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INDEX 


TO   THE 


CITY   COUNCIL   PROCEEDINGS 


FOR 


THE  YEAR  COMMENCING  JANUARY  7,  1946,  AND  ENDING  JANUARY  2,  1947 


Abatements 

list   of   names   and    addresses   of   persons   receiving   abatements   over 
$25,000  in  1946;  order  requesting,  557 


Acts  of  Massachusetts  Legislature 

1945: 
Chapter  622:  payment  of  claim  of  Conners  Brothers  Company,,  591 
Chapter  638:  retirement  system  for  employees,  318;  accepted,  320 

Chapter  692:  extension  of  rapid  transit  facilities  in  East  Boston 
(referred  August  13,  1945),  (amended  by  Chapter  494  of  1946), 
339, 356 

1946: 

Chapter  179:  repealing  provisions  deferring  granting  of  one  day 
off  in  six  to  members  of  police  force,  226;  accepted,  228 

Chapter  192:  funding  of  overlay  deficits,  220,  228 

Chapter  207:  operation  of  bowling  alleys  on  the  Lord's  Day,  438,  518; 
accepted,  527 

Chapter  219:  increase  of  certain  annuities  to  widows  of  former 
policemen  and  firemen,  280 

Chapter  315:  refund  to  Somerset  Hotel,  373;  accepted,  374 

Chapter  316:  authorizing  payment  to  Inocentia  F.  Maguire,  466 

Chapter  494:  extension  of  rapid  transit  facilities  in  East  Boston 
(amending  Chapter  692  of  1945),  339,  356,  358 

Chapter  556:  payment  to  parents  of  Francis  Ricci,  408,  410 

Chapter  558:  payment  of  $5,000  by  city  to  Helen  R.  O'Brien,  355 

Chapter  559:  increases  in  pensions  payable  to  certain  retired  public 
employees,  420;  accepted  by  Council,  424;  accepted  by  Mayor,  436 

Chapter  586:  appointment  of  veterans  to  Civil  Service  employment, 
421 

Advertising  Boston 

advertising  of  city  as  vacation  and  convention  center:  order  requesting, 
284 


Advisory  Committee 

order  requesting  Mayor  to  include  three  members  of  Council  in  his 
Advisory  Committee,  109 


Ahearn,  Right  Reverend  Michael  J. 

resolve  extending  congratulations  of  city,  499 


Airport 

first  aid  station :  order  requesting  establishment,  402 
petition  of  Boston  Waterways,  Inc.,  to  operate  ferry  from  Congress 
street  to  Airport,  440,  569 


Almeida's  Bus  Service 

petition  to  operate  bus  route  from  Park  sq.  to  Milton  line,  at  Mattapan, 
362;  hearing  before  Department  of  Public  Utilities,  440 

Appointments  and  Elections 

Allen,  Peter  J.,  Principal  Assessor,  17;  designated  Chairman,  319 
Baldwin,  Frank  W.,  member  of  Board  of  Zoning  Adjustment,  271 
Beatty,  Mary  Moore,  Trustee  of  Boston  City  Hospital,  381 
Bernardi,    Louis   J.,   Collector   of   Milk   Samples    (provisional),    119; 

Inspector  of  Housing  and  Sanitation,  Health  Department,  408 
Bourne,  Philip,  member  of  Mayor's  Committee  on  Housing,  306 
Braude,  Harry  B.,  member  of  Zoning  Adjustment  Board,  285 
Brennan,  Henry  F.,  City  Treasurer,  17 

Brickley,  David  J.,  Soldiers'  Relief  Commission,  17:  member  of  Com- 
mittee Memorializing  Veterans,   97,  230;   Acting  Superintendent  of 

Graves  Registration,  338;  Director  of  Veterans'  Services,  593 
Cahalan,  Joseph  A.,  Deputy  Commissioner,  Division  of  Housing  and 

Sanitation,  Health  Department,  271 
Callahan,  John  J.,  Overseer  of  Public  Welfare,  270 
Callahan,  Raymond  M.,  Inspector  of  Housing  and  Sanitation,  Health 

Department,  381  / 

Callahan,  Timothy  J.,  First  Assistant  Assessor,  630 
Campbell,    William    J.,    member    of    Board    of    Trustees,    Statistics 

Department,  630 
Carolan,  William  B.,  Sinking  Funds  Commissioner,  319 
Carven,  Rupert  S.,  Budget  Commissioner,  41;  member  of  Commission 

for  Investigation  and  Study  of  Charter,  440 
Carroll,  Edward  C,  Principal  Assessor,  27 
Casey,    Richard,    Street    Commissioner,     17;    chairman,    Committee 

Memorializing   Veterans,   97,   230 
Cauley,  John  H.,  Health  Commissioner,  381 
Codman,  Russell  S.,  Jr.,  Fire  Commissioner,  17 
Coleman,  John  J.,  member  of  Boston  Housing  Authority,  16,  42 
constables  to  serve  with  bonds:  44,  69,  145,  219,  229,  287,  377,  399, 

436,  459,  629 
constables  to  serve  without  bonds:  62,  69,  107,  145,  219,  229,  287, 

296,  304,  331,  341,  377,  399,  474,  480,  562,  612 
Cosato,    Anthony,    Inspector    of    Housing    and    Sanitation,    Health 

Department,  27 
Costello,  Lawrence  J.,  chairman  of  Statistics  Department,  17,  271 
Curley,    Peter    M.,    Deputy   Superintendent,    Department   of   School 

Buildings,  319 
Curley,  Robert  P.,  Commissioner  of  Public  Works,  41;  chairman  of 

Mayor's  Committee  on  Housing,  306 
Davis,  Elbridge  O.,  member  of  Administrative  Committee  of  District 

Courts,  8 
Del  Monte,  John  J.,  member  of  Port  of  Boston  Authority,  50 
Devin,  George  J.,  Deputy  Director  of  Veterans'  Services,  593 
Donovan,  Daniel  F.,  City  Collector,  17 
Donovan,  Daniel  J.,  member  of  City  Planning  Board,  319 
Donovan,  Justin  T.,  First  Assistant  Assessor  (provisional),   172 
Doyle,  Wilfred  J.,  member  of  State-Boston  Retirement  System,  399 
Dwyer,  Richard  C,  Division  Engineer,  Highway  Division,  70 
Edgehill,  Lorus,  member  of  Port  of  Boston  Authority,  50 
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appointments  and  Elections,  Continued 

EI1i>.  Mcrton  IV,  memboi  "i  Board  of   Appeal,  306 
linn.  Martin,  membei  of  Board  of  Street  Commissioners,  lis 
FltagaraM,  John  I'.,  membei  of  Port  of  Boston  Authority,  50 
Rtagarafcl,  Mar)  M..  membei  of  Cits  Planning  Board,  810 
Foley.  John  \.,  examining  physician  for  city  and  county,  70,  84 
I  otey,  Patrick  i...  [nspeol  >i  of  Bousing  and  Sanitation,  (provisional), 

108 
Preno,  \.  Joseph,  Transit  Commiasioner,  17 
u.-.rti.iiui.  Hugh  T.,  Prinoipal  Assessor,  338 
Gaugers  of  Liquids:  21S 
Qillen,   Daniel  J.,  member  of  Commission  for  Investigation  and 

Study  ol  Chartei     I  M) 
ciookin.  Margaret  J.,  Oversee)  ol  Public  Welfare,  '-'71 
Qranara,  J.  Ralph,  Veterans'  Graves  Registration  Officer,  17;  member 

nmittee  Memorialising  Veterans,  '.'7,  230 
Qrappocio,  Leo  ci.,  temporary  Food  Inspector,  Health  Department,  51 
Qrouman,  Maxwell  B.,  Pinal  Institutions  Commissioner,  17 
Hern,   Joseph    1..,    Deputy   Superintendent,    Department   of   School 

Buudings,  319 
Milibard,  Charles  L.,  member  of  Administrative  Committee  of  District 

i Jourta,  is 
Jones,  Eliot  N.,  member  of  Zoning  Adjustment  Board,  319 
Kelly,  Edward  T.,  Principal  Assessor,  50 

Lane,  Frank,  member  of  Mayor's  Committee  on  Housing,  306 
Langonc,  Joseph  A.,  Jr.,  Election  Commissioner.  103 
Leary,    Leo    H.,    member   of    Administrative    Committee    of    District 

Leonard,  Louis  P.,  Overseer  of  Public  Welfare,  271 

Lewis,    Irving,  member  of  Board  of  Real  Estate  Commissioners,  70, 

270;  member  of  Mayor's  Committee  on  Housing,  306 
Long,  William  P.,  member  of  Mayor's  Committee  on  Memorializing 

Veterans,  230;  member  of  Mayor's  Committee  on  Housing,  306 
Lownie,  John  J.,  Provisional  Deputy  Sealer,  481 
Mackay.  Anna  M.,  Deputy  Institutions  Commissioner,  27 
MacLcllan,  Robert  A.,  Commissioner  of  School  Buildings,  630 
Mahoney,  John  J.,  Building  Commissioner.   17;  member  of  Mayor's 

Committee  on  Housing,  306 
Manion,  Charles  E.,  Street  Commissioner,  17 
Manning,  Michael  J.,  Registrar  of  Births,  Deaths  and  Marriages,  17; 

Acting  Election  Commissioner,  332 
Masterson,  Francis  B.,  Trustee  of  Public  Library,  271 
McDonald,  Q.  Frank,  Institutions  Commissioner,   17 
Mc Morrow,  Philip  J.,  Principal  Assessor,  27 
McNeil,  George  R.,  member  of  Board  of  Examiners,  270 
Measurers  of  Leather:  69,  218 
Measurers  of  Grain,  218 
Measurers  of  Wood  and  Bark:  218 
Miraglia,  James  A.,  Principal  Assessor,  27,  172 
Moffitt,  John  J.,  Inspector  of  Housing  and  Sanitation  (provisional). 

307 
Murphv,   John,    Inspector   of    Housing   and   Sanitation   (provisional), 

108 
Murray,  John  T.,  Transit  Commissioner,  17 
Murray,  Patrick  E.,  Overseers  of  Public  Welfare,  401 
Mutascio,  Joseph  A.,  Collector  of  Milk  Samples,  Health  Department, 

440. 
Nash,  Kenneth  L.,  member  of  Administrative  Committee  of  District 

Courts,  18 
No  ins,  John  F.,  Deputy  Penal  Institutions  Commissioner,  41 
Nichols,  Henry  J.,  chairman  of  Port  of  Boston  Authority,  50 
Nichols,  Malcolm  E.,  Transit  Commissioner,  17,  271 
Nolen,  James  R.,  member  of  Port  of  Boston  Authority,  50 
'  Norris,  Frank  H.,  Inspector  of  Housing  and  Sanitation,  100 
Norton,  Clement  A.,  member  of  Mayor's  Committee  on  Housing,  306 
Oat  way,  Henry,  Food  Inspector,  Health  Department  (provisional),  163 
O'Brien,  V\  illard  F.,  Deputy  Sealer  of  Weights  and  Measures,  271 
O'Dea,  John  T.,  Street  Commissioner,  17 
Ol  lahcrtv.    Edward    M.,    Deputy   Superintendent,    Department   of 

dings,  310 
I'cdonti,  ("rank  T.,  Supervisor  of  Graves  Registration,  362 
I'etitti,  John  P.,  Eeepei  of  the  Lock-Up,  474 
Pfau,  Gertrude  A.,  I.I' '  lion  '  lommissioner,  481 

I'inanski,  Abraham  F..,  president  of  Trustees  of  Public  Library,  319 
Rilev,   (rank  I..,  membei  of  Administrative  Committee  of  District 

- 
How,  vvilli.-im  I.,  Superintendent  of  Supplies,  17 
Sargent,  DanM,  membei  of  Art  Commission,  285 


Appoint  incuts  and  Elections)  Continued 
Scolponetl,  Joseph  A.,  Corporation  Counsel,  17 
Sheehnn,  Thomas  J.,  Deputy  Director  of  Veterans'  Services,  59:5 
Sodekson,  Nathan  S.,  director  of  Workingmen's  Loan  Association,  418 
Spinoza,  Benjamin,  Sinking  Funds  Commissioner,  530 
Sullivan,  George  T.,  Assistant  Director  of  Veterans'  Services,  593 
Sullivan,  James  E.,  Superintendent  of  Public  Buildings,  17 
Sullivan,  John  A.,  Budget  Commissioner,  319 
Timilty,  Joseph  F.,  Trustee  of  City  Hospital,  70 
Tobin,   Arthur   M.,    member   of   Board   of   Commissioners   of   School 

Buildings.  41 
Tobin,  John  J.,  member  of  Mayor's  Committee  on  Housing,  306 
Weighers  of  Beef:  218 
Weighers  of  Coal:  69,  107,  117,  218,  229,  287,  318,  377,  436,  528,  562, 

612 
Weighers  of  Goods:  62,  00,   107,  156,  218,  229,  287,  296,  304,  318, 

331,  341,  377,  399,  408,  472 

Appropriations 

abolition  of  Bird  st.  grade  crossing,  $25,000.  90;  passed,  152 

annual   budget:  submitted  by  Mayor  February  4,  48,   80;   reported 

by  Committee  on  Appropriations  March  19,  125;  passed  by  Council 

March  19,  143 
Assessing  Department:  personal  service,  985,000,  26,  32 
care  of  graves   of  soldiers,   sailors  and   marines:   $10,000   to   be 

charged  to  Contingent  Fund,  266,  290 
City   Clerk:   815,000   for   recording   and   copying   veterans'   discharge 

certificates,  39,  45 
City  Record:  $5,400,  613,  627 
Fire  Department:  $100,000  from  "Sales  of  City  Property"  for  purchase 

of  fireboat,  360,  374;  $200,000  from   "Sales  of  City   Property"  for 

purchase  of  boats,  417,  424;  new  buildings,  $450,000  from  "Sales  of 

City  Property,"  379,  410 
Hospital  Department:  $75,000  for  construction  of  addition  to  X-Ray 

Department  from  "Sales  of  City  Property,"  614,  627 
Institutions    Department:    $80,000    for    towboat    to    service    Long 

Island,  119,  152,  164,  165,  168,  173 
Park    Department:   Cemetery    Division:   $60,000   from   income   of 

Cemetery  Fund,  70,  167 
Printing  Department:  $36,736.13  from  department  income,  563,  574 
Public  Buildings  Department:  cleaning  of  buildings,  $25,000,  48,  60 
Public  Ways,  Construction  of:  increase  of  $3,000  in  appropriation, 

107,  125 
Public  Works  Department,  Sumner  Tunnel:  $30,100  from  income 

of  Sumner  Traffic  Tunnel  for  repairs  of  tunnel,  380,  391 
Public  Works  Department,  Water  Service:  $238,050  from  income 

for  relaying  mains  and  repairing  water  meters,  379,  410 
Purchase    of    Departmental    Equipment:    increase    of    $3,000    in 

appropriation,  107,  125 
savings  bonds,  allotment  plan  expenses:  $25,000,  16,  25 
Sewerage  Works:  increase  of  $3,000  in  appropriation,  107,  125 
Social  Law  Library:  $1,000,  595 
Soldiers'  Relief  Department:  $23,874.19  for  Veterans'  Rehabilitation 

Division,  48,  60;  increase  of  $12,821.98  in  appropriation,  107,  125 
State-Boston    Retirement   System:   Expense   Fund,   $10,000    from 

Reserve  Fund,  399,  404 
supplementary    budget    submitted    by    the    Mayor    May    24    for 

$940,189.59,  306 
veterans'   housing:  $500,000  for  construction  of  facilities,  288,  300 

314,  340 
Veterans'  Relief  Department:  $23,874.19,  48,  60 
Visitors'  Directory:  revised  edition,  381,  391 
Zoning  Adjustment  Board:  $1,500,  331,  333 

Appropriations  Committee 

members:    Couns.    McCormack    (chairman),    Fish,    Muchnick,    Cook, 

Bayley,  Cantwell,  Madden,  27 
announcement  of  committee  meeting:  114 
reports:  125,  152,  167,  323 

Archbishop  Stepinac 

resolve  condemning  action  of  Yugo-Slav  government  in  sentence  of 
Archbishop  Stepinac,  500 

Art  Commission 

appointment:  Sargent,  Daniel,  285 

Fort  Hill  observatory  Improvement:  order  requesting,  280,  304 
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Assessing  Department 

appointments: 

principal  assessors: 

Allen,  Peter  J,.  17,  319 
Carroll,  Edward  C,  27 
Gartland,  Hugh  T,  338 
Kelly,  Edward  T.,  50 
McMorrow,  Philip  J.,  27 
Miraglia,  James  A.,  172 
•     first  assistant  assessor:  Callahan,  Timothy  J.,  630 

Donovan,  Justin  T.,  (provisional),  172 
abatement  on   Little  Building  valuation:  request  for  inquiry  by 

Finance  Commission,  466 
abatements  over  $25,000   made   in    1946:   order  requesting  list  of 

names  and  addresses,  557 
appropriation:  $85,000,  personal  service,  26,  32 
change  in  assessment  districts:  50 
consultation  with  Finance  Commission  before  giving  future  large 

abatements;  order  requesting,  535,  587 
designation  of  Chairman  of  Board:  Edward  T.  Kelly,  50;  Peter  J. 

Allen,  319 
establishment  of  Assessment  District  No.  49:  40 
Little   Building   tax   abatement:    order   requesting    explanation   by 

Board,  448 
notice  to  owners  of  residential  property  of  raise  in  assessments;  order 

requesting,  370 
removals: 

Carroll,  Edward  C,  27 
Sullivan,  Arthur  V.,  27 
resignations: 

Chapman,  John  J.,  Principal  Assessor,  27 
Morrissey,  William  F.,  chairman  of  Board,  50 
standard  application  form  for  widows'  abatement  and  over-valuation 

cases:  order  requesting,  600 
Suffolk  Downs:  order  re  increased  real  estate  assessment,  278,  304 


Attorney=General 

resolve  asking  interpretation  of  sections  7  and  8  of  city  charter,  200 

Auditing  Department 

acceptance  of  Chapter   192,  Acts  of   1946,  re  funding  of  overlay 

deficits:  220,  228 
borrowing  of  $40,000,000  in  anticipation  of  taxes:   order  given  first 

reading  and  passage,  6;  second  reading  and  passage,  19 
Chandler's  Pond  survey  appropriation  in  1947  budget:  416 
compensation  of  medical  panel  board  examining  veterans  seeking 

retirement,  155 
statistics  on  city  employees:  order  requesting  appearance  of  Auditor 

before  Council,  183;  opinion  of  Corporation  Counsel,  231 

Baker  &  Co. 

order  requesting  Commissioner  of  Public  Works  to  notify  Baker  &  Co. 
to  proceed  with  construction  of  Washington  st.  between  Gallivan 
Boulevard  and  Fuller  St.,  106,  117 


Baker,  George 

order  re  investigation  of  relations  with  city  departments,  642 

Baseball 
resolve  re  hours  for  playing  games  on  Sunday:  20,  60 

Bataan  Day 
half  holiday  on  April  9  for  all  city  employees:  order  requesting,  172 

Bayley,  James  C,  Councilor,  Ward  5 

ward  area:  Back  Bay 
oath  of  office:  1 
committee  appointments: 

Appropriations,  Executive,  Military  Affairs,  Parks  and  Playgrounds 
(chairman),  Public  Housing,  Unclaimed  Baggage,  27 

committee  reports: 

Parks  and  Playgrounds:  271 
doubting  of  vote:  135,  141,  143,  182,  326,  328,  428,  450,  455,  490,  520 


Bayley,  James  C,  Councilor,  Ward  5,  Continued 

orders: 

application  of  Pan-American  Airways,  Inc.,  552  (with  Coun.  Russo) 

consultation  with  Finance  Commission  by  Assessors  re  large  abate- 
ments, 535  (with  Coun.  Chase) 

continuance  of  Victory  Garden  program,  84  (with  Couns.  Russo  and 
Chase) 

Fens  stadium  improvements,  524 

hearing  for  Board  of  Recreation  employees,  20 

increased  staff  and  better  conditions  for  election  workers,  533    (with 
Coims.   Lane,   Hannon   and   Madden) 

Little  Building  tax  abatement,  448  (with  Coun.  Chase) 

payment  to  Inocentia  F.  Maguire,  466,  477 

roping  off  ball  field,  Boston  Common,  October  6,  466 

roping  off  streets  for  Marathon  Race,   164  (with  Couns.  Chase  and 
Lane),  164 

roping  off  streets  for  school  cadet  parade,  300  (with  Couns.  Chase  and 
Russo) 

voting  machines  in  all  polling  places  of  city,  353  (with  Coun.  Scannell) 

wearing  of  coats  and  ties  by  Councilors  at  Council  meetings,  355 
point  of  information:  206,  602 
point  of  order:  602 

point  of  parliamentary  inquiry:  129,  576 
remarks: 

abatement  on  Little  Building  valuation,  467 

abatements  over  $25,000  made  in  1946,  558 

abolition  of  Committee  on  Constables,  93 

acceptance  of  report  of  Committee  on  County  Accounts,  115 

action  on  House  Bill  281  re  hours  of  Sunday  baseball  games,  224 

amendment  of  Compensation  and  Classification  Plan,  410 

application  of  Pan-American  Airways,  Inc.,  553 

appointment  of  James  Amato,  328 

appropriation  of  $80,000  for  purchase  of  boat  for  Institutions  Depart- 
ment, 166,  178 

appropriation  of  $200,000  for  Fire  Department  boats,  426 

budget  for  1946,  129 

changing  name  of  "Harvard  Bridge"  to  "Technology  Bridge,"  520 

confirmation  of  constables,  75 

consultation  with  Finance  Commission  by  Assessors  before  giving 
future  large  abatements,  537 

continuance  of  Victory  Garden  program,  84 

eviction  of  certain  tenants  by  Boston  University,  79 

extension  of  rapid  transit  facilities  in  East  Boston,  358 

fees  for  collecting  rubbish  and  transporting  garbage,  615 

fees  for  Sunday  bowling  alleys,  542 

Fens  stadium  improvements,  524 

garage  under  Common,  68,  87 

hours  for  playing  baseball  games  on  Sunday,  20 

increased  staff  and  better  conditions  for  election  day  workers,  533 

information  as  to  employees  hired  and  discharged,  201 

investigation  of  number  of  employees  in  Mayor's  office,  330 

legislation  proposed  by  Mayor  concerning  city,  65 

loan  for  off-street  parking,  432,  606 

loan  of  $1,000,000  for  sewerage  works,  206 

motion  to  go  into  executive  session,  469 

motion  to  recess,  454 

over-riding  of  Mayor's  veto  by  two-thirds  vote  of  Council,  13 

parking  on  Commonwealth  ave.  reservation,  601 

power  of  City  Council  to  obtain  certain  information,  293 

recording  in  favor  of  off-street  parking  loan,  396 

reference  of  appointments  to  Committee  on  Constables,  92 

reference  of  resolution  to  Committee  on  Rules,  25 

removal  of  certain  Ward  5  restrictions,  557 

resolution  condemning  statement  of  Representative  John  H.  Taylor, 
124 

restoration  of  police  rank  to  John  A.  Dorsey,  104 

sale  of  discontinued  portion  of  Cambridge  st.  to  John  D.  MacDonald, 
64 

speculation  in  baseball  tickets,  302 

Sunday  baseball  games,  300 

supplementary  budget  of  $940,189,59,  323 

taxes  to  ease  real  estate  taxation,  168 

tenancy  in  housing  projects,  15 

the  next  meeting,  404 

transfer  within  Institutions  Department  appropriation,  424 

voting  machines  in  all  polling  places  of  city,  354 

wearing  of  coats  and  ties  by  Councilors  at  Council  meetings,  355 

abatement  on  Little  Building  valuation,  466  (with  Coun.  Chase) 

action  on  House  Bill  281  re  hours  of  Sunday  baseball  games,  224 

approval  of  enactment  of  legislation  re  hours  for  playing  baseball  on 
Sunday,  20 

enactment  of  legislation  for  payment  to  Inocentia  F.  Maguire,  109 


Beef 

weighers  appointed: 

annual  list  submitted   by   Mayor   as   contained   in   City   Document 
No.  43,  218 


Bird  Street  Grade  Crossing 
appropriation  of  $25,000  for  abolition  of  grade  crossing,  96,  152 


l.OVRD 
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BOSTON 


Board  of  Aeronautics 

adoption    of    higher   flight    altitudes    by    Boston    planes:    order 
requesting,  567 

Board  of  Appeal 

appointment:  Ellis,  Morton  P.,  306 

Board  of  Apportionment 
communication    (  renovation  of  Fairmount  School,  229 

Board  of  Examiners 

appointment:  McNeil,  George  Et.,  270 

Board  of  Recreation 
hearing  for  delegation  of  employees  of  Hoard,  20 

Bonazzoli,  August  C. 

collection  of  garbage  from  certain  sections  by  farmers:  505 

Bond  Approvals 
American  League  Baseball  Club  of  Boston,  154 
Bey,  Hamid,  for  local  vendor's  license,  195 
constables:  270,  285,  299,  306,  319,  418,  474,  481,  594 
Levenson,  Jacob  N.,  Chief  Clerk  of  Registry  of  Deeds,  51 
Uahoney,  John  J.,  Second  Assistant  Register  of  Deeds,  51,  630 
McCormack,  William  C.,  108 
National  League  Baseball  Club,  165 

Borrowing  Capacity  for  1946 

report  of  Sinking  Fund   Commissioners  re  amount   city   can  borrow 
within  debt  limit  for  1946:  70 

Boston  American  League  Baseball  Company 

approval  of  bond:  154 

order  rt  later  hour  for  Sunday  games  and  broadcast  of  games,  300,  302 

petition  for  license  for  Sunday  sports:  146,  152 

Boston  and  Maine  Transportation  Company 

petition   for  license  to  operate  over  certain  motor  vehicle  passenger 
routes:  50,  481 

Boston  College  High  School 

release  of  restrictions  on  certain  Harrison  ave.  land:  206,  301 

Boston  Consolidated  Gas  Company 

notice  of  hearing  to  be  held  before  Department  of  Public  Utilities 

re  increase  in  certain  rates,  231,  510 
resolve  opposing  proposed  increased  gas  rates,  500 
Rutherford   ave.,   Ward  2:   order  requesting  company   to  restore  to 

original  condition,  478,  528 

Boston  Elevated  Railway  Company 

approval  of  track  location  over  private  land  between  Bennington  St. 

and  Revere  line  (referred  July  9,  1945),  224 
audit  of  books  by  state  auditor:  resolve  approving  legislation  to 

authorize  BUCh  audit,  89 
better  service  requested: 

Ashrnont  .Station-Hive  St.  line,  332 

but   service  from   <  harles  st.  to  Bowdoin  sq.,  between  10  a.m.  and 
4  p.  m.,  l-'i 

Huntington  Avenue  Subway  line,  57 
bus  operation  license  petitions: 

Brookline  line  ovei  Pond  St.  and  Arborway,  224 

between    junction    of    Granite    ave.    and    Milton    st.    anil    junction    of 

I  Hill   Pop    i ..  16;  tef  erred  to  Executive  Committee, 
224;  recommitted  to  Committee  on  Licenses,  228 
bef  ween  junction  of  Kneeland  and  Lincoln  sts.  and  junction  of  Summer 
nd  Atlantic  ave.,  16;  granted,  224 


Boston  Elevated  Railway  Company,  Continued 

between  junction  of  Summer  and  South  sts.  and  junction  of  Atlantic 
ave.  and  Essex  st.,  10;  granted,  224 

between  junction  of  Walworth  and  Washington  sts.  and  Holy  Name 
Church,  Centre  St.,  West    Itoxbury,  27;  granted,  224 

be!  ween  Massachusetts  Station  and  junction  of  Hemenway  and  Forsyth 
sts.,    16,  45 

between    Washington   .st.    and    Callivan    Boulevard    and    Morton   st- 
and Gallivan  Boulevard,  477 

junction  of  West  Roxbury  Parkway  and   Anawan  ave.   to  Anawan 
ave.  (referred  September  11,  1944),  granted,  224 

over    Beachain    st..    Charlcstown,    between    busway    leading    from 
Sullivan  Square  Terminal  and  Main  St.,  270 

over  Chestnut  Hill  ave.,  between  Commonwealth  ave.  and  Cleveland 
Circle  (referred  October  1,  1945),  16;  granted,  224 

over  Congress    st.    between    Post    Office    square   and     Atlantic    ave. 
(referred  October  1,  1945),  16;  granted,  224 

over   Lincoln,    Summer,    South,    Essex   sts.    (referred    November    19, 
1945),  granted,  227 
bus  service  to  cemeteries  on  Memorial  Day:  order  requesting,  312, 

317 
car  stop  on  Columbia  rd.:  order  re  change  of  existing  stop  opposite 

Strand  Theatre,  146 
electric  fans  in  subway  trains:  order  requesting  installation,  388 
elimination  of  car  reservation  on  Brighton  ave.:  order  requesting, 

113 
extension  of  bus  lines  requested: 

Adams  st.  line  to  Hallet  st.:  115 

Cleary  sq.  to  Roslindale  sq. :  600 

Metropolitan  ave.  line  to  Roslindale  sq.:  114 

Morton  st.  line  to  Gallivan  Boulevard,  455 
extension  of  rapid  transit  facilities  in  East  Boston:  339,  356 
legislation  proposed  by  Mayor  re  extension  of  Washington  st.  tunnel 

to  Sullivan  sq.,  39 
notices  of  hearings  before  Department  of  Public  Utilities,   163,  270, 

345,  418,  568,  630 
opposition  to  petition  of  Sutcliffe  Transportation  Company,  580 
re-establishment  of  five-cent  fare  zones:  order  requesting,  595 
restoring  former  New  Heath  st.  car  stop,  58 
retention  of  current  fares:  order  requesting,  570 
streamlined  cars  on  Charles  River  line:  order  requesting,  350 
third  rail:  order  re  covering  throughout  system,  41,  58,  637;  report 

asked  re  cost  of  covering,  102,  182 
track  alteration  orders:  (3)  408;  (2)  510 
trackless    trolleys:    hearing    before    Public    Utilities    Department    re 

permit  to  operate,  40 
use  of  portion  of  Washington  station  lobby  as  restaurant:  hearing 

before  Public  Utilities  Department,  51 
withholding  of  city  payments  to  Elevated  until  completion  of 

state  audit:  order  requesting,  91 
zone  fares:  order  requesting  study  of  zone  system,  598 


Boston  Housing  Authority 
appointment  of  member:  Coleman,  John  J.,  16,  28,  42 
amendment  to  contract  with  Federal  Public  Housing  Authority  re 

additional  dwelling  units  at  Camp  McKay,  298 
Cathedral  Project:  order  re  inclusion  of  substandard  area  on  easterly 

side  of  Harrison  ave.,  376 
conference  between  Authority  and  Stationary  Firemen's  Union: 

order  requesting,  195 
conference  of  experts  to  plan  $10,000,000  Housing  Program:  order 

requesting,  617 
conversion    of    certain    school    buildings    into    apartments    for 

veterans:  order  requesting,  71 
delay  in  South  End  and  South  Boston  housing  projects:  order 

requesting  information,  225 
erection  of  one  and  two-family  homes  in  mass    production    to 

be  sold  to  veterans  at  cost:  order  requesting,  225 
housing  project  in  Ward  9  section  of  Roxbury:  order  requesting,  225 
lighting  facilities  in  vicinity  of  Columbia  Village,  Ward  13:  order 

requesting  proper  street  lighting,  585 
Old  Colony  and  Harbor  Village  housing  projects:  009 
Old  Harbor  Village  Housing  Project:  order  requesting  relandscaping, 

371 
Peoples  Palace  Hotel:  order  re  immediate  use,  302 
recommendations  re  veterans'  housing:  535 
reinstatement  of  painters:  order  requesting,  388 
taxes  received   by  city  in  last  five  years  from   housing  projects  and 

amounts  received  in  prior  years  on  same  localities;  information  asked 

from  City  Collector,  225,  297 
tenancy    in    housing    projects:   order    urging   preference    to    Boston 

residents,  preferably  veterans,  13,  47 


BOSTON 
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BRYAN 


Boston  Port  Authority 

appointments: 

Del  Monte,  John  J.,  50 

Edgehill,  Lorus  V.,  50 

Fitzgerald,  John  F.,  50 

Nichols,  Henry  J.,  designated  chairman,  50 

Nolen,  James  R.,  50 
action  of  members  of  Authority:  order  re,  239 
notice  of  permission  to  New  England  Telephone  &  Telegraph  Company 

to  dredge  trench  from  Condor  St.,  East  Boston,  across  Chelsea  River, 

121 

Boston  Railroad  Holding  Company 

order  favoring  enactment  of  H.  B.  507  entitled  "An  Act  to  Dissolve 
the  Boston  Railroad  Holding  Company,"  291,  299 

Boston  University 

resolve  protesting  action  of  Trustees  in  ordering  certain  tenants  to 
vacate  premises,  73,  78 

Boston  Waterways,  Inc. 

petition  of  Beeckman  L.  Fairbank  to  operate  ferry  from  Congress  st. 
to  East  Boston  Airport,  440,  569 

Bowling  Alleys 

acceptance  of  Chapter  207,  Acts  of  1946,  re  operation  on  the  Lord's 

Day,  438,  518,  527 
operation  on  Sundays:  ordinance  submitted  by  Mayor,  437;  rejected, 

541 ;  ordinance  submitted  by  Coun.  Cook,  541 

Bremen,  John  J.,  &  Sons 

sale  of  642  kegs  of  nails  by  Transit  Department,  188 


Brush  Hill  Transportation  Company 

petition  to  operate  motor  vehicles  from  Boston-Milton  line  to  Hyde 
Park,  70 

Bryan,  Walter  D.,  Councilor,  Ward  20 
ward  area:  West  Roxbury  and  Roslindale,  west 
oath  of  office:  1 

acting  chairman:  333-334;  377-391,  464-465,  522-523,  613-615 
committee  appointments 

Constables,  County  Accounts  (Chairman),  Executive,  Ordinances, 
Parks  and  Playgrounds,  Parkman  Fund,  Public  Welfare,  27; 
Constables  and  Confirmations  (Chairman),  116;  Perambulation  of 
Boundary  Lines  (Chairman),  477;  Public  Works  and  Street  Com- 
missioners, 500 
committee  reports: 

Constables  and  Confirmations:  146,  164,  237,  286,  291,  311,  332, 
333,  334,  347,  370,  402,  410,  420,  456,  464,  478,  483,  500,  561,  585, 
587,  630 

County  Accounts:  60,  106,  115,  172,  184,  250,  291,  320,  355,  410, 
478,  595,  626 

Perambulation  of  Boundary  Lines:  524 
designation  to  perambulate  boundary  lines,  477 
doubting  of  vote:  519 
i  m  pro ve  m en  ts : 

Acadia  rd.,  55 

Ansonia  rd.,  271 

Ashfield  St.,  168 

Belgrade  ave.,  226 

Bellevue  st.,  588 

Bradwood  st.,  55 

Buchanan  rd.,  227 

Bullion  rd.,  101  (by  Coun.  Kelly) 

Cedar  St.,  412 

Congreve  St.,  168 

Conway  St.,  101 

Dwinell  St.,  102  (by  Coun.  Kelly) 

Fernwood  rd.,  588 

Freeman  ave.,  168 

Garden  St.,  168 

George  St.,  227 

Goethe  St.,  55 

Hackensack  rd.,  168,  412 

Hewlett  St.,  102,  226 

Hodgdon  ter.,  55 

Kerna  rd.,  226 

Keystone  st.,  350 

Lyall  St.,  540 

Meshaka  St.,  227 

Montview  St.,  169 

Myles  Standish  rd.,  169 

Pender  St.,  272 


Bryan,  Walter  D.,  Councilor,  Ward  20,  Continued 

improvements: 

Pleasant  st.,  412 

Pomona  ave.,  101  (by  Coun.  Kelly) 

Prospect  St.,  350 

Rendall  rd.,  227 

Rockland  St.,  55 

Rumford  rd.,  55 

Sheffield  rd.,  350 

Summer  St.,  168 

Tobin  rd.,  226 

Washington  Heights  ave.,  541 

Weld  St.,  226,  376 

Worley  St.,  55 

Wright  rd.,  227 

orders : 

appropriation  for  traffic  lights,  283  (with  Couns.  McCormack,  Lane 

and  Cantwell) 
benches  on  sides  of  Adams  pk.,  Roslindale,  350 
catch-basin  near  19  Wright  rd.,  102  (by  Coun.  Kelly) 
catch-basin  near  2500  Centre  St.,  102  (by  Coun.  Kelly) 
construction  of  sewerage  works  in  certain  Ward  20  streets,  168 
construction  of  sewerage  works  in  Eastwood   circuit  and   Oakmere 

St.,  169 
construction  of  Ward  20  playground,  412 
discontinuance  of  two-platoon  system  in  Fire  Department,  55  (with 

Coun.  Kelly) 
electric  lights  at  Fallon  Field,  42 
equipment  for  winter  sports  at  Wright  golf  course,  517  (with  Coun. 

Cantwell) 
extended  use  of  local  school  buildings,  466 
extension  of  Metropolitan  ave.  bus  line  to  Roslindale  sq.,  114  (with 

Couns.  Cantwell  and  McCormack) 
immediate  erection  of  new,fire  house,  Washington  st.  and  Parkway,  151 
increased  annuities  to  certain  widows  of  deceased  employees,  43  (with 

Couns.  Lane,  Fish,  Kinsella,  Carey,  Cook,  Hannon) 
increased  salary  for  Police  Department  members,  435 
lights  on  Fallon  Field,  271 

municipal  building,  Billings  Field,  from  funds  of  Parkman  Fund,  271 
municipal  building  in  West  Roxbury  from  White  Fund,  44 
new  police  boat  for  Charles  River,  West  Roxbury,  606 
new  sidewalls  on  certain  Ward  20  streets,  350 

payment  to  parents  of  Charles  G.  Sullivan,  371  (with  Coun.  Cantwell) 
planting  of  trees  on  both  sides  of  Dwinell  St.,  371 
prohibition  of  outsiders  in  Executive  Room,  250 
provision  in  1947  budget  for  Ward  20  traffic  lights,  573 
retirement  of  Frederick  J.  Cronin,  184 

roping  off  section  of  Ward  20  playgrounds  for  small  children,  598 
skeleton  schedule  for  city  departments  over  July  4th  weekend,  346 

(with  Couns.  Cantwell,  Hannon,  Sullivan  and  McCormack) 
speculation  in  baseball  tickets,  302  (with  Coun.  Cantwell) 
spotlight  at  Belgrade  ave.  and  Corinth  St.,  228 
"stop"  sign,  South  and  Centre  sts.,  102  (by  Coun.  Kelly) 
"stop"  sign,  Weld  st.  and  West  Roxbury  Parkway,  102  (by  Coun. 

Kelly) 
streamlined  cars  on  Charles  River  line,  350 
sub-relief  hospital  on  Emerson  property,  627  (with  Couns.  McCormack 

and  Cantwell) 
traffic  signals  and  signs  for  Ward  20,  500 
tree  planting  on  Weld  st.,  412 
ordinance:  hours  of  duty  of  firemen,  63  (with  Couns.  Cook,  Chase, 

Hannon,  Scannell,  Cantwell,  Kelly,  Madden) 
remarks: 

abolition  of  Committee  on  Constables,  93 
action  on  permits  for  Sunday  bowling,  544 
application  of  Pan-American  Airways,  Inc.,  556 
confirmation  of  constables,  348 

discontinuance  of  two-platoon  system  in  Fire  Department,  55 
extended  use  of  local  school  buildings,  466 
holding  of  name  of  James  W.  Daly,  311 
increased  annuities  to  certain  widows,  43 

increased  staff  and  better  conditions  for  election  workers,  535 
installation  of  traffic  signals  and  signs,  Ward  20,  500 
loan  of  $1,000,000  for  Sewerage  Works,  256 
new  fire  house,  Washington  St.  and  Parkway,  152 
order  re  increased  rents  in  market  district,  588,  610 
.  public  hearing  on  ordinance  re  bowling  on  the  Lord's  Day,  518 
re-establishment  of  five-cent  fare  zones,  596 
report  on  appointment  of  James  Amato,  335 
speculation  in  baseball  tickets,  302 
use  of  land  on  Belle  ave.  as  city  dump,  290 
the  next  meeting,  404 

use  tax  on  seating  capacity  of  places  of  public  assembly,  168 
resolves: 

amendment  of  act  re  garage  under  Boston  Common,  247  (with  Couns. 

Cook,  Hannon,  Fish,  Lane,  Cantwell,  McCormack,  Keenan  and 

Kelly) 
increased  payments  to  certain  widows  and  dependents  of  city  em- 
ployees or  officials,  510  (with  Couns.  Lane,   McCormack,  Cantwell, 

Madden  and  Kelly) 
legislation  re  retirement  allowances  for  policemen  and  firemen  retired 

for  accidental  disability,  320 
payments  on  death  of  certain  members  of  police  and  fire  forces,  523 

(with  Couns.  Lane,  McCormack,  Cantwell,  Madden,  Kelly,  Fish, 

Hannon,  Moriarty  and  Coffey) 
regret  at  death  of  Charles  G.  Keene,  64 
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CANTWELL 


Budget  Department 

appointments: 

n.  Rupert  B„  Budget  Commissioner,  41 
Sullivan,  John  A..  Budget  Commissioner,  319 
budget  for  i°4t>  submitted  by  Ma}  oi  Febi  uary  i.  19  W  .  is.  80;  reported 
bj  Committee  <>;i  Appropriations  March  19,  125;  passed  by  Council 
March    19,    143;   supplementary    budget    of   1940,189.50   submitted 
Mao  27.  305,  323 
compensation  and  classification  plan  amendments: 

assistant  Clerk  of  Courts,  Chelsea  District,  73,  99,  115;  vetoed  by 

Ma}  oi .  145 
change  of  range  of  compensation  in  classification  "Visitor,    577,  594, 

595 
District  Attorney's  Office,  Chief  Stenographer  and  Indictment  Clerk, 
439.  178 

i  Bo-ton  district  court,  second  Assistant  Clerk  of  Court,  344 
l  ount)  Jail,  employment  of  female  nurse,  2S,  50,  GO 
itemized   budgets  foi   each  department  for  members  of  Council:  order 

requesting,  1 13 
salary  adjustments  in  County  Compensation  Plan,  591,  020,  027 
statistics  on  cit\  employees:  order  requesting  appearance  of  Budget 
Commissioner  before  Council,  1S3;  opinion  of  Corporation  Counsel,  231 

Budget  for  1946 

annual   budget  submitted  by   Mayor  February  4,    1940:  48,  80,  93; 

reported  by  Committee  on  Appropriations  March  19,  125;  passed  by 

Council  March  19,  143 
itemized  budgets  for  each  department  for  members  of  Council:  order 

requesting,  113 
supplementary    budget    submitted    by    the    Mayor    May    24    for 

S940.189.59,  305.  323 

Building  Code,  Committee  on 

members:  Conns.  Carey  (chairman),  Linehan,  Russo,  Sullivan,  Keenan, 


Building  Department 

appointment:  John  .1.  Mahoney,  Building  Commissioner,  17;  member 

of  Mayor's  Committee  on  Housing,  300 
increase  of  certain  salaries  in  department:  resolve  re,  199 
North  Bennet  Street  Bathhouse:  request  that  Commissioner  inspect 

condition,  31,  03 
parking  facilities  in  certain  new  buildings:  order  re  amendment 

of  Building  Code,  420 
survey  and  razing  of  unsafe  buildings:  order  requesting,  227 
survey   of   apartment    houses   to   determine   emergency   egress,   199 

227.228 

Buses 

operation  license  petitions: 
Almeida's  Bus  Service,  302,  440 
Boston  &  Maine  Transportation,  Company,  50 
Boston  Elevated  Railway  Company: 

Brookline  line  over  Pond  st.  and  Arborway,  224 
between  Granite  ave.  and  Milton  St.  and  Granite  ave.  and  Hill 
Top  -i  ,   16;  referred  to  Executive  Committee  224;  recommitted 
e  on  Licenses,  228 
between    junction    of   Walworth    and   Washington    sts.    and   Holy 

Nam.-  Church,   Centre  St.,   West   Roxbury,  27 
between   Kneeland  and  Lincoln  sts.  to  Summer  st.  and  Atlantic 
ave.,  10;  granted,  224  ,    .         ,  .   _  , 

between    Massachusetts   station   and   junction    of    Hemenwayand 

Forsyth  sts.,  16 
between  Summer  and  South  sts.  and  Atlantic  ave.  and  Essex  St., 
d,  221 
i,  Walworth  and  Washington  sts.  and  Holy  Name  Church, 
27;  granted,  224  , 

■,.r[i  Washington  st.  and  Gallivan  Boulevard  and  Morton  st. 
and  Gallivan  Boulevard,  477 
junction  of  West  Roxbury  Parkway  and  Anawan  ave.  to  Anawan 
ember  11,   1944),  granted,  224 
'  harlestown,   between    busway    leading    from 
m  -     v  an  Square  Tei  minal  and  Mam  st.,  270 

.  -una  Hill  ave.  bet  ween  ( lonunonwealth  ave.  and  Cleveland 
Circli  d  Octobei  l.  1945),  16;  granted.  224 

t.  between  Posl  Office  sq.  and  Atlantic  ave.  (referred 
....  -I,  224 
•   Lincoln,  Summer,  South,  Essex  sts,  (referred  November  19, 
1945),  224 
Brush  Hill  Transportation  Company,  70 
Dcdham  Transit  Lines,  Inc.,  99 

Eastern   Massachusetts  Street   Railway  Company: 
from  Mattapan  sq.  to  Park  sq     U8,  148,  451,  465 
fr,,,.  i.  to  Somei  i  ille  line,  299,  301 

een   -  imi      i  le-Boston  boundary  line  and  Main 
270 


Buses,  Continued 

Hudson  Bus  Lines,  172;  granted,  224 

New   England    Transportation    Company,    302,    374,    474,   490, 

550,  500,  015 
Shief,  Leo,  408 
Sutcliffe  Transportation  Company,  507,  580,  587,  007 

Cage=Type  Garages 

order  re  survey  by  Heal  Estate  Board  and  chairman  of  Planning  Board, 
570 


Cambridge 

resolve    congratulating    city    upon    100th    anniversary    as    municipal 
corporation,  350 


Camp  McKay 

conversion  into  veterans'  housing  project:  message  of  Mayor  and 
order,  204 

Cantwell,  Michael  H.,  Councilor,  Ward   18 

ward  area:  Hyde  Park  and  Mattapan 
oath  of  office:  1 
acting  chairman:  500-507 
committee  appointments: 

Appropriations,    County    Accounts,    Executive,    Hospitals,    Military 

Affairs  (chairman),  Ordinances,   Voting  Machines  (chairman),  27: 

Public  Works  and  Street  Commissioners,  500 
committee  reports:  Military  Affairs:  04,  147,  230,  346 
improvements: 

Albano  St.,  from  Washington  to  Kittredge  st.,  387 
Ashville  path,  455 

Austin  st.,  from  West  st.  to  256  Austin  st.,  64 
Baldwin  st.,  478 
Charles  St.,  570 
Cottage  st„  333 
Crown  st.,  455 
Cummins  Highway,  478 
Damrell  ave.,  332 
Farrar  ave.,  169 
Jeffers  St.,  285 
Littledale  St.,  31 
Lodgehill  rd.,  455 

Manchester  st.,  626  (with  Coun.  Keenan) 
Metropolitan  ave.,  Ill 

Milton  st.,  from  Summit  to  Prospect  sts.,  387 
Newburn  st.,  31 

Poplar  st.  from  Canterbury  to  Beech  sts.,  84,  102 
Rexford  st.,  64 
River  st.,  570 
Roseberv  rd.,  316 
Rosecliff  st.,  387 
Ruskin  rd.,  164 
Ruskindale  rd.,  147 
Summit  st.,  147 
Tesla  st.,  Ill 
West  Selden  St.,  407 
Whitney  pk.,  478 
orders: 

additional  ambulance  service,  City  Hospital,  387 

appropriation  for  traffic  lights,  283  (with  Couns.  McCormack,  Lane 

and  Bryan) 
bus  schedule  Ashmont  Station-River  st.  line,  332  (with  Coun.  Keenan) 
bus    service    to    cemeteries    on    Memorial    Day,    312    (with    Coun. 

Muchnick) 
equipment  for  winter  sports  at  Wright  golf  course,  517  (with  Coun. 

Bryan) 
establishment  of  clinic  by  White  Fund  on  site  of  Current  Events  Club, 

387 
extension  of  bus  line  from  Cleary  sq.  to  Roslindale  sq.,  000 
extension  of  Metropolitan  ave.  bus  line  to  Roslindale  sq.,  114  (with 

Couns.  Bryan  and  McCormack) 
flooding  of  Ward  18  playgrounds  for  skating,  585 
health  clinic  in  Tileston  School,  316 
health  menace  at  corner  of  Canterbury  and  Poplar  sts.,   151    (with 

Coun. McCormack) 
lighting  facilities  on  Hautevale  and  Dale  sts.,  477 
municipal  building  in  Mattapan  section,  586 

payment  to  parents  of  Charles  G.  Sullivan,  371  (with  Coun.  Bryan) 
playground  at  corner  of  Canterbury  and  Poplar  sts.,  151  (with  Coun. 

McCormack) 
police  appointments  from  existing  list  for  sergeants,  525  (with  Couns. 

Keenan,  Madden,  Hannon,  Lane  and  Cook) 
preservation  of  Butler  School  as  memorial,  371 
renovation  of  Fairmount  School,  73 
restoration  of  service  on  Dorchester  branch,  560  (with  Couns.  Hannon, 

Keenan,  Muchnick  and  Kelly) 


CANTWELL 
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Cantwell,  Michael  H.,  Councilor,  Ward  18,  Continued 

orders: 

skeleton  schedule  for  city  departments  over  July  4th  weekend,  346 

(with  Couns.  Hannon,  Bryan,  Sullivan  and  McCormack) 
speculation  in  baseball  tickets,  302  (with  Coun.  Bryan) 
speeding  up  street  construction  on  Metropolitan  ave.,  355 
standard  application  form  for  widows'  abatement  and  over-valuation 

cases,  600  (with  Coun.  Hannon) 
standard  fee  permitting  use  of  either  municipal  golf  course,  372  (with 

Couns.  Moriarty  and  Muchnick) 
sub-relief  hospital  on  Emerson  property,   627    (with   Couns.   Bryan 

and  McCormack) 
survey  of  lighting  facilities  in  Mattapan,  Hyde  Park  and  Readville,  31 
traffic  lights  at  Cummins  Highway  and  Hyde  Park  ave.,  477 
traffic  lights  at  Hyde  Park  and   Neponset  aves.,  455    (with   Coun. 

McCormack) 
widening  of  Fairmount  ave.,  373 
widening  of  Sprague  St.,  407 
ordinance:  hours  of  duty  of  firemen,  65  (with  Couns.  Cook,  Chase, 

Hannon,  Scannell,  Kelly,  Bryan,  Madden) 
remarks: 

action  on  permits  for  Sunday  bowling,  547 
additional  ambulance  service,  City  Hospital,  387 
bus  schedule,  Ashmont  Station-River  Street  line,  332 
equipment  for  winter  sports  at  Wright  golf  course,  517 
establishment  of  clinic  by  White  Fund  on  site  of  Current   Events 

Club,  387 
extension  of  bus  line  from  Cleary  sq.  to  Roslindale  sq.,  600 
extension  of  rapid  transit  facilities  in  East  Boston,  356 
flooding  of  Ward  18  playgrounds  for  skating,  586 
health  clinic  in  Tileston  School,  316 
loan  of  $1,000,000  for  Sewerage  Works,  211 
municipal  building  in  Mattapan  section,  586 
ordinance  re  salaries  of  department  heads,  625 
payment  of  City  Hospital  bills,  540 

petition  of  Eastern  Massachusetts  Street  Railway  Company,  448 
recording  in  favor  of  off-street  parking  loan,  396 
re-establishment  of  five-cent  fare  zone,  595  . 

speculation  in  baseball  tickets,  302 
standard  application  form  for  widows'  abatement  and  over-valuation 

cases,  600 
widening  of  Sprague  st.  to  Dedham  line,  407 
resolves: 

amendment  of  act  re  garage  under  Boston  Common,  247  (with  Couns. 

Cook,  Hannon,  Fish,  Lane,  Bryan,  McCormack,  Keenan  and  Kelly) 
increased    payments    to    certain    widows    and    dependents    of    city 

employees  or  officials,  510  (with  Couns.  Lane,  McCormack,  Bryan, 

Madden,  Kelly) 
payments  on  death  of  certain  members  of  police  and  fire  forces,  523 

(with   Couns.   Lane,   McCormack,    Bryan,    Madden,    Kelly,    Fish, 

Hannon,  Moriarty  and  Coffey) 

Cardinal  Spellman 

letter  of  appreciation  for  resolutions  passed  by  Council,  51 

Carey,  William  A.,  Councilor,  Ward  10 

ward  area:  Roxbury,  west 
oath  of  office:  1 
committee  appointments: 

Building  Code  (chairman),  Claims,  Executive,  Inspection  of  Prisons, 
Military  Affairs,  Rules  27 
committee  reports:  Claims,  150 
orders: 

emergency  repair  of  streets,  25 

extension  of  White  Way  on  Huntington  ave.,  587 

fire  house  on  Parker  Hill,  113 

flooding  of  Ward  10  Playgrounds  for  skating,  587 

increased    annuities   to   certain   widows    of   deceased   employees,    43 
(with  Couns.  Lane,  Bryan,  Fish,  Kinsella,  Cook,  Hannon) 

laying  out  of  Daisy  Field,  Jamaicaway,  as  playground,  517 

licenses  for  taking  of  shellfish,  67  (by  Coun.  Moriarty) 

mechanical  street  sweepers  for  each  ward,  25 

push-button  traffic  signals  at  Perkins  st.  and  Jamaicaway,  25  (with 
Coun.  McCormack) 

re-naming  of  Parker  Hill  Playground,  247 

resurfacing  of  certain  Ward  10  playgrounds,  517 

roping  off  streets  for  Reddish  Athletic  Association  road  race,  163 

spotlight  in  front  of  Mission  Church,  227 

"stop"  signs  on  St.  Alphonsus  St.,  227 

"stop"  signs  at  Ward  10  intersections,  403 

survey  and  razing  of  unsafe  buildings,  227 

throwing  of  broken  glass  on  beaches,  373 

unnecessary  use  of  sirens  at  night,  355 

violations  of  road  travel  by  heavy  trucks  and  buses,  31G 

widening  of  Darling  st.,  355 
remarks: 

abatements  by  Board  of  Assessors,  538 

adoption  of  temporary  rules  of  Council,  6 

appropriation  of  $200,000  for  Fire  Department  boats,  426 

appropriation  of  $10,000,000  for  veterans'  housing,  464 

audit  of  Boston  Elevated  books  by  State  Auditor,  90 


Carey,  William  A.,  Councilor,  Ward  10,  Continued 
remarks: 

cleaning  of  streets  before  Easter,  160 

communication  from  Newburyport  City  Council  re  digging  of  clams, 

101 
corrections  in  minutes  of  October  14,  504 
covering  of  Elevated  third  rail,  41 
extension  of  White  Way  on  Huntington  ave.,  587 
fire  house  on  Parker  Hill,  113 
garage  under  Boston  Common,  89 
hearings  on  petitions  for  driveway  openings,  514 
hours  for  playing  baseball  games  on  Sunday,  20 
increased  annuities  to  certain  widows,  43 
information  as  to  cuts  in  budget,  125 

installation  of  "stop"  signs  at  St.  Alphonsus  st.  intersections,  403 
loan  for  off-street  parking,  430,  487 
notification  of  legislative  hearings,  20 
opinion  of  Corporation  Council  re  Council's  right  to  obtain  certain 

information  from  Mayor,  236 
opinion  of  Law  Department  on  ordinance  re  taking  of  shellfish,  100 
ordinance  establishing  Veterans'  Rehabilitation  Division,  32 
over-riding  of  Mayor's  veto  by  two-thirds  vote  of  Council,  10 
petition  of  Eastern  Massachusetts  Street  Railway  Company,  453 
re-establishment  of  five-cent  fare  zones,  597 
resolution  condemning  statement  by  Representative  John  H.  Tavlor, 

123 
return  of  service  men  without  further  delay,  23 
survey  and  razing  of  unsafe  buildings,  227 
throwing  of  broken  glass  on  beaches,  373 
traffic  lights  at  Huntington  ave.  and  West  Newton  St.,  109 
unnecessary  use  of  sirens  at  night,  355 
violations  of  road  travel  by  heavy  trucks  and  buses,  316 

Cathedral  Housing  Project 

conference  re  ruling  of  Building  Commissioner  on  city  building  laws; 
order  requesting,  242 

Cemetery  Division 

see  Park  Department 

Central  Greyhound  Lines,  Inc. 

hearing  before  Department  of  Public  Utilities  re  petition  to  operate 
buses  between  Boston  and  town  of  Hancock,  401 

Chase,  Perlie  Dyar,  Councilor,  Ward  4 

ward  area:  Back  Bay,  south,  and  Fenway 
oath  of  office:  1 
committee  appointments: 

County    Accounts,    Executive,    Inspection    of    Prisons,    Ordinances, 
Parkman  Fund,  Post-War  Planning  (chairman),  Rules,  27 
doubting  of  vote:  295,  431,  467,  539,  544,  545,  634 
orders: 

abatements  over  $25,000  made  in  1946,  557 

adoption  of  higher  flight  altitudes  by  Boston  planes,  557 

advertising  Boston  as  vacation  and  convention  center,  284 

assignment  of  motorcycle  police  to  Huntington  ave.,  113 

better  service  on  Huntington  ave.  subway  line,  57 

consultation  with  Finance  Commission  by  Assessors  re  large  abate- 
ments, 535  (with  Coun.  Bayley) 

continuance  of  Victory  Garden  program,  84  (with  Couns.  Russo  and 
Bayley) 

disposal  of  refuse  at  Spectacle  Island,  312 

erection  of  incinerator  on  Albany  st.,  312 

investigation   by   Finance   Commission   of  number  of  employees   in 
Mayor's  office,  330 

itemized  budgets  of  each  department  for  members  of  Council,  113 

legislation  for  parking  spaces  by  eminent  domain,  240 

Little  Building  tax  abatement,  448  (with  Coun.  Bayley) 

mode  of  employment  of  constables,  350 

operation  of  five-cent  bus  lines  in  Boston,  598 

parking  on  Massachusetts  ave.,  Ward  4,  241 

payment  of  City  Hospital  bills,  540 

roping  off  streets  for  Marathon  Race,  164  (with  Couns.  Bayley  and 
Lane) 

roping  off  streets  for  school  cadet  parade,  300  (with  Couns.  Bayley 
and  Russo) 

sale  of  public  lands  through  public  auction,  574 

sanding  of  ice-laden  crosswalks,  59 

stationing  of  traffic  officers  at  Huntington  ave.  and  West  Newton  St., 
113 

study  of  award  of  city  contracts  by  Finance  Commission,  292 

survey  of  apartment  houses,  to  determine  emergency  egress,  199,  227 

time  of  starting  ash  and  garbage  collections  in  Back  Bay,  572 

traffic  signals  at  Huntington  ave.  and  West  Newton  St.,  108 
ordinance:  hours  of  duty  of  firemen,  63  (with  Couns.  Cook,  Hannon, 

Scannell,  Cantwell,  Kelly,  Bryan,  Madden) 
point  of  information:  133,  254,  260,  328 
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Chase.   Perlie  l>\ n r.  Councilor,  Ward  4,  Continued 

point  of  parliamentary  inquiry:  L".M.   193 
point  of  personal  privilege:  392 

remarks: 
abatement  on  Little  Building  valuation,  466 
abatements  over  $25,000  made  in  1946,  557 
action  on  permits  for  Sunday  bowling,  .">i  I 

application  of  Pan-American  Airways,  Inc.,  555 
appointment  of  constables,  •il7 

appropriation    of    $80,000    for    purchase    of    boat     for     Institutions 
Department,   153,  179 

appropriation  of  $200,000  for  Fire  Department    boats,    120 
audit   of  Boston  Elevated  books  by  State  Auditor,  90 

budget  submitted  by  Mayor,  93,  120 

advertising  Boston  as  vacation  and  convention  center,  284 

appeal    to    Alcoholic    Beverage    Commission    from    decisions    of    local 

licensing  authorities,  61 
awarding  of  contracts  under  SI, 000,  273 
better  service  on  Huntington  ave,  subway  lines,  57 
cancellation  of  proposed  Huntington  ave.  street  widening,  499    ^   . 
consultation   With    Finance    Commission    by    Assessors    before  giving 

future  large  abatements,  535 
continuance  of  Victory  Garden  program,  84 
confirmation  of  constables,   76 
disposal  of  refuse  at  Spectacle  Island,  312 
erection  of  incinerator  on  Albany  St.,  312 
extension  of  rapid  transit  facilities  in  East  Boston,  357 
fees  for  Sunday  bowling  alleys,  541 
interpretation  of  sections  7  and  8  of  city  charter  bv  Attorney-General, 

200 
investigation   by   Finance   Commission   of   number   of   employees   in 

Mayors  office,  330,  336 
investigation  of  garbage  contracts,  034 
itemized  budgets  for  each  department  for  members  of  Council,   113 

126,  129 
legislation  for  parking  spaces  by  eminent  domain,  240 
Little  Building  tax  abatement,  448 
loan  for  off-street  parking,  391,  430,  478,  483,  601 
loan  of  SI, 000,000  for  sewerage  works,  206,  251,  256 
loan   of  81,500,000   for  construction  of  Public   Ways   or  Permanent 

Pavement,  215,  250 
loan  of  SI, 500,000  for  purchase  of  departmental  equipment,  212,  251 
mode  of  employment  of  constables,  350 

naming  of  certain  city  property  for  deceased  war  veterans,  260 
operation  of  five-cent  bus  lines  in  Boston,  598 
opinion  of  Corporation  Council  re  Council's  right  to  obtain    certain 

information  from  Mayor,  233 
ordinance  establishing  Veterans'  Rehabilitation  Division,  37 
ordinance  re  salaries  of  department  heads,  620 
over-riding  of  Mayor's  veto  by  two-thirds  vote  of  Council,  12 
payment  of  City  Hospital  bills,  540 
re-establishment  of  five-cent  fare  zones,  596 
salaries  of  department  heads,  members  of  boards,  etc.,  638 
sale  of  land  at  Cleveland  Circle,  640 
sale  of  public  lands  through  public  auction,  574 
sanding  of  ice-laden  crosswalks  and  sidewalks,  59 
study  of  award  of  city  contracts  by  Finance  Commission,  293 
supplementary  budget  of  8940,189.50,  323 

survey  of  apartment  houses  to  determine  emergency  egress,  199 
the  next  meeting,  355 

time  of  starting  ash  and  garbage  collections  in  Back  Bay,  572 
traffic  conditions  at  Huntington  ave.  and  West  Newton  St.,  113 
traffic  lights  at  Huntington  ave.  and  West  Newton  st.,  109 

resolves: 

abatement  on  Little  Building  valuation,  466  (with  Coun.  Bayley) 
cancellation  of  proposed  Huntington  ave.  street  widening,  499 
felicitations  to  Archbishop  Gushing  on  Silver  Jubilee  of  his  ordination, 

310  (with  Couns.  Muchniek  and  Hurley) 
interpretation  of  sections  7  and  8  of  city  charter  by  Attorney-General, 

200 
legislation  for  audit  of  Elevated  books  by  State  Auditor,  89 


Child  Care  Centers 

appropriation  requested  to  continue  centers  until  action  is  taken  by 

State. 8 1,  9  I 
letter  from  Committee  on  care  of  Child  Care  Centers,  43,  94 
Order  requesting  Mavoi  to  -iibmil  appropriation  for  continued  operation, 


Chronic   Hospital 

report  of  Finance  Commission  n  con   truction  of  hospital  on  main- 
land..'.! 


Citj    Charter  Revision 

order  H  Commi     ion    to    invite     Council     members  to 

hearings  held  by  commission,  517 


City  Clerk  Department 

appropriation:  SI 5,000  for  recording  and  copying  veterans'  discharge 

certificates,  39,  45 
draft  of  revision  of  ordinances:  order  asking  City  Clerk  to  prepare,  102 
Inaugural  Exercises:  remarks  of  City  Clerk  Hvnes  at  inaugural  of 

Mayor  Curley,  I 
list   of   inhabitants  qualified   to  serve  as  jurors   (City  Document 

No.  46),  345 
loan  for  off-street  parking  in  effect:  notice  from  City  Clerk,  496 
preparation  of  names  on  jury  list  for  ballot  box,  338 
recording  of  veterans'  discharges  and  temporary  custody  by  City 

Clerk, 580 
revision  of  Visitors'  Directory:  order  re,  381,  391 
transfers    from    other    departmental    appropriations:  Municipal 

Employment  Bureau,  SI, 481. 20,  579,  580 


City  Council 

inaugural  exercises:  Symphony  Hall,  January  7,  1946,  1 

oath  of  office  administered  by  Mayor  Curley  to  members  of  Council, 

as  follows,  1: 
members: 

James  S.  Coffey,  Ward  1 
Michael  Leo  Kinsella,  Ward  2 
Joseph  Russo,  Ward  3 
Perlie  Dyar  Chase,  Ward  4 
James  C.  Bayley,  Jr.,  Ward  5 
Joseph  M.  Scannell,  Ward  6 
Thomas  E.  Linehan,  Ward  7 
William  F.  Hurlev,  Ward  8 
Daniel  F.  Sullivan,  Ward  9 
William  A.  Carey,  Ward  10 
William  A.  Moriarty,  Ward  1 1 
Milton  Cook,  Ward  12 
Thomas  J.  Hannon,  Ward  13 
Isadore  H.  Y.  Muchniek,  Ward  14 
John  B.  Kelly,  Ward  15 
Philip  Austin  Fish,  Ward  16 
William  Joseph  Keenan,  Ward  17 
Michael  H.  Cantwell,  Ward  18 
Thomas  L.  McCormack,  Ward  19 
Walter  D.  Bryan,  Ward  20 
Edward  V.  Lane,  Ward  21 
Edmund  C.  Madden,  Ward  22 
adoption  of  temporary  rules,  6 
appointment  of  special  committees,  6 
appointment  of  temporary  Executive  Committee,  6 
ballot  for  President:  7 
committees  appointed: 
special  committees: 

Building    Code:     Couns.    Carey    (Chairman),    Linehan,    Russo, 

Sullivan,  Keenan,  27 
Constables:    Couns.    Muchniek    (Chairman),    Cook,    Bryan,    28; 
resignation    of    Coun.    Muchniek,    92;    membership    announced 
March   11:   Couns.    Bryan    (Chairman),    Cook,    Madden,     116; 
order  changing  name  of  committee  to  Committee  on  Constables 
and  Confirmation,  108,  144 
escort  to  President  Kelly,  9 
Hospitals:    Couns.    Hurley    (Chairman),     McCormack,    Cantwell, 

Coffey,   Scannell,   Sullivan,   Kinsella,   28 
Parks  and   Playgrounds:  Couns.  Bayley   (Chairman),  Madden, 

Lane,  Moriarty,  Bryan,  28 
Post-War    Planning:    Couns.    Chase     (Chairman),    McCormack, 

Keenan,  Muchniek,  Hannon,  28 
Public  Housing:  Couns.  Kinsella  (Chairman),  Linehan,  Keenan, 
Russo,  Bayley,  28 

Public    Safety:    Couns.    Kinsella    (Chairman),    Hannon,     Lane, 

Madden,  Cook,  28 
Public  Welfare:    Couns.  Sullivan   (Chairman),     Keenan,   Bryan, 

Muchniek,  Coffey,  28 
Public  Works   and   Street   Commissioners:    Couns.     Sullivan 

(Chairman),   Bryan,  Cantwell,  Kinsella,   Moriarty,   500 
Unclaimed     Baggage:     Couns.     Cook    (Chairman),     Muchniek, 

Bayley,  28 
Voting  Machines:  Couns.  Cantwell  (Chairman),  Sullivan,  R,usso, 

Moriarty,  Linehan,  Hurley,  Coffey,  28 
standing  committees: 

Appropriations:  Couns.  McCormack  (Chairman),  Fish,  Muchniek, 

Cook,  Bayley,  Cantwell,  Madden,  27 
Claims:   Couns.   Linehan    (Chairman),   Carey,    Kinsella,   Scannell, 

McCormack,  27 
County  Accounts:  Couns.  Bryan  (Chairman),  Moriarty,  Hannon, 

Chase,  Cantwell,  27 
Executive:  Coun.  Fish  (Chairman),  and  all  members,  16,  27 
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City  Council,  Continued 
standing  committees: 

Finance:   Couns.   Madden   (Chairman),   Lane,   McCormack,  Fish, 

Scannell,  Hurley,  Kinsella,  27 
Inspection  of  Prisons:  Couns.  Russo  (Chairman),  Carey,  Chase, 

Lane,  Moriarty,  27 
Legislative  Matters:  Couns.  Hannon  (Chairman),  Cook,  Coffey, 

Lane,  Kinsella,  27 
Licenses:    Couns.    Scannell     (Chairman),    Fish,     Coffey,    Hurley, 

Moriarty,  Madden,  Lane,  27 
Military   Affairs:   Couns.   Cantwell    (Chairman),   Carey,  Keenan, 

Madden,  Bayley,  28 
Ordinances:  Couns.  Cook  (Chairman),  Chase,  Hannon,  Scannell, 

Cantwell,  Bryan,  Madden,  27 
Parkman    Fund:    Couns.    Coffey   (Chairman),    Russo,     Bryan, 

Sullivan,  Chase,  27 
Printing:  Couns.    Keenan    (Chairman),    Sullivan,    Fish,    Hannon, 

Russo,  27 
Public  Lands:  Couns.  Moriarty   (Chairman),   Fish,   McCormack, 

Hurley,  Scannell,  27 
Rules:    Couns.    Lane    (Chairman),    Chase,    Muchnick,    Linehan, 
Carey,  27 
contracts  for  reporting  and  indexing  City  Council  proceedings, 

332 
corrections  in  minutes:  October  14,  pages  488,  489 
invitation  from  Mayor  to  attend  Christmas  party  for  Long  Island 
Hospital  patients,  606 

meetings  at  10  a.m.  on  Mondays:  order  requesting,  278 

orders: 

Committee  on  Constables  to  become  Committee  on  Constables  and 

Confirmation,  108 
construction  of  garage  under  Common  by  private  enterprise,  91 
establishment  of  Committee  on  Public  Housing,  9 

preparation  of  rules  for  1946-1947,  6 
reference  of  unfinished  business  from  1945,  6 

resolves  approving: 

amendment  of  act  re  garage  under  Boston  Common,  247 

delivery  of  July  4th  oration  by  Mayor  Curley,  627 

erection  of  memorial  to  General  George  S.  Patton,  Jr.,  122 

Finance  Commission  report  re  reducing  cost  of  municipal  service,  283 

forty-eight  hour  work  week  for  Boston  firemen,  499 

investigation  by  Finance  Commission  of  abatement  on  Little  Building 

valuation,  466 
payments  on  death  of  certain  members  of  police  and   fire  forces,  523 
payment  to  Bataan  and  Corregidor  survivors  or  parents,  572 
per  capita  grant  to  cities  and  towns  by  Federal  government,  30 
release  of  sugar  restrictions,  635 

residence  of  candidate  in  district  he  seeks  to  represent,  237 
retention  of  present  OPA  laws,  244 
retirement  of  elected  officers  in  Suffolk  County,  42,  58 
return  of  service  men  without  further  delay,  22 

resolves  approving  enactment  of  legislation  re 

audit  of  Boston  Elevated  books  by  State  Auditor,  89 

construction  of  garage  under  Common,  93 

H.  B.  281  re  hours  of  Sunday  baseball  games,  20,  60,  224 

H.  B.  507,  entitled  "An  Act  to  Dissolve  the  Boston  Railroad  Holding 

Company,"  291,  299 
H.  B.  1151  re  housing  for  veterans  and  persons  of  low  income,  245 
H.  B.  5363  re  benefits  to  certain  Federal  employees  who  are  veterans 

of  World  War  II,  122 
increased    payments    to    certain    widows    and    dependents    of    city 

employees  or  officials,  510 
increase  of  annuity  to  widow  of  Charles  E.  Deininger,  42 
increasing  to  $1,000  annuities  payable  to  certain  widows  of  policemen 

and  firemen,  58 
•     payment  of  money  to  Inocentia  F.  Maguire,  109 
payment  to  mother  of  Henry  F.  O'Brien,  58,  64 
payment  to  parents  of  Francis  Ricci,  84 
payment  to  widow  of  Charles  A.  Moore,  163 
refunding  of  license  fee  paid  by  Somerset  Hotel,  Inc.,  58,  64 
retirements  and  pensions,  102 
retirement  of  city  employees,  59,  64 
state-controlled  lottery  to  raise  fund  for  bonus  to  World  War  Veterans, 

125 
U.  S.  Senate  Bill  1592  on  housing,  372 
Wagner-Taft-Ellender  bill,  617 

resolves  condemning: 

action  of  Yugo-Slav  Government  in  sentence  of  Archbishop  Stepinac, 

500 
Boston   University   Trustees'   action  in  ordering  certain   tenants   to 

vacate  premises,  73,  78 
curtailment  of  powers  of  Price  Control  Act,  226,  244 
further  conscription  for  United  States  service,  22 
loan  to  Great  Britain,  etc.,  55,  111 

making  of  "Great  Family  Tradition"  a  campaign  issue,  525 
proposed  increased  gas  rates,  500 
reduction  of  compensation  of  certain  veterans,  226 
statement  by  Representative  John  H.  Taylor,  109,  111,  123 
treatment  of  Irish  Republican  prisoners,  301 


City  Council,  Continued 

resolves  extending  congratulations  to 

Archbishop  Richard  J.  Cushing,  310 

City  of  Cambridge  upon  100th  anniversary  as  municipal  corporation, 
350 

Hearst  Newspapers  for  campaign  against  indecent  films  and  books,  407 

Higgins,  Chief  Justice  John  P.,  59 

Right  Reverend  Michael  J.  Ahearn,  499 
resolution  upon  death  of: 

Dowling,  Frederic  E.,  478 

Hurley,  Charles  F.,  146 

Keene,  Charles  G.,  64 

Kelleher,  Most  Reverend  Louis  F.,  D.  D.,  570 

Reynolds,  Right  Reverend  Thomas  R.,  585 
rules  for  1946=1947:  52 

sound  system  in  Chamber:  order  re  installation,  280 
transfers  from  other  departmental  appropriations:  Proceedings, 

$224.68  from  Municipal  Employment  Bureau,  528,  541 
wearing    of    coats    and    ties    by    members    at    meetings:    order 

requesting,  355 


City  Documents 

No.  43:  annual  list  of  weighers  of  coal,  goods  and  other  minor  officers 

paid  by  fees,  for  term  of  one  year,  ending  April  30,  1947,  submitted 

by  Mayor,  218;  confirmed,  237 
No.  44:  annual  list  of  constables  authorized  to  serve  civil  process  upon 

filing  of  bonds  submitted  by  Mayor,  219;  confirmed,  237 
No.  45:  annual  list  of  constables  to  serve  without  bond  and  without 

authority  to  serve  civil  process  submitted  by  Mayor,  219;  confirmed, 

237 
No.  46:  list  of  inhabitants  qualified  to  serve  as  jurors,  345 
No.    58:    report   of  Committee    on  Perambulation    of  Boundary  Lines 

between  Boston  and  cities  and  towns  adjoining,  524 
printing  of  Municipal  Register  and  pocket  edition  of  Organization 

of  City  Government,  7 


City  Employees 


appointment  through  Civil  Service  Commission:  order  requesting, 

215 
Chapter  658,  Acts  of  1945,  re  retirement  system  for  employees,  318; 

accepted,  320 
day  off  for  Christmas  shopping:  589 
examining  physician  for  city  and  county:  appointment  of  John  A. 

Foley,  70,  84 
five=day  week:  order  requesting,  455 
half   holiday   on   April   9   in   observance  of   Bataan    Day:   order 

requesting,  172 
immediate  pay  increase  of  $400:  order  requesting,  329 
.  investigation    by    Finance    Commission    of   number   dropped    and 

added  and  war  veterans  employed;  order  requesting,  241,  244 
legislation  re  retirement  under  Chapter  658,  Acts  of  1945:  59,  G4 
number  and   salaries:   order  asking   Mayor  to  furnish   information, 

114,  200,  204;  opinion  of  Corporation  Counsel,  231 
report  of  Finance  Commission  re  number  of  municipal  employees,  281 
salary  increase  for  Suffolk  County  employees:  order  re,  371 
skeleton  force  on  Saturday  in  all  departments  where  possible,  271 
statistics  asked  from  Auditor  and  Budget  Commissioner,  183 


City  Hall 

cleaning  and  overhauling:  order  requesting,  28,  47 

City  Hall  Annex 

report  of  Stewart  Associates,  Inc.,  re  repairs,  549 

City  Hall  Clinic 
order  re  establishment:  59 


City  Messenger 

enforcement   of    rule    banning   presence    of    outsiders    in    Executive 

Room:  order  requesting,  250 
pictures   of   Council    members:    order   re   taking   and    insertion    in 

Municipal  Register,  44 


CITY 


(12) 


CLAIMS 


Cii_\    Messengert  Continued 

roping  Off  streets: 

Boston  Common  ball  field.  October  0.  400 

Boston  School  Cadet  Parade,  May  26,  300 

Cathedral  Club  road  race,  April  13,  122 

Charlestown  Btreets,  June  17th,  320 

Columbus  Day  Parade  route.  402 

John  B.  Kiiu   Vssooiates  road  race,  June  23,  333 

Marathon  Race,  \pril  20,  164 

Mary  V  Rarmon  Playground,  Memorial  Celebration,  May  20.  301 

Reddish  Athletic  Association  road  raoe,  March  .'50.  163 
salar\  of  Thomas  \\ .  McMahon:  order  r«  restoration  for  week  ending 

August  6,  1946,  420.  424 
sound  system  in  Council  Chamber:  or, lei  requesting  installation,  2 

City  Planning  Board 

appointments: 

Donovan,   Daniel  J„  319 
Fitsgerald,  Mary  M.,  319 

plans  to  diminish  traffic  congestion:  order  requesting  information, 

419,  47.'.  589 
transfers  to  other  departmental  appropriations:  Public  Buildings 

Department.  S2.000.  509,  517 

Citj    Record 

appropriation:  $5,400  from  City  Record  revenue,  G13.  027 
enlargement  of  scope  of  paper,  20 

Civil  Aeronautics  Administration 

probe  of  airplane  crashes:  order  requesting,  100 

Civil  Service  Commission 

order    requesting    department    beads    to    submit    requests    for    future 
appointments  to  Civil  Service  Commission,  215 

Claims 

compensation  for  accident: 
Amabello,  Qenero,  220 
Boyd,  Joseph  Q.,  27 
Heimberg,   Sidney,   231 

payment  for  detention  of  tugs:  Hall  Tug  and  Barge  Corporation,  40 

personal  injuries: 

Bashwav,  Sally,  300;  Backis,  Melvina,  309;  Baum,  Esther,  530 
Berardinelli.  Amelia,  03;  Berger,  Feme  A.,  270;  Bonvie,  Reta,  399 
Brickman,  Minnie,  399;  Bueceri,  Alice,  220;  Burgovne,  Robert  S.,  270 
Cahill,  ft\argaret  M.,  474;  Campbell,  Mary  L.,  381 
Carp,  Herman  and  Lillian,  510;  Chambers,  Clara  E.,  309 
Cohen,  Sidney,  345;  Collins,  John  F.,  507;  Conley,  Margaret,  381 
Connors,  Edward  J.,  Jr.,  332;  Cook,  Lueien  E.  and  Margery  E.,  014 
...  Marie  A.,  550;  Correnti,  Joseph,  309;  Cosgrove,  Elizabeth,  103 
.  Mrs.  Raymond,  345;  Counter,  Charles,  40 
Crosby,  Leonard  R..  103;  Currier,  Ann  G.,  481 

Daley,  Elizabeth  M.,  270;  Degnin,  Elizabeth,  332;  Derby,  Agnes,  220 
Dei  inc.  George  F..  345;  Dohertv,  Martha  W.,  318;  Doyle,  Mary,  550 
Du  Bay,  Robert.  381 
Epstein,  Stanley  M.,  99 

Finard,  Albert  W.,  231;  Finn,  Joseph  and  Ida  A.,  399 
Fitzgerald,  Marie  E.,  345;  Freeman,  Agnes  M„  418;  Frost,  P.  E„  418 
Giordano,  Mrs.  Anthony,  299;  Gleason,  John  J.,  507 
Glea-son.  Mary,  270;  Gochberg,  Anna,  439;  Godfrey,  Mildred,  399 
Golding,  Dorothv,  231;  Goldstein,  Fannie.  103;  Grady,  Mary  G.,  171 
Grant,  Eleanor,  593;  Gray,  Mary  E.,  381;  Green,  Philip,  318 
Greenberg,    Lena,  579 

Haley,  Mrs.  Albert,  318;  Halliday,  Marion,  507 
llalliscv.  Dorothy.  270;  Hamilton,  Martha  L.,  195 
Harris,  Beatrice,  195;  Healey,  Kathryn,  318;  Hebert,  Elizabeth,  530 
Hopkins.  Emma,  400;  Horton,  Verna,  579;  Hunt,  Helen  C,  579 
Hunter.   Helen,  014;  Hurley,  Mrs.  Mildred,  for  mother,  399 
Jensen,  Elizabeth  W.,  03;  Junkins,  William.  332 
Kallstrand,  Hilda,  030;  Kaufman.  Samuel  and  Nathan,  300 
Reams.  Marv  < '..    181  ;  Kellev,  Walter  .).,  510;  Kellv,  Lillian,  400 
Kennedy,  .lam.-  M..  369;  Korb,  Joseph  W.,  014 
Lannon,  Eva  J.,  530;  Larivee,  Mrs.  A.,  400;  Landa,  Mae,  299 
Laxar,  Ida.,  99;  LeCain,  Eva  G.,  270;  Lee,  Martin,  ,L,  99 
Leonard,  Peter,   139;  Limond,  Elizabeth  K.,  309 
I/, -an.  Helen  ( '.,  345;  Loughlin,  Mrs.  John  T.  O.,  474 
I.  don,  Rita,  107;  L'  uch,  Isabelle,  -'70.  Lyon,  Alice  M„  579 

William  I...  345;  I.  ttle,  Edwina  M.,  579 
Mac  Do  n  a  Id.  Mrs.  A.,  for  daughter,  345;  MacEachem,  Charles  L,  318 
MacKaj    Norma,  40;  Mandosa,  Helena  M.,  270 

Man  ph,  299;  McCall,  .lames,  .",.",0 

inlej    Annie,  318;  McManu  .  rerrance  P.,  614 
Mendel,  G<  rtrude  V,  369;  Michelin,  Julius,  lis 

Miehe)  on,   Harriet.  399;   Mill.        h  mci        195 


Claims,  Continued 

personal  injuries: 

Monkicwicz.  Charles,  399;  Moore,  Mrs.  J.  L.,  381 ;  Morgan,  Helen  P., 03 

Mulvihill,  Julia  M.,  10;  Murphy,  Arthur  F.,  Jr.,  231 

Murphy,  Janet  II.,  471;  Murphy,  Margaret  M.,  107 

Murphy,  Mrs.  Nora,  399 

Narbourne,  Adrian,  579;  Nichols,  Edna  J.,  345 

Nichols,  Ralph  L.,  for  wife.  530 

O'Brien,  Annie  M.,  318;  O'Brien,  James  R.,  270 

O'Brien.  Marv  M.,  270;  Orlandella,  Stella  M.,  107;  Ol.olo,  Angelo,  400 

Paridan,  lngrid  M.,  579;  Payette,  Maude,  270 

Phillips,  Gertrude,  300,  481;  Price,  Teresa  M.,  579 

Proctor,  William  H.,  285 

Quinn,  Saul,  99; 

Raftery,  Mary  V.,  345;  Rizolizzo,  Josephine,  140;  Riley,  Ann  F.,  507 

Riordan,  Dorothy  O.,  014;  Roberts,  Arthur  J.,  521 ;  Ross,  Dorothv,  399 

Kubino,  Maria,  381;  Rush,  Margaret  F.,  439;  Ryan,  Mary  A.,   107 

Ryan,  Sabina  M.,  014; 

Sagoff,  Samuel  H.,  490;  Saipe,  Eva.  108;  Scarlett,  Theresa,  370 

Scarpa,  Anna  M.,  345;  Sehucher,  Belle,  285 

Schuhmacker,  Henry,  381;  Seaward,  Margaret,  370 

Secord,  Gertrude  M.,  03;  Seidman,  Benjamin,  319; 

Shellmer,  Beatrice,  285;  Sherman,  Bessie,  579;  Smith,  Thomas  W.,  195 

Stankard,  Ruth,  440;  Swartz,  Hvman  D.,  507;  Sylvester,  Rose,  140 

Thornton,  Mary  T.,  299;  Tierney,  Mary  G.,  172 

Timmine.  William  .).,  521 

Van  Dyke,  Mrs.  P.  S.,  319     • 

Wantman,  Irwin,  40;  Weir,  Elizabeth,  579;  Whitt,  Silvia,  381 

Willhauck,  Helen  J.,  510;  Wolfson,  Lillian,  103;  Woloshen,  Tillie,  40 

property  damage: 
Abramson,  Edward,  399,  439;  Adams,  Benjamin,  579 
Adams,  Leo,  332;  Alexander,  Norman  E.,  03;  Anagnos,   William,  20 
Angeles,  Angeles  T.,  417;  Armstrong  Cork  Co.,  270 
Arnold,  Henry  T.,  99;  Aronson,  Henry  I.,  40 

Ballota  Joseph,  593;  Barry,  Charles  E.,  440;  Bates,  Charles  J.,  474 
Beattie,  Arthur  and  E.,  99;  Beever  Beer  &  Ale  Co.,  Inc.,  99 
Berlin,  Harry,  119;  Berry,  Wendell,  417;  Beswick,  Fred,  381 
Birrittieri,  Domenico  and  Nicolina,  70;  Black,  S.  L.,  417 
Blake,  Edward  F.,  400;  Bombella,  Henry,  107;  Bonfiglio,  David  A.  507 
Boston  Consolidated  Gas  Co.,  309;  Breznick,  Frank,  107 
Brody,  James  F.,  345;  Browning  Laundry  Co.,  417 
Budding,  Herbert  B.,  231;  Burgoyne,  Robert  S.,  270,  399 
Burke,  Stanley,  171 

Cady,  Charles,  593;  Calcagno,  Joseph  A.,  299; 

Cammarata,  Margaret,  107;  Campagne,  C,  030;  Cangeme,  Mary,  70 
Capen,  Harriet,  103;  Cappuccio,  Luigi  and  Maria,  70 
Caracostas,  Angelo  E.,  439;  Carp,  Herman  and  Lillian,  510 
Caruso,  Stephen,  103;  Cervone,  Salvatore,  50;  Clark,  Catherine  L.,  510 
Clark,  Nathaniel  M.,  014;  Coine,  Anne,  103;  Coleman,  Joseph,  521 
Connolly,  John,  550;  Cooke,  Lueien  E.  and  Margery  E.,  014 
Corrado,  Mark,  439;  Counter,  Albert,  40;  Counter,  Charles,  40 
Curley  Grain  &  Fuel  Co.,  03;  Curnane,  Chester  A.,  Jr.,  231 
Daly,  James  F.,  140;  Daunis,  Eleanor  B.,  10 
DeBeech,  Joseph  E.,  300;  De  Cola,  Mary  G.,  270 
Delaney,  Edward  J.,  27;  Delaney,  John  F.,  146  > 

Dellorusso,  Nicola,  381;  Demas,  James,  510;  Dineen,  Gladys  E.,  40 
Di  Perri,  Joseph,  50;  Dolan,  Charles  H.  530;  Donahoe,  John  F.  A.,  63 
Donnelly,  Joseph  P.,  10;  Donnelly,  Leonard  A.,  99;  Dowd,  Felix  E.,  50 
Downey,  Eleanor  E.,  27;  Doyle,  Richard  L.,  40 
Driscoll,  William  J.  and  Mary,  70;  Du  Bay,  Robert,  381 
Dunderdale,  John,  195 

Edry,  Frank  and  Victoria,  285;  Elina's  Stamp  &  Coin  Shop,  50 
Epstein,  Jacob,  309;  Essex  Tool  &  Die,  Inc.,  579 
Faulkner  Hospital,  399;  Fernandez,  Charles  T.,  614 
Finer,  Kalman,  220;  Finn,  Joseph  and  Ida  A.,  399 
Fitzgerzld,  John  S.,  195;  Fleming,  Thomas  J.,  507 
Foley,  Daniel  J.,  521;  Ford,  Eileen  F.,  439;  Forest  Hills  Cemetery,  381 
Fotos,  Esther,  490;  Fountain,  Joseph  H.,  474;  Frangillo,  Pasquale,  119 
Freelander,  Harry,  300;  Friel,  Edward  L.,  309;  Frost,  P.  E.,  418 
Garrity,  Andrew  F.,  439;  Gefaghty,  Edward  J.,  014 
Gerstl,  Samuel,  99;  Gilboy,  George  H.,  481;  Goldfine,  Jacob  B.,  140 
Goodman,  Michael,  119;  Gorman,  Betty,  345;  Greene,  Helen  C.,  418 
Guinto,  Mrs.,  439; 

Halaca,  Alexander,  318;  Hall,  George  W.,  99; 
Harnden,  Robert  D.,  481;  Harpel-Phillips  Co.,  Inc.,  418 
Harris,  Beatrice,  195,  231;  Haslet,  George  W.,  399 
Hedge  &  Mattheis  Co.,  50;  Herron,  Mrs.  Pauline,  399 
Hersch,  Janet,  Trustee,  014;  Heshion,  James  C,  408 
Hesse  Machine  &  Manufacturing  Co.,  Inc.,  381 
Hickey,  William  H.,  510;  Hoague-Sprague  Corporation,  299 
Hodgson,  Charles  J.,  172;  Hollett,  Ronald,  318; 
Holowenko,  Adam  J.,  345;  Hopkinson,  Joseph  W.,  418 
Hussey,  Walter  J.,  439; 

Innamorati  Brothers,  030;  Interland,  Charles  J.,  550 
Johnson,  John  R.,  309;  Johnson,  Ray  G,  530 
Kahn,  George,  381;  Kaplan,  Louis,  10 
Kaufman,  Samuel  &  Nathan,  306;  Keller,  George,  172 
Kelly,  Margaret  E.,  345;  Kelly,  Mary  M.,  107;  Kessler,  Emma,  50 
Kindlund,  Olive  M.,  03;  Kingham,  Warren  G,  172 
Kneffner,  Katherina,  299;  Kohl,  Bertram  W.,  40 
Krajewski,  Conrad  J.,  400;  Kress,  Arthur,  593 
Kuzirian,  John  G.,  530; 

La  Mattina,  Charles,  299;  Landesman,  Henry  M.,  10 
Lanzo,  Peter  P.,  99;  Lelito,  Henry  P.,  439 
Leonard  Furniture  Co.,  10,  474;  Lever  Brothers  Co.,  507 
Levetin,  Myer,  439;  Lezberg,  Jeanne!,  99 


CLAIMS 
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COAL 


Claims,  Continued 

property  damage: 

Lincoln  Upholstering  Co.,  16;  Lippincott,  Charles  H.,  579 

Lufty,  Mrs.  Nettie,  399;  Lunean,  Laurence  L.,  306 

Lynch,  Ann  P.,  220;  Lyons,  Louise  M.,  567 

MacDonald,  Daniel  N.,  63;  Mace,  Harrv  P.,  567 

MacPherson,  Bessie  M.,  369;  Magic  Tape  Co.,  630 

Management  Corporation,  381;  Marron,  Peter  F.,  481 

Marshall,  Lloyd  J.,  16;  Massachusetts  Plate  Glass  Insurance  Co.,  195 

Matthews  Granite  Co.,  220;  McCall,  James  E.,  593 

McCormick,  Hannah  C,  567;  Mclnnis,  Rose  A.,  521 

McKeen,  William  B.,  579;  McKie  Lighter  Co.,  481 

McLaughlin,  Ruth  C,  40;  McLennan,  Edward  R.,  172 

McMahon,  James  G.,  318;  McManus,  Claire,  614 

McNeil,  Francis  T.  and  Gladys,  381;  McTernan,  Rita,  369 

Miglietta,  Salvatore,  496;  Miller,  Edward,  306 

Miller-Norse  Fuel  Co.,  579;  Milliken,  Frederick  J.,  270 

Milone,  Mary,  172;  Mooradian,  Archie-,  70,  285 

Morgan,  Charles  E.,  318;  Motor  Mart  Garage,  550 

Murnane,  Angela,  370;  Murphy,  H.  S.,  27  . 

Murphy,  Margaret  M.,  306;  Murphy,  Mary  V.,  27 

Murphy,  Michael  Joseph,  99,  119;  Murray,  John  F.,  27,  40 

Mystic  Building  Wrecking  Co.,  Inc.,  418 

Naymie,  Estate  of  George  J.,  567 

Needell,  Joseph,  d/b  as  Norwood  Shoe  Store,  146 

New  England  Telephone  &  Telegraph  Co.,  332 

Norton  Realty  Corporation,  370;  Nunziato,  Jeremiah,  460 

O'Brien,  Francis  J.,  270;  O'Brien,  James  R.,  270 

Ofria,  Joseph  C,  418;  Olsson,  George  E.,  119;  O'Mallev,  Austin,  306 

O'Neil,  Edward  Leo,  399;  Orphanos,  Tasia,  195;  Oskoian,  Peter,  318 

O'Sullivan,  John,  63 

Pacotto,  Joseph,  99;  Pantell,  Mrs.  Joseph,  381;  Papalia,  Nicholas, 

220 
Pauletti,  Arthur,  318;  Perkins,  John  L.,  550;  Pieri,  Ormond  L.,  306 
Powers,  Joseph  J.,  70;  Price,  Herbert,  318 
Quinn,  Saul,  163 

Rabinovitz,  Arthur  and  Bella  E.,  530;  Raftery,  William  G.,  163 
Ransbottom,  Ethel  L.,  439;  Raymond,  Priscilla  M.,  172 
Reynard,  Sophie  K.,  146;  Rider,  Allen  B.,  399,  460 
Rigney,  John  T„  530;  Robinson,  Mrs.  Mary,  99 
Rourke,  Andrew  J.,  163,  220;  Rubbicco,  Pasquale,  345 
Rubinowitz,  Mrs.  E.  I.,  496;  Russo,  Sebastiano,  418 
Ryan,  Mary,  306 

Salami,  Diab  J.,  27;  Sampson  &  Coleman,  Inc.,  550 
Schiff  Co.,  345;  Schultz,  George  A.,  Jr.,  408;  Segal,  Harry,  163 
Seidman  Bros.,  Inc.,  319;  Selden  Radio  Co.,  27;  Shanks,  John  J.,  299 
Sheehan,  Frank  P.,  40;     Sign  Shop,  99;     Silverstein,  Wolfe,  381 
Six  Little  Tailors  Co.,  40;  Smith,  Charles  C,  99 
Smith,  Robert  0.  C,  579;  Sochin,  Samuel  M.,  399 
Spillane,  James  P.,  440;  Spivack,  Sylvia,  630;  Spriano,  Maria  T.,  306 
Standard  Drug,  530;  State  Street  Corporation,  27;  Steck,  Felix,  119 
Stewart,  James  W.,  306;    Strickland,  Clyde  E.,  408 
Stuart,  John,  299;  Sullivan,  James  J.,  567 
Sullivan,  Joseph  P.,  trustee  for  Julia  M.  Hyspler,  220 
Sweet,  Mary  E.,  418 

Teebagy,  Joseph  E.,  370;  Timmins,  William  J.,  521 
Tolman,  William  M.  and  Evelyn  M.,  593;  Toomev,  Michael,  50 
U-Dryvit  Auto  Rental  Co.,  Inc.,  370;  United  States  Post  Office,  614 
Van  Noorden  (E.)  Co.,  460;  Venn,  R.  H.,  345 
Wahlstedt,  Eugene  H.,  496;  Wainwright,  Scott  K.,  119 
Wallace,  Charles  J.,  418;  Walsh,  Alice  E.,  614 
Washington  Market,  399;  Weil,  Leopold,  27;  Weisman,  John,  593 
'      White,  Anna,  70;  Whitt,  Silvia  D.,  381;  Whitten,  Julius,  270 
Williams  (R.  P.)  Lumber  Co.,  Inc.,  481;  Wilson,  Robert  T.,  63 
Yacubian,  Harry  M.,  567;  Yacubian,  Mrs.  S.,  530 
Zabarrio,  Frank,  550;  Zeller,  Frederick,  27;  Zupsnis,  William,  345 

property  loss: 

Annato,  Albina,  50 

Cina,  Matthew,  146;  Codding,  Valentine,  Jr.,  593 

Frazier,  Alfred,  579 

Higgins,  Fred  L.,  481;  Horigan,  Michael  A.,  496 

Jankura,  Stephen,  579 

Murdock,  John  E.,  369 

Nickerson,  John  P.,  593 

Salino,  Katherine,  345 

Veino,  Peter,  593 

War  Shipping  Board,  S.  S.  "White  Sands,"  399 
rebate: 

AAA  Salvage  Co.,  306 

Rose,  Henry  W.,  399 

Thai,  Samuel,  381 
refund: 

Artenstein,  Annie,  510 

Boston  Quartermaster  Depot,  369 

Flaherty,  Patrick  J.,  332 

Gillespie,  Vera,  510 

Miller,  David,  345 

Pullatti,  Frank,  381 

Thalheimer,  Millie,  474 

Usiskin,  David,  332 

Walsh,  John,  195;  Whiteman,  Max,  345 
reimbursement: 

Allen,  Edith,  49;  Allen,  George  W.,  26,  67 

Amelotte,  Napoleon  R.,  399,  460 

Bentley,  Harold  J.,  439;  Blake,  Edward  F.,  345 

Boyd,  Joseph  G.,  163 


Claims,  Continued 

reimbursement: 

Boyle,  Edward  J.  (referred  February  19,  1945),  370 

Bradley,  John  W.,  107;  Burke,  Frank  J.,  510,  570 

Byron,  Thomas  S.,  172 

Connolly,  Patrick  J.,  521;  Coyle,  Neil  P.,  474;  Cox,  James  E.,  593 

Cox,  James  Joseph,  439;  Crone,  William,  474 

Dailey,  Michael  V.,  439;  Daloz  Co.,  Inc.,  L.  H.,  26 

Daly,  William  J.,  369,  383;  Delaney,  William  P.  J.,  579 

Dietchman,  Samuel,  381;  Donovan,  Charles  T.,  399 

Driscoll,  Daniel  I.,  63 

Enross,  Henry  J.,  579 

Farrell,  James  J.,  146;  Featherstone,  Edward  F.,  579 

Feeney,  Charles  J.,  381;  Finn,  John  A.,  318 

Freeman,  George  M.,  50,  215 

Gallagher,  John  F.,  67  (referred  Dec.  31,  1945) 

Gallagher,  Owen  J.,  285;  Garnett,  Robert,  171,  291 

Gaunt,  Lina  H.,  40;  Gerinano,  Biaggi,  119,  150;  Gilford,  George  S.,  220 

Gilman,  Rebecca,  195;  Giovaniello  Domenic,  146 

Giovenella,  Martin  J.,  496;  Glennon,  Timothy  J.,  63 

Gould,  Joseph  F.,  50,  215;  Griffin,  John  A.,  418,  460 

Hanlon,  William  F.,  50;  Hannon,  Francis  T.,  306 

Haugh,  William  H.,  579;  Hoolev,  William  F.,  593 

Huber,  William  R.,  16,  27,  67;  Huether,  Harrv  S.,  70 

Kelleher,  Mary  L.,  381;  Kellv,  James  F.,  285;  Kerr,  John  B.,  481 

Kilduff,  Joseph  F.,  345,  370;  Kilduff,  Peter  S.,  496 

Lara,  Clifford  A.,  530;  Larkin,  Thomas  F.,  70;  Lydon,  James  E.,  510 

Lvdon,  John  J.,  460;  Lynch,  William  A.,  220 

MacDonald,  Ernest  W.,  40;  Mackie,  Walter  C,  510 

Masucci,  Fred,  530;  Mavo,  Arthur  E.,  172,  345,  370,  593 

McCarthy,  Thomas  C,  99;  McDonnell,  Martin,  107 

McGinley,  Michael  T.,  163,  521 

McKinnon,  Parker,  67  (referred  Dec.  31,  1945) 

Mirabito,  Felix,  567;  Murphy,  Margaret  R.,  231 

Murphy,  Thomas,  345;  Murphy,  William  F.,  285 

Neal,  Mary  A.,  460;  Neisner  Bros.,  Inc.,  299 

Nelligan,  Gertrude  H.,  439;  Nielson,  Henry  T.,  439 

Nugent,  John  F.,  285 

O'Leary,  James  A.,  27,  345,  370 

Panzini,  Rosco,  163;  Partridge,  Lynde  C,  270;  Pender,  John  G.,  107 

Pineo,  Robert  O.,  481;   Power,  John  J.,  439 

Powers,  Edward  F.,  318,  481 

Quizz,  William,  107 

Reiss  Realty  Co.,  Inc.,  231;  Riseman,  Jay,  579 

Roper,  Joseph  M.,  16;  Russell,  Edward  J.,  439 

Rvan,  Patrick  J.,  270 

Savage,  Thomas  W.,  270;  Schaaf,  Nicholas  J.,  318 

Schiller,  Joseph  H,  370,  383;  Sharkey,  Edward  W„  345,  370 

Shaw,  Beatrice  E„  481;  Stapleton,  John  V.,  460,  492 

Sylvia,  Charles  M.,  70 

Thomson,   Edward   W.,   481;   Turner  Centre   System,    Inc.,   381 

Whitney,  Walter  W.,  332;  Wiley,  Francis  R.,  270 

Wilkening,  Paul,  99,  150 
salaries  as  employees  of  Bridge  Division: 

Connors,  George,  550 

Flynn,  John  J.  P.,  550 

McBreen.  Matthew  J.,  550 

O'Connell,  Daniel,  550 

Thomas,  William  B.,  550 
to  be  repaid  sum  of  money:  Massachusetts  Memorial  Hospital,  107 


Claims,  Committee  on 

members:  Couns.  Linehan  (Chairman),  Carey,  Kinsella,  Scannell, 
McCormack,    27 

petitions  referred:  16,  26,  40,  49,  63,  70,  99,  107,  119,  146,  163,  171, 
195,  220,  231,  270,  285,  299,  306,  318,  332,  345,  369,  381,  399,  408, 
417,  439,  460,  474,  481,  496,  510,  530,  550,  567,  579,  593,  614,  630 

reports:  67,  150,  215,  291,  370,  383,  460,    492,  570 


Clerk  of  Committees 

preparation  and  printing  of  pocket  edition  of  Organization  of  City 
Government,  7 


Coal 

annual  list  of  weighers    submitted  by  the    Mayor  for  term  of  one 

year  beginning  May  1,  1946,  as  contained  in  City  Document  No.  43: 

218,  237 
weighers  appointed : 

Anglin,  John  F.,  229 

Brine,  Helen  V.,  436,  464 

Concree,  Ethel  T.,  287,  311 

Fogarty,  Edward  J.,  414,  456 

Freeman,  Reid,  377,  402 

Griffin,  Robert,  528,  561 

Kelly,  Agnes  O,  117,  146 

Levitt,  Adele,  436,  464 

Loud,  Ray  E„  377,  402 

Morely,  John,  377,  402 
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coal.  Continued 

weighers  appointed: 
\.\  ii  k.  1  01  IB,  887,  31  I 
Pi  i  tin  i  o,   \i .in  B  i  Ii..  136,  16 1 
Phai  i.  W  iflBWOTON  P.,  562,  587 
Riust,  Hi  i  i  s  C  287,  311 
Sbooi  m  w  I'  vn  n>  1...  1 17.  146 
Sin  i  m  w.  Benj  \mi\,  612 
Smith,   \i  i\  W.,  69,  85 
Tooi  \n.  Ai.hkhia  M.,  318,  333 

WtLBT,    V 1  l  KANDEB   B.,  .'177.  402 

Wiu.i-.  Mabi  F  .  287,  311 


Coffey,  James  S.,  Councilor,  Ward  1 
«ard  area:  East  Boston 
oath  of  office:  1 
committee  appointments: 

Executive,  Hospitals,    Legislative    Mutters.    Licenses,    Parkman    Fund 
(Chairman),  Public   Welfare,   Voting  Machines,  27;   Mayor's  Com- 
mittee on  Memorializing  Veterans,  230 
committee  reports:  Parkman  Fund:  319,  402,  448,  512,  570 
doubting  of  vote:  7,  252,  411,  450,  451,  453.  4(19,  545,  554 
improvements: 
Eutaw  pi.,  383 
Faywood  ave.,  402 

orders: 

acceptance  of  Chapter  55G  authorizing  payment  to  parents  of  Francis 
Ricci,  ids 

action  of  members  of  Port  Authority,  23'.) 

angle  parking  at  Day  sq.,  585 

attendance  of  doctor  at  fires,  512  (with  Coun.  Sullivan) 

cleaning  up  of  crime  wave.  108 

completion  of  Day  sq.  construction,  442 

continuation  of  Child  Care  Centers,  43  (with  Couns.  Linchan,  Sullivan, 
Russo,  Kinsella,  Cook,  Kelly) 

employment  of  veterans  at  race  tracks,  402 

fencing  of  Chelsea  and  Saratoga  sts.,  442 

first-aid  station,  Logan  Airport,  402 

increased   pensions   to   certain   retired   employees,   458    (with  Couns. 
Ilannon,  Cook,  Sullivan,  and  Kinsella) 

increase  in  sewer  yard  force,  East  Boston,  390  (with  Coun.  Kinsella) 

installation  of  push-button  signals,  Ward  1,  144 

investigation  of  license  granted  Eastern  Massachusetts  Street  Railway 
Company,  319 

lease  of  Cudworth  School,  442 

municipal  building  for  East  Boston,  383 

new  bathing  beach  to  replace  Wood  Island  Park,  465 

one  day  off  in  six  for  police  force,  465 

payment  of  money  to  parents  of  Francis  Ricci,  408 

police  assigned  to  Suffolk  Downs,  465 

postponement  of  Fall  Racing  Meeting  at  Suffolk  Downs,  442 

removal  of  certain  Ward  5  restrictions,  557 

retention  of  Engine  40,  East  Boston,  584 

return  of  East  Boston  bathing  beach,  383 

roping  off  parade  route,  Columbus  Day,  402 

salaries  of  signalmen,  Traffic  Commission,  585 

Bchoolyards  as  supervised  play  areas,  442 

six-day  week  for  uniformed  members  of  Police  Department,  559  (with 
Couns.  Hurley.  Linehan  and  Kinsella) 

use  of  Cashman"  School  for  boys'  and  girls'  club,  86 

use  of  abandoned  school  buildings  for  veterans'   housing,  441 

use  of  Governor's  war-time  powers  to  relieve  housing  shortage,  442 

widening  of  Chelsea  and  Bennington  st.  junction,  408 
point  of  information:  347,  355,  409 
point  of  order:  9,  129,  273,  275 
point  of  personal  privilege:  237 

remarks: 

abatements  by  Hoard  of  Assessors,  o38 

acceptance  of  act  permitting  bowling  on  the  Lord's  Day,  518 

on  of  members  of  Boston  Port  Authority,  239 
ion  OH  permits  foi   Sunday  bowling,  545,  550 
amendment  of  act  re  garage  under  Boston  Common,  249 
appearance  of  Corporation  Counsel  before  legislative  committee,  275 
appoint  meat  of  Edward  C.  Carroll,  27  _ 

appointment  of  John  J.  <  'oleman  to  Boston  Housing  Authority,  28 
appropriation  of  $10,000,000  for  veterans'  housing,  463 
audit  of  Boston  Elevated  books  by  State  Auditor,  90 
awarding  of  contracts  under  $1,000,  274 
ballot   foi   Council  President,  7 

OD  Waterways,  Inc.,  petition.  569 
budget  for  1946.  130 

ning  of  South  Boston  beaches,  385 

mm!  up  of  'rime  waves,  108 

og  of  doors  of  Council  Chamber,  8 
completion  of  Day  sq.  construction,  442 
conference  re  stationary  firemen's  strike,  198 
,.„„■.  mp  McKay  as  veterans'  housing  project,  265 

employment  of  veterans  at  race  tracks,  403 

r.-ion  of  rapid  transit  facilities  in  East  Boston,  357 
feeo  for  Sunday  bowling  alleys.  541 
fencing  of  Chelsea  and  Saratoga  sts.,  442 
first-  ogan  Airport,  402 


Coffey,  James  S.,  Councilor,  Ward  I,  Continued 

remarks: 

garage  under  Boston  Common,  87 

hearings  on  petitions  for  driveway  openings,  514 

hours  of  duty  of  firemen,  86 

increased  allowances  for  employees  retired  prior  to  January  1,  1946,  457 

information  requested  from  the  Mayor,  202 

investigation  of  food  situation  in  Boston,  320 

investigation  of  license  granted  Eastern  Massachusetts  Street  Rail- 
way Company,  319 

loan  of  $40,000,000  in  anticipation  of  taxes,  6 

new  bathing  beach  to  replace  Wood  Island  Park,  465 

non-entertainment  of  representatives  of  English  government,  338 

one  day  off  in  six  for  police  force,  465 

opinion  of  Corporation  Counsel  re  Council's  right  to  obtain  certain 
information  from  Mayor,  236 

opposition  to  application  of  Pan-American  Airways,  Inc.,  552 

ordinance  re  salaries  of  department  heads,  621 

over-riding  of  Mayor's  veto  by  two-thirds  vote  of  Council,  10 

petition  of  Eastern  Massachusetts  Street  Railway  Company,  448,  452 

police  assigned  to  Suffolk  Downs,  465 

removal  of  certain  Ward  5  restrictions,  557 

residence  of  candidate  in  district  he  seeks  to  represent,  237 

retention  of  Engine  40,  East  Boston,  584 

return  of  East  Boston  bathing  beach,  383 

roping  contract  for  1946,  28 

schoolyards  as  supervised  play  areas,  442 

steps  to  secure  meat  supply,  451 

voting  machines  in  all  polling  places  of  city,  354 

withholding  of  payments  to  Elevated  until  completion  of  State  Audit,  91 
resolves: 

payments  on  deaths  of  certain  members  of  police  and  fire  forces,  523 
(with  Couns.  Lane,  McCormack,  Bryan,  Cantwell,  Madden,  Kelly, 
Fish,  Hannon  and  Moriarty) 

payment  to  parents  of  Francis  Ricci,  84 

residence  of  candidate  in  district  he  seeks  to  represent,  237 

salary  increase  for  Suffolk  County  employees,  371 

Coleman,  John  J. 

appointment  by  the  Mayor  as  member  of  Boston  Housing  Authority, 
16,  28 

Collecting  Department 

appointment:  Daniel  E.  Donovan,  City  Collector,  17 

designation  of  Joseph  F.  Fitzgerald  as  Acting  Assistant  City  Col- 
lector, 40 

resignation:  William  E.  Hurley,  City  Collector,  17 

taxes  received  from  housing  projects  and  amounts  received  from  same 
localities  in  prior  years;  orders  asking  information,  225,  297 

transfers:  Water  Division,  $2,500  from  Public  Works  Department, 
Water  Income,  564,  574 

Commission  for  Investigation  and  Study  of  Charter 

appointments: 

Carven,  Rupert  S.,  440 
Gillen,  Daniel  J.,  440 

Committee  Memorializing  Veterans 

appointment  of  members: 

Richard  Casey,  Chairman,  97 
David  J.  Brickley,  97 
J.  Ralph  Granara,  97 
William  P.  Long,  230 
Coun.  James  S.  Coffey,  230 
Coun.  Milton  Cook,  230 
Coun.  William  A.  Moriarty,  230 
naming  of  square  in  honor  of  Lieut.  George  W.  Vaccaro,  Jr.,  order 
requesting,  477 

Compensation  and  Classification  Plan 

amendments: 

assistant  clerk  of  courts,   Chelsea   District,   73,   99,    115;  vetoed   by 

Mayor,  145 
classification  of  "Visitor,"  577,  594,  595 
District  Attorney's  Office,  chief  stenographer  and  indictment  clerk, 

439,  478 
salary  adjustments  for  officers  and  employees  of  Suffolk  County,  592, 

626,  627 
South  Boston  district  court:  second  assistant  Clerk  of  Court,  344,  410 
Suffolk  County  Jail,  employment  of  female  nurse,  28,  50,  60 

Concessionaires  at  Public  Beaches 

restrictions  on  drinks  served  in  glass  containers:  order  requesting, 
371 
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Congressional  Bills 

U.  S.  Senate  Bill  1592  on  housing:  order  endorsing,  372 

Congressional  Candidate 

resolve  re  residence  of  candidate  in  district  he  seeks  to  represent,  237 

Congressional  Medal  of  Honor 

legislation  re  payment  of  annuity  of   $5,000  to  holder:  order  re,  321 

Conners  Brothers  Company 

payment  of  claim:  order  accepting  chapter  622  of  Acts  of  1945,  591 

Conscription 
resolve  opposing  further  conscription  for  United  States  service,  22 

Constables 

bond  approvals:  270,  288,  299,  306,  319,  418,  474,  594 
City  Document  No.  44:  annual  list  submitted  by  the  Mayor  of  con- 
stables authorized  to  serve  civil  process  upon  filing  bonds,  219,  237 
City  Document  No.  45:  annual  list  of  constables  to  serve  without  bond 

and  without  authority  to  serve  civil  process,  219;  confirmed,  237 
mode  of  employment:  order  asking  opinion  of  Finance  Commission, 

350,  435 
resignations: 

Blue,  James  L.,  531 

Morrow,  Thomas,  474 
with  power  to  serve  civil  process,  upon  filing  bond: 

Bacon,  William  James,  287,  311 

Blue,  James  L.,  399,  411 

Bornstein,  Abraham,  377,  402 

Donovan,  Patrick  Joseph,  229,  306 

Duffy,  Bernard  Joseph,  436,  464,  481 

Galvin,  William  Thomas,  145,  164,  167 

Gerber,  Wilfred,  399,  411 

Hamlet,  Walter  E.,  145,  164,  167 

Levendorf,  Louis,  229,  286,  306 

Morrow,  Thomas,  377,  402 

McCormick,  Frank  Pender,  399,  411 

Mercandante,  John,  459,  478 

Palladino,  Hector,  287,  311,  319 

Priest,  John  L.,  69,  85 

Riley,  Thomas  Joseph,  629 

Tatel,  William,  229 

Trent,  Rudolph  L.,  436,  464 
without  power  to  serve  civil  process,  without  bond: 

Amato,  James,  287,  311,  326,  334 

Brennan,  Martin  A.,  107,  146 

Cantwell,  Charles  A.,  69,  85,  91 

Curley,  John  J.,  341,  370 

Dalev,  Jeremiah  A.,  69,  85,  91 

D'Alto,  Sabino,  62,  73,  74 

Duffley,  Joseph,  229,  286 

Daley,  James  W.,  296,  311,  339 

Fitzgerald,  George  M.,  480,  500 

Foley,  John  F.,  62,  73,  74 

Glynn,  Thomas  H.,  229,  286 

Grappocio,  Leo  G.,  612 

Hanify,  John  W.,  107,  146,  164 

Hynes,  Leo  E.,  62,  73,  74 

Keefe,  Dennis,  331,  347 

Kenney,  James  J.,  229,  286 

Kohlus,  Carl  H.,  69,  85,  91 

Kopp,  Robert  H.,  69,  85,  91 

Lanata,  Louis  J.,  304,  333 

Lawler,  Robert  J.,  62,  73,  74 

Lindsay,  Raymond  M.,  296,  311 

Linnehan,  Lawrence,  69,  85,  91 

Locke,  Joseph  A.,  145,  164,  167 

Maclsaac,  Edward  J.,  69,  85,  91 

MacLean,  Lloyd,  229,  286 

Maguire,  Walter  F.,  107,  146 

McGowan,  Edwin,  229,  286 

Mele,  Antonio  M.,  107,  146 

Moriarty,  Frank  J.,  62,  73,  74 

Murphy,  James  J.,  62,  73,  74,  311 

Murphy,  Walter  A.,  287 

Nelligan,  Edward  H„  62,  73,  74 

Nelson,  George  A.,  331,  347 

O'Brien,  John  T.,  399,  410,  420 

O'ConneU,  William  J.,  562,  585 

Salem,  Peter,  62,  73,  74 

Sullivan,  William  P.,  377,  402 

Toole,  John  Walter,  69,  85,  91 

Watson,  Rudolph  F.,  69,  85,  91 


Constables,  Committee  on 

members:  Couns.  Muchnick  (Chairman),  Cook,  Bryan,  28;  resignation 
of  Coun.  Muchnick,  92;  membership  announced  March  11;  Couns. 
Bryan  (Chairman),  Cook,  Madden,  116 

order  that  committee  become  Committee  on  Constables  and  Con- 
firmations, 108 

report  of  Committee  on  Rules  recommending  change  of  name  be 
adopted:  order  passed  March  19,  144 

resignation  of  Coun.  Muchnick,  92 


Constables  and  Confirmations,  Committee  on 

members:  Couns.  Bryan  (Chairman),  Cook,  Madden,  116 
reports:  146,  164,  237,  286,  291,  311,  332,  333,  334,  347,  370,  402,  410 
420,  456,  464,  478,  483,  500,  561,  585,  587,  630 

Contingent  Fund 
appropriations  charged  to  fund: 

care  of  graves  of  soldiers,  sailors  and  marines,  $10,000,  266,  290 

compensation    of    Medical    Panel    Board    examining    veterans 
seeking  retirement  because  of  incapacity,  155,  165 

Visitors'  Directory,  revised  edition,  381,  391 

War  Memorial,  Boston  Common,  $3,000  (additional),  400,  404 

Zoning  Adjustment  Board,  $1,500,  331,  333 
reimbursement  of  employees'  claims: 

Fire  Department,  150,  (3)  370 

Park  Department,  370 

Police  Department,  (2)  67,  150,  291,  370,  (2)  460 

Contracts  and  Contractors 

notice  of  interest  in  contracts: 

Cauley,  Marv  W.,  40 
Ellis,  Merton  P.,  299,  369 
Ellis,  W.  H.  &  Son,  369 


Contracts  Under  $1,000 

order    asking    that    Commissioner    of    Public     Works    combine    small 
contracts  to  enable  competitive  bidding,  272 


Cook,  Milton,  Councilor,  Ward  12 

ward  area:  Roxbury,  east 

oath  of  office:  1 

acting  chairman:  319-326 

appeal  from  ruling  of  the  Chair:  557 

committee  appointments: 

Appropriations,    Constables,    Executive,    Legislative   Matters,    Ordi- 
nances (Chairman),  Public  Safety,  Unclaimed  Baggage,  27;  Mayor's 
Committee  on  Memorializing  Veterans,  230 
committee  reports: 

Ordinances:  41,  63,  401,  410,  540,  552,  615 
doubting  of  vote:  152 
improvements: 
Buena  Vista  St.,  443 
Gaston  st.,  278 
orders: 

coal  for  public  buildings,  551  (with  Couns.  Lane,  Keenan,    Hannon, 

Kelly,  Fish  and  Madden) 
continuation    of    Child    Care    Centers,    43    (with    Couns.    Linehan, 

Sullivan,  Russo,  Kinsella,  Coffey,  Kelly) 
fire  box,  Ward  12,  58 
increased    annuities   to   certain   widows   of   deceased   employees,   43 

(with  Couns.  Lane,  Bryan,  Fish,  Kinsella,  Carey,  Hannon) 
increased  pension  allowances,   458   (with  Couns.  Hannon,   Sullivan, 

Kinsella  and  Coffey) 
installation  of  electric  street  lights,  468 
leasing  of  Hull  School,  58  (with  Coun.  Hannon) 
non-entertainment  of  representatives  of  English  government,  338 
police  appointments  from  existing  list  for  sergeants,  525  (with  Couns. 

Keenan,  Madden,  Cantwell,  Hannon  and  Lane) 
proposed  action  against  New  York,  New  Haven  &  Hartford  Railroad, 

333 
reimbursement  of  Samuel  Dietchman,  420  (with  Coun.  Moriarty) 
replacing  of  gas  lamps  on  Cliff  st.  by  electric  light,  147 
resurfacing  of  certain  Ward  12  streets,  22 

traffic  hazard  at  Seaver  st.  and  Walnut  ave.,  91  (with  Coun.  Moriarty) 
traffic  signals,  Humboldt  ave.  and  Seaver  st.,  22 
ordinances: 

fees  for  Sunday  bowling  alleys,  541 

hours  of  duty  of   firemen,  63  (with  Couns.  Chase,  Hannon,  Scannell, 

Cantwell,  Kelly,  Bryan,  Madden) 
salaries  of  department  heads,  635 


COOK 


(16) 


ELECTION 


Cook,   Milton,  Councilor,  Ward  12,  Continued 

point  of  information:  .">7.  112,  634 
point  of  order;  312,  394,  535,  557 
point  of  parliamentary  inquiry:  834 

remarks: 
abatement  on  Little  Building  valuation,  167 
abatements  by  Board  of  Assessors,  536 
abolition  of  Committee  on  Constables,  93 
acceptance  of  aot  permitting  bowling  on  the  Lord's  Day,  518 
action  on  permits  for  Sunday  bowling,  546 
amendment  of  act  ra  garage  under  Boston  Common,  J  17 
appropriation  for  facilities  for  veterans'  housing,  289 
appropriation    of   SS0.000    for   purchase    of    boat    for    Institutions 

Department,  177 
budget  for  194li.  136 

i-hnnging  name  of  "Harvard  Bridge"  to  "Technology  Bridge,"  319 
confirmation  of  constables,  76 

condemnation  of  statement  by  Representative  Taylor,  111,  122 
extension  of  rapid  transit  faeilities  in  East  Boston,  356 
fees  for  collecting  commercial  rubbish  and  transporting  garbage,  615 
fees  for  Sunday  howling  alleys,  542 
hours  of  duty  for  firemen.  63 
increased  allowances  for  employees  retired  prior  to  January  1,  1946, 

457 
license    for    Sunday   Sports   to   Boston   American    League    Baseball 

Company,  152 
loan  for  off-street  parking,  392,  397 
loan  of  $1,000,000  for  Sewerage  Works,  206 
market  district  rentals,  611 

naming  of  certain  city  property  for  deceased  war  veterans,  259 
new  ordinance  re  hours  of  duty  of  firemen,  86 
non-entertainment  of  representatives  of  English  government,  338 
operation  of  five-cent  bus  lines  in  Boston,  598 
opinion  of  Corporation  Counsel  re  Council's  right  to  obtain  certain 

information  from   Mayor,  235 
oi.ler  re  action  of  Boston  Port  Authority,  240 
ordinance  re  salaries  of  department  heads,  620,  635,  638 
ordinance  re  sale  of  tickets  for  public  amusement  by  agencies,  339 
persons  invited  to  appear  concerning  off-street  parking  loan,  396 
proposed  action  against  New  York,  New  Haven  &  Hartford  Railroad, 

334 
re-establishment  of  five  cent  fare  zones,  596 
reference  of  appointments  to  Committee  on  Constables,  92 
repeal  of  Chapter  4  of  Ordinances  of  1946,  re  Registry  Department,  422 
replacing  of  gas  lamps  on  Cliff  St.  by  electric  lights,  147 
report  of  committee  re  transfer  of  land  on  Belle  ave.,  290 
residence  of  candidates  in  districts  they  seek  to  represent,  239 
return  of  service  men  without  further  delay,  23 
Suteliffe  Transportation  Company  bus  petition,  607 
traffic  lights  at.  Humboldt  ave.  and  Seaver  St.,  22 
use  of  abandoned  Charlestown  schoolhouse  bv  veterans  with  families, 

302 
veterans'  housing,  412 
resolves: 
amendment    of    act   re   garage    under    Boston    Common,    247    (with 

Conns.  Hannon,  Fish,  Lane,  Bryan,  Cantwell,  McCormack,  Keenan 

and  Kelly) 
condemnation  of  statement  bv  Representative  John  H.  Taylor,   109, 

1 22 
making   of   "Great   Family   Tradition"   a   campaign   issue,   525  (with 

Couns.  Hurley,  Muchnick,  Scannell,  Kinsella  and  Hannon) 

County  Accounts,  Committee  on 

members:    Couns.    Bryan    (chairman),    Moriarty,    Hannon,    Chase, 

Cantwell,  27 
petitions  referred:  99,  163,  172,  231,  285,  319,  345 
reports:  60,  106,  115,  172,  184,  250,  291,  320,  355,  410,  478,  595,  626 
veterans'  applications  for  retirement: 
Penal  Institutions  Department: 

Cronin,  Frederick  J.,  184,  250 

Donahue,  Daniel  E.,  355 

Kelly,  Matthew  L.,  106 

Kineavey,  Thomas  Francis,  119,  172 

Londrigan,  John,  320 

Maree,  Bartholomew  J.,  291 

Robertson,  John,  119,  172 

County  Buildings  Department 

transfer  from  Public  Buildings  Department,  504,  509,  517 

Count)  Compensation  Plan 

salary    adjustments    recommended    by    Budget    Commissioner,  591, 
626, 627 

dishing,  Archbishop  Richard  J. 

congratulations   of   Council    on    25th   anniversary   of   ordination   as 
priest,  310 


Deaths 

Dowling,  Frederick  E.,  Election  Commissioner,  478 

Hurley,  ex-Governor  Charles  F.,  146 

Kccne,  Charles  G.,  64 

Kelleher,  Most  Reverend  Louis  F.,  D.D.,  576 

Reynolds,  Rt.  Rev.  Thomas  R.,  585 

Debt  Incurred  by  City 

legislation  proposed  by  Mayor:  39,  64,  67 

Dedham  &  Hyde  Park  Gas  Company 

hearing  before  Public  Utilities  Department  re  issue  of  common  stock, 
481 

Dedham  Transit  Lines,  Inc. 
bus  operation  petition,  99 


Deininger,  Charles  E. 

resolve  approving  enactment  of  legislation  increasing  amount  of  annuity 
payable  to  widow,  42,  58 


Departmental  Equipment 

loan  of  $1,500,000  to  be  expended  by  various  departments  for  additional 
equipment,  156,  211,  251;  passed,  255 


Dorchester  Court  House 

cleaning  and    painting:   order   requesting   Superintendent  of   Public 
Buildings  to  clean  and  paint,  102,  118 


Dorsey,  John  A. 
restoration  to  rank  of  captain:  order  requesting,  103 


Downes  Realty  Corporation 

exchange  of  land  at  Southampton  and  Atkinson  sts.  with  city-owned 
land,  305,  574,  609 


Eastern  Massachusetts  Street  Railway  Company 

bus  operation  license  petitions: 

from  Sullivan  sq.  to  Somerville  line,  299 

Mattapan  sq.  to  Park  sq„  418,  448,  451,  465 

Mystic  ave.,  between  Somerville-Boston  boundary  line  and  Main  St., 

270 
investigation  of  license  granted  to  operate    motor    vehicles    from 

Sullivan  sq.  to  Somerville  line:  order  asking,  319;  referred  to  Executive 

Committee,  319;  rejected,  340 
notice  of  hearing  before  Department  of  Public  Utilities,  497 


Election  Department 

appointment  of  Commissioners: 

Langone,  Joseph  A.,  Jr.,  163 

Manning,  Michael  J.,  Acting  Election  Commissioner,  332 

Pfau,  Gertrude  A.,  481 
consolidation  of  precincts,  Wards  1  to  4:  594 
counting  of  ballots  for  Coun.  Russo:  order  re,  334,  345 
demonstration  of  voting  machines  in  each  ward:  order  requesting, 

443,471 
hearing  on  discharge  of  54  precinct  workers,  533,  539,  547 
increased  staff  and  better  conditions  for  precinct  workers:  order 

requesting,  533 
instruction  of  precinct  officers  as  to  duties,  316,  331 
non-certification  of  any  candidate  not  living  in  district  he  seeks  to 

represent,  237,  293,  296 
resignation:  Langone,  Joseph  A..  Jr.,  332 
resolution  of  regret  on  death  of  Frederic  E.  Dowling,  478 
return  of  vote  for  Register  of  Deeds,  567 
return  on  48-hour  week  for  firemen,  508 
vote  on  license  questions:  568 
voting  machines:  communication  re  purchase  and  use,  381 


EMERGENCY 


(17) 


FIRE 


Emergency  Allotment  Plan 

legislation  proposed  by  Mayor  for  extension:  39,  64,  67 

Emergency  Finance  Board 

approval  of  loan  of  $2,900,000  to  meet  appropriations  made  for  Old 
Age  Assistance,  299 

Exchange  of  Land 

exchange  between  city  and  Downes  Realty  Corporation  of  land 
at  Southampton  and  Atkinson  sts.,  305,  574,  609 

Exchange  Realty  Co. 
offer  to  purchase  land  at  Cleveland  Circle,  594 

Executive  Committee 

appointment  of  Coun.  McCormack  as  temporary  chairman,  32,  271, 

371 
members:  all  Councilors;  Coun.  Fish,  Chairman,  16,  27 
petitions  referred:  27,  40,  50,  70,  99,  119,  146,  163,  172,  231,  285,  319, 

332,  362,  381,  418,  481,  521,  580,  593,  614 
reports:  25,  32,  45,  60,  64,  73,  91,  114,  152,  165,  228,  290,  302,  314, 

320,  333,  340,  356,  374,  391,  404,  410,  424,  457,  478,  483,    506,    517, 

527,  541,  561,  573,  586,  607,  627,  63, 

Fairbank,  Beeckman  L. 

petition  of  Boston  Waterways,  Inc.,  to  operate  ferry  to  East  Boston 
airport,  440,  569 

Faneuil  Hall 

extension  of  market  limits  by  Board  of  Street  Commissioners,  28S 
rentals  of  stalls,  cellars,  etc.,  379,  410,  588,  610 

Farmers  of  Hudson,  Mass. 

offer  to  collect  garbage  from  certain  sections,  505 

Federal  Public  Housing  Authority 

letter  re  appropriation  by  city  for  construction  of  facilities  in  con- 
nection with  veterans'  housing  constructed  by  Federal  Government, 
289 

temporary  housing  for  veterans  at  Camp  McKay,  298 

Federal  Works  Agency 

agreement  re  plans  for  construction  of  new  Surgical  Building,  219,  228 
agreement  to  advance  $25,000  for  plans  for  new  nurses'  home,  City 
Hospital,  400,  404 

Field,  Fred  T.,  Chief  Justice 

appointment  of  Administration  Committee  of  District  Courts,  18 
oath  of  office  administered  at  inaugural  of  Mayor  Curley,  1 

Finance  Commission 

abatement  on  Little  Building  valuation:  request  to  investigate,  466 

city  employees:  investigation  asked  of  number   dropped    and    added, 

and  war  veterans  employed,  241,  244 
consultation  by  Assessors  before  giving  future  large  tax   abatements; 

order  requesting,  535,  587 
investigation   of  number  of  employees   in    Mayor's  office:  order 

requesting,  330,  336 
opinion  asked  re  legality  of  appointment  of  constables,  350,  435 
reports  re: 

collection  and  disposal  of  refuse,  307 

construction  of  chronic  hospital,  51 

fire  prevention,  381 

forty-eight  hour  week  for  firemen,  580 

Huntington  ave.  widening,  521 

incinerators:  418,  474 

Little  Building  tax  abatement,  531 

loan  of  $10,000,000  to  meet  part  of  current  expenses,  120 

municipal  employees,  371 

real  estate  tax  burden,  188 

sale  of  Cleveland  Circle  land  to  Samuel  Fish,  615 

sales  of  public  lands,  568 

tax  rate  for  1946,  362,  374 

veterans'  retirements,  18 
study  of  all  contracts  awarded  by  Purchasing  Department  without 

bid  for  $1,000  or  more;  order  requesting,  292 


Finance  Committee 

members:    Couns.    Madden    (Chairman),    Lane,    McCormack,    Fish, 

Scannell,  Hurley,  Kinsella,  27 
reports,  206,  215,  250,  460,  482 

Fire  Department 

acceptance   of  Chapter   219,   Acts   of    1946,   re  increase   of   certain 

Annuities  to  widows  of  firemen,  280 
appropriations: 

construction  of  new  buildings  for  engines  8,   10,   and  23  and  West 
Roxbury  fire  station,   $450,000  from  sales  of  city  property,  379,  410 

boats,  $200,000  from  sales  of  city  property  417,  424 

purchase  of  fireboat,  $100,000,  360,  374,  374 
attendance  of  doctor  at  fires:  order  requesting,  512,  528 
discontinuance  of  two-platoon  system:  order  requesting,  55,  60 
Election  Commission  return  on  48-hour  week  for  firemen,  568 
Engine  40,  East  Boston:  order  requesting  retention,  584,  612 
fire  box  at  Warren,  Moreland,  St.  James  and  Cliff  sts.,  Ward  12:  order 

re  installation,  58,  118 
firehouse   at  Washington  st.   and  Parkway,   Ward   20:   order   asking 

immediate  erection,  151,  152 
firehouse  on  Parker  Hill:  order  requesting  construction,  113 
fire  in  Old  Colony  ave.  dump:  order  requesting  extinguishing,  371 
fireman  at  theatre  performances:  order  requesting,  560,  578 
fire  prevention:  report  of  Finance  Commission  re,  381 
forty=eight    hour   work   week   for   firemen:   resolve  favoring,   499; 

report  of  Finance  Commission,  580 
hours  of  duty  for  firemen:  ordinance  amending  Chapter  6  of  Or- 
dinances of  1942  (message  of  Mayor  and  ordinance  referred  December 

31,  1945),  60,  63;  new  ordinance  submitted  and  passed,  63;  veto  by 

Mayor,  69;  new  ordinance  submitted  by  committee,  85,  passed,  91 
increase  to  $1,000  of  annuities  payable  to  widows  of  certain  firemen: 

order  approving  enactment  of  legislation,  58;  increase  to  $1,500,  483 
information  re  headquarters  of  Chief  of  Fire  Department:  order  re- 
questing, 626 
life  insurance  plan  for  firemen:  order  re,  516 
payments  on  death  of  certain  members:  resolve  favoring,  523 
payment  to  widows  of  Patrick  J.  Cady  and  Warren  E.    Barnard,  512 
pensions  and  annuities  for  death  of  husband: 

Bailey,  Elizabeth  R.,  319 

Barrett,  Rita,  70,  290 

Chamberlain,  Matilda  E.,  362,  527 

Farley,  Mrs.  William,  163,  521 

Foster,  Mary  E„  172 

Fullerton,  Gertrude  M.,  381 

Kelley,  Mary  A.,  285 

Martin,  Margaret  M.,  362 

McTighe,  Mary  A.,  481 

Mellyn,  Mary  E.,  381,  527  (for  death  of  brother) 

Orton,  Lillian  F.,  285,  418 

Riley,  Anna,  332,  527 

Savage,  Teresa  M.,  73  (petition  referred  August  27,  1945) 

Simmons,  Ella  M.,  119 

Sullivan,  Evelyn,  481 

Sullivan,  Florence  M.,  580 

Welch,  Agnes  L.,  231,  614 
reimbursements  of  employees'  claims: 

Burke,  Frank  J.,  510,  570 

Germano,  Biaggi,  119,  150 

Kilduff,  Joseph  F.,  345,  370 

O'Leary,  James  A.,  345,  370 

Schiller,  Joseph  H.,  370,  383 

Sharkey,  Edward  W.,  345,  370 

Stapleton,  John  V.,  460,  492 
resignation:  Fitzgerald,  John  I.,  17 
resolve  favoring  enactment  of  legislation  re  pensioning  members  of  Fire 

Department,  102;  veto  by  Mayor,  107 
retirement  allowances  for  firemen  retired  for  accidental  disability,  320 
rope  ladders  in  certain  rooms  of  hotels  and  rooming  houses:  order  re- 
questing, 561 

fireboat  "John  P.  Dowd,"  459,  517 

fire  station  17,  Harrison  ave.,  land  and  building  (referred  December  17, 
1945),  148,  183 

sirens:  order  re  unnecessary  use  at  night,  355 

transfer  of  land  from  Real  Estate  Commission  on  Charter  and  Hanover 
sts.  for  new  firehouse:  order  requesting,  199,  274,  277,  290 

transfer  of  land  on  Harrison  ave.  from  Real  Estate  Commission,  304, 
561 

transfers  from   other  departmental   appropriations:   Health   De- 
partment, $15,000,  579 

Fire  Prevention 
report  of  Finance  Commission,  381 


FISH 


(18) 


HANNON 


Fish,  Philip  Austin,  Councilor,  Ward  16 

ward  area:  Dorchester,  south 

oath  of  office:  1 

acting  chairman:  101    IOC.  122    125.  17S    1S."> 

appeal  from  decision  of  the  Chair,  257 

appointment  as  Chairman  of  Executive  Committee,  16 

committee  appointments: 

Appropriations,   Executive  (Chairman),  Finance,   Licenses,  Printing, 
Public  Lands,  27 
committee  reports: 

Executive:  25,  45.  CO.  7.!,  01,  114.  165,  228,  290,  302,  314,  340,  350, 
874,  391,  404.  410.  424.  47S.  483.  506,  517,  527,  541,  561,  573,  586, 
607,  627,  637 

Licenses:  45,  576 
improvement:  Rangeley  st.  (unaccepted  portion),  147 
orders:  > 

acceptance  of  Orne  st.,  408 

acceptance  of  private  way  between  44  and  46  Chickatawbut  St.,  408 

coal   for   public   buildings,   551    (with   Couns.   Lane,   Cook,   Keenan, 
Hannon,  Kelly  and  Madden) 

extension  of  Adams  st.  bus  line  to  Hallet  st.,  115 

icing  of  drinking  fountains,  355  (with  Coun.  Keenan) 

increased    annuities    to   certain    widows   of   deceased    employees,    43 
(with  Couns.  Lane.  Bryan,  Kinsella,  Carey,  Cook,  Hannon) 

investigation  of  permit,  389 

reopening  of  passageway  under  New  Haven  tracks,  79  (with   Coun. 
KeUy) 
point  of  information,  133,  348 
point  of  order:  131,  348 
remarks: 

abatements  by  Board  of  Assessors,  538 

action  on  permits  for  Sunday  bowling,  544 

appropriation  of  $80,000  for  purchase  of  boat  for  Institutions  De- 
partment. 176 

breakdown  on  budget  appropriations,  94 

budget  for  1946,  127 

confirmation  of  constables,  349 

hearing  on  acceptance  of  act  to  permit  bowling  on  the  Lord's  Day,  519 

hearing  on  off-street  parking,  434 

increased  annuities  to  certain  widows,  43 

investigation  of  number  of  employees  in  Mayor's  office,  330 

itemized  budgets  for  each  department  for  members  of  Council,  113 

lighting  facilities,  Ward  13,  405 

loan  for  Long  Island  Hospital  buildings,  587,  609 

loan  for  off-street  parking,  573 

loan  for  $500,000  for  veterans'  housing,  359 

loan  of  $1,000,000  for  sewerage  works,  207 

loan  of  $1,500,000  for  purchase  of  departmental  equipment,  212 

loan  of  $5,000,000  for  off-street  parking,  479 

motion  to  adjourn,  478 

ordinance  re  salaries  of  department  heads,  619 

payment  of  City  Hospital  bills,  540 

plans  for  March  17,  116 

police  appointments  from  existing  list  for  sergeants,  526 

reference  of  appointments  to  Committee  on  Constables,  92 

sale  of  land  at  Chestnut  Hill  and  Commonwealth  aves.,  409 

supplementary  budget  of  $940,189.  59,  325 

taxes  to  ease  real  estate  taxation,  168 

the  next  meeting,  316,  637 
resolves: 

amendment  of  act  re  garage  under  Boston  Common,  247  (with  Couns. 
Cook.  Hannon,  Lane,  Bryan,  Cantwell,  McCormack,  Keenan  and 
Kelly) 

increase  of  certain  salaries  in  Building  Department,  199  (with  Coun. 
Hannon) 

opposition  to  reduction  of  compensation  to  certain  veterans,  226  (with 
Coun.  Madden) 

payments  on  death  of  certain  members  of  police  and  fire  forces,  523 
(with  Couns.  Lane,  McCormack,  Bryan,  Cantwell,  Madden,  Kelly, 
Hannon.  Moriarty  and  Coffey) 

per  capita  grant  to  cities  and  towns  by  Federal  Government,  30  (with 
Couns.  Lane  and  Madden) 

Fish,  Samuel  Q. 

sale  of  land  at  Commonwealth  and  Chestnut  Hill  aves.  by  city,  171, 
408,  424,  586,  639;  report  of  Finance  Commission,  615 

Fort  Hill  Observatory 

order  rr  improvements:  280;  letter  from  Thomas  A.  Regan,  288; 
letter  from  Captain  John  J.  Sheehan,  286;  communication  from  Park 
Department,  298;  letter  from  Art  Commission,  304 

Oarage  Under  Common 

legislation    proposed    by    Mayor   re   construction   of   garage   under 

Common  and  Public  Garden,  39,  64,  67,  68 
order  dating  Council  i-  in  favor  of  construction  by  private  enterprise,  91 
resolve  authorizing  construction  of  garage  by  City  of  Boston,  86,  93 
resolve  re  amendment  of  act,  247 


Oarbage  Collection 

investigation  of  garbage  contracts:  order  requesting,  631 
ordinance  r«  fees  for  collecting  and  transporting  garbage  and  rubbish, 
590,  615 

Gifts 
Ryan,  William  H.:  bequest  to  Randidge  Trust  Fund,  529,  541 

Goods 

annual  list  of  weighers  submitted  i>y  the  Mayor  as  contained  in  City 

Document  No.  43,  218;  confirmed,  237 
weighers  appointed : 

Allen,  Michael  F.,  229,  291 

Atwood,   Newton,  408,  457 

Bloch,  Samuel,  408,  457 

Cacciola,  Biaqio  J.,  229,  291 

Capillo,  Rosario,  156 

Cleaves,  William  S.,  229,  291 

Colby,  Howard  W.,  318,  333 

Concree,  Ethel,  287,  311 

Conley,  John,  304,  333 

Conti,  Frank  J.,  318,  333 

Coughlin,  William  J.,  229,  291 

Dennis,  Paul,  229,  291 

Donovan,  Timothy  R.,  229,  291 

Ellms,  Carlton  W.,  Jr.,  156 

Ferala,  Michael,  318,  333 

Ferriter,  William  P.,  341,  370 

Fieldhouse,  Herbert,  Jr.,  229,  291 

Flanagan,  John  J.,  318,  333 

Fleming,  John  F.,  341,  370 

Foley,  Francis,  229,  291 

Gavin,  Thomas,  107,  146 

Graham,  William  L.,  107,  146 

Harding,  H.  Marsden,  229,  291 

Henry,  J.  E.,  229,  291 

Isenberg,  Mildred,  229,  291 

Kelley,  Francis  J.,  331,  347 

Lampron,  Charles  M.,  229,  291 

Lenaghan,  Charles  W.,  304,  333 

Lord,  Nathaniel  C,  296,  333 

Lordan,  James  J.,  107,  146 

Mackay,   Daniel  J.,  156 

Marchant,  Alphonso  S.,  341,  370,  377,  402 

Matheson,  Frederick  C,  229,  291 

McLeod,  John  C,  296,  333 

Mountain,  William  H.,  304,  332 

Noonan,  Joseph  F.,  99,  108 

Noone,  Richard  S.,  341,  370 

O'Brien,  William,  472,  483 

Porter,  Joseph  B.,  408,  457 

Powers,  William  B.,  62,  73 

Shea,  David  A.,  318,  333 

Shoohigh,  Michael,  341,  370 

Stewart,  Joseph  B.,  377,  402 

Tedeschi,  Paul,  341,  370 

Tomasello,  Anthony  S.  J.,  287,  311 

Toye,  Charles  J.,  341,  370 

Treseler,  Marjorie  J.,  399,  411 

Viglas,  Andrew  G.,  341,  370 

Walsh,  Walter,  318,  333 

White,  Francis  J.,  472,  483 

Willis,  Mary  F.,  287,  311 

Grain 

measurers  appointed:  annual  list  submitted  by  Mayor  as  contained 
in  City  Document  No.  43:  218 
Dewey,  Francis  J.,  287,  311 
Shanahan,  John  T.,  341,  370 

Graves  Registration 

See  Veterans'  Graves  Registration 

Graves  of  Soldiers,  Sailors  and  Marines 

appropriation  of  $10,000  for  care  of  graves,  to  be  charged  to  Con- 
tingent Fund,  266,  290 

Hannon,  Thomas  J.,  Jr.,  Councilor,  Ward  13 
ward  area:  Dorchester,  north 
oath  of  office:  1 

appeal  from  decision  of  the  Chair:  421 
committee  appointments: 

County    Accounts,     Executive,     Legislative     Matters      (Chairman), 
Ordinances,  Post-War  Planning,  Printing,  Public  Safety,  27 


HANNON 
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HANNON 


Harmon,  Thomas  J.,  Jr.,  Councilor,  Ward  13,  Continued 
committee  reports:  Legislative  Matters,  58,  64,  101 
doubting  of  vote:  466 
improvements: 

Alexander  St.,  278 

Magnolia  St.,  278 

Monadnock  St.,  278 

Moseley  st.,  278 
motion  to  adjourn:  95 
orders: 

acceptance  of  Chapter  559  of  Acts  of  1946,  420 

adoption  of  temporary  rules  of  Council,  6 

air  service  police  patrol,  571 

annuity  to  holder  of  Congressional  Medal  of  Honor,  321  (with  Coun. 
Scannell) 

appointment  of  Dr.  John  A.  Foley  as  examining  physician  for  Suffolk 
County  employees,  petitioners  for  retirement,  84 

appointment  of  special  committees,  6 

appointment  of  temporary  Executive  Committee  and  Chairman,  6 

bids  for  erection  of  Savin  Hill  bathhouse,  41 

car  stop  on  Columbia  rd.,  146 

coal  for   public   buildings,   551    (with   Couns.   Lane,   Cook,   Keenan, 
Kelly,  Fish  and  Madden) 

Columbia  rd.  municipal  building  gymnasium  improvements,  456 

condition  of  Savin  Hill  Beach,  347 

Committee  on  Constables  to  become  Committee  on  Constables  and 
Confirmations,  108 

construction  of  Lebanon  and  Oleander  sts.,  109 

construction  of  Savin  Hill  bathhouse,  59 

contract  for  indexing  City  Council  Minutes,  332 

contract  for  reporting  City  Council  Proceedings,  332 

Corporal  Joseph  A.  Donovan  tennis  courts,  387 

cost  of  covering  third  rail  on  Elevated  system,  102 

court  action  against  parents  of  truant  children,  41 

covering  of  Elevated  third  rail,  41  (with  Coun.  Kelly),  637 

day  off  for  city  employees  for  Christmas  shopping,  585 

dump  fire  smoke  nuisance  abatement,  384  (with  Coun.  Linehan) 

E.  C.  A.  of  $200  to  certain  pensioned  city  employees,  405 

enlargement  of  scope  of  City  Record,  20 

extinguishing  fire  in  Old  Colony  ave.  dump,  371 

fence  on  John  Winthrop  playground,  172 

five-day  week  for  all  city  employees,  455 

half  holiday  on  April  9  for  all  city  employees,  172 

immediate  use  of  Peoples  Palace  Hotel,  302 

improvement  of  street  lights  in  Ward  13,  109 

increased  annuities  to  certain  widows  of  deceased  employees,  43  (with 

Couns.  Lane,  Bryan,  Fish,  Kinsella,  Carey,  Cook) 
increased  minimum  retirement  benefits,  278 

increased  pension  allowances,  458  (with  Couns.  Cook,  Sullivan,  Kin- 
sella, Coffey) 
increased  staff  and  better  conditions  for  election  workers,  533  (with 

Couns.  Lane,  Bayley  and  Madden) 
information  as  to  old  and  new  pension  systems,  456 
installation  of  electric  fans  in  subway  trains,  388 
installation  of  more  public  telephones,  City  Hospital  buildings,  571 
insuring  of  city-owned  public  buildings,  147 

investigation  of  food  situation  in  Boston,  320  (with  Coun.  Keenan) 
leasing  of  Hull  School,  58  (with  Coun.  Cook) 
lighting  facilities,  Dorchester  ave.,  at  Crescent  ave.,  405 
lighting  facilities  in  vicinity  of  Columbia  Village,  585 
maintenance  of  veterans'  memorial  plaque  on  Common,   163   (with 

Coun.  Kinsella) 
medical  aid  to  recipients  of  Old  Age  Assistance,  387 
meetings  of  Council  at  10  a.  m.  on  Mondays,  278 
memorial  to  Boston  war  dead,  278 
notice  to  owners  of  raise  in  assessment,  370 
notice  of  charges  for  spraying  trees  on  private  property,  585 
notification  of  legislative  hearings,  20 
painting  of  crosswalks,  Uphams  Corner,  540 
park  and  mothers'  rest  on  Humphreys  School  site,  456  (with  Coun. 

Linehan) 
parking  facilities  for  City  Hospital  visitors,  571 
pictures  of  Council  members,  44 
police   appointments   from    existing    list   for    sergeants,    525    (with 

Couns.  Keenan,  Madden,  Cantwell,  Lane  and  Cook) 
preparation  of  rules  for  1946-1947,  6 
printing  of  Municipal  Register,  etc.,  7 
proper  equipment  and  facilities  at  all  field  houses,  477 
reconstruction  of  Richard  C.  Humphreys  School,  163 
records  issued  by  Registrar  of  Births,  Deaths  and  Marriages,  322 
reinstatement  of  painters  by  Boston  Housing  Authority,  388 
re-opening  of  convenience  station,  Ward  7,  38  (with  Coun.  Linehan) 
.  repair  of  Midland  St.,  Savin  Hill,  20 
restoration  of  service  on  Dorchester  Branch,  560  (with  Couns.  Keenan, 

Muchnick,  Kelly  and  Cantwell) 
restrictions  on  licenses  issued  to  concessionaires  at  public  beaches,  371 
resurfacing  of  streets  in  vicinity  of  St.  Margaret's  Hospital,  Ward  13, 

173,  278 
roping  off  of  Mary  A.  Hannon  playground,  301 
roping  off  McConnell  Park  for  Sunday  football  games,  513 
sale  of  surplus  property  of  city,  21  , 

sanding  of  Savin  Hill  Beach,  333 
skeleton  schedule  for  city  departments  over  July  4th  weekend,  346 

(with  Couns.  Cantwell,  Bryan,  Sullivan  and  McCormack) 
standard  application  form  for  widows'  abatement  and  over-valuation 

cases,  600  (with  Coun.  Cantwell) 
suggested  appointment  of  secretary  to  Statistics  Bureau,  31 


Hannon,  Thomas  J.,  Jr.,  Councilor,  Ward  13,  Continued 
orders: 

thanks  to  School  Committee  for  prompt  action,  59 
three  councilors  as  members  of  Mayor's  Advisory  Committee,  109 
transfer  of  Humphreys  School  land  to  Park  Department,  571 
underpass  at  Uphams  Corner,  571 
Uphams  Corner  traffic  tower,  146 

use  of  vacant  land  on  Carson  st.  for  playground,  109,  164 
ordinance:  hours  of  duty  of  firemen,  63  (with  Couns.  Cook,    Chase, 

Scannell,  Cantwell,  Kelly,  Bryan,  Madden) 
point  of  information:  164 
point  of  order:  200,  324 
point  of  parliamentary  inquiry:  257 
remarks: 

acceptance  of  Chapter  559  of  Acts  of  1946,  420 
air  service  police  patrol,  571 
appointment  of  James  Amato,  328 

appropriation  for  construction  of  facilities  for  veterans'  housing,  289 
appropriation  of  -580,000  for  purchase  of  boat  for  Institutions  De- 
partment, 165,  173 
appropriation  of  $10,000,000  for  veterans'  housing,  464 
bids  for  erection  of  Savin  Hill  bathhouse,  41 
budget  for  1946,  126 
car  stop  on  Columbia  rd.,  147 
condition  of  playgrounds,  221 
confirmation  of  appointments,  108 
construction  of  Lebanon  and  Oleander  sts.,  109 
court  action  against  parents  of  truant  children,  41 
covering  of  Elevated  third  rail,  41,  102,  637 
day  off  for  city  employees  for  Christmas  shopping,  585 
discontinuance  of  two-platoon  system  in  Fire  Department,  55 
E.  C.  A.  of  $200  to  certain  pensioned  city  employees,  405 
enlargement  of  scope  of  City  Record,  20 
extension  of  rapid  transit  facilities  in  East  Boston,  356 
extinguishing  fire  in  Old  Colony  ave.  dump,  371 
five-day  week  for  all  city  employees,  455 
function  of  Committee  on  Ordinances,  421 
garage  under  Boston  Common,  88 
immediate  use  of  Peoples  Palace  Hotel,  302 
improved  lighting  at  Dorchester  and  Crescent  aves.,  405 
improvement  for  playground  purposes  of  land  on  Carson  st.,  164 
improvement  of  street  lights  in  Ward  13,  109 
increased   allowances   for   employees   retired   prior   to   January      1, 

1946,  457 
increased  annuity  to  widow  of  Charles  E.  Deininger,  42 
increased  minimum  retirement  benefits,  278 
increased  pensions  to  certain  retired  employees,  458 
increased  taxes  on  Suffolk  Downs  property,  279 
increase  of  certain  salaries  in  Building  Department,  199 
increasing  nursing  staff  and  salaries  of  hospital  employees,  503 
information  as  to  employees  hired  and  discharged,  201 
information  as  to  old  and  new  pension  systems,  456 
information  re  number  of  city  employees,  206 
installation  of  electric  fans  in  subway  trains,  388 
insuring  of  city-owned  public  buildings,  147 
investigation  of  charges  re  garbage  contracts,  635 
investigation  of  number  of  employees  in  Mayor's  office,  330 
legislation  for  parking  spaces  by  eminent  domain,  241 
legislation  proposed  by  Mayor  concerning  city,  65 
legislation  re  payment  of  annuity  to  holder  of  Congressional   Medal 

of  Honor,  321 
lighting  facilities  in  vicinity  of  Columbia  Village,  585 
loan  for  off-street  parking,  391,  429,  573 
loan  of  $1,000,000  for  sewerage  works,  209,  257 
loan  of  $40,000,000  in  anticipation  of  taxes,  6 
medical  aid  to  recipients  of  Old  Age  Assistance,  387 
meetings  of  Council  at  10  a.  m.  on  Mondays,  278 
memorial  to  Boston  war  dead,  278 
motion  to  go  into  executive  session,  354,  468 
new  fire  house,  Ward  20,  151 

notice  of  charges  for  spraying  trees  on  private  property,  585 
notice  to  owners  of  raise  in  assessment,  370 
notification  of  legislative  hearings,  20 
objection  to  recess,  454 
opinion  of  Corporation  Counsel  re  right  of  Council  to  obtain  certain 

information  from  the  Mayor,  234 
ordinance  establishing  Veterans'  Rehabilitation  Division,  32 
ordinance  re  salaries  of  department  heads,  622,  638 
over-riding  of  Mayor's  veto  by  two-thirds  vote  of  Council,  10 
park  and  mothers'  rest  on  Humphreys  School  site,  456 
parking  and  telephone  facilities  for  City  Hospital  visitors,  571 
persons  invited  to  attend  executive  meetings,  440 
police  protection  at  football  games,  524 
proper  equipment  and  facilities  at  all  field  houses,  477 
reconstruction  of  Richard  C.  Humphreys  School,  164 
recording  in  favor  of  off-street  parking  loan,  396 
records  issued  by  Registrar  of  Births,  Deaths  and  Marriages,  322 
reinstatement  of  painters  by  Boston  Housing  Authority,  388 
repair  of  Midland  st.,  21 
repeal  of  Chapter  4  of  Ordinances  of  1946  re  Registry  Department, 

423 
resolve  approving  passage  of  H.  B.  1151,  246 
restoration  of  police  rank  to  John  A.  Dorsey,  103 
restoration  of  service  on  Dorchester  Branch,  560 

restrictions  on  licenses  issued  to  concessionaires  at  public  beaches,  371 
retirement  benefits  paid  city  employees,  297 


H  \\\ON 
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HURLEY 


Hannon,  Thomas  J.,  Jr.,  Councilor,  Ward  13,  Continued 

remarks: 

sale  of  mii  plus  property  of  oity,  21 

survey  ana  rasing  of  unsafe  buildings.  227 

three  councilors  as  members  of  Mayor's  Advisory  Committee,  109 

underpass  at  Uphams  Corner,  571 

withdrawal  of  driveway  opening  petition  from  Committee  on  Licenses, 

513 
resolves: 

adoption  of  48-hour  work  week  for  Boston  Bremen,  499 

amendment  of  act  r«  garage  under  Boston  Common,  2-17  (with  Conns. 

Cook.    Fish,    Lane,    Bryan,    Cantwell,    MeCortnaek,    Keenan    and 

Kelly) 

congratulations  of  city  bo  Right  Reverend  Michael  J.  Ahearn,  49!) 
congratulations  to  Archbishop  Rieiiard  J.  dishing,  310 
eongratulations  to  Chief  .Justice  lliggins,  59  (with  Coun.  Russo) 
increase  of  certain  salaries  in  Building  Department,  199  (with  Coun. 

Fish) 

legislation  ff  payment  to  widow  of  Charles  A.  Moore,  163 

legislation  re  retirements  ami  pensions.  102 

making  of  "Great  Family  Tradition"  a  campaign  issue,   525   (with 

Couns.  Hurley.  Muchnick,  Cook,  Seannell  find  Kinsella) 
payments  on  death  of  certain  members  of  police  and  fire  forces,  523 

(with  Couns.  Lane,  McCormack,  Bryan,  Cantwell,  Madden,  Kelly, 

Fish,  Moriarty  and  Coffey) 
payment  to  mother  of  Henry  F.  O'Brien,  58 
regret  at  death  of  ex -Governor  Charles  F.  Hurley,  146 
retirement  of  city  employees,  59 


Harvard   Bridge 

order  re  changing  name  to  "  Technology  Bridge,"  519 


Health  Department 

appointment  of  Health  Commissioner:  Cauley,  John  H.,  M.  D.,  381 

appointments; 

Cahalan,  Joseph  A.,  Deputy  Commissioner,  Division  of  Housing  and 

Sanitation,  271 
Collector  of  Milk  Samples:    Bernardi,  Louis,   119   (provisional); 

Mutascio,  Joseph  A.,  440 
Food    Inspectors:   Grappocio,    Leo    G.,    51   (temporary);  Oatway, 

Henry,   163    (provisional) 
Inspector  of  Housing  and  Sanitation:    Bernardi,  Louis  J.,  408; 
Callahan,     Raymond    M.,    384;     Cosato,     Anthony,    27;     Foley, 
Patrick   L.,   108   (provisional) ;    Murphy,   John,    108   (provisional) ; 
N  orris,  Frank  H.,  100;    Moffitt,  John  J.,  307  (provisional) 
ash   barrels:    order  re  furnishing  by  landlords  to  certain  apartment 

tenants,  370 
covering  of  ash  and  garbage  trucks:   order  requesting  Commissioner 

to  compel  owners  to  cover  such  trucks,  43 
Division  of  Rodent  and  Vermin  Control:   order  requesting  establish- 
ment, 317 
fire  in  Old  Colony  ave.  dump:    order  requesting  extinguishing,  371, 

384 
health  clinic  in  Tileston  School:    order  requesting,  316 
menace  at  corner  of  Canterbury  and   Poplar  sts.,  Ward  9:   order 

asking  correction  of  condition,  151,  229 
pollution   in   Mystic  river:    order  requesting  investigation  of  pollu- 
tion affecting  Ward  2  bathing,   121 
resignation:    Dr.  Frederick  J.  Bailey  as  Commissioner,  381 
South   Boston   Health   Unit:    operation  of  shower  on  all  hot  days, 

order  requesting,  371,  398 
transfers    to   other   departmental    appropriations:     Fire   Depart- 
ment, 115,000,  579,  586;    Hospital  Department,  $30,000,  579,  586 
Whittier  Street  Health   Unit:   order  requesting  caretakers  for  park 
connected  with  unit,  370 


Health   Units 

South  Boston  Health  Unit:    order  requesting  operation  of  shower  on 
all  hot  day-.  371,  398 

Whittier  Street   Health   Unit:    order  requesting  two  caretakers  for 
park  connected  with  unit,  370 


Higgins,  Chief  Justice  John   P. 

congratulations  of  Council  on  appointment  on  International  Military 

bunal   ."''i 
letter  of  appreciation  for  Council  congratulations,  84 


Hospital  Department 

appointment  of  Hospital  Trustees: 

Realty,  Dr.  Mary  Moore,  381 

Timilty,  Joseph  F.,  70 
additional  ambulance  service,  City  Hospital:   order  requesting,  387 
appropriations:     X-Ray    Department,    $75,000    from    Sales    of    City 

Proporty,  614,  627 
construction   of   memorial   hospital   by   White   Fund:    order  re- 
questing, 72 
Hyde  Park  Clinic:   order  requesting  establishment  by  White  Fund,  387 
,  increase  of  $600  in  nurses'  salaries:   order  requesting,  626 
increasing  nursing  staff  and  salaries  of  hospital  employees:  order 

requesting,  501 
installation   of   more   public   telephones   in    hospital   buildings: 

order  requesting,  571,  628 
nurses    and    other    City    Hospital    employees:     order    requesting 

increased  salaries,  478 
nurses'  home:   plans  for  new  home  at  City  Hospital,  400 
parking  facilities  for  City  Hospital  visitors:    order  requesting,  571, 

628 
payment  of  City  Hospital  bills,  540 

Personnel  Manager:  order  re  establishment  of  position,  512 
School  of  Nursing:  order  requesting  survey,  504 
sub-relief  hospital  on  Emerson  property:  order  requesting,  627 
surgical   building:  agreement  with  Federal  Works  Agency  re  plans 

for  construction  of  new  building,  219,  228 
transfers  from  other  departmental  appropriations: 

Health  Department,  $30,000,  579,  586 

Snow  Removal,  $75,000,  592,  608 


Hospitals,  Committee  on 

members:  Couns.  Hurley  (Chairman),  McCormack,  Cantwell,  Coffey, 

Seannell,  Sullivan,  Kinsella,  28 
announcement  of  meeting:  228 


Housing  Shortage 

public  hearing  re  action  to  relieve  shortage:   order  requesting,  40.5 
use  of  Governor's  war-time  powers  to  relieve  housing  situation: 
order  requesting,  442 


Hudson  Bus  Lines 

petition  to  operate  motor  buses  from  Somerville  line  to  Sullivan  sq., 
172;  granted,  224 


Huntington  Avenue  Street  Widening 

report  of  Finance  Commission,  521 

resolve  requesting  cancellation  of  plans  for  proposed  widening,  499 


Hurley,  William  F.,  Councilor,  Ward  8 

ward  area:  South  End  and  Roxbury,  north 
oath  of  office:  1 
acting  chairman:  513-516 
committee  appointments: 

escort  to  President  Kelly,  9;  Executive,  Finance,  Hospitals  (Chairman) 
Licenses,  Public  Lands,  Voting  Machines,  27 
designation  to  perambulate  boundary  lines,  477 
orders: 

acceptance  of  Chapter  315  authorizing  refund  to  Somerset  Hotel,  373 
amendment  of  compensation  and  classification   plan,  73  (with   Coun. 

Kelly) 
attendance  of  Councilors  at  hearings  on  City  Charter  revision,  517 
changing  name  of  "Harvard  Bridge"  to  "Technology  Bridge,"  519 
extension  of  proposed  Cathedral  Project,  376 
increased  salaries  of  City  Hospital  nurses,  626  (with  Couns.  Linehan 

and  Seannell) 
naming  of  Sergt.  Patrick  F.  Crissafulli  sq.,  85,  376 
reference  of  unfinished  business,  6 
roping  off  Union  Park  st.,  122  (by  Coun.  Sullivan) 
sale  of  tickets  for  public  amusement  by  agencies,  339 
six-day  week  for  uniformed  members  of  Police  Department,  559  (with 

Couns.  Linehan,  Kinsella  and  Coffey) 
survey  of  City  Hospital  School  of  Nursing,  504 
point  of  order:  75 


HURLEY 


(21) 


KEENAN 


Hurley,  William  F.,  Councilor,  Ward  8,  Continued 

remarks : 

appropriation  of  $80,000  for  Institutions  Department  boat,  166 
approval  of  passage  of  H.  B.  1151  re  veterans'  housing,  245 
attendance  of  Councilors  at  hearings  on  City  Charter  revision,  517 
better  service  by  Boston  Elevated,  57 
breakdown  on  budget  appropriations,  94 
budget  for  1946,  126 

changing  name  of  "Harvard  Bridge"  to  "Technology  Bridge",  519 
confirmation  of  James  Amato,  335 
employees  in  Mayor's  office,  337 
erection  of  incinerator  on  Albany  st.,  313 

increasing  nursing  staff  and  salaries  of  hospital  employees,  502 
motion  to  go  into  executive  session,  466,  468 
ordinance  re  salaries  of  department  heads,  619 
payment  of  City  Hospital  bills,  540 

repeal  of  Chapter  4  of  Ordinances  of  1946  re  Registry  Department,  422 
sale  of  tickets  for  public  amusement  by  agencies,  339 
six-day  week  for  uniformed  members  of  Police  Department,  559 
supplementary  budget  of  $940,189.59,  323 
vote  of  thanks  to  President  Kelly,  642  « 

resolves: 

approval  of  passage  of  H.  B.   1151  re  veterans'  housing,  245  (with 

Coun.  Sullivan) 
felicitations  to  Archbishop  Cushing  on  Silver  Jubilee  of  his  ordination, 

310  (with  Couns.  Muchnick  and  Chase) 
making  of  "Great  Family  Tradition"   a  campaign  issue,   525   (with 

Couns.  Muchnick,  Cook,  Scannell,  Kinsella  and  Hannon) 
refunding  of  license  fee  paid  by  Somerset  Hotel,  Inc.,  58 
regret  at  aeath  of  Rt.  Rev.  Thomas  R.  Reynolds,  585  (with  Couns. 

Linehan,  Keenan  and  Sullivan) 


Incinerator 

erection  on  Albany  St.:  order  re,  312;  order  for  loan  of  $200,000,  417, 

482,  512 
Finance  Commission  reports:  418,  474 
report  of  Committee  on  Public  Works  and  Street  Commissioners: 

525 


Inspection  of  Prisons,  Committee  on 

members:  Couns.  Russo  (Chairman),  Carey,  Chase,  Lane,  Moriarty,  27 


Institutions  Department 

appointments: 

6.  Frank  McDonald,  Institutions  Commissioner,  17 
Anna  M.  Mackay,  Deputy  Commissioner,  27 
appropriations:  ocean-going  towboat  to  service  Long  Island,  $80,000, 

118,  152,  164,  165,  168,  173 
Christmas  Party  for  Long  Island  Hospital  patients:  invitation  to 

attend,  606 
designation  of  Acting  Commissioner:  Maxwell  B.  Grossman,  Penal 

Institutions  Commissioner,  18 
loan  of  $1,000,000  for  hospital  buildings  at  Long  Island,  586,  609,  627; 

veto  by  Mayor,  628 
resignation:  Macdonald,  Helen  A.,  Deputy  Commissioner,  27 
transfer  of  steamer   "Michael  J.  Perkins"   from   Penal   Institutions 

Department,  together  with  appropriation  for  "Perkins,"  187,  228 
transfers  within  departmental  appropriations:  Boat  Purchase, 
Alterations,  etc.,  $9,000  from  Long  Island  Hospital,  Improvements 
and  Repairs,  416,  424;  Eastern  Avenue  Wharf  Repairs,  etc.,  $16,000 
from  Long  Island  Hospital,  Improvements  and  Repairs,  400,  404; 
Long  Island  Hospital,  Special  Improvements  and  Repairs,  $15,000 
from  Long  Island  Hospital,  564,  574 


Insurance  of  City=Owned  Public  Buildings 

order  requesting  appointment  of  committee  to  consider  advisability  of 
such  insurance,  147 


John  Hancock  Mutual  Life  Insurance  Company 

sale  of  land  on  Veterans  of  Foreign  Wars  Parkway,  West  Roxbury,  by 
city  to  company,  508,  552,  574 


July  4th  Oration 

resolve  requesting  delivery  of  oration  by  Mayor  Curley,  627 


Jurors 

list  of  inhabitants  qualified  to  serve  as  jurors  (City  Document  No.  46), 

345;  notice  from  City  Clerk,  345 
preparation  of  jury  list  (City  Document  No.  46)  for  ballot  box,  338 


Jurors  Drawn 

Grand  Jurors,  Superior  Criminal  Court:  (22)  318,  (22)  566 
Superior  Civil  Court:  (153)  8,  (163)  46,  (130)   100,  (119)   155,   (132) 

261,  (128)  377,  (154)  414,  (161)  473,  (152)  522,  (136)  567 
Superior  Criminal  Court:  (61)  8,  (61)  46,  (63)  100,  (62)  155,  (63) 

261,  (40)  261,  (40)  296,  (53)  318,  (54)  345,  (58)  377,  (55)  414,  (40) 

459,  (65)  473,  (60)  522,  (75)  566 


Keenan,  William  Joseph,  Councilor,  Ward   17 

ward  area:  Dorchester,  center 
oath  cf  office:  1 
committee  appointments: 

Building   Code,    Executive,    Military   Affairs,    Printing   (Chairman), 
Post  War  Planning,  Public  Housing,  Public  Welfare,  27 
doubting  of  vote:  466 
improvements 

Manchester  St.,  626  (with  Coun.  Cantwell) 

Talbot  ave.,   from   Codman  sq.   to  Blue  Hill  ave.,   59   (with   Coun. 
Muchnick) 

orders: 

acceptance  of  Chapter  179,  Acts  of  1946,  226 

advertising  for  snow  removal  bids,  627 

banning  of  film,  "The  Outlaw,"  407 

bus    schedule,    Ashmont    Station-River    St.    line,    332    (with    Coun. 

Cantwell) 
cleaning  and  painting  of  Dorchester  court  house,  102 
coal  for  public  buildings,   551    (with   Couns.   Lane,   Cook,   Hannon, 

Kelly,  Fish  and  Madden) 
extension  of  Morton  st.  bus  line,  455 
icing  of  drinking  fountains,  355  (with  Coun.  Fish) 
investigation  of  food  situation  in  Boston,  320  (with  Coun.  Hannon) 
one  day  off  in  six  for  police  force,  217 
opening  of  school  gymnasia  for  evening  use  by  public.  504 
police  appointments  from  existing  list  for  sergeants,  525  (with  Couns. 

Madden,  Cantwell,  Hannon,  Lane  and  Cook) 
provision  for  increased  pay  to  police  lieutenants,  570 
re-establishment  of  five-cent  fare  zones,  595  (with  Coun.  Madden) 
requested  donation  by  Government  of  boat  for  Long  Island,  183 
restoration  of  police  rank  to  John  A.  Dorsey,  103 
restoration  of  service  on  Dorchester  Branch,  560  (with  Couns.  Hannon, 

Muchnick,  Kelly  and  Cantwell) 
retention  of  current  fares  on  Elevated,  570 
speedy  construction  of  Washington  st.  by  Baker  &  Co.,  106 
transfer  of  land  at  Washington  st.  and  Gallivan  Boulevard  to  Park 

Department,  281 
point  of  information:  102,  110,  329,  391,  396,  449,  492,  493 
point  of  order:  425 
remarks: 

appropriation  of  $80,000  for  purchase  of  boat  for  Institutions  De- 
partment, 179 
banning  of  film,  "The  Outlaw,"  407 
bus  schedule,  Ashmont  Station-River  St.  line,  332 
cleaning  of  streets,  161 
confirmation  of  constables,  78 

extension  of  rapid  transit  facilities  in  East  Boston,  356 
fees  for  collecting  rubbish  and  transporting  garbage,  616 
function  of  Committee  on  Public  Works  and  Street  Commissioners,  500 
investigation  of  food  situation  in  Boston,  320 
meeting  of  executive  session,  469 
order  re  increased  rents  for  market  district,  588 
ordinance  re  salaries  of  department  heads,  619 
police  appointments  from  existing  list  for  sergeants,  526 
provision  for  increased  pay  to  police  lieutenants,  570 
re-establishment  of  five-cent  fare  zone,  596 

requested  donation  by  Government  of  boat  for  Long  Island,  183 
restoration  of  police  rank  to  John  A.  Dorsey,  103 
retention  of  current  fares  on  Elevated,  570 
revocation  of  licenses  for  Sunday  sale  of  liquor,  56 
speedy  construction  of  Washington  st.  by  Baker  &  Co.,  106 
transfer  of  land  at  Washington  st.  and  Gallivan  Boulevard  to  Park 

Department,  281 
treatment  of  ice-laden  crosswalks,  59 
resolves: 
abolition  of  O.  P.  A.,  455 
amendment   of   act   re   garage   under   Boston    Common,    247    (with 

Couns.  Cook,  Hannon,  Fish,  Lane,  Bryan,    Cantwell,  McCormack 

and  Kelly) 
condemnation  of  action  of  Yugo-Slav  government,  500 
congratulations  to  Hearst  newspapers  on  campaign  against  indecent 

films  and  books,  407 
regret  at  death  of  Rt.  Rev.  Thomas  R.  Reynolds,  585  (with  Couns. 

Linehan,  Hurley  and  Sullivan) 


KELLY 


(22) 


KINSELLA 


Kelly,  John  I?.,  Councilor,  Ward  15 

»arJ  area:  Dorcheeter,  north  central 

o.it  ii  of  office:  1 

appointment  of  Council  delegation  to  attend  testimonial  dinner  to 

Sergt,  Charles  MacGillivary,  300 
election  as  Council  President,  9 

Improvements: 

Bullion  id..  Ward  20,  101  [foi  Coun.  Bryan) 
Conwas  at,,  Ward  20,  101  (foi  Coun.  Bryan) 
Dwinell  rt.,  Ward  20,  L02  (for  Coun.  Bryan) 
Hewlett  st,,  Ward  20,  102  (for  Coun.  Bryan) 
Pomona  ave.,  Ward  20,  mi  (for  Coun.  Bryan) 
orders: 

amendment  of  compensation  and  classification  plan.  73  (with   Coun. 

Hurl 
appropriation  of  $1,000  for  Social  Law  Library,  595 
call  for  Btate  election.  4'.'7 

catch-basin  near  2500  Centre  Bt.,  Ward  20,  102  (for  Coun.  Bryan) 
catch-basi.n  near  19  Wright  id..  Ward 20,  102  (foi  Coun.  Bryan) 
coal   for  public   buildings,   551    (with   ('nuns.    Lane,    Cook,    Keenan, 

Harmon,  Fish  and  Madden) 
inuation  of  child  ('are  Centers,  -13  (with  Couns.  Linehan,  Sullivan, 

Russo,  Kinsella.  Coffey,  Cook) 
covering  of  Elevated  third  rail,  ll  (with  Coun.  Hannon) 
discontinuance  of  two-platoon  system  in  Fire  Department,  55  (with 

Coun.  Bryan) 
draft  of  revision  of  ordinances  to  be  prepared  by  City  Clerk,  102 
John  B.  Kelly  Associates  road  race,  333 
non-approval    of    School    Committee    contract    with    White    Fuel 

Corporation.  346 
perambulation  of  boundary  lines,  etc.,  477 
preparation  of  names  on  jury  list  for  ballot  box,  338 
reopening  of    passageway  under  New  Haven  tracks,  79  (with  Coun. 

Fish) 
restoration  of  service  on  Dorchester  Branch,  500  (with  Couns.  Hannon, 

Keenan,  Muchnick  and  Cantwcll) 
"stop"  sign.  South  and  Centre  sts.,  102  (for  Coun.  Bryan) 

~iop"  sign,  Weld  st.  and  West  Roxbury  Parkway,  102  (for  Coun. 

Bryan) 

s  for  coasting,  59 
hours  of  duty  of  firemen,   63   (with   Couns.   Cook,   Chase,   Hannon, 

Scannell,  Cantwell,  Bryan,  Madden) 
remarks: 

announcement  of  executive  session,  30G,  440 

appreciation  of  vote  of  thanks  by  Council  members,  642 

membership  of  Committee  on  Constables,  116 

pending  legislation  re  veterans'  housing  by  Legislature,  338 

statement  as  to  hours  of  seeing  Mayor  on  Mondays,  102 

thanks  to  colleagues  for  election  as  Council  President,  9 

withdrawal    of    driveway     opening    petition    from    Committee    on 

Licenses,  513 
resolves: 

amendment   of   act    re  garage    under   Boston    Common,   247    (with 

Couns.  Cook,  Hannon,  Fish,  Lane,  Bryan,  Cantwell,  McCormack 

and  Keenan) 
endorsement  of  state-controlled  lottery,  125 
increased    payments    to    certain    widows    and    dependents    of    city 

employees  or  officials,  510  (with  Couns.  Lane,  McCormack,  Bryan, 

Cantwell,  and  Madden) 
payments  on  death  of  certain  members  of  police  and  fire  forces,  523 

(with  Couns.  Lane,  McCormack,  Bryan,  Cantwell,  Madden,  Fish, 

Hannon,  Moriarty  and  Coffey) 
regret  at  death  of  Frederic  E.  Dowling,  478  (with    Couns.    Madden 

and  Lane) 
statement: 

persons  invited  to  appear  in  reference  to  off-street  parking  loan,  396 
yielding  of  floor  to  another  member,  280 
vote  of  thanks  by  Council  members  to  President,  642 


Kinsella,  Michael  L.,  Councilor,  Ward  2 

ward  area:  Charlestown 
oath  of  office:  1 
committee  appointments: 

Claims.  Executivi     I  im  ace,  Hospitals,  Inspection  of  Prisons,  Legis- 
late i    .      Public     Housing     (Chairman),     Public    Safety 
(Chairman),  27;  Public  Works  and  Street  Commissioners,  500 
committee  reports: 

Claims:  67 

Public  Housing:   12 

Public  Safety,  68,  125,  516 
doubting  of  vote:  '.;'.)'.  557 
improvements: 

Bartlett  rt.,  122 
122 

D<    i  n     ■..  I-'-' 

Mediord  St.,  HI  (by  Coun.  Ru 

Union  »t.,  122 

Wood    '.,  122 


Kinsella,  Michael  L.,  Councilor,  Ward  2,  Continued 

orders: 

additional  matrons  for  field  houses,  346 

amendment  of  compensation  and  classification  plan,  28 

cleaning  of  City  Hall  and  Annex,  28 

cleaning  of  streets  before  Easter,  121 

( 'linton  pi,  play  area,  383 

completion  of  work  on  Doherty  Heights  playground,  222 

computation  of  service  men's  annual  income,  19 

construction  of  swimming  pool  for  adults  in  Charlestown,  121 

continuation    of    Child    Care    Centers,    43    (with    Couns.     Linehan, 
Sullivan,  Russo,  Cofi'ey,  Cook  and  Kelly) 

demonstration  of  voting  machines  in  each  ward,  443 

Doherty  Heights  playground,  73 

establishment  of  Committee  on  Public  Housing,  9 

fencing  of  mothers'  rest  area  at  Hill  and  Cook  sts.,  20  I 

increased    annuities    to   certain    widows   of   deceased    employees,    43 
(with  Couns.  Lane,  Bryant,  Fish,  Carey,  Cook,  Hannon) 

increased  annuities  to  widows  of  police  and  firemen,  483 

increased   pensions   to   certain   retired   employees,   458   (with   Couns. 
Hannon,  Cook,  &illivan  and  Coffey) 

increase  in  sewer  yard  force,  East  Boston,  390  (with  Coun.  Coffey) 

information  re  drafting  bill  to  provide  payment  to  widows  of  certain 
city  employees,  etc.,  511 

installation  of  lights  in  Harvard  Mall,  572 

maintenance  of  veterans'  memorial  plaque  on   Common,   163   (with 
Coun.  Hannon) 

minimum  water  rate  in  certain  play  areas,  411 

placing  of  boulder  and  tablet  by  Charlestown  Welcome  Home  Com- 
mittee, 411 

play  area,  Clinton  pi.,  Charlestown,  346 

pollution  in  Mystic  River  affecting  Ward  2  bathing,  121 

public  hearing  on  housing  shortage,  405  (with  Coun.  Linehan) 

relettering  of  signs  in  honor  of  deceased  veterans   on   parks,   play- 
grounds, and  public  ways,  271 

relocation  of  sign  identifying  Ryan  Field,  271 

repair  of  certain  sidewalks,  Ward  2,  240 

repair  of  Charlestown  municipal  building,  523 

repairs  in  training  field  park,  294 

replacing  of  gas  lights,  Charlestown,  405 

restoration  of  Rutherford  ave.,  478 

roping  off  streets  June  17,  320 

sewer  division  unit  in  Charlestown,  84  (by  Coun.  Russo) 

six-day   week   for    uniformed   members   of  Police    Department,   559 
(with  Couns.  Hurley,  Linehan  and  Coffey) 

skeleton  force  for  Saturdays  in  all  city  departments,  where  possible,  271 

stadium  on  Ryan  playground,  220 

swimming  and  wading  pools  at  Dewey  Beach,  346 

tenancy  in  housing  projects,  13 

use  of  abandoned  Charlestown  schoolhouse  by  veterans,  301 

veterans'  housing  and  survey,  412  (with  Couns.  Linehan  and  Russo) 
point  of  information:  112,  128,  311,  392,  402,  404,  409,  410,  454,  557 
point  of  order:  56,  125,  200,  294,  324,  392,  470 
point  of  parliamentary  inquiry:  291 
remarks: 

abatement  on  Little  Building  valuation,  466 

abatements  by  Board  of  Assessors,  538 

abolition  of  service  charge  to  veterans  attending  high  schools,  441 

acceptance  of  act  permitting  bowling  on  the  Lord's  Day,  518 

action  on  permits  for  Sunday  bowling,  545,  550 

additional  matrons  for  field  houses,  346 

amendment  of  act  re  garage  under  Boston  Common,  248 

appearance  of  Corporation  Counsel  before  legislative  committee,  276 

application  of  Pan-American  Airways,  Inc.,  552 

appointment  of  John  J.  Coleman  to  Boston  Housing  Authority,  29 

appropriation  of  $80,000  for  purchase  of  boat  for  Institutions  De- 
partment, 153,  173 

appropriation  of  $10,000,000  for  veterans'  housing,  462 

broken  glass  on  beaches,  373 

budget  for  1946,  128 

cleaning  of  City  Hall  and  Annex,  28 

cleaning  of  streets  before  Easter,  160 

Clinton  pi.  play  area,  383 

closing  of  City  Hall  on  Saturdays,  455 

committee  to  investigate  issuance  of  Sunday  liquor  licenses,  60 

completion  of  work  on  Doherty  Heights  playground,  222 

computation  of  service  men's  annual  income,  19 

construction  of  swimming  pool  for  adults  in  Charlestown,  121 

conversion  of  Camp  McKay  as  veterans'  housing  project,  265 

demonstration  of  voting  machines  in  each  ward,  443 

designation  of  streets  for  instruction  of  unlicensed  car  operators,  301 

discharge  of  precinct  workers,  539,  547 

fees  for  Sunday  bowling  alleys,  542 

Fort  Hill  Observatory  improvements,  280,  285 

function  of  Committee  on   Public    Works  and  Street  Commissioners, 
500 

garage  under  Common,  68 

improvement  of  Roberts  playground,  Ward  17,  390 

increased   allowances  for  employees  retired  prior  to  January   1,    1946, 
457 

increased  annuities  to  certain  widows,  43 

increased  pensions  to  certain  retired  employees,  458 

increasing  nursing  staff  and  salaries  of  hospital  employees,  504 

information  re  drafting  bill  to  provide  payment  to  widows  of  certain 
city  employees,  etc.,  511 

information  re  number  of  city  employees,  204 


KINSELLA 


(23) 


LAW 


Kinsella,  Michael  L.,  Councilor,  Ward  2,  Continued 

remarks: 

installation  of  lights  in  Harvard  Mall,  572 

interpretation  of  section  7  of  city  charter,  201 

legislation  proposed  by  Mayor  concerning  city,  65 

legislation  re  payment  of  annuity  to  holder  of  Congressional  Medal  of 

Honor,  321 
loan  for  construction  of  public  ways  or  permanent  pavements,  237 
ioan  for  off-street  parking,  392,  396,  484 
loan  of  $1,000,000  for  sewerage  works,  206 
loan  to  Great  Britain  or  other  governments,  56,  111 
market  district  rentals,  610 
meeting  of  Committee  on  Public  Safety,  41 
minimum  water  rate  in  certain  play  areas,  411 
mode  of  employment  of  constables,  352 
new  fire  house,  Ward  20,  151 

ordinance  establishing  Veterans'  Rehabilitation  Division,  32 
ordinance  on  taking  of  shellfish,  100 
ordinance  re  salaries  of  department  heads,  621 
passage  of  House  Bill  1151,  246 

persons  invited  to  appear  concerning  off-street  parking  loan,  396 
petition  of  Eastern  Massachusetts  Street  Railway  Co.,  448,  451 
pinball  machines,  550 
play  areas,  Clinton  pi.,  Charlestown,  346 
police  appointments  from  existing  list  of  sergeants,  526 
police  protection  at  football  games,  524 

pollution  of  Mystic  River  affecting  bathing  in  Charlestown,  121 
provisions  for  increased  pay  for  police  lieutenants,  570 
public  hearing  on  housing  shortage,  406 
re-establishment  of  five-cent  fare  zones,  596 
reinstatement  of  painters  by  Boston  Housing  Authority,  388 
relettering  of  signs  honoring  deceased  veterans  in  parks,  playgrounds 

and  public  ways,  271 
repair  of  Charlestown  municipal  building,  523 
repair  of  sidewalks  on  Bunker  Hill  St.,  240 
repair  of  streets,  21 

replacing  of  gas  lamps,  Charlestown,  466 
report  of  Elevated  Trustees  re  covering  of  third  rail  on  rapid  transit 

lines,  182 
requested  appropriation  of  $500,000  for  emergency  veterans'  housing, 

315 
resolution  condemning  remarks  of  Representative  John  H.  Taylor,  124 
restoration  of  police  rank  to  John  A.  Dorsey,  103 
return  of  service  men  without  further  delay,  24 

skeleton  force  on  Saturdays  in  all  city  departments  where  possible,  271 
suspension  of  rules  by  two-thirds  vote,  576 
stadium  on  Ryan  playground,  220 
striking  of  remarks  from  record,  284 
supplementary  budget  of  $940,189,  59,  325 
survey  and  razing  of  unsafe  buildings,  227 
swimming  and  wading  pools  at  Dewey  Beach,  346 
tenancy  in  housing  projects,  13 
the  next  meeting,  394,  606 

three  councilors  as  members  of  Mayor's  Advisory  Committee,  109 
use  of  abandoned  Charlestown  schoolhouse  by  veterans  with  families, 

301 
veterans'  housing,  413 

veto  by  Mayor  of  order  accepting  Chapter  179,  Acts  of  1946,  262 
voting  machines  in  all  polling  places  of  city,  354 
withdrawals  of  resolution  from  Committee  on  Rules,  111 
resolves: 

disapproval  of  loan  to  Great  Britain,  etc.,  55 

endorsement  of  House  Resolve  5363,  122 

making  of  "Great  Family  Tradition"  a  campaign  issue,  525   (with 

Couns.  Hurley,  Muchnick,  Cook,  Scannell  and  Hannon) 

Lane,  Edmund  V.,  Councilor,  Ward  21 
ward  area:  Brighton,  south 
oath  of  office:  1 

acting  chairman:  6,  228,  280,  284 
committee  appointments: 

Executive,    Finance,    Inspection    of    Prisons,    Legislative    Matters, 
Licenses,  Parks  and  Playgrounds,  Public  Safety,  Rules  (Chairman), 
27 
committee  reports: 

Rules:  52,  78,  111,  144,  299,  492 
doubting  of  vote:  125 
improvement:  Webster  pi.,  122 
orders: 

abolition   of  service   charge   to   veterans   attending   High   School   of 

Commerce,  440  (with  Coun.  Madden) 
acceptance  of  Chapter  219,  Acts  of  1946,  re  increase  of  certain  annuities 

to  widows  of  former  policemen  and  firemen,  280 
addition  to  Ward  22  municipal  building,  572  (with  Coun.  Madden) 
appropriation  for  traffic  lights,  283  (with  Couns.  McCormack,  Cant- 
well  and  Bryan) 
bids  on  collection  of  garbage  in  District  4,  Brighton,  389  (with  Coun. 

Madden) 
cleaning  up  of  Chandler's  Pond,  250  (with  Coun.  Madden,)  403 
coal  for  public  buildings,  551  (with  Couns.    Cook,  Keenan,  Hannon, 

Kelly,  Fish  and  Madden 
construction  of  Mechanic  st.,  122 
Division  of  Rodent  and  Vermin  Control,  317 


Lane,  Edmund  V.,  Councilor,  Ward  21,  Continued 

orders: 

elimination   of   car   reservation   on   Brighton   ave.,    113    (with  Coun. 

Madden) 
fireman  at  theatre  performances,  560  (with  Coun.  Madden) 
increased  annuities  to  certain  widows  of  deceased  employees,  43  (with 

Couns.  Bryan,  Fish,  Kinsella,  Carey,  Cook,  Hannon) 
increased  staff  and  better  conditions  for  election  workers,  533  (with 

Couns.  Hannon,  Bayley  and  Madden) 
installation  of  sound  system  in  Council  Chamber,  280 
lighting  of  stairway  on  Monastery  path,  122 

lights  around  Chandler's  Pond,  Brighton,  540  (with  Coun.  Madden) 
loan   of   $5,000   for  soundings   and  survey  of   Chandler's   Pond,   390 

(with  Coun.  Madden) 
observance  of  Jewish  High  Holidays  by  Jewish  teachers,  173 
painting  of  white  stripe  in  center  of  principal  highways,  551 
police  appointments  from  existing  list  for  sergeants,  525  (with  Couns. 

Keenan,  Madden,  Cantwell,  Hannon  and  Cook) 
proposed  City  Hall  clinic,  59  (with  Coun.  Madden) 
roping  off  streets  for  Marathon  Race,  164  (with  Couns.  Bayley  and 

Chase) 
salary  of  Thomas  W.  McMahon,  420 

sewr  division  in  Brighton-Allston  district,  389  (with  Coun.  Madden) 
remarks: 

budget  for  1946,  129 
coal  for  public  buildings,  551 
Division  of  Rodent  and  Vermin  Control,  317 
erection  of  memorial  to  Gen.  George  S.  Patton,  Jr.,  122 
eviction  of  certain  tenants  by  Boston  University,  78 
function  of  Committee  on  Public  Works  and  Street  Commissioners,  500 
increased  staff  and  better  conditions  for  election  workers,  533 
increased  payments  to  certain  widows  and  dependents  of  city  em- 
ployees or  officials,  510 
increase  of  annuity  to  widow  of  Charles  E.  Deininger,  42 
legislation  proposed  by  Mayor  concerning  city,  65 
loan  of  $5,000,000  for  off-street  parking,  387 

loan  of  $1,500,000  for  purchase  of  departmental  equipment,  213 
meeting  of  Committee  on  Rules,  41 

observance  of  Jewish  High  Holidays  by  teachers  of  Jewish  faith,  173 
parking  on  Commonwealth  ave.  reservation,  601 
payment  on  death  of  certain  members  of  police  and  fire  forces,  523 
per  capita  grant  to  cities  and  towns  by  Federal  Government,  30 
proposed  City  Hall  clinic,  59 
report  of  Committee  on  Rules,  52 

resolution  condemning  statement  of  Representative  John  H.  Taylor,  124 
restoration  of  police  rank  to  John  A.  Dorsey,  104 
retirement  of  elected  officers  in  Suffolk  County,  42 
sale  of  land  at  Chestnut  Hill  and  Commonwealth  ave.,  409 
resolves: 

amendment  of  act  re  garage  under  Boston  Common,  247  (with  Couns . 

Cook,  Hannon,  Fish,  Bryan,   Cantwell,   McCormack,   Keenan  and 

Kelly) 
erection  of  memorial  to  Gen.  George  S.  Patton,  Jr.,  122 
increased  payments  to  certain  widows  and  dependents  of  city  em- 
ployees or  officials,  510  (with  Couns.  McCormack,  Bryan,  Cantwell, 

Madden  and  Kelly) 
increase  of  annuity  to  widow  of  Charles  E.  Deininger,  42 
payments  on  death  of  certain  members  of  police  and  fire  forces,  523 

(with  Couns.  McCormack,  Bryan,  Cantwell,  Madden,  Kelly,  Fish, 

Hannon,  Moriarty  and  Coffey) 
per  capita  grant  to  cities  and    towns    by   Federal    Government,    30 

(with  Couns.  Fish  and  Madden) 
protest  against  Boston   University  Trustees'  action  in  ordering  certain 

tenants  to  vacate  permises,  73 
regret  at  death  of  Frederic  E.  Dowling,  478  (with  Couns.  Madden  and 

Kelly) 
retirement  of  elected  officers  in  Suffolk  County,  42 


Law  Department 

appointment  of  Corporation  Counsel:  Joseph  A.  Scolponeti,  17 

appearance  of  Corporation  Counsel  before  legislative  committee: 
order  requesting,  274 

collection  of  taxes  from  New  York,  New  Haven  &  Hartford  Rail- 
road: order  requesting,  310 

information  requested  re  drafting  of  bill  for  payment  to  widows  of 
certain  city  employees,  511 

right  of  Council  to  receive  certain  information,  204,  231,  293 

legislative  agent:  order  re  notification  of  councilors  of  legislative 
hearings,  20 

medical  aid  to  recipients  of  Old  Age  Assistance:  order  re  interpreta- 
tion of  recent  legislation,  387 

New  York,  New  Haven  &  Hartford  Railroad:  order  requesting 
action  against  company,  re  unclaimed  baggage,  333,  589;  order  re 
taxes  due,  421,  436 

opinion  requested  re 

leasing  of  privately-owned  buildings  for  use  by  veterans'  posts,  552, 

561 
licenses  issued  by  Council  for  taking  of  shellfish,  67,  96,  100 
loan  for  veterans'  housing,  494,  509 

payment  to  parents  of  Charles  G.  Sullivan:  order  re,  371 
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payment   to  widows  of  certain    city   employees:  order  requesting 

information  "<  drafting  bill,  51  l .  548 
requests  to  draft  legislation: 

amendments  to  Chapter  -'-7'J  n  veterans'  housing,  535 

increased  annuities  to  widows  of  polios  and  firemen,  -183 

licensing  of  individual  pinball  machines,  154 

over-riding  of  Mayor's  veto  by  two-thirds  vote  of  Council,  9,  58 

payment  to  widows  of  Patrick  .1.  Cady  anil  Warren  10.  Barnard,  512 

prevention  of  land  oralis  in  legislation  l\>r  parking  spaces  by  eminent 

domain:  240 
ritfht  of  appeal  to  Alcoholic  Beverage  Commission  from  derisions  of 

local  licensing  authorities,  60 
i.i\  on  amount  wagered  daily  at  Suffolk  Downs,  278 
tax  on  Suffolk  Down-  admission  charges,  279 
resignation:  .lames  10.  Agncw,  Corporation  Counsel,  17 

Leather 

measurers  appointed : 
annual   list    submitted   by   Mayor  as   contained  in   City   Document 

Mo,   13,  .'is 
Dobson,  Ralph  C,  69,  85 

Legislation  Proposed  Concerning  City 

act  authorizing  extension  of  Washington  st.  tunnel  to  Sullivan  sq.: 

message  from  Mayor,  39,  64 
act  for  payment  by  State  of  certain  expenses  of  Police  Department: 

message  from  Mayor,  39,  64 
act  for  purpose  of  tax  rate  relief:  message  from  Mayor,  39,  04 
act  further  providing  for  funding  of  overlay  deficits:  message  from 

Mayor.  39,64 
act  re  expenditures  for  public  band  concerts,  etc.:  message  from 

Mayor,  39,  64 
act  re  incurring  of  debt  by  city:  message  from  the  Mayor,  39,  64 
construction    of   viaducts   for   relief  of   traffic:   message   from    the 

Mayor.  39,  64 
extension   of  emergency  allotment  plan:  message  of  the   Mayor, 

39,64 
garage   under    Common    and    Public  Garden:    message   from    the 

Mayor,  39,  64 
School    Committee   appropriations:    unanimous    vote   to    pass  over 

Mayor's  veto,  message  from  the  Mayor,  39,  64 
Suffolk  County  Expenses:  message  from  the  Mayor,  39,  64 

Legislative  Bills 

H.    B.   281:   resolution   approving  passage  of  bill  re  hours  of  baseball 

games  on  Sunday.  224 
H.  B.  No.  507  entitled  "An  Act  to  Dissolve  the  Boston  Railroad  Holding 

I  lompany";  order  approving  enactment,  291,  299 
H.  B.  I  IS  I :  resolve  approving  passage  of  bill  re  housing  for  war  veterans, 

245 

Legislative  Matters,  Committee  on 

members:  Conns.  Ilannon  (Chairman),  Cook,  Coffey,  Lane,  Kinsella,  27 
reports:  58,  64,  101 

Library  Department 

appointment  of  Trustee:  Francis  B.  Masterson,  271 
branch  library  in  Forest  Hills  section:  order  requesting,  44 
election  of  President  of  Trustees:  Abraham  E.  Pinanski,  319 

License  Questions 

return  of  vote  by  IOlcetion  Commissioners,  508 

Licenses  and  Permits 
bootblacks:  fl)  146,  (5)  381,  (1)  580 
bus  operation  petitions: 

Almeida  -  But  Service,  362 

Boston  <V  Maine    I  I.-!,   i :iliini  Company,  50 

in  Elevated  Railway  Company,  16,  27,  45,  (11)  224,  228,  270,  477 
Hill  Transportation  Company,  70 
Dedham  Transit  Lines,  Inc.,  99 
Eastern  Massachusetts  Street  Railway  Company,  270,  299,  301,  418, 

165 
Mud  on  I'.u     Lines,  172,  224 

d  'l  ran  portation  Company,  362,  374,  496,  550 
Bhief,  Leo.  408 

dfe  Transportation  Company,  567 


Licenses  and  Permits,  Continued 

child  performer  permits: 

Arena,  Armando,  306 

Boone,  Hazel,  70,  299 

Boston  Music  School,  Inc.,  270 

Boston  Summer  Theatre,  401 

Butman.  Margaret  E.,  285 

Campbell,  Marv,  285 

Davis,  Mrs.  M.  ,T.  S.,  285 

DeCordova,  Leopold,  319 

Drinkwater,  Alta,  345 

East  Boston  Civic  League,  306 

Footlight  Club,  580 

Freeman,  Fred  H.,  108 

Galvin,  Evelyn,  338 

Gardner,  Anna  Bobitt,  332 

Gordon,  Mrs.  Ray  L.,  332 

Johnson,  Edna  Cora,  299 

Langford,  Alicia,  50 

Leavis,  Edith  M.,  270 

Martha  Avery  Dancing  School,  319 

Massachusetts  Girl  Scouts,  172 

McDermott,  Kav  A.,  270 

McShane,  Ruth  M.,  285 

Monticone,  John  B.,  319 

Neptoce,  John,  362 

Norris  Studio  of  Dancing,  119 

O'Gorman,  Katherine,  299 

Paige,  Jean,  270 

Palaza,  Adam,  285 

Robicheau,  Adolphe,  306 

Shults,  Althea,  319 

Sidman,  Rose  E.,  332 

Skaggs,  Hazel,  285 

Skating  Club  of  Boston,  195 

Somerville,  Mona  J.,  306 

Stevens,  Helena  Alton,  338 

Tierney,  D.,  163,  299,  319 

Tributary  Children's  Theatre,  17,  27,  50,  70,  119,  220,  270,  418,  580, 

630 
Viles,  Lilla  Frances,  299 
Ware,  Esther  Lyons,  195 
Wright,  Dorothy  M.,  195 
Zona,  Ann  V.,  319 
driveway  openings: 

Alexander,  Abraham,  579 

Automotive  Distributors,  Inc.,  195 

Blue  Line  Express,  496 

Cargill,  William  J.  and  Ellen  B.,  362,  374 

Casler,  Saul,  418,  421 

Cosgrove,  Howard,  579 

Coventry  Realty  Trust,  593 

Cronin,  Dorothy  U.,  496,  512 

Daley,  William  P.,  521 

DeSanctis,  Louis  R.,  16 

DiMauro,  A.,  439,  455 

DiNunno,  Vincent  andMaria,  319 

Doenges,  Gerhard,  220,  224 

Domohowski,  Theodore  P.,  567,  626 

Dunn  (D.  W.)  Storage  Company,  474,  569 

Eastern  Specialty  Products,  Inc.,  521,  524 

Eustis  Company  (S.  &  S.),  Inc.,  521 

Federal  Reserve  Bank,  439,  460 

Fitzpatrick,  Patrick  J.,  84 

Fur  Merchants  Realty  Corporation,  474 

Gately  Company  (referred  December  31,  1945),  224 

Gateman,  Louis,  593,  617 

Gulf  Oil  Corporation  (referred  December  31,  1945),  45,  362,  374 

Haffenreffer  Company,  550,  560 

Heggie,  James  J.,  Jr.,  381,  394 

Holtzer-Cabot  Companv  (referred  March  19,  1945),  421 

Hyler,  William  A.,  550.  560 

Katz,  Samuel,  481,  512 

Liberty  Mutual  Insurance  Company,  172,  215 

MacDonald,  Ruth  E.,  299 

Maclsaacs,  Everett  K.  (referred  December  10,  1945),  154 

McCracken,  Eva  J.,  362,  374 

Mart-  Equipment  Company,  521,  540 

Mayflower  Motors,  Inc.,  381,  394 

Merchants  Realtv  Company,  521,  574,  587 

Michaels,  S.,  567 

Missell,  George,  Economy  Grocery  Stores  Corporation,  521 

Moriarty,  Cornelius  J.,  16,  513,  524 

National  Shawmut  Bank,  418,  492 

O'Rourke,  Edmund  J.,  332,  333 

Paoletti,  Alfred  F.,  579,  587 

Scheider,  Ida  J.,  630 

Segelman,  Max,  550 

Sheroff,  Abraham,  521,  009 

Stone,  Irving  S.,  381,  394 

Sun  Spots,  Inc.,  439,  450,  593,  009 

Thorgen  Realty,  Inc.,  418,  030 

Tobia,  Fred,  550,  500 

United  Farmers  Cooperative  Creamery  Association,  418,  500 

Walker,  William  L.,  332,  333 

ferry   to  East   Boston   Airport:  petition  of  Boston  Waterways,  Inc., 
440,  569 
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Licenses  and  Permits,  Continued 

newsboys:  (20)  146,  (12)  381,  (15)  580,  (1)  614 
Sunday  bowling  petitions: 

Allston  Square  Alley,  550,  560,  561 

Arborway  Bowling  Alleys,  550,  560,  561 

Arlington  Square  Bowling  Alleys,  550,  560,  501 

Botta,  Antonio,  544 

Central  Square  Bowling  Alley,  550,  560,  561 

Cbarlestown  Daylight  Alleys,  550,  560,  561 

City  Square  Alleys,  550,  560,  561 

Columbia  Billiard  Company  Alleys,  614 

Congress  Billiard  and  Bowling  Supply  Company,  593,  600 

Cowan,  Amos  E.,  544 

Crawford  Bowling  Alleys,  567,  574 

DeMarco,  Gene,  544 

Epstein,  Samuel,  544 

Feingold,  Abraham,  544 

German .Workingmen's  Association  (Arbeiter  Hall),  579,  609 

Glenville  Bowling  Alleys,  550,  560,  561 

Grant,  Joseph,  (4)  544,  560 

Granville  Club,  Inc.,  550,  560,  561 

Grove  Hall  Bowladrome,  550,  560,  561 

Hamparian,  Harry,  544 

Hemenway  Bowling  Alleys,  567,  574 

Hibernian  Alleys,  567,  570,  574 

Hub  Bowling  Alley,  550,  560,  561 

Iorio,  Arthur  (3),  544 

Kenmore  Recreation,  Inc.,  544 

King,  Lee  S.,  550,  560,  561 

Louis  Amusement  Company,  567,  574 

Magaletta,  Frank,  544 

Margolis,  Edward  H.,  544 

Massachusetts  Bowling  Alleys,  Inc.,  550,  560,  561 

McCarthy  Brothers  Bowling,  567,  574 

Metropolitan  Bowling  Alleys,  567,  574 

Mt.  Pleasant  Bowling  and  Billiards,  567,  574 

Murray  (Miah  J.),  Inc.,  550,  560,  561 

Nardella,  Waldo  C,  550,  560,  574,  576 

Norris,  Norman,  544 

Oren,  Joseph,  544,  560 

Rocco,  Mary,  544 

Rubbicco,  Domenick,  544,  560 

Rubbicco,  Pasquale,  544 

Rubbino,  Joseph,  544 

Strand  Recreation  Room,  550,  560,  561 

Summer  Street  Bowling  Alleys,  550,  560,  561 

Sweeney,  Thomas  A.,  544 

Twentieth  Century  Alleys,  567,  574 

West  Roxbury  Bowling  Center,  550,  560,  587 
Sunday  Sports: 

Boston  American  League  Baseball  Company,  146,  152,  154 

National  League  Baseball  Club,  163,  165 
track   locations:   Boston  Elevated   Railway   Company,   over   private 

land  between  Bennington  st.  and  Revere  line  (referred  July  9,  1945), 

224 
transient  vendors: 

Bey,  Hamid  N.,  195 

Martiniello,  Guiseppina,  299 

McCollum,  Florence,  99 

Licenses,  Committee  on 

members:  Couns.  Scannell  (Chairman),  Fish,  Coffey,  Hurley,  Mori- 
arty,  Madden,  Lane,  27 

petitions  referred:  16,  27,  50,  70,  84,  99,  172,  195,  220,  270,  299, 
319,  362,  381,  418,  439,  440,  474,  481,  496,  521,  550,  "567,  593,  614, 
630 

reports:  45,  154,  215,  224,  301,  333,  394,  421,  448,  455,  460,  465, 
477,  492,  500,  512,  518,  524,  527,  540,  560,  569,  574,  576,  579,  587, 
609,  617,  626,  630 

Licensing  Board 

order  re  legislation  for  right  of  appeal  to  Alcoholic  Beverage  Commis- 
sion from  all  decisions  of  local  authorities,  60 

revocation  of  licenses  for  Sunday  sale  of  liquor:  order  requesting, 
56 

transfer  from  Reserve  Fund,  $870.53,  565,  574 

Licensing  Division 

"The  Outlaw":  order  requesting  banning  of  film,  407,  416 

Linehan,  Thomas  E.,  Councilor,  Ward  7 
ward  area:  South  Boston,  south 
oath  of  office:  1 
committee  appointments: 

Building    Code,    Claims    (Chairman),    Executive,    Public    Housing, 
Rules,  Voting  Machines,  27 


Linehan,  Thomas  E.,  Councilor,  Ward  7,  Continued 

committee  reports: 

Claims:  67  (by  Coun.  Kinsella),  215,  291,  370,  383,  460,  492,  570 
improvements: 

East  Sixth  st.,  468  (with  Coun.  Scannell) 
Harvest  ter.,  517 
Telegraph  St.,  386 
orders:  ' 

amendments  to  Chapter  372  re  veterans'  housing,  535 

appointment  of  city  employees  through  Civil  Service  Commission,  215 

appropriation  of  $10,000,000  for  veterans'  housing,  455 

black  bituminous  paving  on  Boston  bridges,  185 

cage-type  garages,  576 

cleaning  of  South  Boston  beaches,  384  (with  Coun.  Scannell) 

Columbus  Park  improvements,  184 

conference   between    Housing   Authority   and    Stationary   Firemen's 

Union,  195 
conference  of  experts  to  plan  $10,000,000  Housing  Program,  617 
conference  re  Cathedral  Housing  project,  242 
construction  of  catch-basins,  Ward  7,  458 

construction  of  garage  under  Common  by  private  enterprise,  91 
construction  of  memorial  hospital  by  White  Fund,  72 
continuation  of  Child  Care  Centers,  43  (with  Coun.  Sullivan,  Russo 

Kinsella,  Coffey,  Cook  and  Kelly),  84 
conversion  of  certain  school  buildings  into  apartments  for  veterans,  71 
covering  of  ash  and  garbage  trucks,  43 

dump  fire  smoke  nuisance  abatement;  384  (with  Coun.  Hannon) 
improvement   of   certain  school   property,   Ward   7,   435    (by   Coun. 

Scannell) 
increased  salaries  for  City  Hospital  nurses,  626  (with  Couns.  Scannell 

and  Hurley) 
information  re  pavement  repair  contracts,  283 
installation  of  traffic  signals,  East  Eighth  and  L  sts.,  73 
investigation  by  Finance  Commission  of  numbers  of  city  employees, 

241,  244 
legislation  to  diminish  traffic  congestion,  419 
loan  of  $10,000,000  for  veterans'  housing,  494,  509 
location  of  Municipal  Employment  Bureau,  38 
locker  buildings  at  Columbus  Park  and  Stadium,  477 
L  Street  Bathhouse  custodian,  443 

Marine  Park  summer  concerts,  278  (with  Coun.  Scannell) 
memorial  to  South  Boston  World  Wars  I  and  II  veterans,  606  (with 

Coun.  Scannell) 
naming  of  "Alexander  Paucka  Circle,"  284 
naming  of  certain  city  property  for  deceased  war  veterans,  259 
naming  of  Marine  Park  bandstand  in  honor  of  South  Boston  veterans, 

278  (with  Coun.  Scannell) 
new  type  covering  for  wooden  bridges,  435  (by  Coun.  Scannell) 
Old  Colony  and  Harbor  Village  housing  projects,  609 
opinion   asked   of   Law   Department   re  right   of   Council   to   certain 

information,  204 
opinion  of  Corporation  Counsel  re  loan  for  veterans'  housing,  494 
park  and  mothers'  rest  on  Humphreys  School  site,  456  (with  Coun. 

Hannon) 
payment  to  Helen  R.  O'Brien,  355 

pedestrian  light  at  Old  Colony  ave.  and  Dorchester  st.,  407 
pedestrian  stairs  leading  from  Columbia  Station  bridge,  571 
prefabricated  houses  for  veterans,  283  (with  Coun.  Scannell) 
public  hearing  on  housing  shortage,  405  (with  Coun.  Kinsella) 
rafts  at  City  Point  public  landing,  492  (with  Coun.  Scannell) 
recommendations  to  Housing  Authority  re  veterans'  housing,  535 
recreational  program  for  children,  636 

re-landscaping  of  Old  Harbor  Village  Housing  Project,  371 
re-opening  of  convenience  station,  Ward  7,  38  (with  Coun.  Hannon) 
repair  of  Old  Head  House  Pier,  435  (by  Coun.  Scannell) 
shower  at  South  Boston  Health  Unit,  371 
six-day   week   for   uniformed   members   of   Police    Department,    559 

(with  Couns.  Hurley,  Kinsella  and  Coffey) 
statistics  on  city  employees,  183 
"stop"  signs  at  Pond  st.  and  Columbia  rd.,  585 
support  of  Wagner-Taft-Ellender  bill,  617 
testimonial   dinner   in   honor   of    Sergt.    Charles    MacGillivary,    300 

(with  Coun.  Scannell) 
traffic  hazard,  Edward  Everett  sq.,  38 
veterans'  housing  appropriation,  443 

veterans'  housing  and  survey,  412  (with  Couns.  Kinsella  and  Russo) 
veterans'  housing  program,  617 
zone  fares  on  Elevated,  598  (with  Coun.  Sullivan) 
point  of  information:  94,  175 
point  of  order:  422,  558 

point  of  parliamentary  inquiry:  200,  237,  291,  294,  394,  470,  492 
remarks: 

abatements  over  $25,000  made  in  1946,  559 

abolition  of  Committee  on  Constables,  93 

abolition   of   service   charge   to   veterans   attending   High   School   of 

Commerce,  441 
action  on  orders  re  housing,  504 
amendment  of  act  re  garage  under  Common,  248 
amendment  to  ordinance  re  Veterans'  Rehabilitation  Division,  41 
appointment  of  city  employees  through  Civil  Service  Commission,  215 
appointment  of  constables,  347 

appointment  of  John  J.  Coleman  to  Boston  Housing  Authority,  28 
appropriation  for  construction  of  facilities  for  veterans'  housing,  289 
appropriation  of  $80,000  for  boat  for  Institutions  Department,  173 
appropriation  of  $200,000  for  Fire  Department  boats,  425 
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Linehan,   rhomas  E.,  Councilor,  Ward  7,  Continued 

remarks: 
appropriation  oi  $10,000,000  for  veterans'  housing,  155,  162 
awarding  of  contracts  under  si, 000.  272 
black  bituminous  paving  on  Boston  bridges,  185 
Boston  Waterways,  Inc..  petition,  569 
cage-t]  pe  garages,  576 
cleaning  oi  South  Boston  beaohes,  384 
Columbus  park  improvements,  184 
conference  between    Bousing   Authority  and  Stationary  Firemen's 

Union,   195 
Conference  rt  Cathedral  Bousing  Project,  -i.' 
confirmation  of  constables,  75 

construction  of  memorial  hospital  by  White  Fund,  72 
Continuation  of  Child  Care  Centers,    13,  84,  94 

contract  for  veterans'  housing,  340 

conversion  of  Camp  McKay  as  veterans'  housing  projeet,  2(J4 

conversion  of  certain  school   buildings   into  apartments   for   veterans 
and  their  families,  7  1 

endorsement  of  U.  S.  Senate  Bill  1592  on  housing,  372 

eviction  of  certain  tenants  by  Boston  University,  79 

fees  for  Sunday  bowling  alleys,  543 

garage  under  Boston  Common,  87 

information  re  pavement  repair  contracts,  283 

interpretation  of  section  7  of  city  charter.  201 

investigation  by   Finance  Commission  of  number   of  city   employees, 
242.  241 

investigation  of  charges  re  garbage  contracts,  635 

legislation  to  diminish  traffic  congestion,  419 

loan  for  I.ong  Island  Hospital  buildings,  587 

loan  of  $1,000,000  for  sewerage  works,  200,  251 

loan  of  SI, 500, 000  for  purchase  of  departmental  equipment,  211,  251 

loan  of  15,000,000  for  off-street  parking,  419.  490,  573,  G04 

loan  of  $10,000,000  for  veterans'  housing,  482,  494,  509,  512,  517 

L  Street  Bathhouse  custodian,  443 

mode  of  employment  of  constables,  353 

naming  of  certain  city  property  for  deceased  war  veterans,  259 

opinion  asked  of  Law  Department  re  rights  of  Council  to  certain  in- 
formation, 204,  231 

order  re  increased  rents  in  market  district,  588 

ordinance  establishing  Veterans'  Rehabilitation  Division,  32 

ordinance  re  salaries  of  department  heads,  624,  639 

over-riding  of  Mayor's  veto  by  two-thirds  vote  of  Council,  12 

passage  of  House  Bill  1151,  246 

permission  asked  not  to  vote  on  order  for  sale  of  portion  of  Cambridge 
St.,  73 

powers  of  City  Council  to  obtain  certain  information,  293 

recreational  program  for  children,  636 

re-establishment  of  five-cent  fare  zones,  595 

reference  of  appointments  to  Committee  on  Constables,  92 

report  of  Finance  Commission  re  municipal  employees,  281 

report  of  Finance  Commission  re  1946  tax  rate,  374 

return  of  East  Boston  bathing  beach,  384 

sale  of  land  at  Cleveland  Circle  to  Samuel  G.  Fish,  639 

statistics  on  city  employees,  183 

tenancy  in  housing  projects,  14 

transfer  within  Institutions  Department  appropriation,  324 

veterans'  housing  and  survey,  412 

veterans'  housing  appropriation,  443 

veterans'  housing  program,  617 
resolves: 

approval  of  Finance  Commission  report  re  Reducing  Cost  of  Munic- 
ipal  Service,  283 

endorsement  of  U.  S.  Senate  Bill  1592  on  housing,  372 

regret  at  death  of  Rt.  Rev.  Thomas  R.  Reynolds,  585  (with  Couns. 
Keenan,  Hurley  and  Sullivan) 

retention  of  present  O.  P.  A.  laws,  244 

Liquids 

gaugers  appointed : 

annual  list  submitted  by  the  Mayor  as  contained  in  City  Document 
No.  43.  218 

Liquor 

licenses  for  Sunday  sale:  order  re  committee  to  investigate  issuance 
of  licenses,  60 

order  re  legislation  for  right  of  appeal  to  Alcoholic  Beverage  Commis- 
sion from  decisions  of  local  licensing  authorities,  60 

revocation  of  licenses  for  Sunday  sale  of  liquor,  50 

Little  Building  Tax  Abatement 

order  requesting  assessors  to  give  reasons  for  million-dollar  tax  abate- 
ment, 448 
report  of  finance  Commission  re  tax  abatement,  531 

Loans 

borrowing   in   anticipation   of  taxes:  order  authorizing  issuance  of 
temporary   aotet   up   to      10,000,000,   firs!    reading  and   passage,   6; 
trad  reading  and  passage,  )') 
Institutions  Department,  $1,000,000  for  hospital  buildings  at  Long 
id,  586,  609    '.-'7.   .'!■>  by  Mayor,  028 


Loans,  Continued 

Off-Street  Parking  Facilities,  $5,000,000,  342;  order  rejected,  391; 
second  order  submitted,  401;  passed,  429,  478,  483,  496,  564,  573,  601 

overlay  deficits,  funding  of,  $500,000,  342,  358,  370 

Park  Department:  Chandler's  Pond.  $5,000  for  sounding  and  survey, 
390 

Public  Welfare  and  Soldiers'  Benefits:  order  for  $2,900,000  to  meet 
appropriations,  220;  first  reading  and  passage,  250;  second  reading  and 
passage,  271;  approval  by  State  Emergency  Finance  Board,  299 

Public  Works  Department: 

construction  of  public  ways  or  permanent  pavement,  $1,500,000,  170, 

215,  237,  250 
incinerator  building,  $200,000,  417,  482,  512,  525 
sewer  construction,  $1,000,000,  171, .206,  251,  256,  passed,  259 

purchase  of  departmental  equipment,  $1,500,000,  156,  211,  251; 
passed,  255 

report  of  Finance  Commission  re  proposed  loan  of  $10,000,000  to 
meet  part  of  current  expenses,  120 

veterans'  housing,  $500,000,  288,  300,  314,  340;  substitute  order  sub- 
mitted and  passed,  340;  original  order  rejected,  340;  second  reading 
and  passage,  359,  455,  460,  482,  494,  509,  512,  535 

Loan  to  Great  Britain 

resolution  opposing  loan  to  Great  Britain  and  other  foreign  countries, 
55,  111 

Low=Cost  Housing 

order  re  construction  in  Ward  3  by  insurance  companies  and  banks,  223 


MacDonald,  John  D. 

sale  by  city  of  discontinued  part  of  Cambridge  st.,  45,  64,  73 

MacQillivary,  Sergeant  Charles 
delegation  of  councilors  designated  to  attend  testimonial  dinner,  300 
order  re  legislation  for  payment  of  annuity  to  holder  of  Congressional 
Medal  of  Honor,  321 

Madden,  Edward  C,  Councilor,  Ward  22 

ward  area:  Brighton,  north 
oath  of  office:  1 
committee  appointments: 

Appropriations,   Executive,   Finance   (Chairman),   Licenses,   Military 
Affairs,   Ordinances,   Parks   and   Playgrounds,    Public   Safety,   27; 
Constables,  116;  escort  to  President  Kelly,  9 
committee  reports: 

Finance:  206,  215,  250,  460,  482 
improvements: 

Brayton  rd.,  413 

Brock  St.,  598 

Niles  St.,  294 

Perle  st.,  466 

Rena  st.,  413 
orders: 

abolition  of  service  charge  to  veterans  attending  High  School  of  Com- 
merce, 440  (with  Coun.  Lane) 

addition  to  Ward  22  municipal  building,  572  (with  Coun.  Lane) 

bids  on  collection  of  garbage  in  District  4,  Brighton,  389  (with  Coun. 
Lane) 

changing  name  of  Sinclair  pi.,  504 

cleaning  up  of  Chandler's  Pond,  250,  403  (with  Coun.  Lane) 

coal   for   public   buildings,   551    (with   Couns.   Lane,   Cook,    Keenan, 
Hannon,  Kelly  and  Fish) 

collections  of  certain  Boston  garbage  by  farmers,  505 

contracts  for  collection  of  garbage  and  refuse,  631 

elimination  of  car  reservation  on  Brighton  ave.,  113  (with  Coun.  Lane) 

fireman  at  theatre  performances,  560  (with  Coun.  Lane) 

increased  staff  and  better  conditions  for  election  workers,  533  (with 
Couns.  Lane,  Hannon  and  Bayley) 

increase  of  certain  Police  Department  pensions,   630 

legal  and  medical  service  for  certain  persons  injured,  481 

lights  around  Chandler's  Pond,  Brighton,  540  (with  Coun.  Lane) 

list  of  contracts  for  less  than  $1,000,  634 

loan  of  $5,000  for  soundings  and  survey  of  Chandler's  Pond,  390  (with 
Coun.  Lane) 

naming  of  George  Riley  Stevens  playground,  598 

parking  facilities  to  be  provided  in  certain  new  buildings,  420 

payment  to  widows  of  Patrick  J.  Cady  and  Warren  E.  Barnard,  512 
(with  Coun.  Scannell) 

pedestrian-actuated  traffic  lights,  Ward  22,  31 

police  appointments  from  existing  list  for  sergeants,  525  (with  Couns. 
Keenan,  Cantwell,  Hannon,  Lane  and  Cook) 

proposed  City  Hall  clinic,  59  (with  Coun.  Lane) 

re-establishment  of  five-cent  fare  zones,  595  (with  Coun.  Keenan) 
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Madden,  Edward  C,  Councilor,  Ward  22,  Continued 

orders: 

relations  of  George  Baker  and  John  Magee  with  city  departments,  642 
rope  ladders  in  certain  rooms  of  hotels  and  rooming  houses,  561 
sewer  division  in  Brighton-Allston  district,  389  (with  Conn.  Lane) 
sweaters  for  school  athletic  teams,  504 
traffic  lights  at  Western  ave.  and  Everett  St.,  588 
ordinance:  hours  of  duty  of  firemen,   63   (with  Couns.   Cook,   Chase, 

Hannon,  Scannell,  Cantwell,  Kelly,  Bryan) 
remarks: 

abolition   of   service   charge   to   veterans    attending    High    School  of 

Commerce,  441 
action  on  permits  for  Sunday  bowling,  547 
addition  to  Ward  22  municipal  building,  572 
amendment  of  act  re  garage  under  Boston  Common,  249 
appropriation  of  $80,000  for  Institutions  Department  boat,  166,  173 
appropriation  of  $200,000  for  Fire  Department  boats,  426 
appropriation  of  $10,000,0000  for  veterans'  housing,  460 
audit  of  Boston  Elevated  books  by  State  Auditor,  94 
cleaning  up  of  Chandler's  Pond,  250 
collection  of  certain  Boston  garbage  by  farmers,  505 
contracts  for  collection  of  garbage  and  refuse,  631 
fees  for  Sunday  bowling  alleys,  542 

increased  staff  and  better  conditions  for  election  workers,  534 
increase  of  certain  Police  Department  pensions,  630 
legal  and  medical  service  for  certain  persons  injured,  481 
list  of  contracts  for  less  than  $1,000,  634 
loan  for  off-street  parking,  429,  485 
loan  of  $200,000  for  incinerator  building,  482 
loan  of  $1,000,000  for  sewerage  works,  207 

loan  of  $1,500,000  for  purchase  of  departmental  equipment,  211 
loan  of  $10,000,000  for  veterans'  housing,  482 
ordinance  establishing  Veterans'  Rehabilitation  Division,  32 
parking  facilities  to  be  provided  in  certain  new  buildings,  420 
pedestrian-actuated  traffic  lights,  Ward  22,  31 
per  capita  grant  to  cities  and  towns  by  Federal  Government,  30 
police  appointments  from  existing  list  for  sergeants,  525 
re-establishment  of  five-cent  fare  zones,  595 

relations  of  George  Baker  and  John  Magee  with  city  departments,  6'42 
restoration  of  police  rank  to  John  A.  Dorsey,  104 
return  of  service  men  without  further  delay,  22 
sale  of  land  at  Cleveland  Circle,  641 
sewer  division  in  Brighton-Allston  district,  389 
soundings  and  survey  of  Chandler's  Pond,  390 
sweaters  for  schoool  athletic  teams,  505 

increased  payments  to   certain  widows  and   dependents  of  city  em- 
ployees or  officials,  510  (with  Couns.  Lane,   McCormack,   Bryan, 

Cantwell,  and  Kelly) 
opposition  to  further  conscription  for  United  States  service,  22 
opposition   to    reduction    of  compensation  to    certain    veterans,    226 

(with  Coun.  Fish) 
payments  on  death  of  certain  members  of  police  and  fire  forces,  523 

(with   Couns.    Lane,    McCormack,  Bryan,    Cantwell,    Kelly,    Fish 
Hannon,  Moriarty  and  Coffey) 
payment  to  Bataan  and  Corregidor  survivors  or  parents,  572 
per  capita  grant  to  cities  and  towns  by  Federal  Government,  30  (with 

Couns.  Fish  and  Lane) 
regret  at  death  of  Frederic  E.  Dowling,  478  (with  Couns.  Lane  and 

Kelly) 
return  of  service  men  without  further  delay,  22 


Magee,  John 

order  re  investigation  of  relations  with  city  departments,  642 

Maguire,  Inocentia  F. 

acceptance  of  Chapter  316  re  payment  for  injuries,  466 

order  for  payment  of  $1,500,  477 

resolve  favoring  payment  of  money  to  Inocentia  F.  Maguire,  109 

Market  District  Rentals 

leases  in  Faneuil  Hall  and  Quincy  markets:  379,  410,  588,  610 

Market  Division 

See  Public  Buildings  Department 

Markham,  George  F. 

statement  on  veterans'  housing  problem,  461 

Marrinucci  Brothers 
proposed  stopping  of  payment  in  Ward  19:  order  requesting,  44 


Mayor  James  M.  Curley 
Inaugural  Exercises:  1 
Inaugural  Address:  1 
absence  from  city:  40,  163 
appointments: 

Boston  Housing  Authority,  16 

constables  authorized  to  serve  civil  process  upon  filing  bonds:  an- 
nual list  submitted  by  the  Mayor  as  contained  in  City  Document 
No.  44,  219;  69,  145,  229,  287,  377,  399,  436,  459,  629 
constables  to  serve  without  bond  and  without  authority  to  serve 
civil  process:  annual  list  submitted  by  the  Mayor  as  contained  in 
City  Document  No.  44,  219;  62,  69,  107,  145,  229,  287,  296,  304, 
331,  341,  377,  399,  480,  562,  612 
departmental:  17,  27,  41,  50,  70,  270,  319,  362,  418,  481,  530,   (3) 

593,  630 
examining  physician  for  city  and  county,  John  A.  Foley,  70 
Mayor's  Committee  on  Housing,  300 
Measurers  of  Grain:  287,  341 
Measurers  of  Leather:  69 

minor  officers  paid  by  fees,  annual  list  as  submitted  in  City  Docu- 
ment No.  43,  218 

State=Boston   Retirement   System:   appointment   of   Wilfred   J. 

Doyle,  399 
Weighers  of  Coal:  69,  117,  229,  287,  318,  377,   414,   436,   528,   562 
Weighers  of  Goods:  62,  99,  107,  156,  229,  287,  296,  304,  318,  331, 
341,  377,  399,  408,  472 
investigation  by  Finance  Commission  of  number  of   employees  in 

Mayor's  office:  order  requesting,  330,  336 
messages,  communications  and  orders: 

acceptance  of  Chapter  207,  Acts  of  1946,  re  operation  of  bowling 

alleys  on  the  Lord's  Day,  438 
acceptance  of  Chapter  494,  Acts  of  1946,    re   extension    of   rapid 

transit  facilities  in  East  Boston,  339 
acceptance  of  Chapter  559,  Acts  of  1946,  re  increasing  of  certain 

pensions,  436 
acceptance  of  Chapter  658,  Acts  of  1945,  re  employees'  retirement 

system,  318 
action  against  parents  of  truant  children,  62 
agreement  with  Federal  Works  Agency  re  plans  for  construction 

of  new  Surgical  Building,  219 
amendment  of  compensation  and  classification  plan: 

District   Attorney's    Office,    Chief    Stenographer    and    Indictment 

Clerk,  439 
South  Boston  district  court,  second  assistant  Clerk  of  Court,  344 
amendments  to  ordinances:  Market  Division  of  Public  Buildings 

Department,  378 
appointment  of  Committee  Memoralizing  Veterans,  97 
appropriations: 

abolition  of  Bird  Street  grade  crossing,  $25,000,  96;  Assessing  De- 
partment, $85,000,  26;  care  of  graves  of  soldiers,  sailors  and 
marines,  $10,000  to  be  charged  to  Contingent  Fund,  266;  Ceme- 
tery Division,  $60,000  from  income  of  Cemetery  Fund,  266; 
Cemetery  Division,  $60,000  from  income  of  Cemetery  Fund,  70; 
City  Record,  $5,400,  613;  Fire  Department  boats,  $250,000  from 
"Sales  of  City  Property,"  417;  new  buildings,  $450,000  from 
"Sales  of  City  Property,"  379;  purchase  of  fireboat,  $100,000, 
360;  Hospital  Department,  $75,000  for  X-ray  Department,  614; 
Institutions  Department,  $80,000  for  ocean-going  towboat  to 
service  Long  Island,  118;  Printing  Department,  $36,736.13  from 
department  income,  563;  Public  Buildings  Department,  $25,000, 
48;  Public  Ways,  Construction  of,  increased  appropriation  of 
$3,000,  107;  Public  Works  Department,  mains  and  water  meters, 
$238,050,  379;  Sumner  Tunnel  repairs,  $30,100,  380;  Purchase 
of  departmental  equipment:  increase  of  $3,000,  107;  recording 
and  copying  veterans'  discharge  certificates,  $15,000,  39;  savings 
bonds  allotment  plan  expenses,  $25,000,  16;  Sewerage  Works, 
increased  appropriation  of  $3,000,  107;  Soldiers'  Relief  Depart- 
ment, increase  of  $12,821.98  in  appropriation,  107;  State-Boston 
Retirement  System,  Expense  Fund,  $10,000  from  Reserve  Fund, 
399;  Treasury  Department,  expenses  of  Bond  Issues,  $2,962.13 
from  Reserve  Fund,  400;  Veterans'  Rehabilitation  Division, 
$23,874.19,  48;  War  Memorial,  Boston  Common,  $3,000  (addi- 
tional) from  Contingent  Fund,  400;  Zoning  Adjustment  Board, 
$1,500,  331. 
attendance  of  doctors  at  fires,  528 
banning  of  film  "The  Outlaw,"  416 

bequest  of  William  H.  Ryan  to  Randidge  Trust  Fund,  529 
Billings  Field  municipal  building,  341 
budget  for  1946,  48,  80;  supplementary  budget,  305 
call  for  special  meeting  June  13,  338;  August  19,  396 
candidates  who  are  not  residents  of  district  in  which  they  seek 

office,  296 
Carson  st.  land  for  playground  purposes,  117 
Chandler's  Pond  survey  appropriation,  416 
changing   name   of   Hano    Street    playground    to   George  Riley 

Stevens  playground,  612 
changing  name  of  Parker  Hill  playground,  262 
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Mayor  James   M.  Curley,  Continued 
nfessagesi  communications  ami  orders: 

changing  name  of  Sinclair  pi.  to  Sinclair  id..  508 

Christmas  Part}  foi  Long  Island  Hospital  patients,  606 

cleaning  of  Chandler's  I'ond,  287 

cleaning  of  City   Hall  and  Annex,   17 

cleaning  of  Dorchester  Courthouse.  IIS 

cleaning  of  South  Boston  parks  and  beaches,  341 

cleaning  of  streets  before  Easter,  160 

cleaning  of  Ward  i  catch-basins  and  sewers,  288,  341 

cleaning  of  Ward  3  streets,  342 

Columbia  Station  stairs  from  bridge,  613 

Columbus  Park  improvements,  287 

committee  on  naming  of  parks  and  squares  for  war  veterans,  230 

comparative  value  of  old  and  new  pension  systems,  472 

compensation  of  medical  panel  board  examining  veterans  seeking 

retirement,  155 
Conners   Brothers  Company  claim:  acceptance  of   Chapter  G22 

of  \.ts  ol  1945,  59] 
construction  of  catch-basins:  neai  2500  Centre  St.,  Ward  20.  102; 

mat  1  * »  Wright  id..  Ward  20.  103;  vicinity  of  Fond  st.  and  Columbia 

rd.,  Ward  7.  495 
construction   of   municipal    building,    West    Uoxbury,  by   White 

Fund,  98 
construction  of  playground,  Ward  20,  414 
convenience  station,  Uphams  Corner,  47 

conversion  of  Camp   McKay   into  veterans'   housing  project,   2G4 
custodian  of  L  Street  baths,  471 
Daisy  Field  improvements,  Jamaicaway,  563 
data  re  taxes  on  Housing  Projects,  297 
Day  Sq.,  East  Boston,  471 

demonstration  of  new  voting  machines,  471 
designation  of  Edward  T.  Kellv  as  chairman  of  Board  of  Assessors, 

50 
designation   of   William   J.   Campbell   as  chairman   of   Board   of 

Trustees,  Statistics  Department,  630 
Doherty  Heights  playground,  Charlestown,  202 
drafting   of   legislation    re   annuities   for   widows   and   children   of 

certain  city  employees,  548 
easement  for  sewerage  granted  city  in  South  Boston  by  United 

States  Government,  300 
emergency  repairs  of  streets,  69 

enforcement  of  statutes  re  unclaimed  baggage,  589 
Engine  40,  East  Boston,  612 
equipment  for  playground  field  houses,  481 
erection  of  fence,  Amory  St.,  Ward  II,  16 
establishment  of  Department  of  Veterans'  Services,  578 
exchange  of  city  land  with  Downes  Realty  Corporation,  305 
expenses  of  injured  employees  subject  to  Workmen's  Compensa- 
tion Act,  562  / 
Fairmount  School  renovation,  229 

fee  for  permanent  metal  awnings,  marquees,  etc.,  344 
fence  on  John  Winthrop  playground,  287 
fencing  of  certain  East  Boston  streets,  494 
fencing  of  mothers'  rest  area,  Ward  2,  288 
Fens  Stadium  improvements,  566 
fire  box,  Ward  12,  118 
firemen  on  duty  at  theatres,  578 
Fort  Hill  Observatory  improvements,  298,  304 
funding  of  overlay   deficits,   acceptance  of  Chapter   192,   Acts  of 

1946   220 
golf  course  fee,  398 
grant  of  land  in  South  Boston  to  city  from  United  States  Govern- 

M, -lit    360 
health  menace  at  corner  of  Canterbury  and  Poplar  sts.,  Ward  19, 

22'.) 
immediate  construction  of  Cathedral  and  South  Boston  housing 

projects,  628 
improved  street  lighting:  Centre  St.,  Ward  19,  from  Eliot  st.  to 

Arborwuy.  528;  Green  st..  495;  llautevale  and  Dalests.,  Ward  18,  508 
improvement  of  land  on  Carson  st.  foi  playground,  220 
Independence  Park,  South  Boston,  012 
information  from  Planning  Board,  472 
installation  of  electric  lights,  Ward  12,  480 
installation  of  lights  at  Fallon  Field,  290 

installation  of  public  telephone  booths  in  hospital  buildings,  028 
installation  of  push-button  signals,  Cottage  and   Maverick  sts., 

Ward   i     159;  '  ummin     Highway  and  Brown  ave.,  Ward   19,   180 


Mayor  James  M.  Curley,  Continued 

messages,  communications  and  orders: 

installation  of  spotlight,  Belgrade  ave.  and  Corinth    st.,  Ward  20, 

262 
installation   of   "Stop"   signs:   South   and   Centre  sts.,   Ward   20, 
102;  St.  Ajphonsus  st.,  Ward  10,  209,  415;  Weld  st.  and  West  Rox- 
bury  Parkway,  Ward  20,   100 
installation  of  traffic  lights: 

Brown  ave.  and  Cummins  Highway,  145,  287;    Cummins  Highway 
and   Hyde  Paris  ave,   Ward   18,  496;    East.  Eighth  and   L  sts., 
Ward  7.  99;    Huntington  ave.  and  West  Newton  st.,  159;    Hyde 
Park  ave.  and  Neponset  ave.,  480;  Jamaica  Plain,  98;   La  Grange 
st.  and  Centre  St.,  Ward  20,  502;    Manthorne  rd.  and  Centre  St., 
Ward  20,  562;    Morton  st.  near  Harvard  st.  and  Courtland  rd., 
628;    Tremont  and  West  Concord  sts.,  Ward  9,  502;   Ward  3,  69, 
202,  495;    Western  ave.  and  Everett  St.,  Ward  22,  629 
instruction  of  precinct  officers,  331 
laying-out  of  new  streets  in  Ward  19,  578 
leases,  Faneuil  Hall  and  Quincy  Market,  379 
lifeguards  at  Charles  River  beach  and  North  End  Park,  170 
lighting  of  stairway.  Monastery  Path,  342 
lights  at  Fallon  Field,  02 

lights  around  Chandler  Pond,  Brighton,  548 
lights  on  Harvard  Mall,  613 

loans: 

anticipation  of  revenue,  $40,000,000,  0;    funding  of  overlay  deficits, 
$500,000,  342;   hospital  buildings  at  Long  Island,  $1,000,000,  586; 
incinerator  building,  $200,000,  417;   Public  Welfare  and  Soldiers' 
Benefits,  $2,900,000,  220;   off-street  parking  facilities,  $5,000,000, 
342;    second  order  submitted,  401,  564;    Public  Works  Depart- 
ment,   construction    of    public    ways    or    permanent    pavement, 
$1,500,000,   170;    sewer  construction,  $1,500,000,   171;    purchase 
of  departmental  equipment,  $1,500,000,  156;     veterans'  housing 
facilities   in   connection  with  veterans'   housing,   $500,000,   288; 
message  asking  rejection  and  substitution  of  new  loan  order  for 
$500,000,  340 
locker  buildings  at  Columbus  Park  and  Stadium,  480 
Marcella   Street   Playground    backstop:     287;     playground    im- 
provements, 415 
McConnell  Park,  roping  off,  for  Sunday  games,  563 
naming  of  Marine  Park  bandstand,  297 
naming  of  traffic  circle,  Jamaica  Plain,  47 
naming   of    Ward    19    playground    the   Corporal    Joseph    Edward 

Johnson  playground,  180 
New  York,  New  Haven  &  Hartford  Railroad  Company  taxes,  436 
North  Bennet  Street  Bathhouse,  63,  550 
North   Ferry,   East   Boston,  lease  of  land  and  docks  to  Federal 

Government,  438 
notice  of  increased  assessment  to  owners  of  residential  property 

397 
Old  Head  House  Pier  repair,  440 
opinion  of  Law  Department  re  proposed  loan  for  Veterans'  Housing, 

509 
ordinances: 

amendments  re  fees  for  collecting  and  transporting  rubbish,  590 
amendment  re  salaries  of  Associate  Transit  Commissioners,  589 
operation  of  bowling  alleys  on  Sundays,  437 
salaries  of  department  officials  and  other  employees  whose  salaries 

are  regulated  by  ordinance,  505,  629 
taking  of  shellfish,  opinion  of  Law  Department,  96 
painting  of  crosswalks:    Uphams  Corner,  Dorchester,  562 
painting  of  pedestrian  traffic  lines,  Egleston  sq.,  262 
painting  of  white  stripes  in  center  of  principal  highways,  028 
parking  facilities  for  hospital  visitors,  028 
pedestrian-actuated  traffic  lights,  Ward  22,  02 
placing  of   boulder  and   tablet  by   Charlestown   Welcome   Home 

Committee,  415 
plans  for  new  nurses'  home,  City  Hospital,  400 
planting  of  trees:    Dwinell  St.,  398;   Weld  st.,  Ward  20,  436 
proposed  legislation  concerning  city,  39 
rafts  at  City  Point  public  landing,  508 
Registry  Department,  establishment  of  service  charge,  344 
release  of  restrictions  on  certain  Harrison  ave.  land,  266 
relettering  of  signs  throughout  city,  296 

removals: 

Carroll,  Edward  C,  Principal  Assessor,  27 
Hyde,  Clarence  E.,  Transit  Commissioner,  17 
King,  James  E.,  Chairman,  Statistics  Department,  17 
McCready,  Thomas  E.,  Registrar  of  Births,  Deaths  and  Marriages, 
17 

removal  of  traffic  circle,  Jamaica  Plain,  46 

repair  of  sidewalks,  Ward  2,  331 

replacing  of  certain  gas  lights  in  Charlestown,  480 

replacing  of  fence,  Marcella  st.,  Ward  1 1,  180 
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Mayor  James  M.  Curley,  Continued 

a 
messages,  communications  and  orders: 

restoration  of  Rutherford  ave.,  Ward  2,  by  Boston  Consolidated 
Gas  Company,  528 

resurfacing  of  Ward  10  playgrounds,  563 

retirement  benefits,  297 

roping  off  Ward  20  playgrounds,  613 

salary  adjustments  in  County  Compensation  Plan,  591 

sales: 

city-owned  land  in  Dedham,  230;  fireboat  "John  P.  Dowd,"  459; 
gasoline  crane  by  Public  Works  Department,  263;  nails  by 
Transit  Department,  188 

sales  of  land: 

Brookline  and  Longwood  aves.,  343;  Chestnut  Hill  ave.  and  Com- 
monwealth ave.,  171,  530;  Commercial  st.  at  public  auction,  380; 
Sumner  and  Orleans  sts.,  East  Boston,  156;  Veterans  of  Foreign 
Wars  Parkway,  West  Roxbury,  to  John  Hancock  Mutual  Life 
Insurance  Company,  508;  West  Broadway,  C  and  Athens  sts., 
529 

Savin  Hill  Bathhouse  construction,  62 

Savin  Hill  beach  sanding,  341 

Selective  Service  (United  States  Government)  occupation  of  portion 
of  Municipal  Building,  Columbia  rd.,  362 

sewerage  construction :  Eastwood  circuit  and  Oakmere  St.,  Ward  20, 
186;    Salman  st.  area,  Ward  20,  263 

shower  at  South  Boston  Health  Unit,  398 

sidewalk  construction: 

Cummins  Highway,  Nos.  290-310,  495;  East  Sixth  st.,  South 
Boston,  472;  Gaston  st.,  Ward  12,  298;  Hewlett  St.,  Ward  20, 
145;    Ritchie  St.,  Ward  11,  377;    Telegraph  st.,  Ward  7,  415 

skating  at  Ward  10  playgrounds,  612 

skating  at  Ward  18  playgrounds,  612 

spotlight  in  front  of  Mission  Church,  Ward  10,  269 

spraying  trees  on  private  property,  612 

sprinkling  of  Ward  3  streets,  186 

street  acceptance  orders: 

Austin  st.,  Ward  18,  158;  Bullion  rd.,  Ward  20,  157;  Hodgdon  ter. 
Ward  20,  158;  Lebanon  st„  Ward  13,  158;  Littledale  St.,  Ward  18, 
157;  Newburn  St.,  Ward  18,  157;  Oleander  St.,  Ward  13,  158' 
Rumford  rd.,  Ward  20,  157;  Tesla  st.,  Ward  18,  159;  Webster  pi., 
Ward  21,  158;  Worley  st.,  Ward  20,  159 

street  construction  orders: 

Mechanic  st„  Ward  21,  162;  Myles  Standish  rd.,  Ward  20,  187; 
Ward  19,  578;  Washington  St.,  between  Gallivan  Boulevard  and 
Fuller  St.,  117 

street  repairs: 

Midland  St.,  Dorchester,  97;  Ward  12  streets,  69 

street  resurfacing: 

Albano  St.,  from  Washington  to  Kittredge  sts.,  Ward  18,  398; 
Alexander  St.,  Ward  13,  298;  Ashfield  St.,  Ward  20,  187;  Bartlett 
St.,  Ward  2,  157;  Beech  Glen  st.,  Ward  11,  156;  Belgrade  ave., 
Ward  20,  263;  Bradwood  st.,  Ward  20,  117;  Buena  Vista  St., 
Ward  12,  471;  Charles  St.,  Ward  18,  590;  Columbus  ave.,  Ward  9, 
in  Roxbury  Crossing  area,  398;  Congreve  St.,  Ward  20,  187; 
Conway  St.,  Ward  20,  145;  Cordis  St.,  Ward  2,  157;  Devens  st., 
Ward  2,  157;  Dwinell  St.,  Ward  20,  118;  Eliot  st.,  Ward  19,  170; 
Firth  rd.,  Ward  19,  170;  Hewlett  St.,  Ward  20,  263;  Lamartine  st., 
Ward  19,  170;  Magnolia  st„  Ward  13,  298;  Marcellast.,  Ward  11, 
170;  Medford  St.,  Ward  2,  117;  Metropolitan  ave.,  from  Wash- 
ington st.  to  Poplar  St.,  Ward  18,  145;  Milton  st.,  Hyde  Park, 
from  Summit  to  Prospect  sts.,  399;  Monadnock  st.,  Ward  13, 
298;  Montview  St.,  Ward  20,  187;  Moseley  st.,  Ward  13,  298; 
Pender  st.,  Ward  20,  297;  Rexford  st.,  Ward  18,  117;  River  st., 
Ward  18,  590;  Rockland  St.,  Ward  20,  118;  Rosecliff  St.,  Ward  18, 
398;  streets  in  vicinity  of  St.  Margaret's  Hospital,  Ward  13, 
270,  298;  Summer  st.,  Ward  20,  187;  Talbot  ave.,  Wards  14  and 
17,  118;  Union  st.,  Ward  2,  157;  Weld  st.r  Ward  20,  263;  West 
Selden  St.,  Ward  18,  415;  Wood  st.,  Ward  2,  157 

streets  set  aside  for  coasting,  97 

street  widening  and  reconstruction:  Poplar  st.,  from  Canterbury 
st.  to  Beech  St.,  Roslindale,  98,  159 

Suffolk  Downs  real  estate  assessment,  304 

survey  and  possible  legislation  re  traffic  conditions,  589 

temporary  housing  for  veterans,  298 

tenants  in  housing  projects,  47 

tennis  courts,  Grampian  way,  Dorchester,  398 

traffic  hazards:  Edward  Everett  sq.,  98;  Seaver  st.  and  Walnut  ave., 
162 

transfers  between  departmental  appropriations: 

Boston  Retirement  Board,  $10,000,  from  Reserve  Fund,  591 
Charlestown  District  Court,   $750,   from  Granite  Avenue   Bridge, 

593 
City  Clerk  Department,   $1,451.20,  from  Municipal  Employment 

Bureau,  579 
City  Council  Proceedings,   $224.68,  from  Municipal  Employment 

Bureau,  528 
Collecting    Department,     Water    Division,    $2,500,    from    Water 

Service  Income,  564 
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messages,  communications  and  orders: 
transfers  between  departmental  appropriations: 

County  Buildings  Department,  $504,  from  Public  Buildings 
Department,  509 

Fire  Department,  $15,000,  from  Health  Department,  579 

Hospital  Department,  $30,000,  from  Health  Department,  579; 
$75,000  from  Snow  Removal,  592 

Municipal  Court,  $2,000,  from  Roxburv  District  Court  ($1,000), 
from  West  Roxbury  District  Court  ($500),  from  Medical 
Examiner  Service,  Northern  District  ($500),  593 

Municipal  Employment  Bureau,  $584.82  to  Weights  and  Measures 
Department,  362 

Penal  Institutions  Department,  House  of  Correction,  special 
improvements  and  repairs,  $75,000,  from  Snow  Removal,  389 

Public  Buildings  Department,  $2,000,  from  City  Planning  Depart- 
ment, 509 

Public  Welfare  Department,  Temporary  Home,  $1,300,  from 
Central  Office,  592 

South  Boston  District  Court,  $1,810,  from  County  of  Suffolk, 
Emergency  Compensation  Allotment,  579 

Superior   Court,   Civil   Session,    General   Expenses,    $10,000,   from 
appropriation   for   jail,    $5,000,    from    Supreme   Judicial    Court, 
$3,000,  from  Superior  Court,  Civil  Session,  Clerk's  Office,  $2,000, 
579 
transfers  from  Reserve  fund: 

City  Hall  Annex,  Emergency  Repairs,  $25,000,  548 

Licensing  Board,  $870.53,  565 
transfers  within  departmental  appropriations: 

County  of  Suffolk,  Contingent  Fund,  $1,500,  from  Emergency 
Compensation  Allotment,  579 

Institutions  Department,  Boat  Purchase,  Alterations,  etc.,  $9,000, 
from  Long  Island  Hospital,  Improvements  and  Repairs,  416; 
$16,000,  from  Long  Island  Hospital,  Improvements  and  Repairs 
to  Eastern  Avenue  Wharf  Repairs,  etc.,  400;  Long  Island  Hos- 
pital, Special  Improvements  and  Repairs,  $15,000,  from  Long 
Island  Hospital,  564 

Park  Department,  $3,000,  from  Cemetery  Division,  564;  $2,000 
from  Cemetery  Division,  579 

Penal  Institutions  Department,  Office  Expenses,  $815,  from  House 
of  Correction;  House  of  Correction,  $15,000,  from  Special  Im- 
provements and  Repairs,  564 

Public  Welfare  Department,  Temporary  Home,  $255,  from  Central 
Office,  361;  Wayfarers'  Lodge,  $1,300,  from  Central  Office,  437; 
Temporary  Home,  $425,  from  Central  Office,  437;  Temporary 
Home,  $250,  from  Central  Office,  528;  Wayfarers'  Lodge,  $8,500, 
from  Central  Office,  528;  Temporary  Home,  $90,  from  Central 
Office,  579;  Wayfarers'  Lodge,  $700,  from  Central  Office,  579 
transfers  from   Parkman    Fund   to  Park  Department:  $41,000, 

146;  $44,000,  264;  $33,000,  361;  $23,000,  437;  $22,000,  496;  $24,000, 

548;  $6,500,  566;  $7,161.68,  592 
transfers  of  land: 

Belle  avenue  land  from  Real  Estate  Commissioners  to  Public 
Works  Department  for  city  dump,  277 

land  on  Charter  and  Hanover  sts.  to  Fire  Department,  277 

land  at  Gallivan  Boulevard  and  Washington  St.,  Dorchester,  to 
Park  Department,  472 

land    on    Harrison    ave.    from  Real  Estate    Commission    to    Fire 
Department,  304 
transfer     of     steamer:     "Michael     J.     Perkins"     to     Institutions 

Department,    together    with    appropriation    for    "Perkins"    from 

Penal  Institutions  Department,  187 
Veterans'  Rehabilitation  Division,  Soldiers'  Relief  Department, 

26 
visitors'  directory  revision  by  City  Clerk,  381 
widening  of  Sprague  st.,  495 

widening  of  Washington  st.,  Forest  Hills,  to  help  traffic,  341 
winter  sports  at  George  Wright  golf  course,  563 
withdrawal  of  order  for  sale  of  nails,  288 

vetoes : 

amendment    to    Compensation    and    Classification    Plan    affecting 

Assistant  Clerk  of  Court,  Chelsea,  145 
loan  for  hospital  buildings,  Long  Island,  628 
loan  of  $10,000,000  for  veterans'  housing,  494 
naming  of  street  junction  for  veterans,  97 
order  accepting  Chapter  179,  Acts  of  1946,  261 

proposed  amendment  of  ordinance  re  hours  of  duty  for  firemen,  69 
resolution  re  retirement  allowances  for  accidental  disability  or  death 

and  pensions  in  Fire  Department,  107 

Mayor's  Committee  on  Housing 
appointment  of  members:  306 

McCormack,  Thomas  L.,  Councilor,  Ward  19 

ward  area:  Jamaica  Plain  and  Roslindale,  east 
oath  of  office:  1 

acting  chairman-:  11-15;  500,  571-573 

appointment  as  temporary  chairman  of  Executive  Committee,  32, 
271,  371 
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V\cCormack,  Thomas  1...  Councilor,  Ward  1'),  Continued 

co  nun  ut  ee  appointments: 

Appropriations   (Chairman),  Claims.   Executive,  Finance,   Hospitals, 

Post  Wax   Planning,    Public    Lands,   27;  chairman  (temporary)  of 

Bxecutii  e  Committee,  ';7  i 
committee  reports: 

Appropriations:  I-'.",.  152,  L67,  323 
Bxecuth  e;  :>2.  64,  457 
improvements: 
Eliol  st..  L50 
Firth  ut.,  150 
Lamartine  st.,  150,  560 

Oakdale  st.  (from  Lamartine  st.  to  Green  st.),  560 
Fond  st.  (Arborway  to  Brookline  line),  500 
orders: 
amendment  of  compensation  and  classification  plans,  classification  of 

visitor,  .">77 
appropriation  for  traffic  lights,  2S3  (with  Courts.  Lane,  Cantwell  and 

Bryan) 
branch  library  in  Forest  Hills  section,  44 
extension  of  Metropolitan  ave.  bus  lines  to  Roslindale  sq.,  114  (with 

Couns.  Bryan  and  Cantwell) 
health  menace  at  corner  of  Canterbury  and  Poplar  sts.,  151   (with 

Coun.  Cantwell) 
improved  lighting  on  Green  st.,  455  (with  Coun.  Moriarty) 
increased  lighting  on  Centre  St.,  504 

memorial  to  war  dead  of  Jamaica  Plain,  250  (with  Coun.  Moriarty) 
naming  of  bandstand  at  Jamaica  Pond  for  Alfred  E.  Moore,  339 
naming  of  Lamartine  st.  playground,  164 
naming  of   traffic  circle,   Arborway  and  Centre  st.,   32   (with  Coun. 

Moriarty) 
playground  at  corner  of  Canterbury  and  Poplar  sts.,  151  (with  Coun. 

Cantwell) 
proposed  stopping  of  payment  to  Muninucci  Brothers,  44 
push-button  signals  at  Cummins  Highway  and  Brown  ave.,  164 
push-button  traffic  signals  at  Perkins  st.  and  Jamaicaway,  25   (with 

Coun.  Carey) 
removal  of  traffic  circle,  May  and  Centre  sts.,  31 
sale  of  chaii  to  Peter  A.  Murray,  Jr.,  570 
skeleton  schedule  for  city  departments  over  July  4th  weekend,  346 

(with  Couns.  Cantwell,  Hannon,  Bryan  and  Sullivan) 
sub-relief  hospital  on  Emerson  property,  627  (with  Couns.  Bryan  and 

Cantwell) 
traffic  hazard  at  Arborway,  Centre  and  May  sts.,  281 
traffic  lights  at  Brown  ave.  and  Cummins  Highway,  114,  250 
traffic   lights   at   Hyde  Park   and   Neponset  aves.,   455   (with   Coun. 

Cantwell) 
traffic  lights.  Jamaica  Plain,  31 
Veterans'  Memorial  in  Roslindale,  44 
point  of  information:  67 
point  of  order:  126 
remarks: 

appropriation  of  $80,000  for  towboat  to  service  Long  Island,  153 
branch  library  in  Forest  Hills  section,  44 
budget  for  1946,  134 
cuts  made  in  budget,  126 
increased  salaries  for  department  heads,  626 

naming  of  bandstand  at  Jamaica  Pond  for  Alfred  E.  Moore,  339 
resolves: 

amendment  of  act  re  garage  under  Boston  Common,  247  (with  Couns. 

Cook,  Hannon,  Fish,  Lane,  Bryan,  Cantwell,  Keenan  and  Kelly) 
delivery  of  July  4th  oration  by  Mayor  Curley,  627 
increased   payments  to  certain  widows  and  dependents  of  city  em- 
ployees   or    officials,    510    (with    Couns.    Lane,    Bryan,    Cantwell, 

Madden  and  Kelly) 
payments  on  death  of  certain  members  of  police  and  fire  forces,  523 
h  Couns.  Lane,  Bryan,  Cantwell,  Madden,  Kelly,  Fish,  Hannon, 

Moriarty  and  Coffey) 

McCready,  Thomas  F. 

communication  re  removal  as  Registrar  of  Births,  Deaths  and  Mar- 
riage-. 19 

McGillivary,  Charles 

order  n:  means  of  presenting  substantial  gift,  330 

Meat  Supply 
steps  to  secure  adequate  supply,  450 

Medical  Examiner  Service,  South   Division 

transfers    from    other    departmental    appropriations:    Municipal 
loyment  Bureau,  J205.52,  362,  374 

Medical   Panel   Board 

compensation    for    board    examining    veterans    seeking    retirement 
use  of  incapacity,  155,  165 


Memorials 

committee   to  consider   fitting   memorial   to   Boston   war  dead: 

order  requesting  appointment,  278 
war  dead  of  Jamaica  Plain :  order  requesting  erection  of  memorial,  250 


Military  Affairs,  Committee  on 

members:    Couns.   Cantwell  ■  (Chairman) ,    Carey,    Keenan,    Madden, 

Bayley,  28 
reports:  64,  147,  236,  346 


Mission  Church 

installation  of  spotlight  in  front  of  church:  order  requesting,  227, 
269 


Monsignor  James  F.   Kelly 
benediction  at  inaugural  of  Mayor  Curley,  5 

Moriarty,  William  A.,  Councilor,    Ward  II 

ward  area:  Roxbury,  south,  and  Forest  Hills 
oath  of  office:  1 

acting  chairman:  311-313,  455-457 
committee    appointments: 

County    Accounts,    Executive,    Licenses,    Parks    and    Playgrounds, 
Public  Lands  (Chairman),  Voting  Machines,  27;  Mayor's  Commit- 
tee  on   Memorializing   Veterans,    230;    Public   Works   and   Street 
Commissioners,  500 
committee  reports:  Public  Lands,  45,  148,  301,  402,  552,  570,  574 
improvements: 

Beech  Glen  st.,  from  Fort  ave.  to  Highland  st.,  122 

Marcella  St.,  154 

Mulvey  ter.,  373 

Ritchie  St.,  373 
orders: 

Chapter  586,  Acts  of  1946,  421 

electric  lights  on  School  St.,  217 

Fort  Hill  observatory  improvement,  280 

improved  lighting  on  Green  st.,  455  (with  Coun.  McCormack) 

improvement  of  Marcella  st.  playground  surface,  389 

licenses  for  taking  of  shellfish,  67  (for  Coun.  Carey) 

Marcella  st.  playground  backstop,  217 

memorial  to  war  dead  of  Jamaica  Plain,  250  (with  Coun.  McCormack) 

naming  of  traffic  circle,  Arborway  and  Centre  St.,  32   (with  Coun. 
McCormack) 

painting  lines  for  pedestrian  traffic  at  Egleston  sq.,  217 

reimbursement  of  Samuel  Dietchman,  420  (with  Coun.  Cook) 

replacing  of  broken  fence  on  Marcella  St.,  154 

replacing  of  certain  gas  lamps,  Ward  11,  by  electricity,  58 

restoring  former  New  Heath  st.  car  stop,  58 

standard  fee  permitting  use  of  either  municipal  golf  course,  372  (with 
Couns.  Muchnick  and  Cantwell) 

Thornton  st.  as  one-way  street,  373 

traffic  hazard  at  Seaver  st.  and  Walnut  ave.,  91  (with  Coun.  Cook) 

widening  of  Washington  St.,  Forest  Hills,  329  (with  Coun.  Sullivan) 
point  of  order:  470 
remarks: 

action  on  permits  for  Sunday  bowling,  545 

amendment  of  act  re  garage  under  Common,  248 

Chapter  586,  Acts  of  1946,  421 

Fort  Hill  observatory  improvements,  280,  286 

recording  in  affirmative  on  loan  for  veterans'  housing,  517 

return  of  servicemen  without  further  delay,  25 

Roxbury  Day  celebration,  506 

sale  of  fire  station  17,  land  and  buildings,  Harrison  ave.,  148,  183 

sale  of  land  at  Chestnut  Hill  and  Commonwealth  aves.,  409 
resolve:  payments  on  death  of  certain  members  of  police  and  fire  forces, 
523   (with  Couns.  Lane,   McCormack,   Bryan,   Cantwell,   Madden, 
Kelly,  Fish,  Hannon  and  Coffey) 


Muchnick,  Isadore  H.  Y.,  Councilor,  Ward   14 

ward  area:  Dorchester,  west 
oath  of  office:  1 
committee  appointments: 

Appropriations,    Constables    (Chairman),  Executive,   Post- War  Plan- 
ning, Public  Welfare,  Rules,  Unclaimed  Baggage,  27 
doubting  of  vote:  152,  249,  356,  409 
improvements: 

Talbot  ave.,   from   Codman  sq.   to   Blue   Hill  ave.,   59   (with   Coun. 
Keenan) 


MUCHNICK 


(31) 


NEW 


Muchnick,  Isadore  H.  Y.,  Councilor,  Ward  14,  Continued 

orders: 

abolition  of  Committee  on  Constables,  92 

bus  service  to  cemeteries  on  Memorial  Day,  312  (with  Coun.  Cantwell) 

information  as  to  number  and  salaries  of  city  employees,  114 

life  insurance  plan  for  fire  and  police  department  members,  516 

parking  on  Commonwealth  ave.  from  Exeter  st.  to  Kenmore  sq.,  600 

restoration   of   service    on    Dorchester    Branch,    560    (with    Couns. 

Hannon,  Keenan,  Kelly  and  Cantwell) 
standard   fee   permitting   use   of   either   municipal   golf   course,   372 

(with  Couns.  Moriarty  and  Cantwell) 
Suffolk  Downs  property  assessment,  278 
supplementary  telephone  directory,  312 

tax  by  city  on  amount  wagered  daily  at  Suffolk  Downs,  278 
tax  by  city  on  Suffolk  Downs  admission  charges,  279,  291 
taxing  of  real  estate  used  for  dwellings  at  lower  rate,  226 
tax  on  rental  of  hotel  rooms,  167 
traffic  lights  on  Morton  St.,  586 

use  tax  on  seating  capacity  of  places  of  public  assembly,  167 
withholding  of  payment  to  Elevated  until  completion  of  state  audit,  91 

ordinance:    designation   of   streets   for   instruction   of   unlicensed    car 
operators,  301 

point  of  information:  77,  94,  129,  251,  315,  336,  348,  422,  449,  491 

point  of  order:  8,  130,  151,  176,  235,  256,  313,  336,  350,  351,  423,  469, 

491,  552,  607 
point  of  parliamentary  inquiry:  349 

remarks: 

abatements  by  Board  of  Assessors,  537 

abatements  over  $25,000  made  in  1946,  558 

abolition  of  Committee  on  Constables,  92 

abstinence  from  voting  on  act  authorizing  refund  to  Somerset  Hotel, 

374 
acceptance  of  report  of  Committee  on  County  Accounts,  115 
amendment  of  act  re  garage  under  Boston  Common,  248 
appropriation  for  construction  of  facilities  for  veterans'  housing,  289 
appropriation  of  $80,000  for  towboat  to  service  Long  Island,  153 
appropriation  of  $200,000  for  Fire  Department  boats,  424 
audit  of  Boston  Elevated  books  by  State  Auditor,  90 
better  service  on  entire  system  of  Boston  Elevated,  57 
bond  of  Boston  American  League  Baseball  Club,  154 
Boston  Waterways,  Inc.,  petition,  569 
budget  for  1946,  136 
Cathedral  housing  project,  243 
confirmation  of  constables,  74,  348 
confirmation  of  James  Amato,  335 
denial   of   license   for   Sunday  sports   to   Boston   American    League 

Baseball  Company,  152 
designation  of  streets  for  instruction  of  unlicensed  car  operators,  301 
employees  in  Mayor's  office,  337 
eviction  of  certain  tenants  by  Boston  University,  78 
hearings  on  petitions  for  driveway  openings,  514 
holding  of  names  of  certain  constables,  311 
increased  tax  on  Suffolk  Downs  real  estate,  279 
information   asked   from   the   Mayor   re   employees   discharged   and 

hired,  201 
information  as  to  number  and  salaries  of  city  employees,  114 
information  on  contract  for  veterans'  housing,  340 
information  re  constables  appointed,  410 
information  re  veterans'  housing,  300 
invitation  to  persons  to  attend  executive  meeting,  441 
legislation  proposed  for  tax  relief  of  city,  66 
life  insurance  plan  for  fire  and  police  department  members,  516 
loan  for  Long  Island  Hospital  buildings,  587 
loan  for  off-street  parking,  601 
loan  of  $1,000,000  for  sewerage  works,  206,  251 
loan  of  $1,500,000  for  departmental  equipment,  251 
mode  of  employment  of  constables,  351 

National  League  Baseball  Club  license  for  Sunday  sports,  165 
operation  of  five-cent  bus  lines  in  Boston,  599 
opinion  of  Corporation  Counsel  re  Council's  right  to  obtain   certain 

information  from  Mayor,  236 
opposition  to  curtailment  of  powers  of  Price  Control  Act,  226 
ordinance  re  salaries  of  department  heads,  620 

parking  on  Commonwealth  ave.  from  Exeter  st.  to  Kenmore  sq.,  600 
petition  of  Eastern  Massachusetts  Street  Railway  Company,  451 
reference  of  appointments  to  Committee  on  Constables,  91 
refunding  of  license  fee  paid  by  Somerset  Hotel,  Inc.,  58 
repeal  of  Chapter  4  of  Acts  of  1946  re  Registry  Department,  423 
requested  appropriation  of  $500,000  for  emergency  veterans'  housing, 

315 
residence  of  candidates  in  districts  they  seek  to  represent,  239 
resolution    condemning    statements    by     Representative     John    H. 

Taylor,  125 
resolution  re  funding  of  overlay  deficits,  etc.,  64 
restoration  of  police  rank  to  John  A.  Dorsey,  103 
revocation  of  licenses  for  Sunday  sale  of  liquor,  57 
sale  of  fire  station  17,  Harrison  ave.,  land  and  buildings,  149,  183 
sale  of  land  at  Chestnut  Hill  ave.  and  Commonwealth  ave.,  408,  640 
supplementary  telephone  directory,  312 
tax  by  city  on  Suffolk  Downs  admission  charges  and  amounts  wagered, 

279,  291 
taxes  to  ease  real  estate  taxation,  167 

taxing  of  real  estate  used  for  dwellings  at  lower  rate,  226 
the  next  meeting,  374 
traffic  lights  on  Morton  st.,  586 


Muchnick,  Isadore  H.  Y.,  Councilor,  Ward  14,  Continued 

remarks: 

withdrawal  from  Committee  on  Rules  of  resolve  re  O.  P.  A.  laws,  244 
withholding  of  city  payments  to  Elevated  until  completion  of  state 
audit,  91 

resignation  from  Committee  on  Constables,  92 
resolves: 

congratulations  to  City  of  Cambridge  upon  100th  anniversary  as 
municipal  corporation,  350 

felicitations  to  Archbishop  Cushing  on  Silver  Jubilee  of  his  ordina- 
tion, 310  (with  Couns.  Hurley  and  Chase) 

making  of  "Great  Family  Tradition"  a  campaign  issue,  525  (with 
Couns.  Hurley,  Cook,  Scannell,  Kinsella  and  Hannon) 

opposition  to  curtailment  of  powers  of  Price  Control  Act,  226 


Municipal  Employment  Bureau 

location  near  Veterans'  Rehabilitation  Division:  order  requesting, 

38 

transfers  to  other  departmental  appropriations:  City  Clerk 
Department,  $1,451.20,  579,  586;  City  Council  Proceedings,  $224.68, 
528,  541;  Medical  Examiner  Service,  South  Division,  $205.52, 
362,  374;  Weights  and  Measures  Department,  $584.82,  362,  374 


Murray,  Peter  A.,  Jr. 
sale  of  chair  used  by  his  father,  570 

Music  for  Public  Band  Concerts 

act  re  expenditures:  message  from  the  Mayor,  39,  64,  67 


Naming  of  City  Property 


order  asking  that  city  property  be  named  in  memory  of  deceased  war 
veterans,  284 


Naming  Squares,  Streets  and  Playgrounds,  Committee 
on 

orders  for  naming  of  intersections: 

Arborway    and    Centre    st.,    Jamaica    Plain,    "Veterans     Memorial 

Circle,"  47 
Harrison   ave.  and  Northampton  St.,  in  honor  of  Sergt.  Patrick  F. 

Crissafulli,  85,  97 
Oak  and  Hudson  sts.,  in  memory  of  Michael  Abraham,  408 
Preble  and  Vinton  sts.  and  Columbia  id.,  "Alexander  Paucka  Circle," 

284 
Shawmut  ave.   and   Dwight  st.,   in  memory  of   George   and  Sheffie 

Abraham,  408 
Shawmut  ave.  and  Milford  st.,  in  memory  of  Samuel  Naser,  408 


National  League  Baseball  Club 
petition  for  license  for  Sunday  sports:  163,  165 


Newburyport,  Mass. 


communication  from  members  of  City  Council  re  taking  of  shell- 
fish, 101 


New  England  Land  Company 
offer  to  purchase  land  at  Cleveland  Circle,  594 

New  England  Telephone  &  Telegraph  Company 

notice  from  Boston  Port  Authority  of  permission  to  dredge  trench 

from  Condor  st.,  East  Boston,  across  Chelsea  River,  121 
supplementary  telephone  directory:  order  re  publication,  312 


New  England  Transportation  Company 

notice  of  hearing  before  Public  Utilities  Department,  474,  615 
petition  to  operate  bus  route  from  Park  sq.  to  Dedham  line,  362,  374; 
supplementary  petition,  496,  550,  560,  616 


NI.W 
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New    York,   New    Haven   &   Hartford   Railroad 

collection  of  taxes:  ordei  requesting  Law  Department  to  take  aeoessaiy 
Bteps,  310.  421,  *36 

erection  of  fence,  Vmorj  st.,  Ward  II;  IB 

notice  of  hearing  before  Department  of  Public  Utilities  re  discon- 
tinuance ^i  Doroneetei  Branon,  550 

order  requesting  anion  against  company  re  unclaimed  baggage,  333,  589 

reopening  of  passagewaj  under  tracks  leading  from  Clayton  to 
Beach  sts.,  Dorchester;  order  requesting,  7!) 

restoration  of  service  on  Dorchester  Branch:  order  requesting,  500 

taxes  due  cil\ ,  421 

North  Bennet  Street   Bathhouse 

order  requesting  Building  Commissioner  to  inspect  physical  condition, 

31 
order  requesting  Mayor  to  include  money  in  budget  for  modernization, 

84 


North  Ferry,  East  Boston 
lease  of  land  and  docks  to  Federal  Government,  438,  457 

O'Brien,  Helen  R. 

payment  of  $5,000  by  city:  order  authorizing,  355 


O'Brien,   Henry  F. 

resolve  re  enactment  of  legislation  for  payment  to  mother  of  Henry  F. 
O'Brien,  killed  at  Long  Island  Hospital,  58,  64 


Off=Street  Parking  Facilities 

loan  order  of  $5,000,000  submitted  by  the  Mayor,  342;  order  re- 
jected, 391,  396;  second  order  submitted,  401,  passed,  429,  478,  483, 
496,  564,  573,  001 


O.  P.  A. 

resolve  favoring  retention  of  present  laws,  244 

resolve  requesting  President  to  abolish,  455 

resolve  urging  continuation  of  present  Price  Control  Act,  226,  244 

Ordinances 

Market  Division,  Public  Buildings  Department,  378,  410,  552 
salaries  of  Associate  Transit  Commissioners,  589 
bowling  alleys:  fees  for  operation  on  Sundays,  437,  540;  ordinance  sub- 
mitted by  the  Mayor  rejected,  541;  ordinance  submitted  by  Coun. 
Cook,  541 
designation  of  streets  for  instruction  of  unlicensed  car  operators, 

301 
draft  of  revision  of  ordinances:  order  asking  City  Clerk  to  prepare 

and  submit  to  Council,  102 
establishing  Department  of  Veterans'  Services,  578,  615 
establishing    of    Veterans'    Rehabilitation    Division    of    Soldiers' 

Relief  Department,  26,  32,  41 
fee  for  collection  of  refuse  of  manufacturing  and  mercantile  business, 

590,  615 
fee  for  permanent  metal  awnings,  marquees,  etc.,  344,  401 
fee   for   transportation   of   garbage   and    other   refuse    through 

streets,  500,  615 
hours  of  duty  for  firemen  ((message  of  Mayor  and  ordinance  amend- 
ing Chapter  6  of  Ordinances  of  1942  referred  December  31,  1945), 
60,  63;  new  ordinance  submitted  and  passed,  63;  veto  by  Mayor,  69; 
new  ordinance  submitted  by  Committee  on  Ordinances  re  Fire  De- 
part i/n-m  .  85.  passed,  91 

opinion  of  Law  Department  on  ordinance  re  taking  of  shellfish,  67, 
96,  100 

repeal  of  Chapter  4  of  Ordinances  of  1946  re  Registry  Department, 
121 

salaries  of  department  heads  (offered  by  Coun.  Cook),  635,  638 
salaries  of  department  officials  and  other  employees  whose  salaries 

are  regulated  by  ordinance,  565,  615,  619,  629,  637 
service  charge  for  lists  of  births,  deaths  and  marriages  compiled 

for  sale  foi  commercial  purposes,  345;  passed,  410 
shellfish:  regulation  of  digging  and  taking,  111,  114 
transit    Department:    amendment   of   salaries   of   Associate   Transit 
~iKi,  615 


Ordinances,  Committee  on 

members:  Coitus.  Cook  (Chairman),  Chase,  tlannon,  Scannell,  Cant- 
well,  Bryan,  Madden,  27 
ordinances  referred:  60,  63,  85,  114,  (2)  344,  378,  565,  579,  589,  590 
reports:  41,  63,  85,  401,  410,  540,  552,  615 


Overlay  Deficits 

acceptance  of  Chapter  192,  Acts  of  1946,  re  funding  of  overlay  deficits, 

220,  228 
legislation  proposed  by  Mayor:  39,  64 
loan  of  $500,000  for  funding  of  overlay  deficits,  342,  358,  370 


Overriding  of  Mayor's  Veto 

order  requesting  Corporation  Counsel  to  draw  legislation  amending 
charter  to  permit  overriding  of  Mayor's  veto  by  two-thirds  vote  of 
Council,  9,  58 


Pan=American  Airways,  Inc. 

application  to  operate  from  Boston:  resolve  endorsing,  552 

Park  Department 

appointment:  Long,  William  P.,  member  of  Mayor's  Committee  on 

Housing,  306 
Adams  Park,  Roslindale:  order  re  installation  of  benches,  350 
appropriations: 

Cemetery  Division,  $60,000,  70,  167 

War  Memorial,  Boston  Common,  $3,000  (additional),  from  Contingent 
Fund,  400,  404 
Billings  Field  Municipal  Building:  order  asking  construction  from 

Parkman  Fund,  271,  341 
bocci  alleys:  order  requesting  building  at  North  End  Park  and  Nashua 

and  Leverett  st.  playground,  185 
broken  glass  on  beaches:  order  re,  373 
Carson  st.  land  for  playground  purposes:  order  requesting,  109,  164, 

220,  222,  271 
Chandler's   Pond,   Ward   22:   order  re  cleaning,   250,   288;   order   re 

soundings  and  survey,  390,  416;  order  re  lighting  for  skating,  540,  548 
City  Square,  Charlestown:  placing  of  boulder  and  tablet  by  Charles- 
town  Welcome  Home  Committee,  411,  415 
Columbia  Station  stairs  from  bridge:  order  requesting  construction, 

571,  613 

Columbus  Park:  order  requesting  improvements,  184,  287 
convenience  station,  Ward  7:  order  re  reopening,  38,  47 
Daisy   Field,   Jamaicaway,   Ward    10:   order  re  laying  out  as  play- 
ground, 517,  563 
Doherty  Heights  Playground,  Charlestown:  order  asking  continua- 
tion of  work  started  in  1945,  73,  222,  262 
elimination  of  traffic  hazard  at  Arborway,  Centre  and  May  sts., 

Ward  19:  order  requesting,  281 
Fallon   Field:  order  re  installation  of  electric  lights,  42,  62;  order  re 

lighting  of  walk  between  Belgrade  ave.  and  Robert  St.,  271,  296 
Fens  Stadium  improvements:  order  requesting,  524,  566 
field  houses:  order  asking  proper  equipment  and  facilities,  477,  481 
flooding  of  Ward  10  playgrounds  for  skating:  order  requesting,  587, 

612 
flooding  of  Ward  18  playgrounds  for  skating:  order  requesting,  585, 

612 
Fort  Hill  Observatory:  order  requesting  that  walks,  land  and  benches 

be  put  in  first  class  condition,  280,  285,  298 
Golf  Course  fees:  order  requesting  standard  fee  of  $25  permitting  use 

of  either  Franklin  Park  or  Wright  course,  372,  398 
Hano  Street  Playground:  order  re  changing  name  to  George  Riley 

Stevens  playground:  598,  612 
icing  of  drinking  fountains  during  summer,  355 
Independence  Park  improvements:  order  requesting,  601,  612 
installation  of  lights  in  Harvard  Mall,  Ward  2:  order  requesting, 

572,  613 

Jamaica  Pond  bandstand:  order  re  naming  for  Alfred  E.  Moore,  339' 

John  Winthrop  playground:  order  requesting  height  of  fence  be 
increased,  172,  287 

lifeguards  at  Charles  River  Beach  and  North  End  Park:  order  re- 
questing sufficient  number,  147,  170 

locker  buildings  at  Columbus  Park  and  Stadium:  order  re  putting 
in  good  condition,  477,  480 

L  Street  Bathhouse  custodian:  order  asking  change  of  rating,  443, 
471 
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Park  Department,  Continued 

Marcella  Street  playground:  order  re  increasing  height  of  backstop, 
217,287;  order  re  leveling  of  surface  and  spreading  6  inches  of  loam, 
389,  415 

Marine  Park  bandstand:  order  asking  naming  in  honor  of  South  Bos- 
ton veterans,  278,  297;  order  requesting  schedule  of  nightly  and 
Sunday  concerts,  278 

matrons  for  field  houses:  order  re  additional  matrons  for  summertime 
work,  346 

McConnell  Park:  order  requesting  roping  off  park  for  Sunday  football 

games,  513,  563 
memorial  to  South  Boston  World  Wars  I  and  II  veterans:  order 

requesting,  606 
memorial  to  war  dead  of  Jamaica  Plain:  order  requesting,  250 
mothers'  rest  area,  Hill  and  Cook  sts.,  Ward  2:  order  re  fencing  of, 

240,  288 
naming  of  Lamartine  street  playground  for  Corp.  Joseph  Edward 

Johnson,  164,  186 
North  Bennet  Street  Bathhouse:  order  re  modernization,  84,  299, 

347,  539,  550 
Old  Head  House  Pier:  order  requesting  repair,  435,  440 
Parker  Hill  Playground:  order  requesting  name  be  changed  to  Lieut. 

Joseph  D.  McLaughlin  Park,  247,  263 
parking  on  Commonwealth  avenue  from  Exeter  st.  to  Kenmore  sq.: 

order  requesting,  600 
playground  requested:  corner  of  Canterbury  and  Poplar  sts.,  Ward 

19,  151 
rafts  at  City  Point  public  landing:  order  requesting,  492,  508 
reimbursement  of  employees'  claims:  Mayo,  Arthur  E.,  172,  345, 

370 
relettering  of  signs  in  memory  of  deceased  veterans  on   parks   and 

playgrounds,  271,  296 
removal  of  traffic  circle  at  May  and  Centre  sts.,  Jamaica  Plain:  order 

requesting,  31,  46 
resurfacing  of  certain  Ward  10  playgrounds:  order  requesting,  517, 

563 
roping  off  sections  of  Ward  20  playgrounds  for  small  children: 

order  requesting,  598,  613 
Ryan  Field,  Charlestown:  relocation  of  sign  identifying  field,  271 
sales  of  land:  Cleveland  Circle,  southerly  side  of  Chestnut  Hill  ave., 
171,  530;  Veterans  of  Foreign  Wars  Parkway,  West  Roxbury,  to  John 
Hancock   Mutual   Life   Insurance   Company,    508;   West  Broadway, 
C  and  Athens  sts.,  South  Boston,  529 
Savin  Hill  Bathhouse:  order  re  prompt  construction,  59,  63 
Savin  Hill  Beach:  order  requesting  sanding,  333,  341 
South  Boston  beaches:  order  re  cleaning,  384 

South  Boston  parks  and  beaches:  order  requesting  cleaning,  310,  341 
tennis  court  on  Grampian  way,  Dorchester:  order  re  naming  for 

Corp.  Joseph  A.  Donovan,  387,  398 
traffic  circle  at  Arborway  and  Centre  St. :  order  requesting  name  of 

Veterans'  Memorial  Circle,  47 
Training  Field  Park,  Charlestown:  order  re  repairs,  294 
transfers  from  Parkman  Fund:  $41,000,  146,  167;  $44,000,  264,  300; 
$33,000,  361,  402;  $23,000,  437,  448;  $22,000,  496,  512;  $24,000,  548, 
570;  $6,500,  566,  574;  $7,161.68,  592,  608 
transfer  of  Humphrey's  School  land  for  children's  playground 

and  mothers'  rest:  order  requesting,  571 
transfers  of  land:  Gallivan  Boulevard  and  Washington  st.,  Dorchester, 
from  Real  Estate  Commission,  472,  478;  corner  of  Washington  st.  and 
Gallivan    Boulevard,  Ward    17,    from    Real  Estate  Commission  for 
playground  purposes:  order  requesting,  281 
transfers  within  departmental  appropriations:  Park  Department, 
$3,000  from   Cemetery   Division,  564,   574;   $2,000,   from   Cemetery 
Division,  579,  586 
tree  planting  on  both  sides  of  Dwinell  St.,  Ward  20;  order  requesting, 

371,398 
tree  spraying  on  private  property:  order  re  notice  of  charges,  585, 

612 
Victory  Garden  Program:  order  requesting  continuance,  84 
Ward  20  playground:  order  re  construction  on  vacant  land  in  custody 

of  department,  412,  414 
Weld  st.,  Ward  20:  order  requesting  planting  of  trees  on  both  sides  of 

street,  412,  436 
Wright  golf  course:  order  re  equipment  for  winter  sports,  517,  563 


'arking 

reduction  of  time  for  parking  on  Massachusetts  ave.,  Ward  4:  241 
prevention  of  land  grabs  in  legislation  for  parking  spaces  by  eminent 
domain,  240 


Parkman  Fund 

municipal    building  on    Billings   Field:   order  re  construction   by 

Parkman  Fund,  271,  319 
transfers  to  Park  Department:  $41,000,  146,  167;  $44,000,  264,  300; 

$33,000,  361,  402;  $23,000,  437,  448;  $22,000,  496,  512;  $24,000,  548, 

570;  $6,500,  566,  574;  $7,161.68,  592,  608 


Parkman  Fund,  Committee  on 

members:  Couns.  Coffey  (Chairman),  Russo,  Bryan,  Sullivan,  Chase,  27 
reports:  167,  300,  319,  402,  512,  570 


Parks  and  Playgrounds,  Committee  on 

members:    Couns.    Bayley    (Chairman),    Madden,    Lane,     Moriartv. 

Bryan,  28 
meeting  of  committee:  228 
report: 271 


Patton,  General  George  S.,  Jr. 

resolve  favoring  erection  of  monument  or  other  memorial  to  General 
Patton,  122 


Penal  Institutions  Department 

appointments: 

Grossman,  Maxwell  B.,  Commissioner,  17 
Nevins,  John  F.,  Deputy  Commissioner,  41 

designation  of  Maxwell  B.  Grossman,  as  Acting  Institutions  Commis- 
sioner, 18 

requested  donation  by  government  of  boat  for  Long  Island,  183 

resignations: 

Carroll,  John  H.,  Deputy  Penal  Institutions  Commissioner,  41 

Selvitella,  Henry,  Commissioner,  17 
transfers  between  departmental  appropriations:  House  of  Cor- 
rection,   Special    Improvements   and    Repairs,    $75,000,   from   Snow 

Removal,  389,  391 
transfer  of  steamer  "Michael  J.  Perkins"  to  Institutions  Department, 

together  with  appropriation  for  "Perkins,"  187,  228 
transfers  within   departmental  appropriations:   Office  Expenses, 

$815  from  House  of  Correction,  564,  573;  House  of  Correction,  $15,000 

from  Special  Improvements  and  Repairs,  564,  573 
veterans'  applications  for  retirement: 

Cronin,  Frederick  J.,  184,  250 

Donahue,  Donald  E.,  345,  355 

Kelly,  Matthew  L.,  99,  106 

Kineavey,  Thomas  Francis,  119,  172 

Londrigan,  John,  319,  320 
retirements: 

Maree,  Bartholomew  J.,  285,  291 

O'Brien,  John  J.,  231,  250 

Robertson,  John,  119,  172 


Pensions  and  Annuities 

Fire  Department:  resolution  passed  favoring  legislation  for  retirement 

after  25  years  of  service  at  two-thirds  of  annual  salary,  102;  veto  by 

Mayor,  107 
Fire  Department,  for  death  of  husband : 

Bailey,  Elizabeth  R.,  319 

Barrett,  Rita,  70,  290 

Chamberlain,  Matilda,  E.,  362,  527 

Farley,  Mrs.  William,  163,  521 

Foster,  Mary  E.,  172 

Fullerton,  Gertrude  M.,  381 

Kelley,  Mary  A.,  285 

Martin,  Margaret  M.,  362 

McTighe,  Mary  A.,  481 

Mellyn,  Mary  E.,  381,  527  (for  death  of  brother) 

Orton,  Lillian  F.,  285,  418 

Riley,  Anna,  332,  527 

Savage,  Teresa  M.,  73  (petition  referred  August  27,  1945) 

Simmons,  Ella  M.,  119 

Sullivan,  Evelyn,  481 

Sullivan,  Florence  M.,  580 

Welch,  Agnes  L.,  231,  614 
order  re  increased  payment  to  all  widows  of  deceased  city  employees 

receiving  less  than  $1,000  per  year,  43,  58 
order  re  increase  to  $1,500  of  annuities  payable  to  widows  of  policemen 

and  firemen,  483,  548 
payment  to  widow  or  dependents  of  sum  equal  to  annual  wage  of 

employee  or  official  killed  in  performance  of  duty,  etc.,  510 


PENSIONS 


(34) 


PUBLIC 


Pensions  and  Annuities,  Continued 

Police  Department,  for  death  of  husband: 
Cullinane,  Marie,  99,  320 
ESdwarda,  Catherine  J.,  27 
Fitagerald,  Ethel  M..  593 
Gale,  Gertrude  M..  163 
Eealej  .  Margaret  1...  isi 
Mahooey,  Margaret  F.,  50,  291 
Mullen,  Eleanor  M.,  231 
Preston,  Marj  E„  163 
Sewell,  Mary  B„  10 

Smith,  Irene  T.,    IIS 


Pensions  or  Retirement  Allowances 
order  n  Increase  of  20  per  cent  in  certain  cases,    430,  457 
old  and  new  pension  systems:  information  for  employees  as  to  com- 
parative values,  456,  172 

Perambulation  of  Boundary  Lines,  etc. 

designation  of  Council  members  to  perambulate  boundary  lines,  477; 
report  of  committee  (City  Document  No.  58),  524 

Peter  Pan  Bus  Lines 

notice  of  hearing  to  be  held  before  Department  of  Public  Utilities,  231 

Pinball  A\achines 
statement  by  Coun.  Kinsella,  550 

Police  Department 

acceptance  of  Chapter  179  re  repeal  of  provisions  deferring  granting 

of  one  day  off  in  six,  226,  228 
acceptance  of   Chapter  219,   Acts   of    1946,  re  increase   of   certain 

annuities  to  widows  of  policemen,  280 
air  service  police  patrol:  order  requesting,  571 
appointment:  Petitti,  Lieut.  John  F.,  Keeper  of  the  Lock-Up,  474 
appointments  from  existing  list  for  sergeants:  order  requesting,  525 
assignment  of  motorcycle  police  on  Huntington  ave.,  to  prevent 

speeding:  order  requesting,  113 
Chapter  179,  Acts  of  1946:  order  accepting,  226,  228;  veto  by  Mayor, 

261 
crime  wave:  order  requesting  Commissioner  to  clean  up  crime  wave,  108 
enforcement  of  ordinance  re  cleaning  of  sidewalks  after  snowstorms: 

order  requesting,  56 
increased  salary  for  all  members:  order  requesting,  435 
increase  of  annuity  to  widow  of  Charles  E.  Deininger,  42,  58 
increase  of  certain  pensions:  order  requesting,  630 
increase  to  $1,000  of  annuities  payable  to  widows  of  certain  police- 
men: order  approving  enactment  of  legislation,  58;  increase  to  $1,500, 

order  re,  483 
legislation  proposed  by  Mayor  for  payment  by  state  of  certain  ex- 
penses and  salaries  of  department,  39,  64,  66 
life  insurance  plan  for  policemen:  order  re,  516 
life-saving  equipment  for  police  cruiser  cars,  501 
new  police  boat  for  Charles  River,  West  Roxbury:  order  requesting,  606 
number   of   police   assigned    to  Suffolk  Downs:   order   requesting 

information,  465 
one  day  off  in  six:  order  requesting,  217,  465 
payments  on  death  of  certain  members:  resolve  favoring,  523 
pensions  and  annuities  for  death  of  husband: 

Caples,  Nancy  C,  27 

Cullinane,  .Marie,  99,  320 

Fitzgerald,  Ethel  M.,  593 

Gale,  Gertrude  M.,  163 

Eealey,  William  F.,  481 

Mahoney,  Margaret  F.,  50,  291 

Mullen,  Eleanor  M.,  231 

Preston,  Mary  E.,  163 

Sewell,  Mary  H.,  40 
ith,  Irene  T.,  418 

provision   in   budget  for  increased  payment  for  police  lieutenants: 

order  requesting,  570 
reimbursement  of  employees'  claims: 

Allen,  George  W.,  26,  67 

Amelotte,  Napoleon  K.,  399,  460 

I    (referred  February  19,  1945),  370 

Garnett,  Robert,  171,  291 

Griffin.  John  A.,  418,  460 

Huber,  William  U.,  J6,  67 

WUkening,  Paul,  99,  150 


Police  Department,  Continued 

restoration  of  rank  of  captain  to  John  A.  Dorsey,  103 
retirement  allowances  for  policemen  retired  for  accidental  disa- 
bility, 320 
salary  increase.  House  of  Detention  employees,  594,  608 
sanding  of  ice-laden  sidewalks  by  owners:  requesting  Commissioner 

to  make  arrangements,  59 
six-day  week  for  uniformed  members:  order  requesting,  559 
speculation  in  baseball  tickets:  order  asking  Commissioner  to  pre- 

vont,  302 
stationing  of  traffic  officers  at  Huntington  ave.  and  West  Newton 

st.:  order  requesting,  113 
violation  of  road  travel  by  heavy  trucks  and  buses:  order  re  en- 
forcement of  provisions,  316 

Post-War  Planning,  Committee  on 

members:  Couns.  Chase  (Chairman),  McCormack,  Keenan,  Muchnick, 
Hannon,  28 

Printing,  Committee  on 

members:  Couns.  Keenan  (Chairman),  Sullivan,  Fish,  Hannon,  Russo, 
27 

Printing  Department 
appropriation  of  $36,736.13  from  department  income,  563,  574 
contract  for  indexing  City  Council  minutes,  332 
contract  for  reporting  City  Council  proceedings,  332 

Probation  Officers 

communication  of  Chief  Justice  Keniston  re  schedule  of  compensa- 
tion of  probation  officers,  584 

Public  Buildings  Department 
appointment:  James  E.  Sullivan,  Superintendent,  17 
appropriation  of  $25,000  for  temporary  employees,  48,  60 
Charlestown   municipal  building:  order  requesting  immediate  re- 
pair, 523 
cleaning  of  City  Hall  and  Annex,  28,  47 
clearing  of  sidewalks  fronting  public  buildings  of  ice  and  snow: 

order  requesting,  56 
Columbia  road  municipal  building  gymnasium:  order  requesting 

repairs,  456 
Dorchester  Court  House:  order  requesting  cleaning  and  painting, 

102,  118 
Market  Division:  amendment  to  ordinances,  378,  410,  552; 
Faneuil  Hall  and  Quincy  Market:  lease  of  stalls,  cellars,  etc.,  379, 

410,  588,  610 
municipal    building,    Columbia    rd.,    Dorchester:    occupation  of 

portion  of  building  by  Selective  Service,  362,  391 
municipal  building  for  East  Boston:  order  requesting,  383 
sale  of  property  at  Brookline  and  Longwood  aves.,  343 
transfers   from   other   departmental   appropriations:   from   City 

Planning    Board,    $2,000,    509,    517;    from    Reserve    Fund,    $25,000, 

City  Hall  Annex,  Emergency  Repairs,  548,  561 
transfers  to  other  departmental  appropriations:  County  Building3 

Department,  504,  509,  517 
Tyler  Street  Bathhouse:  order  requesting  alterations,  122 

Public  Celebrations,  Director  of 

non-entertainment  of  representatives  of  English  government: 

order  requesting,  338 

Public  Housing,  Committee  on 

members:    Couns.    Kinsella    (Chairman),    Linehan,    Keenan,    Russo, 

Bayley,  28 
order  establishing  committee  of  five  members  of  Council,  9 
report:  42 

Public  Lands,  Committee  on 

members:  Couns.  Moriarty  (Chairman),  Fish,  McCormack,  Hurley, 

Scannell,  27 
reports:  45,  148,  301,  402,  408,  552,  570,  574 


PUBLIC 
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PUBLIC 


Public  Safety,  Committee  on 

members:    Couns.    Kinsella    (Chairman),    Hannon,    Lane,    Madden, 

Cook,  28 
reports:  58,  125,  516 

Public  Utilities,  Department  of 

notices  of  hearings:  abolition  of  crossing  at  Bird  st.,  401 
notices  of  hearings  on  petitions  of: 

Almeida's  Bus  Service,  440 

Boston  &  Maine  Transportation  Company,  481 

Boston  Consolidated  Gas  Company  for  increase  in  rates,  231,  510 

Boston  Elevated  Railway  Company,  163,  270,  (2)  440,  (2)  568;  for 
operation  of  trackless  trolleys,  40;  for  use  of  portion  of  Washington 
station  lobby  as  restaurant,  51;  use  of  portion  of  Devonshire  street 
entrance  for  storage  rooms,  630;  track  location,  East  Boston,  345, 
418 

Central  Greyhound  Lines,  Inc.,  401 

Dedham  &  Hyde  Park  Gas  Company,  481 

Eastern  Massachusetts  Street  Railway  Company,  497 

Hudson  Bus  Lines,  332 

Lenson,  Nathaniel,  sight-seeing  buses,  332 

New  England  Transportation  Company,  474,  615 

New  York,  New  Haven  &  Hartford  Railroad,  550 

Peter  Pan  Bus  Lines  for  operation  of  buses  between  Springfield  and 
Boston,  231 
Sumner  Tunnel  schedule  of  tolls  for  1947,  615 
Transit  Department,  City  of  Boston,  332 

Public  Welfare,  Committee  on 

members:  Couns.  Sullivan  (Chairman),  Keenan,  Bryan,  Muchnick, 
Coffey,  28 

Public  Welfare  Department 

appointment  of  Overseers: 

Callahan,  John  J.,  Overseer  of  Public  Welfare,  270 
Gookin,  Margaret  J.,  271 
Leonard,  Louis  P.,  271 
Murray,  Patrick  E.,  401 

Board  of  Overseers  organization:  285 

increase  of  25  per  cent  in  dependent  aid:  order  requesting,  626 

legal  and  medical  services  for  certain  persons  injured:  order 
requesting,  481,  562 

loan  of  $2,900,000  to  meet  appropriations  for  Public  Welfare  and 
Soldiers  Benefits,  220;  first  reading  and  passage,  250;  second  reading 
and  passage,  271;  approved  by  State  Emergency  Finance  Board,  299 

medical  aid  to  recipients  of  Old  Age  Assistance:  order  re  interpre- 
tation by  Law  Department  of  recent  legislation,  387 

transfers  within  departmental  appropriations:  Temporary  Home 
$255,  from  Central  Office,  361,  374;  $425,  from  Central  Office,  437 
$90,  from  Central  Office,  579,  586;  $1,300,  from  Central  Office,  592,  608 
Wayfarers'  Lodge,  $1,300,  from  Central  Office,  437,  457;  $700,  from 
Central  Office,  579,  586 

Public  Works  and  Street  Commissioners,  Committee 
on 

members:  Couns.   Sullivan   (Chairman),    Bryan,    Cantwell,    Kinsella, 

Moriarty,  500 
order  re  investigation  of  garbage  and  refuse  contracts,  639 
order  asking  President  of  Council  to  appoint,  454;  report  of  Committee 

on  Rules  recommending  passage  of  order,  492 
report:  525 

Public  Works  Department 

appointments: 

Curley,  Robert  P.,  Commissioner  of  Public  Works,  41;  chairman  of 

Mayor's  Committee  on  Housing,  306 
Dwyer,  Richard  C,  Highway  Division  Engineer,  70 
advertising  for  snow  removal  bids :_  order  requesting,  627 
awarding  of  contracts  under  $1,000,  272 
catch-basins,  Ward  7:  order  requesting  construction,  468,  495 
Chandler's  Pond,  Brighton:  order  re  lighting  for  skating,  540 
cleaning  of  Ward  3  catch-basins  and  sewers,  217,  288,  312,  341 
clearing  of  streets  of  ice  and  snow  and  sanding  same:  order  requesting, 

56 
contracts  for  collection  of  garbage  and  refuse:  order  re  investiga- 
tion, 631 
Day  sq.:  order  re  completion  of  construction,  442,  471 
emergency  repairs  of  streets:  order  requesting,  25,  69 
erection  of  incinerator  on  Albany  st.,  312 


Public  Works  Department,  Continued 
fees  for  collecting  and  transporting  rubbish,  590 
fencing  of  Chelsea  and  Saratoga  sts. :  order  re,  442,  494 
fire  in  Old  Colony  ave.  dump:  order  requesting  extinguishing,  371 
garbage    collection    by    farmers:    order   re   collection   from    certain 

sections,  505 
garbage  collection  in  District  4,  Brighton:  order  re  advertising  for 

bids,  389 
improved  street  lighting: 

Centre  st.,  Ward  19,  from  Eliot  st.  to  Arborway,  504,  528 

Dorchester  ave.  at  Crescent  ave.,  Ward  13,  405 

Green  st.,  from  Washington  to  Centre  sts.,  455,  495 

Hautevale  and  Dale  sts.,  Ward  18,  508 
improvement  of  street  lights  in  Ward  13:  order  requesting,  109 
installation  of  catch-basins  requested  near  2500  Centre  st.,  Ward 

20,  102,  162;  near  19  Wright  rd.,  Ward  20,  102,  163 
loans: 

construction   of   public   ways   or   permanent    pavement,    $1,500,000, 
170    215    237    250 

incine'rctor 'building,  $200,000,  417,  482 

sewer  construction,  $1,000,000,  170,  206,  256 
Marcella  st.  fence:  order  re  replacement  of  broken  and   unsafe  fence, 

154,  186 
mechanical  street  sweepers  for  each   ward:  order  requesting,   25 
Mechanic  St.,    Ward   21:   order  requesting   prompt   construction   by 

contractor,  122,  162 
minimum  water  rate  in  certain  play  areas:  order  requesting,  411 
Monastery    Path    stairway:   order  requesting  installation   of   lights, 

122,  342 
North  Ferry:  lease  to  Federal  Government  of  land  and  docks,  East 

Boston,  438,  457 
pavement  repair  contracts:  order  requesting  Commissioner  to  appear 

and  give  information,  283 
paving  on   Boston   bridges:    order  requesting  installation  of  black 

bituminous  type  pavement,  185 
pedestrian-actuated  traffic  lights  at  Cambridge  and  Windom  sts. 

and  at  junction  of  Lincoln  and  Franklin  sts.,  Ward  22,  31,  62 
Poplar  st.,  Roslindale:    order  re  widening  and  reconstruction  from 

Canterbury  to  Beech  sts.,  84,  98 
refuse  disposal  at  Spectacle  Island:  order  re,  312 
reimbursement  of  employees'  claims: 

Daly,  William  J.,  369,  383 

Dietchman,  Samuel,  420 

Freeman,  George  M.,  50,  215 

Gallagher,  John  F.  (referred  Dec.  31,  1945,  67 

McKinnon,  Parker,  67  (referred  Dec.  31,  1945) 

removal  of  ice  from  Ward  3  streets  immediately:   order  requesting, 

73 
reopening    of    passageway    under    New    Haven    tracks:     order 

requesting,  79 
repair  of  Humboldt  ave.,  Warren  st.  and  Blue  Hill  ave.,  Ward  12, 

22,  69 
repair  of  Midland  st.,  Savin  Hill,  20,  98 
repair  of  sidewalks  on  Bunker  Hill  st.,  between  Hunter  and  Chelsea 

sts.,  Ward  2:   order  requesting,  240,  331 
replacing  of  gas  lamp  by  electric  lights: 

Cliff  St.,  Ward  12,  147 

School  st.  and  School  Street  pi.,  Ward  11,  58,  217 

Sever  and  Haverhill  sts.,  Charlestown,  465,  480 
resignation:   Curley,  Robert  P.,  as  Commissioner,  41 
Rutherford  ave.,  Ward  2:  order  re  restoration  by  Boston  Consolidated 

Gas  Company,  478,  528 
sale  of  gasoline  crane  by  Water  Division,  263,  290 
sale  of  land:    11.61  acres  located  in  town  of  Dedham,  230 
sanding  of  ice-laden  crosswalks:   order  requesting,  59 
sewerage  construction  orders:    certain  streets,  Ward  20,   (2)   168, 

186,  263 
sewer  division  in  Brighton-AIlston  district:   order  requesting,  389 
sewer  division  unit  in  Charlestown :  order  asking  re-establishment,  84 
sewer  yard  force,  East  Boston:   order  asking  increase  in  force,  390 
sidewalk  construction: 

Ward  6:  468,  472 

Ward  7:  386,  415,  468,  472 

Ward  11:  373,  378 

Ward  12:  278,  298,  443 

Ward  18:  478,  495,  570,  590 

Ward  20,  102,  145,  350 
street  cleaning  orders:    cleaning  of  streets  before  Easter,  121,  160; 

cleaning  of  Ward  3  streets,  312,  342 
street  construction  orders: 

Lebanon  and  Oleander  sts.,  Ward  13,  109,  158 

Myles  Standish  rd.,  Ward  20,  169,  187 

Ward  19:  560,  578 

Ward  22:  598 
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Public  Works  Department,  Continued 

street  lighting  orders: 

Ward  12.  468,  480 
Ward  18,  477 
street  resurfacing  orders: 

■Ward  2,  84,  117,  122,  157 
Ward  9,  3S7,  398 
Ward  11,  122,  154,  156,  170 
Ward  12,  22,  443,  471 
Ward  13,  173,  270,  278,  298 
Ward  14,  59,  118 

Ward  18,'  64,'  llf.  117,  145,  (3)  387,  398,  399,  407,  415,  (2)  570,  (2)  590 

Ward  20,'  wKW  ^7,  (2)  118,  145,  (3)  168,  169,  (4)  187,  (3)  226, 
(3)  263,  272,  297,  588 
street  sprinkling  orders:  Ward  3,  147,  186 

StC^e4e^HromeNew  York,   New  Haven   &   Hartford  Railroad 
brfdge  to  Dedham  line,  407,  495 

Tremont  St.,  from  Park  to  Boylston  sts.,  333 

Washington  St.,  Forest  Hills,  329,  341 
"strike"  of  Sanitary  Department  employees  in  North  End:   order 

re  investigation,  223,  228 
Sumner  Tunnel: 

appropriation  of  830,100  for  repairs,  380,  391 

hearin"  before  Public  Utilities  Department  on  schedule  of  tolls  tor 
1947,  615 
survey  of  lighting  facilities  in  Mattapan,  Hyde  Park  and  Readville,  31 
time  of  starting  ash  and  garbage  collections  in  Back  Bay,  572 
traffic  hazard  at  Seaver  st.  and  Walnut  ave.,  Roxbury:    order 

asking  commissioner  to  correct  poor  lighting  facilities,  91,  loZ 
transfers  between  departmental  appropriations: 

Collecting  Department,  Water  Division,  $2,500,  from  Water  Income, 

GrtntteAvenue  Bridge,  $750,  to  Charlestown  District  Court  593,  608 
Hospital  Department,  $75,000,  from  Snow  Removal,  592,  608 
Snow  Removal,  $75,000,  to  Penal  Institutions  Department,  House  of 
Correction,  Special  Improvements  and  Repairs,  389,  391 

transfer  of  land:   Belle  ave.  land  from  Real  Estate  Commissioners  for 
use  as  city  dump,  277,  290 

Washington   street:     order  requesting   speedy   construction  between 
Gallivan  Boulevard  and  Fuller  st.  by  Baker  &  Co.,  106,  117 

Water  Service:    appropriation  from  income  of  $238,050  for  relaying 
mains  and  repair  of  water  meters,  379,  410 

Public  Works,  Massachusetts  Department  of 
first-aid  station  at  Logan  Airport:   order  requesting,  402 
notice  of  changes  in  location  of  William  F.  McClellan  Highway,  369 
return  of  East  Boston  bathing  beach  by  state:   order  asking  time, 

383 
White  Way  extension  on  Huntington  ave.:   order  requesting,  587 

Quarles,  John  R. 

sale  of  land  and  buildings  (old  fire  station,  Ladder  17,  Harrison  ave.) 
by  city,  148,  183 

Randidge  Trust  Fund 

bequest  by  William  H.  Ryan,  529,  541 

Rapid  Transit  Facilities  in  East  Boston 
order  re  acceptance  of  Chapter  494  of  Acts  of  1946,  339,  356 

Real  Estate  Commissioners,  Board  of 

appointments:  Lewis,  Irving,  70,  270;  member  of  Mayor's  Committee 

on  Housing,  306 
designation  of  Irving  Lewis  as  chairman  of  Board,  70 
resignation:  Lally,  Eugene  F.,  chairman  of  board,  70 
sale  of  land  at  Sumner  and  Orleans  sts.,  East  Boston,  156 
survey  of  cage-type  garages:   order  requesting,  576 
transfer  of  land: 

Belle  ave.  land  to  Public  Works  Department  for  use  as  city  dump, 

277, 290 
land  on  Charter  and  Hanover  sts.  to  Fire  Department  for  new 

fire  house:    199,  274,  277,  290 
Gallivan  Boulevard  and  Washington  St.,  Dorchester,  to  Park 

Department,  281,  472,  478 
land  on  Harrison  ave.  to  Fire  Department,  304,  561 


Refuse 
report  of  Finance  Commission  re  collection  and  disposal  of  refuse,  307 

Register  of  Deeds 
approval  of  bond  of  John  J.  Mahoney,  51,  630 
election  of  Leo  J.  Sullivan  as  Register  of  Deeds,  567 

Registry  Department 

appointment:  Michael  J.  Manning,   Registrar,   17;  Acting  Election 

Commissioner,  332 
communication  from  Thomas  F.  McCready  re  removal  as  Registrar, 

19 
establishment  of  service  charge  for  lists  compiled  for  commercial 

purposes,  344;    ordinance  passed,  410 
publication  in  newspapers  of  applications  for  marriage  licenses,  443 
removal:   Thomas  F.  McCready,  Registrar,  17 

repeal  of  Chapter  4  of  Ordinances  of  1946  re  Registry  Department,  421 
use  of  banknote  paper  and  distinctive  ink  in  records  issued:  order 

requesting,  322 

Registry  of  Deeds 

approval  of  bonds: 

Levenson,  Jacob  N.,  Chief  Clerk,  51 

Mahoney,  John  J.,  Second  Assistant  Register,  51 

Relief  Recipients 

additional  increase  to  recipients  of  Old  Age,  Mothers'  Aid,  Soldiers' 
Relief  and  Welfare:   order  requesting,  329 

Removals 

Carroll,  Edward  C,  Principal  Assessor,  27 

Hyde,  Clarence  E.,  Transit  Commissioner,  17 

King,  James  E.,  Chairman  of  Statistics  Department,  17 

McCready,  Thomas  F.,  Registrar  of  Births,  Deaths  and  Marriages,  17 

Sullivan,  Arthur  V.,  Principal  Assessor,  27 

Rent  Ceiling 

order  re  rent  ceiling  on  commercial  property,  329 

Reserve  Fund 

transfers  to  other  departmental  appropriations: 

Boston  Retirement  Board,  $10,000,  591,  608;  Licensing  Board, 
$870,  53,  565,  574;  Public  Buildings  Department,  City  Hall  Annex, 
Emergency  Repairs,  $25,000,  548,  561;  State-Boston  Retirement 
System,  $10,000,  399,  404;  Treasury  Department,  Expenses  of 
Bond  Issues,  $2,962.13,  400,  404 


Resignations 

Agnew,  James  E.,  Corporation  Counsel,  17 

Bailey,  Frederick  J.,  Health  Commissioner,  381 

Blue,  James  L.,  constable,  531 

Cameron,  Archibald  B.,  Veterans'  Grave  Registration  Officer,  17 

Carroll,  John  H.,  Deputy  Penal  Institutions  Commissioner,  41 

Casey,  Richard  L.,  member  of  Board  of  Street  Commissioners,  418 

Chapman,  John  J.,  Principal  Assessor,  27 

Costello,  Lawrence  U.,  Chairman  of  Board  of  Statistics,  615 

Curley,  Robert  P.,  Commissioner  of  Public  Works,  41 

Dazzi,  Andrew  J.,  chairman  of  Commission  of  School  Buildings,  40 

Donoghue,  John  A.,  Street  Commissioner,  17 

Dowd,  Thomas  A.,  Transit  Commissioner,  17 

Dreyfus,  Carl,  Trustee  of  City  Hospital,  70 

Drummey,  William  W.,  Transit  Commissioner,  17 

Fitzgerald,  John  I.,  Fire  Commissioner,  17 

Granara,  J.  Ralph,  Superintendent  of  Graves'  Registration,  338 

Hannigan,  John  E.,  Sinking  Funds  Commissioner,  530 

Higgins,  William  F.,  Street  Commissioner,  17 

Hurley,  William  E.,  City  Collector,  17 

Lally,  Eugene  F.,  chairman  of  Board  of  Real  Estate  Commissioners, 

70 
Langone,  Joseph  A.,  Jr.,  Election  Commissioner,  332 
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Resignations,  Continued 

Macdonald,   Helen   A.,   Deputy  Commissioner,  Institutions  Depart- 
ment, 27 
Marrow;  Thomas,  constable,  474 
McLaughlin,  Edward  F.,  Street  Commissioner,  17 
Morrissey,  William  F.,  chairman  of  Board  of  Assessors,  50 
Muchnick,  Isadore  H.  Y.,  resignation  from  Committee  on  Constables, 

92 
Selvitella,  Henry,  Penal  Institutions  Commissioner,  17 
Thornton,  Charles  E.,  Superintendent  of  Supplies,  17 


Retirement  Board 

E.  C.  A.  of  $200  to  pensioned  city  employees  receiving  less  than  $900 

yearly:  order  requesting,  405 
establishment  of  State-Boston  Retirement  System,  399,  404 
increased  minimum  retirement  benefits:  order  requesting,  278,  297, 

458 
transfer  of  $10,000  from  Reserve  Fund  for  State-Boston  Retirement 

System,  591 


Retirement  of  Elected  Officers  in  Suffolk  County 

resolve  favoring  enactment  of  legislation,  42,  58 

Retirement  System  for  Employees 

acceptance  of  Chapter  658,  Acts  of  1945,  318;  320;  communication 
from  Department  of  Banking  and  Insurance  enclosing  copy  of  cer- 
tificate issued  to  Mayor  establishing  contributory  retirement  system, 
345 

old  and  new  pension  systems:  information  for  employees  as  to  com- 
parative values,  456,  472 


Retirements 
East  Boston  District  Court:  Kelliher,  Dennis  J.,  163,  172,  184 
Penal  Institutions  Department:  Cronin,  Frederick  J.,  184;  Donahue, 

Daniel  E.,  345,  355;  Kineavey,  Thomas  Francis,  119,  172;  Londrigan, 

John,  319,  320;  Maree,  Bartholomew  J.,  285,  291;  O'Brien,  John  J., 

231,  250;  Robertson,  John,  119,  172 
resolve  favoring  enactment  of  legislation  re  retirement  allowances  for 

accidental  disability  or  death,  102 


Ricci,  Francis 

acceptance  of  Chapter  556  of  Acts  of  1946  authorizing  payment  to 

parents,  408,  410 
order  for  payment  to  parents,  408,  410 
resolve  favoring  enactment  of  legislation  enabling  city  to  pay  parents 

of  Francis  Ricci,  84,  101 


Right   Reverend  Chor=Bishop  Stephen  El=Donaihy 
invocation  at  inaugural  of  Mayor  Curley,  1 

Roping  Contract  for  1946 
information  asked  by  Coun.  Coffey,  28 

I   Roxbury  Day  Celebration 

communication  from  Roxbury  Day  Celebration  Committee,  500 


I   Rules,  Committee  on 

members:    Couns.    Lane    (Chairman),    Chase,    Muchnick,    Linehan, 

Carey,  27 
reports:  52,  78,  111,  144,  299,  482 


Rules  for  1946=1947 

report  of  Committee  on  Rules,  52 


Russo,  Joseph,  Councilor,    Ward  3 

ward  area:  Boston  proper 

oath  of  office:  1 

committee  appointments:  Building  Code,  Executive,  Inspection  of 
Prisons  (Chairman),  Parkman  Fund,  Printing,  Public  Housing,  Vot- 
ing Machines,  27 

committee  reports:  Parkman  Fund,  167,  300 

doubting  of  vote:  13,  134,  180,  251,  314,  427 

improvement:  Medford  st.,  Ward  2,  84  (for  Coun.  Kinsella) 

orders: 

alterations  in  Tyler  st.  bathhouse,  122 

appeal  to   Alcoholic  Beverage   Commission  from   decisions   of   local 

licensing  authorities,  60 
application  of  Pan-American  Airways,  Inc.,  552  (with  Coun.  Bayley) 
awarding  of  contracts  under  $1,000  by  Public  Works  Department,  272 
bids  for  bathhouse  and  solarium,  Charles  River  Esplanade,  101,  164 
bids  for  Ward  3  improvements,  501 
bocci  alleys  in  North  End  park  and  playground,  185 
bus  service  from  Charles  st.  to  Bowdoin  sq.,  between  10  a.  m.  and  4 

p.  m.,  121 
bus  service  to  cemeteries  on  Memorial  Day,  317 
cleaning  of  Ward  3  catch-basins  and  sewers,  217,  312 
clearing  of  sidewalks  fronting  public  buildings  of  ice  and  snow,  56 
clearing  of  streets  of  ice  and  snow,  and  sanding,  56 
committee  to  investigate  issuance  of  liquor  licenses  for  Sunday,  60 
construction  of  low-cost  housing  in  Ward  3  by  insurance  companies 

and  banks,  223 
continuation  of  Child  Care  Centers,  43  (with  Couns.  Linehan,  Sullivan, 

Kinsella,  Coffey,  Cook,  Kelly) 
continuance  of  Victory  Garden  program,  84  (with  Couns.  Chase  and 

Bayley) 
counting  of  ballots  for  Coun.  Russo,  334 

enforcement  of  ordinance  re  cleaning  sidewalks  after  snowstorms,  56 
immediate  installation  of  lights  at  certain  Ward  3  intersections,  185 
installation  of  traffic  lights,  Ward  3,  20,  467 
investigation  of  cause  of  strike  demonstration  at  Michelangelo  School, 

148 
lease  of  Peabody  School  to  Post,  636 

leasing  of  privately-owned  buildings  for  use  by  veterans'  posts,  552 
legislation  for  licensing  individual  pinball  machines,  154 
lifeguards  at  Charles  River  beach  and  North  End  Park,  147 
Lynde  st.  as  play  area,  371 
Michelangelo  School  repairs,  217 

naming  of  intersection  for  George  and  Sheffie  Abraham,  408 
naming  of  intersection  in  memory  of  Michael  Abraham,  408 
naming  of  intersection  in  memory  of  Samuel  Naser,  408 
new  firehouse  on  Charter  and  Hanover  sts.,  199 
North  Bennet  st.  bathhouse,  31,  84,  299,  347,  539- 
overriding  of  Mayor's  veto  by  two-thirds  vote,  9 
publication  in  newspapers  of  applicants  for  marriage  licenses,  443 
removal  of  ice  from  Ward  3  streets,  73 

requested  appearance  of  Corporation  Counsel  before  legislative  com- 
mittee, 274 
requested  appropriation  for  emergency  veterans'  housing,  315 
revocation  of  licenses  for  Sunday  sale  of  liquor,  56 
roping  off  streets  for  school  cadet  parade,  300  (with  Couns.  Bayley 

and  Chase) 
sewer  division  unit  in  Charlestown,  84  (for  Coun.  Kinsella) 
sprinkling  of  Ward  3  streets,  147 

"strike"  of  Sanitary  Department  employees  in  North  End,  223 
transfer  of  Hanover  st.  property  to  Fire  Department,  274 
veterans'  housing  and  survey,  412  (with  Couns.  Linehan  and  Kinsella) 
voicing  of  objections  by  candidates  for  office,  303 

point  of  information:  7,  94,  165,  237,  252,  347,  401,  410,  479 

point  of  order:  77,  125,  451,  479 

point  of  parliamentary  inquiry:  314 

remarks: 

action  on  permits  for  Sunday  bowling,  544 

appeal   to   Alcoholic   Beverage   Commission   from   decision    of   local 

licensing  authorities,  61 
application  of  Pan-American  Airways,  Inc.,  552 
appointment  of  James  Amato  as  constable,  311,  328,  334 
appointment  of  John  J.  Coleman  to  Boston  Housing  Authority,  29 
appropriation  of  $80,000  for  purchase  of  boat  for  Institutions  De- 
partment, 177 
appropriation  of  $200,000  for  Fire  Department  boats,  427 
appropriation  of  $10,000,000  for  veterans'  housing,  463 
awarding  of  contracts  under  $1,000  by  Public  Works  Department,  272 
bids  for  bathhouse  and  solarium,  Charles  River  Esplanade,  101 
bids  for  Ward  3  improvements,  501 
bocci  alleys  in  North  End  park  and  playground,  185 
Boston  Railroad  Holding  Company,  292 
budget  for  1946,  132 
bus  service  between  Charles  st.  and  Bowdoin  sq.,  between  10  a.  m. 

and  4  p.  m.,  121 
bus  service  to  cemeteries  on  Memorial  Day,  317 
cleaning  of  South  Boston  beaches,  386 
cleaning  of  streets  and  sidewalks  of  snow  and  ice,  56 
cleaning  of  Ward  3  catch-basins  and  sewers,  217,  312 
cleaning  of  streets  before  Easter,  161 
committee  to  investigate  issuance   of  licenses  for  Sunday  sale   of 

liquors,  60 
confirmation  of  constables,  74 
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Russo,  Joseph.  Councilor.  Ward  3,  Continued 

remarks: 

construction  of  low-coat  housing  in  Ward  a  by  insurance  companies 

and  banks,  223 
continuance  of  \  iotorj  Garden  program,  84 
conversion  of  Camp  McKay  as  veterans'  housing  project,  265 
counting  of  ballots  for  Coun.  Russo,  384 
erection  of  incinerator,  814 

extension  of  rapid  transit  facilities  in  Bast  Boston,  358 
Port  Hill  Observatorj  improvements,  281 
garage  under  Boston  Common,  so,  93 
gifts  to  recipients  of  Congressional  Modal  of  Honor,  3I10 
increased  annuities  to  certain  widows,  43 
increased  staff  and  hotter  conditions  for  election  workers,  534 
information  re  constables  appointed.   110 
installation  of  traffic  lights,  Ward  3,  20,  185,  408 
investigation    of     cause    of    strike    demonstration    at     Michelangelo 

Si  hool,  148 
investigation  of  food  situation  in  Boston,  320 
lease  bj  ciiv  of  privately-owned  buildings  for  use  by  veterans'  posts, 

561  ~ 
lease  of  Peabody  School  to  Post,  G3G 
legislation  re  payment  of  annuity  to  holder  of  Congressional  Medal  of 

"Honor,  322 
licensing  of  pinball  machines,  154 
loan  for  off-street  parking,  393,  433,  480,  005 
loan  for  veterans'  housing,  340 
loan  of  $1,000,000  for  Sewerage  Works,  257 
loan  of  SI. 500,000  for  Departmental  Equipment,  252 
Lvnde  st.  as  play  area,  371 
Michelangelo  School  repairs.  217 
new  firehouse  on  Charter  and  Hanover  sts.,  199 
non-entertainment  of  representatives  of  English  government,  338 
North  Bonnet  Street  Bathhouse,  31,  299,  347,  539 
opinion  of  Corporation  Counsel  re  Council's  right  to  obtain  certain 

information  from  Mayor,  234 
ordinance  establishing  Veterans'  Rehabilitation  Division,  32 
ordinance  re  salaries  of  department  heads,  members  of  boards,  etc.,  639 
over-riding  of  Mayor's  veto  by  two-thirds  vote  of  Council,  9 
passage  of  House  "Bill  1151,  245     ,  .,      ,        .„. 

persons  invited  to  appear  concerning  off-street  parking  loan,  390 
petition  of  Eastern  Massachusetts  Street  Railway  Company,  453 
postponement  of  confirmation  of  constables,  347 
powers  of  City  Council  to  obtain  certain  information,  293 
publication  in  newspapers  of  applicants  for  marriage  licenses,  443 
re-establishment  of  five-cent  fare  zones,  590 
removal  of  ice  from  Ward  3  streets,  73 

replacement  of  constables,  402  , 

requested    appearance    of    Corporation    Counsel    before    legislative 

committee,  274 
requested  appropriation  of  $500,000  for  emergency  veterans   housing, 

315 
revocation  of  licenses  for  Sunday  sale  of  liquor,  56 
sale  of  fire  station  17,  Harrison  ave.,  land  and  building,  148,  183 
sale  of  land  at  Commercial  and  Battery  sts.,  609 
six-day  week  for  uniformed  members  of  Police  Department,  560 
sprinkling  of  Ward  3  streets  during  summer  months,  148 
"strike"  of  Sanitary  Department  employees  in  North  End,  223 
supplementary  budget  of  $940,189.59,  324 
survey  and  razing  of  unsafe  buildings,  227 
Sutclfffe  Transportation  Company  bus  petition,  007 
taxes  to  ease  real  estate  taxation,  1 68 
transfer  of  land  to  Fire  Department,  284 
Tyler  Street  Bathhouse,  122 
veterans'  housing,  413 
visit  to  Long  Island,  637 

voicing  of  objections  by  candidates  for  office,  303 
voting  machines  in  all  polling  places  of  city,  354 

resolves i 

congratulations  to  Chief  Justice  Higgins,  59  (with  Coun.  Hannon) 
construction  of  garage  under  Boston  Common,  86 
favoring  legislation  authorizing  construction  of  garage  under  Common, 
93  (withdrawn) 

Ryan,  William  H. 

bequest  to  Randidge  Trust  Fund,  529,  541 

Sales 

Fire  Department,  fireboat  "John  P.  Dowd,"  459,  517 
Public  Works  Department:  gasoline  crane  at  public  auction,  204,  290 
Transit  Department:  642  kegs  of  nails  to  John  J.  Brennan  &  Sons, 
188:  order  for  sale  withdrawn,  288 

Sales  of  City  Property 
appropriations  from  account: 

Fire   Department:   boat-   (100,000,   360,   371;   $200,000,   417,   424; 

new  buildings,  1450,000,  379,  410 
Hospital  Department:    $75,000    for    construction    of    addition    to 
X-Ray  Department,  oi ),  627 


Sales  of  Land 

at  Brookline  and  Longwood  aves.,  343,  402,  420 

Commonwealth   and   Chestnut  Hill  aves.,   Cleveland   Circle,   171,   408, 

424,   530,   570;   offer  of  purchase   from   Exchange   Realty   Co.,   594; 

offer  of  purchase  from  New  England  Land  Co.,  594;  report  of  Finance 

Commission,  015,  627,  639 
discontinued  part  of  land  on  Cambridge  st.  to  John  D.  MacDonahl 

(order  referred  December  3,  1945),  45,  04,  73 
tire    station     17,    Harrison     ave.,    land    and    building    (referred    De- 
cember 17,  1945),  to  John  R.  Quarles,  148,  183 
old  police  station  on  Commercial  St.,  between  Battery  st.  and  Salutation 

St.,  380,  574,  600 
River  and  Milton  sts.  in  town  of  Dedham  (11.01  acres),  230,  574,  609 
Sumner  and  Orleans  sts.,  East  Boston,  156 
Veterans  of  Foreign  Wars  Parkway,  West  Roxbury,  to  John  Hancock 

Mutual  Life  Insurance  Company,  508,  552,  574 
West  Broadway,  C  and  Athens  sts.,  South  Boston,  529 


Sales  of  Public  Lands 

order  re  sales  at  public  auction,  574 
report  of  Finance  Commission,  568 


Savings  Bond  Allotment  Plan 
appropriation  of  $25,000  for  expenses,  16,  25 


Scannell,  Joseph  M.,  Councilor,  Ward  6 
ward  area:  South  Boston,  north 
oath  of  office;:  1 

appeal  from  ruling  of  the  Chair:  258 
committee  appointments: 

Claims,   Executive,   Finance,   Hospitals,   Licenses    (Chairman),  Ordi- 
nances, Public  Lands,  27 
committee  reports: 

Licenses,  154,  215,  224,  301,  333,  394,  421,  448,  455,  460,  465,  477, 
492,  512,  518,  524,  527,  540,  560,  569,  574,  587,  609,  617,  026,  030 
doubting  of  vote:  125 

improvements:  East  Sixth  st.,  468  (with  Coun.  Linehan) 
orders: 

annuity  to  holder  of  Congressional  Medal  of  Honor,  321  (with  Coun. 

Hannon) 
cleaning  of  all  South  Boston  parks  and  beaches,  310 
cleaning  of  South  Boston  beaches,  384  (with  Coun.  Linehan) 
collection  of  taxes  from  New  Y  ork,  New  Haven  &  Hartford  Railroad, 

310 
gift  to  Charles  McGillivary,  330 
improvement   of   certain  school   property,   Ward   7,   435   (for   Coun. 

Linehan) 
increased  salaries  for  City  Hospital  employees,  478 
increased  salaries  for  City  Hospital  nurses,  626  (with  Couns.  Linehan 

and  Hurley) 
increasing  nursing  staff  and  salaries  of  hospital  employees,  501 
Independence  Park  improvements,  601 

information  re  headquarters  of  Chief  of  Fire  Department,  626 
lease  of  Simonds  School  to  McDonough  Post,  333 
life-saving  equipment  for  police  cruiser  cars,  501 
Marine  Park  summer  concerts,  278  (with  Coun.  Linehan) 
memorial  to  South  Boston  World  Wars  I  and  II  veterans,  606  (with 

Coun.  Linehan) 
naming  of  Marine  Park  Bandstand  in  honor  of  South  Boston  veterans, 

278  (with  Coun.  Linehan) 
new  type  covering  on  wooden  bridges,  435  (for  Coun.  Linehan) 
meat  supply,  450 
payment  to  widows  of  Patrick  J.  Cady  and  Warren  E.  Barnard,  512 

(with  Coun.  Madden) 
prefabricated  houses  for  veterans,  283  (with  Coun.  Linehan) 
probe  of  airplane  crashes,  106 

rafts  at  City  Point  public  landing,  492  (with  Coun.  Linehan) 
repairs  of  Old  Head  House  Pier,  435  (for  Coun.  Linehan) 
taxes  due  city  from  New  York,  New  Haven  &  Hartford  Railroad,  421 
testimonial  dinner  in  honor  of  Sergt.  Charles  MacGillivary,  300  (with 

Coun.  Linehan) 
voting  machines  in  all  polling  places  of  city,  353  (with  Coun.  Bayley) 
widening  of  Tremont  st.,  333 
ordinances: 

hours  of  duty  of  firemen,   63   (with  Couns.   Cook,   Chase,   Hannon, 

Cantwell,  Kelly,  Bryan,  Madden) 
repeal  of  Chapter  4,  Ordinances  of  1946,  re  Registry  Department,  421 
taking  of  shellfish,  ill 
point  of  information:  167,  256 
point  of  order:  313,  336,  422 
point  of  parliamentary  inquiry:  433 
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Scannell,  Joseph  M.,  Councilor,  Ward  6,  Continued 

remarks: 

acceptance  of  act  permitting  bowling  on  the  Lord's  Day,  518 
action  on  permits  for  Sunday  bowling,  544 
application  of  Pan-American  Airways,  Inc.,  556 

appropriation  of  $80,000  for   purchase  of  boat  for  Institutions  De- 
partment, 153,  181 
appropriation  of  $200,000  for  Fire  Department  boats,  425 
Boston  Railroad  Holding  Company,  291,  299 
Boston  Waterways,  Inc.,  petition,  569 
budget  for  1946:  136 
cleaning  of  South  Boston  beaches,  385 
collection  of  taxes  from  New  York,  New  Haven  &  Hartford  Railroad, 

310 
conversion  of  Camp  McKay  as  veterans'  housing  project,  266 
extension  of  rapid  transit  facilities  in  East  Boston,  356 
gift  to  Charles  McGillivary,  330 
hearings  on  petitions  for  driveway  openings,  514 
increased  salaries  for  City  Hospital  employees,  478 
increased  staff  and  better  conditions  for  election  workers,  534 
increasing  nursing  staff  and  salaries  of  hospital  employees,  501 
information  re  headquarters  of  Chief  of  Fire  Department,  626 
investigation  of  number  of  employees  in  Mayor's  office,  330 
legislation  re  payment  of  annuity  to  holder  of  Congressional  Medal 

of  Honor,  322 
life-saving  equipment  for  police  cruiser  cars,  501 
loan  for  off-street  parking,  431,  479,  490,  573,  605 
loan  of  $1,500,000  for  purchase  of  departmental  equipment,  211,  254 
market  district  rentals,  610 
meat  supply,  450 

meeting  of  Committee  on  Ordinances  re  shellfish  ordinance,  116 
motion  to  adjourn,  7 
motion  to  go  into  executive  session,  469 
objection  to  adjournment  for  two  weeks,  434 
objection  to  recess,  454 
purchase  of  fireboat,  374 

ordinance,  establishing  Veterans'  Rehabilitation  Division,  36 
ordinance  on  taking  of  shellfish,  100 
ordinance  re  salaries  of  department  heads,  620,  637 
parking  on  Commonwealth  ave.  reservation,  601 
passage  of  H.  B.  1151,  247 

permits  of  New  England  Transportation  Company,  616 
petition  of  Eastern  Massachusetts  Street  Railway  Company,  449 
plans  for  March  17th,  116 
probe  of  airplane  crashes,  106 
re-establishment  of  five-cent  fare  zones,  595 
reference  of  petitions  for  Sunday  bowling  to  Executive  Committee, 

561 
repeal  of  Chapter  4,  Ordinances  of  1946,  re  Registry  Department,  421 
restoration  of  police  rank  to  John  A.  Dorsey,  103 
the  next  meeting,  404 
veterans'  housing  program,  619 
voting  machines  in  all  polling  places  of  city,  353 
widening  of  Tremont  st.,  333 
resolves: 

approval  of   H.   B.   507  re  dissolution  of  Boston  Railroad   Holding 

Company,  291 
making  of  "Great  Family  Tradition"  a  campaign  issue,  525   (with 

Couns.  Hurley,  Muchnick,  Cook,  Kinsella  and  Hannon) 
regret  at  death  of  Most  Reverend  Louis  F.  Kelleher,  D.  D.,  576 
treatment  of  Irish  Republican  prisoners,  301 


School  Buildings  Department 

appointment: 

Tobin,  Arthur  M.,  member  of  Board,  41 
appointment  of  deputy  superintendents: 

Curley,  Peter  M.,  319 

Hern,  Joseph  L.,  319 

O'Flaherty,  Edward  M.,  319 
Fairmount  School  renovation :  order  requesting,  73,  229 
inspection  of  Michelangelo  School  to  determine  necessary  repairs: 

order  requesting,  217 
notice  of  organization  of  board,  51 
preservation    of    Butler    School,    Ward    18,    as    memorial:    order 

requesting,  371 
resignation  of  Andrew  J.  Dazzi  as  chairman  of  commission,  40 
transfer    of    Humphreys    School   land    to    Park    Department:    order 

requesting,  571 


School  Committee 

appropriation:  legislation  re  unanimous  vote  to  pass  over  Mayor's 
veto,  39,  64 

conversion  of  Cashman  School,  East  Boston,  into  boys'  and  girls' 
club:  order  requesting,  86 

court  action  against  parents  of  truant  children:  order  re  dis- 
continuance, 41;  thanks  of  Council  for  prompt  action,  59,  62 

election  of  Robert  A.  MacLellan  as  Commissioner  of  School  Buildings, 
630 

extended  use  of  local  school  buildings:  order  requesting,  466 


School  Committee,  Continued 
Fairmount  School  renovation,  73,  229 

Humphreys  School  site:  order  requesting  construction  of  park  and 
mothers'  rest,  456 

lease  of  Peabody  School  to  Post:  order  authorizing,  636 
leasing  of  schoolhouses  to  Posts: 

Cottage  Place  School,  Roxbury,  345,  350 

Cudworth  School,  East  Boston,  440,  442 

Elizabeth  Peabody  School,  496 

Hull  School,  Quincy  st.,  Roxbury,  50,  58 

Louis  Prang  School,  Bartlett  st.,  Roxbury,  345,  350 

Simonds  School,  Broadway,  South  Boston,  332,  333 
oath  of  office  administered  to  Patrick  J.  Foley  and  Michael  J.  Ward,  1 
observance  of  Jewish   High   Holidays  by  Jewish  teachers  without 

loss  of  pay:  order  requesting,  173 
reconstruction   of  Richard   C.   Humphreys  School,   order  asking 

that  immediate  plans  be  made  to  reconstruct  or  replace,  163 
reimbursement  of  employees'  claims:  Gould,  Joseph  F.,  50,  215 
school  gymnasia:  order  re  evening  use  by  public,  504 
schoolyards  as  supervised  play  areas:  order  requesting,  442 
service  charge  to  veterans  attending  High  School  of  Commerce:  order 

re  abolition,  440 
strike  demonstration  at  Michelangelo  School:    order   asking   in- 
vestigation, 148 
sweaters  for  school  athletic  teams:  order  requesting  appropriation, 

504 
use   of   abandoned    Charlestown    schoolhouse   by   veterans   with 

families:  order  re,  301,  441 
Ward  7  school  property:  order  requesting  improvement  of  property 

at  Summer,  Willis  and  Bakersfield  sts.,  435 
White   Fuel   Corporation:   order   requesting   Mayor  not  to  approve 

contract,  346 

Schoolhouses  Leased  to  Posts 

Cottage  Place  School,  Roxbury,  345,  350 

Cudworth  School,  East  Boston,  440,  442 

Elizabeth  Peabody  School,  Poplar  St.,  497 

Hull  School,  Quincy  St.,  Roxbury,  50,  58 

Louis  Prang  School,  Bartlett  St.,  Roxbury,  345,  350 

Simonds  School,  Broadway,  South  Boston,  332,  333 

Secretary  of  State 

counting  of  ballots  for  Coun.  Russo:  order  re,  334;  reply  from  Secre- 
tary of  State,  345 

Service  Men 
computation  of  annual  income,  19 
photostatic  copies  of  discharge  papers,  20 

resolve  opposing  further  conscription  for  United  States  service,  22 
return  without  further  delay:  resolve  requesting,  22 

Sewerage  Easement 

easement  granted  city  by  United  States  Government  over  land  in 
South  Boston,  360 

Shellfish 

communication  from  Newburyport  City  Council  re  use  of  purification 

plant,  101 
opinion  requested  from  Law  Department  re  licenses  issued  by  Council 

for  taking  of  shellfish,  67;  opinion  of  Law  Department,  96,  100 
ordinance  regulating  digging  and  taking  of  shellfish,  111,  114 

Shief,  Leo 

petition  for  bus  route  from  Park  sq.  to  Mattapan  sq.,  408 

Sinking  Fund  Commissioners 

appointments: 

Carolan,  William  B.,  319 

Spinoza,  Benjamin,  530 
estimate  of  borrowing  capacity  of  city  within  debt  limit  for  1946,  70 
resignation:  Hannigan,  John  E.,  530 

Soldiers'  Benefits 

loan  of  $2,900,000  to  meet  appropriations  for  Public  Welfare  and  Sol- 
diers' Benefits,  220;  first  reading  and  passage,  250;  second  reading  and 
passage,  270;  approval  by  State  Emergency  Finance  Board,  299 
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Soldiers'   Relief  Department 

appointment:  David  J.  Briokley  as  Commissioner,  17;  member  of 
Committee  Memorialising  Veterans,  97.  230;  Acting  Superintendent 
of  Graves  Registration,  3  18 

appropriation  of  S23.874.19  for  Veterans'  Rehabilitation  Division,  18, 
80;  increase  of  112,821.98,  107 

Communication  from  Commissioner  of  Soldiers'  Relief  re  recording  of 

veterans'  discharges  and  temporary  custodj  by  City  Clerl;,  580 
establishment  of  Veterans'  Rehabilitation  Division,  26,  32 
orders  for  payments:  Februar)  .  64;  March,  147;  April,  230;  June,  346 

Somerset  Hotel,  Inc. 

acceptance  of  Chapter  315.  Acts  of  104(1,  authorizing  refund  for  alco- 
holic beverages  License  fee,  373,  374 

refunding  of  license  fee:  resolution  favoring  enactment  of  legislation, 
58,  04 


Stadium 
order  r«  municipal  stadium  on  Ryan  Playground,  Charlestown,  220 

State  Board  of  Housing 

letter  from  Philip  Nichols  re  veterans'  housing,  460,  594 
notice  of  public  hearing  on  veterans'  housing,  509,  580 

State=Boston  Retirement  System 

appointment:  Wilfred  J.  Doyle,  399;  confirmed,  411 

appropriation  of  S10.000  for  Expense  Fund,  from  Reserve  Fund,  399, 

404 
transfer  of  $10,000  from  Reserve  Fund,  591,  608 

State  Election 

order  re.  election  on  November  5,  497 

State  Racing  Commission 
employment  of  veterans  at  race  tracks:  order  re,  402 

Stationary  Firemen's  Union 

conference  between  Housing  Authority  and  representatives  of  union: 
order  requesting,  195 

Statistics  Department 

appointments:  ' 

Costello,  Lawrence  W.,  chairman  of  department,  271 
Campbell,  William  J.,  member  of  Board  of  Trustees,  630 

appropriation:  City  Record,  S5.400,  from  City  Record  revenue,  613, 
627 

designation  of  William  J.  Campbell  as  chairman  of  Board  of  Trustees, 
630 

printing  of  Municipal  Register  and  pocket  edition  of  Organization  of 
City  Government:  order  authorizing  expense  to  be  charged  to  ap- 
propriation for  City  Documents,  7 

removal:  James  E.  King,  Chairman,  17 

resignation:  Costello,  Lawrence  W.,  chairman  of  Board  of  Statistics, 
615 

suggested  appointment  of  secretary  of  bureau,  31 

Street  Laying=Out  Department 

appointments  to  board: 

linn,  .Martin 

Manion.  Charles  E.,  17 

O'Dea,  John  T.,  17 
cancellation  of  proposed  Huntington  ave.  street  widening:  resolve 

requesting,  499 
Faneuil  Hall  Market  Limits:  extension  of,  285 
fee  for  permanent  metal  awnings,  marquees,  etc.:  344 
organization  of  Board:  18 
Poplar  St.,   Roslindale:  order  re  widening  and  reconstruction,  from 

( ianterbury  st.  to  Beech  st.,  102,  159 
relettering  of  signs  placed  on  public  ways  in  honor  of  deceased  veterans, 

271 


557 


Street  Laying-Out  Department,  Continued 
removal  of  certain  Ward  S  restrictions:  order  requesting, 
resignations: 

Casey,  Richard  L.,  418 

Donoghue,  John  A.,  17 

Higgins,  William  F.,  17 

McLaughlin,  Edward  F.,  17 
sale  of  land  on  Commercial  st.,  between  Battery  st.  and  Salutation  st., 

at  public  auction,  380 
Sinclair  pi.,  Ward  22:  order  re  changing  name  to  Sinclair  rd.r  504,  508 
street  acceptance  orders: 

Ward  1,  383,  402 

Ward  7,  517 

Ward  11,  373 

Ward  13,  (2)  109,  158 

Ward  16,  147,  (2)  408 

Ward  17,  626 

Ward  18,  (2)  31,  64,  111,  (2)   147,  (2)   157,  158,   159,  104,  169,  285, 
316,  332,  333,  (3)  455,  (2)  478,  626 

Ward  20,  (5)  55,  (2)  101,  (2)  157,  (3)  158,  (3)  168,  (2)  220,  (5)  227, 
271,  350,  (3)  412,  540,  541,  588 

Ward  21,  122,  158 

Ward  22,  294,  (2)  413,  466,  598 
streets  for  coasting:  order  re  setting  aside,  59,  97 
street  widening  orders: 

Darling  St.,  at  the  Calumet  st.  end,  355 

Fairmount  ave.,  Ward  18,  from  Logan  sq.  to  Water  st.,  373 

junction  of  Chelsea  and  Bennington  sts.,  408 

Sprague  St.,  from  New  York,  New  Haven  &  Hartford  Railroad  Bridge 
to  Dedham  line,  407 

Weld  st.,  between  Maple  and  Corey  sts.,  Ward  20,  376 
Thornton  st.,  Ward  11,  as  one-way  street:  order  re,  373 
track  alteration  orders:  (3)  Boston  Elevated  Railway  Company,  408; 

(2)  510 


Streets,  Squares  and  Circles 
improvement  orders  passed: 

Acadia  rd.,  Ward  20:  accept  and  lay  out,  55 

Albano  st.,  Ward  18:  resurface  from  Washington  to  Kittredge  sts., 

387,  398 
Alexander  st.,  Ward  13:  resurface  with  smooth  paving,  278,  298 
Alleyne  st.,  Ward  20:  install  new  sidewalks,  350 
Amory  st.,  Ward  11:  erection  of  fence  by  New  York,  New  Haven  & 

Hartford  Railroad,  16 
Ansonia  rd.,  Ward  20:  accept  and  lay  out,  271 
Ashfield  st.,  Ward  20:  resurface,  168,  187 
Ashville  path,  Ward  18:  accept  and  lay  out,  455 
Austin  st.,  Ward  18:  accept  and  lay  out  from  West  st.  to  256  Austin 

St.,  64,  158 
Baldwin  st.,  Ward  18:  accept  and  lay  out,  478 
Bartlett  ST.,  Ward  2:  resurface,  122,  157 
Belgrade  ave.  and  Corinth  st.,  Ward  20:  spotlight  installation 

requested,  228,  262 
Beech  Glen  st.,  Ward  11:  resurface  with  smooth  pavement  from 

Fort  ave.  to  Highland  st.,  122 
Belgrade  ave.,  Ward  20:  resurface,  226,  263 
Belgrade  ave.  and  Corinth  st.,  Ward  20:  installation  of  spotlight, 

262 
Bellevue  ST.,  Ward  20:  resurface,  588 
Blue  Hill  ave.,  Ward  12:  repair  and  resurface,  22,  69 
Bradwood  st.,  Ward  20:  resurface,  55,  117 
Brayton  rd.,  Ward  22:  accept  and  lay  out  from  Kendrick  st.  to 

Breck  ave.,  413 
Brighton  ave.,  Allston:  order  requesting  elimination  of  Elevated 

car  reservation  from  Commonwealth  ave.  to  Union  sq.,  113 
Brock  st.,  Ward  22:  lay  out  and  repair  from  Washington  to  Oakland 

sts.,  598 
Brown  ave.  and  Cummins  Highway,  Ward  19:  erect  traffic  lights, 

31,  98,  114,  145,  250,  287;  install  push  button  lights,  164,  186 
Buchanan  rd.,  Ward  20:  accept  and  lay  out  from  Andover  rd.  to 

Bullion  rd.,  227 
Buena   Vista   st.,    Ward    12:   resurface    and   construct   granolithic 

sidewalks,  443,  471 
Bullion  rd.,  Ward  20:  accept  and  lay  out,  101,  157 
Bunker  Hill  st.,  Ward  2:  repair  of  sidewalks  between  Hunter  and 

Chelsea  sts.,  240,  331 
Cambridge  and  Windom  sts.,  Ward  22:  installation  of  pedestrian- 
actuated  traffic  lights,  31,  62 
Cedar  st.,  Ward  20:  accept  and  lay  out,  412 
Centre  St.,   Ward   19:  increased  street  lighting  from  Eliot  st.   to 

Arborway,   504,   528;   erect  traffic  lights  at  Louder's  lane,  31,  98 
Centre  st.,  Ward  20:  install  catch-basin  near  No.  2500,  102,  162 
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Streets,  Squares  and  Circles,  Continued 
improvement  orders  passed: 

Charles  St.,  Ward  18:  resurface  and  construct  new  sidewalks,  570 
Chelsea  st.,  Ward  1:  widening  of  junction  with  Bennington  st., 

408;  fencing  both  sides  from  Porter  st.  to  Day  sq.,  442,  494 
Chickatawbut  st.,  Ward  16:  acceptance  of  private  way  between 

Nos.  44  and  46,  408 
Cliff  st.,  Ward  12:  replacing  of  gas  lamps  by  electric  lights,  147 
Columbus  ave.,  Ward  9:  resurface  in  Roxbury  Crossing  area,  387, 

398 
Columbus   ave.,   Ward   11:   paint  lines   for   pedestrian   traffic   at 

Egleston  sq.,  217 
Commercial  st.,  Ward  3:  install  traffic  signals,  185,  262 
Congreve  ST.,  Ward  20:  resurface,  168,  187 
Conway  st.,  Ward  20:  resurface,  101,  145 
Cordis  st.,  Ward  2:  resurface,  122,  157 
Cottage  St.,  Ward  18:  accept  and  lay  out,  333 
Cottage  and  Maverick  sts.,  Ward  1:  installation  of  push  button 

traffic  signals  requested,  144,  159 
Crown  st.,  Ward  18:  accept  and  lay  out,  455 
Cummins   Highway,   Ward   18:   construct   new   sidewalk   opposite 

Nos.  290-310,  478,  495 
Cummins  Highway  and  Brown  ave.,  Ward  19:  install  push-button 

traffic  lights,  164,  186 
Cummins  Highway  and  Hyde  Park  ave.,  Ward  18:  install  traffic 

lights,  477,  496 
Cushing  ave.,  Ward  13:  resurface,  173,  270 

Dale  st.,  Ward  18:  provide  additional  lighting  facilities,  477,  508 
Damrell  ave.,  Ward  18:  accept  and  lay  out,  332 
Darling  st.,  Ward  10:  widen  at  Calumet  st.  end,  355 
Day  sq.,  Ward  1:  completion  of  construction,  442,  471 
Devens  st.,  Ward  2:  resurface,  122,  157 

Dorchester  ave.,  Ward  13:  improved  lighting  at  Crescent  ave.,  405 
Dorchester  st.,  Ward  7:  regulation  of  pedestrian  light  at  Old 

Colony  ave.,  407,  627 
Dwinell  ST.,  Ward  20:  resurface,  102,  118;  planting  of  trees  on  both 

sides  of  street,  371,  398 
East  Eighth  and  L  sts.,  Ward  7:  install  traffic  signals,  73,  99 
Eastern  Avenue  Wharf,  Ward  3:  install  traffic  signals,  185,  262 
East  Sixth  st.,  Wards  6  and  7;  install  granolithic  sidewalks,  468, 

472 
Eastwood  circuit,  Ward  20:  construct  sewerage  works,  169,  186 
Egleston  sq.,  Ward  11:  painting  of  pedestrian  traffic  lines,  262 
Eliot  st.,  Ward  19:  repave,  150,  170 
Eutaw  pl.,  Ward  1:  accept  and  lay  out,  383 

Fairmount  ave.,  Ward  18:  widen  from  Logan  sq.  to  Water  st.,  373 
Farrar  st.,  Ward  18:  accept  and  lay  out,  169 
Faywood  ave.,  Ward  1:  accept  and  lay  out,  402 
Fernwood  rd.,  Ward  20:  lay  out  and  accept,  588 
Firth  rd.,  Ward  19:  repave,  150,  170 
Fleet  st.,  Ward  3:  install  traffic  signals,  185;  262 
Freeman  ave.,  Ward  20:  accept  and  lay  out,  168 
Garden  st.,  Ward  20:  accept  and  lay  out,  168 
Gaston  st.,  Ward  12:  install  granolithic  sidewalks,  278,  298 
George  st.,  Ward  20:  accept  and  lay  out,  227 
Goethe  st.,  Ward  20:  accept  and  lay  out,  55,  158 
Green  st.,  Ward  19:  improved  lighting  from  Washington  to  Centre 

sts.  requested,  455,  495 
Hackensack  rd.,  Ward  20:  accept  and  lay  out,  168,  412 
Harvest  ter.,  Ward  7:  accept  and  lay  out,  517 
Hautevale  ST.,  Ward  18:  improved  lighting  requested,  477,  508 
Hewlett  st.,  Ward  20:  reconstruct  sidewalks,  102,  145;  resurface, 

226,  263 
Hodgdon  ter.,  Ward  20:  accept  and  lay  out,  55,  158 
Humboldt  ave.,  Ward  12:  repair  and  resurface,  22;  install  traffic 
lights  at  Sea ver  St.,  22,  69;  install  traffic  lights  at  Waumbeck  st.,  468 
Huntington  ave.,  Ward  10:  extend  White  Way  from  Opera  pl.  to 

Brookline  line,  587 
Huntington  ave.,  and  West  Newton  st.,  Ward  4:  installation  of 

traffic  signals,  108,  125,  159;  assignment  of  motorcycle  police,  113; 

stationing  of  traffic  officers,  113 
Hyde  Park  and  Neponset  aves.,  Ward  18:  installation  of  traffic 

lights  requested,  455,  480 
Jamaicaway,    Ward    10:    installation    of    push-button    signals    at 

Perkins  st.,  25 
Kerna  rd.,  Ward  20:  accept  and  lay  out,  226 
Keystone  st.,  Ward  20:  lay  out  and  construct,  350 


Streets,  Squares  and  Circles,  Continued 
improvement  orders  passed: 

La  Grange  st.  and  Centre  st.,  Ward  20:  install  traffic  lights,  500, 

516,  562 
Lamartine  st.,  Ward  19:  repave,  150,  170;  lay  out  from  Green  st. 

to  Mozart  st.,  560,  578 
Lebanon  st.,  Ward  13:  order  to  construct,  109,  158 
Lincoln  and  Franklin  sts.,  Ward  22:  installation  of  pedestrian- 
actuated  traffic  lights,  31,  62 
Littledale  st.,  Ward  18:  accept  and  lay  out,  31,  157 
Lodgehill  rd.,  Ward  18:  accept  and  lay  out,  455 
Lyall  st.,  Ward  20:  accept  and  lay  out,  540 

Magnolia  st.,   Ward   13:  resurface  with  smooth  paving,   278,   298 
Manchester  st.,  Wards  17  and  18:  accept  and  lay  out,  626 
Manthorne  rd.  and  Centre  st.,  Ward  20:  install  traffic  signals, 

500,  516,  562 
Marcella   st.,    Ward    11:   replace   broken   and   unsafe   fence,    154; 

repair  and  resurface  street,  154,  170,  186 
Massachusetts  ave.,  Ward  4:  reduction  of  parking  time  from  two 

hours  to  one  hour,  241 
May  and  Centre  sts.,  Ward  19:  requested  removal  of  traffic  circle,  31 
McClellan  (William  F.)  Highway:  notice  of  changes  in  location,  369 
Mechanic  st.,   Ward  21:  prompt  construction    bv    contractor    re- 
quested, 122,  162 
Medford  st.,  Ward  2:  resurface,  84,  117 
Meshaka  st.,  Ward  20:  accept  and  lay  out,  227 
Metropolitan  ave.,  Ward  18:  resurface  with  smooth  paving  from 

Washington  st.  to  Poplar  st.,  Ill,  145;  speeding  up  of  street  con- 
struction, 355 
Midland  st.,  Ward  13:  repairs,  20,  98 
Milton  St.,  Hyde  Park:  resurface  from  Summit  to  Prospect  sts., 

387,  399 
Monadnock  ST.,  Ward  13:  resurface  with  smooth  paving,  278,  298 
Monastery  path,  Ward  21 :  order  requesting  lighting  of  stairway,  122 
Montview  st.,  Ward  20:  resurface,  169,  187 
Morton  st.,   Ward   14:  install  traffic  lights  near  Harvard  St.   and 

Courtland  rd.,  586,  629 
Moseley  ST.,  Ward  13:  resurface  with  smooth  paving,  278,  298 
Mulvey  ter.,  Ward  11:  accept  and  maintain,  373 
Myles  Standish  Road,  Ward  20:  construct,  169,  187 
Newburn  st.,  Ward  18:  accept  and  lay  out,  31,  157 
New  Haven  st.,  Ward  20:  construction  of  sewerage  works,  168,  263 
Niles  ST.,  Ward  22:  accept  and  lay  out,  294 
Oakdale  st.,  Ward    19:  lay  out  from  Lamartine  st.    to   Green   St., 

560,  578 
Oakmere  st.,  Ward  20:  construct  sewerage  works,  169,  186 
Oleander  st.,  Ward  13:  order  to  construct,  109,  158 
Orne  st.,  Ward  16:  accept  and  lay  out,  408 
Partridge  st.,  Ward  20:  install  new  sidewalks,  350 
Pender  st.,  Ward  20:  resurface,  272,  297 
Perkins  st.,  Ward  10:  installation  of  push-button  traffic  signals  at 

Jamaicaway,  25 
Perle  st.,  Ward  22:  accept  and  lay  out,  466 
Peverell  ST.,  Ward  13:  resurface,  173,  270 
Pheasant  St.,  Ward  20:  accept  and  lay  out,  412 

Pleasanton  and  Ruthven  sts.,  Ward  12:  install  street  lights,  468 
Pomona  ave.,  Ward  20:  accept  and  lay  out,  101,  158 
Pond  st.,  Ward  19:  lay  out  from  Arborway  to  Brookline  line,  560, 

578 
Pond  st.  and  Columbia  rd.,  Ward  7:  construct  two  catch-basins, 

468,  495;  installation  of  "stop"  signs,  585 
Poplar  St.,  Ward  18:  widen  and  reconstruct  from  Canterbury  to 

Beech  sts.,  84,  99,  102,  159 
Prospect  St.,  Ward  20:  lay  out  and  construct,  350 
Rangeley  st.,  Ward  16:  lay  out  unaccepted  portion,  147 
Rena  st.,  Ward  22:  accept  and  lay  out  from  North  Harvard  st.  to 

Western  ave.,  413 
Rendall  rd.,  Ward  20:  accept  and  lay  out,  227 
Rexford  st.,  Ward  18:  resurface  with  smooth  paving,  64,  117 
Ritchie  st.,  Ward  11:  installation  of  asphalt  sidewalks  from  Marcella 

st.  to  Columbus  ave.,  373,  378 
River  st.,  Ward  18:  resurface  from  Business  St.  to  1595  River  st.,  570 
Rockland  st.,  Ward  20:  resurfacing,  55,  118 
Rosebery  rd.,  Ward  18:  accept  and  lay  out  from  Greenfield  rd.  to 

Taunton  ave.,  316 
Rosecliff  st.,  Ward  18:  resurface  with  smooth  paving,  387,  398 
Rowell  ST.,  Ward  13:  resurface,  173,  270 
Rumfohd  rd.,  Ward  20:  accept  and  lay  out,  55,  157 


STREETS 


(42) 


SULLIVAN 


Streets,  Squares  and  Circles,  Continued 
improvement  orders  passed: 

IUsmn  ki>..  Wars  18:  aooept  and  layout,  104 

Kusmnpale  BS.,  Ward  IS:  aooept  and  lay  out,  147 

RtrrH&BFOKD   ave..   Ward  2:   restoration  to  original  condition  by 

Boston  Consolidated  Gas  Company,  478,  528 
Salcombe  St.,  Ward  13:  resurface,  173,  270 

SALMAN  bt..  Ward  20:  construction  of  sewerage  works,  168,  263 
SabATOOA  st..  Ward  1:  fencing  both  sides  from  Kelly  sq.  to  Shelby 

St.,  4  12.  494 
Sawyer  ave„  Ward  13:  resurface,  173,  270 
School  ST.,  Ward  11:  substitute  electric  lights  for  gas  lamps  from 

Walnut  ave.  to  Amory  St..  58,  217 
School  Street  pl.,  Ward  11:  replace  gas  lamps  with  electric  lights, 

58 
Seaver  St..   Ward   12:  install   traffic  lights  at   Humboldt   aye.,  22; 

poor  lighting  facilities  at  Walnut  ave.,  91,  162 
Sheffield  rd..  Ward  20:  resurface  with  smooth  paying,  350 
Sinclair  pi...  Ward  22:  order  re  changing  name  to  Sinclair  id.,  504, 

50S 
South  St.,  Ward  20:  place  "Stop"  sign  at  corner  of  Centre  St.,  102, 

162 
Spragde  ST.,   Ward   18:   widen   from   New  York,   New   Haven   and 

Hartford  Railroad  Bridge  to  Dedham  line,  407,  495 
St.    Alphonsus   st.,   Ward    10:   placing    of   "stop"    signs    at    both 

approaches  to  Smith  st.,  227,  269;  at  Smith  St.,   Conant  st.   and 

Longwood  ave.,  403,  415 
Stimso.v  st.,  Ward  20:  construction  of  sewerage  works,  168,  263 
Summer  st.,  Ward  20:  resurface,  168,  187 
Summit  st.,  Ward  18:  accept  and  lay  out,  147 
Talbot  ave..  Wards  14  and  17:  resurface  from  Codman  sq.  to  Blue 

Hill  ave.,  59,  118 
Telegraph  st..  Ward  7:  install  sidewalks  on  both  sides,  386,  415 
Tesla  st.,  Ward  18:  accept  and  lay  out,  111,  159 
Thornton  st.,  Ward  11:  one-way  from  Valentine  to  Marcella  sts., 

373 
Tobin  rd.,  Ward  20:  accept  and  lay  out  from  Washington  st.  to 

Kerna  rd.,  226 
Tremont  and  West  Concord  sts.,  Ward  9:  installation  of   traffic 

lights,  525,  562 
Tremont  St.:  order  re  widening  from  Park  to  Boylston  sts.,  333 
Union  St.,  Ward  2:  resurface,  122,  157 

Upland  rd.,  Ward  20:  construction  of  sewerage  works,  168,  263 
Vershire  st..  Ward  20:  install  new  sidewalks,  350 
Vogel  ST.,  Ward  20:  construction  of  sewerage  works,  168,  263 
Ward  13  streets  in  vicinity  of  St.  Margaret's  Hospital,  173,  278 
Warren  st.,  Ward  12:  repair  and  resurface,  22,  69 
Washington  Heights  ave.,  Ward  20:  accept  and  lay  out,  541 

Washington  St.:  order  requesting  speedy  construction  between 
Gallivan  Boulevard  and  Fuller  st.,  106,  117 

Washington  st.,  Forest  Hills:  widen  by  3  feet  from  No.  3708  to 
Morton  st.,  330,  341 

Webster  pl.,  Ward  21:  accept  and  lay  out,  122,  158 

Weld  st.,  Ward  20:  place  "Stop"  sign  at  corner  of  West  Roxbury 
Parkway,  102,  160;  resurface,  226,  263;  planting  of  trees  between 
Church  st.  and  West  Roxbury  Parkway,  412,  436;  widen  between 
Maple  and  Corey  sts.,  376 

West  Selden  st.,  Ward  18:  resurface  from  Morton  to  Crossman 
sts.,  407,  415 

Western  ave.  and  Everett  st.,  Ward  22:  install  traffic  lights  at 
junction,  588,  629 

Whitney  pk.,  Ward  18:  accept  and  lay  out,  478 

Windermere  st.,  Ward  13:  resurface,  173,  270 

Wood  st.,  W'ard  2:  resurface,  122,  157 

Worley  ST.,  Ward  20:  accept  and  lay  out,  55,  159 

Wright  rd.,  Ward  20:  install  catch-basin  near  No.  19,  102,  163; 
accept  and  lay  out,  227 

naming,  re-naming  orders: 
"Alexander   Paucka   Circle,"   at   Preble   and   Vinton   sts.    and 
Columbia  rd.,  284 

circle  at  Arborway  and  Centre  st.,  Jamaica  Plain:  order  requesting 
name  of  Veterans'  Memorial  Circle,  47 

junction   of  Harrison   ave.   and   Northampton    st.   in    honor    of 

Serot.  Patrick  F.  Crissafulli,  85,  veto  by  Mayor,  97;  376 
Oak  and  Hudson  sts.,  in  memory  of  Michael  Abraham,  408 

Shawmut  ave.  and  Dwight  ST.,  in  memory  of  George  and  Sheffie 
Abraham,  408 

.-HAWMui  avi..  and  Milford  St.,  in  memory  of  Samuel  Naser,  408 


Suffolk  County 

amendment  of  compensation  and  classification  plan: 

Assistant  Clerk  of  Courts,  Chelsea  District,  73,  99,  115;  vetoed  by 

Mayor,  145 
District    Attorney's    Office,    chief    stenographer    and    indictment 

clerk,  439,  478 
South    Boston   District   Court:   second   assistant   clerk   of  court, 

344,  410 
Dorchester  Court  House:  order  requesting  Superintendent  of  Public 

Buildings  to  clean  and  paint,  102,  118 
East    Boston    District   Court:     petition   for   retirement:   Dennis   J. 

Kelleher,  probation  officer,  163,  172,  184 
examining  physician:  appointment  of  John  A.  Foley,  70,  84 
retirement  of  elected  officers  in  county:  resolve  approving  enact- 
ment of  legislation,  42,  58 
transfers  between  departmental  appropriations: 

appropriation    for   jail,    $5,000   to    Superior   Court,    Civil    Session, 

General  Expenses,  579,  586 
Charlestown    District   Court,   $750    from    Granite   Avenue   Bridge, 

593,  608 
Emergency  Compensation  Allotment,  $1,810  to  South  Boston  District 

Court,  579,  586 
Medical   Examiner   Service,   Northern   Division,   $500   to   Municipal 

Court,  City  of  Boston,  592,  627 
Municipal   Court,    City   of   Boston,    $2,000   from    Roxbury   District 

Court  ($1,000),  from  West  Roxbury  District  Court  ($500),  from 

Medical  Examiner  Service,  Northern  Division  ($500),  592 
Roxbury  District  Court,  $1,000  to  Municipal  Court,  City  of  Boston, 

592,  627 
South  Boston  District  Court,  $1,810  from  County  of  Suffolk,  Emer- 
gency Compensation  Allotment,  579,  586 
Superior  Court,  Civil  Session,  General  Expenses,  $10,000  from  Jail, 

$5,000,  from  Supreme  Judicial  Court,  $3,000,  from  Superior  Court, 

Civil  Session,  Clerk's  Office,  $2,000,  579,  586 
Supreme  Judicial  Court,   $3,000  to  Superior  Court,   Civil  Session, 

General  Expenses,  579,  586 
West  Roxbury  District  Court,  $500,  to  Municipal  Court,  City  of 

Boston,  592,  627 
transfers  within  departmental  appropriations: 

Contingent  Fund,  $1,500  from  Emergency  Compensation  Allotment, 

579,  586 
Superior  Civil  Session,   Clerk's  Office,  $2,000  to  General  Expenses, 

579,  586 


Suffolk  County  Expenses 

legislation   proposed   by   the    Mayor   re   creation    of   Suffolk   County 
Council  and  equitable  apportionment  of  county  expenses,  39,  64,  67 


Suffolk  County  Jail 

amendment  of  compensation  and  classification  plan:    employment  of 
female  nurse,  28,  50,  60 


Suffolk  Downs 

increased  tax  on  property:  order  requesting,  278,  290,  304 

police  assigned  to  combat  gambling:  order  requesting  information, 

465 
postponement  of  Fall  Meet  until  completion  of  Day  sq.  construction, 

442 
tax  by  city  on  amount  wagered  daily,  278,  290 
tax  by  city  on  daily  admission  charges:   order  re  legislation  to  authorize, 

279;  rejected,  291 


Sugar  Restrictions 

resolve  in  favor  of  Congressional  action  for  release  of  sugar  restrictions, 
635 


Sullivan,  Daniel  F.,  Councilor,  Ward  9 

ward  area:  Roxbury,  center 
oath  of  office:  1 
committee  appointments: 

Building  Code,  Executive,  Hospitals,  Parks  and  Playgrounds,  Print- 
ing,   Public    Welfare    (Chairman),    Voting    Machines,    27;     Public 
Works  and  Street  Commissioners  (Chairman),  500 
committee  reports: 
Executive,  320,  333 

Public  Works  and  Street  Commissioners,  525 
doubting  of  vote:  358 
motion:  date  of  submission  of  budget,  110 


SULLIVAN 


(43) 


TRAFFIC 


Sullivan,  Daniel  F.,  Councilor,  Ward  9,  Continued 

orders: 

additional  increase  to  relief  recipients,  329 

appointment   of   Committee  on  Public   Works  and   Street   Commis- 
sioners, 454 

attendance  of  doctor  at  fires,  512  (with  Coun.  Coffey) 

caretakers  for  park  at  Whittier  Street  Health  Unit,  370 

continuation  of  Child  Care  Centers,  43  (with  Couns.  Linehan,  Russo, 
Kinsella,  Coffey,  Cook,  Kelly) 

delay  in  South  End  and  South  Boston  housing  projects,  225 

erection  of  one-  and  two-family  homes  in  mass  production,  225 

furnishing  of  ash  barrels  to  certain  apartment  tenants  by  landlords,  370 

housing  project  in  Ward  9  section  of  Roxbury,  225 

immediate  pay  increase  to  city  employees,  329 

increased  pensions  to  certain  retired  employees,   458   (with   Couns. 
Hannon,  Cook,  Kinsella  and  Coffey) 

increase  of  25  per  cent  in  dependent  aid,  G20 

lease  of  Cottage  Place  School  to  Post,  350 

lease  of  Louis  Prang  School  to  Roxbury  Post,  350 

naming  of  square  in  honor  of  Lieut.  George  W.  Laccaro,  Jr.,  477 

personnel  manager  at  City  Hospital,  512 

photostatic  copies  of  discharge  papers,  20 

rent  ceiling  on  commercial  property,  329 

resurfacing  Columbus  ave.  in  Roxbury  Crossing  area,  387 

roping  off  Union  Park  St.,  122  (for  Coun.  Hurley) 

skeleton  schedule  for  city  departments  over  July  4th   weekend,   340 
(with  Couns.  Cantwell,  Hannon,  Bryan  and  McCormack) 

Sunday  baseball  games,  300 

taxes  from  housing  projects,  225 

traffic  lights  at  Tremont  and  West  Concord  sts.,  525 

widening  of  Washington  St.,  Forest  Hills,  329  (with  Coun.  Moriarty) 

zone  fares  on  Elevated,  598  (with  Coun.  Linehan) 
point  of  information:   115,  254,  423,  493 
point  of  order:   56,  294,  328,  422,  478,  493 
remarks : 

action  on  Nos.  1  and  2  on  calendar,  293 

action  on  permits  for  Sunday  bowling,  544 

appointment  of  Committee  on   Public  Works  and   Street   Commis- 
sioners, 454 

appointment  of  James  Cunato,  329 

appropriation  of  $200,000  for  Fire  Department  boats,  424 

approval  of  passage  of  H.  B.  1151  re  veterans'  housing,  245 

budget  for  1946,  134 

committee  to  investigate  issuance  of  Sunday  liquor  licenses,  GO 

extension  of  rapid  transit  facilities  in  East  Boston,  356 

funding  of  overlay  deficits,  358 

housing  projects  proposed  by  Housing  Authority,  225 

increased  allowances  for  employees  retired  prior  to  January  1 ,  1946,  457 

instruction  of  precinct  officers  as  to  duties,  316 

loan  for  off-street  parking,  394 

loan  of  $500,000  for  veterans'  housing,  314 

loan  of  $1,000,000  for  sewerage  works,  206 

loan  of  $1,500,000  for  purchase  of  departmental  equipment,  213 

market  district  rentals,  611 

mimeographing  of  Mayor's  message  regarding  naming  of  circles  and 
squares,  etc.,  97 

opinion  of  Corporation  Counsel  re  Council's  right  to  obtain  certain 
information  from  Mayor,  236 

instruction  of  precinct  officers  as  to  duties,  316 

ordinance  re  establishing  Veterans'  Rehabilitation  Division,  32 

permit  of  New  England  Transportation  Company,  616 

public  hearing  on  off-street  parking  loan,  396 

reference  of  resolution  condemning  Representative  Taylor's  statement 
to  Committee  on  Rules,  112 

resolution  condemning  statement  of  Representative  John  H.  Taylor, 
124 

sale  of  fire  station  17,  Harrison  ave.,  land  and  buildings,  150 

study  of  awarding  of  city  contracts  by  Finance  Commission,  293 

Sunday  baseball  games,  300 

Sutcliffe  Transportation  Company  bus  petition,  607 

the  next  meeting,  316,  606 

three  councilors  as  members  of  Mayor's  Advisory  Committee,  109 

zone  fares  on  Elevated,  598 
resolves : 

approval  of  H.  B.  1152  re  veterans'  housing,  245  (with  Coun.  Hurley) 

opposition  to  increased  gas  rates,  500 

regret  at  death  of  Rt.  Rev.  Thomas  R.  Reynolds,  585  (with  Couns. 
Linehan,  Keenan  and  Hurley) 

release  of  sugar  restrictions,  635 


Sumner  Tunnel 

see  Public  Works  Department 


Sunday  Baseball  Games 

order  re  later  hour  and  broadcast  of  games,  300,  302 
resolve  approving  passage  of  H.  B.  281  re  hours  of  Sunday  baseball 
games,  224 


Supply  Department 

appointment:    William  I.  Rose,  Superintendent  of  Supplies,  17 

coal  for  public  buildings:    order  requesting  Superintendent  to  obtain 

sufficient  supply,  551 
pavement    repair    contracts:     order    requesting    Superintendent    to 

appear  and  give  information,  283 
resignation:  Thornton,  Charles  E.,  17 

Sutcliffe  Transportation  Company 

petition  to  operate  unlimited  motor  vehicles  from  Copley  sq.  to  Logan 
Airport,  567;  opposition  of  Boston  Elevated  Railway  Company,  580; 
leave  to  withdraw,  587;   amended  petition  filed,  587,  607 


Taxes 

assessment  on  income  received  by  hotels  from  renting  of  rooms  to 

transients,  167,  228 
taxing  of  real  estate  used  for  dwellings  at  lower  rate  than  commercial 

property:    order  re,  226,  228 

use  tax  on  seating  capacity  of  places  of  public  assembly,  exclusive  of 
religious  institutions  and  schools:    order  re,  167,  228 


Tax  Rate  for  1946 

report  of  Finance  Commission:  362,  374 

Tax  Rate  Relief 

legislation  proposed  by  Mayor:  39,  64,  66 

Taylor,  Representative  John  H. 

resolve  condemning  statement:  109,  111,  122 


Trackless  Trolley 

hearing   before    Public    Utilities    Department    re   petition    of    Boston 
.Elevated  Railway  Company  to  operate,  40 

Track  Locations 

Boston    Elevated    Railway    Company,    over   private   land   between 
Bennington  st.  and  Revere  line  (referred  July  9,  1945),  granted,  224 

Traffic  Circle,  Jamaica  Plain 

traffic  circle  at  May  and  Centre  sts.:   order  requesting  removal,  46 

Traffic  Commission 

car  stop  on  Columbia  rd.:    order  re  change  of  existing  stop  opposite 

Strand  Theatre,  146 
Day  sq.,  East  Boston:   order  re  angle  parking,  585 
improved   lighting  on  Green  St.,  from  Washington  to  Centre  sts., 

requested,  455,  495 
installation  of  push  button  signals  requested: 

Cottage  and  Maverick  sts.,  Ward  1,  144,  159 

Cummins  Highway  and  Brown  ave.,  Ward  19,  164,  186 

Perkins  st.  and  Jamaicaway,  25 
installation  of  "Stop"  signs  requested: 

Pond  st.  and  Columbia  rd.,  585 

South  and  Centre  sts.,  Ward  20,  102,  162 

St.  Alphonsus  and  Smith  sts.,  Ward  10,  227,  269 

St.  Alphonsus  st.  intersections,  403,  415 

Weld  st.  and  West  Roxbury  Parkway,  Ward  20,  102,  160 
installation  of  traffic  lights: 

Brown  ave.  and  Cummins  Highway,  Roslindale,  31,  98,  144,  145,  250, 
287 

Centre  st.  and  Louder's  lane,  Jamaica  Plain,  31,  98 

East  Eighth  and  L  sts.,  Ward  7,  73,  99 

Humboldt  ave.  and  Seaver  St.,  Ward  12,  22 

Huntington  ave.  and  West  Newton  st.,  108,  125,  159 

Hyde  Park  and  Neponset  aves.,  455 

Morton  St.,  near  Harvard  st.  and  Courtland  rd.,  586,  629 

Ward  3  intersections,  20,  69,  185,  262,  467,  495 

Ward  9:  525,  562 

Ward  18:  477,  480,  496 

Western  ave.  and  Everett  St.,  Ward  22,  588,  629 
installation  of  traffic  signals  and  signs,  Ward  20:  500,  506,  516,  562 
Lynde  St.,  Ward  3:  order  requesting  roping  off  as  play  area  during 

summer,  371 


fRAFFlC 


(44) 


TWO-PLATOON 


Traffic  Commission,  Continued 

painting  of  crosswalks: 

Columbus  ave,  at  Egleston  sq.,  J 1 7 

Egleston  sq.,  262 

rjphama  Corner,  540.  562 
painting  of  white  stripe  in  centei  of  principal  highways,  551,  028 
parking  on  Commonwealth  a>e.  from  Exeter  st.  u>   Kenmore  sq: 

order  requesting,  600 
parking  on  .Massachusetts  ave.,  Ward  4:  order  re  reduction  of  time 

from  two  hours  to  one  hour.  241 
provision  in  1947  budget  for  Ward  20  traffic  lights:  order  requesting, 

573 
regulation  of  pedestrian  light  at  Dorchester  st.  and  (Mil  Colony  ave, 

Ward  7.  407.  627 
salaries  of  signalmen:  order  requesting  increase,  585 
spotlight  installation  requested: 

Belgrade  ave.  and  Corinth  st..  228,  262 

in  front  of  Mission  Church.  Ward  10,  227,  269 
traffic  hazard,  Edward  Everett  sq..  Ward  7:  order  requesting  rem- 
edy. 38,  98 
traffic  lights:  order  requesting  appropriation  of  not  less  than  850,000, 

283 
Uphams  Corner  traffic  tower:  order  asking  new  tower  or  installation 

of  automatic  lights,  146 


Traffic  Lights 

appropriation   of   not   less   than   $50,000:   order  requesting  Mayor  to 
initiate.  283 


Traffic  Relief 

legislation  re  construction  of  viaducts:  message  from  the  Mayor,  39,  64 


Trailer  Camp 

opposition  by  West  Roxbury  Joint  Planning  Committee  to  use  of  land 
at  7  Marshall  st.  as  trailer  camp,  481 


Transfers 

Steamer   "Michael  J.   Perkins"   to   Institutions   Department,   together 
with  appropriation  for  "Perkins,"  from  Penal  Institutions  Depart- 
ment, 187,  228 
between  departmental  appropriations: 

Boston  Retirement  Board,  $10,000,  from  Reserve  Fund,  591,  608 
Charlestown  District  Court,  $750,  from  Granite  Avenue  Bridge,  593, 

608 
City    Clerk    Department,    $1,451.20,  from    Municipal   Employment 

Bureau,  579,  586 
City    Council   Proceedings,    $224.68,    from    Municipal   Employment 

Bureau,  528,  541 
Collecting  Department,  Water  Division,  $2,500,  from  Public  Works 

Department,  Water  Income,  564,  574 
County  Buildings  Department,  $504,  from  Public  Buildings  Depart- 
ment, 509,  517 
Fire  Department,  S15.000,  from  Health  Department,  579,  586 
Health    Department,    $15,000,    to    Fire    Department,    579,    586,    to 

Hospital  Department,  $30,000,  579,  586 
Hospital  Department,  $30,000,  from  Health  Department,  579,  586; 

$75,000,  from  Snow  Removal,  593,  608 
Institutions    Department,    transfer    of    appropriation    for    steamer 

"  Michael  J.  Perkins"  from  Penal  Institutions  Department,  187,  228 
Medical  Examiner  Service,  South  Division,  $205.52,  from  Municipal 

Employment  Bureau,  362,  374 
Municipal   Court,   City   of   Boston,   $2,000,   from    Roxbury   District 

Court  ($1,000),  from  West  Roxbury  District  Court  ($500),  from 

Medical  Examiner,  Northern  Division  ($500),  593,  608,  627 
Municipal  Employment  Bureau,  $1,451.20,  to  City  Clerk,  579,  586; 

$205.52,   to   Medical   Examiner   Service,   South   Division,  362,  374; 

City  Council  Proceedings,  S224.68,  528,  541;  Weights  and  Measures 

Department,  $584.82,  362,  374 
Penal   Institutions   Department,    House   of   Correction,    Special   Im- 
provements and  Repairs,  $75,000,  from  Snow  Removal,  389,  391 
Public   Buildings   Department,   $2,000,   from  City  Planning  Board, 

.509,   517;   City    Hall   Annex,    Emergency   Repairs,   $25,000,   from 

Reserve  Fund,  548,  561 
Public    Works    Department,    Water    Income,    $2,500,    to    Collecting 

Department,   Water   Division,   564,   574;   Granite  Avenue  Bridge, 

$750.    to   Charlestown   District   Court,   593,   608;   Snow   Removal, 

$75,000,  to  Hospital  Department,  593,  008 
Reserve  Fund  to  Boston  H.tirement  Board,  $10,000,  591,608;  $25,000 
Public  Buildings  Department,  548,  561 
..•.   Removal,  $75,000,  to  Penal  Institutions  Department,  House  of 
tion,  Special  Improvements  and  Repairs,  389,  391 
South  Boston  District  Court,  $1,810,  from  Suffolk  County  Emergency 

'  ompensation  Allotment,  57ft,  686 


Transfers,  Continued 

between  departmental  appropriations: 

Suffolk  County,  Contingent  Fund,  $1,500,  from  Suffolk  County 
Emergency  Compensation  Allotment,  579,  586;  Emergency  Com- 
pensation Allotment,  $1,500,  to  County  Contingent  Fund,  579,  586; 
to  South  Boston  District  Court,  $1,810,  579,  586 

Suffolk  County  Jail,  $5,000,  to  Superior  Court,  Civil  Session,  General 
Expenses,  579,  586 

Superior  Court,  Civil  Session,  General  Expenses,  $5,000,  from  Jail, 
$3,000,  from  Supreme  Judicial  Court,  579,  586 

Supreme  Judicial  Court,  $3,000,  to  Superior  Court,  Civil  Session, 
General  Expenses,  579,  586 

Weights  and  Measures  Department,   $584.82,  from   Municipal  Em- 
ployment Bureau,  362 
within  departmental  appropriations: 

Institutions  Department:  Boat  Purchase,  Alterations,  etc.,  $9,000, 
from  Long  Island  Hospital,  Improvements  and  Repairs,  416,  424; 
$16,000,  from  Long  Island  Hospital,  Improvements  and  Repairs, 
to  Eastern  Avenue  Wharf  Repairs,  etc.,  400,  404;  Long  Island 
Hospital,  Special  Improvements  and  Repairs,  $15,000,  from  Long 
Island  Hospital,  564,  574 

Park  Department,  $3,000,  from  Cemetery  Division,  564,  574; 
$15,000,  from  Cemetery  Division,  579,  586 

Penal  Institutions  Department:  Office  Expenses,  $815,  from 
House  of  Correction,  564,  573;  House  of  Correction,  $15,000,  from 
Special  Improvements  and  Repairs,  564,  573 

Public  Welfare  Department:  361,  374;  Temporary  Home,  $255, 
from  Central  Office;  Wayfarers'  Lodge,  $4,816,  from  Central  Office, 
361,  374;  Temporary  Home,  $425,  from  Central  Office,  437;  Tem- 
porary Home,  $1,300,  from  Central  Office,  593,  608;  Temporary 
Home,  $250,  from  Central  Office,  528,  541;  Wayfarers'  Lodge, 
$1,300,  from  Central  Office,  437,  457;  Wayfarers'  Lodge,  $8,500 
from  Central  Office,  528,  541;  Central  Office,  $90,  to  Temporary 
Home;  Central  Office,  $700,  to  Wayfarers'  Lodge,  579,  586. 

Statistics  Department:  City  Record,  B-l,  $5,400,  from  Cily  Record 
revenue,  613,  627 

Transfers  from  Contingent  Fund 

care  of  graves  of  soldiers,  sailors  and  marines,  $10,000,  266 

Transfers  from  Parkman  Fund 

Parkman  Fund  Income  to  Park  Department:  $41,000,  146,  167; 
$44,000,  264,  300;  $33,000,  361,  402;  $23,000,  437,  448;  $22,000, 
496,  512;    $24,000,  548,  570;    $6,500,  566,  574;    $7,161.68,  592,  608 

Transfers  from  Reserve  Fund 

Licensing  Board,  $870.53,  565,  574 

State-Boston  Retirement  System,  $10,000,  for  Expense  Fund,  399,  404 

Treasury  Department,  Expenses  of  Bond  Issues,  $2,962.13,  400,  404 


Transfers  of  Land 

Belle  ave.  land  from  Real  Estate  Commissioners  to  Public  Wrorks  De- 
partment for  use  as  city  dump,  277,  290 

Gallivan  Boulevard  and  Washington  St.,  Dorchester,  from  Real  Estate 
Commission  to  Park  Department,  281,  472,  478 

Hanover  st.  property  from  Real  Estate  Division  to  Fire  Department, 
274,  277,  290 

three  parcels  on  Harrison  ave.  from  Real  Estate  Commission  to  Fire 
Department,  304,  561 

Transit  Department 

appointment  of  commissioners: 

Murray,  John  T.,  17 

Nichols,  Malcolm  E.,  17,  271 
amendment  of  ordinance:  concerning  salaries  of  Associate  Transit 

Commissioners,  589,  615 
designation  of  chairman:  Malcolm  E.  Nichols,  17 
removal:  Clarence  E.  Hyde  as  Commissioner,  17 
resignations: 

Dowd,  Thomas  A.,  17 

Drummey,  William  W.,  17 
sale  of  642  kegs  of  nails,  188;  order  for  sale  withdrawn,  288 

Treasury  Department 

appropriation:  Expenses  of  Bond  Issues,  $2,962.13,  from  Reserve  Fund  , 
400,  404 


Two=Platoon  System,  Fire  Department 

discontinuance  of  system:  order  requesting,  55,  60 


UNCLAIMED 


(45) 


WHITE 


Unclaimed  Baggage 

order  requesting  Law  Department  to  take  action  against  New  York, 
New  Haven  &  Hartford  Railroad   re  unclaimed   baggage,  333,  589 

Unclaimed  Baggage,  Committee  on 
members:  Couns.  Cook  (Chairman),  Muchnick,  Bayley,  28 

Underpass  at  Uphams  Corner 
order  requesting  construction,  571 

United  States  Government 

easement  for  sewerage  granted  city  in  South  Boston,  360 
grant  of  land  in  South  Boston  to  city,  360,  410 

North  Ferry,  East  Boston,  lease  from  city  of  land  and  docks,  438,  457 
Selective    Service:    occupation    of    portion    of    Municipal    Building, 
Columbia  rd.,  Dorchester,  362 

Veterans 
appointment  of  Committee  Memoralizing  Veterans,  97 
compensation  of  medical  board  examining  veterans  seeking  retire- 
ment, 155,  165 
conversion  of  certain  school  buildings  into  apartments  for  veterans 

and  their  families:  order  requesting,  71 
discharge  certificates:   appropriation  of  $15,000  for  recording  and 

copying,  39,  45 
employment  at  race  tracks:  order  re,  403 
Marine  Park  Bandstand:  order  re  naming  in  honor  of  South  Bostoh 

veterans,  278 
Memorial  Circle:  order  re  naming  of  circle  at  Arborway  and  Centre 

st.,  Jamaica  Plain,  32,  47 
Memorial  in  Roslindale:  order  re  construction  by  White  Fund,  44 
memorial  plaque  on   Common:  order  requesting  maintenance  and 

continued  upkeep,  163 
naming  of  city  property  for  deceased  war  veterans,  259,  284 
prefabricated  houses  available  from  Federal  Government:  order 

requesting  same  be  located  in  Columbus  pk.,  283 
preference  to  veterans  as  housing  project  tenants,  13,  47 
resolve  opposing  reduction  of  compensation  to  certain  veterans,  226 
sale  of  surplus   property  of  city:   order  requesting  veterans  have 

preference  in  purchasing  same,  21 
use  of  abandoned  school  buildings  for  veterans'  housing:  order 

requesting,  441 


Veterans'  Discharges 

communication  from  Commissioner  of  Soldiers'  Relief  re  recording 
N      of  discharges  and  temporary  custody  by  City  Clerk,  580 


Veterans'  Graves  Registration  Officer 
appointment:  Granara,  J.  Ralph,  17;  Pedonti,  Frank  T.,  362 
designation  of  Acting  Superintendent:  David  J.  Brickley,  Soldiers' 

Relief  Commissioner,  338 
resignations: 

Cameron,  Archibald  B.,  17 

Granara,  J.  Ralph,  338 

Veterans'  Housing 

amendments  to  Chapter  372,  Acts  of  1946:  order  requesting,  535 

appropriation  of  $500,000  for  facilities  in  connection  with  construc- 
tion of  veterans'  housing  by  Federal  Government,  288,  300,  314,  340; 
substitute  loan  order  for  $500,000  submitted  and  passed,  340;  original 
order  rejected,  340,  359;  second  reading  and  passage,  359 

conversion  of  Camp  McKay:  message  of  Mayor  and  order,  264 

H.  B.  1151:  resolve  approving  passage  of  bill,  245 

loan  of  $10,000,000:  order  requesting,  455,  460,  482,  494,  512,  535 

notice  of  hearing  by  State  Board  of  Housing  re  housing  shortage 
existing  in  City  of  Boston,  509,  580 

opinion  of  Corporation  Counsel  re  loan  for  veterans'  housing,  494, 
509 

order  re  'appropriation  in  accordance  with  Chapter  372,  Acts  of  1946, 
443,  460 

pending  legislation  by  Legislature,  338 

recommendation  to  Housing  Authority  re  one-  and  two-family  houses 
for  veterans,  535 


Veterans'  Memorial  Circle 

order  re  naming  of  circle  at  Arborway  and  Centre  st.,  Jamaica  Plain, 
32,  47 


Veterans'  Posts 

leasing  of  privately-owned  buildings  by  city  for  use  by  veterans'  posts, 
552,  561 


Veterans'  Rehabilitation  Division 
appropriation  of  .$23,874.19,  48,  66 
establishment  in  Soldiers'  Relief  Department,  26,  32 

Veterans'  Retirements 

Penal  Institutions  Department: 

Croni.i,  Frederick  J.,  184 
Londrigan,  John,  319,  320 
Kelly,  Matthew  L.,  99,  106 
Kineavey,  Thomas  Francis,  119,  172 
O'Brien,  John  J.,  231,  250 
Robertson,  John,  119,  172 
report  of  Finance  Commission,  18 

Veterans'  Services 

appointments: 

Brickley,  David  J.,  Director,  593,  630 
Devin,  George  J.,  Deputy  Director,  593,  630 
Sheehan,  Thomas  J.,  Deputy  Director,  593,  630 
Sullivan,  George  T.,  Assistant  Director,  593,  630 
ordinance  establishing  Department  of  Veterans'  Services,  578,  615 

Victory  Gardens 
order  requesting  continuance  of  program,  84 


Voting  Machines 
demonstration  in  each  ward:  order  requesting,  443,  471 
notice  from  Board  of  Election  Commissioners  re  purchase  and  use,  381 
order  re  installation  in  all  polling  places,  353 


Voting  Machines,  Committee  on 

members:   Couns.   Cantwell   (Chairman),   Sullivan,   Russo,   Moriarty, 
Linehan,  Hurley,  Coffey,  28 


War  Memorial,  Boston  Common 
appropriation:  $3,000  (additional)  from  Contingent  Fund,  400,  404 

Washington  Street  Tunnel 

act  re  extension  to  Sullivan  sq.:  message  from  the  Mayor,  39,  64,  07 

Ward  22  Municipal  Building 

addition  to  present  building:  order  requesting,  572 

Weights  and  Measures  Department 

appointment:  Deputy  Sealers 

Lownie,  John  J.  (provisional),  481 

O'Brien,  Willard  F.,  271 
transfers   from    other   departmental    appropriations:    Municipal 

Employment  Bureau,  $584.82,  362,  374 

West  Roxbury  Joint  Planning  Committee 
opposition  to  trailer  camp  at  7  Marshall  st.,  481 


White  Fuel  Corporation 

order  requesting  Mayor  not  to  approve  contract  with   School  Com- 
mittee, 346 


Will  II" 


(46) 


ZONING 


White  (.George  Robert)   Fund 


bids  [or  election  of  bathhouse  and  solarium,  Charles  River  Esplanade: 
order  requesting  immediate  advertising,  101,  164 

bids  for  Ward  i  improvements:  order  requesting  giving  out  of  bids 
immediately,  501 

construction  of  memorial  hospital  by  Fund:  order  requesting,  72 

construction  of  Municipal  Building  in  West  Roxbury:  order  re- 
questing,  II:  reply  of  Trustees,  US 

Dewey  Beach:  order  re  constuotion  of  swimming  and  wading  pools  by 
Fund. 346 

Hvde  Park  Clinic:  order  re  establishment,  by  Fund  on  site  of  Current 
Events  Club.  387 

Veterans'  Memorial,  Roslindale:  order  asking  construction,  44 


Wood  and  Bark 

Measurers  appointed:  annual  list  submitted  by  Mayor  as  contained 
in  City  Document  No.  43,  218 


Workingmcn's  Loan  Association 
appointment  of  director:  Sodckson,  Nathan  S.,  419 


Yugo=Slav  Government 
resolve  condemning  sentence  of  Archbishop  Stepinac,  300 


Zoning  Adjustment  Board 

appointment  of  members: 

Baldwin,  Frank  W.,  271 
Braude   Harrv  B.,  285 
Jones,  Eliot  N.,  319 
appropriation:  $1,500,  331,  333 
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CITY  OF  BOSTON. 


Proceedings  of  City  Council. 


INAUGURAL   EXERCISES. 

Symphony  Hall,  Boston,  Mass., 

Monday,   January  7,    1946. 

The  ceremonies  attending  the  inauguration  of 
Mayor-elect  James  M.  Curley,  the  City  Councilors- 
elect  and  two  School  Committee  members-elect 
of  the  City  of  Boston  were  held  in  Symphony  Hall 
at  ten  o'clock  a.  m.,  when  the  Mayor,  the 
Councilors-elect  and  School  Committeemen-elect 
Patrick  J.  Foley  and  Michael  J.  Ward  entered 
the  hall  in  a  procession  headed  by  City  Clerk 
John  B.  Hynes  and  City  Messenger  William  J. 
O'Donnell,  to  the  strains  of  an  inaugural  march, 
"Marche  Militaire,"  by  Gounod.  They  took 
seats  on  the  platform,  and  the  meeting  was  called 
to  order  by  City  Clerk  Hynes,  who  said: 

Ladies  and  gentlemen,  as  City  Clerk  of  the 
City  of  Boston,  I  now  officially  open  these  inaugural 
ceremonies.  The  principal  purpose  of  these 
exercises  is  the  taking  of  the  oath  of  office  by  the 
Mayor-elect,  the  twenty-two  members  of  the 
City  Council  and  the  two  members-elect  of  the 
School  Committee.  Incidentally,  may  I  state 
that  the  taking  of  the  oath  of  office  by  Mayor- 
elect  Curley  will  mark  the  fourth  occasion  he 
has  taken  such  oath.  Upon  completion  of  the 
present  term  of  office  Mayor-elect  Curley  will 
have  completed  sixteen  years  as  Mayor  of  Boston, 
the  longest  service  of  any  Mayor  in  the  124  years 
of  the  corporate  existence  of  this  city.      (Applause.) 

In  keeping  with  the  patriotic  innovation  in- 
troduced four  years  ago  by  former  City  Clerk 
Wilfred  J.  Doyle,  I  now  request  everybody  in  the 
audience  to  please  stand  and  recite,  with  me, 
the  pledge  of  allegiance  to  the  Flag. 

(The  City  Clerk  then  recited  the  pledge  of 
allegiance  to  the  Flag,  in  which  he  was  joined  by 
those  present.) 

I  now  have  the  pleasure  of  introducing  Marion 
Mulhall,  who  will  sing  "God  Bless  America." 
(Loud  applause.) 

("God  Bless  America"  was  then  sung  by  Marion 
Mulhall.) 

Chairman   HYNES — I   now   most   respectfully 

present  his  Excellency  the  Right  Reverend  Chor- 

Bishop  Stephen  El-Douaihy,  representative  in  the 

U.  S.  A.  of  the  Maronite  Patriarch,  who  will  give 

N  the     invocation. 

Right  Reverend  Chor-Bishop  Stephen  El- 
Douaihy,  in  his  invocation,  prayed  for  the  spiritual 
and  material  welfare  of  all  present,  and  that  the 
incoming  Mayor,  Council  and  School  Committee 
might  have  Divine  guidance  in  all  their  work  for 
the  welfare  and  happiness  of  the  community. 

City  Clerk  HYNES  read  the  certificate  of 
election  of  the  Mayor,  after  which  the  oath  of 
office  was  administered  to  his  Honor  Mayor 
James  M.  Curley,  by  the  Honorable  Frederick  T. 
Field,  Chief  Justice  of  the  Supreme  Judicial 
Court  of  Massachusetts. 

City  Clerk  HYNES  then  read  the  certificate  of 
election  of  members-elect  of  the  City  Council 
from  the  Election  Board. 

City  Clerk  HYNES  then  called  the  roll  of  the 
members-elect  of  the  City  Council,  and  as  each 
arose  and  announced  his  presence  he  was  greeted 
with  applause.  It  appearing  that  all  were  present, 
the  oath  of  office  was  administered  by  his  Honor 
Mayor  James  M.  Curley  to  said  members,  as 
follows: 

James  S.  Coffey,  Ward  1. 
Michael  Leo  Kinsella,  Ward  2. 
Joseph  Russo,  Ward  3. 
Perlie  Dyar  Chase,  Ward  4. 
James  C.  Bayley,  Jr.,  Ward  5. 
Joseph  M.  Scannell,  Ward  6. 
Thomas  E.  Linehan,  Ward  7. 
William  F.  Hurley,  Ward  8. 
Daniel  F.  Sullivan,  Ward  9. 
William  A.  Carey,  Ward  10. 
William  A.  Moriarty,  Ward  11. 
Milton  Cook,  Ward  12. 
Thomas  J.  Hannon,  Ward  13. 


Isadore  H.  Y.  Muchnick,  Ward  14. 
John  B.  Kelly,  Ward  15. 
Philip  Austin  Fish,  Ward  16. 
William  Joseph  Keenan,  Ward  17. 
Michael  H.  Cantwell,  Ward  18. 
Thomas  L.  McCormack,  Ward  19. 
Walter  D.  Bryan,  Ward  20. 
Edmund  V.  Lane,  Ward  21. 
Edward  C.   Madden,  Ward  22. 

Chairman  HYNES  next  read  the  certificate  of 
election  of  Patrick  J.  Foley  and  Michael  J.  Ward 
to  the  School  Committee,  and  the  oath  of  office 
was  administered  to  them  by  his  Honor  Mayor 
Curley. 

»    Chairman  HYNES — It  is  my  pleasure  to  intro- 
duce Ilonka  Pototsky,  who  will  sing,  "My  Hero." 

("My  Hero,"  by  Strauss,  was  sung  by  Ilonka 
Pototsky.) 

Chairman  HYNES — The  inaugural  address  will 
now  be  delivered  by  the  Honorable  James  Michael 
Curley,  Mayor  of  the  City  of  Boston.  (Prolonged 
applause.) 

Inaugural  Address  of  Mayor  Curley. 

Mayor  CURLEY — Gentlemen  of  the  City  Coun- 
cil, Governor  Tobin,  Mayor  Kerrigan,  Senator 
David  I.  Walsh,  Democratic  Floor  Leader  in  Con- 
gress and  his  wife,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  John  J.  McCor- 
mack, my  beloved  doctor,  Martin  English,  Mrs. 
Curley  and  my  family, — both  families, — if  I  may 
be  corrected, — ladies  and  gentlemen: 

I  am  deeply  conscious  of  the  great  honor  that 
has  been  conferred  upon  me.  At  the  conclusion 
of  my  term,  God  willing,  I  shall  have  been  Chief 
Executive  for  sixteen  years — longer  than  any 
Mayor  in  the  history  of  our  municipality.  Could 
any  Bostonian  ask  for  greater  honor?     (Applause.) 

It  is  a  signal  distinction  to  be  elevated  to  this 
position  —  Chief  Executive  of  Boston,  the  Athens 
of  America,  a  city  ol  culture,  a  city  of  noble  tra- 
ditions. 

The  golden  age  of  American  literature  was  made 
luminous  by  men  and  women  who  were  born  or 
who  resided  within  the  shadow  of  Beacon  Hill. 
From  this  hill  and  its  slopes  and  valleys  went 
forth  to  an  appreciative  world  the  words  ot  wisdom 
of  Ralph  Waldo  Emerson,  the  greatest  mind 
Boston  ever  produced;  the  poetry  of  Dr.  Oliver 
Wendell  Holmes,  John  Boyle  O'Reilly  and  Louise 
Imogen  Guiney;  the  histories  of  Parkman,  Pres- 
cott  and  Bancroft;  the  works  of  Ticknor,  Motley 
and  a  host  of  others.  The  architecture  of  Charles 
Bulfinch  and  Charles  D.  Maginnis;  the  orations 
and  legalisms  of  Daniel  Webster,  James  Otis,  Rufus 
Choate  and  Harrison  Gray  Otis,  four  of  America's 
greatest  lawyers;  the  erudite  legal  opinions  of 
Judges  Lemuel  Shaw,  Oliver  Wendell  Holmes  and 
Louis  D.  Brandeis.  The  courageous  pronounce- 
ments of  Wendell  Phillips,  Joseph  Warren,  John 
Adams,  Anne  Hutchison,  Bishop  Cheverus,  Ellery 
Channing,  Phillips  Brooks,  his  Excellency  Arch- 
bishop John  J.  Williams  and  his  Eminence  William 
Cardinal  O'Connell.  The  arts  and  crafts  of  Paul 
Revere;  the  paintings  and  sculpture  of  Wash- 
ington Allston,  Copley,  Gilbert  Stuart  and  Martin 
Milmore;  the  book  on  navigation  by  Nathaniel 
Bowditch,  the  greatest  work  of  its  kind  the  world 
has  ever  known;  the  treatise  of  Dr.  Zabdiel  Boyl- 
ston,  who  introduced  inoculation  for  smallpox  and 
saved  thousands  of  lives;  the  skill  of  Dr.  W.  T. 
Morton,  who  first  applied  ether  in  a  surgical  op- 
eration and  the  work  of  Doctor  Mallory,  that 
quiet,  modest,  little  man,  in  bacteriology  and 
pathological  research;  the  sacrifices  of  Patrick 
Carr,  Crispus  Attucks  and  their  compatriots  in  the 
Boston  Massacre.  The  business  foresight  of  our 
great  merchants,  John  Cogan,  E.  A.  Filene,  Eben 
Jordan,  John  Cifrino  and  Thomas  B.  Fitz;  the 
wise  counsel  of  the  noble  Jesuits,  John  Bapst, 
Robert  Fulton  and  Thomas  Gasson;  and,  in  our 
own  day  and  generation,  the  spiritual  guidance  of 
his  Excellency  Archbishop  Cushing  and  Bishop 
Henry  Knox  Sherrill;  the  charitable  gifts  of 
George  Robert  White,  George  F.  Parkman,  Andrew 
Carney,  Thomas  Forsyth,  A,  Shuman,  and  nu- 
merous others  who  loved  Boston.  Of  the  fifty-six 
signers  of  the  Declaration  of  Independence  five 
were  students  in  our  famous  Boston  Latin  School — 
John  Hancock,  Samuel  Adams,  Robert  Treat  Paine 
of  Massachusetts,  Benjamin  Franklin  of  Pennsyl- 
vania and  William  Hooper  of  North  Carolina. 
Our  great  Mayors,  among  whom  were  John  Phillips, 
Josiah  Quincy,  Hugh  O'Brien  and  General  Patrick 
A.  Collins. 

Need  I  say  that  to  follow  in  the  footsteps  of 
these    illustrious    Bostonians    and    Americans    is 
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sufficient  inspiration  for  me  to  give  every  ounce  of 
my  strength  and  experience  to  the  people  of  the 
city  ol  mj  birth  to  the  end  thai  the  confidence 
that  thej  have  expressed  in  me  will  be  forevei 
justified.     (Applause.) 

Taxes. 
\>  :i  means  of  providing  relief  for  the  city  and 
protection  for  a  sj  Mini  resembling  a  continuous  raid 

upon  tin-  iit\  's  resources,  it  is  desirable  and 
essentia]  that  a  moratorium  be  established  upon  ;ill 
applications  to  tin-  Appellate  Tax  Board  for  tax 
abatements  for  a  period  of  five  years  or  the  aboli- 
tion of  the  Appellate  Tax  Board.     (Applause.) 

The   figures   covering   lite   past    eight  years  are, 
appalling. — and  thai   is  putting  it   mildly — repre- 
senting   abatements    requested    on    properties    in 
ss  of  $100,000,000  of  assessed  valuation,  and 
are  now  pending  for  1945,  also. 

Either  tins  terrific  leak  must  lie  plugged  or 
protection  for  the  people  in  the  form  of  a  reduced 
tax  rati'  appeals  impossible.  The  immediate 
necessity  for  a  reduction  of  the  tax  rate  represents 
the  most  vital  problem  confronting  the  city.  (Ap- 
plause.) 

It  is  common  knowledge  that  a  tax  rate  in  excess 
of  $35  per  thousand  of  valuation  represents  a 
burden  upon  the  people  beyond  the  power  of  the 
people  to  beat.  The  present  tax  rate  of  $42.50 
per  thousand  of  valuation  serves  as  a  constant 
deterrent  to  new  industries  that  seek  a  location 
here  and  makes  it  extremely  difficult  to  induce 
industries  now  located  here  to  continue  doing 
business  in  the  city. 

This  problem  of  reducing  the  tax  rate  to  a 
reasonable  and  just  figure  affects  the  welfare  and 
the  happiness  of  every  family  in  our  city,  since 
industry  and  commerce  are  the  two  principal 
avenues  for  the  employment  of  large  numbers  of 
people,  and,  unless  these  avenues  are  kept  open 
and  made  inviting,  people  suffer. 

That  the  immediate  reduction  of  the  tax  rate  is 
vital  is  therefore  apparent  to  every  thoughtful 
person;  and  when  the  measure  making  provision 
for  the  borrowing  of  $10,000,000  is  considered  by 
the  Legislature,  so  that  an  immediate  reduction 
may  be  made  possible,  it  is  to  be  hoped  that  every- 
one will  favor  the  passage  of  the  required  legislation. 

From  assurances  already  received,  there  is 
every  indication  that  programs  for  construction, 
including  housing,  in  excess  of  $150,000,000  will  be 
undertaken  within  the  next  few  months  (applause), 
but  it  must  be  understood  that  there  will  be  no 
immediate  revenue  from  the  increased  valuations 
represented  by  this  construction  program  until 
after  January  of  1947. 

The  prosecution  of  this  program  will  depend  in 
large  measure  upon  the  harmony  that  prevails 
between  the  persons  interested  in  the  construction 
program  and  the  men  who  are  to  do  the  work.  In 
1922,  serving  as  Mayor,  it  was  possible  to  arrive 
at  an  agreement  that  there  be  no  strikes  for  a 
period  of  four  years  and  that  all  questions  in 
dispute  which  might  result  in  a  strike  and  the 
suspension  of  construction  activities  should  be 
referred  to  the  Mayor  for  adjudication.  I  am 
hopeful  that  a  similar  agreement  can  be  made  this 
year,  so  that  Boston  may  go  ahead  and  complete 
its  program  of  construction  and  make  unnecessary 
an  excessive  tax  rate  in  the  future.     (Applause.) 

Housing  and  Veterans. 

The  law  enacted  in  1945  permitting  insurance 
companies  to  engage  in  housing  programs  furnishes 
an  excellent  outlet  for  increased  revenue  for  the 
idle  money  of  the  insurance  companies.  It  has 
been  most  gratifying  to  find  a  real  spirit  of  co- 
operation among  the  leaders  in  the  insurance 
field. 

The  John  Hancock  Life  Insurance  Company 
officials  conferred  with  me  in  my  home  some 
four  weeks  ago  as  to  the  possibilities  of  the  develop- 
ment of  a  model  village  of  one-family  and  duplex 
houses  which  they  propose  to  erect  at  an  esti- 
mated  cost  of  between  fifteen  and  twenty-five 
million  dollars,  and  also  the  construction  of  an 
addition  to  their  present  building  at  Copley 
square  which  will  cost  some  fifteen  million  dollars 
additional. 

I  have  contacted  since  that  conference  a  number 
of  other  insurance  companies  and  have  found 
them  most  receptive. 

Likewise.  I  have  made  an  investigation  as  to  the 
land  in  control  of  the  city  which  has  either  been 
taken  for  a  definite  purpose  and  never  utilized 
or  which  has  been  taken  for  nonpayment  of  taxes. 


These  lauds  which  should  be  earning  revenue  for 

the    reduction    Of   the    tax    rale   should    be    utilized 

for  revenue  producing  purposes,  and  it.  is  my 
intention  to  have  surveys  made  at  once  and 
submit  them  to  the  various  insurance  companies 
with  a  view  to  selling  them  at  a  juice  so  attractive 
that  they  will  determine  upon  them  as  sites  for 
i  he  development  of  greatly  needed  housing  faoilit  ies 
in  the  Boston  area.     (Applause.) 

I  have,  in  addition,  drafted  a  law  permitting  the 
banks  to  engage  in  housing  construction  which, 
if  adopted  by  the  Legislature,  will  permit  of  the 
investment  of  their  excess  funds  in  revenue-pro- 
ducing properties  in  the  same  manner  as  is  now- 
being  followed  by  the  insurance  companies. 

I  find,  in  addition,  that  a  large  number  of  houses 
have  been  taken  over  by  the  city  for  nonpayment 
of  taxes,  and,  in  order  that  these  properties  may 
be  once  more  revenue-producing,  I  have  drafted 
legislation  which  would  permit  of  the  city  giving 
title  of  these  "properties,  without  charge,  to  deserv- 
ing veterans  on  condition  that  they  be  made 
livable  at  onee.     (Applause.) 

Many  war  veterans  have  become  extremely 
proficient  at  mechanical  trades  during  the  war, 
and  would  undoubtedly  welcome  the  opportunity 
to  improve  these  properties  and  add  in  the  vicinity 
of  $10,000,000  in  taxable  value  to  city  property 
and  upon  which  there  is  no  income  at  the  present 
time,  nor  has  there  been  any  for  the  past  eight 
vears. 

Traffic. ' 

The  necessity  for  additional  arteries  for  the  relief 
of  traffic  congestion  has  been  a  subject  of  study  by 
State  Planning  Boards,  City  Planning  Boards  and 
other  agencies  for  a  considerable  period  of  time.  I 
believe  the  time  has  arrived  for  immediate  action, 
and  it  is  my  purpose  to  call  a  conference  in  the  near 
future  of  the  various  agencies  for  the  purpose  of 
definitely  determining,  without  further  delay,  on 
an  eauitable  solution. 

I  shall  file  a  bill  to  extend  Dartmouth  street 
with  a  bridge  across  the  Charles  river  to  Kendall 
square  and  making  provision  for  the  widening  of 
Dartmouth  street  and  Dedham  street  to  Albany 
street,  connecting  with  the  proposed  Fort  Point 
Channel  Underground  Highway,  thereby  providing 
a  direct  new  route  over  a  broad  highway  for  traffic 
from  the  South  Shore  to  Boston,  connecting  with 
the  East-West  proposed  sunken  highway,  thereby 
providing  traffic  relief  both  north  and  south. 
(Applause.) 

The  construction  of  the  sunken  highway  between 
Dorchester  avenue  and  Massachusetts  avenue  will 
make  possible  an  end  of  the  constant  opening  and 
delay  in  traffic  over  the  Dover  Street,  Broadway 
and  Dorchester  Avenue  Bridges,  which  today 
serve  but  one  tenant  and  yet  represent  a  consider- 
able annual  upkeep,  including  salaries  for 
attendants. 

I  favor  as  a  further  relief  for  traffic  congestion 
and  early  conference  with  the  officials  of  the  Boston 
&  Albany  Railroad  for  the  purpose  of  building  over, 
as  has  been  done  in  New  York,  the  trackage  of  the 
lines  between  Boylston  street  and  Huntington 
avenue. 

The  cooperative  spirit  displayed  by  the  officials 
of  the  New  York,  New  Haven  &  Hartford  Rail- 
road in  substituting  Diesel  engines  for  coal- 
burning  engines  upon  their  line  between  Boston 
and  Providence  has  reached  the  point  where  the 
chief  engineer  has  informed  me,'  after  several  con- 
ferences extending  over  many  months,  that  he  is 
hopeful  that  the  entire  line  between  Boston  and 
Providence  will  be  dieselized  by  January  15th. 

I  am  hopeful  that  a  similar  cooperative  attitude 
will  be  displayed  by  the  officials  of  the  Boston  & 
Albany  Railroad  and  the  Boston  &  Maine  Railroad 
to  the  end  that  within  the  coming  year  we  will 
have  complete  electrification  and  dicselization  of 
all  railroads  within  the  Boston  area. 

The  abandonment  of  coal-burning  locomotive 
engines  should  add  many  milUons  to  the  value  of 
properties  adjoining  these  railroads  in  the  areas 
where  these  railroads  operate,  since  it  would  mean 
an  end  to  cinders,  smoke,  dust,  dirt  and  noise. 
(Applause.) 

The/success  achieved  in  New  York  in  the  razing 
of  the  Sixth  Avenue  elevated  structure  with  the 
benefits  which  have  resulted  to  properties  on 
Sixth  avenue  justifies  the  belief  that  a  similar 
condition  will  obtain  in  the  event  of  the  removal 
of  the  elevated  structure  from  Sullivan  square  to 
Forest  Hills  and  the  substitution  therefor  of  a 
tunnel  or  bus  line.     (Loud  applause.) 

Believing  that  it  would  be  of  immeasurable 
benefit  to  the  city,  the  people,  and  property,  in 
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general,    I   have   drafted   a   bill   to   permit   of  the 
removal  of  the  elevated  structure. 

With  a  view  to  providing  relief  for  the  unbear- 
able traffic  conditions  in  the  downtown  section 
and  for  the  preservation  of  the  high-valued  retaii 
business  district  of  Boston,  I  have  drafted  a  bill 
for  a  garage  under  Boston  Common,  and  look 
forward  to  its  adoption.      (Loud  applause.) 

The  principal  objection  to  the  taking  of  any 
portion  of  Boston  Common  has  been  based  largely 
upon  historical  and  sentimental  grounds.  The 
fact  .remains,  however,  since  the  introduction  of 
rapid  transit,  the  subway  system,  a  portion  of 
Boston  Common  underground  as  well  as  above 
ground  has  been  utilized.  Any  further  extension 
of  usable  area  under  Boston  Common  for  the 
relief  of  traffic,  similar  to  that  which  today  is  in 
operation  in  San  Francisco,  would  provide  not 
only  immediate  relief  for  traffic  congestion  but 
would  return  a  reasonable  revenue  to  the  city 
annually.  Unquestionably,  the  revenue  will  be 
sufficient  to  amortize  the  entire  cost  within  twenty 
years.     It  should  be  done.     (Applause.) 

With  a  view  to  relieving  the  burden  on  owners 
of  real  estate,  I  propose  the  submission  of  a  bill 
making  provision  for  an  allocation  from  the 
Highway  Fund  of  the  state,  annually,  of  $1,000.- 
000  to  provide  for  such  additional  traffic  regula- 
tions and  officers  as  are  made  necessary  by  the 
increase  in  the  volume  of  motor  vehicles  oil  our 
highways. 

Legislation  of  this  character  is  necessary  due  to 
the  increased  cost  of  motor  vehicle  supervision 
which,  in  turn,  is  due  to  the  increase  in  the  number 
of  motor  vehicles  on  our  highways  which,  in  the 
year  1945,  represented  an  increased  cost  to  the 
city  in  excess  of  $600,000. 

Port  Development. 

The  creation  by  the  state  of  the  Board  of  Port 
Authority,  vesting  as  it  does  all  port  development 
in  the  state-created  Board,  leaves  to  the  city  little 
other  than  recommendations. 

In  my  judgment,  the  City  of  Boston  should 
control  and  operate  the  Army  Base.  In  the  past 
it  has  been  the  custom  to  lease  out  this  property, 
which  represents  an  investment  by  the  Federal 
Government  of  thirty  millions  of  dollars,  to  private 
interests  who  have  not  always  operated  the  busi- 
ness for  the  best  interests  of  the  state  or  city. 

Believing  that  the  time  has  arrived  for  this 
essential  development  to  serve  as  it  was  originally 
intended  it  should  serve,  namely,  the  city  and  its 
people,  I  have  drafted  legislation  turning  the  use 
and  operation  of  this  property  over  to  the  City 
of  Boston.  The  combination  of  rail  and  steam- 
ship facilities  which  obtain  at  the  Army  Base 
should  prove  attractive  to  shippers  and  travelers 
in  every  jjort  of  the  world  and  would  do  much  to 
give  to  Boston  the  place  it  once  occupied,  in  the 
forefront  of  commercial  cities. 

The  revenue  resulting  from  municipal  operation, 
with  a  sane  and  sound  policy  of  economy  and 
efficiency,  should  do  much  to  relieve  real  estate 
from  the  burden  now  imposed. 

Schools. 

The  School  Department  presents  a  real  problem, 
the  proper  solution  of  which  means  much  to  every 
individual  in  the  city,  and  more  particularly  to  the 
persons  employed  in  the  School  Department. 

It  is  difficult  to  understand  why  the  cost  of 
conducting  the  School  Department  increases  as  the 
number  of  pupils  decreases;  likewise  the  number  of 
teachers  has  been  decreased. 

In  1933,  the  schools  of  Boston  had  about  137,000 
pupils,  while  today  thev  have  but  96,000  or  about 
41,000  less  than  in  1933,  and  with  some  540  less 
teachers  in  attendance.  Yet  the  cost  of  conducting 
the  School  Department  in  1945  was  $18,057,769.50, 
as  against  $15,230,000  in  1933. 

I  would  like  to  know  why  it  is,  with  less  populace 
and  no  increase  in  salaries,  and  with  some  540  less 
teachers,  there  should  be  this  increase. 

It  is  my  purpose  to  arrange  a  conference  at  an 
early  date  between  the  School  Committee  and  the 
teaching  staffs  with  a  view  to  the  development  of  a 
program  for  reducing  the  cost  of  operating  the 
schools  that  would  more  nearly  conform  with  the 
reduction  in  the  number  of  pupils. 

The  excessive  cost  of  conducting  school  activi- 
ties over  which  the  Mayor  of  the  city  has  no  con- 
trol, would,  in  my  judgment,  render  it  advisable 
to  introduce  legislation  providing  that  the  Mayor 
shall  have  an  absolute  veto  power  over  the  appro- 
priations of  the  School  Committee,  and  it  is  my 
purpose  to  further  legislation  to  that  end. 


The  accepted  practice  in  a  majority  of  the 
states,  the  purpose  of  which  is  to  assist  in  relieving 
cities  and  towns,  in  part,  of  the  cost  of  education, 
provides  that  from  25  to  35  per  cent  shall  be 
reimbursed  to  the  cities  and  towns  by  the  state. 

Relief  of  this  character  is  not  onlv  desirable  but 
vitally  essential  if  the  educational  institutions  of 
our  cities  and  towns  are  to  serve  the  purpose 
intended;  and,  accordingly,  I  have  drafted  legisla- 
tion to  be  submitted  to  the  General  Court  making 
provision  for  this  essential  relief,  since  at  the 
present  time  Boston  receives  but  about  8  per  cent 
from  the  state,  and  other  cities  and  towns  about 
the  same  proportion. 

Hospitals  and  Health. 

The  recent  disclosures  with  reference  to  the 
operation  of  what  at  one  time  was  considered  the 
finest  municipal  hospital  in  America,  and,  in  addi- 
tion, the  current  information  with  reference  to  the 
operation  of  Long  Island  Hospital,  is  food  for 
serious  thought  for  every  individual. 

There  are  none  of  us  that  know  when  we  may 
go  to_  either  of  those  two  institutions.  There  is  a 
certainty,  if  one  remains  in  politics  long  enough, 
he  will  go  to  the  latter  eventually.  So  I  would  like 
to  see  them  kept  up  properly,  with  that  in  mind. 
(Laughter.) 

At  the  present  time  at  Boston  City  Hospital 
there  are  some  140  chronic  cases  that  should  be 
treated  at  Long  Island  Hospital  but.  cannot  be 
treated  there  because  of  conditions  that  obtain  at 
that  institution. 

Little,  if  any,  repairs  have  been  made  during 
the  past  eight  years,  until  prior  to  the  recent  elec- 
tion, with  general  deterioration  and  decay,  and 
the  nursing  situation  is  one  that  should  not  be 
tolerated.  In  prior  years,  at  Long  Island  Hospi- 
tal for  the  aged,  a  nursing  school  was  maintained 
but  abolished  some  years  ago,  with  the  result 
that  today  aged  and  sick  patients  are  acting  as 
nurses  to  other  patients  due  to  the  impossibility 
of  securing  the  necessary  nurses  due  to  the  aban- 
donment of  the  nurses'  school. 

What  is  true  in  the  case  of  nurses  is  also  true  in 
the  case  of  medical  and  surgical  services.  The 
conditions  at  Long  Island  emphasize  the  need  of 
the  transfer  of  its  inmates  to  the  mainland,  and  it 
is  my  purpose  to  confer  with  the  City  Hospital 
Trustees  and  other  authorities  at  an  early  date  to 
take  the  steps  at  once  which  conditions  demand 
be  taken,  for  the  preservation  of  the  lives  of  the 
inmates. 

With  the  advances  that  have  been  made  in  the 
care  and  cure  of  children's  diseases,  it  is  possible 
that  the  entire  South  Department  at  the  City 
Hospital  may  be  turned  over  at  once  for  the  care 
and  treatment  of  aged  people  now  at  the  Long 
Island  Infirmary,  and,  in  the  event  that  it  proves 
impossible,  a  site  should  be  selected  upon  the 
mainland  for  this  purpose,  since  our  first  obliga- 
tion is  to  the  sick  and  the  aged  wards  of  our  city. 
(Applause.) 

The  beneficial  effects  that  have  resulted  at  the 
L  Street  Bath  from  the  establishment  of  a  solarium 
for  men  afflicted  with  arthritis  or  rheumatism 
justify  the  belief  that  steps  should  be  taken  at 
once  for  the  establishment  of  a  similar  solarium 
for  women  and  children  at  the  women's  section  of 
the  L  Street  Bath,  and  it  is  my  purpose  to  recom- 
mend to  the  White  Fund  Trustees  at  their  first 
meeting  that  the  required  money  be  made  avail- 
able.     (Applause.) 

The  results  achieved  through  inoculation  and 
through  the  installation  of  glass  cubicles  in  the 
case  of  communicable  diseases  common  to  the 
young  are  almost  unbelievable. 

As  against  an  average  of  thirty-nine  deaths  from 
scarlet  fever  in  1932,  there  were  no  deaths  in  1944. 
In  the  case  of  diphtheria,  as  against  thirty-three 
deaths  in  1932,  there  was  but  one  death  in  1942, 
but  one  in  1943  and  but  two  in  1944. 

A  survey  disclosed  the  astounding  fact  that  the 
total  deaths  from  cancer,  scarlet  fever,  diphtheria 
and  tuberculosis  for  the  year  1944  were  but  1,838, 
while  the  number  of  deaths  from  heart  disease  was 
3,575,  or  nearly  twice  as  many  deaths  from  heart 
disease  as  from  diphtheria,  tuberculosis,  scarlet 
fever  and  cancer  combined. 

It  would  appear  absolutely  and  imperatively 
essential  that  a  clinic  for  heart  disease  is  one  of 
our  great  pressing  needs  and  should  be  established 
at  the  earliest  opportunity. 

The  establishment  of  a  clinic  building  centrally 
located  in  the  city  for  the  treatment  of  persons 
afflicted  with  high  mortality  diseases,  such  as  heart 
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disease,  cancer,  arthritis,  diabetes,  and  persons 
who  are  «i«-;i f  and  dumb,  will  be  recommended  to 
the  trustees  oi  the  White  Fund,  and  I  trust  they 
«ill  take  favorable  action. 

Suffolk  County  Expenses. 
I  favor  thf  adoption  of  a  bill  establishing  the 

Suffolk  County  Council  and  providing  for  equitable 
apportionment  of  expenses  of  Suffolk  County. 

The  bill  "ill  provide  for  the  establishment  of  a 
Suffolk  County  government  composed  of  the  mem- 
ol  the  Committee  on  County  Accounts  of  the 
City  Council  of  the  City  of  Boston,  ex  officio,  the 
President  of  the  Board  of  Aldermen  of  the  City  of 
( !helsea,  ex  officio,  the  President  of  the  City  Council 
of  the  City  of  Kevere,  ex  officio,  and  the  Chairman 
of  the  Board  of  Selectmen  of  the  Town  of  Win- 
throp,  ex  officio.  This  group,  to  be  known  as  the 
Suffolk  County  Council,  will  pass  upon  Suffolk 
County  expenditures,  to  be  equitably  apportioned 
among  the  cities  of  Boston,  Chelsea,  Revere  and 
the  town  of  Wintlirop,  instead  of  being  borne 
entirely  by  the  City  of  Boston. 

Welfare. 

In  the  majority  of  states  at  the  present  time,  the 
municipalities  are  reimbursed  on  an  average  of  80 
per  cent  of  expenditures  for  all  forms  of  welfare 
relief. 

At  the  present  time  the  amount  of  reimburse- 
ment by  the  State  of  Massachusetts  averages 
about  45  per  cent  as  contrasted  with  80  per  cent 
reimbursement  by  New  York  State  to  the  City  of 
New  York.  An  increase  in  the  revenue  from  the 
operations  of  horse  and  dog  tracks  would  provide 
a  measure  of  relief  that  is  sorely  needed  by  all  of 
the  cities  and  many  of  the  towns  of  the  Com- 
monwealth. 

Fire  Department. 

The  necessity  for  a  complete  investigation  and 
overhauling  of  this  department  is  apparent  to  the 
most  casual  observer.  In  fact,  the  subject  of 
undermanning  of  apparatus  is  today  a  general 
topic  of  discussion  both  by  the  public  and  the  press. 

Upon  the  question  of  apparatus,  the  National 
Board  of  Fire  Underwriters  directed  attention 
recently  to  the  failure  of  the  city  to  undertake 
an  adequate  program  for  the  replacing  of  old 
apparatus. 

The  equipment,  in  many  cases,  has  outlived  its 
usefulness,  and  a  complete  replacement  schedule, 
based  on  a  fifteen-year  life  expectancy  for  active 
service,  is  required  at  once  for  the  protection  of  the 
public.  During  the  past  fifteen  years  but  ten 
pumps  were  purchased  and  four  are  on  order.  In 
other  words,  only  fourteen  of  the  fifty  pumpers  in 
the  City  Fire  Department  are  not  over-age. 

In  the  same  period  of  time  five  ladder  trucks  and 
t  wo  tractors  were  acquired,  leaving  but  five  of  the 
thirty-one  in  the  Boston  Fire  Department  that  are 
not  over-age.  In  other  words,  they  have  not  been 
in  use  for  a  shorter  period  of  time  than  fifteen  years, 
about  five  years  more  than  the  life  of  the  average 
automobile — some  less  with  municipal  ones. 

The  necessity  for  a  relocation  of  housing,  a  better 
manning  of  apparatus  and  the  installment  of 
modern,  up-to-date  fire-fighting  equipment  is 
imperative. 

It  is  my  purpose  to  consult  the  War  and  Navy 
Departments  with  a  view  to  the  purchasing  by  the 
City  of  Boston  of  up-to-date  apparatus  now  located 
at  air  fields  or  training  stations  that  have  been 
abandoned  or  shall  shortly  be  abandoned  by  the 
Federal  Government,  which  should  represent  a 
considerable  saving  to  the  city  provided  the 
apparatus  can  be  secured. 

More  rigid  inspections  and  strict  enforcement  of 
the  building  laws  should  prevent  not  only  major 
disasters  but  mild  ones  as  well.     (Applause.) 

Public  Works  Department. 
What  is  true  of  the  equipment  in  the  Fire  Depart- 
ment is  equally  true  of  the  equipment  in  use  by  the 
Public  Works  and  Hospital  Departments,  most  of 
which  is  unfit  for  use  at  the  present  time  and  yet 
which  might  be  replaced  through  Federal  agencies 
at  a  minimum  of  cost. 

Planning  Board. 
The  City  of  Boston  Planning  Board  was  organ- 
ized for  the  purpose  of  long-time  planning  with  a 
view  h  nation  of  waste  and  the  promotion 

of  economy  and  efficiency  in  the  administration  of 
municipal  departments. 


The  purpose  served  by  the  Planning  Board  prior 
to  Hie  past  eight  years  was  most  commendable, 
and  such  recommendations  as  were  adopted  were 
extremely  beneficial  to  the  city, 

1 1  is  my  purpose  to  aid  in  every  way  the  work  of 
(he  Planning  Board  which  has  proven  so  beneficial 
to  nation,  states,  and  such  cities  as  have  accepted 
major  recommendations  made  by  Planning  Boards 
established  therein. 

In  conjunction  with  the  activities  of  the  Planning 
Board,  it  would,  in  my  judgment,  be  advisable  to 
arrange  monthly  meetings  to  which  might  be 
invited,  for  participation  in  the  matter  of  long- 
range  planning  for  all  municipal  departments, 
leaders  representing  labor  and  capital. 

The  necessity  for  a  program  of  this  character 
has  been  proven  in  the  case  of  the  development  of 
recreation  facilities,  hospitalization,  and  the  placing 
upon  a  sound  financial  basis  of  our  public  school 
system  by  requiring  that  land  and  buildings  for 
educational  purposes  be  acquired  and  built  out  of 
tax  money.  We  adopted  that  in  1915.  We  have 
a  bonded  indebtedness  on  the  schools — at  that 
time  I  think  about  $20,000,000  in  excess  of  the 
actual  value  of  the  schools.  Today  the  schools 
are  free  of  debt,  representing  a  value  around 
$70,000,000,  because  they  put  it  on  a  pay-as-you-go 
basis. 

The  present  City  Hospital,  one  of  the  most 
modern  in  the  entire  nation,  was  constructed  with 
a  view  to  meeting  the  demands  of  the  next  half 
century;  the  development  of  our  recreational 
facilities,  including  the  Strandway  and  beaches 
along  the  waterfront,  was  created  with  the  same 
objective.  The  School  Department  likewise;  and 
we  can  profit  by  similar  development. 

In  1915,  the  School  Department  was  put  on  a 
pay-as-you-go  basis  rather  than  establishing  bonded 
indebtedness  on  land  and  structures  built  thereon 
for  educational  purposes,  with  the  result,  that  today 
the  city  has  ownership,  without  debt,  of  upwards 
of  some  $70,000,000  of  school  property  which,  had 
we  adhered  to  the  old  system,  today  would  be  sub- 
ject to  a  bonded  indebtedness  of  some  $50,000,000. 

Budget. 

The  necessity  for  the  re-establishment  of  the 
segregated  budget  put  in  operation  in  1916  and 
abandoned  in  recent  years  made  possible  the 
exercise  of  complete  control  over  all  municipal 
expenditures. 

The  recent  disclosures  of  wholesale  appoint- 
ments, depletion  of  department  funds,  increase  of 
salaries  largely  based  not  upon  merit  but  upon 
favoritism,  and  making  necessary  at  the  closing 
of  the  administration  wholesale  transfers  from  one 
department  to  another,  prove  that  the  segregated 
budget  is  essential  if  efficiency  is  to  replace  waste 
in  the  conduct  of  municipal  activities. 

The  general  public  are  of  the  opinion  today  that 
employees  of  the  city,  in  the  main,  are  not  fur- 
nishing an  adequate  return  for  the  wages  paid  to 
them  and  the  security  afforded  them  by  protection 
from  sickness  and  the  assurance  of  a  pension  for 
disability  or  old  age. 

I  have  no  means  of  determining,  other  than  by 
personal  observation  of  the  condition  of  streets, 
alleys  and  highways  generally,  as  to  the  truth  or 
falsity  of  the  impression  that  is  accepted.  How- 
ever I  shall  shortly  learn.  I  think  the  public 
knows  that  the  contractors  have  recently  been 
granted  a  10  per  cent  increase,  and  I  shall  give 
them  three  days  to  clean  up  the  filth  in  this  city. 
(Loud  applause  and  cheers.)  And  if  they  fail  to 
do  it  in  three  days,  I  shall  instruct  the  Law  De- 
partment to  take  the  necessary  steps  to  break  the 
contracts  at  once.  I  shall  guarantee  that  any 
employee  of  the  city  who  does  an  honest  day's 
work  need  have  no  fear  of  reprisal.  In  the  event, 
however,  he  fails  to  meet  requirements,  he  must 
be  prepared  to  accept  of  the  consequences.  The 
holiday  is  over. 

There  is  a  universal  complaint,  in  addition,  of 
lack  of  courtesy  by  the  officials  with  whom  the 
public  come  in  contact  in  City  Hall  and  elsewhere 
in  the  conduct  of  public  works  which  will  not  be 
tolerated  in  the  future. 

After  all,  we  are  all  servants  of  the  public,  al- 
though we  have  short  memories  at  times,  and  the 
taxes  paid  by  them  provide,  our  salaries.  Conse- 
quently, it  is  a  matter  of  duty  as  well  as  proper 
Americanism  to  extend  every  courtesy  to  those 
with  whom  we  come  in  contact  in  our  official 
positions. 

With  a  view  to  meeting  the  increased  cost  of 
living,   the  municipal  authorities  provided  for  an 
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emergency  compensation  of  $200  per  annum  for 
each  employee  of  the  city.  This  payment  has  now 
been  in  force  for  a  period  of  three  years  and,  while 
there  has  been  a  slight  reduction  in  the  cost  of 
living,  it  has  not  been  sufficient  to  offset  the  in- 
creased cost.  Consequently,  it  is  my  purpose  to 
continue  these  payments. 

Home  Rule  for  Massachusetts  Cities. 

Cincinnati  and  Cleveland  are  cited  as  examples 
of  near  perfection  in  city  government,  but  all  who 
extol  the  merits  of  the  Cincinnati  and  Cleveland 
governments  fail  to  tell  us  that  under  the  Con- 
stitution of  the  State  of  Ohio  the  voters  in  the 
cities  of  that  state  have  the  right  to  amend  their 
respective  charters  themselves.  In  other  words, 
Cincinnati,  Cleveland  and  other  Ohio  cities  have 
a  Home  Rule  right  that  does  not  obtain  in  Massa- 
chusetts. 

Until  such  time  as  Boston  and  other  Massa- 
chusetts cities  have  the  right  to  amend  their  own 
charters  as  they  do  in  Ohio,  the  people  will  con- 
tinue to  feel  they  have  no  Home  Rule  authority, 
but  must  go  along  in  the  groove  that  the  General 
Court  designs,  all  of  which  makes  for  a  defeatist 
complex  among  our  citizenry  and  kills  off  the 
adoption  of  a  progressive  program  in  the  respective 
cities  of  Massachusetts.  After  all,  no  one  knows 
the  need  of  a  municipality  better  than  the  voters 
who  live  therein. 

That  such  a  condition  should  exist  in  a  Common- 
wealth whose  governmental  keystone  since  the 
early  days  was  "Home  Rule"  is  beyond  compre- 
hension. But  the  sum  total  of  it  all  today  is  that 
citizens  in  the  towns  of  Massachusetts  have  "  town 
meeting"  and  "Home  Rule"  rights  that  city 
dwellers  are  denied. 

In  short,  if  you  live  in  a  Massachusetts  city,  you 
are  denied  many  fundamental  rights  that  your 
neighbor  in  an  adjoining  town  possesses.  In 
effect,  the  voter  is  penalized  in  a  great  measure  if 
he  lives  in  a  city  in  Massachusetts. 

Yet,  nowhere  in  the  Massachusetts  Constitution 
is  it  set  forth  that  the  authority  that  rests  with 
the  General  Court  to  grant  city  charters  and  create 
municipalities  also  permits  the  General  Court  to 
deny  liberties  to  the  city  dweller  that  the  man 
who  lives  in  a  town  enjoys.  It  is  a  legislative 
paradox — but  it  has  come  down  to  us  over  the 
years  because  no  one  does  anything  about  it. 

When  the  town  fathers  of  Boston  asked  for  a 
city  charter  around  1820,  which  was  granted  later 
by  the  General  Court,  the  one  thing  that  dis- 
turbed the  Bostonians  was  the  fear  that  they 
might  lose  some  of  the  rights  that  they  cherished 
as  "townsmen"  in  making  the  change  to  city 
government.  (Ennst,  Constitutional  History  of 
Boston.) 

It  is  needless  to  say  that  if  prominent  members 
of  the  committee  that  requested  a  change  from 
town  to  city  government,  including  John  Phillips, 
Josiah  Quincy,  Jacob  Rhodes,  Redford  Webster 
and  George  Blake,  were  to  view  the  absence  of 
Home  Rule  in  Boston  today,  they  would  be  found 
in  the  forefront  of  the  battle  for  a  greater  measure 
of  Home  Rule  for  Massachusetts  cities  which 
would  do  much  to  wipe  out  many  of  the  evils  that 
obtain  at  present  in  Massachusetts  municipalities. 

Fortunately,  we  have  a  progressive  General 
Court  at  present,  and  I,  for  one,  feel  that  from 
now  on  we  can  expect  a  greater  measure  of  Home 
Rule  in  the  cities  of  our  Commonwealth.  The 
present  General  Court  is  fully  alive  to  the  fact 
that  a  prosperous  Boston  means  better  conditions 
for  the  entire  Commonwealth.  Yes,  even  for  all 
New  England!  This  is  evidenced  by  recent 
legislation  and  reports  of  legislative  recess  com- 
mittees— they  want  to  help,  and  it  is  a  good  omen 
for  the  future. 

There  is  nothing  more  stimulating  to  local  pride 
than  for  the  citizen  of  a  local  body  politic  to  be 
left  to  work  out  his  own  destiny.  Individual 
initiative  is  the  American  trait  that  will  bring 
results  in  any  local  body  politic. 

Now  we  are  on  the  threshold  of  an  era  where 
all  want  to  get  things-  done — the  mistakes  of  the 
past  are  behind  us — let  Beacon  Hill  work  hand 
in  hand  for  the  betterment  of  Boston  and  other 
cities,  and  then  we  can  go  ahead — for  the  prosperity 
of  Boston  means  prosperity  for  all  Massachusetts. 
(Applause.) 

Conclusion. 

I  have  endeavored  to  portray  the  city  and  its 
condition  as  I  view  it  and,  frankly,  the  picture  is 
most  drab.  The  task  confronting  us  is  one  that 
calls  for  experience,  courage,  vision  and  unity  of 


action  by  all  agencies  interested  in  restoring 
Boston  to  the  position  which  it  should  rightfully 
hold. 

The  past  of  our  city  is  both  inspiring  and 
glorious;  the  present  should  prove  a  test  of  our 
right  to  the  heritage  which  is  ours  as  citizens  of 
Boston;  the  future  placed  in  our  keeping  is  what 
we,  by  unity  of  action,  sincerity  of  purpose  and 
intelligent  direction,  see  fit  to  make  it.  No 
individual  can  face  the  solution  of  a  task  as  great 
as  that  which  confronts  us  in  the  present  hour 
without  the  united  and  wholehearted  support  of 
all  agencies. 

In  the  work  confronting  us  it  is  essential  and 
imperative  that  the  City  Council  have  a  full  appre- 
ciation of  the  responsibility  that  is  theirs  in  aiding 
me  in  the  work  of  establishing  our  city  once  more 
upon  a  sound,  efficient  and  economical  basis  for  the 
benefit  of  all  the  people. 

The  problems  of  adversity  are  seldom  greater 
than  the  problems  of  prosperity.  Yet  they  can 
only  be  overcome  by  concerted  action  and  com- 
plete cooperation — and  this,  I  trust,  I  shall  receive 
from  the  public  at  large. 

There  are  many  persons  who  favor  a  change 
from  Home  Rule  and  government  of  the  people, 
by  the  people  and  for  the  people  to  government  by 
commissions  in  which  the  people  will  have  little 
voice.  This  trend  of  thought  is  based  largely 
upon  the  assumption  that  popular  government 
and  Home  Rule  have  failed  of  their  purpose  in 
that  they  have  not  been  conducted  in  an  efficient 
and  economical  manner. 

It  represents  a  challenge  to  the  believers  in 
Home  Rule  and  popular  government  and  can  only 
be  met  through  efficient,  economical  and  honest 
discharge  of  our  duties  and  our  obligations. 
(Applause.) 

I  am  in  no  sense  fearful  of  the  result,  provided 
there  is  proper  cooperation  by  all  of  the  services 
of  the  city  and  honest  judgment  by  the  public  at 
large,  that  we  shall  meet  the  most  exacting  re- 
quirements and  in  conformity  with  the  inscription 
which  appears  on  the  City  Seal  which  sets  forth, 
"As  God  was  with  our  Fathers,  so  may  He  be 
with  us." 

That  Divine  Providence  may  guide  us  in  our 
deliberations  in  the  solution  of  the  problems  which 
must  be  solved,  the  final  solution  of  which  will 
bring  comfort  to  those  heavily  laden  and  greater 
honor  and  glory  to  our  beloved  city,  should  be  the 
sincere  prayer  of  every  citizen.  (Prolonged  ap- 
plause, the  audience  standing.) 

Chairman  HYNES — It  is  now  my  pleasure  to 
introduce  Matthew  Reilly,  who  will  sing  "Ave 
Maria." 

("Ave  Maria"  was  then  sung  by  Matthew 
Reilly.) 

Benediction   by   Monsignor   James   F.    Kelly. 
Monsignor  JAMES  F.  KELLY— May  the  bless- 
ing of  Almighty  God,  the  Father,  Son  and  Holy 
Ghost,   descend  upon  you  and   remain   with   you 
always.     Amen. 

Chairman  HYNES — As  a  fitting  climax  to 
these  exercises,  Madam  Rose  Zulalian  will  sing 
"The  Star-Spangled  Banner." 

("The  Star-Spangled  Banner"  was  then  sung  by 
Madam  Rose  Zulalian.) 

Chairman  HYNES — The  audience  will  please  be 
seated  for  a  moment.  Mayor  Curley  will  perform 
his  first  act  as  Mayor  of  the  City  of  Boston. 

Mayor  CURLEY — Ladies  and  gentlemen,  a 
very  pleasant  task  has  been  conferred  upon  me, 
and  yet  a  very  sad  one.  We  rejoice,  of  course, 
that  the  war  is  over.  In  our  own  small  household 
on  Christmas  Day,  for  the  first  time  in  three  years, 
the  four  boys  in  the  service  broke  bread  with  us. 
And  what  was  true  in  our  own  case  undoubtedly 
was  true  in  the  case  of  many  other  homes.  But 
there  were  homes  where  there  was  a  vacant  chair. 
There  were  homes  where  some  one  was  missing,  so 
it  took  all  the  happiness,  in  large  measure,  out  of 
Christmas.  And  in  the  hospitals  throughout 
the  land,  in  the  hospitals  throughout  the  world, 
could  be  found  fine  American  boys  who  suffered 
the  loss  of  an  arm  or  a  leg,  or  vision,  or  mind  gone. 
Those  with  their  minds  gone  continued  fighting. 
The  war  did  not  end  recently  for  them.  Only 
death  can  end  the  war  for  them.  There  is  little 
that  we  can  do  for  them;  there  is  much  that  we 
should  do  for  them.  A  group  of  those  boys  from 
neighboring  hospitals  around  Massachusetts,  who 
have  suffered  the  loss  of  an  arm  or  a  leg  or  great 
bodily  injuries  have  come  here  today,  at  great 
inconvenience,  as  our  guests.  They  will  have 
dinner  together   and  go  to  the  theatre  together. 


a 


CITY     COUNCIL. 


(Mayor  Curley's  closing  remark  was  aocompanied 
by  the  singing  ol  "Mj  Buddy"  by  Marion  Mul 
hall.) 

Mayoi    CI  RLE'i      1    wanl    to  thank   everyone 
nt  for  their  presence  here,  and  wish  tot  them, 
every  one,  God's  blessing,  and  the  same  for  our 
city.     (Applause.) 

This  olosed  the  inaugural  cei and  the 

Mayor  and  suite  and  the  audience  filed  out  to  the 
strains  of  "  Hie  Coronation  March  Recessional," 

at    12.15  p.   in. 


MEETING     OF    THE    CITY    CO!  M   U 
City  Hall.  Monday,  January  7.  1946, 

1'Ih'  City  Council  of  1946  was  called  to  ordi  i  in 
louncu  Chamber,  City  Hall,  by  Coun.  LANE, 
Senior  Member,  at  12.30  p.  m. 

I'll.-  meeting  was  opened  with  the  salute  to  the 
Flag. 

A  io|i  eall  showed  that  all  members  were  present, 
a-  follows:  James  S.  Coffey,  Ward  I;  Michael  Leo 
Kinsella,  Ward  2;  Joseph  RuSSO,  Ward  3;  Perlie 
Dyar  Chase,  Ward  4;  James  C.  Bayley,  Jr.,  Ward 
.*)■  Joseph  M.  Scannell,  Ward  6;  Thomas  E.  Lin- 
ehan  Ward  7;  William  F.  Hurley,  Ward  8;  Daniel 
F.  Sullivan,  Ward  9;  William  A.  Carey,  Ward  HI; 
William  A.  Moriarty,  Ward  11;  Milton  Cook 
Ward  12-  Thomas  J.  Harmon,  Ward  13;  Isadore 
II.  V.  Muchnick,  Ward  14;  John  B.  Kelly,  Ward 
15;  Philip  Austin  Fish,  Ward  Hi;  William  Joseph 
Keenan  Watd  17;  Miehael  H.  Cant  well.  Ward  18; 
Chomas  L.  McCormack,  Ward  19;  Walter  I). 
Bryan  Ward  20;  Edmund  \'.  Lane,  Ward  21; 
Edward  C.  Madden,  Ward  22. 

Chairman  I.ANE — The  clerk  will  read  a  message 
from  his  Honor  the  Mayor. 


LOAN     IN    ANTICIPATION    OF    REVENUE. 
The  following  was  received: 

Citv  of  Boston, 
Office  of  the  Mayor,  January  7,  1946. 
To  the  City  Council. 

Gentlemen, — I  am  in  receipt  of  the  attached 
communication  from  the  City  Auditor.  In  ac- 
cordance with  the  recommendation  contained 
therein  I  submit  an  order  providing;  for  the  issuance 
in  anticipation  of  the  revenue  receipts  of  the  year 
1946  of  temporary  notes  in  an  amount  not  to 
exceed  540.000,000.  I  respectfully  recommend 
consideration  and  adoption  of  this  order  by  your 
Honorable  Body. 

Respectfully, 
James  M.  Curley,  Mayor. 

City  of  Boston, 
Auditing  Department,  January  7,  1940. 
Hon.  James  M.  Curley, 

Mayor  of  Boston. 
Dear  Sir. — It  is  customary  to  submit  to  the  City 
Council  at  its  first  meeting  in  the  New  Year  an 
order  authorizing  the  issuance  as  needed  during 
the  year  of  temporary  loans  in  anticipation  of 
revenue  receipts.  Last  year  the  maximum  amount 
of  temporary  borrowing  authorized  by  the  Council 
was  $40,000,000.  I  respectfully  recommend  that 
an  order  in  this  amount  be  submitted  to  the  City 
i  louneil  for  consideration  and  adoption. 
Respectfully, 

Charles  J.  Fox, 

City  Auditor. 

Ordered.  That  to  provide  temporarily  money  to 

meet  the  appropriations  for  the  financial  year  1940, 

tie-  City  Treasurer  be.  and  hereby  is,  authorized  to 

and  sell,  at  Bueh  times  and  in  such  amounts 

i  may  deem  best ,  notes  or  certificates  of  indebl  - 

-    of    tie-    City    of    Boston    not    exceeding 

$40,000,001)    in     the    total,    in    anticipation    of    the 

revenue  of  the  financial  year;  that  till  such  notes 
or  certificates  of  indebtedness  be  made  payable 
with  the  interest  thereon  within  one  year  of  their 
date  rind  hear  interest  from  their  date  until  the 
are  made  payable  tit  such  rate  as  the  City 

irer    and    the    Mayor    may    determine.      The 

■  i  by    furl  her   authorized 
to    n-new    oi    refund    any    such    notes    issued    for    a 

■  r  period  than  one  year,  under  the  provisions 

of  section  17  of  chapter  44  oi  the  General  Laws.  ■ 

The  question   came  on   giving   the  order  its  first 

reading,    and     thi  lied     the-    roll,    and     the 

read and    passage, 

22. 


Yeas  Coun,  Bayley,  Bryan,  Cantwell,  Carey, 
Chase,  Coffey,  Cook,  Fish,  Hannon,  Hurley, 
Keenan,  Kelly,  Kinsella,  Lane,  Linehan,  Madden, 
VlcCormaok,  Moriarty,  Muchnick,  Russo,  Scan- 
nell,  Sullivan — 22. 

Nays— 0. 

Chairman  I, A  N 10  —  I'wenl  .\  -t wo  votes  being  in 
the  affirmative,   the  order    is  given  its  first  reading. 

Coun.  COFFE1      Mr.  Chairman. 

Chairman  LANE — For  what  purpose  does  the 
gentleman  rise? 

Coun.  COFFEY — I  nunc  reconsideration. 

Chairman  LANE — Speaking  on  the  motion. 
Councilor  ( loffej 

Coun.  COFFEY— Mr,  President,  I  would  like  to 
have  it  explained  to  me  fullv  iust  what  this 
$  10,000,000  is  for. 

Coun.  HANNON — Mr.  President,  in  answer  to 
the  gentleman  from  Ward  1  (Coun.  Coffey),  this 
is  a  matter  the  subject  of  which  we  do  each  year, 
in  order  to  supply  money  in  anticipation  of  taxes 
to  carry  on  regular  salaries  and  operating  expenses 
of  this  city,  pending  the  adoption  of  the  budget. 

Coun.  COFFEY — I  withdraw  my  motion  and 
ask  unanimous  consent  to  be  recorded  as  voting 
yes. 

Chairman  LANE — Councilor  Coffey  has  with- 
drawn his  motion.  Will  the  clerk  please  record 
Councilor  Coffey  in  the  affirmative? 

The  older  was  thereupon  declared  passed, 
22  to  0. 

Chairman  LANE— The  Chair  now  recognizes 
Councilor  Hurley. 


REFERENCE    OF  UNFINISHED   BUSINESS. 

Coun.  HURLEY  offered  the  following: 
Ordered,  That  all  matters  of  unfinished  business 
referred   to   this   City   Council   by   the   preceding 
City  Council  be  hereby  referred  to  the  appropriate 
committees  when  appointed. 
The  order  was  passed. 


TEMPORARY     EXECUTIVE     COMMITTEE. 

Coun.  HANNON  offered  the  following: 
Ordered,  That  all  the  members  of  the  Council 

compose  a  temporary  Executive  Committee,   the 

chairman  to  be  designated  by  the  presiding  officer; 

said  chairman  to  serve  until  permanent  committees 

are  appointed. 

The  order  was  passed. 


ADOPTION   OF   TEMPORARY   RULES. 

Coun.  HANNON  offered  the  following: 

Ordered,  That  the  rules  of  the  City  Council 
of  1945,  except  Rules  14,  25  and  35,  be  adopted 
as  temporary  rules  of  this  Council  until  permanent 
rules  are  adopted. 

Coun.  CAREY— I  think  it  might  be  well,  for 
the  benefit  of  the  new  members,  for  the  Chair  to 
acquaint  the  Council  with  the  rules  that  are  to  be 
excepted  for  the  time  being. 

Chairman  LANE — The  rules  that  are  to  be 
excepted  are  those  applying  to  committees. 

The  order  was  passed. 


PREPARATION   OF   RULES   FOR    1940-1947. 

Coun.  HANNON  offered  the  following: 
Ordered,  That  a  committee  of  five  members  be 
appointed  by  the  President  to  prepare  and  report 
rules  to  govern  the  proceedings  of  the  City  Council 
of  1940-47. 

The  order  was  passed. 


APPOINTMENT  OF  SPECIAL  COMMITTEES. 

Coun.  HANNON  offered  the  following: 

Ordered,  That  special  committees  be  appointed 
by  the  President  to  consider  the  subjects  indicated 
by  their  titles  and  such  other  matters  as  may  be 
referred  to  them  from  time  to  time,  viz.: 

Building  Code,  five  members. 

Constables,  three  members. 

Hospitals,  seven  members. 

Parks  and    Playgrounds,  five  members. 

Post  War  Planning,  five  members. 

Public  Safety,  five  members. 

Public     Welfare,     five     members 

Voting  Machines,  seven   members. 

The  order  was  passed. 


JANUARY    7,     1946. 


_       PRINTING  OF  MUNICIPAL  REGISTER,  ETC  . 

!     Coun.  HANNON  offered  the  following: 

Ordered,  That  the  Statistics  Department  be 
authorized,  under  the  direction  of  the  Committee 
on  Rules,  to  prepare  and  have  printed  the  Munici- 
pal Register  for  the  current  year;  and  that  the 
Clerk  of  Committees  be  authorized  to  prepare  and 
have  printed  a  pocket  edition  of  the  Organization 
of  the  City  Government;  the  expense  of  said 
register  and  organization  to  be  charged  to  the 
appropriation  for  City  Documents. 
The  order  was  passed. 


BALLOT   FOR   PRESIDENT. 

On  motion  of  Coun.  HURLEY,  duly  seconded, 
the  Council  voted  to  ballot  for  the  election  of  a 
President  of  the  Council  for  the  year  1946. 

Coun.  COFFEY— Mr.  President,  well,  I  suppose 
I  might  as  well  start  the  New  Year  off  right;  I 
usually  do.     Today  we  are  going  to  ballot  for  the 
President  of  this  Body.     I  have  had  the  pleasure — 
I  might  not  call  it  a  pleasure,  I  probably  could  say 
I  made  the  mistake  in  the  past — of  voting  for  some 
who  were  elected  to  the  presidency  of  this  Council. 
Today,  in  Symphony  Hall,  I  kind  of  got  a  little 
bit  sick  to  my  stomach.     I  was  standing  in  the 
corridor,  and  I  walked  into  his  Honor,   the  new 
Mayor,  James  M.  Curley.     While  I  was  talking  to 
him,  Frank  Kelly  came  over  and  butted  into  the 
conversation,  and  said  to  the  Mayor,  "Why  don't 
you  ask  Jim  Coffey  while  he  is  here  to  vote  for  my 
brother  John?"     I  asked  the   Mayor,    "Are  you 
with    John    Kelly?"     He    hesitated,    and    I   said, 
"Are  you  with  him?  "     He  hesitated  a  second  time. 
The  third  time  I  asked  him  if  he  was  with  John 
Kelly,  he  hesitated,  and  Frank  Kelly  stepped  into 
the  picture  and  said,  "He  will  be  with  him,  Jim, 
for  me."     I  said,   "You  don't  mean  anything  to 
me."     Now,  I  might  have  voted  for  anybody  that 
Jim  Curley  asked  me  to  vote  for,  but  I  am  damned 
sure  I  am  not  going  to  ask  anyone  to  vote  for  some 
one  who  voted  against  Jim  Curley.     I  think  I  was 
the  only  one  that  took  the  public  platform  in  this 
last  mayoralty  contest  and  came  out  openly  for 
Jim  Curley,  and  my  ward  shows  it.     He  got  the 
biggest  vote  in  Ward  1  of  any  vote  in  the  entire 
city,  right  in  East  Boston,  even  though  Johnnie 
Kerrigan    opened    up    the    East    Boston    Relief 
Station.     I  told  the  people  they  owed  nothing  to 
Johnnie  Kerrigan  for  opening  that  hospital,  that 
he   was   made   Mayor  of   Boston   because   of  my 
twelfth    vote.     When   he   had    eleven   votes    and 
couldn't  get  that  twelfth  vote,  and  on  the  third 
ballot  he  was  going  to  be  dumped  out,  and  had 
that  fourth  ballot  been  taken  there  wouldn't  be 
anyone  voting  for  Johnnie  Kerrigan,   I  gave  him 
that  twelfth  vote.     And  the  only  thing  I  asked 
Johnnie  Kerrigan  when  I  gave  him  my  vote  was 
that    he    would    open    that    Relief    Station.     He 
agreed  to,  and  didn't  keep  his  word,  and  opened 
the  hospital  only  before  the  last  election.     So  he 
got  only  a  measley  vote  in  East  Boston.     Now,  I 
can't  see  Curley  playing  dead  soft  for  somebody 
who   wasn't  with  him.     I  fought  Tobin  up  here 
five  years,  and  if  I  have  to  fight  Curley  for  one 
year,  that  is  all  right,  but  I  don't  want  him  or 
anybody  else  sticking  their  nose  into  this  Body. 
I  said  it  time  and  time  again,  that  we  are  a  power- 
ful group,  and  we  don't  know  it.     Jim  Curley  can't 
draw  his  pay  unless  we  say  so.     He  can't  draw  one 
nickel.     He  can't  spend  five  cents  of  the  taxpayers' 
money   this   year — if   eleven   of   us   say   he   can't 
spend  it,  he  just  can't  spend  it.     And  as  far  as  his 
own  salary  is  concerned,  I  say  he  can't  even  draw 
that  if  eleven  of  us  refuse  to  pass  the  budget  in 
which  his  salary  will  be,     I  might  have  been  with 
anybody  that  Curley  picked,  but  I  can't  see  Curley 
picking  a  man  who  was  out  night  after  night,  not 
only    in    halls,    but    on    street    corners,    speaking 
against  Curley  for  Mayor,  and  speaking  for  one  of 
his  opponents.     His  brother  doesn't  enter  into  the 
picture   as  far  as   I   am   concerned   at   all.     His 
brother   was   with   Curley,   John   Kelly  was   with 
Tobin   and   Kerrigan.     So   I   say,    Mayor   Curley 
doesn't  owe  anything  to  John  Kelly.     And  I  hold 
nothing  against  John  Kelly.     And  I  have  never 
stopped  speaking  to  anybody  in  this  Body,  as  long 
as  I  have  been  in  here.     I  have  had  my  fights  in 
here,  but  they  are  forgotten  as  soon  as  I  step  out 
the  door.     But  I   think  that  Curley  started  the 
new  fourth  term  wrong.     If  it  is  claimed  that  he 
is    sincerely    with    the    councilor    from    Ward    15 
(Coun.   Kelly) — I  doubt  it  very  much.     I   don't 


know  what  part  the  councilors  took,  if  they  took 
any  part,  in  the  last  mayoralty  fight,  but  I  didn't 
only  take  the  stump  for  Jim  Curley,  I  spoke  on  the 
platform.  I  spoke  at  four  rallies.  Jim  Curley 
sat  there  and  listened  to  me  speak,  and  I  eulogized 
him.  And  now,  lo  and  behold,  we  are  not  up  here 
ten  minutes  when  it  is  whispered  around  that 
Curley  wants  Kelly.  I  don't  believe  it.  He 
might  have  been  put  on  the  spot  in  the  presence  of 
Frank  Kelly,  and  he  might  have  asked  one  or  two 
councilors  to  go  along,  but  the  great  majority  of 
the  councilors  that  I  talked  to  said  that  they  were 
not  approached.  Now,  I  was  with  him.  Why 
wasn't  I  approached?  I  was  not.  I  have  not 
seen  Curley  from  November  6  until  this  morning. 
So  I  don't  think  that  Curley  started  the  year  off 
right  by  picking  somebody,  if  he  is  picking  him, 
and  asking  the  members  of  the  Council,  if  he  is 
asking  them,  to  go  along  and  support  a  man  who 
was  not  with  him.  I  make  a  motion  at  this  time 
that  we  adjourn. 

A  vote  was  taken,  and  the  motion  was  not  passed. 
Coun.    COFFEY   doubted   the  vote,   and   asked 
for  a  roll  call. 

Coun.  RUSSO— Mr.  President. 
Chairman  LANE — For  what  purpose  does  the 
gentleman  rise? 
Coun.  RUSSO — A  point  of  information. 
Chairman  Lane — State  your  point  of  informa- 
tion. 

Coun.  RUSSO — Do  I  understand  correctly  that 
the  motion  is  to  adjourn  until  two  o'clock? 

Chairman  LANE — As  I  understand,  the  motion 
is  to  adjourn  until  two  o'clock. 

The  roll  was  called,  with  the  following  result: 
Yeas — Coun.   Carey,   Coffey,   Keenan,   Kinsella, 
Linehan,  Moriarty,  Russo,  Sullivan — 8. 

Nays— Coun.  Bayley,  Bryan,  Cantwell,  Chase, 
Cook,  Hurley,  Kelly,  Lane,  Madden,  McCormack, 
Muchnick,  Scannell — 12. 

The  motion  to  adjourn  until  two  o'clock  was 
not  carried. 

Coun.  SCANNELL— Mr.  President. 
Chairman  LANE — For  what  purpose  does  the 
gentleman  rise? 

Coun.  SCANNELL — To  make  a  statement. 

Chairman    LANE — Is    there    any    objection  to 

Councillor    Scannell    making    a    statement?     No 

objection  being  voiced,  you  may  make  a  statement. 

Coun.    SCANNELL— Mr.    Chairman,    I    move 

that  when  we  adjourn  we  adjourn  for  one  week. 

Chairman  LANE — That  motion  is  unnecessary 

because  the  next  regular  meeting  will  be  on  next 

Monday. 

Coun.  SCANNELL — I ;  now  move  we  adjourn 
until  next  Monday. 

Chairman  LANE — The  motion  is  out  of  order. 
We  have  just  had  a  roll  call,  and  a  motion  with  a 
similar  purpose,  which  was  denied.  The  question 
now  before  the  Body  is  to  proceed  to  the  election 
of  a  President  for  this  Bodv  for  1946. 
Coun.  COFFEY— Mr.  President. 
Chairman  LANE — For  what  purpose  does  the 
gentleman  rise? 

Coun.  COFFEY — To  make  a  motion  that  we 
recess  until  2.30. 

Chairman  LANE — The  motion  is  out  of  order. 
The  clerk  will  call  the  roll  on  the  election  of 
President  of  this  Body  for  1946.  Each  councilor, 
as  his  name  is  called,  will  respond  in  a  clear  tone. 
The  roll  was  called,  with  the  following  result: 
For  John  B.  Kelly — Coun.  Cantwell,  Cook, 
Kelly,    Kinsella,    Lane,   McCormack,   Russo — 7. 

For  Perlie  Dyar  Chase — -Coun.  Bayley,  Bryan, 
Scannell — 3. 

For  Michael  Leo  Kinsella — Coun.  Chase, 
Linehan — 2. 

For  William  A.  Carey — Coun.  Hannon, 
Moriarty — 2. 

For  James  S.  Coffey — Coun.  Sullivan — 1. 
For  Philip  Austin  Fish — Coun.  Keenan — 1. 
For  William  F.   Hurley — Coun.   Muchnick — 1. 
For  Edmund  V.  Lane — Coun.  Madden — 1. 
For  Thomas  E.  Linehan — Coun.  Hurley — 1. 
For  Edward  C.  Madden— Coun.  Coffey— 1. 
For  Thomas  L.  McCormack — Coun.  Fish — 1. 
For  Daniel  F.  Sullivan — Coun.  Carey — 1. 
And  there  was  no  choice. 

Chairman  LANE — A  total  of  7  votes  for  Coun. 
Kelly;  Councilor  Chase,  3;  Councilor  Kinsella,  2; 
Councilor  Sullivan,.  1;  Councilor  Madden,  1; 
Councilor  McCormack,  1;  Councilor  Carey,  2; 
Councilor  Fish,  1 ;  Councilor  Hurley,  1 ;  Councilor 
Coffey,  1 ;  Councilor  Lane,  1 ;  Councilor  Linehan, 
1;  Councilor  Madden,  1;  Councilor  McCormack, 
1;  Councilor  Sullivan,  1.  And  there  is  no  choice. 
Coun.  SCANNELL— Mr.  President. 
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OlTY     COUNCIL. 


Chairman  LANE- For  what  purpose  doe*  the 
gentleman  rise? 

Coun.  SCANNELL-  A  point  of  information. 

Chairman  LANE — State  your  point  of  infor- 
mation. 

Coun.  SCANNELL — Is  the  jury  box  here  so 
«<•  can  draw  the  jurors? 

Chairman  LANE — Yes,  one  venire  is  already 
here,  and  more  are  coming. 

Coun,  SCANNELL — I  move  that  we  adjourn 
until  tour  o'clock,  or  until  3.30. 


RECESS. 

On  motion  of  Coun.  SCANNELL  -a  recess  was 
taken  at  1.07  p.  m.  until  3.30.  The  members 
reassembled  in  the  Council  Chamber  at  3.30  p.  m., 
and  were  called  to  order  by  Chairman  HURLEY. 


JURORS   DRAWN. 

Jurors  were  drawn,  the  Mayor  presiding  at  the 
jury  box,  as  follows: 

Sixty-one  traverse  jurors,  Superior  Criminal 
Court,  to  appear  February  4,  1946: 

Warren  F.  Dole,  Ward  2;  Francis  J.  Flaherty, 
Ward  2;  Bernard  J.  Monagle,  Ward  2;  John  J. 
O'Connell,  Ward  2:  Giovanni  Nivani,  Ward  3; 
Anthony  Simboli,  Ward  3;  Israel  Slate,  Ward  3; 
Edward  F.  S.  Bryan,  Ward  4;  William  Cushman, 
Ward  4;  Thomas  Perdue,  Ward  4;  Frederick  W. 
Gillispie,  Ward  5;  Fisher  H.  Pearson,  Ward  5; 
Andrew  Penna,  Ward  5;  William  J.  Connors, 
Ward  6;  James  M.  King,  Ward  6;  George  D. 
Lyman,  Ward  7;  Leo  A.  O'Brien,  Ward  8;  Phillip  J. 
Barry,  Ward  9;  Patrick  Dyett,  Ward  9;  Harry 
Charles  Grant,  Ward  9;  William  F.  Driscoll,  Ward 
10;  John  A.  Cuyney,  Ward  10;  George  F.  Catarius, 
Ward  11;  James  G.  McCarthy,  Ward  11;  Thomas  J. 
O'Leary,  Ward  11;  Benjamin  Gilletts,  Ward  12; 
Morris  Kadiff,  Ward  12;  Samuel  Shucher,  Ward  12; 
Abraham  Weisman,  Ward  12;  Israel  D.  Burd, 
Ward  13;  Earl  W.  Nickerson,  Ward  13;  Francis  J. 
Tracy,  Ward  13;  Manuel  Frank,  Ward  14;  John  R. 
MacDonald,  Ward  15;  John  Morgan,  Ward  IS. 

Thomas  Cody,  Ward  16;  David  Alfred  Dahlroos, 
Ward  16;  Edward  P.  Deveney,  Jr.,  Ward  16; 
Charles  H.  Downing,  Ward  16;  Denis  F.  Downing, 
Ward  16;  Frank  A.  Doyle,  Ward  16;  William 
Doyle,  Ward  16;  Joseph  P.  Duffy,  Ward  16; 
James  G.  Earle,  Ward  16;  William  M.  Eckert, 
Ward  16;  George  A.  Emerson,  Ward  16;  Michael  J. 
Flynn,  Ward  16;  James  W.  Gwynn,  Ward  17; 
Leon  R.  Hartford,  Ward  17;  Henry  S.  Costello, 
Ward  18;  Edward  Dobkin,  Ward  18;  Gilbert  P. 
Hogan,  Ward  18;  Timothy  Crowley,  Jr.,  Ward  19; 
James  E.  Graham,  Ward  19;  Peter  Mason,  Ward 
19;  Hugh  L.  Black'well,  Ward  20;  Joseph  G. 
Kaufman,  Ward  20;  Francis  C.  Mahoney,  Ward  20; 
Mathew  Greenblott,  Ward  21;  George  W.  Morri- 
son, Ward  21;  Edwin  B.  Stone,  Ward  22. 

One  hundred  fifty-three  traverse  jurors,  Superior 
Civil  Court,  to  appear  February  4,  1946: 

Luigi  Ciampi,  Ward  1;  Leon  N.  Herwey,  Ward 
1;  Francis  E.  Layhe,  Ward  1;  Paolo  Maffeo, 
Ward  1 ;  Thomas  Francis  McAteer,  Ward  1 
Antonio  Siraco,  Ward  1;  John  J.  Annodo,  Ward  2; 
Albert  R.  Bruce,  Ward  2;  Andrew  Marines,  Ward 
2;  Harry  B.  Penchuck,  Ward  2;  Salvatore  Anza- 
lone,  Ward  3;  Henry  Brown,  Ward  3;  Ulisse 
Dello  Yacono,  Ward  3;  Joseph  Guiliana,  Ward  3; 
Antonio  LaCanbria,  Ward  3;  Michael  Penta, 
Ward  3;  William  A.  Dacey,  Ward  4;  Manuel 
DerManeulian,  Ward  4;  Henry  M.  Erving,  Ward 
4;  Andrew  I.  Douglas,  Ward  4;  Philip  L.  Hersey, 
Ward  4;  John  S.  Hession,  Ward  4;  William  C. 
Lucas,  Ward  4;  Peter  Anthony  Morgan,  Ward  4; 
Benjamin  Taper,  Ward  4;  Frank  E.  Barnes, 
Ward  5;  John  Henry  Gaewers,  Ward  5;  Chester  T. 
Greaves,  Ward  5;  David  Shorr,  Ward  5;  David, 
Steirnan,  Ward  5;  Eli  J.  Vuley,  Ward  5. 

Sotir  C.  Adams,  Ward  6;  James  E.  McNally 
Ward  6;  Frank  Perry,  Ward  6;  George  A.  McKen- 
zie,  Ward  6;  William  J.  Cannon,  Ward  7;  William 
J.  O'Donnell,  Ward  7;  Charles  Z.  Sadowski, 
Ward  7;  Paul  A.  Strobel,  Ward  7;  Eugene  A. 
Briggs,  Ward  8;  James  G.  McNulty,  Ward  8; 
William  B.  Nutley,  Ward  8;  Thomas  T.  Casey, 
Ward  9;  John  J.  Flynn,  Ward  9;  Benjamin  F. 
Lane,  Ward  9;  Wendell  L.  Leach,  Ward  9;  William 
A.  Bowman,   Ward   10;  Stephen  M.  Brown,  Ward 


10;  Peter  A.  Fox,  Ward  10;  John  J.  Glennon, 
Ward  10;  Jeremiah  E.  McNally,  Ward  10; 
William  J.  Wildes,  Ward  10;  Ambrose  J.  Woods, 
Ward  10;  Kenneth  B.  Pike,  Ward  10;  John  F. 
Ryan,  Ward  10;  James  Costello,  Ward  11;  Henry 
L.  Gormley,  Ward  11;  Thomas  Grealy,  Ward  11; 
William  F.  Greene,  Ward  11;  Leo  F.  Will,  Ward  11. 

George  J.  Arafe,  Ward  12;  Hyman  E.  Cline, 
Ward  12;  Joseph  Cohen,  Ward  12;  Carl  Epstein, 
Ward  12;  James  M.  Hamilton,  Ward  12;  Ernest  A. 
Harrison,  Ward  12;  Leo  A.  Kiley,  Ward  12;  James 
W.  Lane,  Ward  12;  Lewis  Marks,  Ward  12;  Ben  J. 
Waters,  Ward  12;  Gustaf  A.  Anderson,  Ward  13; 
Albert  W.  DeLappe,  Ward  13;  Joseph  Doherty, 
Ward  13;  John  P.  Holt,  Ward  13;  Robert  V. 
O'Connor,  Ward  13;  George  Finesilver,  Ward  14; 
David  Gulkin,  Ward  14;  Edward  Heifetz,  Ward  14; 
Bernard  H.  Hurwitz,  Ward  14;  Hyman  B.  Levine, 
Ward  14;  Abraham  Patts,  Ward  14;  Jacob  Tishler, 
Ward  14;  George  A.  Wyman,  Ward  14;  Thomas  F. 
Doolin,  Jr.,  Ward  15;  Charles  A.  LeCorn,  Ward  15; 
Timothy  M.  Reardon,  Ward  15. 

Denis  P.  Clune,  Ward  16;  James  H.  Conwav, 
Ward  16;  Joseph  A.  Devine,  Ward  16;  Timothy  F. 
Donovan,  Ward  16;  Walter  J.  Donovan,  Ward  16; 
Arthur  J.  Douse,  Ward  16;  James  A.  Doyle,  Ward 
16;  Joseph  J.  Driscoll,  Ward  16;  William  Dwyer, 
Ward  16;  Eugene  Duchanev,  Ward  16;  Francis  J. 
Fallon,  Ward  16;  Theodore  E.  Fandel,  Ward  16; 
Arnold  L.  Fay,  Ward  16:  Daniel  W.  Ferris,  Ward 
16;  James  F.  Finn,  Ward  16;  Michael  Finnegan, 
Ward  16;  Thomas  J.  Fitzgerald,  Ward  16;  Bartley 
Flaherty,  Ward  16;  Thomas  Flaherty,  Ward  16; 
Michael  J.  Flanagan,  Ward  16;  Harold  A.  Fultz, 
Ward  16;  Duncan  Jamieson,  Ward  16;  John  J. 
Liddy,  Ward  16;  Jeremiah  J.  Nihan,  Ward  16; 
Charles  Robicheau,  Ward  16;  Sam  Sockin,  Ward  16; 
George  Swinten,  Jr.,  Ward  16;  Leo  M.  Lieberman, 
Ward  17;  Frank  E.  Meehan,  Ward  17;  Michael 
Ryan,  Ward  17;  Sidney  Borkow,  Ward  18;  Frank 
H.  Ferry,  Ward  18;  Henry  A.  McLean,  Ward 
18;  Ivory  H.  Morse,  Ward  18;  John  N.  Steele, 
Ward  18;  Adolf  P.  Bartsch,  Ward  19;  Edward 
W.  Carter,  Ward  19;  Doyle  J.  Dalton,  Ward 
19;  Paul  Flynn,  Ward  19;  Richard  P.  Kelley, 
Ward  19;  Frank  G.  Norton,  Ward  19;  John 
J.  Cooney,  Jr.,  Ward  20;  George  H.  Curtin, 
Ward  20;  George  Diamond,  Ward  20;  John  J. 
Flinn,  Ward  20;  George  J.  Grace,  Ward  20; 
Christopher  M.  Kehoe,  Ward  20;  William  F. 
Kerrigan,  Ward  20;  Francis  McTernan,  Ward  20; 
Clifford  E.  Newell,  Ward  20;  John  H.  O'Neill, 
Ward  20;  Bernard  Cohen,  Ward  21;  Alfred  A. 
Feldman,  Ward  21;  Solomon  Hurvitz,  Ward  21; 
Dwisrht  M.  Harris,  Ward  21;  Halford  F.  Meras, 
Ward  21;  Jacob  S.  Nayman,  Ward  21;  George 
Ricles,  Ward  21;  Joseph  Spiegel,  Ward  21;  Philip 
R.  Youngentob,  Ward  21;  Joseph  H.  Carey, 
Ward  22;  Stanley  T.  Fillion,  Ward  22;  George  F. 
Greene,  Ward  22;  Cornelius  Horgan,  Ward  22; 
Michael  McCarthy,  Ward  22;  Marchie  R. 
Morante,  Ward  22;     Fred  Wolfrum,  Ward  22. 

During  the  drawing  of  the  jurors,  Coun, 
COFFEY  said: 

I  make  a  motion  that  we  adjourn  until  a  week 
from  today  at  two  o'clock. 

Coun.  MUCHNICK— Mr.  President. 

Chairman  LANE — For  what  purpose  does  the 
gentleman  rise? 

Coun.  MUCHNICK— A  point  of  order.  During 
the  transaction  of  this  business  is  any  motion  in 
order? 

Chairman  LANE — The  motion  is  in  order. 

The  roll  was  called,  and  Coun.  Coffey's  motion 
to  adjourn  was  lost,  yeas  10,  nays  10,  viz.: 

Yeas — Coun.  Carey,  Chase,  Coffey,  Fish,  Han- 
non,  Keenan,  Linehan,  Madden,  Russo,  Sullivan 
—10. 

Nays — Coun.  Bayley,  Bryan,  Cook,  Hurley, 
Kelly,  Kinsella,  McCormack,  Moriarty,  Muchnick, 
Scanned— 10. 

Coun.  COFFEY  asked  reconsideration  of  the 
vote.  Chairman  LANE  ruled  the  the  reconsidera- 
tion was  out  of  order. 

Mayor  CURLEY  drew  from  the  box  the  names 
of  jurors  for  the  Superior  Court,  Criminal  Session, 
and  then  said: 

I  would  like  to  ask  the  Chair  to  designate 
another  member  of  the  Council  to  finish  the 
drawing  in  my  stead. 

Chairman  LANE — The  Chair  will  be  very 
happy. 

Coun.  BAYLEY  finished  the  drawing  of  the 
jurors  in  the  absence  of  the  Mayor. 

During  the  drawing  of  the  jurors  Coun.  COFFEY 
said: 
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Mr.  PRESIDENT— I  ask  that  the  doors  be 
closed  and  that  votes  stop  being  solicited  for  any 
candidate  for  the  presidency  of  the  City  Council, 
and  that  order  be  restored. 

Chairman  LANE  notified  the  City  Messenger 
to  have  all  the  doors  closed. 

Coun.  SULLIVAN — I  move  that  we  do  now 
adjourn. 

The  motion  to  adjourn  was  lost,  yeas  8,  nays  14: 

Yeas — Coun.  Carey,  Chase,  Coffey,  Hannon, 
Keenan,  Linehan,  Muchnick,  Sullivan — 8. 

Nays — Coun.  Bayley,  Bryan,  Cantwell,  Cook, 
Fish,  Hurley,  Kelly,  Kinsella,  Lane,  Madden, 
McCormack,  Moriarty,   Russo,  Scannell — 14. 

Coun.  McCORMACK — I  move  that  we  now 
proceed  to  the  election  of  a  President  for  the 
municipal  year  1946. 

The  motion  to  proceed  to  the  election  of  a 
President  was  carried. 

The  clerk  started  calling  the  names  of  the 
members,  with  the  following  result: 

Coun.  Bayley  voted  for  Coun.  Muchnick. 

Coun.  Bryan  voted  for  Coun.  Kelly. 

Coun.  Cantwell  voted  for  Coun.  Kelly. 

Coun.  Carey  voted  for  Coun.  Scannell. 

Coun.  Chase  voted  for  Coun.  Keenan. 

When  Coun.  Coffey's  name  was  called,  he  voted 
for  Frank  Kelly. 

Chairman  LANE — You  cannot  vote  for  a  man 
who  is  not  a  member  of  the  Body  as  President. 

Coun.  COFFEY — I  rise  to  a  point  of  order, 
and  ask  that  some  rule  be  shown  me  where  I  can- 
not vote  for  anybody  of  my  choice. 

Chairman  LANE — The  rules  of  the  City  Council 
state  that  we  must  vote  for  a  member  of  the  City 
Council. 

Coun.  COFFEY— Will  you  read  that  rule  to 
me? 

Chairman  LANE — The  Chair  will  suspend  for 
a  moment. 

(Short  recess.) 

Chairman  LANE — The  meeting  will  come  to 
order.  The  clerk  will  read  the  sections  of  the 
city  charter  which  apply  to  this  particular  point. 

City  Clerk  HYNES  read  a  section  of  the  city 
charter,  as  follows:  • 

That  the  Council  "shall  elect  from  its  members 
by  vote  of  a  majority  of  all  members  a  president 
who,  when  present,  shall  preside  at  the  meetings 
thereof." 

Chairman  LANE — Therefore,  members  of  the 
Council,  the  candidate  of  your  choice  must  be 
from  the  membership  of  the  Council.  The  clerk 
will  proceed  with  the  calling  of  the  roll. 

The  clerk  continued  with  the  calling  of  the 
roll,  with  the  following  result: 

Coun.  Coffey  voted  for  Coun.  Madden. 

Coun.  Cook  voted  for  Coun.  Kelly. 

Coun.  Fish  voted  for  Coun.  Kelly. 

Coun.  Hannon  voted  for  Coun.  Scannell. 

Coun.  Hurley  did  not  vote. 

Coun.  Keenan  voted  for  Coun.  Keenan. 

Coun.  Kelly  voted  for  Coun.  Kelly. 

Coun.  Lane  voted  for  Coun.  Kelly. 

Coun.  Linehan  voted  for  Coun.  Hannon. 

Coun.  Madden  voted  for  Coun.  Kelly. 

Coun.  McCormack  voted  for  Coun.  Kelly. 

Coun.  Moriarty  voted  for  Coun.  Kelly. 

Coun.  Muchnick  voted  for  Coun.  Hurley. 

Coun.  Russo  voted  for  Coun.  Carey. 

Coun.  Scannell  voted  for  Coun.  Kelly. 

Coun.  Sullivan  voted  for  Coun.  Carey. 

Coun.  HURLEY— Mr.  President. 

Chairman  LANE — For  what  purpose  does  the 
gentleman  rise? 

Coun.  HURLEY — To  cast  my  vote  for  Councilor 
Kelly.     (Applause.) 

Chairman  LANE — Councilor  John  B.  Kelly  has 
received  12  votes,  and  is  therefore  elected  Presi- 
dent. 

Coun.  HANNON — I  move  that  the  election  of 
Councilor  Kelly  be  made  unanimous. 

Coun.  COFFEY — The  motion  is  out  of  order. 

Coun.  Hurley  and  Madden  were  chosen  a  com- 
mittee of  two  to  escort  the  newly  elected 
President  to  the  chair. 

Coun.  MUCHNICK — Prior  to  the  escorting  of 
the  President  to  the  chair,  some  of  us  wish  this  to 
become  as  nearly  unanimous  as  possible,  and 
would  like  to  change  our  votes,  if  that  is  in  order. 

Chairman  LANE — The  Chair  will  declare  that 
in  order,  if  there  is  no  objection. 

Coun.  COFFEY— I  object. 


President  KELLY  in  the  chair. 


President  KELLY — First  of  all,  gentlemen.  I 
want  to  thank  my  colleagues  in  the  Boston  City 
Council  who  saw  fit  to  vote  for  me  to  make  me 
President  of  this  Honorable  Body.  I  want  to 
thank  his-  Honor  the  Mayor,  James  M.  Curley, 
for  his  approval  of  my  candidacy  to  be  your  Presi- 
dent. I  want  to  thank  a  young  man  who  gave  me 
my  start  in  public  life  some  sixteen  years  ago  in 
the  same  ward  which  I  represent  in  the  City 
Council,  my  brother  Frank.  (Applause.)  I  want 
to  assure  all  of  my  colleagues  in  the  Boston  City 
Council  that  I  will  act  the  way  I  have  acted  for 
the  past  eight  years.  I  am  going  to  be  fair  and 
impartial  in  all  my  rulings.  I  am  going  to  con- 
duct the  office  of  President  as  I  have  always 
wanted  it  to  be  conducted,  in  a  fair  manner,  and  I 
want  to  ask  you  members  of  the  Boston  City 
Council  to  cooperate  with  me  and  his  Honor  the 
Mayor  in  order  that  we  may  do  at  least  one  thing 
in  the  next  two  years,  and  that  is,  all  work  to- 
gether for  a  better  and  bigger  Boston,  and  in  that 
way,  while  working  together,  we  will  surely  help 
to  build  Boston.  Thank  you  very  much.  (Ap- 
plause.) 


COMMITTEE   ON   PUBLIC    HOUSING. 

Coun.  KINSELLA  offered  the  following: 
Ordered,  That  a  Committee  on  Public  Housing 
be  established  as  a  committee  of  the  Boston  City 
Council,  to  hear  all  pertinent  facts  relating  to  the 
management  and  development  of  present  and 
future  Public  Housing,  and  that  this  committee  be 
composed  of  five  members  of  the  Boston  City 
Council. 

The  order  was  passed. 


OVER-RIDING   OF   MAYOR'S    VETO. 

Coun.  RUSSO  offered  the  following: 
Ordered,  That  the  Corporation  Counsel  be  re- 
quested, through  his  Honor  the  Mayor,  to  draw 
legislation  to  fee  presented  to  the  Legislature  to 
amend  the  city  charter  of  Boston  so  that  the 
Council  by  a  two-thirds  vote  of  the  Council  can 
over-ride  the  Mayor's  veto. 

Coun.  RUSSO— Mr.  President,  I  have  had  the 
honor  and  privilege  of  being  councilor,  a  member 
of  this  Body,  for  the  past  six  years.  There  is  no 
question  in  my  mind,  and  I  don't  feel  there  is  any 
question  in  any  one  of  the  councilors'  minds  that 
the  City  of  Boston's  charter  ought  to  be  changed. 
This  is  not  a  new  order,  in  so  far  as  I  am  concerned. 
I  presented  this  order  many  times  before  in  the 
past  six  years,  and,  I  do  feel,  after  listening  this 
morning  to  the  inaugural  address  given  by  his 
Honor  the  Mayor,  in  which  I  do  not  question 
his  sincerity  and  his  integrity,  neither  do  I  ques- 
tion his  intentions  —  however,  I  do  feel  it  was 
significant  when  he  stated  that  the  Mayor  of 
Boston  ought  to  have  some  say  in  so  far  as  the 
budget  is  concerned,  and  in  so  far  as  over-ruling 
or  vetoing,  as  he  put  it,  action  taken  by  the  School 
Committee  of  the  City  of  Boston.  Any  other 
body  of  men,  either  ina  municipality  or  a  state  or 
national  government,  who  are  elected  by  the 
people  as  their  representatives  in  office,  have  the 
right  to  over-ride  the  Mayor's  veto.  I  have 
in  mind  that  in  the  past  six  years  many  orders 
have  been  presented  in  the  Boston  City  Council 
by  each  and  every  one  of  us,  orders  that  have 
had  every  significance,  and  at  that  point  were 
for  the  best  interests  of  the  people  of  the  City  of 
Boston.  And  you  and  I,  Mr.  President,  have 
seen  that  these  orders  have  gone  to  the  waste 
basket,  time  and  time  again.  I  feel  that  now  is  the 
proper  and  opportune  time,  when  legislation  ought 
to  be  presented  to  the  Legislature  whereby  the 
Boston  City  Council  ought  to  have  the  power 
which  properly  belongs  to  them,  a,nd  be  able  to 
veto,  if  any  veto  is  to  be  done,  the  actions  of  his 
Honor  the  Mayor.  I  don't,  as  I  stated  before. 
reflect  upon  the  Mayor  who  has  taken  office 
today.  However,  I  had  in  mind  that  in  a  demo- 
cratic form  of  government,  in  a  great  nation  such 
as  ours,  if  Congress  and  its  Senators  did  not  have 
the  power  to  veto  the  actions  or  over-ride  the 
veto  of  the  actions,  of  the  President  of  the  United 
States,  what  form  of  government  would  we  have 
in  this  great  nation  of  ours?  And  if  the  State 
Legislature,  with  the  Senate,  did  not  have  the 
power  to  over-ride  the  Governor's  veto,  what  kind 
of  representation  or  government  would  we  have 
here  in  this  state  of  Massachusetts,  or  in  any  state 
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throughout  this  great  nation  of  ours'.'  And  1  ask 
you  now.  Mr,  President,  what  form  of  government 
have  we  now  in  the  City  of  Boston  if  we  councilors, 
who  have  been  elected  by  the  people  to  represent 
them  honestly,  sincerely  and  faithfully,  have  some 
of  our  orders  thrown  into  the  waste  basket?  I 
ask  you,  why  in  Hod's  name  do  we  sit  here  in  the 
Council?  I  feel.  Mr.  President,  that  for  the  best 
interests  of  the  people  of  the  City  of  Boston,  for 
the  best  interests  that  we  are  interested  in  —  and 
that  is  to  see  that  our  fair  City  of  Boston  will 
he  No.  1  throughout  this  country  —  I  feel  that  the 
intentions  of  his  Honor  the  Mayor  are  worthy, 
and  that  if  he  carries  out  what  he  has  said  in  the 
speeches  he  has  made,  carries  it  out  to  the  letter, 
there  is  no  question  in  my  mind  he  will  give  us 
and  give  the  City  of  Boston  one  of  the  best  rep- 
resentations that  any  Mayor  has  ever  given. 
However.  1  feel.  Mr.  President,  that  the  City 
Council  of  the  City  of  Boston  is  entitled  to,  and 
should  have,  the  veto  power  to  over-ride  a  Mayor's 
veto  bj  a  two-thirds  vote,  the  same  as  the  Legisla- 
ture has  in  the  State  of  Massachusetts,  and  the 
same  as  the  Congress  of  the  United  States  enjoys. 
In  that  way,  we  can  say  that  we  have  a  truly 
democratic  form  of  government  in  the  City  of 
Boston,  and  in  that  manner  we  can  be  sure  that 
the  people  are  the  government,  and  that  the  govern- 
ment is  by  the  people,  for  the  people,  and  we  shall 
always  cherish  the  good  name  of  the  City  of 
Boston.      (Applause.) 

Coun.  HANNON— Speaking  on  the  order,  Mr. 
President.  This  order  asks  his  Honor  the  Mayor 
to  do  something  which  I  did  last  year.  Last 
year,  as  you  will  recall,  I  filed  in  the  Legislature  a 
hill  which  would  give  the  Council  the  power  of 
veto.  In  doing  so,  I  don't  think  that  is  a  reflection 
on  the  chief  executive  of  the  city,  but,  rather,  I 
feel  it  is  cooperative,  and  I  think  my  good  friend 
from  Ward  3  (Coun.  Russo)  is  showing  the  proper 
judgment  in  asking  the  chief  executive  to  file  this 
bill.  I  am  certain  he  will  do  it.  He  will  be 
happy  to  give  us  the  power  of  veto.  The  only 
thing  that  bothers  me  is  what  will  the  power  of 
veto  amount  to?  In  order  to  veto  anything  we 
need  two-thirds  of  the  votes  here.  And  cer- 
tainly, if  no  more  backbone  is  exercised  or  would 
be  exercised  in  carrying  out  a  vote  on  a  veto  than 
has  been  exercised  and  exhibited  here  today, 
then  I  think  we  are  merely  wasting  time  and  wast- 
ing words.  Now,  I  have  no  fault  to  find  with 
anybody.  Each  and  every  member  of  this  Council 
is  just  as  much  entitled  to  his  opinion  and  his 
right  to  act  as  anybody  else,  but  it  does  get  your 
goat,  and  it  does  gripe  you,  when  you  see  year 
after  year  in  here  the  same  two  or  three  that  are 
vicious  in  their  denunciation  of  this  or  that  candi- 
date, or  this  or  that  aspirant  for  public  office, 
and  wait  until  the  last  minute,  and  then  grasp 
at  anything  that  is  offered  to  change  over  and 
become  the  darling  of  them  all.  I  hope  that  we 
do  get  the  power  of  veto,  and  I  only  hope  that 
we  have  the  power  sometimes  to  use  it  on  each 
other.  I  have  been  here  now  for  four  years,  and 
in  the  years  I  have  been  here  I  have  learned  to 
admire  certain  fellows,  fellows  who  have  educated 
themselves,  fellows  who  have  ability,  fellows  who 
have  character,  fellows,  above  all  else,  who  have 
courage.  There  is  the  gentleman  from  Ward  7 
(Coun.  Linehan),  coming  back  here  to  us,  as  fine  a 
man  as  you  will  meet  in  politics.  There  is  the 
gentleman  from  Ward  10  (Coun.  Carey),  who 
is  as  straight  and  honest  on  every  issue  that  comes 
before  us  as  any  man  you  will  ever  come  in  con- 
tact with.  And  yet  we  here,  who  ask  the  power 
of  veto,  now  listen  to  these  other  smart  Alecs 
who  are  with  us,  with  you  and  with  them  one 
minute,  and  they  go  outside  the  door  and  come  in 
smiling,  and  hold  off  their  vote,  and  are  the  darlings 
of  them  all  the  next  minute.  I  hope  this  goes 
through,  and  I  hope  if  we  get  the  power  of  veto 
there  will  be  fifteen  of  us  in  here  with  guts  enough 
to    use  it. 

Coun,  COFFEY — Speaking  on  the  motion, 
Mr,  President.  Continuing  where  Tom  Hannon 
left  off,  I  cannot  help  going  along  with  the 
councilor  from  Ward  13  (Coun.  Hannon),  I  can- 
not help  thinking  about  the  statement  he  made 
about  i wo  councilors  whose  names  he  mentioned, 
They  an-  two  clean,  upright  fellows,  I  ha,ve 
served  in  here  with  Bill  Carey  for  six  years,  and 
four  years  with  Bobbie  Linehan,  and  he  put  one 
and  one  half  years  in  the  United  States  Navy, 
I  have  also  sat  next  to  Bobbie  up  in  the  Legis- 
lature. The  three  of  us  got  together  in  tint 
middle  floor  here  a  few  years  ago — Bill  Carey. 
Bobbie  and  myself, — and  as  a  result  of  that  small 


meeting  of  us  three,  Bill  Carey  got  eleven  votes 
on  two  ballots  for  the  presidency,  and  Bobbie 
ended  up  as  president  of  the  Council  for  that  year 
and  saw  fit  to  enlist  in  the  United  States  Navy 
while  he  was  a  member  of  the  Council.  No  doubt, 
like  a  lot  of  others,  he  could  have  used  a  lot  of 
influence  and  kept  himself  out  of  the  service. 
I  got  a  letter  from  my  boy  yesterday.  He  said 
he  would  like  to  know  what  Jim  Curley  is  doing 
as  a  Congressman.  He  put  an  ad  in  the  paper 
at  Curley's  banquet,  if  you  remember,  on  the 
front  page  of  the  Daily  Record,  at  .$60  out  of  his 
pocket,  to  support  Jim  Curley  as  your  next  Mayor, 
to  support  Jim  Curley  as  your  Congressman. 
"So  we  can  get  home  and  find  jobs  waiting  for  us." 
Not  only  he  is  not  home,  he  is  still  in  Burma, 
waiting  for  Curley's  office  in  Washington  to  ask 
Jim  Curley  to  get  him  the  hell  out.  of  there.  He 
is  still  fighting  in  Calcutta.  I  want  that  boy 
home.  I  know  what  he  went  through.  I  went 
through  it  in  the  last,  war,  and  ended  up  with  a 
W.  P.  A.  job,  with  three  kids.  I  was  damned 
glad  to  get  it.  I  have  never  sold  out.  I  have 
never  asked  anybody  here  if  they  would  vote  for 
me  for  the  presidency,  and  never  did  I  want  it. 
And  never  have  I  promised  anybody  to  vote  on 
anything.  And  I  will  challenge  any  sixteen 
members,  the  old  timers  here,  to  get  up  and  say, 
"You  said  yes  to  me,  and  then  changed  your 
vote."  And  when  I  said  no  on  the  dog  tracks  at 
the  first  hearing,  it  was  no  all  the  way  through. 
I  didn't  change  because  some  of  these  notorious 
newspapers  came  out  and  started  to  blatt.  Coffey 
didn't  change.  Mr.  President,  I  will  wait  until 
the  press  gets  through  and  then  continue  my 
speech. 

(There  was  a  short  recess  while  newspaper  men 
were  taking  photographs  of  President  Kellv.) 

Coun.  COFFEY— At  Symphony  Hall  this 
morning  I  told  Curley  what  I  thought  of  him. 
I  told  the  members  of  the  Council  what  I  thought 
of  him,  at  our  meeting  at  11.30  this  morning,  and 
I  will  continue  to  tell  him.  I  don't  blame  these 
six  new  members.  If  you  must  remember,  the 
six  new  members  never  held  public  office  before. 
This  is  their  first  day  in  public  office,  with  the 
exception  of  one  man  who  was  a  Representative 
at  one  time.  But  he  is  coming  into  a  really 
tough  body  now.  And  I  don't  say  that  in  any 
sense  of  saying  that  we  are  worse  than  the  Legis- 
lature, because  we  are  a  hell  of  a  lot  better  than 
the  Legislature.  I  have  served  in  both  bodies, 
and  I  know  we  are  the  underworld  down  here, 
but  up  there  they  are  the  underworld  of  the 
upper  world.  They  take  what  they  want  with 
finesse.  As  I  said  before  this  morning,  I  fought 
Tobin  for  five  years  in  here,  and  I  fought  Kerri- 
gan for  one  year  so  that  means  that  I  don't  make 
any  bucks.  (Laughter  from  the  gallery.)  Getting 
back  on  Tom  Hannon's  statement.  I  had  my 
cake,  so  I  can't  have  it  any  more.  I  can't  be  a 
candidate  because  I  was  not  with  William  Reilly. 
But  I  don't  want  any  candidate  of  Curley's 
choosing.  I  don't  want  the  man  downstairs  to 
dictate  what  we  are  to  do  upstairs.  But  he 
wasn't  kidding  anybody.  In  fact,  at  ten  o'clock 
this  morning  I  was  told  he  was  soliciting  votes 
for  the  gentleman  in  the  chair.  And  don't  for- 
get, I  am  not  taking  any  pot  shots  at  John  Kelly. 
We  are  friends.  I  hit  from  the  floor,  and  he  hits 
back.  That  is  his  privilege.  That  is  the  way 
it  has  been  in  the  last  ten  years  I  have  been  in 
office,  and  that  is  the  way  it  is  going  to  be.  And, 
as  far  as  I  am  concerned,  now  that  they  have 
that  foolish,  crazy  set-up  of  the  law  where  a  man 
can  go  out  on  a  pension,  I  can  go  out  on  a  pen- 
sion as  a  veteran  of  the  First  World  War  today. 
It  is  a  foolish,  crazy  law.  I  can  retire,  but  I 
don't  want  to,  and  I  am  going  down  fighting. 
And  I  am  sore  at  Curley  for  only  one  thing.  I 
supported  him  openly,  I  attacked  Reilly  and 
Tobin  time  and  time  again,  and  I  want  to  know 
where  John  Kelly  was  or  any  other  office  holder 
in  the  City  of  Boston,  at  Tammany  Hall,  at  the 
banquet  and  dance  that  they  ran  for  him,  when 
I  was  the  only  public  office  holder  in  the  city 
that  had  the  guts  to  get  up  for  Curley  when  lie 
was  down  and  out.  He  didn't  announce  his  own 
Candidacy  for  Mayor:  it  was  me  who  announced 
it,  And  then  I  find  Curley  supporting  a  man 
for  the  presidency  of  the  Council  who  supported 
Kerrigan  qn  every  street  corner,  I  have  heard 
him.  That  is  what  my  objection  is-  not  l,, 
Curley,  it  is  to  the  fact  that  Curley  is  paying  off 
to  somebody  who  was  not  with  him.  So  what  in 
hell  are  we  to  get  who  were  with  hint?  That  is  a 
fair  question,     What  are   we   to   get,   the   fellows 
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that  were  with  Curley?  On  a  vote  of  19  to  1 
and  20  to  1  against  me,  for  six  long  years,  I  fought 
Curley's  battles.  And  so  far  one  of  the  Boston 
papers  has  come  out  and  kept  at  me  constantly 
because  I  appeared  to  be  Curley's  friend.  And 
where  do  I  find  Curley  today?  He  comes  over 
to  the  Parker  House  for  luncheon  and  stays  five 
minutes,  and  he  bawls  hell  out  of  us.  He  tells 
us  that  we  are  to  play  with  him  or  else.  He 
says  there  are  160  constables  on  "the  city  pay  roll. 
He  is  a  liar.  He  knows  there  are  only  93.  There 
were  78  when  he  left  office.  He  doesn't  mention 
that.  He  doesn't  mention  members  of  his  own 
family  on  state  pay  rolls  for  30  to  40  years,  one 
in  Florida,  but  he  hollers  about  constables  who 
are  not  doing  an  honest  day's  work.  And  I 
would  like  to  ask  one  question.  Who  in  hell  in 
the  city  employ  does  an  honest  day's  work? 
That  is  a  fair  question.  Can  anybody  answer? 
A  fellow  that  works  down  in  the  Election  Depart- 
ment, he  takes  sick  and  gets  two  weeks'  pay 
while  out  for  two  weeks,  with  hospital  or  doctors' 
bills.  But  let  an  executive  take  sick  and  he  will 
stay  out  six  or  eight  months  in  the  year,  and  his 
pay  goes  on.  Curley  mentioned  over  there  that 
he  is  going  to  make  the  constables  scrub  the 
floors  and  the  halls  of  City  Hall.  He  has  a  great 
sense  of  humor.  He  has  appointed  two  brothers- 
in-law  today,  and  I  make  a  motion  that  he  put 
his  brothers-in-law  with  the  constables  scrubbing 
floors.  They  are  not  a  damned  sight  better  than 
the  constables.  I  admit  that  the  constables 
don't  do  any  work,  and  I  admit  that  fellows  in 
half  of  the  departments  don't  do  any  work.  And 
it  is  this  Body  that  gets  city  employees  what 
they  have  got.  Ask  any  councilor  who  has 
served  four  to  six  or  eight  years  if  they  have 
ever  got  any  credit,  and  the  answer  is  no.  They 
will  say,  "The  Mayor  gave  me  this  or  that." 
We  were  the  ones  that  interceded  for  them.  We 
got  the  firemen  a  raise,  and  we  got  the  policemen 
a  raise.  I  spend  $300  on  the  firemen  and  police- 
men in  front  page  ads,  attacking  Mayor  Tobin, 
asking  that  he  grant  that  raise.  But  I  have  got 
no  thanks.  There  has  never  been  a  copper  or  a 
fireman  that  has  ever  taken  any  time  off  to  vote 
for  Coffey.  In  the  last  election  in  my  ward, 
eleven  thousand  didn't  see  fit  to  go  to  the  polls. 
The  employees  in  the  City  Hospital  whom  we 
fought  for  time  and  time  again,  were  out  openly 
against  our  salary  increase.  They  have  been 
against  it,  although  anything  they  ever  got  they 
got  through  us.  Getting  back  to  Curley,  he  was 
Governor.  What  did  he  say  about  home  rule  for 
Boston?  He  hollered  about  it  today  in  his 
inaugural  address.  He  had  an  opportunity  to 
give  us  home  rule.  He  sent  it  back  in  the  Legis- 
lature and  shelved  it.  At  that  time  he  didn't 
want  Mansfield  to  appoint  a  Police  Commissioner. 
We  haven't  one  word  to  say  about  out  Police 
Commissioner.  We  had  an  opportunity  to  get 
home  rule  under  Curley,  as  Governor.  We 
didn't  get  it.  Now  he  comes  back  and  tells  us 
what  he  is  going  to  do.  How  do  we  know  what 
he  is  going  to  do?  He  is  in  a  little  trouble  in 
Washington.  I  hope  to  God  he  gets  out  of  it. 
Nobody  wants  to  see  anybody  in  trouble.  I  can't 
see  him  holding  two  jobs, — Congressman  and 
Mayor.  He  can't  do  it.  He  said  before  election 
he  couldn't  do  it.  Am  I  right?  I  thought  I 
spotted  Leo  Curley  there.  If  I  did,  I  want  to 
say  he  was  present  at  the  rallies.  He  was  present 
at  organizations  that  I  gave  to  Jim  Curley, — 
and  I  could  have  given  them  to  anybody  I  wanted 
to,  but  I  didn't  do  it;  I  gave  them  to  Jim  Curley. 
And  what  I  am  sore  about  is  that  I  find  that 
Jim  Curley  is  picking  up  the  telephone  and  call- 
ing down  members.  A  year  from  now  Curley 
won't  be  able  to  call  those  members  down  and 
tell  them  what  to  do.  It  will  be  impossible 
because  after  a  year's  experience  they  will  learn 
the  hard  way.  I  have  no  objection  to  the  gentle- 
man—I never  have  had  any  objections  to  any- 
body in  that  chair.  I  can  only  say  so  much. 
I  say  regardless  of  who  is  in  that  chair,  I  know 
parliamentary  procedure,  and  I  know  how  to 
get  around  it.  If  you  can't  get  unanimous  con- 
sent, if  anybody  objects,  then  you  object  the  rest 
pf  the  year  on  everybody,  and  they  will  soon 
give  you  unanimous  consent  when  you  want  it, 
You  are  all  here  for  one  purpose.  You  are  all 
Curley's  friends,  and  I  think  he  let  you  down, 
the  same  as  he  let  me  down,  when  he  picked  the 
man  he  did  as  President  of  the  Council  this  year. 
Coun.  CAREY — Speaking  on  the  order  of  Coun- 
cilor Russo,  I  cannot  let  the  opportunity  pass 
without  saying  a  word  of  thanks  to  my  good  friend 


Councilor  Hannon  and  my  good  friend  Councilor 
Coffey,  for  the  nice  things  they  had  to  say  about 
me  this  afternoon. 

President  KELLY — Excuse  me,  councilor.  At 
this  time  the  Chair  will  call  Councilor  McCormack 
up  to  preside  over  the  meeting. 

Coun.  McCORMACK  in  the  Chair. 


Coun.  CAREY — Mr.  President,  I  have  been  a 
member  of  the  City  Council  for  the  last  eight 
years.  With  the  man  who  was  elected  president 
today,  Councilor  Fish,  Councilor  Chase  and  I 
became  members  of  this  Body  eight  years  ago. 
During  that  time,  as  I  would  at  all  times,  I  have 
acted  as  I  felt  the  people  of  my  district  wanted  me 
to  act.  It  was  only  too  pleasing  to  me  on  election 
night  last  November,  when  I  made  absolutely  no 
campaign  for  re-election,  feeling  that  after  eight 
years  here  I  should  leave  it  up  to  the  people  of  my 
district  to  say  whether  or  not  I  had  done  a  good 
job,  that  I  should  be  returned.  I  was  only  too 
happy  to  see  when  the  vote  was  counted  that  I 
had  been  sent  up  here  by  a  very  substantial  ma- 
jority. The  new  Mayor  today  in  his  short  appear- 
ance before  the  City  Council  at  the  Parker  House 
mentioned  in  particular  one  matter  that  I  fought 
violently  on  the  floor  of  this  Council, — the  setting 
up  of  a  Recreation  Board.  Curley  was  apparently 
against  it  in  what  he  had  to  say  today.  I  was 
against  it  for  the  same  reason,  I  suppose,  that  the 
new  Mayor  is  against  it.  That  is  because  I  didn't 
think  it  was  good  for  the  City  of  Boston.  I  could 
see  nothing  but  a  needless  burden  on  the  citizens 
and  taxpayers.  I  was  one  of  those  who  was  called 
downstairs  today.  I  have  the  courage  of  my  con- 
victions. I  want  to  congratulate  John  Kelly.  John 
has  done  well  here.  It  is  nice  to  see  the  members 
of  the  Council  recognize  him  being  honored  with 
the  presidency  of  this  Body,  but  one  of  the  worst 
things  anyone  can  do,  be  he  Mayor,  Governor  or 
President — and  we  have  altogether  too  much  of  it 
today — is  to  take  that  stick  and  hold  it  over  the 
heads  of  that  Body,  whatever  body  it  may  be.  I 
have  voted  for  eight  years  as  I  thought  I  should, 
and  I  will  do  likewise  for  the  next  two  years.  It 
is  too  bad  that  those  methods  had  to  be  used 
today,  although  we  didn't  have  to  elect  a  president 
today.  Next  Monday  or  a  week  from  Monday 
would  serve  just  as  well.  But  I  am  very  much 
afraid  we  have  all  started  off  with  the  wrong  foot 
today.  I  have  seen  in- the  last  eight  years,  and  we 
are  hoping  to  see  it  for  the  next  two  years,  matters 
come  before  this  Body  that  are  of  the  most  vital 
importance  to  the  people  in  the  gallery  and  people 
on  the  floor  here  today.  Twenty-three  minds  are 
far  better  than  one,  and  in  saying  that  I  recognize 
the  ability  of  the  new  Mayor.  During  the  cam- 
paign, I  thought  it  would  be  for  the  best  interests 
of  the  citizens  of  this  city  that  he  be  elected,  but 
when  a  man  has  taken  away  from  him  that  God- 
given  right  to  use  his  own  judgment,  then  you  are 
not  getting  the  best  that  there  is  out  of  that  man, 
and  you  are  not  getting  the  best  that  there  is  in 
government.  Boston  is  sick.  It  has  been  sick 
for  years.  I  can  go  back  to  the  days  when  I  well 
remember  some  six  or  seven  steamship  lines  plying 
the  coastwise  trade  between  here  and  the  Gulf 
ports.  That  business  has  all  gone  away,  and  while 
it  was  going  away  no  effort  was  made  to  hold  it 
here.  I  want  to  see  Boston  bigger  and  better,  but 
we  can  only  get  that  bigger  and  better  Boston  if 
each  and  every  member  of  this  Council,  when  a 
matter  is  brought  before  it,  has  the  courage  to 
ponder  that  question  and  vote  as  his  conscience 
tells  him  to  vote,  and  to  vote  for  the  best  interests 
of  the  citizens  as  a  whole.  I  have  seen  altogether 
too  many  occasions  when  matters  were  successfully 
expedited  here  in  this  Body  during  the  last  eight 
years,  when  there  were  men  who  did  not  want  to 
vote  for  that  particular  matter,  but  they  did  only 
because  pressure  was  used  upon  them.  I  certainly 
hope,  therefore,  that  if  we  are  going  to  be  a  har- 
monious Body  during  the  next  two  years  that  each 
and  every  member  of  this  Council  will  cease  double- 
dealing,  and  will  vote  in  the  interests  of  the  city, 
as  he  said  outside  he  was  going  to  do.  There  are 
many  able  men  in  this  Council.  There  have  been 
many  able  men  in  the  four  Councils  preceding  it, 
of  which  I  have  been  a  member.  Let  those  men  be 
given  the  right  opportunity,  There  are  certain 
phases  that  eaoh  and  every  member  of  this  Council 
must  seek  and  must  get  not  only  for  his  particular 
constituency  and  his  district,  but  for  the  better- 
ment of  the  oity  as  a  whole,  This  has  got  to  be  a 
give  and  take  proposition.  This  idea  of  telling  a 
man  how  he  is  going  to  vote  has  got  to  cease  or, 
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sad  to  say.  we  will  Ii:ut  a  form  of  government  in 
this  city  wherein  the  taxpayers  and  the  citizens 
will  not  have  the  rinlit  to  exercise  the  powers  they 
arc  privileged  to  exercise,     The  most   damnable 

thing  m  any  public  office  is  to  hold  thai  stick  over 
the  head  of  a  man  in  any  particular  body  and  say, 
"Yes.  I  will  grant  that  favor,  if."  The  time  is 
here  for  a  change,  Let  us  hope  that  change  takes 
place.  Hut  it  won't  take  place  unless  each  and 
every  member  of  this  Council  makes  up  his  mind 
today  that  he  is  going  to  vote  as  the  citizens  of  his 
distriot  want  him  to  vote.  Thank  Gotl  I  am  start- 
ing my  ninth  and  tenth  years  in  this  Body  because 
of  the  graciousness  of  the  good  people  of  my  dis- 
trict, who  have  recognized  the  services  1  have  given 
dining  the  past  eight  years.  No  man  in  my  dis- 
I  rict  was  ever  given  over  four  years  before  my  time, 
and  most  of  them  were  limited  to  two  years.  The 
people  watch  your  actions.  The  people  want  the 
best  that  is  in  you.  And  when  I  say  "the  best 
that  is  in  you."  I  mean  that,  and  not.  what  is  in 
somebody  else.  I  want  to  be  with  the  new  Mayor, 
and  do  everything  I  can  to  support  his  program. 
There  ate  times  when  we  are  going  to  disagree,  as 
I  disagreed  with  the  encumbents  of  the  last  eight 
years.  But  let  us  hope  that  in  starting  this  new 
session,  during  the  next  year  at  least,  we  are  going 
t  o  have  a  Council  here  that  will  be  outstanding  in 
(he  history  of  this  city,  a  Council  that  will  think 
and  act  as  the  people  of  their  districts  want  them 
to  do.      (Applause  from  the  gallery.) 

Coun.  LINEHAN— Mr.  President,  little  did  I 
think  when  I  came  here  this  afternoon  that  I 
would  have  the  desire  to  get  up  and  say  a  few 
words.  But  I  would  be  ungrateful  if  I  at  least 
did  not  thank  the  councilor  from  Dorchester, 
Ward  13  (Coun.  Hannon),  and  the  councilor 
from  East  Boston  (Coun.  Coffey),  for  the  words 
of  commendation  they  paid  me.  I  might  also  say 
for  the  words  they  paid  to  a  real  gentleman,  the 
gentleman  from  Ward  10  (Coun.  Carey),  whom  I 
have  had  the  pleasure  of  serving  with  before. 
At  the  luncheon  — T  think  it  is  all  right  for  me  to 
mention  this  —  at  today's  luncheon  I  spoke  a 
few  words,  and  I  said  that  I  hoped,  regardless  of 
who  was  elected  president  of  this  Council,  that 
there  would  not  be  any  unfriendliness  about  it  at 
the  conclusion  of  the  fight.  And  I  still  say  so. 
No  matter  who  is  elected,  what  difference  does  it 
make  to  us  as  members  of  this  Body?  I  served 
up  here  for  four  months  as  president.  As  a 
result  of  the  tribute  paid  to  me  by  members  in 
this  present  Body,  to  be  honest  with  you,  at  times 
I  found  it  hard  to  preside  up  there  when  I  felt 
like  coming  down  to  this  present  seat  and  getting 
up  and  arguing  for  measures  that  I  felt  were  for 
the  benefit  of  Boston.  But  as  president  I  thought 
I  probably  should  keep  out  of  it,  and  therefore  I 
kept  out  of  it  on  most  occasions.  It  seems  to  me 
that  our  problems  are  more  than  who  is  elected 
president  of  the  City  Council.  We  are  talking 
about  betterment;  we  are  talking  about  housing; 
we  are  talking  about  traffic  conditions;  we  are 
talking  about  spending  millions  of  dollars.  Every 
member  of  this  Council  knows  that  the  present 
Mayor  of  Boston  cannot  send  measures  down  to 
us  requesting  us  to  spend  millions  of  dollars, 
because  the  taxpayers  of  the  city  can't  afford  it. 
The  only  solution  to  Boston's  problems  —  and 
when  I  say  "only"  I  mean  the  only  big  contribu- 
tion to  solving  them  —  is  in  the  Legislature.  And, 
as  we  all  know  here,  if  the  members  of  the  Legisla- 
ture up  on  Beacon  Hill  do  not  cooperate  with  the 
suggested  legislation  which  will  be  filed  on  behalf 
of  the  City  of  Boston  by  the  representatives  of 
the  Law  Department,  in  behalf  of  the  present 
.Mayor,  we  cannot  very  well  give  very  much 
benefit  to  the  taxpayers  of  the  City  of  Boston. 
That  is  fundamental.  We  count  constables  — 
i  here  a  few  and  here  a  few.  It  won't  amount  to 
more  than  a  few  hundred  thousand  dollars  a  year. 
How  much  is  that  on  the  tax  rate?  It  is  very 
small;  it  isn't  even  $1,  as  you  all  know.  Let  us 
at  Least  say  this,  that  while  we  are  members  of  the 
City  Council,  regardless  of  who  is  president, 
regardless  of  who  is  mayor,  that  we  have  to  do  in 
good  conscience  what  we  should  do,  vote  for 
everything  that  is  going  to  benefit  this  city,  and 
as  a  result  we  will  increase  jobs  for  the  returning 
war  veterans.  Now,  as  far  as  housing  is  con- 
cerned, I  don't  know  how  much  the  Mayor  of 
ii  or  the  City  Council  can  do.  The  Boston 
Housing  Authority  arc  trying  their  best  to  get 
two  projects  through,  and  they  are  having  a  hard 
tim<-  as  a  result  of  tin  .Slate  Hoard  of  Housing  and 
the  Federal  authorities.  So  let  us  not  place  too 
much  emphasis  on  who  is  president,  who  had  him 


elected.  Personally,  I  think  the  gentleman  is  a 
good  fellow.  He  voted  for  me  for  the  Council. 
I  don't  say  he  is  a  good  fellow  on  account  of  that. 
Good  luck  to  him.  I  have  no  enmity  because  he 
is  elected.  He  is  certainly  going  to  need  the 
cooperation  of  every  member  of  this  Council, 
because  if  you  don't  have  it  as  president  it  is  a 
tough,  ungrateful  job.  And,  as  you  all  know,  it 
doesn't  pay  one  more  nickel  for  taking  that  job. 
And  all  I  say  in  conclusion  is  that  John  Kelly  is 
one  member  of  the  Council,  and  I  feel  sure  that 
all  the  other  members  who  have  already  spoken 
will  be,  when  it  comes  down  to  it,  100  per  cent  for 
John  Kelly  in  any  measure  that  is  good  for  Boston, 
and  in  every  measure  that  is  good  for  Boston, 
for  the  Mayor  of  the  city,  James  M.  Curley. 

Coun.  CHASE — Speaking  on  the  order,  Mr, 
President,  the  gentleman  front  Ward  3  (Coun. 
Russo)  unquestionably  has  acted  in  good  faith  in 
filing  this  order.  But  in  my  opinion  it  is  a  hopeless 
gesture.  I  can't  possibly  conceive  of  the  gentle- 
man downstairs,  through  the  Corporation  Counsel , 
investing  this  Council  with  power  —  the  Council 
or  any  other  body  —  to  veto  his  acts.  That  is 
far  from  Jim  Curley 's  generosities,  to  vest  us 
with  any  powers.  Certainly,  Mr.  President,  if 
we  were  vested  with  those  powers,  I  doubt  very 
much  if  we  would  exercise  them.  In  my  opinion, 
Mr.  President,  we  have  on  more  than  one  occasion 
in  years  gone  by  indicated  that  we  lacked  the 
judgment  expected  by  the  taxpayers  in  voting  on 
matters  strictly  on  their  merits.  The  taxpayers 
of  Boston  have  elected  us  to  office,  to  decide 
questions  on  merit,  and  they  don't  expect  us  to 
enter  into  any  bargaining  agreement  with  the 
gentleman  downstairs.  I  trust,  Mr.  President, 
and  I  hope  for  the  welfare  of  the  city,  that  we, 
the  members  of  the  City  Council,  will  on  all 
matters  coming  before  us  exercise  prudent 
judgment  and  honestly  endeavor  to  decide  the 
questions  on  their  merits. 

Coun.  MUCHNICK— -I  move  that  this  matter 
be  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Legislative  Affairs 
when  the  same  is  formed. 

Coun.  RUSSO — Speaking  on  the  motion,  Mr. 
President,  I  have  really  no  objection  so  far  as 
referring  my  order  to  the  Legislative  Committee. 
Never  did  I  realize  when  I  presented  this  order 
that  I  would  have  listened  to  so  much  talk.  I  am 
very  happy,  although  it  has  taken  perhaps  a  load 
off  of  everybody's  chest,  and  they  have  said  what- 
ever they  wanted  to  say,  but,  Mr.  President,  this 
is  nothing  unusual  that  I  am  asking  the  Mayor 
of  the  City  of  Boston  to  do.  This  is  nothing  that 
has  anything  to  do  with  any  intention  of  putting 
the  Mayor  of  the  City  of  Boston  in  any  spot, 
so  called.  I  feel  that  in  six  years  I  have  acted 
according  to  the  best  of  my  ability  and  under- 
standing, and  have  tried  to  put  forth  good  and 
God-given  judgment.  The  reason  for  presenting 
this  order  is  so  that  we  may  be  able  to  sit  here  in 
the  Council  Chamber  at  our  meetings  and  exercise 
our  good,  God-given  conscience  and  mind.  There 
have  been  too  many  orders  which  have  passed  in 
this  Council,  perhaps  that  should  not  have  passed, 
and  there  have  been  many  good  orders  that  have 
been  presented  in  the  Council  that  have  passed 
and  were  thrown  in  the  wastebasket  by  his  Honor 
the  Mayor.  By  giving  this  veto  power  to  the 
Council  of  the  City  of  Boston,  it  is  only  giving  the 
proper  power  that  any  other  municipality  or 
State  or  Federal  Government  enjoy  themselves. 
It  gives  more  responsibility  to  the  Boston  City 
Council,  and  perhaps  to  the  man  on  the  second 
floor,  by  not  throwing  too  many  orders  into  his 
lap  that  the  Council  may  wash  its  hands  of.  I 
feel  that  if  the  Boston  City  Council  has  the  power 
to  over-ride  the  Mayor's  veto,  it  puts  the  coun- 
cilors, each  and  every  one,  in  their  respective 
positions,  to  exercise  their  good  judgment  when 
a  question  is  before  them  for  decision.  And  not 
only  that.  I  feel  that  it  is  the  proper  time,  where 
we  have  been  asking  for  home  rule.  His  Honor 
the  Mayor  today  at  Symphony  Hall  concurred 
with  that  idea  when  he  said  that  he  would  present 
to  the  Legislature  bills  so  that  he  may  have  a 
voice  in  the  School  Committee  doings.  Never  did 
I  realize,  as  I  stated  before,  that  this  question 
would  have  taken  up  so  much  time.  I  have 
acted  in  good  faith,  and  I  dare  anyone  to  say 
otherwise.  In  the  last  six  years  that  I  have  been 
a  member  of  the  Boston  City  Council,  I  have  not 
allowed  any  pressure  groups  or  any  one  else  to  tell 
me  what  to  do.  As  long  as  God  gives  me  my 
good  sense  of  reasoning,  and  as  long  as  God  guides 
me,  to  that  extent  I  shall  always  exercise  it  to  the 
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best  of  my  ability  for  the  best   interests   of  the 
people  of  the  City  of  Boston. 

Conn.  BAYLEY— Mr.  President,  I  wish  to 
commend  the  distinguished  councilor  from  Ward  14 
(Coun.  Muchnick)  for  his  motion  to  refer  this 
matter  to  a  committee.  In  the  two  years  I  have 
been  a  member  of  the  Council  I  have  seen  many 
measures— I  would  say  the  great  majority  of  the 
measures— passed  here  under  suspension  of  the 
rule.  I  believe  all  matters  brought  before  the 
Council  should  be  referred  to  Council  committees 
for  full  investigation.  I  think  the  Council  com- 
mittee chairmen  should  notify  all  other  councilors 
of  such  meetings,  so  all  may  have  full  and  thorough 
knowledge  of  every  matter  before  voting  in  the 
Council  on  it.  There  was  a  matter  concerning 
raising  certain  officials  that  came  about  in  Decem- 
ber, of  which  only  those  members  of  the  committee 
knew  anything.  And  when  I  asked  the  chairman 
of  that  committee — the  chairman  no  longer  being 
a  member  of  this  Council — as  to  the  opinion 
of  the  Budget  Commissioner,  he  told  me  I  could 
look  it  up  in  the  record,  and  while  I  was  looking 
it  up  in  the  record  it  was  passed  quickly.  I  believe 
all  these  measures  that  affect  the  taxpayers  should 
be  referred  to  committees,  and  I  hope  our  new 
President  who  has  been  elected  to  the  chair  will 
adopt  that  as  his  policy,  and  refer  matters  for  full 
investigation,  so  that  we  may  all  know  that  on 
which  we  are  voting,  and  that  suspension  of  the 
rules  will  be  a  matter  of  the  past. 

Coun.  RUSSO— Mr.  President,  if  I  may  ask 
through  you — through  our  City  Clerk — when  is 
the  last  date  for  filing  legislation  in  the  Legislature? 
Chairman  McCORMACK — January  12. 
Coun.  RUSSO— For  that  reason,  I  ask  this 
Body  pass  this  order  of  mine  under  suspension  of 
the  rule.  We  haven't  the  time  to  present  it  to 
the  Legislature  for  proper  legislation  to  govern 
the  City  'of  Boston.  If  you  feel  deep  down  in 
your  hearts,  minds  and  consciences  that  the 
Boston  City  Council  should  not  have  the  privilege 
of  exercising  the  right  to  over-ride  the  veto,  then 
I  ask  you  to  vote  against  it.  But  if  you  feel  a 
Body  such  as  ours  should  have  the  same  privilege 
and  the  same  responsibility  as  the  State  Legisla- 
ture enjoys  with  the  Senate,  as  Congress  enjoys 
with  the  Senate,  then  I  ask  you  to  pass  this  so 
that  it  may  be  heard  at  the  Legislature,  where 
proper  consideration  may  be  given  to  it,  and  it 
might  bring  about  a  change  in  shouldering  the 
responsibilities  placed  upon  individuals,  and  placed 
upon  individuals  who  have  been  elected  to  assume 
those  responsibilities. 

The  motion  to  refer  the  matter  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  Legislative  Affairs  was  carried.  Coun. 
RUSSO  doubted  the  vote  and  asked  for  a  roll  call. 
The  roll  was  called,  and  the  order  was  referred  to 
the  Committee  on  Legislative  Matters,  ,when 
appointed,  yeas  12,  nays  8: 

Yeas — Coun.  Bayley,  Bryan,  Cantwell,  Cook, 
Fish,  Kelly,  Kinsella,  Lane,  Madden,  McCormaek, 
Moriarty,  Muchnick — 12. 

Nays — Coun.  Carey,  Chase,  Hurley,  Keenan, 
Linehan,  Russo,  Scannell,  Sullivan — 8. 


TENANCY   IN   HOUSING   PROJECTS. 

Coun.  KINSELLA  offered  the  following: 
Ordered,  That  his  Honor  the  Mayor  be  requested 
to  confer  with  the  Boston  Housing  Authority  for 
the  purpose  of  trying  to  induce  Housing  Authority 
tenants  who  were  not  residents  of  Boston  on 
January  1,  1941,  to  vacate  their  present  quarters 
so  that  Boston  residents,  preferably  veterans,  may 
be  housed  in  those  developments. 

Coun.  KINSELLA— Mr.  President,  for  the  last 
hour  and  a  half  we  have  been  listening  to  the 
opinions  of  the  various  members  of  the  Body 
regarding  the  measure  of  home  rule  for  Boston, 
and  in  one  of  the  most  vitally  important  matters 
that  has  come  up  in  recent  years  we  have  not 
exercised,  nor  have  we  requested,  complete  home 
rule.  I  refer  to  the  matter  of  housing  returned 
veterans.  Mr.  President,  when  the  housing 
development  in  Charlestown  was  first  erected  we 
were  informed  by  the  Boston  newspapers  the 
project  was  being  erected  primarily  for  the  clear- 
ance of  slums,  and  primarily  for  city  tenants. 
Immediately  upon  the  acceptance  of  applications 
we  found  out  that  there  was  a  joker  in  the  law, 
that  anyone  living  in  Boston  for  twelve  months 
prior  to  the  date  of  application  and  who  was  an 
American  citizen  was  eligible  for  an  apartment  in 
one  of   the   developments.     The  annual   incomes 


upon  which  the  applications  were  determined  were 
at  that  time  so  erroneously  set  and  arrived  at  that 
it  resulted  in  a  general  exodus  from  Charlestown 
ot  thousands  of  people  whose  property  was  either 
sold   by  the  Housing  Authority  or  taken  by  the 
exercise    of    eminent    domain.     The    result    was 
that   many  worthy  people   had   to  leave  Charles 
town     and    fend     for     themselves     elsewhere     in 
unfriendly  communities.     About  1941,  on  Decem- 
u     7has  a  result  of  tne  attack  on  Pearl  Harbor 
the    Federal    Government    required    the    Boston 
Housing    Authority    to    make    provision    for    the 
housing  of  servicemen  applicants  who  were  moved 
into  this  area  from  other  service  command  areas 
and  naval  district,  areas.     Those  of  them  who  had 
families    were    taken    in    as    fast    as    apartments 
became    available.     The    result    was    that    very 
very  soon  the  Charlestown   development   lost  its' 
identity   as   a   low-rent    housing   area,    and   then 
further  to   complicate   matters,   the   migrant   war 
workers    were    brought    into    this    section    of    the 
country  from  as  far  away  as  New  Mexico,  Oregon 
Wellington     and     California,     and     the     Boston 
people,  upon  whom  rests  the  burden  of  liquidating 
the    housing    indebtedness    were    not    even    con- 
sidered.    Statements  were  made  in  this  chamber 
in  your   hearing,   Mr.  President,  several   times   in 
my  tenure  here,  that  come  the  cessation  of  hos- 
tilities Boston  would  be  faced  with  the  inevitable 
task  of  taking  care  of  outsiders  who  came  in  here, 
and  who  more  or  less  were  encouraged  to  usurp 
and  pirate  a  splendid  development  and  a  splendid 
idea,  over  the  heads  of  Boston  people.     Now,  I  am 
not  blind  to  the  fact  that  in  the  area  in  Charles- 
town known  as  the  Housing  Project  there  are  a 
good  many  hundreds   who   will  have  no  bona  fides 
as  Boston  people  prior  to  Pearl  Harbor,  but  if  the 
holiday  is  over  for  the  constables,  if  the  holiday 
is  over  for  the  Boston  City  Council,  if  the  honey- 
moon is  over  for  city  employees,  the  honeymoon 
should  be  over  for   the   migrant    war  worker  who 
is  still  keeping  the  Boston  veteran  serviceman  out 
of  a  home,  and  driving  him  into  a  packing  case. 
Some    time    back,    Mr.    President,    I    introduced 
a  similar  order  that  met  with  the  fate  that  so  many 
others   referred  .to  by  Councilor  Russo  met  with. 
Unofficially,   I  was  given  to  understand  that  the 
Boston    Housing    Authority  requested    permission 
of  Washington  to  carry  out  the  terms  of  the  orders 
which   then  were  substantially   as  they  are  now. 
And  they  were  instructed  that  they  could  make 
no  such  move  because  those  people  primarily  were 
United  States  citizens.     Well,  let  me  say,  without 
attempting  to  flatter  anyone  in  Boston,  that  even 
though  they  might  be  United  States   citizens   the 
people   in    whom    I    am    fundamentally  interested 
,  first    are   not    only    United     States    citizens,    but 
citizens  of   Boston  and  benefactors  of   the  whole 
nation.     I   am   not   shouting   here   today   because 
the   audience   numerically   is   a   little  larger   than 
usual.     But  certain  hard  and  fast  rules  have  been 
hinted  at  for  the  benefit  of  the  twenty-two  coun- 
cilors.    We  are  going  to  be  obliged  to  hew  to  the 
line  or  else.     And  now,  speaking  in  my  capacity 
as   a   member   of   the   Boston   City   Council,  lam 
offering   what    I    choose   to    call   a   commendable 
suggestion.     We  had  better  start  thinking  of  the 
Boston  veteran  and  let  the  multi-millionaire  war 
worker  go  back  where  he  came  from.     How  can 
you  pass  a  boy  on  the  street — how  can  you  sit  in 
your  home  night  after  night  and  tell  a  serviceman 
that   all   of   the   developments   are    100   per   cent 
occupied,  and  then  have  him  reveal  to  you  that  he 
is  living  with  three  children  and  a  mother-in-law, 
or  a  sister  or  a  brother,   in  five  rooms,   or  three 
rooms,   or  four  rooms?     The  general  public  does 
not  have  that  condition  to  put  up  with.     Night 
after  night  after  night,  until  we  are  weary  of  telling, 
them,  the  same  old  cut  and  dried  story.     Get  th* 
war  worker  out  and  something  can  be  done.     The 
war  workers   were   here   in    safety,    in    peace,   in 
absolute  security  and  in  the  ultimate  of  prosperity, 
while  the  boys  we  saw  on  the  platform  at  Symphony 
Hall  today  were  acquiring  their  lifelong  disabilities. 
Is  the  honeymoon  over  for  them,   too?     I  recall 
here  in  1942,  1943,  1944,  and  a  part  of  1945,  when 
you  couldn't  take  to  your  feet  and  mention  any- 
thing  beneficial    to    veterans    without    the    entire 
audience  almost  going  into  a  frenzy.     But  peace 
now  has  descended  upon  us,   and  there  isn't  any 
frenzy    to    help    them    out.     Many    thousands    of 
them   were   married,   going  into   the  service,   and 
have  children.     Others  got  married  while  in  the 
service   and   have   now   begun   to    have   children. 
The  only  answer  we  can  find  for  them  is  that  the 
war    workers,     despite    the    diminution     of     war 
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k,  hold  the  apartments  that  those  young 
warriors  most  riahlj  deserve  \\  i  can  talk  here 
until  doomsdaj  and  make  no  progress  whatever 
unless  the  public  back  us  up,  and  that  is  just  as 
true  a-  our  relations  with  anj  Mayor.  Ho  cannot 
ressone  inch  without  our  help.  Soil  is  a  mutual 
undertaking.  If  there  is  any  member  of  your 
family  that  is  up  against  the  almost  impregnable 
conditions  thai  1  have  mentioned,  only  you.  the 
general  public  of  Host. mi,  can  help  us  to  correct 
the  condition.  Mr.  President,  1  ask  suspension 
of  the  rule  and  passage  of  the  order. 

Coun.  LINEHAN—  As  a  member  of  the  Boston 
Housing  Authority  today—  I  think  my  term  of 
office  on   thai   boob    expires  as  of  tonight   about 

twelve    o'clock,    -1  suppose     1     i'L\n     answer    a     few 

of  the  points  raised  by  the  councilor  from  Charles- 
town  (Conn.  Kinseila).  As  a  veteran  and  a 
member  of  that  Boston  Housing  Authority, 
1  have  been  fully  aware  of  the  difficulties  of  return- 
ing service  men  in  securing  a  place  to  live.  Every 
member  of  that  board  is  well  aware  of  that  fact. 
And  at  the  present  time  1  can  tell  the  gentleman 
from  Charlestown  (Coun.  Kinsella),  if  lie  doesn't 
already  know  it,  that  nobody  other  than  a  veteran 
at  the  present  time  can  become  a  new  tenant 
in  the  developments  owned  by  the  Boston  Housing 
Authority.  May  I  bring  your  minds  back  to 
some  years  ago  when  the  so-called  housing  prob- 
lem had  "tough  luck,"  so  to  say.  Some  of  the 
members  of  the  present  Council  well  remember 
one  housing  project  started  in  Boston  in  the  '30's 
how  many  citizens  of  Boston  were  against  the 
so-called  housing  development.  Many  of  them 
were  from  Dorchester,  West  Roxbury,  and  all 
over  this  city.  Of  course,  they  couldn't  look 
into  the  future  and  see  the  things  that  would 
exist  today.  If  they  could  have,  we  would  have 
had  many  more  housing  developments  in  the 
city.  We  would  have  had  a  better  city  to  live 
in.  We  would  have  had  less  dilapidated  areas. 
But  due  to  the  fact  that  many  people,  many 
pressure  groups,  were  against  housing  at  that 
time,  as  a  result  of  that,  we  only  have  the  so- 
called  few  housing  developments  where  we  could 
have  had  twice  as  many.  Now,  I  don't  want 
the  impression  left  with  this  Body  and  with  the 
public  that  at  least  the  Boston  Housing  Authority 
is  not  trying  to  do  its  best  to  try  to  help  the 
returning  service  man,  because,  as  I  said  before, 
the  rule  now  promulgated  by  our  board,  with 
t lie  approval  pf  the  State  Board  of  Housing  and 
the  Federal  Board  of  Housing — and,  by  the  way, 
any  regulations  we  set  up  have  to  be  approved 
first  by  the  State  Board  of  Housing  and  this  Federal 
Board  of  Housing,  so  you  can  imagine  the  job 
we  are  up  against.  Now,  at  the  present  time 
if  there  was  available  housing  anywhere  within, 
say,  ten  miles  of  Boston,  we  are  in  a  position  to 
tell  people  who  are  not  going  to  live  in  Boston 
in  the  near  future  and  want  to  get  out  of  the 
project  to  leave.  But  if  there  is  no  available 
housing  the  Boston  Housing  Authority  has  not 
got  the  power  to  move  people  out,  for  the  sole 
reason  that  they  come  from  Oskaloosa,  or  Kansas. 
You  can  well  remember  when  the  war  first  started, 
or  just  before,  all  sorts  of  inducements  were  put 
out  for  people  outside  Boston, — good  machinists,' 
or  what  have  you  —  that  if  they  came  to  Boston 
they  would  be  furnished  housing.  Some  of  you 
councilors  remember  that  the  South  Boston  project, 
•  ailed  the  Old  Colony  project,  was  thrown  back 
to  the  Federal  Government,  solely  to  be  used 
for  housing  war  workers.  As  a  result  of  our 
fight  here  in  the  Boston  City  Council,  after  fight- 
ing for  months,  people  living  in  Boston  and  work- 
ing in  war  industries  were  permitted  to  become 
tenants  in  the  Old  Colony  project,  where  here 
on  the  board  they  were  not  permitted  unless  they 
lived  so  many  miles  outside  of  Boston.  Now, 
as  I  Said  before,  if  there  was  available  housing 
for  the  people  who  now  live  in  the  project, — if 
the  councilor  from  Charlestown  (Coun.  Kinsella) 
can  show  that  there  is  available  housing — I  am 
on  the  Board  until  twelve  o'clock  this  evening, 
and  I  am  only  too  glad  to  tell  you  we  will  be 
triad  to  move  them  out.  But  if  there  is  no  avail- 
able housing  we  can't  put  them  on  the  street. 
Aflei  ears  ago  when   things 

were    tOUgh    and     we    needed    defense    workers    to 
in,    and   said,    "We   will    give   you    housing," 
we    can't,    do    it    very    well.      It    doesn't    help    the 
situation     whatsoever.     And     you     don't     want 

to  forget  that  war  workers  did  perforin  something 
meritorious,  and  they  bad  children  who  served 
in  the  armed  force-.  We  have  to  be  somewhat 
fair    to    thern.      Von     can't     just    kick    them    out 


in  the  street  without  BOme  place  In  go.  Now, 
if  the  gentleman  from  Charlestown  (Conn.  Kin- 
sella) can  tell  me,  as  a  member  of  the  Board, 
where  there  is  mailable  housing.  I  will  guarantee  to 
him  thai  if  any  of  those  people  he  suggests  are  in, I 
going  to  live  in  Boston  from  now  on,  we  will  be  only 
too  happy  to  have  them  moved  out.  We  are  just 
(ine  ul  the  three  alphabet  boards  in  going  to  the 
State  Board  of  Housing,  and  anything  we  do  goes  to 
the  Federal  aulhoril  [OS.     Several  months  ago  we  did 

make  a  survey  of  different  projects,  requesting 
different  tenants  for  information  as  to  whether  or 
not  they  intended  to  slay  in  the  City  of  Boston  as 
residents,  and  we  found  not  too  many  saying  that 
they  would  not.  Now.  I  don't  know  what  power 
we  have.  I  don't  believe  we  have  any  power  to 
say  that  if  you  haven't  lived  in  Boston  more  than 
two  years,  three  years  or  five  years  you  must  get, 
out  of  the  project.  I  think  the  present  law  is  still 
if  you  are  a  citizen  of  the  United  States  you  are 
permitted  to  get  into  a  project  if  you  can.  At  the 
present  time  nobody  can  get  in  except  returning 
war  veterans  and  their  families.  No.  1,  war 
veterans  and  families.  That  means  a  veteran 
with  children.  No.  2,  any  totally  disabled  war 
veteran,  married,  without  children.  No.  3,  any 
war  veteran  with  a  family  that  did  not  go  out-  of 
the  country.  That  is  the  present  regulation-,  and 
I  think  the  gentleman  from  Charlestown  (Coun. 
Kinsella)  will  agree  with  me  that,  those  regulations 
are  fair,  considering  that  is  all  we  can  do  within 
the  powers  allowed  to  us  by  the  Federal  Public 
Housing  Administration.  Now,  if  there  is  any- 
thing he  can  recommend  that  the  Boston  Housing 
Authority  can  do  to  correct  this  condition  that 
exists,  I  will  be  only  too  glad  to  call  it  to  their 
attention,  and  I  think  they  will  be  only  too  happy 
to  receive  it,  so  they  can  carry  out  whatever- 
worthwhile  recommendations  they  can  carry  out 
within  the  law.  I  hope  I  have  given  some  informa- 
tion to  the  councilor,  and  I  hope  the  general  public 
and  newspapers  don't  say  that  the  Housing 
Authority  won't  kick  anybody  out  who  is  going 
out  of  the  city  and  don't  say  they  are  not  taking 
care  of  the  veterans,  because  they  are  trying  to. 
I  might  cite  just  one  project.  The  Old  Harbor 
project — just  to  give  you  an  idea  of  how  few  vacan- 
cies exist.  Right  over  in  Charlestown,  the  counci- 
lor probably  has  an  idea  how  few  places  there  are, 
particularly  in  the  wintertime.  In  Old  Harbor 
Village,  for  example,  in  December,  there  were  nine 
vacancies;  in  October,  there  were  seven  or  eight; 
and  since  then,  of  course,  naturally,  with  the  cold 
weather,  you  have  less  vacancies.  And  I  dare  say 
during  the  month  of  January  you  are  lucky  if  you 
have  four  or  five  vacancies.  I  don't  know  the 
answer,  unless  by  some  miracle  we  •  can  promote 
and  build  more  housing  projects  quickly  with 
government  money  because,  in  my  opinion, 
private  industry  has  slowed  down  in  regard  to 
housing.  One  reason  is  they  cannot  get  materials, 
which  is  one  reason  we  can't  move  faster.  But 
within  a  few  months,  with  the  cooperation  of  the 
State  and  Federal  boards,  we  will  have  the  projects 
started. 

Coun.  KINSELLA — I  am,  of  course,  very  well 
aware  of  the  truth  of  many  of  the  things  that  Coun- 
cilor Linehan  has  just  said.  I  believe  I  said  I  am 
home  every  night  in  the  week  listening  to  these  com- 
plaints. Ot  course,  I  didn't  say  anything  about, 
my  knowledge  as  to  the  requirements,  about 
veterans  with  children.  I  took  it  for  granted 
that  almost  everyone  in  Boston  today  knew 
that.  As  to  the  plan  to  build  in  the  future, 
that  is  entirely  meritorious  and  very  likely  needed 
to  a  high  degree.  I  am  not  thinking  of  that 
at  all.  There  are  very  few  times  when  I  recom- 
mend anything  that  may  sound  inhumane.  If 
I  had  any  enmity  to  exercise,  I  don't  want  to 
exercise  it  towards  the  source  from  which 
my  bread  and  butter  comes.  The  councilor 
very  nobly,  and  very  well  indeed,  spoke  of  the 
great  work  that  the  war  workers  did.  Of  course 
they  did,  and  were  well  paid  for  it,  I  might  add, — 
not  S50  a  month.  They  were  not  taken  from 
jobs  that  paid  them  a  pittance  and  put  into 
one  that  paid  them  less,  with  the  attendant 
responsibility  of  taking  care  of  a  wife  and  children, 
— one  child  and  wife  got  $80  a  month ;  two  children, 
$100  a  month  —  with  prices  skyrocketing.  And 
while  they  were  earning  these  tremendous  sala- 
ries, Councilor  Linehan  and  fifteen  million  others 
were  keeping  them  under  a  maximum  of  safety. 
Now,  you  have  one  way,  and  only  one.  You 
will  either  take  care  of  your  own  because  no 
one  else  will,  or  you  will  sit  back  with  cold  in- 
difference, and  you  will  say,  "I  cannot  be  that 
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inhumane  to  a  fellow  human."  The  Boston 
area  is  depleted  of  skilled  labor  because,  in  keep- 
ing with  its  long  tradition,  it  sprung  to  arms 
to  the  extent  of  about  75,000  or  80,000  young 
men,  who  left  behind  them  the  skills  that  were 
earning  them  a  week's  pay,  and  took  up  an  alien 
trade  at  which  they  were  not  very  proficient 
until  after  they  had  been  trained.  I  am  totally 
in  accord  with  the  suggestion  that  Bobby  makes 
about  trying  to  find  them  some  place.  What 
is  wrong  with  the  places  they  left?  Many, 
many,  many  of  them  are  financially  independent 
today  in  comparison  with  their  plight  of  1940 
or  early  1941.  And  they  can  go  back  to  the 
land  from  whence  they  came  in  far  better  shape 
financially  than  any  of  the  boys  coming  back 
with  their  arms  and  legs  blasted,  or  their  sight 
gone,  and  they  still  not  so  far  gone  as  to  be  hospital 
cases.  And  we  see  them  every  day  of  the  week. 
I  don't  like  to  be  accused  of  being  cold  or  in- 
humane about  it.  I  don't  see  what  is  inhumane 
about  it  when  by  a  stroke  of  the  pen  we  can 
take  homes  from  people  under  the  guise  of  eminent 
domain.  We  can  turn  them  out  because  we  give 
them  $300  or  $1,200  assessment,  assessed  valua- 
tion on  the  property,  or  we  give  them  $3,500 
for  something  assessed  at  $2,700.  They  don't 
want  to  leave.  That  is  not  inhumane.  It  is 
the  worst  form.  You  can't  spread  $1,500  over 
your  head  as  a  shelter  from  the  elements.  As 
far  as  I  am  concerned,  they  can  get  out  tomorrow, 
and  as  fast  as  they  move,  the  boys  who  are  heart- 
broken   now    because    nothing    can    be    done    for 


them  can  move  in.  If  that  is  inhumanity,  I 
plead  guilty.  They  are  mine — I  like  to  feel  and 
think  of  them  as  mine — and  I  feel  a  sense  of 
personal  indebtedness  to  them.  If  we  can  take 
a  hovel  from  over  the  heads  of  an  old  couple 
and  give  them  $1,000,  we  can  take  a  comfortable 
flat  from  couples  much  younger,  and  begin  taking 
care  of  our  own. 

Coun.  BAYLEY — Speaking  on  the  order,  Mr. 
President.  A  short  while  ago  I  made  a  speech  to 
the  effect  that  I  thought  all  matters  should  be 
referred  to  committees  for  full  investigation.  I 
am  in  favor  of  the  passage  of  this  order,  but  I 
believe  that  all  matters  should  be  so  referred,  and 
we  should  start  the  New  Year  right.  I  am  well 
aware,  Mr.  President,  that  no  committees  have 
been  appointed  for  this  year,  but  I  believe  it  is 
within  your  power  to  appoint  a  Committee  on 
Legislative  Matters  which  can  consider  the  matter 
referred  to  earlier  in  the  session.  You  can  appoint 
a  committee  to  take  care  of  this  matter  in  the 
very  near  future  and  return  it  to  the  Council. 
I  am  in  favor  of  the  order,  as  stated  before,  but 
I  beliave  we  should  start  the  New  Year  right, 
referring  every  order  before  us.  And  I  believe 
this  should  be  referred  to  such  committee. 

President  KELLY — The  point  is  well  taken. 

The  order  was  referred  to  the  Commitee  on 
Public  Housing,  when  appointed. 


Adjourned,  on  motion  of  Coun.  McCORMACK, 
at  5.45  p.  m.,  to  meet  on  Monday,  January  14, 
1946,  at  2  p.  m. 
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Proceedings  of  City  Council. 


Monday,  January  14,  1946, 
Regular  meeting  of  the  City  Council  held  in  the 
Council  Chamber,  City  Hall,  at  2  p.  m.,  President 
KELLY  in  the  chair.     Absent,  Coun.  Coffey. 

The  meeting  was  opened  with  the  salute  to  the 
Flag. 


ERECTION   OF   FENCE,  'AMORY   STREET, 
WARD    11. 
The  following  was  received ; 

City  of  Boston, 
Office  of  the  Mayor,  January  14,  1946. 
To  the  City  Council. 

Gentlemen, — I  transmit  herewith  for  your  con- 
sideration a  communication  from  the  New  York, 
New  Haven  and  Hartford  Railroad  Company, 
regarding  your  order  of  November  19,  relative  to 
the  erection  of  a,  wire  fence  around  property  on 
Amory  street,  Ward  11. 

Respectfully, 
James  M.  Curley,  Mayor. 

The  New  York,  New  Haven  and  Hartford  Railroad 
Company,  Operating  Department, 
Boston  10,  Mass. 

January  7,  1946. 
Office  of  the  Mayor,  City  Hall. 
Boston  8,  Massachusetts. 
Gentlemen, — -Referring  to  your  letter  of  Novem- 
ber 23,  1945,  City  Council  order  of  November  19 
requesting   the   erection   of  a   wire   fence   around 
property,  on   Amory   street,    Ward    11,    and   my 
acknowledgment  of  November  29. 

This  is  to  advise  you  that  the  project  has  been 
approved  and  the  fence  will  be  erected  as  soon  as 
possible. 

Very  truly  yours, 
W.  E.  Mullins,  Superintendent. 
Placed  on  file. 


APPOINTMENT    OF     JOHN    J.    COLEMAN. 
The  following  was  received: 

City  of  Boston, 
Office  of  the  Mayor,  January  8,  1946. 
To  the  City  Council. 

,  Gentlemen, — Under  the  provisions  of  section 
26M  of  chapter  484  of  the  Acts  of  1938,  I  hereby 
appoint  John  J.  Coleman,  25  Huntington  avenue, 
Boston,  to  be  a  member  of  _  the  Boston  Housing 
Authority  for  the  term  ending  January  8,  1951, 
in  place  of  Thomas  E.  Linehan  who  has  been 
elected  to  the  City  Council  and  whose  term  expires 
this  day. 

I  recommend  the  confirmation  and  approval  of 
this  appointment  by  your  Honorable  Body  in  the 
form  of  order  submitted  herewith. 

Respectfully, 
James  M.  Cttrley,  Mayor. 

Ordered,  That  the  appointment  by  his  Honor 
the  Mayor,  of  John  J.  Coleman,  to  be  a  member 
of  the  Boston  Housing  Authority  for  the  term 
ending  January  8,  1951,  be  and  hereby  is  confirmed 
and  approved. 

Laid  over  for  one  week,  under  the  law. 


APPROPRIATION   FOR   SAVINGS   BONDS 
ALLOTMENT   PLAN  EXPENSES. 
The  following  was  received : 

City  of  Boston, 
Office  of  the  Mayor,  January  14,  1946. 
To  the  City  Council. 

Gentlemen, — For  the  past  four  years,  the  City 
has  cooperated  with  the  Federal  Government  by 
making  pay  roll  deductions  for  the  purchase  of 
savings  bonds  issued  by  the  Federal  Government 
in  connection  with  the  financing  of  the  war  activi- 


ties. It  is  estimated  that  during  this  period,  pay 
roll  deductions  on  City  and  County  pay  rolls 
totalled  in  excess  of  two  million,  six  hundred 
thousand  dollars.  It  is  desirable,  in  my  opinion, 
to  continue  this  cooperative  effort,  since  the 
financing  of  the  heavy  burden  resulting  from  the 
war  will  remain  with  us  for  many  years  to  come. 
I  submit  herewith  an  appropriation  order  provid- 
ing for  the  continuance  of  another  year  of  the  unit 
responsible  for  the  handling  of  these  pay  roll  de- 
ductions, and  respectfully  recommend  adoption  of 
this  order  by  your  Honorable  Body. 

Respectfully, 
James  M.  Curley,  Mayor. 

Ordered,  That  the  sum  of  twenty-five  thousand 
dollars  ($25,000)  be,  and  the  same  hereby  is,  ap- 
propriated to  be  expended  under  the  direction  of 
the  Mayor  as  administrative  expenses  in  connec- 
tion with  the  United  States  Savings  Bonds  Allot- 
ment Plan,  said  sum  to  be  charged  to  the  Con- 
tingent Fund  when  made. 

Referred  to  Executive  Committee. 


TEMPORARY   CHAIRMAN,   EXECUTIVE 
COMMITTEE. 

President  KELLY  announced  the  appointment 
of  Councilor  Fish  as  Chairman  of  the  Executive 
Committee. 


PETITIONS   REFERRED. 

The  following  petitions  were  received  and  re- 
ferred to  the  committees  named,  when  appointed, 
viz.: 

Claims. 

Eleanor  B.  Daunis,  for  compensation  for  dam- 
age to  car  by  fire  apparatus. 

Joseph  P.  Donnelly,  to  be  reimbursed  as  result 
of  accident  which  occurred  while  in  performance 
of  duty. 

William  R.  Huber,  to  be  reimbursed  for  execu- 
tion issued  against  him. 

Louis  Kaplan,  for  compensation  for  damage  to 
car  caused  by  an  alleged  defect  in  Chelsea  street. 

Henry  M.  Landesman,  for  compensation  for 
damage  to  car  and  injuries  caused  by  an  alleged 
defect  in  Bunker  Hill  street. 

Leonard  Furniture  Company,  for  compensation 
for  damage  to  property  at  770  Washington  street, 
caused  by  city  car. 

Lincoln  Upholstering  Company,  for  compensa- 
tion for  damage  to  truck  caused  by  an  alleged 
defect  in  Hampden  street. 

Lloyd  J.  Marshall,  for  compensation  for  damage 
to  car  by  city  truck. 

Julia  M.  Mulvihill,  for  compensation  for  injuries 
caused  by  an  alleged  defect  at  342  Washington 
street. 

Joseph  M.  Roper,  to  be  reimbursed  as  result  of 
accident  which  occurred  while  in  performance  of 
duty. 

Committee  on  Licenses. 

Petitions  for  driveway  openings: 

Cornelius  J.  Moriarty,  at  Dorchester  avenue 
and  Savin  Hill  avenue,  Ward  15. 

Louis  R.  DeSanctis  at  355  Bennington  street, 
Ward  1. 

Petitions  of  Boston  Elevated  Railway  for  opera- 
tion of  motor  vehicles: 

Between  junction  of  Kneeland  and  Lincoln 
streets  and  junction  of  Summer  street  and  Atlantic 
avenue,  over  Lincoln  street  and  Summer  street. 

Between  junction  of  Granite  avenue  and  Milton 
street  and  junction  of  Granite  avenue  and  Hill 
Top  street,  over  Milton  street,  Lenoxdale  avenue 
and  Hill  Top  street,  in  either  direction. 

Over  Congress  street,  in  either  direction,  be- 
tween Post  Office  square  and  Atlantic  avenue. 

Between  junction  of  Summer  and  South  streets 
and  junction  of  Atlantic  avenue  and  Essex  street, 
over  South  street  and  Essex  street. 

Between  Massachusetts  station  and  junction  of 
Hemenway  street  and  Forsyth  street,  over  New- 
bury street,  Massachusetts  avenue,  Boylston 
street  and  Hemenway  street;  return  over  Hemen- 
way street  and  Boylston  street  to  Massachusetts 
station. 

Over  Chestnut  Hill  avenue,  in  either  direction, 
bstween  Commonwealth  avenue  and  Cleveland, 
Circle. 
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PERMITS   FOB    CHILDREN. 


Petition  of  Tributary  Children's  Theatre  for 
children  under  fifteen  years  of  age  to  appear  at 
New  England  Mutual  Sail  on  January   19 

Permit  granted,  under  usual  conditions 


NOTICES   OF   RESIGNATION. 

Notices  <>r  resignation  and  acceptances  by  the 
Mayoi  were  received  as  follows: 

.hums  E.  Agnew,  Corporation  Counsel. 

Archibald  B.  Cameron,  Veterans'  Grave  Regis- 
tration Officer, 

John  A.  Donoglnu',  Strn-t  Commissioner. 

Thomas  A.  Dowd,  Transit  Commissioner. 

John  I.  Fitzgerald,  Fire  Commissioner. 

William  F.  Siggins,  Street  Commissioner. 

William  E.  Hurley,  City  Collector. 

Edward  F.  McLaughlin.  Street  Commissioner. 

Henry  Selvitella,  Penal  Institutions  Commis- 
sioner. 

Severally  placed  on  file. 


REMOVAL  OF  CLARENCE  E.   HYDE. 

The  following  was  received : 

Office  of  the  Mayor, 
City  Hall,  January  8,  1940. 
John  B.  Hynes.  City  Clerk, 
Boston,  Mass. 
Dear  Sir, —  I  hereby  remove  Clarence  E.  Hyde, 
Transit  Commissioner  of  the  City  of  Boston,  from 
said   position,   effective   today,   for  the  following 
reasons: 

In  my  opinion,  he  is  neither  an  expert  or  specially 
fitted  by  education,  training  or  experience,  to 
perform  the  duties  of  the  office,  nor  am  I  satisfied 
with  the  manner  in  which  the  work  of  the  de- 
partment lias  been  conducted  during  the  past 
few  years. 

For  these  reasons,  and  to  obtain  a  more  efficient 
conduct  of  the  city's  business,  this  removal  is 
made. 

Respectfully, 
James  M.  Ctoley,  Mayor. 
Placed  on  file. 


REMOVAL   OF   JAMES   E.  KING. 
The  following  was  received: 

Office  of  the  Mayor,  January  9,  1946. 
Mr.  John  B.  Hynes,  City  Clerk, 
Boston,  Mass. 
Dear  Sir, —  I  hereby  remove  James  E.   King, 
Chairman,     Statistics     Department,     from     said 
position,    effective    this    date,    for    the   following 
reasons: 

In  my  opinion  he  is  neither  an  expert  or  specially 
fitted  by  education,  training'  or  experience,  to 
perform  the  duties  of  the  office,  nor  am  I  satisfied 
with  the  manner  in  which  the  work  of  the  said 
department  is  being  conducted  because  of  the  long 
absence  from  office  of  the  above  named  James  E. 
King. 

For  these  reasons,  and  to  obtain  a  more  efficient 
conduct  of  the  city's  business,  this  removal  is 
made. 

Respectfully, 
James  M.  Cttrley,  Mayor. 
Placed  on  file. 


REMOVAL    OF    THOMAS    E.     McCREADY. 

The  following  was  received: 

Office  of  the  Mayor,  January  9,  1946. 

Mr.  John  B.  Hynes,  City  Clerk, 
Boston,  Mass. 

Dear  Sir, —  I  hereby  remove  Thomas  F. 
McCready,  Registrar  of  Births,  Deaths  and 
Marriages,  from  said  position,  effective  this  day, 
for  the  following  reasons: 

In  my  opinion,  he  is  neither  an  expert  or  specially 
fitted  by  education,  training  or  experience,  to 
perform  the  duties  of  the  office,  nor  am  I  satisfied 
with  the  manner  in  which  the  work  of  said  de- 
partment is  being  conducted. 

For  these  reasons,  and  to  obtain  a  more  efficient 
conduct   of   the   city's   business,   this   removal  is 

made. 

Respectfully, 
James  M.  Curley,  Mayor. 
Placed  on  file. 


APPOINTMENTS    BY   THE    MAYOR. 

Notices  were  received  from  the  Mayor  of  the 
following  appointments: 

Peter  J.  Allen,  11  Josephine  street,  Dorchester, 
Principal  Assessor  for  term  ending  April  30,  1947, 
in  place  of  Edward  L.  Doyle,  resigned. 

Henry  F.  Brennan,  8  Adair  road,  City  Treasurer, 
for  term  ending  April  30,  1950,  in  place  of  William 
E.  Hurley,  Acting  Treasurer,  resigned. 

David  J.  Bricklcy,  296  Temple  street,  West 
Roxbury,  Soldiers'  Relief  Commissioner,  for  term 
ending  April  30,  1950,  in  place  of  Thomas  A. 
Fitzgerald,  resigned. 

Richard  Casey,  14  Somerset  street,  member  of 
Board  of  Street  Commissioners,  for  term  ending 
January  1,  1947,  in  place  of  William  E.  Higgins, 
resigned. 

Russell  S.  Codman,  Jr.,  59  Marlborough  street, 
Fire  Commissioner  for  term  ending  April  30,  1950, 
in  place  of  John  I.  Fitzgerald,  resigned. 

Lawrence  J.  Costello,  39  Hancock  street, 
Dorchester,  Chairman  of  Statistics  Department 
for  term  ending  April  30,  1946. 

Daniel  F.  Donovan,  28  Oak  street,  Charlestown, 
City  Collector  for  term  ending  April  30,  1950,  in 
place  of  William  E.  Hurley,  resigned. 

A.  Joseph  Freno,  112  Sanborn  avenue,  West 
Roxbury,  member  of  Transit  Commission,  for 
term  ending  April  30,  1948,  in  place  of  Thomas  A. 
Dowd,  resigned. 

J.  Ralph  Granara,  125  Brighton  street,  Veterans' 
Graves  Registration  Officer,  for  term  ending 
April  30,  1946,  in  place  of  Archibald  B.  Cameron, 
resigned. 

Maxwell  B.  Grossman,  92  Beacon  street,  Penal 
Institutions  Commissioner  for  term  ending  April  30, 
1950,  in  place  of  Henry  Selvitella,  resigned. 

Charles  E.  Manion.  11  Oakland  street,  Brighton, 
to  be  member  of  Board  of  Street  Commissioners  for 
term  ending  January  1,  1949,  in  place  of  Edward  F. 
McLaughlin,  resigned. 

John  J.  Mahoney,  7  Monument  square,  Charles- 
town,  Building  Commissioner  for  term  ending 
April  30,   1950. 

Michael  J.  Manning,  76  Monument  street, 
Charlestown,  Registrar  of  Births,  Deaths  and 
Marriages,  for  term  ending  April  30,  1950,  in 
place  of  Thomas  F.  McCready,  removed  Janu- 
ary 9,  1946. 

G.  Frank  McDonald,  41  Clive  street,  Jamaica 
Plain,  to  be  Institutions  Commissioner  for  term 
ending  April  30,  1950,  to  fill  a  vacancy  now  exist- 
ing in  said  position. 

John  T.  Murray,  28  Moss  Hill  road,  Jamaica 
Plain,  to  be  a  Transit  Commissioner  for  term 
ending  April  30,  1947,  in  place  of  Clarence  E. 
Hyde,  removed  January  8,  1946. 

Malcolm  E.  Nichols,  796  Centre  street,  Jamaica 
Plain,  Transit  Commissioner  for  term  ending 
April  30,  1946,  in  place  of  William  W.  Drummey, 
resigned. 

John  T.  O'Dea,  Jr.,  27  Eliot  street,  Jamaica 
Plain,  member  of  Board  of  Street  Commissioners, 
for  term  ending  January  1,  1948,  in  place  of 
John  A.  Donoghue,  resigned. 

William  I.  Rose,  The  Fensgate  Hotel,  Beacon 
street,  Superintendent  of  Supplies  for  term  ending 
April  30,  1950,  in  place  of  Charles  E.  Thornton, 
resigned. 

Joseph  A.  Scolponeli,  31  May  street,  Jamaica 
Plain,  Corporation  Counsel,  for  term  ending 
April  30,  1950,  in  place  of  James  E.  Agnew, 
resigned. 

James    E.    Sullivan,    303    Hyde    Park    avenue, 
Jamaica  Plain,  Superintendent  of  Public  Buildings 
for  term  ending  April  30,  1950. 
Severally  placed  on  file. 


DESIGNATION  OF  MALCOLM  E.  NICHOLS 
AS  CHAIRMAN  OF  TRANSIT  DE- 
PARTMENT. 

Notice  was  received  from  the  Mayor  of  designa- 
tion of  Malcolm  E.  Nichols  as  Chairman  of  the 
Transit  Commission.  • 

Placed  on  file. 


JANUARY    14,     1946. 
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DESIGNATION  OF  ACTING  INSTITUTIONS 
COMMISSIONER. 

Notice  was  received  from  the  Mayor  of 
designation  of  Maxwell  B.  Grossman,  Penal 
Institutions  Commissioner,  as  Acting  Institutions 
Commissioner. 

Placed  on  file. 


ORGANIZATION  OF  STREET  COMMISSION. 

Notice  was  received  from  the  Board  of  Street 
Commissioners  of  organization  of  Board  as  follows: 
Richard  L.  Casey,  Chairman;  Charles  E.  Manion, 
Chairman  pro  tempore;  John  J.  O'Dea,  Jr.,  Chair- 
man pro  tempore;  Edward  P.  Fogarty  as  Secretary 
pro  tempore,  in  the  absence  of  the  Secretary, 
Cornelius  A.  Reardon;  Elizabeth  A.  Clayton  as 
Secretary  pro  tempore,  in  the  absence  of  the 
Secretary,  Cornelius  A.  Reardon. 

Placed  on  file. 


APPOINTMENT       OF       ADMINISTRATIVE 
COMMITTEE   OF    DISTRICT    COURTS. 

Notice  was  received  from  Chief  Justice  Fred  T. 
Field,  Supreme  Judicial  Court,  of  appointment  of 
following  justices  of  district  courts  as  adminis- 
trative committee,  for^  period  of  two  years  from 
January  1,  1946: 

Charles  L.  Hibbard,  District  Court  of  Central 
Berkshire. 

Elbridge  G.  Davis,  First  District  Court  of 
Eastern  Middlesex. 

Frank  L.  Riley,  Central  District  Court  of 
Worcester. 

Kenneth  L.  Nash,  District  Court  of  East 
Norfolk. 

Leo  H.  Loary,  Municipal  Court  of  South  Boston. 

Placed  on  file. 


FINANCE    COMMISSION    REPORT    ON 
VETERANS'    RETIREMENTS. 

The  following  was  received: 
The  Finance  Commission  of  the  City  of  Boston, 
No.  24  School  Street, 

Boston  8,  Massachusetts, 

January  9,  1946. 
Hon.  James  M.  Curley, 

Mayor  of  the  City  of  Boston. 

Honorable  Sir, —  The  Finance  Commission 
desires  to  direct  your  attention  to  an  alarming 
situation  which  has  developed  in  recent  months 
in  respect  to  the  retirement  of  special  classes  of 
war  veterans  in  the  employ  of  the  City.  The  con- 
tributory retirement  system  which  was  introduced 
in  Boston  in  February,  1923  has  been  undermined 
by  a  new  law  passed  in  1945  and  by  questionable 
interpretations  of  that  law  in  recent  months. 

An  annual  new  pension  cost  of  between  $75,000 
and  $100,000  a  year  has  already  been  imposed 
upon  the  City  of  Boston  by  the  operation  of  the 
new  law;  and,  if  interpretations  of  that  law  made 
by  the  last  administration  are  to  be  the  criteria 
for  the  future,  the  new  annual  cost  is  likely  to  be 
increased  manifold. 

The  Commission  addresses  you  on  this  matter 
at  this  time  because,  in  the  opinion  of  the  Com- 
mission, the  law  should  be  changed  or  amended, 
and  the  time  for  filing  bills  in  this  year's  Legis- 
lature is  fast  drawing  to  a  close. 

The  retirement  system  in  operation  since  1923 
embraced  all  entering  the  city  or  county  service 
after  February  1,  1923,  veterans  included.  Each 
employee  was  required  to  contribute  four  per  cent 
of  salary;  it  was  placed  at  interest  of  four  per  cent; 
the  City  contributed  a  similar  amount;  retirement 
was  optional  at  60  years  of  age,  compulsory  at  70 
(except  for  department  heads) ;  there  was  pro- 
vision for  disability  due  to  service.  Veterans  on 
the  pay  roll  before  the  operation  of  the  system 
were  allowed  to  choose  between  retaining  the 
benefit  of  the  one-half  pay  service  pensions  then 
allowed  or  the  new  system. 

The  law  now  referred  to  is  Chapter  678  of  the 
Acts  of  1945.  Under  this  new  Act,  veterans  who 
are  members  of  any  contributory  retirement 
system  are  given  the  right  to  avail  themselves  of 
certain  benefits  which  they  never  had  before.  Up 
to  the  time  of  this  Act  the  veterans  and  non- 
veterans  in  the  Boston  Retirement  System  had  the 
same  rights.     Now  the  veteran   of  the  Spanish 


War  or  World  War  who  was  employed  in  the 
service  of  the  City  before  June  30,  1939  may  be 
retired  at  half  pay  after  thirty  years'  service,  or 
after  ten  years'  service,  if  incapacitated;  and,  in 
either  case,  may  withdraw  his  accumulated  retire- 
ment deductions. 

Two  inherent  weaknesses  in  this  new  legislation, 
however,  have  developed;  the  method  of  deter- 
mining incapacity,  and  the  interpretation  of  "ten 
years  of  service."  For  the  purpose  of  this  dis- 
cussion, two  groups  may  be  considered:  (1)  those 
who  retired  before  January  1,  1946  and  (2)  those 
whose  retirement  is  to  become  effective  on  or  after 
January  1,  1946. 

Fifty-two  were  retired  before  January  1  under 
the  provisions  of  sections  56  to  60  and  this  will  cost 
the  City  $90,000  annually  for  approximately  the 
next  fifteen  years,  the  number  of  years  relating  to 
the  normal  expectancy  of  life  in  these  cases.  The 
law  left  the  determination  of  disability  to  the 
retiring  authority,  the  Mayor.  This  led  to  the 
abuse  of  the  original  and  sincere  purpose  of  such 
legislation.  The  additional  fact  that  the  term 
"service"  was  not  accurately  defined  permitted 
elective  service  to  be  included  in  the  calculation 
of  the  necessary  ten  years. 

The  basis  of  such  challenge  might  be  the  loose- 
ness of  both  the  determination  of  '  incapacity"  and 
"service."  The  reading  of  several  sections  of 
Chapter  32  (the  new  Act  becomes  a  part  of  the 
same  Chapter  32)  would  seem  to  indicate  that  the 
"service"  contemplated  refers  to  "employment" 
in  the  commonly  accepted  sense  of  the  term. 

For  instance,  section  53  of  Chapter  32,  G.  L. 
refers  to  a  "veteran  .  .  .  who  is  employed 
jointly  by  the  municipalities"  and  section  56  of 
Chapter  32  refers  to  "the  grade"  held  by  the 
employee,  and  to  "the  director  of  personnel  and 
standardization  if  the  veteran  is  in  the  employ- 
ment of  the  commonwealth."  The  connotation  in 
these  instances  appears  to  be  an  "employee"  in  the 
ordinary  sense  of  the  term,  not  an  elected  official. 
Yet  several  of  those  recently  retired  under  the  new 
Act  included  elected  councilor  service  in  accounting 
for  the  ten  years  of  service  needed. 

Also,  to  leave  the  determination  of  disability  to 
the  Mayor  was  obviously  a  loose  device  and  left 
to  him  the  adoption  of  his  own  record  of  deter- 
mining disability,  with  the  result  that  reasonable 
doubt  of  the  disability  of  some  recently  retired 
employees  for  the  employment  last  engaged  in  is 
entertained  by  many  observers. 

The  second  group  in  this  discussion  may  be 
considered  to  be  those  who  will  seek  retirement 
from  this  point  forward,  that  is,  those  whose  re- 
tirement will  become  effective  after  January  1, 
1946.  In  this  connection,  section  57A  specifies  that 
section  6  (subdivision  3),  section  8,  and  section  16 
(subdivision  4)  shall  apply.  But  subdivision  3  of 
section  6  refers  to  a  medical  panel  of  three  phy- 
sicians selected  as  follows:  "one  designated  by  the 
state  surgeon,  one  designated  by  the  board,  and  a 
third  designated  by  such  member",  the  applicant. 
However,  section  59  provides  that  the  retiring 
authority  in  a  city  shall  be  the  Mayor  and  57A 
provides  that  "the  retiring  authority  shall  act  in 
place  of  the  retirement  board  in  the  case  of  any 
such  veteran  so  retired." 

Apparently,  then,  57A  means  that  after  January 
1,  1946,  an  applicant  seeking  retirement  under 
this  new  Act,  Chapter  678  of  1945,  will  be  exam- 
ined by  a  medical  panel  consisting  of  a  physician 
designated  by  the  state  surgeon,  one  designated 
by  the  Mayor  and  one  designated  by  himself. 
However,  that  interpretation  is  not  certain  and 
inquiry  reveals  that  there  is  not  complete  agree- 
ment on  its  meaning. 

While  the  chief  grievance  comes  on  the  fifty- 
two  cases  already  retired,  there  are  many  others 
eligible  or  expected  soon  to  be.  In  1942,  there 
were  2,634  veterans  in  the  Boston  Retirement 
System.  Allowing  for  such  factors  as  approaching 
regular  retirement  and  the  desire  to  stay  at  work 
as  long  as  possible,  probably  1,000  of  these  may 
be  expected  to  seek  retirement  under  the  new  plan 
in  the  coming  years. 

Although  the  veterans  of  World  War  II  are  not 
provided  for  in  this  legislation,  doubtless  new 
legislation  will  soon  be  introduced  to  extend  the 
coverage  to  this  group.  With  the  possibilities  of 
a  great  volume  of  retirement  applications  thus 
facing  the  City,  the  situation  needs  clarification 
with  respect  to  definition  of  "service"  and  deter- 
mination of  "disability."  Moreover,  there  is 
little  time  left  to  introduce  new  legislation  for  this 
purpose.  Meanwhile,  it  is  up  to  the  City  to 
challenge    this    new    additional    annual    $90,000 
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burden  imposed  upon  it  by  the  retirements  allowed 
already,  particularly  Bince  some  oases  are  ques- 
tionable on  the  (rounds  already  indicated.  Briefly, 
it  remains  to  be  Been  whether  a  medical  board 
would  declare  all  such  oases  to  be  physically 
incapacitated  for  their  employment,  and  it 
further  remains  to  be  seen  whether  a  court  would 
interpret  service  as  an  elected  councilor  to  be 
regarded  as  "employment." 

While  certain  veterans  have  stood  to  gain  by 
such  legislation,  the  great  bulk  of  veterans  are 
critical  of  the  unfairness  ot  its  operation,  of  its 
possible  reaction,  militating  against  their  best 
interests,  and  of  the  financial  effect  in  the  future 
on  those  sources  on  which  they  must  depend  for 
their  financial  benefit. 

The  Finance  Commission,  therefore,  suggests 
that  the  problem  be  re-examined  and  amendments 
to  the  new  law  sought  which  will 

(1)  eliminate  the  possibility  of  abuses  such 
as  those  described  in  this  report; 

(2)  provide  for  a  review  by  a  medical  board 
of  the  retirements  already  granted  by  the 
Mayor  alone. 

Respectfully  submitted, 
Edward  F.  Mullen,  Chairman, 
Alexander  Wheeler, 
Leo  J.  Dunn, 
Frederick  Deane, 

The  Finance  Commission. 
Robert  E.  Cunniff, 
Secretary. 
Placed  on  file. 


COMMUNICATION   FROM   THOMAS   F. 
McCREADY. 

The  following  was  received: 

City  of  Boston, 
Registry  Department,  January  9,  1946. 
Mr.  John  B.  Hynes,  City  Clerk, 
Boston,  Mass. 

Dear  Sir, — In  reply  to  the  notice  filed  with  the 
City  Clerk,  on  January  9,  1946,  setting  forth  the 
reasons  for  my  removal  from  the  office  of  City 
Registrar  of  Births,  Deaths  and  Marriages,  I  wish 
to  protest  Mayor  Curley's  action  as  not  being  in 
accordance  with  the  City  Charter  as  defined  in 
Section  14. 

On  October  3,  1945,  I  was  appointed  City 
Registrar  by  Mayor  John  E.  Kerrigan  for  a  term 
of  office  to  expire  May  1,  1948. 

Since  the  time  of  my  appointment,  the  duties  of 
this  office  have  been  industriously  and  conscien- 
tiously carried  out  by  me. 

The  Mayor  charges  that  I  am  not  "fitted  by 
education,  training  or  experience  to  perform  the 
duties  of  the  office."  The  facts  disprove  these 
charges.  In  1931,  I  was  graduated  from  Boston 
College  with  a  degree  of  Bachelor  of  Arts  and 
earned  my  Master  of  Arts  degree  in  1933,  after 
which  I  completed  three  and  one-half  years  at  the 
Bentley  School  of  Accounting.  My  experience 
includes  four  years  in  the  Massachusetts  House  of 
Representatives,  during  which  time  I  never  missed 
a  roll  call. 

Not  only  are  Mayor  Curley's  charges  found 
baseless,  but  these  charges  fail  to  fulfill  the  require- 
ments of  the  Citv  Charter.  According  to  Section 
14  of  the  City  Charter,  in  order  for  the  Mayor  to 
remove  the  head  of  a  department  he  must  file  "a 
written  statement  with  the  City  Clerk  setting 
forth  in  detail  the  specific  reasons  for  such  removal." 
I  submit  that  the  removal  notice  of  the  Mayor 
does  not  state  specific  reasons,  but  only  general 
charges  that  are  not  based  on  fact. 

For  these  reasons  I  protest  my  removal  from 
the  office  of  Registrar  of  Births,  Deaths  and 
Marriages,  and  reserve  my  right  to  take  legal 
action. 

Sincerely  yours, 
Thomas  F.  McCready. 

Placed  on  file. 


LOAN    IN    ANTICIPATION    OF    REVENUE. 

President  KELLY  called  up,  under  unfinished 
business,  No.  1  on  the  calendar,  viz.: 

1.  Ordered,  That  to  provide  temporarily 
money  to  meet  the  appropriations  for  the  financial 
year  1946,  the  City  Treasurer  be,  and  hereby  is, 
authorized  to  issue  and  sell,  at  such  time  and  in 
such  amounts  as  he  may  deem  best,  notes  or 
certificates  of  indebtedness  of  the  City  of  Boston 
not  exceeding  $40,000,000  in  the  total,  in  anticipa- 


fcion  of  the  revenue  of  the  financial  year;  that  all 
such  notes  or  certificates  of  indebtedness  be  made 
payable  with  the  interest  thereon  within  one  year 
of  their  date  and  boar  interest  from  their  date  until 
the  same  arc  made  payable  at  such  rate  as  tho  City 
Treasurer  and  the  Mayor  may  determine.  The 
said  City  Treasurer  is  hereby  further  authorized 
to  renew  or  refund  any  such  notes  issued  for  a 
.shorter  period  than  one  year,  under  the  provisions 
ot  section  17  of  chapter  44  of  the  General  Laws. 

On  January  7,  1946,  the  foregoing  order  was 
read  once  and  passed,  yeas  twenty-two. 

The  order  was  given  its  second  and  final  reading 
and  passage,  yeas  17,  nays  0: 

Yeas — Coun.  Bayley,  Bryan,  Cuntwell,  Chase, 
Cook,  Fish,  Hannon,  Keenan,  Kelly,  Kinsella, 
Lane,  Linehan,  Madden,  McCormack,  Moriarty, 
Russo,  Sullivan — 17. 

Nays — 0. 


COMPUTATION    OF    SERVICE    MEN'S 
ANNUAL  INCOME. 

Coun.  KINSELLA  offered  the  following: 
Ordered,  That  his  Honor  the  Mayor,  acting  in 
his  capacity  as  Congressman  for  the  Eleventh 
Massachusetts  Congressional  District,  be  requested 
to  sponsor  legislation  in  the  Congress  for  the  pur- 
pose of  eliminating  Service  Men's  disability  pension 
from  all  considerations  as  "income"  in  computing 
annual  income  for  tenancy  in  any  of  the  low  rental 
developments  under  the  jurisdiction  of  the  Boston 
Housing  Authority. 

Coun.  KINSELLA— Mr.  President,  some 
months  ago  I  offered  a  similar  order,  under  the 
incumbency  of  Mayor  Kerrigan,  and  I  don't  recall 
that  there  was  ever  a  communication  returned  to 
the  City  Council  telling  us  what  the  answer  of  the 
Federal  Housing  Authority  or  the  Housing  Author- 
ity in  Boston  was  concerning  this.  For  clarifica- 
tion, I  would  like  to  say  that  I  am  running  up 
against  a  situation  that  only  the  National  Congress 
can  correct,  and  which  it  is  its  duty  to  correct. 
They  are  penalizing  disabled  veterans  by  adding 
to  their  private  income  any  amounts  paid  by  the 
Federal  Government  for  disabilities  incurred  in  the 
line  of  duty  for  service  in  the  armed  forces  of  this 
country  during  wartime,  with  the  result  that  many 
service  men  are  finding  themselves  ruled  ineligible 
for  public  housing  in  low  rent  developments, 
because  they  find  their  two  incomes  totalled  to- 
gether are  in  excess  of  the  ceilings  allowed  for 
tenancy  in  any  of  the  low  rent  developments.  To 
give  the  Body  a  case  in  point,  unless  the  ceiling 
has  been  changed  in  recent  months,  under  the 
provisions  of  low  rent  a  three-room  apartment 
rents  for  something  like  $31  to  $33  a  month  on  an 
income  established  on  the  annual  basis  of  $1301  to 
$1750.  Let  us  assume,  Mr.  President,  that  a 
young  service  man  returns  to  a  job  that  pays  him 
not  in  excess  of  $1750  a  year  from  either  a  private 
or  a  public  employer,  but  who,  in  addition  to  this 
$1750  per  year  receives  an  amount  of  money  from 
the  Federal  Government  based  on  a  disability 
adjudicated  by  the  government  agencies.  Let  us 
assume  he  is  50  per  cent  disabled.  His  pension 
per  month  would  be  $57.50,  and  on  the  basis  of 
twelve' months  that  is,  roughly,  $700  a  year  from 
the  Federal  Government.  That  is  added  to  the 
$1750  or  the  $1301,  whichever  figure  in  between 
he  is  earning,  and  the  two  together  make  him 
ineligible  by  virtue  of  excess  income,  If  the  Con- 
gress will  adopt  this  order  or  enact  into  law  the 
proper  legislation,  we  won't  see  those  fellows  ruled 
out  of  public  housing  because  they  get  a  disability 
pension  the  hard  way.  We  cannot  keep  them  out 
of  public  housing  even  though  Congress  wants  them 
kept  out,  because  somebody  in  Washington  con- 
strues disability  award  as  part  income.  It  is  not 
income  in  the  usual  sense  of  the  word,  although  we 
know  it  is  money  coming  in.  But  it  is  coming  in 
at  the  expense  of  something  that  went  out,  and  it 
is  really  a  salvage  price  on  the  health  that  they 
forfeited  in  order  to  be  given  such  an  award.  And 
I  hope  now  that  every  member  of  the  Body  under- 
stands what  the  purpose  of  this  order  is, — not  to 
add  to  ordinary  wages  or  earnings  amounts  re- 
ceived from  the  Federal  government  as  a  disability 
pension,  and  to  be  added  as  income.  I  hope  that 
the  rule  is  suspended  and  the  order  is  passed. 

The  order  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
Public  Housing,  when  appointed. 

President  KELLY — I  might  announce  at  this 
time  that  I  am  going  to  appoint  all  committees 
next  Monday. 


JANUARY    14,     1946. 
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INSTALLATION   OF   TRAFFIC   LIGHTS, 
WARD   3. 

Coun.  RUSSO  offered  the  following: 

Ordered,  That  the  Traffic  Commissioner  be 
directed,  through  his  Honor  the  Mayor,  to  include 
in  the  budget  for  1946  an  amount  sufficient  to 
provide  for  the  installation  of  additional  traffic 
lights  at  various  intersections  in  the  Ward  3 
district  of  Boston. 

Coun.  RUSSO— Mr.  President,  very  briefly. 
Since  the  declaration  of  war,  naturally  so  far  as 
traffic  lights  are  concerned  in  the  City  of  Boston, 
not  many  have  been  installed.  However,  in  my 
own  district  I  know  that  there  is  one  at  Keany 
square,  another  at  the  intersection  of  Fleet  street 
and  Atlantic  avenue,  Commercial  street,  where 
the  Long  Island  boat  comes  in,  which  has  been 
very  dangerous  ever  since  the  razing  of  the  El 
structure  at  the  corner  of  Albany  street  and  Harri- 
son avenue.  I  feel  that  we  ought  to  have  traffic 
lights  also  at  the  intersection  of  Broadway  and 
Harrison  avenue,  and  there  are  very  many  other 
orders  which  I  have  brought  in  during  this  time, 
that  I  hope  something  will  be  done  about  now,  if 
possible,  so  that  traffic  lights  may  be  installed. 

The  order  was  passed,  under  suspension  of  the 
rule. 


HEARING   FOR   BOARD   OF   RECREATION 
EMPLOYEES. 

Coun.  BAYLEY  offered  the  following: 
Ordered,    That    the    Executive    Committee,    at 
today's  meeting,  give  a  hearing  to  a  delegation  of 
four  employees  of  the  Board  of  Recreation. 
Referred  to  Executive  Committee. 


HOURS  FOR  PLAYING  BASEBALL  GAMES 
ON   SUNDAY. 

Coun.  BAYLEY  offered  the  following: 

Resolved,  That  the  City  Council  of  Boston 
hereby  approves  the  enactment  of  legislation 
substantially  in  accordance  with  House  Bill 
No.  281  in  relation  to  the  hours  for  playing  baseball 
games  on  the  Lord's  Day. 

Coun.  BAYLEY— Mr.  President,  I  don't  usually 
believe  that  the  City  Council  should  go  on  record 
or  express  its  opinion  on  legislation  before  the 
Massachusetts  Legislature,  but  in  this  case  I  be- 
lieve this  is  a  great  concern  of  ours,  inasmuch  as  it 
concerns  the  hours  in  which  baseball  games  may 
be  played  on  Sunday,  and  the  principal  idea  of  the 
whole  legislation  is  to  permit  the  two  professional 
baseball  teams  to  play  beyond  the  hour  of  6.30. 
We  have  the  right  to  grant  a  Sunday  license  in 
here,  and  therefore  I  think  we  are  Very  strongly 
interested  in  the  hours  in  which  the  games  should 
be  played,  and  therefore  I  think  it  is  appropriate 
for  us  to  take  action  here.  There  will  be  a  hearing 
on  this  matter  a  week  from  Tuesday,  and  I  hope 
it  will  be  referred  back  here  next  Monday.  I  be- 
lieve that  all  these  orders  should  be  referred  to 
committee,  and  not  passed  on  suspension  of  the 
rule,  so  I  hope  this  matter  will  be  referred. 

Coun.  CAREY — We  have  had  this  particular 
matter  before  the  Council  several  times,  and  I, 
some  months  ago,  asked  the  Mayor,  through  the 
Law  Department,  to  prepare  a  bill  to  be  presented 
at  this  session  of  the  Legislature.  I  would  rather 
see  this  matter  go  to  Executive,  if  it  is  all  right  with 
my  colleague  from  Ward  5  (Councilor  Bayley),  in 
order  that  we  may  find  out  if  any  bill  has  been 
prepared  for  presentation  to  the  Massachusetts 
Legislature.  I  believe  tomorrow  is  the  last  day  for 
filing  bills.  There  is  a  lot  of  feeling,  I  understand. 
I  therefore  ask  that  it  go  to  Executive,  in  order 
that  we  may  find  out  if  anything  has  been  done 
and  have  time  to  see  if  we  can't  do'  something. 

Referred  to  Executive  Committee . 


PHOTOSTATIC   COPIES   OF   DISCHARGE 
PAPERS. 

Coun.  SULLIVAN  offered  the  following: 
Ordered,  That  his  Honor  the  Mayor  be  requested 
to  transfer  the  service  now  being  rendered,  service 
men  in  connection  with  the  photostatic  copies  of 
discharge  papers,  to  the  office  of  the  City  Clerk, 
this  work  to  be  handled  in  conjunction  with  the 
current  practice  of  recording  the  discharge  papers 
of  veterans. 

Passed  under  suspension  of  the  rule. 


ENLARGEMENT  OF  SCOPE  OF 
CITY  RECORD. 

Coun.  HANNON  offered  the  following: 

Ordered,  That  His  Honor  the  Mayor  be  requested 
to  consider  the  advisability  of  enlarging  the  scope 
of  the  City  Record  to  the  end  that  its  circulation 
may  be  enlarged  and  that  it  may  contain  all  ac- 
tivities of  the  city  departments,  also  advertise- 
ments, and  to  consider  the  advisability  of  making 
it  a  semi-weekly  publication. 

Coun.  HANNON — Mr.  President,  nowadays, 
when  we  are  looking  for  new  sources  of  revenue, 
the  thought  has  occurred  to  me  that  the  City 
Record,  a  publication  which  is  practically  of  a  pri- 
vate nature,  is  only  read,  it  seems,  by  those  of  us 
to  whom  it  is  mailed.  I  think  we  might  well  expand 
the  circulation  and  publication  of  this  paper  with- 
out encroaching  on  the  rights  and  privileges  of  any 
other  publication.  That  Record  costs  us  only  a 
nickel  a  copy,  but  hardly  anybody  knows  where  to 
buy  it,  hardly  anybody  knows  where  they  can  go 
to  read  it,  and  I  think,  when  we  are  looking  for 
new  income,  that  this  is  a  field  which  may  be 
tapped  without  infringing  on  anybody,  and  I 
offer  it  for  consideration  to  His  Honor  the  Mayor. 

The  order  was  passed  under  suspension  of  the 
rule. 


NOTIFICATION  OF   LEGISLATIVE 
HEARINGS. 

Coun.  HANNON  offered  the  following: 

Ordered,  That  his  Honor  the  Mayor  direct  the 
Legislative  Agent  of  the  City  of  Boston  to  notify 
the  city  councilors  of  hearings  on  all  legislation 
pertaining  to  the  City  of  Boston. 

Coun.  HANNON— Mr.  President,  following 
along  on  the  same  thought,  we  are  elected  here  to 
represent  the  people  of  our  various  districts,  and 
many  times  we  are  shocked  to  find  out  that  some 
measure  has  gone  through  the  Legislature  about 
which  we  knew  nothing.  Now,  each  year  the 
Mayor  appoints  a  man  at  a  fairly  lucrative  salary 
to  represent  the  City  of  Boston  up  before  the 
Legislature  on  all  bills  pertaining  to  the  City  of 
Boston.  Now,  we  are  part  of  the  city  govern- 
ment, and  I  think  it  is  only  fair  that  we  should  be 
notified  of  the  hearings  on  any  bills  which  pertain 
to  the  City  of  Boston.  We  have  not  been  notified 
in  the  past.  We  have  always  been  given  promises 
that  we  are  going  to  be  notified.  I  think  the 
time  to  make  the  suggestion  is  now,  when  we  are 
just  starting  in,  and  let  us  hope  that  the  new 
legislative  agent,  no  matter  who  he  is,  will  notify 
each  and  every  member  of  the  Council  of  every 
bill  pertaining  to  the  City  of  Boston  that  is  coming 
before  the  Legislature  for  hearing. 

Coun.  CAREY — That  order  has  been  intro- 
duced here  every  year  since  I  have  been  in  the 
City  Council,  I  believe.  And  I  don't  believe  there 
is  any  order  introduced  that  is  ignored  more  than 
that  very  same  order,  an  order  which  is  most 
important.  During  the  course  of  the  year,  each 
year,  we  find  that  we  are  asked  to  pass  on  legis- 
lation that  has  been  approved  on  Beacon  Hill, 
subject  to  the  approval  of  the  Mayor  and  the 
City  Council,  and  lo  and  behold,  the  City  Council 
knows  nothing  about  any  of  these  measures  until 
we  are  asked  to  render  our  approval.  In  my 
opinion,  that  is  a  "must"  request,  and  I  certainly 
hope  it  will  not  find  its  way  into  the  wastebas- 
ket  this  year,  as  it  apparently  has  in  preceding 
years.  The  members  of  the  City  Council,  by  all 
means,  should  know  ahead  of  time,  and  the 
request  in  the  Councilor's  order  is  the  best  way  I 
know  of  notifying  us  through  the  Legislative 
Agent  so  that  we  will  know  in  time  of  all  legisla- 
tion on  Beacon  Hill  which  affects  the  city,  and 
particularly  those  matters  that  ask  for  approval 
by  the  City  Council.  I  certainly  hope  that  the 
order  will  receive  the  attention  it  certainly  de- 
serves. 

The  order  was  passed  under  suspension  of  the 
rule. 


REPAIR    OF     MIDLAND    STREET,    SAVIN 
HILL. 

Coun.  HANNON  offered  the  following: 
Ordered,  That  His  Honor  the  Mayor  direct  the 
Commissioner  of  Public  Works  to  make  repairs, 
or  direct  the  contractor  to  make  repairs,  to  Mid- 
land street  in  the  Savin  Hill  section  of  Boston,  so 
that  all  danger  to  life  and  limb  will  be  removed. 
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Coun.  HANNON— Mr.  President,  we  read  in 
the  paper  :i  few  weeks  :>k»  where  the  Finance  Com- 
mission of  the  City  of  Boston  \v:is  finding  fault 
with  the  awarding  oi  contracts,  and  the  way  in 
which  these  contracts  are  carried  out.  Now,  I 
have  no  particular  love  for  the  Finance  Commis- 
sion of  the  City  of  Boston  and,  like  most  of  the 
Other  councilors  here,  I  am  very  happy  when  I 
find  out  that  a  street  or  streets  in  my  district  is 
to  be  resurfaced.  But  some  of  us  have  found  out 
to  our  sorrow  that  the  resurfacing  of  these  streets, 
while  it  might  not  be  termed  a  racket,  has  cer- 
tainly become  a  disgrace  to  the  City  of  Boston. 
I  have  streets  out  in  my  district  contracts  for  the 
resurfacing  of  which  were  awarded  last  August  for 
work  that  should  have  been  completed  in  three  or 
four  weeks,  and  yet  even  now  in  the  middle  of 
winter,  these  streets  are  wide  open,  and  instead  of 
being  in  better  condition  they  are  in  far  worse 
condition  than  before  the  resurfacing  effort  was 
made.  Now,  I  have  all  the  sympathy  in  the  world 
for  contractors.  I  am  not  one  of  that  type  that 
believes  that  every  contract  is  a  gift  or  a  graft. 
I  think  most  contractors  are  working  at  a  legitimate 
business  and  making  a  legitimate  livelihood,  but  I 
have  no  regard  for  the  man  who  takes  a  contract 
and  then  either  cannot  carry  it  through  or  de- 
liberately fails  to  do  so.  One  fault  lies  with  the 
city.  We  have  given  too  much  time  to  complete 
these  contracts.  And  a  particular  contractor  who 
had  these  streets,  a  man  by  the  name  of  Capone, 
neglected  the  work  for  the  City  of  Boston  in  order 
that  he  might  bid  on  and  perform  more  lucrative 
work  for  the  Town  of  Brookline  or  for  the  Metro- 
politan District  Commission.  He  has  practically 
thumbed  his  nose  at  the  authorities  of  the  City  of 
Boston,  told  them  that  he  would  not  complete  the 
work  because  he  is  getting  more  money  doing 
work  in  other  sections  of  the  Commonwealth. 
Now,  there  is  much  fault  to  be  found  with  the 
city,  but  there  certainly  is  one  way  that  we  can 
make  a  contractor  live  up  to  his  bid,  and  that  way 
is  by  holding  back  his  money,  by  refusing  to  give 
him  an  extension,  or  by  ordering  him  to  go  out 
there  and  carry  out  the  work.  Why,  the  people 
of  my  district  are  disgusted.  They  are  falling 
over  the  street.  The  sidewalks  were  in  tough 
shape  before  he  got  in  there,  but  at  least  they  were 
fairly  level  with  the  edgestones.  He  has  ripped 
out  the  bricks  now,  and  the  edgestones  are  knocked 
three  or  four  inches  above  the  mud  holes  that  con- 
stitute the  surface  of  what  was  formerly  a  brick 
sidewalk.  The  same  way  with  the  roadway.  He 
ripped  out  the  hard  pan  of  the  roadway,  and  then, 
after  much  pressure,  after  being  forced  to  do  it, 
he  came  in  and  laid  a  macadam  top  that  was  sup- 
posed to  be  under  the  surface  of  an  asphalt  coating. 
But  after  that,  he  just  turned  around  again  and 
told  the  officials  of  the  Public  Works  Department 
that  he  would  get  in  there  when  he  could  or  when 
he  felt  good  and  ready.  And  yet  we  in  the  city, 
if  we  follow  common  practice,  merely  nod  our 
heads  and  pay  this  man.  Now,, that  contract,  the 
time  limit  on  it,  was  December  31.  December  31 
is  now  past.  Something  should  be  done.  I  don't 
care  what  is  done,  but  I  believe  it  is  about  time 
that  the  officials  of  the  City  of  Boston  stood  up  on 
their  heels  and  told  these  men,  "When  we  give 
you  a  contract,  we  adhere  to  our  part  of  it.  We 
pay  you,  and  in  return  we  expect  you  to  adhere 
to  your  part  of  it  and  do  your  work  in  proper  and 
-sound  fashion."  This  man  went  elsewhere  and 
neglected  Boston,  and  you  can  bet  your  life  that 
he  finished  the  work  for  Brookline,  and  he  finished 
the  work  for  the  Metropolitan  District  Commis- 
sion, and  he  will  come  in  here  in  a  week  or  two, 
and  he  will  cajole  or  kid  somebody,  sit  down  and 
make  peace,  and  he  will  be  awarded  further  time, 
probably  until  next  June,  to  complete  this  work. 
In  the  meantime,  the  taxpayers  of  Boston,  the 
people  who  are  paying  him,  have  to  suffer,  walk 
through  mud,  break  the  springs  on  their  auto- 
mobiles, suffer  all  sorts  of  indignities  and  risks 
because  we  here  haven't  got  guts  enough  or  cour- 
age enough  to  stand  up  on  our  feet  and  say, 
"Listen  here,  Brother  Capone,  you  didn't  do  your 
work.  Now,  you  go  out  to  those  people  for  whom 
you  did  the  work  and  let  them  pay  you.  We,  in 
the  City  of  Boston,  refuse  to  do  it." 

Coun.  KI.VSELLA — Speaking  on  the  order.  I 
would  like  to  ask  Councilor  Hannon  a  question 
through  the  Chair. 

President  KELLY — Does  the  councilor  care  to 
answer  a  question? 

Coun.  HANNON— I  would  love  to. 

Coun.  KI.VSELLA — I  would  like  to  ask  Coun- 
cilor Hannon  whether  or  not  he  knows  there  is  a 


penalty  in  those  contracts  for  failure  to  complete 
the  work  by  the  appointed  day. 

Coun.  HANNON — As  far  as  I  know,  there  is  no 
penalty  clause  attached  to  the  contract,  but  there 
is  always  a  certain  percentage  of  the  payments 
due  that  is  held  back  to  guarantee  completion  of 
the  contract,  and  guarantee  fulfillment  of  the 
contract  as  guaranty  on  the  work. 

The  order  was  passed  under  suspension  of  the 
rule. 


SALE  OF  SURPLUS  PROPERTY. 

Coun.  HANNON  offered  the  following: 
Ordered,  That  his  Honor  the  Mayor  direct  the 
heads    of    various    departments    to    sell    surplus 
property  of  the  City  of  Boston  and  to  give  veterans 
the  preference  in  the  purchase  of  same. 

Coun.  HANNON — Mr.  President,  I  don't  want 
to  take  the  floor  too  often  here,  and  I  don't  want 
to  use  up  the  time  of  the  Council,  but  this  is  a 
matter  that  has  been  called  to  my  attention.  For 
many  months  we  have  been  reading  in  the  papers 
about  what  we  are  going  to  do  for  the  veterans, — 
we  are  going  to  do  this  and  we  are  going  to  do  that, 
we  are  going  to  help  them  find  work,  we  are  going 
to  help  them  buy  homes,  going  to  help  them  in  the 
process  of  rehabilitation — and  many  times,  when 
you  read  the  headlines  in  the  paper,  you  have 
to  sit  back  and  sneer  and  smile  to  yourself,  because 
if  the  veteran  is  getting  any  more  nowadays  in 
addition,  any  more  than  he  ever  got,  it  is  news 
to  me.  For  an  incident,  a  week  or  so  ago,  two 
boys  in  my  district  who  came  home  after  years 
of  service  on  a  foreign  battlefield,  could  not  find  a 
job  because  they  were  only  kids  when  they  went 
into  the  service.  But,  ambitious  as  they  were, 
they  went  around  and  contracted  to  establish  an 
oil  route,  a  door-to-door  route,  and  they  obtained 
about  200  customers.  The  next  problem  was  to 
obtain  the  necessary  facilities  for  delivering  the 
oil,  namely,  a  truck.  And  those  kids  went  every- 
where, and  no  oil  truck  was  available.  They  were 
finally  referred  to  the  Surplus  Commodities  Divi- 
sion of  the  Federal  Government,  but  much  to  their 
consternation  they  could  not  buy  any  used  trucks, 
despite  the  fact  that  dealers  and  people  in  high 
places,  with  lots  of  money,  could  buy  them. 
These  trucks,  they  were  told,  were  for  the  veterans, 
but  when  they  went  to  buy  them  they  found  out, 
to  their  surprise,  that  those  trucks  might  be  for 
veterans,  but  you  have  to  buy  them  through  two 
or  three  other  dealers.  They  simply  were  turned 
down.  But  then  they  felt  that  good  fortune  had 
struck  them.  An  employee  of  the  City  of  Boston 
told  them  of  an  oil  truck  that  was  to  be  had,  a 
truck  that  had  been  purchased  four  or  five  years 
ago,  and  that  was  lying  idle  up  in  the  Albany  Street 
Garage.  As  a  matter  of  fact,  this  truck  had  been 
up  on  blocks  for  three  years.  It  was  purchased 
originally,  as  I  understand  it,  so  that  any  city 
truck  that  ran  out  of  gas  might  be  serviced  with 
the  gas  out  on  the  street  by  means  of  this  small 
truck.  But  they  soon  found  out  the  imprac- 
ticability of  this,  because  if  any  truck  was  unfor- 
tunate enough  to  run  out  of  gas  the  man  who  was 
nearest  to  it  would  take  his  own  vehicle,  whatever 
type  of  car  he  was  driving,  and  he  would  drive 
out  with  five  gallons,  a  five-gallon  can  of  gas,  and 
the  result  was  that  this  truck  was  impracticable, 
and  it  was  placed  up  on  blocks.  The  tires  were 
taken  off  of  it  during  the  rubber  shortage,  and  I 
believe,  too,  although  I  am  not  certain,  that  the 
wheels  have  been  removed.  Now,  there  is  .that 
truck  up  there,  jacked  up  for  three  years,  and  yet 
we  find  out  that  it  cannot  be  sold  or  made  avail- 
able to  these  veterans.  Instead  of  turning  it 
over  or  selling  it  to  them,  they  are  going  to  let 
it  rest  and  rust  and  rot  and  go  to  ruin  up  in  the 
garage.  And  yet  they  tell  us  that  they  are  trying 
to  help  the  veterans  rehabilitate  themselves. 
"We  are  trying  to  get  them  into  fields  of  activity. 
We  are  trying  to  show  them  we  appreciate  the 
sacrifice  and  sacrifices  that  they  have  made  for 
us."  That  is  only  one  example,  but  I  dare  say, 
Mr.  President,  that  throughout  this  city,  through- 
out the  Hall,  throughout  the  yards  of  the  various 
departments,  there  is  much  surplus  material  that, 
should  and  could  be  made  available  to  these 
veterans.  Let  us  cut  the  red  tape.  These  kids 
will  buy  that  truck.  They  want  to  buy  it  and 
pay  a  fair  price.  Why  not  put  it  up  for  auction? 
Do  anything.  We  are  not  asking  gilts,  we  are  not 
looking  for  graft  or  gravy.  We  are  not  asking 
to  give  it  to  the  kids  for  nothing.  These  kids  are 
honest,  legitimate,  high-type  veterans,  who  havo 


JANUARY    14,     1946. 


22 


given  their  all  for  you  and  me,  and  now  we  repre- 
sent the  eity.  We  have  got  a  truck  that  has  been 
on  blocks  for  three  years.  Can't  we  remove  the 
red  tape?  Can't  we  help  these  kids?  Don't 
you  think,  Mr.  President,  we  ought  to  be  able  to 
sell  this  to  the  veterans,  and  likewise  sell  a  lot  of 
other  surplus  material  that  we  possess?  (Applause 
from  the  gallery.) 

The  order  was  passed  under  suspension  of  the 
rule. 


RESURFACING    OF    CERTAIN     WARD     12 
STREETS. 

Coun.  COOK  offered  the  following: 

Ordered,  That  the  Public  Works  Commissioner 
be  requested,  through  his  Honor  the  Mayor,  to 
repair  and  resurface  Humboldt  avenue,  Warren 
street  and  Blue  Hill  avenue  to  Grove  Hal),  Ward  12, 

Passed  under  suspension  of  the  rule. 


TRAFFIC    LIGHTS,    HUMBOLDT    AVENUE 
AND   SEAVER   STREET. 

Coun.  COOK  offered  the  following: 

Ordered,  That  the  Traffic  Commission  be 
requested,  through  his  Honor  the  Mayor,  to  take 
immediate  steps  to  improve  conditions  at  the 
junction  of  Humboldt  avenue  and  Seaver  street, 
Ward  12,  by  installing  automatic  traffic  signals. 

Coun.  COOK — Mr.  President,  both  these  orders 
are  for  my  ward  of  the  city,  and  the  sooner  we  get 
our  streets  in  shape,  perhaps  our  program  for  a 
"better  Boston"  will  be  the  more  quickly  achieved. 
So  far  as  the  condition  between  Humboldt  avenue 
and  Seaver  street  is  concerned,  the  Humboldt 
avenue  cars  come  up,  and  it  is  the  main  entrance 
towards  Franklin  Park.  The  Humboldt  avenue 
ears  make  a  loop  at  Seaver  street,  and  it  is  a 
dangerous  condition.  There  have  been  many 
serious  accidents,  and  I  think  the  cost  of  installing 
automatic  traffic  lights  will  be  far  overpaid  by  the 
benefits  received.  I  ask  suspension  of  the  rule 
and  passage  of  the  order.     (Applause.) 

The  order  was  passed  under  suspension  of  the 
rule. 


CONSCRIPTION  FOR  UNITED  STATES 
SERVICE. 

Coun.  MADDEN  offered  the  following: 
Resolved,  That  the  City  Council  of  Boston 
hereby  protests  against  any  further  conscription 
for  the  United  States  Service,  believing  that 
voluntary  enlistment  can  easily  be  obtained, 
sufficient  to  meet  the  required  needs. 

The  resolution  was  passed  under  suspension  of 
the  rule. 


RETURN   OF   SERVICE    MEN. 

Coun.  MADDEN  offered  the  following: 
Resolved,  That  in  the  opinion  of  the  City 
Council  of  Boston  it  is  of  the  utmost  importance 
that  the  return  of  our  service  men  should  be 
accomplished  without  further  delay  and  that  the 
President  of  the  United  States  and  heads  of  the 
War  and  Navy  Departments  be  urged  to  take 
whatever  steps  are  required  to  dispense  with 
regulations  which  appear  to  aggravate  a  situation 
with  which  the  public  is  fast  losing  patience. 

Coun,  MADDEN— Mr.  President,  this  nation 
is  concerned  with  a  great  problem — occupation  of 
conquered  enemy  nations  and  compulsory  peace- 
time conscription.  This  problem  should  arrest  our 
attention,  and  must  be  solved.  In  speaking  on  the 
motion,  I  am  not  unmindful  that  I  am'still  a  mem- 
ber of  the  armed  forces,  and  for  that  reason,  lest 
I  be  misconstrued  or  misquoted — I  have  given  the 
press  a  copy  of  what  I  am  about  to  say.  I  have  a 
dual  responsibility,  first  to  the  Army  I  love  and 
admire  so  profoundly,  and,  secondly,  to  the  thou- 
sands of  my  constituents  who,  like  myself,  still 
have  sons  in  the  service,  and  sons  about  to  be 
called  into  the  service.  I  pride  myself  on  being  a 
good  soldier  and  a  good  soldier's  primary  duty, 
be  he  an  officer,  is  the  health,  comfort  and  welfare 
of  his  men.  These  men  are  the  backbone  of  the 
army,  and  anything  that  affects  them  affects  the 
morale  of  the  Army.  When  the  chips  were  down 
and  the  whole  world  tottered  on  the  brink  of  chaos 
under  the  brutal  heel  of  Nazi  tyrants,  these  boys, 


the  flower  of  our  youth,   were  ripped  from  their 
homes  and  classrooms  to  retrieve  the  peace  and 
prosperity   that   adult   minds   have   muffed   twice 
now  in  as  many  generations.     If  a  man  has  any 
admirable   qualities,   they  glow   when   he's   under 
pressure.     I  don't  have  to  tell  you  that  your  boys 
were  magnificent  under  fire — their  brilliant  achieve- 
ments all  over  the  world    speak  louder  than  any- 
thing I  might  say.     And  now  we  have  the  tragic 
spectacle  of  that  great  army  disintegrating  with 
internal  strife,  mutiny,  rebellion  and  insubordina- 
tion.   This  deplorable  breakdown  of  discipline  and 
respect  is  your  fault  and  my  fault — not  the  boys' 
fault.     It  is  your  fault  and  mine,  because,  as  rep- 
resentatives of  the  people,  it  is  our  job  to  formulate 
constructive  policies  to  win  the  peace;  the  boys  did 
their  job  by  winning  the  war.    We  handed  them  a 
dirty,  stinking  mess  to  clean  up  and  they  did  a 
beautiful  job.     They  very  effectively  put  out  the 
holocaust    that    engulfed    the    whole    world    and 
wrecked  half  of  it.    Now  they  are  forced  to  stay  on 
as_  policemen  and  janitors.     There's  no  point  in 
using  valuable  fire-fighting  equipment  as  a  Paddy 
wagon  and  dump  truck.     There's  as  much  sense 
in  placing  and  keeping  these  boys  over  that  rotten 
mob  of  criminals  as  there  is  in  running  Leaven- 
worth and  Alcatraz  with  gullible  school  boys.    It's 
like  feeding  ice  cream  to  pigs.    No  eity  in  the  world 
would  think  of  making  cops  of  teen-age  boys,  and 
no  warden  in  the  world  would  attempt  to  run  a 
reformatory  with  anything  but  mature  men.    Here 
we   have   the   ridiculous   spectacle   of   relying   on 
'teen  age  boys  to  match  wits  with  the  same  vicious 
mob  of  thugs  that  outwitted  Chamberlain  and  then 
later  President  Roosevelt,  and  even  pulled  the  wool 
over  the  eyes  of  the  House  of  Lords  and  the  Con- 
gress of  the  United  States.     These  boys  were  care- 
fully selected  and  trained  to  fight,  not  wrestle.    It 
can't  be  done.    The  requisite  training  and  reflexes 
are  diametrically  opposed.    But  far  worse  than  the 
fact  that  we  are  using  square  pegs  in  round  holes 
is  the  sad  commentary  that  we  are  supinely  sabo- 
taging the  health,  minds  and  future  of  these  boys. 
Busy  hands  and  occupied  minds  don't  usually  get 
into   trouble.      But   you   certainly   invite    trouble 
when  you  gear  young  minds  and  bodies  to  the  keen- 
ness and  dynamic  energy  of  these  finely  trained 
young  men  and  then  leave  them  to  loll  away  idle 
moments  in  an  environment  that  reeks  with  des- 
perately hungry  women.     The  first  law  of  nature 
is  self-preservation.     When  a  man  is  hungry  he'll 
steal,  plunder  and  kill.     When  a  woman  is  weak 
from  hunger  she  has  no   alternative   but   to  sell 
herself.    It's  all  right  for  those  of  us  with  well  fed 
bellies  to  be  naive  and  sanctimonious,  but  it  has 
been  my  observation  that  morals  and  virtues  are 
subservient  to  hunger  and  self-preservation.    This 
isn't  a  pretty  picture,  but  it's  a  true  picture  and  a 
universal  picture  in  war-torn  countries.     Medicine, 
is  even  scarcer  than  food  over  there,  and,  even  if 
medicine   were   obtainable,    the   pangs   of   hunger 
would  come  first.    On  the  25th  of  December,  1943, 
I  was  ordered  to  round  up  every  known  prostitute 
in  the  little  Sicilian  village  that  we  were  billeted  in. 
We  brought  in  29,  and  27  were  found  to  have  one  or 
more  types  of  venereal  disease.  The  other  two  were 
hospitalized   as  probable,  along  with   all  the  rest. 
These    women    were    supposed    to    be    examined 
periodically,  and  the  fact  that  they  were  working 
at  their  business  presupposes  that  they  are  free 
from   disease.     And   I   am   sorry   to   say   that   an 
American  Army  doctor  had  been  examining  some 
of  these  women  since  September  that  year.    Worse 
than  that,  as  fast  as  the  M.  P.'s  locked  them  up 
in  the  women's  hospital,  this  same  American  Army 
doctor  effected  their  release,   to   continue  to  ply 
their  trade  among  American  troops.     I  don't  have 
to  tell  you  that  prostitution  is  legalized  all  over 
Europe,  Africa  and  Sicily,  and  I  don't  have  to  tell 
you  that  the  troops  are  the  only  men  with  money 
and  cigarettes  over  there.     They  are  a  revelation 
to   Europe, — big,   strong,   good   looking  and  gen- 
erous.     But  they  are  also  human  and,  I  now  am 
sorry  to  say,  they  are  lonesome  and  disconsolate . 
The  conditions  aforesaid  existed  in  every  town    I 
visited,  from  Casablanca  to  Cairo,  from  Catania  to 
Palermo,    and   from    Naples  _  to    Marseilles.     And 
I've  a  hunch   that    they  are  just  as  bad  in   Berlin, 
Tokyo    and    Manila.     I'm   sure   you    don't   want 
your   boys   to   stay   in   that   environment,   and    I 
don't  want  mine.     Is  it  any  wonder  that  they  are 
crying   in    the   wilderness?     Now,    it   comes    with 
poor  grace  for  any  man  to  criticize  unless  he  can 
offer    a    remedy.     The    remedy    obviously    isn't 
peace-time     conscription     of     fighting     material. 
There  is  no  immediate  need  for  fighting  men,  but 
there  is  need  for  hard-boiled  policemen.     It's  my 
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opinion  thai  anemj  country  Bhould  be  oooupied 
and  polioed,  ami  I'm  sure  thai  the  ideal  man  to 
police  those  contemptible  vats  would  be  some  of 
their  former  slaves.  These  poor,  unfortunate 
people  have  felt  the  full  fury  of  Nazi  intrigue  and 
brutality,  and  I'm  sun'  that  they  know  what  is 
best  for  a  Nazi.  Those  officers  who  wish  to  stay 
in  the  Army,  could  train  and  supervise  these  men. 
1   believe  that   military  training  should   lie  com- 

}iulsory,  and  1  tirnily  believe  that  the  proper  place 
or  military  training  is  in  our  local  nigh  schools 
ami  colleges,  where  boys  can  retain  the  all  too 
brief  and   sacred    heritage  of   a    parental   love  and 

guidance.  In  the  summertime,  I  would  supple- 
ment this  with  a  course  of  Marine  Corp  field 
training,  discipline  and  respect.  Then  you  would 
have  a  real  man.  When  a  boy  reaches  the  un- 
fortunate stage  of  life  that  he  thinks  he  knows  more 
than  his  parents,  the  United  States  Marines  would 
give  him  a  lesson  in  appreciation  and  respect 
that  he\l  never  forget.  If  a  boy  wants  to  make  a 
career  of  the  Army,  that's  different.  Army  life 
has  many  line  advantages.  And  while  I'm  talk- 
ing of  the  Army',  its  great  accomplishments  and 
men,  I'd  like  to  impose  on  your  time  for  a  minute 
or  two,  to  pay  tribute  to  the  greatest  of  them  all, 
the  immortal  General  George  Patton.  You've 
heard,  and  probably  will  continue  to  hear,  little 
men  with  big  tongues  and  lame  brains  assail  him 
and  the  brilliant  General  Douglas  MacArthur. 
No  matter  what  any  character  assassin  may  say- 
about  General  MacArthur,  his  superb  comeback 
from  the  ignominy  of  Bataan  to  the  portals  of 
Tokyo  will  ever  remain  the  greatest  military 
achievement  of  all  time.  He  took  the  tattered 
remnants  of  what  was  your  Army  of  the  Pacific 
and  in  three  years  completely  crushed  the  most 
diabolical  foe  that  this  nation  has  ever  faced. 
No  man  is  perfect.  We  all  have  our  short  comings, 
and  George  Patton  had  his.  He  was  a  super- 
lative soldier  and  a  military  genius.  He  never 
pretended  to  be  a  diplomat,  nor  did  he  have  any 
of  the  suave  duplicity  that  enables  .  so-called 
diplomats  to  play  both  ends  against  the  middle. 
George  Patton  hated  bullies,  phonies  and  tyrants, 
and  he  reveled  in  smashing  their  intrigue.  He 
really  knew  his  business.  He  was  blessed  with 
an  extraordinary  military  mind,  energy,  cunning 
and  courage.  No  man  in  any  army  did  as  much 
as  he  to  bring  this  terrible  war  to  an  abrupt  con- 
clusion, and  no  man  was  as  instrumental  as  he  in 
getting  your  boys  home  as  quickly.  But  for  his 
dynamic  energy,  brilliance  and  courage  the  boys 
might  still  be  sparring  with  the  Nazis.  We  got 
our  ears  pinned  back  at  Bataan  and  again  in  the 
summer  of  1942  at  Dieppe.  We  got  a  rough  re- 
ception at  Casablanca  on  the  morning  of  Novem- 
ber 6,  1942,  but  before  the  campaign  was  ten  days 
old  Patton  was  racing  pell-mell  for  Tunis.  By 
May  he'd  pushed  the  Axis  bums  off  Cape  Bon,  and 
August  he'd  conquered  all  Sicily  and  chased  the 
blustering  Mussolini  up  over  the  Alps  and  into 
Germany.  With  the  fall  of  Italy  he  was  called 
up  to  England,  and  on  the  6th  of  June,  1944,  the 
whole  world  was  electrified  to  hear  that  Patton 
was  racing  unchecked  for  Paris  with  the  vaunted 
Nazi  fleeing  in  wild  confusion.  Gentlemen, 
there  was  a  phenomenal  man  who  fought  his  heart 
out  to  restore  peace  on  earth  to  men  of  good  will. 
Yes,  the  whole  world  owes  General  George  Patton 
a  tremendous  debt  of  gratitude.  His  name  is 
symbolic  with  peace,  and  the  least  posterity  can 
do  is  to  revere  his  memory.  George  Patton  is 
dead,  the  war  is  over,  and  so  is  the  need  for  fight- 
ing men.  A  valiant  Army  has  won  the  war,  and 
now  it  is  incumbent  upon  our  State  Department 
to  build  peace  and  security.  The  problem  of 
policing  enemy  nations  is  an  international  political 
function,  that  should  not  be  relegated  to  the 
Army,  nor  should  the  Army's  hallowed  traditions 
be  desecrated  by  existing  conditions.  It  is  sheer 
folly  to  force  war-weary  boys  to  be  policemen. 
It's  a  job  for  slow  moving,  cautious  men  of  mature 
judgment.  It's  a  job  that  age,  minor  physical 
defects  and  flat  feet,  are  no  detriment  to  and  they 
may  be  an  asset.  It's  a  job  that  sagacious  men 
with  craft  and  cunning  to  obtain  deferments 
might  admirably  cope  with.  It's  a  job  that  un- 
employed defense  workers  could  handle  better 
than  boys  who  are  fretting  about  getting  back  to 
their  classes.  It's  a  job  that  exacting  and  hard 
to  please  labor  leaders  would  brook  no  will  or  law 
but  their  own  on,  and  an  easier  job  than  picket- 
ing. I  don't  say  these  things  witli  rancor,  but.  1 
say  them  so  that  soldiers  may  have  the  knowledge 
that  you  have  a  better  appreciation  of  what  it 
means  to  be  an  American  citizen  after  you've  done 


a  tour  of  duty  abroad.  Why  shouldn't  those  who 
have  benefited  by  the  sacrifices  of  the  armed 
forces  do  something  to  relieve  these  boys?  You 
will  never  appreciate  America  until  you  leave  it. 

Coun.  CAREY — I  am  sorry,  Mr.  President,  that 
you  in  your  haste,  referred  the  resolution  to  the 
Committee  on  Rules,  whereas  you  and  I  know  it 
rests  there  with  no  attention  being  given  to  it. 
We  just  listened  to  the  words  of  a  man  who,  by 
the  bars  on  his  uniform,  tells  you  and  me  that  he 
has  spent  thirty  long  months  learning  of  and  going 
through  the  hell  holes  and  the  messes  that  he  has 
so  capably  described  to  us.  I  don't  believe  for 
one  minute  that  these  resolutions  and  the  remarks 
of  the  councilor  from  Ward  22  (Councilor  Madden) 
should  go  so  completely  unnoticed.  There  is  a 
great  deal  that  can  be  said,  but  very  little  that  can 
be  said  to  any  more  advantage  in  letting  the  people 
of  the  nation  know  just  how  men  in  uniform  feel 
about  what  has  been  going  on,  and  what  is  going 
on.  And,  under  the  circumstances,  what  do  we 
expect  but  a  clamor  by  these  men  to  come  home  and 
to  get  home  and  to  keep  home  the  youngsters  of 
eighteen  and  nineteen  years  of  age,  whom  we  would 
never  think,  Mr.  President,  here  in  Boston  of 
appointing  to  our  police  force.  And,  as  I  was 
informed  last  week,  the  District  of  Columbia  some 
few  years  ago  refused  to  O  K  legislation  that  would 
permit  the  hiring  of  men  twenty-five  years  of  age 
on  the  police  force  in  the  District  of  Columbia. 
And  yet  the  system  today  is  to  take  young  boys, 
immature  young  men,  who  should  be  home  and 
who  should  be  in  school,  and  send  them  to  do  the 
police  work  that  the  District  of  Columbia  itself 
admitted  some  years  ago,  mind  you,  men  of 
twenty  years  of  age  were  not  capable  of  doing. 
With  the  permission  of  Councilor  Madden  from 
Ward  22,  I  would  like  to  amend  his  resolution  by 
asking  that  a  copy  of  it  be  sent  immediately  to 
every  member  of  the  Congress  from  Massachusetts, 
not  only  of  his  resolution,  but  of  his  remarks  as 
well.  This  is  a  matter  we  are  all  sleeping  on  at  the 
present  time.  We  have  found  fault  up  to  a  very 
few  years  ago  with  the  system  that  was  in  vogue 
in  Russia,  Japan  and  Germany,  and  yet  it  seems 
to  me  that  the  systems  that  were  theirs  for  years 
have  not  only  been  adopted  by  us,  but  are  being 
bettered  by  us,  if  I  can  so  express  myself,  through 
lack  of  proper  study  of  the  problem.  If  it  was 
wrong  in  Europe  and  Asia  years  ago,  I  am  sure  it 
is  just  as  wrong  in  this  country  of  ours  today  to 
conscript  in  peace  time,  to  force  one  to  do  what  is 
against  his  very  conscience  and  the  best  interests 
of  this  nation.  I  think  the  Councilor  from  Ward 
22  (Councilor  Madden)  is  to  be  congratulated. 
And  I  might  well  repeat  once  more  that  we  don't 
listen  to  this  story  from  a  civilian  or  from  a  man 
who  has  not  been  over  there,  but  from  one  who 
for  thirty  long  months  went  through  these  hell 
holes.  And  I  certainly  trust  that  this  matter  will 
not  go  to  the  Committee  on  Rules,  but  that  a  copy 
of  his  resolution  and  his  remarks  will  be  sent 
immediately  to  every  member  of  Congress  from 
the  State  of  Massachusetts. 

Coun.  COOK— Mr.  President. 

President  KELLY — The  resolution  has  been 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  Rules,  and  there  is 
no  discussion. 

Coun.  COOK — There  is  an  amendment  offered 
by  Councilor  Carey. 

President  KELLY — The  motion  to  amend  is 
out  of  order,  Councilor.  Does  Councilor  Cook 
wish  to  ask  unanimous  consent  to  make  a 
statement? 

Coun.  COOK— I  would  like  to. 

President  KELLY — If  there  is  no  objection, 
Councilor  Cook. 

Coun.  COOK — Mr.  President  and  members  of 
the  Council,  I  would  like  to  add  a  few  words  to 
what  the  Councilor  (Councilor  Carey)  has  said. 
I  was  in  the  other  area,  not  quite  as  long  a  time, 
but  four  months  does  not  make  rquch  difference. 
I  also  happened  to  be  in  that  class,  so-called,  of 
"brass  hats,"  division  staff.  I  think  you  will  find, 
Mr.  President  and  Councilors,  that  the  only 
policing  that  the  men  who  want  to  get  home  are 
doing  is  policing  the  area.  I  know  every  time  we 
got  to  an  area,  especially  in  foreign  countries,  we 
had  to  police  the  area  and  clean  up  the  mess  that 
the  people  over  there  left.  So  far  as  keeping  them 
down  and  watching  out  that  they  do  not  rise  up 
again,  that  is  a  matter,  as  the  Councilor  from 
Ward  22  (Councilor  Madden)  has  said,  for  the 
State  Department  and  experienced  men,  who 
know  what  to  look  for  and  when  to  be  warned. 
Certainly,  based  on  the  experience  of  our  staff,  as 
witnessed  by  our  Pearl  Harbor  boys,  as  witnessed 
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by  the  boys  at  Kiska,  and  also  at  the  Belgian 
Bulge,  we  need  better  men  and  regular  army  men. 
I  am  still  in  active  status  in  the  army,  and  if  it  is 
treason,  let  them  make  the  most  of  it.  They 
pulled  the  boners.  This  war  was  won  not  by  the 
regular  army,  but  by  the  citizens  of  our  nation, 
through  energy,  through  courage,  and  there  is  as 
much  need  for  keeping  200,000  or  300,000  troops 
in  Germany  or  Japan  as  there  would  be  in  sending 
one  man  out  to  stop  a  riot.  If  the  Japanese 
elements  decided  to  rise  and  revolt  today,  they 
could  wipe  out  all  of  our  troops  overnight.  We 
are  not  prepared,  just  as  we  were  not  prepared  at 
Pearl  Harbor,  and  many  other  places  that  could  be 
told  about  in  the  annals  of  our  military  tactics. 
We  need  an  FBI  or  espionage  men  in  these  coun- 
tries, to  watch  out  and  see  that  the  enemy  countries 
which  have  been  subjugated  at  present  are  not 
planning  and  not  attempting  another  uprising  to 
put  this  world  into  chaos.  The  only  function  they 
have  today  is  to  have  a  T  O,  so  we  can  have  more 
officers.  And  the  sooner  we,  and  especially  those 
in  official  position,  whether'  it  be  town  or  city 
council,  legislature  or  any  place  else,  add  our 
voices  and  our  opinions  and  send  them  to  Congress, 
to  show  the  "brass  hats"  that  the  citizens  who 
won  the  war  know  what  is  going  on  and  know 
what  is  best  for  the  boys,  the  sooner  we  are  to  be 
listened  to,  the  better  it  will  be  for  all  concerned. 
I  am  in  favor,  as  Councilor  Carey  suggested,  to 
try  to  amend  this  and  send  as  our  official  request 
to  our  Congressmen,  that  every  man  now  on  so- 
called  sacrificial  duty  be  sent  home  and  that  other 
means  be  taken  for  the  policing  and  occupation  of 
conquered  countries.     (Applause  from  the  gallery.) 

Coun.  KINSELLA— Mr.  President. 

President  KELLY — For  what  purpose  does  the 
councilor  rise? 

Coun.  KINSELLA — I  would  like  unanimous 
consent  to  make  a  brief  statement. 

.  President   KELLY — If   there    is   no    objection, 
Councilor  Kinsella. 

Coun.  KINSELLA — I  agree  whole-heartedly 
with  many  of  the  things  mentioned  by  Councilor 
Madden,  but  I  think  that  in  the  fall  of  1944 
Councilor  Madden  was  on  the  other  side  of  the 
world,  and  is  probably  unaware  of  the  fact  that 
by  Presidential  order  the  acquisition  of  a  venereal 
disease  is  no  longer  made  punishable  by  court 
martial.  It  was  taken  out  of  the  category  of 
punishable  offenses,  and  construed  after  the  date 
of  the  corrective  to  be  something  acquired  in  the 
line  of  duty.  And  I  ask  Councilor  Madden  to 
get  a  copy  of  the  American  Medical  Journal  of 
October  28,  1944,  Volume  126,  No.  9,  page  574, 
and  find  what  President  Roosevelt  thought  of 
the  morals  of  the  American  soldier  and  sailor.  I 
repeat,  the  American  Medical  Journal,  October  28, 
1944,  Volume  126,  No.  9,  page  574,  in  which  it  is 
recorded  that  by  presidential  order  those  who 
suffered  a  venereal  disease  are  on  and  after  that 
date  to  be  considered  as  having  acquired  it  in  the 
line  of  duty,  no  longer  punishable  by  court  martial. 
That  is  what  President  Roosevelt  thought  of  the 
animal  instincts  of  the  boys  in  the  service,  throw- 
ing them,  I  suppose,  some  sop  to  their  carnal 
instincts.  Now,  Mr.  President,  this  morning's 
paper  tells  us  of  a  marine  soldier  that  has  been 
found  guilty  of  murdering  two  Japanese,  for 
which  the  penalty  is  death,  and  the  American  public, 
I  bet  you  a  dollar  bill,  won't  raise  a  voice  in  protest 
at  that.  And  unless  I  miss  my  guess  that  soldier 
will  be  hung  or  shot,  for  no  other  reason,  now  that 
the  shooting  part  of  the  war  is  over,  than  that 
we  must  show  the  animal  Japanese,  that  if  they 
cannot  obey,  our  boys  can  be  made  to  obey.  And 
the  story,  according  to  the  Associated  Press,  is 
that  the  soldier  was  drinking  saki  and  whiskey. 
I  know  something  about  the  one,  but  nothing 
about  the  other,  but  it  must  be  a  handsome  com- 
bination for  a  man  to  pour  into  himself  and  then  be 
expected  t6  give  in  to  the  tactics  of  discipline  and 
obedience  when  he  sees  an  animal  Jap  in  front  of 
him.  Who  in  this  chamber,  for  instance,  that 
read  that  front  page  story  this  morning,  who  of 
the  couple  of  hundred  people  in  this  chamber  at 
this  moment  felt  like  protesting?  No  one.  The 
war  is  over.  He  is  in. Tokyo,  7,500  miles  away. 
He  is  unknown  to  us  by  name,  so  remote  from  us 
that  our  attitude  is,  "Well,  he  is  out  of  luck." 
I  bet  he  is  out  of  luck.  But  they  are  not  so  quick 
to  institute  a  death  penalty  against  all  of  those 
that  used  American  soldiers  and  sailors  for  bayonet 
practice.  They  are  not  so  disposed  to  get  the 
murderers  of  the  three  officers  in  Germany  within 
the  last  couple  of  weeks,  plus  the  six  privates 


who  were  recently  found  dead  under  murderous 
circumstances.  They  were  very  quick  to  release 
the  Frauleins  involved  in  each  case,  because  they 
could  prove  nothing  against  them,  when  to  a  man 
3,500  miles  away  it  is  as  plain  as  day  they  were 
lured  to  their  death.  That  is  the  old  American 
custom  of  fair  play.  Take  it  out  on  your  own  to 
placate  a  former  enemy.  "Former"  be  damned. 
They  will  be  enemies  of  ours  until  the  end  of  time, 
and  the  sooner  the  American  public  wakes  up  to 
the  fact  that  we  are  not  capable,  not  capable 
except  by  force  of  arms,  to  rule  these  conquered 
peoples,  then  we  are  not  going  to  have  more 
killings  and  more  murderings,  and  we  are  going 
to  have  more  American  boys  legally  and  officially 
executed  because  they  lose  their  tempers  when 
they  come  across  a  recent  enemy  who  still  today 
is  not  without  his  fangs.  We  were  damned  fools 
all  during  the  war,  and  now  we  are  capping  the 
climax  by  hanging  and  shooting  boys  who  give 
in  to  a  very  natural  desire  when  under  the  in- 
fluence of  those  intoxicants,  which  they  tell  me 
are  quite  potent,  give  in  to  a>  natural  desire  to 
keep  the  war  going,  instead  of  protecting  him, 
and  be  damned  with  discipline.  Those  boys  are 
American  boys.  They  are  ours,  as  though  they 
lived  at  home  with  each  and  every  one  of  us,  and 
we  will  sit  here  and  very  likely  in  a  short  while 
will  read  that  that  boy  was  hung  or  shot.  They 
might  just  as  well  turn  him  o\rer  to  the  Japanese 
Black  Dragon  Society  and  let  them  execute  their 
own  revenge.  And  we  are  going  to  countenance 
it,  138,000,000  people,  many  of  whom  have  lost 
their  boys,  and  many  of  whom  do  not  know  yet 
that  their  boys  are  lost.  And  we  are  going  to 
countenance  that.  They  can  maintain  discipline 
and  still  let  him  go  scot-free  or  give  him  the  mild- 
est form  of  punishment. _  They  told  the  story, 
of  a  young  marine  some  time  in  1942  who  was  in 
the  hold  of  a  ship  guarding  twenty-one  Jap  pris- 
oners. They  rose  up  against  him,  and  he  killed 
every  one  of  them.  He  was  given  a  perfunctory 
court  martial,  and  fined  one  cent  for  each  of  the 
dead  Japs.  I  suggest  that  they  begin  to  reward 
them  more  substantially.  They  are  still  our 
enemies,  and  the  shooting  portion  of  the  war  can 
be  over  for  fifty  years  and  they  are  still  marking 
time  and  biding  the  day  when  the  next  time  may 
be  the  last  for  us.  In  the  words  of  someone,  they 
can  afford  these  constant  losses  because  they 
have  to  win  just  once.  Once  is  enough  for  us  and 
for  all  time.  Just  think  it  over.  A  former  Presi- 
dent removed  all  penalties  for  the  acquisition  of 
a  venereal  disease  and  says  that  in  the  line  of 
duty  it  was  acquired  and  is  not  punished  by 
court  martial,  and  now  we  find  out  at  the  other 
end  of  it  a  man  is  to  be  shot  or  hung  for  killing 
two  Japs  while  under  the  influence  of  a  native 
drink  that  robbed  him  of  his  senses,  and  over 
here  we  are  the  first  to  defend  any  man  who  goes 
on  trial  for  having  committed  a  crime  while 
under  the  influence  of  liquor.  But  they  will  show 
him  no  such  consideration,  and  if  they  do  they 
may  pare  it  off  to  a  nice  term  in  Leavenworth. 
Some  one  has  to  stop  it,  and  there  isn't  anyone 
in  this  chamber  disposed  to  show  an  interest.  It 
is  all  over  now.  We  have  used  them  to  the  limit 
of  our  ability.  We  have  replaced  them  with  a 
lot  of  greenhorns  that  will  wind  up  in  canals  or 
ditches  with  knives  in  their  backs,  be  garotted, 
all  in  the  interest  of  trying  to  butt  some  civiliza- 
tion into  either  the  Japs  or  Nazis.  If  the  papers 
would  tell  us  more,  as  no  doubt  they  can,  we  will 
find  there  are  more  than  eight  killed  recently  out 
of  300,000  in  Germany.  Talking  the  other  night 
with  a  young  fellow  on  leave  and  going  back  under 
military  government  about  the  situation,  it  seems 
in  one  of  those  smaller  cities  in  Germany,  he  said, 
long  ago,  they  deprived  them  of  their  side  arms, 
so  when  they  go  out  at  night  they  go  out  in  pairs 
or  greater  numbers,  and  he  said,  "We  dare  not 
approach  any  group  and  ask  for  directions,  any 
group  we  know  not  to  be  American  soldiers." 
They  have  taken  away  the  last  bit  of  protection 
from  them,  and  they  expect  those  men  to  give  in 
readily  to  a  new  order  that  deprives  them  of 
protection.  They  need  it  now  more  against  the 
hidden  assassin  than  they  needed  it  on  the  field  of 
battle.  Somewhere  on  the  battlefield  they  have 
a  method  to  defend  them,  but  they  haven't  any 
now.  I  think  this  foolishness  that  originates  in 
Washington  for  the  purpose  of  softening  up  the 
former  enemy,  the  present  enemy,  if  it  will  do  any 
good,  ought  to  be  brought  to  a  stop.  _  Now  that 
we  have  a  Congressional  Election  coming  up  this 
year,  let  us  see  how  many  people  are  going  to  change 
their  Congressmen  for  somebody  that  is  an  Amer- 
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icon  first.     Let   him  be  the  people's  man  for  a 
change,  not  n  part)  m  tly,  l>ui  a  people's 

num. 

(.'ouii.  BAYLE'i  Mi.  President,  1  :isk  unani- 
mous consent  to  make  a  statement, 

President  KELLY— If  there  it-  no  objection, 
Councilor  Bayloy. 

Conn.  BAYIJEY — Mr.  President,  I  have  listened 
«iili  a  great  deal  ol  interest  to  the  speeches  before 
me,  and  agree  with  a  lot  of  what  luis  been  said. 
but  we  are  getting  very  far  afield.  1  agree  with 
you.  and  I  wish  to  compliment  you  on  referring  I  his 
resolution  to  the  Committee  on  Rules.  After  all, 
this  is  i he  Boston  City  Council.  This  is  not  the 
Congress  of  the  United  stales,  and  we  are  not 
solving  any  problems  of  the  world  here  by  talking 
because  there  are  a  great  many  people  in  the 
gallery.  We  have  problems  here  in  Boston,  and 
I  hope  that  the  members  of  the  Boston  City 
Council  will  remember  it.  We  have  big  problems 
in  Boston  which  require  all  of  our  energy,  which 
we  should  solve.  We  have  problems  to  solve  in 
the  Executive  Committee  regarding  the  welfare  of 
the  children  of  Boston  on  this  recreation  program, 
problems  we  are  to  solve,  but  I  think  we  are  getting 
very  far  afield  when  wc  waste  the  time  of  our 
stenographers  and  the  money  of  the  City  of  Boston 
in  this  manner.  I  compliment  you  again,  Mr. 
President,  tor  referring  the  matter  to  the  Committee 
on  Rules.  It  has  taken  entirely  too  much  time 
in  debate,  and  I  suggest  we  get  on  with  the  business 
of  the  City  of  Boston.  ((T.oud  applause  from  the 
gallery.) 

foun.  MORIARTY— Mr.  President. 

President  KELLY — For  what  purpose  does  the 
councilor  rise? 

Coun.  MORIARTY — I  ask  unanimous  consent 
to  make  a  statement. 

President  KELLY — If  there  is  no  objection, 
Councilor  Moriartv. 

Coun.  MORIARTY— Mr.  President,  as  my 
initial  utterance,  I  find  myself  in  the  modest  role 
of  not  being  too  original.  However,  I  want  to  be 
repetitious  for  a  very  praiseworthy  resolution. 
Councilor  Madden's  resolution  carries  too  much 
import  to  be  dealt  with  in  the  offhanded  manner 
it  apparently  received  earlier.  The  previous 
speaker,  Mr.  Chairman,  says  we  have  business  here 
at  home  of  greater  importance  than  that  contained 
in  Councilor  Madden's  statement.  Boston  is 
certainly  part  of  America,  and  if  we  don't  voice  our 
opinions  here  in  Boston,  certainly  America  is  not 
going  to  be  received  in  those  united  nations  with 
the  degree  of  respect  that  it  should  be.  Councilor 
Madden's  resolution,  Mr.  President,  I  believe, 
carries  such  weight  that  it  should  be  withdrawn 
from  the  Rules  Committee  immediately. 

President  KELLY — Councilor,  do  you  make 
that  in  the  form  ot  a  motion? 

Coun.  MORIARTY— I  do.  I  move  it  be  made 
in  the  form  of  a  motion. 

The  motion  to  withdraw  from  the  Committee  on 
Rules  was  carried,  and  the  question  came  on  the 
adoption  of  the  resolution. 

Coun.  CAREY — I  now  move  that  we  amend  the 
resolution  of  Councilor  Madden  to  the  effect  that 
copies  of  the  resolution,  together  with  the  remarks 
of  Councilor  Madden,  be  sent  immediately  to 
every  member  of  the  Massachusetts  delegation  in 
Congress. 

The  question  came  on  the  adoption  of  the 
amendment,  and  the  amendment  was  adopted. 

The  resolution  as  amended  was  passed. 


PUSH-BUTTON  SIGNALS,   PERKINS 
STREET  AND   JAMAICAWAY. 

Coun.  CAREY  and  McCORMACK  offered  the 
following: 

Ordered,  That  the  Traffic  Commission  be 
requested,  through  his  Honor  the  Mayor,  to 
install  push-button  traffic  signals  at  the  junction 
ot  Perkins  street  and  Jamaicaway,  Ward  10. 

Passed  under  suspension  of  the  rule.. 


MECHANICAL    STREET    SWEEPERS     FOR 
EACH   WARD. 

Coun.  CAREY  offered  the  following: 
Ordered,  That  the  Public  Works  Commissioner 
be  requested  by  his  Honor  the  Mayor  to  include 
in  his  budget  sufficient  funds  to  provide  for  the 
purchase  of  at  least  one  mechanical  street  sweeper 
for  every  district  in  the  city. 

Passed  under  suspension  of  the  rule. 


EMERGENCY   REPAIR   OF   STREETS. 

Coun.  CAREY  offered  the  following: 
Ordered,  That  the  Public  Works  Commissioner 
be  requested,  through  his  Honor  the  Mayor,  to 
make  emergency  repairs  immediately  on  all  streets 
which,  because  of  gaping  holes  in  them,  are  a 
danger  to  vehicular  traffic,  and  can  be  the  cause  of 
substantial  claims  against  the  city. 
Passed  under  suspension  of  the  rule. 


RECESS. 

On  motion  of  Councilor  BAYLEY  the  Council 
voted  at  3.20  p.  m.  to  take  a  recess  subject  to  the 
call  of  the  Chair.  The  members  reassembled  and 
were  called  to  order  by  President  KELLY  at 
4.43  p.  m. 


EXECUTIVE   REPORTS. 

Coun.  FISH,  for  the  Executive  Committee,  sub- 
mitted the  following: 

1.  Report  on  message  of  Mayor  and  order 
(referred  today)  for  appropriation  of  $25,000  to  be 
expended  under  direction  of  the  Mayor  as  ad- 
ministrative expenses  in  connection  with  United 
States  Savings  Bonds  Allotment  Plan,  said  sum 
to  be  charged  to  Contingent  Fund  when  made — 
that  same  ought  to  pass. 

Report  accepted;  said  order  passed,  yeas  18, 
nays  0: 

Yeas — Coun.  Bayley,  Bryan,  Cantwell,  Carey, 
Cook,  Fish,  Hannon,  Keenan,  Kelly,  Kinsella, 
Lane,  Madden,  McCormacK,  Moriarty,  Muchnick, 
Russo,  Scanned,  Sullivan — 18. 

Nays— 0.  v 


Adjourned,   on  motion   of   Coun.    SCANNEL  L 
at  4.46  p.  m.,  to  meet  on  Monday,  January  21,  1946 
at  2  p.  m. 
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CITY  OF  BOSTON. 


Proceedings  of  City  Council. 


Monday,  January  21,  194G. 

Regular  meeting  of  the  City  Council  held  in  the 
Council  Chamber,  City  Hall,  at  2  p.  m.,  President 
KELLY  in  the  chair.     Absent,  Coun.  Fish. 

The  meeting  was  opened  with  the  salute  to  the 
Flag. 


APPROPRIATION   FOR   ASSESSING 
DEPARTMENT. 

The  following  was  received: 

City  of  Boston, 
Office  of  the  Mayor,  January  21,  1946. 
To  the  City  Council. 

Gentlemen,— Chapter  604  of  the  Acts  of  1941 
provides  that  in  the  period  after  the  expiration  of 
any  fiscal  year,  and  before  the  regular  appropria- 
tions have  been  made  by  the  City  Council,  city 
departments  may  incur. liabilities  for  earning  on 
the  work  of  the  departments,  and  payments  there- 
for shall  be  made  -from  the  treasury  from  any 
available  funds  therein,  and  charged  against  the 
next  annual  appropriation,  provided  that  the 
liabilities  incurred  during  such  interval  for  regular 
employees  do  not  exceed  in  any  one  month  the 
average  monthly  expenditure  of  the  last  three 
months  of  the  preceding  fiscal  year. 

The  formula  established  by  this  provision  makes 
it  impossible  to  pay  the  salaries  of  the  employees 
of  the  Assessing  Department  without  a  special 
appropriation  of  a  portion  of  the  A,  Personal 
Service,  item  in  the  budget  of  this  department, 
because  the  first  assistant  assessors  receive  during 
the  first  three  months  of  the  year  approximately 
one  half  their  annual  salary. 

In  order  that  the  employees  of  this  department 
may  be  paid  their  salaries,  I  am  forwarding  herewith 
an  appropriation  order  for  $85,000  and  respect- 
fully recommend  immediate  consideration  and 
adoption  by  your  Honorable  Body. 

Respectfully, 
James  M.  Corley,  Mayor. 

Ordered,  That  the  sum  of  $85,000  be,  and  hereby 
is,  appropriated,  to  be  expended  as  hereinafter 
specified,  said  sum  to  be  raised  by  taxes  on  the 
polls  and  estates  in  the  City  of  Boston,  and  that 
all  orders  hereafter  passed  by  the  City  Council 
relating  to  appropriations,  taxes,  and  the  interest 
thereon,  apply  to  the  appropriations  and  taxes 
herein  prbvided  for. 

Assessing  Department. 

A.     Personal  Service 

Referred  to  Executive  Committee. 
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ESTABLISHMENT    OF    VETERANS    REHA- 

'  BILITATION    DIVISION    IN  SOLDIERS' 
RELIEF   DEPARTMENT. 

The  following  was  received: 

City  of  Boston, 
Office  of  the  Mayor,  January  21,  1946. 
To  the  City  Council. 

Gentlemen, — I  am  of  the  opinion  that  informa- 
tion, aid,  and  assistance  to  veterans  of  all  wars  can 
be  better  provided  if  such  services  are  rendered 
through  a  duly  constituted  department  or  division 
of  the  city  government.  This  is  especially  true  if 
such  services  are  to  continue  for  any  extended 
period  of  time. 

For  these  reasons,  I  have  discontinued  the 
activities  of  the  Veterans  Reception  Center  and 
have  issued  instructions  that  the  Soldiers'  Relief 
Department  provide  the  services  heretofore 
rendered  by  this  temporary  agency  of  the  city 
government. 

It  is  my  belief  that  the  needs  of  our  veterans  for 
rehabilitation  advice  and  assistance  will  continue 
for  an  indefinite  period  of  time.  It  is,  conse- 
quently, most  important  that  the  city  government 
establish  a  permanent  structure  to  meet  these  needs. 


Attached  hereto  is  a  communication  from  the 
Soldiers'  Relief  Commissioner  in  which  he  presents 
the  suggestion  for  the  establishment  of  a  Veterans 
Rehabilitation  Division  in  his  department.  It  is 
my  opinion  that  the  establishment  of  such  a 
division  is  a  necessary  venture  on  the  part  of  the 
city  government,  and  the  best  method  of  providing 
the  worth-while  services  to  which  our  veterans  are 
entitled. 

I  transmit  for  your  consideration  this  ordinance 
and  I  recommend  its  immediate  passage  by  your 
Honorable  Body  in  order  that  there  may  be  no 
interruption  in  the  carrying  on  of  those  services  of 
vital  necessity  to  our  veterans. 

Respectfully, 
James  M.  Curley,  Mayor 

City  of  Boston, 
Soldiers'  Relief  Department,  January  18,  1946. 

Hon.  James  M.  Curley, 
Mayor  of  Boston. 

Dear  Sir, — In  accordance  with  your  instructions, 
the  Veterans  Reception  Center,  located  at  209 
Washington  street,  ceased  its  general  activities  on 
January  15,  1946. 

It  is  my  understanding  that  you  desire  the 
Soldiers'  Relief  Department  to  take  over  the  duties 
heretofore  performed  by  the  Veterans  Reception 
Center. 

In  order  that  this  Department  may  perform 
these  duties  with  due  regard  to  the  rights  of 
veterans,  and  with  due  regard  to  proper  adminis- 
tration, I  suggest  that  there  be  established  in  the 
Soldiers'  Relief  Department  a  division  to  be  known 
as  the  Veterans  Rehabilitation  Division. 

The  establishment  of  such  a  division  in  this 
Department,  in  my  opinion,  will  effectively  and 
satisfactorily  meet  the  demands  and  requirements 
of  veterans,  both  now  and  in  the  future. 

Attached  hereto  is  a  proposed  amendment  to  the 
city  ordinances  wnich,  if  passed  by  the  City  Council 
and  approved  by  you,  will  establish  the  aforesaid 
division.  I  suggest  that,  if  agreeable  to  you,  this 
ordinance  be  submitted  at  an  early  date  so  that 
this  Department  might  proceed  without  further 
delay  in  the  handling  of  this  important  phase  of 
veterans'  rehabilitation. 

Respectfully, 
David  J.  Brickley,  Commissioner. 

City    of    Boston. 

In  the  Year  Nineteen  Hundred  and  Forty-Six. 
An  Ordinance. 
Concerning    the    Establishment    of    a    Veterans 
Rehabilitation  Division  in  the  Soldiers'  Relief 
Department. 
Be  it  ordained  by  the  City  Council  of  Boston,  as 
follows : 

Chapter  31  of  the  Revised  Ordinances  of  1925, 
is  hereby  amended  by  adding  the  following  new 
section: 

Section  2.  There  is  hereby  established  in  the 
Soldiers'  Relief  Department  a  Division  to  be 
known  as  the  Veterans  Rehabilitation  Division  of 
the  Soldiers'  Relief  Department. 

Said  Division  shall  be  under  the  supervision  of 
a  Chief  Supervisor,  who  shall  perform  such  duties 
and  have  such  power  as  the  Commissioner  may 
determine. 

The  said  Division  shall  provide  information,  aid, 
and  assistance  to  veterans  of  all  wars  in  whatever 
way,  and  in  whatever  manner  may  be  determined 
upon  by  the  Mayor,  or  the  Soldiers'  Relief  Com- 
missioner, and  shall  perform  such  duties  as  are 
enumerated  in  Chapter  723  of  the  Acts  of  1945. 

The  said  Division,  insofar  as  is  practicable,  shall 
be  operated  and  administered  independently  of 
the  ordinary  activities  and  functions  of  the 
Soldiers'  Relief  Department. 

Referred  to  Executive  Committee. 


PETITIONS    REFERRED. 

The  following  petitions  were  received  and 
referred  to  the  committees  named,  viz.: 

Claims. 

George  W.  Allen,  to  be  reimbursed  for  execution 
issued  against  him. 

William  Anagnos,  for  compensation  for  damage 
to  car  by  city  ear. 

L.  H.  Daloz  Co.,  Inc.,  to  be  reimbursed  for  five 
days'  water  unused. 
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.1  J,  Delaney,  for  compensation  for 
damage  to  property  at  ~<\  Mattakeeset  street, 
caused  by  backing  up  of  Bewt 

Eleanor  I'.  Downey,  for  compensation  foi  ooal 
torn  on  Dana  avenue. 

William  R.  Buber,  to  be  reimbursed  for  execu- 
tion issued  against  him, 

II.  s.  Murphy,  for  compensation  for  damage  to 
car  by  fire  apparatus. 

Mary  V.  Murphy,  for  compensation  for  damage 
tn  property  oaused  by  an  alleged  defect  at  1033 
Commonwealth  a\  enue. 

John  V.  Murray,  for  compensation  for  damage 
to  car  caused  by  an  alleged  defect  in  Broadway 
extension. 

Diab  •).  Salami,  for  compensation  for  damage 
in  property  at  S  Ivanhoe  street,  caused  by  break 
in  water  main. 

Selden  Radio  Company,  for  compensation  for 
damage  to  property  at  19S  Washington  street, 
caused  by  bursting  water  main. 

State  Street  Corporation,  for  compensation  for 
damage  to  property  at  192-2(14  Washington  street 
and  H'  State  street,  caused  by  break  in  water  main. 

Leopold  Weil,  for  compensation  for  damage  to 
ear  by  police  ear. 

Frederick  Zeller.  for  compensation  for  damage 
to  ear  by  city  truck 

Joseph  G.  Boyd,  for  compensation  as  result  of 
accident  which  occurred  while  in  performance  of 
duty  as  employee  of  Paving  Division. 

James  A.  O'Leary,  to  be  reimbursed  as  result  of 
accident  which  occurred  while  in  performance  of 
duty  as  employee  of  Fire  Department. 

Committee  on  Licenses. 
Petition  of  Boston  Elevated  Railway  Company 
for  license  to  operate  motor  vehicles  between 
junction  of  Walworth  and  Washington  streets  and 
the  Holy  Name  Church  on  Centre  street,  West 
Roxbury,  over  Walworth  street,  South  street, 
Walter  street,  Ardale  street  and  Centre  street,  in 
either  direction.  (To  be  operated  only  on  Sunday 
mornings  and  at  other  times  when  church  services 
may  require  such  operation.) 

Executive. 

Petition  of  Catherine  J.  Edwards,  to  be  paid  an 
annuity  on  account  of  death  of  her  husband,  John 
V.  Edwards,  late  member  of  Police  Department. 

Nancy  C.  Caples,  to  be  paid  an  annuity  on  ac- 
count of  death  of  her  husband,  Francis  J.  Caples, 
late  member  of  Police  Department. 


PERMITS   FOR   CHILDREN. 

A  petition  for  children  under  fifteen  years  of  age 
to  appear  at  New  England  Mutual  Hall  on  January 
26  was  received  from  the  Tributary  Children's 
Theatre. 

Granted  under  usual  conditions. 


APPOINTMENT   OF   INSPECTOR   OF 
HOUSING   AND    SANITATION. 

Notice  was  received  from  the  Health  Commis- 
sioner of  provisional  appointment  of  Anthony 
Cosato,  697  Bennington  .street,  East  Boston,  as 
Inspector  of  Housing  and  Sanitation  at  $1,800  per 
year  plus  S200  E.  C.  A.,  effective  January  12,  1946. 

Placed  on  file. 


NOTICES   OF   RESIGNATIONS. 

Notices  of  resignation  and  acceptance  by  the 
Mayor  were  received  as  follows: 

John  J.  Chapman,  principal  assessor  in  Assessing 
Department. 

Helen  A-  Macdonald,  deputy  commissioner  in 
Institutions  Department. 

Severally  placed  on  file. 


REMOVAL   OF   EDWARD    C.    CARROLL. 
The  following  was  received: 

City  of  Boston, 
Office  of  the  Mayor,  January  14,  1940. 
Mr.  J.  B.  Hynes,  Ci'tj  Clerk, 
f'iu  Hall,  Boston. 
Dear  .sir.    -  I  hereby  remove  Edward  C.  Carroll, 
principal   assessor  in    the    Assessing    Department, 
from  said  position,  effective  this  day,  for  the  fol- 
lowing 


In  my  opinion,  he  is  neither  an  expert,  or  spe- 
cially fitted  by  education,  training  or  experience, 
to  perform  the  duties  of  the  office,  nor  am  I  satis- 
fied with  Hie  manner  in  which  the  work  of  said 
department  lias  been  conducted  during  the  period 
he  has  been  a    member  of  the   Hoard  of   Assessors. 

For  these  reasons,  and  to  obtain  a  more  efficient 
conduct  of  the  city's  business,  this  removal  is  made. 

Respectfully, 

James  M.  Curley,  Mayor. 
Placed  on  file. 


APPOINTMENTS   BY    THE   MAYOR. 

Notices  of  the  following  appointments  were 
received  from  the  Mayor: 

Anna  M.  Mackay,  10  Pine  Ridge  road,  Dor- 
chester, to  be  deputy  institutions  commissioner  in 
Institutions  Department,  vice  Helen  A.  MacDonald, 
resigned. 

Philip  J.  McMorrow,  322  Adams  street,  Dor- 
chester, to  be  principal  assessor  for  term  ending 
March  31,  1950,  vice  Arthur  V.  Sullivan,  removed. 

James  A.  Miraglia,  45  Neptune  road,  East 
Boston,  to  be  principal  assessor  for  term  ending 
March  31,  1946,  vice  Edward  C.  Carroll,  removed. 

Edward  C.  Carroll,  234  L  street,  South  Boston, 
principal  assessor  for  term  ending  March  31,  1948, 
vice  John  J.  Chapman,  resigned. 

Coun.  COFFEY— Mr.  President. 

President  KELLY — For  what  purpose  does  the 
gentleman  rise? 

Coun.  COFFEY — A  point  of  information,  Mr' 
President. 

President  KELLY — State  your  point,  councilor. 

Coun.  COFFEY — On  the  last  appointment,  of 
Edward  C.  Carroll,  can  you  tell  me  if  this  is  the 
same  Edward  C.  Carroll  that  supported  Kerrigan 
for  Mayor,  the  same  Edward  C.  Carroll  that  the 
Mayor  removed  a  week  ago? 

President  KELLY — It  is  the  same  gentleman 
that  has  been  removed.      He  has  been  reappointed. 

Coun.  COFFEY— Thank  you. 

The  notices  were  severally  placed  on  file. 


APPOINTMENT  OF  COMMITTEES  FOR  1946. 

President   KELLY — The   Chair   announces   the 
committees  for  1946: 

Executive. 
All   the  members,   Councilor  Fish,   chairman. 
On   the   following   committees   the   first   named 
member  is  chairman. 

Appropriations. 
Coun.     McCormack,     Fish,    Muchnick,     Cook, 
Bayley,  Cantwell,  Madden. 

Claims. 
Coun.     Linehan,     Carey,     Kinsella,     Scanned, 
McCormack. 

County  Accounts. 
Coun.     Bryan,      Moriarty,      Hannon,      Chase, 
Cantwell. 

Finance. 
Coun.     Madden,      Lane,     McCormack,     Fish, 
Scanned,  Hurley,  Kinsella. 

Inspection  of  Prisons. 
Coun.  Russo,  Carey,  Chase,  Lane,  Moriarty. 

Legislative  Matters. 
Coun.  Hannon,  Cook,  Coffey,  Lane,  Kinsella. 

Licenses. 
Coun.  Scanned,  Fish,  Coffey,  Hurley,  Moriarty, 
Madden,  Lane. 

Ordinances. 
Coun.  Cook,  Chase,  Hannon,  Scanned,  Cantwell, 
Bryan,  Madden. 

Parkman  Fund. 
Coun.   Coffey,   Russo,   Bryan,   Sullivan,   Chase. 

Printing. 
Coun.  Keenan,  Sullivan,  Fish,  Hannon,  Russo. 

Public  Lands. 
Coun.    Moriarty,    Fish,    McCormack,    Hurley, 
Scanned. 

Rules. 
Coun.  Lane,  Chase,  Muchnick,  Linehan,  Carey. 
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Coun. 
Bayley. 

Coun. 
Coun. 


Coun. 
Scannell 


Coun 
Bryan. 


Military  Affairs. 
Cantwell,     Carey,     Keenan,      Madden, 

Building  Code. 
Carey,  Linehan,  Russo,  Sullivan,  Keenan. 

Constables. 
Muchnick,  Cock,  Bryan. 

Hospitals. 
Hurley,    McCormack,   Cantwell,    Coffey, 
Sullivan,    Kinsella. 

Parks  and  Playgrounds. 
Bayley,      Madden,      Lane, 


Moriarty, 

Public  Safety. 
Coun.  Kinsella,  Hannon,  Lane,  Madden,  Cook. 
Public  Welfare. 
Sullivan,     Keenan,     Bryan, 


Coun. 
Coffey. 


Muchnick, 


Unclaimed  Baggage. 
Coun.  Cook,  Muchnick,  Bayley. 
Voting  Machines. 
Cantwell,     Sullivan,     Russo,     Moriarty, 
Hurley,  Coffey. 

Post  War  Planning. 
Chase,  McCormack,  Keenan,  Muchnick, 


Coun. 
Linehan 


Coun. 
Hannon. 

Public  Housing. 
Coun.  Kinsella,  Linehan,  Keenan,  Russo,  Bayley. 


CLEANING   OF  CITY  HALL  AND   ANNEX. 

Coun.  KINSELLA  offered  the  following: 

Ordered,  That  his  Honor  the  Mayor  be  re- 
quested to  instruct  the  Superintendent  of  Public 
Buildings  to  proceed  at  once  to  the  thorough 
cleaning  and  overhaul  of  the  City  Hall  and  City 
Hall  Annex. 

Coun.  KINSELLA— Just  briefly,  Mr.  Presi- 
dent, in  view  of  the  fact  that  the  Mayor,  of  the 
City  of  Boston  just  recently  stated  there  would 
be  no  new  City  Hall  during  his  incumbency  as 
Mayor,  I  thought  it  might  be  in  keeping  with  the 
dignity  of  City  Hall  to  have  it  thoroughly  cleaned 
and  overhauled.  Very  soon  we  are  going  to 
entertain  thousands  of  out-of-Boston  people,  who 
will  be  here  on  conventions  and  at  summer  places 
throughout  the  summer.  We  would  like  to 
present  a  City  Hall  that  is  at  least  clean  and  sani- 
tary in  its  appearance,  and  I  hope  that  the  order 
is  passed. 

Passed  under  suspension  of  the  rule. 


AMENDMENT    OF    COMPENSATION    AND 
CLASSIFICATION   PLANS. 

Coun.  KINSELLA  offered  the  following: 

Ordered,  That  the  Compensation  and  Classifi- 
cation Plans  for  the  officers  and  employees  -  of 
Suffolk  County,  as  adopted  by  the  City  Council 
April  13,  1931,  and  approved  by  the  Mayor  on 
April  15,  1931,  be,  and  the  same  hereby  are, 
amended,  by  establishing  the  following  classifi- 
cation : 

Title  of  class,  Nurse,  female. 

Duties,  Under  general  direction,  to  perform  all 
the  duties  of  a  qualified  registered  nurse,  and  to 
otherwise  care  and  assist  in  the  needs  of  the 
women  inmates  of  the  Suffolk  County  Jail. 

Range  of  Salary,  Annual  $2,000,  $2,100,  $2,200. 

Referred  to  the  Budget  Commissioner. 


ROPING    CONTRACT    FOR    1946. 

Coun.  COFFEY— Mr.  President. 

President  KELLY — For  what  purpose  does  the 
gentleman  rise? 

Coun.  COFFEY— A  point  of  information,  Mr. 
President. 

President  KELLY — State  your  point  of  infor- 
mation. 

Coun.  COFFEY — Can  you  tell  me,  has  the  rop- 
ing contract  for  1946  been  granted? 

President  KELLY —  Not  that  I  know  of,  coun- 
cilor. 


Coun.  COFFEY— It  has  not  been  granted? 

President  KELLY— No. 

Coun.  COFFEY — Has  the  same  gentleman  that 
had  that  contract  in  1945  got  that  contract  this 
year? 

President  KELLY — No  arrangement  has  been 
made  as  yet,  councilor. 

Coun.  COFFEY — Some  arrangements  have 
been  made. 

President  KELLY — Arrangements  have  not 
been  made  as  vet. 

Coun.  COFFEY— I  don't  understand  that 
arrangements  have  not  been  made.  Somebody 
must  have  the  roping  contract  for  1946.  Has  the 
same  man  got  it  that  had  it  for  1945?  If  not,  and 
if  there  is  a  new  one,  I  would  like  to  know. 

President  KELLY — Nothing  has  been  done 
along  those  lines  as  yet,  councilor. 


APPOINTMENT    OF    JOHN    J.    COLEMAN. 

On  motion  of  Coun.  RUSSO,  the  Council  voted 
to  take  No.  1  from  the  calendar,  under  unfinished 
business,  viz.:  ' 

1.  Ordered,  That  the  appointment  by  his 
Honor  the  Mayor,  submitted  January  14,  1946, 
of  John  J.  Coleman,  to  be  a  member  of  the  Boston 
Housing  Authority  for  the  term  ending  January  8, 
1951,  be,  and  hereby  is,  confirmed  and  approved. 

The  question  came  on  confirmation  of  the  ap- 
pointment. 

Coun.  LINEHAN — Is  this  matter  debatable? 

President  KELLY — Yes,  councilor. 

Coun.  LINEHAN — Mr.  President,  as  some 
members  of  the  Boston  City  Council  know,  I  have 
been  a  member  of  the  Boston  Housing  Authority 
for  the  past  year.  It  ran  out  as  of  January  8, 
1946,  but  I  am  still  a  member  up  to  the  time  a  suc- 
cessor is  confirmed  by  this  Honorable  Body,  so 
that  the  Boston  Housing  Authority  will  still  func- 
tion with  five  members  until  this  gentleman's  name 
is  approved.  Now,  the  gentleman  that  is  taking 
my  place  I  would  like  to  know  something  about. 
After  serving  with  the  Boston  Housing  Authority 
for  one  year,  I  want  to  make  sure  that  the  gentle- 
man who  takes  my  place  has  the  qualifications  and 
the  honesty  necessary  to  serve  on  that  board. 
And,  as  a  member  of  the  City  Council,  I  for  one 
don't  know  the  gentleman  that  is  going  to  be  ap- 
pointed to  this  position.  Now,  ordinarily  the 
Mayor  appoints  men  to  different  positions  which 
do  not  require  our  confirmation,  and  we  therefore 
are  not  responsible  for  their  acts  as  members  of  the 
different  boards,  but  in  this  particular  case  we  are 
as  responsible  for  the  gentleman  who  will  serve  on 
the  Boston  Housing  Authority  as  is  the  Mayor, 
because  if  he  is  not  confirmed  he  cannot  be  a  mem- 
ber. Therefore,  I  suggest  that  we  do  not  vote  on 
this  gentleman's  confirmation  until  the  members 
of  the  Boston  City  Council  know  more  about  him. 
And,  as  I  said  before,  I  for  one  don't  know  any- 
thing about  him.  I  haven't  received  any  informa- 
tion as  to  his  qualifications,  where  he  lives,  or  any 
qualifications  whatsoever.  I  therefore  move,  if  it 
is  in  order,  that  this  be  referred  to  the  Committee 
on  Housing  for  further  study  before  we  act  on  it. 

Coun.  COFFEY— Mr.  President,  speaking  on 
the  motion.  May  I  have  his  full  name  and  ad- 
dress, please? 

President  KELLY— The  Clerk  will  read  the 
name  and  address. 

The  name  of  John  J.  Coleman,  25  Huntington 
avenue,  Boston,  Mass.,  is  read  by  the  Clerk. 

Coun.  COFFEY — Mr.  President,  I  don't  know 
Mr.  Coleman,  and  I  hold  no  brief  against  him.  I 
wouldn't  know  him  if  he  walked  into  this  room. 
I  don't  object  to  his  being  appointed,  as  I  say,  be- 
cause I  don't  know  the  gentleman,  don't  know  his 
qualifications,  or  anything  else  about  him.  I  re- 
ceived a  few  letters  in  the  mail  during  the  past 
week  telling  me  this  gentleman  is  not  a  resident  of 
Boston.  25  Huntington  avenue,  if  my  memory 
serves  me  right,  is  an  office  building.  I  don't 
think  that  anybody  lives  there.  I  don't  think 
there  are  any  apartments  in  that  building.  I  may 
be  wrong,  but  I  don't  think  there  are,  because  I 
recall  a  number  of  years  ago  that  Bill  Dever  had 
a  suite  of  offices  there,  and  I  was  up  there  on  sev- 
eral occasions,  and  from  my  observation  this  place 
is  nothing  but  an  office  building.  Now,  if  this 
gentleman  lives  in  Newton,  I  for  one  am  not  going 
to  approve  his  appointment.  We  had  four  Cam- 
bridge appointees  in  the  past  ten  years,  and  I  don't 
think  we  should  stand  for  any  more  outsiders  com- 
ing into  Boston  and  taking  jobs  and  going  back  to 
their  own  town  to  pay  taxes  there  and  spend  their 
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mono)  there.  I  think  this  matter  should  be  in- 
vestigated, as  Councilor  I  inehan  says,  and  I  want 
more  than  anything  else  to  find  <>ui  where  tliis 
gentleman  lives.  1  hope  that  iliis  is  referred  to 
the  committei  Councilor  Linehan  says  ii  should 
be  referred  to,  and  thai  this  gentleman  will  ap- 
before  us  or,  if  ini,  tell  us  aboul  his  qualifica- 
tions, if  he  has  any.  He  can  at  least  tell  us  he  is  a 
Boston  resident,  and  has  lived  here  for  a  number 
of  \  ears. 

Coun,  ftUSSO  -Speaking  on  the  motion.  1  have 
no  objection  as  far  as  referring  this  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  Housing,  and  if  Councilor  Linehan  Feels 
that  they  ought  to  have  more  information  I  seem 
to  agree  with  him.  I  did  not  in  any  way  by  my 
art  of  trying  to  call  this  off  the  calendar  intend 
not  to  give  the  Council  any  measure  that  they  so 
I  would  be  very  clad  to  go  alone  with 
them. 

Coun.  KINSELLA— Mr.  President,  the  duly 
established  Committee  on  Public  Housing  un- 
doubtedly will  be  expected  to  hold  a  meeting 
on  this  matter  and  require  the  attendance  of 
Mr.  Coleman.  Since  I  have  been  appointed  chair- 
man of  that  committee.  I  would  naturally  be 
expected  to  be  in  attendance.  I  don't  know  for 
certain,  however,  if  Councilor  Linehan  will  be 
present,  and,  while  his  objection  is  perfectly  valid, 
1  would  like  to  know  what  Councilor  Linehan 
might  reasonably  expect  me  to  ask  if  he  does  not 
show  un  to  ask  for  himself.  But,  for  the  informa- 
tion of  the  Council,  the  first  meeting  of  this  newly 
created  committee  will  be  held,  I  think  it  is  the 
most  convenient  time  for  everyone,  at  eleven 
o'clock  on  Thursday  morning.  We  will  invite 
every  member  of  the  council,  and  invite  Mr.  Cole- 
man, and  tbe  members  will  have  an  opportunity 
CO  examine  him  as  to  his  qualifications. 

Coun.  LINEHAN — It  doesn't  seem  possible 
that  the  gentleman  from  Charlestown  (Councilor 
Kinsella)  would  not  be  aware  of  what  questions 
would  be  asked.  He  knows  something  about  the 
duties  of  the  Boston  Housing  Authority,  and 
therefore  I  think  he  should  know  something  about 
the  qualifications  the  gentleman  should  have. 
Now,  I  would  be  glad  to  talk  with  him  after,  the 
meeting,  and  I  will  tell  him  just  what  questions 
I  would  like  to  ask,  and  will  ask,  in  the  meeting 
on  next  Thursday.  But  I  think  it  is  perfectly 
obvious  what  we  ask  and  what  we  should  look  into. 
We  don't  want  to  forget  that  millions  of  dollars, 
have  been  appropriated  and  will  be  spent  on 
housing.  There  has  been  840,000,000  or  so  appro- 
priated in  the  past  which  comes  under  the  super- 
vision of  the  Boston  Housing  Commission,  and  I, 
for  one,  want  a  resident  of  Boston  on  the  Board, 
and  I  want  someone  on  the  Board  that  can  give 
out  contracts  and  perform  other  duties  in  an  un- 
biased manner  —  perform  his  duties  as  I  will  do 
as  a  member  of  the  Boston  City  Council,  and  as  I 
did  as  a  member  of  the1  Boston  Housing  Authority. 

Coun.  KINSELLA— Well,  I  wouldn't  be  back 
on  my  feet  again,  Mr.  President,  if  I  wasn't  sur- 
prised at  the  aggressiveness  with  which  Councilor 
Linehan  has  answered.  Of  course,  I  know  what 
I  will  ask  him.  If  you  will  recall,  I  predicated 
my  statement  on  the  uncertainty  of  Councilor 
Linehan's  attendance.  Now,  one  of  the  few  things 
that  anyone  wants  after  he  walks  out  of  this 
chamber  is  friendship,  but  Clod  knows  how  many 
times  in  the  course  of  a  year  we  endanger  that,  and 
this  is  one  of  the  times.  I  didn't  expect  such  a 
snappish  attitude.  I  hate  like  the  devil  to  be  put 
in  a  position  of  defending  myself  by  saying  that 
we  didn't  hold  up  Councilor  Linehan's  appoint- 
ment when  he  was  appointed.  We  didn't  hold  up 
Eva  Whiting  White,  of  whom  we  knew  nothing, 
when  she  was  appointed.  We  did,  however,  make 
it  extremely  difficult  for  John  Breen,  about 
whom  we  knew  everything.  Councilor  Linehan 
knows  the  sad  and  sorry  record  that  we  have 
blished  here  in  the  past  on  committee  attend- 
ances. It  is  something  against  which  all  of  us  at 
one  time  or  another  have  claimed,  "I  couldn't 
quorum.  I  couldn't  get  a  quorum."  There 
lite  certainty   that   if  Coleman  satisfies 

me  I  can  be  a  proxy  for  Councilor  Linehan  to 

carry    my    satisfaction    over    to    include    him.      Of 

no  i    ■  oat   I  o  a  I    him,     I  would  like  to 
know  aboul    it,  I    will  be  when 

Counciloi    Linens  gentleman  to  satisfy 

him.   as    the   prime   objector.     I    am      ery    much 
rned    about    Lobby's    attitude    in    answering, 
lb-  might   h  ii     ed  that   I  would  mal  i     omi 

-uih  i  his.  and   I  didn't,  like  to.  I  will 

«<>  along    will,    the   will   of   the   Body,    and   if   it  is 
established  thai  Coleman  is  to  hi   brought  in  here, 


we  will  bring  him  in  Thursdaj  morning  at  eleven 
o'clock.     But    we    haven't   yet   passed   on    that, 

I  don't,  think. 

Coun.    Itl  SSO   -Mr,    President,   on   a    point  of 

information   l   would  Ida1  to  ask  the  ('hair  if  my 
contention    is    right,    that    every    member    of    the 

Body    has    a    perfect    right    to    be   present  at  any 

C lU  lei'    meel  ill':" 

President     KELLY    -That    is    right,    councilor. 

Coun,  Itrsso  -Well,  ii  makes  no  difference  to 
me,  Mr.  President,  whether  you  have  appointed 
me  as  chairman  over  any  committee,  or  whether 
I  am  a  member  of  any  one  of  l he  committees,  or 
whether  1  am  not  a  member  of  any  committee. 
It  makes  no  difference  to  me  as  far  as  I  am  con- 
cerned, because  I  will  always  have  my  voice  in 
this  chamber,  and  I  can  have  my  voice  in  the 
meetings  of  these  committees  that,  will  be  held. 
I  may  not  have  a  vote  in  a  committee,  but  I  still 
can  express  my  opinion  publicly  and  otherwise. 
So  I  feel,  in  order  not  to  take  up  any  more  time  of 
the  Council,  and  as  the  chairman  has  already 
announced  there  will  be  a  meeting,  that  all  those 
interested  in  this  matter  could  be  present,  and  the 
question  could  be  taken  up. 

Coun.  COFFEY— Talking  on  the  motion,  Mr. 
President.  I  want  to  make  a  correction  for  the 
councilor  from  Ward  2  (Councilor  Kinsella). 
He  said  we  didn't  hold  up  Bobby  Linehan's 
appointment.  Of  course,  we  didn't.  We  all 
knew  Bobby  Linehan,  and  knew  he  was  well 
qualified,  not  only  because  he  has  had  experience 
in  the  Legislature  and  experience  here,  but  he  has 
practiced  as  an  attorney  also.  That  is  why  we 
didn't  hold  it  up.  And  on  top  of  that,  he  was  well 
liked  by  every  member  of  the  body,  and  that  is 
why  we  did  appoint  him.  The  appointment 
of  Eva  Whiting  White  we  did  hold  up.  That  is 
where  I  want  to  make  the  correction.  We  had 
the  lady  brought  in  before  the  Executive  Com- 
mittee and  questioned  her  as  to  her  qualifications 
before  she  was  passed  on..  As  I  remember,  I 
voted  for  the  appointment,  although  I  may  not 
have,  I  may  have  let  it  go  along  without  voting 
at  all.  As  far  as  Mr.  Coleman  is  concerned, 
I  don't  know.  The  only  thing  I  could  say  is 
that  the  three  anonymous  letters,  which  I  didn't 
pay  any  attention  to,  told  me  that  he  is  a  friend 
of  Curley's.  If  he  is,  he  should  get  the  appoint- 
ment, because  I  believe  in  the  spoils  system. 
It  has  been  neglected,  sort  of  neglected  here. 
We  sort  of  neglected  it  today  with  "Edso"  Carroll, 
who  jumped  from  the  Kerrigan  bandwagon  to  the 
Curies-  bandwagon,  for  what  reason  I  don't  care. 
But  I  happen  to  have  been  a  Curleyite  all  my  life. 
All  I  did  was  walk,  talk  and  sleep  Curley.  And 
I  found  myself  walking  in  here  two  weeks  ago 
to  find  him  supporting  a  man  for  the  presidency 
who  was  not  with  him.  It  kind  of  turned  my 
stomach  to  find  today  that  he  was  appointing 
"Edso"  Carroll,  who  was  against  him.  I  want  to 
refer  while  I  am  on  my  feet  to  an  article  in  the 
Boston  Herald.  In  this  particular  case  I  was 
misquoted.  It  said  I  made  a  statement  that 
I  didn't  make  any  money  under  Tobin  for  five 
years.  I  said  that.  It  said  I  didn't  make  any 
money  under  Kerrigan.  I  said  that.  Now,  I 
wish  to  hell  that  I  did.  On  top  of  it  all,  it  said 
that  I  said,  "Now,  I  suppose  I  won't  make  any 
bucks  under  Curley  for  four  years."  I  didn't 
say  that.  The  minutes  of  the  meeting  will  bear  me 
out.  The  proof  is  right  in  there.  I  could  go  on 
and  say  a  lot  of  things  if  I  want  to,  and  I  will, 
as  time  goes  along.  I  have  two  long  years.  The 
statement  Curley  made  in  the  Parker  House 
I  didn't  like.  He  said  he  was  going  to  run  the 
city  without  the  Council.  He  can't  do  it.  He 
needs  fifteen  votes  to  pass  the  budget,  and  his 
salary  will  be  in  that  budget,  and  if  eight  members 
here  don't  see  fit  to  pass  an  appropriation  for  his 
own  salary  he  can't  draw  it.  That  is  how  powerful 
he  is.  He  is  powerless  without  fifteen  members 
of  this  Body,  and  the  quicker  eight  or  ten  members 
get  wise  to  themselves  and  let  Curley  and  every- 
body else  within  the  city  know  we  are  part  of  this 
city  government  the  better.  We  have  to  run 
and  be  elected  to  office  the  same  as  he,  and  we  are 
up  here  trying  to  do  a  good  job,  and,  with  the 
abuse  and  vilification  we  have  been  taking,  I 
ihcj  hi.  say  in  another  year  we  will  be  as  bad  as  the 
Legislature  if  this  keeps  up.  We  are  not  as  yet — 
not  by  a  darned  sight — but  we  will  be  if  it  keeps 
up.  .Getting  back  to  housing,  Councilor  Linehan 
is  evidently  right.  There  is  always  something 
behind,  some  reasons,  for  somebody  getting  up 
on  the  floor  and  saying  their  little  piece.  I  have 
hollered     about    housing    .and    opposed     housing. 
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I  never  voted  for  it  yet.  I  would  say  that  the 
President  of  the  Council  this  year  has  voted 
against  housing.  Another  thing  I  didn't  like 
about  housing,  Mr.  President.  They  took  one 
of  their  lots  over  in  Charlestown  and  let  it  out 
as  a  parking  lot,  which,  in  my  opinion,  they  had  no 
right  to  do,  because  as  far  as  I  know — and  I 
stand  to  be  corrected  if  I  am  wrong — they  never 
received  any  remuneration  for  letting  that  piece 
of  land  out  as  a  parking  lot.  So  that  there  are 
a  lot  of  things  going  on  in  housing  that  we  don't 
know  about,  and  we  do  want  men  up  there,  as 
Councilor  Linehan  says,  that  are  going  to  be 
honest.  I  am  not  questioning  Coleman,  because 
I  don't  know  the  man.  The  only  thing  I  question 
about  Coleman  is  his  address,  whether  or  not  he  is 
a  Boston  man.  I  am  referring  to  the  three  pieces 
of  mail  that  I  got  saying  he  is  a  resident  of  Newton. 
I  want  to  make  sure  he  is  a  resident  of  Boston  and 
is  up  there  going  to  do  a  good  job  for  the  citizens 
of  Boston.  And,  as  Councilor  Linehan  said,  there 
are  to  be  millions  of  dollars  spent  in  the  future, 
and  I  don't  want  anybody  up  there  that  might  be  a 
contractor  and  have  some  hidden  partner  getting 
the  contracts  that  are  coming  out.  I  don't  think 
that  would  be  fair  for  the  City  of  Boston. 

The  matter  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
Public  Housing. 


PER     CAPITA     GRANT     TO     CITIES    AND 
TOWNS  BY  FEDERAL  GOVERNMENT. 

Coun.  LANE  and  MADDEN  for  Coun.  FISH 
offered  the  following: 

Whereas,  The  cost  of  supplies,  materials  and 
equipment  has  increased  tremendously  during 
recent  years,  and 

Whereas,  These  increased  costs  are  a  major 
consideration  in  the  conduct  of  any  municipal 
government,  and 

Whereas,  Any  further  increase  in  tax  rates  by 
municipalities  will  be  beyond  the  ability  of  tax- 
payers to  pay,  therefore  be  it 

Resolved,  That  the  City  Council  of  the  City 
of  Boston  in  meeting  assembled,  records  its 
approval  at  the  proposal  of  Mayor  James  M. 
Curley  that  the  Federal  Government  grant  a 
ten  dollar  per  capita  allowance  to  all  cities  and 
towns  thereby  protecting  and  preserving  local 
government  and  preventing  a  confiscatory  tax 
rate  being  in  effect  in  all  cities  and  towns. 

Coun.  MADDEN — Mr.  Chairman  and  gentle- 
men, I  guess  all  the  members  here  heard  the 
Mayor  discuss  this  matter  on  the  day  of  his 
inauguration  at  the  Parker  House.  I  am  heartily 
in  accord  with  the  Mayor's  suggestion.  We 
are  going  to  have  a  pretty  tough  time  here  the 
next  few  years  to  cut  down  the  taxes.  There 
are  a  lot  of  things  we  must  do,  but  there  is  one, 
thing  we  cannot  do.  We  cannot  very  well  cut 
the  salaries  of  city  employees.  God  knows  that 
few  of  them  today  are  earning  a  living  wage. 
It  seems  to  me  that  this  is  quite  appropriate, 
in  view  of  the  fact  that  the  Irtasurer  cf  this 
United  States,  and  the  Secretary  of  State.,  tenta- 
tively agreed  to  give  the  British  Empire  some 
four  and  one  half  billions  of  dollars.  I  have  no 
axe  to  grind  with  the  English,  the  British,  or 
any  other  foreign  country.  But  I  suggest  to 
you  gentlemen  that  he  who  in  Washington  would 
intimate  that  this  is  a  loan  is  only  trying  to  kid 
■himself  and  kid  the  public.  Those  of  us  who 
read  the  papers,  and  I  guess  we  all  do,  know 
full  well  that  the  British  Parliament  has  already 
repudiated  this  loan.  Now,  if  we  had  so  much 
money  in  the  treasury  of  the  United  States  that 
we  could  give  the  British  Government  four  billions 
of  dollars,  it  seems  to  me  that  probably  the  time 
has  come  when  we  could  cut  down  some  of  our 
Federal  taxes.  Perhaps  Congress  should  get 
on  the  ball.  After  all,  gentlemen,  charity  be- 
gins at  home.  World  War  I,  we  financed  that 
for -those  European  countries  who  were  mixed  ' 
up  in  that.  Now,  apparently,  they  want  us 
to  finance  this  one.  We  no  sooner  loan  the 
British  Government  four  billions  of  dollars  when 
in  will  come  the  Russians,  then  the  Chinese 
and  the  Frenchmen,  and  all  of  them.  And 
in  the  meanwhile  every  city  and  town  in  America 
is  plagued  with  taxes.  It  has  been  .my  privilege 
for  the  past  year  to  "visit  and  be  a  patient  in 
a  great  many  of  our  Army  hospitals.  If  we 
have  any  treasury,  gentlemen,  I  want  to  sug- 
gest to  you  that  the  boys  who  are  languishing 
in  these  hospitals,  men  who  probably  never 
can  or  will  leave  the  hospitals,  are  responsible 
for     protecting     and     preserving     that     treasury. 


If  this  government  has  so  much  money  to  throw 
away,  why  not  give  some  of  it  to  these  ten  thou- 
sands of  young  men  who  are  in  local  hospitals, 
in  Cushing,  Lovell,  north,  east  and  south,  the 
three  up  at  Devens,  up  at  Waltham.  I  sug- 
gest to  the  members  of  Congress,  to  Mr.  Vinson 
and  Mr.  Byrnes,  it  probably  would  be  worth 
their  while  to  go  down  to  Valley  Forge  and  walk 
through  that  hospital.  Gentlemen,  if  that 
would  not  tear  your  hearts  to  pieces,  I  don't 
know  what  would.  In  the  corridors  of  that 
hospital  you  will  find  perhaps  four  or  five  thousand 
boys,  young  men,  kids,  who  were  ripped  out 
of  their  class  rooms  and  out  of  their  homes  to 
go  over  there  and  fight  that  damnable  war, — 
boys  who  never  again  will  see.  I  don't  know 
what  we  or  anybody  else  can  do  to  compensate 
the  young  man  who  has  lost  his  sight.  I  don't 
know  of  anything  more  pitiful.  I  have  seen 
boys  at  Deshon,  Pittsburgh,  Waltham,  Cush- 
ing and  Lovell,  trying  to  get  adjusted  to  new 
arms  and  new  legs.  I  have  seen  boys  out  of 
Deshon  trying  to  adjust  themselves  to  these 
hearing  aids, — great  things.  As  soon  as  those 
boys  are  able  to  they  will  adjust  themselves 
to  the  artificial  legs  and  artificial  hearing  aids 
with  which  they  will  start  out  in  the  world.  Now, 
gentlemen,  I  suggest,  if  we  are  going  to  give 
this  money  away,  why  not  give  it  to  those  boys? 
Why  not  help  them  get  their  feet  on  the  ground? 
They  are  American  boys,  young  kids  and  your 
neighbors  and  my  neighbors.  They  are  the 
boys  that  saved  that  treasury  while  Mr.  Byrnes 
and  Mr.  Vinson  were  dissipating  it  and  giving 
it  away.  It  is  all  right  for  us  to  be  "good  time 
Charlies."  I  lived  with  those  people  over  there. 
I  have  soldiered  overseas,  and  as  long  as  we  can 
give  them  anything  we  are  sw?ll  fellows.  But 
the  moment  your  charity  stops,  then  you  are 
a  bum.  We  saw  that  in  1919.  The  moment 
the  war  was  over  the  British  Government  and 
every  other  government  repudiated  the  money 
we  had  given  them.  I  wonder  if  you  men  realize — 
and  I  have  it  on  the  authority  of  none  other 
than  "Believe  It  or  Not"  Ripley — that  during 
this  past  war  our  governement  gave  the  Russian 
government  65,0CO  more  vehicles  than  they  gave 
the  United  States  Army.  I  wonder  if  you  realize 
that  our  government  gave  the  British  govern- 
ment 2,000  more  tanks  than  we  had.  I  wonder 
if  you  gentlemen  realize  that  you  can  travel 
throughout  the  English  countryside  and  see 
mountains  of  supplies,  supplies  of  every  nature. 
You  will  see  truck  depots,  food  depots,  clothing 
depots.  The}'  are  not  little  stores.  They  are 
huge,  they  are  huge.  And  so  I  suggest  to  you 
that  I  think  it  is  incumbent  upon  those  of  us 
who  have  some  sa.v  in  our  various  cities  and 
tjwi  s  to  jack  up  Congress  and  lit  them  know 
that  we  cannot  see  eye  to  eye  with  this  "good 
time  Charlie-ship,"  and  I  think  the  most  con- 
structive thing  that  has  been  advanced  along 
that  line  has  been  the  suggestion  of  our  Mayor, 
that  if  we  have  so  much  money  to  give  away 
perhaps  it  would  not  be  a  bad  idea  to  have  the 
President  declare  a  $10  per  capita  grant  and 
give  the  various  cities  and  tcrtvns  the  money. 
We  could  use  it,  and  we  would  appreciate  it. 
If  they  are  going  to  give  away  loans,  perhaps 
they  might  loan  us  a  few  hundred  dollars  here. 
And  if  they  did,  we  could  wipe  out  the  North 
and  South  Stations  and  have  them  joined  under 
the  Common.  Perhaps  it  wouldn't  be  a  bad 
idea  to  get  a  couple  of  million  dollars  and  run 
a  tunnel  from  South  Boston,  from  City  Point, 
over  to  the  airport,  to  help  the  traffic  situation. 
We  could  have  the  circular  traffic  that  the  Mayor 
has  already  suggested  from  Dartmouth  street 
over  across  to  Charles  River.  God  knows,  we 
could  sit  down  and  think  of  a  great  many  things, 
a  great  many  ways,  that  we  could  use  the  money 
here.  And  I  suggest  to  you  gentlemen  that  I 
think  the  Mayor's  suggestion  is  very  commend- 
able, and  I  am  happy  to  introduce  this  resolution 
Coun.  LANE — Speaking  on  the  order,  Mr. 
President.  Mr.  President  and  members  of  the 
Body,  I  heartily  concur  and  agree  with  the  re- 
marks, well-timed  as  they  are,  of  my  fellow  coun- 
cilor from  Ward  22  (Coun.  Madden).  I  had  the 
pleasure  of  being  present  at  the  Copley  Plaza 
Hotel  a  week  ago  Saturday  night  at  the  testimonial 
dinner  in  honor  of  Postmaster  General  Hannigan, 
at  which  time  his  Honor  James  M.  Curley  once 
again  stole  the  show,  in  the  opinion  of  those  fifteen 
hundred  persons  present,  when,  as  concluding 
speaker  of  the  evening,  he  brought  out  in  very 
forceful  fashion  the  fact  that  he  was  going  to  intro- 
duce a  resolution  in  the  national  House  of  Con- 
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i  to  President  Truman  to  issue  a 
Federal  Irani  i»  every  city  and  town  in  tin  United 
States  ol  ski  per  person.  In  the  latest  census 
figures  of  the  United  States,  released  to  the  press 
less  than  two  weeks  ago,  it  indicates  that  we  now 
have  in  this  country  140,000,000  people.  We  can 
all  readilj  multiply  in  our  minds  the  fact  that  a 
$10  Federal  grant,  with  no  strings  attached  to  it. 
just  an  outright  gift,  over  the  next  two  years  of 
SID  per  person  each  year  would  entail  an  expendi- 
ture on  tin-  pun  of  our  Federal  government  of  in 
the  vicinitj  of  three  billion  dollars.  Councilor 
Madden  lias  brought  out  in  a  very  pointed  fashion 
the  fact  of  his  observations  while  overseas  in  this 
World  War  II.  As  a  member  overseas  of  the  United 
States  Naval  Destroyer  forces,  in  World  War  I, 
I  observed  the  same  conditions,  and  can  recall 
to  my  mind  actively  the  feeling  of  good  fellowship 
Which  existed  in  each  of  the  foreign  nations  as  long 

as  Santa  Clans  lived  in  Washington.  We  know 
only  one  foreign  country  that  lived  up  to  its  ob- 
ligations, little  Finland,  and  all  the  others  nave  us 
the  laugh.  And  I  hope  now.  with  the  condition  as 
perilous  as  it  is  in  many  of  our  cities  and  towns  in 
the  United  Stales,  that  our  kind-hearted  Uncle 
Sam  in  Washington  will  realize  that  charity  .should 
begin  at  home,  and  save  the  ship  for  the  cities  and 
towns  of  the  United  States,  who  so  urgently  need 
financial  assistance  and  recognition.  I  hope, 
gentlemen,  that  even  member  of  this  august  Body 
will  agree  to  suspension  of  the  rule  to  allow  imme- 
diate passage  of  this  resolution,  so  that  we  may 
send  it  to  our  members  in  the  national  House  of 
Representatives,  urging  immediate  action. 

The  resolution  was  passed  under  suspension  of 
the  rule. 


INSTALLATION  OF  TRAFFIC  LIGHTS, 
WARD   22. 

Coun.  MADDEN  offered  the  following: 

Ordered,  That  the  Commissioner  of  Public 
Works  be  directed  by  his  Honor  the  Mayor,  to 
immediately  arrange  for  the  installation  of  pedes- 
trian-actuated traffic  lights  at  Cambridge  and 
Windom  streets,  and  at  the  junction  of  Lincoln  and 
Franklin  streets.  Ward  22. 

Coun.  MADDEN — We  have  in  our  section,  I 
guess,  the  same  traffic  hazards  that  each  of  you 
gentlemen  has  in  his  particular  ward.  These  two 
streets  that  I  have  particular  reference  to  in  orders 
already  introduced  are  perhaps  the  worst  localities 
in  Ward  22.  Both  Cambridge  street  and  Lincoln 
street  are  race  tracks.  In  this  .past  year  alone  there 
have  been  three  men  killed  on  Lincoln  street  and 
one  man  killed  on  Cambridge  street.  That  fact  in 
itself,  gentlemen,  suggests  that  we  have  a  terrible 
condition  out  there,  and  for  that  reason  I  recom- 
mend to  you  the  passage  of  this  order. 

The  order  was  passed  under  suspension  of  the 
rule. 


NORTH  BENNET  STREET  BATH  HOUSE _ 

Coun.  RUSSO  offered  the  following: 
Ordered,  That  the  Building  Commissioner  be 
requested,  through"  his  Honor  the  Mayor,  to  in- 
spect the  North  Bennet  Street  Bath  House  with 
a  view  to  determine  the  physical  structure  and 
condition  of  same. 

Coun.  RUSSO — The  reason  for  my  presenting 
this  order,  Mr.  President,  is  that  there  is  a  feeling 
around  the  district  that  this  is  a  very  old  building, 
with  which  I  heartily  agree.  So  in  order  to  de- 
termine whether  or  not  other  action  be  taken  to 
improve  the  condition  that  exists  down  there  at 
the  present  time,  I  feel  that  I  should  have  a  report 
from  the  Building  Department  saying  that  the 
physical  structure  of  this  bath  house  is  in  very 
good  condition  or  otherwise.  We  have  down  in 
the  North  End,  as  most  of  you  gentlemen  know, 
a  housing  shortage,  and  the  condition  of  the  exist- 
ing housing  is  not  up  to  good  standards.  As  I 
have  stated  in  the  Council  time  and  time  again, 
unless  something  is  done  we  cannot  blame  the 
residents  —  not  only  of  the  North  End  or  in  my 
district,  but  in  other  districts  of  the  City  of  Boston 

-if  they  seek  other  housing  elsewhere  outside  the 
city  limits.  They  have  not  bathing  facilities,  and 
ive  not  even  got.  lavatory  conditions 
that  thej  should  have.  Naturally  they  depend 
upon  thU  hath  house  lo  go  into  in  order  to  take  a 
-hov.  if ter  you  have  worked  a  good  day's 

work,    naturally   you    feel    1  OU    want    to   go    in    and 
take     a     shower.      Still,      conditions     exist,     there 


whereby  they  have  separated  that,  and  on  certain 
days  it  is  only  for  men,  and  on  certain  days  it  is 
only  for  women.  I  wonder  if  it  wouldn't  be 
possible  to  erect  a  bath  house  that  would  be  open 
to  the  public  for  men,  women  and  children  six 
days  of  the  week,  And  that  is  why  I  am  asking 
for  a  report  on  the  physical  structure,  lo  find  out 
whether  or  not  any  improvements  could  take  place 
in  this  bath  house,  and  if  the  report,  is  no,  then  I 
ask  his  I  Inner  the  Mayor  to  include  in  his  budget 
sufficient  money  whereby  a  new  bath  house  could 

be  erected  in  my  district,. 

The  order   was   passed    under  suspension   of  the 
rule. 


SUGGESTED    APPOINTMENT    OF    SECRE- 
TARY  TO    STATISTICS    BUREAU. 

Coun.  HANNON  offered  the  following: 
Ordered,  That  his  Honor  the  Mayor  be.  requested 
to  consider  the  qualifications  of  former  City  Coun- 
cilor Thomas  G.  .1.  Shannon  in  the  appointment,  of  a 
successor  to  Edward  O'Dowd,  late  secretary  of  the 
Statistics  Bureau  of  the  City  of  Boston. 
Passed  under  suspension  of  the  rule. 


SURVEY     OF     LIGHTING     FACILITIES     IN 
MATTAPAN,  HYDE  PARK  AND  READ- 

VILLE. 

Coun.  CANTWELL  offered  the  following: 
Ordered,  That  his  Honor  the  Mayor  be  requested 
to  direct  the  Commissioner  of  Public  Works  to 
immediately  make  a  survey  of  the  lighting  facili- 
ties in  the  Mattapan,  Hyde  Park  and  Readville 
sections  of  Boston,  and  to  arrange  for  the  installa- 
tion of  electric  lights  to  replace  any  and  all  gas 
lights. 

Passed  under  suspension  of  the  rule. 


ACCEPTANCE      OF     NEWBURN     STREET, 
WARD    18. 

Coun.  CANTWELL  offered  the  following: 
Ordered,  That  the  Board  of  Street  Commis- 
sioners be  requested,  through  his  Honor  the 
Mayor,  to  accept  and  lay  out  as  a  public  highway, 
Newburn  street,  Ward  18,  from  Ramsdell  street 
to  Collins  street. 

Passed  under  suspension  of  the  rule. 


ACCEPTANCE    OF    LITTLEDALE    STREET, 
WARD    18. 

Coun.  CANTWELL  offered  the  following: 
Ordered,    That   the   Board   of   Street   Commis- 
sioners   be    requested,    through    his    Honor    the 
Mayor,  to  accept  and  lay  out  as  a  public  highway, 
Littledale  street,  Ward  18. 

Passed  under  suspension  of  the  rule. 


TRAFFIC    LIGHTS,  JAMAICA   PLAIN. 

Coun.  McCORMACK  offered  the  following: 
Ordered,  That  the  Boston  Traffic  Commission 
be  requested,  through  his  Honor  the  Mayor,  to 
erect  traffic  lights  at  the  junction  of  Brown  avenue 
and  Cummins  Highway,  Roslindale,  and  Centre 
street  and  Louder's  lane  ,  Jamaica  Plain. 
Passed  under  suspension  of  the  rule. 


REMOVAL  OF  TRAFFIC  CIRCLE,  JAMAICA 
PLAIN. 

Coun.  McCORMACK  offered  the  following: 
Ordered,  That  the  Board  of  Park  Commissioners 
be  requested,  through  his  Honor  tin.'  Mayor,  to 
remove  the  traffic  circle  at  the  corner  of  May  and 
Centre  streets,  Jamaica  Plain,  due  to  the  fact 
thai   if  is  a  traffic  hazard. 

Passed  under  suspension  of  the  rule. 


JANUARY    21,     1946- 


32 


NAMING    OF    TRAFFIC    CIRCLE,    ARBOR- 
WAY  AND    CENTRE   STREET. 

Coun.  McCORMACK  and  MORIARTY  offered 
the  following: 

Ordered,  That  the  rotary  traffic  circle  at  the 
Arborway  and  Centre  street,  Jamaica  Plain,  be 
named  Veterans  Memorial  Circle,  and  that  suit- 
able signs  be  erected  designating  same;  also  that 
a  flagpole  be  erected  on  this  plot. 

Passed  under  suspension  of  the  rule. 


TEMPORARY  CHAIRMAN,   EXECUTIVE 
COMMITTEE. 

President  KELLY  announced  the  appointment 
of  Councilor  McCormaek  as  temporary  chairman 
of  the  Executive  Committee. 


RECESS. 

On  motion  of  Coun.  RUSSO,  the  Council  voted 
at  3.15  p.  m.  to  take  a  recess,  subject  to  the  call  of 
the  Chair.  The  members  reassembled  and  were 
called  to  order  by  President  KELLY  at  5  p.  m. 


EXECUTIVE   COMMITTEE   REPORTS. 

Coun.  McCORMACK,  for  the  Executive  Com- 
mittee, submitted  the  following: 

1.  Report  on  message  of  Mayor  and  order  (re- 
ferred today)  appropriating  $85,000  for  Assessing 
Department — that  same  ought  to  pass. 

The  report  was  accepted,  and  the  question  came 
on  the  passage  of  the  order,  and  the  order  was 
passed,  yeas  17,  nays  0: 

Yeas — Coun.  Bayley,  Bryan,  Carey,  Chase, 
Cook,  Hannon,  Keenan,  Kelly,  Kinsella,  Lane, 
Linehan,  Madden,  McCormack,  Moriarty,  Russo, 
Scannell,  Sullivan — 17. 

Nays— 0. 

2.  Report  on  message  of  Mayor  and  ordinance 
concerning  establishment  of  Veterans  Rehabilita- 
tion Division  in  Soldiers'  Relief  Department — that 
same  ought  to  pass. 

The  report  was  accepted,  and  the  question  came 
on  the  passage  of  the  ordinance. 

Coun.  CAREY— Mr.  President,  for  the  last 
five  years  there  has  been  no  more  popular  topic 
of  discussion  than  that  of  helping  the  veterans. 
There  has  been  active  legislation,  both  national, 
state  and  city,  that  doubtless  has  had  the  desired 
good  effect,  but  we  often  wonder  with  what 
seriousness  that  legislation  was  enacted  as  we 
find  today  parading  our  streets  silently,  as  civilians, 
thousands  of  young  men,  many  of  whom  have  not 
got  the  arm  or  the  leg  or  the  eye  today  that  they 
had  when  they  put  the  uniform  on.  Thousands 
of  men  seeking  the  most  important  thing  in  this 
life,  from  the  "standpoint  of  each  and  every  one 
of  us — employment — in  order  that  they  might 
keep  body  and  soul  together.  We  have  before 
us  today  this  matter  of  accepting  this  ordinance 
in  order  that  we  might  do  our  little  part  towards 
doing  something  for  that  veteran,  and  I  dare  say 
at  this  very  moment  there  are  walking  up  and 
down  School  street,  some  of  them,  who  still  are 
looking  for  the  job  that  they  were  told  they  were 
going  to  get  as  a  reward  for  their  meritorious 
service.  There  isn't  a  man  in  this  Council  but 
what  wants  to  do  everything  he  can  to  help  the 
veteran  in  being  properly  rehabilitated,  not  only 
physically,  but  economically,  through  obtaining 
work  for  that  veteran,  in  every  way  and  at  the 
earliest  possible  moment.  We  all  are  for  this 
ordinance,  and  I  think  it  is  a  shame  that  on  a 
matter  so  important  as  this  is  that  this  Council 
does  not  take  at  least  a  little  time  in  order  that 
we  might  assure  ourselves  that  everything  that 
might  be  done  will  be  done,  and  expeditiously, 
in  order  that  the  veteran  may  be  taken  care  of, 
physically  as  well  as  economically.  I  am  for 
this  ordinance,  but  in  voting  for  it  I  am  sorry 
that  I  might  be  denied  the  opportunity  of  hear- 
ing more  evidence,  or  at  least  of  having  more 
evidence  presented  before  the  Committee  on 
Ordinances,  for  the  sole  purpose  of  which,  of 
course,  a  matter  of  this  kind  demanded  that  an 
ordinance  committee  be  organized  within  the 
City  Council.  But  what  do  we  find?  And  I 
hold  no  animosity  towards  the  councilors  who 
have   already   shown   their   willingness   to   vote  it 


through  immediately.  But,  in  fairness  to  those 
who  came  into  this  Council  two  weeks  ago,  I 
feel  that  haste  in  a  matter  of  this  kind  should 
be  avoided,  and  that  those  new  councilors  might 
be  helped  in  finding  out  for  themselves,  and 
assuring  themselves,  that  by  their  vote  today 
they  are  doing  something  constructive  for  the 
veteran.  How  many  times,  Mr.  President, — 
and  you  have  been  in  this  Body  just  as  long  as 
I  have  been — have  we  found  out  that  matters 
hastily  acted  upon  could  have  been  improved 
upon  if  more  time  were  taken  in  considering 
them?  I  want  to  see  everything  possible  done 
for  those  veterans,  but  we  can  easily  forget  them 
by  too  hasty  action.  And  we  don't  wonder 
that  today  there  are  hundreds  of  thousands  of 
them,  some  6,000  to  9,000 — or  some  4,000  to 
9,000 — miles  away  from  home,  begging  to  be 
brought  back  to  that  place  that  they  call  home, 
and  where  they  want  to  be,  and  who  would  be 
home  tonight  undoubtedly  if  proper  considera- 
tion were  given  at  the  proper  time  to  legislation 
which  would  be  helping  them  and  would  haye 
helped  them,  rather,  before  now.  I  suppose  one. 
might  say  that  you  are  trying  to  decorate  or 
flower  up  your  subject  too  much  in  commending 
the  veteran,  that  you  can  sum  it  up  in  a  few 
words  by  saying  that  the  best  that  can  be  done 
is  none  too  good  for  that  veteran.  I  have  had 
them  coming  to  me,  some  of  those  who  have 
come  back  and  who  have  returned  to  civilian 
life,  who  want  work,  who  want  rehabilitation  of 
one  kind  or  another.  And  when  those  young 
men  came  to  me,  naturally,  as  every  member  of 
this  Council  feels,  I  wanted  to  do  everything 
possible  to  help  them.  But  you  can't  tell  me, 
Mr.  President,  that  by  postponing  this  matter 
for  one  week  there  isn't  a  possibility  that  some 
good  suggestion  might  come  about  from  some 
source,  either  from  the  veterans  organizations 
themselves  or  possibly  from  some  member  of 
this  Body,  that  might  improve  the  value  and  the 
effect  of  this  ordinance.  There  isn't  a  man  in 
this  Body  that  would  vote  against  this  ordinance. 
In  effect,  it  is  supposed  to  help  the  veteran.  But 
I  certainly  feel  that  the  ordinance  could  be 
improved  upon,  in  that  we  might  be.  given  an 
opportunity  to  find  out  and  assure  ourselves  if 
in  some  way  more  effective  work  can  be  done 
to  give  that  veteran  proper  hospitalization  or  to 
expedite  the  matter  of  placing  him  in  a  job.  Of 
course,  I  am  going  to  vote  for  this  ordinance. 
Frankly,  and  I  dare  say  it  is  true  of  every  member 
of  this  Body,  I  don't  know  ah  about  it  that  I 
would  like  to  know.  But  to  'vote  _ against  it, 
your  action  would  be  construed  as  being  antagonis- 
tic to  the  welfare  of  the  veteran,  and  I  for  one 
want  to  do  everything  I  can  to  help  him. 

Coun.  SULLIVAN — I  move  reference  to  the 
Committee  on  Ordinances. 

Coun.  KINSELLA— Mr.  Chairman,  Mr.  Presi- 
dent, as  recently  as  last  spring  we  had  weeks  and 
weeks  of  conversations  here  pertaining  to  some- 
thing about  the  veteran,  about  the  establishment 
of  an  ordinance  to  remove  automobiles  from  the 
streets  in  snowstorms,  and  we  had  some  more 
conversation  on  a  clam  digging  ordinance.  To 
every  experienced  member  in  this  Body — I  mean 
sixteen  of  them,  the  other  six  having  come  in  for 
the  first  time  two  weeks  ago — to  every  experienced 
member  of  this  Body,  it  was  known  that  those 
ordinances  stemmed  from  a  condition  that  an 
individual  councilor  had  been  asked  to  create — 
as  in  the  case  of  the  clam  digging  ordinance,  or 
as  in  the  case  of  the  Public  Works  Commissioner 
who  wanted  the  ordinance  brought  up  to  permit 
him  to  remove  vehicles  from  the  street.  Those 
were  ordinances  that  originated  in  the  Boston 
City  Council.  This  ordinance  we  are  debating 
today  is  made  up,  if  we  vote  on  it  and  approve  it, 
of  two  parts.  It  is  made  up,  on  the  one  part,  of 
a  department  that  already  exists,  and  on  the  other 
part,  of  a  department  that  actually  is  not  a  de- 
partment and  does  not  exist,  but  is  designed  to 
become  a  division  of  a  department  already  in 
existence.  The  debate  which  we  had  last;  spring 
was  for  the  purpose  of  purifying  and  perfecting, 
as  far  as  humanly  possible,  something  that  origi- 
nated with  us.  There  is  no  purification  of  this 
because,  until  we  accept  it,  it  is  not  an  ordinance. 
We  cannot  amend  it.  We  cannot  revise  it.  We 
cannot  offer  one  change. in  it,  because  it  is  a  legis- 
lative act  passed  by  the  parent  body  of  this 
organization.  What  the  ordinance  will  do  is  simply 
and  solely  to  turn  over  to  the  complete  jurisdiction 
of  the  Soldiers'  Relief  what  will  then  be  a  division 
lhat  originally  was  probably  intended  to  be  a 
department.     The  duties  and  privileges,  if  I  may 
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use  that  word,  are  carefully  and  sharplj  defined 
in  tlif  legislative  act.  There  is  nothing  hero 
debatable  except  accept&noo  or  rejection  of  that 
department  that  is  not  a  department  becoming 
:i  division  of  the  Soldiers'  Relief.  Now.  we  have 
boon  told  by  Councilor  Carey  out  here  as  well  as 
inside  that  the  agents  of  the  established  veterans 
organisations  ought  to  come  down  here  for  the 
purpose  of  helping  us  to  arrive  at  a  decision.  As 
Councilor  Carey  knows,  as  all  of  you  know,  t hat 
legislative  act  would  not  have  cleared  the  House 
and  Senate  if  it  did  not  contain  features  com. 
pletely  satisfactory  to  the  veteran  groups.  What 
can  they  offer  now  l>y  way  of  improvement,  since' 
those  of  us  who  have  been  in  the  Legislature  know- 
that  when  these  organizations,  what  arc  com- 
monly called  pressure  groups,  set  behind  legisla- 
tion, there  isn't  a  vote  in  the  committee,  there 
isn't  a  minute's  consideration  given  by  a  member 
of  a  committee  to  which  it  has  been  referred.  We 
are  now  taking  those  sponsors  into  the  confidence 
of  the  committee  for  the  purpose  of  straining  and 
sifting  out  any  impurities  and  all  illegalities.  We 
haven't  a  choice,  councilor,  except  acceptance  or 
rejection.  Councilor  Carey  at  the  outset  of  his 
remarks  said  that  for  five  or  six  years  the  motive 
has  been  veterans  and  their  problems.  That  is 
right.  And  we  arc  not  the  only  ones  interested 
in  veterans.  Everyone  that  I  have  yet  come  in 
contact  with  is  still  interested,  regardless  of  how 
they  may  feel  in  the  years  to  come.  If  there  is 
the  change  that  was  noticeably  apparent  after  the 
last  war,  it  won't  come  for  a  few  years  yet.  But 
this  ordinance  does  give  them  something,  in  that 
it  ah  bates  as  a  division  a  set-up  probably  orig- 
inally designed  as  a  department.  It  gives  them 
something.  It  does  not  abolish.  We  are  not 
dealing  with  the  merits  of  an  already  established 
organization  with  the  vote  on  abolition  before  us. 
That  does  not  enter  into  it,  because  it  was  never 
accepted;  we  have  nothing  to  abolish.  It  is 
true  we  have  turned  over  money  to'  them  to  func- 
tion, exactly  as  we  turned  over  $25,000  to  Mayor 
Tobin's  Veteran  Center  at  the  Houghton  and 
Dutton  building  two  years  or  so  ago.  But  it  was 
not  a  department.  It  was  a  service,  paid  for  out 
of  the  City  of  Boston's  treasury,  to  help  those 
then  returning  in  various  shades  of  physical 
disability,  to  get  the  start  again  to  which  they 
were  richly  entitled.  Now,  all  we  have  here  to 
decide  is  not  that  we  are  going  to  abolish  something 
or  keep  something  alive.  The  question  is  not  on 
abolishing,  because  it  does  not.  It  simply  and 
solely  puts  what  was  intended  as  a  department 
perhaps  within  the  complete  jurisdiction  of  the 
greater  body  of  the  Soldiers'  Relief  Department. 
No  one  need  apologize  for  opposing  it  out  here.  I 
think  that  the  veterans  themselves  would  like 
to  feel  that  somewhere  in  public  life  there  are  men 
who  can  oppose  those  things  if  they  honestly 
believe  they  ought  to  oppose  them.  But  to 
repeat  the  phrase  used  by  Councilor  Carey, — he 
says  no  one  is  going  to  vote  against  it.  I  don't 
think  that  they  ought  to.  But  if,  they  think  they 
ought  to.  there  is  no  sense  in  their  going  along 
against  their  will  and  their  wish  and  their  con- 
science. I  see  in  my  mind  two  things  to  consider. 
The  creation  of  this  thing  by  virtue  of  the  parent 
organization,  where  there  is  already  trained 
personnel  and  to  which  undoubtedly  more  will  be 
added;  and  then  the  positive  effect  it  will  have 
on  creating  a  place  to  which  they  can  go,  and 
that  meets  your  requirement,  councilor.  And  I 
hope  that  this  is  not  referred  to  Ordinances,  and 
that  it  wins  final  approval  here  today. 

Coun.  SULLIVAN— Mr.  President,  I  was 
wondering  if  the  gentleman  from  Ward  2  (Coun. 
KinsellaJ  would  explain  to  us  what  chapters  of 
the  Acts  of  1945  this  ordinance  is  in  connection 
with.  As  I  understand  the  Acts,  or  the  bill  that 
the  veterans  organization  sponsored  in  the 
Legislature,  it  was  that  any  veterans  service 
center  wouldn't  have  anything  to  do  or  any  con- 
nection with  the  relief  organization.  I  wonder 
answer  it? 

Coun.  KINSELLA— Well,  Mr.  President,  in 
answering  Councilor  Sullivan  I  would  say  that 
from  my  knowledge  of  the  Act-  there  is  only  one 
thing  that  the  act  of  1945  prohibits  doing  for  the 
veterans  thai  the  Soldiers'  Relief  already  can  do,, 
and  that  is  to  give  cash  giants.  The  Soldiers'' 
Relief  can  give  cash  grants.  Thi>  organization,  or 
this  unit,  will  be  get  up  primarily  for  services  that 
follow  along  the  line  of  medical  examination  and 
medical   i  depending  upon   the  condition 

of  the  applicant.  It  will  he  a  job-seeking  unit  to 
which  he  can  have  recourse.  It  will  offer  him.  free 
of  charge,  legal  advice,  anil  I  presume — I  don't  say 


i  hi.-  finally     I  presume  that  in  s a  sorl  of  cases 

will  probablj  offei  him  counsel  in  court,  if  neces 
sary.  That  is  a  presumption.  I  don't  make  that 
i  ,  statement.  The  only  feature  that  probably 
it,  doesn't,  contain,  but  which  may  connote  relief, 
i-.  (he  feature  already  given  by  law  to  the  Soldiers' 
Relief,  that  of  giving  cash  grants,  pecuniary 
giants.  That  is  the  only  fundamental  difference. 
But  it  does  perform  some  functions  that  the  Sol- 
diers' Relief  now  does  not  perform, 

Coun  SULLIVAN  I  asked  for  the  number  of 
(he  act  . 

Coun.  KINSELLA  The  act  number  is  in  our 
report,  as  Councilor  Sullivan  knows.  His  whole 
purpose  in  asking  that  question  is  to  ask  a  com- 
promising question.  He  knows  on  other  matters 
he  could  not  supply  the  answer  himself.  If  the 
precedent  is  going  to  be  established  here  of  badger- 
ing a  man  as  to  the  number  of  an  act,  I  hen  we  had 
all  better  refresh  ourselves  on  the  General  Laws 
as  I  hey  pertain  to  municipalities.  It  doesn't 
matter  what  the  number  is.  We  are  concerned 
with  the  provisions  of  the  act.  and  not  with  No.  1 
or  No.  1,000  or  No.  1,000,000. 

Coun.  LINEMAN— Mr.  President. 

President  KELLY — Councilor  Linehan,  not  hav- 
ing spoken. 

Coun.  SULLIVAN— Mr.  President. 

Coun.  LINEHAN— I  yield. 

Coun.  SULLIVAN — I  am  not  badgering  any- 
body on  acts  and  numbers.  He  spoke  fluently,  as 
though  he  knew  them  right  from  the  beginning  and 
the  whole  ins  and  outs  of  this  ordinance.  I  agree 
that  I  don't  know,  and  I  don't  know  the  acts, 
either.  But  because  you  know  them,  is  that  any 
reason  why.  this  should  be  rushed  through  here 
today?  There  are  twenty-one  others,  and  I  am 
one,  that  don't  know,  and  I  think  I  am  entitled  to 
know.  And  I  am  not  getting  up  on  the  floor  push- 
ing anything  through,  whether  it  is  important  or 
not.  I  am  one  of  the  other  twenty-cne  members 
trying  to  find  if  one  member  has  some  knowledge 
of  an  ordinance.  I  think  he  is  out  of  order.  And 
I  don't  know  why  there  was  a  change  of  heart, 
with  a  very  slender  vote  of  "Yes,  this  will  be  re- 
ferred to  the  Committee  on  Ordinances."  This 
thing  here  is  nothing  more  than  trying  to  place 
members  on  the  spot,  and  this  is  one  man  here  that 
can  place  a  member  on  the  spot.  I  want  to  find  out 
and  see  that  the  ordinance  is  justified,  and  see  that 
it  is  going  to  be  a  proper  ordinance.  And,  with  all 
due  respect  to  the  Soldiers'  Relief  Commissioner, 
we  should  turn  this  down  now,  because  he  was 
bargaining  with  a  doctor,  a  doctor  that  is  going  to 
treat  the  veterans,  and  you  are  hollering  for  a 
veterans  doctor  for  83,500,  and  he  was  trying  to 
bargain  with  him  for  $2,500.  God  knows  what 
kind  of  a  doctor  he  is.  For  God's  sake,  gentlemen, 
that  is  reason  enough  that  this  ordinance  should 
go  tc  the  Committee  on  Ordinances.  We  cer- 
tainly haven't  got  the  power  to  take  it  away. 
Here  is  an  ordinance,  and  we  have  a  qualified  chair- 
man of  the  Ordinance  Committee  who  took  a 
three  months'  course  before  he  was  discharged  from 
the  service.  He  knew  how  to  handle  these  dis- 
charged veterans.  You  couldn't  vote  anybody 
into  this  organization  here  and  ask  them  to  handle 
the  veterans.  You  need  men  of  experience.  And 
our  chairman  of  the  Ordinance  Committee  is  well 
qualified  to  question  the  chairman  of  the  Soldiers' 
Relief  Commission  on  the  kind  and  type  of  per- 
sons who  are  going  to  handle  these  veterans.  There 
were  twenty  on  the  previous  board,  handling  at 
the  rate  of  300  a  day,  which  is  approximately 
handling  about  40  or  50  each,  for  each  one  of  those 
individuals.  You  know  as  well  as  I  do  you  can't 
give  only  one  or  two  minutes  to  an  individual. 
Some  may  take  an  hour  or  two  hours.  And  what 
can  we  do  on  this  new  board,  where  they  formerly 
had  twenty,  and  a  doctor  for  $2,500  a  year?  I 
think  there  was  enough  brought  out  in  the  exec- 
utive chamber  to  give  the  members  of  the  Com- 
mittee on  Ordinances  enough  to  go  through.  You 
say  we  can't  help  them.  We  can  help  them  by 
lighting  this  ordinance,  holding  this  ordinance  up. 
And  we  can  hold  it  over  the  Mayor's  head,  and  lei 
the  veterans  organizations  go  with  the  Mayor. 
We  can  help  the  movement.  That  is  what  you  can 
do,  if  you  have  guts  enough  to  hold  up  the  ordi- 
nance and  make  the  Mayor  move  first.  You  have 
the  power  here  and  why  not  give  this  thing  a 
decent  and  honest  hearing,  so  that  each  and  every 
one  of  us  will  know  what  we  are  voting  on?  And 
I  move  that  this  ordinance  here  go  to  the  Coiii- 
oiii  tee  on  ( ordinances. 

Coun.  LINEHAN— Mr.  President,  1  was  one  of 
those  members  in  the  executive  session  fiat  voted 
that   this   be   referred    lo    I  lie   Committee   on   Ordi- 
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nances,  and  it  seems  to  me  this  is  a  time  when  we 
should  get  up  and  voice  why,  before  some  of  us 
might  be  publicized  we  were  against  the  so-colled 
veterans  service  rehabilitation  division.  I  think 
it  is  important  that  we  list  why  we  think  it  should 
be  turned  over  to  the  Committee  on  Ordinances 
to  have  a  good  hearing,  where  different  veterans 
organizations  can  come  in  with  duly  organized 
agents  and  present  reasons  why  or  why  not  this 
particular  ordinance  is  the  one  to  pass.  Now,  it 
seems  to  me  that  there  are  many  veterans  in  the 
city  who  might  be  interested  in  this  ordinance. 
Up  to  now,  I,  as  a  veteran  and  member  of  the 
American  Legion  and  Veterans  of  Foreign  Wars, 
have  not  had  one  soul  come  to  me  to  intercede  for 
this  ordinance.  Now,  I  am  going  to  vote  for  this 
ordinance,  but  before  I  vote  for  it  I  would  like  to 
get  more  information  than  we  secured  in  the 
Executive  session.  As  we  all  know,  we  had  the 
Commissioner  of  Soldiers'  Relief  before  us.  I 
asked  him  the  following  questions,  if  I  recollect 
them  correctly:  I  asked  him  when  the  so-called 
veterans  bureau  board,  or  committee,  or  service 
center,  was  abolished.  It  was  abolished  by  his 
Honor  the  Mayor  —  or  whatever  words  you  want, 
— whether  it  was  abolished  or  whether  it  was  shut 
off  —  shut  off  because  of  lack  of  funds  —  it  merely 
means  abolished,  regardless  of  what  words  are 
used, —  wiped  out  because  of  no  funds.  And  it 
certainly  must  have  been  a  legal  act  because  it 
had  been  functioning  for  some  months.  I  haven't 
heard  of  any  appropriations  made  for  that  par- 
ticular organization.  Therefore,  I  am  assuming, 
because  it  has  been  in  existence  for  some  time, 
that  it  must  be  legal,  or  otherwise  up  to  now  some 
taxpayer  would  have  objected.  I  asked  the 
Commissioner  on  Soldiers'  Relief  in  there  what 
functions  they  would  perform.  Mr.  President, 
I  frankly  did  not  get  a  satisfactory  answer.  I 
asked  him  how  many  employees  he  would  require 
in  the  so-called  new  sub-division  of  his  department, 
and  he  didn't  know.  Well,  it  seems  to  me  if  the 
Soldiers'  Relief  Commissioner  himself  doesn't 
know,  then  it  is  about  time  that  somebody,  such 
as  veterans  organizations,  through  their  duly 
organized  representatives,  come  before  him,  and 
come  before  the  Committee  on  Ordinances,  and 
suggest  what  type  of  an  organization  is  best  for 
the  veterans,  not  for  his  Honor  the  Mayor,  who 
has  submitted  to  us  the  ordinance.  What  is  best 
for  the  veterans,  that  is  what  I  want  to  hear.  And 
his  Honor  the  Mayor,  in  his, wisdom,  abolished  it  a 
week  or  so  ago.  I  don't  just  know  when.  If  he 
saw  fit  to  abolish  it,  then  he  must  have  done  it 
for  a  reason,  and  I  am  assuming  it  is  because  of 
economy  or  because  he  thinks  it  wasn't  function- 
ing properly  for  the  veterans.  I  haven't  heard 
anything  to  that  effect  yet.  All  I  know  is  that  he 
abolished  it.  Now,  if  I  remember  correctly,  I 
haven't  had  one  veteran  come  up  to  me  to  say  that 
the  organization,  or  whatever  you  might  call  it, 
was  performing  the  service  that  this  act  is  now 
trying  to  correct  —  I  never  had  one  adverse 
criticism  against  the  conduct  or  the  way  that 
particular  service  center  was  being  conducted. 
Now,  if  it  is  abolished  because  of  political  appoint- 
ments down  there,  that  is  one  thing.  Gooti  luck 
to  them.  Abolished  because  they  were  political 
appointments,  but  what  is  the  staff  to  have? 
More  and  more  political  appointments  on  this 
particular  body?  Is  there  anything  in  the  act 
that  the  employees  won't  be  selected  from  duly 
authorized  civil  service  lists?  I  want  them  pre- 
pared so  that  the  veterans  will  come  at  the  top 
of  the  lists,  to  get  the  jobs  on  any  newly-created 
department  in  the  city.  I  don't  want  the  Mayor 
or  anybody  else  to  take  any  Tom,  Dick  or  Harry, 
or  anybody  he  sees  fit  and  put  them  in  this  newly- 
created  department.  I  want  them  to  come  in 
on  lists  that  come  from  the  State  House,  and  if 
there  is  any  job  to  be  appointed  I  want  all  the 
veterans,  disabled  veterans,  to  get  a  shot  at  the 
job  so  that  the  department  will  be  manned  by 
well-qualified  men  and  women.  Has  any  man  in 
here  got  any  assurance  from  the  Mayor  he  will 
select  any  member  from  the  civil  service  list? 
I  pause  for  an  answer.  There  is  no  answer. 
And  I  say  until  some  provision  is  put  into  this 
ordinance  we  should  not  vote  for  it.  Now,  why 
do  I  say  I  will  vote  to  put  this  into  the  Committee 
on  Ordinances?  So  we  can  get  the  answer  to 
those  questions  that  are  bothering  us  at  a  duly 
authorized  meeting,  which  can  be  held  on  Friday 
of  this  week.  We  can  have  veterans  organiza- 
tions represented.  We  can  have  the  Mayor  send 
up  his  Soldiers'  Relief  Commissioner  and  tell  us  in 
more  detail,  giving  business  answers  to  business 
questions.     Let  us  start  running  this  city  as  he  said 


he  would  run  it,  in  a  businesslike  manner.  And  I 
sincerely  hope  this  is  put  into  the  Committee  on 
Ordinances,  so  we  will  have  a  good  ordinance,  so 
the  veterans  will'be  first  on  the  list  to  take  positions. 
Coun.  KINSELLA — Well,  there  has  been  much 
said  by  both  Councilors  Sullivan  and  Linehan  that 
is  entirely  deserving  of  merit,  in  spite  of  the  heat 
in  which  the  things  were  said.  I  suppose  we 
would  be  robots  if  we  didn't  show  some  heat  on 
some  matters.  But  only  a  week  ago  we  heard 
four  representatives  of  the  Committee  on  Recrea- 
tion say  that  of  eighty-seven  of  the  workers 
seventy  were  veterans,  and  all  you  older  coun- 
cilors, with  one  exception,  were  present  in  that 
Executive  room.  I  know  that  you  were  present 
when  Paul  Feeney  asked  that  the  jobs  on  the 
Recreation  Board  be  reserved  for  veterans.  And 
it  was  on  the  acceptance  of  his  motion  and  the 
support  that  we  gave  him,  implied  or  open,  that 
he  voted  to  accept  it,  I  believe.  In  any  case,  he 
voted  positively  on  whatever  question  was  then 
before  the  Body  simply  because  the  rider  had  been 
put  in  that  veterans  and  veterans  only  be  given 
preference.  Then  we  find  out  when  it  is  abolished 
—  mind  you,  not  while  it  is  still  functioning  —  we 
find  out  when  it  is  abolished  that  seventeen  of  the 
eighty-seven  are  nonveterans,  and  they  were  get- 
ting as  little  as  $30  a  week.  That  is  S5.100  every 
week  that  the  veterans  were  not  getting.  I  don't 
believe  in  that  condition.  It  is  intolerable.  And 
I  don't  believe  where  this  division  would  become 
a  permanent  part  of  this  Soldiers'  Relief  that  by 
the  law  of  veterans'  preference  you  would  find  a 
nonveteran  in  there.  There  is  no  service  they  can 
perform  for  him  since  it  is  a  veterans'  center,  and 
any  work  done  there  must  be  given  exclusively  to 
veterans  of  this  war,  if  that  is  the  requirement,  or 
veterans  generally  speaking,  if  that  is  the  require- 
ment. There  are  none  of  you  who  are  opposing 
my  stand  in  the  matter  who  are  any  more  vehement 
on  the  question  of  salting  them  away  at  a  sub- 
stantial week's  salary,  the  more  substantial  the 
better,  100  per  cent,  than  I  am.  And  this  Council 
has  always  been  in  favor  of  that  since  I  came  in, 
in  1942,  and  the  war  conditions  had  just  descended 
upon  us.  And  I  say  that  to  the  eternal  credit  of 
the  personnel  that  composed  this  Council  from 
1942  to  1945.  And  now  starting  out  with  fresh 
component  parts,  the  same  spirit  prevails.  But 
those  seventeen  jobs  went  astray,  and  I  didn't 
have  anyone  on  the  Recreation  Board.  I  had 
none.  There  were  no  Charlestown  people  on  it. 
I  hadn't  any  of  them.  And  how  did  the  seventeen 
creep  in?  The  best  excuse  we  have  heard  in  there 
came  from  the  lips  of  a  nonveteran.  This  is  all 
pertinent  to  the  discussion.  His  answer  was, 
"Well,  when  you  get  a  newly  functioning  outfit 
like  that,  a  few  here  and  there  will  get  in."  We 
were  told  to  accept  them,  those  of  us  who  were 
bosses.  We  didn't  question  the  status,  but  all 
eighty-seven  could  have  been  veterans.  Here  we 
had  a  substantially  less  figure  to  contend  with. 
Eight,  we  are  told.  It  won't  be  eight,  everyone 
here  knows,  because  four  of  them  alone  were  speci- 
fied as'  clerks  and  stenographers.  They  are  not 
going  to  be  consultants.  As  for  the  old  timer  at 
the  age  of  seventy  who  is  willing  to  ply  his  trade 
at  about  $7  a  day,  I  am  willing  to  say  —  that  is, 
not  knowing  him,  I  don't  know  who  he  is  and  I 
don't  care  —  not  all  of  the  three  hundred  will  go 
down  there  any  given  day  on  the  requirement  of 
extension  of  examination.  How  many  of  them 
will  require  it,  I  don't  know,  but  I  think  that  they 
have  a  little  more  regard  for  the  physical  condi- 
tion in  which  they  are  today  than  to  go  down  to  a 
department  like  that  expecting  to  get  a  complete 
physical  check-up  when  they  can  go  to  a  veterans 
hospital  and  get  it,  or  a  family  physician  for  $2 
and  get  it.  But  if  they  are  doctors,  I  am  in  full 
accord  that  we  have  an  adequate  number,  possibly 
of  younger  doctors,  and  undoubtedly  more  return 
to  them  in  salary  than  $2,500  a  year.  They  have 
a  highly  specialized  knowledge  and  skill,  and 
ought  to  be  paid  in  proportion.  But  that  doesn't 
get  around  the  fact  that  we  are  doing  anything 
negative  to  the  veteran;  we  are  doing  something 
positive.  We  are  keeping  alive  something  that 
has  been  functioning,  in  the  words  of  Councilor 
Hannon.  It  has  been  functioning,  and  undoubt- 
edly to  the  satisfaction  of  all  concerned.  But  if 
the  Mayor  chooses  to  exercise  his  charter  rights  in 
this  matter  and  absorb  it,  -not  in  the  structure  of 
city  departments,  but  as  a  division  of  city  depart- 
ments, he  is  asking  you  to  go  along  with  him. 
Some  of  you  don't  agree  with  him.  Next  week  I 
may  not  agree  with  you  when  supporting  something 
he  (rants.  Councilor  Linehan  snowed  great  con- 
cern about  the  shift  in  votes.     There  was  no  shift 
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in  votes.  Ii  was  simplj  si\  or  Beven  boys  don't 
choose  to  answer,  and  theii  silenoe  denotes  ap- 
proval. And  when  consideration  was  approved 
and  1  sniil  a  few  words  on  the  Question,  they  then 
beoame  vocal  in  expressing  their  votes.  I  was  in 
there  as  long  as  anybody,  except  tor  a  few  minutes 
that  1  took  to  get  a  drink  of  water.  No  our  came 
out  with  liie.  I  was  alone  at  all  times  in  tin'  three 
minutes  that  I  came  out,  and  then  returned. 
There  isn't  anything  significant  in  expressing  a 
vote  you  an'  sent  here  to  express.  Of  course,  if 
they  want  to  rise  up  now  ami  suffer  another  change 
of  heart,  that  is  entirely  up  to  themselves.    They 

are  very  free  to  do  it.  and  they  will  work  no  hard- 
ship on  anyone.  And  if  I  wanted  to  change  my 
vote,   undoubtedly    I   could  justify   it.    I   could 

claim  1  was  deferring  to  superior  opinion,  and  it 
would  certainly  satisfy  the  opposition.  I  would 
like  to  sic  this  go  along.  It  is  ten  minutes  of  six, ' 
and  in  four  years  you  have  never  heard  me  press 
a  point  so  much.  It  is  because  we  have  got  some- 
thing. Let  us  give  it  to  the  fellows  we  are  always 
talking  about,  and  let  the  authorities  presently 
located  at  18  Oliver  street  carry  out  the  function 
to  tlie  best  of  their  ability.  If  they  don't  they 
can  suffer  the  penalty. 

Coun.  HANNON — As  long  as  the  gentleman 
from  Oharlestown  (Coun.  Kinsella)  has  called 
attention  to  the  fact  that  it  is  ten  minutes  of  six, 
I  will  take  judicial  notice  of  it  and  restrict  my 
remarks  and  finish  before  six  o'clock. 

President  KELLY — Take  as  much  time  as  you 
want,  councilor. 

Coun.  HANNON — Thank  you  for  the  privilege, 
Mr.  President.  I  intend,  Mr.  President,  both  to 
vote  and  to  vote  to  send  this  matter  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  Ordinances.  I  don't  believe  that  we  are 
very  far  apart  on  this.  It  is  one  matter  on  which 
there  is  unanimity,  if  not  of  judgment,  at  least  of 
conclusion.  We  did  agree  that  we  are  going  to 
vote  for  something  for  the  veterans.  The  only 
thing  is,  some  of  us  seem  more  concerned  about 
taking  a  little  more  time  and  being  sure  that  we 
give  the  veterans  something  worth-while,  rather 
than  to  rush  through  something  which  has  been 
presented  to  us  today  and  which,  in  the  message  of 
the  Mayor,  contained  no  words  calling  for  speedy 
or  immediate  action.  Thereby  it  is  agreed  that 
we  will  do  what  we  can  for  the  veteran.  We  have 
been  hollering  that  for  years,  and  I  think  each  and 
every  one  of  us  has  agreed,  too,  that  as  far  as  most 
of  us  are  concerned,  it  has  resulted  in  empty  words. 
We  have  a  chance  here,  they  tell  us,  to  do  some- 
thing for  the  veteran.  And  I  agree  with  it.  But 
in  doing  something  for  the  veteran,  I  think  we 
should  be  guided  by  those  men  who  are^  the 
acknowledged  leaders  of  the  veterans.  Those 
men  who  represent  the  veterans  in  the  halls  of 
Congress,  or  in  the  legislative  chambers  of  the 
State  House.  And  yet  we  down  here  are  not  even 
going  to  give  those  men  the  chance  to  come  down 
here  and  express  their  views,  or  come  down  here 
and  suggest  to  us  what  they  would  like  us  to  do 
on  behalf  of  the  veterans.  We  had  some  such 
set-up — that  is,  it  might  have  been  a  department, 
it  might  have  been  operating  under  the  jurisdiction 
of  the  Mayor's  office.  How  it  operated  does  not 
bother.  What  it  did  is  what  counts.  And  as  far 
as  I  know,  when  it  was  in  operation  it  did  a  100 
per  cent  job  on  any  veteran  from  my  district  who 
went  down  there.  Now,  if  we  are  trying  to  aid 
the  veteran,  the  man  who  should  be  considered  is 
tiie  veteran  himself,  and  yet  we  are  rushing 
through  here  today  something  that  we  are  not 
even  consulting  a  veteran  on.  What  harm  is 
there  if  we  wait  until  Thursday,  or  if  we  wait  until 
Friday,  and  bring  in  some  of  these  G  Is?  Let 
them  tell  us  what  they  would  like  in  this  bureau. 
Let  them  tell  us  what  they  look  for  when  they  go 
to  these  rehabilitation  centers.  Then  I  think  we 
could  act  intelligently.  But,  for  some  reason  or 
other,  I  don't  like  to  say  it  is  to  curry  favor  with 
those  in  authoritj — but  for  some  reason  or  other 
everybody  seems  anxious  to  jump  onto  the  band- 
wagon and  to  push  through,  hell  bent  for  election, 
this  lit  lie  matter  that  has  been  sent  to  us  from 
downstairs.  Well,  I  think  his  Honor  the  Mayor 
d<  serves  credit  for  trying  to  establish  or  re-establish 
tin-  bureau.  I  believe  we  need  it.  But  I  believe, 
too,  that  the  legislative  agents  of  such  organiza- 
tion^ as  the  American  Legion  and  the  Veterans  of 
I  ign  Wars  and  the  veterans  of  this  war,  in  their 
various  organizations,  those  representatives  are 
better  versed  than  we  or  anybody  in  the  Hall  as  to 
what  kind  of  an  ordinance  they  need,  as  to  what 
kind  of  a  department  they  wish  to  have  set  up. 
The  act  tint  they  presented  last  year  to  the  Legis- 
lature distinctly  stated  that  any  set-up  regarding 


the  veterans  rehabilitation  was  to  consist  of  a 
distinct  and  separate  department.  For  some 
reason  or  other  they  didn't  want  it  in  another 
department,  and  specifically  they  stated  that  they 
wanted  it  distinct  and  separate  from  any  veterans' 
organization  which  was  dealing  in  welfare.  And 
yet  we  here  today  are  going  right  ahead,  and  are 
going  to  put  this  sub-division  into  the  Soldiers' 
Relief  Department,  the  very  department  that  those 
men  who  get  paid  for  representing  the  veterans 
declared  they  didn't  want  this  division  to  be  put 
into.  And  how  can  we  justify  such  action? 
Merely  on  the  ground  that  we  are  speeding  it 
through.  Well,  I  believe  in  the  old  axom,  "Haste 
makes  waste,"  and  I  still  think  it  is  better  to  move 
slowly  and  cautiously  and  accomplish  something 
than  to  go  ahead,  headlong,  and  accomplish 
nothing.  By  referring  it  to  Ordinances,  we  can 
have  a  hearing,  we  have  been  told  by  the  Chair- 
man, on  next  Friday.  We  will  have  there  repre- 
sentatives of  the  various  veterans  organizations. 
We  will  have  there  G  I's,  men  who  have  received 
favors  and  courtesies  and  treatment  at  the  previous 
bureau  that  was  set  up  in  the  City.  We  can 
probably  from  them  learn  corrective  measures. 
We  can  probably  find  out  what  was  lacking  in  the 
previous  bureau.  We  can  probably  correct  any 
mistakes  that  have  been  made  in  the  past.  We 
will  be  functioning  as  we  are  supposed  to  function. 
We  will  be  functioning  as  the  Boston  City  Council. 
An  ordinance,  or  change  in  an  ordinance,  should 
go  through  the  Committee  on  Ordinances.  And 
when  no  haste  is  necessary,  when  nobody  is  going 
to  suffer  because  of  the  lack  of  haste,  why  run 
headlong  along,  unless,  as  I  say,  we  are  trying  to 
curry  favor? 

President  KELLY— The  Chair  would  like  to 
clear  up  some  remarks.     The  letter  reads: 

"I  transmit  for  your  consideration  this  ordinance, 
and  I  recommend  its  immediate  passage  by  your 
Honorable  Body,  in  order  that  there  may  be  no 
interruption  in  the  carrying  on  of  those  services  of 
vital  necessity  to  our  veterans."  That  is  why  I 
referred  it  to  Executive. 

Coun.  LINEHAN— Mr.  President. 

President  KELLY — Are  you  speaking  on  the 
matter  of  referring  to  the  Committee  on  Ordi- 
nances? 

Coun.  LINEHAN — A  point  of  parliamentary 
inquiry. 

President  KELLY — State  your  point  of  parlia- 
mentary inquiry. 

Coun.  LINEHAN — Is  it  appropriate  at  this 
time  to  offer  an  amendment  to  the  ordinance? 

President  KELLY — It  is  not,  councilor. 

Coun.  LINEHAN — It  seems  to  me — couldn't 
the  amendment  be  offered  and  couldn't  it  go  into 
the  Committee  on  Ordinances  with  the  original 
ordinance? 

President  KELLY — An  ordinance  submitted  by 
the  Mayor  cannot  be  amended,  councilor.  It  has 
either  to  be  accepted  or  rejected.  The  question 
now  comes  on  referring  to  the  Committee  on 
Ordinances. 

Coun.  LINEHAN— Mr.  President,  frankly  I 
am  all  at  sea  in  regard  to  that  ruling.  I,  person- 
ally, have  an  amendment  here  to  that  ordinance 
which  I  think  his  Honor  the  Mayor  would  gladly 
receive,  and  therefore  amend  the  ordinance  which 
he  has  presented.  And  it  is  as  follows:  "All  the 
employees  of  the  Veterans  Rehabilitation  Division 
shall  be  veterans  selected  under  civil  service  rules 
from  a  duly  authorized  civil  service  list  applicable 
to  Boston."  And  I  certainly  would  like  to  ask 
the  Clerk,  through  you,  Mr.  President,  if  there  is 
any  legal  way  we  can  get  this  in  so  as  to  get  it  to 
the  Mayor  before  this  ordinance  is  passed? 

President  KELLY — I  am  informed,  councilor, 
that  the  Council  can  submit  a  separate  ordinance 
containing  those  amendments,  but  it  cannot 
amend  the  present  ordinance  submitted  by  the 
Mayor. 

Coun.  LINEHAN — I  can't  offer  this  ordinance 
at  the  present  time? 

President  KELLY — As  a  separate  ordinance. 

Coun.  CARE  if — Mr.  President,  just  as  a 
thought,  but  I  want  to  express  this  that  I  had  in 
my  mind.  I  think  it  is  all  the  more  reason  why 
this  matter  should  go  to  the  Committee  on  Ordi- 
nances, that  the  Committee  on  Ordinances  should 
contact  his  Honor  the  Mayor  to  see  if  his  Honor 
the  Mayor  would  not  be  only  too  glad  to  resubmit 
the  ordinance  with  the  amendment  suggested  by 
Councilor  Linehan.  Another  reason  why  there 
shouldn't  be  too  much  haste  used  here  today. 
Unfortunately,  Mr.  President,  it  might  be  con- 
strued in  some  quarters  that  to  vote  to  send  this 
matter  to  the  Committee  on  Ordinances  might  be 
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interpreted  as  being  against  his  Honor  the  Mayor. 
In  this  particular  matter,  I  don't  think  there  is  any 
member  of  this  Council,  in  voting  to  send  it  to 
Ordinances,  that  would  care  to  have  his  vote 
construed  in  that  respect.  Now,  I  think  a  great 
deal  of  the  councilor  from  Ward  2  (Coun.  Kinsella), 
and  I  recall  distinctly  when  the  matter  was  put  to 
a  voice  vote  at  the  Executive  Committee  meeting 
that  the  vote  was  preponderantly  against  accepting 
this  measure  today.  Unfortunately — and  I  say 
that  and  mean  it,  in  so  far  as  the  Executive  Com- 
mittee meetings  are  concerned — when  the  Council 
was  on  the  spot,  the  vote,  I  believe,  was  8  to  7  in 
favor  of  accepting  this  ordinance  immediately. 
I  don't  think  it  was  fair  to  ask  for  a  roll  call  vote 
in  the  Executive  Committee,  for  I  am  sure,  partic- 
ularly in  so  far  as  the  new  members  of  this  Council 
are  concernad,  that  you  are  feeling  your  way,  just 
as  I  had  to  do  nine  years  ago.  I  don't  think  it  was 
fair  to  demand  that  they  be  put  on  the  spot 
immediately  and  be  denied  the  opportunity  to  see, 
if  possible,  if  a  week's  delay  might  better  the  accept- 
ance of  this  ordinance.  We  were  told  in  Executive 
Committee  by  one  of  our  members  that  an  em- 
ployee of  the  Soldiers'  Relief  Department,  after 
listening  to  100  cases  in  one  day,  collapsed  from 
heart  failure.  We  were  also  told  in  Executive 
Committee  meeting  that  the  number  of  employees 
in  the  Soldiers'  Relief  Department  would  be 
reduced.  Now,  if  the  work  up  there  was  of  such 
a  nature,  such  a  voluminous  nature,  that  one 
employee  had  to  interview  100  cases  a  day,  which 
was  too  rmich,  what  might  we  expect  with  a 
reduction  in  the  number  of  personnel  up  there? 
Comment  has  been  made  here  regarding  the 
doctor  who  it  is  contemplated  to  employ  up  there. 
If  I  recall  distinctly,  we  were  told  in  executive 
meeting  that  this  doctor  is  now  working  for  $3,500 
a  year,  yet  he  is  willing  to  take  this  position  at 
$2,500  a  year.  I  have  my  grave  doubts  that  the 
best  interests  of  the  veterans  are  being  cared  for, 
when  a  man  is  willing  to  reduce  his  price  $1,000  in 
a  matter  that  means  so  much  to  the  care  and 
protection  of  those  veterans.  Surely,  and  particu- 
larly at  the  present  time,  when  there  must  be 
hundreds  and  hundreds  of  cases  that  come  to  that 
bureau  daily,  medical  cases,  a  man  should  at  least 
think  as  much  of  his  services  as  far  as  the  veterans 
are  concerned,  as  he  thought  of  them  when  he  was 
catering  to  civilians.  It  is  most  unfortunate, 
particularly  so  far  as  new  members  of  this  Council 
are  concerned,  that  pressure  has  been  used  here 
today  to  expedite  the  acceptance  of  this  ordinance. 
If — I  reluctantly  say  this — immediate  action  is 
necessary  on  it,  then  why  were  the  services  of  the 
former  reception  center  discontinued?  If  it  is  so 
vitally  necessary  that  we  use  all  haste  in  getting 
this  new  set-up  functioning,  in  order  that  work 
might  be  found  and  rehabilitation  might  be  made 
possible  for  these  veterans,  then  why  wasn't  the 
old  set-up  allowed  to  function  until  the  Council 
had  an  opportunity  to  either  accept  or  reject  this 
ordinance?  It  is  a  pity  that  in  the  course  of  our 
attempts  to  have  sane  and  sensible  consideration 
given  to  a  matter,  to  any  matter  as  a  matter  of 
fact,  that  we  are  forced  to  suspiciously  criticize 
a  request  that  comes  before  us.  I  certainly  do 
hope  that  this  matter  will  go  to  Ordinances, 
particularly  so  that  the  new  members  of  the  City 
Council  may  have  an  opportunity  to  hear  infor- 
mation that  certainly  is  vitally  necessary  for  them 
in  connection  with  the  acceptance  of  it. 

Coun.  MADDEN — Mr.  President,  I  am  heartily 
in  favor  of  anything  that  will  expedite  the  care, 
assistance  and  welfare  of  the  veteran.  I  am 
heartily  in  accord  with  the  principle  that  all 
matters  should  be  referred  to  committees.  How- 
ever, gentlemen,  I  have  just  gone  through  a  rotten 
war.  I  have  gone  through  with  your  sons  and 
with  a  great  many  members  here.  And  I  have 
heard  those  boys  talk  from  one  end  of  Europe  to 
the  other.  "This  is  the  way  they  dobaek  in  the 
States.  They  give  us  lip  service."'  I  cast  no 
reflections  on  any  member  of  this  Body.  They 
are  all  my  friends,  and  I  think  they  are  all  great 
fellows,  but  I  just  want  to  suggest  to  the  men 
the  attitude  of  the  boys  in  the  hospitals.  And  I, 
for  one,  am  heartily  in  favor  of  expediting  any- 
thing that  can  save  a  veteran  one  hour's  anguish. 
There  is  no  need  of  kidding  ourselves  here.  We 
know  why  the  Mayor  abolished  it.  We  also 
know  that  the  Mayor  is  sincere  in  his  efforts  to 
try  to  help  the  veterans.  I  don't  know  if  we  had 
fifty  committee  meetings  that  we  would  have  one 
scintilla  of  evidence  that  would  enlighten  us  on 
anything  that  we  don't  already  know.  The  only 
question  I  can  see — maybe  I  am  wrong,  Mr. 
President, — but   the   only   purpose    I    can   see   in 


delaying  this  would  be  to  embarrass  the  Com- 
missioner, and  probably  deny  some  veteran 
help  that  he  sorely  needed.  I  think  that  perhaps 
the  last  place  a  veteran  would  go  would  be  to  the 
Soldiers'  Relief.  They  don't  go  there  unless 
they  need  help.  We  have  the  word  of  the  Com- 
missioner that  they  are  taking  care  of  300  and  400 
cases  a  day  there.  I  say  to  you  that  if  one  service 
man  suffers,  if  one  service  man  is  delayed,  that 
fault  rests  with  us,  and  I,  for  one,  am  heartily  in 
accord   with   passing  this   with   all   speed. 

Coun.  SCANNELL— Mr.  President,  not  having 
spoken  on  this  ordinance  on  the  floor,  in  regard 
to  referring  this  to  Executive,  each  and  every  one 
of  us  listened  to  the  Commissioner  today ,  and 
I  am  satisfied  that  this  ordinance  carries  sufficient 
explanation  to  send  it  through.  As  Councilor 
Madden  has  well  said,  we  cannot  wait  even  an 
hour  in  giving  a  lot  of  lip  service — 

Coun.  LINEHAN— Will  the  gentleman  yield  for 
a   question? 

President  KELLY — Does  the  councilor  yield 
for  a  question? 

Coun.  SCANNELL— I  yield. 

Coun.  LINEHAN— I  would  like  to  ask  the 
gentleman  from  South  Boston  (Coun.  Scannell) 
if  he  would  like  an  amendment  to  the  ordinance 
that  is  being  talked  about,  to  the  following  effect: 
"All  the  employees  of  the  Veterans'  Rehabilitation 
Division  shall  be  veterans  selected  under  civil 
service  rules  from  a  duly  authorized  civil  service 
list,  applicable  to  Boston?" 

Coun.  SCANNELL— I  certainly,  at  the  right 
time,  shall  vote  for  it  when  the  amendment  comes 
in. 

President  KELLY — Does  that  answer  your 
question? 

Coun.  LINEHAN — I  would  like  to  ask  a  further 
question.  When  does  he  think  the  proper  time  is? 
Does  he  think  it  is  today? 

Coun.  SCANNELL — I  believe  it  comes  from 
the  right  authority  if  it  comes  from  the  members 
today,  and  he  can  present  it  and  I  will  vote  for  it. 

Coun.  LINEHAN — I  would  like  to  ask  a  further 
question.  I  would  like  to  ask  the  gentleman  from 
Ward  6  (Coun.  Scannell)  if  he  would  like  to 
vote  on  this  today  or  next  week,  along  with  the 
rest  of  the  ordinance? 

Coun.  SCANNELL — I  think  I  have  answered 
that,  councilor.  If  it  is  presented  today  I  would 
be  glad  to  vote. 

Coun.  LINEHAN— Mr.  President,-  a  point  of 
parliamentary  inquiry.  Can  I  move  to  lay  this 
amendment  on  the  table  and  then  submit  the 
ordinance  with  this  amendment? 

President  KELLY — Well,  Councilor  Scannell 
has  yielded  the  floor  for  a  question  to  you. 

Coun.  LINEHAN — I  just  rose  on  a  point  of 
parliamentary  inquiry. 

President  KELLY — I  would  be  glad  to  recognize 
you  for  that  motion  if  Councilor  Scannell  is  through. 

Coun.  KINSELLA— Mr.  President. 

President  KELLY — For  what  purpose  does 
the  gentleman  rise? 

Coun.  KINSELLA— A  point  of  order,  Mr. 
President. 

President  KELLY — State  your  point  of  order. 

Coun.  KINSELLA— Mr.  President,  may  I 
ask  the  Clerk,  through  you,  if  the  offer  of  the 
amendment  would  not  have  the  effect  of  amending 
a  legislative  act,  which  the  Mayor  cannot  do, 
since  it  is  an  extension  of  a  legislative  act  under 
which  the  department  was  created? 

President  KELLY — Wait  just  a  minute  now, 
councilor,  please.  Will  you  state  your  question 
once  again? 

Coun.  KINSELLA— Mr.  President,  I  would  ask 
the  Clerk,  through  you,  if  the  presentation  of  an 
amendment  would  not  have  the  effect  of  offering 
an  amendment  to  a  legislative  act  which  originally 
set  up  the  service  men's  center,  and  which  the 
Mayor  and  Council  lack  the  authority  to  do, 
if  they  cannot  amend  a  legislative  act. 

Coun.  LINEHAN— Mr.  President. 

President  KELLY — One  at  a  time,  councilor. 
I  want  to  be  fair.  Well,  the  City  Clerk  informs 
me  he  would  like  to  reserve  an  opinion  on  the 
question.     It  is  a  little  bit  complicated. 

Coun.  RUSSO— Mr.  President. 

President  KELLY — For  what  purpose  does 
the  gentleman   rise? 

Coun.  RUSSO — A  point  of  order,  Mr.  President. 

President  KELLY — State  your  point  of  order. 

Coun.  RUSSO — My  point  of  order  is  that  while 
the  gentleman  from  Ward  6  (Coun.  Scannell) 
has  the  floor  I  don't  think  that  that  question  being 
asked  on  a  point  of  order  to  the  City  Clerk  was 
fair,  and  I  don't  think  that  the  gentleman  who  has 
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tin-  Boor  Bhould  be  interrupted  unless  for  a  poinl 
of  order  on  his  talk,  or  for  a  point  of  information  . 

President  Kill  \  I  am  trying  to  be  fair  and 
impart  ociloi  Scannell,  will  you  continue? 

iun.  SCANNELL-  As  the  gentleman  from 
Ward  22  (Coun.  Madden)  well  .said,  there  should 
not  be  any  interruption  in  regard  to  helping  the 
veterans  and,  being  a  member  of  iliis  Bod]  fot 
the  past  six  years,  1  don't  like  any  man  in  this 
Bodj  to  come  and  say,  as  the  gentleman  from 
\\  ii, i  10  (Coun.  Carey)  has  said,  thai  there  is 
being  used  upon  the  new  members  of  this 
Council.  1  know  there  is  no  pressure  used  on 
me,  and  there  is  no  pressure  used  on  these  new- 
men  of  this  Council,  Far  be  it  from  me  to  use  any 
pressure.  I  vote  the  way  my  conscience  dictates. 
\nd  it  is  the  same  for  those  men.  There  is  no 
pressure  being  used  here.  These  men  here  have 
a  mind,  and  thej  know  how  to  use  it,  just  the  same 
as  those  that  have  been  here  for  .six  years.  I 
want  to  say  this,  if  this  is  good  for  the  veteran, 
then  let  us  have  it.  If  there  is  something  else 
that  Councilor  Linehan  has  that  is  good  for  the 
veteran,  let  us  vote  for  it.  Let  us  waste  no  time. 
Let  us  not  do  any  dillydallying  around  here. 
Let  us  go  to  work  to  do  something  for  the  veteran 
and  pass  this  today,  and  at  a  future  time,  if  we 
can  do  something  for  the  veteran,  let  us  pass  that. 
If  Councilor  Linehan  lias  a  constructive  amend- 
ment to  this  ordinance,  then  let  us  proceed  to  do 
it  right  now.  Let  us  not  send  this  to  the  Ordi- 
nances Committee.  Let  us  have  it  voted  on  and 
passed  here  today.  As  the  Commissioner  well 
said.  "If  you  hold  this  up,  this  will  delay  my 
program."  He  said,  as  to  these  men  that  are 
charitable  at  the  veterans'  bureau,  working  for 
nothing,  "If  we  vote  for  this  today  they  will  prob- 
ably get  a  week's  pay,  starting  in  today." 

Coun.  LINEHAN— Mr.  President. 

Coun.  RUSSO— Mr.  President. 

President  KELLY — Councilor  Russo,  not.  having 
spoken. 

Coun.  LINEHAN— Mr.  President,  Councilor 
Russo  has  already  spoken. 

Coun.  RUSSO — I  had  yielded  to  my  colleague 
from  Ward  7  (Coun.  Linehan).  However, 
since  he  brought  up  the  question  of  my  having 
spoken.  I  wish  to  say  that  I  had  only  asked  for 
a  point  of  order. 

President  KELLY — Councilor  Russo. 

Coun.  RUSSO — Mr.  President,  speaking  on  the 
motion  to  refer  this  to  the  Committee  on  Ordi- 
nances. I  believe  that  I  am  fair — I  guess  most 
of  the  old  members  have  tried  me  out — and  I 
hope  that  I  can  continue  to  be  fair  and  square, 
not  only  with  myself  and  with  the  veterans,  as 
this  question  is,  but  with  all  my  doings.  I  was 
one  of  the  members  who  in  the  Executive  Com- 
mittee voted  to  pass  this  ordinance  today,  but 
I  can't  help  but  express  myself  as  I  do.  After 
hearing  the  pros  and  cons  on  this  question,  I 
feel  that  it  might  be  a  good  thing  to  refer  it  to 
the  Committee  on  Ordinances,  after  being  in- 
formed by  the  City  Clerk  that  if  we  pass  this 
ordinance  today  we  cannot  pass  an  amendment  to 
it  afterwards.  I  feel  that  the  members  of  the 
committee  ought  to  have  their  meeting,  and  it 
has  been  promised,  and  on  that  promise  of  having 
the  meeting  on  Friday  of  this  week,  so  that  it 
will  not  be  delayed  and  kicked  around,  I  feel 
that  they  ought  to  have  it  in  the  Committee  on 
Ordinances.  I  feel  that  if  there  are  other  members 
who  have  not  been  satisfied  with  the  explanation 
that  has  been  given  to  us  today,  they  ought  to 
have,  rmd  are  entitled  to,  further  information 
if  the.'.'  so  desire  it.  I  am  in  accord  that  all  these 
various  organizations  should  be  invited  into 
the  committee,  thai  they  may  be  asked  whether 
oi  uoi  this  ordinance  will  be  acceptable  to  them, 
and  if  it  is  ;,  thing  that  is  good  for  the  veterans. 
I  am  going  to  vote  to  send  it  to  the  Committee 
on  Ordinances. 

LINEHAN — Mr.  President,  I  am  going 
to  offej  as  amendment  to  the  present  ordinance 
after  I  have  made  a  motion  to  lay  the  present 
ordinance  on    the  table,   which    means   this:    If   the 

President    rules  1  can  do  it.   I   will  then  offer  an 
amendment. 

President  KELLY  —Wait  a  minute,  councilor. 
I  have  not  ruled  you  can  present  an  amendment. 
I  have  ruled  '.on  can  present  another  ordinance. 

STOUT  motion  to  lay  on  I  he  table  is  in  order  at   this 
lime. 

Coun.  RUSSO     Mr.  President. 

ident  KELLY     Councilor  Rtu   o 


Coun.  RUSSO  1  rise  to  a  point  of  information. 
My  point  is,  if  this  ordinance  is  laid  on  the  table, 
can  any  amendment  to  that  ordinance  be  included 

with-  that    first  ordinance? 

President  KELLY— No,  if  cannot.  It  has  to 
be  a  new  ordinance, 

Coin,.  CIIAXK      Mr.   President. 

President  KKLLY  For  what  purpose  does  the 
gentleman  rise? 

Coun.  CHASE — A  point  of  parliamentary  pro- 
cedure, Mr.  President . 

President  KELLY — State  your  point  of  patlia- 
mentary  procedure. 

Coun.  CHASM— I  would  like  to  ask  the  Clerk, 
through  you,  sir,  if  it  would  be  possible  for  the 
councilor  from  South  Boston  (Coun.  Linehan)  to 
submit  a  new  ordinance  which  incorporates  the 
ordinance  which  would  be  laid  on  the  table  to- 
gether with  his  amendment? 

President  KELLY — I  am  informed  that  is 
exactly  what  should  be  done  in  the  ease,  but  an 
amendment  is  out  of  order. 

Coun.  KINSELLA— Mr.  President- 
President  KELLY — For  what  purpose  does  the 
gentleman  rise? 

Coun.  KINSELLA— A  point  of  order,  Mr.  Pres- 
ident.    I  seek  a  new  ruling  on  my  point  of  order. 

President  KELLY — What  is  your  point  of  order? 

Coun.  KINSELLA — My  point  of  order  was 
originally  that,  since  this  is  a  legislative  act,  723 
of  the  Acts  of  1945,  the  councilor  has  the  right  to 
amend  it  in  any  way.  The  President  has  the  Con- 
nors Act  to  go  on,  in  which  we  paid  $4,800. 

President  KELLY — I  am  informed,  councilor, 
in  answer  to  your  question,  in  passing  this  ordi- 
nance we  are  not  accepting  any  legislative  act.  We 
are  performing  the  duties  of  the  act,  but  not  ac- 
cepting the  act.     Does  that  answer  your  question? 

Coun.  KINSELLA — No,  not  as  clearly  as  I 
thought  the  other  was  defined  months  ago.  We 
have  accepted  an  order  under  which  Connors  was 
paid  $4,800,  but  prior  to  that  we  were  _  offering 
to  amend  it  on  Councilor  Sullivan's  motion  that 
since  Mr.  Connors  was  willing  to  pay  a  penalty  of 
$1,200,  then  Councilor  Sullivan  would  vote  in 
favor.  Yet  we  had  not  accepted  it  until  the  final 
vote  in  here. 

President  KELLY — That  is  an  entirely  different 
question. 

Coun.  LINEHAN— Mr.  President. 

President  KELLY — Do  you  desire  to  make  a 
motion? 

Coun.  LINEHAN — I  think  I  have  already 
signified  my  motion.  I  am  going  to  move  to  lay 
the  matter  on  the  table,  and  if  I  am  successful 
I  will  move  to  submit  a  new  order  which  will  con- 
sist of  the  basis  of  his  Honor  the  Mayor's  order, 
with  a  fundamental  change,  which  I  believe  is 
very  vital  to  the  successful  carrying  on  of  that 
department.  I  will  read  the  ordinance  I  will  sub- 
mit if  my  motion  to  lay  on  the  table  is  successful. 

(Coun.  LINEHAN  read  the  ordinance  sub- 
mitted by  the  Mayor,  together  with  his  proposed 
amendment,  heretofore  recorded.) 

Coun.  LINEHAN — I  now  move  that  the  order 
under  discussion  be  laid  on  the  table. 

Coun.  KINSELLA— Mr.  President. 

President  KELLY — There  is  no  debate. 

Coun.  KINSELLA — Mr.  President,  I  rise  to  a 
point  of  information. 

President  KELLY — State  your  point  of  in- 
formation. 

Coun.  KINSELLA — I  would  like  Councilor 
Linehan  to  pay  attention  to  this.  My  point  of 
information  is  this — my  point  of  order,  rather — 
that  if  laying  on  the  table  is  supported,  then  no 
amendment  can  be  offered  while  it  is  on  the  table, 
unless  it  is  removed  from  the  table  for  consideration 
of  the  amendment. 

President  KELLY— The  Chair  will  rule  that  he 
can  submit  a  new  ordinance  which  incorporates 
additional  sections  of  the  old  ordinance. 

The  question  came  on  laying  on  the  table,  and 
the  roll  was  called.  The  motion  to  lay  on  the 
table  was  lost,  yeas  3,  nays  14: 

Yeas — Coun.  Carey,  Chase,  Linehan — 3. 

Nays — Coun.  Bayiey,  Bryan,  Cook,  Hannon, 
Keenan,  Kelly,  Kinsella,  Lane,  Madden,  Mc- 
Cormack,  Moriarty,  Russo,  Scannell,  Sullivan — 14. 

The  question  came  on  the  motion  to  refer  to  the 
Committee  on  Ordinances. 

Coun.  SULLIVAN— Mr.  President,  a  point  of 
information. 

President  KELLY — State  your  point  of 
information. 

Coun.  SULLIVAN— I  would  like  to  know, 
before  the  roll  is  called,  during  the  discussion  you 
lead    the   last   paragraph   of   this  communication, 
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relative  to  the  immediate  adoption  of  this  ordi- 
nance, and  that  was  your  reason  for  sending  this 
ordinance  to  the  Executive  Committee.  You 
know  as  well  as  I  do,  in  your  years  here,  that 
everything  that  comes  from  the  Mayor's  office  has 
that  stock  paragraph,  "immediate  passage"  or 
"immediate  adoption."  Now,  is  it  going  to  be 
the  Chair's  procedure  this  year  to  refer  everything 
to  Executive  that  comes  up  with  that  paragraph 
in  it? 

President  KELLY — Councilor,  I  don't  like  to 
disagree  with  you,  but  this  is  not  in  every  message. 
That  is  in  very  few  messages  that  come  up  from 
the  Mayor's  office.  I  have  presided  here,  and 
every  member  that  has  presided  here  in  the  last 
eight  years  previous  to  my  presiding  has  accorded 
the  Mayor  that  wish  when  he  has  put  that  in  that 
paragraph.  I  have  done  what  has  been  done  here 
for  the  past  eight  years. 

Coun.  SULLIVAN — I  disagree  with  you,  Mr. 
President,  because  since  I  have  been  in  here  every 
order  has  been  with  that  "immediate  adoption" 
or  "immediate  passage."  It  is  a  stock  paragraph. 
It  is  in  every  letter,  and  you  can  check  the  records 
back.  And  if  it  is  to  be  your  procedure  in  carrying 
everything  out  as  that  paragraph  states,  we  might 
as  well  move,  after  this  is  out  of  the  way,  to  dump 
all  committees. 

President  KELLY — I  don't  want  to  disagree 
with  you,  councilor.  The  matter  before  the 
Council  is  to  refer  to  the  Committee  on 
Ordinances. 

Coun.  RUSSO — Mr.  President,  I  seem  to  agree 
with  the  opinion  of  my  colleague,  Dan  Sullivan. 
I  feel  that  in  every  order  that  comes  up  here — and 
I  say  that  in  explanation  to  the  new  members — I 
don't  know  what  exception  his  Honor  may  have 
taken — but  I  know  from  my  experience  in  six  years 
that  every  order  that  comes  in  to  us  has  come  in 
for  immediate  adoption.  So,  therefore,  I  don't 
put  too  much  weight  on  that,  as  far  as  that  is 
concerned. 

The  question  came  on  referring  the  matter  to 
the  Committee  on  Ordinances,  and  the  roll  was 
called,  and  the  matter  was  so  referred,  yeas  9, 
nays  8: 

Yeas — Coun.  Bayley,  Carey,  Chase,  Hannon, 
Keenan,  Sullivan,  Moriarty,  Russo,  Sullivan — 9. 

Nays — Coun.  Bryan,  Cook,  Kelly,  Kinsella, 
Lane,  Madden,  McCormack,  Scannell — 8. 

Coun.  HANNON — I  move  we  adjourn. 

Coun.  COOK— Mr.  President. 

President  KELLY — There  is  no  debate  on  the 
motion,  councilor. 


Coun.  COOK — I  didn't  mean  to  debate  the 
motion.  I  would  like  to  announce  to  the  members 
that  there  will  be  a  meeting  of  the  Committee  on 
Ordinances  on  Friday  afternoon,  at  two  o'clock  in 
the  committee  room. 


CONVENIENCE   STATION,   WARD    7. 

Coun.  LINEHAN  and  HANNON  offered  the 
following: 

Ordered,  That  the  Park  Commission  be  re- 
quested, through  his  Honor  the  Mayor,  to  reopen 
the  recently  renovated  convenience  station  located 
in  the  Uphams  Corner  section  of  Ward  7,  and  to 
place  a  disabled  war  veteran  from  a  civil  service 
list  in  charge  thereof. 

Passed  under  suspension  of  the  rule. 


TRAFFIC     HAZARD,    EDWARD    EVERETT 
SQUARE. 

Coun.  LINEHAN  offered  the  following: 
Ordered,  That  the  Traffic  Commission  be  re- 
quested, through  his  Honor  the  Mayor,  to  study 
the  traffic  hazard  now  existing  in  the  vicinity  of 
Edward  Everett  square,  Ward  7,  for  the  purpose 
of  installing  traffic  lights  or  constructing  an 
underpass  or  overpass,  whichever  may  be  feasible. 
Passed   under  suspension   of   the   rule. 
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Coun.  LINEHAN  offered  the  following: 
Ordered,  In  the  event  that  the  Veterans  Rehabili- 
tation Division  in  the  Soldiers'  Relief  Department 
is  created,  be  it  further  ordered  that  his  Honor  the 
Mayor  consider  the  advisability  of  moving  the 
.Municipal  Employment  Bureau  to  quarters 
adjacent  to  said  Veterans  Rehabilitation  Division 
in  the  Soldiers'  Relief  Department,  in  order  that 
the  Veterans  Rehabilitation  Division  may  have 
access  to  the  Municipal  Employment  Bureau  to 
place  veterans  in  positions  in  private  industry. 
Passed  under  suspension  of  the  rule. 


Adjourned,  on  motion  of  Coun.  HANNON, 
at  6.45  p.  m.,  to  meet  on  Monday,  January  28 
1946,  at  2  p.  m. 
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CITY  OF  BOSTON. 


Proceedings  of  City  Council. 


Monday,  January  28,  1946. 

Regular  meeting  of  the  City  Council  held  in  the 
Council  Chamber,  City  Hall,  at  two  p.  m.,  Presi- 
dent KELLY  in  the  chair.  Absent,  Coun.  Coffey, 
Hurley,  Muchnick  and  Scannell. 

The  meeting  was  opened  with  the  salute  to  the 
Flag. 


LEGISLATION     CONCERNING     CITY     OF 
BOSTON. 

The  following  was  received: 

City  of  Boston, 
Office  of  the  Mayor,  January  28,  1946. 
To  the  City  Council. 

Gentlemen, —  I  submit  herewith  several  resolu- 
tions favoring  the  passage  of  legislation  of  interest 
and  potential  benefit  to  the  City  of  Boston. 

Your  Honorable  Body  is  aware  of  the  many 
distressing  problems  which  face  the  city  govern- 
ment. It  is  obvious  to  all  of  us  who  have  a  share 
in  the  responsibility  for  directing  the  course  of  our 
municipality  that  only  by  approaching  the  prob- 
lems of  the  city  government  with  courage,  and  with 
the  mutual  cooperation  of  all  governmental 
agencies,  may  we  encourage  a  new  spirit  in  our 
civic  life,  and  accomplish  those  things  of  enduring 
benefit  to  our  city  and  its  people. 

Under  the  rules  of  the  Legislature,  certain 
matters  coming  before  it  must  have  the  prior 
approval  of  the  City  Council  before  such  matters 
are  given  consideration  by  the  proper  committees. 
For  this  reason,  the  accompanying  resolutions  are 
presented  to  your  Honorable  Body,  and  I  re- 
spectfully request  their  prompt  adoption. 
Respectfully, 
James  M.  Curley,  Mayor. 

Resolved,  That  the  City  Council  of  the  City  of 
Boston  hereby  favors  the  enactment  of  legislation 
entitled,  "An  Act  further  providing  for  the  funding 
of  overlay  deficits  by  the  City  of  Boston,"  pro- 
vided that  said  legislation  contains  a  referendum 
to  the  Mayor  and  City  Council. 

Resolved,  That  the  City  Council  of  the  City  of 
Boston  hereby  favors  the  enactment  of  legislation 
entitled,  "An  Act  providing  for  the  annual  pay- 
ment by  the  Commonwealth  to  the  City  of  Boston 
of  a  certain  sum  to  be  expended  by  said  city  for 
certain  expenses  and  salaries  of  its  police  de- 
partment," provided  that  said  legislation  contains 
a  referendum  to  the  Mayor  and  City  Council. 

Resolved,  That  the  City  Council  of  the  City  of 
Boston  hereby  favors  the  enactment  of  legislation 
entitled,  "An  Act  for  the  purpose  of  tax  rate  relief 
in  the  City  of  Boston  for  the  year  nineteen  hundred 
and  forty-six,"  provided  that  said  legislation  con- 
tains a  referendum  to  the  Mayor  and  City  Council. 

Resolved,  That  the  City  Council  of  the  City  of 
Boston  hereby  favors  the  enactment  of  legislation 
entitled,  "An  Act  authorizing  the  extension  of  the 
Washington  Street  Tunnel  in  the  City  of  Boston 
to  Sullivan  square,  in  the  Charlestown  district  of 
Boston  and  to  Forest  Hills  in  said  city,  and  the 
removal  of  the  existing  elevated  structures,"  pro- 
vided that  said  legislation  contains  a 'referendum 
to  the  Mayor  and  City  Council. 

Resolved,  That  the  City  Council  of  the  City  of 
Boston  hereby  favors  the  enactment  of  legislation 
entitled,  "An  Act  requiring  a  unanimous  vote  of 
the  School  Committee  of  the  City  of  Boston  to  pass 
appropriations  over  the  veto  of  the  mayor,"  pro- 
vided that  said  legislation  contains  a  referendum 
to  the  Mayor  and  City  Council. 

Resolved,  That  the  City  Council  of  the  City  of 
Boston  hereby  favors  the  enactment  of  legislation 
entitled,  "An  Act  authorizing,  for  the  relief  of 
traffic,    the    construction    of    viaducts    over    the 


Charles  river  and  over  or  under  the  South  bay  and 
providing  for  a  suitable  connection  between  said 
viaducts,"  provided  that  said  legislation  contains 
a  referendum  to  the  Mayor  and  City  Council. 

Resolved,  That  the  City  Council  of  the  City  of 
Boston  hereby  favors  the  enactment  of  legislation 
entitled,  "An  Act  relative  to  the  limitations  upon 
the  power  of  the  City  of  Boston  to  incur  debt 
within  the  statutory  limit  of  indebtedness,  the 
purposes  for  which  said  city  may  incur  debts,  and 
the  periods  within  which  such  debts  shall  be  pay- 
able," provided  that  said  legislation  contains  a 
referendum  to  the  Mayor  and  City  Council. 

Resolved,  That  the  City  Council  of  the  City  of 
Boston  hereby  favors  the  enactment  of  legislation 
entitled,  "An  Act  relating  to  expenditures  for  pub- 
lic band  concerts,  or  for  music  furnished  for  public 
celebrations,"  provided  that  said  legislation  con- 
tains a  referendum  to  the  Mayor  and  City  Council 

Resolved,  That  the  City  Council  of  the  City  of 
Boston  hereby  favors  the  enactment  of  legislation 
entitled,  "An  Act  establishing  the  Suffolk  County 
Council  and  providing  for  an  equitable  apportion- 
ment of  the  expenses  of  Suffolk  County,"  pro- 
vided that  said  legislation  contains  a  referendum 
to  the  Mayor  and  City  Council. 

Resolved,  That  the  City  Council  of  the  City  of 
Boston  hereby  favors  the  enactment  of  legislation 
entitled,  "Extending  the  emergency  allotment 
plan  of  the  City  of  Boston,"  provided  that  said 
legislation  contains  a  referendum  to  the  Mayor 
and  City  Council. 

Resolved,  That  the  City  Council  of  the  City  of 
Boston  hereby  favors  the  enactment  of  legislation 
entitled,  "An  Act  authorizing,  for  the  relief  of 
traffic,  the  construction  of  garage  facilities  under 
the  Common  and  Public  Garden  in  the  City  of 
Boston,"  provided  that  said  legislation  contains  a 
referendum  to  the  Mayor  and  City  Council. 

Referred  to  the  Committee  on  Legislative 
Matters. 


RECORDING    AND    COPYING    VETERANS' 
DISCHARGE   CERTIFICATES. 
The  following  was  received: 

City  of  Boston, 
Office  of  the  Mayor,  January  26,  1946. 
To  the  City  Council. 

Gentlemen, —  I  am  in  receipt  of  the  attached 
communication  from  the  City  Clerk,  in  which  he 
requests  the  prompt  passage  of  an  order  for  a 
special  appropriation  of  $15,000  to  cover  the  cost 
of  recording  and  copying  veterans'  discharge 
certificates. 

Because  of  the  fact  that  the  budget  for  the  cur- 
rent year  may  not  be  passed  for  several  weeks, 
I  am  of  the  opinion  that  this  request  of  the  City 
Clerk  should  be  acted  upon.  As  pointed  out  in 
the  accompanying  communication,  the  City 
Clerk  Department  •will  be  unable  to  meet  its  obli- 
gations unless  this  appropriation  is  granted  prior 
to  the  passage  of  the  budget. 

I  recommend  immediate  passage  of  the  attached 
order. 

Respectfully, 
James  M.  Curley,  Mayor. 

City  of  Boston, 
City  Clerk's  Office,  January  26,  1946. 
Hon.  James  M.  Curley, 

Mayor  of  Boston. 

Dear  Sir,—  In  the  budget  estimates  of  the  City 
Clerk  Department  a  special  appropriation  of 
$15,000  has  been  requested.  This  appropriation 
is  to  meet  the  expenses  incidental  to  the  recording 
and  copying  of  veterans'  discharge  certificates,  as 
required  by  law. 

In  view  of  the  fact  that  this  appropriation  did 
not  appear  in  the  1945  budget,  all  expenditures 
from  now  until  the  passage  of  the  budget  must  be 
charged  to  the  regular  appropriation  of  the  City 
Clerk  Department.  This  latter  appropriation, 
prior  to  the  passage  of  the  budget,  cannot  with- 
stand these  additional  charges  which,  under  exist- 
ing law,  are  limited  to  the  average  monthly  expend- 
iture of  the  last  three  months  of  the  preceding 
fiscal  year. 

Therefore,  to  avoid  a  condition  which  may  re- 
sult in  the  inability  of  the  City  Clerk  Department 
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n>  iiuvi  its  ordinary  obligations,  1  suggest  thai  an 
order  be  prepared  and  transmitted  bo  the  City 
Council  for  the  immediate  passage  of  the  Bjpeoial 
appropriation  of  (15,000  foi  the  City  Clerk  De- 
partment,     incidentally,    this    appropriation    is 

expected  to  adequately  meet  I  lio  cost  of  recording 
and  copying  a  major  portion  of  the  92,000  dis- 
charge certificates  of  Boston  veterans. 

Respect  fully, 

.).   B.  Hynbs,  City  Clerk. 

Ordered,  That  the  sum  of  fifteen  thousand  dol- 
lars be,  and  hereby  is,  appropriated,  to  be  expended 
by  the  City  Clerk  as  hereinafter  specified,  said  sum 
to  be  raised  by  taxes  on  the  polls  and  estates  in 
the  City  of  Boston  and  that  all  orders  hereafter 
passed  by  the  City  Council  relating  to  appropri- 
ations, taxes  and  the  interest  thereon  apply  to  the 
appropriations  and  taxes  herein  provided  for. 
Recording  and  Binding  of  Veterans'  Discharges' 
etc $15,000 

Referred  to  Executive  Committee. 


PETITIONS   REFERRED. 

The  following  petitions  were  received  and  re- 
ferred to  the  committees  named,  viz.: 

Claims. 

Henry  I.  Aronson,  for  compensation  for  damage 
to  property  at  116  Merrimac  street,  caused  by 
defeotive  service  pipe. 

Albert  Counter,  for  compensation  for  damage  to 
car  by  fire  apparatus. 

Charles  Counter,  for  compensation  for  damage 
to  car  and  injuries  caused  by  fire  apparatus. 

Gladys  E.  Dineen,  for  compensation  for  damage 
to  car  caused  by  an  alleged  defect  in  Dudley  street, 
Roxbury. 

Richard  L.  Doyle,  for  compensation  for  damage 
to  car  by  city  truck. 

Lina  H.  Gaunt,  to  be  reimbursed  for  costs  in- 
curred during  real  estate  transaction. 

Hall  Tug  and  Barge  Corporation,  to  be  paid  for 
detention  of  tugs  due  to  breakdown  of  Summer 
Street  Bridge. 

Bertram  W.  Kohl,  for  compensation  for  damage 
to  car  caused  by  an  alleged  defect  in  Columbus 
avenue. 

Ernest  W.  MacDonald,  to  be  reimbursed  as 
result  of  accident  which  occurred  while  in  perform- 
ance of  duty. 

Norma  MacKay,  for  compensation  for  injuries 
caused  by  fire  apparatus. 

John  F.  Murray,  for  compensation  for  damage 
to  car  caused  by  an  alleged  defect  in  Broadway 
Extension. 

Frank  P.  Sheehan,  for  compensation  for  damage 
to  car  by  city  truck. 

Six  Little  Tailors  Company,  for  compensation 
for  damage  to  property  at  204,  Washington  street, 
caused  by  bursting  of  water  main. 

Irwin  Wantman,  for  compensation  for  injuries 
caused  by  an  alleged  defect  at  81  MeLellan  street. 

Tillie  Woloshen,  for  compensation  for  injuries 
caused  by  an  alleged  defect  in  Motte  street. 

Ruth  C.  McLaughlin,  for  compensation  for  dam- 
age to  car  caused  by  fire  apparatus. 

Executive. 
Petition  of  Mary  H.  Sewell,  to  be  paid  annuity 
on    account    of    death    of    husband,    Frederic    G. 
Sewell,  late  member  of  Police  Department. 


ESTABLISHMENT   OF   ASSESSMENT 
DISTRICT    NO.  49. 
The  following  was  received: 

City  of  Boston, 
Assessing  Department,  January  28,  1946. 
Mr.  John  B.  Hynes, 
City  Clerk. 
Dear    Sir, —  General    Laws,    chapter    59,    sec- 
tion .'}8,  provides  that: 

"The  assessors  of  each  city  and  town  shall 
at  the  time  appointed  therefor  make  a  fair  cash 
valuation  of  all  the  estate,  real  and  personal, 
subject  to  taxation  therein,  and,  in  cities,  the 
assessors  may,  in  any  year,  divide  the  city  into 
convenient  assessment  districts." 

Under  tho  provisions  of  this  law  the  Board 
of  Assessors,  at  a  meeting  held  on  January  25, 


19 16,  voted  to  establish  in  the  City  of  Boston  as  of 
January   I,  1946,  another  assessment  district,  to 

be  known  as  District  No.  19,  being  part  of  Ward  22 
as  more  fully  described  below: 

"District  No.  49:  That  part  of  Ward  22 
(Brighton  North)  extending  from  the  junction  of 
South  and  Commonwealth  avenue  through  the 
hitter  to  the  boundary  line  of  Boston  and  Newton 
and  along  the  same  line  to  its  junction  with  the 
boundary  line  of  Boston  and  Watertown  in  the 
Charles  river;  thence  along  the  latter  to  its  junc- 
tion with  'Western  avenue;  thence  through  the 
latter,  Leo  M.  Birmingham  Parkway,  Market, 
Surrey,  Leicester,  Washington  streets;  Nantasket 
avenue,  Union  street,  Chestnut  Hill,  Academy  Hill, 
William  Jackson,  Chestnut  Hill  avenue  and  South 
street  to  the  beginning." 

In  the  current  record  of  the  numbers  of  assess- 
ment  districts   within    the   City   of  -Boston,    the 
district   now   numbered   48  —  all    of   Ward   22  — 
•  will  become  District  No.  48,  part  of  Ward  22, 
described  as  follows: 

"District  No.  48:  That  part  of  Ward  22 
(Brighton  South)  extending  from  the  junction  of 
Washington  and  Leicester  streets  through  the 
latter,  Surrey,  Market  streets,  Leo  M.  Birmingham 
Parkway  and  Western  avenue  to  its  junction  with 
the  boundary  between  Boston  and  Watertown 
in  the  Charles  river  and  along  the  latter  and  the 
boundary  line  between  Boston  and  Cambridge 
to  its  junction  with  the  middle  line  of  Smelt 
brook  extended;  thence  along  the  latter  and  the 
middle  line  of  Smelt  brook  to  its  junction  with  the 
location  of  Boston  &  Albany  Railroad;  thence 
through  same  location  to  its  junction  with  Cam- 
bridge street;  thenoe  through  the  latter,  North 
Beacon,  Dustin,  Cambridge  and  Washington 
street,  to  the  beginning." 

The   new   district,    No,   49,   will   take   part   of 
Ward  22  as  previously  described. 
Very  truly  yours, 

Board  of  Assessors, 
bY  John  P.  Doherty,  Secretary. 

Placed  on  file. 


NOTICE  OF  HEARING  BEFORE  DEPART- 
MENT  OF   PUBLIC   UTILITIES. 

Notice  was  received  from  the  Department  of 
Public  Utilities  of  hearing  to  be  held  February  4, 
1946,  at  11.30  a.  m.,  on  petition  of  Boston  Elevated 
Railway  Company  for  operation  of  trackless 
trolleys  over  certain  public  ways  in  City  of  Boston. 

Placed  on  file. 


ABSENCE   OF   MAYOR   FROM    CITY. 

Notices  were  received  from  the  Mayor  of  his 
absence  from  the  city  on  January  10  and  11, 
January  15,  16,  17  and  18,  and  January  22  and  23. 

Severally  placed  on  file. 


NOTICE  OF  INTEREST  IN  CONTRACT. 

Notice  was  received  from  Mary  W.  Cauley, 
Director,  Household  Science  and  Arts,  of  interest 
in  book,  "The  Science  and  Art  of  Homemaking," 
authorized  by  School  Committee  as  text  book. 

Placed  on  file. 


DESIGNATION     OF     ACTING     ASSISTANT 
CITY   COLLECTOR. 

Notice  was  received  from  City  Collector 
Donovan  of  designation  of  Joseph  F.  Fitzgerald, 
Deputy  Collector  and  Cashier,  as  Acting  As- 
sistant City  Collector,  to  serve  during  his  absence 
and  absence  of  Assistant  City  Collector. 

Placed  on  file. 


RESIGNATION   OF   ANDREW   J.    DAZZI. 

Notice  of  resignation  of  Andrew  J.  Dazzi  as 
chairman  of  the  Commission  of  School  Buildings, 
together  with  acceptance  by  the  Mayor,  was 
received. 

Placed  on  file. 
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RESIGNATION    OF    ROBERT    P.    CURLEY. 

Notice  of  resignation  of  Robert  P.  Curley  as 
Commissioner  of  Public  Works,  together  with  ac- 
ceptance by  the  Mayor,  was  received. 

Placed  on  file. 


RESIGNATION  OF   JOHN   H.    CARROLL. 

Notice  of  resignation  of  John  H.  Carroll  as 
Deputy  Penal  Institutions  Commissioner,  to- 
gether with  acceptance  by  the  Mayor,  was  received. 

Placed  on  file. 


APPOINTMENTS   BY   THE   MAYOR. 

Notices  were  received  from  the  Mayor  of  the 
following  appointments: 

Rupert  S.  Carven,  46  Baldwin  street,  Charles- 
town,  Budget  Commissioner,  vice  Herman  L. 
Bush,  resigned. 

Robert  P.  Curley,  11  Robeson  street,  Jamaica 
Plain,  Commissioner  of  Public  Works,  for  term 
ending  April  30,  1950,  vice  Robert  P.  Curley, 
resigned. 

John  F.  Nevins,  21  Bowdoin  street,  Dorchester, 
Deputy  Penal  Institutions  Commissioner,  vice 
John  fl.  Carroll,  resigned. 

Arthur  M.  Tobin,  15  Ashfield  street,  Roslindale, 
member  of  Board  of  Commissioners  of  School 
Buildings,  for  term  ending  December  1,  1947,  vice 
Andrew  J.  Dazzi,  resigned. 

Severally  placed  on  file. 


REPORT   OF   COMMITTEE   ON 
ORDINANCES. 

Coun.  COOK,  for  the  Committee  on  Ordinances, 
submitted  the  following: 

Report  on  message  of  Mayor  and  ordinance 
(referred  January  21)  concerning  establishment  of 
a  Veterans'  Rehabilitation  Division  in  the  Soldiers' 
Relief  Department — recommending  that  the 
ordinance  ought  to  pass. 

The  report  was  accepted,  and  the  question  came 
on  the  passage  of  the  ordinance. 

Coun.  LINEHAN— Mr.  President,  I  am  just 
serving  notice  before  I  vote  on  this  situation  that 
I  will  file  an  amendment  to  the  ordinance  before 
the  day  is  out  whereby  the  employees  in  this  new 
division  of  this  department  will  come  from  the 
civil  service  lists,  in  the  hope  that  all  veterans  will 
get  the  jobs. 

Passed  under  suspension  of  the  rule. 


MEETING    OF    COMMITTEE    ON    RULES. 

Coun.  LANE — We  had  a  meeting  last  week  of 
the  Rules  Committee  and  made  considerable 
progress.  We  will  have  another  meeting,  after 
which  time  a  full  report  will  be  made  a  week  from 
today. 


BIDS   FOR    ERECTION   OF   SAVIN   HILL 
BATH   HOUSE. 

Coun.  HANNON  offered  the  following: 

Ordered,  That  his  Honor  the  Mayor  direct  the 
Park  Commissioner  to  call  for  bids  for  the  erection 
of  the  bath  house  at  Savin  Hill  Beach,  so  that  this 
structure  may  be  available  for  use  this  summer. 

Coun.  HANNON — Mr.  President,  for  many 
years  we  have  been  trying  to  obtain  the  erection 
of  a  bath  house  at  Savin  Hill  Beach.  Last  year 
money  was  obtained  for  this  purpose.  The  money 
is  lying  there  idle.  Plans  have  been  drawn.  For 
some  reason  or  other  no  further  progress  has  been 
made  towards  the  construction  of  this  bath  house. 
Now,  I  think  it  is  about  time  something  was  done. 
Plans  have  been  drawn,  money  is  available,  so  I 
would  like  to  make  this  as  strong  as  possible,  and 
ask  the  Mayor  to  direct  the  Park  Commissioner 
to  go  ahead  and  construct  this  bath  house.  We 
want  it  this  summer,  because  we  need  it. 

The  order  was  passed  under  suspension  of  the 
rule. 


COVERING    OF   ELEVATED    THIRD    RAIL. 

Coun.  HANNON  and  KELLY  offered  the 
following: 

Ordered,  That  his  Honor  the  Mayor  confer  with 
the    trustees    of    the    Boston    Elevated    Railway 


Company  to  consider  the  practicability  of  covering 
the  so-called  "third  rail"  throughtout  the  entire 
Elevated  System. 

Coun.  HANNON — Mr.  President,  every  so 
often  we  are  amazed  and  dumbfounded  to  read  in 
the  paper  that  some  youngster  has  met  death 
because  of  the  fact  he  has  tried  to  take  a  short  cut 
over  exposed  rails  of  the  Boston  Elevated  Railway. 
I  know  that  they  put  fences  up  along  the  lines  of 
this  reservation,  and  that  fence  is  supposed  to 
exclude  youngsters.  Kids  today  are  no  different 
than  we  were,  and  if  it  is  a  question  of  walking  a 
quarter  of  a  mile  farther  or  climbing  a  fence,  a  kid, 
if  he  is  a  natural  boy,  will  climb  the  fence.  Two 
or  three  times  in  the  last  four  or  five  years  young- 
sters have  been  electrocuted  because  of  the  fact 
that  this  third  rail  is  exposed.  And  I,  for  the  life 
of  me,  can't  see  any  reason  why  this  third  rail 
cannot  be  covered.  It  is  really  inviting  disaster 
and  trouble  to  have  it  exposed  there.  While  we 
know  you  are  not  supposed  to  trespass  along  the 
rails,  you  will  trespass  no  matter  what  is  done, 
and  I  think  ten  or  fifteen  years  ago,  as  I  recall, 
that  third  rail  used  to  be  covered.  All  the  third 
rail  is  'ised  for  is  to  make  contact  with  a  copper 
plate  on  the  bottom  of  the  train.  Now,  that 
copper  plate  can  be  very  well  arranged  so  as  to 
avoid  trouble.  I  think,  if  I  am  not  mistaken, 
that  years  ago  there  used  to  be  a  wooden  covering 
over  the  top  of  this  third  rail,  and  you  couldn't 
put  your  foot  in  there,  you  couldn't  step  on  it. 
And  I  don't  know  why  this  could  not  be  done  now. 
It  is  done  in  other  cities,  and  I  think  we  here  in 
Boston  should  protect  the  lives  of  our  youngsters. 
I  ask  the  Boston  Elevated  Railway  to  cover  this 
third  rail. 

Coun.  CAREY — I  don't  know  whether  Councilor 
Hannon  asks  suspension  of  the  rule,  but  I  think 
that  this  should  go  to  the  Committee  on  Public 
Safety  for  action  to  be  taken.  Quite  often  the 
eyes  of  other  public  bodies  are  opened  to  see  if 
something  might  be  accomplished  or  done  to 
prevent  similar  _  occurrences  in  a  matter  such  as 
this  here.  I  think  if  the  Council  accepts  suspen- 
sion of  the  rules,  it  could  die  right  there.  And, 
with  the  councilor's  permission,  I  would  like  to 
move  that  it  go  to  the  Committee  on  Public  Safety, 
and  bring  in  the  Boston  Elevated  officials,  or  any- 
one else,  to  see  if  future  deaths  might  be  eliminated. 
These  kids  go  along  these  Elevated  tracks  all  the 
time.  The  wonder  is  sometimes  there  is  not  a  lot 
more  electrocutions.  But  if  the  Boston  City 
Council  can  do  anything  to  put  a  stop  to  it,  it 
would  be  a  very  good  thing  to  do.  I  therefore 
recommend  that  this  go  to  the  Committee  on 
Public  Safety. 

President  KELLY — This  order  has  already  been 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  Public  Safety, 
together  with  another  which  I  have  offered. 

Coun.  KINSELLA — As  chairman  of  the  Com- 
mittee on  Public  Safety,  I  would  like  to  announce 
that  we  will  hold  a  hearing  on  this  matter  on 
Thursday  morning  at  10.30  a.  m. 

The  order  stood  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
Public  Safety. 


COURT    ACTION    AGAINST    PARENTS    OF 
TRUANT    CHILDREN. 

Coun.  HANNON  offered  the  following: 
Ordered,  That  his  Honor  the  Mayor  be  re- 
quested to  urge  the  Boston  School  Committee  to 
discontinue  the  present  practice  of  their  truant 
officers  taking  court  action  against  the  parents  of 
truant  children,  until  affidavit  is  filed  that  per- 
sonal contact  and  service  has  been  made  on  the 
parent,  or  parents,  of  the  truant  child. 

Coun.  HANNON — Mr.  President,  very  often, 
because  of  the  fact  that  you  hold  a  public  posi- 
tion, you  are  faced  with  situations  that  really 
can  cry  to  you  for  revenge.  And  last  Saturday 
I  had  such  a  combination  of  circumstances  thrust 
into  my  face.  Now,  I  am  a  lawyer.  I  go  into 
the  courts  quite  often.  I  receive  many  cour- 
tesies from  the  presiding  justices,  and  am  always 
treated  with  special  consideration  by  the  police. 
But  I  think  Saturday  something  occurred  in  Rox- 
bury  that  should  make  us  all  feel  ashamed,  and 
something  which  each  and  everyone  of  us  should 
take  care  to  see  does  not  happen  again.  A  lady  in 
that  district,  a  widow  lady,  a  lady  who  had  brought 
up  eight  children,  a  lady  who  is  out  working 
every  day  trying  to  support  her  fatherless  brood, 
was  awakened  at  about  six  o'clock  in  the  morn- 
ing by  a  loud  knock  on  the  door.  And  when  her 
eldest    boy    answered    it,    he    was    informed    that 
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tlio  police  wiT!-  there  with  a  warrant  for  her  arrest. 
Well,  those  of  us  who  have  been  blessed  with 
good  mothers  ran  understand  full  well  how  thai 
son  felt.     Hut  none  of  us  ran  appreciate  the  feeling 

tliat  must  have  come  over  that  mother  when  she, 
a  widow  lady,  who  hail  brought  up  and  raised  her 
family,  and  was  out  working  every  day  to  support 
them,  found  herself  the  object  of  a  search  of  a 
policeman.  As  the  son  said,  only  for  the  fact  that 
the  cops  were  courteous  and  kind,  he  would  have 
tried  to  throw  them  out.  But  they  were  nice 
enough  about  it.  In  fact,  they  sympathized 
with  him  and  with  his  mother.  When  inquiry 
was  made  as  to  what  the  trouble  was,  they  were 
astounded  to  learn  that  some  truant  officer  of  the 
Boston  school  system  had  sworn  out  a  warrant 
for  that  mother's  arrest  because  a  thirteen-year-old 
boy  was  playing  truant.  Come  to  find  out,  every 
day  when  that  mother  went  to  work  she  gave  that 
youngster  money  for  his  lunch.  He  would  go  in 
the  morning,  and  probably  go  to  the  movies  in  the 
afternoon.  But  the  part  that  gripes  me  is  this, 
that  lady  was  placed  under  arrest.  She  was 
brought  to  Station  9  in  Roxbury.  She  was  then 
taken  to  the  Tombs  downtown.  Here  she  was 
thrown  in  with  a  bunch  of  harlots,  with  a  bunch 
of  drunks,  with  a  bunch  of  bums.  Later  on  she 
was  transported  to  Roxbury  Court,  and  those 
of  us  who  use  that  court  wondered  at  the  indignity 
foisted  upon  women  who  have  to  go  in  there  and 
sit  in  the  public  enclosure  with  a  bar  around  them, 
where  everybody  who  enters  and  leaves  that 
court  can  look  at  them.  And  that  lady,  as  fine  a 
mother  as  lives,  was  exposed  to  all  that  indignity 
and  all  that  unnecessary  attack.  Why,  I  think 
it  is  rotten.  Well,  of  course,  the  judge  tried  to 
straighten  it  out  by  continuing  the  case  without 
any  finding,  yet  the  fact  of  the  matter  is  that  this 
truant  officer  said  he  could  never  get  the  mother 
because  the  mother  was  working,  and  because  he 
couldn't  get  the  mother  he  goes  down  and  gets 
the  police.  Well,  I  think  the  School  Committee 
ought  to  turn  around  and  get  him.  And  what 
should  be  done,  but  probably  can't  be  done,  is 
that  they  ought  to  heap  the  same  indignities 
upon  his  mother  as  he  heaped  upon  the  mother 
of  that  boy.  But  I  think  anything  like  that  in  a 
big  city  like  this  calls  to  heaven  for  shame.  The 
idea  of  putting  a  lady,  a  grown  mother,  a  mother 
of  eight  children,  a  widow  lady,  supporting  a 
family,  in  that  position.  Because  the  kid  played 
truant  from  school  they  take  the  lady  and  put  her 
in  there,  down  in  the  Tombs,  up  in  Roxbury  Court, 
mingling  in  with  drunks  and  harlots.  If  some- 
thing can't  be  done  to  stop  that  practice,  then 
each  and  every  one  of  us  should  resign  from  office. 
They  tell  me  that  the  truant  officer  said  that  he 
rang  the  bell  a  few  times,  but  the  bell  didn't, 
ring.  When  asked  if  he  went  upstairs,  he  said, 
"No;  that  is  not  my  job."  I  think  he  is  a  little 
tin  god — he  probably  never  played  truant  him- 
self. But,  regardless  of  what  transpired  or  what 
took  place,  I  think  the  School  Committee  in  the 
City  of  Boston  owes  an  apology  to  this  respectable 
citizen,  this  honest,  God-fearing  mother,  who  was 
locked  up  because  of  some  silly  action  of  a  silly 
employee  of  the  Boston  School  Department. 

The  order  was  passed  under  suspension  of  the 
rule. 


REPORT  OF  COMMITTEE  ON  PUBLIC 
HOUSING. 

Coun.  KINSELLA,  for  the  Committee  on  Public 
Housing,  submitted  the  following: 

Report  on  appointment  by  the  Mayor  of  John 
J.  Coleman  (referred  January  21)  to  be  member  of 
Boston  Housing  Authority,  for  term  ending  Jan- 
uary 8,  1951 — that  said  appointment  be  confirmed. 

The  report  was  accepted  and  the  Council  voted 
to  confirm  the  appointment  of  John  J.  Coleman, 
yeas  15,  nays  0: 

Yeas — Coun.  Bryan,  Cantwell,  Carey,  Cook, 
Fish,  Hannon,  Keenan,  Kelly,  Kinsella,  Lane, 
Madden,  McCormack,  Moriarty,  Russo,  Sul- 
livan— 15. 

Nays— 0. 


ELECTRIC    LIGHTS    AT    FALLON    FIELD. 

Coun.  BRYAN  offered  the  following: 
Ordered,     That     the     Park     Commissioner     be 
directed,  through  his  Honor  the  Mayor,  to  arrange 
fur  the  installation  of  electric  lights  at  Fallon  Field. 
Passed  under  suspension  of  the  rule. 


RETIREMENT  OF  ELECTED  OFFICERS  IN 
SUFFOLK   COUNTY. 

Coun.  LANE  offered  the  following: 

Resolved,  That  the  City  Council  of  Boston 
hereby  favors  the  enactment  of  legislation  entitled 
"  An  Act  Relative  to  the  Retirement  of  Elected 
Officers  in  Suffolk  County,"  provided  such  legis- 
lation includes  a  referendum  to  the  Mayor  and 
City  Council. 

Coun.  LANE — Mr.  President  and  fellow  coun- 
cilors, the  bill  as  introduced  in  the  Great  and  Gen- 
eral Court  of  our  Commonwealth  in  this  connec- 
tion reads  as  follows:  "Any  person  who  holds  an 
office  in  the  service  of  Suffolk  County  to  which  he 
is  elected  by  direct  vote  of  the  people  may  be 
retired  with  the  approval  of  the  Mayor  of  Boston, 
provided  he  has  rendered  service  to  such  county 
for  not  less  than  twenty-five  years,  either  as  an 
elected  officer  or  in  another  position  in  said  county 
in  which  he  performed  full  time  service,  and  fur- 
ther providing  he  has  attained  the  age  of  sixty-five 
years.  When  so  retired  he  shall  receive  a  pension 
of  half  pay. 

Section  2.  This  act  shall  take  effect  upon  its 
acceptance  by  the  Boston  City  Council  with  the 
approval  of  the  Mayor  within  one  year  from  its 
effective  date." 

The  order  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
Legislative  Matters. 


INCREASE   OF   ANNUITY    TO    WIDOW   OF 
CHARLES   E.    DEININGER. 

Coun.  LANE  offered  the  following: 

Resolved,  That  the  Boston  City  Council  hereby 
favors  the  enactment  of  legislation  entitled  "An 
Act  to  Increase  the  Amount  of  the  Annuity  Pay- 
able by  the  City  of  Boston  to  the  Widow  of  Charles 
E.  Deininger,"  provided'  such  legislation  includes 
a  referendum  to  the  Mayor  and  City  Council. 

Coun.  LANE — The  bill  as  introduced  in  the 
Great  and  General  Court  of  our  Commonwealth 
in  this  connection  reads  as  follows:  "Section  1. 
The  amount  of  the  annuity  payable  by  the  city  of 
Boston  under  chapter  126  of  the  Special  Acts  of 
1919  to  Grace  Leng  Deininger,  widow  of  Charles 
E.  Deininger;  late  a  member  of  the  Boston  Police 
Department  in  said  city,  is  hereby  increased  to 
$1,0C0  a  year,  payable  monthly  in  equal  instal- 
ments." Mr.  President,  and  fellow  councilors, 
from  time  to  time  we  are  shocked  by  reading  glar- 
ing head  lines  in  our  daily  press  about  the  un- 
timely death  of  a  police  officer,  an  officer  being 
shot  by  bandit  fire  while  in  the  performance  of  his 
duty.  We,  who  are  within  the  range  of  the  half 
century  mark,  clearly  recall  a  case  back  in  Febru- 
ary of  1919  when  two  of  the  most  notorious  bandits 
ever  in  the  annals  of  the  Commonwealth  of  Massa- 
chusetts, Herman  Barney  and  Chick  Dillon, 
ranged  their  gun  fire  on  various  people,  until  one 
day  the  police  of  Boston  in  a  station  in  the  North 
End  studied  out  and  stated  an  hour  when  they 
would  appear  in  Chelsea.  Charles  E.  Deininger, 
a  respected  member  of  the  Police  Department,  was 
detailed  by  his  commanding  officer  to  go  to  Chel- 
sea, outside  the  boundaries  of  our  city,  and  at- 
tempt to  effect  the  arrest  of  these  criminals.  He 
went  there  and  secreted  himself  and  when  they 
arrived  at  a  time  he  thought  opportune  he  made 
his  appearance,  and  before  he  could  pull  his  gun 
he  was  shot.  Mrs.  Deininger  was  left  with  a 
daughter  eleven  years  old,  and  has  since  been 
drawing  an  annuity  by  an  act  passed  by  the 
Legislature  of  our  Commonwealth  a  few  years  ago. 
The  Boston  City  Council  then  approved  an  in- 
crease to  all  widows  thereafter  to  a  sum  of  $1,000. 
Mrs.  Deininger  still  receives  the  $900,  and  I  re- 
spectfully urge  suspension  of  the  rule  to  allow 
immediate  passage  so  that  she,  too,  can  receive 
the  sum  of  $100  additional  in  monthly  instalments 
so  that  she  likewise  can  receive  the  $1,000. 

President  KELLY — I  am  going  to  refer  this  to 
the  Committee  on  Legislative  Matters,  and  ask 
the  chairman  of  that  committee  to  hold  a  hearing 
this  week  so  that  we  can  have  a  report  on  it. 

Coun.  HANNON — I  will  be  very  happy  to  do 
that,  but  I  was  wondering  why  Mrs.  Deininger 
did  not  receive  the  benefit  of  the  raise  that  was 
given  to  all  widows. 

President  KELLY — I  was  going  to  have  that 
brought  out  at  the  hearing.  The  Chair  will  say 
that  the  group  getting  $900  were  not  affected  by 
the  new  legislation,  the  City  Clerk  informs  me. 
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Coun.  KINSELLA — I  would  like  to  ask  the 
clerk  a  point  of  information,  through  you. 

President  KELLY — Councilor  Kinsella. 

Coun.  KINSELLA— Is  it  true,  Mr.  President, 
—  especially  directing  this  to  the  clerk  —  isn't  it 
true  that  the  group  getting  $600  is  increased  $400? 

President  KELLY-^That  is  true. 

Coun.  KINSELLA— But  the  group  getting  $900 
was  not  increased  $100,  to  $1,000? 

President  KELLY — That  is  true,  councilor. 

Coun.  KINSELLA — A  further  point  of  informa- 
tion, Mr.  President. 

President  KELLY — Councilor  Kinsella. 

Coun.  KINSELLA— Will  the  clerk  inform  zhe 
Chair  if  this  is  under  the  provision  of  rule  7B  of 
the  Legislature? 

President  KELLY — That  is  true,  councilor. 

Coun.  BRYAN— Mr.  President,  I  have  a 
widow  of  the  former  police  officer  Reiser,  who  lives 
on  Bertson  avenue,  West  Roxbury.  And  I  know 
of  two  other  cases  throughout  the  city  now  re- 
ceiving the  $900  benefit.  I,  too,  would  like  to 
have  that  included  so  that  they  may  receive  that 
increase. 

President  KELLY — Councilor,  this  order  can 
be  amended  by  the  Committee  on  Legislative 
Affairs. 

Coun.  FISH — Mr.  President,  I  just  rise  for  the 
purpose  of  saying  that  whoever  has  these  records, 
whether  it  be  the  clerk  or  some  one  else,  if  he 
delves  into  those  records,  he  might  see  if  any 
other  cases  are  getting  $900  and  submit  them  to' 
the  committee.  And  I  would  like  to  amend  the 
order  now.  I  would  like  to  amend  that  order, 
with  Councilor  Lane's  permission,  that  all  those 
receiving  under  $1,000  should  be  increased  to  the 
$1,000  pension. 

President  KELLY — Councilor  Fish  and  Coun- 
cilor Bryan  wish  to  amend  the  order  so  that  those 
receiving  under  $1,000  be  included  in  the  order. 
Why  don't  you  have  a  new  resolution  drawn  up, 
because  this  resolution  is  a  single  act  affecting  the 
widow  of  Charles  E.  Deininger?  And  I  suggest 
a  new  resolution  be  drawn  up  including  the  others 
that  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Legislative 
Matters.  Councilor  Hannon,  you  will  have  a 
meeting  some  time  this  week  at  your  convenience? 

Coun.  HANNON — Mr.  President,  just  a  point 
of  information.  It  is  perfectly  agreeable  to  hold  a 
meeting,  but  if  we  are  to  put  in  the  order,  which  I 
think  we  should  do,  which  would  raise  the  annui- 
ties to  all  receiving  under  $1,000,  I  don't  think 
there  would  be  any  need  of  holding  any  hearing. 
I  think  we  ought  to  pass  the  order  and  take  direct 
action.  I  don't  think  we  ought  to  favor  one  over 
others.     Let  us  do  it  by  direct  action. 

Coun.  CAREY — I  heartily  agree  with  the  coun- 
cilor from  Ward  13  (Coun.  Hannon).  I  think  this 
is  a  little  different  matter  than  we  had  the  other 
day.  On  this  matter  we  should  lose  no  time,  now 
that  the  matter  has  been  drawn  to  our  attention. 
Let  us  give  the  widow  of  Deininger  and  every 
other  widow  the  benefit  of  this. 

Coun.  RUSSO — A  point  of  information,  Mr. 
President. 

President  KELLY — State  your  point  of  inform- 
ation. 

Coun.  RUSSO — I  am  wondering  whether  or  not 
this  needs  an  act  of  the  Legislature. 

President  KELLY — I  am  informed  by  the  clerk 
it  does  need  legislation,  and  that  is  why  I  referred 
it  to  the  Committee  on  Legislative  Matters. 

Coun.  RUSSO— Then  I  think,  Mr.  President, 
it  would  be  very  wise  to  take  your  suggestion  that 
a  new  resolution  be  drawn  up  asking  the  Corpora- 
tion Counsel  to  present  legislation  to  the  Legis- 
lature so  that  all  these  widows  may  be  increased, 
and  not  single  out  any  one,  in  part. 

Coun.  KINSELLA — Mr.  President,  a  point  of 
information. 

President  KELLY — State  your  poin,t  of  infor- 
mation. 

Coun.  KINSELLA — I  was  going  to  ask  if  the 
rights  of  minor  children  eighteen  years  of  age  and 
under  are  included  in  the  old  annuity  under  which 
they  get  $900.     Is  a  provision  made  for  children? 

President  KELLY — I  am  informed  it  is. 

Coun.  KINSELLA — And  if  it  is  increased  from 
$900,  would  the  annuity  with  children  still  under 
eighteen  years  of  age  still  be  in  effect? 

President  KELLY — Apparently  it  would. 
'  Coun.    KINSELLA — A    further    point    of    in- 
formation,   Mr.   President.      I   would   like  to   ask 
Councilor  Lane  a  question,  through  the  Chair. 

President  KELLY — Councilor  Lane  Councilor 
Kinsella. 


Coun.  KINSELLA— This  is  intended  to  be  help- 
ful, Mr.  President.  Councilor  Lane,  is  there  a  bill 
now  filed  with  the  Clerk  of  the  Massachusetts 
Legislature  for  this  purpose? 

Coun.  LANE — There  is,  councilor. 

Coun.  KINSELLA— Well,  any  new  bill,  Mr. 
President,  now  filed  would  probably  be  too  late 
for  filing,  and  the  committee  up  there  would  have 
a  right  to  amend  that  to  accept  inclusive  names. 
Is  that  right? 

President  KELLY — I  am  informed  there  has 
been  one  bill  filed  in  the  Legislature  to  take  care 
of  this  party,  councilor,  that  Councilor  Lane  intro- 
duced this  resolution  for. 

Coun.  KINSELLA— The  Committee  on  Pen- 
sions will  hear  this,  and  will  be  authorized  to  in- 
clude any  cases  brought  to  their  attention? 

President  KELLY — I  am  interested  when  the 
committee  hears  this  bill  that  they  will  open  up 
the  matter  to  all  those  receiving  under  $1,000  and 
make  them  inclusive  in  the  bill. 

Coun.  KINSELLA — I  don't  like  to  press  the 
point,  Mr.  President.  I  am  trying  to  point  out 
that  the  date  for  filing  has  gone  by,  and  as  the 
matter  stands  now,  Mrs.  Grace  Deininger's  time 
limit  has  gone  by.  But  we  can,  when  the  thing 
is  heard  by  the  Committee  on  Pensions,  offer  as 
authentic  cases  names  of  other  people,  and  they 
can  include  them  in  filing  the  draft  of  legislation. 

President  KELLY — The  point  is  well  taken, 
councilor. 

The  resolve  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
Legislative  Matters. 


INCREASED  ANNUITIES  TO  CERTAIN 
WIDOWS  OF  DECEASED   EMPLOYEES. 

Coun.  LANE,  BRYAN,  FISH,  KINSELLA^ 
CAREY,  COOK  and  HANNON  offered  the 
following: 

Ordered,  That  the  widows  of  all  deceased  em- 
ployees of  the  city  who  are  receiving  an  annuity 
under  $1,000  per  year  shall  hereafter  receive  an 
annuity  of  not  less  than  $1,000  per  year. 

President  KELLY — I  am  informed,  councilor, 
this  order  is  not  drawn  up  in  the  correct  form.  So 
I  am  going  to  refer  it  to  the  Committee  on  Legis- 
lative Matters  and  have  it  drawn  correctly. 

Coun.  HANNON — I  am  sure  that  the  chairman 
of  the  Committee  on  Legislative  Matters  will  make 
the  proper  correction. 

The  order  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
Legislative  Matters. 


COVERING  OF  ASH  AND  GARBAGE 
TRUCKS. 

Coun.  LINEHAN  offered  the  following: 
Ordered,  That  the  Health  Commissioner  be 
requested,  through  his  Honor  the  Mayor,  to  take 
immediate  steps  to  compel  owners  of  trucks  en- 
gaged in  the  removal  of  ashes,  rubbish  and  gar- 
bage to  cover  their  trucks  while  en  route  to  the 
Mile  Road  dump,  so  that  the  contents  will  not  be 
blown  all  over  the  streets,  especially  along  Old 
Colony  avenue,  near  Old  Harbor  Village,  South 
Boston. 

Passed  under  suspension  of  the  rule. 


CONTINUATION   OF  CHILD   CARE 
CENTERS. 

Coun.  LINEHAN,  SULLIVAN,  RUSSO,  KIN- 
SELLA, COFFEY,  COOK  and  KELLY  offered 
the  following: 

Ordered,  That  his  Honor  the  Mayor  be  requested 
to  consider  the  advisability  of  submitting  an  appro- 
priation order  to  the  City  Council  for  the  purpose 
of  continuing  in  operation  the  Child  Care  Centers 
in  various  sections  of  the  city,  which  otherwise 
will  be  obliged  to  close  when  Federal  aid  is  dis- 
continued on  or  about  March  first  next. 

Coun.  LINEHAN— Mr.  President,  I  would 
like  to  take  a  few  minutes  of  this  Body's  time  in 
regard  to  a  request  I  have  received  from  the 
executive  secretary  of  the  Committee  on  Care 
of  Child  Care  Centers,  Greater  Boston  Community 
Council; 

"Dear  Mr.  Linehan, —  Replying  to  your  ques- 
tions in  our  telephone  conversation  of  yesterday, 
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the  Child  Care  Centers  have  been  supported  by  the 
Federal  Government,  under  one  of  the  provisions 
of  the  lanham  Act.  which  was  in  general  aimed  :u 
increasing  war  production.  Instead  of  being 
given  as  grants-in-aid  through  the  states,  the 
labor  act  dealt  directly  with  communities,  The 
child  care  centers  wore  conducted  for  working 
mothers,  and  it  was  understood  thai  they  would 
be  closed  whenever  an  area  was  no  longer  urgent 
as  far  as  war  production  was  concerned.  Shortly 
after  V  .1  Day,  therefore,  the  Federal  Works 
Agency  decided  to  close  the  child  care  centers 
early  in  the  fall.  At  the  request  of  President 
Truman,  Congress  allowed  funds  for  them  until 
tin-  tiist  of  March,  with  the  needs  of  service  men's 
wives  and  families  particularly  in  view.  Hope 
was  expressed  that  communities  in  which  the 
centers  were  found  to  be  needed  would  be  able  to 
make  plans  during  that  interval  to  continue  them 
with  local  support.  The  child  care  centers  in 
Boston,  under  the  Lanham  Act,  replaced  nursery 
schools  that  had  been  conducted  in  the  same 
rooms  in  the  health  units.  Under  W.  P.  A., 
therefore,  the  neighborhoods  had  come  to  depend 
upon  them  during  a  period  of  twelve  years. 
The  rooms  in  the  health  units  ate  well  adapted  to 
the  purpose,  arrangements  having  been  made  for 
outdoor  play.  It  is  our  understanding  that 
Doctor  Wilinsky  and  the  Health  Department 
approve  of  continuing  to  use  the  rooms  for  this 
purpose,  and  that  this  can  be  done  without  addi- 
tional expense  to  the  units.  The  centers  are 
open  six  days  a  week,  from  8.30  a.  m.  to  5  p.  m. 
They  each  have  a  head  teacher  and  two  assistant 
teachers,  a  cook,  a  helper  in  connection  with 
serving  food,  and  a  helper  in  connection  with  the 
rest  of  the  program.  Because  of  the  long  hours 
the  teachers  divide  the  duties  so  that  those  who 
come  on  at  8.30  a.  m.  leave  before  the  end  of  the 
afternoon,  and  those  who  are  to  remain  until 
5  p.  m.,  or  after,  start  about  ten  in  the  morning. 
You  will  realize  that  the  supervision  of  such 
young  children  requires  a  good  deal  of  personal 
attention,  and  much  skill  is  necessary  to  handle 
them  in  a  group  without  allowing  them  to  become 
fatigued  or  overstimulated.  The  children  take  a 
long  nap  after  lunch.  Part  of  the  training  at 
this  age  has  to  do  with  proper  habits  of  eating 
and  resting.  It  may  not  have  come  to  your  at- 
tention that  during  the  last  twenty-five  years  a 
program  of  education  has  been  developed  for 
children  two  to  four  years  old  that  has  become 
as  well  standardized  as  the  kindergarten  cur- 
riculum. It  is  suited  to  younger  children,  and  is 
therefore  less  organized  on  a  group  basis,  but  it 
has  been  found  just  as  important  to  have  the 
children  handled  by  trained  teachers.  The 
expense  of  each  child  care  center,  which  has  about 
forty  children  enrolled,  is  about  $1,000  a  month, 
in  addition  to  the  quarters  and  medical  super- 
vision provided  by  the  Health  Department. 
The  parent's  fees  for  each  child  are  $3  a  week  and, 
allowing  for  absences,  this  amounts  to  about  $400 
a  month,  leaving  $600  which  is  now  paid  by  the 
Federal  Government.  As  I  explained  in  my 
previous  letter,  these  funds  will  definitely  be 
withdrawn  on  the  first  of  March,  and  there  is  no 
plan  for  the  Federal  Government  to  continue 
supporting  the  centers.  There  has  been  filed  for 
this  session  of  the  General  Court  a  bill.  Senate  225, 
which,  if  passed,  provides  that  part  of  this  expense 
could  be  met  by  state  funds.  You  will  realize, 
however,  that  this  would  only  be  if  a  city  or  town 
had  first  undertaken  to  carry  on  the  centers  and 
make  an  appropriation  for  them.  The  centers  are 
needed  for  the  children  because  a  certain  number 
of  mothers  of  young  children  must  go  out  to  work. 
At  present  many  of  them  are  wives  of  men  still 
in  service,  others  are  wives  of  disabled  veterans, 
some  have  lost  husbands  in  service,  and  some  have 
found  that  their  marriages  have  been  broken  as  a 
result  of  the  war.  There  are  occasionally  other 
reasons  why  all-day  care  is  greatly  needed  for  a 
child,  such  as  if  the  mother  is  seriously  ill  over  a 
period  of  time.  During  the  present  housing 
shortage  some  families  are  living  in  such  crowded 
conditions  that  the  situation  can  only  be  relieved 
by  a  day  care  plan  for  the  child.  As  you  know, 
our  city  is  well  provided  with  social  agencies 
that  are  ready  to  advise  and  help  families  to  make 
factory  plans  to  keep  children  and  mothers 
together.  Social  workers  find  that  in  some  in- 
stances the  child  care  centers  are  greatly  needed 
and  may  prevent  the  break  up  of  a  family.  The 
child  care  centers  are  located  in  George  Robert 
White  health  units;  73  High  street,  Charlestown; 
79   Paris   street,   East    Boston;    and  20   Whittier 


.-I  ii  el  and  82  Savin  street,  Roxbury;  133  Dor- 
chester street,  South  Boston;  and  25  Blossom 
street  in  the  West  End.  They  are  under  the 
direction  of  Assistant  Superintendent  Barry  of 
the  School  Department,  with  Miss  Mary  Tilley 
taking  active  charge  of  them.  I  trust  that  this 
covers  the  information  that  you  would  like,  and, 
of  course,  I  shall  be  glad  to  answer  any  further 
questions.  With  many  thanks  to  you  for  your 
prompt,  interest  in  the  matter.  Very  sincerely 
yours,  Helen  L.  Stevens,  Executive  Secretary, 
Committee  on  Child  Care  Centers." 

I  present  this  to  be  incorporated  in  the  record. 
I  sincerely  hope  the  members  of  this  Body  will  see 
fit  to  pass  this  on  to  his  Honor  the  Mayor  so  that 
he  will  keep  the  child  care  centers  in  operation. 

The  order  was  passed  under  suspension  of  the 
rule. 


BRANCH     LIBRARY     IN     FOREST     HILLS 
SECTION. 

Coun.  McCORMACK  offered  the  following: 

Ordered,  That  his  Honor  the  Mayor  be  re- 
quested to  instruct  the  trustees  of  the  Boston 
Public  Library  to  erect  a  branch  library  in  the 
Forest  Hills  section  of  Ward  19. 

Coun.  McCORMACK— Mr.  President,  for 
twenty-six  years  we  have  been  trying  to  get  a 
branch  library  at  Forest  Hills.  I  just  want  to 
tell  the  library  officials  that  they  are  coming  in  on 
their  appropriations,  and  I  hope  that  this  will  be 
included  this  year. 

The  order  was  passed  under  suspension  of  the 
rule. 


PROPOSED  VETERANS'  MEMORIAL   IN 
WARD    19. 

Coun.  McCORMACK  offered  the  following: 
Ordered,  That  his  Honor  the  Mayor  be  re- 
quested to  instruct  the  trustees  of  the  White  Fund 
to  look  into  the  advisability  of  construction  of  a 
Veterans'  Memorial  which  will  seat  at  least  2,000 
persons  in  the  Roslindale  section  of  Ward  19. 
Passed  under  suspension  of  the  rule. 


PROPOSED    STOPPING    OF    PAYMENT    TO 
MARRINUCCI   BROTHERS. 

Coun.  McCORMACK  offered  the  following: 
Ordered,  That  his  Honor  the  Mayor  instruct  the 
City    Auditor    to    stop    payment    to    Marrinucci 
Brothers  in  Ward  19  on  his  contract  because  he  is 
not  living  up  to  said  contract. 

Passed  under  suspension  of  the  rule. 


PICTURES   OF   COUNCIL    MEMBERS. 

Coun.  HANNON  offered  the  following: 
Ordered,  That  the  City  Messenger  be  authorized 
and  directed  to  have  a  picture  taken  of  each 
member  of  the  City  Council,  1946-1947,  and  to  be 
further  directed  that  these  pictures  be  inserted  in 
the  1946  edition  of  the  Municipal  Register.  Also 
one  group  picture  to  be  hung  in  Council  Chamber. 
Passed  under  suspension  of  the  rule. 


MUNICIPAL   BUILDING    IN   WEST 
ROXBURY. 

Coun.  BRYAN  offered  the  following: 
Ordered,  That  the  trustees  of  the  George  Robert 
White  Fund  be  requested,  through  his  Honor  the 
Mayor,  to  provide  for  a  Municipal  Building  in  the 
West  Roxbury  section  of  Boston. 
Passed  under  suspension  of  the  rule. 


RECESS. 

On  motion  of  Coun.  KINSELLA,  the  Council 
voted  at  3.47  p.  m.  to  take  a  recess,  subject  to  the 
call  of  the  Chair.  The  members  reassembled  and 
were  called  to  order  by  President  KELLY  at 
4.08    p.    m. 


JANUARY    28,     1946. 
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EXECUTIVE   COMMITTEE    REPORTS. 

Coun.  FISH,  for  the  Executive  Committee, 
submitted  the  following: 

Report  on  message  of  Mayor  and  order  (referred 
today)  appropriating  $15,000  to  be  expended  by 
City  Clerk  for  recording  and  binding  of  veterans' 
discharges,  etc., — recommending  that  same  ought 
to   pass. 

Report  accepted;  said  order  passed,  yeas  17, 
nays  0: 

Yeas — Coun.  Bryan,  Cantwell,  Carey,  Chase, 
Cook,  Fish,  Hannon,  Keenan,  Kelly,  Kinsella, 
Lane,  Linehan,  Madden,  MeCormack,  Moriarty, 
Russo,  Sullivan — 17. 

Nays — 0. 


REPORT   OF   COMMITTEE    ON 
LICENSES. 

Coun.  FISH,  for  the  Committee  on  Licenses, 
submitted  the  following: 

1.  Report  on  petition  of  Gulf  Oil  Corporation 
(referred  December  31)  for  driveway  opening  at 
210  Columbus  avenue  and  120  Berkeley  street — 
that  permit  be  granted  under  usual  conditions. 

Report  accepted;  _ said  permit  granted  under 
usual  conditions. 

2.  Report  on  petition  of  Boston  Elevated  Rail- 
way Company  (referred  January  14)  for  permit 
to  operate  motor  vehicles  between  Massachusetts 
Station  and  junction  of  Hemenway  and  Forsyth 
streets — that  permit  be  granted  under  usual 
conditions. 

Report  accepted;  permit  granted  under  usual 
conditions. 


REPORT     OF     COMMITTEE     ON     PUBLIC 
LANDS. 

Coun.  MORIARTY,  for  the  Committee  on 
Public  Lands,  submitted  the  following: 

Report  on  order  (referred  December  3,  1945) 
concerning  land  situated  on  Cambridge  street, 
at  corner  of  Lindall  place,  Boston  Proper — 
recommending  passage  of  accompanying  new 
draft,  viz.: 

Whereas,  The  City  of  Boston  is  the  owner  in 
fee  of  certain  parcels  of  land  containing  approxi- 
mately one  thousand  one  hundred  forty-four 
(1,144)  square  feet  situated  on  the  southerly  side 
of  Cambridge  street  at  the  corner  of  Lindall  place, 
Boston  Proper;  and 

Whereas,  By  an  order  of  the  Board  of  Street 
Commissioners  of  the  City  of  Boston  passed 
November  28,  1945,  and  approved  by  the  Mayor 
November  28,  1945,  Cambridge  street,  Bostori 
Proper,  was  discontinued  as  a  public  highway 
within  the  bounds  of  the  aforesaid  parcels  of 
property;  and 


Whereas,  The  parcels  of  land  formerly  a  part 
of  Cambridge  street  and  discontinued  as  afore- 
said are  no  longer  required  for  any  public  purpose, 
now,  therefore,  it  is  hereby 

Ordered,  That  his  Honor  the  Mayor  of  the  City 
of  Boston  be,  and  he  hereby  is,  authorized  in  the 
name  and  behalf  of  the  City  of  Boston  to  sell  at 
private  sale  for  the  sum  of  one  thousand  dollars 
($1,000)  to  John  D.  MacDonald  of  Boston  all  the 
right,  title  and  interest  of  the  City  of  Boston  in 
and  to  that  part  of  Cambridge  street  discontinued 
as  aforesaid  and  hereafter  bounded  and  described, 
subject,  however,  to  the  exceptions  and  reserva- 
tions and  condition  hereinafter  set  forth,  and  to 
execute  and  deliver  a  deed  thereof  satisfactory  in 
form  to  the  Law  Department  of  the  City  of  Boston. 
The  said  property  is  bounded  and  described  and 
subject  to  the  exceptions  and  reservations  and 
condition  as  follows: 

Parcel  1:  Northerly  by  Cambridge  street,  forty 
and  57-100  (40.57)  feet;  easterly  by  Cambridge 
street,  twenty-five  and  68-100  (25.68)  feet;  south- 
erly by  Cambridge  street,  by  two  measurements, 
nineteen  and  76-100  (19.76)  and  twenty-four  and 
79-100  (24.79)  feet;  westerly  by  Parcel  2,  herein- 
after described,  fifteen  and  01-100  (15.01)  feet; 
containing  955  square  feet  of  land,  more  or  less. 

Parcel  2:  Northerly  by  Cambridge  street, 
twenty  and  46-100  (20.46)  feet;  easterly  by  Par- 
cel 1,  hereinbefore  described,  fifteen  and  01-100 
(15.01)  feet;  southerly  by  Cambridge  street, 
twenty-four  and  09-100  (24.09)  feet;  westerly  by 
Cambridge  street,  three  and  52-100  (3.52)  feet; 
containing  189  square  feet  of  land,  more  or  less. 

The  City  of  Boston  excepts  and  reserves  unto 
itself  and  its  successors  and  assigns  the  rights  and 
easements  to  lay,  construct,  maintain,  operate,  re- 
pair and  renew  sewerage  works  and  surface  drain- 
age works  in  the  locations  designated  therefor  on 
the  plan  hereinafter  referred  to. 

The  aforesaid  sale  and  conveyance  is  upon  the 
condition  that  no  structure  shall  be  erected  upon 
the  above-described  premises  unless  plans  thereof 
as  to  location  and  construction  shall  have  been 
approved  in  writing  by  the  Commissioner  of 
Public  Works  of  the  City  of  Boston. 

The  above-described  parcels  of  land  together 
with  the  location  of  sewerage  works  and  surface 
drainage  works  are  shown  on  a  plan  marked  "City 
of  Boston,  Cambridge  Street,  Boston  Proper, 
November  28,  1945,  Thomas  F.  McGovern,  Chief 
Engineer,  Street  Laying-Out  Department." 

The  report  was  accepted,  and  the  order  was 
given  its  first  reading  and  passage,  yeas  16,  nays  0: 

Yeas — Coun.  Bryan,  Cantwell,  Carey,  Chase, 
Cook,  Fish,  Hannon,  Keenan,  Kelly,  Kinsella, 
Lane,  Madden,  MeCormack,  Moriarty,  Russo, 
Sullivan— 16. 

Nays— 0. 


Adjourned  at  4.20  p.  m.,  on  motion  of  Coun. 
HANNON,  to  meet  on  Monday,  February  4,  1940, 
at  2  p.  m. 
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Proceedings  of  City  Council. 


Monday,  February  4,  1946. 

Regular  meeting  of  the  City  Council  held  in  the 
Council  Chamber,  City  Hall,  at  2  p.  m.,  President 
KELLY  presiding.  Absent,  Coun.  Carey,  Coffey, 
Linehan  and  Scannell. 

The  meeting  was  opened  with  the  salute  to  the 
Flag. 


JURORS   DRAWN. 

Jurors  were  drawn,  Coun.  SULLIVAN  presiding 
at  the  jury  box,  as  follows: 

Sixty-one  traverse  jurors,  Superior  Criminal 
Court,  to  appear  March  4,  1946: 

Frank    Berardi,     Ward     1;     Peter     Liberatore' 
Ward  1;  John  Joseph  McGrath,  Ward  1;  Emilio  P- 
Nardone,  Ward  1;  James  E.  Davis,  Ward  2;  Wil- 
liam   T.    Doherty,    Ward   2;    James    P.    Quinlan, 
Ward  3;  John  D.  Libby,  Ward  4;  Charles  H.  Reed, 
Ward  4;  A.  James  Hartshorn,  Ward  5;  Chester  J. 
Underhill,  Ward  5;  Denis  Deegan,  Ward  6;  John  J. 
Fleming,  Ward  6;  George  F.  Nee,  Ward  6;  William 
E.    DeCroteau,    Ward    9;    Lauren    M.    Hibbard, 
Ward  9;  Antonio  DiGregorio,  Ward  10;  Jeremiah 
J.   Donovan,   Ward   10;   Joseph  Gosse,   Ward   11; 
Gasparo   Inserra,    Ward    11;   John   P.    O'Connell, 
Ward  11;  Alexander  A.  Turley,  Ward  11;  Robert 
Jackson,  Ward  12;  Clarence  A.  Morrison,  Ward  12; 
Winthrop  G.  Potter,  Ward   12;  Solomon  Wexler, 
Ward   12;   Michael  Barry,   Ward   1.3;   Stephen  A. 
Courtney,    Ward    13;    John   J.    Kelly,    Ward    13; 
Edward    S.    Norton,    Ward    13;    William    Francis 
O'Neil,  Ward  13;  Charles  Woods,  Ward  13;  Hyman 
Feinberg,  Ward  14;  William  L.  Gallup,  Ward  14; 
Nathaniel    Rosoff,    Ward    14;    John    H.    Slovin, 
Ward  14;  Thomas  A.  Butler,  Ward  15;  Benjamin 
W.  Staples,  Ward  15;  Guy  Cornell,  Ward  16;  Cor- 
nelius Ford,  Ward  16;  George  Gordon,  Ward  16 
Francis    X.    Lane,    Ward    16;    William   F.    Sears 
Ward  17;  Joseph  E.  George,  Ward  18;  Herbert  B 
Norris,    Ward    18;    Grant   S.    Redden,    Ward    18 
Arthur  H.  Anderson,  Ward   19;  George  M.   Cor- 
beels,    Ward    19;    Walter    L.    Kelly,    Ward    20 
Frederick    H.    Rohrbacher,    Ward    20;    James    J 
Talbot,    Ward    20;    Abram    Diamond,    Ward    21; 
Maurice  Gertstein,  Ward  21;  John  J.  King,  Ward 
21 ;  Jacob  Myers,  Ward  21 ;  Louis  Raskin,  Ward  21 
Barnard  Wolf,  Ward  21 ;  Patrick  J.  Boyle,  Ward  22 
Charles    Elliott,    Ward    22;    Joseph    G.    Gordon 
Ward  22;  John  J.  O'Connell,  Ward  22. 

One  hundred  sixty-three  traverse  jurors,  Supe- 
rior Civil  Court,  to  appear  March  4,  1946: 

Stephen  Lunetta,  Ward  1;  Alphonsus  G.  Mona- 
han,  Ward  1;  S.  Max  Nelson,  Ward  1;  Orazio 
Rotundo,  Ward  1;  John  B.  Velardo,  Ward  1; 
Charles  D.  Wright,  Ward  1;  John  W.  Grace, 
Ward  2;  Peter  O'Keeffe,  Ward  2;  Oscar  West, 
Ward  2;  RafTaele  A.  Calitri,  Ward  3;  Martin  J. 
Foley,  Ward  3;  Pasquale  A.  Frongillo,  Ward  3; 
John  A.  Hynes,  Ward  3;  Thomas  F.  Maney, 
Ward  3;  Frank  Orlandi,  Ward  3;  Angelo  Pag- 
liuca,  Ward  3;  Anthony  Pappone,  Ward  3; 
Jack  Palanchian,  Ward  3 ;  Stephen  Shuko,  Ward  3 ; 
Anthony  DTtalia  Taylor,  Ward  3;  Vincent 
Viola,  Ward  3;  Thomas  Beck,  Ward  4;  Carl  O. 
Bergstrom,  Ward  4;  Joseph  H.  Clark,  Ward  4; 
Raymond  J.  Fisher,  Ward  4;  Andrew  T.  Halpin, 
Ward  4;  William  H.  Love,  Ward  4;  William  J. 
Mitchell,  Ward  4;  Nicholas  T.  Pappas,  Ward  4; 
Arthur  Vaillancourt,  Ward  4;  Erne'st  Peter 
Bracchi,  Ward  5;  Percy  S.  Brown,  Ward  5; 
Guy  Aubrey  MacDuffie,  Ward  5;  Harold  W. 
Shackleford,  Ward  5;  Edward  H.  Cogan, 
Ward  6;  Patrick  O'Neil,  Ward  6;  Frank  S. 
Sampson,  Ward  6;  Gerard  Baga,  Ward  7; 
Patrick  J.  Flaherty,  Ward  7;  Jeremiah  McCarthy, 
Ward  7;  Philip  J.  McGrath,  Ward  7;  Thomas  F. 
Corbett,  Ward  8;  John  J.  Roche,  Ward  8;  Wil- 
liam H.  Badgett,  Ward  9;  Leopold  DeCordova, 
Ward  9;  Hezekiah  A.  Dunbar,  Ward  9;  Robert 
Hunter,  Ward  9;  Ernest  Johnson,  Ward  9;  George 
J.  Tabor,  Ward  9;  Walter  F.  Coneys,  Ward  10; 
Charles  MacMaster,  Ward  10;  Charles  J.  Sauer, 
Ward  10;  Leander  Turner,  Ward  10;  William  M. 
Baxter,  Ward  11;   Joseph  C.  Hardiman,  Ward  11; 


Robert  A.  Wark,  Ward  11;  Lester  E.  Chadwick, 
Ward  12;  Arthur  W.  Dixon,  Ward  12;  William  I. 
Pratlev,  Ward  12;  David  Sagan,  Ward  12;  Irving 
Selig,  Ward  12;  Isador  Soble,  Ward  12;  Gedwin 
D.  Allison,  Ward  13;  Benjamin  C.  Craven, 
Ward  13;  Joseph  A.  Graham,  Ward  13;  James  W. 
McKay,  Ward  13;  William  S.  MacPherson, 
Ward  13;  Nils  Nilsen,  Ward  13;  James  J.  O'Brien, 
Ward  13. 

Harry  Blonder,  Ward  14;  Joseph  Breskin, 
Ward  14;  Gerald  J.  Connor,  Ward  14;  Solomon 
Goldfarb,  Ward  14;  Alexander  Lipson,  Ward  14; 
William  Lovinger,  Ward  14;  Carl  Israel  Rodman, 
Ward  14;  Harry  Skolnick,  Ward  14;  Morris 
Weinraub,  Ward  14;  Patrick  Courtney,  Ward  15; 
George  DiCicco,  Ward  15;  William  J.  Gately, 
Ward  15;  Harry  M.  Kline,  Ward  15;  Thomas 
McGrath,  Ward  15;  William  B.  McPherson, 
Ward  15;  John  P.  Moran,  Ward  15;  Benjamin 
Rutstein,  Ward  15;  Joseph  H.  Staples,  Ward  15; 
Paul  J.  Concannon,  Ward  16;  George  H.  Crowing- 
shield,  Jr.,  Ward  16;  James  T.  Daly,  Ward  16; 
Michael  D'Arcy,  Ward  16;  Charles  A.  DeRoehn, 
Ward  16;  James  Thomas  Doherty,  Ward  16; 
Bernard  J.  Early,  Ward  16;  Joseph  J.  Grant, 
Ward  16;  William  F.  Griffin,  Ward  16;  John  H. 
Howard,  Ward  16;  Andrew  J.  MacKinnon,  Ward 
16;  Martin  J.  Reilly,  Ward  16;  George  T.  Barry, 
Ward  17;  Joseph  A.  Collins,  Ward  17;  Arthur 
Graziana,  Ward  17;  John  J.  MacDonald,  Ward  17; 
Samuel  Markovitz,  Ward  17;  Patrick  Vesey, 
Ward  17;  James  E.  West,  Ward  17;  William  H. 
Bitz,  Ward  18;  Edward  M.  Duggan,  Ward  18; 
George  N.  Bower,  Ward  18;  John  Casanova, 
Ward  18;  Ralph  R.  Clifford,  Ward  18;  Denis  P. 
Delaney,  Ward  18;  John  J.  Drew,  Ward  18; 
Thomas  M.  Gallagher,  Ward  18;  Hyman  Godes, 
Ward  18;  Earl  T.  Hill,  Ward  18;  Nils  A.  Larson, 
Ward  18;  Alfred  D.  Lucas,  Ward  18;  Max  Rosen- 
baum,  Ward  18;  David  B.  Simpson,  Jr.,  Ward  18; 
Robert  Sprague,  Ward  18;  Wallace  D.  Wills, 
Ward  18;  Warren  W.  Withington,  Ward  18; 
Evert  W.  Andros,  Ward  19;  Collingwood  Burgess, 
Ward  19;  John  T.  Burke,  Ward  19;  John  E. 
Callahan,  Ward  19;  Charles  A.  Chambers,  Ward 
19;  Walter  W.  Holmes,  Ward  19;  John  F.  Horan, 
Ward  19;  Daniel  -V.  Kelliher,  Ward  19;  Curtis  S. 
Lundy,  Ward  19;  Daniel  W.  Manley,  Ward  19; 
Stephen  J.  McCarthy,  -  Ward  19;  Robert  S. 
McMinn,  Ward  19;  John  J.  Reilly,  Ward  19; 
William  A.  Rottman,  Ward  19;  Michael  G. 
Salamone,  Ward  19;  James  Timlin,  Ward  19; 
Harry  G.  Vinal,  Ward  19. 

Israel  M.  Blum,  Ward  20;  John  T.  Corr,  Ward 
20;  Howard  D.  DeRoo,  Ward  20;  Thomas  J. 
Gately,  Ward  20;  Lewis  E.  Goldsmith,  Ward  20; 
Frank  V.  Hoerlein,  Ward  20;  Carl  Malmberg, 
Ward  20;  John  McGowan,  Jr.,  Ward  20;  Michael 
R.  O'Connell,  Ward  20;  Alexander  S.  Tradd, 
Ward  20;  Patrick  J.  Welsh,  Ward  20;  Raymond 
R.  Drvsdale,  Ward  21;  Merrill  M.  HammonH 
Ward  21;  Samuel  S.  Miller,  Ward  21;  Peter  J. 
Vavoudes,  Ward  21;  Abraham  S.  Weinstein, 
Ward  21;  Morris  Yoffe,  Ward  21;  Max  H. 
Bennett,  Ward 22 ;  Nicholas  C.  Diamond,  Ward  22 ; 
William  L.  Hachey,  Ward  22;  William  J. 
McCarthy,  Ward  22;  Ernest  C.  Ruggles,  Ward  22; 
John  F.  Whelan,  Ward  22. 


REMOVAL   OF   TRAFFIC   CIRCLE, 
JAMAICA   PLAIN. 
The  following  was  received: 

City  of  Boston, 
Office  of  the  Mayor,  February  4,  1946. 
To  the  City  Council. 

Gentlemen, — I  transmit  herewith  for  your  con- 
sideration a  communication  from  the  Park  Com- 
missioner regarding  your  order  of  January  26, 
1946,  relative  to  the  removal  of  the  traffic  circle 
at  the  corner  of  May  and  Centre  streets,  Jamaica 
Plain. 

Respectfully, 
James  M.  Curley,  Mayor. 

City  of  Boston, 
Park  Department,  January  29,  1946. 
J.  Joseph  Connors, 

Chief  Clerk,  Mayor's  Office. 
Dear  Sir, — I  have  your  memorandum  of  Janu- 
ary 26,  with  inclosure,  order  from  the  City  Council 
requesting  the  removal  of  the  traffic  circle  at  the 
corner  of  May  and  Centre  streets. 

The  traffic  circle  was  placed  there  after  a  great 
deal   of  study  and  it   was   decided  upon  by  the 
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CITY     COUNCIL. 


sent  Mayor  in  Ins  former  administration. 
The  genera]  intent  of  this  was  to  force  drivers  of 
vehicles  coming  ou(  of  May  street  to  so  to  the 
right  on  u>  Centre  street. 

1  regret  exci    ■'■  to  inform  you  1  cannot  see 

my  waj    clear  to  remove  this  part  of  the  Circle 

opposite  \la>  street,  on  account  of  the  di ei 

Very  trulj  >  ours, 
William  I'.  Long,  Chairman. 
Placed  on  file. 


NAMING    OF   TRAFFIC   CIRCLE, 
JAMAICA    PLAIN. 
The  following  was  received; 

City  of  Boston, 
Office  of  the  Mayor,  February  4.  1946. 
■■■■  City  Council. 
Gentlemen, — I  transmit  herewith  for  your  con- 
sideration a  communication  from  the  Park  Com- 
missioner   regarding    your    order   of    January    21, 
[946,   relative  to  the  rotary  traffic  circle  at  the 
Arborway     and     Centre     street,     Jamaica     Plain, 
be    named    Veterans'    Memorial    Circle    and    that 
suitable   signs   be   erected   designating   same,   also 
that   a   flagpole  be  erected  on  this  plot. 
Respectfully, 
James  M.  Curley,  Mayor. 

City  of  Boston, 
Park  Department,  January  29,  1940. 
J.  Joseph  Connors, 

Chief  Clerk,  Mayor's  Office. 
Dear  Sir, — I  have  received  a  City  Council  order 
requesting  that  the  rotary  traffic  circle  at  the 
Arborway  and  Centre  street,  Jamaica  Plain,  be 
named  Veterans'  Memorial  Circle  and  that  suit- 
able signs  be  erected,  also  that  a  flagpole  be  erected 
on  this  plot. 

This  circle  was  designated  and  named  for 
Lieutenant  Murray,  brother  of  the  late  Peter 
Murray,  former  City  Councilor. 

There  is  one  of  the  finest  American  Elm  trees  in 
Jamaica  Plain  approximately  in  the  center  of  this 
circle.  A  flagpole  would  not  look  appropriate 
alongside   this   tree. 

Very  truly  yours, 
William  P.  Long,  Chairman. 
Placed  on  file. 


CLEANING  OF  CITY  HALL  AND   ANNEX. 
The  following  was  received: 

City  of  Boston, 
Office  of  the  Mayor,  February  4,  1946. 
To  the  City  Council. 

Gentlemen, — I  transmit  herewith  for  your  con- 
sideration a  communication  from  the  Superin- 
tendent of  Public  Buildings  regarding  your  order 
of  January  21,  1946,  relative  to  the  thorough 
cleaning  and  overhauling  of  City  Hall  and  City 
Hall  Annex. 

Respectfully, 
James  M.  Curley,  Mayor. 

City  of  Boston, 
Public  Buildings  Department, 

January  28,  1946. 
J,  Joseph  Connors, 

Chief  Clerk,  Mayor's  Office. 
Dear  Sir, — Referring  to  order  of  City  Councilor 
Kinsella  concerning  thorough  cleaning  and  over- 
hauling of  City  Hall  and  City  Hall  Annex. 

Please  be  advised  that  in  accordance  with  his 
Honor  the  Mayor's  instructions  to  me  this  work 
is  first  on  this  department's  program. 

This  work  is  now  underway  and  a  general 
step-up  in  the  speed  of  accomplishment  may  be 
expected  very  soon. 

Very  truly  yours, 

James  E.  Sullivan, 
Superintendent  of  Public  Buildings. 
Placed  on  file. 


I      .ANTS    IN    HOUSING    PROJECTS. 

The  following  was  received: 

City  of  Post  on, 
Office  of  the  Mayor,  February  4,  1940. 
To  the  City  Council. 
Gentlemen, — I  transmit  herewith  for  your  con- 
ration  a  communication  from  the  Boston  Hous- 
ing Authority  regarding  your  order  of  January  7, 
1940,   relative  to   the  purpose  of  trying  to  induce 


housing  authority  tenants  who  were  not  residents 
of  Boston  on  January  1,  1941,  to  vacate  their 
present  quarters  so  that  Boston  residents,  prefer- 
ably veterans,  may  be  housed  in  those  develop- 
ments. 

Respectfully, 
James  M.   Curley,  Mayor. 

Boston  Housing  Authority, 
10  Post,  Office  Square,  Boston  6,  Mass. 

February  2,  1940. 
Mr.  J.  Joseph  Connors, 

Chief  Clerk,  Mayor's  Office. 

Dear  Sir, — Reference  is  made  to  your  communi- 
cation of  January  10,  1946,  relative  to  an  order  of 
the  Boston  City  Council  on  January  7,  1946,  that 
his  Honor  the  Mayor  be  requested  to  confer  with 
the  Boston  Housing  Authority  for  the  purpose  of 
trying  to  induce  Authority  tenants  who  were  not 
residents  of  Boston  on  January  1,  1941,  to  vacate 
their  present  quarters  in  order  that  they  may  be 
occupied  by  Boston  residents,  preferably  veterans. 

This  Authority  must,  of  course,  abide  by  the 
rules  of  the  Office  of  Price  Administration,  with 
particular  reference  to  the  rules  issued  by  the 
Administrator  for  eviction  of  tenants  from  their 
accommodations.  Under  the  rules  now  in  force, 
the  Authority  is  unable  to  evict  a  tenant  because 
of  ineligibility  arising  either  from  income  or  be- 
cause a  tenant  was  not  a  resident  of  Boston  on 
January  1,  1941,  unless  it  can  be  shown  that  there 
are  available  in  the  vicinity  accommodations  of 
the  nature  and  quality  which  would  be  comparable 
to  those  which  they  presently  occupy.  Inasmuch 
as  the  emergency  situation  in  housing  is  apparent 
to  everyone  today  and  is  the  reason  for  the  request 
of  the  City  Council,  it  would  appear  that  this 
Authority  will  be  unable  to  require  immigrants  to 
vacate  their  present  quarters  at  this  time. 

This  Authority  at  present  is  giving  preference  to 
veterans  in  all  apartments  which  become  vacant. 
In  comparison  to  the  number  of  apartments  owned 
and  operated  by  this  Authority,  the  number  of 
vacancies  is  small.  However,  you  may  rest  as- 
sured that  the  Authority  will  continue  its  policy  of 
giving  preference  to  veterans  for  any  apartments 
which  it  may  have  available. 

Inclosed  please  find  statistics  relative  to  the 
number  of  immigrant  families  still  living  within 
the  developments  of  the  Boston  Housing  Authority 
and  the  number  of  immigrants  who  have  vacated 
development  apartments  since  V-J  Day. 
Very  truly  yours, 

Jeremiah  F.  Sullivan, 
Acting  Executive  Director. 

Total  number  of  immigrants  still  living  in  de- 
velopments who  moved  in  as  immigrants  since 
January  1,  1941  —  938:  war  workers,  653;  armed 
force,  140;  veterans,  140;  war  widows,  5. 

Total  number  of  immigrants  who  have  vacated 
since  V-J  Day—  116. 

Placed  on  file. 


UPHAMS  CORNER  CONVENIENCE 
STATION. 
The  following  was  received: 

City  of  Boston, 
Office  of  the  Mayor,  February  4,  1946. 
To  the  City  Council. 

Gentlemen, —  I  transmit  herewith  for  your 
consideration  a  communication  from  the  Park 
Commissioner  regarding  your  order  of  January 
21,  1946,  relative  to  the  reopening  of  the  recently 
renovated  convenience  station  located  in  the 
Uphams  Corner  section  of  Ward  7. 

Respectfully, 
James  M.  Curley,  Mayor. 

City  of  Boston, 
Park  Department,  January  29,  1946. 
J.    Joseph  Connors, 

Chief  Clerk,  Mayor's  Office. 
Dear  Sir, — I  have  your  memorandum  of  January 
26,   with  inclosure,   order  from  the   City  Council 
that  the  convenience  station  located  at  Uphams 
Corner  be  reopened. 

Please  be  informed  all  convenience  stations  in 
the  city  were  closed  under  the  Mansfield  adminstra- 
tion  and  the  buildings  were  turned  over  to  the 
Public  Buildings  Department.  The  Park  Depart- 
ment has  no  jurisdiction  over  same. 

Very  truly  yours, 
William  P.  Long,  Chairman. 
Placed  on  file. 


FEBRUARY    4,     1946. 
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APPROPRIATIONS   FOR   VETERANS' 
REHABILITATION   DIVISION   AND 
DEPARTMENT    OF    PUBLIC     BUILDINGS. 
The  following  was  received: 

City  of  Boston, 
Office  of  the  Mayor,  February  4,  1946. 
To  the  City  Council. 

Gentlemen, — On  account  of  emergencies  exist- 
ing, due  to  the  establishment  by  ordinance  of  a 
division  in  the  Soldiers'  Relief  Department  to  be 
known  as  the  "Veterans'  Rehabilitation  Division," 
and  the  necessity  for  starting  the  work  of  this 
division  at  the  earliest  possible  moment,  I  am 
herewith  submitting  an  appropriation  order  for 
the  expenses  of  this  division.  Included  in  the 
order  also  is  an  appropriation  for  the  Public 
Buildings  Department,  A-2,  Temporary  Em- 
ployees, which  will  enable  this  department  to 
start  immediately  on  the  very  necessary,  cleaning 
of  buildings  under  its  control,  which  the  Super- 
intendent of  Public  Buildings  claims  are  in  a 
deplorable  condition. 

Prompt  consideration  and  passage  of  this 
appropriation  order  by  your  Honorable  Body  will 
facilitate  immediate  action  by  the  department 
heads  whose  appropriations  are  covered  by  the 
order  submitted. 

Respectfully, 
James  M.  Cttrlet,  Mayor. 

Ordered,  That  the  sum  of  $48,874.19  be,  and 
hereby  is,  appropriated,  to  be  expended  as  herein- 
after specified,  said  sum  to  be  raised  by  taxes  on 
the  polls  and  estates  in  the  City  of  Boston,  and 
that  all  orders  hereafter  passed  by  the  City  Council 
relating  to  appropriations,  taxes,  and  the  interest 
thereon,  apply  to  the  appropriations  and  taxes 
herein  provided  for.. 

Public  Buildings  Department. 
A.  Personal  Service $25,000.00 

2.  Temporary  Employees,  $25,000.00 

Soldiers'  Relief  Department. 
Veterans'  Rehabilitation  Division. 

A.  Personal  Service  as  per  Schedule  A.  .$17,174.19 

1.  Permanent  Employees,  $16,674.19 

3.  Unassigned 500.00 

B.  Contractual  Services. 500.00 

13.  Communication $500.00 

D.     Supplies 6,200.00 

1.  Office $800.00 

13.  Chemicals    and    disin- 
fectants           400.00 

16.   Miscellaneous  supplies,     5,000.00 


$23,874.19 


Schedule  A. 

Soldiers'  Relief  Department. 

Veterans'  Rehabilitation  Division. 

Salary 

Quota.  Title  of  Position.  Range.  Amount. 

1  Receptionist   and   Telephone 

Operator $1,600  $1,441.96 

3     Typist  and  Stenographer 1,600     4,325.88 

2  Clerk 1,800     3,244.88 

1     Clerk-Counselor 2,000     1,802.92 

1     Physician 3,500    3,154.64 

1     Messenger 1,200    1,081.47 

1     Nurse 1,800     1,622.44 

10  $16,674.19 

Grand  total $48,874.19 

Referred  to  Executive  Committee. 


BUDGET   FOR    1946. 
The  following  was  received: 

City  of  Boston, 
Office  of  the  Mayor,  February  4,  1946. 
To  the  City  Council. 

Gentlemen, — Under  the  provisions  of  section  3 
of  the  City  Charter  the  Mayor,  "not  later  than 
the  first  Monday  in  February  of  each  year,  shall 
submit  to  the  city  council  the  annual  budget  of 
the  current  expenses  of  the  city  and  county  for  the 


current  fiscal  year,  and  may  submit  thereafter 
such  supplementary  appropriation  orders  as  he 
may  deem  necessary." 

Because  of  the  pressure  of  business  naturally 
attendant  upon  the  opening  of  a  new  administra- 
tion, it  has  been  impossible  for  me  to  complete  my 
review  of  budget  estimates  submitted  by  depart- 
ment officials  for  the  activities  of  the  current  year. 
In  order  to  comply  with  the  charter  provision  I 
submit  herewith  lump  sum  budget  recommenda- 
tions for  city  and  county  departments.  As  I  com- 
plete my  review  of  appropriation  requirements  I 
shall  submit  to  your  Honorable  Body  one  or  more 
budget  messages  in  segregated  form.  Therefore, 
no  action  should  be  taken  by  your  Honorable 
Body  on  this  budget  as  submitted. 

Respectfully, 
James  M.  Curley,  Mayor. 

Appropriations  and  Tax  Orders  for  the 
Financial  Year  1946. 

Ordered,  That  to  meet  the  current  expenses  pay- 
able during  the  financial  year  beginning  with  the 
first  d^y  of  January,  1946,  for  performing  the 
duties  and  exercising  the  powers  devolved  by 
statute  or  ordinance,  or  by  vote  of  the  City  Coun- 
cil during  the  year,  upon  the  City  of  Boston,  or 
County  of  Suffolk,  or  the  departments  or  officers 
thereof,  the  respective  sums  of  money  specified  in 
the  tables  and  schedules  hereinafter  set  out  be, 
and  the  same  are,  hereby  appropriated  for  the 
several  departments  and  for  the  objects  and  pur- 
poses hereinafter  stated. 

Ordered,  That  the  appropriation  for  Water 
Service,  current  expenses,  and  the  payment  to  the 
State,  under  the  provisions  of  chapter  488  of  the 
Acts  of  1895,  and  acts  in  addition  or  amendment 
thereto,  and  for  the  interest  debt  requirements  or 
for  loans  issued  for  water  purposes  be  met  by  the 
income  of  said  works  and  any  excess  over  income 
from  taxes;  that  the  appropriation  for  Printing 
Department  be  met  by  the  department  income 
and  any  excess  over  income  from  taxes;  and  the 
appropriation  for  the  City  Record  be  met  by  the 
income  cf  said  publication  and  any  excess  over 
income  from  taxes;  and  the  appropriation  for  the 
Traffic  Tunnel  be  met  by  the  income  from  tolls 
and  any  excess  over  income  from  taxes,  in  accord- 
ance with  the  provisions  of  section  11,  chapter  297, 
of  the  Acts  of  1929,  as  amended  by  chapter  74  of 
the  Acts  of  1935;  and  the  appropriation  for  the 
Board  of  Real  Estate  Commissioners  be  met  by 
the  income  of  said  board,  exclusive  of  proceeds 
from  the  sale  of  foreclosed  property,  and  any  ex- 
cess over  income  from  taxes;  that  the  other  ap- 
propriations hereinafter  specified  be  met  out  of  the 
money  remaining  in  the  treasury  at  the  close  of 
business  on  December  31,  1945,  exclusive  of  the 
money  raised  by  loan  or  needed  to  carry  out  the 
requirements  of  any  statute,  gift,  trust  or  special 
appropriation;  by  the  income  of  the  financial  year 
beginning  January  1,  1946;  by  taxes  on  the  polls 
and  estates  in  the  City  of  Boston;  and  by  the  pro- 
ceeds of  any  duly  authorized  loans. 

Ordered,  That  all  sums  of  money  which  form  no 
part  of  the  income  of  the  City,  but  shall  be  paid 
for  services  rendered  or  work  done  by  any  depart- 
ment or  division  for  any  other  department  or  divi- 
sion, or  for  any  person  or  corporation  other  than 
the  City  of  Boston  be  paid  into  the  general  treasury, 
and  that  all  contributions  made  to  any  appropria- 
tion be  expended  for  the  objects  and  purposes 
directed  by  the  several  contributors  thereof. 

Ordered,  That  all  taxes  raised  to  meet  the  ap- 
propriations of  the  City,  and  all  taxes  assessed  for 
meeting  the  city's  proportion  of  the  state  tax  for 
the  year  1946,  or  for  any  other  taxes  of  assessments 
payable  to  the  Commonwealth  shall  be  payable  in 
two  equal  installments,  on  July  first  and  on  Oc- 
tober first,  1946;  that  interest  shall  be  charged  on 
all  taxes  remaining  unpaid  after  the  first  day  of 
November,  1946,  in  accordance  with  the  provisions 
of  chapter  59,  section  57,  of  the  General  Laws,  as 
amended,  until  paid,  except  the  taxes  assessed 
upon  shares  of  national  banks,  which  shall  bear 
interest  at  the  rate  of  12  per  cent  per  annum  from 
the  first  day  of  October,  1946,  until  paid,  and  that 
all  interest  which  shall  have  become  due  on  taxes 
shall  be  added  to  and  be  part  of  such  taxes. 

Ordered,  That  except  as  the  appropriation  for 
any  purpose  or  item  shall  be  increased  by  addi- 
tional appropriations  or  transfers  lawfully  made, 
no  money  shall  be  expended  by  any  department 
for  any  of  the  purposes  or  items  designated  in  the 
tables  and  schedules  hereinafter  set  out  in  excess 
oi  the  amount  set  down  as  appropriated  for  such 
specific  purpose  of  item. 
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i.i  Mr  Sim  Hi  r  vis  I'm  i  \  i  w    Allowances  Recom- 

mi  m>i  i>  in    MAYOR  i on   L9 16. 

Cm   Maintenance. 

Department,  Allowances, 

An Mill 

Assessing 300,000 

Auditing 85,000 

Boston  Retirement  Hoard 30,000 

Boston  Traffic  Commission 150,000 

Budget 12,000 

Building 205,000 

Board  of  Appeal 9,900 

Board  of  Examiners 1,500 

City  Clerk 40,000 

City  Council 85,000 

City  Council  Proceedings 1  i  ,250 

City  Documents 18,000 

City  Planning  Board 23,000 

Collecting: 110,000 

Election 250,000 

Finance  Commission 50,000 

Fire 4,100,000 

Electrical  Inspection  Division 85,000 

Health 920,000 

Hospital 3,400,000 

Sanatorium  Division 685,000 

Institutions  Department: 

Central  Office 40,000 

Child  Welfare  Division 370,000 

Long  Island  Hospital 850,000 

Steamer  "Stephen  J.  O'Meara" 50,000 

Law 140,000 

Library 1,300,000 

Licensing  Board 50,000 

Mayor,  Office  Expenses 80,000 

Municipal  Employment  Bureau 25,000 

Bureau  of  Americanization 2,000 

Park 1,100,000 

Cemetery  Division 75,000 

Police 6,100,000 

Public  Buildings 500,000 

Market  Division 17,000 

Public  Welfare: 

Central  Office 8,600,000 

Temporary  Home 8,000 

Wayfarers'  Lodge 10,000 

Public  Works: 

Central  Office 30,000 

Bridge  Service 445,000 

Ferry  Service 200,000 

Lighting  Service 950,000 

Paving  Service 900,000 

Sanitary  Service 3,000,000 

Sewer  Service 400,000 

Registry 68,200 

Sinking  Funds 2,500 

Soldiers'  Relief 400,000 

Statistics 9,500 

Street  Laying-Out 130,000 

Supply 50,000 

Treasury 76,500 

Weights  and  Measures , 4.5,000 

Special  Appropriations. 

Bridges,  Repairs,  etc 100,000 

Contingent  Fund 275,000 

Conventions     and     Entertainment     of 

Distinguished  Guests 20,000 

Sidewalks,    Construction    and    Recon- 
struction of 50,000 

Public  Celebrations 50,000 

Ferry  Improvements 35,000 

Reconstruction  of  Streets 100,000 

Public  Ways,  Construction  of 146,000 

Reserve  Fund 125,000 

Sewerage  Works 146,000 

Snow  Removal 500,000 

Long  Island  Hospital,  Special  Improve- 
ments and  Repairs 75,000 

Unsafe  Buildings,  Securing,  Removing, 

etc 50,000 

Bo.-ton  Veterans'    Reception  and  Infor- 
mal ion  (  'Hi re 1 ,800 

Emergency  Compensation  Allotment.  .  1,250,000 

Central  Pay  Roll  Bureau 25,000 

Park   and    Playground   Improvements, 

100,000 

Sanatorium      Division,      Installations, 

Alterations  and  Repairs 50,000 

Board  of  Recreation 15.000 

Purchase  of  Departmental  Equipment,  146,000 

Total  City  Maintenance $89,857,560 


County  Maintenance. 
Department.                                          Allowances 
Suffolk   County   Court   House,   Custo- 
dian   $270,000 

County  Buildings 00,000 

Jail 200.000 

Supreme  Judicial  Court 50,000 

Superior  Court,  Civil  Session,  General 

Expenses 350,000 

Superior  Court,   Civil   Session,   Clerk's 

Office 100,000 

Superior  Court,  Criminal  Session 450,0011 

Probate  Court 25,000 

Municipal  Court,  City  of  Boston 485,000 

Municipal  Court,  Charlestown  District,  30,000 

East  Boston  District  Court 25,000 

Municipal    Court,    South   Boston    Dis- 
trict   30,000 

Municipal  Court,   Dorchester  District,  40,000 
Municipal  Court,  Roxbury  District..  .  .  105,000 
Municipal  Court,   West  Roxbury  Dis- 
trict   40,000 

Municipal  Court,  Brighton  District 22,500 

Boston  Juvenile  Court 29,500 

District  Court  of  Chelsea 35,000 

Registry  of  Deeds 175,000 

Index  Commissioners 24,000 

Insanity  Cases 35,000 

Medical    Examiner    Service,    Northern 

Division 25,000 

Medical    Examiner    Service,    Southern 

Division 17,300 

Associate   Medical   Examiner   Service, 

Northern  Division 2,000 

Associate   Medical   Examiner   Service, 

Southern  Division 2,000 

Miscellaneous  Expenses: 

Auditing 14,000 

Budget 7,000 

Collecting 800 

Sheriff 4,375 

Treasury 5,000 

Granite  Avenue  Bridge 2,500 

Penal  Institutions: 

Office  Expenses 35,000 

House  of  Correction 375,000 

Steamer  "Michael  J.  Perkins" 65,000 

Special  Appropriations. 

Social  Law  Library 1,000 

Contingent  Fund 2,000 

House  of  Correction,  Special  Improve- 
ments and  Repairs 20,000 

Emergency  Compensation  Allotment. . .  200,000 

Board  of  Apportionment 4,700 


Total  County  Maintenance S3, 483,675 


Revenue  Departments. 

Department.  Allowances. 

Printing $350,000 

Departmental  Stationery  and  Postage  110,000 

Citij  Record,  Publication  of 25,000 

Public  Works: 

Water  Service 1,200,000 

Sumner  Traffic  Tunnel 300,000 

Collecting: 

Water  Division 125,000 

Auditing: 

Water  Division 800 

Board  of  Real  Estate  Commissioners.  .  200,000 

Total  Revenue  Departments .$2,310,800 

Grand  Summary. 

City  Departments $39,857,560 

County  Departments 3,483,675 

Total .$43,341,235 

Revenue  Departments 2,310,800 

Grand  Total $45,652,035 

Referred  to  Committee  on  Appropriations. 


PETITIONS   REFERRED. 

The     following     petitions     were     received     and 
referred  to  the  committees  named,  viz.: 

Claims. 
Edith    Allen,    to    be    reimbursed    for  expenses 
caused  during  operation  at  City  Hospital. 
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Albina  Amato,  for  compensation  for  loss  of 
jacket  at  East  Boston   Municipal  Gymnasium. 

Salvatore  Cervone,  for  compensation  for  dam- 
age to  car  caused  by  an  alleged  defect  in  Nashua 
street. 

Joseph  DiPerri,  for  compensation  for  damage 
to  property  at  12  Paris  street,  caused  by  break  in 
water  main. 

Elmer '-s  Stamp  and  Coin  Shop,  for  compensa- 
tion for  damage  to  property  at  196A  Washington 
street,  caused  by  break  in  water  main. 

George  M.  Freeman,  to  be  reimbursed  for 
execution  issued  against  him. 

Joseph  F.  Gould,  to  be  reimbursed  for  execution 
issued  against  him. 

William  F.  Hanlon,  to  be  reimbursed  for  re- 
placing wall  at  28  Flavia  street. 

Emma  Kessler,  for  compensation  for  damage 
to  car  caused  by  an  alleged  defect  at  373  Chelsea 
street. 

Felix  E.  Dowd,  for  compensation  for  damage  to 
car  caused  by  fire  apparatus. 

Hedge  &  Mattheis  Company,  for  compensation 
for  damage  to  property  at  285  Dorchester  avenue, 
caused  by  fire  apparatus. 

Michael  Toomey,  for  compensation  for  damage 
to  car  caused  by  fire  apparatus. 

Executive. 

Petition  of  Margaret  F.  Mahoney,  to  be  paid  an 
annuity  on  account  of  death  of  her  husband, 
James  J.  Mahoney,  late  member  of  the  Police 
Department. 

Committee  on  Licenses. 

Petition  of  Boston  &  Maine  Transportation 
Company  for  license  to  operate  motor  vehicles 
over  certain  motor  vehicle  passenger  routes  within 
the  City  of  Boston. 


PERMITS   FOR   CHILDREN. 

Petitions  for  children  under  fifteen  years  of  age 
to  appear  at  places  of  public  amusement  were 
received,   as  follows: 

Tributary  Children's  Theatre,  New  England 
Mutual  Hall,  February  2. 

Alicia  Langford,  Jordan  Hall,  February  14. 

Permits   granted  under  usual   conditions. 


RESIGNATION      OF      WILLIAM      F. 
MORRISSEY. 

Notice  was  received  of  the  resignation  of  Wil- 
liam F.  Morrissey  as  chairman  of  the  Board  of 
Assessors,  and  acceptance  by  the  Mayor.  ' 

Placed  on  file. 


APPOINTMENT    OF    EDWARD    T.    KELLY. 

Notice  was  received  from  the  Mayor  of  appoint- 
ment of  Edward  T.  Kelly,  33  Lakeville  road, 
Boston,  to  be  a  principal  assessor  in  Assessing 
Department,  vice  William  P.  Morrissey,  resigned. 

Placed  on  file. 


DESIGNATION  OF  EDWARD  T.  KELLY 
AS  CHAIRMAN  OF  BOARD  OF 
ASSESSORS. 

Notice  was  received  from  the  Mayor  of  desig- 
nation of  Edward  T.  Kelly,  Principal  Assessor,  as 
Chairman  of  Board  of  Assessors. 

Placed  on  file. 


APPOINTMENTS    TO    PORT    OF    BOSTON 
AUTHORITY. 

Notice  was  received  from  the  Secretary  of  State 
of  appointment  of  following  as  members  of  Port  of 
Boston  Authority: 

James  R.  Nolen,  of  South  Hadley. 

John  J.  DelMonte,  of  Newton. 

John  F.  Fitzgerald,  of  Boston. 

Lorus  U.  Edgehill,  of  Wellesley. 

Henry  J.  Nichols,  of  Boston,  designated  chair- 
man. 

Placed  on  file. 


LEASING   OF   HULL   SCHOOL. 

Notice  was  received  from  the  School  Committee 
of  order  passed  by  Committee  requesting  Council 
to  authorize  the  leasing  to  Cherry  Valley  Post 
No.  5489,  Veterans  of  Foreign  Wars,  the  Hull 
School,  Quincy  street,  Roxbury. 

Placed  on  file. 


AMENDMENT    TO    COMPENSATION    AND 
CLASSIFICATION   PLAN. 
The  following  was  received: 

City  of  Boston, 
Budget  Department,  February  5,  1946. 
To  the  City  Council. 

Gentlemen, — Your  order  for  an  amendment  of 
the  Compensation  and  Classification  Plans  for  the 
Officers  and  Employees  of  Suffolk  County  to  pro- 
vide for  a  female  nurse  at  the  Suffolk  County  Jail 
has  been  considered  and  I  approve  of  the  same. 

Upon  investigation  I  found  that  such  a  position 
appears  to  be  very  necessary,  due  to  the  average 
number  of  female  inmates  confined. 

The  Special  Sheriff,  in  a  report  to  this  office, 
stated  that  the  daily  count  at  the  Jail  runs  from 
fifty  to  sixty  females,  and  occasionally  a  consider- 
abbr  higher  population.  He  also  stated  that  the 
number  of  female  inmates  afflicted  with  social  dis- 
eases should  have  constant  professional  treatment. 
Therefore,  I  am  of  the  opinion  that  this  is  a 
proper  and  necessary  amendment  to  the  Compen- 
sation Plan. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

Rupert  S.  Carven, 
Budget  Commissioner. 
Referred  to  the  Committee  on  County  Accounts- 


NOTICE   OF   CHANGE   IN   ASSESSING 
DISTRICTS. 

The  following  was  received : 

City  of  Boston, 
Assessing  Department,  January  31,  1946. 
John  B.  Hynes, 
City  Clerk. 

Dear  Sir, — The  following  notice  of  assessment 
districts  under  the  provisions  of  General  Laws, 
chapter  59,  section  38,  is  respectfully  submitted: 

Amending  the  most  recent  amendment  to  the 
number  of  assessment  districts  in  the  City  of 
Boston  (made  January  25,  1946),  the  Board  of 
Assessors  voted  to  fix,  as  of  January  1,  1946,  the 
number  of  assessment  districts  as  fifty  (50),  by 
the  following  action: 

District  No.  37,  "The  whole  of  Ward  17"  to  be 
divided. 

District  No.  37,  "That  part  of  Ward  17" 
bounded  and  described  as  follows: 

"District  No.  37  —  That  part  of  Ward  17  (Dor- 
chester Center)  extending  from  the  junction  of 
Morton  street  and  the  location  of  the  Midland 
Division,  New  York,  New  Haven  and  Hartford 
Railroad  thence  along  said  location  to  Harvard 
street;  thence  through  same,  Bowdoin,  Claybourne, 
Dakota  street  and  Geneva  avenue  to  its  intersec- 
tion with  the  Dorchester  Rapid  Transit  location; 
thence  along  said  location,  Park  street,  Upland 
and  Centervale  avenues,  Bourneside  street,  Mel- 
ville avenue,  Penhallow,  Mather,  Nixon,  Centre, 
Washington  and  Armandine  streets,  Milton  ave- 
nue, Evans  .  .  .  Nelson,  Selden  and  Morton 
streets  to  the  location  of  the  Midland  Division, 
New  York,  New  Haven  and  Hartford  Railroad  and 
the  beginning." 

District  No.  38,  "That  part  of  Ward  17" 
bounded  and  described  as  follows: 

"District  No.  38  —  That  part  of  Ward  17  (Dor- 
chester Center)  extending  from  the  junction  of 
Armandine  and  Washington  streets  through  latter, 
Centre,  Wainwright  and  Lithgow  streets,  Talbot 
and  Dorchester  avenues  to  the  southerly  boundary 
of  Dorchester  Park;  thence  along  latter  Mellish 
road  and  same  extended  to  its  junction  with  the 
location  of  the  Milton  Branch,  New  York,  New 
Haven  and  Hartford  Railroad,  thence  through 
latter  and  Granite  avenue  to  its  intersection  with 
the  Boston  and  Quincy  boundary;  boundary  line 
in  the  Neponset  river;  thence  along  latter  to  its 
intersection  with  the  Boston  and  Milton  boundary; 
thence  along  latter  to  its  intersection  with  Eagle 
Mill  place  extended;  thence  through  latter,  River, 
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Groveland,  Morton,  Selden,  Nelson  and  Evans 
streets,  Milton  avenue  and  Armandine  street  to 
Washington  Btreel  and  the  beginning." 

All  districts  following  Number  thirty-eight  (38) 
to  be  renumbered  from  Number  thirty-nine  (39) 
through  Number  fifty  (60). 

Van  Unix  yours, 

Board  of  Assessors, 
by  John  P.  Doherty,  Secretary  . 
Placed  on  file. 


APPROVAL  OF  SURETY  BONDS. 

The  surety  bond  of  John  J.  Mahoney,  Second 
Assistant  Register  of  Deeds,  was  received  and 
approved. 

The  surety  bond  of  Jacob  N.  Levenson,  Chief 
Clerk  of  Registry  of  Deeds,  was  received  and 
approved. 

Severally  placed  on  file. 


LETTER     FROM     CARDINAL-DESIGNATE 
SPELLMAN. 
The  following  was  received: 

Archbishop's  House, 
452  Madison  Avenue, 

New  York,  January  26,  1946. 
Mr.  J.  B.  Hvnes, 

City  Clerk,  City  of  Boston. 
Dear  Mr.  Hynes, — I  am  very  grateful  to  you 
and  to  the  members  of  the  City  Council  of  Boston 
for  your  thoughtfulness  and  kindness  in  passing 
resolutions  expressing  your  satisfaction  and 
conveying  your  congratulations  on  the  honor  that 
has  been  conferred  upon  me  by  the  Holy  Father. 
I  shall  keep  a  copy  of  the  resolutions  in  my  personal 
file  in  recollection  of  your  graciousness. 

With  very  best  wishes  to  all  the  members  of  the 
City  Council,  I  am, 

Sincerely  yours, 

F.  J.  Spellman, 
Archbishop  of  New  York. 
Placed  on  file. 


NOTICE     OF     HEARING. 

Notice  was  received  from  the  Department  of 
Public  Utilities  of  hearing  on  February  11,  at 
10.30  a.  m.,  on  petition  of  Boston  Elevated  Railway 
Company  for  use  of  portion  of  Washington  station 
lobby  of  Dorchester  Tunnel  as  restaurant,  con- 
sisting of  addition  to  and  alteration  of  existing 
booth. 

Placed  on  file. 


ORGANIZATION    OF    SCHOOL    BUILDINGS 
DEPARTMENT. 

Notice  was  received  from  the  Department  of 
School  Buildings  of  election  of  Commissioner 
Robert  A.  MacLellan  as  chairman  of  Board;  also 
notice  that  James  J.  Mahar,  Superintendent  of 
Construction,  is  to  return  to  former  position  with 
School  Committee,  and  that  James  H.  Mooney 
was  elected  as  Superintendent  of  Construction, 
effective  February  1,  1946,  at  salary  of  $8,000  per 
annum  plus  $200  E.  C.  A. 

Placed  on  file. 


APPOINTMENT    OF    LEO    G.    GRAPPOCIO. 

Notice  was  received  from  the  Health  Depart- 
ment of  appointment  of  Leo  G.  Grappocio  as 
temporary   food  inspector  in  Health  Department. 

Placed  on  file. 


REPORT  ON  CONSTRUCTION  OF  CHRONIC 
HOSPITAL. 

The  following  was  received: 

City  of  Boston, 
The  Finance  Commission,  January  29,  1946. 
To  the  Honorable  the  Mayor  and  City  Council. 

The  Finance  Commission  has  tried  several  times 
within  the  pasl  few  years  to  impress  upon  the 
Mayor  and  City  Council  the  many  advantages  to 
be  gained  by  the  construction  of  a  chronic  hospital 
OS  the  mainland  of  Boston.  The  commission  has 
noted    that    in    your   inaugural    message  you   have 


favored  I  he  idea,  and  the  reasons  given  by  you  are 
identical  with  the  arguments  made  by  the  com- 
mission. 

The  next  important  consideration,  therefore,  is 
the  determination  of  a  site.  At  this  time  the 
commission  desires  to  point  out  to  you  the  advan- 
tages of  a  particular  site;  also  to  make  suggestions 
on  the  method  of  financing  the  proposed  change. 

The  idea  that  the  institution  should  be  moved 
to  the  mainland  did  not  originate  with  the  com- 
mission. The  commission  arrived  at  the  conclu- 
sion that  Long  Island  is  not  a  suitable  place  for  a 
chronic  hospital  after  observation  and  study  of  the 
opinions  expressed  for  decades  by  practically  all 
the  medical  men  who  have  been  attached  to  the 
hospital  at  Long  Island.  These  opinions  have  been 
buttressed  by  opinion  of  practically  all  who  have 
been  responsible  for  the  administration  of  the 
Institutions  Department  in  the  same  length  of 
time. 

In  order  that  the  new  site  may  not  have  any  of 
the  disadvantages  of  the  old,  it  is  well  to  consider 
why  the  Long  Island  site  is  a  poor  one.  The  con- 
sensus of  medical  and  lay  opinion  is,  first  of  all, 
that  adequate  bedside  care  cannot  be  furnished 
to  the  unfortunate  chronic  sick  at  Long  Island. 
The  patients  need  regular  daily  medical  care,  and 
often  surgical  service.  They  also  need  even  more 
nursing  care  than  the  average  patient  in  the  City 
Hospital  or  in  the  other  mainland  hospitals  for  the 
acute  sicknesses.  The  distance  to  Long  Island 
and,  consequently,  the  amount  of  time  it  takes  to 
get  back  and  forth  are  the  chief  obstacles  to 
adequate  medical,  surgical,  and  nursing  service. 

To  a  great  extent,  as  in  all  hospitals,  services 
rendered  by  physicians  are  unpaid.  Physicians 
who  serve  at  Long  Island,  therefore,  to  a  great 
extent  must  rely  for  their  livelihood  on  private 
practice. 

Private  practice  is  incompatible  with  service  at 
Long  Island.  Each  time  a  doctor  visits  Long 
Island  he  loses  practically  a  whole  day  from  his 
private  practice.  To  make  up  the  deficiency 
which  results  resident  physicians  are  employed 
when  obtainable;  but  usually  good  physicians  do 
not  stay  long  .  Hence,  they  are  coming  and  going 
all  the  time,  and  there  are  never  enough  of  them. 
The  present  superintendent,  a  medical  doctor, 
rather  than  see  patients  unattended  or  endangered, 
often  also  serves  as  nurse,  porter,  fireman,  or  at 
tasks  suited  for  an  ordinary  laborer.  Yet  if  a 
surgical  operation  is  necessary  in  an  emergency, 
he  serves  as  the  surgeon. 

Adequate  nursing  service  is  almost  equally 
difficult  to  obtain.  Training  and  experience  in 
chronic  cases  alone  are  not  attractive  enough 
either  to  student  or  graduate  nurses  to  produce 
enough  applicants  with  the  right  background  for 
the  job.  The  isolation  feature  of  assignment  at 
Long  Island  makes  many  hesitant  about  taking 
appointment  there.  All  who  must  go  to  the 
island,  including  nurses,  are  dependent  for  trans- 
portation on  a  boat  service  which  in  the  best  of 
weather  is  frequently  hazardous  and  uncertain. 
There  have  been  many  occasions  when  nurses  and 
other  employees  have  waited  hours  and  even  days 
at  the  city's  wharf  in  Boston  for  a  boat  which  did 
not  operate.  They  have  been  marooned  as  fre- 
quently at  the  island  down  the  harbor.  They 
have  often  consented  to  make  the  trip  on  a  make- 
shift substitute  boat  only  with  the  greatest  trepi- 
dation. 

Then,  there  is  the  economy  side  of  the  picture. 
Supplies  of  all  kinds  cost  33  £  per  cent  more  deliv- 
ered at  Long  Island  than  they  would  at  any  place 
on  the  mainland;  and  there  is  always  the  possi- 
bility of  serious  delay  in  their  arrival.  Plans  for 
meals  for  a  particular  time  —  advance  planning  is 
necessary  in  all  such  institutions — have  often  had 
to  be  changed  at  the  eleventh  hour  when  the 
expected  supplies  have  not  arrived.  Boats  have 
been  tied  up  because  of  absences  of  crew  members 
almost  as  frequently  as  for  want  of  repairs.  Gov- 
ernment regulations  require  a  specific  number  of 
crew  men.  When  a  regular  member  of  the  crew 
fails  to  put  in  an  appearance,  a  substitute  must  be 
found,  but  it  usually  is  impossible  to  obtain  one 
on  short  notice.  Cost  of  boat  operation  has  been 
constantly  increasing,  yet  loss  of  service  of  boats 
has  become  greater  as  the  years  go  by. 

A  bridge  from  Squantum  to  Long  Island  has 
been  proposed.  The  Finance  Commission  op- 
posed it  on  the  ground  that  it  could  not  be  relied 
upon  with  confidence  and  because  of  the  expense. 

A  change  in  the  location  of  the  hospital  from 
Long  Island  now  is  timely.  A  large  sum  of  money 
must  be  spent  in  the  near  future  if  the  present 
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structures  are  to  be  made  safe.  A  building  com- 
missioner a  year  ago  condemned  many  of  the  most 
used  buildings,  particularly  those  in  which  a  large 
percentage  of  the  island  population  is  housed.  It 
would  be  better  to  build  a  new  institution  on  the 
mainland. 

In  selecting  a  new  site,  the  paramount  con- 
siderations should  be,  first,  the  possibility  of  pro- 
viding adequate  care  of  the  chronic  sick;  secondly, 
the  cost  of  the  new  plant. 

In  regard  to  the  first  of  these  considerations, 
the  medical  staff  of  the  institution  has  pointed 
out  that  the  medical  objective  in  such  institutions 
is  no  longer  merely  to  provide  a  comfortable  bed 
in  which  the  chronic  sick  may  spend  their  re- 
maining days.  Today  it  is  more  to  give  relief 
first  and  then  medical  aid  which  might  conquer 
the  patients'  ailments.  They  say  that  such  aid 
is  only  possible  in  a  medical  center,  where  ade- 
quate physicians,  surgeons  and  nurses  are  available. 

In  regard  to  the  second  consideration,  the 
expense  of  operation  of  a  particular  new  plant  is 
important.  Seldom  does  a  new  modern  plant 
cost  less  to  maintain  than  an  old,  antiquated  one. 
The  new  facilities  and  new  routines  of  a  new 
modern  plant  supply  something  which  the  old 
plant  lacked,  but  they  often  mean  new  expenses. 

With  the  latter  thought  in  mind  for  a  site  for  a 
mainland  chronic  hospital,  the  commission  believes 
that  the  present  site  of  the  South  Department 
of  the  City  Hospital  on  Massachusetts  avenue 
would  best  serve.  This  property,  for  years  used 
for  contagious  disease  patients,  is  not  in  great 
use  now.  Because  of  the  advancement  made  in 
preventive  medicine,  particularly  in  the  almost 
complete  eradication  of  such  contagious  diseases 
as  diphtheria,  in  these  contagious  disease  wards 
the  average  daily  population  has  dropped  from 
approximately  300  to  90.  Moreover,  parts  of 
this  old  plant  are  now  in  need  of  renovation  if 
there  is  to  be  continued  use  for  contagious  disease 
purposes. 

The  suggestion  of  the  Finance  Commission  is 
that  an  adequate  new  hospital  for  contagious 
cases  be  erected  on  that  part  of  the  vacant  portion 
of  the  South  Department  area  which  faces  Harrison 
avenue.  Adequate  chronic  hospital  facilities 
could  then  be  erected  on  the  remainder,  making 
use  of  some  of  the  buildings  which  are  now  there. 

There  are  two  principal  advantages  in  this 
location.  First  of  all,  it  would  permit  a  free 
exchange  of  services  with  the  City  Hospital, 
across  the  street.  Without  great  expense,  a  con- 
necting tunnel  could  be  arranged.  The  central 
hospital  physicians  and  surgeons  would  then'  be 
readily  available  to  the  chronic  patients.  The 
nursing  school  at  the  main  hospital  could  be 
expanded  to  furnish  the  bedside  care  in  the  chronic 
hospital.  Time  and  study  in  the  chronic  hospital 
could  very  well  be  a  part  of  the  training  course. 

The  second  great  advantage  is  that  location 
of  a  hew  hospital  on  this  site  would  not  necessitate 
a  complete  new  plant  such  as  would  be  necessary 
if  another  less  favorable  locus  were  selected. 
Many  of  the  facilities  such  as,  for  instance,  the 
kitchen  at  the  main  hospital  and  the  laundry, 
and  the  heating  plant,  and  the  mechanical  forces 
could  furnish  service  to  another  hospital  on  that 
site.  It  would  seem  to  be  a  necessity  that  ad- 
vantage of  these  opportunities  be  taken,  since 
municipal  maintenance  costs  are  soaring  to  unprece- 
dented heights  in  other  directions. 

Another  very  important  matter  is  the  deter- 
mination of  the  size  of  hospital  needed.  If  the 
one  erected  is  too  small,  in  a  short  time  the  problem 
will  be  as  serious  as  it  has  been  for  so  long.  Appar- 
ently, it'  is  not  generally  appreciated  that  there 
are  now  a  potential  800  cases  for  a  chronic  hospital. 
A  careful  survey  reveals  that  there  are  approxi- 
mately 350  chronic  patients  now  at  Long  Island; 
there  are  250  more  (City  Hospital  official  figure) 
now  in  the  City  Hospital;  the  Institutions  Com- 
missioner a  short  time  ago  stated  that  there  are 
approximately  200  more  on  a  waiting  list. 

Since  the  probability  is  that  the  number  will 
grow  rather  than  decrease,  a  hospital  of  1,000-bed 
capacity  is  what  is  needed. 

The  relief  to  the  City  Hospital  would  be  of 
great  value.  It  would  make  250  beds  available 
there  for  patients  with  acute  diseases.  The  main 
hospital  is  now  overcrowded,  and  many  are  refused 
admission. 

The  cost  of  such  a  new  plant  is  no  small  con- 
sideration. Hospital  authorities  estimate  that 
for  a  complete  hospital,  an  entity  in  itself,  it  is 
safe    to    figure    approximately    $5,000    per    bed. 


This  would  mean  $5,000,000  for  a  1,000-bed  hos- 
pital, but  if  the  South  Department  locus  is  used 
this  amount  can  be  substantially  reduced. 

Moreover,  it  is  possible  that  the  city  can  obtain 
Federal  aid  for  the  project.  There  is  now  a  bill 
in  Congress,  well  on  the  road  to  final  action,  and 
advocated  by  the  Federal  Public  Works  authori- 
ties, under  which  the  Federal  Government  would 
make  a  grant  of  50  per  cent  of  the  cost  of  new 
municipal  hospitals.  If  advantage  is  taken  of 
this  opportunity,  the  total  bill  will  not  be  so 
burdensome  to  the  city  corporation. 

The  commission  would  further  suggest  that  it 
would  be  well  to  have  expert  professional  opinion 
on  the  detailed  working  out  of  plans.  A  com- 
mittee of  three,  to  include  a  physician  who  has  had 
experience  in  hospital  management  and  operation, 
a  physician  who  has  specialized  in  the  treatment 
of  chronic  diseases,  and  a  capable  business  man 
preferably  with  an  engineering  background  would 
make  an  ideal  advisory  board  for  such  an  important 
project. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

Edward  F.  Mullen,  Chairman, 

Alexander  Wheeler, 

Leo  J.  Dunn, 

Frederick  Deane, 

The  Finance  Commission. 
Robert  E.  Cunniff,  Secretary. 
Placed  on  file. 


REPORT  OF  COMMITTEE  ON  RULES. 

Coun.  LANE — Mr.  President  and  fellow  mem- 
bers, the  Committee  on  Rules  respectfully  submits 
and  recommends  for  adoption  the  accompanying 
draft  of  rules  for  the  years  1946-1947.  The  rules 
reported  by  the  committee  are  the  same  rules  that 
governed  the  City  Council  during  the  years 
1944-1945,  with  the  exception  of  the  following 
recommended  changes.  At  this  time  I  might 
suggest,  fellow  councilors,  the  City  Messenger 
has  very  obligingly  put  one  of  these  handbooks  on 
each  desk,  and  I  suggest  you  turn  to  page  8  and 
follow  these  suggestions  as  I  read  them: 

Page  8,  Rule  1.  After  the  words  "from  time  to 
time,"  insert  the  words  "and  except  on  holidays." 

Rule  2.  After  the  word  "adjourned",  strike 
out  all  words  up  to  and  including  the  word 
"council,"  and  insert  in  place  thereof  the  following 
words:  "If  on  a  roll  call,  other  than  on  the  question 
of  lack  of  a  quorum,  less  than  a  quorum  responds, 
the  Chair  may  declare  a  recess  of  not  more  than 
ten   minutes." 

Incidentally,  gentlemen,  if  I  may  depart  just  a 
moment,  I  am  told  that  the  new  book  of  rules 
governing  the  City  Council  will  be  printed  in  two 
or  three  weeks. 

Rule  4.     Add  the  following  new  paragraph: 

"The  president  may,  at  any  time,  during  debate 
or  otherwise,  declare  a  recess  for  not  more  than 
ten  minutes,  and  such  action  shall  not  be  subject 
to  appeal,  nor  shall  any  motions  apply  thereto." 

Rule  8.  Strike  out  words  "when  any  member 
so  requests,"  and  insert  in  place  thereof  the  follow- 
ing words, "when  three  members  so  request." 

Rule  13.  At  end  of  second  paragraph,  add  the 
following  sentence,  "No  motions  shall  apply,  nor 
shall  unanimous  consent  to  speak  on  the  matter 
so  referred  be  in  order." 

Rule  14.  Strike  out  the  last  paragraph  and 
insert  in  place  thereof  the  following  two  paragraphs: 

"If,  after  thirty  days,  a  matter  referred  to  a 
committee  is  not  reported  upon,  it  may  be  recalled 
by  a  majority  vote  of  all  the  members." 

The  same  Rule  14:  "If,  within  thirty  days,  a 
matter  referred  to  a  committee  is  not  reported 
upon,  it  may  be  recalled  by  a  two-thirds  vote  of 
all  the  members." 

Rule  18.  After  the  word  "resolution,"  first 
sentence,  insert  the  following  words,  "Unless 
reported  upon  by  a  committee  or  rejected." 

Rule  24.  After  the  word  "vote",  strike  out  all 
words  to  end  of  paragraph,  and  insert  in  place 
thereof  the  following:  "in  the  affirmative  or 
negative  or  shall  respond  'present',  unless  the 
Council  for  special  reason  shall  excuse  him  from 
voting." 

Rule  25.  Paragraph  14,  strike  out  words, 
"soldiers'  relief,"  and  insert  in  place  thereof  the 
words  "military  affairs."  Renumber  paragraph 
as  paragraph  9,  and  change  numbers  of  following 
paragraphs. 

And  finally  we  come  down  now  to  Rule  35.  In 
Rule  35,  after  the  words  "two-thirds  of",  insert 
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the  wmd  "all,"  and  after  the  words,  "city  council." 
strike  out  the  words  "present  and  voting  thereon." 
The  foregoing  changes  are  recommended  in 
order  thai  the  business  of  the  City  Council  may  be 
facilitated.  The  changes  recommended  arc  in 
accordance  with  well-established  rules  of  parlia- 
mentary procedure.  Ami  now,  as  chairman  of  the 
Rules  Committee,  1  would  like  to  say  thai  1  was 
aided  greatly  by  the  honorable  Citj  Clerk  and 
Councilor  Thomas  Harmon. 

The  question  oame  on  the  acceptance  of  the 
committee's  report,  and  the  adoption  of  the  rules, 
and  the  rules  wire  adopted  as  recommended. 

Following  are  the  rules  as  adopted: 

Riles  of  the  City  Coi-ncil,  194G-1947. 
Utile  1.  Unless  otherwise  ordered  from  time  to 
time,  ami  except  on  holidays,  the  regular  meeting 
of  the  city  council  shall  be  held  on  every  Monday 
at  two  o'clock  p.  m.  .Special  meetings  may  be 
called  by  the  president  at  his  discretion,  and  by 
the  city  clerk  for  the  purpose  only  of  drawing 
jurors.  No  special  meeting  of  the  city  council, 
except  to  draw  jurors,  shall  be  called,  except  with 
the  consent  of  all  the  members,  upon  less  notice 
than  twenty-four  hours  from  the  time  the  notices 
are  mailed  or  dispatched  by  special  messenger. 

Quorum. 
Rule  2.  A  quorum  of  the  city  council  shall 
consist  of  twelve  members.  If,  at  the  time  any 
meeting  is  called  to  order,  or  if,  during  a  meeting, 
on  a  vote  on  the  adoption  of  a  motion  or  order,  or 
on  a  point  of  order  raised  by  a  member,  a  roll  call 
shows  less  than  a  quorum  present,  the  president 
shall  declare  the  meeting  adjourned.  If  on  a  roll 
call,  other  than  on  the  question  of  lack  of  a  quorum, 
less  than  a  quorum  responds,  the  chair  may  de- 
clare a  recess  of  not  more  than  ten  minutes. 

President. 

Rule  3.  The  president  of  the  council  shall  take 
the  chair  at  the  hour  to  which  the  council  shall 
have  adjourned  and  shall  call  the  members  to 
order,  and  a  quorum  being  present,  shall  proceed 
with  the  regular  order  of  business.  In  the  absence 
of  the  president  the  senior  member  by  age  present 
shall  preside  as  temporary  president,  or  until  a 
presiding  officer  is  chosen. 

Rule  4.  The  president  shall  preserve  decorum 
and  order,  may  speak  to  points  of  order  in  prefer- 
ence to  other  members  and  shall  decide  all  ques- 
tions of  order,  subject  to  an  appeal.  Any  member 
may  appeal  from  the  decision  of  the  chair,  but  no 
appeal  shall  be  considered  unless  properly  seconded. 
No  other  business,  except  a  motion  to  adjourn  or 
to  lay  on  the  table,  shall  be  in  order  until  the  ques- 
tion on  appeal  has  been  decided. 

The  question  shall  be  put  as  follows: 

"Shall  the  decision  of  the  chair  stand  as  the  judg- 
ment of  the  council?"  The  vote  shall  be  by  a  roll 
call,  and  it  shall  be  decided  irr  the  affirmative  un- 
less a  majority  of  the  votes  are  to  the  contrary. 

The  president  may,  at  any  time,  during  debate, 
or  otherwise,  declare  a  recess  for  not  more  than 
ten  minutes,  and  such  action  shall  not  be  subject 
to  appeal,  nor  shall  any  motions  apply  thereto. 

Rule  5.  The  president  shall  propound  all 
motions  in  the  order  in  which  they  are  moved, 
unless  the  subsequent  motion  shall  be  previous  in 
its  nature,  except  that,  in  naming  sums  and  fixing 
times,  the  largest  sum  and  the  longest  time  shall 
be  put  first. 

Rule  0.  The  president  shall,  at  the  request  of 
any  member,  make  a  division  of  a  question  when 
the  sense  will  admit  of  it. 

Rule  7.  The  president  shall,  without  debate, 
decide  all  questions  relating  to  priority  of  business 
lo  be  .-nii-d  upon. 

Rule  8.     The  president  shall  declare  all  votes; 

but    if  any  member  doubts  a   vote,   the  president 

shall  cause  a  rising  vote  to  be  taken,  and,  when 

three  members  so  request,  shall  cause  the  vote  to 

ken  or  verified  by  \cus  and  nays. 

Rule  9.  The  president  shall  appoint  all  com- 
mittees, fill  all  vacancies  therein,  and  designate 
tin-  rank  of  the  members  thereof. 

Rule  Hi.  When  the  president  of  the  council  or 
the  president  pro  tempore  shall  desire  to  vacate  the 
chair  he  may  '",11  any  member  lo  it ;  but  such  sub- 
ition  -hall  not  continue  beyond  an  adjourn- 
ment. 

.Molions. 
Rule    II.     Every   motion   shall    be   reduced    to 
writing  if  the  president  shall  so  direct. 


Kulc  12.  A  motion  to  strike  out  and  insert 
shall  be  deemed  indivisible;  but  a.  motion  to  strike 

out  being  lost  shall  not  preclude  amendment,  or  a 

motion  to  strike  out.  and  insert. 

Rule  13.  No  motion  or  proposition  of  a  subject 
different  from  that  under  consideration  shall  be 
admitted  under  color  of  amendment. 

Any  motion,  order  or  resolution  which  in  the 
opinion  of  the  presiding  officer  does  not  have  a 
direct  bearing  on  the  business  of  the  council  shall 
be  referred  without  debate  to  that  committee  on 
rules  and  shall  not  be  further  considered  by  the 
council  except  upon  report  by  that  committee. 
There  shall  be  no  appeal  from  the  decision  of  the 
chair  hereunder,  and  this  rule  shall  not  be  subject. 
to  suspension.  No  motions  shall  apply,  nor  shall 
unanimous  consent  to  speak  on  the  matter  so 
referred  be  in  order, 

The  committee  on  rules  may  report  that  any 
motion,  order  or  resolution  so  referred  to  it  is  out 
of  order  because  not  having  a  direct  bearing  on 
the  business  of  the  council,  and  its  report  shall  be  a 
final  disposition  of  the  matter,  subject  to  an  appeal 
which  shall  be  governed  by  the  same  provisions 
as  those  governing  appeals  from  rulings  of  the 
presiding  officer. 

Rule  14.  When  a  petition,  order  or  resolution 
relates  to  a  subject  which  may  properly  be 
examined  and  reported  upon  by  an  existing 
committee  of  the  city  council,  such  order  or 
resolution  shall,  upon  presentation,  be  refeired  to 
such  committee.  When  a  motion  is  made  to 
refer  any  subject,  and  different  committees  are 
proposed,  the  motions  shall  be  put  in  the  following 
order: 

1.  To  a  standing  committee  of  the  council. 

2.  To  a  special  committee  of  .the  council. 
Any  member  offering  a  motion,  order  or  resolu- 
tion, which  is  referred  to  a  committee,  shall  be 
given  a  hearing  on  the  same  by  the  committee 
before  a  report  is  made  thereon,  provided  he  so 
requests  at  the  time  of  offering  the  order  or  before 
final  action  by  the  committee. 

If,  after  thirty  days,  a  matter  referred  to  a 
committee  is  not  reported  upon,  it  may  be  recalled 
by  a  majority  vote  of  all  the  members. 

If  within  thirty  days,  a  matter  refered  to  a 
committee  is  not  reported  upon,  it  may  be  recalled 
by  a  two-thirds  vote  of  all  the  members. 

Rule  15.  After  a  motion  has  been  put  by  the 
president  it  shall  not  be  withdrawn  except  by 
unanimous  consent. 

Rule  16.  When  a  question  is  under  debate  the 
following  motions  only  shall  be  entertained,  and 
shall  have  precedence  in  the  order  in  which  they 
stand  arranged: 

1.  To  adjourn. 

2.  To  lay  on  the  table. 

3.  The  previous  question. 

4.  To  close  debate  at  a  specified  time. 

5.  To  postpone  to  a  day  certain. 

6.  To  commit. 

7.  To  amend. 

8.  To  postpone  indefinitely. 

Rule  17.  A  motion  to  adjourn  shall  be  in  order 
at  any  time,  except  on  an  immediate  repetition 
or  pending  a  verification  of  a  vote;  and  that  motion, 
the  motion  ta  lay  on  the  table,  the  motion  to 
take  from  the  table,  and  the  motion  for  the  previous 
question,  shall  be  decided  without  debate. 

Readings. 
Rule  18.  Every  ordinance,  order  and  resolu- 
tion, unless  reported  upon  by  a  committee  or  re- 
jected, shall  have  two  several  readings,  both 
of  which  may  take  place  at  the  same  session  unless 
objection  is  made,  provided,  however,  that  all  orders 
for  the  expenditure  of  moneys,  unless  reported 
upon  by  a  committee  of  the  council,  shall  lie  over 
for  one  week  before  final  action  thereon.  When- 
ever the  second  reading  immediately  follows  the 
first  reading,  the  document  may  be  read  by  its 
title  only;  provided,  that,  all  orders  releasing  rights 
or  easements  in  or  restrictions  on  land,  all  orders 
for  the  sale  of  land  other  than  school  lands,  all 
appropriations  for  the  purchase  of  land  other  than 
for  school  purposes,  and  all  loans  voted  by  the 
city  council  shall  require  a  vote  of  two-thirds  of  all 
the  members  of  the  city  council,  and  shall  be 
passed  only  after  two  separate  readings  and  by 
two  separate  votes,  the  second  of  said  readings  and 
votes  to  be  had  not,  less  than  fourteen  days  after 
the  first,  except  in  cases  in  which  a  shorter  period 
is  authorized  by  law. 
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Reconsideration. 
Rule  19.  When  a  vote  has  been  taken  any 
member  may  move  a  reconsideration  thereof  at 
the  same  meeting.  No  member  shall  speak  for 
more  than  ten  minutes  on  a  motion  to  reconsider. 
Rule  20.  When  a  motion  to  reconsider  has 
been  decided,  that  decision  shall  not  be  recon- 
sidered, and  no  question  shall  be  twice  recon- 
sidered unless  it  has  been  amended  after  the 
reconsideration;  nor  shall  any  reconsideration  be 
had  upon  the  following  motions: 

To  adjourn. 

The  previous  question. 

To  lay  on  the  table. 

To  take  from  the  table. 

To  close  debate  at  a  specified  time. 
A  motion  to  reconsider  may  be  laid  on  the  table 
or  postponed  indefinitely,  and  the  effect  of  such 
action  in  either  case  shall  be  to  defeat  the  motion 
to  reconsider. 

Conduct  of  Members. 

Rule  21.  Every  member  when  about  to  speak 
shall  rise,  address  the  chair,  and  wait  until  he  is 
recognized,  and,  in  speaking,  shall  refrain  from 
mentioning  any  other  member  by  name,  shall 
confine  himself  to  the  question  and  avoid  person- 
alities. Any  member  who,  in  debate  or  other- 
wise, indulges  in  personalities  or  makes  charges 
reflecting  upon  the  character  of  another  member, 
shall  make  an  apology  in  open  session  at  the 
meeting  at  which  the  offence  is  committed  or  at 
the  next  succeeding  regular  meeting,  and,  failing 
to  do  so,  shall  be  named  by  the  president  or  held 
in  contempt  and  suspended  from  further  partici- 
pation in  debate  until  said  apology  is  made. 

Rule  22.  No  member  shall  speak  more  than 
once  on  a  question  when  another  member  who  has 
not  spoken  claims  the  floor,  and  no  member 
speaking  shall,  without  his  consent,  be  interrupted 
by  another,  except  upon  a  point  of  order. 

Rule  23.  No  member  shall  be  permitted  to 
vote  on  any  question,  or  to  serve  on  any  committee, 
where  his  private  right  is  immediately  concerned, 
distinct  from  the  public  interest. 

Rule  24.  Every  member  who  shall  be  present 
when  a  question  is  put,  unless  he  is  excluded  by 
interest,  shall  give  his  vote  in  the  affirmative  or 
negative  or  shall  respond  "present",  unless  the 
council  for  special  reason  shall  excuse  him  from 
voting. 

Standing  Committees. 
Rule  25.     The    following    standing   committees 
of  the  council,   and  all  other  committees,   unless 
specially  directed  by  the  council,  shall  be  appointed 
by  the  president: 

1.  A  committee,  to  be  known  as  the  Executive 
Committee,  to  consist  of  all  the  members  of  the 
council. 

2.  A  committee  on  Appropriations,  to  consist 
of  seven  members  of  the  council,  to  whom  shall 
be  referred  such  appropriation  orders  as  may  be 
submitted  to  the  council  from  time  to  time.    • 

3.  A  committee,  on  Claims,  to  consist  of  five 
members  of  the  council,  to  whom  shall  be  referred 
all  claims  against  the  city  arising  from  the  act  or 
neglect  of  any  of  its  departments.  They  shall 
report  annually  an  account  of  the  claims  awarded 
or  approved  by  them,  and  the  amount  of  money 
awarded  or  paid  in  settlements  thereof. 

4.'  A  committee  on  County  Accounts,  to  con- 
sist of  five  members  of  the  council. 

5.  A  committee  on  Finance,  to  consist  of 
seven  members  of  the  council,  to  whom  shall  be 
referred  all  applications  for  expenditure  which 
involve  a  loan. 

6.  A  committee  on  Inspection  of  Prisons,  to 
consist  of  five  members  of  the  council. 

7.  A  committee  on  Legislative  Matters,  to 
consist  of  five  members  of  the  council,"  who  shall, 
unless  otherwise  ordered,  appear  before  the  com- 
mittees of  the  General  Court  and  represent  the 
interest  of  the  city;  provided,  said  committee 
shall  not  appear  unless  authorized  by  vote  of  the 
city  council  and  shall  not,  unless  directed  so  to  do 
by  the  city  council,  oppose  any  legislation  peti- 
tioned for  by  the  preceding  city  council. 

8.  A  committee  on  Licenses,  to  consist  of 
seven  members  of  the  council. 

9.  A  committee  on  Military  Affairs,  to  consist 
of  five  members  of  the  council,  who  shall  determine 
the  amount  of  aid  to  be  allowed  to  soldiers  and 
sailors  and  their  families  and  submit  a  schedule  of 
the  same  to  the  city  council  monthly. 


10.  A  committee  on  Ordinances,  to  consist  of 
seven  members  of  the  council,  to  whom  shall  be 
referred  all  ordinances  or  orders  concerning 
ordinances. 

11.  A  committee  on  Parkman  Fund,  to  consist 
of  five  members  of  the  council,  to  whom  shall  be 
referred  all  matters  concerning  the  Parkman 
property,  or  the  expenditure  of  the  income  from  the 
Parkman  Fund. 

12.  A  committee  on  Printing,  to  consist  of  five 
members  of  the  council,  who  shall  have  the  charge 
of  all  printing,  advertising,  or  publishing  ordered 
by  the  city  council  as  one  of  its  contingent  or 
incidental  expenses,  and  the  supply  of  all  stationery 
or  binding  for  the  same  purpose.  The  committee 
shall  fix  the  number  of  copies  to  be  printed  of  any 
document  printed  as  above,  the  minimum,  how- 
ever, to  be  four  hundred;  and  they  shall  have  the 
right  to  make  rules  and  regulations  for  the  care, 
custody  and  distribution  of  all  documents,  books, 
pamphlets  and  maps  in  the  charge  of  the  city 
messenger. 

13.  A  committee  on  Public  Lands,  to  consist  of 
five  members  of  the  council,  to  whom  shall  be 
referred  all  matters  relating  to  public  lands. 

14.  A  committee  on  Rules,  to  consist  of  five 
members  of  the  council,  to  consider  all  matters 
concerning  the  rules,  and  to  whom  shall  be  referred 
all  resolutions  expressing  opinions,  principles, 
facts  or  purposes. 

Order  of  Business. 
Rule    26.     At    every    regular    meeting    of    the 
council  the  order  of  business  shall  be  as  follows: 

1.  Communications  from  his  honor  the  mayor. 

2.  Presentation  of  petitions,  memorials  and 
remonstrances. 

3.  Reports  of  city  officers,  etc. 

4.  Unfinished  business  of  preceding  meetings. 

5.  Report  of  committees. 

6.  Motions,  orders  and  resolutions. 

Spectators. 

Rule  27.  No  person,  except  a  member  of  the 
council,  shall  be  permitted  to  occupy  the  seat  of 
any  member  while  the  council  is  in  session. 

Rule  28.  No  person,  excepting  officials  con- 
nected with  the  city  council,  and  duly  assigned 
reporters  of  the  daily  newspapers,  shall  be  allowed 
in  the  ante-rooms  or  upon  the  floor  of  the  council 
chamber  while  the  council  is  in  session.  Spectators 
will  be  allowed  in  the  gallery  of  the  council  chamber 
when  the  council  is  in  session,  and  no  one  will  be 
admitted  to  said  gallery  after  the  seats  are  occupied. 
No  demonstrations  of  approval  or  disapproval 
from  the  spectators  shall  be  permitted,  and  if  such 
demonstrations  are  made  the  gallery  will  be  cleared. 
The  city  messenger  shall  enforce  this  rule. 

Burial  Grounds. 

Rule  29.  No  permission  for  the  use  of  land  for 
the  purpose  of  burial  shall  be  granted  until  a  public 
hearing  shall  have  been  given  by  the  executive 
committee  of  the  city  council  on  the  application 
for  such  permission,  after  due  notice  has  been  given 
abutters. 

Committee  Meetings. 

Rule  30.  No  meeting  of  any  committee  shall, 
without  the  consent  of  all  the  members  thereof,  be 
called  upon  less  notice  than  twenty-four  hours  from 
the  time  the  clerk  shall  have  mailed  the  notices  or 
dispatched  them  by  special  messenger,  provided, 
however,  that  meetings  of  the  executive  committee 
may  be  held  in  the  recess  period  of  any  meeting  of 
the  council  without  such  consent  or  notice.  No 
committee,  unless  authorized  by  an  order  of  the 
city  council,  shall  incur  any  expense.  No  com- 
mittee meetings  shall  be  called  later  than  one  hour 
immediately  preceding  the  time  set  for  any  regular 
meeting  of  the  city  council,  nor  shall  any  com- 
mittee remain  in  session  later  than  the  hour  named 
for  any  such  regular  meeting. 

Form  of  Votes. 

Rule  31.  In  all  votes  the  form  of  expression 
shall  be  "Ordered"  for  everything  by  way  of 
command,  and  the  form  shall  be  "Resolved"  for 
everything  expressing  opinions,  principles,  facts  or 
purposes. 

Transfers. 

Rule  32.  Every  application  for  an  appropriation 
to  be  provided  for  by  transfer  shall  be  referred  to 
the  executive  committee,  unless  otherwise  ordered, 
and  no  such  appropriation  shall  be  made  until  the 
si.id  committee  has  reported  thereon. 
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I'm'  of  Committee  Rooms. 
Rule  33.  No  poison  except  members  and  officers 
of  the  iii\  council  and  regularly  assigned  city  ball 
reporters  shall  i>c  admitted  at  any  time  to  the  west 
anteroom,  the  locker  room,  or  the  president's 
loom,  except  when  invited  on  official  business  "i 
accompanied  by  a  member  of  the  council. 

Confirmation  of  Appointments. 

Rule  :i-4.  The  question  of  confirming  appoint- 
ments by  the  mayor  shall  be  decided  by  a  yes  and 
no  ballot,  unless  otherwise  ordered. 

Amendment  and  Suspension. 
Rule    35.     The    foregoing    rules    shall    not    be 
altered,   amended,   suspended  or  repealed   at   any 
time,  except  by  the  votes  of  two-thirds  of  all  the 
members  of  the  city  council. 


DISCONTINUANCE   OF   TWO-PLATOON 
SYSTEM    IN   FIRE   DEPARTMENT. 

Coun.  BRYAN  and  KELLY  offered  the  follow- 
ing: 

Ordered,  That  the  Fire  Commissioner  be  re- 
quested, through  his  Honor  the  Mayor,  to  recom- 
mend an  amendment  to  the  ordinances  for  the  dis- 
continuance of  the  two-platoon  system  for  the 
Boston  Fire  Department  and  install  the  24-hour 
work  period  every  other  day  until  such  time  as 
the  average  70-hour  work  week,  or  thereabouts, 
can  be  put  into  effect. 

Coun.  BRYAN — Mr.  President  and  members  of 
the  City  Council,  I  am  introducing  this  order  in 
behalf  of  the  members  of  the  Boston  Fire  Depart- 
ment, after  talking  with  many  of  the  members  and 
the  officers  of  the  department  and  finding  that 
they  favor  this  change.  Recently  a  vote  was 
taken  among  the  men,  and  86  per  cent  of  the  men 
in  the  department  favored  this  work  schedule.  I 
feel  that  the  efficiency  and  the  morale  of  this  de- 
partment will  be  greatly  increased  by  this  form  of 
schedule  if  adopted.      (Applause  from  the  gallery.) 

Coun.  HANNON — Mr.  President,  I  rise  to  a 
point  of  parliamentary  inquiry. 

President  KELLY — State  your  point  of  parlia- 
mentary inquiry. 

Coun.  HANNON — We  have  before  the  Execu- 
tive Committee  now,  I  think,  an  ordinance  which 
was  recommended  by  the  Committee  on  Ordinances 
and  reported  to  the  Executive  Committee  relative 
to  the  adoption  of  the  70-hour  week.  Now,  I 
think,  in  fairness  to  everybody,  both  of  these 
matters  should  be  considered  at  the  same  time. 
So  I  would  like  to  suggest  that  either  this  matter 
be  referred  to  the  Executive  Committee,  or  that 
the  other  matter  be  recalled  and  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  Ordinances. 

President  KELLY — Do  you  make  that  in  the 
form  of  a  motion?  The  Chair  has  no  objection  if 
you  wish  to  make  that  in  the  form  of  a  motion. 

Coun.  HANNON — I  move  that  this  be  referred 
to  the  Executive  Committee,  so  that  it  may  be 
considered  in  conjunction  with  the  70-hour  order. 

The  order  was  referred  to  the  Executive  Com- 
mittee. 


HKSURFACING     OF    BRADWOOD    STREET, 
WARD    20. 
Coun.  BRYAN  offered  the  following: 
Ordered,     That    the    Commissioner    of    Public 
Works  be  requested,  through  his  Honor  the  Mayor, 
to  resurface  Bradwood  street,  Ward  20. 
Passed  under  suspension  of  the  rule. 


I  At  INC     OF    ROCKLAND     STREET, 
WARD    20. 

(  oun.  BRYAN  offered  the  following: 
Ordered,    That    the    Commissioner    of    Public 
Works  be  requested,  through  his  Honor  the  Mayor, 
llrface  Rockland  street,  Ward  20. 
Passed  under  suspension  of  the  rule. 


ACCEPTANCE   OF   ACADIA    ROAD, 
WARD    20. 

Coun.  BRYAN  offered  the  following: 
Ordered,  That,  the  lioanl  of  street  Commissioners 
be  requested,    through   his   Honor  the   Mayor,   to 
accept  and   lay  out    Acadia  road,   Ward  20,   as  a 
public  highway. 

Passed  under  suspension  of  the  rule. 


ACCEPTANCE   OF   WORLEY   STREET, 
WARD   20. 

Coun.  BRYAN  offered  the  following: 
Ordered,  That  the  Board  of  Street  Commissioners 
be  requested,   through  his   Honor  the  Mayor,   to 
accept  and  lay  out  Worley  street,  Ward  20,  as  a 
public  highway. 

Passed  under  suspension  of  the  rule. 


ACCEPTANCE  OF  HODGDON  TERRACE 
WARD  20. 

Coun.  BRYAN  offered  the  following: 
Ordered,  That  the  Board  of  Street  Commissioners 
be  requested,   through  his   Honor  the   Mayor,   to 
accept  and  lay  out  Hodgdon  terrace,  Ward  20,  as 
a  public  highway. 

Passed  under  suspension  of  the  rule. 


ACCEPTANCE   OF   RUMFORD    ROAD, 
WARD   20. 

Coun.  BRYAN  offered  the  following: 
Ordered,  That  the  Board  of  Street  Commissioners 
be  requested,   through  his  Honor  the  Mayor,   to 
accept  and  lay  out  Rumford  road,  Ward  20,  as  a 
public  highway. 

Passed  under  suspension  of  the  rule. 


ACCEPTANCE   OF   GOETHE   STREET, 
WARD   20. 

Coun.  BRYAN  offered  the  following: 
Ordered,  That  the  Board  of  Street  Commissioners 
be  requested,   through  his  Honor  the  Mayor,   to 
accept  and  lay  out  Goethe  street,  Ward  20,  as  a 
public  highway. 

Passed  under  suspension  of  the  rule. 


LOAN  TO  GREAT  BRITAIN. 

Coun.  KINSELLA  offered  the  following: 

Whereas,  The  first  duty  of  the  American  Govern- 
ment should  be  to  the  American  nation.  Not  one 
cent  of  the  American  taxpayers'  money  should  be 
given  away  to  any  foreign  government  until  every 
American  wage  earner  is  secure  in  a  job  which 
pays  him  a  living  family  wage;  and 

Whereas,  The  proposed  "loan"  is  dishonest. 
The  application  "loan"  is  in  itself  dishonest. 
You  know,  we  know,  and  the  State  Department 
knows,  that  this  is  a  grant  of  the  American  tax- 
payers' money.     If  not,  why  the  escape  clauses ;  and 

Whereas,  The  proposed  loan  is  un-American. 
Our  forefathers  fought  a  war  (out  of  which  came 
our  Great  Republic)  on  the  principle  "No  Repre- 
sentation, no  Taxation."  To  place  the  burden  of 
the  payment  of  this  huge  grant  upon  the  shoulders 
of  Americans  yet  unborn  is  certainly  taxation 
without  representation;  and 

Whereas,  The  proposed  "loan"  is  unsound. 
Should  we  give  this  money  to  Britain,  and  Russia 
applied  for  a  similar  amount  on  the  same  terms, 
and  we  refused,  Russia  could  rightfully  accuse  us 
of  participating  in  an  "Economic  Alliance"  with 
Britain,  to  deprive  her  of  her  rightful  share  of 
world  trade,  thus  causing  distrust,  and  in  distrust 
is  sown  the  seed  of  future  war;  and 

Whereas,  The  proposed  "loan"  is  undemocratic. 
At  the  present  moment  guns  bought  and  paid  for 
with  American  dollars  are  pouring  death  and  de- 
struction on  the  people  of  Java  and  French  Indo- 
China,  because  the  natives  in  those  countries  believe 
in  the  principles  of  the  Four  Freedoms.  British 
guns,  bought  and  paid  for  with  American  dollars, 
are  shooting  down  Jews  in  Palestine,  because 
Britain  feels  it  is  to  her  economic  advantage  to 
play      ball     with     the     Arabs.     With     American 
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taxpayers'  money  she  is  maintaining  a  puppet 
Parliament  in  Northeast  Ireland,  which  subjects 
half  a  million  Irish  Catholics  to  unheard  of  hard- 
ships. With  American  taxpayers'  money  she  is 
keeping  India  in  subjection.  -We  feel  it  is  time  to 
stop  using  our  money  for  such  un-American 
purposes;  and  therefore  be  it 

Resolved,  That  the  Boston  City  Council,  in 
meeting  assembled,  on  this  the  fourth  day  of 
February,  nineteen  hundred  and  forty-six,  records 
itself  unanimously  in  disapproval  of  the  con- 
templated loan  to  Great  Britain  or  to  other  foreign 
governments  or  people  until  adequate  provisions 
are  made  for  the  needs  of  the  United  States  of 
America   and   its    citizens. 

Coun.  KINSELLA — Mr.  President,  it  is 
extremely  difficult  to  get  wound  up  on  this.  A 
year  or  two  ago  it  was  a  simple  matter,  but  today 
because  of  the  dispirited 

Coun.  SULLIVAN— Mr.  President. 

President  KELLY — For  what  purpose  does  the 
gentleman  rise? 

Coun.  SULLIVAN — Shouldn't  this  resolution 
here  be  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Rules? 

President  KELLY — Your  point  of  order  is 
well  taken. 

Coun.   SULLIVAN— I  press  it,   Mr.  President. 

Coun.  KINSELLA — I  ask  unanimous  consent 
to  make  a  statement. 

President  KELLY — I  am  going  to  refer  the 
order  to  the  Committee  on  Rules,  and,  of  course, 
there  is  no  debate.  Councilor  Kinsella  now  asks 
unanimous  consent  to  make  a  statement. 

Coun.  SULLIVAN— Mr.  President,  I  would 
just  ask  you  to  ask  the  chairman  of  the  Rules 
Committee  to  give  the  new  interpretation  of  the 
rules  that  we  have  just  accepted  here  relative  to 
such  matters. 

President  KELLY — Councilor  Sullivan,  I  might 
answer  you  by  saying  that  no  unanimous  consent 
is  permissible  to  speak  on  the  order  the  councilor 
just  introduced.  He  may  have  another  reason 
for  asking  unanimous  consent  to  make  a  statement, 
and  that  is  why  I  recognized  him. 

Coun.  KINSELLA— Mr.  President,  a  point  of 
order. 

President  KELLY — State  your  point  of  order. 

Coun.  KINSELLA — I  am  not  going  to  speak 
on  this  or  any  other  order  by  any  underhand 
methods.  Naturally,  the  councilor  knows  what 
I  am  to  speak  on,  if  there  is  no  objection.  In 
regard  to  the  rules  just  announced,  are  we  to 
understand  those  rules  are  in  effect  now,  or  to  be 
accepted  when  in  printed  form? 

President  KELLY — We  have  just  accepted 
them  now,  so  they  are  effective  now. 

Coun.  KINSELLA — I  still  ask  unanimous 
consent  to  make  a  statement. 

Coun.  SULLIVAN — I  am  reserving  my  right 
to  object.  According  to  our  rules  he  cannot' 
speak  on  this  resolution  on  unanimous  consent. 

President  KELLY — I  realize  that.  I  will  rule 
him  out  of  order. 

Coun.  KINSELLA — I  here  withdraw  my 
request,  in  view  of  the  fact  that  everyone  knows 
what  I  am  going  to  talk  about,  and  I  won't  do  it 
by  subterfuge. 

The  resolutions  were  referred  to  the  Committee 
on  Rules. 


CLEARING   OF   SIDEWALKS   AND 
STREETS, 

Coun.  RUSSO  offered  the  following: 
Ordered,  That  the  Police  Commissioner  be 
directed  by  his  Honor  the  Mayor  to  enforce  the 
city  ordinance  relative  to  cleaning  sidewalks  after 
a  snowstorm,  section  44,  chapter  39,  and  its  amend- 
ments, chapter  40,  Ordinances  of  1939. 

Ordered,  That  the  Public  Works  Commissioner 
be  requested,  through  his  Honor  the  Mayor,  to 
immediately  clear  all  streets  of  ice  and  snow  or  to 
sand  same. 

Ordered,  That  the  Superintendent  of  Public 
Buildings  be  requested,  through  his  Honor  the 
Mayor,  to  take  immediate  steps  to  have  all  side- 
walks fronting  public  buildings  cleared  of  ice  and 
snow. 

Coun.  RUSSO — Mr.  President,  as  you  will  see, 
I  am  referring  not  only  to  the  individual  owners 
of  individual  homes,  but  also  in  so  far  as  any  real 
estate  owned  by  the  City  of  Boston  is  concerned, 
and  to  the  streets  of  our  city  being  in  the  con- 
dition  that   they   are   today.     In   doing   so,    Mr. 


President,  I  have  in  mind  that  unless  the  whole 
three  sections  are  combined  we  will  not  have 
achieved  the  purpose  that  we  set  out  to  achieve. 
By  that  I  mean  that  we  have  to  have  the  coopera- 
tion of  the  city  for  the  citizens.  The  sidewalks 
of  pur  city  today  are  in  a  very  deplorable  con- 
dition. Ever  since  the  last  snowstorm  the  indi- 
vidual owner  seems  to  take  it  for  granted  that 
there  is  nothing  he  should  do  in  order  to  protect 
the  pedestrians  who  walk  on  the  sidewalk — to 
protect  them  so  that  no  injury  may  result  to 
their  body,  or  even  to  the  extent  of  the  loss  of 
their  life.  Therefore,  I  feel  that  the  Police  Com- 
missioner, through  his  department,  ought  to 
enforce  our  ordinance  where  it  states  that  snow  or 
ice  should  be  removed  or  leveled  off  or  sanded, 
or  ashes  thrown  on,  so  at  least  to  make  it  safe 
for  the  individual  to  walk  on  our  sidewalks. 
The  same  condition  exists  on  our  streets.  It  is 
a  shame  for  the  streets  and  sidewalks  of  our  city 
to  be  left  in  such  a  condition  after  a  snowstorm 
which  is  over  a  week  old,  and  unless  something 
is  done  I  say  that  our  City  Hospital  is  going 
to  be  filled  up  with  more  accidents  than  have 
occurred  up  to  today,  and  something  ought  to  be 
done,  and  done  right  away.  And  I  hope  that 
these  three  departments  will  take  action  on  it 
and  give  results,  so  that  we  can  clear  our  streets 
and  sidewalks. 

The  orders  were  severally  passed  under  suspen- 
sion of  the  rule. 


LICENSES   FOR   SUNDAY   SALE   OF 
LIQUOR. 

Coun.  RUSSO  offered  the  following: 

Ordered,  That  the  Licensing  Board  of  the 
City  of  Boston  be  requested,  through  his  Honor 
the  Mayor,  to  revoke  all  licenses  for  the  sale  of 
alcoholic  beverages  on  Sundays  and  to  grant  no 
further  licenses  for  Sunday  sales. 

Coun.  RUSSO — Mr.  President,  we  have  come 
to  a  point  where  no  consideration  is  given  by  the 
Licensing  Board  as  to  where  these  seven-day  licenses 
should  be  granted.  It  seems  to  me  that  it  makes 
no  difference  to  them  who  opposes  or  who  is  in 
favor  of  such  licenses.  They  have  no  considera- 
tion as  to  the  location  where  these  licenses  are 
granted.  They  have  no  consideration  for  the 
children  who  live  in  the  near  vicinity.  It  is  bad 
enough  to  have  a  condition  existing  six  days  out 
of  the  week,  without  having  it  granted  on  the 
seventh  day,  on  the  holyday,  which  is  a  day  that 
should  be  observed.  I  realize,  Mr.  President, 
that  however  they  may  be  protected  by  law, 
they  can  sell  or  transfer  their  licenses.  Neverthe- 
less, it  is  becoming  a  racket,  Mr.  President.  You 
and  I  cannot  go  out  and  buy  a  license  unless  we 
have  $30,000,  $40,000,  $50,000.  I  know  where 
licenses  have  been  sold  where  perhaps  only  $6,000 
or  $8,000  of  liquor  and  various  other  equipment 
may  be  in  the  premises,  and  licenses  sold  as  high  as 
$40,000.  How  can  you  or  I,  and  how  can  any 
one  of  the  boys  who  has  been  discharged,  or  who 
will  be  discharged,  from  the  service,  be  able  to 
acquire  a  license,  in  providing  for  themselves  and 
their  families?  It  is  only  a  matter  of  who  has 
the  money,  and  who  can  pay  for  it,  and  who  goes 
up  there  to  see  that  the  license  is  granted.  I  sub- 
mit this  ought  to  stop,  and  stop  right  away. 
And  the  only  way  we  ca  n  do  it  is  to  start  eliminating 
liquor  sales  Sunday.  You  and  I  know  most  of 
these  places,  these  so-called  cafes — I  would  like 
you,  Mr.  President,  or  anyone  else  to  go  in  and 
find  out  how  much  food  they  have  and  what  sales 
they  make.  When  is  this  going  to  stop?  Is  there 
no  limit?  If  they  don't  stop,  I  say  that  the 
City  Council  of  Boston  ought  to  ask  the  Corpora- 
tion Counsel  to  draw  up  legislation  whereby  the 
authority  invested  in  the  Licensing  Board  would 
be  eliminated,  and  be  given  where  it  belongs, — 
to  the  Mayor  and  the  City  Council  of  the  city. 
It  is  about  time  something  should  be  done  and  this 
racket  stopped  once  and  for  all. 

Coun.  KEENAN — Speaking  on  the  order  of 
Councilor  Russo,  I  am  going  to  ask  that  that  be 
sent  to  the  Committee  on  Licenses. 

Coun.  KINSELLA— Mr.  President,  a  point  of 
order. 

President  KELLY — State  your  point  of  order. 

Coun.  KINSELLA — That  is  not  a  subject 
matter  for  the  Committee  on  Licenses. 

President  KELLY — Your  point  of  order  is 
well  taken,  and  the  Chair  is  going  to  ask  Coun- 
cilor Keenan  if  he  won't  make  a  motion  to  refer 
it  to  the  Executive  Session. 
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CITY     COUNCIL. 


Coun.  KEEN  \.\  1  ask  that  ii  be  referred  to  the 
Committee  on    I  egislat ixc   M:u tei 

President  KELLY     Thai  is  a  proper  motion 

Coun.  RUSSO— Talking  on  the  motion,  if  I 
may. 

President  KELLY  To  be  referred  to  the  Com 
mittet  on  Legislative  Matters? 

Coun.  RUSSO — Iii  so  far  as  the  order  itself  is 
concerned  I  don'1  feel  that  it  is  a  matter  of  legis- 
lation at  this  time  because,  according  to  law,  the 
full  power  rests  upon  the  Licensing  Board,  and 
they  are  the  lasi  say-so.  They  max  or  may  not 
issue  licenses  for  seven  days;  and  they  may  revoke 
ilicni  if  they  so  desire.  So  I  don't  see  any  reason 
at  this  time  for  this  order  of  mine  being  sent  to 
: 1 1 1 >  committee.  I  feel  that  that  could  be  taken  up 
with  the  Licensing  Hoard,  to  heed  to  the  nanus! 
of  the  City  Council.  And  I  feel,  Mr.  President, 
that  all  the  clergy  will  be  interested  in  this,  because 
I  feel  that  day  in  and  day  out  we  are  forgetting 
the  Sabbath  Day.  Let  us  go  back  a  little  while. 
It  will  not  hurt  any  one  of  us. 

Coun.  iMUCHNICK— Mr.  President,  without 
attempting  at  this  time  to  go  into  the  merits  of 
the  charges  made  by  the  councilor  from  the 
Ward  3  district  (Coun.  Russo),  it  seems  to  me, 
after  consultation  with  my  colleague  on  the  left 
(Coun.  Cook),  that  this  matter  should  properly 
go  to  the  Utiles  Committee,  and  if  Councilor 
Keenan  has  no  objection  I  would  like  to  substitute 
a  motion  that  it  go  to  the  Committee  on  Rules 
for  the  motion  that  it  go  to  the  Committee  on 
Legislative  Matters. 

President  KELLY — Does  Councilor  Keenan 
want  to  withdraw  that  motion? 

Coun.  KEENAN— Yes. 

Coun.  MUCHNICK — I  make  a  motion  that 
this  matter  be  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Rules. 

Coun.  RUSSO — I  am  wondering  whether  or  not 
— not  that  I  have  any  objection  as  to  what  com- 
mittee you  want  to  send  it  in  to — it  makes  no 
difference — but  I  am  wondering  whether  or  not 
the  Committee  on  Rules  is  the  proper  committee 
for  it  to  be  sent  in  to,  and  if  this  is  not  the  direct 
business  of  the  City  Council.  I  feel  that  any 
orders  or  resolutions  to  be  sent  to  the  Rules  Com- 
mittee should  be  sent  when  there  is  any  question 
of  doubt  that  it  is  a  city  function  or  city  business. 
I  feel  this  is  city  business.  It  affects  the  entire 
city,  and  the  sole  jurisdiction  on  this  question 
rests  with  the  Licensing  Board. 

President  KELLY — Councilor,  I  might  say  I 
felt  the  same  way  that  you  did,  but  the  majority 
of  the  Council  can  send  it  to  any  committee  they 
see  fit  to. 

The  question  came  on  referring  the  matter 
to  the  Committee  on  Rules,  and  it  was  so  referred. 

Coun.  RUSSO — I  doubt  the  vote,  and  ask  for  a 
roll  call. 

President  KELLY — Councilor  Russo,  you  need 
two  other  gentlemen  to  go  along  with  you  for  a 
roll  call.  All  those  in  favor  of  a  roll  call  please 
rise.  The  Chair  rises  and  Councilor  Russo  rises, 
so  you  are  one  short. 

Coun.  RUSSO— Mr.  President. 

President  KELLY — For  what  purpose  does  the 
gentleman  rise? 

Coun.  RUSSO — I  ask  for  a  standing  vote. 

Cbun.  COOK — Mr.  President,  a  point  of 
information. 

President  KELLY — State  your  point  of  infor- 
mation. 

Coun.  COOK — I  don't  know  what  rule  says  we 
can  have  a  standing  vote.  All  I  know  are  the 
rules  read  by  the  chairman  of  the  Rules  Com- 
mittee, and  by  those  we  have  a  voice  vote  and  a 
yea  and  nay  vote.  By  what  rule  are  we  allowed 
10  have  a  standing  vote? 

President  KELLY — Your  point  is  well  taken, 
councilor. 

Coun.  RUSSO — Mr.  President,  I  realize  if  I 
ask  for  any  roll  call  it  max  put  some  of  the  coun- 
cilor in  a  peculiar  position,  where  it  has  been  a 
precedent  that  a  standing  vote  has  been  taken  in 
i  lie  ( louncil. 

President  KELLY— The  Chair  wants  to  be  fair, 
councilor.  The  Chaii  wants  to  be  fair  with  every 
councilor,  We  have  laken  a  vote  to  refer  the 
mat  Pi  to  the  Committee  on  Rules,  and  there  is  no 
debate.  I  want  to  be  fair  with  everybody,  and 
give  you  lote  of  room.  There  is  no  debate  once  a 
mattei    ha-   been   referred   to   the  Committee  on 

Rules.      I   want   to  be  fait   with  you. 

Tin-  order  stood  referred  to  the  Committee  on 

Huh-. 


I1ETTER    SERVICE    BY   ELEVATED. 

Coun.  CHASE  offered  (he  following: 

Ordered,  That  the  Boston  Elevated  Railway 
Company  be  requested,  through  his  Honor  the 
Mayor,  to  make  immediate  arrangements  for 
providing  heller  street  car  service  on  the  Hunting- 
ton avenue  subway  line,  by  using  more  cars  and 
better  timing  of  slops. 

Coun.  CHASE — Mr.  President,  the  street  cat- 
service  on  the  Huntington  avenue  subway  line  is 
about  the  worst  you  can  get  in  the  whole  stale. 
It  is  all  due  primarily  to  the  Boston  Elevated 
Railway  Company's  failure  to  provide  more  street 
cars.  I  have  seen  on  more  than  one  occasion 
three  or  four  street  cars  loaded  right  up,  people 
packed  in  like  sardines,  whirl  through  Mechanics 
hall  station,  leaving  hundreds  of  passengers  on 
the  subway  platform'.  I  think,  Mr.  President, 
the  Boston  Elevated  Railway  Trustees  should 
personally  endeavor  to  do  something  about  the 
proper  management  of  the  railway  company.  In 
my  opinion,  the  railway  company  has  a  colossal 
nerve  to  attempt  to  provide  de  luxe  bus  service 
from  the  airport  to  the  Statler  Hotel  when  they 
can't  provide  better  transportation  facilities  for 
the  average  rank  and  file  of  800,000  citizens  in 
Boston.  There  have  not  only  been  complaints  in 
my  district  on  this  subway  line,  but  it  extends 
away  up  into  Roxbury  and  Jamaica  Plain.  Mr. 
President,  I  hope  the  trustees  of  the  Elevated 
realize  that  they  have  a  public  duty  to  perform; 
I  hope  they  realize  that  they  are  running  a  cor- 
poration which  is  in  the  nature  of  a  quasi-public 
institution;  I  hope  they  realize  it  is  the  taxpayers 
who  are  paying  the  dividends  and  paying  their 
salaries.  And  I  hope,  sir,  they  will  give  those 
taxpayers  the  service  that  they  are  entitled  to. 

Coun.  MUCHNICK— Mr.  President. 

President  KELLY — Talking  on  the  order, 
councilor. 

Coun.  MUCHNICK — It  seems  to  me  that  the 
very  praiseworthy  order  just  introduced  by 
Councilor  Chase  could  very  easily  be  amended 
to  include  every  part  of  the  City  of  Boston,  where 
the  service  is  fully  as  bad  as  the  service  which  he 
describes  in  his  district.  And  if  there  is  no 
objection  on  the  part  of  Councilor  Chase,  I  would 
like  to  amend  this  to  include  the  entire  system  of 
the  Boston  Elevated  Railway  in  Greater  Boston. 

Coun.  RUSSO — Will  you  have  the  clerk  read 
the  order  again? 

(The  order  was  again  read  by  the  clerk.) 

President  KELLY — Do  you  accept  that  amend- 
ment, Councilor  Chase? 

Coun.  CHASE — What  is  the  amendment? 

President  KELLY— That  it  will  include  the 
whole  City  of  Boston? 

Coun.  CHASE — You  might  tack  that  on  after 
my  order. 

President  KELLY— Yes. 

Coun.  HURLEY — Speaking  on  the  order,  Mr. 
President.  For  the  last  five  or  six  years  I  have 
endeavored  to  get  proper  bus  service  in  the  whole 
of  my  district,  and  especially  the  service  connect- 
ing St.  Helena's  House.  It  is  a  place  similar  to 
the  Franklin  Square  House,  where  working  girls 
are  lodged.  The  bus  station  at  the  nearest 
approach  to  this  particular  place  is  Washington 
and  Union  Park  streets,,  at  the  Cathedral,  and 
going  in  town  there  is  no  shelter  whatsoever. 
Girls  have  left  that  home  in  the  morning  and 
walked  up  Harrison  avenue  in  wet  and  snowy 
weather,  and  have  waited  there  and  seen  bus 
after  bus  pass,  and  leave  them,  and  finally,  when 
they  are  picked  up,  they  are  drenched,  and  go  to 
work,  and  finally  develop  colds  and  pneumonia. 
I  had  no  success  at  all  until  about  a  year  ago,  as  a 
result  of  the  war  effort,  they  decided  then  they 
would  have  a  bus  leave  Northampton  and  Wash- 
ington streets,  to  East  Concord,  and  down  Harri- 
son avenue  to  St.  Helena's,  and  up  Union  Park, 
and  then  proceed  to  Dover  street.  It  was  a 
shuttle  line  between  the  two  stations.  They  put 
on  a  single  bus  there  in  the  morning,  between  the 
hours  of  seven  and  nine,  and  then  again  between 
the  hours  of  four  and  six.  That  particular  dis- 
trict, Mr.  President,  has  been  a  run-down,  vacated 
district  for  the  past  twenty-five  years.  There 
were  numerous  up  and  coming  plants  at  that  time. 
Included  was  one  of  the  big  piano  companies  of 
the  country,  the  Everett  Piano  Company.  As 
I  stated,  it  had  been  run-down  and  vacated,  and 
it  was  empty.  But,  since  the  war  the  buildings 
have  been  remodeled  and  put  to  use,  and  thousands 
of  people  are  employed  in  the  district.  That  one 
bus,    starting    from    Northampton    street,    would 
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take  on  probably  twenty-five  to  thirty  people. 
And,  mind  you,  thousands  of  people  were  employed 
that  had  to  be  at  work  at  a  special  hour,  between 
seven  and  eight  o'clock,  and  by  the  time  the  bus 
made  that  route  down  to  Dover  street  and  back, 
it  was  probably  twenty  minutes  or  halt  an  hour, 
and  the  people  would  be  late.  They  would  pro- 
ceed then,  walking  a  distance  of  one-half  or  three- 
quarters  of  a  mile,  through  rain  and  snow,  and 
then  they,  too,  were  refusing  to  go  to  work  when 
they  missed  the  bus  or  couldn't  get  bus  service, 
and  they  were  going  home,  which  was  retarding 
the  efforts  in  promoting  the  war.  And  I  spoke  to 
Mr.  Dana  at  this  particular  time,  about  two 
months  ago,  and  I  said  to  Mr.  Dana,  "It  was 
only  a  few  years  ago,  in  the  past  few  years,  you 
had  spotters  and  inspectors  through  our  district 
hauling  taxi  drivers  into  court,  and  telling  the 
court  that  these  people  were  making  the  deficit 
larger  because  they  were  stealing  riders  from  the 
Boston  Elevated."  Now,  in  turn,  they  want  to 
furnish  de  luxe  service  to  the  East  Boston  airport. 
They  are  going  away  from  their  own  line  of  busi- 
ness, a  ten-cent  carfare,  to  a  specialized  line  of 
service  at  a  twenty-five-cent  fare.  But  the  Super- 
intendent of  Transportation  of  the  Boston  Ele- 
vated Railway  informed  me  a  few  months  ago, 
"  We  would  like  to  put  out  more  buses.  We  know 
it  is  imperative  for  the  welfare  of  that  community 
and  the  business  in  the  district  that  we  should 
have  more  buses,  but  what  are  we  going  to  do? 
We  can't  get  buses:"  But  still  they  are  going 
along  with  the  idea  of  going  into  a  specialized 
line  of  transportation  that  they,  in  turn,  two 
years  ago  were  depriving  the  cab  drivers  from 
butting  in  on  their  business,  but  it  is  all  right  for 
them  to  go  and  butt  into  the  cab  drivers'  business. 
I  hope  that  this  order  will  pass,  and  I  hope  there 
will  be  something  in  back  of  it  that  will  force 
the  trustees  of  the  Boston  Elevated  Railway  to 
give  the  people  of  Boston  a  break — not  the  people 
coming  into  East  Boston  airport  from  all  over 
New  England  and  all  over  the  country,  giving 
them  specialized,  low-priced  service,  that  does 
not  contribute  one  cent  to  building  up  or  paying 
the  bills  of  the  Elevated  Railway.  It  is  our 
duty  to  support  the  Elevated  and  pay  their  deficits, 
and  I  think  the  first  consideration  of  the  Boston 
Elevated  should  be  the  comfort  and  safety  of  the 
patrons  of  the  Boston  Elevated  line,  those  living 
in  the  area  that  they  will  get  their  taxes  from. 

The  order  was  amended  by  the  addition  of  the 
words:  "and  to  make  similar  improvement  in 
service  throughout  the  entire  Elevated  system  -in 
Boston,"  and,  as  so  amended,  was  passed  under 
suspension  of  the  rule. 


REPLACING    OF    CERTAIN    GAS    LAMPS,. 
WARD    11,   BY   ELECTRICITY. 

Coun.  MORIARTY  offered  the  following: 
Ordered,  That  the  Commissioner  of  Public 
Works  be  requested,  through  his  Honor  the  Mayor, 
to  replace  the  present  gas  lamps  on  School  street 
and  School  Street  place,  Ward  11,  with  modern 
electric  lights. 

Passed  under  suspension  of  the  rule. 


REPORT     OF     COMMITTEE     ON     PUBLIC 
SAFETY. 

Coun.  KINSELLA,  for  the  Committee  on 
Public  Safety,  submitted  the  following: 

Report  on  order  (referred  January  28)  that  the 
Mayor  confer  with  trustees  of  Boston  Elevated  to 
consider  practicability  of  covering  the  so-called 
third  rail  throughout  entire  Elevated  system — 
recommending  that  same  ought  to  pass. 

Report  accepted;  said  order  passed.     ■ 


REPLACING    OF    FORMER    NEW     HEATH 
STREET   STOP. 

Coun.  MORIARTY  offered  the  following: 
Ordered,  That  the  trustees  of  the  Boston 
Elevated  Railway  Company  be  requested,  through 
his  Honor  the  Mayor,  to  restore  the  street  car  stop 
which  was  formerly  located  approximately  oppo- 
site 1399  Columbus  avenue,  at  New  Heath  street, 
and  which  is  in  a  well  lighted  area,  to  replace  the 
present  stop  which  is  about  opposite  1407  Columbus 
avenue,  on  the  further  side  of  New  Heath  street. 
Passed  under  suspension  of  the  rule. 


REFUNDING   OF   LICENSE   FEE   TO 
SOMERSET   HOTEL,    INC. 

Coun.  HURLEY  offered  the  following: 

Resolved,  That  the  City  Council  of  Boston 
hereby  favors  the  enactment  of  legislation  to 
permit  the  refunding  of  a  license  fee  paid  by 
Somerset  Hotel,  Inc.,  provided  that  such  legisla- 
tion contains  a  referendum  to  the  Mayor  and  City 
Council. 

Coun.  MUCHNICK— This  was  introduced  by 
Councilor  Hurley  at  my  request,  in  view  of  the 
fact  that  I  am  counsel  for  the  petitioner  for  the 
legislation,  and  I  would  like  to  have  it  noted  in 
the  records  that  I  am  not  voting  on  the  resolution. 

The  resolution  was  referred  to  the  Committee 
on  Legislative  Matters. 


REPORT    OF    COMMITTEE    ON    LEGISLA- 
TIVE  MATTERS. 

Coun.  HANNON,  for  the  Committee  on  Legis- 
lative Matters,  submitted  the  following: 

1.  Report  on  resolve  (referred  January  28) 
that  Council  favors  enactment  of  legislation 
entitled  "An  Act  Relative  to  Retirement  of 
Elected  Officers  in  Suffolk  County" — recom- 
mending that  same  ought  to  pass. 

Report  accepted;  said  resolution  passed. 

2.  Report  on  order  (referred  January  7)  that 
the  Corporation  Counsel  be  requested  to  draw 
legislation  to  be  presented  to  Legislature  to  amend 
City  Charter  so  that  the  Council  by  a  two-thirds 
vote  can  override  the  Mayor's  veto — that  same 
ought  to  pass. 

Report  accepted;  said  order  passed. 

3.  Report  on  order  (referred  January  28)  to 
increase  annuity  payment  to  widow  of  Charles  E. 
Deininger — that  same  ought  to  pass. 

Report  accepted;  said  order  passed. 

4.  Report  on  resolve  (referred  January  28) 
relative  to  increasing  to  SI, 000  a  year  the  annuities 
of  widows  of  policemen  and  firemen  receiving  less 
than  that  amount — recommending  passage  of 
accompanying  new  draft,  viz. : 

Resolved,  That  the  City  Council  of  Boston 
hereby  approves  the  enactment  of  legislation  to 
amend  chapter  672  of  the  Acts  of  1945,  which 
increased  to  $1,000  the  annuities  payable  to  the 
widows  of  policemen  and  firemen  of  the  City  of 
Boston  who  were  killed  or  died  from  injuries 
received  in  the  performance  of  their  duty  so  as  to 
provide  that  said  increase  shall  also  apply  to  the 
widows  of  policemen  and  firemen  whose  annuities 
were  granted  under  special  acts;  provided  that 
such  legislation  includes  a  referendum  to  the 
Mayor  and  City  Council. 

Report  accepted;  said  resolution  passed. 


FIRE   BOX,    WARD    12. 

Coun.  COOK  offered  the  following: 

Ordered,  That  the  Fire  Commissioner  be  re- 
quested, through  his  Honor  the  Mayor,  to  establish 
a  fire  box  in  the  vicinity  of  Warren,  Moreland, 
St.  James  and  Cliff  streets,  Ward  12. 

Passed  under  suspension  of  the  rule. 


LEASING   OF  HULL   SCHOOL. 

Coun.  COOK  and  HANNON  offered  the  follow- 
ing: 

Ordered,  That  the  School  Committee  be,  and 
hereby  is,  authorized  to  lease  to  the  Cherry  Valley 
Post  No.  5489,  Veterans  of  Foreign  Wars,  the  Hull 
School,  Quincy  street,  Roxbury,  upon  such  terms 
and  conditions  as  said  Committee  may  deem 
advisable. 

Passed  under  suspension  of  the  rule. 


PAYMENT    TO    MOTHER    OF     HENRY    F. 
O'BRIEN. 

Coun.  HANNON  offered  the  following: 
Resolved,  That  the  City  Council  of  the  City  of 
Boston  hereby  favors  the  enactment  of  legislation 
relative  to  payment  of  sum  of  money  to  mother  of 
Henry  F.  O'Brien,  killed  at  Long  Island  Hospital; 
provided  that  such  legislation  contains  a  referen- 
dum to  the  Mayor  and  City  Council. 

Referred  to  Committee  on  Legislative  Matters. 
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CITY     COUNCIL. 


CONSTRUCTION   OF  SAVIN    hill 
BATH   HOUSE. 

Coun.  HANNON  offered  the  following: 
Ordered,  Thai  his  Honor  the  Mayor  direcl  fche 
Park  Commissions  to  proceed  forthwith  bo  oarrj 
out  the  plans,  already  approved,  for  the  construc- 
tion of  the  bath  house  at  Savin  Hill  Beach, 
Passed  undai  suspension  of  the  rule. 


PHANKS   TO   SCHOOL    COMMITTEE, 

Conn.  HANNON  offered  the  following; 

Ordered.  Thai  the  thanks  of  the  City  Council  be 
extended  to  the  Chairman  and  members  of  the 
Boston  School  Committee  for  the  prompt  action 
concerning  the  arrest  of  the  parents  of  truant 
children. 

Passed  under  suspension  of  the  rule. 


CONGRATULATIONS    TO     CHIEF   JUSTICE 
HIGGINS. 

Coun.  HANNON  and  RUSSO  offered  the 
following: 

Whereas,  The  citizenry  of  Boston  has  been 
honored  by  the  selection  of  one  of  its  outstanding 
sons,  the  Honorable  John  P.  Higgins,  Chief  Justice 
of  the  Superior  Court  of  Massachusetts,  for  ap- 
pointment to  the  highly  important  post  of  United 
States  Representative  on  the  International  Mili- 
tary Tribunal  which  will  try  top  war  Jap  crime 
defendants;  and 

Whereas,  This  selection  by  General  MacArthur 
reflects  great  credit  on  the  members  of  the  Boston 
and  Massachusetts  Bar;  therefore,  be  it 

Resolved,  That  the  members  of  the  Boston  City 
Council,  in  meeting  assembled,  extend  their  con- 
gratulations and  good  wishes  to  Chief  Justice 
Higgins  on  his  selection  for  this  important  post, 
and  express  the  pride  and  satisfaction  of  all  citizens 
of  Boston  that  this  great  honor  should  be  bestowed 
upon  one  of  Boston's  outstanding  citizens. 

The  resolution  was  passed  under  suspension  of 
the  rule. 


RETIREMENT   OF   CITY   EMPLOYEES. 

Coun.  HANNON  offered  the  following: 
Resolved,  That  the  City  Council  of  the  City  of 
Boston  hereby  favors  the  enactment  of  legislation 
relative  to  the  retirement  of  city  employees  under 
the  terms  and  conditions  of  chapter  658  of  the 
Acts  of  1945;  provided  that  such  legislation  con- 
tains a  referendum  to  the  Mayor  and  City  Council. 
Referred  to  the  Committee  on  Legislative 
Affairs.  / 


RESURFACING   OF   TALBOT   AVENUE. 

Coun.  KEENAN  and  MUCHNICK  offered  the 
following: 

Ordered,  That  the  Commissioner  of  Public 
Works  be  requested,  through  his  Honor  the  Mayor, 
to  resurface  Talbot  avenue,  from  Codman  square 
to  Blue  Hill  avenue,  in  Wards  14  and  17. 

Passed  under  suspension  of  the  rule. 


PROPOSED    CITY   HALL   CLINIC. 

Coun.  LANE  and  MADDEN  offered  the 
following: 

Ordered,  That  his  Honor  the  Mayor  be  requested 
to  consider  the  advisability  of  establishing  a  clinic 
in  City  Hall,  or  City  Hall  Annex,  to  be  staffed  by  a 
doctor  and  nurse  during  all  regular  business  hours, 
for  the  emergency  treatment  of  all  employees  of 
the  city  and  for  the  accommodation  and  treat- 
ment of  the  many  thousands  of  persons  who  visit 
these  municipal  departments  during  the  year, 
and  who  Blight  be  stricken  while  in  the  buildings, 
or  in  the  immediate  vicinity  of  the  City  Hall 
buildings. 

Conn,  LANK-  Mr.  President  and  fellow  mem- 
bers of  the  Council,  the  health  of  the  people  of 
our  community  has  always  been  of  vital  import- 
ance, and  with  that  in  mind,  in  coordination 
with   my  fellow   councilor  from    Ward  22    (Coun. 


Madden),    we    have    seen     lit     to    introduce    this 
order    requesting    his    Honor    the    Mayor    to    take 

in idiate    steps    to    establish    within    the    City 

Hall,  or  in  the  Annex  building,  an  up-to-date 
clinic,  staffed  by  an  accepted,  trained  nurse, 
and  having  on  call  at,  all  regular  business  hours 
of  the  city  departments,  a  doctor  who  probably 
will  be  delegated  by  the  Health  Department. 
In  these  two  buildings  here,  after  making  some 
inquiries,  Councilor  Madden  and  I  have  found 
that  nearly  fifteen  hundred  people  are  regularly 
engaged  in  city  business,  on  the  city  pay  roll, 
and  yet  no  provision  lias  been  made  for  the  health 
or  security  of  the  people,  or  of  the  people  in  the 
community  that  regularly  come  to  city  depart- 
ments to  transact  business.  We  feel  that  the 
establishment  of  such  a  clinic  will  greatly  improve 
the  health  of  the  people  on  the  city  pay  roll,  and 
certainly  we  believe  also  that  steps  should  be 
immediately  taken.  The  older  members  of  this 
Council  body  and  the  attaches  of  the  Council 
recall  distinctly  the  incident,  unfortunate  as  it 
was,  that  happened  some  three  or  four  years  ago 
in  this  building,  when  the  respected  and  beloved 
Ned  Leary,  then  City  Messenger,  was  stricken, 
and  his  health  greatly  endangered,  because  of  the 
fact  that  no  first  aid  was  available  on  the  premises. 
And  I  feel,  gentlemen,  that  the  establishment 
of  a,  well-regulated  clinic,  along  sound,  intelligent, 
business  lines,  as  is  now  promoted  and  favored  and 
sponsored  by  your  leading  industrial  concerns 
and  all  insurance  companies  of  the  city,  will  at 
least  meet  with  the  favor  of  the  people.  And 
certainly  they  will  know,  if  stricken  unfortunately 
during  business  hours,  that  they  will  have  a  recog- 
nized place  where  they  can  receive  intelligent  aid. 
The  order  was  passed  under  suspension  of  the 
rule. 


STREETS   FOR   COASTING. 

Coun.  KELLY  offered  the  following: 
Ordered,  That  the  Board  of  Street  Commis- 
sioners be  requested,  through  his  Honor  the 
Mayor,  to  set  aside  streets  for  coasting  in  Ward  15, 
and  other  wards  in  the  city,  and  to  place  suitable 
signs  thereon. 

Passed  under  suspension  of  the  rule. 


SANDING   OF   ICY   SIDEWALKS. 

Coun.    CHASE   offered   the   following: 

Ordered,  That  the  Public  Works  Commissioner 
be  requested,  through  his  Honor  the  Mayor,  to 
arrange  for  the  sanding  of  all  ice-laden  crosswalks 
in  the  city;    and  be  it  further 

Ordered,  That  the  Police  Commissioner  be 
requested,  through  his  Honor  the  Mayor,  to  make 
arrangements  to  have  the  ice-laden  sidewalks 
sanded  by  the   property  owners. 

Coun.  CHASE— Mr.  President,  it  was  called  to 
my  attention  by  several  people  in  my  district 
yesterday  that  a  number  of  old  people  fell,  not 
only  on  the  sidewalks,  but  on  the  crosswalks, 
because  of  the  icy  condition.  It  would  appear 
to  me,  Mr.  President,  that  if  this  cold  spell  con- 
tinues, the  Police  Commissioner  and  the  Public 
Works  Commissioner  have  a  job  cut  out  for  them. 
And  I  believe,  Mr.  President,  in  the  future  when 
we  have  ice-covered  sidewalks  and  crosswalks 
that  the  proper  municipal  authorities  should  make 
arrangements  to  see  that  these  things  are  attended 
to  so  that  the  citizenry  will  not  fall  down  and 
injure   themselves. 

President  KELLY — Councilor  Russo  has  intro- 
duced a  similar  order,  if  there  is  no  objection. 

Coun.  KEENAN — If  the  councilor  from  Ward  4 
(Coun.  Chase)  has  no  objection,  I  would  like  to 
ask  that  the  Public  Works  Commissioner,  when 
sanding  the  streets,  include  salt  and  chlorine, 
like  the  state  does.  Every  street  in  Dorchester 
that  has  been  sanded,  the  sand  is  very  fine,  and 
even  if  they  put  half  a  foot  of  sand  on,  when  the 
wind  comes  it  blows  it  off.  The  state  has  chlorine 
in  the  sand,  and  it  stays  on  there  and  melts  the 
ice,  and  does  a  very  good  job.  And  if  the  coun- 
cilor has  no  objection,  I  would  like  to  have  that 
amendment  included  in  his  order. 

President  KELLY — Is  there  any  objection,  coun- 
cilor, to  including  the  amendment  in  your  order? 

Coun.   CHASE — No  objection. 

The  order,  amended  to  include  the  words 
"including  salt  and  chlorine",  was  passed  under 
suspension  of  the  rule. 
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INVESTIGATION    OF   ISSUANCE   OF 
SUNDAY   LIQUOR   LICENSES. 

Coun.  RUSSO  here  submitted  older  for  a  com- 
mittee of  five  to  be  appointed  by  the  President  to 
investigate  the  issuance  of  liquor  licenses  for 
Sunday. 

Coun.  KINSELLA— Talking  on  the  order. 
Well,  I  don't  like  to  quarrel  with  Joe  Russo  or 
anybody  else  so  interested  in  liquor  conditions, 
but  the  liquor  control  commission  as  conducted 
across  the  street,  at  24  School  street,  has  all  the 
legal  weapons  they  need  at  their  hands  to  control 
the  situation  by  way  of  Sunday  licenses  or  abuses 
of  licenses  on  any  days  of  the  week.  All  I  am 
interested  in  is  strict  adherence  to  rules  that  we 
went  to  some  pains  to  have  here  read  into  the 
record  toda,y.  Now,  it  isn't  with  any  spite  or 
spirit  of  revenge  that  I  offer  objection,  but  I 
can't  see  that  it  is  before  the  Body.  We  have 
no  control  over  the  situation.  I  will  ask  Councilor 
Russo  if  he  can  see  any  licensed  hotel  in  the  City 
of  Boston  that  will  come  to  us.  You  can't  set  up 
five  men  in  this  Body  to  state  the  power  of  mem- 
bers of  the  Licensing  Board,  appointed  by  the 
Governor,  members  of  the  A.  B.  C,  appointed 
by  the  Governor.  This  is  one  of  the  things  that 
is  not  properly  before  this  Body.  And  yet  I 
agree  with  his  efforts  to  clean  up  liquor  condi- 
tions which  in  some  respect  I  know  must  be 
cleaned  up  and  should  be  cleaned  up.  But  when 
an  order  clearly  comes  in  here  trying  to  delegate 
to  us  power  of  authority  that  we  do  not  have, 
I  don't  think  we  ought  to  sit  and  listen  to  it  and 
vote  on  it  perfunctorily.  On  the  other  hand,  if 
Councilor  Russo  will  place  a  resolve  before  the 
Body  recommending  legislation  that  the  State 
Legislature  give  us  authority  to  supplement  the 
work  of  the  Boston  Licensing  Board  by  setting 
up  a  body  of  five,  that  is  one  thing;  but  there 
is  no  legal  mechanics  by  which  we  can  now  take 
authority.  I  would  ask  Councilor  Russo  to 
reconsider  this  order  and  withdraw  it  until  some- 
thing more  able  can  be  presented. 

Coun.  RUSSO— Mr.  President,  the  only  thing 
in  doing  so,  as  I  stated  previously,  is  that  I  feel  a 
license  granted  to  ar  individual  is  only  a  privilege 
which  is  extended  to  him  by  the  city  or  town, 
and  therefore  I  don't  feel  that  it  should  be  made 
a  racket,  as  I  stated.  There  may  be  some  legality 
to  it,  and  it  may  be  permitted  by  law,  and  there 
may  be  some  corporations  that  sell  shares  of  the 
corporation,  and  I  am  only  trying  to  see  whether 
or  not  we  could  have  the  information  on  how 
they  go  about  it  in  granting  a  transfer  of  these 
licenses.  I  can't  see  for  the  life  of  me  how  or  when 
any  one  of  these  boys  who  are  coming  back  can 
ever  engage  in  the  liquor  business  if  they  have  to 
buy  someone  else's  interest  because  they  have  a 
license.  It  is  a  matter  that  should  be  cleared  up, 
and  I  feel  that  if  a  committee  of  five  is  appointed 
by  the  City  Council  at  least  this  committee  will 
function  and  look  into  these  matters;  and  then, 
if  they  have  a  suggestion,  to  suggest  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  Legislative  Matters  that  something 
ought  to  be  brought  out  to  change  the  law.  Then 
I  feel  that  this  committee  could  do  it. 

President  KELLY — Councilor,  I  might  say 
that  I  can  appoint  a  committee  of  five,  but  they 
would  have  no  authority  and  no  power. 

Coun.  KINSELLA — Just  to  clarify  the  matter, 
will  you  give  us  an  official  ruling  from  the  City 
Clerk  on  my  objection  that  this  matter  is  not 
properly  before  us  in  its  present  form? 

President  KELLY — Councilor  Kinsella,  if  it  is 
the  wish  of  the  Body  to  give  the  power  to  the 
Chair  of  appointing  a  committee  of  five  members, 
the  Chair  will  appoint  a  committee  of  five  mem- 
bers, but  they  will  have  no  power  as  an 
investigating  body. 

Coun.  SULLIVAN— Will  you  please  have  the 
clerk  read  the  order  again? 

(The  order  was  again  read  by  the  clerk.) 

Coun.  SULLIVAN — Speaking  on  the  order. 
The  order  is  a  very  good  one,  but  I  think  we 
have  enough  standing  committees  here  in  the 
Council  without  going  so  far  as  to  appoint  another 
committee  of  five.  And  I  think  we  have  a  Com- 
mittee on  Public  Welfare  that  this  ordinance 
could  be  referred  to,  that  stands  as  a  committee 
of  five.  None  of  our  committees  consist  of  less 
than  five  members. 

President  KELLY— I  think  I  can  clear  up  the 
situation.  I  am  going  to  rule  the  order  out  of 
order. 


Coun.  RUSSO — Mr.  President,  of  course  that 
was  drawn  up  in  just  two  seconds.  It  may  not 
be  the  legal  aspect  of  it,  but  I  had  in  mind  that 
I  wondered  if  it  is  not  the  duty  of  the  City  Council 
to  have  a  committee  where  all  these  matters  could 
go.  It  is  the  function  of  the  city.  It  is  city 
business.  It  is  something  that  is  taking  place 
within  the  city  limits.  Now,  I  was  wondering  if 
they  could  refer  that  order  there  into,  shall  I  say, 
the  Committee  on  Public  Safety? 

President  KELLY — Well,  councilor,  the  Chair 
would  suggest  that  you  reword  your  order  and 
present  a  new  order  in  its  proper  form  after  the 
executive  session. 

Coun.  RUSSO — May  I  have  leave  to  withdraw 
until  such  time  as  I  may  be  able  to  put  it  down 
in  proper  language,  and  whatever  goes  with  it? 

President  KELLY — Permission  is  granted,  if 
there  is  no  objection. 


RECESS. 

On  motion  of  Coun.  FISH,  the  Council  voted  to 
take  a  recess  at  4.15  p.  m.,  subject  to  the  call  of  the 
Chair.  The  members  reassembled  and  were  called 
to  order  by  President  KELLY  at  4.30  p.  m. 


EXECUTIVE    COMMITTEE   REPORTS. 

Coun.  FISH,  for  the  Executive  Committee, 
submitted  the  following: 

1.  Report  on  order  (referred  today)  to  discon- 
tinue two-platoon  system  in  Fire  Department — 
recommending  reference  to  the  Committee  on 
Ordinances. 

Report  on  message  of  Mayor  and  ordinance 
(referred  from  Committee  on  Ordinances  on 
January  5)  amending  chapter  6  of  Ordinances  of 
1942  concerning  hours  of  duty  for  firemen — 
recommending  reference  to  the  Committee  on 
Ordinances. 

Reports  accepted;  said  matters  both  referred 
to  the  Committee  on  Ordinances. 

2.  Report  on  message  of  Mayor  and  order 
(referred  today)  for  appropriation  of  $25,000  for 
Public  Buildings  Department  and  $23,874.19  for 
Veterans'  Rehabilitation  Division  of  Soldiers' 
Relief  Department — that  same  ought  to  pass. 

Report  accepted;  said  orders  passed,  yeas  17, 
nays  0. 

Yeas — Coun.  Bayley,  Bryan,  Cantwell,  Chase, 
Cook,  Fish,  Hannon,  Hurley,  Keenan,  Kelly, 
Kinsella,  Lane,  Madden,  McCormack,  Moriarty, 
Russo,  Sullivan — 17. 

Nays — 0. 

3.  Report  on  order  (referred  January  14) 
approving  enactment  of  legislation  in  accordance 
with  House  Bill  281  in  relation  to  hours  for  playing 
baseball  games  on  the  Lord's  Day — that  same 
ought  to  pass. 

Report  accepted;  said  order  passed. 


REPORT    OF    COMMITTEE    ON     COUNTY 
ACCOUNTS. 

Coun.  BRYAN,  for  the  Committee  on  County 
Accounts,  submitted  the  following: 

Report  on  order  (referred  to  Budget  Commis- 
sioner on  January  21  and  to  Committee  on  County 
Accounts  today)  that  compensation  and  classifica- 
tions plans  for  officers  and  employees  of  Suffolk 
County  be  amended  by  establishing  classification 
of  Nurse,  Female,  to  care  and  assist  in  needs  of 
women  inmates  of  Suffolk  County  Jail,  range  of 
salary  $2,000,  $2,100,  $2,200— that  same  ought 
to  pass. 

Report  accepted;  said  order  passed. 


APPEAL   TO    ALCOHOLIC   BEVERAGE 
COMMISSION. 

Coun.  RUSSO  offered  the  following: 
Ordered,  That  the  Corporation  Counsel  be  re- 
quested, through  his  Honor  the  Mayor,  to  draw  up 
legislation  relative  to  the  present  statutes  affect- 
ing the  change  of  existing  liquor  licenses  so  that  a 
party  aggrieved  will  have  a  right  of  appeal  to  the 
.Alcoholic  Beverage  Commission  from  all  decisions 
of  the  local  licensing  authorities. 


<>l 


CITY     COUNCIL. 


Coun.  RUSSO  Mr,  President,  in  presenting 
this  order  I  find  thai  1  am  not  of  the  same  opinion 
i-  some  of  the  councilors  might  have  been,  but  I 
was  informed  by  the  A.  B,  ('.  Commission  that 
when  a  license  was  granted  for  the  Sabbath  Day 
in  the  City  of  Boston  by  the  Licensing  Board,  thai 
decision  is  final.  1  feel  thai  the  individual 
aggrieved  should  have  an  opportunity  of  appealing 
tin'  decision  of  the  Licensing  Board 

Coun.  CHASE  Mr.  President,  will  the  gentle- 
man yield  for  a  question? 

President  KELLY — Do  you  wish  to  yield  for  a 
question,  councilor? 

Coun.  RUSSO— I  will  yield. 

President  KELLY     State youi  question. 

Coun.  CHASE — Does  the  order  mean  by  "  party 
aggrieved"  one  who  has  been  denied  the  license 
01  one  who  lias  been  affected  by  the  planting  of  the 
license? 

Coun.  KESSO — I  moan  the  one  who  opposed  a 
license,  and  then  the  Licensing  Board  gives  a 
license,  that  that  individual  has  a  right  to  appeal. 
In  other  words,  the  people  have  a  right  to  appeal. 
The  decision  of  no  board  should  lie  final.  We 
have  courts  of  appeal.  I  want  to  relate  just  one 
particular  case.  In  the  six  years  I  have  been  on 
the  Council  I  have  never  opposed  any  license,  any 
liquor  license,  whatsoever,  because  I  feel  that  that 
is  the  duty  of  the  Licensing  Board,  and  therefore 
give  them  all  the  authority,  in  the  hope  that  they 
will  do  a  good  job  at  it.  You  and  I  receive  letters 
from  the  Licensing  Board,  and  they  ask  you  if  you 
are  opposed  to  please  so  state.  On  this  particular 
instance  I  did  not  oppose  the  six-day  license, 
because  I  feel  that  that  is  the  duty  of  the  Licensing 
Board,  to  decide  if  they  should  have  the  license  or 
not.     And  I  don't  want  to  deprive  any  individual 


of  making  a  livelihood.  So  I  hey  asked  for  a  six- 
day  license.  Naturally,  the  only  decision  thai 
the  A.  I!.  ('.  Commission  could  make  was  only  on 
I  he  six-day  license,  and  therefore  I  hey  approved 
the  license  for  the  six  days.  Two  or  three  months 
later  you  hear  that  the  licensee  wants  a  seven-day 
license.  You  appear  before  the  Licensing  Board. 
You  are  opposed,  and  then  it  is  taken  under  advise- 
ment. Lo  and  behold,  they  giant,  the  license. 
They  don't  even  inform  you  that  the  license  has 
been  granted,  and  then  you  have  no  other  re- 
course. I  feel  that  the  people  ought  to  be  given 
an  opportunity,  if  they  so  desire,  to  appeal  from 
the  decision  of  the  Licensing  Board.  I  feel  that 
I  hey  should  have  some  place  to  go  where  they 
could  be  heard.  I  didn't  ask  anyone  in  my  par- 
ticular ward  to  go  up  there  to  oppose.  I  didn't 
want  to  stir  up  any  trouble.  But  here  I  am  caught 
without  even  an  appeal  whereby  the  people  of  the 
district  could  be  heard.  That  is  what  we  have 
been  getting,  and  I  have  found  that  out  to  my 
sorrow.  That  is  one  thing  that  I  would  like  to  see 
cleared  up,  that  the  person  who  is  asking  for  a 
license,  and  the  license  has  been  denied,  should 
have  a  right  to  appeal.  And  the  people  who 
opposed  it  and  have  been  denied  that  right,  of 
not  having  a  particular  license  in  a  particular 
location,  then  I  feel  that  they  ought  to  be  heard, 
whether  or  not  they  want  the  seven-day  license  in 
that  vicinity  or  not.  That  is  one  thing  I  would 
like  to  have  cleared  up. 

The  order  was  passed  under  suspension  of  the 
rule. 


Adjourned,  on  motion  of  Coun.  SULLIVAN, 
at  4.45  p.  m.,  to  meet  on  Monday,  February  11, 
1946,  at  2  p.  m. 
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CITY  OF  BOSTON. 


Proceedings  of  City  Council. 


Monday,  February  11,  1946. 

Regular  meeting  of  the  City  Council  in  the 
Council  Chamber,  City  Hall,  at  2  p.  m.,  President 
KELLY  in  the  chair.  Absent,  Coun.  Coffey, 
Fish,  Hurley  and  Scannell. 

The  meeting  was  opened  with  the  salute  to  the 
Flag. 


APPOINTMENTS   BY   THE   MAYOR. 

Subject  to  confirmation  by  the  Council,  the 
Mayor  submitted  the  following  appointments: 

Constables  to  serve  without  bond  and  without 
authority  to  serve  civil  process,  for  term  ending 
April  30,  1946: 

Frank  J.  Moriarty,  146  Cedar  street,  Roxbury; 
James  J.  Murphy,  7  Myrtle  place,  Roxbury; 
Edward  H.  Nelligan,  1721  Commonwealth  avenue, 
Brighton;  Leo  E.  Hynes,  43  Nonantum  street, 
Brighton;  Robert  J.  Lawler,  24  Halifax  street, 
Jamaica  Plain;  Peter  Salem,  1  Ringgold  street, 
Boston;  John  F.  Foley,  85  Evans  street,  Dor- 
chester; Sabino  DAlto,  115  Princeton  street,  East 
Boston. 

Weigher  of  Goods,  for  term  ending  April  30, 
1946: 

William  B.  Powers,  287  Bellevue  street,  West 
Roxbury,  Mass. 

Severally  laid  over  for  one  week  under  the  law. 


TRAFFIC   LIGHTS,   WARD   22. 
The  following  was  received: 

City  of  Boston, 
Office  of  the  Mayor,  February  11,  1946. 
To  the  City  Council.    • 

Gentlemen, — I  transmit  herewith  for  your  con- 
sideration a  communication  from  the  Commis- 
sioner of  Public  Works  regarding  your  order  of 
January  21,  1946,  relative  to  the  installation  of 
pedestrian-actuated  traffic  lights  at  Cambridge 
and  Windom  streets,  and  at  the  junction  of  Lincoln 
and  Franklin  streets,  Ward  22. 

Respectfully, 
James  M.  Curley,  Mayor; 

City  of  Boston, 
Public  Works  Department, 

February  6,  1946. 
Hon.  James  M.  Curley, 

Mayor  of  Boston. 
Dear  Mr.  Mayor, — I  return  herewith  order  of  the 
City  Council  passed  at  its  meeting  of  January   21 
and  reading  as  follows: 

"Ordered,  That  the  Commissioner  of  Public 
Works  be  directed  by  his  Honor  the  Mayor  to 
immediately  arrange  for  the  installation  of  pedes- 
trian-actuated traffic  lights  at  Cambridge  and 
Windom  streets  and  at  the  junction  of  Lincoln 
and  Franklin  streets,  Ward  22." 

This  is  a  matter  which  I  feel  should  be  referred 
to  the  Boston  Traffic  Commission,  as  the  Public 
Works  Department  has  no  jurisdiction  over  traffic 
lights.  All  traffic  lights  and  signals  are  under  the 
control  of  the  Boston  Traffic  Commission. 
Respectfully  yours, 

Robert  P.  Curley, 
Commissioner  of  Public  Works. 
Placed  on  file. 


ACTION  AGAINST  PARENTS  OF  TRUANT 
CHILDREN. 
The  following  was  received: 

City  of  Boston, 
Office  of  the  Mayor,  February  11,  1946. 
To  the  City  Council. 

Gentlemen, — I  transmit  herewith  for  your  con- 
sideration a  communication  from  the  School  Com- 
mittee of  the  City  of  Boston  regarding  your  order 
of  January  28,  1946,  relative  to  the  discontinuance 
of   the   present   practice   of   their   truant   officers 


taking  court  action  against  the  parents  of  truant 
children  until  affidavit  is  filed  that  personal 
contact  and  service  has  been  made  on  the  parent 
or  parents  of  the  truant  child. 

Respectfully, 
James  M.  Curley,  Mayor. 

City  of  Boston, 
School  Committee,  February  7,  1946. 
Hon.  James  M.  Curley, 

Mayor  of  Boston. 
Dear  Sir, — At  a  conference  of  the  School  Com-' 
mittee  held   on   February   5,    1946,   the  following 
order  passed  by  the  City  Council  on  January  28, 
1946,  was  presented: 

"Ordered,  That  his  Honor  the  Mayor  be  re- 
quested to  urge  the  Boston  School  Committee  to  dis- 
continue the  present  practice  of  their  truant  officers 
taking  court  action  against  the  parents  of  truant 
children  until  affidavit  is  filed  that  personal  con- 
tact and  service  has  been  made  on  the  parent  or 
parents  of  the  truant  child." 

In  this  connection,  I  was  instructed  to  inform 
you  that  at  the  conference  of  the  School  Com- 
mittee held  on  January  30,  1946,  action  was  taken 
to  remedy  the  situation  as  disclosed  in  this  order 
of  the  City  Council  by  having  all  such  cases 
referred  directly  to  the  Division  of  Juvenile 
Adjustment  for  study  before  direct  contact  is 
made  with  the  courts. 

Very  truly  yours, 

Agnes  E.  Reynolds, 
Assistant  Secretary. 
Placed  on  file. 


INSTALLATION    OF    LIGHTS    AT    FALLON 
FIELD. 

The  following  was  received: 

City  of  Boston, 
Office  of  the  Mayor,  February  11,  1946. 
To  the  City  Council. 

Gentlemen, — I  transmit  herewith  for  your 
consideration  a  communication  from  the  Park 
Commissioner  regarding  your  order  of  January  28, 
1946,  relative  to  the  installation  of  electric  lights 
at  Fallon  Field. 

Respectfully, 
James  M.  Curley,  Mayor. 

City  of  Boston, 
Park  Department,  February  5,  1946. 
J.  Joseph  Connors, 

Chief  Clerk,  Mayor's  Office. 

Dear  Sir, — I  have  your  memorandum  of 
February  4,  with  inclosure.  order  from  the  City 
Council  regarding  the  installation  of  electric  lights 
at  Fallon  Field. 

For  a  number  of  years  this  question  has  been 
brought  up..  We  have  ninety  playgrounds  in  the 
city — at  least  fifty  of  them  will  need  electric 
lights.  Petitions  have  been  filed  here  for  Gibson 
Field  and  various  other  fields. 

Fallon  Field  is  one  of  the  best  playgrounds  in 
the  city  and  is  well  taken  care  of  and  the  people 
who  use  it  are  of  the  best  people  in  the  city.  No 
vandalism  that  I  can  recall  has  ever  occurred, 
outside  of  the  breaking  of  the  lights  under  the 
passageway. 

In  order  to  comply  with  this  request  it  would 
cost  approximately  $25,000,  and,  incidentally,  I 
would  have  to  do  the  same  for  the  other  play- 
grounds if  we  once  started  it. 

With  the  conditions  the  way  they  are  it  is 
inadvisable  to  attempt  to  obtain  an  appropriation 
necessary  to  do  this. 

Very  truly  yours, 
William  P.  Long,  Chairman. 

Placed  on  file. 


ERECTION   OF   SAVIN   HILL   BEACH 
BATH   HOUSE. 

The  following  was  received: 

City  of  Boston, 
Office  of  the  Mayor,  February  11,  1946. 
To  the  City  Council. 

Gentlemen, — I  transmit  herewith  for  your  con- 
sideration a  communication  from  the  Park  Com- 
missioner regarding  your  order  of  January  28, 
1946,  relative  to  bids  for  the  erection  of  a  bath 
house  at  Savin  Hill  Beach,  so  that  this  structure 
may  be  available  for  use  this  summer. 

Respectfully, 
James  M.  Curley,  Mayor. 
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City  of  Boston, 
Park  Department,  February  5,  1946 
J.  Joseph  Connors, 

Chief  Clerk,  Mayor's  Office. 
Dear  sir,  1  have  your  memorandum  of 
February  l.  with  inclosure,  order  from  the  City 
Council  thai  the  Turk  Department  rail  for  bids 
for  the  erection  of  a  bath  house  at  Savin  Hill 
Beach,  so  that  this  structure  may  be  available  for 
use  this  summer. 

Investigation  shows  it  would  be  inadvisable  to 
attempt  to  advertise  for  bids  for  a  bath  house 
and  expect  it  to  be  completed  this  summer.  No 
steel  is  procurable, — no  brick— or  at  least  it  is 
vera  uncertain  and  the  lumber  is  also  out  of  the 
question.      Steel  loekers  cannot  be  obtained. 

Nothing  would  be  sained  by  attempting  to 
advertise  at  this  time  of  Hie  year. 

Very  truly  yours, 
William  P.   Long,  Chairman. 
Placed  on  file. 


NORTH    BENNET   STREET   BATH    HOUSE. 
The  following  was  received: 

City  of  Boston, 
Office  of  the  Mayor,  February  11,  1946. 
To  the  City  Council. 

Gentlemen, — I  transmit  herewith  for  your 
consideration  a  communication  from  the  Building 
Department  regarding  your  order  of  January  21, 
1946,  relative  to  the  inspection  of  the  North 
Bennet  Street  Bath  House. 

Respectfully, 
James  M.  Curley,  Mayor. 

City  of  Boston, 
Building  Department,  February  9,  1946. 
Hon.  James  M.  Curley, 

Mayor  of  Boston. 
Dear  Mayor  Curley, — The  following  information 
is  submitted   in   conformance   with   City   Council 
order  of  January  21,   1946,  relative  to  the  North 
Bennet  Street  Bath  House: 

The  building  in  question  is  of  first-class  con- 
struction, in  good  condition  and  structurally  safe. 
However,  certain  minor  alterations  and  repairs  as 
listed  below  should  be  accomplished. 

1.  Front  entrance  concrete  steps  to  be  repaired. 

2.  All  exterior  doors  need  repair  and  suitable 
hardware. 

3.  Hole  in  brick  wall  separating  boiler  room 
from  storerooms  to  be  bricked  up. 

4.  Stairs  from  third  floor  to  fourth  floor  to  be 
closed  up  at  third-floor  level.  (These  stairs  lead 
to  a  door  which  opens  into  the  gymnasium,  approxi- 
mately 12  feet  above  the  gymnasium  floor.) 

5.  Additional  means  of  egress  required  from 
the  basement.  Provide  metal-covered  door,  self- 
closing,  at  head  of  cellar  stairs,  on  ground  floor 
corridor. 

6.  Illuminated  exit  signs  should  be  provided 
at  all  exit  doors. 

7.  Door  from  first  floor  to  stairs  leading  to 
boiler  room  corridor  and  to  North  Bennet  street 
doors  should  be  made  to  swing  outward  with 
proper  hardware. 

8.  Doors  to  rear  stairs  should  be  provided  with 
proper  hardware  and  should  not  be  locked  while 
the  building  is  in  use. 

9.  Usual  door  to  gymnasium  should  be  repaired 
and  made  to  open  easier;  all  bolts,  hooks  and  eyes 
should  be  removed. 

10.  Rear  exit  on  third  floor  should  n6t  be 
obstructed. 

11.  Door  to  rear  stairs  on  second  floor  to  be 
made  to  swing  outward. 

It  is  further  recommended  that  the  capacity  of 
the  gymnasium  be  limited  to  225  persons. 
Respectfully  yours, 

John  J.  Mahoney, 
Building  Commissioner. 
Placed  on  file. 


PETITIONS   REFERRED. 

The  following  petitions  were  received  and 
referred  to  the  committees  named,  viz.: 

Claims. 

Norman  E.  Alexander,  for  compensation  for 
damage  to  property  at  51  King  street,  caused  by 
broken  water  main. 

Amelia  Berardinelli,  for  compensation  for 
injuries  caused  by  an  alleged  defect  at  118  Saxton 
street. 


Curloy  Crain  and  Fuel  Company,  for  compensa- 
tion lor  damage  to  ear  caused  by  hole  in  street. 

John  F.  A.  Donahoe,  for  compensation  for 
damage  lo  ear  caused  by  ail  alleged  defect  in 
Washington  street. 

Daniel  I.  Driscoll,  to  be  reimbursed  for  damages 
which  occurred  while  in  performance  of  duty. 

Timothy  J.  (llennon.  to  be  reimbursed  for 
accident  which  occurred  while  in  performance  of 
duty. 

Elizabeth  W.  Jensen,  for  compensation  for 
injuries    caused    by    an    alleged    defect   in    Parker 

st  reel  . 

Olive  M.  Kindlund,  for  compensation  for 
damage  to  car  by  fire  apparatus. 

Daniel  N.  MacDonald,  for  compensation  for 
damage  to  car  by  city  truck. 

Helen  P.  Morgan,  for  compensation  for  injuries 
caused  by  an  alleged  defect  at  38  Colberg  avenue, 
Roslindale. 

John  O'Sullivan,  for  compensation  for  damage 
to  property  at  49  King  street,  caused  by  break  in 
water  main. 

Gertrude  M.  Secord,  for  compensation  for 
injuries  caused  by  an  alleged  defect  at  Massa- 
chusetts avenue  and  Norway  street. 

Robert  T.  Wilson,  for  compensation  for  damage 
to  car  caused  by  an  alleged  defect  in  Huntington 
avenue. 


REPORT   OF   COMMITTEE   ON 
ORDINANCES. 

Coun.  COOK,  for  the  Committee  on  Ordinances, 
submitted  the  following: 

Report  on  message  of  Mayor  and  ordinance 
(referred  from  Executive  Committee  February  4) 
placing  70-hour  per  week  tour  of  duty  of  firemen 
in  effect  as  of  February  1,  1946 — recommending 
that  same  ought  not  to  pass,  without  prejudice. 

Coun.  COOK — Mr.  President,  the  ordinance 
that  was  read  was  the  one  that  was  presented  in 
the  last  administration,  and  the  date  in  there  was 
February  6,  1946;  and  the  committee  voted  that 
it  ought  not  to  pass,  without  prejudice.  We  have 
another  ordinance  which  the  President  will  read 
at  the  proper  time,  and  on  which  I  and  members 
of  the  committee  may  like  to  speak. 

The  question  came  on  the  acceptance  of  the 
committee's  report  and  the  rejection  of  the  ordi- 
nance, and  the  report  was  accepted,  and  the 
ordinance  rejected,  without  prejudice. 

Coun.  COOK,  CHASE,  HANNON,  SCAN- 
NELL,  CANTWELL,  KELLY,  BRYAN  and 
MADDEN  offered  the  following: 

An  Ordinance  Concerning  the  Hours  of  Duty  of 

Firemen. 
Be  it  ordained  by  the  City  Council  of  Boston,  as 
follows: 

Chapter  six  of  the  Ordinances  of  1942  concerning 
the  hours  of  duty  of  firemen  is  hereby  amended  by 
striking  out  section  three  of  said  ordinance  and 
inserting  in  place  thereof  the  following: 

Section  3.  This  ordinance  shall  take  effect  on 
April  3,  1946. 

Coun.  COOK — Mr.  President  and  members  of 
the  Council,  I  would  like  this  order  passed  at  this 
meeting,  instead  of  referring  it  to  the  Committee 
on  Ordinances,  because  it  was  taken  up  fully  at 
our  last  meeting  on  Thursday.  The  latest  ordi- 
nance, to  which  this  amendment  is  now  offered, 
says  that  the  firemen  of  the  City  of  Boston  will  go 
on  a  70-hour  week  six  months  after  the  state  of 
war  has  been  declared  ended.  It  does  not  look  as 
if  Congress  or  the  powers  that  be  will  determine 
that  event  in  the  near  future.  The  firemen  are 
entitled  to  go  on  a  70-hour  week  as  soon  as  possible. 
The  date,  April  3,  1946,  was  picked  because  that 
is  the  date  by  which  time  the  appropriations  for 
the  City  of  Boston  must  be  passed.  At  our 
committee  meeting  the  Fire  Commissioner,  the 
heads  of  the  union,  the  Russell  Club  firemen,  and 
the  former  Fire  Commissioner  in  the  last  admin- 
istration were  present.  Everybody,  including  the 
Fire  Commissioner,  agreed  that  the  70-hour  week 
should  go  into  effect.  The  Fire  Commissioner  felt 
that  he  would  need  200  extra  firemen  in  order  to 
make  this  plan  proper  for  the  safety  of  the  City  of 
Boston.  The  head  of  the  union  and  the  Russell 
Club  thought  that  only  100  firemen  would  be 
necessary.  The  former  Fire  Commissioner  though  t 
it  could  be  done  with  the  present  set-up.  The 
Fire  Commissioner  also  informed  me  over  the 
telephone  that  in  his  recommendations  for  the 
budget  for  1940  he  asked  for  an  increase  of  150 
firemen.     Based  on  those  facts  the  committee  feels 
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and  respectfully  asks  the  members  of  this  Body  to 
feel  likewise,  that  a  70-hour  week  can  go  into  effect 
with  the  passage  of  the  recommendation  of  the 
present  Fire  Commissioner's  budget  by  April  3, 
1946.  I  think  this  city  is  the  only  city  of  com- 
parable size  in  the  country  where  firemen  or  other 
public  servants  work  more  than  70  hours  a  week. 
And  it  is  about  time  that  the  City  Council  took  the 
initiative.  And  I  think  his  Honor  the  Mayor, 
after  reading  the  Fire  Commissioner's  budget  and 
recommendations,  and  talking  it  over  with  heads 
of  the  union  and  the  Russell  Club  and  those  fire- 
men he  wishes  to  talk  to,  will  agree  and  sign  this 
ordinance.  It  all  boils  down  to  two  questions. 
One,  whether  the  City  Council  should  on  its  own 
initiative  declare  the  war  ended  so  far  as  the  firemen 
are  concerned,  so  that  they  may  get  this  70-hour 
week.  And  I  submit  to  this  Honorable  Body  that 
we  can  and  should  do  this.  The  second  question 
is  if  the  Fire  Department  with  an  increase  of  150 
members  can  carry  on  its  duties  to  the  best 
interests  of  the  City  of  Boston.  On  all  information 
advanced  at  our  committee  meeting  by  all  sides, 
we  submit  that  the  70-hour  week  can  go  into 
effect,  and  that  the  City  of  Boston  and  its  service 
will  be  better  off  on  such  a  basis.  And  I  hope  that 
this  ordinance  is  passed  at  this  session  without 
being  referred  to  the  committee  again. 

The    report    was    accepted    and    the    ordinance, 
adopted. 


REPORT   OF    COMMITTEE   ON 
LEGISLATIVE   MATTERS. 

Coun.  HANNON,  for  the  Committee  on  Legis- 
lative Matters,  submitted  the  following: 

1.  Report  on  resolution  (referred  February  4) 
that  Council  favors  enactment  of  legislation  to 
permit  the  refunding  of  license  fee  paid  by  Somer- 
set Hotel,  Inc. — that  same  ought  to  pass. 

Report  accepted;   said  resolution  passed. 

2.  Report  on  resolve  (referred  February  4) 
that  Council  favors  enactment  of  legislation  relative 
to  retirement  of  city  employees  under  terms  and 
conditions  of  chapter  658  of  Acts  of  1945 — that 
same  ought  to  pass. 

Report  accepted;   resolution  passed. 

3.  Report  on  resolution  (referred  February  4) 
favoring  enactment  of  legislation  relative  to  pay- 
ment of  sum  of  money  to  mother  of  Henry  F. 
O'Brien,  killed  at  Long  Island  Hospital — that  same 
ought  to  pass. 

Report  accepted;   said  resolution  passed. 

4.  .  Report  on  message  of  Mayor  and  resolutions 
(referred  January  28)  favoring  passage  of  legisla- 
tion of  interest  and  potential  benefit  to  City  _  of 
Boston — recommending  reference  to  the  Executive 
Committee. 

Report  accepted;    said  reference  ordered.  '  - 


ACCEPTANCE   OF   AUSTIN 
WARD    18. 


STREET, 


Coun.  CANTWELL  offered  the  following: 
Ordered,  That  the  Board  of  Street  Commis- 
sioners be  requested,  through  his  Honor  the 
Mayor,  to  accept  and  lay  out  as  a  public  highway 
Austin  street,  from  West  street  to  256  Austin 
street,  Ward  18. 

Passed  under  suspension  of  the  rule. 


RESURFACING   OF   REXFORD    STREET, 
WARD    18. 

Coun.  CANTWELL  offered  the  following: 
Ordered,    That    the    Commissioner    of    Public 
Works    be    requested,    through    his    Honor    the 
Mayor,  to  resurface  with  smooth  paving  Rexford 
street,  Ward  18. 

Passed  under  suspension  of  the  rule. 


REPORT  OF   COMMITTEE   ON   MILITARY 
AFFAIRS. 

Coun.  CANTWELL,  for  the  Committee  on 
Military  Affairs,  submitted  report  recommending 
passage  of  order  for  payment  of  aid  to  soldiers  and 
sailors  and  their  families  in  the  City  of  Boston  for 
the  month  of  February,  1946. 

Report  accepted;   said  order  passed. 


DEATH  OF  CHARLES  G.  KEENE. 

Coun.  BRYAN  offered  the  following: 
Resolved,  That  the  Boston  City  Council,  in 
meeting  assembled,  hereby  expresses  its  deep 
regret  at  the  passing  of  the  brilliant  and  able 
Charles  G.  Keene,  former  President  of  the  Boston 
City  Council  and  distinguished  member  of  the 
Massachusetts  Bar,  and  extends  to  his  family  its 
sincere  sympathy  and  condolence  in  their  sad 
bereavement. 

Passed  by  a  unanimous  rising  vote. 


SALE    OF    DISCONTINUED    PORTION    OF 
CAMBRIDGE   STREET. 

President  KELLY  called  up,  under  unfinished 
business,  No.  1  on  the  calendar,  viz.: 

1.  Order  for  sale  of  discontinued  portion  of 
Cambridge  street,  to  John  D.  MacDonald  for 
$1,000. 

On  Tanuary  28,  1946,  the  said  order  was  read 
once  and  passed,  yeas  16,  nays  0. 

The  order  was  given  its  second  reading,  yeas  15, 
nays  0: 

Yeas — Coun.  Bayley,  Bryan,  Cantwell,  Chase, 
Cook,  Hannon,  Keenan,  Kelly,  Kinsella,  Lane, 
Madden,  McCormack,  Moriarty,  Russo,  Sul- 
livan— 15. 

Nays — 0. 

Coun.  BAYLEY — I  wish  to  withdraw  my  vote. 

The  vote  stood  yeas  14,  nays  0,  and  the  order 
was  rejected. 

Coun.  HANNON — Mr.  President,  I  move  recon- 
sideration, for  the  purpose  of  asking  that  this 
matter  be  laid  on  the  table  if  reconsideration 
prevails. 

Coun.  BAYLEY — Speaking  on  reconsideration. 
I  hope,  Mr.  President,  that  reconsideration  will 
prevail  and  that  this  matter  may  be  acted  on 
next  week.  This  land  is  in  my  district,  and  I 
would  like  to  check  on  it  before  a  vote  is  taken. 
That  is  the  reason  I  withdrew  my  vote.  I  hope 
that  reconsideration  may  prevail,  so  we  may  act 
on  this  next  Monday. 

Reconsideration  prevailed,  and  Coun.  HANNON 
moved  that  the  matter  be  laid  on  the  table. 
The  motion  to  lay  on  the  table  was  carried. 


RECESS. 

The  Council  voted,  on  motion  of  Coun.  BAY- 
LEY,  at  2.27  p.  m.  to  take  a  recess  subject  to  the 
call  of  the  Chair.  The  members  reassembled  and 
were  called  to  order  by  President  KELLY  at 
4.26  p.  m. 


EXECUTIVE   COMMITTEE   REPORTS. 

Coun.  McCORMACK,  for  the  Executive  Com- 
mittee, submitted  the  following: 

1.  Report  on  message  of  Mayor  and  resolutions 
(referred  today  from  Committee  on  Legislative 
Matters)  favoring  passage  of  legislation  of  interest 
and  potential  benefit  to  City  of  Boston — recom- 
mending that  same  ought  to  pass. 

President  KELLY — The  Chair  might  state 
before  we  go  into  any  long  discussion  that  the 
Chair  is  going  to  call  them  up  separately,  and  then 
everybody  will  be  happy. 

Coun.  MUCHNICK— I  think  that  was  a  most 
erudite  remark,  Mr.  Chairman. 

1.  Report  on  resolution  that  Council  favors 
enactment  of  legislation  entitled  "An  Act  further 
providing  for  the  funding  of  overlay  deficits  by  the 
City  of  Boston,"  provided  that  said  legislation 
contains  a  referendum  to  the  Mayor  and  City 
Council — that  the  resolution  ought  to  pass. 

The  report  was  accepted  and  the  question  came 
on  the  adoption  of  the  resolution. 

Coun.  MUCHNICK— Mr.  President,  it  seems 
to  me  that  it  would  be  much  the  better  part  of 
wisdom  to  let  this  matter,  and  several  other 
matters  to  which  I  would  like  to  refer  now,  stay 
with  the  Council,  and  not  give  approval  at  present, 
until  such  time  as  we  have  had  more  opportunity 
to  study  this  bill  and  the  others  to  which  I  refer, 
and  until  such  time  as  we  get  the  budget  in  here, 
so  that  we  can  correlate  the  proposed  loans  and  the 
proposed  methods  of  funding  and  refinancing  with 
the  expected  expenditures  by  the  different  depart- 
ments, and  so  we  can  get  a  complete  picture  of 
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what   the  city's  Deeds  are  For  U ling   year. 

With  that  in  mind,  1  move  that  this  be  sent  to  the 
Committee  on  Finance. 

Coun,  HANNON  talking  on  the  motion. 
Mr.  President.  I  have  never  been  one  10  rush 
things  through.  V-  a  matter  of  faot,  I  have 
blj  been  responsible  for  these  various  bills 
being  referred  to  the  Executive  Committee,  in 
that  everybodj  here  might  get  a  fair  picture 
ol  what  these  matters  entail.  However,  in  being 
fair  for  my  own  interests,  I  think,  too,  that  we 
should  likewise  be  fair  and  extend  courteous  con- 
sideration to  the  wishes  of  the  citizenry  of  Boston 
and  to  the  man  who  occupies  the  honorable  posit  ion 
of  Mayor  of  the  city.  Now,  all  we  are  doing  here 
is  granting  permission  for  these  matters  to  be  pre- 
sented to  the  Legislature.  We  are  not  giving  a 
final  approval  to  them.  I  think  my  good  friend. 
my  able  friend,  the  councilor  from  Ward  14 
(Coun.  Muchnick),  is  perfectly  justified  in  asking 
thai  we  consider  these  matters.  But  some  of  us 
have  considered  them.  1  have  had  them  in  the 
Committee  on  Legislative  Matters  since  January 
L'S.  and  I  confess  that  until  today  we  were  unable 
to  set  a  comprehensive  picture  of  what  these  bills 
entail.  However,  I  find  myself  in  the  strange 
position  of  feeling  that  the  financial  officers  of  the 
City  of  Boston  this  year  far  outweigh  me  in 
knowledge  of  high  finance.  I  am  perfectly  willing 
to  -tate  that  I  would  be  willing  to  accept  the  con- 
victions and  conclusions  of  Mr.  Fox  and  Mr. 
Carven  even  sooner  than  I  would  accept  the  con- 
victions and  conclusions  of  the  Massachusetts 
Legislature.  We  are  not  granting  our  full  approval 
to  these  matters.  We  are  merely  going  along  with 
the  finance  officers  of  the  city.  They  feel  that 
they  need  these  bills.  They  need  power  to  borrow; 
they  need  power  of  authorization.  These  bills 
arc-  coming  to  them,  but  later  on  these  bills  are 
coming  back  to  us.j  and  in  the  meantime,  after 
we  get  the  budget  and  after  the  financial  picture 
of  the  city  is  unfolded  to  us,  or  to  those  of  us  who 
come  here  and  attend  the  committee  hearings,  we 
would  feel  that  perhaps  we  should  not  permit  the 
loans  to  go  through.  These  loans  take  fifteen 
votes.  It  is  going  to  be  a  tough  job  later  on  to  get 
fifteen  votes.  However,  the  Legislature  is  not 
going  to  wait  for  us.  We  cannot  dilly-dally  too 
long.  And  no  matter  what  committee  these 
matters  are  referred  to  amongst  us,  that  committee 
is  going  to  get  a  better  or  clearer  picture  of  what 
these  bills  entail  than  what  we  have  got  today. 
I  have  faith  enough  in  Mr.  Fox  and  Mr.  Carven. 
I  believe  they  are  honest,  and  if  they  tell  me  it  is 
necessary  that  we  file  these  bills  and  borrow  these 
moneys,  I  would  be  perfectly  willing  to  go  along 
with  them. 

Coun.  LANE — Mr.  President  and  fellow  mem- 
bers,  I  have  had  the  pleasure  of  serving  on  the 
Committee  on  Legislative  Matters  with  Chair- 
man Hannon,  and  I  recall  well  our  initial  meeting  of 
the  year,  when  these  orders  were  brought  to  our 
attention,  and  they  were  entirely  foreign  to  the 
members  of  the  committee.  Councilor  Hannon 
then  wisely  suggested  that  the  meeting  be  post- 
poned for  one  week  to  allow  an  official  delegated 
by  the  Law  Department  to  come  down  and 
explain  them  to  us.  We  were  somewhat  en- 
lightened after  listening  to  the  intelligent  gentle- 
man, but  then  Councilor  Hannon  again  sug- 
gested that  they  be  referred  to  Executive,  to 
allow  every  member  of  the  Council  to  express 
his  individual  views.  I  think  today,  after  being 
nt  at  the  executive  session  and  listening 
to  the  enlightening  and  illuminating  remarks  of 
the  two  men  so  thoroughly  versed  in  municipal 
finance,  that  these  matters  are  of  necessary  urgency, 
and  that  we  should  approve  them  today. 

Coun.  BAYLEY — I  rise  to  agree  with  my  dis- 
tinguished brother  councilor  from  Ward  14  (Coun. 
Muchnick).  I  don't  see  the  need  for  haste  to 
come  out    in  favor  of  certain  legislation  of  which 

of   iis  have  not   :i    thorough  grasp.     Some  of 

lulls  are  fairly  long,  and  I  question  if  all 
you  gentlemen  have  had  an  opportunity  to  read 
them.     1    think    only    a    few,    and    perhaps   only 

one  or  two,  have.  The  title  of  some  is  misleading. 
One  has  ii;  do  with  a  loan  of  $1,000,000;  one  with 
a  loan  of  $10,000,000— $11,000,000  to  be  saddled 
on  tie-  taxpayei  ol  Bo  ton  for  the  next  ten  years 
And,  if  that  is  done,  even  further  amounts 
which  are  considerable,  i  don't  want  to  saddle 
this  loan  on  youngsters  who  will  have  to  paj  them, 

to i     who  do  not.     1  don'l   see 

need  for  ha        d   thii   time,  until  we  are  sure 

doing  the  right  thing.      \-  the  distinguished 

aciloi    from    Ward    M    (Coun.    Muchnick;   has 


said,  we  should  consider  every  aspect  of  this 
piiiuie  This  is  revolutionary,  in  this  request  for 
si  II, I II  HI, 01 II),  and  it  has  uncertainty  as  to  whether  it 
should  be  done  now,  as  there  is  some  uncertainty 
as  lo  (he  future  course  of  the  city  as  it  is  being 
decided  in  Washington.  So  I  think  we  should 
be  very  careful  how  we  act  in  agreeing  to  send  to 
I  he  Legislature  our  approval,  that  we  are  in  favor  of 
saddling  on  the  citizens  this  extra  debt.  And  I 
hope  the  motion  prevails. 

Coun.  KINSELLA— Mr.  President,  I  doubt 
very  much  that  this  is  a  subject  that  we  can  refer 
lo  the  Committee  on  Finance,  because  the  legis- 
lative act  which  brings  about  the  condition  has 
not  yet  been  passed.  It  might  be  good  parlia- 
mentary practice  lo  refer  the  acts  or  consequences 
of  anything  we  may  do  to  the  Committee  on 
Finance  after  the  acts  come  down  here  in  the 
form  of  permissive  legislation.  Now,  Mr.  Presi- 
dent, we  are  not  lending  our  support  to  the  ulti- 
mate passage  of  any  one  of  these  acts  still  pending 
before  the  Legislature.  All  we  do,  in  the  words 
of  Tom  Hannon,  is  to  free  the  way  for  a  hearing  by 
the  proper  committee  of  the  Legislature.  Now, 
when  that  hearing  is  held  we  may  very  well  see 
certain  terms  and  conditions  written  into  the 
legislative  act  that  we  do  not  now  contemplate, 
so  we  won't  be  put  in  the  paradoxical  position  of 
approving  today  and  disapproving  three  months 
from  today.  If  the  substance  in  general  is  changed, 
we  are  under  no  obligation  of  accepting  a  legis- 
lative act  which  is  materially  different  from  what 
we  today  anticipate  it  will  be.  So,  to  repeat 
myself,  we  are  not  put  in  the  paradoxical  position 
of  reporting  on  these  en  February  11,  and  voting 
against  them  on  perhaps  April  1  or  May  11. 
That  condition  does  not  necessarily  exist,  nor  does 
the  danger  of  that  condition  exist.  All  we  do  is 
offer  the  Legislature,  for  the  purpose  of  hearing 
the  terms  of  the  bills,  the  bills  as  presented  by 
Mayor  Curley.  To  repeat  myself  again,  if  there 
are  terms  that  come  down  in  the  legislative  acts 
that  we  don't  like,  we  are  under  no  obligation  to 
accept  those  acts.  That  time  is  the  time  for 
rejection  or  acceptance,  according  to  what  the  bill 
is  as  it  comes  to  us.  Now,  as  for  saddling  a 
burden  on  future  generations,  Mr.  President, 
a  good  deal  of  our  tax  bill  today  was  passed  on  to 
us  by  our  fathers.  It  didn't  put  any  extra  burden 
on  us  to  assume  that  obligation  of  another  age 
and  generation.  I  read  in  the  paper  only  the 
other  day  where  the  Federal  Government  is  still 
paying  out  pension  benefits  to  survivors  of  soldiers 
of  the  War  of  1812,  and  that  is  one  hundred 
and  thirty-odd  years  ago.  We  are  all  paying 
your  ancestry  today,  134  years  later.  We  are 
still  paying  off  the  Civil  War  debt,  and  the  Civil 
War  was  fought  over  seventy  years  ago,  and  for  the 
next  five  hundred  years,  we  have  been  told,  with 
frequency,  we  will  pay  off  the  cost  of  World  War  I 
and  the  cost  of  World  War  II.  If  this  is  a  matter 
we  are  going  to  saddle  our  children  with  as  a 
great  indebtedness  over  the  next  fifteen  or  twenty 
years,  it  will  be  inconsequential  to  what  we  have 
already  paid  for  the  misdeeds  of  our  ancestors. 
I  don't  think  that  that  argument  enters  into  it. 
It  is  specious  and  without  foundation.  I  don't 
think  it  is  possible  the  city  can  run  at  a  profit, 
or  even  break  even.  It  is  not  in  the  scheme 
of  things,  and  the  reasons  for  that  are  so  obvious 
and  so  numerous  they  cannot  be  gone  into  here. 
I  move  in  this  Body,  Mr.  President,  we  show 
some  measure  of  cooperation  with  the  new  Mayor, 
who  at  least  is  trying  to  get  off  to  a  good  start. 
And  let  us  turn  it  over  to  the  Legislature,  which 
has  prior  authority,  and  if  we  don't  like  what  they 
send  us  we  don't  have  to  accept  it.  And  I  move 
passage  of  the  orders.  . 

A  vote  was  taken  and  the  motion  was  lost. 

The  question  then  came  on  the  adoption  of  the 
first  resolution. 

Coun.  MUCHNICK— Mr.  President. 

President  KELLY — For  what  purpose  does  the 
gentleman  rise? 

Coun.  MUCHNICK — To  speak  on  the  motion. 
I  am  going  to  vote  against  this,  Mr.  President,  and 
I  want  it  in  the  record  that  the  only  reason  I  am 
voting  against  it  is  not  on  the  merits,  because  I 
don't  know  enough  about  the  merits  as  yet  to 
vote  for  it.  I  merely  want  a  negative  vote  not  to 
be  misinterpreted  and  as  disagreeing  with  the 
resolution. 

Coun.  KINSELLA— Mr.  President,  a  point  of 
information. 

President  KELLY — State  your  point  of  infor- 
mation. 
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Conn.  KINSELLA — In  all  friendliness  and  in 
the  very  best  of  spirit,  through  you,  I  would  like 
to  ask  Councilor  Muchnick  a  question. 

President  KELLY — Do  you  care  to  answer  a 
question,  councilor? 

Coun.  MUCHNICK— In  my  limited  power  so 
to  do. 

President  KELLY — State  your  question. 

Coun.  KINSELLA — I  will  keep  it  within  his 
limited  powers,  Mr.  President.  The  question  is 
this.  In  all  seriousness,  Councilor  Muchnick,  is 
there  any  other  authority  beyond  the  authority 
of  the  present  City  Auditor  and  the  present  Budget 
Commissioner  whose  information  you  feel  this 
Body  or  you  ought  to  have,  recognizing  their  merit 
as  that  of  exceptionally  well-informed  public 
officials? 

Coun.  MUCHNICK— Yes,  there  is. 

Coun.  KINSELLA— Mr.  President,  I  have  a 
further  question  I  would  like  to  ask  the  gentleman 
to  answer. 

President  KELLY — Does  the  councilor  wish  to 
answer  a  further  question? 

Coun  MUCHNICK— Yes. 

Coun.  KINSELLA — Is  the  authoritv  available 
to  us? 

Coun.  MUCHNICK— I  don't  know  if  the 
Council  would  like  to  make  use  of  the  authority  or 
source  of  information,  but  I  would  like  to  consult 
with  myself  and  get  my  own  views  on  it  after  I 
have  had  a  chance  to  read  the  bills  and  previous 
statutes  that  have  preceded  these  bills.  I  don't 
imagine  that  the  Council  as  a  body  might  be 
particularly  interested  in  that.     I  would. 

Coun.  KINSELLA— I  asked  for  either. 

Coun.  MUCHNICK — Authority  in  the  munici- 
pal government,  I  thought  you  said. 

Coun.  KINSELLA — Either  municipal  or  simi- 
larly informed  authority. 

Coun.  MUCHNICK— If  you  will  say  "equal 
authority,"  I  like  to  believe  that  my  knowledge  of 
municipal  finance  is  pretty  good. 

President  KELLY — Does  that  answer  your 
question? 

Coun.  BAYLEY — Inasmuch  as  there  will 
probaDly  not  be  a  roll  call  on  this  matter,  I  want 
it  recorded  that  I  am  going  to  vote  in  the  negative 
on  this  matter,  along  with  the  councilor  from 
Ward  14  (Coun.  Muchnick).  I  believe  that  we 
should  have  some  information  on  this  matter 
before  we  O.  K.  a  proposition  which  is  somewhat 
dubious  as  a  revolutionary  step. 

A  vote  was  taken  and  the  resolution  was  passed. 

2.  Report  on  resolution  that  Council  favors 
enactment  of  legislation  entitled  "An  Act  providing 
for  the  annual  payment  by  the  Commonwealth  to 
the  City  of  Boston  of  a  certain  sum  to  be  expended 
by  said  city  for  certain  expenses  and  salaries  of  its ' 
Police  Department,"  provided  that  said  legislation 
contains  a  referendum  to  the  Mayor  and  Council. 

The  report  was  accepted  and  the  question  came 
on  the  passage  of  the  resolution. 

Coun.  KINSELLA— Mr.  President,  I  would 
like  to  ask  the  clerk,  through  you,  if  this  particular 
resolution  comes  within  the  scope  of  Rule  7-B  of 
the  Legislature,  since  it  is  not  a  layout  of  Boston 
Common. 

President  KELLY — I  am  informed  by  the  clerk 
that  this  was  put  in  as  a  precautionary  measure. 
It  wasn't  known  if  it  was  necessary  or  not. 

Coun.  KINSELLA — Addressing  myself  to  the 
clerk,  through  the  Chair,  Mr.  President,  that  is  not 
a  requirement  within  the  meaning  of  the  7-B  law? 

President  KELLY — I  am  informed  the  Com- 
mittee on  Rules  sometimes,  councilor,  requires  a 
little  more  than  Rule  7-B  apparently  calls  for. 

Coun.  KINSELLA — Mr.  President,  am  I  prop- 
erly informed  when  I  say  that  Rule  7-B  provides 
for  loans  beyond  the  debt  limit,  and  pays  for 
personal  injuries  to  city  employees  and  one  thing 
and  another? 

President  KELLY — I  am  informed  that  is  what 
the  rule  says,  but  they  have  broadened  it  out  on 
specific  occasions  to  cover  manv  other  things. 

Coun.  KINSELLA— And  the  clerk  feels  this  is 
in  that  category,  Mr.  President? 

President  KELLY — He  does. 

Coun.  HANNON — I  might  say  we  asked,  the 
Committee  on  Legislative  Matters  asked,  the  Law 
Department  whether  or  not  this  came  within  the 
purview  of  Rule  7-B,  and  we  were  informed  it  did 
not.  But  this  matter  provides  .$1,000,000  of 
transfer  from  the  Highway  Fund  to  pay  police 
officers  of  the  City  of  Boston  involved  in  the 
regulation  of  traffic. 


Coun.  MUCHNICK — I  don't  wish  to  be  repe- 
titious or  boring,  but  I  want  to  state  in  connection 
with  this  resolution  and  others  which  will  follow, 
not  having  had  a  chance  to  read  any  of  the  pro- 
posed bills,  and  not  having  had  a  chance  to  con- 
sider them  properly,  I  find  it  necessary  to  vote  in 
the  negative  on  this  one  and  all  others.  And  that 
is  based  not  on  the  merits,  but  merely  on  lack  of 
present  knowledge  concerning  the  bodies  of  the 
bills. 

A  vote  was  taken  and  the  resolution  was  passed. 

3.  Report  on  resolution  that  Council  favors 
the  enactment  of  legislation  entitled  "An  Act  for 
the  purpose  of  tax  rate  relief  in  the  City  of  Boston 
for  the  year  nineteen  hundred  and  forty-six," 
provided  that  said  legislation  contains  a  referendum 
to  the  Mayor  and  Council. 

The  report  was  accepted  and  the  question  came 
on  the  passage  of  the  resolution. 

Coun.  MUCHNICK— This  one  here  I  am  op- 
posed to,  not  for  the  reasons  heretofore  stated, 
but  it  seems  to  me  that  this  bill  potentially  can 
mean  a  lot  of  trouble  to  Boston.  There  is  no 
precedent  for  this  having  been  done  exactly  in  this 
form,  as  I  understand  it,  either  in  Boston  or  any 
other  city.  And  if  a  precedent  of  this  nature 
is  once  established,  we  may  be  borrowing  ten, 
twenty  or  thirty  million  dollars  a  year  from 
now  on,  and  leave  it  to  future  administrations  and 
future  generations  to  pay  off  what  we  should  be 
paying  now,  as  we  go  along.  I  think  you  will 
recall,  as  the  other  members  of  the  Council  prob- 
ably will,  that  Mr.  Fox  stated,  if  I  am  quoting 
correctly,  that  under  the  former  Mayor,  now 
Governor  Tobin,  the  City  of  Boston  had  to  pay 
off  approximately  forty-eight  million  dollars 
in  a  period  of  seven  years  that  had  been  borrowed 
back  approximately  fifteen  years  ago.  It  was 
unfair  for  us  to  pay  it  out  of  present  income 
during  those  years,  for  moneys  the  people  of 
Boston  should  have  been  taxed  for  fifteen  to 
twenty  years  ago.  And  it  is  similarly  unfair 
that  people  fifteen  to  twenty  years  from  now 
should  pay  off  what  we  should  be  paying  ourselves 
today.  It  seems  to  me  that  for  those  reasons 
we  should  at  least,  on  this  resolution,  defer  com- 
plete action,  defer  any  action,  until  we  can  get 
some  real  information.  And  that  information 
can  only  come  once  we  get  the  budget  before  us 
and  other  facts  connected  with  expenditures 
for  the  city  for  this  year. 

Coun.  BAYLEY — I  agree  again  with  the  dis- 
tinguished councilor  from  Ward  14  (Coun.  Much- 
nick).  This  is  the  $10,000,000  bill,  even  though 
it  has  an  inconvenient  title.  I  am  going  to 
vote  in  the  negative,  if  it  comes  to  a  vote.  Further 
than  that,  I  move  that  it  be  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee  on    Finance   for   further   study. 

A  vote  was  taken  and  the  motion  to  refer  to  the 
Committee  on  Finance  did  not  prevail. 

The  question  came  on  the  adoption  of  the  reso- 
lution and  the  resolution  was  adopted. 

President  KELLY — Now,  if  there  is  no  objec- 
tion by  any  of  the  councilors,  I  am  going  to  ask 
that  each  of  the  resolutions  be  read  one  after  the 
other. 

Coun.  BAYLEY— I  object.  I  would  like  the 
one  regarding  the  garage  under  the  Common 
and  the  one  regarding  the  bridge  over  the  Charles 
river  taken  up  separately. 

President  KELLY — If  you  could  pick  out  the 
resolutions  you  want,  we  could  save  a  lot  of  time. 

Coun.  BAYLEY — Those  two,  the  garage  under 
the  Common  and  the  bridge  over  the  Charles 
river. 

Coun.  KINSELLA— Mr.  President,  a  point  of 
information. 

President  KELLY — State  your  point,  councilor. 

Coun.  KINSELLA — Isn't  Councilor  Bayley's 
motion  subject  to  a  vote,  that  they  be  heard 
one  by  one? 

President  KELLY — We  don't  have  to  have  a 
vote,  councilor.  I  am  informed  that  the  one  as 
to  the  bridge  has  been  held  in  executive  session; 
the  one  as  to  the  Common  is  here.  So  we  will 
take  the  one  regarding  the  Common.  They  are 
both  here,  incidentally. 

Coun.  McCORMACK — I  took  those  two  reso- 
lutions out  of  there,  the  one  on  the  Common  and  the 
one  on  the  bridge. 

President  KELLY — They  are  both  in  here. 
They  must  be  in  here  by  mistake. 

Coun.  KINSELLA — Where  were  they  referred? 

Coun.  MUCHNICK— They  were  left  with 
Roy  Green. 

President  KELLY — We  will  get  on  on  the 
others,  then. 
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4.  Report  "ii  resolution  that  Council  favors 
ensotment  of  legislation  entitled  "An  Act  relative 
to  the  limitations  upon  the  power  of  the  Citj  of 
Boston  to  incur  debt  within  the  statutory  limit  of 
indebtedness,  the  purposes  foi  which  said  city  may 
incur  debts,  and  the  periods  within  which  such 
debts  shall  be  payable,'  provided  that  said  Legis- 
lation contains  a  referendum  to  the  Mayor  and 
i'ii,\  Council — that  same  ought  bo  pass. 

Report  on  resolution  that  the  City  Council  of 
Boston  favors  enactment  of  legislation  entitled 
"An  Act  relating  to  expenditures  for  public  hand 
concerts,  or  for  music  furnished  for  public  celebra- 
tions." provided  that  such  legislation  contains  a 
referendum  to  the  Mayor  and  City  Council — that 

same  OUght    to  pass. 

Report  on  resolution  that  the  City  Council 
favors  enactment  of  legislation  entitled  "An  Act 
establishing  the  Suffolk  County  Council  and 
providing  for  an  equitable  apportionment  of  the 
expenses  of  Suffolk  County."  provided  that  said 
legislation  contains  a  referendum  to  the  Mayor  and 
City  Council — that  same  ought  to  pass. 

Report  on  resolution  that  the  City  Council 
favors  enactment  of  legislation  entitled  "Extending 
the  emergency  allotment  plan  of  the  City  of 
Boston,"  provided  that  said  legislation  contains  a 
referendum  to  the  Mayor  and  Council — that  same 
ought  to  pass. 

The  question  came  on  the  acceptance  of  the 
reports  and  the  passage  of  the  above  four  resolu- 
tions, and  the  resolutions  were  adopted. 

President  KELLY — Now,  there  are  two  resolu- 
tions in  the  hands  of  the  Clerk  of  the  Ecexutive 
Committee.  The  clerk  will  read  the  titles  of  the 
resolutions. 

(The  clerk  here  read  the  titles  of  the  resolutions.) 

5.  Report  on  resolution  that  the  City  Council 
favors  enactment,  of  legislation  entitled  "An 
Act  authorizing  the  extension  of  the  Washington 
Street  Tunnel  in  the  City  of  Boston  to  Sullivan 
square,  in  the  Charlestown  district  of  Boston 
and  to  Forest  Hills  in  said  city,  and  the  removal  of 
the  existing  elevated  structures,"  provided  said 
legislation  contains  a  referendum  to  the  Mayor 
and  the  City  Council — that  same  ought  to  pass. 

Report  on  resolution  that  City  Council  favors 
enactment  of  legislation  entitled  "An  Act  author- 
izing, for  the  relief  of  traffic,  the  construction  of 
garage  facilities  under  the  Common  and  Public 
Garden  in  the  City  of  Boston,"  provided  that 
said  legislation  contains  a  referendum  to  the 
Mayor  and  City  Council — that  same  ought  to 
pass. 

President  KELLY — On  the  first  two  resolu- 
tions, I  guess  there  is  no  objection.  I  am  holding 
two  out. 

Coun.  BAYLEY — I  understood  the  resolution 
in  regard  to  unanimous  consent  of  the  School 
Committee  was  tabled   in  Executive. 

President  KELLY — I  am  informed  that  four 
are  still  in  Executive  Committee. 


REPORT     OF    COMMITTEE    ON     CLAIMS. 

Coun.  KINSELLA,  for  Coun.  LINEHAN,  for 
i  he-  Committee  on  Claims,  submitted  the  following: 

Report  on  petition  of  George  W.  Allen  (referred 
January  21)  to  be  reimbursed  for  amount  of  execu- 
tion issued  against  him  on  account  of  his  acts  as 
member  of  Police  Department — recommending 
age  of  accompanying  order,  viz.: 

Ordered,  That  the  sum  of  one  hundred  dollars 
$100)  be  allowed  and  paid  to  George  W.  Allen  in 
reimbursement  for  amount  of  execution  issued 
against  him  on  account  of  his  acts  as  a  member  of 
the  Boston  Police  Department,  said  sum  to  be 
charged  to  the  Contingent  Fund. 

lleport  accepted;  said  order  passed. 

Report  on  petition  of  William  R.  Huber  (referred 

January   21)    to    be    reimbursed    for   amount    of 

execution  i>  him  on  account  of  his  acts 

tember  of  Police  Department — recommending 

<,f  accompanying  order,  viz.: 

Ordered,  That    the  sum   of  four  hundred  fifty 

dollars   (S450)   be  allowed   and  paid   to   William    R. 

Huber  in  reimbursement  for  amount  of  execution 
•  l  against  him  on  account  of  his  acts  as  a 
member  of  the  Boston  Police  Department,  said 
sum  to  be  charged  to  the  Contingent  Fund. 

Report  accepted;  said  order  passed. 

Report  on  petition  of  William  It.  Huber  (referred 
January  I  ii  to  be  reimbursed  for  amount  of  execu- 
tion issued  against  him  on  account  of  his  acts  as 


member  of  Police  Department — recommending 
passage  of  accompanying  order,  viz.: 

Ordered,  That  the  sum  of  three  hundred  dollars 
($:«)<))  bo  allowed  and  paid  to  William  R.  Huber 
in  reimbursement  for  amount  of  execution  issued 
against  him  on  account  of  his  arts  as  a  membei  of 
the  Boston  Police  [Department,  said  sum  to  be 
charged    to   the   Contingent   Fund. 

Report  accepted;  said  order  passed. 

Report  on  petition  of  John  F.  Gallagher  (referred 
December  .'il  ,  1945)  to  be  reimbursed  for  amount  of 
execution  issued  against,  him  on  account  of  his  acts 
as  operator  of  motor  truck  belonging  to  Sanitary 
Division,  Public  Works  Department — recom- 
mending passage  of  accompanying  order,  viz.: 

Ordered,  That,  the  sum  of  four  hundred  dollars 
($400)  be  allowed  and  paid  to  John  F.  Gallagher 
in  reimbursement  for  amount  of  execution  issued 
against  him  on  account  of  his  acts  as  an  employee 
of  the  Sanitary  Division,  Public  Works  Depart- 
ment, said  sum  to  be  charged  to  the  Contingent 
Fund. 

Report,  accepted;  said  order  passed. 

Report  on  petition  of  Parker  McKinnon  (referred 
December  31,  1945)  to  be  reimbursed  for  amount 
of  execution  issued  against  him  on  account,  of  his 
acts  as  an  employee  of  the  Sanitary  Division, 
Public  Works  Department — recommending  passage 
of  accompanying  order,  viz.: 

Ordered,  That  the  sum  of  four  hundred  fifty 
dollars  ($450)  be  allowed  and  paid  to  Parker 
McKinnon  in  reimbursement  for  amount,  of  execu- 
tion issued  against,  him  on  account,  of  his  acts  as  an 
employee  of  the  Sanitary  Division,  Public  Works 
Department,  said  sum  to  be  charged  to  the  Con- 
tingent Fund. 

Report  accepted;  said  order  passed. 


POINT    OF   INFORMATION. 

Coun.  McCORMACK — Mr.  President,  a  point 
of  information. 

President  KELLY — State  your  point  of  informa- 
tion, councilor. 

Coun.  McCORMACK— There  were  only  two 
resolutions  held  out  in  Executive,  the  one  on  the 
School  Committee  and  the  one  we  are  calling  the 
Planning  Board.  The  garage  under  the  Common 
passed  in  Executive  Committee,  and  the  subway 
was  passed.  Those  two  were  passed.  There  were 
only  two  held  up. 

President  KELLY — Well,  I  have  been  misin- 
formed, councilor.  There  were  only  two,  you  say, 
held  up  in  Executive? 

Coun.  McCORMACK— Only  two,  one  on  the 
viaduct  and  one  about  the  powers  of  the  School 
Committee. 

President  KELLY — That  being  the  case,  we  will 
go  on  on  those  other  two. 

Coun.  KINSELLA — Just  to  enlighten  the  Body, 
Mr.  President,  I  think  we  also  held  up  the  School 
Committee  resolution,  and  I  asked  that  Alexander 
Sullivan  be  brought  down. 

President  KELLY — That  is  being  held  up. 


TAKING    OF   SHELLFISH. 

Coun.  MORIARTY,  for  Coun.  CAREY,  sub- 
mitted the  following: 

Ordered,  That  the  Corporation  Counsel  be  re- 
quested, through  his  Honor  the  Mayor,  to  inform 
the  City  Council  whether  or  not  chapter  5  of  the 
Ordinances  of  1945,  concerning  the  taking  of 
shellfish,  is  legal  with  respect  to  the  authority 
of  the  City  Council  to  issue  such  licenses  and 
also  with  respect  to  the  limitation  as  to  the  number 
of  licenses  issued  yearly. 

Passed  under  suspension  of  the  rule. 


ADDITIONAL   RESOLUTIONS   SUBMITTED 
BY   THE    MAYOR. 

President  KELLY-— The    clerk    will    now    read 
the  other  two  resolutions. 

The  clerk  read  the  following  resolutions: 
1.  Resolved,  That  the  City  Council  of  Boston 
favors  the  enactment  of  legislation  entitled  "An 
Act  authorizing  the  extension  of  the  Washington 
Street  Tunnel  in  the  City  of  Boston  to  Sullivan 
square,    in    the    Charlestown    district    of    Boston 
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and  to  Forest  Hills  in  said  city,  and  the  removal 
of  the  existing  elevated  structures,"  provided  that 
said  legislation  contains  a  referendum  to  the 
Mayor  and  City  Council. 

The  report  was  accepted  and  the  resolution  was 


2.  Report  on  resolution  that  the  Council  favors 
enactment  of  legislation  entitled  "An  Act  author- 
izing, for  the  relief  of  traffic,  the  construction  of 
garage  facilities  under  the  Common  and  Public 
Garden  in  the  City  of  Boston,"  provided  that  said 
legislation  contains  a  referendum  to  the  Mayor  and 
Council — that  same  ought  to  pass. 

Coun.  BAYLEY— Mr.  President,  the  Common 
and  the  Public  Garden  are  both  situated  in  the 
district  which  I  have  the  honor  to  represent.  I 
have  always  tried  to  go  along  with  the  councilor 
from  the  district  who  was  most  concerned  on  any 
matter,  and  I  have  done  so  in  the  case  of  several 
cemeteries  and  other  matters.  When  something 
has  concerned  your  district,  I  have  gone  along 
with  you.  This  vitally  concerns  my  district. 
Now,  in  Executive,  we  had  no  chance  to  hear  the 
other  side  of  this  case.  The  chairman  of  the 
Planning  Board,  William  Stanley  Parker,  has  said 
he  was  opposed  definitely  to  a  garage  under  the 
Common.  He  was  not  given  a  chance  to  be 
heard.  I  believe  his  argument  is  that  it  will  only 
take  care  of  a  city  block.  That  is  the  number  of 
people  who  will  be  able  to  be  helped  by  this  new 
idea.  There  is  some  question  whether  a  garage 
can  be  built  under  the  Public  Garden,  because  it  is 
provided  no  other  structure  can  be  built  in  the 
Public  Garden  except  a  City  Hall,  and  there  is  a 
legal  question  if  any  building  can  be  built  in  the 
Public  Garden.  It  could  be  built  under  the  Com- 
mon, but  in  view  of  the  fact  that  the  chairman  of 
the  Planning  Board  and  the  Park  Commissioner, 
Commissioner  Long,  have  opposed,  we  should  give 
these  people  a  chance  to  be  heard.  I  have  talked 
with  some  people  in  my  district.  I  haven't  had  a 
chance  to  make  a  full  poll  of  the  district,  but  I 
hope  to  do  that  very  soon.  This  is  an  important 
matter  which  does  not  require  consent  beforehand, 
I  believe.  I  would  like  to  ask  the  City  Clerk  on 
that  matter. 

President  KELLY — I  am  informed,  councilor, 
we  have  to  give  our  consent  before  the  Legislature 
will  take  action,  because  it  involves  money  of  the 
City  of  Boston. 

Coun.  BAYLEY — This  bill  came  up  for  hearing 
in  the  Legislature  last  year  and  was  defeated  in  the 
Legislature.  Our  consent  was  not  asked  at  that 
time.  The  committee  reported  adversely,  and  it 
was  defeated. 


•President  KELLY — Evidently  our  consent  was 
not  asked  last  year.     It  is  being  asked  this  year. 

Coun.  BAYLEY — Is  it  necessary,  in  view  of  the 
fact  it  was  reported  by  last  year?     Is  that  so? 

President  KELLY — The  Chair  will  so  rule,  until 
I  find  out  definitely 

Coun.  KINSELLA — Mr.  President,  last  year 
I  think  when  it  was  talked  of,  it  was  talked  of  as  a 
state  venture,  and  didn't  require  our  support. 
This  year  the  city  is  going  to  do  it,  and  I  think  it 
will  require  our  support.  Last  year  it  was  talked 
of  as  a  state  venture. 

President  KELLY — Your  point  of  information 
is  well  taken. 

Coun.  BAYLEY — In  conclusion,  Mr.  Presi- 
dent, this  is  my  district,  as  I  said  before.  I  hope 
the  councilors  will  go  along  with  something  that 
concerns  my  district  more  than  any  other.  There 
is  some  question  if  this  is  a  state  venture  or  should 
be  done  in  private  industry.  You  heard  the 
City  Auditor  say  it  would  be  much  better  done 
in  private  industry,  and  not  by  state  or  city  grant. 
All  I  am  asking  is  that  this  be  referred  back  to 
Executive,  and  next  week  that  we  call  up  the 
chairman  of  the  Planning  Board  and  the  Park 
Commissioner,  and  at  least  hear  their  side  of  the 
story,  where  they  have  indicated  their  opposition. 
This  bill,  with  all  the  elements  presented  to  us, 
we  should  hear  from  both  sides,  and  I  move  and 
hope  that  you  will  go  along  with  me,  as  the  coun- 
cilor from  Ward  5,  that  this  be  referred  to  the 
Executive  Committee,  referred  back  for  action 
on  it  next  week. 

A  vote  was  taken  and  the  motion  to  refer  back 
to  the  Executive  Committee  was  lost. 

Coun.  BAYLEY  doubted  the  vote,  and  Presi- 
dent KELLY  asked  for  a  rising  vote.  A  rising 
vote  was  taken  and  the  motion  was  lost. 

Coun.  BAYLEY — I  asked  for  a  roll  call  in  the 
hope  that  two  other  councilors  will  rise  for  me  on  a 
matter  that  concerns  my  district. 

The  roll  was  called  on  the  motion  to  refer  back 
to  Executive  Committee,  and  the  motion  was 
lost,   yeas  4,   nays  8: 

Yeas — Coun.  Bayley,  Cantwell,  Muchnick, 
Russo — 4. 

Nays — Coun.  Bryan,  Cook,  Hannon,  Kinsella, 
Lane,    Madden,    McCormack,    Moriarty — 8. 

The  question  came  on  the  passage  of  the  resolu- 
tion and  the  resolution  was  passed. 


Adjourned,  on  motion  of  Coun.  BAYLEY, 
at  5.07  p.  m.,  to  meet  on  Mond'ay,  February  18, 
1946,  at  2  p.  m. 
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CITY  OF  BOSTON. 


Proceedings  of  City  Council. 


Monday,  February  18,  194G. 

Regular  meeting  of  the  City  Council  held  in  the 
Council  Chamber,  City  Hall,  at  2  p.  m.,  President 
KELLY  presiding.  Absent,  Coun.  Coffey  and 
Scannell. 

The  meeting  was  opened  with  the  salute  to  the 


VETO    OF    PROPOSED    AMENDMENT    RE 
FIRE   DEPARTMENT. 
The  following  was  received: 

City  of  Boston, 
Office  of  the  Mayor,  February  14,  1946. 
To  the  City  Council. 

Gentlemen, — I  beg  to  return  herewith,  without 
my  signature  and  disapproved,  a  proposed  amend- 
ment to  the  ordinances  adopted  by  your  Honorable 
Body,  under  date  of  February  11,  1946,  for  the 
reasons  as  hereinafter  set  forth: 

The  change  recommended,  effective  as  of 
April  3,  rather  than  as  of  six  months  after  termin- 
ation of  the  war,  is  impossible  of  acceptance  at 
this  time,  due  to  the  financial  condition  of  the 
city. 

It  is  estimated  that  the  adoption  of  the  pro- 
posed amendment  would  increase  the  expendi- 
tures of  the  Fire  Department,  in  this  particular 
item,  to  the  amount  of  $200,000,  and  there  is  no 
way  that  I  can  justify  this  additional  expenditure 
at  this  time. 

In  the  event,  however,  that  a  subsequent  amend- 
ment is  submitted  by  your  Honorable  Body,  which 
will  not  impair  the  effectiveness  of  the  service,  nor 
increase  the  cost  of  operation  of  the  Fire  Depart- 
ment, I  shall  be  pleased  to  consider  the  same. 
Respectfully, 
James  M.  Curley,  Mayor. 
Placed  on  file. 


APPOINTMENTS   BY    THE    MAYOR. 

Subject  to  confirmation  by  the  Council,  the' 
Mayor  submitted  the  following  appointments,  viz.: 

Weigher  of  Coal,  for  term  ending  April  30,  1946, 
Alan  W.  Smith,  103  Norfolk  street,  Wollaston, 
Mass. 

Measurer  of  Leather,  for  term  ending  April  30, 
1946,  Ralph  C.  Dobson,  22  Magee  street,  Boston. 

Constable  for  term  ending  April  30,  1946,  with 
authority  to  serve  civil  process  upon  filing  of 
bond,  John  L.  Priest,  68  Adamson  street,  Boston. 

Constables  to  serve  without  bond  and  without 
authority  to  serve  civil  process  for  term  ending 
April  30,    1946: 

Charles  A.  Cantwell,  4  Violante  street,  Matta- 
pan;  Rudolph  F.  Watson,  170  Orient  avenue, 
East  Boston;  Robert  H.  Kopp,  14  Ronan  street, 
Dorchester;  Carl  H.  Kohlus,  1463  Centre  street, 
West  Roxbury;  Edward  J.  Maclsaac,  150  Welles 
avenue,  Dorchester;  Lawrence  Linnehan,  5  Peter- 
borough street,  Boston;  John  Walter  Toole, 
34  Rodman  street,  Jamaica  Plain;  Jeremiah  A. 
Daley,  14  Concord  street,  Boston. 

Severally  laid  over  a  week  under  the-  law. 


EMERGENCY   REPAIRS   ON   STREETS. 

The  following  was  received: 

City  of  Boston, 
Office  of  the  Mayor,  February  16,  1946. 
To  the  City  Council. 

Gentlemen, — I  transmit  herewith  a  communi- 
cation from  the  Public  Works  Commissioner 
relative  to  your  order  of  January  14,  1946,  con- 
cerning repair  of  streets. 

Respectfully, 
James  M.  Cueley,  Mayor. 


City  of  Boston, 
Public  Works  Department, 

February  7,  1946. 
To    J.    Joseph    Connors,    Chief    Clerk,    Mayor's 

Office. 
From    Robert    P.    Curley,    Commissioner,    Public 

Works   Department. 
Subject:  Council   Order. 

I  return  herewith  order  in  City  Council  that  the 
Public  Works  Commissioner  make  emergency 
repairs  immediately  on  all  streets  which,  because 
of  gaping  holes  in  them,  are  a  danger  to  vehicular 
traffic  and  can  be  the  cause  of  substantial  claims 
against  the  city. 

Please  be  advised  that  the  foremen  of  the  various 
divisions  of  the  Highway  Department  have  been 
ordered  to  patch  the  holes  appearing  in  the  streets 
that   come   within   their  jurisdiction. 

Kindly  rest  assured  that  everything  that  can 
be  done  in  this  matter  is  being  done  by  the  High- 
way Division  to  eliminate  claims  against  the 
City  of  Boston. 

Robert  P.  Curley, 
Commissioner  of  Public  Works. 
Placed  on  file. 


REPAIR   OF   WARD    12   STREETS. 
The  following  was  received: 

City  of  Boston, 
Office  of  the  Mayor,  February  16,  1946. 
To  the  City  Council. 

Gentlemen, — I  transmit  herewith  a  communi- 
cation from  the  Public  Works  Commissioner 
relative  to  your  order  of  January  14,  1946,  con- 
cerning repair  of  streets. 

Respectfully, 
James  M.  Curley,  Mayor. 

City  of  Boston, 
Public  Works  Department, 

February  15,  1946. 
To  J.  Joseph  Connors,  Chief  Clerk,  Mayor's  Office. 
From    Robert    P.    Curley,    Commissioner,    Public 

Works  Department. 
Subject:  Humboldt  Avenue,  Warren  Street,  Blue 
Hill  Avenue. 
I  return  herewith  order  in  City  Council  that  the 
Commissioner  of  Public  Works  repair  and  resur- 
face Humboldt  avenue,  Warren  street  and  Blue 
Hill  avenue  to  Grove  Hall,  Ward  12. 

Please  be  advised  that  the  above-named  streets 
are  on  the  list  for  consideration  for  construction 
this  year. 

Robert  P.  Curley, 
Commissioner  of  Public  Works. 
Placed  on  file. 


INSTALLATION      OF      TRAFFIC      LIGHTS, 
WARD    3. 

The  following  was  received: 

City  of  Boston, 
Office  of  the  Mayor,  January  28,  1946. 
To  the  City  Council. 

Gentlemen, — I  transmit  herewith  for  your 
consideration  a  communication  from  the  Traffic 
Commissioner  regarding  your  order  of  January  14, 
1946,  relative  to  the  installation  of  additional 
traffic  lights  at  various  intersections  in  Ward  3. 
Respectfully, 
James  M.  Curley,  Mayor. 

City  of  Boston, 
Traffic  Commission,  January  24,  1946. 
Hon.  James  M.  Curley, 

Mayor  of  Boston. 
Dear  Mr.  Mayor, — This  is  in  reply  to  Council 
order    dated    January    14,    1946,    which   reads    as 
follows: 

"Ordered,  That  the  Traffic  Commissioner  be 
directed,  through  his  Honor  the  Mayor,  to  include 
in  the  budget  for  1946  an  amount  sufficient  to 
provide  for  the  installation  of  additional  traffic 
lights  at  various  intersections  in  the  Ward  3 
district  of  Boston." 

The  program  inaugurated  in  1942  for  installing 
traffic  signals  at  twenty-four  intersections  through- 
out the  city  was  interrupted  by  the  war  because 
traffic  signal  mechanisms  were  not  available. 

This  program  included  several  intersections  in 
Ward  3.  It  is  assumed  that  this  program  will  be 
resumed  during  1946. 

Respectfully  yours, 
William  P.  Hickey,  Commissioner. 

Placed  on  file. 
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APPROPRIATION    POP    CEMETERT 

lm  tsiON. 

The  following  was  reoeived: 

i  uy  of  Boston, 
Office  of  the  Mayor,  February  15,  1946. 
To  the  City  Counoil. 

Gentlemen, — In  the  preparation  oi  the  1946 
budget  provision  "as  made,  as  in  previous  years. 
that  $60,000  of  the  maintenance  expenses  of  the 
Cemetei  \  Dh  ision  of  the  Park  Department  should 
be  charged  against  income  of  the  Cemetery  Fund. 
Before  this  income  can  be  utilized  it  is  necessary 
that  an  appropriation  be  made. 

1  accordingly  submit  herewith,  in  accordance 
with  the  provisions  of  chapter  117  of  the  Acts  of 
L913,  an  order  providing  for  the  appropriation 
from  the  income  of  the  Cemetery  Fund  in  the  sum 
of  $60,000,  the  same  to  be  utilized  in  meeting 
maintenance  expenses  of  the  Cemetery  Division, 
and  respectfully  recommend  adoption  by  your 
Honorable  Body. 

Respectfully, 
James   M.   Curley,  Mayor. 

City  of  Boston, 
Park  Department,  February  14,  1946. 
Hon.  James  M.  Curley, 

Mavor  of  Boston. 
Dear  Sir, — By  vote  of  the  Board  of  Park  Com- 
missioners you  are  respectfully  requested  to  issue 
an  order  on  the  City  Council  that  the  sum  of 
$60  000  be  appropriated  from  the  income  of  the 
General  Cemetery  Fund  to  be  expended,  under  the 
direction  of  the  Park  Commissioner,  for  Cemetery 
Division  Maintenance  and  Improvement.  This 
sum  is  to  be  appropriated  under  the  provisions  of 
chapter  117  of  the  Acts  of  1913. 

When  making  up  the  budget  estimates  tor  the 
Cemetery  Division  for  the  year  1946,  it  was 
indicated  that  the  amount  of  $60,000  could  be 
deducted  from  the  A-l  item  (permanent  em- 
ployees) if  permission  was  given  to  use  §60,000 
for'  Maintenance  and  Improvement  from  the 
General  Cemetery  Fund. 

Respectfully  yours, 
William  P.  Long,  Chairman. 

Ordered,  That  under  the  provisions  of  chapter 
117,  Acts  of  1913,  the  sum  of  $60,000  be,  and 
hereby  is,  appropriated  from  the  income  of  the 
Cemetery  Fund,  to  be  expended,  under  the  direc- 
tion of  the  Park  Commissioner,  for  Cemetery 
Division,  Maintenance  and  Improvement. 

Referred  to  Committee  on  Appropriations. 


PETITIONS   REFERRED. 

The  following  petitions  were  received  and 
referred  to  the  committees  named,  viz.: 

Claims. 

Domenico  and  Nicolina  Birrittieri,  for  com- 
pensation for  damage  to  property  at  52  and  52A 
King  street,  caused  by  break  in  water  main. 

Mary  Cangeme,  for  compensation  for  damage  to 
car  at  46  King  street,  caused  by  broken  water  pipe . 

Luigi  and  Maria  Cappuccio,  for  compensation 
for  damage  to  property  at  48  King  street,  caused 
by  broken  water  pipe. 

William  J.  and  Mary  Driscoll,  for  compensation 
for  damage  to  property  at  49  King  street,  caused 
by  broken  water  pipe. 

Harry  S.  Huether,  to  be  reimbursed  as  result  of 
accident  which  occurred  while  in  performance  of 
duty. 

Thomas  F.  Larkin,  to  be  reimbursed  as  result  of 
accident  which  occurred  while  in  performance  of 
duty. 

Archie  Mooradian,  for  compensation  for  damage 
to  car  by  fire  apparatus. 

Joseph  J.  Powers,  for  compensation  for  damage 
to  property  at  49  King  street,  caused  by  break  in 
water  pipe. 

Charles  M.  Sylvia,  to  be  reimbursed  as  result  of 
accident  which  occurred  while  in  performance  of 
duty. 

Anna  White,  for  compensation  for  damage  to 
coat  caused  by  projection  in  Houghton  and 
Dutton  building. 

Executive. 

Mrs.  Rita  Barrett,  to  be  paid  annuity  on  account 
of  death  of  her  husband,  Edward  J.  Barrett,  lato 
member  of  Fire  Department. 


Committee  on  Licenses. 
Petition  of  Brush  Hill  Transportation  Company 
iiii    lieoiiM-  i  o  opn  ale  moloi    vehicles  from   Boston 
Milton  line,  Mattapan  square  to  Hyde  Park. 


PERMITS   FOR   CHILDREN. 

Petitions  for  children  under  fifteen  years  of  age 
to  appear  at  places  of  public  amusement  were 
received  as  follows: 

Tributary  Children's  Theatre,  New  England 
Mutual  Hall,  February  23  and  March  9. 

Hazel  Boone,  Lee  Auditorium,  March  7,  14. 

Permits  granted  under  usual  conditions. 


APPOINTMENT  OF  DIVISION  ENGINEER, 
HIGHWAY   DIVISION. 

Notice  was  received  from  Robert  P.  Curley, 
Commissioner  of  Public  Works,  of  appointment  of 
Richard  C.  Dwyer,  224  Arborway,  Jamaica  Plain, 
to  position  of  Division  Engineer,  Highway 
Division. 

Placed  on  file. 


DESIGNATION   OF  EXAMINING 
PHYSICIAN. 

Notice  was  received  from  the  Mayor  of  designa- 
tion of  John  A.  Foley,  2  Wilbur  street,  Dorchester, 
as  examining  physician  for  the  city  and  county 
under  the  provisions  of  General  Laws,  chapter  32, 
sections  56-60. 

Placed  on  file. 


RESIGNATION  OF  EUGENE  F.  LALLY. 

Notice  was  received  of  resignation  as  of  Feb- 
ruary 15,  1946,  of  Eugene  F.  Lally,  Chairman  of 
Board  of  Real  Estate  Commissioners. 

Placed  on  file. 


APPOINTMENTS   BY   THE   MAYOR. 

Notices  were  received  from  the  Mayor  of  the 
following  appointments: 

Irving  Lewis,  32  Linwood  street,  Roxbury, 
member  of  Board  of  Real  Estate  Commissioners, 
for  term  ending  April  30,  1946,  vice  Eugene  F. 
Lally,  resigned. 

Joseph  F.  Timilty,  120  Beacon  street,  Hyde 
Park,  trustee  of  City  Hospital,  for  term  ending 
April  30,  1950,  vice  Carl  Dreyfus,  resigned. 

Severally  placed  on  file. 


DESIGNATION  OF  CHAIRMAN,  BOARD  OF 
REAL  ESTATE   COMMISSIONERS. 

Notice  was  received  from  the  Mayor  of  designa- 
tion of  Irving  Lewis  of  32  Linwood  street,  Rox- 
bury, as  Chairman  of  Board  of  Real  Estate 
Commissioners. 

Placed  on  file. 


BORROWING  CAPACITY  OF  CITY  FOR  1946. 

The  following  was  received: 
City  of  Boston, 
Board  of  Commissioners  of  Sinking  Funds, 

February  6,  1946. 
John  B.  Kelly, 

President,  Boston  City  Council. 
Dear  Sir, — In  accordance  with  the  provisions  of 
chapter  93,  Acts  of  1891,  chapter  267,  Special  Acts 
of  1916,  and  chapter  225,  Acts  of  1931,  it  is  esti- 
mated that  the  amount  which  the  city  will  be  able 
to    borrow    during    the    present    municipal    year, 
within  the  debt  limit  established  by  law,  is  $13,- 
321,069.28,  as  per  schedule  annexed. 
Respectfully, 
Arthur  J.  Kelly, 
William  B.  Carolan, 
Patrick  F.  McDonald, 
John  O.  Stubbb, 
Board  of  Commissioners  of  Sinking  Funds. 
Charles  J.  Fox, 

City  Auditor. 
Henry  F.  Brennan, 

City  Treasurer. 


FEBRUARY     18,     1946- 
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City  of  Boston  and  County  op  Suffolk. 
Debt  and  Sinking  Funds. 
Debt-Incurring  Power  in  1946. 
Total  debt  incurring  power  within  the  debt  limit  (2j  per  cent  of  $1,436,571,039,  the  aver- 
age assessed  valuation  for  three  years,  less  abatements) 835,914,275  98 

Debt  incurred:- 

Total  funded  debt,  city  and  county $129,378,750  00 

Funded  debt  outside  the  debt  limit  (debt  exempted  from  the  operation  of 
the  law  limiting  municipal  indebtedness) : 

City  Debt $13,561,250  00 

Traffic  Tunnel  Debt 19,600,000  00 

Traffic  Tunnel  Retirement  Debt - 16,045,000  00 

County  Debt 1,242,000  00 

Rapid  Transit  Debt 51,912,500  00 


$102,360,750  00 


Funded  debt  for  Public  Works,  Administration  projects, 
issued  under  authority  of  chapter  366,  Acts  of  1933,  as 
amended  by  chapter  21,  Acts  of  1934 


3,600,000  00 


Funded  debt  within  the  debt  limit 

Offsets  to  funded  debt: 

Sinking  Funds $34,659,679  05 

Less  sinking  funds  for  debt  outside  the  debt  limit: 

City $498,657  52 

Rapid  Transit 14,370,621  56 

Traffic  Tunnel '     19,225,606  67 

34,094,885  75 

Offsets  to  funded  debt  within  the  debt  limit 


105,960,750  00 
$23,418,000  00 


564,793  30 

Net  indebtedness  within  the  debt  limit,  December  31,  1945 $22,853,206  70 

Loans  authorized  but  not  issued  (within  the  debt  limit) 3,485,000  00 


Used  debt  incurring  power  within  the  debt  limit 26,338,206  70 


Unused  debt  incurring  power  within  the  debt  limit,  January  1,  1945 $9,576,069  28 

Estimated  increase  during  the  year  by: 

Serial  bonds  redeemable  during  year 3,745,000  00 

Estimated  amount  of  indebtedness  that  may  legally  be  incurred  within  the  debt  limit  during 

the  municipal  year $13,321,069  28 

Placed  on  file. 


CONVERSION  OF  SCHOOL  BUILDINGS 
INTO   APARTMENTS. 

Coun.  LINEHAN  offered  the  following: 
Ordered,  That  his  Honor  the  Mayor  be  requested 
to  take  up  with  the  Boston  Housing  Authority  the 
matter  of  accepting  the  school  buildings  offered 
by  the  School  Committee  for  immediate  conversion 
into  apartment  houses  for  veterans  and  their 
families. 

Coun.  LINEHAN — Mr.  President,  speaking  in 
regard  to  the  first  order,  in  regard  to  his  Honor  the 
Mayor  taking  up  with  the  Boston  Housing  Author- 
ity the  conversion  of  some  of  the  school  buildings 
into  apartments  for  veterans,  I  would  like  to  say  a 
few  words.  According  to  the  newspaper,  the 
Boston  Housing  Authority  will  soon  start  con- 
structing a  housing  project  in  South  Boston,  and  in 
July  another  housing  project  in  the  South  End, 
near  the  Cathedral.  It  seems  to  me  those  projects 
will  not  be  ready  for  six  months  to  a  year  after 
that,  so  it  will  probably  be  a  year  and  a  half  before 
there  are  any  apartments  available  in  either  one 
of  those  projects.  Now,  we  all  know  that  the 
housing  situation  is  a  bad  one  at  the  present  time, 
and  that  is  why  we  say  now  is  the  time  to  act — 
not  a  year  and  a  half  from  now,  but  now.  And  up 
to  now  there  hasn't  been  anything  done  to  try  to 
help  the  housing  of  veterans,  other  than  the  fact 
that  the  Boston  Housing  Authority  has  set  out  a 
proposition  whereby  only  veterans  can  get  into 
the  project.  Now,  all  well  and  good,  but  un- 
fortunately there  are  very  few  vacancies  in  housing 
projects  during  the  winter  time,  and  there  aren't 
going  to  be  many  more  when  the  summer  time 
rolls  around.  So  it  does  not  look  very  good  in  the 
near  future  for  taking  care  of  many  veterans. 
Now,  the  School  Department  recently  in  the  news- 
papers suggested  that  quite  a  few  of  their  school 
buildings  that  no  longer  house  school  children  be 
turned  over  to  the  city,  to  be  converted  into  apart- 
ment houses  for  veterans.  Well,  it  doesn't  seem 
to  me  that  the  city  can  take  those  school  buildings 
at  the  present  time  and  convert  them  into  apart- 
ment houses.  I  don't  think  the  city  is  in  a  position 
to  go  into  apartment  house  building  and  leasing 
buildings  to  tenants.     But  there  is  one  agency  in 


the  city  to  do  such  a  thing.  I  refer  to  the  Boston 
Housing  Authority,  and  that  has  already  considered 
the  advisability  of  taking  over  Camp  McKay  and 
converting  it  into  apartments  for  veterans.  But, 
unfortunately,  the  veterans  themselves  don't  want 
to  be  stuck  in  good  old  Camp  McKay,  and  for  the 
very  good  reason  that  the  buildings  over  there 
aren't  fit  for  people  to  live  in.  Soldiers  have  lived 
there,  but  I  don't  think  that  children  should  live 
in  them  at  the  present  time,  and  I  don't  think  that 
they  could  be  converted  so  that  they  would  be 
appropriate.  But  I  do  think  that  these  school 
buildings  can  be  converted  into  apartment  houses 
that  will  house  veterans.  And  I  sincerely  hope 
that  his  Honor  the  Mayor  will  contact  the  Housing 
Authority  and  see  if  they  will  do  something  about 
it  in  the  very  near  future — and  I  mean  the  very 
near  future — because  the  veterans  are  sick  of 
trying  to  get  housed.  And,  as  I  said  before,  no 
agency  in  the  government  has  done  very  much 
about  it.  We  read  in  the  paper  how  Congress  is 
considering  bills  before  them,  and  is  still  con- 
sidering them,  and  it  seems  to  me,  if  the  Boston 
Housing  Authority  will  get  to  work  on  this  and 
convert  school  buildings  into  apartment  houses, 
something  will  be  done  for  the  veterans.  Now,  if 
the  Boston  Housing  Authority  doesn't  see  fit  to 
do  such  a  thing,  it  seems  to  me  that  there  is  one 
very  important  thing  that  can  be  done,  and  that 
is  for  private  industry  to  buy  those  school  buildings 
at  a  low  price,  if  it  is  to  be  with  the  understanding 
that  they  will  be  converted  into  apartment  houses 
by  private  industry,  and  that  they  will  house 
veterans  at  a  reasonable  figure,  at  a  reasonable 
rental.  Now,  if  we  can  only  do  that,  it  means 
that  we  increase  the  taxable  property  in  the  City 
of  Boston,  and  that  is  the  one  thing  that  has  to  be 
done  here  in  the  next  few  years  if  the  city  is  going 
to  come  back.  We  have  to  get  more  real  estate 
into  the  taxable  rolls,  and  the  sooner  we  do  it  the 
better  off  the  city  will  be.  And  I  sincerely  hope 
his  Honor  the  Mayor  will  very  quickly  communi- 
cate with  the  Boston  Housing  Authority  in  regard 
to  this  matter  and,  if  they  don't  feel  like  going 
into  this  proposition,  induce  private  industry  to 
~et  into  this  thing  and  give  the  veterans  housing 
in  the  very  near  future.     And  I  mean  within  the 
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oexl  si\  months,  and  not  a  year  and  a  half  from 
now,  like  ii  looks  as  though  they  will  have  to  wail 
in  regard  to  our  housing  projects  that  will  be  built 
by  the  Boston  Housing  Authority. 

The  order  was  passed  under  suspension  of  the 
rule. 


I  ONSTRUCTION   OF   HOSPITAL 
WHITE   FUND. 


in 


Conn.  LINEHAN  offered  the  following: 
Ordered,  That  the  trustees  of  the  George  Robert 
White  Fund  be  requested,  through  his  Honor  the 
.Mayor,  to  consider  the  advisability  of  constructing 
a  memorial  hospital  for  the  treatment  of  infantile 
paralysis  and  other  contagious  diseases. 

Coun.  LINEHAN — Now,  in  regard  lo  the 
second  order,  requesting  his  Honor  the  Mayor  to 
contact  members  of  the  George  Robert  White 
Fund  to  consider  the  advisability  of  building  a 
hospital  in  the  City  Hospital  to  take  care  of  people 
afflicted  with  infantile  paralysis  and  other  con- 
tagious diseases,  I  would  like  to  take  a  few  minutes 
of  the  time  of  this  Body.  I  realize  that  the 
President  of  the  City  Council  is  a  member  of  the 
Oeorge  Robert  White  Fund  committee,  and  I 
know,  as  a  private  citizen,  he  has  been  in  the 
South  Department  of  the  City  Hospital,  and  he 
knows  what  is  there.  As  you  all  know  in  here, 
I  have  been  going  to  the  South  Department  now 
for  a  period  of  about  six  months,  and  I  find  the 
service  wonderful.  Doctor  Manary,  through  his 
assistants,  Doctor  Place  and  Doctor  Prizer,  is 
doing  a  wonderful  job  with  what  they  have  got, 
but  I  am  sorry  to  say  they  haven't  got  much. 
The  treatment  of  infantile  paralysis  in  the  Boston 
City  Hospital  is  excellent  up  to  the  time  a  patient 
is  all  through  with  what  they  call  the  acute  stage. 
That  means  the  pain  has  all  left  the  body,  and 
the  person  is  left  with  what  she  has  got.  There 
will  be  no  more,  you  might  say,  bad  results  from 
it.  But  let  us  say  the  patient  is  left  without  the 
use  of  arms  or  legs,  or  whatever  it  might  be.  I  am 
sorry  to  say  the  City  Hospital  is  not  in  a  very 
good  position  to  take  care  of  those  patients,  and 
for  one  reason — they  haven't  got  a  proper  hospital 
over  there  to  take  care  of  infantile  paralysis 
cases.  Now,  as  you  all  know,  due  to  advertising 
and  publicity  that  has  been  given  to  the  Kenney 
Foundation  down  in  Warm  Springs,  Georgia, 
you  hear  a  lot  about  baths  and  pools,  and  whirl- 
pools, and  Kenney  treatment  of  patients  afflicted 
with  infantile  paralysis.  We  have  heard  how  a 
lot  of  money  has  been  sent  out  of  Boston  to  help 
treat  people  afflicted  with  this  terrible  disease. 
We  have  also  heard  of  the  infantile  paralysis 
foundation  giving  money  to  different  agencies  in 
Boston  to  help  combat  the  disease.  I  am  sorry 
to  say  there  isn't  very  much  given  to  the  City 
Hospital,  and  for  very  obvious  reasons.  It  is 
because  they  have  not  got  very  much  over  there 
to  treat  with,  and  they  haven't  got  the  reputation 
of  successfully  treating  them  after  the  acute  stage. 
Now,  what  does  that  mean?  It  means  this. 
That  there  are  some  poor,  unfortunate  people 
who  like  to  stay  in  Boston,  and  when  they  are 
sick  particularly  they  like  to  see  friends  who  might 
come  to  see  them  once  a  week,  or  whatever  it 
might  be.  Now,  they  haven't  got  very  much 
of  a  choice  if  they  are  adults.  If  they  are  chil- 
dren, they  can  go  to  the  Children's  Hospital  and 
be  treated  by  Harvard,  and  if  they  are  very  bad 
cases,  they  can  be  taken  care  of  in  the  Baker 
Memorial,  which  is  doing  a  very  good  job  for 
children.  So  the  only  alternative  for  anybody 
who  is  an  adult  afflicted  with  infantile  paralysis 
is  one  of  two  things.  They  can  either  go  out  to 
Milwaukee,  the  Kenney  Foundation,  or  they  can 
go  down  to  Warm  Springs,  Georgia.  And  I  am 
sorry  to  say  that  I  know  of  one  person  that  doesn't 
want  to  leave  Boston  and  go  down  to  Warm 
Springs,  Georgia,  with  the  thought  of  being  all 
alone  and  having  no  friends  to  visit.  Now,  it 
doesn't  only  happen  to  that  individual.  It  happens 
to  probably  every  individual  who  might  go  to  a 
hospital  afflicted  with  infantile  paralysis.  It 
seems  to  me  it  is  a  mockery  on  Boston  go  think 
we  have  not  a  really  good  place  in  this  city  to  take 
care  of  such  cases.  ,\'ow.  I  certainly  don't  want 
to  have  thi  city  spend  money  at  this  time  for 
improvements.  I  think  the  best  thing  we  can  do 
is  try  to  lower  the  tax  rate.  We  can't  do  il  by 
.-pending  money  on  improvements,  but  I  do  think 
we  have  millions,  of  dollars  I  am  not  sure  how 
many   millions;   now,    but    we   have   millions — and 
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board  of  trustees  to  spend  monej  for  additional 
health  units,  but  to  no  avail.  But  here  we  have 
something  new,  something  the  city  needs,  and 
il  is  something  which  the  city  has  not  dine  up  to 
now.  And  I  bring  this  fact  Out  today,  due  to 
the  fact  that  we  do  know  from  previous  debates 
in  this  Council  that  the  George  Robert  White 
money,  the  fund  money,  can  only  be.  spent  on 
certain  projects.  It,  can  be  spent  on  things 
of  utility,  things  which  the  city  does  not  ordinarily 
provide  for.  And  I  can  surely  say  that  the  City 
of  Boston  does  not  provide  for  the  proper  treat- 
ment of  people  who  are  afflicted  with  infantile 
paralysis.  I  certainly  think  that  the  Corporation 
Counsel  would  rule  that  the  money  in  that  par- 
ticular fund  could  be  used  for  such  a  worthy 
project.  Now,  leaving  the  subject  of  infantile 
paralysis,  once  again  may  I  pay  tribute  to  Doctor 
Place,  who  is  in  charge  of  that  hospital,  and 
Doctor  Prizer,  as  well,  who,  as  is  well  known, 
has  a  child  in  there  afflicted  with  a  contagious 
disease,  and  knows  they  give  A-l  treatment  with 
what  they  have.  But  what  have  we  got?  Take, 
for  example,  scarlet  fever.  I  don't  know  how 
many  types  of  scarlet  fever  there  are,  but  prob- 
ably about  twenty.  I  am  not  a  doctor,  but  I 
know  there  are  more  then  ten.  I  can  tell  that. 
And  they  are  numbered*  Now,  a  person  might 
be  afflicted  with,  say,  No.  1,  No.  2  or  No.  3, 
whatever  particular  group  they  fall  in.  And  it  is 
possible  for  the  one  who  was  afflicted  with  No.  1, 
who  is  a  patient  that  gets  better,  to  come  down 
with  No.  3  or  No.  4,  after  they  have  contracted 
it  from  some  patient  that  is  right  next  to  them. 
Now,  here  is  what  I  am  trying  to  drive  at.  When 
you  are  treating  contagious  diseases  you  should 
isolate  the  patient,  and  I  am  sorry  to  say  in  the 
South  Department  the  buildings  are  so  darned 
old  that  they  are  not  properly  constructed  to 
isolate  the  patients.  We  need  an  up-to-date 
contagious  hospital,  which  I  think  could  be  housed 
with  the  particular  hospital  I  spoke  of  awhile 
ago,  for  the  treatment  of  infantile  paralysis. 
If  we  could  open  a  floor  to  this  so-called  infantile 
paralysis,  we  could  then  construct  additional 
floors  to  take  care  of  other  contagious  diseases, 
and  I  just  mentioned  one,  scarlet  fever.  Now,  as 
the  gentleman  from  West  Roxbury  well  knows, 
they  have  about  twelve  little  children  so  afflicted 
with  scarlet  fever  in  the  one  room — a  room  prob- 
ably about  one-third  as  large  as  this.  And, 
due  to  the  improper  segregation  or  isolation  of 
those  patients,  it  is  possible  for  one  of  those 
patients  to  become  afflicted  with  three  different 
types  of  scarlet  fever.  Whereas  if  we  had  a 
modern  hospital,  each  patient  afflicted  with  a 
contagious  disease  could  get  well  of  that^  par- 
ticular disease  with  which  they  are  afflicted, 
and  they  would  not  contract  the  other.  And  I 
sincerely  hope,  with  all  of  the  so-called  money 
that  is  spent  for  the  upkeep  of  our  hospital,  and  the 
so-called  marvelous  reputation  the  City  Hospital 
is  supposed  to  have  for  the  treatment  of  different 
diseases — I  certainly  hope  they  can  improve  the 
treatment  of  contagious  diseases  to  such  an  extent 
that  the  City  Hospital  will  be  A-l  in  the  country, 
along  with  their  surgical  building  and  other  things 
which  they  treat,  and  for  which  they  have  a 
wonderful  reputation  of  treating.  But  I  am 
sorry  to  say  it  is  a  sad  state  of  affairs  to  think 
that  the  City  of  Boston  has  not  got  a  proper 
place  to  treat  infantile  paralysis  patients.  And 
I  am  also  sorry  to  say — and  I  only  learned  of  it 
in  the  last  six  months — what  you  can  learn  if 
you  get  around — that  it  is  certainly  a  travesty 
to  think  how  we  take  care  of  contagious  cases. 
I  certainly  hope  that  the  Boston  City  Council 
and  other  members  of  the  George  Robert  White 
Fund  will  study  this  thing  seriously,  as  I  studied 
it  seriously  with  Doctor  Place.  That  poor  gentle- 
man who  has  been  over  there  in  charge  of  the 
South  Department  for  thirty  years,  and  is  dis- 
couraged because  of  the  lack  of  facilities,  proper 
facilities,  will  agree  with  me  it  is  about  time  some- 
body did  something  for  them.  And  I  hope  that 
the  money  comes  from  the  George  Robert  White 
Fund,  where  it  will  not  affect  the  tax  rate  of  the 
City  of  Boston.  I  sincerely  hope  that  the  members 
ol  that  trust  will  give  this  very  favorable  con- 
sideration, and  in  the  future  I  don't  doubt,  if  they 
do,  and  we  treat  infantile  paralysis  cases  in  that 
new  building,  you  will  find  that  all  this  money,  or 
that  some  of  this  money  that  is  being  spent  through- 
out the  country,  in  Milwaukee  and  in  Georgia, 
which  is  collected  at  birthday  balls  each  year — 
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that  a  lot  of  that  will  go  towards  maintaining 
that  new  building  for  the  treatment  of  infantile 
paralysis    and   other    contagious   diseases. 

The  order  was  passed  under  suspension  of  the 
rule. 


TRAFFIC   SIGNALS,   WARD   7. 

Coun.  LINEHAN  offered  the  following: 
Ordered,  That  the  Traffic  Commissioner  be 
requested,  through  his  Honor  the  Mayor,  to  install 
automatic  traffic  signals  at  the  corner  of  East 
Eighth  and  L  streets,  Ward  7,  which  is  a  very 
dangerous  intersection. 

Passed  under  suspension  of  the  rule. 


AMENDMENT    OF    COMPENSATION    AND 
CLASSIFICATION   PLANS. 

Coun.  KELLY  and  HURLEY  offered  the 
following: 

Ordered,  That  the  Compensation  and  Classifi- 
cation Plans  and  Rules  for  Officers  and  Employees 
of  Suffolk  County  be,  and  hereby  are,  amended  as 
follows: 

In  the  class  "Assistant  Clerk  of  Courts,"  under 
the  "Range  of  Compensation,  District  Court  of 
Chelsea,"  by  striking  out  "Annual  $2,200-32,400- 
$2,600-82,700 "  and  inserting  in  place  thereof 
"Annual  $2,700-$2 ;900-S3,100-$3,300." 

Referred  to  the  Budget  Commissioner  for  report. 


ACTION   ON   CONSTABLES. 

President  KELLY  called  up,  under  unfinished 
business,  No.  1  on  the  calendar,  viz.: 

1.  Action  on  appointments  submitted  by  the 
Mayor  February  11,  1946,  of  Frank  J.  Moriarty, 
James  J.  Murphy,  Edward  H.  Nelligan,  Leo  E. 
Hynes,  Robert  J.  Lawler,  Peter  Salem,  John  F. 
Foley  and  Sabino  D'Alto,  to  be  Constables,  not 
authorized  to  serve  civil  process. 

The  question  came  on  confirmation  of  the 
appointments. 

On  motion  of  Coun.  RUSSO,  the  matter  was 
referred  to  the  Executive' Committee. 


CONFIRMATION  OF  WEIGHER  OF  GOODS. 

President  KELLY  called  up,  under  unfinished 
business,  No.  2  on  the  calendar,  viz.: 

2.  Action  on  appointment  submitted  February 
11,  1946,  of  William  B.  Powers,  to  be  a  Weigher 
of  Goods. 

The  question  came  on  confirmation  of  the 
appointment.  Committee,  Coun.  Madden  and 
Kinsella.  The  appointment  was  confirmed,  yeas 
17,  nays  0. 


SALE    OF    PORTION    OF    CAMBRIDGE 
STREET. 

On  motion  of  Coun.  SULLIVAN,  the  Council 
took  from  the  table  No.  3  on  the  calendar,  viz.: 

3.  Order  for  sale  of  portion  of  Cambridge 
street  to  John  D.  MacDonald. 

On  January  28,  1946,  the  said  order  was  read 
once  and  passed,  yeas  16,  nays  0. 

The  question  came  on  the  second  and  final 
reading  and  passage  of  the  order. 

Coun.  LINEHAN— Mr.  President,  I  ask  per- 
mission not  to  vote  on  the  passage  of  the  order,  as 
an  interested  party. 

The  clerk  called  the  roll  on  the  final  passage  of 
the  order,  and  the  order  was  given  its  second 
reading  and  passage,  yeas  18,  nays  0: 

Yeas — Coun.  Bayley,  Bryan,  Cantwell,  Chase, 
Cook,  Fish,  Hannon,  Hurley,  Keenan,  Kelly, 
Kinsella,  Lane,  Madden,  McCormack,  Moriarty, 
Muchnick,  Russo,  Sullivan — 18. 

Nays — 0. 


WORK   AT   DOHERTY   HEIGHTS 
PLAYGROUND,    CHARLESTOWN. 

Coun.    KINSELLA    offered   the   following: 
Ordered,    That   his    Honor    the    Mayor    be   re- 
quested to  instruct  the  Board  of  Park  Commis- 


sioners to  prepare  and  continue  the  work  started 
in  1945  at  the  Doherty  Heights  Playground  in 
Ward  2,  Charlestown. 

Passed  under  suspension  of  the  rule. 


REMOVAL  OF  ICE,  WARD  3  STREETS. 

Coun.  RUSSO  offered  the  following: 
Ordered,  That  the  Public  Works  Commissioner 
be  requested,   through  his  Honor  the  Mayor,  to 
remove  all  the  ice  from  the  streets  in  Ward  3 
immediately. 

Coun.  RUSSO — Mr.  President,  I  have  been 
requested  by  practically  all  the  people  of  my 
district,  and  in  particular  the  clergy,  in  regard  to 
this.  It  is  really  an  eyesore  as  you  go  through  the 
streets  of  our  city  and  find  that  the  ice  that  has 
been  accumulated  there  since  the  last  snowfall  has 
not  been  removed.  And  not  only  that,  but  dirt, 
dust  and  various  other  forms  of  debris  have 
collected,  and  it  makes  it  very  hazardous  for 
walking,  driving  or  otherwise.  I  believe  that  I 
read  something  in  the  newspaper  in  regard  to  his 
Honor  the  Mayor  giving  a  certain  time  limit  to  the 
people  of  our  city  to  start  cleaning  up  their  back 
yards,  cellars,  and  so  forth.  I  wonder  when  we 
are  going  to  start  in  to  keep  our  streets  clean. 
And  I  don't  want  to  imply  anything  so  far  as  my 
remarks  are  concerned  in  regard  to  the  Public 
Works  Commissioner,  for  whom  I  have  the  highest 
respect.  I  feel  that  he  is  doing  a  good  job,  and  I 
know  he  will  continue  to  do  a  splendid  job.  How- 
ever, our  streets  should  be  cleared  of  this  snow  to 
make  our  city  a  better  place  to  live  in.  Of  course, 
the  weather  may  keep  up  the  way  it  was  yesterday. 
I  thought  we  were  coming  into  summer.  How- 
ever, let  us  hope  that  the  Public  Works  Com- 
missioner will  immediately  remove  all  the  ice 
from  our  streets,  and  try  to  clean  our  streets  as 
soon  as  possible. 

The  order  was  passed  under  suspension  of  the 
rule. 


RENOVATION   OF  FAIRMOUNT  SCHOOL. 

Coun.  CANTWELL  offered  the  following: 
Ordered,  That  his  Honor  the  Mayor  be  re- 
quested to  direct  the  authorities  of  the  Boston 
School  Department  to  take  immediate  steps  to 
completely  renovate  the  Fairmount  School,  which 
was  erected  in  1871,  and,  if  the  cost  of  renovation 
is  found  to  be  prohibitive,  to  promptly  condemn 
and  close  this  school  and  arrange  for  school  facilities 
in  this  district  which  will  be  safe. 

Passed  under  suspension  of  the  rule. 


PROTEST   AGAINST   ACTION  OF   BOSTON 
UNIVERSITY. 

Coun.  LANE  offered  the  following: 

Resolved,  That  the  Boston  City  Council,  in 
meeting  assembled,  hereby  vigorously  protests 
against  the  action  of  the  trustees  of  Boston  Univer- 
sity and  Daniel  L.  Marsh  as  President  in  ordering 
tenants  at  264-270  Bay  State  road  to  vacate  the 
premises;   and  be  it  further 

Resolved,  That  the  Boston  City  Council  hereby 
requests  that  the  said  trustees  of  Boston  University 
and  President  Marsh  either  defer  indefinitely 
such  proposed  action  or  abandon  permanently 
during  the  present  housing  shortage  any  proposal 
to  cause  said  tenants  to  vacate  the  premises  at 
said  location. 

Referred   to   the   Committee   on   Rules. 


RECESS. 

The  Council  voted  at  2.38  p.  m.,  on  motion  of 
Coun.  LANE,  to  take  a  recess  subject  to  the  call 
of  the  Chair.  The  members  reassembled  and 
were  called  to  order  by  President  KELLY  at 
4.25  p.  m. 


EXECUTIVE   COMMITTEE   REPORTS. 

Coun.  FISH,  for  the  Executive  Committee,  sub- 
mitted the  following: 

1.  Report  on  petition  (referred  August  27, 
1945)  for  payment  of  annuity  to  Teresa  M.  Savage, 
widow  of   John   T.   Savage,    late   member   of   the 
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Fire  Department— recommending  passage  of 
accompanying  order,  viz.: 

Ordered,  That  under  the  provisions  of  section  89 
of  chapter  32  of  the  General  Laws,  an  annuity  of 
seventeen  hundred  and  eighty  dollars  be  allowed 
and  paid  to  Teresa  M.  Savage,  widow  of  John  T. 
Savage,  a  member  of  the  Fire  Department  who 
died  on  August  12,  1945,  on  account  of  injuries 
received  in  the  performance  of  his  duty;  said 
annuity  being  made  up  of  allowances  as  follows: 

For  the  widow,  Teresa  M.  Savage,  so  long  as 
she  remains  unmarried,  SI, 000  per  annum. 

For  each  of  the  following-named  children  during 
such  time  as  he  or  she  is  under  the  age  of  eighteen 
or  over  said  age  and  physically  or  mentally  in- 
capacitated from  earning,  $200  per  annum:  Mary 
E.  Savage,  born  December  16,  1927;  Neil  J. 
Savage,  born  August  15,  1929;  Francis  X.  Savage, 
horn  August   12,  1937; 

provided,  however,  that  if  the  widow  remarries 
the  annuity  for  each  of  said  children  shall  be 
$520  during  the  remainder  of  the  time  aforesaid; 
the  payments  to  date  from  August  12,  1945,  and  to 
be  charged  to  the  appropriation  for  Fire  Depart- 
ment, Pensions  and  Annuities. 

Report   accepted;  order   passed. 

2.  Report  on  message  of  Mayor  (referred  today) 
appointing  constables  to  serve  without  bond  and 
without  authority  to  serve  civil  process  for  term 
ending  April  30,  1946  (No.  1  on  calendar) — 
recommending  confirmation. 

The  report  was  accepted  and  the  question  came 
on  confirmation  of  the  appointments. 

Coun.  RUSSO — Mr.  President,  speaking  on 
confirmation  of  these  eight  constables,  I  can't 
see  for  the  life  of  me  how  any  one  of  us  can  cast 
our  vote  here  today  and  cast  it  intelligently, 
knowing  what  we  are  doing.  Information  was 
given  in  Executive  by  one  of  our  councilors  that 
there  are  approximately  twenty  constables  who 
have  been  kept  on  the  pay  roll  since  and  after 
his  Honor  the  Mayor  declared  that  all  constables 
were  no  more  needed,  from  January  31  on.  Later 
on,  I  was  informed,  and  I  guess  each  and  every 
one  of  us  knows,  that  his  Honor  the  Mayor  will 
appoint  thirty  constables  out  of  the  amount 
that  were  previously  working.  Through  his 
graciousness,  I  am  given  also  to  understand 
that  each  councilor  may  submit  a  name  of  an 
individual  for  whom  he  will  vouch  as  constable, 
and  that  he  will  name  eight  himself  to  bring  it 
to  the  total  of  thirty.  So  far,  if  there  are  about 
twenty  who  have  never  been  working — I  mean, 
who  were  never  fired — and  still  continuing  on 
the  pay  roll,  and  eight  sent  to  us  last  week,  which 
is  the  question  now  before  us,  and  eight  more 
have  been  sent  in  this  week,  bringing  it  over 
and  above  the  thirty  that  he  was  going  to  ap- 
point at  the  beginning,  it  is  way  above  that 
figure  of  thirty.  I  believe  that  before  we  approve 
one  constable  or  more  we  ought  to  find  out  for 
ourselves  how  many  constables  are  needed,  and 
how  many  he  intends  to  appoint.  I  don't  believe 
that  we  ought  to  go  too  hastily  on  this  matter. 
And  I  can  very  well  sympathize  with  some  of 
the  new  councilors,  because  perhaps  in  that 
particular  list  there  may  be  individual  names 
that  they  have  sponsored.  But  I  say  to  them 
that,  if  his  Honor  the  Mayor  had  not  made  that 
statement  when  he  said  that  no  constables  were 
needed  in  the  City  of  Boston,  these  individuals 
who  have  been  put  off  the  pay  roll  would  have 
still  been  on  the  pay  roll  until  such  time  as  their 
expiration  date,  which  would  have  been  April  30. 
So,  therefore,  we  should  sympathize  with  the 
older  men  in  the  Council,  also.  I,  for  one,  have 
felt  since  I  came  into  this  Council  seven  years 
ago  that  I  didn't  believe  you  should  take  away 
a  man's  job,  and  especially  when  they  have 
children,  and  put  someone  in  there  of  your  own 
choice,  knowing  full  well  that  that  is  an  ap- 
pointment which  carries  with  it  an  expiration 
of  approximately  four  months  hence.  I  say, 
Mr.  President,  let  us  be  fair  on  this  matter.  Let 
us  be  fair  to  his  Honor  the  Mayor,  and  let  us 
be  fair  to  ourselves,  as  men  in  public  life  who 
have  been  entrusted  with  the  affairs  of  the  City 
of  Boston,  by  being  fair  to  the  people.  We  can't 
Bay  that  seventy-nine  or  eighty  were  too  much 
one  day,  and  abolish  them  all  the  next  day,  and 
approve  thirty  the  following  day.  I  wonder  if 
there  is  one  councilor  here  that  can  honestly 
tell  me  if  thirty  is  a  sufficient  number  of  con- 
stables needed  throughout  the  City  of  Boston 
by  the  various  city  departments.  I  believe 
that  none  of  us  can  answer  that.  And  I  fee, 
that  that  should  be  sent  to  itH  proper   committee. 


We  have  started  out  to  function  in  referring 
matters  back  to  committees,  in  order  to  study 
them  so  they  may  report  in  to  us.  Therefore, 
if  I  am  in  order,  Mr.  President,  I  would  like  to 
make  a  motion  that  this  matter  be  referred  to 
the  Committee  on  Constables,  whereby  the 
proper  information  may  be  given  so  that  we  may 
be  able  to  act  wisely  and  fairly  when  it  comes 
before  us. 

Coun.  MUCHNICK— Talking  on  the  motion, 
Mr.  President.  As  chairman  of  the  Committee 
on  Constables,  I  am  very  happy  to  second  the 
motion  made  by  Councilor  Russo.  I  remember 
distinctly  at  a  luncheon  given  by  the  Mayor  of 
Boston  on  January  7  to  the  incoming  Council, 
immediately  following  the  inaugural  address, 
that  Mayor  Curley  said,  in  substance,  among  other 
things,  in  some  very  well  chosen  words,  that  one 
of  his  first  official  acts  would  be  to  eliminate  all  con- 
stables in  the  City  of  Boston,  that  they  served 
no  useful  purpose,  and  that  they  were  only  eating 
up  the  taxpayers'  money  by  way  of  salaries  that 
were  being  paid  to  them  for  doing  nothing.  He 
stated  that  until  such  time  as  they  were 
fired  he  was  going  to  have  them  scrubbing  the 
steps  and  floors  of  the  City  Hall  and  washing  the 
windows,  and  doing  various  other  things,  in  an 
attempt  to  make  them  earn  their  salaries  until 
they  left.  Now,  I  don't  feel  that  the  Mayor  of 
Boston  is  running  around  town,  or  should  run 
around  town,  making  irresponsible  statements. 
The  Mayor  of  Boston  at  that  time  must  have 
had  some  reason,  and  some  good  reason,  for  saying 
what  he  did  say,  that  there  was  no  need  of  con- 
stables. Now,  we  are  faced  with  an  entirely 
different  situation.  We  were  informed  in  Execu- 
tive Committee  that  fourteen  of  the  men  were 
never  fired.  Eight  had  been  put  back  to  work. 
A  list  was  sent  in  last  week  of  eight  more,  and  a 
new  list  today  of  eight.  And  there  are  supposed 
to  be  seventeen  or  eighteen  assigned  to  councilors 
to  appoint  as  personal  patronage  of  councilors. 
That  adds  up  to  somewhere  around  forty  or  fifty 
men  to  be  appointed  to  do  work  which  I  under- 
stood the  Mayor  of  Boston  to  say,  in  a  perfectly 
sober,  calm  manner,  there  was  no  need  for  them 
to  do.  As  chairman  of  the  Committee  on  Con- 
stables, I  would  like  to  have  my  committee  ex- 
amine into  whether  that  is  needed.  If  we  need 
those  forty  or  fifty,  if  we  need  only  ten  or  none, 
or  if  we  need  two  hundred,  I  would  like  to  have 
my  committee  examine  as  to  the  facts.  Two 
weeks  ago  today,  after  many  of  these  men  had  been 
fired  with  practically  no  notice,  most  of  the  mem- 
bers of  the  Council  were  informed  that  they  were 
supposed  to  go  downstairs  to  the  Mayor's  office 
and  submit  one  name  apiece,  and  that  that  man, 
as  a  constable,  would  be  assigned  to  some  depart- 
ment that  needed  him,  and  he  would  go  to  work 
immediately.  It  has  now  been  two  weeks  and 
most  of  these  men,  if  not  all  of  them,  have  not 
yet  been  assigned.  I  don't  believe  this  is  due  to 
lack  of  time  or  negligence  in  the  Mayor's  office, 
or  lack  of  time  or  negligence  in  the  different 
departments.  It  may  be  that  the  Mayor  was 
right  on  January  7,  and  that  there  was  no  need  for 
these  people.  And  it  may  be  that  the  Mayor's 
secretary  or  clerk  is  having  difficulty  in  locating 
departments  in  which  these  men  can  do  useful 
work.  It  seems  to  me  that  ought  to  be  looked 
into.  Not  only  should  the  need  be  looked  into, 
but  it  is  our  duty  as  public  officials  of  this  city 
not  to  spend  any  money  for  constables  or  any 
other  reason,  even  if  it  means  personal  patronage 
for  our  friends.  Not  only  must  the  need  for  the 
job  be  looked  into,  but  it  seems  to  me  appropriate 
that  the  Committee  on  Constables  should  examine 
the  qualifications  of  the  men.  Different  de- 
partments may  need  different  types  of  persons  to 
act  as  constables.  Most  of  us  don't  know  the 
duties  of  these  constables  in  a  general  way,  and 
much  less  what  duties  they  would  have  in  any 
department  with  which  they  might  be  connected. 
And  it  seems  to  me  the  only  way  we  can  get  this 
information  is  to  have  a  meeting  of  the  Constables 
Committee;  to  have  somebody  representing  the 
Mayor's  office,  with  knowledge  of  what  these 
people  are  supposed  to  do,  come  up  and  explain 
their  duties  and  the  need  for  men  with  the  neces- 
sary qualifications;  have  somebody  from  the 
Law  Department  inform  us  as  to  just  what  these 
men  might  do  from  the  Law  Department's  point 
of  view;  and  also  speak  to  some  of  the  department 
heads  and  learn  from  them  what  they  want  these 
men  to  do.  If  we  don't  do  that,  if  we  are  only 
to  come  in  here  every  Monday  and  refer  something 
to   Executive,  rubber-stamp   whatever  the   Mayor 
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wants  us  to  rubber-stamp,  then  let  us  dissolve 
the  Committee  on  Constables,  and  let  us  dissolve 
all  committees,  and  let  us  tell  the  people  of  Boston 
we  are  only  here  as  yes  men  for  the  Mayor,  that 
we  are  not  going  to  examine  into  anything  any- 
body wants,  that  we  will  go  along  with  anything 
that  is  suggested,  and  let  us  say  so  to  the  people 
who  sent  us  here,  sent  us  here  to  represent  them. 
If,  however,  we  want  to  do  our  duty  as  public 
officials,  then  it  seems  to  me  that  we  have  no 
other  course  than  to  vote  in  favor  of  the  motion 
just  made  by  Councilor  Russo,  and  I  sincerely 
urge  its  passage. 

Coun.  BAYLEY— Mr.  President,  I  agree  wioh 
everything  that  the  distinguished  councilor  from 
Ward  3  (Coun.  Russo)  and  the  distinguished 
councilor  from  Ward  14  (Coun.  Muchnick)  have 
said.  I  believe  that  this  should  be  referred  to  a 
committee,  and  that  we  should  pursue  the  demo- 
cratic processes  in  this  Council  as  they  should 
be  pursued  in  this  great  country  of  ours.  Mr. 
Chairman,  we  have  been  told  by  the  President  of 
the  Council  that  he  will  take  this  matter  up  with 
the  Mayor  of  Boston  tomorrow  morning,  so  that 
we  may  have  action,  but  according  to  the  after- 
noon paper,  which  I  have  before  me  —  and  ■  I 
quote  from  the  Boston  Traveler:  "Curley,  last 
defendant  to  address  the  Court  before  sentences 
were  pronounced,  disclosed  that  his  health  was 
impaired  and  that  he  is  entering  the  naval  hospital 
at  Bethesda,  Maryland,  later  today  for  a  check- 
up." It  becomes  apparent  from  that  that  the 
chances  of  his  being  back  here  tomorrow  to  confer 
with  anybody  are  exceedingly  remote,  and  it  may 
be  the  same  for  several  days.  It  is  a  question, 
if  we  pass  this,  if  we  will  be  able  to  get  any  assur- 
ance, directly  or  indirectly,  from  the  Mayor. 
We  were  told  by  the  Mayor  of  Boston  that  all 
constables  were  fired.  There  was  no  mention  of 
the  fourteen  constables  that  were  on  the  city  pay 
roll  at  the  time  he  made  that  statement.  Did  he 
not  know  the  facts,  Mr.  President?  If  he  didn't, 
he  should  have  known  them.  Or  was  it  possibly 
a  publicity  stunt?  In  Sunday's  paper,  in  all  the 
Sunday  morning  papers,  particularly  in  the  leading 
Democratic  paper,  of  the  city  there  was  an  account 
of  how  the  Mayor  of  Boston  had  saved  the  home 
of  a  widow  of  a  former  City  Clerk 

Coun.  HURLEY— Mr.  President. 

President  KELLY — For  what  purpose  does  the 
gentleman  rise? 

Coun.  HURLEY— I  would  like  to  state  that  I 
wish  the  councilor  from  the  Back  Bay  (Coun. 
Bayley)  would  confine  his  remarks  to  the  subject 
at  hand,  and  that  is  the  subject  of  this  order. 

President  KELLY — Your  point  of  order  is 
well  taken,  councilor.  The  Chair  wants  to  be 
fair  and  impartial  with  everybody.  Councilor, 
kindly  confine  your  remarks  to  the  subject  of 
referring  this  matter  to  the  Committee  on  Con- 
stables. 

Coun.  BAYLEY — I  yield.  You  are  correct. 
I  was  getting  off  line  on  the  order,  as  many  of  the 
councilors  have  done  in  sessions  without  having 
that  point  brought  forward. 

President  KELLY— We  shall  call  it  to  their 
attention. 

Coun.  BAYLEY — I  shall  speak  of  that  subject 
when  I  have  a  chance.  Mr.  President,  this  matter 
should  be  referred  to  the  committee.  We  have 
committees  set  up  to  take  care  of  these  matters, 
and  I  don't  know  what  a  Committee  on  Constables 
would  be  for  if  not  to  look  after  constables.  It 
might  be  to  Iook  out  for  books,  but  the  word  shows 
that  it  is  appointed  to  look  after  constables.  It 
has  been  the  practice  of  preceding  mayors  to 
send  in  a  list  of  constables  all  together.  Occasion- 
ally, when  one  or  two  have  been  forgotten,  they 
have  been  submitted  later.  Now  they  are  being 
sent  in  piecemeal.  It  has  been  said  that  one  of 
the  reasons  why  they  have  been  sent  in. piecemeal 
is  that  certain  of  our  Body  did  not  submit  their 
recommendations.  Now,  these  names  could 
have  been  submitted  later.  All  those  that  have 
been  recommended  should  have  been  sent  in  at 
one  time,  either  at  this  Monday's  meeting  or  at 
last  Monday's  meeting.  We  should  have  the  right 
to  pass  on  the  list  of  constables  at  one  time,  and 
not  in  dribbles.  So,  Mr.  President,  I  hope  that 
we  will  refer  this  matter  to  the  Committee  on 
Constables,  and  that  they  will  hold  the  list  of 
constables  until  all  are  sent  in,  and  that  they  will 
go  into  the  matter  very  thoroughly.  Let  us  attack 
this  by  democratic  processes  of  government.  Let 
us  have  our  committees  function.  I  hope  this 
matter  is  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Constables. 
(Loud  applause.) 


Coun.  LINEHAN — Speaking  on  the  motion, 
in  all  seriousness  I  would  like  to  add  a  few  more 
words  to  the  number  that  have  already  been  said. 
It  was  only  a  short  while  ago  that  members  of 
the  Boston  City  Council  were  told  there  was  no 
need  of  a  veterans'  service  center.  I  remember 
the  time  when  a  member  of  the  City  Council 

President  KELLY — Councilor,  I  want  to  be 
fair  and  impartial.  The  question  before  the 
body  is  referring  this  matter  back  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  Constables. 

Coun.  LINEHAN — May  I  inform  you,  Mr. 
President,  that  I  certainly  can  refer  to  other  acts 
that  will  show  a  relation  to  this  act?  You  can 
ask  the  City  Clerk 

President  KELLY — I  want  to  be  fair,  but  please 
talk  on  the  matter  of  referring  this  back. 

Coun.  LINEHAN — I  rise  to  a  point  of  parlia- 
mentary inquiry. 

President  KELLY — State  your  point. 

Coun.  LINEHAN — I  would  like  to  ask  the  City 
Clerk,  through  you,  sir,  if  I  can  refer  to  an  act 
of  his  Honor  the  Mayor  quite  similar  to  this  one, 
for  a  purpose,  to  show  the  resemblance  of  what 
might  happen  to  this  particular  action.  I  might 
say  -quoting  history. 

President  KELLY — Councilor,  I  am  going  to 
rule  that  you  can  refer  to  that  at  times,  but  not 
to  make  any  lengthy  discussion  on  it.  Kindly 
confine  your  remarks  to  the  subject  under  dis- 
cussion. 

Coun.  LINEHAN — I  will  confine  this  by  com- 
paring it  with  the  present  situation  I  am  discussing. 

President   KELLY — Thank   you   very   much. 

Coun.  LINEHAN — I  am  very  glad  "to  see  the 
President  of  this  Body  really  getting  on  the  ball 
and  keeping  us  in  our  place,  but  I  am  sorry  to 
say  that  I  think  I  am  in  my  place. 

President  KELLY — Councilor  Linehan. 

Coun.  LINEHAN — Mr.  President,  some  weeks 
ago  his  Honor  the  Mayor  sent  up  an  order  here — 
or  he  didn't  even  send  up  the  order.  Through 
the  newspapers  he  made  the  statement  there 
was  no  necessity  for  the  veterans'  service  center. 
At  the  time  I  thought,  as  a  veteran  of  World 
War  II,  that  we  certainly  needed  a  veterans' 
service  center  for  obvious  reasons  which  were 
heard  of  here  at  the  committee  later  on,  in  regard 
to  a  new  measure  which  his  Honor  the  Mayor  sent 
down  to  establish  a  veterans'  service  center. 
Now,  at  the  time,  he  said  there  was  no  need  of 
those  men  in  the  veterans'  service  center.  Bring- 
ing the  relation  to  bear  on  this  subject,  he  said 
he  was  doing  away  with  the  constables,  or  words 
to  that  effect.  I  don't  quote  him  exactly.  Now, 
personally,  I  thought  just  like  I  did  about  the 
veterans'  service  center,  that  some  constables 
were  necessary  to  carry  on  city  business.  But, 
to  be  honest  with  you,  Mr.  President,  I  didn't 
know  how  many  were  necessary.  I  thought 
perhaps  we  did  need  at  least  fifty,  but  I  was  not 
sure,  and  to  this  day,  to  be  honest  with  you,  after 
discussing  a  bill  about  reappointing  or  putting  on 
something  like  thirty  or  a  total  of  forty-four 
constables,  as  a  member  of  the  City  Council, 
which  carries  on  the  city  business,  I  still  don't 
know  whether  we  need  forty-four  or  whether  we 
need  the  fourteen  that  are  now  still  working  for 
the  city  as  constables — five  in  the  Law  Depart- 
ment, two  in  the  Hospital,  two  in  the  Street 
Laying-Out  Department,  one  in  Health,  one  in 
the  Board  of  Real  Estate  Commissioners,  one 
in  the  Collector's  office.  I  feel  sure  these  fourteen 
men  earn  their  money  working  for  the  city.  I 
feel  sure  that  it  is  possible  forty-four  constables 
would  earn  their  money  working  for  the  city 
if  the  department  heads  under  whom  they  come 
saw  that  they  earned  their  money.  I  am  almost 
certain  of  that.  Now,  as  I  said  before,  in  that 
other  bill  in  regard  to  the  service  center,  I  didn't 
know  who  was  going  to  get  the  job  in  the  veterans' 
service  center.  Because  some  other  mayor  had 
jobs,  I  am  assuming,  in  the  old  department,  it 
was  abolished.  Well,  I  don't  like  that  business 
as  a  City  Councilor.  I  think  that  either  we 
need  them  or  we  don't  need  them,  whether  it 
is  the  veterans'  service  center  or  whether  it  is 
constables.  Now,  it  happens  I  am  an  old  City 
Councilor  and  not  a  new  one.  At  one  time  we 
had  two  city  constables.  I  understand  that 
most  councilors  had  two  constables.  I  under- 
stand that  at  the  present  time,  to  my  knowledge, 
no  City  Councilor  has  a  constable.  That  is 
really  eliminating  help.  Now,  it  seems  to  me, 
if  we  need  them — and  I  think  we  do — I  want 
them  to  go  to  work,  but  I  want  them  to  be  put 
on  in  a  businesslike  manner,  and  I  think  we  should 
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have  department  beads  telling  us  In  a  business 
Hko  manner  why  they  need  constables.  I  want 
my  man  to  k"  to  work,  just  like  every  other 
councilor.  Ami  1  want  him  to  earn  his  money, 
and  1  think  he  will,  if  he  is  appointed.  Of  course, 
being  sentimental  about  it,  I  can  say  lie  is  a 
man  with  sc\en  children.  He  does  need  a  job 
as  much  as  Mr.  Curley,  his  Honor  the  Mayor. 
He  has  been  laid  off.  but  he  was  not  laid  off  be- 
cause he  didn't  work.  Some  men  were  laid 
off  because  they  didn't  work,  but  some  of  them 
were  just  wiped  out  completely  because  his  Honor 
the  Mayor  said  they  were  not  needed.  Now,  I 
believe  that  is  the  correct  situation  up  to  today. 
New.  In-  doesn't  say  we  need  the  fourteen,  and 
I  am  assuming  that  they  are  needed.  No  question 
about  that  There  are  eight  more  before  us 
here  today,  and  I  think  another  eight  that  will 
be  acted  on  a  little  later,  so  that  is  a  total  of 
thirty  all  together.  Now,  I  think  there  are 
more  to  come — how  many  more  I  don't  know. 
I  know  there  are  at  least  fourteen  of  us  councilors 
who  have  not  received  any  appointments.  Now, 
it  is  possible  it  might,  be  eight,  seven  or  six.  Per- 
sonally, I  think  that  is  an  awful  situation.  I 
think  in  fairness  to  all  the  councilors  we  all  should 
get  them  at  once,  or  not  at  all.  I  say  that  publicly. 
Xow,  getting  right  down  to  the  conclusion  here, 
I  think  that  the  councilor  from  Ward  14  (Coun. 
Muchnick)  is  right.  Within  one  month,  since 
I  have  come  into  this  Body  after  being  out  of  it 
for  two  years,  I  have  seen  measures  treated  in 
an  unbusinesslike  manner.  Why?  Well,  it  is 
perfectly  obvious  why.  Because  the  gentleman 
downstairs — up  at  the  State  House  they  say 
"the  gentleman  in  the  corner,"  so  I  suppose  I 
can  say  "the  gentleman  downstairs" — wants  it 
that  way.  I  say  it  is  time  that  the  members  of 
the  City  Council  stood  right  up  in  their  boots 
and  decided  they  had  something  to  say  about 
how  the  business  of  the  city  is  run.  Because 
I  say,  if  measures  keep  being  acted  upon  like 
in  the  veterans'  service  center,  and  like  this, 
in  an  unbusinesslike  manner,  it  won't  be  long 
before  you  have  a  change  of  government  in  this 
city.  And  it  isn't  far  off  unless  we  show  the 
public  we  are  men  of  courage,  men  with  a  little 
business  acumen,  and  that  we  run  the  business 
of  the  city  the  way  it  should  be  run,  through 
committees,  when  a  bill  should  go  through  a 
committee.  Now  I  say  this,  that  I  am  going 
to  vote  against  this  particular  group  for  its  defeat. 
I  will  vote  for  this  group  later  on  when  it  comes 
in  with  all  of  the  other  appointments.  And  I 
say  that  with  the  hope  that  his  Honor. the  Mayor 
is  going  to  submit  the  names  of  the  other  con- 
stables, those  constables  which  he  says  that 
the  city  now  needs.  If  his  Honor  the  Mayor  had 
said  one  week  ago  that  we  only  need  eight  con- 
stables, and  it  could  be  shown  in  a  businesslike 
manner  that  that  is  all  the  city  needed,  I  think 
every  councilor  here  would  have  voted  for  the 
order.  Now,  I  just  want  to  know  this:  Will  the 
department  heads  come  to  the  Committee  on 
Constables  and  tell  us  that  they  need  forty-four 
constables,  and  tell  us  where  and  why  they  need 
them?  And  if  they  do  that,  you  can  rest  assured 
that  I,  for  one,  will  vote  for  the  appointment  of 
forty-four  constables,  and  not  eight  plus  fourteen, 
or  twenty-two.     I  hope  the  motion  prevails. 

Coun.  CHASE — Mr.  President,  there  has  been 
considerable  publicity  surrounding  the  constables 
of  the  City  of  Boston  in  the  past  few  weeks.  If  I 
remember  correctly,  the  Boston  Finance  Com- 
mission came  out  with  several  reports  condemning 
the  use  of  the  constables,  claiming  that  they  were 
not  performing  any  useful  work.  And  subse- 
quently his  Honor  the  Mayor  made  several 
statements,  which  were  picked  up  by  the  Boston 
newspapers,  saying  that  there  was  no  use  for 
-iiili  a  large  number  of  constables.  Well,  Mr. 
President,  far  be  it  from  me  to  approve  of  any 
measure  whereby  any  number  of  men  are  going  to 
be  employed  by  the  city  and  not  perform  useful 
service  for  their  wages.  I  think,  in  view  of  the 
fact  that  we  have  had  so  much  bad  publicity  on 
the  constables,  that  the  Chairman  of  the  Corn- 
mil  lee  on  Constables  should  arrange  for  a  hearing. 
I  hope,  .Mr.  President,  that  this  Honorable  Body 
will  see  lii  to  refer  this  matter  to  the  Committee 
on  Constables.  I  think  the  public  is  interested  in 
seeing  it  referred  to  the  committee.  I  think  that 
the  committee  should  give  a  very  thorough  study 
to  the  question  a-  to  whether  or  not  the  city  can 
hese  constables  to  useful  advantage.  If  the 
Committee  on  Constables  comes  forward  with  a 

report     that     constables     are    not     necessary,     and 


advooates  the  non-approval,  I  Baj  here  and  now 
that    1   will   vote  in   support   of  tin-  committee's 

report.  Hut  the  way  matters  stand  now,  in  view 
of  the  Finance  Commission's  report  and  past 
declarations  of  his  Honor  the  Mayor,  I  can't  see 
how  I  can  possibly  vote  to  approve  this  measure. 
I  trust,  sir,  that  your  Honorable  Body  will  refer 
this  bo  the  Committee  on  Constables. 

Coun.  MUCHNICK— One  point  that  was 
brought  out  by  Councilor  Bayley,  Mr.  President, 
was  something  with  which  I  was  not  familiar  at  the 
time  I  first  arose  to  speak.  That  is  that  the 
afternoon's  newspaper  is  carrying  the  story  that 
the  Mayor  is  now  in  Maryland  and  is  in  the 
hospital  for  a  check-up.  It  is  obvious  that  the 
President  of  the  Council  will  not  be  able  to  speak 
with  him  tomorrow  in  Boston  for  the  purpose  of 
clarifying  the  situation,  and  it  is  further  very 
obvious  that  one  of  the  main  arguments  advanced 
in.  Executive  Committee  no  longer  holds  water. 
There  was  a  lot  of  to-do  in  Executive  Committee 
about  the  fact  that,  if  these  eight  men  who  are 
now  before  us  were  confirmed  by  us  today,  their 
confirmation  could  be  ratified  by  the  Mayor 
tomorrow,  and  they  could  go  to  work  tomorrow. 
That  situation  does  not  prevail  any  more.  It  will 
be  Thursday  or  Friday  at  the  earliest  before  the 
papers  could  be  sent  to  Washington  and  returned 
here,  and  there  is  no  point,  from  the  point  of  view 
of  providing  these  men  witli  an  extra  week's 
work,  as  important  as  that  may  be,  in  rushing 
this  matter  through.  While  it  is  true  that  these 
papers  could  be  flown  to  Washington  and  flown 
back,  it  would  still  be  at  least  Wednesday  night 
before  that  could  be  done,  and  it  seems  to  me  that 
they  could  not  be  put  to  work  before  Thursday  at 
the  earliest.  In  the  interest  of  orderly  govern- 
ment in  the  City  of  Boston,  I  am  sure  that  these 
eight  men,  as  citizens  of  this  great  city,  would  just 
as  soon  forego  the  two  days'  work  if  they  could 
possibly  have  this  done  in  the  right  manner. 
There  is  one  further  point  I  would  like  to  cover. 
His  Honor  the  Mayor  stated,  either  at  the  luncheon 
or  through  the  newspapers,  I  don't  recall  exactly 
which,  that  the  functions  of  some  of  these  con- 
stables were  limited  to  going  down  to  the  pay- 
master's office  every  second  or  third  week,  when 
they  got  around  to  it,  and  picking  up  their  pay 
check.  It  seems  to  me  that  the  Committee  on 
Constables  should  examine  as  to  whether  any  of 
those  men  who  allegedly  were  doing  nothing  and 
collecting  the  city's  money  for  doing  nothing 
at  all  are  men  who  have  been  reappointed.  I 
don't  accuse  the  Mayor  of  Boston  of  appointing 
people  to  positions  for  the  sole  purpose  of  going 
down  each  week  to  get  their  pay  cheek,  but  in  the 
light  of  history,  beginning  with  January  7,  at 
least,  I  would  like  to  check  into  it  as  a  public  official 
in  this  city,  before  I  take  any  statement  at  its  face 
value.  And  I  heartily  urge  that  this  go  to  the 
committee  where  it  can  be  given  a  real  exhaustive 
study. 

Coun.  COOK — Mr.  President,  not  to  take  up 
too  much  time,  but  there  is  only  one  point  I 
would  like  to  bring  up  and  that  is  that  it  seems 
peculiar  to  me — and  I  haven't  been  in  the  city 
much  more  than  a  year — why  this  City  Council 
in  the  past  eight  years  (and  most  of  the  members 
are  still  presently  members)  has  not  had  meetings 
and  discussed  the  need  for  any  constables  at  all. 
It  is  part  of  the  procedure  to  go  on  the  basis  of 
past  experience.  The  Committee  on  Constables 
has  suddenly  taken  on  great  importance,  and 
I  don't  think  it  is  entitled  to,  and  I  am  a  member 
of  the  committee.  I  think  it  was  discussed 
fully  in  Executive  Committee.  I  think  most  of 
the'  members  here,  older  members  than  myself, 
know  what  that  history  is,  and  I  hope  that  the 
appointments  are  passed  now.  I  should  have 
asked  when  Councilor  Linehan  was  speaking  as 
to  what  measures  he  was  referring  to  when  he 
said  that  in  the  two  months  we  have  been  here 
they  were  carried  on  in  an  unbusinesslike  manner. 
I  have  no  recollection  of  any  matter  coming 
before  this  Body  up  to  today  that  was  not  con- 
ducted in  accordance  with  the  rules,  by-laws  and 
regulations  of  the  city  government. 

Coun.  LINEHAN— For  the  benefit  of  the 
gentleman  from  Ward  12  (Coun.  Cook),  may 
I  say  that  I  think  that  an  unbusinesslike  method 
means  this:  When  a  committee  is  appointed  by 
the  President  of  the  City  Council  to  take  up 
matters  particularly  which  they  can  study  in 
an  exhaustive  mariner,  and  then  when  such  a 
matter  is  brought  up.  which  is  supposed  to  go  to 
the    Committee    on    Soldiers'    Relief,    such    as   the 
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Soldiers'    Relief    Department,    I    think   it   is    un- 
businesslike not  to  give  it  to. that  committee. 

Coun.  COOK— Mr.  President. 

Coun.  LINEHAN — Will  the  councilor  yield 
iu  answer  to  another  point? 

Coun.  COOK— I  yield. 

Coun.  LINEHAN^I  also  wish  to  state  that  we 
are  now  in  the  process  of  another  unbusinesslike 
matter.  The  appointment  of  these  constables 
should  be  discussed  by  the  Committee  on  Con- 
stables before  it  comes  into  this  Body.  That  is 
perfectly  obvious.  I,  therefore,  think  that  is 
unbusinesslike.  I  just  mention  only  two  un- 
businesslike things,  but,  to  be  honest  with  you, 
there  is  another  which  I  just  happen  to  faintly 
remember  reading  in  the  newspapers.  This  is 
probably  not  so  good  to  mention,  but  as  long  as 
my  statement  was  kind  of  checked  up,  I  might 
say  that  it  is  unbusinesslike  to  give  out  contracts 
without  bids,  raising  the  price  without  going 
through  the  proper  procedure.  That  is  not 
Council  business,  but  it  is  of  interest  to  the  Council, 
and  it  could  be  made  their  business.  Now,  I 
am  glad  to  answer  any  other  questions  presented 
to  me  by  the  gentleman  from  Ward  12  (Coun. 
Cook).     I  shall  yield. 

Coun.  COOK — I  wanted  the  councilor  to  answer 
as  to  what  business  came  up  before  this  Council 
that  was  handled  in  an  unbusinesslike  method 
to  date,  and  I  wish  to  call  the  attention  of  the 
councilor  from  Ward  7  (Coun.  Linehan)  to  the 
fact  that  the  veterans  matter  was  taken  up  before 
the  proper  committee. 

Coun.  LINEHAN— Mr.  Chairman 

President  KELLY— Councilor  Linehan  has  the 
floor. 

Coun.  LINEHAN — If  I  remember  correctly, 
Mr.  President,  it  was  not  in  the  original  instance 
referred  to  the  proper  committee.  It  was  not 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  Soldiers'  Relief  but 
was  committed  to  the  Committee  on  Ordinances. 

President  KELLY — Everything  you  say  is 
correct,  but  your  discussion  has  nothing  to  do 
with  the  matter  before  this  Honorable  Body  now.. 
The  question  is  on  referring  this  matter  back  to 
the  Committee  on  Constables.  The  Chair  wants 
to  be  fair,  but  the  Chair  is  going  to  run  this  meeting 
under  parliamentary  procedure. 

Coun.  RUSSO— Mr.  President,  a  point  of  order. 
I  ask  to  be  recognized. 

Coun.  LINEHAN — The  gentleman  from 
Ward  12  (Coun.  Cook)  said  that  he  would  like 
to  have  asked  me  some  questions  while  I  was 
on  my  feet.  I  then  attempted  to  answer  the 
question,  and  you  permitted  me  to. 

President  KELLY — I  was  lenient;  I  was  wrong. 
Now  the  question  is  on  referring  this  matter  back 
to  the  Committee  on  Constables. 

Coun.  RUSSO — Mr.  President,  I  may  perhaps 
say  that  I  take  the  floor  now  on  a  point  of  personal ' 
privilege.  In  answering  the  councilor  from 
Ward  12  (Coun.  Cook)  when  he  made  the  state- 
ment as  to  what  took  place  before  on  this  constable 
matter,  I  wish  to  bring  to  his  attention,  and  also 
for  his  information,  that,  in  so  far  as  I  am  con- 
cerned, the  question  of  constables  has  never  been 
presented  to  us  as  it  is  presented  today.  No 
mayor  before  has  made  that  statement,  and  no 
mayor  has  fired  all  of  them.  Therefore,  I  have 
taken  that  stand  because  his  Honor  the  Mayor 
saw  fit  to  make  the  statement  that  no  constables 
were  needed  in  the  city  government,  and  then  he 
says  that  they  are  needed.  I  don't  know  what  the 
figure  is,  but  at  least,  to  my  knowledge  so  far,  it  is 
thirty.  I  would  like  to  find  out  whether  or  not 
thirty  is  the  proper  number.  And  I  would  like  to 
find  out  whether  fifteen  may  not  be  sufficient, 
or  whether  we  may  need  seventy  or  eighty.  So, 
for  his  information,  that  is  the  situation  that 
exists  today.  So  far  as  my  actions  are  concerned 
on  constables,  then  I  certainly  have  voted  in  the 
right  way.  And  may  I  also  state  that  it  isn't  so 
much  a  matter  of  the  individual  or  individuals 
that  I  knew  who  were  constables  of  the  City  of 
Boston.  One  of  them  was  the  father  of  four  chil- 
dren, and  he  was  fired  without  any  notice  whatso- 
ever. It  was  promised  that  he  should  be  back  to 
work,  but  that  has  not  been  done,  and  I  have  seen 
to  it  that  that  individual  receives  $35  a  week,  in 
order  for  him  to  support  his  family,  out  of  my 
earnings  that  I  get  out  of  the  City  Council,  $40-odd. 
Thank  God  that  I  happen  to  be  in  business,  and 
I  can  use  his  labor.  That  is  not  the  point.  The 
point  is,  how  many  do  we  need?  Is  he  going  to 
take  away  one  constable  from  me  that  I  sub- 
mitted and  give  it  to  someone  else  because  he  fits? 
Let  us  find  out.     If  thirty  is  the  number,  let  us 


give  him  thirty.  I  don't  give  a  darn  if  he  doesn't 
give  me  one.  But  let  us  find  out  the  exact  figure 
of  how  many  we  need.  And  I  don't  mean  to 
imply  that  I  am  in  discord  with  his  Honor  the 
Mayor.  I  have  no  quarrel  with  him.  I  have  not 
even  talked  to  him.  But  I  say,  let  us  be  fair  with 
ourselves;  let  us  be  fair  with  the  Mayor;  and  let 
us  be  fair,  above  all,  with  the  citizens  of  Boston. 
And  that  is  why  I  urge  that  this  matter  be  referred 
to  the  Committee  on  Constables.  Let  them  give 
us  a  report  and,  after  they  have  given  us  their 
report,  then  we  can  make  up  our  minds  according 
to  our  conscience  and  according  to  the  best  of  our 
ability. 

Coun.  MUCHNICK— Mr.  President,  I  would 
like  to  point  out  to  the  councilor  from  Ward  12 
(Coun.  Cook)  and  also  to  other  new  members  of 
the  Council,  if  they  are  not  already  familiar  with 
it,  that  in  the  three  and  a  half  years  in  which  I 
have  served  in  this  Council,  if  my  recollection  is 
correct,  never  has  an  appointment  of  a  constable, 
whether  individually  or  in  groups,  been  sub- 
mitted to  the  Executive  Committee  before; 
that  in  almost  every  instance,  if  not  in  all  instances, 
it  has  been  laid  over  for  a  week,  and  has  been  acted 
upon  by  the  Constables  Committee.  Most  of  the 
time  it  has  been  by  an  actual  meeting  of  the  Com- 
mittee on  Constables,  many  of  which  I  have 
attended,  having  been  a  member  of  the  committee, 
I  think,  in  all  three  years,  and  last  year,  not  so 
much  by  way  of  a  meeting,  but  last  year  by  way 
of  a  poll  of  the  committee,  which  took  place  with 
the  approval  stamp  of  the  appointment  by  the 
Clerk  of  Committees  before  action  by  the  Council. 
If  it  is  not  done  that  way  today,  it  will  be  the  first 
time  to  my  knowledge  that  it  has  not  been  done 
that  way.  And  if,  incidentally,  this  is  referred  to 
the  Committee  on  Constables,  there  will  be  a 
meeting  of  the  committee  on  Thursday  at  two 
o'clock,  at  which  time  representatives  from  the 
Mayor's  office  and  the  different  departments 
would  be  asked  to  attend,  and  they  can  give  us 
their  story  as  to  what  they  know. 

A' vote  was  taken,  and  the  Chair,  with  two  other 
members  joining,  doubted  the  vote  and  asked  for  a 
roll  call.  The  roll  was  called,  and  the  motion  to 
refer  to  the  Committee  on  Constables  was  lost, 
yeas  7,  nays  9: 

Yeas — Coun.  Bayley,  Chase,  Hannon,  Keenan, 
Linehan,  Muchnick,  Russo — 7. 

Nays — Coun.  Bryan,  Cook,  Fish,  Hurley,  Kelly, 
Lane,  Madden,  McCormack,  Moriarty — 9. 

Coun.  BAYLEY— Mr.'  President,  I  move 
reconsideration  of  the  motion  before  the  committee. 

A  vote  was  taken  on  the  motion  to  reconsider, 
and  the  motion  was  lost.  Coun.  RUSSO  doubted 
the  vote  and  asked  for  a  roll  call.  The  roll  was 
called  on  the  matter  of  reconsideration,  and  the 
motion  was  lost,  yeas  6,  nays  10: 

Yeas — Coun.  Bayley,  Chase,  Keenan,  Linehan, 
Muchnick,  Russo — 6. 

Nays — Coun.  Bryan,  Ccok,  Fish,  Hannon, 
Hurley,  Kelly,  Lane,  McCormack,  Madden, 
Moriarty — 10. 

The  question  came  on  confirmation,  and  the 
Chair  appointed  Coun.  Russo  and  Madden  as  a 
committee  to  receive,  sort  and  count  the  ballots. 

Coun.  MUCHNICK— Mr.  President,  I  rise  to  a 
point  of  information. 

President  KELLY — State  your  point. 

Coun.  Muchnick — -Can  we  vote  on  each  one 
individually? 

President  KELLY — Councilor,  I  am  informed 
by  the  clerk  we  can  vote  on  each  individual 
individually,  but  it  will  require  a  roll  call  on  each 
one,  and  three  members  or  more  of  the  Council 
must  stand. 

Coun.  MUCHNICK — You  mean  to  make  it 
individual? 

President  KELLY — That  is  right,  to  make  it 
individual. 

Coun.  MUCHNICK — Is  a  motion  in  order  to 
confirm  the  first  four  names  on  the  list,  and  lay  the 
other  four  on  the  table? 

President  KELLY — Well,  I  am  informed  a 
motion  is  in  order  to  confirm  the  first  four. 

Coun.  MUCHNICK— Well,  if  the  motion  is  in 
order,  without  making  the  positive  motion,  is  an 
inactive  motion  to  lay  the  last  four  on  the  table 
in  order? 

President  KELLY — I  am  informed  you  can 
make  one  motion  at  a  time. 

Coun.  MUCHNICK — I  move  the  last  four  names 
on  the  list  submitted  by  the  Mayor  be  laid  on 
the  table. 

A  vote  was  taken,  and  the  motion  was  lost. 
Coun.   MUCHNICK,   with   two   members  joining, 
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doubted  the  vote,  and  asked  for  a  roll  call.  The 
roll  was  called,  ami  the  motion  was  lost,  yeas  .'>, 
navs  11 : 

xeas  Coon.  Bayley,  Chase,  Keenan,  Linahan, 
Muehniok     S. 

Nays     Coun.      Bryan,      Cook.      Fish.      HaiiTion. 

Hurley,  Kelly,  Lane,  Madden,  MeCormack, 
Moriarty,  Russo — 11. 

Coun,  HANNON— Mr.  President,  a  point  of 
information. 

President  KELLY — State  your  point. 

Coun.  HANNON — Is  a  motion  in  order  now 
that  when  the  vote  be  taken  it  be  taken  by  yeas 
and  nays? 

President  KELLY — If  two  members  will  join 
with  you,  councilor. 

(Coun.  LINEHAN  and  BAYLEY  join.) 

Coun.  KEENAN — Mr.  President,  not  having 
spoken.  I  find  myself  in  a  very  peculiar  position 
here.  I  am  very  much  interested  in  seeing  a 
certain  man  go  to  work  as  constable.  There  is  a 
name  here  that  appears  on  the  list  his  Honor  the 
Mayor  sent  up  that  is  a  constituent  in  my  ward, 
and  I  don't  want  to  deprive  him  of  going  to  work, 
but  I  certainly  am  not  going  to  vote  for  any  name 
on  that  list  until  I  have  assurance  from  his  Honor 
the  Mayor  or  his  secretary  that  the  constable's 
name  I  submitted  is  going  to  go  to  work,  and  for 
that  reason  I  want  it  understood  that  by  voting 
against  the  list  that  his  Honor  the  Mayor  sent 
up  I  am  not  voting  against  his  Honor  the  Mayor. 
I  want  to  protect  the  man  that  I  am  interested 
in  as  a  councilor. 

President  KELLY — The  gentleman  can  vote 
as  he  desires. 

Coun.  MUCHNICK — I  am  in  somewhat  the 
same  position  as  Councilor  Keenan.  There  are 
three  men  on  this  list  with  whom  I  am  very 
friendly.  I  don't  know  whether  they  qualify  for 
the  positions  for  which  they  have  been  appointed. 
I  don't  know  if  there  are  positions  necessary  for 
them  to  fill.  And  I  don't  have  any  accurate 
knowledge  on  which  to  base  an  affirmative  vote. 
It  is  for  that  reason,  and  not  because  I  want  to 
vote  against  this  man  or  any  other  man,  or  for 
these  men  or  any  other  men,  that  I  find  it  necessary, 
particularly  in  view  of  the  fact  that  I  am  chair- 
man of  the  committee  that  should  handle  this, 
to  vote  against  any  of  the  appointments. 

Coun.  RUSSO — Seeing  that  they  all  are  giving 
an  explanation.  I  might  as  well  give  an  explanation. 

President  KELLY — We  will  be  glad  to  hear  from 
you,  councilor. 

Coun.  COOK — A  point  of  order,  Mr.  President. 
I  think  we  are  ready  for  a  vote,  and  I  don't  think 
any  more  talk  is  in  order,  the  matter  having  been 
discussed,  and  I  press  my  point. 

President  KELLY — Councilor,  debate  is  in 
order  at  any  time.  The  roll  call  has  not  been 
started,  so  debate  is  in  order.  Councilor  Russo, 
be  as  brief  as  possible. 

Coun.  RUSSO — Mr.  President,  I  will  be  as 
brief  as  possible.  I  am  placed  in  a  very  peculiar 
position  also.  I  don't  know  which  stand  to  take. 
It  isn't  that  I  have  any  reason  as  far  as  those 
names  that  have  been  submitted  to  us  are  con- 
cerned. As  I  said  before,  the  only  reason  I 
wanted  this  to  be  referred  to  a  committee  was 
to  find  out  how  many  we  really  do  need.  It  is 
all  right,  brother  councilors,  your  shoe  may  be 
on  the  other  foot  some  other  day,  and  it  will  be 
so  far  as  I  am  concerned.  There  is  a  particular 
name  there  and  I  would  like  to  see  the  man  go 
to  work,  a  man  that  I  know  personally,  and 
therefore  I  would  not  vote  against  the  matter. 
But  remember  these  words. 

The  question  came  on  confirmation,  and  the 
rod  was  called,  and  the  appointments  were  con- 
firmed, yeas  11,  nays  4: 

Yeas — Coun.  Bryan,  Cook,  Fish,  Hannon, 
Hurley.  Kelly,  Lane,  Madden,  MeCormack, 
Moriarty,  Russo — 11. 

Nays — Coun.  Bayley,  Chase,  Liuehan,  Much- 
nick— -4. 


REPORT   OF   COMMITTEE   ON   RULES. 

Coun.  LANE,  for  the  Committee  on  Rules, 
submitted  the  following: 

Report  on  resolve  (referred  today)  that  Council 
protests  action  of  Boston  University  in  ordering 
tenants  at  204-270  Bay  State  road  to  vaeatp 
premises,  and  requests  that  Trustees  and  Presi- 
dent Marsh  either  defer  indefinitely  such  proposed 
action  or  abandon  permanently  during  the  present 


housing  shortage  any  proposal  to  causo  said  tenants 
to  vacate  the  premises  at  said  location — that  same 
ought,  to  pass. 

The  report  was  accepted  and  the  question  came 
on  the  passage  of  the  resolution. 

Coun.  LANE — Mr.  President  and  fellow  mem- 
bers of  this  Body,  and  if  I  am  not  speaking  out  of 
order  I  will  also  include  the  gentlemen  of  the  press, 
because  I  feel  that  last  night  we  had  the  gentlemen 
from  the  respective  papers  present  at  a  protest 
meeting  held  at  W.  N.  A.  C.  club  rooms,  and  these 
gentlemen  here  today  are  picking  up  where  their 
fellow  associates  left  off  last  night.  When  I 
introduced  this  resolution  today  it  was  referred 
to  the  Committee  on  Rules,  and  as  chairman  of 
the  Committee  on  Rules  I  polled  each  member 
individually,  and  all  agreed  to  report  favorably 
so  that  the  matter  could  come  before  the  Body 
today.  The  majority  of  the  members  voted  it 
ought,  to  pass.  I  firmly  believe  that  every  adult 
person  in  the  United  States  today  is  thoroughly 
familiar  with  the  fact  that  a  most  unprecedented 
housing  shortage  exists  in  every  city,  town  and 
hamlet  of  this  country.  We  have  read  from  the 
press  of  this  city  and  other  cities  about  unfair 
evictions,  but  never  before,  to  my  mind  and  to  the 
minds  of  many  others  whom  I  have  consulted, 
has  a  wholesale  eviction  been  planned  such  as  is 
being  planned  now  in  the  City  of  Boston  in  a  very 
exclusive  apartment  house  at  Nos.  264-270  Bay 
State  road  in  Boston,  a  six-story  structure  having 
forty  apartments,  and  having  115  persons  occu- 
pants therein.  The  trustees  of  Boston  University, 
the  recorded  owners  of  this  property,  have  served 
notice  that  they  intend  to  order  all  tenants 
evicted  in  order  that  the  trustees  of  the  university 
may  convert  the  property  into  a  dormitory  for 
girls.  Most  of  the  girls  are  very  likely  coming 
from  outside  the  bounds  of  our  own  Common- 
wealth. As  I  have  said  previously,  some  115 
persons  will  be  so  evicted,  four  of  whom  are  aged, 
bed-ridden  patients,  eleven  others  of  whom  are 
veterans  of  this  World  War.  A  protest  meeting 
was  held  last  night.  Another  protest  meeting  is 
being  held  tonight  at  the  Yankee  Network.  A 
hearing  is  set  and  scheduled  for  tomorrow  morning 
before  the  OPA.  In  the  rules  of  the  OPA  it 
specifically  states  that  no  evictions  will  be  ap- 
proved by  the  regional  area  officer  of  the  OPA 
unless  there  exists  a  compelling  necessity,  and  in 
this  instance  we  feel  that  no  compelling  necessity 
is  present.  The  university  now  owns  the  prop- 
erty, and  it  is  recorded  in  the  names  of  the  trustees 
of  Boston  University.  It  is  assessed,  the  entire 
building,  264-270  Bay  State  road,  by  the  assessors 
of  our  city  for  $166,000.  You  can  easily  see,  with 
a  tax  rate  of  $42.50,  if  such  a  move  is  approved, 
the  City  of  Boston,  the  Assessing  Department, 
will  charge  off  $7,000  in  taxes,  because,  I  am  told 
by  the  Assessing  Department  today,  if  Boston 
University  transfers  that  into  a  girls'  dormitory 
they  will  lose  no  time  in  requesting  tax  exemption. 
Now,  I  have  also  been  in  touch  with  the  secretary 
of  the  Boston  Apartment  Owners'  Association, 
1318  Beacon  street,  Brookline,  an  organization 
recognized  as  the  official  body  of  all  apartment 
house  owners  in  this  city.  I  have  been  told  that 
not  one  apartment  is  available,  let  alone  necessary 
and  proper  facilities  for  the  forty  families  who 
would  be  evicted  if  this  is  allowed  by  the  OPA. 
The  President  of  Boston  University,  for  whom  I 
have  a  very  high  regard,  Daniel  L.  Marsh,  is  very, 
very  determined,  apparently,  as  are  all  the  mem- 
bers of  his  Board  of  Trustees,  to  evict  these 
tenants,  most  of  whom  have  been  there  for  a 
period  of  at  least  five  years,  and  many  of  whom 
have  been  tenants  on  the  premises  for  some 
twenty  years.  It  is  all  right  for  that  same  honor- 
able gentleman,  Daniel  L.  Marsh,  to  occupy  a 
most  imposing  structure  across  the  street,  at 
225  Bay  State  road,  with  some  twenty  or  more 
rooms,  with  ten  baths,  with  two  in  his  family 
and  one  hired  servant.  He  certainly  cannot  have 
sympathy  for  the  housing  shortages  that  exist 
today.  And  I  urge  you  gentlemen  to  suspend 
the  rules  here.  The  hearing  is  tomorrow,  and  I 
urge  you  to  suspend  the  rules  to  allow  our  honor- 
able City  Clerk  to  transmit  without  delay  a  notice 
to  the  President  of  the  Board  of  Trustees  for  action 
on  this  order.     Thank  you. 

Coun.  MUCHNICK— Talking  on  the  resolution, 
Mr.  President.  I  don't  have  the  good  fortune  to 
have  attended  Boston  University,  nor  am  I  a 
graduate  of  Boston  University,  but  it  seems  to  me 
we  ought  to  go  a  little  bit  slowly  in  acting  in  any' 
way  upon  this  particular  resolution.  In  the 
first  place,  I  don't  feel  that  we  as  a  municipal  body 
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in  an  executive  capacity  should  pass  resolutions  in 
an  attempt  in  any  way  to  sway  the  opinion  of  the 
OPA,  which  is  hearing  this  in  a  semi-judicial 
capacity,  that  if  it  were  a  court  procedure  might 
amount  to  contempt  of  court.  And  I  don't  think 
we  ought  to  be  involved  in  anything  like  that. 
While  it  is  true,  to  continue  on  the  merits,  that 
some  forty  apartment  holders  are  going  to  be 
greatly  inconvenienced  if  they  have  to  get  out  of 
these  premises,  it  may  be  that  eliminating  them  is 
the  lesser  of  two  evils.  The  purpose,  as  I  under- 
stand it,  of  putting  these  people  out  is  to  convert 
this  building  into  a  dormitory  for  gins  who  are  and 
will  be  students  at  Boston  University.  Most  of 
them,  as  I  understand  it,  are  discharged  Wacs 
and  Waves  who  have  been  guaranteed  under  the 
Bill  of  Rights,  under  the  G.  I.  Bill  of  Rights,  that 
they  are  going  to  get  a  college  education  if  they 
want  it.  Most  colleges  have  all  the  necessary 
facilities  for  students  except  buildings  in  which  to 
house  them.  Now  it  may  be  in  the  Cause  of 
education,  particularly  in  the  cause  of  education 
for  discharged  Wacs  and  Waves,  that  it  is  the 
lesser  of  two  evils  to  put  these  people  out  and  to 
allow  ex-service  girls  in,  and  it  seems  to  me  that  we 
should  not  pass  on  this  resolution  until  such  time  as 
President  Marsh  or  the  trustees  of  Boston  Univer- 
sity have  had  a  chance  to  say  something,  Now, 
while  it  may  be  that  the  OPA  is  going  to  hear  this 
tomorrow,  I  am  convinced  that  there  probably 
will  be  no  decision  for  a  couple  of  weeks.  There 
probably  won't  even  be  a  completed  hearing  for 
the  rest  of  the  week.  And  I  would  suggest  that 
we  do  nothing  until  next  week,  during  which  time 
we  may  be  able  to  get  the  views  of  the  trustees  of 
Boston  University. 

Coun.  BAYLEY — Talking  on  the  resolution. 
Mr.  President,  I  believe  that  we  have  committees 
here  who  are  to  carry  on  the  business  of  the  Coun- 
cil. And  I  believe  that  it  is  provided  in  Rule  30 
of  the  rules  as  we  have  adopted  them  that  "No 
meeting  of  any  committee  shall,  without  the  con- 
sent of  all  the  members  thereof,  be  called  upon  less 
notice  than  twenty-four  hours  from  the  time  the 
clerk  shall  have  mailed  the  notices  or  dispatched 
them  by  special  messenger,  provided,  however,  that 
meetings  of  the  executive  committee  may  be  held 
in  the  recess  period  of  any  meeting  of  the  Council 
without  such  consent  or  notice."  And  then: 
"No  committee  meetings  shall  be  called  later  than 
one  hour  immediately  preceding  the  time  set  for 
any  regular  meeting  of  the  City  Council,  nor  shall 
any  committee  remain  in  session  later  than  the 
hour  named  for  any  such  regular  meeting,"  Mr. 
Chairman,  while  I  am  in  sympathy  with  this 
resolution,  nevertheless,  it  should  be  passed  in  a 
legal  way.  The  plain  intent  of  the  rules  we  have 
adopted  is  to  refer  it  to  committee,  have  that 
committee  have  a  meeting,  and  report  it  back.     I 


question  if  this  has  been  observed  today,  and  if 
notices  could  be  mailed  in  twenty-four  hours  in 
advance  of  the  meeting,  when  it  only  came  in 
today.  We  must  observe  a  businesslike  proceed- 
ing here  today.  I  ask  you,  sir,  for  a  ruling,  if  a 
committee  can  report  back  the  same  day,  as  in 
Rule  30? 

Coun.  LINEHAN— Mr.  President,  may  I  tell 
the  gentleman  from  Ward  5  (Coun.  Bayley), 
through  you,  that  we  did  have  a  meeting  and 
unanimously  passed  the  matter? 

President  KELLY — Does  that  clear  up  the 
matter? 

Coun.  BAYLEY — If  all  the  members  were 
present  and  consented,  that  takes  care  of  that. 
But  I  still  feel  that  this  matter  should  have  a 
thorough  investigation.  I  think  it  only  fair  that 
a  committee  hearing  should  be  held;  and  not  only 
representatives  of  the  tenants  should  be  present, 
but  representatives  of  Boston  University  also 
should  be  allowed  to  appear,  so  that  we  may  hear 
that  side  of  the  question.  I  agree  with  the  coun- 
cilor from  Ward  14  (Coun.  Muchnick)  that  we 
should  wait  and  act  slowly  until  both  sides  may 
be  heard,  so  all  matters  passed  by  the  City  Council 
shall  have  due  consideration  and  due  deliberation. 

A  vote  was  taken,  and  the  resolution  was 
adopted.  Coun.  BAYLEY  doubted  the  vote  and 
asked  for  a  rising  vote. 

President  KELLY — How  many  members  will 
join  with  Councilor  Bayley? 

Coun.  BAYLEY — I  asked  for  a  rising  vote. 

Coun.  LINEHAN — Mr.  President,  a  point  of 
parliamentary  inquiry.  Do  you  need  more  than 
one  person  to  stand  for  a  rising  vote? 

President  KELLY — No,  you  do  not. 

The  resolution  was  adopted  on  a  rising  vote. 
Coun.  BAYLEY  asked  for  a  roll  call,  but  was  not 
sustained. 

The  resolution  was  adopted. 


REOPENING     OF     PASSAGEWAY     UNDER 
NEW   HAVEN   TRACKS. 

Coun.  KELLY  and  FISH  offered  the  following: 
Ordered,  That  the  Commissioner  of  Public 
Works  be  requested,  through  his  Honor  the  Mayor, 
to  take  up  with  the  officials  of  the  New  Haven 
Railroad  the  matter  of  reopening  the  passageway 
under  their  tracks  leading  from  Clayton  to  Beach 
streets  in  Dorchester,  for  the  use  of  the  public. 
Referred  to  the  Committee  on  Public  Safety. 


Adjourned,  on  motion  of  Coun.  McCORMACK  , 
at  5.40  p.  m.,  to  meet  on  Monday,  February  25, 
1940,  at  2  p.  m. 
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CITY  OF  BOSTON. 


Proceedings  of  City  Council. 


Monday,  February  25,  1946. 

Regular  meeting  of  the  City  Council  in  the 
Council  Chamber,  City  Hall,  at  2  ip.  m.,  President 
KELLY  presiding.  Absent,  Coun.  Kinsella  and 
Lane. 

The  meeting  was  opened  with  the  salute  to  the 
Flag. 


BUDGET   FOR    1946. 

The  following  was  received: 

City   of   Boston, 
Office  of  the  Mayor,  February  25,  1946. 
To  the  City  Council. 

Gentlemen, —  I  submit  herewith  supplementary 
appropriation  order  for  the  expenses  of  the  city 
and  county  for  the  current  fiscal  year.  This 
appropriation  order  is  in  addition  to  the  amounts 
allowed  by  me  for  departments  and  activities 
submitted  to  your  Honorable  Body  on  February 
4,  1946. 

It  was  my  original  intention  to  submit  the 
budget  for  the  year  1946  in  full  segregated  form. 
After  conferences  with  the  financial  officers  of  the 
city,  however,  I  have  concluded  that  existing 
conditions  preclude  such  a  segregation.  At  the 
present  time,  due  to  unstable  price  levels,  it  is 
impossible  to  make  accurate  allowances  for  the 
purchase  of  supplies,  equipment  and  materials, 
nor  is  it  possible  to  estimate  with  accuracy  the 
cost  of  necessary  plant  repairs,  or  the  cost  of 
non-contributory  ^  pension  retirements.  Under 
such  conditions,  it  is  obvious  that  a  fully  segregated 
budget  for  1946  would  result  in  the  necessity 
for  innumerable  transfers.  In  order  to  avoid 
such  a  contingency,  it  is  my  opinion  that  the 
budget  for  1946  should  be  adopted  in  as  flexible 
a  form  as  is  possible,  consistent  with  sound  and 
economical  procedure. 

Under  my  instructions,  the  Budget  Commis- 
sioner and  the  City  Auditor  will  exercise  control 
over  departmental  appropriations  and  activities. 
Under  such  a  plan,  we  may  be  certain  that  there 
will  be  no  abuse  of  the  flexible  character  of  the 
budget  allowances. 

The  budget  allowances  for  1946  total  $55,  328,- 
186.37  and  are  $5,067,530.18  in  excess  of  the 
budget  allowances  for  1945.  This  increase  over 
last  year's  allowances  is  attributable  to  the  following 
main  factors: 

1 .  Increased  payroll  costs  because  of  salary 
increases  and  appointments  during  the  year  1945, 
and  because  of  the  return  of  veterans. 

2.  Increased  costs  for  supplies,  including  food, 
fuel,  etc.,  equipment,  and  materials. 

3.  Increased  costs  of  plant  repairs,  acutely 
necessary  because  of  long  deferment. 

4.  Increased  costs  for  retirement  of  employees 
under  non-contributory  pension  provisions. 

5.  Increased  costs  for  old  age  assistance 
because  of  mandatory  statutory  requirements. 

It  will  be  noted  that  in  the  budget  allowances 
for  various  departments  there  is  no  provision  for 
the  purchase  of  equipment  such  as  trucks, 
apparatus,  automobiles  and  other  heavy  equipment. 
Estimates  submitted  to  me  by  the  Budget  Com- 
missioner indicate  that  essential  replacements  of 
such  equipment  will  exceed  one  millicui  dollars. 
In  view  of  the  fact  that  much  of  this  equipment 
will  have  a  life  of  five  or  more  years,  and  in  view 
.  of  the  fact  that  these  most  necessary  replacements, 
if  included  in  the  budget,  would  be  sharply 
reflected  in  the  tax  rate  for  1946,  it  has  been 
decided  to  make  such  replacements  through  the 
agency  of  a  loan,  which  will  be  submitted  to  your 
Honorable  Body  at  a  later  date. 

Despite  the  extraordinary  efforts  of  your 
financial  officers,  the  budget  for  1946  shows  an 
increase  over  the  budget  allowances  for  1945. 
For  this  increase,  this  administration  is,  in  no  part, 
responsible.  Conditions  have  been  inherited 
which  call  for  quick,  remedial  action.  Other 
conditions  exist  which  call  for  drastic  action  during 


the  course  of  the  year.  Slipshod,  expensive 
methods  of  conducting  the  city's  affairs,  which 
place  a  heavier  burden  on  the  taxpayer  than  is 
necessary,  invite  our  earnest  and  cooperative 
attention.  It  is  my  purpose  to  establish,  as 
quickly  as  possible,  an  efficient,  economical  ad- 
ministration of  the  city's  business.  In  this 
effort,  I  shall,  from  time  to  time,  request  the 
assistance  of  your  Honorable  Body. 

To  aid  you  in  determining  the  necessity  for  the 
budget  allowances  as  shown  in  the  accompanying 
schedule,  I  shall  submit  the  original  departmental 
estimates  and  all  other  figures  which  will  enable 
your  Honorable  Body  to  give  careful  and  prompt 
consideration  to  the  requirements  for  1946.  I 
respectfully  request  your  approval  of  this  sup- 
plementary appropriation,  as  submitted  herewith, 
as  well  as  your  approval  of  the  appropriation 
order  submitted  under  date  of  February  4,  1946. 
Respectfully, 
James   M.   Ctjbley,   Mayor. 

SUPPLEMENTARY  APPROPRIATION  AND 
TAX  ORDER  FOR  THE  FINANCIAL 
YEAR  1946. 

Ordered,  That  the  respective  sums  of  money 
specified  in  the  schedules  hereinafter  set  out  be, 
and  hereby  are,  appropriated  for  the  purposes 
hereinafter  specified,  said  sums  to  be  raised  by 
taxation  on  the  polls  and  estates  in  the  City  of 
Boston,  and  that  all  orders  heretofore  or  hereafter 
passed  by  the  City  Council  relating  to  appropri- 
ations, taxes,  and  the  interest  thereon,  apply  to 
the  appropriations  and  taxes  herein  provided  for; 
and  that  the  expenditures  for  Revenue  Depart- 
ments be  met  from  the  income  of  such  depart- 
ments and  that  any  expenditures  in  excess  of  the 
income  be  met  from  taxes. 

City  of  Boston. 

Department  and  Activity.  Allowances. 

Art $40  00 

Assessing 15,723  99 

Auditing 22,829  29 

Boston  Retirement  Board 9,245  36 

Boston  Traffic  Commission 40,280  18 

Budget 8,192  97 

Building 83,125  68 

Board  of  Appeal 4,755  90 

Board  of  Examiners 1,061  60 

City  Clerk 7,592  36 

City  Council 23,471  00 

City  Council  Proceedings 500  00 

City  Planning  Board 5,347  50 

Collecting -  23,577  98 

Election 120,327  65 

Fire 1,165,761   19 

Electrical  Inspection  Division. . .  11,035  01 

Health 87,725  23 

Hospital 1,106,390  00 

Sanatorium  Division 198,595  00 

Institutions:  Central  Office 11,262  31 

Child  Welfare  Division 122,636  09 

Long  Island  Hospital 449  00 

Steamer  "Stephen  J.  O'Meara",  10,115  00 

Law 47,647  20 

Library 83,301  00 

Licensing  Board 15,772  00 

Mayor,  Office  Expenses 44,984  32 

Municipal  Employment  Bureau,  10,836  00 

Park 188,388  52 

Cemetery  Division 26,323  28 

Police 1,000,739  00 

Public  Buildings 176,634  69 

Market  Division 2,535  50 

Public  Welfare: 

Central  Office 1,933,178  47 

Temporary  Home 2,145  00 

Wayfarers'  Lodge 6,926  24 

Public  Works: 

Central  Office 8,886  78 

Bridge  Service 73,453  62 

Ferry  Service 49,058  41 

Lighting  Service 27,895  11 

Paving  Service 154,147  56 

Sanitary  Service 633,318  28 

Sewer  Service 122,418  07 

Registry 26,689  82 

Sinking  Funds 430  00 

Soldiers'  Relief , 38,965  45 

Statistics 10,172  60 

Street  Laying-Out 6,422  05 

Supply 21,145  49 

Treasury 41,545  88 

Weights  and  Measures 13,788  88 
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Speoial  Appropriations. 

Department  and  Activity.  Allowances. 

Bridges,  Repairs,  ete $,-.0,000  00 

Contingent  Fund 25,000  00 

t  '.nn  i  ntions  and  Entertainment  of 

Distinguished  Guests 24,750  00 

Public  Celebrations 40,725  00 

Perry  Improvements 20,000  00 

Reconstruction  of  Streets 100,000  00 

Long  Island  Hospital  Special  Im- 
provements and  Repairs 175,000  00 

Unsafe  Buildings,  Securing,  Re- 
moving, etc 50,000  00 

Emergency  Compensation  Allot- 
ment    50,000  00 

Central  Payroll  Bureau,  Establish- 
ment of .  ...  10,000  00 

Sanatorium  Division.  Installations, 

Alterations  and  Repairs 100,000  00 

Park  and  Playground  Improve- 
ments, etc 150,000  00 

Beacon  Street  (Chapter  90) 50,000  00 


County  of  Suffolk. 

Suffolk  County  Courthouse  Cus- 
todian   

County  Buildings 

Jail 

Supreme  Judicial  Court 

Superior  Court,  Civil  Session, 
General  Expenses 

Superior  Court,  Civil  Session, 
Clerk's  Office 

Superior  Court,  Criminal  Session. . 

Probate  Court 

Municipal  Court,  City  of  Boston . . 

Municipal  Court,  Charlestown 
District 

East  Boston  District  Court 

Municipal  Court,  South  Boston 
District 

Municipal  Court,  Dorchester  Dis- 
trict  

Municipal  Court,  Roxbury  District, 

Municipal  Court,  West  Roxbury 
District 

Municipal  Court,  Brighton  District, 

Boston  Juvenile  Court 

District  Court  of  Chelsea 


1,003,264  51 


$77,623   15 

12,127  38 

41,992  01 

2,685  22 

53,828  40 

10,169  39 

38,289  28 

6,940  00 

42,961  29 

6,426  00 
8,139  59 

5,809  98 

9,687  28 
23,421  82 

6,434  50 
7,930  35 
5,108  08 
5,254  55 


Department  and  Activity. 

Registry  of  Deeds 

Index  Commissioners 

Insanity  Cases 

Medical  Examiner  Service,  North- 
ern Division 

Medical  Examiner  Service,  South- 
ern Division 

Associate  Medical  Examiner  Serv- 
ice, Northern  Division 

Associate        Medical        Examiner 
Service,  Southern  Division.  .  . 
Miscellaneous  Expenses: 

Auditing 

Budget 

Collecting 

Sheriff 

Treasury 

Penal  Institutions: 

Office  Expenses 

House  of  Correction  

Steamer  "Michael  J.  Perkins"  . . 
House  of  Correction,   Special   Im- 
provements and  Repairs 

House  of  Correction,  Industries.  .  . 
Emergency    Compensation    Allot- 
ment   

Contingent  Fund 


Allowances. 

$7,706  82 

822  82 

1,110  00 

1,118  63 

1,082  77 

62  50 

177  50 

11,572  54 

8,693  45 

200  00 

250  00 

625  00 

10,890  46 

74,204  05 

8,851  09 

30,000  00 
12,000  00 

15,000  00 
3,000  00 

$552,195  90 


Revenue  Departments. 

Printing 

Departmental  Postage  and  Sta- 
tionery  .■'■■.■ 

City  Record,  Publication  of 

Public  Works:  Water  Division. . .  . 

Sumner  Traffic  Tunnel 

Collecting:  Water  Division 


$73,015  42 

5,000  00 

187  00 

152,573  32 

37,278   19 

13,762  84 

$281,816  77 


Grand  Summary. 

City  of  Boston 

County  of  Suffolk 

Total 

Revenue  Departments 

Grand  Total 


!,693,264  51 
552,195  90 


i,245,460  41 
281,816  77 


',527,277  18 


Total   Budget   Allowances   Recommended 

by  the   Mayor  for  the   Financial   Year   1946. 

City  of  Boston. 


Department  and  Activity. 


Budget 

Submitted 

February  4, 1946. 


Supplementary 
Budget. 


1946 

Allowed 

By  Mayor. 


Art... 

Assessing 

Auditing 

Boston  Retirement  Board 

Boston  Traffic  Commission 

Budget 

Building 

Board  of  Appeal 

Board  of  Examiners 

City  Clerk 

City  Council 

City  Council  Proceedings 

City  Documents 

City  Planning  Board 

Collecting 

Election 

Boston  Finance  Commission 

Fire 

Electrical  Inspection  Division . . 

Health 

Hospital 

Sanatorium  Division 

Institutions:  Central  Office 

Child  Welfare  Division 

Long  Island  Hospital 

Steamer  "Stephen  J.  O'Meara". 

Law 

Library 

Licensing  Board 

Mayor,  Office  Expenses 

Municipal  Employment  Bureau 

Bureau  of  Americanization 


$410  00 

300,000  00 

85,000  00 

30,000  00 

150,000  00 

12,000  00 

205,000  00 

9,900  00. 

4,500  00 

40,000  00 

85,000  00 

11,250  00 

18,000  00 

23,000  00 

110,000  00 

250,000  00 

50,000  00 

100,000  00 

85,000  00 

920,000  00 

400,000  00 

685,000  00 

40,000  00 

370,000  00 

850,000  00 

50,000  00 

140,000  00 

300,000  00 

50,000  00 

80,000  00 

25,000  00 

2,000  00 

$40  00 

15,723  99 

22,829  29 

9,245  36 

40,280  18 

8,192  97 

83,125  68 

4,755  90 

1,061  60 

7,592  36 

23,471  00 

500  00 

5,347  50 

23,577  98 

120,327  65 


1,165. 

11, 

87, 

1,106 

198 

11 

122, 

10 
47, 
83, 
15, 
44, 
10, 


761  19 
035  01 
725  23 
390  00 
595  00 
262  31 
636  09 
449  00 
115  00 
647  20 
301  00 
772  00 
984  32 
836  00 


$450  00 

(a)  400,723  99 

107,829  29 

39,245  30 

190,280  18 

20,192  97 

288,125  68 

14,655  90 

5,561  60 

47,592  36 

108,471  00 

11,750  00 

18,000  00 

28,347  50 

133,577  98 

370,327  65 

50,000  00 

5,265,761   19 

96,035  01 

1,007,725  23 

4,506,390  00 

883,595  00 

51,262  31 

492,636  09 

850,449  00 

60,115  00 

187,647  20 

1,383,301  00 

65,772  00 

124,984  32 

35,836  00 

2,000  00 


FEBRUARY    25,     1946- 


82 


City  of  Boston  —  Concluded. 


Department  and  Activity. 


Budget 

Submitted 

February  4,  1946. 


Park 

Cemetery  Division 

Police 

Public  Buildings 

Market  Division 

Public  Welfare:  Central  Office 

Temporary  Home 

Wayfarers'  Lodge 

Public  Works: 

Central  Office 

Bridge  Service 

Ferry  Service 

Lighting  Service 

Paving  Service 

Sanitary  Service 

Sewer  Service 

Registry 

Sinking  Fund 

Soldiers'  Relief 

Statistics 

Street  Laying-Out 

Supply 

Treasury 

Weights  and  Measures 

Soldiers'  Relief 

Veterans'  Rehabilitation  Division 

Bridges,  Repairs,  etc 

Contingent  Fund 

Conventions  and  Entertainment  of  Distinguished 

Guests 

Ferry  Improvements 

Public  Celebrations 

Reserve  Fund 

Snow  Removal 

Long  Island  Hospital,  Special  Improvements  and 

Repairs 

Sewerage  Works 

Sidewalks,  Construction  and  Reconstruction  of .  .  . 

Emergency  Compensation  Allotment 

Recording  and  Binding  Veterans'  Discharges 

Purchase  of  Department  Equipment 

Park  and  Playground  Improvements,  etc 

Beacon  Street  (Chapter  90) 

Reconstruction  of  Streets 

Public  Ways,  Construction  of 

Unsafe  Buildings,  Securing,  Removing,  etc 

Board  of  Recreation 

Boston    Veterans'     Reception    and    Information 

Center 

Central  Pay  Roll  Bureau,  Establishment  of 

Sanatorium    Division,    Installations,    Alterations 
and  Repairs ....'. 


$1,100,000  00 

75,000  00 

6,100,000  00 

500,000  00 

17,000  00 

8,600,000  00 

8,000  00 

10,000  00 

30,000  00 

445,000  00 

200,000  00 

950,000  00 

900,000  00 

3,000,000  00 

400,000  00 

68,200  00 

2,500  00 

400,000  00 

9,500  00 

130,000  00 

50,000  00 

76,500  00 

45,000  00 


100,000  00 
275,000  00 

20,000  00 

35,000  00 

"  50,000  00 

125,000  00 

500,000  00 

75,000  00 

146,000  00 

50,000  00 

1,250,000  00 

146,000  00 
100,000  00 

100,000  00 

146,000  00 

50,000  00 

15,000  00 

1,800  00 
25,000  00 

50,000  00 


$39,857,560  00 


Supplementary 
Budget. 


$188,388  52 

26,323  28 

1,000,739  00 

176,634  69 

2,535  50 

1,933,178  47 

2,145  00 

6,926  24 

8,886  78 

73,453  62 

49,058  41 

27,895  11 

154,147  56 

633,318  20 

122,418  07 

26,689  82 

430  00 

38,965  45 

10,172  60 

6,422  05 

21,145  49 

41,545  88 

13,788  88 


50,000  00 
25,000  00 

24,750  00 
20,000  00 
40,725  00 


175,000  00 


50,000  00 


150,000  00 

50,000  00 

100,000  00 

50,000  00 


10,000  00 
100,000  00 


$8,693,264  51 


1946 

Allowed 

By  Mayor. 


$1,288,388  52 

101,323  28 

7,100,739  00 

(b)  701,634  69 

19,535  50 

10,553,178  47 

10,145  00 

16,926  24 

38.888  78 
518,453  62 
249,058  41 
977,895  11 

1,054,147  56 

3,653,318  28 

522,418  07 

94.889  82 
2,930  00 

438,965  45 
19,672  60 

136,422  05 
71,145  49 

118,045  88 
58,788  88 

(c)  23,874  19 

3,150,000  00 

300,000  00 

44,750  00 

55,000  00 

90,725  00 

125,000  00 

500,000  00 


250 
146 

50 

1,300 

(d)  15 

146. 

250 

50, 
200 
146. 
100. 

15, 


000  00 
000  00 
000  00 
000  00 
000  00 
000  00 
000  00 
000  00 
000  00 
000  00 
000  00 
000  00 


1,800  00 
35,000  00 


150,000  00 
$48,699,698  70 


(a)  $85,000  00  previously  passed  by  City  Council. 

(b)  $25,000  00  previously  passed  by  City  Council. 

(c)  $23,874  19  previously  passed  by  City  Council. 

(d)  $15,000  00  previously  passed  by  City  Council. 


County  of  Suffolk. 


Department  and  Activity. 


Budget 

Submitted 

February  4,  1946. 


Supplementary 
Budget. 


1946 

Allowed 

By  Mayor. 


Suffolk  County  Court  House  Custodian. .  . 

County  Buildings 

Jail 

Supreme  Judicial  Court 

Superior  Court,  Civil  Session,  General.  .  .  . 
Superior  Court,  Civil  Session,  Clerk's  Office 

Superior  Court,  Criminal  Session 

Probate  Court 

Municipal  Court,  City  of  Boston 

Municipal  Court,  Charlestown 

East  Boston  District  Court 

Municipal  Court,  South  Boston  District. . . 
Municipal  Court,  Dorchester  District 


$270 

90 

200 

50 

350 

190 

450 

25 

485 

30 

25 

30 

40 


,000 

00 

,000 

00 

,000 

00 

,000 

00 

,000 

00 

,000 

00 

,000 

00 

,000 

00 

,000 

00 

,000 

00 

,000 

00 

,000 

00 

,000 

00 

$77,623 

15 

12,127 

38 

41,992 

01 

2,685 

22 

53,828 

40 

10,169 

39 

38,289 

28 

6,940 

00 

42,961 

29 

6,426 

00 

8.138 

59 

5,809 

98 

9,687 

28 

$347,623   15 

102,127  38 

241,992  01 

52,685  22 

403,828  40 

200,169  39 

488,289  28 

31,940  00 

527,961  29 

36,426  00 

33,139  59 

35,809  98 

49,687  28 
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CITY     COUNCIL. 


Count",   <n    s,  i  ini.k      Concluded. 


DBF  Mil  Ml   SI      Wli     AlTIVITY. 


Budget. 
Suliinit  lid 

February  i.  1946, 


Supplementary 
Budget. 


194G 

Allowed 

By  Mayor. 


Municipal  Court.  Roxbury  District 

Municipal  Court,  West  Roxbury  District 

Municipal  Court,  Brighton  District 

Boston  Juvenile  Court 

Distinct  Court  of  Chelsea 

Registry  of  Deeds 

Index  Commissioners 

Insanity  Cases 

M  •  liral  I\x intn.er  Serviii    Northern  Division 
Medical  Examiner  Service,  Southern  Division.  .  .  . 
Associate    Medical    Examiner   Service,    Northern 

Division 

Associate    Medical    Examiner    Service,    Southern 

Division 

Miscellaneous  Expenses: 

Auditing 

Budget 

Collecting 

Sheriff 

Treasury 

Granite  Avenue  Bridge 

Penal  Institutions: 

Office  Expenses 

House  of  Correction 

Steamer  "  Michael  J.  Perkins" 

House  of  Correction,  Special   Improvements  and 

Repairs 

House  of  Correction,  Industries 

Emergency  Compensation  Allotment 

Contingent  Fund 

Board  of  Apportionment 

Special  Law  Library 


$105,000  00 

40,000  00 

22,500  00 

29,500  00 

35,000  00 

175,000  00 

24,000  00 

35,000  00 

25,000  00 

17,300  00 

2,000  00 

2,000  00 

14,000  00 
7,000  00 
800  00 
4,375  00 
5,000  00 
2,500  00 

35,000  00 

375,000  00 

65,000  00 

20,000  00 

200,000  00 
2,000  00 
4,700  00 
1,000  00 


$3,483,675  00 


$23,421 

82 

6,434 

50 

7,030 

35 

5,108 

08 

5,254 

55 

7,706 

82 

822 

82 

1,110 

00 

1,118 

63 

1,082 

77 

02 

50 

177 

50 

11,572 

54 

8,603 

45 

200 

00 

250 

00 

625 

00 

10,890 

46 

74,204 

05 

8,851 

09 

30,000 

00 

12,000 

00 

15,000 

00 

3,000 

00 

$552,195  90 

$128,421  82 

46,434  50 

30,430  35 

34,008  08 

40,254  55 

182,706  82 

24,822  82 

36,110  00 

26,118  63 

18,382  77 

2,062  50 

2,177  50 

25,572  54 

15,693  45 

1,000  00 

4,625  00 

5,625  00 

2,500  00 

45,890  46 

449,204  05 

73,851  09 

50,000  00 

12,000  00 

215,000  00 

5,000  00 

4,700  00 

1,000  00 


$4,035,870  90 


Revenue  Departments. 


Department  and  Activity. 


Budget 

Submitted 

February  4,  1946. 


Supplementary 
Budget. 


1946 

Allowed 

By  Mayor. 


Printing 

Departmental  Stationery  and  Postage 
City  Record,  Publication  of 

Public  Works  —  Water  Division 

Sumner  Traffic  TunneK 

Collecting  —  Water  Division 

Auditing  —  Water  Division. 

Board  of  Real  Estate  Commissioners. . . 


$350,000  00 

110,000  00 

25,000  00 

1,200,000  00 

300,000  00 

125,000  00 

800  00 

200,000  00 

$2,310,800  00 


$73,015 

42 

5,000 

00 

187 

00 

152,573 

32 

37,278 

19 

13,762 

84 

$281,816 

77 

$423,015  42 

115,000  00 

25,187  00 

1,352,573  32 

337,278   19 

138,762  84 

800  00 

200,000  00 

$2,592,616  77 


Grand  Summary. 


Department  and  Activity. 


Budget 

Submitted 

February  4,  1946. 


Supplementary 
Budget. 


1946 

Allowed 

By  Mayor. 


$39,857,560  00 
3,483,675  00 

$8,693,264  51 
552,195  90 

$48,699,698  70 
4,035,870  90 

Total 

$43,341,235  00 
2,310,800  00 

$9,245,460  41 
•  281,816  77 

$52,735,569  60 

2,592,616  77 

$45,652,035  00 

$9,527,277  18 

$55,328,186  37 

Referred  to  Committee  on  Appropriations. 
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PETITIONS   REFERRED. 

The  following  petitions  were  received   and   re- 
ferred to  the  committees  named,  viz.: 

Committee  on  Licenses. 
Petition  of  Patrick  J.  Fitzpatrick  for  driveway 
opening  at  50  River  street,  Dorchester. 


APPOINTMENT  OF  DR.  JOHN  A.  FOLEY. 

Coun.  HANNON  offered  the  following: 

Ordered,  That  Dr.  John  A.  Foley,  of  2  Wilbur 
street,  Dorchester,  be,  and  hereby  is,  appointed 
and  designated  as  the  examining  physician  for 
employees  of  the  County  of  Suffolk,  petitioners 
for  retirement,  under  the  provisions  of  General 
Laws,  chapter  32,  sections  56  to  60. 

Coun.  HANNON — Mr.  President,  that  is  an 
appointment,  and  I  think  we  need  a  roll  call. 

The  roll  was  called,  and  the  appointment  was 
confirmed,  yeas  15,  nays  0: 

Yeas — Coun.  Bayley,  Bryan,  Cantwell,  Chase, 
Coffey,  Cook,  Fish,  Hannori,  Hurley,  Kelly, 
Linehan,  Madden,  Moriarty,  Russo,  Sullivan — 15. 

Nays — 0. 


RECONSTRUCTION  OF  POPLAR  STREET. 

Coun.  CANTWELL  offered  the  following: 
Ordered,    That    the    Commissioner    of    Public 
Works  be  requested,  through  his  Honor  the  Mayor, 
to    widen    and    reconstruct    Poplar    street,    from 
Canterbury  to  Beech  streets,  Roslindale. 
Passed  under  suspension  of  the  rule. 


PAYMENT     TO     PARENTS     OF      FRANCIS 
RICCI. 

Coun.  COFFEY  offered  the  following: 
Resolved,  That  the  City  Council  of  Boston 
hereby  approves  the  enactment  of  legislation  to 
enable  said  city  to  pay  a  sum  of  money  to  the 
parents  of  Francis  Ricci,  who  died  on  June  9,  1945, 
as  a  result  of  being  accidentally  shot  by  a  police 
officer  of  said  city,  provided  that  such  legislation 
/neludes  a  referendum  to  the  Mayor  and  City 
Council. 

Referred,  on  motion  of  Coun.  COFFEY,  to  the 
Committee  on  Legislative  Matters. 


RESURFACING     OF     MEDFORD     STREET, 
WARD  2. 

Coun.  RUSSO,  for  Coun.  KINSELLA,  offered 
the   following: 

Ordered,  That  the  Public  Works  Commissioner 
be  requested  through  His  Honor  the  Mayor  to 
resurface  Medford  street  in  the  Charlestown 
district  of  Boston,  Ward  2. 

Passed  under  suspension  of  the  rule. 


SEWER  DIVISION  UNIT  IN  CHARLESTOWN. 

Coun.  RUSSO,  for  Coun.  KINSELLA  offered 
the  following: 

Ordered,  That  the  Public  Works  Commissioner 
be  requested,  through  his  Honor  the  Mayor,  to 
re-establish  a  Sewer  Division  Unit  in  the  Charles- 
town  district  of  Boston. 

Passed  under  suspension  of  the  rule. 


RENOVATION  OF  NORTH  BENNET  STREET 
BATH   HOUSE. 

Coun.  RUSSO  offered  the  following: 
Ordered,  That  the  Park  Commissioner  be 
requested,  through  his  Honor  the  Mayor,  to 
include  in  his  budget  sufficient  money  for  the 
renovation  and  modernization  of  the  entire  North 
Bennet   street    bath   house. 

Passed  under  suspension  of  the  rule. 


LETTER   FROM   CHIEF  JUSTICE 
JOHN   P.   HIGGINS. 

A  letter  was  received  fr.om  John  P.  Higgins, 
Chief  Justice  of  the  Superior  Court,  expressing 
appreciation  to  members  of  the  Council  for  reso- 
lution of  congratulation  upon  his  appointment 
to  the  International  Court  which  will  try  top- 
ranking  Japanese  who  are  charged  with  war 
crimes. 

Placed  on  file. 


CONTINUANCE   OF  VICTORY   GARDEN 
PROGRAM. 

Coun.  RUSSO,  CHASE  and  BAYLEY  offered 
the  following: 

Ordered,  That  the  Park  Commissioner  be 
requested,  through  his  Honor  the  Mayor,  to 
include  in  his  budget  sufficient  money  to  carry 
on  the  victory  garden  program  for  the  coming 
year. 

Coun.  RUSSO — Mr.  President,  on  this  order 
it  has  been  brought  to  my  attention,  as  far  as  the 
so-called  Victory  Gardens  are  concerned,  that 
not  only  have  they  been  a  great  deal  of  help  in 
so  far  as  our  food  situation  is  concerned  for  the 
past  several  years,  but  it  has  also  been  of  great 
benefit  to  have  these  victory  gardens  for  recrea- 
tional purposes,  because,  as  I  understand  it,  most 
of  these  individuals  who  have  these  victory  gardens 
are  middled-aged  persons  and  elderly  persons, 
and  they  have  enjoyed  these  victory  gardens,  and 
it  costs  the  city  very  little  money.  So,  therefore, 
I  hope  that  his  Honor  the  Mayor  will  continue 
these  victory  gardens,  as  they  will  be  a  great  help 
in  the  solution  of  the  food  situation  and  also  be  a 
great  deal  of  help  and  recreation  for  these  elderly 
people  who  haven't  a  chance  perhaps  to  go  to 
the  country  to  engage  in  that  kind  of  work.  And 
I  feel  it  will  be  a  worthy  cause  that  should  be 
continued  on  for  this  coming  yeaT. 

Coun.  CHASE — May  I  support  the  gentleman 
from  the  North  End  (Coun.  Russo)  on  this  order? 
I  have  heard  a  number  of  constituents  in  my 
district  pressing  for  a  continuation  of  the  victory 
gardens.  In  view  of  the  fact  that  this  country 
unquestionably  will  be  faced  with  a  food  shortage 
because  of  the  relief  we  are  furnishing  to  European 
countries,  I  feel  that  the  city  can  at  least  contribute 
these  gardens  until  next  year,  and  I  trust  that 
the  order  will  pass. 

Coun.  BAYLEY — I,  too,  am  very  much  in 
favor  of  this  order,  and  I  should  like  to  join  with 
the  distinguished  councilor  from  Ward  3  (Coun. 
Russo),  if  I  might,  as  a  co-sponsor  of  this  order. 
We  have  a  large  victory  garden  up  in  the  Fenway 
section  of  my  ward,  which  has  more  than  500 
separate  plots  of  land,  and  people  in  my  district 
are  very  much  in  favor  of  these  victory  gardens 
continuing.  I  am  100  per  cent  in  accord  with 
this  order,  and  I  hope  that  we  will  continue  the 
victory  gardens  for  a  year  at  least,  to  give  recrea- 
tion and  also  provide  extra  food. 

Coun.  RUSSO — I  will  be  very  glad  to  include 
Councilors  Chase  and  Bayley  on  this  order.  As 
I  understand  it,  the  city  provides  the  water  and 
whatever  plumbing  there  is  is  taken  care  of,  so 
I  say,  where  the  amount  of  money  involved  is  so 
trifling,  and  it  is  a  worthy  cause,  I  hope  this 
Council  will  go  on  record  as  approving. 

The  order  was  passed  under  suspension  of  the 
rule. 


CONTINUATION   OF   CHILD   CARE 
CENTERS. 

Coun.  LINEHAN  offered  the  following: 
Ordered,  That  his  Honor  the  Mayor  be  re- 
quested to  send  the  Boston  City  Council  today 
a  request  for  an  appropriation  to  continue  the  child 
care  centers  until  action  has  been  taken  by  the 
State  Legislature  in  regard  to  a  state  appropriation 
to  reimburse  cities  that  continue  the  child  care 
centers. 

Coun.  LINEHAN — Mr.  President,  several 
weeks  ago  —  as  a  matter  of  fact,  January  28, 
1946  —  at  a  meeting  of  this  Body,  several  coun- 
cilors, including  myself,  that  have  child  care 
centers  maintained  in  their  districts  filed  an  order 
requesting  his  Honor  the  Mayor  to  send  a  request 
for  an  appropriation  to  continue  child  care  centers, 
which  all  members  of  the  Council  know  will  cease 
to  be  maintained  unless  the  city  appropriates 
money  at  this  session.     When  I  say  "this  session" 
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CITY     COUNCIL. 


I  mean  the  session  of  the  City  Council  today. 
\-  we  all  received  notices  from  the  Greater  Boston 
Community  Council  about  two  weeks  ago  in 
regard    to    the    expense    involved    in    maintaining 

these  centers,  I  don't  care  to  go  into  that  today. 

\  OU  OBJ!  refer  back  to  the  notice  received  from  the 
Greater   Boston  Community  Council,  which  will 

give  you  all  the  information  you  desire.  It.  seems 
to  me.  after  waiting  since  January  28  up  to  now, 
ami  March  1  is  right  around  the  corner,  when  it  is 
decided  whether  or  not  these  child  care  centers 
will  be  maintained,  that  it  is  about  time  we  got 
some  answer  on  our  order.  Now,  let  us  find  out 
whether  or  not  we  do  want  to  maintain  these 
child  care  centers,  and  the  only  way  to  do  it  is 
to  act  today.  And  I  am  filing  this  order  early 
so  it  can  be  sent  down  to  his  Honor  the  Mayor  — 

I  hope  he  is  in  town  toda.N asking  him  if  he  is 

going  to  send  up  an  appropriation.  He  cannot 
do  it  next  week,  because  that  will  be  too  late. 
Now,  Maurice  Tobin,  the  Governor  of  the  Com- 
monwealth, only  last  week  did  do  something  on  it, 
and  I  sincerely  hope  that  the  Legislature  wili 
act  on  it.  I  am  reading  from  a  newspaper  clipping 
in  regard  to  what  he  is  doing: 

"Tobin  Seeks  $26,470  as  State  Aid  to  Thirty-one 
Child  Care  Centers. 

An  appeal  for  an  immediate  appropriation  of 
§26,470  so  the  state  could  assume  part  of  the  cost 
of  operating  thirty-one  child  care  centers  in  nine 
Massachusetts  communities  was  sent  to  the  Legis- 
lature yesterday  by  Governor  Tobin. 

Federal  contributions  to  these  centers,  caring 
for  over  1,000  children  of  working  mothers,  will 
expire  February  28,  he  pointed  out.  'It  is  my 
belief  that  assistance  should  be  provided  by  the 
state  in  order  that  this  valuable  contribution  to 
the  welfare  of  our  children  may  be  continued,' 
he  stated. 

'  I  recommend  that  that  part  of  the  cost  hereto- 
fore borne  by  the  Federal  Government  be  con- 
tinued and  that  such  cost  to  the  state  be  charged 
against  the  education  fund  before  distribution. 

'  The  amount  the  state  requires  between  March  1 
and  June  30,  1946,  based  on  40  per  cent  of  salaries 
of  personnel  now  paid,  is  estimated  at  $26,470.'" 
Now,  I,  like  every  other  councilor,  believe  in 
economy.  But  I  think  we  have  to  watch  where 
we  economize.  Personally,  I  think  this  is  a  service 
that  should  be  continued.  The  Governor  of  the 
Commonwealth  thinks  so.  I  believe  the  Legisla- 
ture within  the  week  will  think  so  —  at  least, 
I  hope  so  —  but  if  the  city  does  not  appropriate 
money  today  it  means  that  on  February  28  the 
child  care  centers  will  cease  to  exist,  and  it  is 
about  time  that  we  had  some  action  from  his 
Honor  the  Mayor  in  regard  to  the  order  that  we 
filed  some  weeks  ago.  Now,  I  notice  in  the  papers 
this  week  —  I  think  that  is  apropos  of  this  order, 
it  is  related  to  it  —  something  about  the  taking 
away  of  the  Dennison  House,  which,  as  everybody 
here  knows,  is  carrying  on  service  for  boys  and 
doing  a  good  job.  And,  unfortunately,  the  Fire 
Department  is  going  to  need  the  fire  house  they 
closed  some  time  ago.  I  really  don't  know,  if 
it  was  no  good  some  time  ago,  what  good  it  is 
now  to  the  Fire  Department.  It  is  getting  to 
a  point  where  we  hear  a  lot  about  juvenile  de- 
linquency. Last  year  there  was  an  attempt  made 
to  correct  juvenile  delinquency  in  the  City  of 
Boston.  How  successful  that  was,  I  don't  know, 
but  I  do  know  this,  that  since  that  program  was 
abolished,  I  am  sorry  to  say,  the  City  of  Boston 
as  a  city  is  not  doing  very  much  to  diminish 
juvenile  delinquency.  Our  recreational  program 
is  just  about  nil  as  of  today,  and  that  is  a  terrible 
situation  at  the  end  of  the  war,  when  it  is  very 
possible  that  juvenile  delinquency  can  increase, 
and  I  have  no  doubt  it  probably  is  at  the  present 
time  increasing,  due  to  the  fact  that  we  haven't 
enough  recreational  facilities  for  children.  This 
is  sort  of  a  recreational  facility  for  children  — 
that  is  why  I  am  bringing  that  out  —  and  it  seems 
to  rne  we  have  to  go  slow  when  we  cut  out  things 
which,  after  all,  amount  to  only  a  very  small  part 
of  the  tax  rate,  and  when  you  think  of  what  good 
a  particular  appropriation  would  do  —  an  appro- 
priation like  that  for  child  care  centers,  and  I 
might  say  an  appropriation  that  might  be  made  to 
give  some  kind  of  a  program  for  recreation  for  the 
children  of  Boston.  And  I,  in  the  near  future, 
will  file  an  order  requesting  some  sort  of  survey 
be  made,  in  the  very  near  future  so  that  Boston, 
the  so-called  Hub  of  the  Universe,  the  city  of 
culture,  can  at  least  give  something  to  the  children 
in    the  way   of   recreation.     I  sincerely  hope  that 


the  President  of  the  Council  will  act,  right  away  in 
regard  to  this  order  ami  send  it  forthwith  down 
to  his  Honor  the  Mayor,  so  that  we  can  get  some 
action  before  this  Body  here  is  adjourned  for  the 
day.     I  sincerely  hope  the  order  is  passed. 

President  KELLY — A  copy  of  the  order  will 
be  immediately  sent  to  his  Honor  the  Mayor. 

The  order  was  passed  under  suspension  of  the 
rule. 


NAMING  '   OF     SERGEANT     PATRICK     F. 
CRISSAFULLI   SQUARE. 

Coun.  HURLEY  offered  the  following: 
Ordered,  That  the  space  at  the  junction  of 
Harrison  avenue  and  Northampton  street  be 
named  Sgt.  Patrick  F.  Crissafulli  Square  in  honor 
of  a  veteran  of  the  Marine  Corps  in  World  War  II 
who  was  killed  in  action  in  the  South  Pacific, 
and  that  suitable  signs  be  erected  designating  same. 
Passed  under  suspension  of  the  rule. 


CONFIRMATION    OF   EXECUTIVE 
APPOINTMENTS. 

On  motion  of  President  KELLY,  the  Council 
took  up  under  unfinished  business  Nos.  1,  2  and  3 
on  the  calendar,  viz. : 

1.  Action  on  appointments  submitted  by  the 
Mayor,  February  18,  1946,  of  Charles  A.  Cantwell, 
Rudolph  F.  Watson,  Robert  H.  Kopp,  Carl  H. 
Kohlus,  Edward  J,  Maclsaac,  Lawrence  Linnehan, 
John  W.  Toole  and  Jeremiah  A.  Daley,  to  be 
Constables  not  authorized  to  serve  civil  process. 

2.  Action  on  appointment  submitted  by  the 
Mayor,  February  18,  1946,  of  John  L.  Priest,  to 
be  a  Constable  authorized  to  serve  civil  process. 

3.  Action  on  appointments  submitted  by  the 
Mayor,  February  18,  1946,  of  Alan  W.  Smith, 
to  be  a  Weigher  of  Coal;  and  Ralph  G.  Dobson, 
to  be  a  Measurer  of  Leather. 

Coun.  BAYLEY— Mr.  President,  has  No.  1 
been  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Constables? 

President  KELLY — I  think  not,  councilor. 

Coun.  BAYLEY— Mr.  President,  I  think  we 
should  await  action,  not  acting  until  the  Com- 
mittee on  Constables  can  report. 

President  KELLY — Do  you  want  a  division 
on  this? 

Coun.  BAYLEY— Yes. 

President  KELLY — The  Council  in  the  mean- 
time may  act  upon  Nos.  2  and  3  on  the  calendar, 
and  the  Chair  will  appoint  as  a  committee  Coun- 
cilors Russo  and  Madden. 

A  vote  was  taken  upon  the  appointments  in 
Nos.  2  and  3  on  the  calendar,  yeas  15,  nays  0, 
and  the  appointments  were  confirmed. 

On  motion  of  Coun.  BAYLEY,  No.  1  was 
referred  to  the  Executive  Committee. 


ORDINANCE   RE   FIRE   DEPARTMENT. 

Coun.  COOK,  for  the  Committee  on  Ordinances, 
submitted  the  following: 

City  of  Boston, 
In  the  Year  Nineteen  Hundred  and  Forty-Six. 
An  Ordinance  Concerning  the  Fire  Department. 
Be  it  ordained  by  the  City  Council  of  Boston,  as 
follows: 
Chapter   fifteen   of   the   Revised   Ordinances   of 
1925,   as  amended,   is   hereby   repealed,   and  the 
following  new  chapter  substituted  therefor: 

Chapter  Fifteen,  Revised  Ordinances  of  1925. 

Section  1.  The  fire  department  shall  be  under 
the  charge  of  the  fire  commissioner,  who  shall 
exercise  the  powers  and  perform  the  duties  pro- 
vided by  statute;  and  shall  appoint  a  chief  of 
department,  deputy  chiefs,  district  chiefs,  engi- 
neers, and  other  firemen. 

Section  2. — The  commissioner  shall  regulate  the 
hours  of  duty  of  the  officers  and  members  of  the 
fire  department  so  that  the  maximum  strength  of 
each  company  shall  be  maintained,  insofar  as  is 
possible,  at  all  times. 

The  officers  and  members  of  the  fire  department 
shall  work  the  two-platoon  system,  as  described  in 
paragraph  one  of  section  three  of  this  ordinance. 
The  commissioner,  may,  however,  wherever  and 
whenever  practicable,  allow  officers  and  members 
to   work   alternating   days   of   twenty-four   hours 
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from  eight  o'clock  ante  meridiem  to  eight  o'clock 
ante  meridiem  the  next  following  day. 

Section  3.  The  hours  of  duty  of  the  day  force 
shall  be  from  eight  o'clock  ante  meridiem  to  six 
o'clock  post  meridiem,  and  the  hours  of  duty  of  the 
night  force  shall  be  from  six  o'clock  post  meridiem 
to  eight  o'clock  ante  meridiem;  provided  that 
every  third  day,  for  the  purpose  of  alternating  the 
day  force  with  the  night  force  and  vice  versa,  the 
number  of  hours  of  duty  herein  stated  may  be 
exceeded,  but  one  force  shall  be  at  liberty  at  all 
times,  except  as  otherwise  provided  in  section  four 
of  this  ordinance;  and  provided  further  that  each 
member  of  the  fire  department  while  on  a  twenty- 
four  hour  tour  of  duty  may  be  allowed  one  meal 
period  of  one  and  one-quarter  hours  while  on  such 
tour  of  duty. 

The  hours  of  duty  of  the  force  on  twenty-four 
hour  duty  shall  be  from  eight  o'clock  ante  meridiem 
to  eight  o'clock  ante  meridiem  the  next  following 
day,  with  one  such  force  at  liberty  at  all  times, 
except  as  provided  in  the  following  section. 

Section  4.  In  case  of  a  conflagration  or  extreme 
emergency  involving  a  fire  hazard,  the  officer  or 
board  having  charge  of  the  fire  fighting  force  shall 
have  full  authority  to  summon  and  keep  on  duty 
any  or  all  of  the  members  of  the  fire  fighting  force 
while  such  conflagration  or  emergency  continues. 

The  commissioner  may  furnish,  on  such  occa- 
sions and  to  such  extent  as  he  may  deem  advisable, 
the  assistance  of  the  department  to  another  city, 
town,  or  fire  district,  in  extinguishing  fires  therein. 

Section  5.  The  provisions  of  the  foregoing 
sections  shall  not  repeal,  affect  or  change  any  rule, 
order  or  ordinance  now  in  force  relating  to  the  fire 
department,  or  the  officers  or  members  thereof, 
except  as  herein  specified. 

Section  6.  The  commissioner  shall  appoint  a 
superintendent  of  fire-alarm,  who  shall,  under  the 
direction  of  the  commissioner,  have  the  entire  care 
and  maintenance  of  the  wires,  posts,  machinery, 
and  appliances  of  the  fire-alarm  telegraph  and 
telephone  system;  shall  see  that  all  such  wires, 
posts,  machinery,  and  appliances  are  maintained 
in  good  order  and  condition;  and  shall  keep  in  his 
office  a  map  showing  the  locations  of  the  same. 

Section  7.  The  commissioner  shall  make  to  the 
mayor  a  monthly  report  of  the  location  and  number 
of  fires  that  have  occurred  in  the  preceding  month, 
the  cause  of  the  same  and  the  amount  of  property 
destroyed  thereby,  and  shall,  in  his  annual  report, 
include  a  brief  summary  of  such  matters. 

Section  8.  The  commissioner  shall,  before 
calling  before  him  a  member  of  the  department  for 
a  hearing  on  charges,  give  such  member  at  least 
twenty-four  hours'  notice  of  the  charges  made, 
and  shall  allow  him  to  be  represented  at  the  hearing 
by  counsel. 

Section  9.  The  fire  commissioner  shall  exercise 
the  powers  and  perform  the  duties  imposed  by  law 
upon  the  wire  commissioner,  and  shall  establish  in 
the  fire  department  a  division  to  be  known  as  the 
electrical  inspection  division.  The  electrical 
inspection  division  shall  be  in  charge  of  a  deputy 
appointed  by  the  fire  commissioner,  who,  under  the 
direction  of  the  fire  commissioner,  shall  carry  out 
the  provisions  and  requirements  of  law  relating  to 
wires  and  inspection  of  wires,  and  the  installation 
and  use  of  electric  conductors  and  appliances  in 
buildings  in  the  city  of  Boston.  The  salary  of 
the  deputy  shall  be  fixed  by  the  fire  commissioner, 
subject  to  the  approval  of  the  mayor. 

Section  10.  The  hours  of  labor  prescribed  for 
firemen  under  the  provisions  of  this  chapter  shall 
not  apply  to  the  deputy,  subordinates  and  em- 
ployees of  the  wire  division  of  the  fire  department. 

Section  11.  Six  months  after  the  end  of  the 
participation  of  the  United  States  in  World  War  II, 
or  at  an  earlier  date  if  the  Mayor  and  City  Council 
so  order,  the  hours  of  duty  of  officers  and  members 
of  the  fire  department  shall  not  exceed  a  total  of 
seventy  hours  for  any  consecutive  seven  days, 
except  as  otherwise  provided  in  this  ordinance. 
The  commissioner,  when  this  section  is  in  effect, 
and  notwithstanding  the  provision  of  sections  two 
and  three  of  this  chapter,  shall  arrange  the  officers 
and  men  of  the  fire  department  into  such  bodies  or 
platoons  as  will  enable  the  work  of  the  department 
to  be  carried  on  most  efficiently  consistently  with 
the  provisions  concerning  hours  of  duty  as  provided 
in  this  section. 

Coun.  COOK — Mr.  President  and  members  of 
the  Council,  this  is  a  new  ordinance  which  has 
been  drawn  up  by  the  City  Clerk  after  conferring 
with  the  Fire  Commissioner  and  firemen,  in  order 
to  take  care  of  the  situation,  now  that  our  previous 
ordinance  for  a  seventy-hour  week  was  vetoed  by 


the  Mayor.  The  matters  taken  up  in  this  ordi- 
nance were  discussed  fully  at  our  committee 
meeting.  It  allows  by  amendment  the  Fire  Com- 
missioner to  place  the  firemen  on  a  twenty-four- 
hour  day,  off-and-on  system,  or  on  the  two-platoon 
system.  It  also  keeps  the  provision  of  six  months 
after  the  end  of  the  war  as  the  beginning  of  the 
seventy-hour  week.  I  have  polled  most  of  the 
committee  on  it,  and  they  are  in  agreement  on 
it,  and  I  ask  that  this  ordinance  go  to  the  Execu- 
tive Committee  instead  of  to  the  Committee  on 
O  rdi  n  eld.  cgs 

Coun.  COFFEY— May  I  ask  the  Chairman  of 
the  Committee  on  Ordinances  if  he  has  any 
assurance  from  the  Mayor  that  six  months  after 
hostilities  cease,  or  six  months  after  the  war  is 
decided  to  be  over  by  Congress,  if  the  Mayor  has 
given  any  assurance  he  will  put  the  firemen  on  a 
seventy-hour  week? 

Coun.  COOK — No,  sir,  I  can  state  to  the 
councilor  from  Ward  1  (Coun.  Coffey)  the  fact 
that  it  is  not  up  to  his  discretion  right  now.  The 
ordinance  is  a  matter  of  law  right  now,  and  unless 
the  City  Council  changes  that  law  the  Mayor  has 
nothing  to  do  with  it. 

Coun.  COFFEY — Didn't  we  pass  an  ordinance 
similar  to  this  last  year?  What  happened  to 
that?     Wasn't  it  on  the  seventy-hour  week? 

President  KELLY — It  is  effective.  It  is  on 
the  books  now. 

Coun.  COFFEY— If  it  is  on  the  books  now, 
why  are  we  wasting  our  time  on  another  ordinance? 

President  KELLY — Under  the  law  it  cannot  go 
into  effect  until  six  months  after  the  official  declara- 
tion that  the  war  is  ended. 

The  ordinance  was  referred  to  the  Executive 
Committee. 


USE   OF   CASHMAN   SCHOOL     FOR    BOYS' 
AND   GIRLS'    CLUB. 

Coun.  COFFEY  offered  the  following: 
Ordered,  That  his  Honor  the  Mayor  confer 
with  the  Boston  School  Committee  for  the  purpose 
of  converting  the  now  vacant  Cashman  School  in 
the  East  Boston  district  of  Boston  into  a  boys' 
and  girls'  club. 

Passed  under  suspension  of  the  rule. 


GARAGE   UNDER  BOSTON   COMMON. 

Coun.  RUSSO  offered  the  following: 

Whereas,  There  is  pending  before  the  Massa- 
chusetts Senate  and  the  House  of  Representatives 
an  act  providing  for  the  construction  of  a  garage 
for  parking  facilities  under  the  Boston  Common, 
by  the  City  of  Boston,  therefore,  be  it 

Resolved,  That  the  City  of  Boston,  acting 
through  its  Park  Department,  may  construct  a 
garage  and  parking  facilities  under  Boston  Com- 
mon in  said  city,  and  for  such  purpose  may  expend 
a  sum  or  sums  not  exceeding,  in  the  aggregate, 
the  sum  of  one  million  dollars,  for  which  bonds 
may  be  issued  which  shall  be  outside  the  statutory 
limit  of  indebtedness  of  said  city,  and  that  said 
Park  Department  is  authorized  to  set  fees  and 
charges  for  the  use  of  said  parking  space. 

Coun.  RUSSO — Mr.  President,  there  is  now 
pending  before  the  Legislature  a  bill  authorizing 
the  City  of  Boston  to  construct  a  garage  under- 
neath the  Boston  Common.  Ever  since  this  issue 
has  come  up,  I  know,  from  my  own  personal 
observation  and  through  speaking  with  various 
individuals  throughout  the  city,  I  have  not  found 
one  individual  opposed  to  the  erection  of  this 
garage  under  Boston  Common.  You  and  I  know, 
Mr.  President,  the  condition  in  so  far  as  traffic  is 
concerned  and  parking  conditions  in  the  City 
of  Boston.  It  has  reached  its  peak,  and,  if  it  con- 
tinues, something  has  to  be  done  in  order  to  clear 
our  streets  of  automobiles,  because  every  space 
available  is  taken  by  automobiles  parking.  And 
I  feel  that,  by  the  erection  of  this  garage  under 
Boston  Common,  it  will  increase  the  business  of  the 
City  of  Boston  and  will  eliminate  all  these  tie-ups 
due  to  the  parking  of  automobiles  on  every  city 
street  and  in  every  possible  space  that  is  available. 
I  do  not  feel  it  is  anything  that  will  be  a  hindrance 
to  that  historical  section  of  our  city,  which  is 
Boston  Common.  I  have  spoken  with  some  of 
the  individuals  who  have  come  from  California, 
and  they  tell  me  that  the  one  erected  there  is  really 
h.  beautiful  sight.  Nothing  is  touched  in  so  far 
as  the  top  of  the  park  is  concerned,  and  when 
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tliry  get  through  with  tliis  project  it  will  remain 
jum  as  beautiful,  if  not  more  bo,  than  the  condi- 
tion which  exists  there  today.  So.  therefore, 
1  am  fully  convinced  that  something  ought  to  be 
done,  and  if  tlio  State  Legislature  does  not  give 
that  permission  to  the  City  of  Boston,  then  I  say 
that  some  other  drastic  action  must  be  taken 
in  order  to  eliminate  the  congestion  that  is  in  our 
i-itv  at  tin-  present  day. 

Coub.  COFFEY— Mr.  President,  there  is  no 
doubt  in  ray  mind  that  the  councilor  is  sincere, 
ami  that  something  should  be  done  about  the 
parking  conditions,  but  this  is  going  to  be  the 
biggest  racket  that  was  ever  put  over  on  the  people 
of  Boston — yes.  and  the  people  of  the  Common- 
wealth. This  is  something  that  was  started  not 
only  by  members  of  the  Legislature,  but  by  those 
high  in  office,  by  the  newspapers  in  Greater  Boston 
and  throughout  the  entire  Commonwealth.  And 
I  say  that  this  is  nothing  but  a  racket,  and  a  big 
racket.  I  will  tell  you  why  they  want  to  make  a 
parking  lot  under  the  Common.  The  aviation 
clique  has  gone  to  work  with  the  president  of  the 
Chamber  of  Commerce,  who  is  also  the  president 
of  the  National  Shawmut  Bank,  and  is  also  the 
same  man  that  made  and  broke  mayors  up  until 
this  last  campaign,  when  he  got  on  the  wrong 
track  and  picked  the  wrong  candidate.  But 
previous  to  that  he  had  been  picking  successful 
candidates  for  years — that  is,  five — and  made 
them  Mayors  of  Boston  and  sent  them  to  higher 
office.  As  1  say.  in  the  last  contest  he  picked  a 
loser.  He  couldn't  help  picking  a  ]oser  because  he 
just  could  not  be  with  Curley.  He  knew  it 
wouldn't  do  any  good  to  be  with  Curley,  in  the 
first  place,  so  in  desperation  he  picked  somebody 
else  who  might  defeat  Curley.  Curley's  two  oppo- 
nents couldn't,  get  together,  so  the  result  was  that 
Curley  was  elected.  What  I  am  getting  at  is  that 
this  man,  president  of  the  Chamber  of  Commerce 
and  president  of  the  National  Shawmut  Bank, 
has  just  been  appointed  for  a  long  term  as  head 
of  the  Boston  Port  Development.  The  same  man 
is  very  much  interested  in  the  airport  at  East 
Boston.  Therefore,  in  my  opinion,  which  I  have 
expressed  in  the  Council  for  the  last  four  years, 
that  airport  is  never  going  to  be  a  paying  proposi- 
tion; it  is  never  going  to  be  of  any  value  to  the 
City  of  Boston — never.  And  those  words  you 
can  put  down  in  the  years  to  come,  when  I  am 
forgotten  in  politics.  You  will  some  day  realize 
that  I  was  right.  That  place  is  no  place  for  an 
airport.  I  come  in  contact  with  and  talk  to  pilots 
every  day.  They  hate  and  despise  the  place. 
They  bypass  it  every  chance  they  get.  There  is  a 
blanket  of  fog  there  twice  a  week.  If  they  can't 
land  there,  they  land  in  Chicopee  or  any  other 
place,  to  make  a  safe  landing.  Even  when  Gen- 
eral Eisenhower  came  here,  he  couldn't  land  here. 
When  Tobin  and  his  party  left  for  London,  they 
couldn't  leave  the  East  Boston  airport.  But 
not  only  that,  they  have  taken  away  recreational 
facilities  and  a  park  over  there  that  we  have  had 
for  seventy-five  years.  And  how  Commissioner 
Long  hated  to  let  it  go.  The  Park  Department 
expended  over  8200,000  on  it,  and  never  got  one 
thing  in  return.  But  what  I  am  getting  at  is  this. 
The  fill  that  is  going  into  that  airport  is  coming 
from  Peabody.  That  fill  is  running  out.  It  is 
very  low.  They  want  action  immediately;  they 
want  action  now,  because  there  is  around  three 
million  cubic  yards  of  fill  under  Boston  Common 
that  they  want  to  put  over  in  the  airport.  That 
is  the  only  reason  that  they  want  to  make  a  park- 
ing lot  under  Boston  Common.  There  is  no  other 
reason.  That  is  all  they  want;  that  is  all  they 
need,  that  fill,  to  take  care  of  the  aviation  clique. 
And  1  have  asked  the  aviation  clique  up  here 
time  and  time  again  about  this.  The  state  took 
over  the  East  Boston  airport  and  expended 
close  to  $20,000,000,  and  they  know  they  have  to 
spend  another  So0,000,Q00  before  they  can  make 
that  a  first-class  airport — and  then  all  the  planes 
are  going  to  bypass  it,  anyhow,  because  they  are 
building  airports  in  Maine.  They  are  building 
the  bixgest  airport  in  Maine,  and  we  can't  use 
the  excuse  that  we  are  nearer  Europe,  because 
Maine  can  come  out  and  say,  "We  are  ninety 
miles  nearer  Europe."  I  have  asked  time  and 
Mum-  again  why  this  aviation  clique  can  get  some- 
thing for  nothing,  and  I  have  asked  that  right 
here  in  this  chamber.  I  have  asked  those  that 
operate  over  there,  from  the  general  manager 
down,  if  they  ever  offered  a  five-cent  contribution 
to  the  airport  that  is  making  them  rich,  and 
everyone    admitted     that,     they    never    have    and 

they   never   will,   because  they  have  the    Legis- 


lature up  there  definitely  going  to  give  them  what, 
they  want,  and  the  Legislature  is  going  to  get 
what  they  want  in  return.  We  know,  Mr.  Presi- 
dent, we  have  a  Legislature  that  created  seventy 
to  eighty  jobs  in  the  City  of  Boston.  It  was  not 
permissive  legislation.  We  never  had  a  word 
on  it,  we  members  of  the  Council.  They  just 
created  those  jobs,  and  the  first  thing  we  knew 
seventy  to  eighty  new  people  went  to  work  for  the 
city,  and  we  never  hail  a  word  to  say  on  it.  But 
we  had  to  appropriate  salaries  for  them.  And  I 
say  that  this  is  another  red  herring  across  the 
trail.  They  don't  care  whether  there  is  a  parking 
lot  up  there  or  not.  None  of  them  live  in  Boston. 
No,  they  want  the  fill  under  that  Common  so  they 
can  fill,  the  airport  up,  and  that  is  all  they  want. 
They  will  tell  you  the  fill  is  running  low  in  Pea- 
body,  and  now  they  are  waiting  and  getting  all 
kinds  of  publicity,  offers  from  the  Legislature  to  do 
this  and  that,  and  the  Governor  will  have  to  sign 
it  because  it  is  supposed  to  be  progressive  legisla- 
tion, for  the  good  of  the  Commonwealth.  They 
tell  us  we  have  the  best  airport  in  the  world,  but 
I  know  East  Boston.  They  even  changed  the 
name  of  the  East  Boston  airport  to  get  the  South 
Boston  delegation  to  vote  for  it — changed  it  to 
General  Logan.  They  used  every  tricK  in  the 
game  to  get  the  votes  to  pass  that  bill  and  get 
the  state  to  take  over  the  airport,  the  state  to 
spend  all  the  money,  leave  the  aviation  clique 
alone,  leave  the  bankers  alone,  let  the  state — 
and  that  means  us — foot  the  bill.  Before  we  go 
on  record  for  a  garage  under  the  Common,  let  us 
check  further  and  find  out  if  my  statement  is  right, 
that  they  only  want  the  Common  for  one  reason, 
for  all  that  dirt  they  can  get  for  fill  for  the  airport. 

Coun.  BAYLEY — Mr.  President,  in  contrast 
to  the  distinguished  councilor  from  Ward  3  (Coun. 
Russo),  I  have  had  quite  a  few  people  in  my 
district  tell  me  that  they  are  opposed  to  a  garage 
under  the  Common.  The  last  bill  was  defeated 
in  the  Massachusetts  Legislature,  so  I  feel  that 
there  is  something  to  be  said  on  both  sides.  I 
hope  that  this  matter  will  be  referred  from  Execu- 
tive to  the  Committee  on  Legislative  Matters, 
so  that  we  will  hear  both  sides  of  the  question. 
Boston  Common  is  located  in  the  district  which  I 
have  the  honor  to  represent,  and  I  hope  that  the 
members  will  go  along  with  me,  and  have  this 
referred  to  a  committee  where  we  can  hear  both 
sides  of  the  question.  The  Chairman  of  the 
Planning  Board  and  the  Park  Commissioner,  I 
understand,  are  against  it.  We  don't  want  to 
lose  the  playground  that  we  have  on  the  Common, 
which  we  have  been  trying  to  beautify  for  some 
time.  I  particularly^  have  been  trying  to  get  it 
in  better  shape  than  it  is  in  now  and  I  don't  want 
to  see  that  ruined.  I  hope  this  will  be  referred  to 
a  committee  where  both  sides  of  the  question  may 
be  heard  before  we  go  on  record. 

Coun.  LINEHAN— Mr.  President,  it  is  my 
understanding  there  was  a  hearing  up  at  the  State 
House  today  in  regard  to  this  matter.  And  I 
understand  that  hearing  is  still  going  on.  And 
I  was  very  glad  to  hear  from  my  informer  that  his 
Honor  the  Mayor  had  requested  the  committee 
that  is  hearing  the  petition,  the  bill  or  bills  —  that 
he  suggested  that  the  city  at  this  time  is  not  in 
proper  financial  condition  to  vote  bond  issues  for 
constructing  a  garage  under  the  Common.  I  for 
one  am  very  glad  to  hear  that,  because  during  this 
year  I  for  one  am  going  to  be  very  slow  in  voting 
for  any  bond  issues  for  the  construction  of  any- 
thing, because  I  don't  think  the  city  is  in  a  position 
to  do  anything  at  this  time.  That  is  why  I  like 
to  see  the  George  Robert  White  Fund  spent  for 
benefits,  instead  of  its  coming  out  of  the  city 
treasury.  It  seems  to  me  if  we  are  to  have  a 
garage  on  or  under  the  Common,  and  if  we  are 
going  on  record  in  favor  —  and  I  sincerely  hope 
we  can  go  on  this  way  —  that  if  the  Legislature 
should  recognize  a  bill  which  would  permit  private 
industry  to  build  a  garage  and  run  the  garage, 
and  will  restore  the  Common  to  the  condition  it  is 
in  at  the  present  time,  I  for  one  would  vote  for  it. 
But  I  would  certainly  need  plenty  more  statistics 
than  I  received  last  year  when  I  was  legislative 
agent  of  the  City  of  Boston,  when  I  had  a  hearing 
—  or  listened  to  a  hearing  —  on  a  similar  bill. 
At  that  time  there  were  no  statistics  or  anything 
at  all  given.  I  don't  know  what  has  been  given 
this  year,  and  I  don't  think  we  in  the  Council 
should  go  right  off  the  handle  and  vote  in  favor 
of  it  unless  there  is  a  proviso  in  this  particular 
order.  And  I  certainly  hope  that  the  gentleman 
from  Ward  3  (Coun,  Russo)  will  amend  his  order 
requesting  that,  and   that   he  will  be  in  favor  of  a 
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bill  which  will  be  recommended  by  the  Committee 
on  Cities,  which  would  permit  private  industry 
to  build  it,  and  not  give  the  city  of  Boston  per- 
mission to  raise  a  bond  issue  for  it.  In  that  way 
we  are  not  taking  any  chances  of  the  city  main- 
taining a  white  elephant  like  we  did  originally, 
as  the  gentleman  from  East  Boston  said  —  the 
white  elephant  of  the  airport.  That  was  a  white 
elephant  some  years  ago.  Personally,  I  don't 
know  whether  it  is  a  good  business  proposition 
as  far  as  the  state  is  concerned  now  or  not.  As  you 
all  know,  the  state  has  taken  over  the  airport. 
While  the  city  had  it,  it  was  my  understanding  the 
airport  was  not  a  paying  proposition.  There  is  no 
question  about  it.  The  city  needs  an  airport, 
know.  We  have  it,  and  I  suppose  we  have  to  keep 
it  with  us.  There  is  no  question  about  it,  a  city  of 
our  size  has  to  have  aviation  transportation  facili- 
ties to  maintain  transportation.  Now,  I  sincerely 
hope  if  this  order  is  referred  to  the   Legislature, 

0  K'ing  the  bill,  that  the  gentleman  from  Ward  3 
(Coun.  Russo)  will  amend  his  order  so  he  will  be 

specific  in  showing  that  the  City  of  Boston  will 
not,  you  might  say,  finance  it  by  issuing  bonds, 
and  so  loading  down  the  taxpayers  later  on.  It 
is  easy  to  say,  "Float  a  bond  issue;  it  doesn't  cost 
the  taxpayers  anything  this  year  other  than 
interest,"  but  some  one  of  these  days  we  have  to 
pay  the  bonds,  and  they  will  come  due  in  the 
future.  Mr.  President,  I  certainly  hope  that  the 
gentleman  from  Ward  3  (Coun.  Russo)  will  amend 
his  order  so  that  I  can  vote  for  it.     If  he  doesn't, 

1  cannot  vote  for  it. 

President  KELLY — I  might  ask  the  gentleman 
from  Ward  3  (Coun.  Russo) :  The  way  you  have 
the  order  introduced,  it  is  a  loan  order,  and  is  that 
the  way  you  want  it? 

Coun.  RUSSO — It  is  a  loan  order. 

President  KELLY — I  am  going  to  refer  it  to 
the  Committee  on  Finance.  That  is  the  only 
place  I  can  refer  it,  unless  you  want  to  reword  the 
order.     Then  I  can  refer  it  to  Executive. 

Coun.  HANNON— Mr.  President,  a  point  of 
information. 

President  KELLY — State  your  point,  councilor. 

Coun  HANNON— On  page  68  of  the  records  of 
the  City  Council  we  have  already  adopted  a 
position  of  approval  of  this  project.  We  made 
that  adoption  at  the  meeting  on  February  11,  at 
which  time  we  gave  our  approval  to  the  proposed 
legislation  sponsored  by  the  Mayor  of  the  City  of 
Boston.  Now  we  are  going  to  get  ourselves  into 
difficulty  if  we  are  to  take  some  other  position 
here  now.  So  my  point  of  information  is  this: 
This  matter  should  be  referred  to  some  committee 
and  be  laid  on  the  shelf  for  awhile,  so  as  not  to 
run  counter  to  an  action  taken  previously  by  this 
Body. 

Coun.  RUSSO — I  am  very  happy  that  the 
distinguished  councilor  from  Ward  13  (Coun: 
Hannon),  my  colleague,  brought  out  that  we  had 
taken  that  stand  before,  and  I  was  about  to  bring 
that  out  myself.  However,  let  us  face  the  situa- 
tion squarely.  This  problem  has  to  be  solved, 
either  by  one  means  or  another.  As  to  bringing 
private  industry  into  our  city  and  letting  them 
go  ahead  on  a  project  of  that  kind,  I  have  not 
heard  of  anyone  or  any  corporation  that  is  willing 
to  undertake  such  a  project.  I  say  merely  that 
this  here  is  only  a  request,  and  even  if  the  Legis- 
lature approves  and  passes  it,  it  has  to  again 
come  into  the  Council  to  receive  its  final  approval, 
and,  if  we  cannot  construct  it  this  year,  then 
next  year  some  other  space  must  be  taken.  We 
have  lost  in  the  City  of  Boston  a  tremendous 
amount  of  money  on  taxable  property,  on  build- 
ings you  have  seen  that  have  been  razed,  build- 
ings on  which  the  city  has  lost  a  great  deal.  And, 
unless  this  problem  is  solved,  there  are  many 
more  buildings  that  will  have  to  be  razed  in  order 
to  accommodate  the  parking  of  these  automobiles. 
In  the  Boston  Common,  as  I  understand  it,  there 
is  nothing  that  will  be  done  that  will  take  away 
the  value  of  that  historic  section  of  our  city.  All 
the  beauty  of  that  land  after  they  get  through 
with  this  garage  will  be  still  there,  if  it  is  not 
more  beautiful  than  it  is  today.  At  least,  it  will 
be  as  beautiful  as  it  is  today.  So  I  don't  see  any 
harm  in  building  this  garage  under  Boston  Com- 
mon. There  is  no  one  that  is  paying  any  taxes 
on  that  particular  spot.  We  are  not  going  to 
lose  other  moneys  that  the  city  might  get  into 
its  treasury  by  the  razing  of  various  buildings 
throughout  our  city,  in  order  to  accommodate 
this  situation  of  parking  cars.  Therefore,  having 
.  that  in  mind,  I  sincerely  say  this:  I  can't  see  why 
it  shouldn't  be  done.     If  there  were  to  be  a  private 


industry  or  a  private  corporation  that  would  like 
to  see  that  done  and  do  it  themselves,  I  would 
be  in  favor  of  it,  because  I  don't  believe  the  City 
of  Boston  ought  to  enter  into  any  business  which 
private  enterprises  can  handle.  This  is  a  great 
problem,  Mr.  President,  and  unless  the  city 
undertakes  it  itself,  to  start  the  road  going,  and 
then  later,  if  there  is  a  corporation  that  would 
like  to  take  that  over  without  touching  property 
that  will  bring  a  revenue  into  the  city  treasury, 
I  don't  see  how  we  are  going  to  eliminate  this 
traffic  condition.  In  the  last  few  days  there 
hasn't  been  an  inch  of  space  throughout  our 
entire  city  where  anyone  could  park  their  car. 
Cars  have  been  parked  even  in  double  line  some- 
times and,  with  the  snowfall,  you  and  I  realize 
what  has  been  the  situation  in  the  last  few  days. 
What  future  is  there  for  the  City  of  Boston  if 
they  do  not  eliminate  this  condition?  I,  for  one, 
don't  see  any  at  the  present  time,  and  the  only 
hope  that  I  see  for  us  is  the  erection  of  this  garage 
under  Boston  Common.  Yes,  and  if  they  are 
able  to  use  even  the  Public  Garden,  let  them  do  it. 
We  have  had  the  assurance  that,  in  so  far  as  the 
ground  itself  is  concerned,  it  will  be  left  in  the 
same  condition  as  it  is  today.  Other  people 
from  other  sections  of  the  country  tell  us  that  they 
have  such  projects,  and  have  made  a  very  good 
report  on  it.  I  believe  that  project  will  be  a  very 
good  one.  It  will  be  a  self-paying  proposition, 
and  will  eliminate  the  traffic  congestion  which  we 
have  in  our  city,  and  will  bring  into  our  city 
business  that  we  don't  get  today,  on  account 
of  people  not  wanting  to  come  into  the  city  because 
of  this  traffic  condition.  As  I  understand  it, 
Mr.  President,  there  is  a  bill  before  the  Legisla- 
ture asking  permission  for  the  City  of  Boston  to 
float  a  loan  for  ten  million  dollars  in  order  to 
eliminate  the  burden  to  the  citizens  of  Boston 
at  the  present  time.  That  is  why  I  am  asking 
that  this  be  adopted,  because,  as  Councilor  Hannon 
has  said,  we  have  taken  that  stand,  that  we  are  in 
favor  of  the  erection  of  a  garage  under  Boston 
Common.  And  I  feel  that  the  one  solution  that 
is  before  us  at  this  time  is  if  we  get  that  permission 
from  the  state  for  the  City  of  Boston  to  carry  it 
through. 

Coun.  HANNON — As  my  worthy  colleague 
from  Ward  3  (Coun.  Russo)  has  stated,  we  have 
already  taken  the  position  that  we  are  in  favor 
of  the  erection  of  a  garage  under  Boston  Common. 
However,  in  keeping  with  my  worthy  colleague 
from  Ward  7  (Coun.  Linehan),  I  think  that  this 
is  a  problem  which  demands  much  more  study 
than  we  have  given  it.  This  matter  was  referred 
to  us,  as  you  recall,  and  we  were  asked  to  give 
our  approval  of  the  matter  in  order  that  it  might 
be  acted  upon  by  the  members  of  the  General 
Court  up  at  the  State  House.  That  approval 
we  gave.  But  even  that  approval  was  based 
upon  the  fact  that  the  legislation  to  be  presented 
and  to  be  acted  upon  by  the  state  was  likewise 
to  bear  a  clause  on  the  end  of  it  that  it  be  referred 
back  here  to  us  for  our  approval.  We  approved 
it  tentatively,  but  in  that  approval  I,  for  one, 
did  not  pledge  myself  to  the  construction  of  a 
garage  under  the  Common.  I  agree  with  the 
gentleman  from  Ward  3  (Coun.  Russo)  that  we 
must  do  something.  But  I  don't  agree  with  him 
when  he  says  that  this  construction  might  be  the 
cure-all  for  the  financial  plight  of  the  city,  or 
the  cure-all  for  our  terrible  traffic  conditions. 
We  need  something  to  relieve  traffic,  that  is 
true,  but  I  don't  believe  in  the  city  going  into  it. 
I  would  much  rather  have  some  private  cor- 
poration undertake  construction  of  this  garage. 
Many  times  pictures  are  painted  to  us  of  the 
revenue-producing  qualities  of  some  project  that 
is  going  to  cost  the  city  millions  of  dollars.  We 
had  a  test  of  that  when  the  Sumner  Tunnel  was 
built.  We  were  told  the  burden  on  the  city 
would  be  relieved  just  as  soon  as  the  tunnel  was 
opened,  that  traffic  was  going  to  pour  through 
there,  and  you  and  I,  the  citizenry  of  Boston, 
were  going  to  benefit  by  the  premiums  that  would 
be  paid  and  the  dividends  that  would  result 
because  of  the  expenditure  of  the  money  for  the 
building  of  this  tunnel.  But  we  know  too  well 
that  was  not  so,  and  practically  every  year  since 
that  tunnel  was  built  the  City  of  Boston  has 
suffered  a  financial  loss.  .  We  have  had  to  expend 
money  to  pay  the  deficit.  So,  too,  when  we  talk 
about  the  erection  or  the  creation  of  a  garage 
under  the  Common.  I  am  one  of  those  fellows 
who  believes  in  Boston  first,  and  I  think  that  is 
part  of  our  trouble.  When  we  built  the  airport, 
we  built  it  on  the  outskirts  of  the  city,  where  it 
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is  going  to  benefit  residents  of  the  North  slum'. 
People  are  going  to  ereot  factories  here,  but  they 
are  going  to  build  those  factories  noi  in  Boston, 
but  in  Lynn,  down  through  the  North  Shore. 
It  was  the  same  way  when  we  built  the  Sumnei 
runnel,  Whom  did  we  benefit?  Not  Bostonians 
primarily,  •  the  people  of  East  Boston  might 
benefit  to  some  extent,  but  most  of  them  were 
satisfied  to  use  the  old  ferry  and  pay  a  penny  tax. 
However,  we  built  that  for  the  benefit  of  Revere, 
Lynn,  Salem,  and  nil  those  residential  cities  on 
the  North  Snore,  and  instead  of  helping  Boston 
we  helped  people  to  move  out  of  Boston,  because 
we  made  it  easy  for  those  people  to  commute  and 
get  hack  and  forth  from  positions  that  they 
occupied  in  Boston.  It  would  be  the  same  way 
with  tins  garage  under  the  Common.  It  is  very 
easy  for  the  newspapers  to  paint  a  glowing  picture 
of  the  revenue  that  is  to  pour  in  from  it,  but  if 
we  build  it  what  revenue  ate  we  going  to  get? 
The  only  revenue  we  would  get  is  the  revenue 
we  would  obtain  from  the  parking  of  ears,  and  if 
we  obtain  that  revenue  we  are  going  into  com- 
petition with  private  business.  True  enough, 
we  might  make  money,  but  we  might  also  put 
the  Motor  Mart  and  the  Bowdoin  Square  Garage 
out  of  business,  and  other  big  corporations  and 
garages  that  are  paying  taxes  to  the  city — put 
them  out  of  business.  Then  how  are  we  to  pay 
for  this?  Are  we  going  to  float  bonds?  And 
when  are  they  to  become  due?  These  things  are 
big  problems,  Mr.  President.  It  is  easy  for  us 
to  come  in  here  and  say  yes  or  no  when  some- 
body says,  "Let  us  spend  a  million."  Why, 
most  of  us  can't  even  conceive  of  a  million.  If 
most  of  us  had  a  million,  we  wouldn't  be  here. 
But  I  think  this  is  something  that  demands 
study,  that  demands  forethought.  I  think  we 
have  been  honest  and  sincere  about  it.  We 
have  given  the  Legislature  the  go-ahead  on  it. 
They  are  supposed  to  draft  a  bill,  and  then  it  is 
up  to  us  to  approve  that  bill,  but  I  think  now  we 
are  putting  the  cart  before  the  horse.  Even 
before  we  get  the  bill,  we  want  to  approve  down 
here  one  method  of  financing.  I  think  that  our 
job  as  councilors  here  is  to  find  out  what  this 
state  wants  to  give  us  permission  to  do,  and 
then  if  we  don't  agree  with  that  let  us  not  do  it. 
I  am  not  going  to  vote  to  spend  any  million  dollars 
in  any  way,  and  I  am  not  going  to  give  my  voice 
of  approval  to  the  construction  of  any  project 
that  is  to  cost  millions,  until  1  give  it  some  study 
and  some  forethought.  I  therefore  move,  Mr. 
President,  that  this  be  sent  to  Executive 
Committee. 

Conn.  CAREY — Talking  on  the  motion  of 
Councilor  Hannon,  Mr.  President.  I  certainly 
hope,  too,  that  the  Council  will  be  a  little  hesitant 
in  taking  action  immediately  on  this  resolution. 
We  all  well  realize  that  there  is  traffic  congestion 
in  the  city,  but  no  matter  where  you  go  today, 
whether  in  Boston,  New  York,  going  South,  or 
across  the  border  into  Canada,  in  large  cities  there 
you  will  find  the  same  congestion.  As  Councilor 
Hannon  well  said,  this  city  has  altogether  too  often 
bitten  off  apparent  bargains  at  the  time  that 
eventually  proved  to  be  white  elephants.  And  I 
am  very  fearful  myself  as  to  the  consequences 
that  might  ensue  were  the  Council  to  be  too  hasty 
in  taking  action  on  this  matter  today.  I,  too, 
feel  that  we  have  a  garage  business,  which  of  course 
will  be  the  business  under  which  this  traffic  relief 
is  sought  or  carried  on  by  private  industry.  We 
have  constantly  found  and  listened  to  complaints 
from  private  property  owners  because  of  their 
inability  to  pay  taxes  on  property  upon  which 
they  were  trying  to  make  a  living  and  make  a 
profit.  I  don't  feel  that  the  city  would  be  justified 
in  going  into  the  garage  business.  I  furthermore 
feel  that  what  might  look  like  one  million  dollars 
today  might  easily  amount  to  several  million  dol- 
lars before  this  proposition  is  finally  concluded. 
\\  e  can't  afford  to  be  too  hasty  in  a  matter  of 
this  kind.  We  all  want  to  see  traffic  relief  afforded 
when  and  if  possible,  and  I  have  not  seen  anyone 
yet  come  out  with  a  convincing  argument  that 
would  prove  to  me  that  through  the  erection  of  a 
garage  under  Boston  Common  we  are  going  to 
have  the  desired  traffic  relief  in  the  city.  And  I 
think  the  stand  taken  by  the  Chairman  of  the 
Planning  Board,  when  he  said  that  a  garage  up 
there  would  not  be  of  any  use  to  the  real  parkers 
of  automobiles  in  tin-  lower  section  of  downtown 
Boston  lien-,  was  certainly  right.  It  is  all  well 
and  good  foi  the  Council  to  have  taken  the  action 
it  ah'  in  giving  its  consent  to  the  hearing 

of  the  bill   before  the  Legislature.     To  go  farther 


than  that  at  this  time  would  be  poor  judgment, 
in  my  opinion,  and  I  certainly  hope  this  matter 
will  be  referred  to  Executive  for  further  study 
before  anion  is   taken, 

Cottn.  LINEIIAN — Mr.  President,  I  move  an 
amendment.  I  would  like  to  add,  before  it  is 
read,  is  it  possible  for  this  amendment  to  be  sub- 
stituted for  the  resolve  we  are  now  discussing? 

President  KELLY — The  form  of  that  would  be 
the  subject  of  an  entirely  different,  order. 

Conn.  LINEHAN — Talking  on  the  motion  to 
refer  to  Executive,  Mr.  President.  I  notice  the 
gentleman  from  Ward  3  (Coun.  Ritsso),  in  his 
resolve  requests  the  sum  of  one  million  in  bond 
issue.  Now,  I  don't  know  where  he  got  the 
figure  of  one  million  dollars.  I  was  up  at  the 
Legislature  last  year,  and  they  estimated  the 
cost  of  building  an  underground  garage  at  that 
time,  and  at  that  time  they  didn't  have  very 
many  facts  before  them,  and  they  estimated  the 
cost  as  $5,000,000.  So  we  certainly  don't  want 
to  start  with  $  1,000, 000.  Now,  once  again,  I 
want  to  talk  in  regard  to  whether  or  not  the  city 
wants  to  spend  a  dime  on  it.  The  amendment 
which  I  ssggested,  which  is  not  in  order,  is  one 
which  would  strike  out  all  of  this  subject  matter 
here  after  "Resolved,  in  regard  to  the  city  of 
Boston  having  permission  to  spend,"  and  would 
give  the  city  authority  to  grant  private  industry 
the  right  to  construct  a  garage  under  the  Common 
and  charge  rental  for  the  use  of  said  land.  And  I 
sincerely  hope  there  is  some  way  we  can  get  around 
this  particular  resolution,  Mr.  President  —  prob- 
ably kill  it,  and  then  have  the  gentlemen  from 
Ward  3  (Coun.  Russo)  substitute  this  particular 
order,  and  I  would  be  very  glad  to  substitute  that 
later  on. 

Coun.  RUSSO — I  have  no  objection  to  referring 
this  matter  to  Executive,  but  I  would  like  to  bring 
out  just  a  few  facts.  I  hope  that  I  did  not  leave 
the  Council  in  the  position  of  believing  that  the 
erection  of  a  garage  under  Boston  Common  is  the 
only'  solution  and  will  be  a  cure-all  of  our  traffic 
condition.  That  has  not  entered  into  my  mind, 
and  I  don't  believe  that  ever  will  be  the  only 
solution  that  will  take  care  of  all  the  problems 
in  so  far  as  traffic  is  concerned.  However,  like 
the  doctor  that  is  called  on  a  sick  call,  he  gives 
you  one  kind  of  medicine  and  then  follows  it  up. 
Therefore,  the  only  thing  I  had  in  mind  is  that  if 
something  is  done,  and  done  immediately,  in 
order   to   eliminate 

Coun.  HANNON — A  point  of  information,  Mr. 
President. 

President  KELLY — State  your  point  of  in- 
formation. 

Coun.  HANNON— My  good  friend  from  Ward  3 
(Coun  Russo)  said  the  doctor  was  called  and  he 
gave  you  a  pill,  and  then  he  followed  it  up.  I 
was  wondering  if  the  councilor  from  Ward  3  then 
followed  it  up. 

President  KELLY — Do  you  care  to  answer  that 
question? 

Coun.  RUSSO — Yes,  I  follow  it  up  by  being 
healthy  again.  So,  in  bringing  that  out,  Mr. 
President,  I  sincerely  hope  that  something  will 
be  done.  And  I  have  in  mind  that  unless  some- 
thing is  done  as  to  Boston  Common,  then  we  are 
going  to  have  the  City  of  Boston  placed  in  a 
position  where  many  of  these  buildings  throughout 
our  city,  and  especially  in  the  downtown  sections, 
are  going  to  be  razed,  and  you  are  going  to  lose 
taxable  property  by  reducing  the  buildings  that 
are  now  occupied.  Naturally,  it  is  profitable 
for  private  enterprise  to  tear  down  a  building 
that  cost  a  million  or  a  million  and  a  half  on  assess- 
ments, and  have  it  brought  down  to  $100,000  or 
less.  That  is  money  that  the  treasury  is  losing, 
and  it  is  a  question  we  have  to  try  to  solve. 

The  resolution  was  referred  to  the  Executive 
Committee. 


AUDIT  OF  ELEVATED   BOOKS  BY   STATE 
AUDITOR. 

Coun.  CHASE  offered  the  following: 
Whereas,  The  taxpayers  of  the  City  of  Boston 
are  compelled  to  make  up  the  deficit  incurred  by 
the  Boston  Elevated  Railway  Company,  and 
Whereas,  Through  extraordinary  legislation, 
the  Public  Control  Act,  the  Boston  Elevated 
Railway  Company's  business  is  supervised  by  a 
state-appointed  Board  of  Trustees,  and 
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Whereas,  The  public's  interest  warrants  an 
audit  of  the  Boston  Elevated  Railway  Company's 
books  by  the  State  Auditor;     therefore,  be  it 

Resolved,  That  the  Boston  City  Council  in 
regular  meeting  assembled  urges  the  Massachu- 
setts Legislature  to.  adopt  legislation  which  will 
enable  the  State  Auditor  to  audit  the  Boston 
Elevated  Railway  Company's  books,  and  be  it 
further 

Resolved,  That  copies  of  this  resolution  be  sent 
to  the  President  of  the  Massachusetts  Senate  and 
Speaker  of  the  House. 

Coun.  CHASE — Mr.  President,  there  is  now 
pending  before  the  Massachusetts  Legislature  a 
bill  which,  if  adopted  by  the  Legislature,  would 
authorize  the  State  Auditor  to  audit  the  books 
of  the  Boston  Elevated  Railway  Company.  In 
my  opinion,  it  is  fundamentally  necessary  for  the 
benefit  of  the  public  to  have  these  books  audited. 
The  Boston  Elevated  Railway  Company  today, 
and  all  during  the  war,  has  been  doing  an  over- 
whelming amount  of  business.  As  a  matter  of 
fact,  they  have  been  doing  more  business  in  the 
past  four  years  than  in  any  other  time  in  the 
history  of  the  road.  Yet,  Mr.  President,  somehow 
they  manage  to  continue  to  operate  at  a  deficit. 
And,  because  of  the  fact  that  they  operate  at  a 
deficit,  the  taxpayers  of  the  City  of  Boston  are 
called  upon  to  make  up  the  deficit  and  to  pay 
dividends  to  private  stockholders.  Now  Mr. 
President,  in  view  of  the  fact  that  the  Boston 
Elevated  Railway  Company,  through  the  Public 
Control  Act,  is  a  quasi-public  institution,  that  is, 
in  the  nature  of  a  public  institution,  today,  it 
stands  to  reason,  if  the  taxpayers  of  the  City  of 
Boston  can  be  made  to  make  up  the  deficit,  surely 
our  State  Auditor  should  have  the  right  to  go  in 
and  audit  those  books.  I  don't  know  what 
possessed  the  Legislature  in  years  gone  by  to  pass 
this  present  act,  which  compels  our  taxpayers  to 
make  up  the  deficit.  To  me,  Mr.  President,  it 
was  a  sinister  piece  of  legislation.  It  favored  a  few 
and  hanged  many,  namely,  the  taxpayers.  I 
have  heard  of  highway  robbery,  but  this  is  the 
best  piece  of  highway  robbery  that  has  ever  taken 
place  in  this  Commonwealth,  when  taxpayers  are 
compelled  to  pay  over  to  private  stockholders 
and  to  a  private  corporation  money  because  that 
private  corporation 

Coun.  COOK— Will  the  councilor  yield? 

President  KELLY — Will  you  yield  for  a  ques- 
tion, councilor? 

Coun.  CHASE — I  do  not  care  to  yield.  I 
don't  understand,  Mr.  President,  just  what  caused 
this  piece  of  legislation,  but  I  do  know,  sir,  that 
in  1941,  at  the  expense  of  many  thousands  of 
dollars,  the  City  of  Boston  —  the  City  Council  — 
authorized  a  special  investigation  by  the  Boston 
Finance  Commission,  through  Timothy  F.  Cal- 
lahan, who  was  engaged  as  special  counsel,  and 
he  came  back  with  a  report  which  in  substance 
states  that  the  taxpayers  have  been  gypped  of 
about  $20,000,000,  and  he  recommended  at  that 
time  that  the  only  remedy  that  could  be  had  could 
be  secured  by  the  Attorney  General  of  the  Com- 
monwealth. Well,  the  Attorney  General  of  the 
Commonwealth  at  that  time  apparently  did  not 
see  fit,  or  could  not  do  anything  about  it.  At  the 
present  time,  if  I  remember  correctly,  the  matter 
is  now  pending  before  the  Supreme  Court.  Well, 
Mr.  President,  this  has  been  a  bone  of  contention 
for  many  years.  One  body  throws  it  to  another 
body,  and  that  body  will  throw  it  to  another 
body,  and  yet  nothing  has  been  accomplished; 
and  yet  the  stockholders  of  the  Boston  Elevated 
Railway  Company  continue  to  get  their  dividends 
at  the  cost  of  the  taxpayers.  Something  should 
be  done.  We  should  have  better  control  over  the 
Boston  Elevated  Railway  Company.  We  should 
be  able  to  go  in  there  and  examine  the  books  for 
the  benefit  of  the  public.  And  I  trust,  sir,  that 
members  of  this  Body  agree  with  me  in  my  con- 
tention that  the  State  Auditor  should  be  able  to 
go  in  there  and  audit  those  books.  I  hope  that 
the  resolution  will  pass. 

Coun.  MUCHNICK— Mr.  President,  it  so 
happens  that  the  act  is  a  very  short  act,  and  I 
would  like  to  read  it  into  the  record  so  that  we 
would  all  know  what  we  are  voting  on.  But 
before  doing  so  I  would  like  to  suggest  that  this 
matter  should  not  be  sent  to  any  committee,  that 
the  rules  should  be  suspended,  and  we  should  act 
on  this  at  once  because,  as  I  understand  it,  a 
hearing  took  place  last  week  at  the  State  House 
on  this  matter,  and  it  is  to  be  reported  out  of  com- 
mittee   within    the    next    few    days.     With    your 


permission,  Mr.  President,  I  will  read  the  few  lines 
with  which  the  act  is  concerned.  It  is  House 
Bill  No.  6,  and  goes  as  follows: 

"Section  3  of  Chapter  333  of  the  Acts  of  1931 
is  hereby  amended  by  the  inserting  after  the  word 
'public'  in  the  twenty-ninth  line  the  following  new 
sentence:  'The  Department  of  the  State  Auditor 
shall  annually  make  a  careful  audit  of  all  accounts 
of  the  Trustees  of  the  Boston  Elevated  Railway 
Company,  including  all  departments  and  offices 
under  their  operation,  supervision  and  control. 
And  as  a  part  of  said  audit,  the  Department  of  the 
State  Auditor  shall  make  such  audit  as  he  may 
deem  advisable  on  the  operations  and  expenses  of 
the  Boston  Elevated  Railway  Company,  and  shall 
each  year  make  a  report  in  writing  to  the  Governor, 
the  Executive  Council  and  the  General  Court  of 
its  findings,  together  with  any  recommendations 
he  may  deem  necessary  to  make. '  " 

As  can  be  seen,  Mr.  President,  this  is  a  very 
simple  bill,  which,  in  effect,  states  that  in  view  of 
the  fact  that  the  public  is  paying  the  freight, 
both  by  way  of  fares  and  also  by  way  of  taxation 
on  thi  City  of  Boston  and  surrounding  towns  by 
way  of  deficits,  the  only  fair  thing  to  do  is  to  let  the 
people  of  the  Commonwealth  in  on  the  book- 
keeping. If  the  expenses  and  the  income  are  as 
the  Elevated  alleges  in  its  own  reports,  then  they 
have  nothing  to  fear  from  such  an  audit.  But  if, 
as  has  been  hinted  many  times,  both  publicly  and 
privately,  the  Elevated  is  having  a  free  ride  at  the 
expense  of  the  taxpayers  of  Boston,  and  some 
favored  few  stockholders  are  getting  unearned 
dividends,  then  it  seems  to  me  that  we,  repre- 
senting the  people  of  Boston,  should  demand  that 
the  Legislature  do  its  duty  and  pass  this  legislation. 
And  I  move  that  the  rule  be  suspended,  and  we  act 
on  this  now. 

Coun.  COFFEY— Mr.  President,  I  guess  we 
have  been  talking  on  this  order  for  years  and 
years.  It  so  happens  that  the  gentleman  that 
wants  the  investigation  —  I  give  him  credit  for 
rising  from  his  seat  today  and  asking  for  it  —  it 
so  happens  that  his  party  is  the  one  that  has  always 
stopped  the  investigation.  I  remember  when  I 
was  a  member  of  the  Legislature  in  1929  that 
Senator  Saltonstall  was  then  being  elected  Speaker 
of  the  House.  Martin  Hays  took  the  floor  as  the 
only  Republican  up  there  to  oppose  Senator 
Saltonstall's  election  as  Speaker.  Martin  Hays 
said  at  that  time,  and  I  vividly  recall  his  words, 
that  Mr.  Saltonstall  was  a  very  large  stockholder 
in  the  Boston  Elevated  Railway  Company. 
Mr.  Saltonstall,  in  answer  to  that,  and  ninety- 
five  other  charges,  as  there  were  ninety-six  charges 
made  by  Martin  Hays,  that  occupied  four  hours, 
claimed  he  severed  all  connection  with  eighteen 
or  twenty  banks  and  brokerage  houses,  that  he 
severed  all  connections  and  turned  all  his  stock 
over  to  relatives,  and  so  forth,  and  he  had  no 
connection  whatsoever  with  the  Boston  Elevated 
Railway  Company.  Then  we  come  down  the 
years  to  this  investigation  that  Mayor  Tobin 
called  us  down  and  asked  us  to  pass  on.  And  in 
our  sincerity  we  did  appropriate  $25,000  for  the 
investigation.  When  a  report  was  made  to  us  it 
looked  very  much  as  though  we  had  something  — 
and  if  I  am  mistaken,  I  hope  I  am  corrected  — 
but  it  was  a  Republican  Attorney-General  who 
refused  to  go  farther  on  the  report  that  was  brought 
back  and  given  to  us  and  presented  to  the  Mayor. 
So  no  matter  what  we  do  we  are  only  wasting 
time  and  breath  and  wind  up  here.  Nothing  is 
going  to  take  place,  and  we  know  it.  The  Legisla- 
ture is  Republican.  They  know  what  is  going 
on  as  well  as  we  do.  They  know  in  the  boom  years 
just  gone  by  that  the  Elevated  claimed  they  only 
made  money  one  year,  and  every  other  year  they 
were  running  at  a  deficit.  Why  are  they  hiding 
behind  closed  doors?  Why  don't  they  welcome 
an  investigation?  We  have  done  it  time  and 
time  again.  We  have  thrown  ourselves  wide 
open,  and  will  do  it  again,  with  this  little  Body 
of  ours,  and  asked  an  investigation  by  him  of 
this,  that  and  the  other  thing,  and  the  Legislature 
never  has  done  it.  And,  mark  me,  while  the 
Legislature  is  Republican,  they  never  will  have  to. 

Coun.  CAREY — Mr.  President,  I  just  want  to 
say  a  word.  I  hope  that  the  councilor  from  Ward  1 
(Coun.  Coffey)  is  wrong.  As  was  well  said  by  the 
councilor  from  Ward  4  (Coun.  Chase) ,  the  worst 
bit  of  highway  robbery  every  perpetrated  on  the 
people,  either  publicly  or  privately,  was  that 
perpetrated  —  I  believe  it  was  in  1918  —  when 
that  great  steal  was  permitted  at  the  State  House. 
If  one  is  asked  to  pay  a  bill,  naturally  he  wants 
to   know   what   the   expense   was   contracted   for, 
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and  yeti  year  in  and  year  out,  the  people  of  Boston 
and  tlie  other  thirteen  cities  and  towns  are  asked 
1,1  pay  :i  hill  that  they  are  denied  information  on, 
telling  them  why  such  an  expense  was  necessary' 
The  Legislature  on  Beacon  Hill  this  year,  as 
Councilor  Coffey  well  said,  is  Republican,  anil  they 
have  an  opportunity  to  undo  the  great  wrong  of 
the  year  1918.  Why.  Mr.  President,  if  somebody 
toes  out  at  night  and  breaks  into  a  store  and 
steals  a  loaf  of  bread  or  some  small  article,  he  is 
sent  to  jail,  and  he  is  given  headlines  in  the  news- 
papers. And  yet  this  worst  steal  in  the  history 
of  this  nation,  perpetrated  by  men  who  wire 
supposed  to  be  honorable,  has  been  allowed  to  go 
on  from  year  to  year,  and  that  same  Republican 
Legislature  has  constantly  refused  to  right  that 
rig.     [  don't  see  how  the  Legislature  on  Beacon 

Hill- this  year  can  dare  do  anything  but  see  that 
favorable  action  is  taken  on  this  bill,  which  will 
permit  the  annual  state  audit  in  order  that  the 
people  who  are  forced  to  make  up  this  deficit  are 
acquainted  with  why  any  deficit  is  necessary. 
And.  as  was  brought  out  by  Councilor  Chase,  1 
well  remember  when  Attorney  Callahan  made  the 
Finance  Commisracn  investigation  in  1941.  He 
reported  to  us  that  there  was  absolutely  no  such 
thing  as  a  deficit  existing.  Why  aren't  the  people 
let  in  on  the  facts?  I  demand  that  the  Legislature 
on  Beacon  Hill  this  year  be  the  honorable  gentle- 
men that  they  are  supposed  to  be,  that  they  see 
that  this  bill  is  favorably  acted  upon.  It  is  about 
time  that  something  was  done  about  it.  This  is 
their  chance. 

Coun.  MADDEN — A  point  of  information, 
Mr.  President. 

President  KELLY — State  your  point  of  in- 
formation, councilor. 

Coun.  MADDEN— I  would  like  to  ask  the 
councilor  from  Ward  4  (Coun.  Chase),  is  that  bill 
retroactive?  Is  there  any  provision  in  the  bill 
to  examine  the  books  in  the  past  year,  or  is  this 
just  for  this  year  and  subsequent  years? 

Coun.  CHASE — I  assume  this  bill  will,  if 
granted,  authorize  the  audit  to  go  back  many 
years. 

Coun.  MADDEN— I  think  it  should,  don't  you? 

Coun.  CHASE— Surely. 

The  resolution  was  adopted. 


TRAFFIC  HAZARD,  SEAVER  STREET  AND 
WALNUT   AVENUE. 

Coun.  COOK  and  MORIARTY  offered  the 
following: 

Ordered,  That  the  Commissioner  of  Public 
Works  be  requested,  through  his  Honor  the 
Mayor,  to  investigate  and  correct  the  traffic 
hazard  that  is  now  encountered  at  the  junction 
of  Seaver  street  and  Walnut  avenue,  Roxbury, 
because  of  poor  lighting  facilities. 

Passed  under  suspension  of  the  rule. 


GARAGE  UNDER  BOSTON  COMMON. 

Coun.  LIXEHAN  offered  the  following: 
Ordered,  That  the  Massachusetts  State  Legisla- 
ture be  informed  that  the  Boston  City  Council 
is  in  favor  of  legislation  that  will  give  the  City 
of  Boston  authority  to  permit  private  enterprise 
to  construct  an  underground  garage  under  the 
Boston  Common  and  charge  a  rental  for  said  use 
of  the  land. 

Referred,     on      motion      of     Coun.      BAYLEY, 
to  the  Executive    Committee. 


\l  IDIT   OF   ELEVATED   HOOKS   BY    STATE 
AUDITOR. 

Coun.  MUCHNICK  offered  the  following: 
Ordered,  That  the  City  Treasurer  be  instructed 
by  his  Honor  the  Mayor  to  withhold  payment  of 
any    sums    claimed     to     be    owed     to     the     Boston 

ated     Railway    Companj     by    the    City    of 
Boston    on    account    of    any    operational    deficit 

until  such    time   a-    tie-   books  and    records  of  said 

company  an-  audited  by   the  department   of  the 
AuditOl    or    some    other    auditor    appointed 
the    Justices    of    the    Superior   Court    of    the 
<  ommonwealth. 


Coun.  MUCHNICK— I  am  not,  in  this  order, 
attempting  to  urge  that  the  City  of  Boston  should 
not  pay  its  just  bills.  But,  so  far  as  any  of  us 
know,  any  of  the  claims  that  have  been  made  in 
the  past  by  the  Elevated  are  unjust  and  cannot 
be  backed  up.  If  they  were  just  claims,  the 
Elevated  would  have  no  objection  to  there  being 
an  audit  by  the  Auditor  of  the  Commonwealth 
or  by  any  other  impartial  person.  Now,  it  seems 
to  me  we  cannot  expect  too  much  from  a  Repub- 
lican-controlled Legislature  this  year,  in  view  of 
the  fact  that  the  last  time,  which  was  in  the 
preceding  session,  that  the  State  Auditor  filed  the 
exact  bill  that  is  now  before  use  the  Legislature 
ruled  against  it  at  that  rime.  If,  however,  we 
refuse  to  make  payment  of  the  amount  that  is 
now  claimed  to  be  owed,  then  the  Boston  Ele- 
vated Railway  Company  would  have  to  have 
recourse  to  the  courts  and  bring  suit  against  us 
for  the  amount  that  they  claim  is  due  them.  If 
that  is  so,  it  seems  to  me  that  in  a  courtroom, 
with  an  impartial  justice  sitting  there,  we  may 
get  the  opportunity  to  examine  their  books  and 
to  see  just  what  they  claim  constitutes  a  deficit. 
If  that  procedure  is  followed,  it  may  be  a  little 
high-handed,  but,  comparing  it  to  the  action  that 
the  Elevated  has  been  following  in  the  past  few 
years,  in  gouging  the  residents  of  Boston  out  of 
these  hundreds  of  thousands — and  probably 
millions — of  dollars,  it  seems  we  have  no  other 
course  left  to  us  in  order  to  get  at  the  true  facts. 
And  I  move  suspension  of  the  rule  and  passage 
of  the  order. 

Coun.  COFFEY— Mr.  President,  I  don't  know 
how  legal  this  order  is,  but,  if  it  is  legal,  why 
can't  it  be  amended  so  that  the  taxpayers  in 
turn  will  be  notified  by  the  City  Treasurer  not  to 
have  to  pay  their  share  of  the  taxes  to  the  city 
which,  in  turn,  has  to  turn  over  its  sum,  which  is, 
I  suppose,  ten  times  as  much  as  any  one  of  the 
other  thirteen  communities  that  have  to  contrib- 
ute to  the  deficit  of  the  Boston  Elevated?  I 
would  like  to  know  if  it  can  be  amended.  If  it 
can,  I  would  like  to  amend  it  to  see  that  the 
taxpayers  of  Boston  be  notified  as  to  the  sum  they 
are  supposed  to  pay  to  make  up  the  Elevated 
deficit,  and  they  in  turn  not  have  to  pay. 

President  KELLY — I  am  informed  that  that 
figure  won't  be  known  until  some  time  in  May 
or  June  when  the  assessment  on  the  city  is  known. 

Coun.  COFFEY — I  am  not  worrying  about  the 
City  of  Boston.  We  are  not  in  business  to  make 
money.     Can  an  amendment  be  made  to  that? 

President  KELLY — I  am  informed  this  order 
cannot  be  amended,  but  you  can  introduce  a 
separate  order. 

The  order  was  passed  under  suspension  of  the 
rule. 


RECESS. 

The  Council  voted  at  3.40  p.  m.,  on  motion  of 
Coun.  CANTWELL,  to  take  a  recess  subject  to 
the  call  of  the  Chair.  The  members  reassembled 
and  were  called  to  order  by  President  KELLY  at 
4.15  p.  m. 


EXECUTIVE   COMMITTEE   REPORTS. 

Coun.  FISH,  for  the  Executive  Committee, 
submitted  the  following: 

1.  Report  on  ordinance  (referred  today) 
concerning  the  Fire  Department — that  same 
ought  to  pass. 

Report  accepted;  ordinance  passed. 

2.  Report  on  message  of  Mayor  (referred 
today)  appointing  eight  constables  to  serve 
without  bond  and  without  authority  to  serve 
civil  process  for  term  ending  April  30,  1946  (No.  1 
on  the  calendar)  that  appointments  be  confirmed. 

The  report  was  accepted,  and  the  question 
came  on  the  confirmation  of  the  appointments. 

Coun.  MUCHNICK — For  the  reasons  that  are 
recorded  in  the  minutes  of  last  week's  meeting, 
the  reasons  given  by  myself,  Councilor  Linehan 
and  others,  and  may  I  include  Councilor  Bayley, 
I  move  that  this  matter  be  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  Constables,  where  it  belongs. 

Coun.  HURLEY — I  just  came  in.  May  I 
have  the  reasons  repeated  by  the  councilor? 

President  KELLY— We  will  be  glad  to  have 
them  repeated. 

Coun.  MUCHNICK— I  would  be  glad  to  repeat 
them.      They  arc  all  contained  in  the  minutes  of 
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last  week's  meeting,  and,  if  there  is  any  inability 
on  the  part  of  my  brother  on  my  right  (Coun. 
Hurley)  to  read  them  and  understand  them,  I 
would  be  glad  to  read  them  and  explain  them  to 
him. 

Coun.  HURLEY— I  would  like  to  have  them 
read. 

President  KELLY — Councilor  Muchnick,  will 
you  grant  the  councilor's  request? 

Coun.  COOK— Mr.  President,  I  would  like  to 
ask  the  councilor  from  Ward  14  (Coun.  Muchnick), 
through  you,  whether  he  thinks  the  committee 
that  should  have  considered  the  Boston  Elevated 
audit  and  bills  less  important  than  the  Committee 
on  Constables? 

President  KELLY — Could  you  answer  that 
question,  councilor? 

Coun.  MUCHNICK— Would  I  answer  it?     Yes. 

President  KELLY — Will  you  answer  it? 

Coun.  MUCHNICK — Do  I  consider  one  com- 
mittee less  important  than  another? 

President  KELLY — That  is  the  way  I  under- 
'  stood  the  question. 

Coun.  MUCHNICK — I  don't  think  my  opinion 
as  to  the  importance  of  any  committee  makes  much 
difference,  but  in  my  opinion  that  committee  is  as 
important.  I  am  in  the  midst  of  reading,  Mr. 
President. 

President  KELLY— Will  you  yield? 

Coun.  MUCHNICK— If  Councilor  Hurley  will. 

Coun.  COOK — Mr.  President,  a  point  of  in- 
formation. 

President  KELLY — State  your  point  of  in- 
formation. 

Coun.  COOK — I  would  like  to  ask  again,  in 
view  of  the  answer  from  the  eminent  councilor 
from  Ward  14  (Coun.  Muchnick),  if  he  thinks 
all  committees  are  as  important  as  they  should  be, 
and  equally  important,  why  it  is  he  now  dis- 
tinguishes between  the  Committee  on  Constables 
and  asks  that  this  grave  matter  be  referred  to  it, 
and  asked  this  Council  only  a  short  time  ago  to 
refer  the  Boston  Elevated  audit  bill  immediately 
to  Executive  and  not  to  the  committee  it  should 
have  gone  to? 

Coun.  MUCHNICK — By  way  of  answer,  I 
did  not  ask  that  the  Boston  Elevated  audit  bill 
go  to  Executive.  I  asked  that  bill  be  passed  upon 
immediately,  and  I  did  that  only  after  I  read  the 
bill,  which  is  written  in  ten  lines  of  very  simple 
English,  which  could  be  understood  by  any  mem- 
ber of  this  Council.  That  situation  is  clearly 
distinguished  from  the  possible  situation  wherein 
we  have  had  conflicting  reports  from  the  Mayor's 
office  as  to  the  need  of  any  constables,  and  he  did 
finally  establish  a  need  for  some  constables,  and 
as  to  the  number  of  constables  he  needed.  And 
there  was  further  a  grave  question  in  the  minds  of 
some  of  us  whether  some  of  these  people  could  fill 
the  job  adequately,  as  to  what  departments 
required  constables,  and  what  the  positions  in  the 
different  departments  were.  And  there  were 
many  other  reasons,  as  I  outlined  in  last  week's 
minutes. 

President  KELLY — I  think  that  covers  it. 

Coun.  FISH — In  view  of  the  fact  he  has  re- 
peated about  all  the  reasons  he  gave  last  week, 
and  they  are  not  very  impressive,  I  am  going  to 
ask  Councilor  Hurley  to  withdraw  his  motion. 

Coun.  HURLEiT — While  the  councilor  here  was 
talking,  Councilor  Fish  explained  in  detail  what 
Councilor  Muchnick  said.  So,  therefore,  I  with- 
draw my  motion. 

The  question  came  on  referring  the  order  to  the 
Committee  on  Constables.  A  vote  was  taken,  and 
Coun.  BAYLEY  doubted  the  vote  and  asked 
that  two  rise  with  him  to  confirm  his  doubt. 
Two  not  having  risen,  the  question  came  on 
confirmation  of  the  appointments. 

Coun.  BAYLEY — I  agree  with  the  distinguished 
councilor  from  Ward  14  (Coun.  Muchnick),  and 
last  week  I  also  put  forth  my  objections  to  this 
matter.  I  am  going  to  vote  in  the  negative  for 
the  same  reason  I  stated  last  week,  and  I  hope 
that  my  brother  councilors  will  join  me  in  protest 
against  the  incorrect  way  in  which  these  constable 
lists  were  sent  up  by  the  Mayor  of  Boston. 

Coun.  MUCHNICK— Mr.  President,  I  find  it 
necessary  to  vote  against  confirmation  of  any  of 
these  men,  not  because  I  want  to  deprive  them  of 
any  position,  nor  because  I  don't  feel  that  they 
might  be  the  right  persons,  but  merely  because, 
not  having  had  a  chance  to  examine  into  the 
merits  of  the  situation,  I  don't  know  enough 
about  it  to  add  them  or  anybody  to  the  city  pay 
roll. 


Coun.  LINEHAN— I  would  like  to  ask  the 
Chair,  could  you  give  the  councilor  an  account 
of   what  has   transpired   since  last   Monday? 

President  KELLY — I  would  be  glad  to  do  that, 
but  I  was  not  given  an  opportunity.  At  last 
week's  executive  session  I  said  I  was  going  to  try 
to  straighten  out  this  constable  situation.  I 
think  it  has  been  straightened  out  during  last 
week.  Are  there  any  constables,  councilor,  that 
have  not  gone  to  work?  If  there  are,  I  wish  the 
councilors  would  rise. 

Coun.  HANNON — I  will  rise  halfway,  because 
I  don't  know. 

President  KELLY — Will  anyone  rise  all  the 
way? 

Coun.  BAYLEY — I  rise  halfway,  too. 

President  KELLY — Nobody  will  rise  all  the 
way,  so  I  think  the  situation  has  been  straightened 
out.  So  the  Chair  will  appoint  Councilors  Russo 
and  Madden  to  receive,  sort  and  count  the  ballots. 

A  vote  of  yeas  16,  nays  0,  was  announced. 

Coun.  BAYLEY— Mr.  President,  I  voted  in 
the  negative,  and  I  ask  that  those  ballots  be 
examined  again. 

Coun.  MUCHNICK— Mr.  President 

President  KELLY — There  is  a  recount  in 
process  now.     Maybe  they  counted  them  wrong. 

Coun.  BAYLEY — They  counted  the  nos 
wrong. 

The  votes  were  recounted,  with  a  result  of 
12  in  the  affirmative  and  4  in  the  negative,  and 
the  appointments  were  confirmed. 

Coun.  MUCHNICK— I  would  like  to  make  a 
motion. 

President  KELLY — You  are  perfectly  in  order. 

Coun.  MUCHNICK— I  move  that  the  Com- 
mittee on  Constables  be  abolished. 

President  KELLY — If  you  will  put  that  motion 
in  writing,  I  will  refer  it  to  the  proper  committee. 


ABOLITION  OF  COMMITTEE  ON 
CONSTABLES. 

Coun.  MUCHNICK  offered  the  following: 

Ordered,  That  the  Committee  on  Constables  be, 
and  hereby -is,  forthwith  abolished. 

The  order  was  declared  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  Rules. 

Coun.  MUCHNICK— Mr.  President. 

President  KELLY — There  is  no  debate. 

Coun.  MUCHNICK— I  am  asking  for  the  floor. 

President  KELLY — For  what  purpose  does  the 
gentleman  rise? 

Coun.  MUCHNICK— To  ask  for  the  floor. 

President  KELLY — The  gentleman  has  the 
floor. 

Coun.  MUCHNICK — I  want  to  make  a  motion. 

President  KELLY — State  your  motion,  coun- 
cilor. 

Coun.  MUCHNICK— I  move  that  the  rules  be 
suspended  and  that  this  matter  be  heard  forthwith. 

President  KELLY — You  can  make  that  motion, 
councilor. 

Coun.  MUCHNICK— Mr.  President,  talking  on 
the  order.  The  work  of  the  Committee  on  Con- 
stables has,  up  to  a  certain  degree,  been  completely 
performed  by  the  President  of  the  Council.  There 
therefore  is  no  present  need  for  the  existence  of 
that  committee,  and  there  is  no  sense  in  having 
a  committee  on  the  books  with  no  functions, 
its  functions  having  been  wholly  performed  in  so 
far  as  they  could  be  performed.  And  it  seems 
to  me  it  is  a  little  bit  ridiculous  and  a  little  bit 
stupid  to  continue  to  carry  that  committee  as  a 
committee  of  the  Council.  And  it  is  in  view 
of  that  that  I  made  the  motion  that  I  submitted, 
the  order  that  the  committee  be  abolished.  And 
it  is  further,  in  view  of  that,  that  I  made  the  motion 
that  the  rules  be  suspended,  and  that  this  be 
acted  upon  forthwith.  This  has  nothing  to  do 
with  the  rest  of  the  order  or  the  motion;  there  , 
being  no  further  sense  in  having  such  a  committee 
or  to  serving  on  such  a  committee,  I  am  resigning 
from  that  committee  as  of  now. 

President  KELLY — Mr.  Councilor,  I  might 
answer  you  and  say  that  the  committee  will  be  a 
very  active  committee,  because  about  the  middle 
of  April  you  will  have  two  lists  of  constables 
submitted  to  this  Honorable  Body,  which  will 
automatically  be  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
Constables.  I  only  did,  councilor,  what  every 
other  President  of  the  Body  has  done.  I  have 
only  acted  the  way  I  acted  when  Chairman  of  the 
Committee  on  Constables,  when  an  individual's 
name  came  into  the  Council,  as  these  have  come, 
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in  other  months  than  the  month  of  April.  I  have 
in  nun  laid  them  over  for  one  week.  They  in 
turn  have  been  laid  over  one  week  in  previous 
years  when  1  have  been  Chairman  of  the  Com- 
mittee on  Constables,  and  wo  have  called  them  off 
the  calendar  the  next  week. 

Coun.  MTJCHNICK — If  there  is  a  function 
for  tin1  committee  to  serve  in  April  when  the  names 
come  in,  then  there  was  some  funotion  for  the 
committee  to  serve  in  February  when  tin-  names 
came  in.  If  you  recall  last  year  when  you  were 
chairman,  and  Councilor  Taylor  from  Ward  12 
and  myself  wore  members  of  the  committee,  and 
those  names  were  laid  over  for  a  week,  you  leaned 
over  in  your  seat  and  said.  "This  one  is  all  right, 
isn't  it?"  and  then  you  checked  with  Councilor 

Taylor,  and  checked  the  same  tiling  with  him  as  to 
whether  he  approved.  You  didn't,  so  far  as  I 
know,  go  to  any  other  members  of  the  Council, 
but  limited  yourself  to  those  who  were  members 
of  the  Committee  on  Constables  on  individual 
appointments,  as  well  as  the  large  batch  which 
came  in  in  April.  Thai  was  the  situation  as  I 
remember  it  last  year,  and  two  years  ago,  and 
three  years  ago.  This  year  the  functions  of  the 
committee,  its  most  important  function  and  at  the 
most  important  time  in  the  history  of  the  com- 
mittee, at  least  in  my  terms  in  the  Council,  were 
taken  away  from  the  committee.  In  view  of 
those  circumstances,  there  seems  to  be  no  point  in 
continuing  with  that  committee  or  with  any  of  the 
men  on  it.  Regardless  of  what  happens,  I  find  it 
necessary  to  let  the  resignation  I  delivered  stand. 

Coun.  COOK — Mr.  President,  I  am  a  member 
of  the  Committee  on  Constables,  and  I  don't  feel 
that  any  single  member  of  any  committee,  in 
order  to  jusify  his  own  feeling  in  a  matter,  should 
ask  that  the  committee  be  abolished.  I  don't 
think  I  am  trespassing  on  the  other  member  of  the 
committee.  I  think  he  is  in  accord  with  what  I 
have  said.  The  arguments  advanced  are  very 
inconsistent.  We  have  heard  suspension  of  the 
rules  and  going  into  executive  session.  I  think 
there  must  be  something  behind  it.  I  can't 
fathom  what  is  so  important  about  this  whole 
matter  that  a  committee  that  existed  so  long  a 
time  should  suddenly  be  abolished  because  the 
chairman  of  the  committee  fears  he  has  either 
been  slighted  or  it  doesn't  function.  I  feel,  on 
behalf  of  myself  and,  if  I  am  not  wrong,  on  behalf 
of  the  other  member  of  the  committee,  that  we 
should  not  be  put  in  a  position  where  the  chair- 
man is  speaking  for  us,  and  I,  for  one,  will  vote 
against  suspension  of  the  rule  and  also  the  abolish- 
ing of  the  committee. 

Coun.  BAYLEY — Mr.  President,  I  agree  with  a 
great  deal  of  what  both  the  distinguished  coun- 
cilors have  said.  I  believe  there  is  too  little 
reference  here  by  the  Council  to  committees.  I 
believe  that  many  of  the  gentlemen,  in  fact  the 
great  majority  of  the  gentlemen,  are  in  error  when 
they  ask  for  suspension  of  the  rules  and  passage 
of  {he  order.  I  do  not  ask  that  in  behalf  of  any 
order  I  introduced  this  year.  I  think  I  asked  that 
one  be  referred.  Any  order  I  introduce  I  intend 
to  have  referred  to  the  proper  committee.  I 
believe  that  several  matters  were  introduced  today 
which  should  have  been  referred  to  the  Legislative 
Committee.  I  believe  the  councilor  from  Ward  14 
(Coun.  Muchniek)  is  inconsistent  when  he  asks 
suspension  of  the  rule.  I  believe  all  matters 
should  be  referred  to  committees,  as  I  said  in  my 
two  speeches  this  year.  And  while  I  am  heartily 
in  accord  with  and  would  like  to  go  along  with  the 
motion  and  general  order  of  the  councilor  from 
Ward  14  (Coun.  Muchniek),  I  can't  in  fairness  go 
along  for  suspension  of  the  rule.  I  hope  that  this 
committee  will  report  back  favorably  very  soon. 
The  Committee  on  Constables  is  apparently  of 
very  little  usefulness. 

m.  MTJCHNICK— Mr.  President,  I  would 
like  to  clear  up  something  that  seems  to  be  bother- 
ing   the  junior    councilor  from   Ward   12. 

Coun.  COOK — Mr.  President,  I  don't  know  of 
any  junior  or  senior  ratings  in  the  Council. 

President  KELLY — The  Council  will  be  in 
order.  We  will  not  have  any  of  that  at  all.  If  I 
am  to  i  -  "<  luthorit;  b  President  of  the  Council, 
I  will  use:  it.  We  are  all  gentlemen  in  this  body, 
and  we  a ic  to  be  treated  as  gentlemen.  I  am 
going  to  conduct  this  meeting  in  a  fair  and  impar- 
tnanner.  I  don't  want  to  ever  hear  any 
men!  like  that  again,  or  I  will  show  my 
authority.     That    ii    •■>   warning. 

'  .inn.  Ml  CHNICK — There  is  no  personal 
reason  for  this  resignation,  Mr.  President.  It 
was  not  because  I  felt  slighted,  as  has  been  in- 


timated here.  That  has  nothing  to  do  with  it. 
This  was  done  purely  as  a  matter  of  protest 
against  what  was  referred  to  last  week;  and  very 
well  referred  to,  by  Councilor  Linehan  as  the 
unbusinesslike  way  of  doing  things  here.  If  we 
arc  not  to  have  committees  functioning  properly, 
thare  is  no  point  to  having  committees  at  all,  and, 
until  such  time  as  the  committee  which  I  had 
is  going  to  be  able  to  perform  its  proper  functions, 
I  very  frankly  want  no  part  of  it. 

Coun.  LINEHAN — Seeing  that  my  name  has 
been  referred  to  —  and  personally  I  don't  think 
it  should  be  allowed  by  the  presiding  officer  of  this 
Body  that  names  should  be  thrown  around  as 
promiscuously  as  they  are,  and  I  sincerely  hope 
in  the  future,  when  councilors  are  referred  to, 
that  they  be  referred  to  by  their  wards.  Some- 
times we  get  a  little  bit  hot  under  the  collar  when 
we  hear  our  names  mentioned.  Now,  I  sort  of 
agree  with  the  councilor  from  Ward  14  (Coun. 
Muchniek),  but  I  can't  go  along  with  him  all  the 
way  and  recommend  that  the  committee  be 
abolished.  But  I  do  say  this,  if  I  were  Chairman 
of  the  Committee  on  Constables,  and  if  the  same 
thing  were  done  to  me  as  was  done  to  him  in  the 
past  two  weeks,  I,  too,  would  resign,  but  I  would 
not  request  that  the  committee  be  abolished. 
Therefore,  I  cannot  go  along  with  my  good  friend 
from  Ward  14  (Coun.  Muchniek). 

Coun.  BRYAN — Mr.  President,  as  a  member  of 
the  Committee  on  Constables,  i  would  like  to 
clear  up  one  matter.  Last  week  I  went  along  with 
the  order  because  of  the  constables  who  had  been 
off  the  payroll  for  three  weeks  being  without  pay, 
and  acted  last  week  so  that  those  men  might  get 
back  on  the  pay  roll  earning  their  salary.  And 
again  I,  for  one  member  of  the  Committee  on 
Constables,  went  along  with  the  Executive  Com- 
mittee upon  the  adoption  of  those  constables. 
I  hope  that  the  Committee  on  Constables  is  not 
abolished.  I  believe  it  will  function  in  April 
again,  and  I  believe  it  can  be  of  some  use. 

The  question  came  on  the  motion  to  suspend  the 
rule.  A  rising  vote  was  asked  by  the  Chair. 
The  motion  to  suspend  was  lost,  and  the  order 
was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Rules. 


GARAGE   UNDER   BOSTON    COMMON. 

Coun.  RUSSO  offered  the  following: 

Resolved,  That  the  Boston  City  Council  hereby 
favors  the  enactment  of  legislation  for  the  con- 
struction of  a  garage  under  Boston  Common, 
provided  that  said  legislation  contains  a  referendum 
to  the  Mayor  and  City  Council. 

Coun.  BAYLEY — I  move  that  this  be  referred 
to  the  Executive  Committee,  which  has  two  other 
matters  connected  with  the  garage  to  come  before 
them,  and  that  they  all  be  given  a  hearing  at  the 
next  Executive  Committee  meeting. 

Coun.  COOK — A  point  of  information,  Mr. 
President. 

President  KELLY — State  your  point  of  in- 
formation. 

Coun.  COOK — I  would  like  to  ask  the  President 
whether  or  not  this  Body  has  not  approved  such 
an  order  before. 

President  KELLY — Is  this  the  same  order  that 
is  on  page  68? 

Coun.  RUSSO — Mr.  President,  I  believe  we 
have  approved  a  similar  order  some  time  ago. 
So,  realizing  that  the  Legislature  is  hearing  this 
question  now,  I  thought  it  would  be  proper  to 
put  in  this  order,  in  order  to  let  the  State  Legisla- 
ture know  we  have  approved  of  such  a  project. 
But  where  the  other  order  of  mine  has  been  laid 
on  the  table,  I  wouldn't  want  to  do  anything  to 
hinder  the  State  Legislature  approving  this  matter. 

President  KELLY — I  might  call  your  attention 
to  the  fact  that  this  order  is  the  same  order  we 
passed,  on  page  68,  the  meeting  of  February  11. 
If  you  will  kindly  look  there,  you  will  see  we  have 
already  passed  a  similar  order.  I  think  under  the 
circumstances  the  best  thing  to  do  would  be  to 
withdraw  this  order. 

Coun.  RUSSO — I  withdraw  the  order. 


HEARINGS   ON   BUDGET. 

Coun.  CHASE — I  notice  by  the  late  edition  of 
one  of  the  evening  papers  that  the  annual  budget 
submitted  by  his  Honor  the  Mayor  is  up  85,000,000, 
and  the  paper  states  that  it  may  raise  the  taxes 
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over  $3.50.  The  paper  goes  on  to  say  that  the 
budget  submitted  by  Mayor  Curley  was  a  lump 
sum  budget,  and  so  forth,  Mr.  President,  back 
in  1939  _  I  was  Chairman  of  the  Committee  on 
Appropriations,  and  I  know  what  it  means  in 
the  way  of  assisting  the  City  Council  in  determin- 
ing the  necessary  money  for  the  conducting  of 
municipal  affairs  to  have  the  budget  broken  down 
and  put  in  an  itemized  way.  I  don't  see,  Mr. 
President,  how  the  Council  can  logically  pass 
on  this  budget,  the  way  it  has  been  submitted 
to  us.  I  think  the  only  logical  thing  to  do  is 
to  refer  the  budget  back  to  his  Honor  the  Mayor 
and  have  the  various  department  heads  segregate 
their  expenses,  and  itemize  them  so  that  we  can 
act  intelligently  on  the  budget.  I  don't  think  we 
can  act  intelligently  on  the  budget  if  it  is  going 
to  continue  to  be  with  us  in  its  present  setup. 
I  think  it  requires  too  much  interrogating,  and 
I  think  we  can  accomplish  much  more  if  it  is 
set  up  so  that  the  taxpayers  can  more  readily 
understand  just  what  this  is  all  about.  I  don't 
like  the  way  it  has  been  submitted,  and  I  assume 
there  are  other  councilors  that  don't  care  to 
act  on  it  as  submitted. 

President  KELLY — The  Chair  may  state  that 
this  matter  has  already  been  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  Appropriations,  so,  therefore,  I  will 
have  to  rule  this  motion  out  of  order.  But  you 
have  two  motions  that  would  be  in  order.  That 
is,  to  reconsider  the  reference  to  the  Committee 
on  Appropriations,  and  to  ask  it  taken  from  the 
Committee  on  Appropriations.  Either  order 
would  be  in  order. 

•  Coun.  CHASE — In  view  of  that,  I  move  that 
the  ^natter  be  taken  from  the  Committee  on 
Appropriations,  having  in  mind  that  I  would 
subsequently  offer  another  order  requesting  that 
the  matter  be  referred  back  to  his  Honor  the 
Mayor  with  a  request  that  he  submit  us  an  itemized 
budget  with  various  department  expenses  itemized, 
so  we  can  intelligently  act  on  it. 

The  President  asked  for  a  rising  vote.  A  rising 
vote  was  taken,  and  the  motion  was  lost.  Coun. 
CHASE  doubted  the  vote  and  asked  for  a  roll 
call. 

Coun.  RUSSO— Mr.  President,  a  point  of 
information. 

President  KELLY — State  your  point  of  in- 
formation. 

Coun.  RUSSO — I  would  like  to  find  out  whether 
or  not  the  budget  that  has  been  submitted  by 
his  Honor  the  Mayor  to  the  Council,  and  which 
is  now  in  the  hands  of  the  Committee  on  Appro- 
priations, has  been  submitted  in  the  usual  way, 
the  same  as  it  has  been  in  the  past. 

President  KELLY — The  Chair  will  say  he  has, 
not  had  the  time  to  study  the  budget  as  yet.  Of 
course,  we  are  only  trying  to  settle  the  debate 
right  here. 

Coun.  MUCHNICK— A  point  of  information, 
Mr.  President. 

President  KELLY — State  your  point  of  in- 
formation, councilor. 

Coun.  MUCHNICK— Does  the  Chair  or  any- 
one have  knowledge  as  to  whether  the  Appro- 
priations Committee  will  be  furnished  with  the 
same  kind  of  information  that  has  been  furnished 
in  the  last  few  years? 

President  KELLY — I  have  been  informed  by 
our  genial  City  Clerk  that  the  Appropriations 
Committee  will  be  furnished  this  year  with  more 
information  than  they  have  been  furnished  with 
in  the  past. 

Coun.  FISH — Mr.  President,  it  is  my  intention 
to  vote  against  taking  this  from  the  committee, 
and  I  do  so  because  I  think  we  will  be  reasonably 
assured  that  we  will  get  a  more  complete  break- 
down when  the  Appropriations  Committee  have 
their  hearings.  If  they  are  not  supplied  with  the 
breakdown  at  that  time,  they  can  then  request 
that  information.  I  think  there  is  no  doubt 
it  will  be  given  to  them. 

Coun.  HURLEY — I  am  rather  uncertain  as  to 
what  I  am  voting  on.  I  get  the  general  idea  of  it. 
The  Committee  on  Appropriations  is  meeting  here 
next  Thursday? 

President  KELLY— Thursday,  at  10  a.  m. 

Coun.  HURLEY— Next  Thursday  we  will  have 
a  good  idea  whether  the  budget  is  broken  down 
as  in  the  past  years,  or  better,  and,  if  the  budget 
is  not  broken  down  as  it  has  been  in  the  past, 
then  at  our  next  meeting  could  we  ask  to  have 
the  budget  removed,  or  the  appropriations  removed 


from  the  Appropriations  Committee  to  the  Execu- 
tive, or  back  to  the  Council? 

President  KELLY — That  motion  would  be  in 
order  next  week,  yes. 

The  question  came  on  taking  the  budget  from 
the  Committee  on  Appropriations,  and  the  motion 
was  lost,  yeas  4,  nays  13: 

Yeas — Coun.  Bayley,  Chase,  Linehan,  Much- 
nick — 4. 

Nays — Coun.  Bryan,  Cantwell,  Cook,  Fish, 
Hannon,  Hurley,  Keenan,  Kelly,  Madden,  Mc- 
Cormaek,  Moriarty,  Russo,  Scannell — 13. 


CHILD   CARE   CENTERS. 

Coun.  LINEHAN— Mr.  President,  a  point  of 
information. 

President  KELLY — State  your  point  of  in- 
formation. 

Coun.  LINEHAN — Earlier  in  today's  session  I 
filed  an  order  asking  his  Honor  the  Mayor  to 
submit  to  us  an  appropriation  to  continue  the 
maintenance  of  the  child  care  centers.  I  would 
like  to  ask  you  at  this  time  if  that  was  forwarded 
to  his  Honor  the  Mayor  and,  if  so,  is  there  an 
answer  to  it? 

President  KELLY — I  am  informed  an  attache 
of  the  City  Messenger's  office  took  it  personally 
to  his  Honor  the  Mayor's  office,  and  left  it  with 
the  chief  clerk,  and  his  Honor  the  Mayor  was 
not  present  at  the  time.  We  have  not  heard 
anything  further  at  the  present  time. 

Coun.  LINEHAN— Mr.  President,  I  don't 
know  whether  I  am  in  order  or  not,  but  I  would 
like  to  speak  in  the  record  on  a  point  of  personal 
privilege. 

President  KELLY — State  your  point  of  personal 
privilege,  councilor. 

Coun.  LINEHAN— When  I  filed  an  order 
requesting  his  Honor  the  Mayor  to  give  us  action 
because  of  an  emergency  situation,  which  I  am 
compelled  at  this  time  to  do  because  I  have  to 
give  some  information  to  people  who  are  in- 
terested in  maintaining  child  care  centers,  I  am 
desirous  of  getting  some  kind  of  information  from 
his  Honor  the  Mayor  in  regard  to  this  matter,  and 
I  may  add  a  few  words  by  just  reading  from  this 
letter,  showing  why  I  am  on  my  feet  discussing 
this  matter.  I  will  read  from  this  letter  it  won't 
take  a  minute  having  in  mind  that  it  was  about 
two  or  three  weeks  ago  that  I  filed  an  order  which 
gave  his  Honor  the  Mayor  plenty  of  time  to 
submit  an  appropriation  or  not.  At  least  he  should 
give  us  an  answer  to  that  order.  This  letter  is 
from  Helen  L.  Stevens,  secretary  of  the  Com- 
mittee on  Child  Care  Centers,  Greater  Boston 
Community  Council,  and  reads  as  follows: 

"Dear  Councilor  Linehan, — Mrs.  Driscoll  asks 
me  to  thank  you  for  your  kind  reply  to  her  letter 
of  February  15th  and  for  the  copy  of  the  Minutes 
of  the  City  Council  meeting.  She  assumes  that 
any  action  by  the  City  Council  to  prevent  the 
closing  of  the  Centers  at  the  end  of  next  week 
would  have  to  be  taken  at  your  next  meeting. 

"As  there  is  no  indication  that  Mayor  Curley 
will  make  time  before  that  to  see  Mrs.  Driscoll  as 
she  requested,  she  is  now  suggesting  that  Mayor 
Curley  request  a  temporary  appropriation  until 
he  can  give  the  matter  more  consideration.  If 
the  staff  of  teachers  and  the  equipment  once 
became  scattered,  there  would  be  very  great 
difficulty  in  reopening  the  centers.  Mrs.  Driscoll 
is  also  bringing  to  Mayor  Curley's  attention  the 
interest  of  the  Education  Committee  of  the 
General  Court  in  Senate  Bill  225  which  would 
allow  state  assistance  to  Child  Care  Centers  to  the 
extent  of  40  per  cent  of  the  salaries  involved. 
There  is  hope  that  this  measure  may  be  pressed 
ahead  rather  soon  in  order  to  meet  the  emergency. 

"In  addition,  the  School  Lunch  Program,  now 
before  Congress  and  expected  to  pass,  would  cover 
the  expense  of  feeding  the  children  at  the  Child 
Care  Centers,  where  they  receive  their  hearty 
noontime  meal.  Although  the  federal  govern- 
ment shows  no  indication  of  undertaking  full 
operation  of  Child  Care  Centers,  plans  now  being 
considered  for  child  health  and  welfare  might 
give  some  financial  help  for  such  a  program.  It 
is  unlikely,  therefore,  that  the  full  cost  of  the 
Centers  (in  addition  to  what  the  mothers  are 
able  to  pay  in  fees)  would  long  rest  upon  the  city 
treasury.  Unless  the  City  Council  takes  some 
resoonsibility  for  them,  these  other  sources  of 
assistance  will  not  be  available. 
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"We  -\\-.\\\  i>o  glad  i"  repori  to  you  any  further 
developments,  and  rely  upon  your  interest  t<>  do 
what   is  possible  in  this  matter  during  the  week 
no«  remaining  before  March  1st. 
Sincerely  yours, 

II  >  i  EN     I..    Si  E  VI  \s. 
Secretary,  Committee  on  Child  Care  Centers." 

I  am  sony  to  say  onee  again  that  this  city  is  not 
being  conducted  in  a  businesslike  manner.  When 
members  of  the  City  Council  request  information 
one  way  or  the  other.  I  certainly  think  they  should 
get  it  in  due  time  so  letters  can  he  answered  in- 
telligently —  such  matters  of  civic  interest  as  child 
care  centers.  I  think  every  councilor  in  this 
Body  who  is  interested  in  these  centers  certainly 
should  be  up  in  arms  at  not  getting  an  answer 
from  his  Honor  the  Mayor,  and  I  certainly  hope 
that  something  will  be  done  about  it.  I  don't 
know  whether  it  will  Vie  in  time  next  week.  I  hope 
that  the  child  care  centers  will  not  be  so  broken  up. 
I  am  sorry  to  say  once  again  we  are  getting  un- 
businesslike in  the  management  of  the  City  of 
Boston  —  not  by  members  of  the  City  Council. 


('rain.   IIANNON      Mr.   President. 

President,   KELLY  —  For  what  purpose  does  I  he 

gentleman  rise.' 

Conn.  IIANNON — To  make  a  motion.  Mr. 
President,  it  is  customary  to  commemorate  his- 
torical events  by  cessation  from  work.  That  is, 
we  are  about  to  cease  our  labors  today  through 
the  motion  of  adjournment.  I  think  we,  too, 
should  celebrate  a  historical  event.  Somebody 
has  called  to  my  attention  that  one  of  our  fellow 
members  has  asserted  his  manhood  and  become 
a  father.  I  therefore  move  that  when  we  adjourn 
we  adjourn  out  of  commemoration  of  the  paternity 
of  Councilor  Sullivan. 

The  motion  was  carried. 

President  KELLY — I  am  informed  by  the 
Chairman  of  the  Committee  on  Appropriations 
that  the  committee  will  meet  on  Thursday  at 
2  p.  m.  instead  of  10  a.  m. 


Adjourned,  on  motion  of  Coun.  HANNON, 
at  5.25  p.  in.,  to  meet  on  Monday,  March  4,  1946, 
at  2  p.  m. 
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CITY  OF  BOSTON. 


Proceedings  of  City  Council. 


Monday,  March  4,  1946. 

Regular  meeting  of  the  City  Council,  held  in 
the  Council  Chamber,  City  Hall,  at  2  p.  m., 
President  KELLY  presiding.  Absent,  Coun. 
Coffey  and  Linehan. 

The  meeting  was  opened  with  the  salute  to  the 
Flag. 


APPROPRIATION      FOR      ABOLITION      OF 
BIRD  STREET  GRADE  CROSSING. 

The  following  was  received: 

City  of  Boston, 
Office  of  the  Mayor,  March  4,  1946. 
To  the  City  Council. 

Gentlemen, — I  am  submitting  herewith  an  "order 
for  $25,000  for  the  abolishment  of  the  Bird  Street 
Grade  Crossing,  being  the  share  that  Herman  A. 
MacDonald,  Commissioner  of  Public  Works  for 
the  Commonwealth  of  Massachusetts,  determines 
to  be  the  cost  to  the  city. 

The  Commissioner  of  Public  Works  advises  me 
that  under  the  last  highway  bill  passed  by  Congress 
we  can  now  only  abolish  grade  crossings  on  the 
primary  or  secondary  Federal  Aid  roads;  so  unless 
we  do  Bird  street  now  the  chances  of  it  ever  being 
done  are  highly  slim.  He  also  informs  me  that  the 
plans  are  all  drawn  and  ready  to  be  advertised, 
and  that  the  Department  of  Public  Works  is  very 
desirous  of  going  ahead  with  this  project,  and 
would  appreciate  the  cooperation  of  the  city. 

I  therefore  recommend  the  passage  of  the 
accompanying  order. 

Respectfully, 
James  M.  Ctjbley,  Mayor. 

Ordered,  That  the  sum  of  twenty-five  thousand 
dollars  ($25,000)  be,  and  hereby  is,  appropriated 
for  the  abolishment  of  the  Bird  Street  Grade 
Crossing,  said  amount  being  the  City  of  Boston's 
share  of  the  cost  of  said  abolishment,  to  be  paid 
from  time  to  time  to  the  Commonwealth  of  Massa- 
chusetts upon  requisition  by  the  State  Com- 
missioner of  Public  Works;  said  sum  to  be  raised 
by  taxes  on  the  polls  and  estates  in  the  City  of 
Boston,  and  that  all  orders  heretofore  or  hereafter 
passed  by  the  City  Council  relating  to  appropri- 
ations, taxes,  and  the  interest  thereon  apply  to  the 
appropriations  and  taxes  herein  provided  for. 

Referred  to  the  Committee  on  Appropriations. 


ORDINANCE  RE  TAKING  OF  SHELLFISH 
The  following  was  received: 

City  of  Boston, 
Office  of  the  Mayor,  March  4,  1946. 
To  the  City  Council. 

Gentlemen, — I  transmit  herewith  communica- 
tion from  the  Law  Department,  to  inform  the  City 
Council  whether  or  not  chapter  5  of  the  Ordinances 
of  1945,  concerning  the  taking  of  shellfish,  is  legal 
with  respect  to  the  limitation  as  to  the  number  of 
licenses  issued  yearly. 

Respectfully, 
James  M.  Curley,  Mayor. 

City  of  Boston, 
Law  Department,  March  4,  1946. 
Hon.  James  M.  Curley, 

Mayor  of  Boston. 

Dear  Sir, — On  February  23  you  referred  to  this 
office  for  consideration  and  report  the  following 
order  of  the  City  Council  passed  on  February  11: 

"Ordered,  That  the  Corporation  Counsel  be 
requested,  through  his  Honor  the  Mayor,  to  in- 
form the  City  Council  whether  or  not  chapter  5 
of  the  Ordinances  of  1945,  concerning  the  taking 
of  shellfish,  is  legal  with  respect  to  the  limitation 
as  to  the  number  of  licenses  issued  yearly." 

The  authority  of  the  City  Council  to  deal  with 
the  subject  matter  of  the  ordinance  in  question 


must  be  derived  from  G.  L.,  c.  130,  s.  52.  Material 
portions  of  the  first  paragraph  of  that  section  are 
as  follows: 

"The  .  .  .  city  council  of  any  city 
.  may  control,  regulate  or  prohibit  the 
taking  of  eels  and  any  or  all  kinds  of  shellfish  and 
sea  worms  within  such  cities  .  .  .  and  may, 
from  time  to  time,  without  other  or  special 
authority  therefor,  make  any  regulations  not 
contrary  to  law  in  regard  to  said  fisheries  as 
they  deem  expedient,  including  the  times, 
places,  methods,  purposes,  uses,  sizes,  quantities 
and  any  other  particulars  of  such  taking, 
and  may  grant  permits,  and  establish  the  fees 
therefor,  subject  to  any  such  regulation,  then 
or  thereafter  in  force.     .     .     .     " 

Chapter  5  of  the  Ordinances  of  1945,  with  which 
we  are  here  concerned,  provides  as  follows: 

"Effective  April  9,  1945,  no  person  shall  dig 
or  take  shellfish  from  those  contaminated  areas 
in  the  limits  of  the  city  of  Boston  which  have 
been  determined  by  the  department  of  public 
healtn  to  be  suitable  for  the  taking  of  shellfish 
for  treatment  at  an  approved  purification 
plant  unless  he  holds,  in  addition  to  the  state 
permit  required  by  law,  a  permit  to  do  so  from 
the  committee  on  licenses  of  the  city  council. 
To  avoid  undue  depletion  the  number  of  permits 
to  be  issued  annually  is  limited  to  twenty.  Should 
there  be  a  greater  demand  for  permits  than  the 
limit  herein  determined  further  permits  may  be 
issued  with  preference  to.  residents  of  Boston." 
(Emphasis  supplied.) 

While  this  ordinance  provides  in  terms  that 
.  the  number  of  permits  to  be  issued 
annually  is  limited  to  twenty,"  that  limitation 
is  in  effect  removed  by  the  last  sentence  of  the 
ordinance.  It  is  not  clear  to  me,  therefore,  that 
the  ordinance  establishes  any  definite  restriction 
upon  the  number  of  permits  which  may  be  issued 
thereunder.  So  far  as  the  ordinance  gives  prefer- 
ence to  residents  of  Boston  it  is  unobjectionable. 
Commonwealth  v.  Hilton,  174  Mass.  29.  In  view 
of  the  rather  broad  language  of  the  enabling 
statute,  quoted  above,  which  inter  alia  gives 
authority  to  regulate  ".  .  .  times,  places, 
methods,  purposes,  uses,  sizes,  Quantities  and  any 
other  particulars  of  such  taking  .  .  .  ," 
it  is  my  opinion  that  the  ordinance  in  question 
is  not  invalid  by  reason  of  any  provision  contained 
in  the  last  two  sentences  thereof  above  underlined. 

I  have  said  enough  to  answer  the  somewhat 
limited  question  presented  by  the  order  of  the 
Council.  However,  an  examination  of  the  ordi- 
nance and  of  the  relevant  statutes  discloses  to  me 
certain  other  objections  to  the  ordinance  which  I 
think  it  proper  to  state.  In  the  first  place,  the 
permits  provided  for  by  the  ordinance  are  to 
be  given  not  by  the  City  Council  but  are  to  be 
obtained  ".  .  .  from  the  committee  on 
licenses  of  the  city  council."  It  appears  to  me 
that  this  provision  is  in  conflict  with  the  require- 
ment of  section  52  of  chapter  130  quoted  above 
which  provides  that  "  ,  .  .  the  city  council 
.  may  grant  permits.  .  .  .  '.'  In  my 
opinion  the  council  is  not  authorized  by  the 
relevant  statutes  to  delegate  its  licensing  authority 
to  any  committee  of  its  members.  No  such  au- 
thority to  delegate  is  found  in  section  53  of  chapter 
130.     That  section  provides  as  follows: 

"All  permits  issued  under  section  fifty-two 
shall  be  issued  in  the  name  of  the  body  authoriz- 
ing the  issuing  of  the  same;  but,  under  a  vote  of 
such  body,  any  such  permit  shall  be  valid  if 
issued  bearing  the  signature  of  any  one  member 
thereof,  or  of  the  city  or  town  clerk.  .  .  ." 
(Emphasis  supplied.) 

In  my  opinion  this  language  does  not  deal  with 
the  substance  of  the  licensing  transaction  but 
only  with  the  form  of  the  paper  to  be  received  by 
the  licensee  as  evidence  of  his  license.  The  license 
must  still  be  granted  by  a  vote  of  the  Council 
and  the  Council  itself  must  pass  judgment  upon 
the  qualifications  of  the  licensee,.  Once  it  has 
approved  such  qualifications  and  voted  that  a 
license  issue  the  purely  ministerial  duty  of  execut- 
ing a  document  conforming  to  such  vote  need 
not  under  the  terms  of  section  53  be  executed 
by  the  entire  Council.  Such  ministerial  duty 
of  executing  the  required  document  may  be 
delegated  to  any  member  of  the  Council  or  to 
the  City  Clerk.  In  my  opinion,  however,  the 
delegation    of    duty    authorized    by    section    53 
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extends  only  to  the  ministerial  duty  of  executing 
the  required  papers.  [1  is  no<  intended  to  au- 
thorise the  delegation  of  the  power  to  License, 
including  the  power  to  pass  upon  the  qualifications 
of  proposed  licensees.  Thai  duty  must  be  exer- 
cised By  the  Council  itself  by  the  passage  of  a 
vote  in  the  ease  of  each  licensee.  The  passage 
of  chapter  S  of  the  Ordinances  of  1945  is  not 
in  itself  a  "voteofsuoh  body"  within  the  meaning 
of  section  53  of  chapter  130.  In  my  opinion, 
thereto  thi  ordinance  in  question  fails  to  con- 
form to  the  relevant  statutes  in  thai  it  purports 
to  delegate  the  licensing  power  of  the  Council 
to  a  committee  of  its  members. 

I  feel  it  neoessarj  also  to  call  attention  to  the 
last  paragraph  of  section  52  which  provides  as 
follows: 

.  .  .  Every  city  or  town  which  exer- 
cises the  authority  over  such  coastal  fisheries 
as  provided  in  this  section  shall  set  aside  an 
area  or  areas  not  then  in  private  control  or 
under  municipal  cultivation  in  which  the 
commercial  taking  of  shellfish  shall  be  pro- 
hibited and  from  which  shellfish  may  be  taken 
for  his  own  family  use  by  any  inhabitant  of  the 
commonwealth  holding  a  permit  therefor  from 
such  city  or  town.  .  .  ."  (Emphasis 
supplied.) 

The  ordinance  now  under  consideration 
obviously  does  not  make  the  provision  required 
by  the  language  just  quoted.  In  my  opinion  it  is 
objectionable  also  on  this  ground.  Compare 
Commonwealth  v.  Hilton,  174  Mass.  29,  32. 
Yours  very  truly, 

James  A.  Kelleher, 
Acting  Corporation  Counsel. 
Referred  to  Committee  on  Ordinances. 
Later    in    the    session,    on    motion    of    Coun. 
SCANNELL,    the    matter   was    taken   from    the 
Committee    on    Ordinances    and    referred    to    the 
Executive  Committee. 


VETO  OF  NAMING  OF  STREET  JUNCTION 
FOR  VETERAN. 

The  following  was  received: 

City  of  Boston, 
Office  of  the  Mayor,  February  26,  1946. 
To  the  City  Council. 

Gentlemen, — I  return  herewith  without  my 
signature  and  disapproved  the  order  of  your 
Honorable  Body  to  name  the  junction  of  Harrison 
avenue  and  Northampton  street  in  honor  of  a 
veteran  who  was  killed  in  World  War  2. 

The  custom  of  naming  streets,  avenues,  parks 
and  squares  after  veterans  who  lost  their  lives  in 
the  service  was  inaugurated  shortly  after  the 
conclusion  of  World  War  I  and  there  are  but  few 
locations  which  were  not  preempted  for  the  purpose 
in  the  next  few  years. 

It  is  my  intention  at  an  early  date  to  appoint 
a  commission  to  discover  what  parks,  streets  and 
squares  are  still  available  to  be  named  after 
departed  heroes  and  to  determine  those  most 
entitled  to  the  honor. 

Accordingly  I  am  of  the  opinion  that  all  such 
proposals  should  be  considered  by  the  commission 
before  final  action  thereon,  and  therefore  I  am 
constrained  to  veto  this  order  which  undoubtedly 
has  great  merit. 

Respectfully, 
James  M.  Cuhley,  Mayor. 

Placed  on  file. 


APPOINTMENT   OF   COMMITTEE 
MEMORIALIZING   VETERANS. 
The  following  was  received: 

City  of  Boston, 
Office  of  the  Mayor,  February  28,  1946. 
To  the  City  Council. 

— It  is  obvious  that  the  termination 
of  hostilities  will  result  in  many  requests  for  the 
naming  of  squares  or  circles  in  memory  of  residents 
of  Boston  who  were  killed  or  died  in  the  service  of 
our  country.  It  is  equally  obvious  that  neither  the 
City  Council,  nor  the  Mayor,  have  the  facilities 
or  the  time  to  weigh  and  adjudge  each  such 
request. 

In  order,   therefore,   that   we  may  cooperate  in 
the   naming   of  squares   or   circles   in   memory  of 


those  most  deserving  of  that  honor,  I  hereby 
appoint  the  following-named  Committee  Memo- 
rializing Veterans,  to  whom  I  shall  look  for  advice 
before  approving  any  orders  for  the  naming  of 
squares  or  circles: 

Richard  Casey,  Chairman,  Board  of  Street 
Commissioners. 

I:.   :d  I    !•':•::  klcv   Ssldtsrs  h:lnf  Cr.mmissicnsr. 

.1.  Ralph  Granara,  Veterans'  Graves  Registration 
Officer. 

It  shall  be  the  function  of  this  committee,  among 
other  things,  to  determine  the  degree  of  merit 
attached  to  each  case;  whether  the  spot  to  be 
named  is  desirable;  whether  the  individual  was  a 
resident  of  that  area;  whether  or  not  other  indi- 
viduals in  that  area  are  entitled  to  consideration ; 
whether  or  not  veterans  organizations  approve 
the  proposed  naming,  and  other  related  information 
which  will  permit  the  naming  of  squares  and 
circles  for  those  who  sacrificed  their  lives  in  the 
service  of  our  nation. 

It  is  my  suggestion  that  before  members  of  your 
Honorable  Body  submit  an  order  for  passage, 
that  you  first  submit  all  available  information  in 
the  case  to  the  Committee.  It  is  most  desirable 
that  we  exercise  our  authority  in  this  matter  with 
proper  caution  and  with  proper  regard  for  all  the 
facts.  It  should  be  our  purpose  to  accord  the 
honor  of  naming  a  square  or  circle  to  only  those 
who  are  richly  entitled  to  this  memorial.  It  is  my 
intention  to  be  guided  by  the  advice  of  the  com- 
mittee in  all  future  cases. 

Respectfully, 
James  M.  Curley,  Mayor. 

Placed  on  file. 

Coun.  SULLIVAN— Mr.  President,  I  would  like 
to  have  you  inform  the  City  Messenger  to  have 
mimeographed  copies  of  this  communication  which 
was  just  read  made  for  all  members  of  the  Council, 
and  in  the  future  have  this  done  and  all  com- 
munications received  regarding  the  naming  of 
such  circles  or  squares,  so  we  will  have  this  in- 
formation on  hand. 

Chairman  FISH — The  suggestion  is  a  very  good 
one,  and  the  Chair  will  so  inform  the  City  Messen- 
ger. 


STREETS  SET  ASIDE  FOR  COASTING. 
The  following  was  received: 

City  of  Boston, 
Office  of  the  Mayor,  February  25,  1946. 
To  the  City  Council. 

Gentlemen, — I  transmit  herewith  communica- 
tion from  the  Board  of  Street  Commissioners  in 
reply  to  your  order  of  February  4,  1946,  regarding 
streets  to  be  set  aside  for  coasting  in  Ward  15  and 
other  wards  in  the  city. 

Respectfully, 
James  M.  Curley,  Mayor. 

City  of  Boston, 
Board  of  Street  Commissioners, 

February  20,  1946. 
Hon.  James  M.  Curley, 

Mayor  of  Boston. 
Dear  Sir, — In  reference  to  the  attached  order  of 
the   City   Council  requesting  that  streets   be  set 
aside  for  coasting  in  Ward  15  and  other  wards  in 
the  city,  I  beg  to  state  that,  under  an  order  of  the 
Board  of  Street  Commissioners,  approved  by  the 
Mayor  on  February  13,  certain  streets  in  the  various 
police   districts    of    the    city    were    designated    as 
coasting  streets.     The  placing  of  coasting  signs  is 
a  matter  for  the  Police  Department. 
Respectfully, 
Richard  L.  Casey,  Chairman. 
Placed  on  file.  • 


REPAIRS    TO    MIDLAND    STREET, 
DORCHESTER. 
The  following  was  received: 

City  of  Boston, 
Office  of  the  Mayor,  February  20,  1946. 
To  the  City  Council. 

Gentlemen, — I  transmit  herewith  communica- 
tion from  the  Commissioner  of  Public  Works  in 
reply  to  your  order  of  January  14,  1946,  regarding 
repairs  to  Midland  street,  Dorchester. 

Respectfully, 
James  M.  Curley,  Mayor. 


MARCH    4,     1946. 
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City  of  Boston, 
Public  Works  Department 
TT  „,  February  19,  1946. 

Hon.  James  M.  Curley, 

Mayor  of  Boston. 
Dear  Mr.  Mayor, — I  return  herewith  order  of 
the  City  Council  passed  at  its  meeting  of  January 
14  and  reading  as  follows: 

"Ordered,  That  his  Honor  the  Mayor  direct 
the  Commissioner  of  Public  Works  to  make 
repairs,  or  direct  the  contractor  to  make  repairs, 
to  Midland  street,  in  the  Savin  Hill  section  of 
Boston,  so  that  all  danger  to  life  and  limb  will  be 
removed." 

This  street  is  still  under  contract,  and  I  assure 
you  that,  just  as  soon  as  weather  conditions 
permit,  Charles  Capone,  the  contractor  for  the 
work,  will  be  directed  to  remedy  the  conditions 
mentioned  in  this  order. 

Respectfully  yours, 

Robert    P.  'Curley, 
Commissioner  of  Public  Works. 
Placed  on  file. 


TRAFFIC     HAZARD,     EDWARD    EVERETT 
SQUARE. 
The  following  was  received: 

City   of   Boston, 
Office  of  the  Mayor,  February  21,  1946. 
To  the  City  Council. 

Gentlemen, — I  transmit  herewith  communica- 
tion from  the  Traffic  Commissioner  in  reply  to 
your  order  of  January  21,  1946,  regarding  traffic 
hazard  now  existing  in  the  vicinity  of  Edward 
Everett  square,  Ward  7. 

Respectfully, 
James  M.  Curley,  Mayor. 


City  of  Boston, 
Traffic     Commission,     February  20,  1946. 
Hon.  James  M.  Curley, 

Mayor  of  Boston. 

Dear  Mr.  Mayor, — This  is  in  acknowledgment 
of  Council  Order  dated  January  21,   1946,  which 
'  reads  as  follows: 

"Ordered,  That  the  Traffic  Commission  be 
requested,  through  his  Honor  the  Mayor,  to 
study  the  traffic  hazard  now  existing  in  the  vicinity 
of  Edward  Everett  square,  Ward  7,  for  the  purpose 
of  installing  traffic  lights  or  constructing  an 
underpass  or  overpass,  whichever  may  be  feasible." 

We  are  aware  of  the  serious  traffic  hazard 
which  exists  at  this  large  junction.  Happily,  the 
accident  record  during  the  past  four  years  shows  a 
definite  reduction  as  compared  with  the  previous 
four  years.  However,  this  may  be  attributed  to 
decreased  traffic  during  the  war  years  and  does 
not  necessarily  predict  improvement  from  now  on. 

Because  of  the  number  of  entering  streets  and 
the  peculiar  physical  layout  of  this  intersection  — 
complicated  by  the  direction  of  street  car  move- 
ments —  our  engineers  do  not  believe  that  a 
successful  traffic  signal  installation  could  be  made. 

It  is  assumed  that  the  suggested  overpass  or 
underpass  is  intended  to  accommodate  the  major 
volume  of  vehicular  traffic  passing  through  the 
intersection.  It  is  our  opinion  that  an  overpass 
would  be  costly  and  unsightly,  and  we  cannot 
visualize  such  a  structure  which  would  materially 
reduce  the  accident  hazard. 

It  is  conceivable  that  an  elaborate  underpass  or 
system  of  underpasses  could  be  designed.  Such 
construction  would  entail  rather  extensive  land- 
taking  and  would  be  very  costly.  No  reasonable 
estimate  of  cost  could  be  arrived  at  without 
extensive  engineering  surveys  and  studies. 

This  commission  has  recently  designed  an 
island  in  the  throat  of  Columbia  road  at  the  east 
side  of  the  intersection.  We  believe  that  this 
island  would  serve  as  a  haven  in  mid-stream 
traffic  for  the  many  children  who  cross  daily  at 
this  point  in  going  to  and  from  the  three  schools 
in  the  immediate  vicinity.  We  intend  to  submit 
this  plan  to  the  Board  of  Street  Commissioners 
for  approval  and  to  the  Public  Works  Department 
with  a  recommendation  that  it  be  constructed. 
Respectfully  yours, 
William  P.  Hickey,  Commissioner. 

Placed  on  file. 


CONSTRUCTION   OF  MUNICIPAL 
BUILDING   BY   WHITE   FUND. 
The  following  was  received: 

City  of  Boston, 
Office  of  the  Mayor,  February  25,  1946. 
To  the  City  Council. 

Gentlemen, — I  transmit  herewith  communication 
from  the  Trustees  of  the  George  Robert  White 
Fund  in  reply  to  your  order  of  January  28,  1946, 
regarding  the  construction  of  a  municipal  building 
in  the  West  Roxbury  section  of  Boston. 
Respectfully, 
James  M.  Curley,  Mayor. 

City  of  Boston, 
George  Robert  White  Fund, 

February  15,  1946. 
J.  Joseph  Connors,  Esq., 

Chief  Clerk,  Mayor's  Office. 
Dear  Sir, — -At  a  meeting  of  the  trustees  of  the 
George    Robert    White    Fund,    held    on    Friday, 
February  15,  1946,  quoting  from  the  records: 

"Orders  passed  in  the  City  Council,  January  28, 
1946,  requesting  the  trustees  of  the  fund  to  con- 
struct a  municipal  building  in  the  West  Roxbury 
section  of  Boston,  and  a  veterans  memorial,  with 
a  seating  capacity  of  at  least  2,000,  in  the  Roslin- 
dale section,  were  considered.  After  discussion 
it  was  the  opinion  of  the  trustees  that  construction 
of  the  proposed  projects  from  the  income  of  the 
fund  would  be  contrary  to  the  following  provision 
contained  in  the  Will  of  the  late  Mr.  White: 

"It  is  my  intention  that  no  part  of  said  income, 
however,  shall  be  used  for  .  .  .  any  purpose 
which  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  city  in  the  ordinary 
course  of  events  to  provide." 

Respectfully  submitted, 
Charles  S.  Fox,  Secretary. 
Placed  on  file. 


INSTALLATION   OF   TRAFFIC   LIGHTS, 
JAMAICA   PLAIN. 

The  following  was  received: 

City  of  Boston, 
Office  of  the  Mayor,  March  2,  1946. 
To  the  City  Council. 

Gentlemen, — I  transmit  herewith  communica- 
tion from  the  Traffic  Commissioner  in  reply  to 
your  order  of  January  21,  1946,  to  erect  traffic 
lights  at  the  junction  of  Brown  avenue  and  Cum- 
mins Highway,  Roslindale,  and  Centre  street  and 
Louder's  lane,  Jamaica  Plain. 

Respectfully, 
James  M.  Curley,  Mayor. 

City  of  Boston, 
Traffic  Commission,  February  27,  1946. 
Hon.  James  M.  Curley, 

Mayor  of  Boston. 
Dear  Mr.  Mayor, — This  is  in  reply  to  Council 
Order   dated   January   21,    1946,    which   reads   as 
follows: 

"Ordered,  That  the  Boston  Traffic  Commission 
be  requested,  through  his  Honor  the  Mayor,  to 
erect  traffic  lights  at  the  junction  of  Brown  avenue 
and  Cummins  Highway,  Roslindale,  and  Centre 
street  and  Louder's  lane,  Jamaica  Plain." 

It  is  the  opinion  of  the  engineers  of  this  commis- 
sion that  neither  the  accident  records  nor- the 
volumes  of  cross  traffic  at  these  two  intersections 
warrant  the  installation  of  automatic  traffic 
signals. 

Respectfully  yours, 
William  P.  Hickey,  Commissioner. 
Placed  on  file. 


WIDENING   OF   POPLAR   STREET. 
ROSLINDALE. 

The  following  was  received: 

City  of  Boston, 
Office  of  the  Mayor,  March  1,  1946. 
To  the  City  Council. 

Gentlemen, — I  transmit  herewith  communica- 
tion from  the  Commissioner  of  Public  Works  in 
reply  to  your  order. of  February  25,  1946,  regarding 
the  widening  and  reconstructing  of  Poplar  street, 
from  Canterbury  to  Beech  streets,  Roslindale. 
Respectfully, 
James  M.  Curley,  Mayor. 


JM> 
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.if  Boston, 
Publio  Works  Department,  March  I.  1940. 
Hon.  .lames  M.  Curley, 

Maj  or  of  Boston. 
Dear  Mr.   Mayor, — 1  return  herewith  order  of 
the    City    Council,    passed    at     its    meeting    of 
February  25,  ami  loading  as  follows: 

"Ordered,  Thai  the  Commissioner  of  Public 
Works  be  requested,  through  his  Honor  the  Mayor, 
to  widen  ami  reconstruct  Poplai  street,  from  Can- 
terbury to  Beech  si  reels,  Roslindale." 

Since  the  order  oalls  for  the  widening  of  this 
portion  of  Poplar  street,  I  would  suggest  that  the 
order  be  referred  to  the  Board  of  Street  Commis- 
sioners for  consideration.  This  department  eonld 
do  nothing  in  the  mat  lei  of  widening  and  con- 
structing this  street  unless  an  order  to  that  effect 
comes  from  that  Board. 

Respectfully  yours, 

Robert  P.  Curley, 
Commissioner  of  Public  Works. 
Placed  on  file. 


INSTALLATION     OF     TRAFFIC      SIGNALS 
WARD    7. 
The  following  was  received: 

City  of  Boston, 
Office  of  the  Mayor,  March  2,  1946. 
To  the  City  Council. 

Gentlemen, — I  transmit  herewith  communica- 
tion from  the  Traffic  Commissioner  in  reply  to 
your  order  of  February  18,  1946,  regarding  the 
installation  of  automatic  traffic  signals  at  the 
corner  of  East  Eighth  and  L  streets,  Ward  7. 
Respectfully, 
James  M.  Curley,  Mayor. 

City  of  Boston, 
Traffic  Commission,  February  27,  1946. 
Hon.  James  M.  Curley, 

Mayor  of  Boston. 

Dear  Mr.  Mayor, — This  is  in  reply  to  Council 
Order  dated  February  18,  1946,  which  reads  as 
follows: 

"Ordered,  That  the  Traffic  Commissioner  be 
requested,  through  his  Honor  the  Mayor,  to  install 
automatic  traffic  signals  at  the  corner  of  East 
Eighth  and  L  streets,  Ward  7,  which  is  a  very 
dangerous  intersection." 

It  is  the  opinion  of  the  engineers  of  this  Com- 
mission that  traffic  conditions  at  the  intersection 
of'East  Eighth  street  and  L  street  do  not  warrant 
the  installation  of  an  automatic  traffic  signal. 

There  are  certain  minimum  conditions  which 
must  obtain  before  the  approval  of  the  State 
Department  of  Public  Works  can  be  secured  for  a 
traffic  signal  installation.  The  volume  of  cross 
traffic  using  L  street  is  below  the  minimum 
requirements. 

Furthermore,  while  it  is  to  be  deplored  that 
serious  accidents  have  occurred  at  this  inter- 
section, the  record  shows  that  the  number  of  these 
accidents  is  far  below  that  at  hundreds  of  other 
non-signalized  intersections  throughout  the  city. 
Respectfully  yours, 
William  P.  Hickey,  Commissioner. 

Placed  on  file. 


APPOINTMENT    BY    THE    MAYOR. 

Subject  to  confirmation  by  the  Council,  the 
Mayor  submitted  the  following  appointment: 

Weigher  of  Goods  for  term  ending  April  30, 
1946:  Mr.  Joseph  F.  Noonan,  266  Bowdoin  street, 
Dorchester,  Mass. 

Laid  over  a  week  under  the  law. 


PETITIONS    REFERRED. 

The  following  petitions  were  received  and 
referred  to  the  committees  named,  viz.: 

Claims. 

Henry  'J'.  Arnold,  for  compensation  for  damage 
to  car  by  ear  of  Police  Department. 

Beaver  Beer  and  Ale  Company,  Inc.,  for  eom- 
ion  for  damage  to  car  by  snowplow. 

Leonard  A.  Donnelly,  for  compensation  for 
damage  to  car  by  snowplow. 

Stanley  M.  Epstein,  for  compensation  for  per- 
sonal injuries  due  to  snOW  and  ice  on  Massachu- 
setts avenue. 


Samuel  Gersfl,  for  compensation  for  damage  to 
car  by  fire  truck. 

George  W.  Hall,  for  compensation  for  damage 
to  car  by  city  ear. 

Ida  Lazar,  for  compensation  for  personal 
injuries  caused  by  alleged  defect  in  Pike's  alley. 

Martin  J.  Lee,  for  compensation  for  personal 
injuries  due  to  alleged  defect  on  sidewalk  at  Centre 
and  Weld  streets,  West  Roxbury. 

Jeanne  Lezberg,  for  compensation  for  damage  to 
car  by  fire  apparatus. 

Thomas  C.  McCarthy,  to  be  reimbursed  as 
result  of  accident  which  occurred  while  in  per- 
formance of  duty. 

Michael  Joseph  Murphy,  for  compensation  for 
damage  to  property  at  3  Alleghany  street,  caused 
by  collapse  of  hot  water  boiler. 

Joseph  Pacotto,  for  compensation  for  damage  to 
property  at  22  Humes  road,  Dorchester,  caused 
by  city  truck. 

Saul  Quinn,  for  compensation  for  personal 
injuries  caused  by  alleged  hole  in  street  at  2032 
Columbus  avenue. 

Mrs.  Mary  Robinson,  for  compensation  for 
broken  glasses  caused  by  snow  falling  from  roof  of 
Old  Bowdoin  School,  corner  of  Myrtle  street. 

The  Sign  Shop,  for  compensation  for  damage  to 
property  at  48  Geneva  avenue,  caused  by  negli- 
gence of  employees  of  Water  Department. 

Charles  C.  Smith,  for  compensation  for  damage 
to  car  by  truck  of  Fire  Department. 

Paul  Wilkening,  for  reimbursement  of  execution. 

Arthur  and  E.  Beattie,,  for  compensation  for 
damage  to  property  at  36  Highland  street,  Rox- 
bury, caused  by  snowplow. 

Peter  P.  Lanzo,  for  compensation  for  damage  to 
car  by  city  truck. 

Executive. 
Petition  of  Marie  Cullinane,  to  be  paid  annuity 
on  account  of  death  of  husband,  Joseph  P.  Cul- 
linane, late  member  of  Police  Department. 

Committee  on  County  Accounts. 
Petition    of   Matthew    L.    Kelly,    employee   of 
Penal    Institutions    Department,    for    retirement 
under    provisions    of    chapter    32,   section    58,   of 
General  Laws. 

Committee   on    Licenses. 
Petition    of    Dedham    Transit    Lines,    Inc.,    for 
license   to   operate   motor  vehicles   from   Dedham 
line  to  Readville. 


TRANSIENT    VENDOR'S    LICENSE. 

A  petition  for  transient  vendor's  license  for 
sale  of  vitamins  and  health  foods  at  New  England 
Mutual  Hall  was  received  from  Florence  McCollum, 
together   with   bond. 

License  issued,  under  usual  conditions. 


AMENDMENT    OF    COMPENSATION    AND 
CLASSIFICATION  PLANS. 

The  following  was  received: 

City  of  Boston, 
Budget  Department,  March  4,  1946. 
To  the  City  Council, 

Gentlemen, — Your  order  of  February  18,  1946, 
to  amend  the  Compensation  and  Classification 
Plans  and  Rules  for  the  Officers  and  Employees  of 
Suffolk  County,  as  it  affected  the  Assistant  Clerk 
of  Courts  of  the  District  Court  of  Chelsea,  has  had 
my  consideration.  I  respectfully  disapprove  of 
the  same. 

While  your  order  refers  to  Assistant  Clerk  of 
Courts,  it  appears  that  this  refers  to  the  First 
Assistant  Clerk  of  Court  whose  range  of  compensa- 
tion under  date  of  March  14,  1945,  was  established 
in  the  County  Classification  and  Compensation 
Plan  as,  "Annual  S2,200-$2,400-.152,600-.$2,700." 
It  also  appears  that  as  of  March  14,  1945,  the 
salary  of  this  position  was  advanced  to  the  maximum 
of  this  class,  due  probably  to  the  fact  that  the 
incumbent  had  over  five  years'  service. 

Under  Rule  9(C)  of  the  County  Compensation 
Plan,  it  is  provided  that  county  employees,  under 
sliding  scale,  shall  advance  by  successive  steps 
after  the  completion  of  the  period  of  service  of  not 
less  than  twelve  months,  and,  further,  that  salary 
advancement  within  the  class  shall  be  limited  to 
one   increase  a  year.     While   the  rule  contains  a 
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proviso  permitting  the  Mayor  to  make  exceptions 
in  individual  cases,  nevertheless  I  feel  that  excep- 
tions of  this  character  should  be  discouraged 
rather    than    encouraged. 

The  purpose  of  the  Classification  Plan  was  to 
establish  a  basic  salary  with  sliding  scale  increases 
over  several  years.  The  fact  that  the  position  of 
First  Assistant  Clerk  is  now  established  at  the 
maximum  rate,  without  following  the  procedure  of 
annual  increments,  does  not,  in  my  opinion, 
justify  the  establishment  of  a  new  scale  rate  so 
soon  after  the  rate  established  as  of  March  14, 
1945. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

Rupert  S.  Carven, 
Budget    Commissioner. 

Referred  to  Committee  on  County  Accounts. 


APPOINTMENT  OF  FRANK  H.  NORRIS. 

Notice  was  received  from  the  Health  Commis- 
sioner of  appointment  of  Frank  H.  Norris,  6 
Holbrook  street,  Jamaica  Plain,  as  inspector  of 
housing  and  sanitation  at  $1,800  a  year  plus 
$200  E.  C.  A.,  effective  February  27,  1946. 

Placed  on  file. 


JURORS    DRAWN. 

Jurors  were  drawn,  Coun  MADDEN  presiding 
at  the  box  in  the  absence  of  the  Mayor,  as  follows: 

Sixty-three  traverse  jurors,  Superior  Criminal 
Court,  to  appear  April  1,  1946: 

Clarence  Gaudet,  Ward  1 ;  Vincenzo  Greco, 
Ward  1;  Carmelo  Piacenza,  Ward  1;  Arthur  R. 
Poquett,  Ward  1 ;  Michele  Siraco,  Ward  1;  Francis 
C.  Whitney,  Ward  2;  Frank  Bonfiglio,  Ward  3; 
Fred  H.  Bowman,  Ward  4;  Don  D.  Bristol, 
Ward  4;  Charles  E.  Chapman,  Ward  4;  William 
H.  Condon,  Ward  4;  Frank  L.  Hatch,  Ward  4; 
James  G.  Reilly,  Ward  4;  Cornelius  Hennessey, 
Ward  5;  Thomas  J.  Stanton,  Ward  5;  Lawrence 
Wall,  Ward  5;  Joseph  Coan,  Ward  6;  James  T. 
Banford,  Ward  7;  Arthur  H.  Flebotte,  Ward  7; 
Leonard  A.  Murphv,  Ward  7;  Albert  H.  Harnden, 
Ward  8;  Patrick  McLaughlin,  Ward  8;  Joseph 
Moore,  Ward  8;  Thomas  A.  Carbone,  Ward  9; 
Edgar  S.   Harrington,   Ward  9. 

Frank  L.  McGovern,  Ward  10;  Otto  W.  P. 
Youngren,  Ward  10;  William  T.  English,  Ward 
11;  John  J.  Shaughnessy,  Ward  11;  Percy  R. 
Wilson,  Ward  11;  Lasar  Shore,  Ward  12;  Albert 
J.  Woodworth,  Ward  13;  Frank  M.  Glynn,  Ward 
14;  Albert  Shapiro,  Ward  14;  Joseph  M.  Wolf, 
Ward  14;  Arthur  S.  Galvin,  Ward  15;  Edward  J. 
Higgins,  Ward  15;  Walter  W.  Cronin,  Ward  16;  ' 
Francis  D.  Flynn,  Ward  16;  Thomas  E.  Hannigan, 
Ward  16;  James  R.  Jefferey,  Ward  16;  Thomas 
M.  Kelley,  Ward  16;  Harry  J.  Aylward,  Ward 
17;  William  A.  Burmeister,  Ward  17;  Myer 
Kaplan,  Ward  17;  John  W.  Warren,  Ward  17; 
Guy  F.  Avery,  Ward  18;  Lawrence  Hughes, 
Ward  18;  Fred  D.  A.  King,  Ward  18;  Arthur 
Larsen,  Ward  18;  Arthur  A.  McCann,  Ward  18; 
William  F.  Tilley,  Ward  18;  Nicholas  Sibotti, 
Ward  18;  Richard  Douglas,  Ward  19;  Thomas 
J.  O'Brien,  Ward  19;  John  S.  Dick,  Ward  20; 
Byron  W.  Eastman,  Ward  20;  Elmer  B.  Johnson, 
Ward  20;  Nasim  Khouri,  Ward  20;  Francis  H. 
McDonough,  Ward  20;  Abraham  N.  Karp, 
Ward  21;  John  Pandy,  Ward  21;  Jules  J. 
Solomon,  Ward  21. 

One  hundred  thirty  traverse  jurors,  Superior 
Civil  Court,  to  appear  April  1,  1946: 

Eugenio  Vito  Barone,  Ward  1;  William  E.  Butler 
Ward  1 ;  Neil  E.  Matheson,  Ward  1 ;  Andrea  Mor- 
ena,  Ward  1;  James  B.  Brophy,  Ward  2; 'Harry  J. 
Johnson,  Ward  2;  Michael  C.  Keleher,  Ward  2; 
Clarence  A.  Richards;  Ward  2;  George  Henry 
Walsh,  Ward  2;  Domenic  Calderone,  Ward  3;  James 
B.  Gillboy,  Ward  3;  Wallace  Glick,  Ward  3;  Joseph 
Greenblatt,  Ward  3;  Melvin  Howland,  Ward  3; 
John  B.  MacDonald,  Ward  3;  Edward  I.  Rothman, 
Ward  3;  Joseph  Thomas,  Ward  3;  Francis  X.  Cot- 
ter, Ward  4;  George  F.  Dustin,  Ward  4;  Ernest  C. 
Saunders,  Ward  4;  Frank  A.  Specht,  Ward  4;  Vin- 
cent E.  Vaughan,  Ward  4;  Joseph  Markowski,  Ward 
5;  Harry  R.  Marr,  Ward  5;  Ernest  Penenka,  Ward 
5;  James  Sheehan,  Ward  5;  Ira  T.  House,  Ward  6; 
Frank  McCormick,  Ward  6;  David  Dunbar, 
Ward  7;  Patrick  J.  Harty,  Ward  7;  Daniel  H. 
Driscoll,   Ward   8;   George  L.   O'Hearn,  Ward  8; 


Bruno  J.  Simonetti,  Ward  8;  Herbert  Spencer, 
Ward  8;  Washington  Campbell,  Ward  9;  William 
H.  Greene,  Ward  9;  James  T.  Langan,  Ward  9; 
Laurence  L.  Phillips,  Ward  9. 

James  J.  Kerrissey,  Ward  10;  Richard  M. 
Mahoney,  Ward  10;  Patrick  J.  McCarthy,  Ward 
10;  John  Flaherty,  Ward  11;  Joseph  L.  Hanney, 
Ward  11;  Chester  F.  Hayes,  Ward  11;  Harry  S. 
Keelan,  Ward  11;  Arthur  J.  Kelly,  Ward  11; 
James  Murray,  Ward  11;  Martin  B.  Peterson, 
Ward  11;  Albert  Barg,  Ward  12;  Louis  H.  Berlin, 
Ward  12;  Harry  Fisher,  Ward  12;  Arthur  A. 
Gilmore,  Ward  12;  John  Marder,  Ward  12;  Nathan 
Savitsky,  Ward  12;  Leo  F.  Doble,  Ward  13; 
Joseph  W.  Harding,  Ward  13;  Peter  Vesa,  Ward  13; 
Edson  H.  White,  Ward  13;  James  A.  Coughlin, 
Ward  14;  Louis  Gottlieb,  Ward  14;  Abraham  I. 
Kaufman,  Ward  14;  Eugene  F.  Martin,  Ward  14; 
Louis  Miller,  Ward  14;  Hyman  Silverstein, 
Ward  14. 

Ernest  L.  Benard,  Ward  15;  Edmund  A. 
Downey,  Ward  15;  John  Fitton,  Ward  15;  John 
M.  Healy,  Ward  15;  James  H.  Lannan,  Ward  15; 
Jeremiah  J.  Murphy,  Ward  15;  Walter  Purcell, 
Ward  15;  Clarence  Walker,  Ward  15;  Charles  A. 
Curran,  Ward  16;  Edward  Doyle,  Ward  16; 
Jeremiah  Leary,  Ward  16;  Frank  L.  O'Brien, 
Ward  16;  Frank  J.  Quinn,  Ward  16;  George  F. 
Sliney,  Ward  16;  Carl  G.  Anderson,  Ward  17; 
Everett  J.  Bryan,  Ward  17;  David  B.  Edmonds, 
Ward  17;  Charles  B.  Gray,  Ward  17;  Peter  Hen- 
dricks, Jr.,  Ward  17;  Walter  J.  Norton,  Ward  17; 
James  A.  Peterson,  Ward  17;  Jeremiah  Sullivan, 
Ward  17;  Louis  G.  Amuzzini,  Ward  18;  Harry  A. 
Baldwin,  Ward  18;  Frank  Barrett,  Ward  18; 
William  Burdulis,  Ward  18;  George  J.  Graves, 
Ward  18;  John  S.  Holmberg,  Ward  18;  Edward  A. 
Malley,  Ward  18;  Antonio  Monaco,  Ward  18; 
Edward  C.  Borsare,  Ward  19;  Thomas  A. 
Broderick,  Ward  19;  George  E.  Laurent,  Ward  19; 
John  Tierney,  Ward  19;  Roy  A.  Van  Wart,  Ward 
19;   John  H.  Witham,  Ward  19. 

Harry  O.  Baker,  Ward  20;  William  J.  Hall, 
Ward  20;  James  E.  Hardcastle,  Ward  20;  John 
Kalnin,  Ward  20;  James  J.  Kirwan,  Ward  20; 
John  McQuade,  Ward  20;  Joseph  Moraski,  Ward 
20;  William  F.  Mulrey,  Ward  20;  Andre  George 
E.  St.  Laurent,  Ward  20;  William  E.  Burke, 
Ward  21;  James  W.  Cass,  Ward  21;  Samuel  W. 
Cassin,  Ward  21 ;  Stephen  P.  Constantin,  Ward  21 ; 
Aaron  D.  Fechter,  Ward  21;  Harold  E.  Gordon, 
Ward  21;  Russell  E.  MacDonald,  Ward  21; 
Peter  Francis  McGrath,  Ward  21;  Joseph  Peters, 
Ward  21;  James  W.  Stewart,  Ward  21;  Max 
Wegman,  Ward  21;  Charles  E.  Whalen,  Ward  21; 
Raymond  Zindle,  Ward  21;  Thomas  F.  Athv, 
Ward  22;  William  H.  Coughlin,  Ward  22;  Paul  B. 
Fenton,  Ward  22;  James  F.  Ford,  Ward  22; 
Philip  Martino,  Ward  22;  Arthur  H.  Melcher, 
Ward  22;  Ernest  Petermann,  Ward  22;  George  J. 
Sullivan,  Ward  22. 

Coun  CAREY — Mr.  President,  while  the  City 
Messenger  is  informing  the  Mayor  of  the  venire  of 
jurors,  I  was  wondering  if  we  could  have  read  the 
communication  received  today  from  the  Law 
Department  regarding  the  so-called  shellfish 
ordinance. 

President  KELLY — The  clerk  will  read  the 
communication. 

(The  clerk  read  the  communication  from  the 
Law  Department.) 

Coun.  KINSELLA — Mr.  President,  are  we  to 
understand — this  is  a  point  of  information — are 
we  to  understand,  Mr.  President,  that  the  instru- 
ment known  as  the  shellfish  ordinance  is  itself 
illegal,  or  was  it  improperly  drawn? 

President  KELLY— A  little  of  both.  It  was 
drawn  by  the  City  Clerk.  It  is  a  little  of  both. 
The  City  Clerk  further  informs  me  it  is  illegal  for 
the  Committee  on  Licenses  to  issue  any  more 
permits. 

Coun.  KINSELLA — Mr.  President,  we  are 
finding  all  these  things  out  at  a  late  date.  Several 
weeks  ago  one  of  the  Boston  newspapers  carried  a 
story  that  the  City  Council  had  far  exceeded  itself 
in  passing  many  ordinances  which  it  is  rumored 
are  illegal.  I  think  it  is  a  direct  insult  to  the 
intelligence  of  every  one  of  us  present  here  to  be 
asked  to  toy  with  something  in  the  nature  of  an 
ordinance  designed  to  help  the  general  public,  and 
we  find  the  best  legal  opinion  at  the  time  either 
supports  or  condemns  it,  and  if  they  report  on  it 
and  we  pass  it,  we  find  out  it  was  improperly 
drawn  or  we  were  improperly  informed,  and  if  we 
condemn  it  and  we  take  no  further  action  on  it  we 
find  we  are  remiss  and  lax  in  our  duties  as  public 
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servants.  When  are  we  going  to  get  any  reliable 
information  in  the  Boston  City  Council'.'  1  am, 
personally,  damned  sick  and  tired  of  attending 
meetings  here  where  they  bring  down  Assistant 
Corporation  Counsel,  at  a  salary  of  anywhere 
from  $5,500  to  $8,000  a  year,  and  we  wind  up 
months  later  with  the  rather  sour  knowledge  that 
the  result  of  our  unions,  after  hours  of  debate,  is 
illegal.  There  is  a  lot  of  tricky  and  involved  talk 
in  that  opinion,  which  could  be  summed  up  in  a 
few  short  words:  the  shellfish  ordinance  of  1945  is 
illegal;  There  isn'i  one  of  us  to  which  that  makes 
sense.  1  understood  the  clerk  to  read  one  point — 
and  1  was  not  listening  closely — that  the  Council 
cannot  delegate  to  a  committee  on  the  Council 
tho  right  to  issue  such  licenses  as  this.  In  the 
next  breath  I  thought  1  heard  him  say  that  it  was 
properly  a  business  of  the  Committee  on  Licenses. 
Did  anyone  else  hear  that? 

President  KELLY — I  understand,  councilor. 
that  the  reply  said  that  the  members  of  the  City 
Council  ilself  can  vote  on  a  license,  but  it  cannot 
delegate  the  power  to  the  Committee  on  Licenses 
to  issue  the  licenses. 

Coun.  KINSELLA— Well,  if  I  stay  here  long 
enough  I  will  lie  crazy  altogether.  I  still  don't 
quite  understand  it,  and  I  am  not  going  to  press  that 
point,  but  what  I  want  to  know  is — and  I  have  a 
right  to  ask  it,  and  I  have  a  right  to  demand  not 
to  be  made  a  fool  of — when  are  we  going  to  get 
legal  opinions  that  will  stand  up?  Tom  Hannon 
time  anil  time  again  called  meetings  of  the  Com- 
mittee on  Ordinances  last  summer,  and  finally, 
when  he  got  a  quorum  after  weeks  of  effort,  he 
brought  out  what  purported  to  be  a  perfect  instru- 
ment for  licensing  non-resident  clam  diggers.  We 
find  out  scarcely  eight  months  later  that  the  thing 
is  illegal.  Now,  this  is  not  a  life  or  death  matter, 
and  should  not  involve  any  long-winded  debate. 
But  it  is  a  matter  of  great  personal  concern  to 
every  member  of  the  City  Council  that  the  legal 
opinions  that  we  get  here  are  substantially  trust- 
worthy, honest  -and  reliable.  I  am  informed  that 
certain  other  ordinances  are  about  to  be  rescinded 
because  of  their  non-legality  at  the  tinle  we 
stupidly  and  foolishly — but  understandably — 
passed  them  into  something  that  resembles  law. 
It  is  a  crime  to  expect  us  to  come  in  here  and  sit 
down  and  argue  back  and  forth  in  all  sincerity 
and  honesty  with  each  other,  and  bring  out  of  the 
mountain  a  mole  hill.  If  there  is  any  other  mem- 
ber of  the  Council  that  has  a  similar  complaint  to 
air.  I  do  wish  he  wrould  speak  now.  We  are 
supposed  to  be  guided  by  the  best  opinion  in  the 
city — and  God  knows  we  pay  enough  for  it — -and 
then  we  find  out  that  none  of  it  is  reliable.  Does 
the  opinion  change  with  every  administration? 
Which  is  in  the  ascendancy — the  administration 
or  the  law?  I  would  like  to  know  which  takes 
precedence  over  the  other.  I  think  from  now  on  I 
will  just  draw  my  salary  and  just  stay  away  from 
here  on  Mondays  and  if  somebody  with  a  little 
knowledge  goes  into  our  actions  for  the  last  four 
years  they  might  find  out  that  the  pay  raises  we 
gave  are  illegal. 

Coun.  SCANNELL— Speaking  on  this  last 
message  from  the  Mayor,  I  would  like  to  have  the 
Corporation  Counsel  sent  for  and  have  that 
message  from  the  Mayor  taken  from  the  Committee 
on  Ordinances  and  put  into  the  Executive  Com- 
mittee to  see  if  we  can  clean  up  this  matter  today. 

President  KELLY — The  Corporation  Counsel 
will  be  sent  for.  You  make  a  motion  that  this 
order  be  taken  from  the  Committee  on  Ordinances 
and  referred  to  the  Executive  Committee,  and 
that  the  Corporation  Counsel  be  sent  for  today? 

Coun.  SCANNELI Yes. 

The  motion  was  carried. 

Coun.  FISH  in  t  he  chair. 


REPORT   OF   COMMITTEE   ON 
LEGISLATE  E    MATTERS. 

Coun.  HANNON,  for  the  Comrriittee  on  Lcgis- 
Mat  ters,  submit  ted  i  he  following: 

Report  on  resolve  (referred  February  25) 
approving  enactment  of  legislation  i  cabling  city  to 
pay  sum  of  money  to  parents  of  Francis  Ricci — 
that  same  ought  to  pass. 

Report  accepted;  said  resolve  passed. 

Coun.  CAREY  I  have  a  communication  from 
the  City  Council  of  Newburyport  regarding  the 
digging  of  clams  in  the  City  oi   Boston,  which  I 


would   like   to   refer   to    the    Body  and   ask    that   it 
be  referred  to  the  Executive  Committee. 

I'lic  communication  was  read  as  follows: 
Newburyport,    Mass., 
February  18,   1946. 
The  Honorable  City  Council  of  Boston. 

Gentlemen, — We,  members  of  (he  City  Council 
of  Newburyport,  have  been  appointed  as  a  com- 
mit tee  to  submit  recommendations  to  the  Council 
concerning  what  action  should  be  taken  on  a 
petition  received  from  the  Clammers  of  Newbury- 
port "to  take  proper  and  immediate  action  order- 
ing that  the  clam  purification  plant  be  closed 
until  something  is  done  to  permit  the  local  citizens 
to  dig  clams  in  other  communities." 

The  shellfish  treatment  plant  at  Newburyport, 
built,  owned  and  operated  by  this  city,  has  cost 
the  taxpayers  over  $31,000  for  construction  and 
repairs,  and  over  $13,000  for  maintenance  expenses. 
In  spite  of  this  cost,  the  city  of  Newburyport  is 
receiving  clams  from  Boston  for  purification, — 
extending  the  good  neighbor  policy.  Last  year, 
40. 80  per  cent  of  all  clams  purified  from  outside 
areas  came  from  the  Boston  area.  Our  clammers 
cannot  see  why  we  should  purify  Boston  dug 
clams  when  they  are  not  allowed  to  work  in  the 
Boston'area. 

At  the  present  time,  our  clammers,  some  of 
whom  are  World  War  II  veterans,  have  been  out 
of  work  since  July  of  last  year  due  to  the  State 
Department  of  Public  Health  closing  the  New- 
buryport area  to  all  digging. 

We  do  not  send  this  letter  in  an  attitude  of 
"let  our  clammers  in  or  else."  We  write  it  in  a 
spirit  of  humble  supplicants,  beseeching  you  as 
fair-minded  men  to  allow  a  limited  number  of 
Newburyport  clammers  to  dig  clams  in  your 
contaminated  area  until  their  area  is  opened  so 
that  they  can  get  back  to  work  again. 

We  would  greatly  appreciate  a  decision  con- 
cerning our  request  before  March  13,  1946,  so 
that  our  committee  can  submit  its  recommendation 
concerning  the  clammers' .  petition  to  the  City 
Council  of  Newburyport. 

Everett  M.  Follansbee. 
Carl  R.  Walton. 
Herbert  G.  Poland. 
Theodore  P.  Stanwood. 

Referred  to  Executive  Committee. 


BIDS  FOR  BATH  HOUSE  AND  SOLARIUM, 
ESPLANADE. 

Coun.  RUSSO  offered  the  following: 

Ordered,  That  the  Trustees  of  the  George  Robert 
White  Fund  be  requested,  through  his  Honor  the 
Mayor,  to  immediately  advertise  for  bids  for  the 
erection  of  a  bath  house  and  solarium  at  the 
Charles  River  Esplanade,  Ward  3. 

Coun.  RUSSO — Just  a  few  words  on  this  matter. 
This  is  something  I  have  had  pending  for  the 
last  four  years  or  more.  It  has  been  approved  by 
the  Trustees  of  the  George  Robert  White  Fund, 
and  blueprints  and  specifications  have  already 
been  made.  And  the  reason  it  has  no,t  been  let 
out  for  bids  is  on  account  of  the  war.  Now,  the 
war  has  ended,  and  it  is  something  that  is  needed 
in  the  district.  The  people  of  my  district  have 
been  patiently  waiting  and  have  been  patriotic 
on  this  question  because  of  the  war.  Now  that 
the  war  is  ended,  I  hope  it  will  be  advertised  for 
public  bids  as  soon  as  possible,  so  that  the  solarium 
can  be  started. 

The  order  was  passed  under  suspension  of  the 
rule. 


WARD   20   IMPROVEMENTS. 

Coun.  KELLY,  for  Coun.  BRYAN,  offered  the 
following: 

Ordered,  That  the  Board  of  Street  Commissioners 
be  requested,  through  his  Honor  the  Mayor, 
to  accept  and  lay  out  Pomona  avenue,  Ward  20, 
as  a  public  highway. 

Ordered,  That  the  Board  of  Street  Commissioners 
be  requested,  through  his  Honor  the  Mayor,  to 
accept  .and  lay  out,  Bullion  road,  Ward  20,  as  a 
public  highway. 

Ordered,  That  the  Commissioner  of  Public 
Works  be  requested,  through  his  Honor  the  Mayor, 
to  resurface  Conway  .street,  Ward  20. 


MARCH    4,     1946. 


102 


Ordered,  That  the  Commissioner  of  Public 
Works  be  requested,  through  his  Honpr  the  Mayor, 
to  resurface  Dwinnell  street,  Ward  20. 

Ordered,  That  the  Commissioner  of  Public 
Works  be  requested,  through  his  Honor  the 
Mayor,  to  reconstruct  the  sidewalks  on  Hewlett 
street,  Ward  20. 

Severally  passed  under  suspension  of  the  rule. 


"STOP"   SIGNS,   WARD   20. 

Coun.  KELLY,  for  Coun.  BRYAN,  offered  the 
following: 

Ordered,  That  the  Traffic  Commissioner  be 
requested,  through  his  Honor  the  Mayor,  to  place 
'Stop"  signs  on  Weld  street,  at  the  corner  of 
West  Roxbury  Parkway,  Ward  20. 

Ordered,  That  the  Traffic  Commissioner  be 
requested,  through  his  Honor  the  Mayor,  to  place  a 
"Stop"  sign  on  South  street,  at  the  corner  of 
Centre  street,  Ward  20. 

The  orders  were  severally  passed  under  sus- 
pension of  the  rule. 


INSTALLATION     OF     CATCH-BASINS 
WARD    20. 

Coun.  KELLY,  for  Coun.  BRYAN,  offered  the 
following: 

Ordered,  That  the  Commissioner  of  Public 
Works  be  requested,  through  his  Honor  the 
Mayor,  to  install  a  catch-basin  at  approximately 
No.  2500  Centre  street,  Ward  20. 

Ordered,  That  the  Commissioner  of  Public 
Works  be  requested,  through  his  Honor  the  Mayor, 
to  install  a  catch-basin  near  19  Wright  road, 
Ward  20. 

The  orders  were  severally  passed  under  sus- 
pension of  the  rule. 


DRAFT    OF    REVISION    OF    ORDINANCES. 

Coun.  KELLY  offered  the  following: 
Ordered,  That  the  City  Clerk  be  directed  to 
prepare  and  submit  to  the  City  Council  a  draft 
of  a  revision  of  the  ordinances  with  no  substantive 
changes  from  the  Revised  Ordinances  of  1925 
except  such  as  have  been  made  necessary  by  the 
ordinances  and  statutes  adopted  since  that  revi- 
sion; provided,  however,  that  further  substantive 
changes  other  than  in  salaries,  if  deemed  advisable , 
may  be  submitted  in  a  separate  recommendation; 
the  expense  to  be  charged  to  the  Contingent 
Fund. 

Passed  under  suspension  of  the  rule. 


POINT   OF   INFORMATION. 

Coun.  KEENAN — Mr.  President,  a  point  of 
information. 

Chairman  FISH — State  your  point  of  informa- 
tion. 

Coun.  KEENAN — Are  we  in  order  at  this  time 
to  take  a  recess  to  go  down  and  see  his  Honor  the 
Mayor?     Well,  I  withdraw  that. 

Chairman  FISH — The  Council  will  very  shortly, 
I  understand,  go  into  recess  for  the  purpose  of 
going  into  Executive.  By  that  time  it  may  be 
taken  advantage  of. 

LEGISLATION  RE   RETIREMENTS   AND 
PENSIONS. 

Coun.  HANNON  offered  the  following: 
Resolved,  That  the  Boston  City  Council,  in 
meeting  assembled,  favors  the  enactment  of  legis- 
lation now  pending  before  the  General  Court 
entitled:  "An  Act  relative  to  Retirement  Allow- 
ances for  persons  retired  for  accidental  disability 
and  for  recipients  of  accidental  death  benefits 
under  the  Boston  Retirement  Act,"  also  "An  Act 
relative  to  pensioning  members  of  the  Fire  Depart- 
ment of  the  City  of  Boston." 

Passed  under  suspension  of  the  rule. 


COST   OF   COVERING   THIRD   RAIL   ON 
EL   SYSTEM. 

Coun.  HANNON  offered  the  following: 
Ordered,  That  his  Honor  the  Mayor  be  requested 
to    direct    the    trustees    of    the    Boston    Elevated 


Railway  to  submit  their  report  relative  to  the 
cost  and  advisability  of  covering  the  so-called 
third  rail  of  the  Rapid  Transit  System. 

Coun.  HANNON — Mr.  President,  a  few  weeks 
ago  an  order  was  presented  in  here  by  me  asking 
that  the  Boston  Elevated  Railway  consider  the 
advisability  of  covering  their  third  rail.  I  did 
this  at  that  particular  time  because  of  the  death, 
the  unfortunate  death,  of  a  youngster  in  the  Dor- 
chester district,  who  came  in  contact,  apparently, 
with  the  exposed  third  rail.  This  matter  was 
properly  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Public 
Safety,  and  a  meeting  of  that  committee  was 
promptly  held  at  which  time  the  Elevated  assured 
us  that  a  study  would  be  made  and  a  report  sub- 
mitted to  us  containing  data  relative  to  the  advis- 
ability and  as  to  the  cost  of  covering  trSs  third 
rail.  Now,  last  week  something  else  occurred 
because  of  the  fact  that  this  third  rail  was  exposed. 
Because  of  the  weather  conditions,  with  an  accumu- 
lation of  frost  and  ice  on  the  third  rail,  service  on 
the  Elevated  was  so  obstructed  that,  I  dare  say,, 
half  of  the  employees  of  the  business  houses  of 
the  city  were  not  merely  inconvenienced  but 
were  forced  to  remain  at  home.  That  brings 
forth  another  reason  why  this  third  rail  should 
be  covered — because  of  the  unfavorable  weather 
conditions,  because  of  the  inconvenience  to  be 
caused  the  commuters  who  have  to  use  the  Boston 
.Elevated.  Now,  these  various  reasons  call  for 
some  action.  I  don't  think  we  should  delay  too 
long.  The  Elevated  attorney  told  us  that  this 
would  be  a  great  financial  burden  upon  them. 
I  cannot  imagine  it  being  much,  of  a  financial 
burden,  and  anyway  I  don't  think  that  the  Ele- 
vated cares  much  about  financial  burdens  because 
you  and  I  pay  the  bills.  But  I  think  now  that 
spring  is  here,  before  next  winter  arrives,  for 
many  and  varied  reasons,  this  third  rail  of  the 
Boston  Elevated  should  be  covered.  And  I  am 
filing  this  order,  Mr.  President,  to  see  if  we  cannot 
expedite  matters  and  see  if  the  Mayor  won't 
confer  with  the  trustees  and  if  we  can't  get  the 
low-down  and  the  real  facts  and  figures,  and 
remove  this  danger  to  both  life  and  limb,  and  now 
again  to  transportation. 

The  order  was  passed   under  suspension  of   the 
rule. 


RECONSTRUCTION   OF   POPLAR   STREET. 

Coun.  CANTWELL  offered  the  following: 
Ordered,  That  the  Board  of  Street  Commissioners 
be  requested,' through  his  Honor  the  Mayor,  to 
widen  and  reconstruct  that  portion  of  Poplar 
street,  from  Canterbury  street  to  Beach  street, 
Roslindale. 

Passed  under  suspension  of  the  rule. 


STATEMENT  BY  PRESIDENT   KELLY. 

Coun.  KELLY— Mr.  President. 

Chairman  FISH — For  what  purpose  does  the 
gentleman  rise? 

Coun.  KELLY — I  ask  unanimous  consent  to 
make  a  statement. 

Chairman  FISH — Are  there  _  any  objections? 
(No  response.)  There  are  no  objections,  and  you 
may  proceed. 

Coun.  KELLY — Mr.  President,  I  was  talking 
to  his  Honor  the  Mayor  late  last  Monday,  and  he 
set  aside  the  official  time  of  11  o'clock  to  1  o'clock 
on  Mondays  to  see  members  of  the  City  Council. 
Now  today  something  unfortunate  happened, 
because,  unknown  to  me,  his  Honor  the  Mayor 
had  made  previous  engagements  for  today,  starting 
at  12  o'clock.  So  although  the  official  time  for 
members  of  the  City  Council  to  see  his  Honor  the 
Mayor  is  from  11  to  1  o'clock  on  Monday,  he  was 
not  able  to  see  the  members  today  on  account  of 
his  appointments  being  made  before  I  sat  down 
with  him. 


CLEANING     AND     PAINTING     OF     DOR 
CHESTER    COURT    HOUSE. 

Coun.  KEENAN  offered  the  following: 
Ordered,    That   the    Superintendent    of    Public 
Buildings   be   requested,    through   his    Honor   the 
Mayor,  to  clean  and  paint  the  Dorchester  Court 
House. 

Passed  under  suspension  of  the  rule. 


io:< 


CITY     COUNCIL. 


aECESS. 

The  Council  voted  at  :>.().")  p.  m.,  on  motion  of 

ii  \\vl\.  to  take  :i  recess  subject  to  the 

call  of  the  Chair.     The  members  reassembled  and 

were  i-:\ llo.  1  to  order  bj  Coun.  FISH  at  3.55  p.  m. 


RESTOB  VTION  OF  POLICE  RANK  TO  JOHN 
A.    DOKSEY. 

C'cnui  KKK.NAN  offered  the  following: 
Ordered,  Thai  the  Police  Commissioner  be 
requested,  through  his  Honor  the  Mayor,  to 
immediately  restore  the  rank  of  captain  to  John 
A.  Doisey,  who  was  demoted  to  Lieutenant  in 
June,  1*>44.  particularly  in  view  of  his  heroic  work 
in  recapturing  the  convict  who  escaped  from  State 
Prison   last    week. 

Conn.  KEENAN— Mr.  President,  I  introduced 
this  order  on  account  of  the  compliments  I  have 
heard  throughout  the  city  as  to  Lieutenant  John 
Dorsey.  Personally,  I  have  not  had  the  honor  of 
meeting  the  gentleman,  but  I  have  heard  such 
good  compliments  about  him  in  the  past  week. 
And  I  think  if  the  Police  Commissioner  saw  fit  at 
that  time  to  promote  the  lieutenant  to  captain  for 
something,  and  now  demotes  him  for  something 
which  it  is  my  personal  opinion  he  is  not  involved 
in,  I  think  he  should  take  that  into  consideration 
and  now  promote  him  for  the  heroic  work  he  did 
in  capturing  the  convict  that  escaped  from  State 
Prison  last  week. 

Coun.  SCANNELL— Mr.  Chairman,  I  want  to 
commend  the  councilor  from  Ward  17  (Coun. 
Keenan)  for  presenting  this  very  meritorious  order 
in  regard  to  the  former  police  captain,  John 
Dorsey.  At  that  time  we  were  very  much  in- 
terested, some  of  the  members  of  the  Body,  about 
some  of  the  investigation  that  was  going  along  in 
regard  to  this.  And  it  is  the  same  old  story,  that 
somebody  had  to  take  the  rap,  and  I  trunk  I 
know  from  what  has  been  going  on  that  this  same 
former  Captain  Dorsey  has  taken  the  rap.  And 
I  think  in  all  fairness  to  Captain  Dorsey,  or  the 
lieutenant,  that  it  is  a  very  good  order,  and  I  think 
if  the  Police  Commissioner  would  have  a  hearing 
on  this  matter  and  be  fair  on  this  matter,  the  same 
as  some  of  the  trial  boards  of  the  captains  of  the 
Boston  Police  Department  should  be,  then  there 
would  be  no  question  in  my  mind  that  they  would 
restore  Captain  Dorsey  to  his  old  position  as 
police  captain  of  the  City  of  Boston. 

Coun.  MUCHNICK— Mr.  President,  it  seems 
to  me  that  this  is  something  that  should  be  sent  to 
a  committee,  probably  the  Committee  on  Public 
Safety,  so  that  the  Police  Commissioner  could  be 
invited  to  attend,  we  could  express  our  views  to 
him,  he  could  express  his  views  to  us,  and  we 
would  do  much  the  wiser  thing_  not  to  rush  this 
through.  If,  as  has  been  hinted  at  here,  one  man 
or  many  men  took  the  rap  for  something  which 
was  not  their  fault,  if  they  didn't  get  fair  hearings 
before  the  board  of  police  captains,  it  seems  to  me 
that  we  are  entitled  to  get  that  information,  and 
the  only  way  we  can  get  such  information  is  to 
invite  the  persons  who  are  informed  to  appear  and 
testify  before  us.  I  therefore  urge  that  the  motion 
to  suspend  the  rule  be  withdrawn,  and  that  this 
be  sent  to  the  proper  committee  at  this  time. 

Chairman  FISH — Do  you  make  that  as  a 
motion? 

Coun.  MUCHNICK — As  a  motion. 
Coun.  HANNON — Mr.  President,  I  am  not 
going  to  take  issue  with  the  motion  to  refer  this 
matter  to  a  proper  committee,  because  many 
times  I  have  taken  the  floor  here  and  urged  that 
these  matters  take  their  proper  course.  However, 
I  am  a  neighbor  of  Captain  Dorsey,  and  probably 
am  more  conversant  with  his  career  and  with  his 
habits  than  any  other  member  of  the  Council.  I 
have  a  great  opportunity  to  observe  him,  both  as 
a  citizen,  as  a  layman,  and  in  his  official  capacity 
as  police  officer  of  the  City  of  Boston.  I  heartily 
endorse  this  order  because  of  my  years  of  associa- 
tion  with  the  captain,  now  Lieutenant  Dorsey. 
I  have  always  found  him  to  be  a  100  per  cent  man 
and  100  per  cent  on  the  job.  As  1  say,  he  and  I 
neighbors,  and  I  have  had  many  opportunities 
to  meet  him  socially  and  in  a  business  way.  I 
know  he  is  a  man  of  his  word,  and  in  the  neighbor- 
!  he  is  highly  esteemed  as  a  man  of  character. 
In  his  capacity  as  police  official  he  is  assigned 
to  the  district  which  embraces  Ward  13,  As  a 
police  official  in  that  district  I  have  had  many 
oppoi  i  ii  mm     to  call  on  him,  to  go  to  him  for  advice, 


and  I  have  always  found  him  courteous  and 
cooperative  and,  above  all,  considerate  of  the 
rights  of  the  individual.  I  heartily  endorse  any 
attempt  to  restore  him  to  his  former  place  as 
captain.  He  worked  hard  to  attain  that  position. 
I  feel  that  he  has  all  the  necessary  qualifications, 
both  as  a  man  and  as  a  police  officer,  to  be  captain 
in  the  Police  Department,  and  nothing  would 
please  me  more  than  to  see  him  restored  to  his 
former  position. 

Coun.  KINSELLA — Mr.  President,  I  choose  to 
refer  to  the  gentleman  who  is  the  subject  of  this 
order  or  resolution  as  Captain  Dorsey.  And  that 
is  the  title  still  used  in  addressing  him  by  thousands 
upon  thousands  of  people  in  the  City  of  Boston. 
Now,  had  I  not  known  Captain  Dorsey,  I  would 
still  be  interested  in  the  gentleman  because  of  the 
rank  injustice  that  was  done'  him  when,  after 
having  been  indicted  by  the  Attorney-General  of 
the  Commonwealth,  the  indictment  was  then  nol- 
prossed  by  the  same  gentleman,  with  the  recom- 
mendation that  a  so-called  impartial  group  in- 
vestigate the  charges  against  him  and  make 
recommendation,  The  recommendations  were 
that  Captain  Dorsey  be  demoted  one  rank,  to  that 
of  lieutenant,  after  thirty-five  years  in  the  Boston 
Police  Department.  That  would  have  broken 
the  heart  of  any  man,  a  man  not  constituted  as 
John  A.  Dorsey  was  constituted.  I  have  seen  him 
under  trying  circumstances  act  the  part  of  a 
gentleman  and  act  the  part  of  a  kind  humanitarian 
to  those  who  have  nothing.  And  that  is  a  true 
test  of  a  man's  character.  He  served  in  Charles- 
town  some  years  before  I  went  into  politics,  and 
he  served  there  two  or  three  years  after  I  made  my 
entrance  into  politics,  and  there  was  never  a 
breath  of  scandal  against  the  character  of  John 
Dorsey.  But  he  was  caught  in  the  cross-fire 
between  Segansky  and  a  weak-kneed  administra- 
tion, and  the  result  was  that  the  good  name  of  John 
Dorsey  that  he  got  from  his  mother  and  father  was 
dragged  down  in  the  mud  and  mire  and  made  a 
football  because  of  the  personal  aggrandizement  of 
those  in  ascendancy  over  him.  I  don't  know  as  I 
could  have  had  more  affection  for  my  own  father 
than  I  have  for  John  Dorsey.  As  I  say,  I  saw  him 
under  trying  circumstances,  and  the  proof  of  his 
character  upon  his  demotion.  Another  man 
would  have  gone  into  a  decline  and  failed  rapidly. 
Another  man  would  have  asked  for  retirement  on 
any  terms.  Dorsey  knew,  as  he  knows  today, 
that  he  was  the  victim  of  vicious  circumstances, 
and  he  stood  his  ground.  He  is  the  first  man  in 
many  years  as  a  ranking  officer  of  the  Boston 
Police  Department  to  be  so  publicly  excoriated  and 
so  vilified  and  condemned  as  to  be  reduced  a  rank, 
when  he  should  have  gone  up  a  rank.  He  is  one 
of  the  most  brilliant  detectives  in  the  history  of 
the  Uhited  States,  and  his  long  record  is  studded 
with  successes  that  won't,  in  years  to  come,  be 
matched  by  those  who  happen  to  hold  a  position 
over  him.  Now,  I  have  for  the  last  couple  of 
years  been  at  peace  with  the  present  Police  Com- 
missioner, but  I  think  I  should  stir. your  memories 
so  that  you,  Mr.  President,  and  the  other  members 
of  this  Body  shall  not  become  embroiled  with  the 
Police  Commissioner  and  come  out  second  best, 
as  we  always  do.  Some  time  last  November  or 
December  Senator  Taylor,  then  Councilor  Taylor, 
offered  what  was  probably  not  much  worse  than  a 
mild  criticism  of  the  present  Police  Commissioner, 
and  the  Police  Commissioner,  in  retorting  to  the 
criticism,  said,  "I  am  not  interested  in  any  com- 
ments from  that  Source."  Not  Charlie  Taylor, 
but  the  Boston  City  Council.  He  was  not  specify- 
ing Councilor  Taylor,  he  was  specifying  the  Boston 
City  Council.  He  was  not  interested  in  any 
opinion  we  had,  good,  bad,  impersonal,  or  as  a 
personality.  Now,  I  don't  know  in  what  formthb 
has  been  presented,  Mr.  President,  whether  as 
an  order  which  we  cannot  make,  since  this  is 
strictly  a  civil  service  proposition,  and  if  it  was  an 
order  it  should  have  been  in  the  form  of  a  resolution, 
but  it  is  highly  meritorious  and  will  work  a  fine- 
handed  justice  on  a  man  who  has  spent  his  life 
seeing  that  justice  was  done.  And  I  say  to  you 
and  to  your  members,  Mr.  President,  who  have  not 
had  the  pleasure  of  enjoying  the  company  of 
Captain  Dorsey,  that  it  is  one  of  the  biggest 
deficiencies  of  your  public  career.  A  grander  and 
more  substantial  character  I  have  yet  to  meet,  in 
or  out  of  politics,  in  or  out  of  political  life.  And  if 
there  is  any  integrity  left  in  the  City  of  Boston, 
that  integrity  will  be  well  administered  in  a  return 
to  the  proper  rank  that  Captain  Dorsey  always 
should  have  held  and  from  which  he  never  should 
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have  been  removed.  I  urge  upon  all  of  you 
members  that  you  make  the  acquaintance  of 
Captain  Dorsey,  and  you  will  find  that  you  are 
enjoying  a  richer  existence  for  it. 

Coun.  KEENAN — Mr.  President,  speaking  on 
Councilor  Muchnick's  amendment,  I  am  very 
much  opposed  to  having  this  sent  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  Public  Safety,  because  I  think  it  was  a 
year  and  a  half  ago  I  had  an  experience  with  the 
Police  Commissioner  relative  to  having  police 
officers  removed  from  the  theatres  of  Boston,  act- 
ing as  watchmen,  and  I  also  spoke  to  him  with 
reference  to  officers  at  the  Boston  Police  Departs 
ment.  His  remark  to  me  at  that  time,  when  I 
asked  to  have  the  police  officers  removed  from 
the  Boston  theatres,  was  that  there  were  police 
officers  twenty-four  hours  a  day.  I  know,  Mr. 
President,  that  if  this  order  goes  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  Public  Safety,  and  the  Commissioner 
comes  up  here,  he  is  not  going  to  give  us  co- 
operation, the  cooperation  that  he  should.  You, 
Mr.  President  and  members  of  the  Council,  have 
heard  of  the  honors  bestowed  on  Lieutenant  Dorsey 
by  Councilor  Kinsella  and  Hannon,  who  know  him 
far  better  than  I  do,  because  I  have  never  had  the 
pleasure  of  meeting  the  gentleman. 

Coun.  LANE — Mr.  President,  the  introduction 
of  this  order  today  came  as  a  surprise  to  me, 
and  I  am  very  happy  to  hear  the  reading  of  it. 
I  have  had  the  pleasure  and  privilege  of  knowing 
Jack  Dorsey  for  twenty  years  or  more.  I  have 
had  frequent  communication  and  contact  with 
him  in  my  official  business,  and  have  always 
found  him  an  industrious,  able,  and  capable 
executive.  He  is  an  authority  with  other 
detectives,  and  he  is  known  in  insurance  investi- 
gations as  one  of  the  most  capable  men  in  the 
business.  Not  only  in  Boston,  but  in  police 
departments  in  other  cities  they  look  to  Jack 
Dorsey. 

Coun.  BAYLEY— Mr.  President,  I  don't  know 
Captain  Dorsey  personally,  so  I  can't  speak 
either  for  or  against  him.  But  I  feel  that  in  this 
matter  we  are  getting  very  far  afield.  I  don't 
consider  it  my  duty  as  a  councilor  to  determine 
what  police  officers  may  be  promoted  or  demoted. 
We  have  police  officials  to  determine  that.  Our 
job  is  to  look  after  the  affairs  of  the  City  of  Boston. 
Surely  there  would  be  no  harm  in  referring  this 
to  a  committee  appropriate  for  proper  action. 
Recently  we  had  a  matter  which  we  felt  was  not 
properly  inspected,  and  we  received  criticism  in 
the  press,  which  I  felt  was  well  deserved.  Let 
us  not  speak  without  reference  to  the  proper 
committee.  In  this  case,  while  I  don't  know  the 
gentleman,  I  know  a  little  of  the  case,  and  I 
remember  action  was  taken  in  demoting  the 
gentleman  in  question  after  a  report  of  an  un- 
biased and  impartial  committee  of  two — two  of 
the  finest,  highest  type,  high-grade  menm  Massa- 
chusetts, one  of  whom  is  the  State  Representative 
from  my  district  and  a  personal  friend  of  mine, 
and  one  of  the  finest  men  in  public  life  today. 
They  spent  a  great  deal  of  time  on  this  matter, 
and  I  think  before  we  take  action  on  this  matter 

Coun.  KEENAN — Wilt  the  councilor  yield  for  a 
question? 

Chairman  FISH — Do  you  care  to  yield, 
councilor? 

Coun.  BAYLEY— No.  When  I  have  finished, 
I  will. 

Coun.  KEENAN— Thank  you. 

Chairman  FISH — Continue,  councilor. 

Coun.  BAYLEY — I  believe  that  we  should  go 
slow.  Let  us  make  sure  when  we  take  action 
in  this  Council  that  we  have  done  it  after  due 
deliberation,  when  a  matter  has  been  referred  to  the 
proper  committee.  I  said  in  my  maiden  speech 
here  this  year  that  I  was  in  favor  of  referring 
all  matters  to  committees,  and,  while  we  have 
done  better  in  that  than  in  the  past,  I  think  in  the 
future  we  should  follow  that  procedure.  If, 
after  due  deliberation,  we  decide  this  order  is  a 
good  one  and  the  gentleman  concerned  should  be 
put  back  to  his  former  rank,  then  we  will  know  it 
was  done  after  due  deliberation,  and  it  will  be 
more  effective  than  if  it  was  hastily  passed  here. 
I  am  therefore  opposed  to  suspension  of  the  rules. 

Chairman  FISH — Does  the  gentleman  yield  for 
a  question? 

Coun.  BAYLEY— I  yield. 

Chairman  FISH — Do  you  still  care  to  present 
your  question? 

Coun.  KEENAN — Will  the  councilor  be  good 
enough  to  inform  me  of  the  names  of  thejtwo  gentle- 
men who  were  on  that  board? 


Chairman  FISH — Will  you  please  inform  the 
councilor  of  the  personnel  of  that  board? 

Coun.  BAYLEY — I  believe  the  two  gentlemen 
were  Charles  B.  Rugg  of  Worcester  and  Mr.  Henry 
L.  Shattuck  of  Boston. 

Coun.  KEENAN — I  have  another  question. 

Chairman  FISH — Does  the  councilor  care  to 
answer  the  question? 

Coun.  BAYLEY— Certainly. 

Coun.  KEENAN — As  to  the  two  gentlemen  that 
heard  that  trial  at  that  time,  would  the  dis-  - 
tinguished  councilor  feel  in  his  opinion  they  had 
enough  evidence  or  knew  enough  about  the  Boston 
Police  Department  as  justices  and  attorneys  to 
know  they  should  make  that  decision  on  the 
evidence  that  was  presented? 

Chairman  FISH — Even  though  you  yield  for  a 
question,  councilor,  you  don't  have  to  answer. 

Coun.  BAYLEY — I  believe  that  was  their 
decision,  and  I  have  confidence  in  their  integrity 
that  they  would  not  have  made  the  decision 
unless  they  felt  confident  it  was  proper. 

Coun.  KEENAN — Does  the  councilor  care  to 
yield  again? 

Coun.  BAYLEY— I  yield. 

Coun.  KEENAN — When  the  councilor  intro- 
duced his  order  relative  to  Sunday  baseball,  he 
didn't  want  to  stipulate  a  special  committee  to 
send  it  to. 

Coun.  BAYLEY— Mr.  President,  I  did.  I 
asked  it  be  referred  to  the  proper  committee,  and 
it  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Parks  and 
Playgrounds,  and  another  councilor  made  a 
motion  that  it  be  taken  from  the  Committee 
on  Parks  and  Playgrounds  and  referred  to  the 
Executive  Committee.  I  asked  at  that  time  that 
it  be  referred  to  committee. 

Coun.  MUGHNICK — Mr.  President,  it  seems 
to  me  that  the  purpose  of  this  order  is  to  obtain  a 
proper  hearing  or  proper  justice,  if  that  be  the 
word,  for  Captain  Dorsey.  That  has  been  hanging 
fire  for  approximately  a  year  now,  if  my  memory 
is  correct,  and  another  week  or  two  won't  hurt  the 
matter  any.  Now,  if  the  purpose  is  to  give 
Captain  Dorsey  a  perfunctory  pat  on  the  back, 
then  I  say  get  it  over  with  now  one  way  or  another, 
and  we  will  be  done  with  it.  But  if  the. purpose  of 
this  order  is  to  give  him  a  fair  hearing  and  have 
him  restored,  after  all  the  facts  have  been  con- 
sidered, then  it  seems  to  me  the  only  proper  thing 
to  do  is  to  refer  it  to  a  committee.  There  has 
been  talk  that  the  Police  Commissioner  doesn't 
pay  any  attention  to  our  opinions.  He  may  not 
show  up,  it  has  been  said,  and  various  other 
things.  Well,  if  this  matter  is  referred  to  a 
committee  and  lays  over  for  one  week,  there  are 
only  two  or  three  possibilities  that  can  happen. 
The  Police  Commissioner  will  be  invited  to  attend 
the  hearing,  and  either  he  will  or  he  won't  show  up, 
and  he  will  or  he  won't  send  somebody  to  repre- 
sent him.  If  he  doesn't  show  up,  or  if  some 
representative  does  not  show  up,  then  we  can  act 
as  we  see  fit  without  him,  and  clearly  he  has 
placed  himself  on  the  defensive,  at  least  so  far  as 
the  public  of  Boston  is  concerned.  If  he  does 
show  up  and  gives  us  the  facts  as  he  knows  them, 
then  we  are  in  a  position  either  to  approve  or 
disapprove  of  this  order.  If  he  comes  and  refuses 
to  give  us  the  facts  in  accordance  with  what  was 
suggested  by  the  councilor  from  Ward  2  (Coun. 
Kinsella)  concerning  his  opinion  of  the  Boston 
City  Council,  then  again  the  Police  Commis- 
sioner places  himself  on  the  defensive  by  with- 
holding information  that  we  and  the  rest  of  the 
citizens  of  Boston  are  entitled  to  have.  But  in 
any  event,  no  matter  what  happens,  clearly  only 
some  good  can  result  from  referring  this  to  a 
committee  and  holding  it  open  a  week.  And 
clearly  no  harm  can  result  to  Captain  Dorsey  or 
anybody  else.  And  it  is  in  view  of  that  that  I 
press  the  amendment  to  have  this  referred  to  a 
committee. 

Coun.  KINSELLA — Mr.  President,  it  might 
be  well  for  all  of  us  to  remember  that  we  have 
actually  no  legal  authority  or  power  in  this  matter. 
All  we  can  do  is  offer  it  as  our  opinion  that  Dorsey 
ought  to  be  restored  to  his  old  rating.  Now, 
upon  recommendation  of  Mr.  Rugg  and  Mr. 
Shattuck,  he  was  reduced  a  grade  in  the  Boston 
Police  Department.  It  is  obvious  that  it  must 
have  carried  greater  implications  than  the  mere 
motion  itself,  because  the  Boston  Police  Depart- 
ment has  seen  a  number  of  lieutenants  promoted 
in  recent  years  into  captaincies.  It  is  rather  plain 
that  promotion  back  to  captain  was  never  again 
attempted  for  Dorsey.  I  think  that  before  we 
refer  it  to  any  committee  at  all,  Mr  President,  the 
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proper  thine  '"  do  is  to  ask  some  Corporation 
Counsel  01  Vssistant  Corporation  Counsel  to 
come  down  here  and  give  us  an  opinion  :is  to  the 
legality  of  the  two  man  board's  action  in  reducing 
Dorsej  one  rank.  We  do  know  that  civil  service 
laws  make  provision  foi  demotions  within  certain 
services,  bul  we  also  realize  that  the  period  of  that 
demotion  in  all  fairness  to  Dorsey  should  not  last 
any  longei  than  the  term  that  Doc  Segansk]  is 
1 1  Segansky  was  taken  out  of  circulation 
for  two  oi  i  luce  years,  there  is  no  earthly  reason 
that  will  hold  water  for  Dorse]  being  penalized 
for  the  rest  of  his  life  Mr.  President,  with 
reference  to  the  Public  Safely  Committee  heat- 
inn  this  matter,  1  will  ask  the  Chair  to  ask  the 
City  Clerk  for  a  ruling  on  this  point  of  order. 
The  point  of  order,  Mr  President,  is  that  it  is  not 
a  subject  matter  for  any  Council  committee 
because  it  does  not  concern  a  policy  of  the  city. 
Chairman  FISH  —  1  think,  councilor,  that 
Captain  Dorsey  being  an  employee  of  the  city,  in 
direct  connection  with  the  city  government,  it 
would  conic  under  the  City  Council. 

Conn.  KINSELLA— Well,  Mr.  President,  I 
prefer  to  state  that  this  primarily  should  be 
heard  by  a  committee  of  the  whole  Council  in 
executive  session  next  Monday,  at  which  time  we 
might  ask  a  capable  Assistant  Corporation  Counsel 
to  come  down  and  explain  the  validity,  if  there  be 
any.  of  the  action  of  Mr.  Rugg  and  Mr.  Shattuck 
in  having  delegated  to  them  by  the  Police  Com- 
missioner the  right  to  recommend  demotion  or 
anything   else   for   an    officer    who   was   not  up  on 

charges.      The    Council    should    remember 

Coun.    MUCHNICK— Mr.  President. 
Chairman   FISH — For   what   purpose   does   the 
gentleman  rise? 

Coun.  MCCHXICK— Merely  to  state  that  if 
the  councilor  from  Ward  2  (Coun.  Kinsella) 
would  rather  have  this  go  to  executive,  rather 
than  to  the  Committee  on  Public  Safety,  I  will 
be  very  glad  to  go  along  with  him. 

Chairman  FISH — We  will  wait  until  the  coun- 
cilor gets  through  with  his  remarks,  to  see  if  there 
is  any  further  motion. 

Coun.  MUCHNICK — I  am  just  offering  my 
moral  support. 

Coun.  KINSELLA— Mr.  President,  I  think  it  is 
obvious,  in  view-  of  the  nol-prossed  charges  against 
Dorsey  by  Attorney-General  Bushnell,  the  man 
who  instigated  the  indictment,  that  that  is 
sufficient  exoneration,  and  I  question  the  legality 
of  two  laymen,  however  accomplished  otherwise, 
to  find  that  the  Civil  Service  Commission  of  the 
Commonwealth  of  Massachusetts  deems  iteslf  to 
be  bound  by  a  recommendation  of  demotion.  They 
enjoy  absolutely  no  legal  or  official  status  as 
inquisitors  into  Dorsey's  wrongdoing,  if  wrong- 
doing there  was,  because  the  chief  law  enforcement 
officer  of  the  Commonwealth,  who  sought  and 
brought  about  the  indictment,  is  the  very  man 
upon  whose  direct  recommendation  the  indictment 
was  quashed,  after  which  the  Police  Commissioner 
asked  that  two  laymen,  although  both  are  prom- 
incut  public-spirited  gentlemen,  sit  as  an  impartial 
board  of  review  on  the  ease  of  a  man  already  nol- 
prossed  by  his  first  and  primary  inquisitor,  the 
Attorney-General  of  the  Commonwealth  of 
Massachusetts.  Now.  I  am  not  a  lawyer,  and  I 
have  often  stated  publicly  that,  since  I  am  not  a 
lawyer  I  have  to  take  refuge  in  the  exercise  of 
common  sense,  which  would  imply  that  there  is 
some  conflict  between  law  and  common  sense,  and, 
by  Cod.  there  is.  When  a  man  can  be  indicted, 
tie-  presumption  of  guilt  is  strong.  The  lawyers 
can  set  me  right  on  that.  The  presumption  of 
guilt  is  strong 

Coun.  MUCHNICK— If  the  gentleman  wants 
to  be  set  right,  the  presumption  of  guilt  is  not 
strong  when  a  man  is  indicted. 

Coun.  KINSELLA —  1  stand  corrected.  The 
tmption    of    innocence    apparently    is   strong 

when  you  are  indicted.  Mr.  President,  when  a 
man  can  be  indicted  on  evidence  that  indicates 
wrongdoing,  and  then  because  the  evidence  is  in- 
sufficient, either  in  quality  or  quantity,  a  nol-pros 
eeding  is  instituted  and  sustained  by  the 
indicting  authority.  1  question  the  legal  right  then 
to  bring  in  laymen  to  pass  judgment  on  the  wrong- 
doing, so  called,  of  tie-  exonerated  person.     And  r 

would  like  to  know   by  what   legal   method  Captain 

in,:-:-     .::•-  demoted,  as  long  as  the  subject  has 
been  brought  up  here,  and  who  invested  Mr.  Rugg 

and   Mr.  Shattuck   with   powers   thai    the  state  Civil 

tit  Ij      recognized      and     |  u  -tallied. 
demoting  a  man  after  .';,",  \  ears  of  honorable  sei  \  ice 

in   the   Poller:   Department    becau  -    there    was  a 


suspicion  of  guilt.  If  that  suspicion  were  any 
more  than  a  shadow,  win  didn't,  they  proceed 
against  Dorsey.'  Why  didn't  they  take  him  into 
court  and  try  him  on  an  indictment?  What 
grounds  have  they  got  to  excuse  their  action  in 
turning  the  ease  over  after  the  elected  law  enforce- 
ment officer  of  the  Commonwealth  says  in  effect, 
"  We  indicted  you  by  mistake  and  upon  insufficient 
grounds."  That  is  exactly  what  that,  attitude 
means  to  inc.  Then  we  find  he  is  reduced  in  rank 
and  reduced  in  Salary,  and  meantime  some  young 
men,  almost  half  his  age,  have  gone  along  and 
exceeded  him  in  rank  in  the  Boston  Police  Depart- 
ment. It  is  as  plain  as  a  pikestaff  there  is  no 
furl  her  promotion  for  Captain  Dorsey.  It  is  up 
to  us  one  way  or  annther  to  find  out  why.  If  he 
wtts  not  a  good  captain,  he  most,  certainly  never 
could  be  a  good  police  officer  of  any  other  rank. 
And  I  move  that  we  refer  this  matter  to  the 
Executive  Committee  for  next  week,  and  that  some 
representative  of  the  Law  Department,  able  to 
explain  the  proposition  to  us,  be  asked  to  come 
down  and  answer  a  few  pertinent  questions. 

Chairman  FISH — Does  Councilor  Muehnick 
withdraw  his  motion  to  refer  the  matter  to  the 
Committee  on  Public  Safety? 

Coun.  MUCHNICK— If  Councilor  Keenan  will 
add  that  the  Police  Commissioner  will  be  invited 
to  attend  along  with  the  member  of  the  Law 
Department. 

Chairman  FISH — I  think  that  is  his  purpose. 
Coun.  KINSELLA — Mr.  President,  in  answer 
to  Councilor  Muchnick's  suggestion,  I  don't  think 
we  will  see  him  here,  and  if  he  sends  a  represen- 
tative, Mr.  President,  he  will  send  a  deputy  or 
chief  clerk,  who  is  not  authorized  to  make  state- 
ments that  we  want  to  hear  from  the  commissioner. 
Coun.  MUCHNICK— May  I  suggest  that  the 
invitation  specify  that  we  would  like  to  have  him 
here  in  person,  and  no  representative,  and  that  the 
invitation  be  sent  out  soon  enough  so  that  he  can 
make  the  necessary  plans. 

Chairman  FISH — If  the  motion  passes,  the 
Chair  will  see  to  it  personally. 

Coun.  MUCHNICK— May  I  ask  further  that 
the  invitation  specify  that  we  want  to  discuss 
with  him  the  Dorsey  case? 

Chairman    FISH — Yes.     Councilor    Muehnick, 
do  you  want  to  withdraw  your  motion? 
Coun.  MUCHNICK— Yes. 

Chairman  FISH — Councilor  Muehnick  with- 
draws his  motion  to  send  the  matter  to  the 
Committee  on  Public  Safety. 

Coun.  MADDEN— Mr.  President,  I  know  noth- 
ing of  the  Dorsey  case,  but  I  do  know  Captain 
Dorsej'  or  Lieutenant  Dorsey.  When  this  matter 
happened,  I  happened  to  be  over  in  Africa,  and 
.for  once  I  concur  with  my  esteemed  colleagues, 
Councilors  Muehnick  and  Bayley.  I  think  that 
the  best  interests  of  the  captain  would  be  served 
by  holding  this  healing  and  bringing  the  Police 
Commissioner  in  here,  and  all  other  parties,  so 
that  we  can  go  on  record  as  giving  Captain  Dorsey 
a  fair  and  impartial  hearing.  If  he  was  given  an 
unfair  trial  and  an  unfair  recommendation,  I 
think  that  thet  whole  matter  should  be  aired 
before  the  Boston  City  Council.  I  think  we  are 
entitled  to  know  all  the  facts,  and  I  think  in  this 
particular  case  it  would  be  wrong  to  rush  it  through 
today.  I  don't  think  that  another  week  would 
make  any  difference,  and  I  really  think,  in  all 
deference  to  Captain  Dorsey,  that  his  best  interests 
would  be  served.  I  am  sure  if  he  feels  he  has  a 
grievance,  and  he  certainly  must,  that  he  would 
like  the  opportunity  to  appear  before  this  Body 
and  to  give  his  side  of  the  case.  And  if  he  is 
getting  pushed  around,  I  think  there  are  those  of 
us  here  who  can  stop  that  business. 

Coun.  KINSELLA— Mr.  President,  a  point  of 
information. 

Chairman  FISH — Will  you  state  your  point  of 
information? 

Coun.  KINSELLA— Will  the  clerk  through  the 
Chair  state  to  the  Body  what  our  limitations  are 
for  hearing  of  the  facts? 

Chairman  FISH — Beg  pardon? 
Coun.    KINSELLA— Will    the    Chair    get    the 
whole  picture  from  the  City  Clerk  as  to  the  limita- 
tion of  our  powers  in  this  matter? 

Chairman  FISH — I  understand  that  the  Council 
have  no  power  whatsoever.  Any  action  we  may 
take  would  just  be  on  recommendation. 

Coun.    KINSELLA — It    is    just    a    matter    of    , 
opinion? 

Chairman  FISH — II  is  just  a  matter  of  opinion. 

Coun.   MADDEN— Mr.   President,   I  would  like 

to  also   move   that  Captain   Dorsey    be   invited  to 
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that  meeting,  and  that  he  bring  such  evidence  with 
him  as  he  may  care  to  offer. 

Chairman  FISH — The  Chair  has  so  stated,  that 
all  parties  concerned  will  be  invited,  and  the 
request  of  Councilors  Madden  and  Muchnick  will 
be  granted. 

The  order  was  referred  to  the  Executive 
Committee. 


SPEEDY    CONSTRUCTION    OF    WASHING- 
TON  STREET   BY   BAKER   &   CO. 

Coun.  KEENAN  offered  the  following: 

Ordered,  That  the  Commissioner  of  Public 
Works  be  requested,  through  his  Honor  the 
Mayor,  to  immediately  notify  Baker  &  Co.  to 
proceed  with  the  construction  of  Washington 
street,  between  Gallivan  Boulevard  and  Fuller 
street,  which  they  started  last  fall  and  left  in  a 
dangerous  condition  throughout  the  winter  months. 

Coun.  KEENAN— Mr.  President,  Baker  &  Co., 
Hyde  Park  and  Roslindale,  were  awarded  a  con- 
tract for  construction  on  Washington  street, 
Ward  17,  last  summer.  They  started  it  and  have 
not  finished  it,  and  have  left  the  main  thorough- 
fare, Gallivan  Boulevard  to  Fuller  street,  broken 
and  in  a  deplorable  condition.  And  I  ask  that 
the  Public  Works  Commissioner  notify  the  Baker 
Company  to  either  fix  this  or  have  the  contract 
taken  away  from  them. 

The  order  was  passed  under  suspension  of  the 
rule. 


REPORT    OF    COMMITTEE    ON    COUNTY 
ACCOUNTS. 

Coun.  BRYAN,  for  the  Committee  on  County 
Accounts,  submitted  the  following: 

Report  on  petition  of  Matthew  L.  Kelly,  master 
of  steamer  "Michael  E.  Perkins,"  for  retirement, 
recommending  passage  of  following: 

Whereas,  Matthew  L.  Kelly,  employed  in  the 
Penal  Institutions  Department  of  the  City  of 
Boston  as  master  of  the  steamer  "Michael  E. 
Perkins, "  has  made  application  to  be  retired  under 
the  provisions  of  chapter  32,  section  58,  of  the 
General  Laws,  and 

Whereas,  The  said  Matthew  L.  Kelly  has 
submitted  to  the  City  Council  satisfactory  evidence 
that  he  is  a  veteran  as  defined  in  section  56  of  said 
chapter  and  that  he  has  been  in  the  service  of  the 
city  or  county  for  thirty-seven  years; 

Ordered,  That  under  the  provisions  of  section 
58  of  chapter  32  of  the  General  Laws,  as  amended  by 
chapter  514  of  the  Acts  of  1943,  Matthew  L. 
Kelly,  employed  in  the  Penal  Institutions  Depart- 
ment of  the  City  of  Boston  as  master  of  the  steamer 
"Michael  E.  Perkins"  be  and  hereby  is  retired  by 


the  Mayor  and  City  Council  acting  as  county 
commissioners,  at  an  annual  pension  of  fifteen 
hundred  dollars,  being  one  half  of  his  highest 
regular  rate  of  compensation. 

The   report   was   accepted,    and   the   order   was 
passed. 


PROBE   OF   AIRPLANE   CRASHES. 

Coun.  SCANNELL  offered  the  following: 

Ordered,  That  his  Honor  the  Mayor  be  requested 
to  immediately  communicate  with  the  Civil 
Aeronautics  Administration  and  ask  that  they 
make  a  sweeping  probe  of  airplane  crashes  that 
have  occurred  on  various  air  lines  operating  from 
East  to  West  and  vice  versa. 

Coun.  SCANNELL — Mr.  President,  in  pre- 
senting this  order  I  am  given  to  understand  by 
authorities  on  airplanes  that  some  of  the  airplane 
companies  who  have  planes  flying  over  our  country 
or  the  City  of  Boston  or  the  New  England  states 
are  doing  such  a  big  business  that  they  are  not 
checking  up  on  their  airplanes  as  they  should,  the 
planes  that  come  from  another  section  of  the 
country.  I  think  it  may  be  happening  right  in 
this  part  of  the  country.  As  I  understand  it, 
there  are  preliminary  check-ups  on  airplanes,  these 
air  transports,  every  twenty,  thirty,  sixty  and  one 
hundred  and  twenty  hours,  where  they  are  sup- 
posed to  take  an  old  motor  out  and  put  a  rebuilt 
motor  in.  Now,  there  is  a  question  in  my  mind 
as  to  the  hearing  of  these  crashes  that  they  had  in 
Connecticut,  and  the  New  York-bound  plane 
crashed  and  killed  a  number  of  Boston  people — 
there  is  a  question  in  my  mind  whether  the  Civil 
Aeronautics  authorities  are  going  into  this  and 
finding  out  why  we  are  having  these  crashes. 
They  took  this  Boston-bound  plane  and  they  said 
they  were  going  to  take  it  to  New  Jersey  and  try 
to  determine  the  cause  of  this  accident,  and  then 
we  never  heard  anything  about  it.  I  don't  want 
to  see  a  catastrophe  in  our  city,  where  one  of  these 
airplanes  might  come  in  and  crash  into  one  of  our 
buildings,  or  one  of  our  schools,  and  kill  hundreds 
of  civilians  of  our  city.  There  is  something  wrong 
in  this  matter,  and  it  wouldn't  do  any  harm  to  do 
a  little  checking  up  to  find  out  if  these  air  companies 
are  doing  the  job  that  they  should  do.  So  that 
is  why  I  am  presenting  this  order.  I  therefore 
move  suspension  of  the  rule  and  passage  of  the 
order. 

The  order  was  passed  under  suspension  of  the 
rule. 


Adjourned,  on  motion  of  Coun.  BAYLEY,  at 
4.35  p.  m.,  to  meet  on  Monday,  March  11,  1946, 
at  2  p.  m. 
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CITY  OF  BOSTON. 


Proceedings  of  City  Council. 


Monday,  March  11,  1940. 

Regular  meeting  of  the  City  Council  in  the 
Council  Chamber,  City  Hall,  at  2  p.  m.,  President 
KELLY  presiding.     Absent,   Coun.   Linehan. 

The  meeting  was  opened  with  the  salute  to  the 
Flag. 


I       APPOINTMENTS   BY   THE   MAYOR. 

Subject  to  confirmation  by  the  Council,  the 
Mayor  submitted  the  following  appointments: 

Constables  to  serve  without  bond  and  without 
authority  to  serve  civil  process  for  term  ending 
April  30,  1946:  Walter  F.  Maguire,  104  Winthrop 
street,  Roxbury;  Martin  A.  Brennan,  62  Quint 
avenue,  Allston;  John  W.  Hanify,  200  Columbus 
avenue,  Boston;  Antonio  M.  Mele,  40  Staniford 
street,  Boston. 

Weigher  of  Goods  for  term  ending  April  30,  1940: 
William  L.  Graham,  272  O'Callaghan  way,  South 
Boston;  Thomas  Gavin,  274  Willow  street,  West 
Roxbury;  Joseph  Lordan,  77  Sheridan  avenue, 
Medford;  James  J.  Lordan,  77  Sheridan  avenue, 
Medford. 

Referred  to  Committee  on  Constables  and 
Confirmations  when  named. 


VETO     OF     RESOLUTION     RE     CERTAIN 
RETIREMENT  ALLOWANCE. 

The  following  was  received: 

City  of  Boston, 
Office  of  the  Mayor,  March  11,  1946. 
To  the  City  Council. 

Gentlemen, —  I  return  herewith,  without  my 
signature  and  disapproved,  the  resolution  of  your 
Honorable  Body  adopted  March  5,  1946,  favoring 
proposed  legislation  relative  to  retirement  allow- 
ances for  accidental  disability  or  death  for  mem- 
bers of  the  Boston  Retirement  System,  and 
proposed  legislation  relative  to  pensions  in  the  Fire 
Department. 

The  present  benefits  for  accidental  disability  and 
death  in  the  Boston  Retirement  Act  are  acknowl- 
edged to  be  generous,  and  I  see  no  good  reason  to 
increase  them. 

The  bill  for  pensions  for  members  of  the  Fire 
Department  proposes  retirement  after  twenty-five 
years  of  service  at  two  thirds  of  the  annual  salary, 
and  applies  to  firemen  who  are  not  members  of  the 
contributory  system. 

The  effect  of  such  legislation  would  be  to  permit 
approximately  600  members  of  the  Fire  Depart- 
ment who  have  contributed  nothing  towards  their 
retirement  to  be  retired  after  twenty-five  years  of 
service  under  present  pay  rates  at  $1,666  a  year, 
while  the  remaining  firemen,  approximately  800 
in  number  who  have  contributed  4  per  cent  of  their 
salaries  each  year  for  the  last  twenty-two  years 
would  only  receive  after  twenty-five  years  of 
service  about  $1,250  a  year,  part  of  which  is  earned 
by  their  own  contributions.  The  unfairness  of 
such  a  proposition  is  not  open  to  argument. 
Respectfully, 
James  M.  Curley,  Mayor. 

Placed  on  file. 


INCREASED   APPROPRIATION   FOR 
SOLDIERS'   RELIEF   DEPARTMENT. 
The  following  was  received : 

City  of  Boston, 
Office  of  the  Mayor,  March  11,  1946. 
To  the  City  Council. 

Gentlemen, —  Since  submission  of  the  supple- 
mentary budget  to  your  Honorable  Body  on 
February  25,  1946,  I  have  been  advised  by  the  '♦ 
Budget  Commissioner  that  it  will  be  necessary  to 
increase  the  appropriation  for  the  Soldiers'  Relief 
Department    by    the    sum    of    $12,821.98.     This 


increase  is  necessary  because  of  a  miscalculation 
in  figuring  this  budget  of  $4,200;  an  increase  of 
$2,863.24  to  provide  for  the  salaries  of  veterans 
who  returned  to  the  department  earlier  than 
anticipated;  and  an  increase  of  $5,758.74  to 
provide  for  the  filling  of  two  vacancies  for  visitors 
and  the  transfer  of  two_  employees  from  another 
city  department,  for  which  no  appropriation  was 
requested. 

In  accordance  therewith  I  respectfully  request 
your  Honorable  Body  to  increase  the  necessary 
appropriation,  as  above  outlined,  and  in  accordance 
with  charter  provisions  I  give  my  approval  to  such 
increase. 

Respectfully, 
James  M.  Curley,  Mayor. 

Referred  to  Committee  on  Appropriations. 


INCREASE  IN  CERTAIN  BUDGET 
APPROPRIATIONS. 

The  following  was  received: 

City  of  Boston, 
Office  of  the  Mayor,  March  11,  1946.   • 
To  the  City  Council. 

Gentlemen, —  In  the  original  budget  submitted 
by  me  on  February  4,  1946,  there  was  provision 
for  the  statutory  requirements  for  the  necessary 
appropriations  preliminary  to  issuance  of  loans  as. 
follows: 

Public  Ways,  Construction  of $146,000 

Sewerage  Works $146,000 

Purchase  of  Departmental  Equipment.  .  .  $140,000 

Since  submission  of  the  original  budget  I  have 
been  advised  by  the  assessors  of  an  increase  in  the 
valuation  of  the  city  for  1945,  upon  which  ten 
cents  per  thousand  is  necessary,  and  as  a  result 
the  city  is  obliged  to  increase  the  above  appro- 
priations $3,000  each,  so  that,  respectively,  the 
above  amounts  will  be  $149,000  in  each  case,  or  a 
total  addition  to  the  budget  of  $9,000. 

In  accordance  therewith  I  respectfully  request 
your  Honorable  Body  to  increase  the  necessary 
appropriations  as  above  outlined,  and  in  accord- 
ance with  charter  provisions  I  give  my  approval  to 
such  increases. 

Respectfully, 
James  M.  Curley,  Mayor. 

Referred  to  Committee  on  Appropriations. 


PETITIONS   REFERRED. 

The    following    petitions     were    received     and 
referred  to  the  committees  named,  viz.: 
Claims. 

Henry  Bombella,  for  compensation  for  damage 
to  property  at  409  Adams  street,  caused  by  break 
in  water  main. 

John  W.  Bradley,  to  be  reimbursed  as  result  of 
accident  which  occurred  while  in  performance  of 
duty.  , 

Frank  Brezniak,  for  compensation  for  damage 
to  property  at  90  South  Market  street,  caused  by 
break  in  water  main. 

Margaret  Cammarata,  for  compensation  for 
damage  to  car  by  sanitary  truck. 

Mary  M.  Kelly,  for  compensation  for  damage 
to  property  at  51  King  street,  caused  by  broken 
water  main.  ... 

'     Rita  Lydon,  for  compensation  for  injuries  caused 
by  an  alleged  defect  at  878  Huntington  avenue. 

Massachusetts  Memorial  Hospitals,  to  be  repaid 
for  sum  of  money  spent  to  re-establish  flow  of 
water  at  310  Allston  street,  Brighton. 

Martin  McDonnell,  to  be  reimbursed  as  result  of 
accident  which  occurred  while  in  performance  of 
duty.     .  . 

Margaret  M.  Murphy,  for  compensation  for 
injuries  caused  by  an  alleged  defect  at  3  Adams 
street,  Charlestown. 

Stella  M.  Orlandella,  for  compensation  for 
injuries  caused  by  an  alleged  defect  at  00  Prince 

John  G.  Pender,  to  be  reimbursed  as  result  of 
accident  which  occurred  while  in  performance  of 

William  Quigg,  to  be  reimbursed  as  result  of 
accident  which  occurred  while  in  performance  of 
duty.  .        , 

Mary  A.  Ryan,  for  compensation  for  injuries 
i.aused  by  an  alleged  defect  at  Boylston  and. 
Tremont  streets. 
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streets. 


MINORS'    LICENSES 

Petition  of  Fred  11.  Freeman  f < .  i-  children  to 
appear  at  Boston  Garden  on  March  12  was  re- 
ceived.    Permit  granted,  under  usual  conditions. 


APPOINTMENTS    IN    HEALTH 
DEPARTMENT. 

Notices  were  received  from  the  Health  Depart- 
ment of  the  following  appointments: 

Patrick  I..  Foley,  84  G  street,  South  Boston, 
provisional  appointment  as  inspector  of  housing 
and  sanitation  at  $1,800  per  year  plus  $200  E.  C.  A., 
effective  March  G. 

John  Murphy.  18  Marbury  terrace,  Jamaica 
Plain,  provisional  appointment  as  inspector  of 
housing  and  sanitation  at  SI, 800  per  year  plus  $200 
E.  C.  A.,  effective  March  6. 

Severally  placed  on  file. 


BOND   OF   WILLIAM    C.    McCOKMACK. 

The  bond  of  indemnity   of  William   C.  McCor- 
niack  was  received  and  approved  by  the  Council. 


CONFIRMATION    OF   APPOINTMENT. 

President  KELLY  called  up,  under  unfinished 
business,  No.  1  on  the  calendar,. viz.: 

1.  Action  on  appointment  submitted  by  the 
Mayor  March  4,  1946,  of  Joseph  F.  Noonan  to  be 
a  Weigher  of  Goods. 

The  question  came  on  confirmation,  and  Coun. 
Madden  and  Moriarty  were  appointed  a  committee 
to  receive,  sort  and  count  ballots. 

Coun.  HANNON — The  thought  just  occurred 
to  me,  relative  to  calling  up  this  No.  1  on  the 
calendar,  that  we  have  been  subjected  to  a  lot  of 
criticism  lately  because  of  a  vote  that  went  through 
here  because  we  didn't  know  the  party  for  whom 
we  were  voting.  Now,  we  come  in  here  week  after 
week  and  some  matter  is  presented  to  us.  We  are 
asked  to  vote  for  the  approval  of  somebody  that 
we  don't  know.  Now,  if  it  was  wrong  then,  it  is 
wrong  now,  and  from  now  on  I  am  going  to  vote 
"no"  unless  I  know  who  these  people  are.  They 
are  only  weighers  of  coal,  and  I  don't  even  know 
•what  a  weigher  of  coal  does;  but  I  do  know  that 
I  don't  know  the  party  involved,  and  as  long  as 
the  newspapers  want  to  question  our  integrity  or 
want  to  question  our  motives  in  voting  for  the 
approval  of  these  people,  I  think  that  we  too 
should  know  more  about  them.  If  we  are  to  have 
any  approval,  let  us  know  who  and  what  these 
people  are.  And  I  am  going  to  move  that  our 
Committee  on  Constables  be  likewise  appointed  a 
committee  on  confirmation.  We  have  been  criti- 
cized once,  and  I  am  not  going  to  leave  myself 
open  for  criticism  again,  unless  I  have  some  assur- 
ance who  knows  the  party  for  whom  I  am  casting 
mv  votes. 

Coun.  HANNON  offered  the  following: 

Ordered,  That  the  City  Council  Committee  on 
Constables  be  known  henceforth  as  the  Committee 
on  Constables  and  Confirmation,  and  to  this  com- 
mittee shall  be  referred  any  and  every  appoint- 
ment which  must  be  approved  by  the  City  Council. 

Passed  under  suspension  of  the  rule,  and  No.  1 
on  the  calendar  was  referred  to  said  Committee  on 
Constables  and  Confirmation. 


GRIME    WAVE   IN    BOSTON. 

Coun.  COFFEY  offered  the  following: 
Ordered,  That  the  Police  Commissioner  of  the 
City  of  Boston  be  requested,  through  his  Honor 
the  Mayor,  to  take  immediate  steps  to  clean  up 
the  crime  wave  which  is  presently  raging  in 
Boston. 

Coun.  COFFEY — Mr.  President,  for  a  long  time 
now  I  have  been  wanting  to  introduce  this  order. 
I  don't  think  I  have  to  go  into  detail  to  make 
anybody  within   the  hearing  of  my  voice  realize 


that  there  is  a  crime  wave  in  Boston.  I  think 
there  are  two  things  that  could  stop  a  crime  wave. 
To  begin  with,  more  police  officers  should  be 
appointed,  regardless  of  whether  there  has  been 
an  examination  held  last  Saturday  or  not.  I 
think  more  police  officers  should  immediately  be 
appointed.  And,  second,  I  think  that  they  ought 
to  stop  this  worry  about,  the  traffic  situation  and 
doing  what  they  can  for  business  houses  of  Boston. 
Business  houses  are  not  starving,  to  my  way  of 
thinking,  and  all  you  have  to  do  is  to  go  in  there 
and  look  at  the  prices  on  some  of  the  things 
they  are  selling,  and  you  will  find  they  are 
making  a  pretty  good  profit,  regardless  of  the 
ready  money  people  have  today.  Getting  back 
to  the  crime  wave,  we  have  had  quite  a  crime 
wave  now  for  the  past  six  months.  You  see  it 
every  time  you  pick  up  a  paper.  Six  months  or 
so  ago  we  read  where  the  South  Boston  Yacht 
Club  was  raided.  I  think  the  Police  Commis- 
sioner himself  is  a  member  of  that  club.  They 
arrested  some  prominent  people  there.  Fot  what? 
Playing  cards.  We  took  up  the  papers  here  only 
recently  on  Wednesday  —  not  on  Sunday,  but  on 
Wednesday  —  and  we  see  where  the  police  captain . 
in  East  Boston  has  raided  the  American  Legion. 
He  walked  in  with  a  crew  of  eight  or  ten  officers 
with  pickaxes  and  found  three  men  with  some 
money  on  the  table  playing  cards.  Not  satisfied 
to  take  the  three  men,  they  took  everybody  present, 
and  walked  into  the  commander's  room,  where  he 
was  holding  a  conference,  and  arrested  everybody 
in  that  room,  even  though  it  was  away  from  where 
these  three  men  were  playing  cards.  There  is  no 
use  in  kidding  ourselves.  I  have  said  on  the  floor 
here  time  and  time  again,  no  matter  where  you  go 
you  will  find  a  bookie;  no  matter  what  station 
house  you  go  to  you  will  find  a  card  room  in  the 
back  room,  and  find  them  playing  for  money, 
playing  dominoes  for  money,  or  playing  checkers 
for  money.  It  is  a  pastime.  They  can't  sit  there 
forever  talking  to  each  other;  they  would  run  out 
of  subjects.  They  do  play  cards,  and  I  am  willing 
to  say,  and  say  it  again,  that  there  is  a  bookie  in 
the  State  House,  there  is  a  bookie  in  City  Hall, 
and  there  is  a  bookie  in  the  police  station,  in  every 
station  in  the  City  of  Boston.  The  cops  them- 
selves do  the  booking.  Everybody  knows  it. 
But  when  they  raid  a  place  like  the  South  Boston 
Yacht  Club  or  the  Orient  Heights  Post  of  the 
American  Legion,  when  cops  are  doing  the  same 
thing  in  the  police  stations,  in  their  own  police 
stations,  I  think  it  is  time  that  somebody  took  the 
floor  and  let  it  be  known  that  we  are  not  satisfied 
with  conditions  and  the  way  they  are  today.  We 
pick  up  a.  newspaper  and  see  where  a  taxicab 
driver  was  kidnapped  by  two  men  at  gun  point, 
taken  for  a  ride  out  to  Stoneham,  and  driven 
back  to  the  City  of  Boston  and  dumped  off  in  the 
Back  Bay.  Something  has  to  be  done.  And  I 
say  that  the  cry  is  that  this  Police  Commissioner 
doesn't  know  his  job.  Some  of  the  captains  are 
taking  too  much  for  granted,  especially  that  walk 
in  on  the  yacht  club  and  the  American  Legion, 
when  they  know  themselves  there  is  gambling 
going  on  in  their  own  police  stations.  And  I 
don't  doubt  that  they  play  with  the  cops  them- 
selves, or  play  a  horse  once  in  a  while.  But,  for 
the  love  of  God,  let  us  stop  kidding  ourselves. 
Conditions  are  bad  in  Boston.  Houses  are  being 
walked  into  by  men  with  guns,  and  people  are 
being  stuck  up.  Every  day  you  find  in  the  paper 
where  two,  three  or  four  robberies  are  committed 
overnight  and  within  the  city  limits.  And  then 
if  you  go  to  park  in  any  street  in  the  City  of 
Boston  there  is  always  a  cop  that  shows  up  to 
give  you  a  tag.  But  there  is  never  a  cop  around 
to  give  you  help  when  it  is  needed.  I  say  put  on 
some  new  men,  take  a  lot  of  these  men  off  traffic 
and  put  them  on  night  details,  and  put  them  on 
cruising  cars  where  they  can  be  at  the  scene  of  a 
robbery  as  soon  as  possible.  Conditions  are  bad, 
but  they  won't  be  any  better  while  the  Police 
Department  is  paying  no  attention  to  things  that 
are  now  going  ou. 

The  order  was  passed  under  suspension  of  the 
rule. 


TRAFFIC   SIGNALS  AT   HUNTINGTON 
AVENUE  AND  WEST  NEWTON  STREET. 

Coun.  CHASE  offered  the  following: 
Ordered,  That  the  Boston  Traffic  Commissioner 
be   requested,   through    his   Honor  the   Mayor,   to 
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install  traffic  signals  at  the  intersection  of  Hunt- 
ington avenue  and  WestvNewton  street. 

"Coun.  CHASE — Mr.  President,  during  the  past 
few  years,  ever  since  the  construction  of  the  Hunt- 
ington Avenue  Subway,  Huntington  avenue  has 
been  a  speed  highway.  Many  people  have  been 
killed  and  injured  at  intersections  of  the  various 
streets  leading  into  Huntington  avenue,  especially 
at  the  intersection  of  West  Newton  street  and 
Huntington  avenue.  An  old  man  was  very  badly 
injured  there  last.  Friday,  hit  by  a  speeding  auto- 
mobile on  Huntington  avenue  near  West  Newton 
street,  as  the  elderly  man  was  crossing  the  highway. 
There  are  no  traffic  signals  there,  and  it  is  one  of 
the  most  dangerous  intersections  of  the  city. 
There  should  be  traffic  signals  there,  and  I  believe 
it'  behooves  municipal  authorities  to  take  action 
and  have  traffic  signals  put  at  that  particular  spot. 
During  the  war  they  had  an  alibi  that  they  were 
unable  to  get  the  necessary  materials  to  erect 
these  signals,  but  I  know  of  no  more  needed  and 
worthy  event  than  to  erect  signals  at  an  inter- 
section like  the  corner  of  West  Newton  street  and 
Huntington  avenue.  It  means,  or  it  would  mean, 
the  saving  of  human  lives  and  the  saving  of  much 
suffering  and  much  injury.  Mr.  President,  I  don't 
know  if  his  Honor  the  Mayor  has  made  any  pro- 
vision in  the  municipal  budget  this  coming  year" 
for  traffic  signals,  but  I  do  say  in  view  of  the  bad 
condition  at  Huntington  avenue  that  he  should 
put  ample  funds  in  to  provide  for  remedying  con- 
ditions on  that  avenue.  I  think  human  life  is 
worth  more  than  money  at  any  time,  and  I  trust, 
sir,  that  in  order  to  prevent  any  further  fatal  acci- 
dents on  Huntington  avenue  his  Honor  the  Mayor 
will  do  everything  in  his  power  to  remedy  condi- 
tions existing  there. 

Coun.  CAREY — If  the  councilor  has  no  objec- 
tion, I  would  like  to  ask  that  the  order  go  to  the 
Committee  on  Public  Safety,  for  the  reason  that 
on  Huntington  avenue,  particularly  since  gas 
rationing  was  lifted,  when  traffic  has  become  more 
congested,  every  day  all  the  way  down  from  the 
Brookline  line  to  Boylston  street  we  find  a  line  of 
swiftly  moving  traffic.  Something  has  to  be  done 
not  only  during  the  daytime  but  during  the  dark 
hours,  because  as  you  come  further  along  on 
Huntington  avenue,  you  find  a  curve  in  the  street 
between  Brigham  Circle  and  the  underpass  that 
has  created  a  very  serious  hazard  for  pedestrians. 
The  time  has  come — and '  I  have  no  doubt  his 
Honor  the  Mayor  who  travels  that  highway,  is 
well  aware  of  that  traffic  hazard — when  some- 
thing has  to  be  done,  and  done  immediately.  If 
there  is  no  objection,  I  would  like  to  have  the 
councilor  have  the  order  go  back  to  the  Committee 
on  Public  Safety,  so  that  we  can  bring  in  the 
Traffic  Commissioner  and  see  if  something  can't  be 
done  immediately  to  remedy  this  very  dangerous' 
condition. 

President  KELLY — Have  you  any  objection, 
councilor? 

Coun.  CHASE— No  objection. 

The  order  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
Public  Safety. 


PAYMENT  TO  INNOCENTIA  F.  MAGUIRE. 

Coun.  BAYLEY  offered  the  following: 
Resolved,  That  the  City  Council  of  Boston 
hereby  favors  the  enactment  of  legislation  entitled 
"An  Act  authorizing  the  City  of  Boston  to  pay  a 
sum  of  money  to  Innocentia  F.  Maguire  for  In- 
juries Sustained  by  Her  at  the  Brighton  High 
School  in  said  city,"  provided  said  legislation  in- 
cludes a  referendum  to  the  Mayor  and  City  Council. 
Passed  under  suspension  of  the  rule. 


STATEMENT    BY 

REPRESENTATIVE   JOHN   H.   TAYLOR. 

Coun.  COOK  offered  the  following: 

Whereas,  A  member  of  the  Great  and  General 
Court  of  Massachusetts,  John  H.  Taylor  of  Quincy, 
made  a  false  statement  maligning  a  race  whose 
integrity,  character  and  good  citizenship  have  been 
unquestioned  in  the  Commonwealth  of  Massa- 
chusetts;   and 

Whereas,  Such  statements  are  undemocratic 
and  un-American  and  reflect  upon  those  holding 
public  office  who  do  not  rise  up  to  condemn  such 
statements;    therefore  be  it 


Resolved,  That  the  Boston  City  Council  in 
meeting  assembled  condemn  such  statement  as 
•false,  undemocratic  and  un-American  and  call 
upon  the  Great  and  General  Court  to  take  such 
appropriate  action  as  will  show  to  the  nation  that 
these  statements  are  contrary  to  the  beliefs  and 
principles  of  those  holding  public  office  in  the  Com- 
monwealth of  Massachusetts. 

Referred  to  the  Committee  on  Rules. 


STREET   LIGHTS   IN   WARD    13. 

Coun.  HANNON  offered  the  following: 

Ordered,  That  his  Honor  the  Mayor  be  requested 
to  confer  with  the  Commissioner  of  Public  Works 
relative  to  improvement  of  the  street  lights  in 
Ward   13. 

Coun.  HANNON— Mr.  President,  I  don't  sup- 
pose that  Ward  13  is  any  worse  off  than  any  other 
ward  in  the  city.  For  some  time  past  now  we  have 
been  clamoring  for  some  improvement  in  the  street 
lighting  situation,  and  I  don't  know  what  steps 
have  been  taken  towards  remedying  this  existing 
evil.  However,  last  Saturday  in  my  district  one 
fatality  occurred  when  an  automobile  struck  a 
hydrant  and  a  light,  which  were  in  close  proximity 
to  each  other,  and  which,  because  of  poor  lighting 
facilities,  could  not  be  properly  seen.  Holdups, 
accidents,  and  even  deaths  can  be  attributed  to  the 
poor  lighting  situation  in- the  City  of  Boston.  We 
had  a  hearing  last  year  relative  to  the  replacing  of 
gas  lights  by  electric  lights.  Now,  I  wonder  how 
much  progress  has  been  made  on  this.  I  am 
merely  offering  this,  Mr.  President,  to  see  if  we 
can't  get  some  information,  because  I  think  one 
of  the  problems  of  a  wide-awake  city  is  to  provide 
proper  lighting  facilities.  We  haven't  got  them 
now,  and  I  hope  that  some  steps  will  be  taken  so 
we  will  have  them  in  the  future. 

The  order  was  passed  under  suspension  of  the 
rule. 


USE  OF  VACANT  LAND  ON  CARSON 
STREET   FOR   PLAYGROUND. 

Coun.  HANNON  offered  the  following: 

Ordered,  That  his  Honor  the  Mayor  direct  the 

Park  Commissioner  to  level  off  and  improve  for 

playground   purposes  the  vacant  land  on  Carson 

street,  Dorchester,  belonging  to  the  City  of  Boston. 

Passed  under  suspension  of  the  rule. 


CONSTRUCTION    OF 
LEBANON  AND  OLEANDER  STREETS. 

Coun.  HANNON  offered  the  following: 

Ordered,  That  his  Honor  the  Mayor  be  requested 
to  direct  the  Commissioner  of  Public  Works  to 
construct  Lebanon  street  and  Oleander  street  in 
Ward  13,  to  remove  an  existing  hazard. 

Coun.  HANNON — These  two  streets  that  are 
mentioned  are  streets  which  last  year  were  ac- 
cepted by  the  Board  of  Street  Commissioners  of 
the  City  of  Boston.  In  order  to  expedite  a  hazard- 
ous condition  which  exists  there,  I  am  requesting 
the  Commissioner  of  Public  Works  to  construct 
these  streets.  They  are  now  practically  impass- 
able, and  every  day  that  there  is  a  rainstorm'  be- 
cause of  the  depression  there  the  water  rushes 
down  this  street,  and  the  houses  at  the  bottom  are 
flooded  and  inundated,  and  the  condition  should 
be  remedied. 

The  order  was  passed  under  suspension  of  the 
rule. 


THREE    COUNCILORS    AS.  MEMBERS    OF 
ADVISORY   COMMITTEE. 

Coun.  HANNON  offered  the  following: 
Ordered,  That  his  Honor  the  Mayor  be  requested 
to  consider  the  advisability  of  assigning  three  mem- 
bers of  the  Boston  City  Council  to  the  Advisory 
Committee  he  is  now  establishing  for  the  purpose 
of  survey  of  the  city  government  and  its  de- 
partments. 

Coun.  HANNON— Mr.  President,  the  other  day 
I  read  in  the  paper  where  his  Honor  the  Mayor 
was  appointing  an  Advisory  Committee  to  confer 
with  him  relative  to  city  conditions  and  city  de- 
partments, financial  conditions,  and  so  forth. 
Needless  to  say,  I  was  disappointed  when  I  read 


no 


CITY     COUNCIL. 


through  the  list  of  appointees  to  that  committee, 
and  I  Found  that  the  City  Council  was  not  even 
mentioned.  .Now.  I  am  looking  at  this  as  an  un- 
fortunate oversight  on  the  part  of  liis  Honor  the 
Mayor.  I  am  convinced  that  he  is  trying  to  do  a 
good  job.  I  am  convinced  he  wants  to  do  a  good 
job.  But,  likewise,  1  am  convinced  that  we  bere 
in  the  Council  are  supposed  to  <lo  a  good  job,  and 
we  have  our  part  and  our  function  in  the  city 
government,  and.  regardless  of  what  improve- 
ments are  recommended  by  this  committee  that 
he  is  appointing,  those  improvements  are  going  to 
come  to  us.  They  are  going  to  come  to  us  for 
financing.  They  are  going  to  come  to  us  for  ways 
and  means  of  construction.  And  I  think  in  fair- 
ness to  the  city  departments,  in  all  fairness  to  the 
residents  of  the  city  and  especially  in  all  fairness 
to  the  councilors  who  are  representatives  of  the 
public,  we  should  be  represented  on  any  such  com- 
mittee. I  was  interested  this  morning  or  yester- 
day morning  in  reading  in  one  of  the  Boston  news- 
papers that  the  Fire  Commissioner  took  certain 
individuals  down  the  harbor  to  show  how  unsea- 
worthy  and  how  irreparable  the  fireboats  were. 
And  I  scanned  the  list  of  names  of  those  who  went 
down  there,  and  there  was  no  councilor  on  that, 
either.  Now,  we  are  supposed  to  work  together 
here,  and  I  think  we  want  to  work  together.  I 
have  wasted  —  I  won't  say  I  have  wasted,  but  I 
gave  up  —  a  day  last  week  to  come  in  here  and 
listen  to  another  committee  that  was  appointed  by 
his  Honor  the  Mayor.  I  went  up  to  the  State 
House  this  morning,  and  I  spent  the  morning  up 
there  because  I  was  interested  in  the  financial 
plight  of  the  city  and  what  we  are  to  do  to  remedy 
it.  But  I  am  not  one  who  is  going  to  sit  back  and 
wait  until  the  last  minute  and  then  be  called  in 
and  be  asked  to  approve  this  or  approve  that  ex- 
penditure. I  want  to  see  Boston  a  better  city, 
Mr.  President,  and  if  it  is  within  my  power,  I 
want  to  help  make  it  a  better  city,  but  I  think  the 
proper  way  to  proceed  is  to  have  representation  of 
the  City  Council  on  every  advisory  and  super- 
visory committee  that  is  appointed  in  the  city. 
After  all,  we  are  part  of  the  government  of  the 
city.  We  have  to  approve  loans.  We  have  to 
approve  financing.  We  have  to  approve  con- 
struction, and  we  often  have  to  approve  the  ap- 
pointments of  various  committee  members  who 
might  be  put  on  these  jobs.  We  are  going  to  be 
asked  in  a  few  days,  I  dare  say,  to  vote  money  for 
the  purchase  of  these  fireboats.  Well,  I  would 
like  to  see  them,  or  I  would  like  somebody  here  to 
see  them.  I  would  like  some  one  of  the  members 
of  this  Council  to  be  on  that  committee  and  go 
down  the  harbor  and  view  these  unseaworthy 
boats  we  are  going  to  be  asked  to  replace.  I  offer 
this  order  in  all  sincerity,  but  likewise  in  all  serious- 
ness. His  Honor  the  Mayor  wants  to  do  a  good 
job  as  Mayor  of  the  city.  I  am  convinced  of  that. 
And  I  am  likewise  convinced  that  I  am  only  one 
of  twenty-two  members  of  this  Council  who  also 
want  to  do  a  good  job.  Now,  if  conditions  in  the 
city  are  so  bad  that  committees  must  be  appointed 
to  scrutinize  and  study  them,  then  I  think  that 
we,  as  the  court  of  last  resort,  as  the  court  that 
must  pass  upon  these  so-called  improvements, 
should  likewise  be  included  in  the  committee  that 
does  the  studying  or  the  committee  that  is  going 
to  make  these  recommendations. 

Coun.  KINSELLA— Mr.  President,  while  I 
think  that  is  an  excellent  order,  and  while  I  think 
those  criticisms  are  well  founded,  I  had  a  recollec- 
tion of  the  establishment  of  a  Civilian  Defense 
Committee  in  1942,  when  Bobby  Linehan  was 
President,  and  when  he  wanted  a  Council  member 
to  be  on  that  Committee  on  Civilian  Defense. 
But  we  never  got  it.  It  seems  as  though  recent 
Mayors  of  Boston  have  a  predilection  for  scorning 
the  City  Council.  But,  scorn  them  if  you  will, 
they  are  the  Body  that  makes  a  man  a  good  or  a 
bad  mayor.  There  isn't  a  dime  he  can  spend 
without  our  authorization,  and  we  have  some  more 
recognizable  quality  than  the  quality  of  attend- 
ance upon  our  duties  here  We  should  at  least  be 
invited  to  enjoy  and  share  the  secrets  that  these 
committees  seem  to  enjoy  and  share  in  carrying 
out  the  terms  of  their  appointments.  I  don't  like 
to  be  too  critical,.  I  like  to  think  that  everybody 
today  is  interested  in  trying  to  do  something  to 
help  the  situation,  but  I  don't  see  why  the  knowl- 
edge  they  ascertain  should  be  a  deep,  dark  secret 
to  members  who  are  going  to  be  asked  to  approve 
81.10.000  for  the  maintenance  and  establishment 
of  that  committee  for  a  survey  of  Boston.  Only  a 
few  minutes  ago,  Councilor  Hannon  raised  a  point 
about  the  gentleman  whoso  name  appears  on  the 


order  of  unfinished  business.  Who  is  going  to 
have  the  say  of  the  gentlemen  whose  names  ap- 
pear on  that  committee  appointed  by  the  Mayor 
a  few  days  ago?  Are  we  always  to  have  to  go  out- 
side the  corporate  limits  of  the  City  of  Boston  for 
brains?  Are  we  always  going  to  need  to  be  be- 
holden to  wealthy  men  of  this  city  whose  J residence 
is  outside  the  city?  Whether  they  vote  here  I 
don't  care.  Are  we  going  finally  to  admit  in  the 
last  analysis  780,000  people  in  this  City  of  Boston 
can't  produce  fifteen  or  twenty  men  for  a  com- 
mittee to  study  the  burdens  they  themselves  are 
charged  with  liquidating?  Or  do  we  always  have 
to  go  outside  of  Boston?  We  should  have  access 
to  the  best  brains  in  the  city  regardless  of  where 
they  come  from,  but  in  acquiring  those  brains  we 
should  not  slight  and  snub  the  Boston  people  who 
have  to  live  in  and  on  and  as  a  result  of  those  con- 
ditions. I  said  I  didn't  want  to  become  too 
critical,  so  I  think  I  had  best  stop.  And  I  hope 
suspension  of  the  rule  steps  in  and  the  order  is 
passed  at  once,  or  its  equivalent. 

Coun.  SULLIVAN — This  order  is  a  very  good 
order,  Mr.  President,  and  the  gentleman  from 
Ward  13  (Coun.  Hannon)  should  be  compli- 
mented upon  introducing  it.  It  has  been  some- 
thing that  has  been  fought  for  here  since  I  have 
been  a  member  in  this  body.  As  the  councilor 
well  brought  out,  committees  are  appointed,  but 
with  never  one  thought  of  a  member  of  this  Body 
being  appointed  as  a  member.  But  yet  when  they 
want  money  they  come  to  this  Body,  and  they 
tell  you  that  you  must  vote  yes  for  its  passage 
because  it  is  good  for  the  city,  and  that  is  all  the 
information  you  receive.  A  few  of  us  have  been 
fighting  for  the  past  years  for  information,  but 
there  have  always  been  enough  votes  to  vote  us 
down.  I  believe  where  his  Honor  the  Mayor 
extended  us  an  invitation  to  be  present  here  a 
week  ago  last  Wednesday,  and  I  think  where  he 
appointed  members  of  the  banking  and  real  estate 
interests  and  so  forth,  he  could  have  extended  here 
into  the  fourth  floor  and  appointed  one  or  two  or 
three  members  of  this  Body  to  that  committee, 
because  any  moneys  that  committee  will  want 
they  will  have  to  come  up  to  this  body  and  get. 
And  I  think  this  order  here  should  not  be  just 
passed  unanimously  on  a  voice  vote.  And  I  am 
asking  it  be  passed  on  a  roll-call  vote.  And  I 
hope  all  future  committees  appointed  for  the 
betterment  of  the  city  won't  be  without  one 
or  more  members  of  this  Body  appointed  to  those 
committees.  And  I  ask  for  a  roll-call  vote  on  this 
particular  order. 

President  KELLY — Does  anybody  join  with 
Councilor  Sullivan  on  a  roll-call  vote? 

A  majority  of  the  members  rose,  and  the  roll 
was  called  and  the  order  passed,  yeas  19,  nays  0: 

Yeas — Coun.  Bay  ley,  Bryan,  Cantwell,  Carey, 
Chase,  Coffey,  Cook,  Fish,  Hannon,  Hurley, 
Keenan,  Kelly,  Kinsella,  Lane,  Madden,  Moriarty, 
Russo,   Scannell,   Sullivan — 19. 

Nays— 0. 


DATE   OF   SUBMISSION   OF   BUDGET. 

Coun.  SULLIVAN— What  is  the  last  date  the 
Committee  on  Appropriations  has  for  submitting 
the  budget  to  this  Body? 

President  KELLY— First  Monday  in  April, 
councilor. 

Coun.  SULLIVAN — I  move  that  when  we 
adjourn  we  adjourn  until  Tuesday,  March  19, 
which  will  give  the  Committee  on  Appropriations 
an  opportunity  to  make  their  report  on  that  date 
so  that  we  will  have  then  one  week  with  the  other 
members  of  the  Body  here  that  are  not  members 
of  the  Appropriations  Committee  to  study  that, 
and  lay  it  over  for  one  week.  If  it  is  returned 
March  25,  it  will  have  to  be  passed  on  that  same 
day.  I  would  like  to  know,  if  you  can  get  the 
information  from  the  chairman  of  the  committee, 
if  it  couldn't  be  reported  on  March  19  so  we  would 
have  an  extra  week  to  refer  it  to  Executive  and 
make  a  study  of  it?  __ 

President  KELLY — I  understand,  councilor, 
they  are  going  to  hold  their  meetings  next  week. 
Councilor  Sullivan  makes  a  motion  that  when  we 
adjourn  today  we  adjourn  until  Tuesday,  March  19. 

Coun.  KEENAN— Mr.  President. 

President  KELLY — For  what  purpose  does  the 
gentleman  rise? 

Coun.  KEENAN — A  point  of  information, 
Mr.  President. 

President    KELLY — State   your   point    of   in- 
formation. 


MARCH    11,     1946. 


Ill 


Coun.  KEENAN — Do  the  members  of  the  City 
Council  get  a  breakdown?  Do  all  the  members  of 
the  Council  get  a  breakdown  of  the  budget,  of  the 
1946  appropriations? 

President  KELLY — The  Committee  on  Appro- 
priations have,  councilor. 

Coun.  KEENAN — How  can  the  members  of  the 
Council  vote  to  pass  the  budget  if  they  don't  know 
what  they  are  voting  on  by  getting  a  breakdown? 

President  KELLY — The  Committee  on  Appro- 
priations will  be  able  to  answer  those  questions, 
councilor,  as  they  have  every  year. 

Coun.  KEENAN — Is  it  proper  that  each  mem- 
ber should  get  a  list  of  the  appropriations  for  1946? 

President  KELLY — Well,  it  never  has  been 
done  before,  councilor.  The  budget  hearings  here 
have  been  open  to  every  member  of  the  Council. 
They  have  been  held  every  day,  and  every  member 
has  been  invited  to  attend. 

Coun.  KEENAN— Mr.  President,  I,  as  one 
member  of  this  Council,  would  like  a  copy  of  the 
breakdown  that  the  members  of  the  committee 
have  had. 

President  KELLY— I  think  the  Budget  Com- 
missioner would  be  glad  to  give  you  a  copy  if  you 
so  desire  it. 

The  question  came  on  the  motion  to  adjourn  to 
March  19,  and  the  motion  was  carried. 


ORDER   PRESENTED   AND   WITHDRAWN. 

Coun.  HURLEY  here  presented  an  order. 
President  KELLY— The  Chair  will  ask  Councilor 
Hurley  if  he  will  withdraw  this  order. 
Coun.  HURLEY—  I  withdraw  it. 
President  KELLY — Thank  you,  councilor. 


ORDINANCE    RE  TAKING  OF  SHELLFISH. 

Coun.  SCANNELL  offered  the  following: 

An  Ordinance  Regulating  the  Digging  and  Taking 
of  Shellfish. 

Section  1.  Except  as  hereinafter  provided,  no 
person  shall  dig  or  take  any  kind  of  shellfish 
within  the  city  of  Boston  for  any  purpose. 

Section  2.  Any  person  exercising  public  author- 
ity may  at  any  time  dig  or  take  any  kind  of  shell- 
fish for  inspection  and  examination. 

Section  3.  No  shellfish  shall  be  taken  for  com- 
mercial purposes  from  the  area  bounded  and  de- 
scribed as  follows: 

;  but  any  person  may   dig  or  take 

shellfish  from  said  area  for  his  own  family  use  pro- 
vided that  a  permit  therefor  has  been  issued  to 
him  under  this  section.  The  city  council  of  the 
city    of    Boston    shall,    upon    written    application 

therefor   and  the   payment   of   a   fee   of ; 

issue  to  any  inhabitant  of  Massachusetts  a  permit 
to  take  shellfish  from  said  area  for  his  own  family 
use  to  an  amount  not  exceeding  one  bushel  in  any 
one  week.  Such  permit  shall  not  allow  the  taking 
of  shellfish  of  a  size  or  at  a  season  prohibited  by 
law. 

Section  4.  Any  person  may  dig  or  take  any 
kind  of  shellfish  for  commercial  purposes  provided 
that  a  permit  therefor  has  been  issued  to  him  under 
this  section.  The  city  council  of  the  city  of  Boston 
may,   upon  written   application   therefor  and  the 

payment  of  a  fee  of ,  issue  permits  to  take 

shellfish  for  commercial  purposes.  To  avoid  un- 
due depletion,  not  more  than  twenty  such  permits 
may  be  issued  for  any  calendar  year.  If  there  are 
more  than  twenty  applications  for  such  permits, 
further  permits  may  be  issued  with  preference  to 
residents  of  Boston.  No  permit  for  the  taking  of 
shellfish  for  commercial  purposes  shall  be  issued 
to  an  alien  unless  he  has  resided  in  the  city  of 
Boston  for  at  least  five  years  next  preceding  the 
date  of  his  application  therefor,  or  has  been  a  resi- 
dent of  Suffolk  County  for  at  least  five  years  next 
preceding  the  date  of  such  application  and  has 
taken  shellfish  commercially  within  the  city  of 
Boston  for  such  period. 

Section  5.  Permits  issued  under  this  ordinance 
shall  be  issued  under  vote,  and  in  the  name,  of  the 
city  council,  but  shall  bear  the  signature  of  the 
city  clerk.  Any  permit  issued  under  this  ordinance 
shall  be  valid  only  during  the  calendar  year  for 
which  such  permit  is  issued  and  shall  be  voted  by 
the  city  council  not  earlier  than  one  month  prior 
to  its  effective  date.  Permits  issued  under  this 
ordinance  shall  not  authorize  the  digging  or  taking 
of  shellfish  without  a  further  permit  as  provided 


in  section  seventy-five  of  chapter  one  hundred  and 
thirty  of  the  General  Laws  or  contrary  to  the  pro- 
visions of  such  permit,  from  any  area  determined 
under  section  seventy-four  of  said  chapter  one 
hundred  and  thirty  or  under  corresponding  provi- 
sions of  earlier  laws  to  be  contaminated. 

Section  6.  Chapter  five  of  the  ordinances  of 
nineteen  hundred  and  forty-five  is  hereby  repealed. 

Section  7.  This  ordinance  shall  take  effect 
on 

Coun.  SCANNELL— Mr.  President,  in  sub- 
mitting this  ordinance  in  regard  to  shellfish  for 
the  residents  of  Boston,  I  am  submitting  this  as  it 
came  down  from  the  Law  Department.  What  I 
would  like  to  do  is  have  this  read  in  today  and 
acted  on  today,  because  I-  understand  through 
some  error  in  the  former  ordinance,  the  result  is 
that  there  are  as  many,  I  am  given  to  understand,  as 
200  clam  diggers  here  from  outside  the  city,  and 
they  are  coming  in  and  they  are  just  about  cleqji- 
ing  out  the  Boston  flats.  And  I  am  given  also  to 
understand  that  there  are  probably  40  or  50 
Boston  clam  diggers  who  have  licenses,  or  who 
have  been  at  this  industry  for  the  past  25  or  30 
years,  and  they  are  being  deprived  of  the  oppor- 
tunity to  dig  clams.  And  if  we  let  them  go  much 
longer,  then  all  the  Boston  area  will  be  dug  out 
and  there  won't  be  any  clams  to  be  had.  It  seems 
to  me,  for  the  protection  of  the  people  of  the  city 
■ — ■  the  clam  diggers,  or  the  industry  at  least  of 
this  city  —  we  should  see  if  we  cannot  accept  this 
and  accept  it  today. 

The  ordinance  was  referred  to  the  Executive 
Committee. 


WITHDRAWAL     OF     RESOLUTION     FROM 
COMMITTEE   ON   RULES. 

Coun.  KINSELLA— Mr.  President. 

President  KELLY — Councilor  Kinsella. 

Coun.  KINSELLA — -I  rise  to  make  a  motion. 
Mr.  President,  I  move  that  the  resolution  filed  by 
me  on  February  4,  dealing  with  the  loan  to  Great 
Britain  be  withdrawn  from  the  Committee  on 
Rules  because  of  the  fact  it  has  now  had  35  days 
and  it  has  not  been  reported. 

Coun.  SULLIVAN — Has  the  chairman  of  the 
Committee  on  Rules  any  report  to  make  on  that? 

Coun.  LANE — The  Committee  on  Rules  has  not 
yet  had  a  meeting,  and  therefore  the  Committee 
on  Rules,  speaking  as  chairman  of  the  committee, 
has  no  objection  to  the  withdrawal  from  that 
committee. 

A  rising  vote  was  taken,  13  members  rising,  and 
the  motion  to  withdraw  the  resolution  from  the 
Committee  on  Rules  was  carried. 

The  resolution  was  passed  under  suspension  of 
the  rule. 


RESURFACING   OF   METROPOLITAN 

AVENUE. 

Coun.  CANTWELL  offered  the  following: 
Ordered,  That  the  Commissioner  of  Public 
Works  be  requested,  through  his  Honor  the  Mayor, 
to  resurface  with  smooth  paving  Metropolitan 
avenue,  from  Washington  street  to  Poplar  street, 
Ward  18. 

Passed  under  suspension  of  the  rule. 


ACCEPTANCE  OF  TESLA  STREET. 

Coun.  CANTWELL  offered  the  following: 
Ordered,    That    the    Board   of   Street   Commis- 
sioners be  requested,  through  his  Honor  the  Mayor, 
to  accept  and  lay  out  as  a  public  highway  Tesla 
street,  Ward  18. 

Passed  under  suspension  of  the  rule. 


REPORT  OF  COMMITTEE  ON  RULES. 

Coun.  LANE,  for  the  Committee  on  Rules,  sub- 
mitted the  following: 

Report  on  resolution  (referred  today)  condemn- 
ing statement  by  Representative  Taylor — that 
same  ought  to  pass. 

The  report  was  accepted,  and  the  resolution  was 
declared  passed. 

Coun.  COOK — In  offering  this  resolution,  I 
know  that  the  City  of  Boston,  the  Commonwealth 
of  Massachusetts,  and  probably  the  nation  has  been 
startled  to  hear  a  statement 
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CITY     COUNCIL. 


Coun.  SUL1  l\  \\  M..  President,  wasn't  this 
order  here  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Rules? 

President  KELLY— H  was,  councilor, 

Coun.  SULLIVAN  Wasn't  our  ruling  that  no 
committee  hearing  could  be  held  on  the  same  day. 

President  KELLY — A  committee  meeting  ap- 
parently was  held,  councilor. 

Coun.  SULLIVAN — 1  object  to  having  it  beard 
:ii  this  meeting. 

President  KELLY — Councilor  Sullivan  objects 
to  its  being  heard  at  this  meeting. 

Coun.  COOK-  Mr,  President,  a  point,  of  order. 
Ii  seems  to  me  that  we  just  accepted  the  com- 
mittee's report. 

President  KELLY— 'Die  Chair  will  have  to  rule, 
councilor,  on  account  of  Councilor  Sullivan's  ob- 
jection, that  my  acceptance  is  out  of  order.  The 
councilor  objects,  and  the  resolution  will  still  have 
to  remain  with  the  Committee  on  Rules.  The 
holding  of  a  paper  is  strictly  a  committee  right, 
unless  some  member  of  the  Council  objects. 

Coun.  COOK — I  would  like  unanimous  consent 
to  make  a  statement. 

President   KELLY  —  Is  there  any  objection? 

Coun.  SULLIVAN — Mr.  President,  I  have  an 
idea  of  what  he  is  going  to  talk  on.  Does  that  rule 
refer  to  this  order,  where  it  is  not  before  us? 

President  KELLY — His  resolution  is  before  the 
Committee  on  Rules.  Naturally  he  cannot  talk 
on  that  resolution.  I  don't,  know  what,  he  wants 
to  take  the  floor  for. 

Coun.  COOK — If  that  is  the  ruling  of  the  Presi- 
dent of  the  Body,  I  have  no  statement  to  make. 
I  thought  on  unanimous  consent  to  make  a  state- 
ment I  could  make  a  statement  on  anything. 

President  KELLY — No,  under  the  rules  as 
passed  by  this  year's  Body,  you  can  talk  on  any  mat- 
ter you  want  except  a  resolution  which  was  referred 
to  the  Committee  on  Rules,  on  which  there  is  no 
debate.  However,  you  can  ask  unanimous  consent 
to  make  a  statement.  That  is  why  I  am  granting 
you  the  floor,  not  knowing  what  you  want  to  talk  on. 

Coun.  COOK — My  statement  being  limited,  I 
don't  wish  to  put  anything  over  on  the  Body.  I 
want  to  talk  about  the  principle  and  the  substance 
of  the  resolution.  If  I  am  ruled  out  of  order,  I  will 
be  seated.     If  not,  I  will  talk  on  it. 

President  KELLY — Well,  the  Chair  regrets, 
councilor,  that,  according  to  the  rules  this  year, 
that  the  members  of  the  Body  passed,  you  cannot 
speak  on  the  resolution  until  it  is  reported  out  of 
the  committee. 

Coun.  COOK— Well,  Mr.  President,  a  point  of 
information. 

President  KELLY — State  your  point  of  in- 
formation. 

Coun.  COOK — Could  I  have  the  number  of  that 
rule,  please? 

President  KELLY — Yes,  councilor,  Rule  13. 

Coun.  KINSELLA— Will  the  clerk  read  Rule  13, 
please? 

The  clerk  read  Rule  13  of  the  Rules  of  the  City 
Council,  as  follows: 

Rule  13.  No  motion  or  proposition  of  a  sub- 
ject different  from  that  under  consideration  shall 
be  admitted  under  color  of  amendment. 

Any  motion,  order  or  resolution  which  in  the 
opinion  of  the  presiding  officer  does  not  have  a 
direct  bearing  on  the  business  of  the  council  shall 
be  referred  without  debate  to  the  committee  on 
rules  and  shall  not  be  fuither  considered  by  the 
council  except  upon  report  by  that  committee. 
There  shall  be  no  appeal  from  the  decision  of  the 
chair  hereunder,  and  this  rule  shall  not  be  subject 
to  suspension.  Nonunions  shall  apply,  nor  shall 
unanimous  consent  to  speak  on  the  matter  so 
referred  be  in  order. 

The  committee  on  rules  may  report,  that  any 
motion,  order  or  resolution  so  referred  to  it  is  out 
of  order  because  not  having  a  direct  bearing  on  the 
business  of  the  council,  and  its  report  shall  be  a 
final  disposition  of  the  matter,  subject  to  an  appeal 
which  shall  be  governed  by  the  same  provisions  as 
I  governing  appeals  from  rulings  of  the  pre- 
siding officer. 

Conn.  KINSELLA—  Will  the  Chair  rule  that  a 
defense  of  some  of  the  citizens  of  Boston  is  prob- 
ably ( lounci]  business? 

President  KELLY— Well,  the  Chair  will  rule 
that,  the  resolution  presented  by  Councilor  Cook 
today  is  not  within  i he  province  of  the  members 

of  the  ( 'it  v  Council. 

Coun.  COOK      Mr.  President  — 

(  oun.   KINSELLA  Will  the  gentleman  yield.' 

President   KELLY  Councilor  Kinsella  still  has 

tin-  floor.       Does  llie  councilor  care  to  yield? 


Conn.   KINSELLA       I  will  yield. 

Coun.  COOK — Mr.  President,  as  I  understand 
Rule  13,  it  still  doesn't  prevent  me  speaking  on 
the  resolution  because  the  Committee  on  Rules 
has  made  a  report.  I  still  have  to  hear  from  the 
President  as  to  wdiat  the  rule  says  as  to  the  com- 
mittee not,  making  a  report. 

President  KELLY — Although  the  Committee  on 
Rules  has  made,  a  report,  that  report  has  been 
objected  to  by  Councilor  Sullivan  on  account  of  a 
point  of  order. 

Coun.  COOK— -I  would  like  to  know  where  that 
point  of  order  is  taken,  under  what  rule? 

President  KELLY— The  clerk  will  read  Rule  30. 
The  clerk  read  Rule  30  of  Rules  of  the  City 
Council,  as  follows: 

Committee  Meetings. 
Rule  30.  No  meeting  of  any  committee  shall, 
without  the  consent  of  all  the  members  thereof, 
be  called  upon  less  notice  than  twenty-four  hours 
from  the  time  the  clerk  shall  have  mailed  the 
notices  or  dispatched  them  by  special  messenger, 
provided,  however,  that  meetings  of  the  executive 
committee  may  be  held  in  the  recess  period  of  any 
meeting  of  the  council  without  such  consent  or 
notice.  No  committee,  unless  authorized  by  an 
order  of  the  city  council,  shall  incur  any  expense. 
No  committee  meetings  shall  be  called  later  than 
one  hour  immediately  preceding  the  time  set  for 
any  regular  meeting  of  the  city  council,  nor  shall 
any  committee  remain  in  session  later  than  the 
hour  named  for  any  such  regular  meeting. 

Coun.  COOK — I  have  yet  to  hear  that  the 
Committee  on  Rules  has  not  got  unanimous 
consent  of  all  members. 

President  KELLY — The  point  involved,  coun- 
cilor, is  that  no  committee  can  meet  during  the 
Council  session,  except  the  Executive  Committee 
of  the  Boston  City  Council. 

Coun.  COOK — That  sounds  like  a  good  lule, 
but  I  would  like  to  have  it  shown  to  me  in  some 
part  of  your  printed  rules. 

President  KELLY — If  the  councilor  will  read 
Rule  30,  I  think  he  will  understand  it. 

Coun.  COOK — I  said  that  in  reference  to  Rule  30 
it  appears  there  was  unanimous  consent  of  all 
members,  and  the  committee  can  make  a  report 
at  any  time.  I  have  not  heard  the  chairman  of 
the  Committee  on  Rules  say  he  has  not  had  unani- 
mous consent. 

Coun.  SULLIVAN— Will  the  clerk  read  the 
second  paragraph?  The  clerk  read  the  second 
paragraph  of  Rule  13,  as  follows: 

Rule  13.  Any  motion,  order  or  resolution 
which  in  the  opinion  of  the  presiding  officer  does 
not  have  a  direct  bearing  on  the  business  of  the 
council  shall  be  referred  without  debate  to  the 
committee  on  rules  and  shall  not  be  further  con- 
sidered by  the  council  except  upon  report  by  that 
committee.  There  shall  be  no  appeal  from  the 
decision  of  the  chair  hereunder,  and  this  rule  shall 
not  be  subject  to  suspension.  No  motion  shall 
apply,  nor  shall  unanimous  consent  to  speak  on  the 
matter  so  referred  be  in  order. 

Coun.  SULLIVAN— The  reason  I  object  is  —  I 
should  probably  favor  this  resolution  more  than 
any  member  in  this  Body,  because  I  represent 
some  3,000  colored  people  in  my  district,  but  the 
reason  I  objected  is  —  that  we  have  rules,  and,  as 
long  as  I  am  in  here,  I  am  going  to  see  that  the 
rules  are  lived  up  to.  This  is  the  second  time  that 
one  got  by  me,  and,  as  long  as  we  have  the  rules 
and  I  know  the  rules,  I  am  going  to  act  to  see  that 
the  rules  are  lived  up  to,  because  it  is  going  to 
affect  each  and  every  one  of  us.  Resolutions  have 
been  coming  in  here  in  the  last  six  years,  and  I 
have  sponsored  them  myself,  but  at  least  we  should 
have  a  week  to  let  some  committee  make  a  report 
on  them,  particularly  the  Rules  Committee,  one 
week  after  they  have  been  introduced  in  this 
Body.  That  was  the  reason  why  that  phase  of 
that  rule  was  changed,  so  that  not  even  a  member 
could  have  unanimous  consent  to  speak  on  that 
particular  resolution  at  that  same  meeting.  It  is 
nothing  personal  that  I  am  objecting  to;  it  is 
because  such  rules  should  not  be  broken. 
Coun.  KINSELLA— Mr.  President. 
President  KELLY — For  what  purpose  does  the 
gentleman  rise? 

Coun.  KINSELLA— To  ask  a  point,  of  in- 
formation. 

President  KELLY' — Slate  your  point  of  in- 
formation. 

Coun.  KINSELLA— With  reference  to  the 
subject  under  discussion,    will   the  Chair,   through 
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the  clerk,  clarify  the  intent  of  Rule  13  where  it 
says  "Any  motion,  order  or  resolution  which  'in 
the  opinion  of  the  presiding  officer  does  not  have  a 
direct  bearing"  —  that  does  not  require  support 
of  members,  either  —  "that  does  not  have  a 
direct  bearing  on  the  business  of  the  Council 
shall  be  referred  without  debate"  —  the  phrase 
'without  debate"  is  the  point  on  which  I  want 
clarification  for  future  harmony  in  the  filing  of 
resolutions.  Does  the  Chair  rule  that  "without 
debate"  means  that  the  person  filing  the  resolve 
cannot  speak  on  the  subject  matter  of  the  resolve, 
or  does  it  mean  that  no  member  of  the  Body  can 
debate  it?  Which  does  that  phrase  mean? 
And  before  the  Chair  rules,  I  would  like  to  say, 
Mr.  President,  that  I  think  it  was  the  intent  of 
those  who  drew  that  rule  to  obviate  the  debate 
that  would  arise  if  there  was  conflict  of  opinion 
between  the  Chair  and  a  member  as  to  the  com- 
mittee to  which  it  should  be  sent,  but  there  was  no 
conflict  as  to  the  right  of  the  sponsor  to  speak  on 
that  resolve.     Which  is  the  ruling  of  the  Chair? 

President  KELLY — I  understand,  councilor, 
when  they  drew  these  rules,  there  was  to  be  no 
debate  on  a  resolution  even  by  the  gentleman  who 
drew  the  resolution  or  any  member  of  the  Body. 

Coun.  KINSELLA — It  doesn't  say  so. 


ELIMINATION  OF  CAR  RESERVATION  ON 
BRIGHTON    AVENUE. 

Coun.  MADDEN  and  LANE  offered  the 
following: 

Ordered,  That  his  Honor  the  Mayor  be  re- 
quested to  confer  with  the  Trustees  of  the  Boston 
Elevated,  the  Commissioner  of  Public  Works, 
the  Board  of  Street  Commissioners,  and  the 
heads  of  all  city  departments  affected,  relative 
to  the  advisability  of  eliminating  the  reservation 
on  Brighton  avenue,  from  Commonwealth  avenue 
to  Union  square,  Allston,  with  the  view  to  taking 
immediate  steps  to  resurface  and  reconstruct  this 
section  of  highway  and  thereby  remove  the  heavy 
single-line  traffic  presently  necessitated  by  the 
high  curb  bordering  the  reservation. 

The  order  was  passed  under  suspension  of  the 
rule. 


CONDITIONS   AT   HUNTINGTON   AVENUE 
.    AND   WEST   NEWTON   STREET. 

Coun.  CHASE  offered  the  following: 

Ordered,  That  the  Police  Commissioner  be 
requested,  through  his  Honor  the  Mayor,  to  assign 
motorcycle  police  on  Huntington  avenue  to  pre- 
vent the  dangerous  conditions  arising  there  from 
speeding  motorists;  and  be  it  further 

Ordered,  That  the  Police  Commissioner  be  re- 
quested, through  his  Honor  the  Mayor,  that 
traffic  officers  be  stationed  at  the  intersection  of 
Huntington  avenue  and  West  Newton  street  on 
three  eight-hour  shifts. 

Coun.  CHASE — Mr.  President,  pending  the 
installation  of  traffic  signal  lights  on  Huntington 
avenue,  I  think  it  is  only  proper  for  the  municipal 
authorities  to  make  arrangements  for  the  imme- 
diate placement  of  a  police  officer,  a  mounted 
police  officer,  to  cover  Huntington  avenue,  from 
Copley  square  to  Massachusetts  avenue.  That 
particular  area,  sir,  has  been  a  speed  highway. 
The  motorists  are  recklessly  traveling  over  that 
road  at  a  high  rate  of  speed,  endangering  the  lives 
of  the  people  in  that  neighborhood.  There  have 
been  too  many  deaths  on  Huntington  avenue. 
Ever  since  the  completion  of  the  Huntington 
Avenue  Subway  people  crossing  the  intersections 
are  constantly  in  danger  of  losing  theft  lives  by 
speeding  motorists.  And  I  trust,  sir,  that  his 
Honor  the  Mayor  will,  through  the  Police  Com- 
missioner, arrange  for  a  mounted  policeman 
to  patrol  that  area.  And  in  the  meantime  at  the. 
intersection  of  West  Newton  street  and  Huntington 
avenue  his  Honor  the  Mayor  should  arrange  with 
the  Police  Commissioner  to  have-  a  traffic  officer 
stationed  there:  three  officers  at  eight  hours 
apiece  should  be  at  that  intersection.  It  is  one 
of  the  most  dangerous  intersections  on  any  high- 
way. I  trust  that  his  Honor  the  Mayor  will  put 
this  communication  through  to  the  Police  Com- 
missioner. 

The  order  was  passed  under  suspension  of  the 
rule. 


ITEMIZED   BUDGETS   FOR   EACH 
DEPARTMENT. 

Coun.  CHASE  offered  the  following: 

Ordered,  That  the  Budget  Commissioner  be 
requested,  through  his  Honor  the  Mayor,  to  furnish 
the  members  of  the  City  Council  with  itemized 
budgets  for  each  department  provided  for  in  the 
annual  municipal  budget. 

Coun.  CHASE — I  had  occasion  to  hear,  earlier 
in  the  meeting,  the  request  of  one  of  my  colleagues 
that  an  itemized  budget  should  be  furnished,  that 
itemized  copies  of  the  budget  be  furnished.  I,  too, 
Mr.  President,  would  like  to  have  the  complete 
annual  budget  submitted  to  me  in  broken-down- 
fashion,  with  all  the  items  plainly  made  out  in 
that  budget.  I  think,  sir,  that  in  view  of  the  fact 
that  we  are  faced  with  a  tremendous  increase  in 
the  taxes  this  year,  and  in  view  of  the  fact  that  the 
annual  budget  has  a  $5,000,000  increase  as  against 
last  year's  budget,  this  City  Council  should  care- 
fully scrutinize  each  and  every  item  in  the  budget. 
Not  that  I  lack  any  confidence  in  the  Committee 
on  Appropriations,  sir,  but  I  feel  that,  since  I  rep- 
resent a  goodly  section  of  the  City  of  Boston,  I 
would  personally  like  to  go  over  the  annual  budget 
item  by  item.  I  don't  know  what  sort  of  a  budget 
has  been  submitted  to  the  Committee  on  Appro- 
priations, Mr.  President.  Earlier,  a  few  weeks  ago, 
newspaper  accounts  said  that  his  Honor  the  Mayor 
had  submitted  a  budget  which  was  not  itemized, 
which  was  not  broken-down,  that  it  was  the  first 
time  in  a  good  many  years  that  such  a  budget  was 
submitted  to  the  Council.  Well,  I  don't  know  how 
true  that  is,  sir,  but  I  do  know,  sir,  that  when  I 
was  chairman  of  the  Committee  on  Appropri- 
ations, back  in  1939,  I  resubmitted  the  budget  back 
to  his  Honor  the  Mayor  with  a  request  that  he 
arrange  to  have  the  Budget  Commissioner  break 
down  those  items,  item  by  item,  so  that  the  Council 
would  be  in  a  position  to  know  just  where  the  tax- 
payers' money  was  going.  And  I  trust  that  the 
Council  will  be  given  a  copy  of  the  annual  budget 
in  a  broken-down,  itemized  manner  before  it  is 
finally  acted  upon  by  this  Body.  It  is  a  reasonable 
request,  and  I  trust  that  his  Honor  the  Mayor  will 
comply  with  it. 

Coun.  FISH — Mr.  President,  I  am  glad  to  see 
this  sudden  interest  in  the  budget.  I  don't  know 
why  the  interest  was  not  taken  by  some,  who  get 
so  interested  now,  over  the  past  two  weeks.  They 
not  only  see  a  budget  broken  down  as  much  this 
year  as  any  year  that  I  have  been  in  the  Council — 
and  that  is  going  on  ten  years,  including  the  year 
when  the  councilor  from  Ward  4  (Coun.  Chase) 
was  the  chairman — but  I  think  the  Budget  Com- 
missioner will  give  the  councilor  a  break-down.  If 
he  won't  give  it  to  him,  if  he  hasn't  an  available 
copy,  he  can  have  mine.  Councilor,  I  have  a  full 
copy,  and  I  have  been  here  at  every  meeting.  I 
repeat,  I  am  glad  to  see  the  sudden  interest.  It  is 
only  too  bad  they  couldn't  come  here  and  see  the 
broken-down  budget,  saving  a  lot  of  their  own  time 
by  talking  to  the  department  heads  when  they 
were  here.  I  will  make  this  request  here  now. 
When  you  get  the  broken-down  budget,  then  go  and 
visit  your  department  heads  and  see  if  you  can  get 
some  further  information  which  you  should  have 
gotten  by  attending  the  hearings. 

Coun.  CHASE — Mr.  President,  in  answer  to  the 
gentleman  from  Dorchester  (Coun.  Fish),  may  I 
say  through  you,  sir,  that  I  don't  happen  to  be  a 
member  of  the  Committee  on  Appropriations.  But, 
as  a  member  of  the  City  Council  and  as  one  who  is 
not  serving  on  that  committee,  I  again  repeat  that 
my  request  is  a  reasonable  one,  that  the  Budget 
Commissioner  is  in  a  position  to  furnish  each  and 
every  member  of  the  City  Council,  the  22  members, 
with  a  broken-down,  itemized  budget.  There  is 
nothing  unusual  about  that.  I  am  asking  for  in- 
formation which  can  be  submitted  to  me  in  a 
written  manner. 

The  order  was  passed  under  suspension  of  the 
rule. 


FIRE    HOUSE   ON   PARKER   HILL. 

Coun.  CAREY  offered  the  following: 
Ordered,  That  his  Honor  the  Mayor  consider  the 
advisability  of  constructing  a  fire  house  on  Parker 
Hill  in  Ward  10,  at  the  earliest  possible  date. 

Coun.  CAREY — For  many  years  we  have  heard 
a  great  deal  of  comment  in  the  Ward  10  section  of 
this  city  regarding  the  necessity  for  constructing  a 
Alehouse  on  Parker  Hill.  This  year  we  have  heard 
a  great  deal  and  read  a  great  deal  in  the  news- 
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papers  regarding  the  financial  plight  of  the  oity, 
which  might  indicate  that  there  would  be  no  money 
available  tins  year  to  construct  a  new  firehouse, 

However,  1  was  one  of  those  who  watched  a  fire 
on  Cherokee  street  in  Ward  10  yesterday  after- 
noon, and  thank  God  there  was  no  wind  blowing, 
as  there  was  on  Saturday,  for  if  we  had  the  same 
winds  blowing  yesterday  afternoon  that  we  had  on 
Saturday  it  is  safe  to  say  the  greater  part  of 
Parker  Hill  would  have  been  wiped  out.  As  it 
was.  the  house  next  door  to  the  one  that  was 
burned  yesterday  was  scarred,  so  close  are  the 
houses  built  to  one  another  in  that  particular 
section  of  Ward  10.  And  I  might  call  to  the 
Mayor's  attention  the  fact  that  Ward  10  is  one 
of  the  few  wards  in  the  city  in  which  we  don't 
find  a  firehouse  within  its  confines,  or  the  only  one. 
Any  question  about  the  necessity  for  a  firehouse  on  ^ 
Parker  Hill  was  sufficiently  answered  yesterday. 
In  talking  with  many  of  the  neighbors  in  the 
immediate  vicinity  of  34  Cherokee  street,  those 
people  told  me  that  they  thought  that  the  fire 
apparatus  never  would  reach  that  fire.  Now,  in 
fairness  to  the  Fire  Department,  1  want  to  say 
that  if  it  had  not  been  for  the  good  work  of  the 
firemen  yesterday  very  serious  results  no  doubt 
would  have  occurred  as  a  result  of  that  fire.  In 
that  immediate  locality  the  houses  are  constructed 
altogether  too  close  together,  and  I  am  going  to 
ask  an  inspection  of  the  building  laws,  in  an 
attempt  to  prohibit  not  only  in  Ward  10  but  in 
any  section  of  the  city  from  now  on  construction 
of  dwellings  so  close  as  those  are  on  Parker  Hill 
in  Roxbury.  This  is  a  request  that  cannot  go 
into  the  wastebasket.  His  Honor  the  Mayor  is 
well  acquainted  with  Ward  10  and  the  layout  of 
that  section.  One  thing  that  the  home-owning 
taxpayers  of  the  city  are  entitled  to  is  ample  fire 
protection.  There  is  not  ample  fire  protection 
afforded  the  people  on  Parker  Hill.  The  nearest 
firehouse  to  Parker  Hill  is  located  on  Huntington 
avenue,  near  the  corner  of  Ruggles  street.  As  was 
brought  out  by  the  councilor  from  Ward  4  (Coun. 
Chase)  today,  when  he  spoke  about  the  heavy 
traffic  that  always  passes  through  Huntington 
avenue,  apparatus  in  leaving  the  firehouse  on 
Huntington  avenue  near  Ruggles  street  has  to 
cross  the  car  tracks,  and  of  course  it  is  very  often 
delayed  in  making  a  start  to  a  fire  because  of  the 
congested  traffic  that  moves  on  that  avenue. 
To  repeat,  we  have  heard  for  years  comment  made 
on  the  necessity  of  a  firehouse  on  the  hill.  It 
took  a  fire  as  serious  as  the  one  of  yesterday  to 
prove  to  me  and  to  others  the  necessity  for  that 
firehouse.  Let  us  not  wait  until  a  more  sad  day 
will  occur.  Fifteen  people  had  to  rush  from  their 
homes  yesterday  on  a  second's  notice.  Had  that 
fire  occurred  at  night  when  those  people  were 
asleep  their  chance  to  escape  would  have  been 
reduced  to  a  minimum.  I  sincerely  hope,  there- 
fore, that  the  Mayor  will  not  give  this  order  a 
mere  passing  notice,  but  will  consult  the  Fire  Com- 
missioner and  the  chief  of  the, department  in  an 
effort  to  find  a  suitable  location  on  the  top  of  the 
hill.  And  as  I  understand  it,  there  is  plenty  of 
city  land  up  there  upon  which  they  could  build  a 
firehouse.  I  sincerely  hope  that  this  firehouse 
will  be  constructed  in  the  very  near  future.  I 
can  assure  the  Mayor  that  my  colleagues  here  in 
the  Council  will  be  only  too  glad  upon  his  request 
to  provide  sufficient  money  for  such  a  worthy  and 
necessary  function. 

The  order  was  passed  under  suspension  of  the 
rule. 


M  ETROPOLITAN  AVENUE  BUS  LINE. 

Coun.  BRYAN,  CANTWELL  and  McCOR- 
MACK  offered  the  following: 

Ordered,  That  the  trustees  of  the  Boston  Ele- 
vated be  requested,  through  his  Honor  the  Mayor, 
to  extend  Metropolitan  avenue  bus  line  to  Ros- 
lindale  square. 

Passed  under  suspension  of  the  rule. 


TRAFJP     LIGHTS.    UKOU'N   AVENUE  AND 
CUMMINS    HIGHWAY. 

Coun.  McCORMACK  offered  the  following: 

ed.  That  tla    Traffic  Commission   be  re- 
quested, through  his.   Honoi   the  Mayor,  to  install 


traffic  lights  at  the  junction  of  Brown  avenue  and 
Cummins  Highway,  in   the  Roslindale  section  of 

Ward  19. 

Passed  under  suspension  of  the  rule. 


1!  ECESS. 

The  Council  voted,  on  motion  of  Coun.  BRYAN, 
to  take  a  recess  at  3.21  p.  m.,  subject  to  the  call 
of  the  Chair.  The  members  reassembled  and  were 
called  to  order  at  5.27  p.  m.  by  President  KELLY. 


MEETING    OF   APPROPRIATIONS 
COMMITTEE. 

President  KELLY  announced  that  the  Appro- 
priations Committee  would  hold  a  meeting  to  con- 
sider its  report  at  10  a.  m.,  March  14. 


THE   NEXT   MEETING. 

President  KELLY  announced  that  the  next 
meeting  of  the  Council  would  be  on  Tuesday, 
March  19,  1946,  at  2  p.  m. 


EXECUTIVE   COMMITTEE   REPORTS. 

Coun.  FISH,  for  the  Executive  Committee,  sub- 
mitted the  following: 

Report  on  ordinance  (referred  today)  re  taking 
of  shellfish  —  recommending  reference  to  Com- 
mittee on  Ordinances. 

Report  accepted;  said  reference  ordered. 


INFORMATION   ASKED   FROM   MAYOR. 

Coun.  MUCHNICK  offered  the  following: 

Ordered,  That  his  Honor  the  Mayor  inform  the 
City  Council  of  the  number  of  employees  dropped 
from  the  city's  employment  rolls  since  January  7, 
1946;  the  total  salary  savings  involved;  the  num- 
ber and  names  of  departments  involved;  the  num- 
ber of  employees  in  each  department;  the  number 
who  were  replaced  by  new  employees;  and  the 
total  number  of  new  employees  engaged  by  the 
city  since  said  date. 

Coun.  MUCHNICK— Mr.  President,  this  past 
week  I  have  read  in  one  of  the  newspapers  that 
the  Mayor  has  said  that  since  he  has  taken  office 
there  are  now  1,000  fewer  employees  engaged  by 
the  city.  I  understood  and  inferred  from  the 
article  that  the  Mayor  was  responsible  in  having 
those  1,000  persons  leave.  It  seems  to  me  that 
the  City  Council  ought  to  be  informed  what  de- 
partments were  affected,  the  number  of  persons  in 
each  department  that  were  let  out,  if  that  is  the 
way  it  was  done,  and  whether  the  efficiency  of  any 
of  those  departments  has  been  impaired.  I  under- 
stand that  the  average  salary  in  the  City  of  Boston 
is,  roughly,  $30  per  week.  On  an  annual  basis, 
that  would  be  $1,500.  If  1,000  employees  are  no 
longer  with  the  city,  then  there  should  be  a  net 
saving  of  $1,500  each  in  salaries,  and  that  should 
have  been  reflected  in  the  budget.  I  don't  imagine 
that  that  has  been  reflected  in  the  budget,  in  view 
of  the  fact  that  the  budget  is  up  some  $5,000,000 
over  last  year's  and,  as  we  already  know,  the  bulk 
of  the  budget  is  pay  roll.  Now,  if  that  statement 
is  a  correct  statement,  we  ought  to  know  about  it. 
If  it  is  incorrect,  we  ought  to  know  about  it.  If 
that  statement  merely  means  that  1,000  people 
were  let  go  and  were  replaced  by  other  persons 
put  in  by  this  administration,  then  I  think  that  we 
and  the  other  citizens  of  Boston  are  entitled  to 
know  whether  that  is  the  fact.  I  don't  say  that 
that  is  the  situation,  but  I,  for  one,  would  like  to 
know  just  what  happened  to  these  1,000  jobs  and 
how  it  all  came  about.  And  I  ask  for  suspension 
of  the  rule  and  passage  of  the  order,  so  that  by 
next  week,  if  possible,  we  can  get  this  information. 

The  order  was  passed  under-  suspension  of  the 
rule. 
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EXTENSION   OF   ADAMS   STREET   BUS 
LINE. 

Coun.  FISH  offered  the  following: 

Ordered,  That  the  Trustees  of  the  Boston  Ele- 
vated be  requested,  through  his  Honor  the  Mayor, 
to  extend  the  present  Adams  street  bus  line  over 
Hill  Top  street  to  Hallet  street,  Ward  16. 

Passed  under  suspension  of  the  rule. 


REPORT    OF    CQJV1MITTEE    ON    COUNTY 
ACCOUNTS. 

Coun.  BRYAN,  for  the  Committee  on  County 
Accounts,   submitted   the  following: 

Report  on  report  of  Budget  Commissioner 
and  order  (referred  March  4)  amending  compensa- 
tion of  assistant  clerk  of  courts,  Chelsea  District 
Court — that  said  order  ought  to  pass. 

Report  accepted;  said  order  passed. 

Coun.  BAYLEY — Were  those  acted  upon 
altogether?  I  thought  you  accepted  the  com- 
mittee's report  and  then  passed  the  order.  I 
wish  to  speak  on  it. 

Coun.  MUCHNICK— A  point  of  order,  Mr. 
President. 

President  KELLY — State  your  point  of  order. 

Coun.  MUCHNICK — It  seems  to  me  that,  a 
vote  having  been  taken  on  both  matters  at  one 
time,  and  the  vote  having  been  taken,  there  is  now 
no  occasion  for  anybody  to  speak  on  it  unless 
it  is  done  in  the  proper  fashion. 

Coun.  BAYLEY — Mr.  President,  I  move  recon- 
sideration. Mr.  President,  I  don't  believe  this 
order  should  be  passed  until  we  have  all  had  a 
chance  to  know  what  the  Budget  Commissioner's 
report  on  this  is.  I  understand  we  had  word 
earlier  today,  and  I  would  like  the  City  Clerk  to 
correct  me  if  that  is  not  so,  that  the  Mayor  returned 
with  his  disapproval  an  order  in  regard  to  the 
Chelsea  Court. 

President  KELLY — I  think  you  are  wrong, 
councilor.     That  was  something  else. 

Coun.  BAYLEY— That  is  entirely  apart? 

President  KELLY— Yes. 

Coun.  BAYLEY — Mr.  President,  a  point  of 
information.  Through  you,  I  would  like  to  ask 
the  chairman  of  the  committee  if  the  Budget 
Commissioner  has  approved  of  this  classification 
change  in  salary? 

President  KELLY — The  Budget  Commissioner 
has  disapproved  it,  councilor. 

Coun.  BAYLEY— Well,  Mr.  President,  I  think 
it  is  about  time  that  we  stood  up  on  our  own  two 
feet  and  listened  to  what  the  Budget  Commis- 
sioner has  to  say  in  this  matter.  I  understood  we 
had  salaries  of  many  of  the  clerks  well  fixed  last 
year,  and  then  the  Committee  on  County  Accounts, 
through  the  ordinance  that  we  introduced 

Coun.  MUCHNICK— Mr.  President. 

President  KELLY — For  what  purpose  do  you 
rise? 

Coun.  MUCHNICK— To  find  out  if  the  coun- 
cilor from  Ward  5  (Coun.  Bayley)  will  yield  to  a 
question. 

President  KELLY — Will  you  yield  to  a  question, 
councilor? 

Coun.  BAYLEY— Yes. 

President   KELLY — State  your  question. 

Coun.  MUCHNICK— Am  I  to  understand  from 
what  the  councilor  from  the  Ward  5  district 
(Coun.  Bayley)  just  said  about  listening  to  what 
the  Budget  Commissioner  has  to  say,  and  following 
his  recommendations,  that  he  intends  to  do  that 
with  the  general  budget  when  that  comes  in,  or 
does  he  intend  not  to  listen  to  him  at  any  time? 

President  KELLY — Do  you  wish  to  answer? 

Coun.  BAYLEY — Mr.  President,  we  are  dis- 
cussing the  change  in  the  Chelsea  District  Court's 
classification.  When  the  time  comes  for  discus- 
sion of  the  budget,  I  will  state  my  position  at  that 
time. 

President   KELLY — Your  point  is   well   taken. 

Coun.  MUCHNICK— Is.  it  not  possible  for  me 
to  have  an  answer  to  my  question? 

Coun.  BAYLEY— Mr.  President,  I  believe  I 
answered   the   question. 

President  KELLY — I  ragree  with  you,  coun- 
cilor. I  think  that  he  has  answered  you, 
councilor. 

Coun.  BAYLEY— If  I  understand  it,  the  Budget 
Commissioner  disapproved  this  classification.  And 
I  understand  last  year  the  Budget  Commissioner 
disapproved.     I   think  we  should  hear   what  the 


Budget  Commissioner  has  to  say.  I  think  we 
should  not  pass  these  increases,  as  a  matter  of  fact, 
especially  since  the  Budget  Commissioner  has 
shown  his  disapproval.  And  I  will  say  that  this  is 
a  different  commissioner  from  last  year  that  dis- 
approved the  changes  last  year.  Unfortunately  I 
didn't  know  about  his  disapproval,  but  now  I 
know  about  it.  I  ask  that  we  consider  these  changes 
carefully  and  not  go  into  this  at  least  until  we  give 
him  the  courtesy  of  listening  to  him. 

President  KELLY — The  Chair  will  rule  that  the 
Council  can  pass  on  the  order  regardless  of  the 
Budget  Commissioner  turning  it  down. 

Coun.  MUCHNICK— Mr.  President,  I  am  a 
little  bit  amazed,  to  put  it  mildly,  at  the  remarks 
of  the  previous  speaker.  He  has  been  the  one  who 
has  always  been  fighting  in  this  Council,  and  with 
some  justification,  that  everything  be  referred  to 
committee,  that  the  committee  should  take  up  the 
matter,  and  that  after  the  matter  has  been  studied 
to  the  satisfaction  of  the  committee  we  should  pass 
on  it  here.  I  have  found  the  previous  speaker  to  be 
at  loggerheads  many,  many  times  with  the  Budget 
Commissioner,  even  with  the  present  Budget 
Commissioner  in  the  budget  submitted  some  time 
ago  by  the  Mayor's  office.  If  it  is  not  proper  to 
take  the  Budget  Commissioner's  recommendation 
on  the  total  budget,  it  seems  to  me  highly  improper 
to  take  his  recommendation  only  at  times  when  he 
wants  to  cut  from  the  budget.  I  am  at  a  loss  to 
understand  how  the  distinguished  gentleman  from 
Ward  5  (Coun.  Bayley)  is  reasoning  on  this  matter 

Coun.  BAYLEY— Will  the  gentleman  yield  for 
a  question? 

President  KELLY — Will  you  yield,  councilor? 

Coun.  MUCHNICK— Yes,  I  yield. 

Coun.  BAYLEY — Does  the  distinguished  coun- 
cilor believe  that  just  because  the  Budget  Com- 
missioner may  be  right  in  one  instance  he  may  be 
right  in  every  instance,  and  because  you  disagree 
in  one  instance  you  cannot  agree  in  another? 

Coun.  MUCHNICK — It  wasn't  I  who  said  we 
should  go  along  with  what  the  Budget  Commis- 
sioner says.  It  was  the  councilor  from  Ward  5  a 
few  minutes  ago.  That  is  what  prompted  my 
question  to  him. 

President  KELLY — The  question  now  is  on  re- 
consideration. 

Coun.  MUCHNICK— Yes,  and  I  strongly  urge 
that  reconsideration  does  not  prevail. 

Coun.  SULLIVAN— Mr.  President,  a  point  of 
information. 

President  KELLY — State  your  point  of  in- 
formation. 

Coun.  SULLIVAN — Does  the  passage  of  this 
changing  the  county  classification  plan  require  ap- 
proval of  the  Budget  Commissioner? 

President  KELLY — It  does  not  require  the  ap- 
proval of  the  Budget  Commissioner.  It  requires 
the  report  of  the  Budget  Commissioner. 

Coun.  SULLIVAN— Who  does  that  go  to  now? 

President  KELLY — It  goes  to  his  Honor  the 
Mayor. 

Coun.  KELLY — So  that  that  approval  or  dis- 
approval of  the  Budget  Commissioner  the  Mayor 
may  not  honor? 

President  KELLY— That  is  up  to  his  Honor  the 
Mayor.  It  goes  to  his  Honor  the  Mayor  now  for 
his  decision.     The  question  is  on  reconsideration. 

The  question  came  on  reconsideration,  and  re- 
consideration was  declared  not  carried. 

Coun.  BAYLEY— Mr.  President,  I  would  like  a 
standing  vote. 

Coun.  HURLEY — Mr.  President,  why  not  have 
a  roll  call? 

President  KELLY — It  requires  three  votes  for  a 
roll  call. 

Coun.  BAYLEY— I  ask  for  a  roll  call. 

The  roll  was  called,  and  reconsideration  was 
carried,  yeas  9,  nays  6: 

Yeas — Coun.  Bayley,  Bryan,  Cantwell,  Carey, 
Fish,  McCormack,  Moriarty,  Russo,  Sullivan — 9. 

Nays — Coun.  Cook,  Hannon,  Hurley,  Kelly, 
Muchnick,  Scannell — 6. 

Coun.  BAYLEY — I  move  that  this  be  referred 
to  the  Executive  Committee  for  further  investi- 
gation. 

A  vote  was  taken,  and  the  motion  was  declared 
not  carried. 

Coun.  BAYLEY — I  would  like  a  standing  vote 
on  that. 

President  KELLY — What  is  your  request  now, 
councilor? 

Coun.  BAYLEY— I  would  like  a  roll  call,  Mr. 
President.  The  roll  was  called,  and  the  motion  to 
refer  to  Executive  session  was  lost,  yeas  3,  nays  12: 

Yeas — Coun.  Bayley,  Carey,  Sullivan — 3. 
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Mays  Coun,  Bryan,  Cant  well,  Cook,  Fish, 
Hannon,  Hurley,  Ivelly,  MoCormack,  Moriarty, 
Muchnick,  Russo,  Scannell     12, 

Coun.  si "  1.1 . 1  \  \\  Did  this  order  just  come  in 
oday? 

President  KELLY  —It  came  in  on  March  4, 
councilor. 

The  question  came  on  the  passage  of  the  order, 
and  the  order  was  passed. 


MEMBERSHIP  OF  COMMITTEE 
ON   CONSTABLES. 

President  KELLY — The  Chair  will  announce 
at  this  time  that  the  Committee  on  Constables 
will  be  Councilor  Bryan,  chairman,  and  Councilor 
Cook  and  .Madden.  The  next  meeting  of  the 
Council  is  Tuesday,  March  19,  at  2  p.  m. 


PLANS   FOR   MARCH    17th. 

Coun.  FISH — I  don't  know  whether  the  coun- 
iilor  from  Ward  6  has  the  inforniEUcn  right  now 


as  to  the  next  week-end.  What  will  take  place, 
as  far  as  the  Council  is  concerned,  on  March  17th? 

Coun.  SCANNELL— The  only  thing  the 
Council  is  to  do  is  to  meet  March  17th  at  the  hack 
of  the  City  Hall  at  12  o'clock,  where  there  will  be 
cars  available. 

President  KELLY— March  18. 

Coun.  SCANNELL— March  18,  Monday. 
And  any  further  information  that  might,  be  given 
out  will  be  given  out  by  the  Clerk  of  Committees 
through  the  mail. 


MEETING   OF   COMMITTEE   ON 
ORDINANCES. 

Coun.  SCANNELL — For  the  benefit  of  sonic  of 
these  Boston  clam  diggers  here,  I  would  like  to 
ask  the  Committee  on  Ordinances  to  make  a  date 
this  week  to  let  them  hear  some  of  these  gentlemen, 
and  I  would  like  to  have  Wednesday  or  Thursday 
so  that  they  can  be  notified. 


Adjourned,  on  motion  of  Coun.  BAYLEY,  at 
5.48  p.  m.,  to  meet  on  Tuesday,  March  19,  1940, 
at  2  p.  m. 
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Proceedings  of  City  Council. 


\       Tuesday,  March  19,  1946. 

Regular  meeting  of  the  City  Council  held  in  the 
Council  Chamber,  City  Hall,  at  2  p.  m.,  President 
KELLY  in  the  chair.  Absent,  Coun.  Linehan 
and  Madden. 

The  meeting  was  opened  with  the  salute  to  the 
Flag. 


APPOINTMENTS   BY   THE   MAYOR. 

Subject  to  confirmation  by  the  Council,  the 
Mayor  submitted  the  following  appointments: 

Weighers  of  Coal  for  term  ending  April  30, 
1946:  David  L.  Shoolman,  59  Stanton  road, 
Brookline;  Agnes  C.  Kelly,  59  Glen  road,  Jamaica 
Plain. 

Referred  to  Committee  on  Constables  and  Con- 
firmations. 


RESURFACING    OF   BRADWOOD    STREET. 
The  following  was  received: 

City  of  Boston, 
Office  of  the  Mayor,  March  16,  1946. 
To  the  City  Council. 

Gentlemen, — I  transmit  herewith  communica- 
tion from  the  Commissioner  of  Public  Works,  in 
reply  to  your  order  of  February  4,  1946,  to  resurface 
Bradwood  street,  Ward  20. 

Respectfully, 
James  M.  Curley,  Mayor. 

City  of  Boston, 
Public  Works  Department, 

March  15,  1946. 
To  J.  Joseph  Connors,  Chief  Clerk,  Mayor's  Office. 
From    Robert    P.    Curley,    Commissioner,    Public 

Works  Department. 
Subject:  Bradwood  Street,  Ward  20. 

I  return  herewith  order  in  City  Council  that  the 
Commissioner  of  Public  Works  resurface  Bradwood 
street,   Ward   20,   and   this   will   advise   you   that 
Bradwood  street  will  be  put  on  the  list  of  streets 
to  be  given  consideration  for  construction  this  year.' 
Robert  P.  Curley, 
Commissioner  of  Public  Works. 
Placed  on  file. 


RESURFACING  OF  REXFORD  STREET. 
The  following  was  received: 

City  of  Boston, 
Office  of  the  Mayor,  March  16,  1946. 
To  the  City  Council. 

Gentlemen, — I  transmit  herewith  communica- 
tion from  the  Commissioner  of  Public  Works, 
in  reply  to  your  order  of  February  11,  1946,  to 
resurface  with  smooth  paving  Rexford  street, 
Ward  18. 

Respectfully, 
James  M.  Curley,  Mayor. 

City  of  Boston,  • 
Public  Works  Department, 

March  15,  1946. 
To  J.  Joseph  Connors,  Chief  Clerk,  Mayor's  Office. 
From    Robert    P.    Curley,    Commissioner,    Public 

Works  Department. 
Subject:  Rexford  Street,,  Ward  18. 

I  return  herewith  order  in  City  Council  that  the 
Commissioner  of  Public  Works  resurface  Rexford 
street,  Ward  18,  with  smooth  pavement,  and  this 
will  advise  you  that  Rexford  street  will  be  put 
on  the  list  of  streets  to  be  given  consideration  for 
construction  this  year. 

Robert  P.  Curley, 
Commissioner  of  Public  Works. 
Placed  on  file. 


RESURFACING     OF     MEDFORD     STREET. 
The  following  was  received : 

City  of  Boston, 
Office  of  the  Mayor,  March  16,  1946. 
To  the  City  Council. 

Gentlemen, — I  transmit  herewith  communica- 
tion from  the  Public  Works  Commissioner,  in 
reply  to  your  order  of  February  25,  1946,  to  re- 
surface Medford  street  in  the  Charlestown  district 
of  Boston,  Ward  2. 

Respectfully, 
James  M.  Curley,  Mayor. 

City  of  Boston, 
Public  Works  Department, 

March  15,  1946. 
To  J.  Joseph  Connors,  Chief  Clerk,  Mayor's  Office. 
From    Robert    P.    Curley,    Commissioner,    Public 

Works  Department. 
Subject:  Medford  Street,  Ward  2. 

I  return  herewith  order  in  City  Council  that  the 
Commissioner  of  Public  Works  resurface  Medford 
street  in  the  Charlestown  district  of  Boston, 
Ward  2,  and  this  will  advise  you  that  Medford 
street  will  be  put  on  the  list  of  streets  to  be  given 
consideration  for  construction  this  year. 

Robert  P.  Curley, 
Commissioner  of  Public  Works. 
Placed  on  file. 


CONSTRUCTION   OF   WASHINGTON 
STREET. 

The  following  was  received: 

City  of  Boston, 
Office  of  the  Mayor,  March  13,  1946. 
To  the  City  Council. 

Gentlemen, — I  transmit  herewith  communica- 
tion from  the  Public  Works  Department  in 
reply  to  your  order  of  March  4,  1946,  to  notify 
Baker  &  Co.  to  proceed  with  the  construction  of 
Washington  street,  between  Gallivan  Boulevard 
and  Fuller  street,  which  they  left  in  a  dangerous 
condition  throughout  the  winter  months. 
Respectfully, 
James  M.  Curley,  Mayor. 

City  of  Boston, 
Public  Works  Department, 

March  11,  1946. 
To  J.  Joseph  Connors,  Chief  Clerk,  Mayor's  Office. 
From    Robert    P.    Curley,    Commissioner,    Public 

Works  Department. 
Subject:  Washington  Street. 

I  return  herewith  order  in  City  Council  that  the 
Commissioner  of  Public  Works  immediately  notify 
Baker  &  Co.  to  proceed  with  the  construction  of 
Washington  street,  between  Gallivan  Boulevard 
and  Fuller  street,  and  this  will  advise  you  that, 
due  to  the  inconsistency  of  the  weather  at  this 
season  of  the  year,  it  would  not  be  advisable  to 
commence  this   work  right  away. 

However,  Baker  &  Co.  have  been  instructed  to 
start  work  on  this  street  during  the  early  part  of 
next  month. 

Robert  P.  Curley, 
Commissioner  of  Public  Works. 
Placed  on  file. 


LAND    ON   CARSON    STREET   FOR 
PLAYGROUND   PURPOSES. 

The  following  was  received: 

City  of  Boston, 
Office  of  the  Mayor,  March  15,  1946. 
To  the  City  Council. 

Gentlemen, — I  transmit  herewith  communica- 
tion from  the  Park  Department  secretary,  in  reply 
to  your  order  of  March  11,  1946,  to  level  off  and 
improve  for  playground  purposes  the  vacant  land 
on  Carson  street,  Dorchester,  belonging  to  the 
City  of  Boston. 

Respectfully, 
James  M.  Curley,  Mayor. 

City  of  Boston, 
Park  Department,  March  15,  1946. 
J.  Joseph  Connors, 

Chief  Clerk,  Mayor's  Office. 
Dear  Sir, — This  will  acknowledge  receipt  of  your 
memorandum    of    March    14,    addressed   to    Park 
Commissioner  Long,   with  attached  City  Council 


IIS 


CITY    COUNCIL. 


order  of  March  11,  1946.  The  order,  introduced 
by  Councilor  Hannon,  requests  the  Park  Com- 
missioner to  level  off  and  improve  for  playground 
purposes  the  vacant  land  on  Carson  Btreet,  Dor- 
chester. 

1  expect  thai  Mi-  Long  will  return  in  the  depart- 
ment   early    next    week    and    at   that    time   your 
communication  will  be  called  to  his  attention. 
\  ery  truly  yours, 
Arthur  .1.  O'Kekfe.  Secretary. 

Placed  on  file, 


FIRE    BOX    IN"    WARD    12. 

The  following  was  received: 

City  of  Boston, 
Office  of  the  Mayor,  March  5,  1946. 
To  the  City  Council.         .     ,  .  , 

Gentlemen, — I  transmit  herewith  communica- 
tion from  the  Fire  Commissioner,  in  reply  to  your 
order  of  February  4,  1946.  to  establish  fire  box  in 
the  vicinity  of  Warren,  Moreland,  St.  James  and 
Cliff  streets,  Ward  12. 

Respectfully, 
James  M.  Curley,  Mayor. 

City  of  Boston, 
Fire  Department,  March  4,  1946. 
Hon.  James  M.  Curley, 

Mayor  of  Boston. 
\ttention:  Mr.  J.  Joseph  Connors. 

Dear  Sir, — I  am  returning  herewith  to  your 
Honor  the  following  order  which  was  passed  by  the 
City  Council  on  February  4,  1946: 

"Ordered,  That  the  Fire  Commissioner  be  re- 
quested, through  his  Honor  the  Mayor,  to  establish 
a  fire  box  in  the  vicinity  of  Warren,  Moreland, 
St.  James  and  Cliff  streets,  Ward  12." 

I  have  issued  instructions  to  the  Superintendent 
of  our  Fire  Alarm  Division  to  proceed  with  the 
installation   of   a   fire   alarm  box   at  Warren   and 
Moreland  streets,  Roxbury,  as  soon  as  possible. 
Very  truly  yours, 
Russell  S.  Codman,  Jr., 

Fire  Commissioner. 
Placed  on  file. 


RESURFACING    OF    DWINELL     STREET. 

The  following  was  received: 

City  of  Boston, 
Office  of  the  Mayor,  March  16,  1946. 
To  the  City  Council. 

Gentlemen, — I  transmit  herewith  communica- 
tion from  the  Commissioner  of  Public  Works, 
in  reply  to  your  order  of  March  4,  1946,  to  re- 
surface Dwinell  street,  Ward  20. 

Respectfully, 
James  M.  Curley,  Mayor. 

City  of  Boston, 
Public  Works  Department, 

March  15,  1946. 
To  J.  Joseph  Connors,  Chief  Clerk,  Mayor's  Office. 
From    Robert    P.    Curley,    Commissioner,    Public 

Works  Department. 
Subject:  Dwinell  Street,  Ward  20: 

I  return  herewith  order  in  City  Council  that  the 
Commissioner  of  Public   Works  resurface   Dwinell 
street,    Ward   20,   and   this   will   advise   you  that 
Dwinell  street  will  be  put  on    the  list    of    streets 
to  be  given  consideration  for  construction  this  year. 
Robert  P.  Curley, 
Commissioner  of  Public  Works. 
Placed  on  file. 


RESURFACING   OF   TALBOT   AVENUE. 

The  following  was  received: 

City  of  Boston, 
Office  of  the  Mayor,  March  10,  1946. 
To  the  City  Council. 

Gentlemen, — I  transmit  herewith  communica- 
tion from  the  Commissioner  of  Public  Works,  in 
reply  to  your  order  of  February  4,  1940,  to  re- 
surface Talbot  avenue,  from  Codman  square  to 
Blue  Hill  avenue,  in  Wards  14  and  17. 
pectfully, 
James  M.  Curley,  Mayor. 


City  of  Boston 
Public  Works  Department, 

Maroh  15,  1946. 
To  .1.  Joseph  Connors,  Chief;  Clerk,  Mayor's  Office. 
Prom     Robert    P.    Curley.    Commissioner,    Public 

Works  Department 
Subject:  Talbot  Avenue,  Wards  14  and  17. 

1  return  herewith  Order  in  City  Council  that  the 
Commissioner   of   Public    Works   resurface   Talbot 
avenue,  from  Codman  square  to  Blue  Hill  avenue, 
in  Wards  14  and  17,  and  this  will  advise  you  that 
this  street  will  be  put  on  the  list  of  streets  to  be 
given  consideration  for  construction  this  year. 
Robert  P.  Curley, 
Commissioner  of  Public  Works. 
Placed  on  file. 


RESURFACING    OF    ROCKLAND    STREET. 
The  following  was  received: 

City  of  Boston, 
Office  of  the  Mayor,  March  16,  1946. 
To  the  City  Council. 

Gentlemen, — I  transmit  herewith  communication 
from  the  Commissioner  of  Public  Works,  in  reply 
to  your  order  of  February  4,  1946,  to  resurface 
Rockland  street,  Ward  20. 

Respectfully, 
James  M.  Curley,  Mayor. 

City  of  Boston, 
Public  Works  Department, 

March  15,  1946. 
To  J.  Joseph  Connors,  Chief  Clerk,  Mayor's  Office. 
From   Robert   P.    Curley,    Commissioner,    Public 

Works  Department. 
Subject:  Rockland  Street,  Ward  20. 

I  return  herewith  order  in  City  Council  that  the 
Commissioner  of  Public  Works  resurface  Rockland 
street,   Ward  20,   and  this  will  advise  you  that 
Rockland  street  will  be  put  on  the  list  of  streets  to 
be  given  consideration  for  construction  this  year. 
Robert  P.  Curley, 
■  Commissioner  of  Public  Works. 
Placed  on  file. 


CLEANING   OF   DORCHESTER 
COURTHOUSE. 
The  following  was  received: 

City  of  Boston, 
Office  of  the  Mayor,  March  14,  1946. 
To  the  City  Council. 

Gentlemen, —  I  transmit  herewith  communica- 
tion from  Superintendent  of  Public  Buildings,  in 
reply  to  your  order  of  March  4,  1946,  to  clean  and 
paint  the  Dorchester  Courthouse. 

Respectfully, 
James  M.  Curley,  Mayor. 

City  of  Boston, 
Public  Buildings  Department, 

March  12,  1946. 
Mr.  J.  Joseph  Connors, 

Chief  Clerk,  Mayor's  Office. 
Dear  Sir,—  Referring  to  the  attached  order  of 
City    Councilor   Keenan   requesting   the    cleaning 
and  painting  of  the  Dorchester  Courthouse,  I  have 
to  inform  you  that  this  building  is  included  in  the 
list  of  buildings  to   be   taken   care   of  under  the 
present  clean-up  campaign  of  the  department,  and 
work  on  same  will  be  commenced  at  an  early  date. 
Very  truly  yours, 
James  E.  Sullivan, 
Superintendent  of  Public  Buildings. 
Placed  on  file. 


PURCHASE  OF  OCEAN-GOING  TOWBOAT. 

The  following  was  received: 

City  of  Boston, 
Office  of  the  Mayor,  March  14,  1946. 
To  the  City  Council. 

Gentlemen, —  I  am  informed  by  the  Institutions 
Commissioner  that  there  is  imperative  need  for  a 
seaworthy  boat  to  service  Long  Island.  In  the 
communication  which  accompanies  this  message 
the  Institutions  Commissioner  proposes  to  pur- 
chase from  the  United  States  Army  an  ocean-going 
towboat  at  a  cost  of  $43,200.     This  boat  is  now  at 
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Prawl's  Island,  New  York  Harbor,  where  it  has 
been  inspected  and  found  satisfactory  by  the  In- 
stitutions Commissioner  and  two  qualified  boat 
experts. 

In  order  that  this  boat  may  be  made  adaptable 
for  the  required  purposes,  it  will  be  necessary  to 
make  substantial  alterations,  as  explained  in  the 
accompanying  communication.  The  total  appro- 
priation necessary  for  the  purchase  of  the  boat,  and 
for  the  necessary  alterations,  is  estimated  to  be 
$80,000. 

In  view  of  the  fact  that  a  new  boat,  if  obtainable, 
would  cost  from  $350,000  to  8450,000,  I  am  of  the 
opinion  that  we  should  proceed  immediately  to 
the  purchase  of  this  ocean-going  towboat.  At  the 
present  time,  Long  Island  is  served  by  two  boats, 
the  "Michael  J.  Perkins"  and  the  "Stephen 
O'Meara."  Both  of  these  boats  require  extensive 
repairs,  and  have  long  since  proved  to  be  inade- 
quate and  uneconomical  for  the  service  required. 
The  contemplated  purchase  will  result  in  the  sale  of 
both  the  "Perkins"  and  the  "O'Meara." 

I  am  of  the  opinion  that  an  appropriation  of 
$80,000  for  a  boat  of  the  character  described  in  the 
attached  communication  is  sound  and  desirable. 
This  boat  was  delivered  to  the  United  States  Army 
less  than  two  years  ago.  It  has  had  very  little  use 
and,  for  all  intents  and  purposes,  is  practically  a 
new  boat.  I  strongly  recommend  that  your 
Honorable  Body  give  prompt  affirmative  action 
to  the  accompanying  order.  By  doing  so,  we  can 
be  certain  we  are  saving  the  taxpayers  at  least  a 
quarter  of  a  million  dollars,  and  we  are  making  it 
possible  for  adequate  and  reliable  service  to  Long 
Island. 

Respectfully, 
James  M.  Cueley,  Mayor. 

City  of  Boston, 
Institutions  Department,  March  8,  1946, 
To   Hon.   James  M.   Curley,   Mayor  of  Boston. 
From     G.     Frank     McDonald,     Institutions 

Commissioner. 
Subject:    Government  Towboats. 

It  is  recommended  that  the  City  of  Boston 
purchase  one  of  the  ocean-going  towboats  now  at 
Prawl's  Island,  New  York  Harbor,  at  the  govern- 
ment price  of  $43,200,  as  is. This  boat  is  to  replace 
the  "SS  Perkins,"  which,  through  a  constant  need 
of  expensive  repairs,  expense  in  operating,  and 
undependability  in  supplying  transportation  to 
Long  Island,  has  outlived  its  usefulness. 

The  proposed  boat  is  an  ocean-going  towboat, 
wooden  hull,  126  feet  long,  28-foot  beam,  11-foot 
draft  forward  and  13|  feet  aft.  It  is  powered  with 
two  Diesel  engines  and  superchargers,  made  by  the 
Superior  Engine  Company  of  Springfield,  Ohio, 
and  develops  1,200  horsepower,  with  a  speed  of 
twelve  knots.  The  boat  was  built  by  the  Minne- 
ford  Yacht  Yard,  City  Island,  New  York,  and' 
designed  by  E.  T.  Dobson,  Naval  Architect  of 
New  Bedford.  It  was  delivered  to  the  United 
States  Army  in  February,  1944.  It  has  had  very 
little  use  and  to  all  intents  is  a  new  boat.  In 
giving  consideration  to  the  purchase  of  this  boat 
it  is  stressed  that  the  purchase  price  represents 
less  than  10  per  cent  of  its  cost  price  and  will  ideally 
supply  our  needs.  The  inspection  of  this  boat 
was  made  by  Mr.  Simpson  of  the  John  Alden 
Company,  marine  architect,  Mr.  McDonald  of  the 
Lawley  Company,  chief  engineer  of  construction, 
and  myself. 

There  would  necessarily  be  alterations,  and 
superficially  it  was  agreed  that  these  alterations 
would  require  the  removal  of  all  extraneous  com- 
partments and  special  structures  in  the  super- 
structure, the  lengthening  of  the  superstructure 
to  provide  saloon  space  to  accommodate  200  pas- 
sengers, with  a  promenade  on  the  second  deck. 
It  was  agreed  that  there  would  be  no  necessity  in 
disturbing  the  engines  and  their  beds  or  the  equip- 
ment below  the  decks  or  the  wheelhouse",  which  is 
equipped  with  all  modern  appliances,  even  to  a 
ship-to-shore  telephone.  The  removal  of  such 
apparatus  as  tow  cable  equipment  and  power 
winches,  which  take  up  considerable  of  the  deck 
space,  is  necessary. 

There  would  be  considerable  expense  in  these 
alterations,  probably  in  the  vicinity  of  $30,000. 
When  it  is  considered,  according  to  our  records, 
that  it  cost  $30,000  in  1933  to  alter  the  "SS 
O'Meara"  at  a  time  when  material  and  labor  costs 
were  low,  it  would  seem  that  our  price  would  not 
be  out  of  line.  It  should  also  be  taken  into  con- 
sideration that  we  paid  $36,575  in  1944  for  ship- 
yard repairs  to  the  "O'Meara,"  and  it  now  needs 
repairs  again. 


It  is  recommended,  if  the  boat  is  purchased, 
that  it  be  towed  from  New  York.  In  discussing 
this  with  Captain  Clark  at  the  United  States  Army 
Base  in  Brooklyn,  who  has  the  custody  of  the  boat, 
he  declared  that  consideration  would  be  given  to 
the  City  of  Boston  in  having  the  Army  tow  the 
boat  without  cost  by  including  it  in  tows  that  they 
are  periodically  making  to  Boston. 

I  respectfully  submit  that  payment  for  the  boat 
be  provided  by  a  recommendation  to  the  Council 
by  your  Honor  for  a  special  appropriation  in  the 
sum  of  $80,000,  to  provide  for  the  purchase, 
architect's  fee  and  alterations  of  said  boat. 

G.  Frank  McDonald,  Commissioner. 

Ordered,  That  the  sum  of  eighty  thousand  dollars 
($80,000)  be,  and  the  same  hereb3'  is,  appropriated 
to  be  expended  .under  the  direction  of  the  Institu- 
tions Commissioner  for  the  purchase,  alterations, 
etc.,  of  a  boat  for  the  Institutions  Department; 
said  sum  to  be  raised  by  taxes  on  the  polls  and 
estates  in  the  City  of  Boston,  and  that  all  orders 
heretofore  or  hereafter  passed  by  the  City  Council 
relating  to  appropriations,  taxes  and  the  interest 
thereon  apply  to  the  appropriations  and  taxes 
herein  provided  for. 

Referred  to  Committee  on  Appropriations. 


PETITIONS   REFERRED. 

The  following  petitions  were  received  and  re- 
ferred to  the  committees  named,  viz.: 

Claims. 

Harry  Berlin,  for  compensation  for  damage  to 
car  by  an  alleged  defect  in  Seaver  street. 

Pasquale  Frangillo,  for  compensation  for  damage 
to  car  by  city  truck. 

Biaggi  Germano,  to  be  reimbursed  for  executions 
issued  against  him. 

Michael  Goodman,  for  compensation  for  collapse 
of  water  boiler  at  763  Columbia  road,  caused  by 
water  being  shut  off. 

Michael  J.  Murphy,  for  compensation  for 
collapse  of  water  boiler  at  3  Alleghany  street, 
caused  by  water  being  shut  off. 

George  E.  Olsson,  for  compensation  for  damage 
to  property  at  47  King  street,  caused  by  break 
in  water  main. 

Felix  Steck,  for  compensation  for  damage  to 
car  by  police  car. 

Scott  K.  Wainwright,  for  compensation  for 
damage  to  car  by  fire  apparatus. 

Executive. 
Petition  of  Ella  M.  Simmons  to  be  paid  annuity 
on   account   of   death   of   her   husband,    John   E. 
Simmons,  late  member  of  Fire  Department. 

Committee  on  County  Accounts. 

Veterans'  applications  for  retirement  were 
received  as  follows: 

John  Robertson,  of  22  Southern  avenue,  Dor- 
chester, employed  as  fireman  in  House  of  Cor- 
rection, Penal  Institutions  Department. 

Thomas  Francis  Kineavey,  33  Round  Hill 
street,  Jamaica  Plain,  employed  as  prison  officer 
in  House  of  Correction,  Penal  Institutions  De- 
partment. 


PERMITS   FOR   MINORS. 

Petitions  for  children  under  fifteen  years  of  age 
to  appear  at  places  of  public  amusement  were 
received  as  follows: 

Tributary  Children's  Theatre,  New  England 
Mutual  Hall,  March  23  and  30. 

Norris  Studio  of  Dancing,  Jordan  Hall,  June  24. 

Permits  granted,  under  usual  conditions. 


APPOINTMENT   OF  LOUIS    BERNARDI. 

Notice  was  received  from  the  Health  Depart- 
ment of  provisional  appointment  of  Louis  Bernardi, 
28  Leyden  street,  East  Boston,  as  collector  of 
milk  samples  at  $6  per  day  for  a  six-day  week, 
plus  $200  E.  C.  A.,  effective  March  19,  1946. 

Placed  on  file. 
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CITY     COUNCIL. 


FINANCE  COMMISSION  liKPORT  ON  PRO- 
POSED    LOAN     OF     $10,000,000. 

Tin-  following  \\;is  received: 

City  of  Boston, 
Finance  Commission, 

March  13,  1940. 
To  the  Committee  on  Municipal  Finance. 

In  the  Boston  City  Charter,  chapter  486  of  the 
tats  »f  1909,  the  Legislature  imposed  the  duty  on 
the  Finance  Commission  "to  investigate  any  and 
all  manors  relating  to  appropriations,  loans,  ex- 
penditures, accounts,  and  methods  of  administra- 
tion affecting  the  City  of  Boston  or  the  county  of 
Suffolk,  or  any  department  thereof,  that  may 
appear  to  the  commission  to  require  investigation, 
and  to  report  thereon  from  time  to  time  to  the 
mayor,  the  city  council,  the  governor,  or  the 
general  court."  In  section  21  of  this  charter 
it  is  implied  that  the  Commission  will  report  to 
the  General  Court,  among  others,  its  findings  as  a 
basis  for  such  laws  as  may  be  deemed  meet. 

It  is  incumbent  on  the  commission,  therefore, 
to  offer  what  it  can  in  regard  to  the  controversial 
bill  now  in  hearing  by  the  Committee  on  Municipal 
Finance  on  petition  of  the  Mayor  of  Boston,  this 
being  intended  to  be  an  authorization  to  borrow 
$10,000,000  in  the  current  year  to  meet  a  part  of 
the  current  expenses. 

The  commission  desires  to  record  its  agreement 
with  the  statements  made  by  the  Mayor  and 
others  to  the  effect  that  the  City  of  Boston  is 
now  almost  at  the  bursting  point  in  respect  to 
taxation.  There  has  been  nothing  said  in  the 
present  controversy  describing  the  financial  plight 
of  the  city  which  the  Finance  Commission  has 
not  stated  over  and  over  again  in  formal  reports. 

In  each  annual  report  for  the  last  several  years, 
the  commission  has  warned  that  financing  Boston 
government  was  becoming  increasingly  difficult. 
Only  a  fortnight  ago  the  commission  gave  to 
the  Legislature  a  comprehensive  picture  of  the 
situation.  Furthermore,  the  commission  has 
repeatedly  suggested  remedies  for  the  improve- 
ment of  "that  situation.  To  state  here  again  the 
conditions  which  the  present  Mayor  faces  is, 
therefore,  not  now  necessary. 

The  commission  knew  when  it  last  reported  to 
you  the  Mayor's  intention  to  seek  this  new, 
precedent-making  authority  to  borrow  for  current 
expenses.  Purposely  the  commission  refrained 
from  giving  endorsement  to  it.  Instead,  purposely, 
it  offered  suggestions  for  another  method  of 
relieving  the  sitiM.tion — a  sound,  scientific  method 
which  would  not  do  violence  to  accepted  concepts 
in  governmental  administration. 

It  is  well  to  keep  in  mind  certain  principal  facts 
with  regard  to  the  predicament.  Improvement  in 
Boston  management  alone  cannot  remove  the 
danger  of  high  taxes.  Because  of  its  geographical 
and  economic  situation,  it  will  henceforth  require 
a  high  tax  rate  to  provide  necessary  service  unless 
some  acceptable  method  of  spreading  the  cost  over 
a  wider  base  can  be  found.  Borrowing  money  to 
meet  present  costs  in  part  will  serve  only  to  make 
the  situation  worse  in  subsequent  years.  It 
might  transfer  some  part  of  the  burden  from  one 
administration  to  another,  but  the  same  tax- 
payers will  pay  more  in  the  end. 

Lasting  good  cannot  come  either  from  widening 
the  base  or  postponing  the  assessment,  but  can 
result  only  by  the  reduction  of  maintenance  costs, 
and  such  reduction  can  only  be  accomplished  by 
the  elimination  of  unnecessary  and  unjustifiable 
commitments. 

The  commission  realizes  that  total  elimination 
of  all  unnecessary  costs  cannot  be  accomplished 
overnight.  No  one  can  reasonably  expect  that 
the  present  administration  can,  by  a  stroke  of  the 
pen,  unravel  what  the  commission  has  mildly 
described  as  "the  tangled  skein  of  department 
organization  and  administration"  with  "its  con- 
spicuous threads  of  duplication,  lack  of  coordi- 
nation, lack  of  programming,  inefficient  assignment 
of  personnel,  surplus  and  shortages,  of  personnel, 
unused  systems,  and  similar  defects."  It  has 
taken  years  of  administration,  and  a  long  list  of 
injudicious  acts  of  administration,  to  bring  about 
the  present  predicament. 

The  opinion  is  widely  held  that  the  taxpayers 
have  more  ability  now  to  carry  their  heavy  burden 
than  they  have  had  for  many  years;  that  being  so, 
they  will  do  so  more  willingly  a  little  longer  if  they 
see  a  real  effort  being  made  "to  cure  the  patient 
rather  than  to  postpone  his  death."     Curing  the 


patient  as  applied  to  Boston  means,  first  and  last, 
the  elimination  of  wasteful  methods,  extravagant 
costs,  and  useless  expenditure. 

There  is  a  serious  defect  in  the  present  advocacy 
of  "borrowing."  The  definite  need  for  it  has 
been  revealed  only  in  general  torms.  What  the 
exact  tax  rate  possibility  is  has  not  been  disclosed 
by  anybody.  There  has  been  official  statement 
at  one  time  that  the  rate,  without  borrowing, 
would  be  $55  or  $60;  from  that  lofty  peak,  appar- 
ently, the  worst  possibility  has  now  come  down  to 
$46.  Yet  hope  has  been  expressed  in  other 
quarters  that  without  this  new  authority  it  can 
be  pegged  at  $43.50,  which  is  one  dollar  more  than 
the  1945  rate. 

These  rates  of  $43.50  and  $46.00  are  predicated 
on  no  change  in  the  conditions  existing,  which  arc 
admittedly  bad;  nor  are  they  predicated  on  any 
adjustment  downward  of  palpably  high  assessed 
valuations.  Therefore,  to  this  time,  while  the 
acknowledged  bad  situation  of  the  city  with 
respect  to  the  tax  rate  has  been  deplored,  mourned, 
and  held  up  as  the  reason  why  money  must  be 
borrowed  for  current  expenses,  no  reliable  and 
complete  figures  have  yet  been  revealed  to  show 
definitely  the  exact  tax  rate  situation.  It  would 
seem  that  the  burden  is  on  those  who  ask  to  be 
allowed  to  borrow  to  show  first  what  the  situation 
is  without  borrowing. 

The  extreme  state  of  deterioration  of  much  of  the 
city's  plant  has  been  stressed  to  justify  this  par- 
ticular borrowing.  Renovation  or  replacement  of 
the  city's  plant  is  not  to  be  confused  with  the 
purpose  of  this  bill  which  is  before  you.  The 
Finance  Commission  has  been  pointing  to  the 
constant  deterioration  of  the  city's  plant  for  years. 
Money  which  should  have  been  spent  for  such 
purposes  as  repair  or  gradual  replacement  of 
apparatus  in  the  Fire  Department,  and  of  equip- 
ment in  the  Public  Works  Department,  and  for 
new  building  in  the  institutions  of  the  city,  and  in 
sufficient  roadway  construction  has  gone  instead 
to  meet  a  constantly  growing  pay  roll.  Now,  as  a 
result,  an  abnormal  capital  investment  program  is 
necessary.  The  time  has  come  when  this  expense 
can  be  postponed  no  longer,  but  financing  these 
replacements  on  a  major  scale  is  not  a  reason  for 
"borrowing  money  for  current  expenses."  They 
are  not  now  current  expenses,  and  there  is  no 
doubt  that  it  is  not  for  these  purposes  that  the 
authority  provided  by  the  bill  in  question  will  be 
used.  This  $10,000,000  will  merely  replace  that 
much  of  the  current  tax  levy,  and  in  so  doing  will 
be  providing  the  funds  to  meet  the  regular  expenses 
of  the  city,  which,  in  largest  part,  are  for  pay  rolls. 

Capital  expense  is  properly  an  expense  to  be 
provided  for  originally  by  a  loan,  with  the  cost 
spread  over  a  reasonable  part  of  the  life  of  the 
improvement.  The  city  now  has  the  right  under 
the  present  law  to  borrow  to  the  amount  of 
$13,500,000  within  the  debt  limit  for  capital 
investment.  The  commission  cannot  emphasize 
too  strongly  that  the  intended  use  of  the  borrowing 
authorized  by  the  bill  presently  under  discussion 
is  not  for  capital  investment. 

The  present  Mayor  has  given  some  evidence  of 
a  purpose  to  eliminate  unnecessary  expense.  He 
struck  off  the  pay  roll  approximately  150  Recre- 
ation Department  employees  who  had  not  yet 
acquired  a  permanent  basis  of  employment. 
Though  their  pay  roll  rate  was  in  excess  of  $300,000 
there  was  but  approximately  $115,000  spent  on 
them  in  1945.  He  also  struck  off  about  eighty 
of  the  ninety-five  constables  when  the  Finance 
Commission  pointed  out  to  him,  as  it  had  done  to 
his  several  predecessors,  that  their  employment 
was  unnecessary.  The  commission  was  chagrined 
to  find  that  subsequently  he  put  some  of  those 
once  removed  back  on  the  pay  roll;  that  there  are 
now  almost  forty  constables  on  the  rolls,  and  that 
the  number  grows  with  each  meeting  of  the  City 
Council. 

The  present  Mayor  has  also  eliminated  for  the 
present,  at  least,  some  proposed  undertakings 
properly  classified  as  luxuries,  which  would  lead  to 
increased  maintenance  cost,  on  the  theory  that 
the  city  cannot  pay  for  what  it  now  is  doing  and 
should  not  therefore  be  continually  adding  to  the 
burden. 

There  are,  however,  many  other  ministerial  acts 
which  he  might  perform  which  would  lead  to  less 
expense.  Many  of  them  have  already  been  dis- 
closed by  the  commission;  others  will  be  revealed 
in  subsequent  reports.  It  might  well  be  that,  by 
a  combination  of  further  eliminations  and  further 
use  of  the  authority  given  by  an  act  of  1945  to 
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borrow  for  relief  purposes,  the  rate  of  342.50  might 
be  the  limit  of  need  for  1945. 

To  borrow  $10,000,000  for  current  expenses  this 
year  and  to  continue  to  ignore  opportunity  to 
reduce  the  maintenance  cost  can  only  lead  to 
higher  rates  in  later  years.  It  is  too  ephemeral  to 
have  substantial  appeal. 

Respectfully  submitted, 
Edward  F.  Mullen,  Chairman. 
Alexander  Wheeler, 
Leo  J.  Dunn, 
Frederick  Deane, 

The  Finance  Commission. 
Robert  E.  Cunnipp, 
Secretary. 
Placed  on  file. 


NOTICE   FROM   PORT   OF   BOSTON 
AUTHORITY. 

Notice  was  received  from  the  Port  of  Boston 
Authority  of  permission  granted  the  New  England 
Telephone  &  Telegraph  Company  to  dredge  trench 
from  Condor  street  at  Border  street,  East  Boston, 
north  and  northeasterly,  approximately  1,650  feet 
across  Chelsea  river  to  United  States  Navy  Annex 
in  Chelsea. 

Placed  on  file. 


CLEANING  OF  STREETS  BEFORE  EASTER. 

Coun.  KINSELLA  offered  the  following: 
Ordered,  That  his  Honor  the  Mayor  be  requested 
to  instruct  the  Commissioner  of  Public  Works  to 
employ  at  once  sufficient  temporary  help  for  the 
purpose  of  cleaning  up  the  streets  of  Boston  before 
Easter. 

Passed  under  suspension  of  the  rule. 


BATHING  FACILITIES,  CHARLESTOWN. 

Coun.  KINSELLA  offered  the  following: 
Ordered,  That  his  Honor  the  Mayor  be  requested 
to  instruct  the  Health  Department  to  check  into  the 
cause  of  continued  pollution  in  the  Mystic  river 
in  so  far  as  it  affects  bathing  in  Ward  2,  Charles- 
town. 


Ordered,  That  his  Honor  the  Mayor  be  requested 
to  cause  a  survey  to  be  made  of  the  possibilities  of 
constructing  in  a  suitable  place  a  swimming  pool 
for  the  adult  residents'  of  Charlestown,  to  be  put 
into  operation  by  the  start  of  the  swimming  season 
in  1946. 

Coun.  KINSELLA — These  last  two  orders  deal- 
ing with  the  construction  of  a  swimming  pool  for 
adults  and  dealing  with  the  pollution  of  the  Mystic 
river  in  Charlestown  complement  each  other. 
A,  couple  of  years  ago,  Mr.  President,  reports 
began  to  come  in  of  the  unsuitability  of  Dewey 
Beach  for  further  bathing  by  adults.  The  then 
Health  Commissioner  of  the  City,  Dr.  G.  Lynde 
Gately,  caused  a  test  of  the  water  to  be  made  by 
the  Bacteriological  Department  of  the  Health 
Department.  The  results  were  contained  in  a 
letter  which  he  sent  to  me  and  I  caused  to  be 
published  in  the  local  paper  in  Charlestown 
for  the  purpose  of  acquainting  the  people  there 
with  the  reasons  for  the  discontinuance  of  Dewey 
Beach  as  a  bathing  place.  In  May,  1944,  the 
then  Mayor  of  the  city,  Maurice  Tobin,  came 
over  to  Charlestown  one  Saturday  morning  to 
make  a  tour  of  the  playgrounds.  While  there,  I 
asked  him  to  come  down  to  Dewey  Beach  to  see 
for  himself  the  condition  of  the  beadi.  When 
we  went  there  it  was  in  a  much  more  frightful 
condition  than  I  had  anticipated  and  reported  to 
him.  We  took  a  couple  of  sticks  and  plunged  into 
the  sands  of  the  beach.  As  far  down  as  a  foot, 
oil  had  penetrated.  It  was  then  and  there  im- 
mediately decided  that  the  beach  was  no  longer 
fit  for  human  bathing.  Doctor  Gately  about  that 
time,  or  shortly  prior  to  that,  sent#  me  a  letter 
to  which  I  have  made  reference,  which  said  that 
the  bacteriological  content  of  the  water  of  the 
Mystic  river  was  thirty  to  forty  times  in  excess 
of  the  allowable  amount  of  pollution  permitted  by 
the  Health  Department  for  bathing  by  the  United 
States  standards  of  public  health.  So  it  is  obvious 
that  the  beach,  beginning  then  or  prior  thereto, 
and  continuing  to  the  present  time,  was  and  is 


no  longer  fit  for  human  bathing.  Last  night 
I  had  the  sad  duty  to  perform  of  attending  a 
wake  of  a  friend  of  mine.  While  there,  a  young 
man  who  owns  and  moors  a  boat  at  the  Chelsea 
South  draw,  which  is  a  bridge  spanning  a  section 
of  the  Mystic  river,  complained  to  me  in  the 
name  of  the  yacht  club  members  that  all  of  the 
boats  are  covered  with  an  oil  slick  that  travels 
down  the  river  with  the  tide  but  does  not  go 
out  to  sea.  It  comes  back  with  the  incoming 
tide.  Since  the  boats  were  assessed  at  a  true 
valuation  and  taxed  thereon,  the  clubhouse 
members  have  a  right  to  find  out  where  this 
pollution  starts  and  why  it  should  be  so  long 
continued.  At  one  point  a  few  years  ago  during 
the  war,  Mr.  President,  I  think  the  other  councilor 
whose  district  abuts  the  ocean  wilf  agree  the  degree 
of  pollution  in  Boston  harbor  exceeded  any- 
thing that  should  be  allowed,  even  allowing 
for  a  certain  amount  of  pollution.  Doctor  Gately 
at  that  time  was  prepared  to  take  steps  against 
the  steamship  companies  for  discharging  old 
oil  from  the  holds  and  tanks  in  their  ships.  But 
the  Coast  Guard  at  the  time,  which  exercised 
control  over  the  waters  of  Boston  harbor  and 
rivers  that  run  into  the  inland  part  of  Massa- 
chusetts from  the  harbor,  instructed  and  ordered 
that  he  desist  from  any  intent  of  prosecution; 
that  they  themselves  when  the  time  was  ripe 
would  take  steps  to  correct  the  condition.  In 
other  words,  Doctor  Gately  was  forbidden  to 
prosecute  the  offences  because,  as  the  Coast 
Guard  phrased  it,  "we  are  in  the  middle  of  a 
war  and  bathing  beaches  do  not  count  too  much." 
Nothing  ever  was  done  about  it.  I  think  that 
upon  the  return  of  the  boys,  when  these  young 
fellows  come  home,  especially  in  my  town  where 
we  have  27,000  residents,  it  is  cruel  and  inhuman 
to  expect  those  who  cannot  get  away  for  the  hot 
summer  months  to  put  up  with  these  conditions, 
people  who  are  going  to  be  handicapped  to  the 
extent  they  cannot  go  in  the  water  to  cool  off,  on 
account  of  the  unavailability  of  bathing  facilities 
and  the  pollution  that  exists.  The  Northern 
Metropolitan  sewer  project  which  I  think  has 
now  been  completed  but  which  before  completion 
contributed  to  the  stagnant  condition  of  the 
Mystic  river  water  was  the  principal  source  of 
offense.  Doctor  Gately  termed  the  river  itself 
and  the  river  bed  a  cesspool.  He  described  it  in 
more  lurid  language  as  being  worse  than  a  country 
outhouse  because  of  the  uncompleted  section  of  the 
sewer  project  of  the  Northern  Metropolitan 
District  Commission.  I  suppose  there  if,  nothing 
very  glamorous  about  talking  on  the  polluted 
condition  of  a  river.  We  are  approaching  a 
season  when  little  children  and  grown  men  and 
women,  too,  are  going  to  be  confined  to  their 
hot,  stifling  homes  in  Charlestown,  those  of  them 
not  fortunate  enough  to  be  able  to  get  away, 
solely  because  steamship  companies  seem  to  be 
able  to  operate  in  defiance  of  the  law  that  says 
they  shall  not  discharge  any  slag  oil  inside  the 
harbor  limits.  It  is  my  understanding  also  that 
the  orders  of  the  Fire  Department  of  the  City 
of  Boston  contain  the  injunction  to  all  Charles- 
town firehouses  that  upon  the  receipt  of  a  first 
alarm  for  a  fire  in  a  waterfront  area,  all  of  the 
apparatus  is  to  respond  because  of  the  oil-saturated 
condition  of  the  piles  that  support  the  piers  in 
Charlestown.  That  probably  is  true  in  East 
Boston  and  South  Boston,  and  yet  nothing  seems 
to  be  done  about  it.  I  do  hope  above  all  other 
things  that  the  Mayor  of  Boston  will  find  out 
through  the  Health  Department  why  this  pollution 
is  allowed  to  continue  and  what  can  be  done  to 
remedy  it  and  who  is  going  to  be  held  liable  for 
causing  it.  I  hope  the  rule  is  suspended  on  the 
orders,  and  they  may  be  permitted  to  pass. 

The  orders  were  passed  under  suspension  of  the 
rule. 


BUS  SERVICE,   WARD   3. 

Coun.  RUSSO  offered  the  following: 
Ordered,  That  the  trustees  of  the  Boston  Ele- 
vated be  requested,  through  his  Honor  the 
Mayor,  to  put  into  operation  bus  service  from 
Charles  street  to  Bowdoin  square,  Ward  3,  be- 
tween the  hours  of  10  a.  m.  and  4  p.  m. 

Coun.  RUSSO— Briefly  on  this  order  here,  the 
Boston  Elevated  Railway  Company  saw  fit  to 
discontinue  the  service  for  the  emergency,  during 
the  war  emergency,  to  conserve  gasoline.  When 
the  war  ended,  I  had  many  requests  for  restoration. 
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I  feel  th:it  the  people  in  the  section  then  have  boon 
patriotic  during  this  emergency.  Now  that  the 
war  has  ended,  I  Feel  tin-  service  should  ho  put 
in  operation  forthwith.  1  hope  t His  order  will  pass. 
The  order  was  passed  under  suspension  of  the 
rule. 


TYLER  STREET  BATH  HOUSE. 

Coun.  RUSSO  offered  the  following: 

Ordered,  That  the  Commissioner  of  Public 
Buildings  be  requested,  through  his  Honor  the 
Mayor,  to  make  alterations  to  the  bath  house  on 
Tvler  street,  and  to  put  it  in  first-class  condition. 

Coun.  RUSSO— Mr.  President,  the  Tyler  Street 
Branch  -Municipal  Building  is  in  a  very  deplorable 
condition.  I  have  not  seen  anything  like  it.  The 
condition  that  exists  there  should  not  exist.  I 
have  had  a  conversation  with  the  Building  Com- 
missioner. He  feels  the  same  way  as  I  feel,  that 
the  condition  there  should  be  remedied  and  con- 
structed and  brought,  into  first-class  condition.  I 
am  trusting  that  his  Honor  the  Mayor  will  see 
that  this  is  followed  through  and  that  the  people  in 
the  section  get  the  proper  attention  they  deserve. 

The  order  was  passed  under  suspension  of  the 
rule. 


ROPING  OFF  UNION  PARK  STREET. 

Coun.  SULLIVAN,  for  Coun.  Hurley,  offered 
the  following: 

Ordered,  That  the  City  Messenger  be  authorized 
to  provide  for  the  roping  off  of  the  section  of 
Union  Park  street,  between  Washington  street 
and  Harrison  avenue,  between  the  hours  of  2  and 
4  p.  m.  on  Saturday,  April  13,  1946,  for  the  annual 
ten-mile  road  race  run  under  the  auspices  of  the 
Cathedral  Club,  and  that  the  expense  of  same  be 
charged  to  the  City  Council  Appropriations  for 
Ropes,  Flags  and  Stakes. 

Passed  under  suspension  of  the  rule. 


RESURFACING  OF  BEECH  GLEN  STREET. 

Coun.  MORIARTY  offered  the  following: 
Ordered,  That  the  Public  Works  Commissioner 
be  requested,  through  his  Honor  the  Mayor,  to 
resurface  with  smooth  pavement  Beech  Glen 
street  from  Fort  avenue  to  Highland  street, 
Ward  11. 

Passed  under  suspension  of  the  rule. 


ACCEPTANCE   OF  WEBSTER  PLACE. 

Coun.  LANE  offered  the  following: 
Ordered,   That  the   Board   of   Street   Commis- 
sioners   be    requested,    through    his    Honor    the 
Mayor,  to  accept  and  ■  lay  out  Webster  place  in 
Allston,  Ward  21,  as  a  public  highway. 
Passed  under  suspension  of  the  rule. 


CONSTRUCTION  OF  MECHANIC   STREET, 
WARD   21. 

Coun.  LANE  offered  the  following: 

Ordered,  That  the  Commissioner  of  Public 
Works  be  requested,  through  his  Honor  the  Mayor, 
to  instruct  the  contractor  to  immediately  proceed 
with  the  construction  of  Mechanic  street,  Ward  21, 
now  known  as  Higgins  street,  work  on  which  was 
suspended  during  the  winter  months. 

Passed  under  suspension  of  the  rule. 


LIGHTING  OF  STAIRWAY  OF  MONASTERY 
PATH. 

Coun.  LANE  offered  the  following: 

Ordered,  That  the  Commissioner  of  Public 
Works  be  requested,  through  his  Honor  the  Mayor, 
to  install  lights  along  the  stairway  of  Monastery 
path,  which  is  located  between  the  Brighton  High 
tol  and  the  United  States  Marine  Hospital,  on 
Warren  street,  Ward  21. 

Passed  under  suspension  of  the  rule. 


MEMORIAL  TO   GENERAL 
GEORGE  S.  PATTON,  Jn. 

Coun.  LANE  offered  the  following: 

Resolved,  That  the  City  Council  of  Boston  favors 
the  enactment  of  legislation  providing  for  the 
erection  in  the  City  of  Boston  of  a  monument  or 
other  memorial  to  the  memory  of  General  George  S. 
Patton,  Jr. 

Coun.  LANE — I  think  this  is  an  opportune  time 
to  introduce  this  resolution  in  the  Council  due  to 
the  fact  that  a  few  days  ago  I  had  the  pleasure  of 
talking  with  the  widow  of  General  Patton.  ,  She 
came  up  from  her  home  in  Hamilton  to  appear  at 
the  State  House  for  the  pressmen  when  her  bill 
was  heard  before  the  Committee  on  Military 
Affairs  and  Public  Safety.  The  bill  has  been 
reported  favorably.  It  has  been  recommended 
that  an  appropriation  of  $15,000  be  made  for 
the  committee  to  study  the  advisability  of  building, 
the  type  of  architecture,  and  the  structure.  It 
has  been  suggested  that  the  members  of  the  com- 
mittee make  a  trip  to  Europe,  which  apparently 
seems  most  unnecessary. 

President  KELLY — Excuse  me.  At  this  time 
the  Chair  will  call  Councilor  Fish  to  preside. 


Coun.  FISH  in  the  chair. 

Coun.  LANE — Representative  Charles  D. 
Driscoll  of  Boston  introduced  House  Bill  221  at 
the  present  session  of  the  Great  and  General 
Court.  It  was  he  who  arranged  with  the  widow 
of  General  Patton  to  come  to  Boston  and  survey 
various  possible  sites  for  the  location  and  erection 
of  a  monument  to  her  late,  lamented  husband. 
She  looked  over  the  grounds  of  the  State  House. 
It  was  suggested  they  go  to  the  Esplanade  and  that 
section  adjoining  the  Hatch  Shell.  That  was  the 
spot  that  appealed  most  to  Mrs.  Patton.  It  is 
her  express  wish  and  desire  that  the  monument, 
if  and  when  erected,  shall  be  in  the  same  vicinity, 
on  the  Esplanade,  as  the  Hatch  Shell.  I  feel  that 
whereas  General  Patton,  although  born  in  Santa 
Monica,  California,  is  recognized  as  a  native  son 
of  Massachusetts,  certainly  the  monument  to  the 
memory  of  the  late  general,  in  my  humble  opinion, 
should  be  located  in  our  capital  city.  I  hope 
we  will  have  immediate  action  on  this  resolution. 

The  resolution  was  passed  under  suspension  of 
the  rule. 


ENDORSEMENT   OF   H.    R.    5363. 

Coun.  KINSELLA  offered  the  following: 
Resolved,  That  the  Boston  City  Council,  in 
meeting  assembled  on  Tuesday,  March  19,  1946, 
unanimously  endorses  H.  R.  5363  now  pending  in 
Congress,  which  seeks  "To  provide  benefits  for 
certain  employees  of  the  United  States  who  are 
veterans  of  World  War  II  and  lost  opportunity  for 
probational  civil  service  appointments  by  reason 
of  their  service  in  the  armed  forces  of  the  United 
States." 

Referred  to  the  Committee  on  Rules. 


RESURFACING    OF    WOOD,    UNION    AND 
DEVENS   STREETS. 

Coun.  KINSELLA  offered  the  following: 
Ordered,  That  the  Commissioner  of  Public 
Works  be  requested,  through  his  Honor  the  Mayor, 
to  proceed  with  the  immediate  resurfacing  of 
Bartlett  street,  Cordis  street,  Wood  street,  Union 
street  and  Devens  street,  in  the  Charlestown, 
Ward  2,  section  of  Boston. 

Passed  under  suspension  of  the  rule. 


RESOLUTION  CONDEMNING  STATEMENT 
MADE  BY  MEMBER  OF  GENERAL 
COURT. 

Coun.  COOK — I  rise  to  make  a  motion.  I 
move,  sir,  that  the  resolution  which  was  referred 
to  the  Committee  on  Rules,  relative  to  condemning 
a  statement  in  the  General  Court  be  taken  from 
the  committee. 

Chairman  FISH — The  Chair  will  request  the 
chairman  of  the  Committee  on  Rules  to  report. 
Are  you  ready  to  report  the  resolution?  What 
resolution  was  it,  again? 
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Coun.  COOK — A  resolution  •  offered  by  myself 
relative  to  the  City  Council  going  on  record  as 
condemning  the  statement  of  the  member  of  the 
General  Court. 

Chairman  FISH — Did  the  Rules  Committee 
have  a  hearing  on  that? 

Coun.  LANE — We  had  a  hearing  the  other  day. 
It  was  laid  on  the  table.     May  I  speak  on  it  now? 

Chairman  FISH — You  report  you  have  had  a 
hearing  of  the  committee  and  they  voted  to  lay  it 
on  the  table? 
-    Coun.  LANE— That  is  right. 

Chairman  FISH — If  Councilor  Cook  will  yield, 
we  will  be  glad  to  have  you  speak  on  the  reasons 
for  laying  it  on  the  table. 

Coun.  COOK — I  will  not  yield.  I  insist  on  my 
motion.  Speaking  on  the  motion,  this  resolution 
was  offered  by  me  a  week  ago  Monday,  and  was 
referred  to  Rules.  At  that  time  a  poll  of  three 
members  on  the  Rules  Committee  showed  they 
would  vote  to  have  it  read  and  passed.  On  objec- 
tion by  one  of  the  councilors,  it  was  sent  to  Rules 
and  no  debate  was  had  upon  the  subject.  It  seems 
to  me,  Mr.  President,  and  gentlemen  of  the  Council, 
there  is  absolutely  no  reason  for  laying  such  a 
resolution  on  the  table.  It  would  indicate  to  the 
general  public  that  the  City  Council  has  not  quite 
made  up  its  mind  whether  the  purpose  of  the 
resolution  was  a  fair  one  and  one  that  should  pass. 
I  do  not  see  any  reason  why  I  or  anybody  else 
should  waste  30  or  35  days  which  we  have  to  wait 
to  take  it  back  from  the  committee.  My  resolu- 
tion was  for  the  condemning  of  statements  which 
are  false  and  which  malign  a  race  and  that  the 
City  Council  should  go  on  record  as  a  body  to 
condemn  such  statements  as  being  undemocratic 
and  un-American.  I  do  not  wish  to  clutter  the 
record.  If  the  Committee  on  Rules  stuck  to  its 
original  position,  they  would  have  come  in  and  it 
would  have  been  passed  under  the  rules,  and  there 
would  have  been  no  debate.  Laying  on  the  table, 
it  seems  to  me  is  not  a  wise  way  of  ducking  an 
issue.  It  has  been  suggested  it  is  not  the  business 
of  the  City  Council  to  go  on  record  in  resolutions 
of  this  kind.  Mr.  President  and  gentlemen,  the 
City  Council  not  only  deals  with  financial  matters 
and  tax  rates,  it  deals  with  things  that  go  much 
deeper.  I  feel  strongly  on  this  resolution.  I 
hoped  there  would  not  be  any  need  for  any 
speaking  so  that  we  would  have  all  been  on  record 
in  a  resolution  that  I  think  we  all  agree  upon. 
The  only  objection  heard  in  the  committee  was 
that  it  was  not  the  business  of  the  Council.  I 
will  stick  to  that  point, — the  morale,  the  welfare, 
the  financial  well-being  and  everything  else  that  is 
concerned  with  the  citizens  of  Boston  are  our 
concern.  Otherwise,  we  may  as  well  pass  an 
ordinance  or  a  law  that  only  those  who  are  C  P  A's, 
can  be  city  councilors.  Any  race  has  a  right  to 
feel  that  if  a  public  official,  and  I  do  not  care 
where  he  is  from,  the  General  Court,  a  Board  of 
Aldermen,  Selectmen,  or  any  place  in  this  state, 
makes  a  statement  at  a  public  hearing  that  is 
false,  that  is  un-American  and  un-democratic,  all 
other  city  officials  and  state  officials  in  any  capacity 
should  rise  and  let  their  feelings  be  known.  It 
was  through  this  resolution  that  I  thought  the 
City  Council  would  let  the  city,  state  and  nation 
know  that  at  least  the  Boston  City  Council  dis- 
agreed and  condemned  such  statements.  I  think 
it  should  be  taken  from  the  committee  now  and 
voted  upon  now  and  passed,  so  that  at  least  for 
the  time  to  come,  the  people  of  this  country  will 
know  if  any  official  gets  up  to  malign  any  race, 
any  creed  or  any  color,  the  Boston  City  Council 
is  against  that  and  will  go  on  record  and  say  they 
are  against  it. 

Chairman  FISH — The  question  is  on  taking 
from  the  committee  and  presenting  it  before  the 
Council. 

Coun.  CAREY — I  do  not  like  to  raise  any 
objection  to  a  discussion  of  this  nature.  As  has 
been  said  here  time  and  again,  the  duty  of  those 
who  come  here  when  the  City  Council  meets  is 
to  devote  their  time  to  the  business  for  which 
they  were  elected  by  the  people  of  the  district 
they  represent.  I  do  hot  for  one  moment  sub- 
scribe to  the  remark  of  the  representative  from 
the  South  Shore  district — I  forget  just  where  he 
comes  from — which  was  made  at  a  hearing  in 
the  State  House  a  few  days  ago.  I  have  always 
found  the  press  of  the  City  of  Boston  only  too 
willing  to  print  any  statement  that  a  member 
of  any  legislative  body  might  make  for  or  against 
any  particular  matter  brought  before  the  public 
attention.     To    object    to    the    resolution    intro- 


duced by  Councilor  Cook  might  be  interpreted 
in  some  quarters  as  being  agreeable  to  the  state- 
ment that  was  made  by  the  member  of  the  Legis- 
lature^ That  I  do  not  do.  Never  have  I 
subscribed  to  such  statements.  I  hope  never  to 
have  occasion  to  subscribe  to  them  in  the  future. 
But  there  is  always  too  much  time  taken  up  here 
on  this  floor  solely  for  the  sake  of  publicity  by 
certain  individuals,  putting  the  Body  as  a  whole 
on  record  solely  to  satisfy  the  desires  of  a  particular 
councilor.  The  gentleman  who  made  this  dis- 
tasteful remark, — and  I  emphasize  the  word 
"distasteful," — has  already  apologized  to  the 
members  of  the  Body  of  which  he  is  a  member. 
The  case  is  a  closed  book  in  the  eyes  of  the  public 
today.  The  body  of  which  this  gentleman  is  a 
member  did  not  see  fit  to  take  any  action  against 
that  member.  Yet  the  City  Council,  as  is  al- 
together too  often  the  case,  is  asked  to  do  just 
what  the  Legislature  itself,  of  which  that  gentleman 
is  a  member,  did  not  deem  necessary  to  do.  Why 
it  is  found  necessary,  whether  it  is  for  the  sole 
purpose  of  catering  to  a  particular  race  or  creed 
or  color,  having  in  mind  the  benefits  that  might 
be  derived  at  the  polls  on  election  day,  that 
prompts  one  to  introduce  such  a  resolution, 
I  do  not  know.  But  I  do  not  wonder  that  this 
Body  is  often  criticized  by  the  people  of  the 
city  for  spending  altogether  too  much  time  here 
in  long-winded  arguments,  indulging  in  matters 
that  do  not  affect  this  Body  as  a  public  body 
constituted  for  the  purpose  for  which  it  was 
constituted.  We  are  constantly  having  these 
questions  brought  before  us.  Some  of  my  very 
best  friends  and  some  for  whom  I  have  worked 
hardest  "in  the  last  nine  years  are  members  of 
the  race  to  which  the  gentleman  alluded  when 
he  made  his  statement  in  the  State  House.  I 
do  not  need  to  get  on  my  knees  and  beg  forgive- 
ness for  any  opposition  I  might  take.  I  am  not 
taking  opposition  to  this  matter  because  it  is 
this  particular  matter,  but  only  to  the  constant 
recurrence  of  such  instances  before  this  Body. 
In  the  last  nine  years,  I  have  sat  here  time  after 
time  and  have  seen  practically  an  entire  session 
devoted  to  arguing  back  and  forth  on  a  matter 
such  as  this  one  that  Councilor  Cook  is  interested 
in.  We  are  all  interested  in  it.  But  as  I  see 
it,  there  is  no  reason  why  any  member  of  this 
Body  when  he  wishes  to  raise  objection  to  a 
statement  of  this  kind  does  not  resort  to  the 
press.  The  press  is  only  too  willing  to  let  the 
people  of  that  councilor's  district  and  the  people 
of  the  entire  city  as  a  matter  of  fact  know  just 
where  he  stands  on  any  particular  matter.  It 
would  be  a  very  fine  thing  in  order  to  avoid 
further  recurrences  of  cases  such  as  this  if  the 
Committee  on  Rules  and  the  entire  Council,  as  a 
matter  of  fact,  would  get  together  and  make 
up  its  mind  that  henceforth  the  time  spent  here 
would  be  spent  for  the  purpose  for  which  we 
are  elected.  Why  doesn't  an  individual  member 
of  this  Body  raise  the  objection  through  the 
channels  that  are  available  to  him?  I  know  from 
my  nine  years'  experience  here  that  time  and 
time  again  similar  resolutions  have  been  intro- 
duced here.  Individual  members  of  this  Council 
have  wondered  why  they  should  be  expected 
to  be  engaged  in  showing  their  stand  one  way 
or  the  other  _  regarding  a  point  raised  here.  It 
is  most  unfair.  I  say  this  fully  realizing  that 
I  have  a  great  number  of  members  of  the  race 
that  the  gentleman  of  the  Legislature  pointed 
out  in  his  remark  in  my  own  district.  But  I 
take  the  stand  and  the  viewpoint  that  this  Council 
might  well  devote  its  time  to  the  purposes  for 
which  it  was  elected,  to  try  to  do  from  a  financial 
standpoint  particularly  the  things  here  in  this 
Council  that  would  be  for  the  benefit  of  the  city. 

Chairman  FISH — The  question  comes  on 
taking  the  matter  from  the  committee. 

There  was  a  standing  vote,  yeas  13,  nays  2, 
and  since  the  necessary  15  votes  in  the  affirmative 
were  not  had,  the  motion  to  take  from  the  com- 
mittee was  lost. 

Coun.  COOK — I  ask  reconsideration.  I  would 
like  to  speak  on  the  motion  for  reconsideration. 
After  hearing  the  arguments  from  the  worthy 
councilor  in  the  adjacent  ward  (Coun.  Carey)  I 
did  not  think  I  had  to  get  up  and  answer  them. 

Coun.  McCORMACK— Will  the  gentleman 
yield  for  a  second? 

Chairman  FISH — Do  you  yield  for  a  question? 

Coun.  COOK— I  will. 

Coun.  McCORMACK— I  will  ask  the  chairman 
of  the  committee  if  he  is  in  favor,     If  he  says  he  is, 
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ilic  resolution  would  be  passed  unanimously,  and 
it  would  save  tame, 

Chairman  FISH — The  committee  lus  already 
\  oted  to  lay  ii  on  the  table. 

Conn.  MoCORMACK— I  still  would  like  to 
ask  the  chairman  of  the  committee  if  he  is  now  in 
favor  of  having  the  resolution  passed  in  this  section. 

Chairman  FISH — If  the  chairman  of  the  com- 
mittee wishes  to  answer  that,  he  may. 

Coun.   I.ANK — Do  you  yield? 

Coun.  COOK— Yes. 

I  oun.  l.ANE — The  other  day  when  in  our  Com- 
mittee on  Rules  wc  had  a  rather  prolonged  dis- 
cission of  what  should  have  been  terminated  in  a 
Very  few  moments,  the  discussion  lasted  about  an 
hour  and  a  half,  and  when  we  were  through,  we 
knew  nothing  more  about  it  than  when  we  started. 
I  have  given  deeper  consideration  to  the  matter. 
I  can  now  say  voluntarily  and  without  appearing 
in  behalf  of  any  councilor  in  the  room,  I  am  heartily 
in  favor  of  the  resolution. 

Chairman  FISH— Councilor  Cook,  the  question 
is  on  reconsideration. 

Coun.  COOK — In  view  of  what  the  chairman 
says,  if  he  would  vote  that  way  in  the  committee, 
it  ought  to  pass.  We  would  have  no  debate  and  no 
time  would  be  wasted,  as  the  councilor  who  voiced 
his  objection  to  taking  it  out  of  the  committee 
has  so  well  stated.  I  would  like  to  point  this  out. 
I  said  before  that  the  purpose  of  the  City  Council 
was  not  only  financial,  but  involved  everything 
concerning  the  well-being  of  the  citizens.  So  far 
as  taking  up  time  is  concerned,  I  would  like  to 
remind  everybody  that  there  are  those  in  the 
service  and  those  with  loved  ones  in  the  service. 
We  wasted  five  years  exactly  on  such  a  point  in 
those  areas  where  a  race  different  from  the  one 
that  was  maligned  in  the  State  House  would  be 
maligned.  We  should  stand  up  and  voice  our 
objection,  too.  I  think  if  you  read  my  resolution 
you  will  find  that  it  is  the  consensus  of  opinion, 
or  it  should  be  the  consensus  of  opinion  of  the 
City  Councilors,  that  they  as  a  Body  are  against 
such  statements  and  denounce  them.  I  would 
like  to  know  if  there  are  members  of  the  City 
Council  in  agreement  with  such  statements.  Mr. 
President,  I  ask  reconsideration,  and  I  shall  ask 
for  a  roll  call  vote  if  it  does  not  prevail  on  the 
standing  vote. 

Chairman  FISH — The  question  is  on  recon- 
sideration. 

Coun.  KINSELLA — I  would  like  to  ask  through 
the  Chair  a  question  of  Councilor  Cook. 

Chairman  FISH — Does  Councilor  Cook  care  to 
answer  a  question? 

Coun.  COOK— Yes. 

Chairman  FISH — You  may  proceed. 

Coun.  KINSELLA — I  am  anxious  to  know  if 
Councilor  Cook  knows  whether  or  not  the  Legisla- 
ture censured  Representative  Taylor  or  otherwise 
reproved  him  for  his  remarks? 

Coun.  COOK — The  only  way  I  can  answer  is  by 
hearsay,  that  is  all  I  read  in  the  papers.  I  know 
that  the  Republican  floor  leader  said  that  the 
Republican  party  disassociated  itself  from  the 
statement  of  the  member  of  his  party  who  made 
such  remarks.  I  know  the  Governor  and  Mayor 
denounced  it.  I  am  still  waiting  for  the  Boston 
City  Council  to  denounce  it.  We  are  wasting 
time.  The  chairman  of  the  Committee  on  Rules 
says  he  favors  the  resolution.  There  is  no  point 
in  laying  it  on  the  table  thirty  days  and  waiting 
to  have  it  brought  out  from  the  committee. 

Coun.  CAREY — For  the  purpose  of  the  record 
I  want  to  state  clearly  I  do  not  think  the  question 
here  at  all  hinges  on  whether  or  not  the  City 
Council  agrees  with  the  statement  made  by  the 
gentleman  who  is  a  member  of  the  Legislature.  I 
very  clearly  stated  I  denounced  such  statements. 
My  remarks  were  made  solely  on  the  opportunity 
that  is  seized  so  often  here,  and  I  repeat  I  believe 
it  is  for  the  purpose  of  seeing  what  benefits  might  be 
derived  at  the  polls  on  succeeding  election  days. 
A  matter  of  this  nature  definitely  is  not  the  busi- 
ness of  the  City  Council,  having  in  mind  the  pur- 
pose for  which  the  City  Council  was  instituted  in 
the  beginning.  It  is  well  to  say  the  Governor  and 
the  Mayor  and  this  one  and  that  one  raised  objec- 
tion. They  did  so  through  the  press.  That  is 
what  I  am  asking  the  gentleman  from  Ward  12 
(Coun.  Cook)  to  do.  Let  us  stick  to  the  rules, 
BS  they  say,  and  carry  on  here  on  the  floor  the 
business  for  which  we  were  elected.  I  do  not 
think  it  makes  a  bit  of  difference.  When  all  is 
said  and  done,  who  care  how  the  City  Council 
feels  about  this  matter?  The  Legislature  itself 
did  not  see  fit  as  a  body  to  raise  objection.     The 


members  of  Congress,  the  Massachusetts  bloc 
in  Congress  as  a  body,  did  not  see  fit  to  yell  from 
the  roof  tops.  There  is  no  doubt  but  what  every 
member  of  Congress  from  this  state  denounces 
such  remarks,  as  I  do. 

Chairman  FISH — -The  question  is  on  recon- 
sideration. 

Coun.  COOK — I  would  like  to  answer  the 
councilor  who  has  just  spoken.  I  am  not  seeking 
publicity.  If  my  name  is  never  carried  on  this,  I 
am  just  as  well  satisfied.  I  have  had  my  publicity 
in  the  matter.  If  the  councilor  thinks  he  is  in 
favor,  he  could  have  had  it  come  before  the  Body. 
There  would  be  no  speaking  and  no  publicity.  It 
seems  to  me  that  he  himself  is  spending  the  time 
talking  and  getting  publicity.  For  my  part,  I 
think  the  Council  should  go  on  record  if  they  all 
agree  the  statement  is  undemocratic  and  un- 
American,  and  end  it  then  and  there. 

The  motion  to  reconsider  was  carried,  and  the 
question  came  on  taking  the  matter  from  the 
committee. 

Coun.  SULLIVAN — Is  it  in  order  to  take  a 
recess  and  let  the  Rules  Committee  go  into  session 
and  bring  a  report  back  one  way  or  the  other? 
The  chairman  of  the  committee  seems  to  be  in 
favor.  They  all  seem  to  be  in  favor.  They  keep 
it  in  the  committee.  There  is  talk  here.  I  move 
a  five-minute  recess. 

Coun.  KINSELLA— Mr.  President. 

Chairman  FISH — For  what  purpose  does  the 
gentleman  rise? 

Coun.  KINSELLA — To  raise  a  point  of  order. 

Chairman  FISH — State  your  point  of  order. 

Coun.  KINSELLA — The  point  of  order  is  the 
rule  says  we  cannot  hold  a  meeting  within  an  hour 
of  a  regular  meeting.  How  can  we  delegate  the 
discussion  to  the  committee  meeting? 

Chairman  FISH — I  think  your  point  of  order  is 
well  taken,  councilor. 

Coun.  SULLIVAN — We  have  had  one  committee 
meeting.  It  would  be  different  if  they  had  not 
held  a  committee  hearing.  They  have  already 
had  one.  They  could  go  in  what  you  might  call 
an  executive  session  and  take  it  from  the  table 
and  make  a  report. 

Chairman  FISH — As  the  Chair  understands,  the 
Committee  on  Rules  has  discussed  the  matter  and 
decided  to  lay  it  on  the  table.  The  councilor  who 
offered  the  resolution  originally  now  asks  that  it 
be  taken  from  the  committee.  The  question  is 
now  on  taking  from  the  committee. 

Coun.  BAYLEY — It  seems  to  me  too  bad  to 
take  up  the  time  of  the  City  Council  on  a  dis- 
cussion of  a  matter  like  this  when  we  have  more 
important  functions  of  our  own  about  to  come 
before  the  Body.  I  refer  to  the  budget.  We 
have  been  debating  this  subject  for  half  an  hour. 

Coun.  COOK— Will  the  gentleman  yield? 

Coun.  BAYLEY— No. 

Chairman  FISH — The  answer  is  no.     Continue. 

Coun.  BAYLEY — The  committee  met  and  held 
a  hearing  on  this  question  when  both  sides  of  it 
were  thrashed  out  fairly,  when  the  gentleman  from 
Ward  12  (Coun.  Cook)  was  present  and  presented 
his  case,  ably  assisted  by  the  gentleman  from 
Ward  14  (Coun.  Muchniek).  This  committee 
held  a  hearing  and  decided  to  table  the  motion  for 
reasons  of  which  there  has  been  some  mention  by 
the  councilor  from  Ward  10  (Coun.  Carey).  I 
do  not  believe  this  is  City  Council  business,  to  tell 
the  Legislature  what  to  do  and  go  over  the  Legis- 
lature's head  after  it  has  failed  to  act  in  this 
matter.  We  are  here  on  several  important  func- 
tions, like  passing  the  budget.  Many  times  we 
have  refused  to  take  things  from  a  committee. 
This  committee  decided  to  lay  it  on  the  table. 
Why  they  have,  I  do  not  know.  It  should  be  kept 
in  the  committee.  It  was  given  a  thorough 
hearing.  I  believe  the  Council  should  expedite 
business  and  help  to  keep  out  superfluous  and  un- 
necessary motions.  After  the  committee  votes,  I 
hope  no  further  motions  will  be  brought  in  here 
on  another  day  which  have  very  little  to  do  with 
Council  business. 

Chairman  FISH — The  question  is  on  taking 
from  the  committee. 

Coun.  COOK — I  would  like  to  make  it  brief.  I 
hate  to  bring  this  up.  I  would  like  to  remind  the 
councilor  from  the  Back  Bay  (Coun.  Bayley)  that 
I  and  others  spent  over  five  years  fighting  because 
of  statements  like  this.  I  hope  we  can  get  through 
without  much  talk.  The  quickest  way  is  to  have 
it  come  from  the  committee,  unless  the  two 
councilors  voice  their  objections,  which  in  their 
opinion  were  reasonable.  I  think  they  were 
sincere.     It  will  come  up  thirty  days  from  now. 
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Chairman  FISH — The  question  is  on  taking 
from  the  committee. 

Coun.  COOK  asked  for  a  roll  call,  and  the  vote 
to  take  from  the  committee  was  yeas  16,  nays  2: 

Yeas — Coun.  Bryan,  Cantwell,  Coffey,  Cook, 
Fish,  Hannon,  Keenan,  Kelly,  Kinsella,  Lane, 
McCormack,  Moriarty,  Muchnick,  Russo,  Scannell, 
Sullivan— 16. 

Nays — Coun.  Bayley,  Carey — 2. 

Chairman  FISH — The  resolve  is  taken  from  the 
committee.  The  question  is  now  on  the  passage 
of  the  resolve. 

The  resolve  was  declared  passed. 

Coun.  LANE — I  doubt  the  vote  and  ask  for  a 
roll  call. 

Chairman  FISH— The  clerk  will   call  the  roll. 

Coun.  COOK— Mr.  President. 

Chairman  FISH — For  what  purpose  does  the 
gentleman  rise? 

Coun.  COOK — Will  the  clerk  please  read  the 
resolution  as  it  came  out  of  the  committee? 

The  clerk  read  the  resolution  as  follows: 

"Whereas,  A  member  of  the  Great  and  General 
Court  of  Massachusetts,  John  H.  Taylor  of  Quincy, 
made  a  false  statement  maligning  a  race  whose 
integrity,  character  and  good  citizenship  have  been 
unquestioned  in  the  Commonwealth  of  Massa- 
chusetts; and 

"Whereas,  Such  statements  are  undemocratic 
and  un-American  and  reflect  upon' those  holding 
public  office  who  do  not  rise  up  to  condemn  such 
statements ;  therefore  be  it 

"Resolved,  That  the  Boston  City  Council  in 
meeting  assembled  condemn  such  statement  as 
false,  undemocratic  and  un-American  and  call 
upon  the  Great  and  General  Court " 

Coun.  COOK— No. 

Chairman  FISH — Continue  reading  the  resolu- 
tion.    You  may  make  corrections  at  the  end. 

The  CLERK  (continuing  reading) — "to  take 
such  appropriate  action  as  will  show  to  the  nation 
that  these  statements  are  contrary  to  the  beliefs 
and  principles  of  those  holding  public  office 
in  the  Commonwealth  of   Massachusetts." 

Coun.   MUCHNICK— Mr.    Chairman. 

Chairman  FISH — For  what  purpose  does  the 
gentleman  rise? 

Coun.  MUCHNICK— In  the  committee  that 
last  part  that  was  read  by  the  clerk  was  deleted. 
It  should  stop  after  the  word  "un-American." 
That  was  by  unanimous  vote  of  those  present 
at  the  committee  meeting. 

Coun.  LANE— That  is  right. 

Chairman  FISH — The  clerk  will  now  call  the 
roll  on  the  passage  of  the  resolve. 

Coun.  KINSELLA — A  point  of  order. 

Chairman  FISH — State  the  point  of  order. 

Coun.  KINSELLA — On  a  roll  call  vote  there 
were  not  two  other  members  who  rose  to  support 
the  councilor. 

Chairman  FISH — The  point  of  order  is  well 
taken. 

Coun.  SULLIVAN — I  am  standing. 

Chairman  FISH — The  Chair  will  admit  it  may 
have  been  in  error  and  overlooked  it.  It  is  a 
new  ruling  which  requires  this.  The  clerk  will 
now  call  the  roll  on  the  passage  of  the  resolve. 

Coun.  RUSSO — A  point  of  order. 

Chairman  FISH — State  your  point  of  order. 

Coun.  RUSSO — The  way  I  understand  it,  once 
the  roll  call  has  been  taken  and  a  motion  to  re- 
consider has  been  made  and  accepted,  a  motion 
can  be  made  and  accepted  for  reconsideration  on 
the  motion.  When  the  motion  comes  before  us 
again  for  vote,  you  have  to  have  the  other  two 
members  to  sustain  you  on  a  reconsideration? 

Chairman  FISH — This  is  asking  for  a  roll  call 
and  not  reconsideration. 

Coun.  RUSSO — Do  I  understand  Councilor 
Sullivan's  motion  correctly  —  that  he  stated  that 
he  made  a  motion  to  reconsider? 

Chairman  FISH — Councilor,  the  motion  was 
passed  on  a  voice  vote.  Councilor  Sullivan  asked 
for  a  roll  call.  That  is  why  he  has  to  have  the  two 
assist  him.     The  clerk  will  call  the  roll. 

The  roll  was  called,  and  the  resolve  was  passed, 
yeas  19,  nays  0: 

Yeas — Coun.  Bayley,  Bryan,  Cantwell,  Carey, 
Coffey,  Cook,  Chase,  Fish,  Hannon,  Keenan, 
Kelly,  Kinsella,  Lane,  McCormack,  Moriarty, 
Muchnick,  Russo,  Scannell,  Sullivan — 19. 

Nays — 0.  ■ 


REPORT     OF     COMMITTEE     ON     PUBLIC 
SAFETY. 

Coun.  KINSELLA,  for  the  Committee  on  Public 
Safety,  submitted  the  following: 

Report  on  order  (referred  March  11)  that 
Traffic  Commission  be  requested  to  install  traffic 
signals  at  intersection  of  Huntington  avenue  and 
West  Newton  street  —  that  ought  to  pass. 

Report  accepted ;   said  same  order  passed. 


ENDORSEMENT  OF  STATE-CONTROLLED 
LOTTERY. 

Coun.  KELLY  offered  the  following: 
Resolved,  That  the  Boston  City  Council  in 
meeting  assembled  favors  the  enactment  by  the 
Massachusetts  Legislature  of  House  Bill  122,  pro- 
viding for  a  state-controlled  lottery  to  raise  funds 
to  pav  a  $1,000  bonus  to  veterans  of  World  War  II, 
now  before  the  Legislative  Committee  on  Military 
Affairs  and  Public  Safety. 

Referred  to  Committee  on  Rules. 


REPORT   OF   COMMITTEE   ON 
APPROPRIATIONS. 

Coun.  McCORMACK,  for  the  Committee  on 
Appropriations,  submitted  the  following  report: 

On  the  appropriation  and  tax  order  submitted 
by  the  Mayor  on  February  4,  1946,  the  supplemen- 
tary appropriation  and  tax  order  submitted  by  the 
Mayor  February  25,  1946,  and  the  recommenda- 
tions of  the  Mayor  March  11,  1946,  to  increase  the 
appropriations  in  the  Soldiers'  Relief  Department, 
Public  Ways,  Construction  of,  Sewerage  Works, 
and  Departmental  Equipment,  the  Committee  on 
Appropriations  submits  a  report  recommending 
passage  of  the  accompanying  appropriation  and 
tax  order. 

The  said  order  includes  the  increased  appropria- 
tions as  recommended  by  the  Mayor  on  March  11, 
1946,  and  the  appropriations  as  submitted  by  the 
Mayor  February  4  and  February  25,  1946,  with 
the  exception  of  the  following  reductions  in  said 
appropriations,  as  recommended  by  the  Committee: 

City  of  Boston. 

Assessing  Department $3,300 

Building  Department 20,000 

City  Planning  Board ' 2,800 

Municipal  Employment  Bureau -  .  25,000 

Park  Department 90,000 

Public  Works  Department,   Sewer  Divi- 
sion   105,000 

Police  Department 40,000 

Snow  Removal 100,000 

$386,100 
County  of  Suffolk. 

Registry  of  Deeds $3,300 

Total,  City  of  Boston 386,100 

Total,  County  of  Suffolk 3,300 

Grand  total $389,400 


For  the  Committee: 

Thomas  L.  McCormack, 

Chairman. 

Chairman  KELLY — The  question  first  comes  on 
the  acceptance  of  the  report  of  the  committee. 

The  report  was  accepted. 

Chairman  KELLY — The  question  comes  on 
the  adoption  of  the  budget  as  reported  by  the 
committee. 

Coun.  SULLIVAN — I  move  it  be  referred  to  the 
Executive  Committee. 

The  motion  to  refer  to  the  Executive  Committee 
was  declared  not  carried. 

Coun.  SCANNELL— I  doubt  the  vote. 

Chairman  KELLY — Councilor  Scannell  doubts 
the  vote.  The  Chair  will  ask  the  members  to  rise. 
All  those  in  favor  of  referring  the  budget  to  the 
Executive  Committee  please  rise. 

The  motion  to  refer  to  the  Executive  Committee 
was  lost. 

Chairman  KELLY — The  question  comes  now 
on  the  adoption  of  the  budget  as  reported  by  the 
Committee. 

Coun.  CAREY — I  would  like  some  information 
before  we  vote  on  it  regarding  the  various  cuts. 
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I  am  wondering  if  the  chairman  would  lei  us  know 
why  the  cuts  were  made. 

Coun.  McCORM  \('K    -In  ihis  assessment 

Coun.  SI  U  l\  W     Mi.  President. 

Chairman  KELLY  For  what  purpose  does  the 
gentleman  rise? 

Coun.  SULLIVAN  I  would  like  tin-  City 
Messenger  to  furnish  us  paper  bo  we  can  make 
notes  on  i  ho  figures. 

Chairman  KELLY-  The  City  Messenger  will 
furnish  each  councilor  with  some  paper. 

Coun.  CHASE— A  point,  of  inquiry.  Last  work 
the  City  Council  passed  an  order  requesting  his 
ll.-nor  the  .Mayor  to  have  the  Budget  Commis- 
sioner give  each  councilor  a  break-down  on  the 
annual  budget.  Maj  1  be  excused,  sir,  for  asking 
if  we  have  thai   information? 

Chairman  KELLY — Will  you  please  state  your 
remarks  over? 

Coun.  CHASE — Last  week  the  Council  passed 
an  order  requesting  the  Mayor  to  arrange  for  the 
Budget  Commissioner  to  submit  to  the  twenty-two 
members  of  the  Council  a  broken-down,  itemized 
budget.  I  do  not  see  any  itemized  budget  before 
me.  1  trust,  sir,  his  Honor  the  Mayor  has  carried 
out  the  request  of  the  Council? 

Chairman  KELLY — I  understand  the  request 
was  sent  to  his  Honor  the  Mayor. 

Coun.  CHASE — Mr.  President,  may  I  ask  you, 
sir.  whether  or  not  that  material  is  available  for 
the  Council? 

Chairman  KELLY' — The  Chair  is  not  aware 
of  it. 

Coun.  CHASE — May  I  request  you,  sir,  to 
delegate  a  special  messenger  to  the  Mayor's  office 
with  the  request  that,  the  Council  awaits  the 
Mayor's  answer  for  an  itemized  budget  for  the 
non-members  of  the  Appropriations  Committee? 

Chairman  KELLY — I  will,  councilor.  I  will 
designate  you  as  a  committee  of  one  to  go  down 
and  wait  upon  his  Honor  the  Mayor.  I  will 
declare  a  recess  of  ten  minutes.  I  will  ask  Coun- 
cilor Chase  to  go  and  wait  on  his  Honor  the 
Mayor. 

Coun.  CHASE — Mr.  President,  this  is  not  a 
matter 

Chairman  KELLY — I  am  serious.  I  designate 
you  as  a  committee  of  one. 

Coun.  CHASE — I  suggest,  sir,  one  of  our 
employees  here  be  delegated  to  go  to  the  Mayor's 
office — the  City  Messenger. 

Coun.  McCORMACK — A  point  of  order. 

Chairman  KELLY — State  your  point  of  order. 

Coun.  McCORMACK — I  thought  I  heard  you 
declare  a  recess  and  bang  the  gavel.  Any  remarks 
now  are  out  of  order. 

President  KELLY — Correct. 

(A  short  recess  was  taken.) 

President  KELLY  in  the  chair. 

President  KELLYr — The  Council  will  be  in 
order.  Councilor  Chase  left  for' the  Mayor's  office 
five  minutes  ago.  I  recessed  for  ten  minutes.  I 
am  going  to  call  the  meeting  to  order.  It  is  now 
sixteen  minutes. 

Coun.  McCORMACK — Somebody  wanted  an 
explanation  of  the  cuts.  In  the  Assessing  Depart- 
ment we  cut  $3,300.  Three  thousand  dollars  of  it 
they  said  they  did  not  need.  The  other  $300  was 
to  pay  their  way  to  conventions.  That  is  in  the 
Assessing  Department.  The  City  Planning  Board 
we  cut  81,000.  That  was  for  expert  services. 
We  left  $1,800  in.  The  Park  Department  we  cut 
190,000.  Fifty  thousand  dollars  for  parks  and 
playgrounds  and  improvements.  Twenty  thou- 
sand for  the  A-l  item.  That  $20,000  is  going  to  be 
made  up  from  the  cemetery  trust  funds.  Twenty 
i  housand  dollars  from  the  perpetual  care  fund.  The 
$40,000  of  the  A  item  is  made  up  of  those  two 
funds.  We  Cul  the  Sewer  Division  $100,000.  We 
are  going  to  get  the  $100,000  from  the  loan  and 
transfer  of  funds.  The  Police  Department  we  cut 
$40,000.  The  Commissioner  said  he  did  not  think 
lie  would  get  the  cloth  for  the  uniforms.  The 
-now  removal  was  cut  8100,000.  The  committee 
immended  that,  the  Municipal  Employment 
Bureau  1.'-  abolished  as  of  April  1. 

Conn.  SCA  X.YELL — Mr.  President,  might  I  ask 
the  chairman  how  much  money  would  be  saved  by 
ng  I  he  Employment  Bureau? 
■McCORMACK — Twenty-five   thousand 
dollar.-. 

Coun.   SCANNELL— Thank  you. 

Coun.  HANNON — We  an  ina  peculiai  position 
in  the  Council  lei'  a  position  where  we  can  cut 
the  budget  and  cannot  increase  the  budget- 
Now  I  have  been   in   public  life   quite   a   length 


of  time.  As  long  as  I  have  been  in  it,  and  as  long 
as  I  will  be  in  it,  I  will  not  be  any  party  to  any 
cutting.  If  I  cannot  increase,  I  certainly  will 
not  be  guilty  of  cutting,  because  no  matter  where 
you  cut,  what  you  blot  out,  how  you  trim  the 
thing,  you  are  taking;  bread  and  butter  off  some- 
body's table.  As  far  as  I  am  concerned,  I  am 
against  any  and  all  cuts.  When  the  day  comes 
that.  I  can  raise  somebody's  pay,  I  will  be  happy. 
But  the  day  has  not  yet  come  when  I  am  going 
to  be  a  party  to  cutting  anybody's  pay  or  to 
lopping  off  any  departments.  I  do  not  know 
where  this  sudden  spirit  of  economy-  has  come 
from.  Certainly,  I  am  amazed  that  a  committee 
of  the  Council,  a  committee  of  us  fellows  who 
work  for  less  than  $5  a  day  are  recommending 
abolishing  a  department.  I  think  we  are  reaching 
a  new  low  when  we  go  so  far  as  that.  Generally 
in  the  Council  we  are  fighting  and  finding  fault 
with  somebody  who  recommends  the  abolition 
not  of  a  department,  but  of  a  job.  Yet  through 
some  artifice  or  some  peculiar  type  of  thinking, 
here  we  are  up  here  with  a  committee  of  this 
Body  recommending  the  abolition  of  a  depart- 
ment. I  certainly  will  not  be  any  party  to  it. 
Believe  me,  there  will  be  a  long  and  articulate 
fight  on  this  floor  before  anything  like  that  goes 
through.  It  is  bad  enough  if  you  are  going  to 
cut.  contractual  obligations.  Probably  we  could 
well  cut  an  item  like  snow  removal.  With  the 
help  of  God  we  might  not  have  any  snowstorms 
next  year.  As  far  as  cutting  anybody's  pay  is 
concerned,  you  will  never  get  it  through  if  my 
voice  can  stop  it,  and  my  voice  will  be  raised 
plenty  before  any  item  goes  through  here  abolish- 
ing any  city  department.  Why,  I  do  not  know 
what  it  is  that  has  got  into  that  committee.  I 
I  never  heard  any  committee  up  here  doing  any- 
thing like  that.  What  the  committee  should 
strive  to  do  is  get  some  backing  in  this  Council  so 
that  we  can  appoint  people  to  jobs,  so  that  ws  can 
increase  pay,  so  that  we  can  do  something  for 
them.  I  am  not  one  of  these  birds  who  believes 
that  every  city  employee  is  a  loafer.  I  work 
for  the  city.  The  city  has  just  as  many  faithful 
employees  as  any  other  corporation.  Not  every 
city  employee  is.  overpaid.  Not  every  city 
employee  is  loafing.  Yet  we  hear  in  the  Council, 
when  a  budget  is  sent  to  us,  we  are  going  to  recom- 
mend more  cuts.  I  thought  that  budget  was 
pretty  well  pruned  before  we  got  it.  When  you 
talk  to  Brother  Carven  and  Brother  Fox,  I  do  not 
think  they  are  spendthrifts.  I  do  not  think  they 
will  approve  too  much  money  for  any  department. 
I  would  like  to  know  where  this  idea  originated 
of  abolishing  the  Employment  Bureau.  I  do  not 
know  how  many  here  ever  use  the  Employment 
Bureau.  I  use  it.  I  will  tell  you  truthfully  and 
frankly  you  accomplish  more  through  the  Em- 
ployment Bureau  and  we  are  more  on  a  level 
with  people  than  we  would  be  by  giving  them  a 
card  or  walking  their  legs  off  or  asking  somebody 
else  to  take  care  of  them.  I  have  sent  people 
to  the  Employment  Bureau.  They  have  received 
good  positions.  I  know  some  of  the  employees 
down  there.  They  have  been  faithful  employees 
for  years.  Yet  we  hear  a  recommendation  to 
abolish  it.  I  do  not  think  that  day  has  come  when 
any  group  of  councilors,  any  legislative  group  or 
government  group  of  which  I  have  the  honor  to 
be  a  member,  is  going  to  sit  idly  by  and  merely 
by  a  stroke  of  the  pen  throw  men  and  women 
out  of  their  jobs.  What  are  we  coming  to? 
If  an  order  like  that  emanated  from  another 
department  and  was  sent  up  here,  the  very  mem- 
bers of  that  committee  that  are  now  recommend- 
ing we  do  something  along  the  line  of  abolishing  a 
department  would  be  the  first  to  take  the  floor 
here  and  flaunt  the^  suggestion  that  this  or  that 
department  be  eliminated.  I  will  have  no  part 
in  it.  Now,  Mr.  President,  I  make  a  motion  that  we 
defer  action  on  this  budget  and  that  before  the 
next  meeting  each  member  of  the  Council  be 
given  a  copy  of  the  report  and  be  given  a  copy  of 
the  proposed  slashes. 

President  KELLY — Councilor  Hannon  moves 
we  defer  action  for  one  week. 

Coun.  HURLEY — I  have  been  around  this 
Council  going  on  seven  years.  I  have  had  the 
pleasure  of  serving  with  the  councilor  from  Ward  13 
(Coun.  Hannon).  I  have  listened  to  him  make 
some  good  speeches  here  and  say  some  constructive 
things.  I  think  this  is  one  of  the  most  constructive 
talks  he  has  made  since  he  has  been  a  member. 
I  heartily  agree  with  every  word  that  has  been  said. 
I  know  I  will  not  ever  vote  for  a  decrease  in  salaries. 
,  I  will  never  vote  to  take  a  man's  job  away  from 
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him.  If  I  can  put  someone  to  work,  if  I  can  make 
his  working  conditions  better,  his  salary  or  his 
work  better,  I  am  all  for  that.  I  will  never  vote 
to  take  a  job  or  take  his  salary  away  from  him. 
I,  too,  am  amazed  at  the  action  of  the  Committee 
on  Appropriations,  how  they  ever  came  around  to 
that  idea  of  eliminating  anyone's  job.  If  there 
was  any  talk  of  eliminating  the  Municipal  Employ- 
ment Bureau,  we  could  have  done  it  six  or  seven 
years  ago,  when  there  were  plenty  of  people 
working  and  there  was  no  need  probably  for  the 
entire  force  working  at  the  time.  The  newspapers 
were  filled  every  day  with  concerns  looking  for  help. 
All  that  has  changed.  Now  you  read  in  the  paper 
that  the  Boston  Navy  Yard  is  going  to  lay  off 
thousands.  They  have  closed  down  at  Hingham. 
They  are  curtailing  work  in  Fore  River.  This 
plant  and  that  are  laying  off  help.  That  is  the 
time  this  department  is  needed.  There  is  no  need 
of  my  talking  further.  I  do  not  think  it  could  be 
explained  any  clearer  by  anybody  after  the  remarks 
just  delivered  by  the  councilor  from  Ward  13 
(Coun.  Hannon).  Mr.  President,  I  certainly  will 
vote  against  any  taking  away  of  that  money. 

Coun.  FISH — I  sat  in  on  every  budget  hearing 
there  was  this  year.  I  do  not  know  what  action 
you  are  going  to  take,  whether  you  are  going  to 
defer  it  or  not.  I  hope  you  will  not  defer  action. 
I  want  to  inform  the  Council  that  Councilor  Fish 
voted  against  all  the  cuts.  I  do  not  think  a  budget 
was  ever  scrutinized  as  closely  as  the  1946  budget 
which  we  are  working  on.  Bear  in  mind  I  have 
seen  budgets  here  for  eight  years.  I  am  convinced 
the  budget  could  not  be  cut,  regardless  of  snow  or 
anything  else.  For  that  reason  I  am  submitting 
this  as  an  order,  asking  that  the  budget  be  passed 
as  submitted  by  his  Honor  the  Mayor.  I  submit 
this  in  the  form  of  an  order. 

Coun.  FISH  moved  that  the  appropriation 
orders  submitted  by  the  Mayor  February  4,  1946, 
the  supplementary  appropriation  orders  as  sub- 
mitted by  the  Mayor  February  25,  1946,  and  the 
recommendations  of  the  Mayor  of  March  11,  1946, 
to  increase  various  appropriations,  be  substituted 
for  the  orders  as  reported  by  the  Committee  on 
Appropriations : 

The  substitute  orders,  as  offered  by  Coun. 
FISH,  are  as  follows: 

appropriations  and  tax  orders  fob  the 
Financial  Year  1946. 

Ordered,  That  to  meet  the  current  expenses 
payable  during  the  financial  year  beginning  with 
the  first  day  of  January,  1946,  for  performing  the 
duties  and  exercising  the  powers  devolved,,  by 
statute  or  ordinance,  or  by  vote  of  the  City  Council 
during  the  year,  upon  the  City  of  Boston,  or 
County  of  Suffolk,  or  the  departments  or  officers 
thereof,  the  respective  sums  of  money  specified  in 
the  tables  and  schedules  hereinafter  set  out  be, 
and  the  same  are,  hereby  appropriated  for  the 
several  departments  and  for  the  objects  and 
purposes  hereinafter  stated. 

Ordered,  That  the  appropriation  for  Water 
Service,  current  expenses,  and  the  payment  to  the 
State,  under  the  provisions  of  chapter  488  of  the 
Acts  of  1895,  and  acts  in  addition  or  amendment 
thereto,  and  for  the  interest  debt  requirements  or 
for  loans  issued  for  water  purposes,  be  met  by 
the  income  of  said  works  and  any  excess  over 
income  from  taxes;  that  the  appropriation  for 
Printing  Department  be  met  by  the  department 
income  and  any  excess  over  income  from  taxes; 
and  the  appropriation  for  the  City  Record  be  met  by 
the  income  of  said  publication  and  any  excess  over 
income  from  taxes;  and  the  appropriation  for 
the  Traffic  Tunnel  be  met  by  the  income  from 
tolls  and  any  excess  over  income  frorn  taxes,  in 
accordance  with  the  provisions  of  section  11, 
Chapter  297,  of  the  Acts  of  1929,  as  amended  by 
chapter  74  of  the  Acts  of  1935;  and  the  appro- 
priation for  the  Board  of  Real  Estate  Commis- 
sioners be  met  by  the  income  of  said  board,  exclu- 
sive of  proceeds  from  the  sale  of  foreclosed 
property,  and  any  excess  over  income  from  taxes; 
that  the  other  appropriations  hereinafter  specified 
be  met  out  of  the  money  remaining  in  the  treasury 
at  the  close  of  business  on  December  31,  1945, 
exclusive  of  the  money  raised  by  loan  or  needed 
to  carry  out  the  requirements  of  any  statute,  gift, 
trust  or  special  appropriation;  by  the  income  of 
the  financial  year  beginning  January  1,  1946;  by 
taxes  on  the  polls  and  estates  in  the  City  of  Boston; 
and  by  the  proceeds  of  any  duly  authorized  loans. 


Ordered,  That  all  sums  of  money  which  form  no 
part  of  the  income  of  the  city,  but  shall  be  paid 
for  services  rendered  or  work  done  by  any  depart- 
ment or  division  for  any  other  department  or 
division,  or  for  any  person  or  corporation  other 
than  the  City  of  Boston,  be  paid  into  the  general 
treasury,  and  that  all  contributions  made  to  any 
appropriation  be  expended  for  the  objects  and 
purposes  directed  by  the  several  contributors 
thereof. 

Ordered,  That  all  taxes  raised  to  meet  the 
appropriations  of  the  city,  and  all  taxes  assessed 
for  meeting  the  city's  proportion  of  the  state  tax 
for  the  year  1946,  or  for  any  other  taxes  or  assess- 
ments payable  to  the  Commonwealth,  shall  be 
payable  in  two  equal  installments,  on  July  first 
and  on  October  first,  1946;  that  interest  shall  be 
charged  on  all  taxes  remaining  unpaid  after  the 
first  day  of  November,  1946,  in  accordance  with 
the  provisions  of  chapter  59,  section  57,  of  the 
General  Laws,  as  amended,  until  paid,  except  the 
taxe,s  assessed  upon  shares  of  national  banks, 
which  shall  bear,  interest  at  the  rate  of  12  per  cent 
per  annum  from  the  first  day  of  October,  1946, 
until  paid,  and  that  all  interest  which  shall  have 
become  due  on  taxes  shall  be  added  to  and  be  part 
of  such  taxes. 

Ordered,  That  except  as  the  appropriation  for 
any  purpose  or  item  shall  be  increased  by  additional 
appropriations  or  transfers  lawfully  made,  no 
money  shall  be  expended  by  any  department  for 
any  of  the  purposes  or  items  designated  in  the 
tables  and  schedules  hereinafter  set  out  in  excess 
of  the  amount  set  down  as  appropriated  for  such 
specific  purpose  or  item. 

City  Maintenance. 

Department.  Allowances. 

Art $450  00 

Assessing 315,723  99 

Auditing 107,829  29 

Boston  Retirement  Board 39,245  36 

Boston  Traffic  Commission 190,280  18 

Budget 20,192  97 

Building 288,125  68 

Board  of  Appeal 14,655  90 

Board  of  Examiners 5,561  60 

City  Clerk 47,592  36 

City  Council 108,471  00 

City  Council  Proceedings 11,750  00 

City  Documents 18,000  00 

City  Planning  Board 28,347  50 

Collecting 133,577  98 

Election 370,327-  65 

Finance  Commission 50,000  00 

Fire 5,265,761   19 

Electrical  Inspection  Division. ..  .  96,035  01 

Health 1,007,725  23 

Hospital 4,506,300  00 

Sanatorium  Division 883,595  00 

Institutions : ' 

Control  Office 51,262  31 

Child  Welfare  Division 492,636  09 

Long  Island  Hospital 850,449  00 

Steamer  "Stephen  J.  O'Meara"..  60,115  00 

Law. 187,647  20 

Library 1,383,301  00 

Licensing  Board 65,772  00 

Mayor,  Office  Expenses 124,984  32 

Municipal  Employment  Bureau..  35,836  00 

Bureau  of  Americanization 2,000  00 

Park 1,288,388  52 

Cemetery  Division 101,323  28 

Police 7,100,739  00 

Public  Buildings 676,634  69 

Market  Division , 19,535  50 

Public  Welfare: 

Central  Office 10,533,178  47 

Temporary  Home 10,145  00 

Wayfarers'  Lodge 16,926  24 

Public  Works: 

Central  Office 38,886  78 

Bridge  Service 518,453  62 

Ferry  Service 249,058  41 

Lighting  Service 977,895  11 

Paving  Service 1,054,147  56 

Sanitary  Service 3,633,318  28 

Sewer  Service 522,418  07 

Registry 94,889  82 

Siaking  Funds 2,930  00 

Soldiers'  Relief 451,787  43 

Statistics 19,672  60 

Street  Laying-Out 136,422  0.3 

Supply 71,145  49 

Treasury 118,045  88 

Weights  and  Measures 58,788  88 
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SPECIAL  Appropriation-. 

Department.  Allov 

Bridges,  Repairs,  etc $150,000  00 

Contingent  Fund 300,000  00 

Conventions  and  Entertainment  of 

Distinguished  Guests 44,750  00 

Sidewalks.    Construction    and    Re- 
construction of 50,000  00 

Public  Celebrations 00.725  oo 

Ferry  Improvements 55,000  00 

Reconstruction  of  Streets 200,000  00 

Public  Ways,  Construction  of 149,000  00 

Reserve  Fund 125,000  00 

Sewerage  Works 149,000  00 

Snow   Removal 500,000  00 

Long   Island  Hospital,   Special   Im- 
provements and  Repairs 250,000  00 

Unsafe  Buildings,  Securing,  Remov- 
ing, etc 100,000  00 

Board  of  Recreation 15,000  00 

Boston     Veterans'     Reception    and 

Information  Centre 1,800  00 

Emergency     Compensation     Allot- 
ment    1,300,000  00 

Central    Pay   Roll   Bureau,    Estab- 
lishment of 35,000  00 

Sanatorium   Division,   Installations, 

Alterations  and  Repairs 150.000  00 

Purchase   of   Departmental   Equip- 
ment    149,000  00 

Park     and     Plavground     Improve- 
ments, etc 250,000  00 

Beacon  Street  (Chapter  90) 50,000  00 

Total  City  Maintenance $48,572,640  49 


County  Maintenance. 

Suffolk   Countv    Courthouse,   Cus- 
todian   $347,623   15 

Countv  Buildings 102,127  38 

Jail 241,992  01 

Supreme  Judicial  Court 52,685  22 

Superior  Court,  Civil  Session,  Gen- 
eral Expenses 403,828  40 

Superior      Court,      Civil      Session, 

Clerk's  Office 200,169  39 

Superior   Court,    Criminal    Session,  488,289  28 

Probate  Court 31,940  00 

Municipal   Court.   City   of   Boston,  527,961  29 

Municipal  Court,  Charlestown  Dis- 
trict    36,426  00 

East  Boston  District  Court 33,139  59 

Municipal  Court,  South  Boston  Dis- 
trict   35,809  98 

Municipal   Court,   Dorchester   Dis- 
trict    49,687  28 

Municipal     Court,     Roxbury     Dis- 
trict   128,421   82 

Municipal    Court,    West    Roxburv 

District 46,434  50 

Municipal     Court,     Brighton    Dis- 
trict   30,430  35 

Boston  Juvenile  Court 34,608  08 

District  Court  of  Chelsea 40,254  55 

Registry  of  Deeds 182,706  82 

Index  Commissioners 24,822  82 

Insanity  Cases 36,110  00 

Medical  Examiner  Service,  Northern 

Division 26,118  63 

Medical  Examiner  Service,  Southern 

Division 18,382  77 

Associate  Medical  Examiner  Service, 

Northern  Division 2,062  60 

Associate  Medical  Examiner  Service, 

Southern  Division 2,177  50 

Miscellaneous  Expenses: 

Auditing 25,572  54 

Budget 15,695  45 

Collecting 1,000  00 

Sheriff 4,625  00 

Tieasury 5,625  00 

Granite  Avenue  Bridge 2,500  00 

Penal  In-'itutions: 

Office  Expenses 45.800  46 

House  of  Correction    449,204  05 

-    -.iiier  "  Michael  J.Perkins" 73,851   00 


Special  Appropriations. 

House  of  Correction,  Special  Im- 
provement -  and  Repairs 

Emergency  Compensation  Allot- 
ment   

Contingent  Fund 


$50,000  00 

215,000  00 
5,000  00 


Department.  Allowances. 

Board  of  Apportionment $4,700  00 

Social  Law  Library 1,000  00 

House  of  Correction,  Industries.  .  .  .  12,000  00 

Total  County  Maintenance $4,055,070  90 


Revenue  Departments. 

Printing $423,015  42 

Departmental   Postage   and  Sta- 
tionery          1 15,000  00 

City  Record.  Publication  of 25,187  00 

Public  Works: 

Water  Division 1,352,573  32 

Sumner  Traffic  Tunnel 337,278  19 

Collecting: 

Water  Division 138,762  84 

Auditing: 

Water  Division 800  00 

Board    of    Real    Estate    Commis- 
sioners          200,000  00 


Total  Revenue  Departments..  .   $2,592,616  77 


Grand  Summary. 

City  Maintenance $48,572,646  49 

County  Maintenance 4,035,870  90 

Total $52,608,517  39 

Revenue  Departments 2,592,616  77 

Grand  Total $55,201,134  16 


President  KELLY — There  is  a  motion  before 
the  house  to  lay  the  present  budget  on  the  table 
for  a  week.     We  are  talking  on  that  now. 

Coun.  KINSELLA — A  point  of  information. 

President  KELLY — Councilor  Kinsella  has  the 
floor. 

Coun.  KINSELLA— Through  the  Chair  I  would 
like  to  ask  Chairman  MeCormack  what  inspired 
the  suggestion  that  the  Municipal  Employment 
Bureau  be  stricken  from  the  budget  and,  Mr. 
President,  if  any  provision  is  made  for  the 
employees  there  to  be  employed  elsewhere? 

President  KELLY — Councilor  MeCormack,  can 
you  answer  the  question?  Councilor  Fish,  can 
you  answer  the  question? 

Coun.  FISH — I  will  be  glad  to  answer  it  with 
the  chairman's  permission.  Although  I  am  not 
in  favor  of  it,  I  will  say  they  had  quite  a  discus- 
sion in  there  on  it.  Many  questions  were  asked. 
The  assurance  was  given  every  employee  of  the 
Municipal  Employment  Department  on  civil 
service  would  be  taken  care  of,  on  the  information 
I  got,  with  the  possible  exception  of  those  who 
were  hired  within  recent  years  and  then  placed 
on  a  blanket  order  under  civil  service.  Those 
loyal  employees  of  the  city  would  be  absorbed  in 
other  departments.     That  is  as  I  understand  it. 

Coun.  KINSELLA — Another  question,  did 
Councilor  Fish  learn  the  identity  of  the  person  or 
persons  who  offered  the  assurances? 

Coun.  FISH^I  may  say  I  could  not  answer 
just  who  offered  the  assurance.  In  fact,  I  do  not 
feel  free  to  disclose  certain  things  like  that.  I  feel 
they  would  be  taken  care  of,  although  I  voted 
against  the  measure  itself. 

Coun.  KINSELLA— Talking  on  the  motion,  Mr. 
President,  when  the  budget  was  first  submitted  to 
us,  we  were  given  to  understand  it  was  a  budget 
arranged  by  former  Mayor  Kerrigan,  and  that  it 
contained  an  increase  of  something  like  811,000,000 
over  the  budget  for  1945.  We  were  further  told, 
Mr.  President,  that  after  close  scrutiny  by  the 
Auditor  and  the  Budget  Commissioner  that 
$11,000,000  was  further  reduced  to  something  like 
$6,000,000.  In  other  words,  the  1946  budget  is 
now  about  $5,000,000  over  the  gross  figures  of 
1945.  The  amount  to  be  struck  out  on  the 
Municipal  Employment  Bureau  is  S25.000.  It  is 
so  small  it  is  hardly  noticeable  in  the  $5,000,000 
increase,  much  less  a  $45,000,000  to  $46,000,000 
gross  total.  It  is  nice  to  get  up  here  in  the  presence 
of  the  gallery  and  the  press — please  do  not  mis- 
understand me  and  my  statement — and  say, 
"We  are  opposed."  I  think  it  is  taken  for  granted 
we  are  all  opposed.  Our  chief  function  is  to  give 
people  work  and  employment  perhaps.  I  cannot 
understand  myself  why  a  picayune  item  of  $25,000 
which  would  bring  such  aid  and  comfort  to  people 
employed  there  now  could  have  such  a  material 
effect  on  the  financial  condition  of  the  city  that  it 
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should  become  part  of  the  economy  program  and 
be  slashed.  I  know  somebody  feels  that  it  should 
be  eliminated.  What  is  the  reason  for  feeling 
that  way?  I  do  not  know.  We  do  not  have 
those-  facts.  We  do  not  share  that  knowledge. 
It  may  well  be  that  anyone  of  us  or  all  of  us  in 
fact  might  rise  unanimously  in  support  of  the 
abolition  of  the  item  from  the  budget  if  we  had  a 
good,  sound,  sufficient  reason.  But  since  we  are 
not  taken  into  the  confidence  of  those  who  seem 
to  know  why  it  should  be  slashed,  I  think  the 
proper  thing  to  do  is  go  along  and  take  steps  to 
restore  it  to  good  standing  and  include  it  in  the 
final  passage.  Now,  with  the  permission  of  the 
Chair,  I  would  like  to  ask  the  clerk  a  question, 
if  I  may,  a  point  of  information. 

President  KELLY — Councilor  Kinsella. 

Coun.  KINSELLA— Mr.  President,  I  would 
like  to  know  in  the  event  that  the  Council  fails  to 
abolish  this  item,  does  the  Mayor  then  have  the 
arbitrary  power  and  authority  to  strike  it  out 
himself,  and  to  make  that  striking  out  effective? 

President  KELLY — I  understand  the  Mayor 
can  discontinue  the  operation  of  a  bureau  any  time 
he  sees  fit. 

Coun.   MUCHNICK— A  point  of  information. 

President  KELLY — State  your  point  of  in- 
formation. 

Coun.  MUCHNICK— If  that  were  to  be  dis- 
continued after  the  money  were  applied,  what 
would  happen  to  those  funds? 

President  KELLY — The  money  could  be  trans- 
ferred to  any  other  department  the  Mayor  saw 
fit  to  transfer  it  to. 

Coun.  KINSELLA — Because  of  the  seriousness 
of  the  matter,  I  would  like  to  repeat  the  answer  to 
my  question.  The  Mayor  can  discontinue  the 
department,  even  though  we  pass  it  in  the  final 
budget? 

President  KELLY— That  is  right. 

Coun.  CHASE— Mr.  President. . 

President  KELLY— Just  a  moment,  if  you 
please. 

Coun.  CHASE — I  am  talking  on  the  motion. 

President  KELLY — The  question  comes  on 
Councilor  Hannon's  motion. 

Coun.  CHASE — A  short  while  ago  you  delegated 
me  to  represent  the  councilors  by  a  committee  of 
one  before  his  Honor  the  Mayor  to  find  out  why 
the  Council's  order  which  was  passed  last  week 
was  not  carried  out.  Well,  sir,  I  went  downstairs 
and  met  with  his  Honor  the  Mayor.  For  about 
ten  minutes  he  had  no  idea  of  what  I  was  talking 
about.  Apprently  he  had  no  notice  that  such  an 
order  was  passed  by  the  City  Council.  He  called 
in  the  City  Auditor.  The  City  Auditor  sort  of 
agreed  with  practically  everything  his  Honor  the 
Mayor  said.  I  do  not  know  if  the  City  Auditor  is 
really  the  auditor  or  the  Mayor's  yes  man.  Then 
the  Mayor  took  the  telephone  and  called  the 
Budget  Commissioner  to  find  out  whether  or  not 
such  an  order  was  passed.  The  Budget  Commis- 
sioner said,  "Yes."  After  15  minutes'  consulta- 
tion he  ascertained  that  the  Council  did  last  week 
pass  an  order  requesting  a  broken-down  itemized 
budget  to  be  sent  to  the  Council  members.  Ap- 
parently the  Budget  Commissioner  told  his  Honor 
the  Mayor  he  did  not  have  the  necessary  papers 
or  something  like  that,  to  make  out  a  broken-down, 
itemized  budget.  After  awhile,  after  further 
conversation  with  his  Honor  the  Mayor,  I  departed 
from  him.  He  left  with  these  few  words,  "Why 
the  hell  don't  the  Council  members  who  want  the 
budget  information  consult  the  Committee  on 
Appropriations?"  I  submit  to  you  we  are  in  our 
branch  of  the  city  government  just  as  important 
to  the  municipal  government  as  the  chief  executive's 
office.  That  budget  cannot  be  adopted  unless 
we  agree  to  it,  I  say,  sir,  that  this  Honorable 
Body,  each  member  of  us,  is  entitled  to  a  little 
more  courtesy.  I  see  no  reason,  sir,  why  such  a 
reasonable  request  could  not  be  carried  out, 
especially  in  view  of  the  fact  that  we  are  faced 
with  some  $5,000,000  increase  over  last  year's 
budget  that  the  taxpayers  are  going  to  be  called 
upon  to  pay  in  the  form  of  taxes.  After  all,  we 
are  here  representing  the  taxpayers.  -  We  have  a 
right  to  get  that  necessary  information.  It  is  a 
reasonable  request.  I  feel  that  in  view  of  the  fact 
his  Honor  the  Mayor  has  gone  away  out  of  his  way 
to  get  legislative  relief  and  has  appealed  to  the 
Massachusetts  Legislature  to  give  ten  million 
dollars  as  a  loan  in  order  to  reduce  the  taxes,  I  can 
-  say,  sir,  in  my  representative  capacity,  represent- 
ing the  Fourth  Suffolk  District,  I  shall  oppose  that 
ten-million  dollar  loan  because  of  the  failure  of  the 
Mayor  to  cooperate  and  to  submit  to  our  branch 


of  the  government  a  properly  broken-down, 
itemized  budget.  I  cannot  possibly  be  expected 
to  intelligently  act  on  the  matter  before  us  today 
unless  I  have  the  necessary  figures  to  gauge  the 
matter  by.  Back  in  1939  as  chairman  of  the 
Committee  on  Appropriations,  I  made  a  similar 
request  to  his  Honor  Mayor  Tobin.  There  was 
not  any  dillydallying.  Mayor  Tobin  at  that  time 
promptly  acquiesced  to  my  request.  He  submitted 
to  me  a  broken-down,  itemized  budget  which  even 
accounted  for  rubber  bands  and  pencils  and  pens. 
He  broke  that  budget  down  within  three  days. 
Well,  now,  sir,  if  one  administration  can  do  it  upon 
the  request  of  the  Council,  surely  another  admini- 
stration can  do  it.  I  say,  sir,  that  Boston  has  a 
budget  which  is  only  a  few  million  dollars  less  than 
your  state  budget.  Just  imagine,  the  Common- 
wealth's budget  is  only  a  few  million  dollars  more 
than  the  City  of  Boston's  budget.  The  Ways  and 
Means  Committee,  sir,  operates  on  that  budget. 
They  conduct  hearings  for  the  department  heads. 
It  runs  into  months.  Day-long  hearings  are 
required.  Bear  in  mind  that  the  state  budget  is 
only  a  f  bw  million  dollars  more  than  our  municipal 
budget.  How  can  we  intelligently  act  on  this 
when  the  Committee  on  Appropriations  has  only 
given  five  days  study,  without  any  figures  to  go  by? 
I  would  like,  sir,  to  have  that  broken-down, 
itemized  information  in  view  of  the  fact  that  we 
are  faced  with  a  tremendous  increase  in  taxation 
and  in  view  of  the  fact  that  in  this  budget  there 
are  many  million  dollars  more  than  last  year. 
I  see  no  reason  why  we  cannot  have  that  informa- 
tion. I  trust,  sir,  your  Honorable  Body  will  defer 
the  matter  until  such  time  as  we  do  get  this  infor- 
mation. I  look  at  my  colleague's  budget  sheets. 
I  do  not  see  any  breakdown  or  itemized  budget 
there.  I  do  not  see  what  the  various  departments 
call  for  on  furniture  items  and  stationery  items 
and  for  various  items  necessary  in  the  functioning 
of  their  departments.  That  is  the  information 
I  want.  That  is  the  only  way  in  which  you  can 
intelligently  act  on  a  budget.  I  hope,  sir,  your 
Honorable  Body  will  defer  passage. 

President  KELLY — Are  you  talking  on  the 
motion? 

Coun.  FISH — Mr.  President,  as  I  said  earlier 

Coun.  BAYLEY — Mr.  President,  a  point  of 
parliamentary  inquiry.  Isn't  it  usual  when  one 
person  has  spoken  on  a  subject  first,  then  those 
who  have  not  spoken  will  be  given  precedence? 

President  KELLY — The  point  is  well  taken. 
If  Councilor  Fish  will  yield. 

Coun.  FISH — I  will  yield  until  the  22  members 
speak,   and  then   I  will  speak  again. 

President  KELLY — The  Chair  recognizes  Coun- 
cilor Lane.     The  point  is  well  taken. 

Coun.  LANE — Mr.  President,  in  Councilor 
Chase's  recent  description,  he  brought  out  the 
fact  and  emphasized  that  his  Honor  the  Mayor 
apparently  was  discourteous  to  him  when  he 
waited  on  him  a  few  minutes  ago.  I,  for  one,  can 
appreciate  the  problems  confronting  the  chief 
executive  of  a  city  such  as  Boston. 

i  Coun.  COFFEY — I  rise  to  a  point  of  order. 
None  of  the  councilors  who  have  spoken  recently 
have  discussed  the  motion  before  the  Body. 

President  KELLY — Discussion  on  the  motion, 
please. 

Coun.  LANE — Continuing,  I  for  one  can  appre- 
ciate the  position  the  chief  executive  is  in. 
Let  us  ask  ourselves,  Have  we  ever  in  our  official  - 
capacity,  whatever  our  official  business  connec- 
tion might  be,  have  we  ever  unintentionally  been 
discourteous  to  one  who  has  come  to  our  office  to 
seek  advice  on  one  point  or  another?  I  feel  that 
we  should  pass  this  budget  today.  Councilor  Han- 
non  moved  that  the  budget  as  presented  and 
prepared  by  the  Committee  on  Appropriations  be 
laid  over  for  one  week.  I  feel  that  we  owe  it  to 
the  chief  executive  of  this  city  and  to  the  depart- 
ments constituting  physically  the  make-up  of 
our  city  government,  to  pass  this  budget  as  origi- 
nally presented  by  his  Honor  the  Mayor,  and  to 
pass  it  forthwith. 

Coun.  BAYLEY — Mr.  President,  I  have  been 
a  member  of  the  Committee  on  Appropriations 
for  three  years.  I  am  now  serving  in  my  third 
year.  I  feel  this  committee  has  done  an  excellent 
job.  It  went  into  the  job  very  thoroughly.  -  Five 
of  the  seven  members  attended  nearly  every 
meeting  all  the  time  regularly.  The  meetings 
started  shortly  after  ten  o'clock  and  went  to  four 
and  sometimes  to  five  with  only  an  hour  out  in 
the  meantime.  It  was  about  as  thorough  and 
exhaustive  a  study  as  we  can  have  of  the  budget. 
While  we  did  not  have  a  segregated  budget,   we 
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tried  to  ask  questions  which  would  bring  out 
what  was  wrong  in  certain  items  and  break  down 
the  figures  ourselves.  \ny  member  of  the  Council 
who  wanted  information  on  thai  could  have 
attended  the  meetings  which  were  open.  Only 
one  01  two  took  advantage  of  it.  The  meetings 
won'  held  openly.  We  would  have  welcomed 
any  support,  which  we  could  have  from  other 
members  of  the  Council.  The  chairman  has 
been     thorough     and     painstaking     in     his     work. 

He  is  the  finest  chairman  by  far  that  1  have  Berved 
under.  He  did  a  fine  job.  If  you  are  going  to 
overturn  the  committee's  report,  and  they  worked 
hard  on  the  idea.  I  feel  like  the  distinguished 
councilor  from  Ward  14  (Conn.  Much-nick)  who 
wonders  if  we  should  abolish  committees.  We 
have  already  overturned  a  committee  by  protest 
earliei  this  day.  I  cannot  take  the  word  of  the 
Budget  Commissioner.  I  moved  for  25  other  cuts. 
I  go  along  with  those  which  were  recommended, 
and  I  ask  for  2.">  cuts  in  the  budget.  I  asked  for 
them  last  year  without  success.  It  would  not 
take  a  great  deal  of  time.  If  I  felt  I  could  not 
get  the  consent  of  this  Honorable  Body,  I  would 
not  do  so,  having  lost  in  the  committee.  I  feel 
the  cuts  are  reasonable  on  the  question  of  the 
budget  under  consideration.  I  did  some  ques- 
tioning of  the  heads  of  departments.  I  asked 
how  many  jobs  had  been  secured  through  the 
agency  last  year  arid  this  year.  There  was  no 
answer.     They  were  unable  to  tell  me. 

Coun.  MUCHNICK— A  point  of  order.  My 
understanding  is  that  there  is  pending  before  this 
Body  a  motion  to  table.  Such  a  motion  usually 
is  not  debatable. 

President  KELLY — There  is  a  motion  to  post- 
pone action  on  the  budget  for  one  week. 

Coun.  MUCHNICK — As  I  remember  it  being 
read  or  being  received  by  you,  it  was  a  motion  to 
table  for  one  week. 

President  KELLY — The  motion  was  to  defer 
action  for  one  week  on  the  budget.  Councilor 
Hannon  made  the  motion, 

Coun.  HANNON— Mr.  President. 

President  KELLY — For  what  purpose  does  the 
gentleman  rise? 

Coun.  HANNON — Merely  to  explain  what  the 
motion  was.  I  made  the  suggestion  we  defer 
action  for  one  week  in  order  that  we  might  be 
given  copies  of  the  committee's  report  containing 
facts  and  figures  of  the  deliberations. 

Coun.  MUCHNICK— Defer  or  on  the  table? 

Coun.  HANNON— Defer. 

President  KELLY — Councilor  Bayley  may  con- 
tinue. 

Coun.  BAYLEY— Well,  Mr.  President,  I  think 
we  were  unable,  in  our  estimation  from  the  answers 
we  received,  to  justify  the  continuance  of  the 
bureau.  Many  people  feel,  and  I  do,  too,  that 
there  are  too  many  city  departments.  We  could 
not  see  the  reason  to  saddle  $25,000  on  the  tax- 
payers of  Boston.  I  for  one  voted  in  favor  of  the 
abolition  of  the  board  as  of  April  1st.  As  to 
the  others,  many  of  them,  and  most  of  them,  in 
the  A-l  items,  are  not  cuts  in  salaries.  They  are 
being  taken  from  certain  funds.  In  the  Park 
Department.  $20,000  is  being  taken  from  Per- 
petual Care,  as  it  has  been  in  the  past,  and  $20,000 
from  the  general  Cemetery  Fund,  $20,000  in  add- 
tion  to  $00,000.  Those  arc  not  really  cuts.  I 
hope  the  members  of  the  committee  will  be  backed 
up  by  the  members  of  the  Council  for  the  fine 
job  they  have  done,  the  thorough  and  painstaking 
work.  Many  of  us  examined  the  blue  books  (con- 
taining the  stenographic  notes)  thoroughly  and 
carefully.  I  believe  the  cuts  are  justified  as  well 
as  the  others  which  I  hope  to  make. 

Coun.  COFFEY — Speaking  on  the  motion  to 
defer  for  one  week,  naturally  I  think  I  have  been 
ae  much  a  champion  of  the  laboring  man  as  any- 
body here.  As  for  the  fake  bureaus,  I  have  to 
call  them  fake  bureaus.  I,  for  one,  was  very  much 
hint.  I  was  hurt  for  selfish  and  political  reasons, 
I  admit.  I  was  hurt  because  the  Legislature  saw 
(it  to  create  a  few  bureaus  by  an  act  of  legislation 
without  permissive  legislation  by  the  City  Council. 
They  created  three  bureaus  at  that  time  without 
any  consent  whatever  from  the  City  Council, 
although  we  have  to  pass  on  their  salaries  and  we 
niployment. 

'■.mi.  MUCHNICK — A  point  of  information. 
I  do  not  believe  the  gentleman  i      peaking  on  the 

motion. 

Pri  idi  ni  KELLY  I  i  hink  he  is.  He  i  peal  - 
Log  on  the  Municipal  Employment  Bureau.     That 


seems  to  lie  the  contention  in  the  discussion  here. 
So  long  as  he  confines  his  remarks  to  the  bureaus, 
he  may  proceed. 

Coun.  COFFEY— Mr.  President,  I  am  not  only 
speaking   on   the   motion,    I   am  speaking   on   the 
same  statement,  that,  Tom  Hannon  made.     I  agree 
with  Tom  Hannon  in  everything  he  said  although 
in  spite  of  what  I  say  today,  I  am  going  to  vote 
against  the  way  I  feel  for  only  one  reason.     Far 
be  it  from  me  or  my  vote,  if  it  means  anything, 
to  take  the  food  away  from  them  and  their  loved 
ones — the  fact  is  I  was  pretty  sore  with  them  and 
the  Legislature,  both.     There  was  only  one  man 
out  of  that  group  a  year  or  two  years  ago  who  went 
up  there,   all  Tobin  favorites,   everyone  of  them. 
Somebody  Tobin  wanted  to  take  care  of  in  his  last 
days.     They    went     to     the     Legislature.     That 
Legislature   passed   without   any   consent   or   per- 
missive legislation  or  any  agreement  whatsoever 
that  the  legislation  or  acts  passed  by  them  would 
come    before    the    Boston    City    Council    for    our 
approval.     The  only  one  who  had  the   common- 
sense  and  decency  enough,  who  wanted  a  perma- 
nent  job,    was    Billy   Galvin   of    Charlestown.     I 
never  heard  any  grief  for  Billy  Galvin  in  this  Body. 
I  fought  him  more  than  anybody  in  here,  and  their 
combined  efforts.     When  Billy  Galvin  had  an  act 
passed  making  his  job  permanent,  I  was  not  speak- 
ing to  him  at  the  time.     When  he  came  here  for  a 
vote,  I  said  yes.     He  was  the  only  one  that  had 
any  decency  about  it.     He  not  only  had  the  act 
passed  by  the  Legislature,  but  he  came  down  here 
and  sought  our  permission  for  his  job  to  become 
permanent.     That  is  the  reason  I  voted  for  him. 
Personally,  I  am  the  only  one  he  asked.     He  knew 
at  the  time  we  were  not  friendly.     I  am  not  too 
friendly  yet.   I  still  voted  for  him.     He  was  the 
only  one  who  saw  fit  to  go  to  the  Legislature  and 
see  that  included  in  the  act  would  be  the  permissive 
legislation    given   by   the   Boston    City   Council. 
The  members  of  the  Employment  Bureau  did  not 
do  it.     Neither  did  the  members  of  the  Recreation 
Board  when  they  went  up  and  had  their  legisla- 
tion passed.     They  tried  to   get  it   without   per- 
missive legislation.     It  was  bad  advice  that  was 
given   to   them.     They   turned    around    and    had 
permissive    legislation.     The    Bureau    of    Ameri- 
canization did  the  same  thing.     We  know  a  lot  of 
them  have  two  or  three  jobs.     Do  not  forget  there 
are  63,000  veterans  in  the  920  Club  that  cannot 
get    employment.     Nobody    was    ready    to    get 
employment  for  them.     They  were  home.     Rather 
than  taking  a  job  at  50  cents  an  hour  as  a  laborer, 
they  collect  $20  a  week  at  9  Beacon  street.     Some 
of  them  down  there  are  holding  two  and  three  jobs. 
I  do  not  begrudge  the  fact  they  have  got  them- 
selves a  permanent  position.     I  am  only  peeved 
at  one  thing,  the  fact  they  were  up  there  and  got 
the  legislation  through.     It  was  a  rotten  and  raw 
way  they  did  it.     They  should  have  come  before 
us.     When  they  want  anything  they  come  to  us. 
When  this  board  was  up  for  abolition  a  year  or  so 
ago  we  got  several  calls  from  the  employees  there. 
We  stood  by  them  even  after  they  got  their  jobs. 
It  was  right  in  the  last  days  of  the  Tobin  adminis- 
tration when  he  put  another  dozen  there,  and  a 
dozen  in  the  Americanization  Bureau.     They  still 
had  contact  with  their  councilors  even  after  ignor- 
ing them  in  the  first  place.     They  begged  us  to 
supply  the  money  so  they  could  get  their  salaries. 
I  did  not  think  I  was  going  to  get  in  the  discussion. 
I  came  in  with  the  intention  of  sitting  down  and 
listening  to  what  would  take  place.     I  have  been 
peeved  with  the  present  administration.     I  have 
a  right  to  be  peeved,  more  right  than  any  man  in 
this  room.     You  will  agree  with  me  when  I  say 
that.     I   was   hurt   the   first   of   the   year.     I   am 
still  hurt.     I  have  not  changed  any.     I  have  to 
live.     When  I  see  some  of  the  councilors  that  get 
up  here — I  was  absent  one  day  when  one  of  them 
said  something  about  being  a  rubber  stamp.     I 
wish  I  had  been    present    that  day.     If  anybody 
has  been  a  rubber  stamp  up  here,  he  has  been  a 
rubber  stamp.     There  were  no  cuts.     He  would 
not  talk  or  vote  unless  he  calls  the  Mayor's  office 
to  find  out  how  the  Mayor  wanted  him  to  vote. 
The  councilor  who  just  got  up  and  condemned  the 
present  Mayor  did  not  care  about  this  matter  last 
year.     He  did  not  care  about  the  budget  last  year. 
Whether  it  was  blanket  or  otherwise,  throw  it  in. 
What  did  he  care?     Every  time  there  was  a  hear- 
ing he  would  walk  out.     The  only  time  he  came 
in  was  when  Mayor  Kerrigan  needed  a  vote.     The 
shoe  is  on  the  other  foot.     That  is  the  reason  I. 
do  not  want  to  fight  this  administration  if  I  can 
help  it.     I  know  Curleyism.     I  was  brought  up 
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on  it.  What  am  I  doing?  I  am  fighting  his  ene- 
mies, who  have  been  ray  enemies  for  eight  years. 
They  have  spent  money  in  my  ward  to  defeat  me. 
They  stuck  candidates  in  to  defeat  me,  a  sympa- 
thetic candidate,  a  widow  with  two  children  to 
knock  Coffey  off  by  all  means.  To  fight  Curleyism 
I  have  to  fight  that  type.  I  do  not  want  to.  If  I 
have  to,  I  will.  I  do  not  want  to  give  them  the 
satisfaction  of  sitting  back  and  laughing  at  some- 
thing I  have  been  fighting  here  for  years.  It  does 
make  me  sick  to  my  stomach  to  have  people  on  the 
floor  who  did  not  care  last  year  or  the  year  before 
what  was  in  the  budget.  I  suppose  others  will 
take  the  floor  here.  I  will  take  it  after  them. 
I  can  recall  a  budget  where  Councilors  Fish  and 
Hannon  and  Dwyer  and  myself  stayed  here  from 
nine  in  the  morning  till  seven  at  night  if  need  be. 
We  never  missed  one  meeting.  The  chairman  of 
that  committee  would  refuse  to  allow  the  coun- 
cilors, any  of  them,  to  ask  questions.  He  would 
rule  him  out  of  order  on  everything  he  wanted. 
This  year  I  am  waiting  patiently  to  see  what  he 
has  to  say.  Broken-down  figures,  why  they  would 
not  even  let  you  ask  questions.  The  committees 
were  always  picked.  We  know  that  you  have  to 
be  friendly  with  the  administration  to  get  on  an 
important  committee.  This  year  I  did  not  care. 
I  did  not  want  any.  Anybody  could  have  been 
on  the  winning  side.  Everybody  knew  that. 
Some  of  us  did  not  want  to  be  on  the  winning  side. 
As  far  as  I  am  concerned  this  year,  I  still  hold  the 
way  I  did  the  first  of  the  year.  Committees  do 
not  mean  a  thing.  If  they  are  going  to  the  Parker 
House,  I  will  go  over  and  go  in  the  room.  I  do 
not  think  anybody  will  throw  me  out.  They  will 
talk  and  I  will  listen.  I  was  not  interested  this 
year.  I  am  interested  now  in  the  fact  that  the 
shoe  is  on  the  other  foot.  It  is  hurting  somebody. 
They  want  broken-down  items.  They  want  to 
know  where  the  rubber  bands  are  coming  from, 
and  who  is  buying  them,  where  the  stamps  are 
coming  from,  and  whether  the  government  is 
giving  a  rake-off  to  anybody  who  is  buying  the 
stamps,  and  so  forth.  The  same  with  the 
envelopes.  Certain  prices  are  fixed  by  the  gov- 
ernment. You  cannot  cut  the  prices  and  get  a 
commission  by  buying.  I  am  going  to  wait 
patiently  and  hear  the  statements  made  here 
today.  We  are  going  back  a  year  or  two,  and  ask 
whether  those  people  were  asking  questions  a 
year  or  two  ago  who  are  asking  questions  today. 
They  were  not  so  much  interested  in  the  budget 
or  anything  as  long  as  their  friends  Kerrigan  and 
Tobin  got  what  they  wanted  and  to  hell  with  the 
"city. 

Coun.  KINSELLA— The  total  budget  figure 
is  $55,652,035  to  run  the  city  until  December  31. 
The  amount  of  money  allowed  in  1945  which 
was  Mayor  Tobin's  last  budget  since  it  was 
prepared  by  him  after  being  elected  Governor 
was  $47,052,806.19.  On  January  4,  1945,  at 
ten  o'clock  in  the  morning,  or  rather  at  noontime 
when  Mayor  Tobin  was  inaugurated  as  Governor, 
John  Kerrigan  became  Acting  Mayor  of  the 
City  of  Boston.  There  was  then  a  bill  filed  to 
grant  him  all  the  powers  and  privileges  of  a  duly 
elected  Mayor.  Some  time  in  February  they 
passed  it,  and  Mr.  Kerrigan  became  Mayor  of 
the  city  to  the  eternal  detriment  of  the  city,  I 
might  say.  We  had  the  budget  for  1945  sub- 
mitted to  us  on  January  2d.  We  find  that  the 
budget  was  passed  on  February  5,  1945,  after 
four  days  of  a  combination  of  debate  and  ques- 
tions and  answers.  While  it  does  not  appear 
any  place  here  in  the  minutes  of  February  5,  the 
day  on  which  we  passed  the  budget,  13  to  3,  I 
say  while  it  does  not  appear  here  any  place  that 
anybody  said,  "Let's  give  Johnnie  a  break  and 
put  it  through,"  that  was  the  opinion  expressed 
before  the  meeting.  We  wanted  to  give  the  fellow 
a  chance  to  get  into  operation  although -on  Febru- 
ary 5  he  was  not  the  legislative  Mayor  of  the 
city.  There  were  no  remarks  made  about  break- 
ing down  that  budget  into  an  itemized  list  of 
pencils,  erasers,  scrap  paper  and  elastic  bands. 
Now  I  suggest  to  the  Boston  City  Council  with 
a  duly  elected  front  door  Mayor  that  we  pass  the 
budget  with  certain  reservations  about  which  I 
spoke  originally.  Where  we  gave  Johnnie  a 
break,  let  us  give  Jimmie  a  break.  That  should 
be  just  as  acceptable  in  1946  for  Curley  as  it  was 
in  1945  for  Kerrigan.  The  principle  is  the  same. 
Is  it  good  principle  to  prolong  the  debate  and 
study  the  budget  by  wanting  to  know  what  a 
$200  expenditure  on  office  equipment  is  intended 
to  buy?  The  principle  was  as  sound  a  year 
before,  when  we  had  another  man  in  the  Mayor's 


office.  Let  us  give  Jimmie  a  break.  We  gave 
Johnnie  a  good  one.  He  nearly  broke  the  backs 
of  everyone  of  us.  I  hope  the  budget  passes, 
with  certain  reservations. 

President  KELLY — The  question  is  on  the 
motion  to  postpone  for  one  week. 

Coun.  FISH — Mr.  President,  a  point  of  order. 

President  KELLY — State  your  point  of  order. 

Coun.  FISH — Am  I  out  of  order  in  submitting 
the  order  to  pass  the  budget  as  submitted  by  the 
Mayor? 

President  KELLY — Until   this  motion  is  dis- 
posed of  or  withdrawn. 

Coun.  COFFEY — A  point  of  order.  Can  the 
councilor  from  Ward  13  (Coun  Hannon)  withdraw 
his  motion  to  lay  on  the  table  for  a  week,  and 
make  another  motion  that  this  item  of  $25,000 
to  be  cut,  be  restored? 

Coun.  HANNON — I  withdraw  the  motion. 

President  KELLY — Councilor  Hannon  with- 
draws his  motion.     Another  motion  is  in  order. 

Coun.  FISH — I  now  resubmit  the  motion  that 
the  budget  orders  be  passed  as  submitted  by  his 
Honor  ihe  Mayor. 

President  KELLY — Councilor  Fish  now  sub- 
mits a  motion  that  the  budget  orders  be  passed 
as  submitted  by  his  Honor  the  Mayor. 

Coun.  KINSELLA — A  point  of  information. 
Is  that  to  be  construed  as  a  minority  report? 

President  KELLY — The  right  motion  is  to 
substitute  this  motion  for  the  motion  submitted 
by  the  chairman  of  the  Committee  on  Appro- 
priations. 

Coun.  KINSELLA — It  is  still  a  minority  report. 
The  chairman  submitted  the  other. 

Coun.  FISH — If  I  may  answer,  Mr.  President. 

President  KELLY— Councilor  Fish. 

Coun.  FISH — I  will  submit  that  as  a  minority 
report  not  having  acceded  to  the  cuts  in  the 
budget  by  the  committee.  My  reason  for  oppos- 
ing the  cuts  is  that  of  the  $90,000  from  the  Park 
Department,  $50,000  of  that  is  to  come  out  of 
Parks  and  Playgrounds,  Improvements  of. 
Whether  or  not  every  councilor  agrees,  the  fact 
still  remains  we  spent  somewhat  like  three-quarters 
of  a  million  dollars  on  parks  and  playgrounds  and 
buildings  last  year.  I  do  not  think  any  sound 
business  house  would  spend  that  much  money 
and  then  jeopardize  it  the  following  year  by 
letting  it  go  to  rack  and  ruin.  That  is  my 
reason  for  not  wanting  the  $50,000  cut.  I  do  not 
voice  an  opinion  as  to  whether  to  use  $20,000 
additional  from  the  Cemetery  Fund  and  $20,000 
from  the  Perpetual  Care  Fund.  I  express  no 
opinion  on  that.  As  a  matter  of  fact,  it  does 
not  involve  the  out  in  any  way.  It  is  a  question 
of  whether  or  not  the  $40,000  is  from  salaries. 
One  hundred  thousand  dollars  is  to  be  taken  from 
the  A-l  personal  item,  and  that  comes  from  the 
loan,  I  assume.  After  all,  you  cannot  just  decrease ; 
salaries.  You  may  say,  "What  help  is  neces- 
sary?" The  Public  Works  Commissioner  and  the 
Sewer  Division  engineer  came  forward  here  not 
only  this  year  but  years  before,  for  four  or  five 
years,  and  have  said  the  sewers  are  in  a  deplorable 
condition.  We  have  an  opportunity  to  get 
material  this  year.  If  we  cut  this  $100,000  out 
of  the  sewer  loan,  many  of  the  inspectors  are 
being  paid  out  of  that  loan.  It  serves  as  a  reduc- 
tion in  help.  May  I  add  this  little  thought  now? 
Any  added  help  that  may  come  to  this  city  of 
Boston  this  coming  year  will  come  from  civil 
service.  At  the  head  of  the  list  on  civil  service 
are  the  World  War  veterans.  There  will  be 
nobody  hired  but  a  World  War  veteran.  Think 
that  over.  There  is  $40,000  for  police  uniforms. 
Maybe  they  will  not  be  able  to  get  the  uniforms. 
I  do  not  know.  I  think  we  are  able  to  buy  cloth- 
ing a  little  easier  now.  If  they  cannot  get  them, 
they  will  not  spend  the  money.  If  they  can  get 
them,  we  have  allowed  for  added  money  to  increase 
the  personnel  of  the  Police  Department.  What 
are  they  going  to  do,  go  around  in  their  veterans' 
uniforms?  They  have  to  have  uniforms.  I  am 
willing  to  believe  that  they  will  be  available. 
There  is  $100,000  for  snow  removal.  That  is  a 
controversial  subject  which  I  voted  against  in  the 
past.  There  is  about  $300,000  now  remaining  for 
snow  removal  until  next  January.  If  we  repeat 
next  November  and  December  what  happened 
last  year,  we  will  spend  the  $300,000  and  more. 
If  we  do  not  get  any  snow,  we  will  not  spend  any 
money.  The  other  cut  was  the  Municipal  Employ- 
ment Bureau.  I  do  not  need  to  speak  on  that. 
I  would  just  sum  it  up  by  repeating  something 
that  Councilor  Coffey  said,  "It  all  depends  on 
who    submits    the   budget."     I     think    Councilor 
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Kinsella  maj  be  a  little  off  on  the  date.  Last 
> oar  the  budget  was  through  on  January  28 
instead  of  February  ■">.     Maybe  I  am  wrong. 

Coun.  KINSELLA  -Februarys,  passed,  13  to  3. 
It  is  on  tlir  record. 

Coun.  FISH— 1  thought  it  was  the  2Stli.    May 

I    answer   one    thing    the    councilor   from    Ward    4 

(Coun.  Chase)  said?    We  have  studied  it  Eve  daj  s. 

Wa  have  boon  on  the  budget  over  three  weeks. 
\\  lion  it  romps  to  a  break-down,  I  have  sat  in  on 
budgets  now  for  eight  years.  I  have  got  the 
identical  break-down  this  year  that  I  ever  got. 
It  was  never  given  to  the  22  members  of  the 
Council,  to  my  knowledge.  It.  was  given  to  the 
committee.  I  have  got  as  much  of  a  break-down 
as  I  ever  got.  I  think  that  is  about  all  I  care  to 
say,  only  that  I  hope  that  the  budget  will  pass 
today  as  submitted  by  his  Honor  the  Mayor. 

President  KELLY — The  question  first  is  on 
the  motion  of  Councilor  Fish  to  substitute  the 
Mayor's  budget  for  the  report  of  the  committee. 

Coun.  BAYLEY — Speaking  on  the  motion, 
first  a  point  of  inquiry.  Doesn't  the  report  of 
the  majority  committee  recommending  the  budget 
with  expenditures  taken  off,  get  preference? 
Does  that  not  take  precedence? 

President  KELLY — The  report  of,  the  committee 
has  already  been  accepted. 

Coun.  BAYLEY — Doesn't  the  question  come 
on   the   passage   of  the  budget? 

President  KELLY — It  does,  but  the  motion  of 
substitution  is  always  in  order. 

Coun.  BAYLEY — Thank  you.  Speaking  on  the 
motion,  I  must  venture  to  disagree  with  the 
distinguished  councilor  who  preceded  me  on 
the  matter  of  snow  removal.  An  appropriation 
was  asked  for  $500,000,  of  which  approximately 
almost  to  the  penny,  $200,000  had  been  spent, 
leaving  $300,000  in  that  budget.  The  normal 
expenditure  over  the  course  of  many  years  for 
snow  removal,  November  and  December,  is 
approximately  $100,000.  It  was  higher  this  year. 
We  had  an  exceptional  amount  of  snowfall  in 
December.  I  understood  the  Public  Works 
Commissioner,  in  whom  I  have  confidence,  to 
say  that  the  removal  of  snow  during  the  months 
of  last  December  and  January  was  $200,000. 
So  that  the  chances  are  if  in  the  midst  of  snow 
storms  which  we  had  this  year  in  December  and 
January  we  could  only  spend  $200,000  in  those 
two  months,  the  chances  are  good  we  would 
not  spend  more  than  $200,000  next  November 
and  December,  remembering  that  few  snow- 
storms come  in  November,  $300,000  is  left.  A 
rut  to  $200,000  leaves  us  with  only  a  sufficient 
margin,  but  a  very  sure  one,  if  the  normal  course 
of  removing  snow  in  December  is  only  subtracted. 
If  it  goes  through,  we  have  $200,000  left.  I 
would  like  to  point  out  as  the  Public  Works 
Commissioner  pointed  out,  that  if  they  had  a 
terrific  storm  and  we  had  to  spend  more  money 
than  appropriated,  it  could  be  spent  on  the  ground 
of  such  necessity  and  would  not  have  to  come  to 
the  Council.  As  a  matter  of  extreme  emergency, 
it  can  be  spent.  In  submitting  the  Park  De- 
partment budget,  most  of  you  remember  we  had 
a  request  of  81,000,000  for  Parks  and  Playgrounds 
last  year.  According  to  the  records,  $679,000 
of  that  was  spent  last  year,  leaving  $321,000 
which  was  taken  away,  partly  taken  for  the 
appropriations  for  the  Board  of  Recreation  and 
$46,000  transferred  to  Item  A-l  in  June.  At 
the  close  of  the  year,  $71,000  was  taken.  The 
figure  of  $321,000  was  put  in  so  as  to  make  an 
even  balance  of  one  million  dollars.  Last  year 
and  this  year  it  was  felt  by  me  a  cut  of  $50,000 
on  that  item  would  not  work  any  hardship.  I 
voted  last  year  for  one  million  dollars,  after 
speaking  and  saying  I  would.  Was  the  one 
million  dollars  spent  wisely  and  efficiently?  I 
regret  to  say  in  some  cases  I  do  not  think  the 
money  was  put  to  the  best  use  and  spent  as 
efficiently  as  it  could  have  been.  I  believe  tak- 
ing $50,000  off  $321,000  will  be  certainly  enough 
for  the  Park  Department's  program.  We  asked 
them  to  submit  a  program  to  us  on  how  the 
$321,000  will  be  spent.  We  did  get  a  general 
statement  but  not  a  breakdown,  an  itemized 
budget  to  show  us  exactly  why  they  had  to  have 
$321,000.  I  believe  $50,000  can  be  taken  away. 
It  has  nothing  to  do  with  salaries.  In  the  A-l 
Park  Department,  there  is  an  increase  of  $100,000. 
I  was  in  favor  of  cutting  $25,000  or  $30,000 
because  50  new  employees  were  put  on  last  year 
and  they  were  to  provide  25  new  employees 
that  will  not  be  put  on  until  wc  pass  the  budget. 


I  was  not  convinoed  at  any  time  that  the  new 
employees  were  needed.  Possibly  I  was  wrong. 
I  hope  the  Council  will  go  along  with  the  com- 
mittee which  has  done  such  a  fine  job.  I  am 
one  who  voted  against  the  budget  last  year  and 
spoke  47  minutes  against  it  last  year.  I  have 
recommended  25  cuts  there.  It  is  not  that  I 
am  going  with  the  administration  or  against 
it.  The  year  before  I  also  asked  for  cuts  which 
did  go  through.  I  also  acted  on  the  passage 
of  the  budget.  If  I  think  the  money  of  the  tax- 
payers is  not  being  spent  wisely  and  efficient ly, 
I  am  going  to  try  to  cut  it  to  a  reasonable  burden. 
President  KELLY — The  first  question  is  on 
Councilor   Fish's   motion. 

Coun.  KINSELLA — A  point  of  information. 
President    KELLY — State    your    point    of    in- 
formation. 

Coun.  KINSELLA — To  keep  this  legally  clear, 
don't  we  have  to  reconsider  the  action  of  the 
committee's  report  on  the  budget  submitted  by 
the  chairman? 

President  KELLY — The  committee's  report  is 
merely  a  recommendation.  Where  there  is  a 
substitute  motion,  it  will  supersede  it. 

Coun.  KINSELLA — I  move  the  acceptance  of 
the  substitution. 

President  KELLY — That  is  not  the  question 
before  us. 

Coun.  RUSSO— Mr.  President. 
President    KELLY — Councilor    Russo,    talking 
on  Councilor  Fish's  motion. 

Coun.  RUSSO — Mr.  President,  I  did  not  intend 
to  say  anything,  but  I  cannot  help,  when  I  look 
back  at  the  years  I  have  spent  in  this  Council  and 
look  at  the  individuals  today  and  I  include  myself 
in  it,  too,  each  and  every  one  of  us,  it  is  very 
amusing,  how  we  can  be  one  way  one  time  and 
another  another  time.  Thank  God,  in  so  far  as  I 
have  been  concerned,  it  makes  no  difference  to  me 
who  the  administration  is  or  who  they  are.  I  let 
my  conscience  be  my  guide.  If  I  recall  the  motion 
made  at  the  last  hearing,  Mr.  President,  it  was  to 
have  the  budget  submitted  to  us  today  so  that  we 
can  lay  it  on  the  table  for  a  week  and  give  each 
and  every  one  of  us  an  opportunity  to  study  the 
budget.  Here  we  are  today  trying  to  rush  it  right 
through,  passing  this  budget.  I  do  not  know  who 
the  councilor  is  who  made  the  motion  on  the 
proposed  cuts  by  the  committee  on  the  budget 
and  then  withdrew  his  motion.  In  one  way  I  am 
glad  he  did.  In  another,  I  do  not  know,  myself. 
However,  Mr.  President,  in  so  far  as  the  reduction 
of  that  budget  is  concerned,  I  have  not  got  clear 
in  my  mind  how  the  committee  arrived  at  its 
result  in  cutting  that  budget,  especially  the 
Municipal  Employment.  Bureau.  I  think  it  is 
fair  to  assume  it  is  an  open  book.  In  so  far  as  the 
discussion  here  today  is  concerned,  his  Honor  the 
Mayor  is  trying  to  put  the  City  Council  on  the  spot. 
I  have  not  been  and  will  not  be  a  party  to  doing 
the  bidding  for  someone  else,  the  Mayor  or  anyone. 
I  am  wondering,  Mr.  President,  if  that  was  not  a 
nice  way  of  trying  to  put  the  Council  on  the  spot. 
Consider  some  of  the  actions  of  his  Honor  the 
Mayor  up  to  date.  May  I  bring  to  the  attention 
of  the  Council  the  abolition  of  the  constables? 
Then  what  happened?  There  was  a  right-about- 
face.  In  so  far  as  the  Veterans'  Bureau  was  con- 
cerned, there  was  another  right-about-face.  You 
and  I  have  heard  the  expression  time  and  time 
again,  "Was  he  with  me?"  If  he  was  not,  he  was 
out.  Well,  I  wonder  if  that  is  not  another  right- 
about-face. I  say  to  his  Honor  the  Mayor,  I,  as  a 
public  servant  elected  by  the  people  of  my  respec- 
tive district,  won  out  because  that  was  the  people's 
wish.  At  the  beginning  of  the  year  I  asked  only 
for  a  simple  and  honest  answer  to  all  my  requests, 
which  I  believe  each  one  of  us  is  entitled  to.  On 
anything  that  concerns  our  district,  we  ought  to 
be  informed  before  any  action  takes  place.  That 
is  another  right-about-face.  I  say  and  I  have 
said  it  time  and  time  again,  are  we  a  body  of  men 
governing  the  City  of  Boston,  or  are  we  just  men 
who  will  only  exercise  power  when  we  feel  that  the 
shoe  is  on  the  other  foot,  and  then  we  cry  out? 
Where  is  our  power?  Our  power  is  just  as  much 
as  we  make  it.  In  six  years,  going  on  seven  years, 
in  the  City  Council  I  have  seen  many  right-about- 
faces.  I  speak  from  the  bottom  of  my  heart, 
Mr.  President,  and  that  is  the  reason  why  I  am 
taking  this  opportunity  today  to  say  that  I  do  not 
know  and  I  do  not  feel  anyone  is  properly  informed 
in  so  far  as  this  budget  is  concerned.  I  do  not 
subscribe  to  the  view  that  no  cutting  should  be 
done  from  the  budget.  Neither  do  I  subscribe  to 
the  view  that  any  city  employee  should  be  given 
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the  air  without  a  hearing.  I  say  to  his  Honor  the 
Mayor  if  he  feels  a  department  like  the  Municipal 
Employment  Bureau  should  be  abolished,  then 
why  doesn't  he  say  so?  I  feel  that  the  Body  of 
the  City  Council  would  give  it  proper  action.  I 
say  to  the  Mayor  if  there  is  anyone  in  the  city 
employ  who  is  not  doing  his  work,  then  let  him 
bring  it  up.  But  I  do  not  subscribe  to  the  view 
that  I  have  to  be  a  "yes"  man.  I  never  was  and 
never  will  be.  I  will  try  to  give  the  best  that  is  in 
me.  I  hope  that  when  my  decision  comes,  I  make 
it  in  an  honest  way  in  order  that  I  may  feel  that 
I  am  satisfied  in  so  far  as  my  decision  is  concerned. 
So  I  say,  Mr.  President,  we  ought  to  give  some 
respect  to  the  committee  which  has  studied  this 
budget.  We  also  should  give  some  respect  to 
ourselves  to  carry  out  our  intent.  A  motion  was 
made  last  week,  I  believe  it  was  by  the  councilor 
from  Ward  9  (Coun.  Sullivan),  to  bring  in  the 
budget  this  week  so  that  we  might  be  able  to 
leave  it  on  the  table  so  that  it  would  give  us  a  full 
week  for  each  one  of  us  to  scrutinize  the  budget 
and  then  make  our  report  and  bring  it  in.  Is  this 
giving  us  the  opportunity  to  which  we  are  entitled, 
Mr.  President?  I  ask  you,  let  us  be  fair  with 
ourselves  and  fair  with  the  administration.  Let 
us  do  things  above  board.  I  do  not  see  any  reason 
why  this  budget  should  be  rushed  today.  Was  it 
not  the  intent  of  this  Council  last  week  on  the 
motion  I  have  just  stated  that  was  made  last  week, 
was  it  the  intent  of  the  Council  to  bring  it  in  this 
week  and  then  lay  it  on  the  table  so  that  each  one 
of  us  should  have  an  opportunity  to  have  more 
information  or  get  some  information,  those  of  us 
who  did  not  receive  the,  information  they  are 
entitled  to?  For  those  reasons,  therefore,  I  move 
at  this  time,  Mr.  President,  that  we  table  th„ 
report  of  the  Budget  Committee  for  one  week 
I  feel  that  we  should  table  it.  Rather,  may  I. 
make  this  motion,  to  table  the  full  budget  as 
presented  to  us  for  one  week? 

President  KELLY — The  motion  is  out  of  order. 

Coun.  RUSSO — Mr.  President,  may  I  ask  you 
a  point  of  information? 

President  KELLY — State  your  point  of  infor- 
mation. 

Coun.  RUSSO — Will  you  state  why  I  am  out  of 
order? 

President  KELLY — There  is  a  motion  of  Coun- 
cilor Fish  before  the  Body  to  substitute  the 
Mayor's  budget  for  the  report  of  the  Appropria- 
tions Committee.  After  that  motion  is  disposed 
of,  then  any  other  motion  is  in  order. 

Coun.  RUSSO — Does  not  the  motion  to  table 
the  budget  precede  any  other  motion? 

President  KELLY — The  motion  to  table  is  in 
order,  but  a  motion  to  table  for  one  week  is  not 
in  order. 

Coun.  RUSSO — I  move,  then,  that  we  table. 

President  KELLY— What? 

Coun.  RUSSO— That  we  table  the  budget  as 
reported  by  the  committee. 

President  KELLY — That  is  in  order,  councilor. 
Councilor  Russo  moves  that  we  table  the  report. 

Coun.  FISH — Mr.  President,  a  point  of  order. 

President  KELLY — State  your  point  of  order. 

Coun.  FISH — Do  I  understand  the  motion  is  to 
table  the  order  submitted  by  me? 

President  KELLY — No.  It  would  be  the  report 
of  the  budget  as  reported  by  the  committee. 

Coun.  FISH — Then  what  happens  to  my  order, 
as  a  point  of  information? 

President  KELLY — Your  motion  is  lost  if  this 
motion  on  the  table  passes.  There  is  no  debate 
on  this  motion.  The  question  is  on  tabling  the 
budget  as  reported  by  the  Appropriations  Com- 
mittee.    There  is  no  debate. 

Coun.  KINSELLA — Mr.  Chairman,  a  point  of 
order. 

President  KELLY — State  your  point  of  order. 

Coun.  KINSELLA — The  point  of  order  is  that  a 
short  while  ago  the  Chair  ruled  that  substitution 
was  always  in  order.  Now  the  Chair  has  ruled 
that  if  Councilor  Russo's  motion  to  table  prevails, 
it  kills  the  substitution  which  is  a  separate  instru- 
ment.    I  think  the  Chair  is  in  error. 

President  KELLY — When  the  Chair  made  the 
first  decision,  there  was  no  motion  to  table 
introduced. 

Coun.  KINSELLA — Another  point  of  informa- 
tion. Will  the  clerk  state  through  you,  Mr.  Presi- 
dent, that  the  substitution  is  a  different  instrument 
and  in  that  it  varies  from  the  committee's  report 
it  must  be  treated  separately? 

President  KELLY— The  Chair  will  state  that 
the  motion  to  lay  on  the  table  takes  precedence 
over  a  motion  to  substitute. 


Coun.  KINSELLA — A  point  of  information. 
We  are  discussing  a  regularly  substituted  bill  on 
appropriations.  I  claim  it  is  a  separate  instru- 
ment from  the  committee's  report  although 
dealing  with  the  same  subject.  It  should  be 
treated  separately.  That  is  my  point  of  order. 
Table  the  committee's  report  if  you  will,  and 
then  the  next  order  of  business  should  be  the 
substitution. 

'  President  KELLY— The  Chair  will  rule  that 
the  motion  to  lay  on  the  table  is  in  order  at  this 
time. 

Coun.  FISH— Mr.  President. 

President  KELLY — There  is  no  debate,  coun- 
cilor. 

Coun.  FISH — A  point  of  information.  If  this 
ruling  is  in  order  and  the  report  lies  on  the  table 
for  a  week,  what  happens  to  the  order  I  intro- 
duced,  which  we  have  been  discussing? 

President  KELLY — Your  motion  is  defeated. 
If  this  motion  is  carried,  and  the  question  is  on 
laying  on  the  table,  there  is  no  debate. 

Coun.  CHASE— Mr.  President. 

President  KELLY — There  is  no  debate. 

Coun.  CHASE — A  point  of  information. 

President  KELLY — State  your  point  of 
information. 

Coun.  CHASE — I  would  like  to  know,  Mr.  Presi- 
dent, the  reasons  for  the  various  increases  in  the 
Public  Works  Department  as  against  last  year's 
budget. 

President  KELLY— The  Chair  will  rule  that  out 
because  there  is  no  debate  on  this  motion. 

Coun.  RUSSO — A  point  of  information. 

President  KELLY — State  your  point  of  infor- 
mation. 

Coun.  RUSSO — If  the  motion  to  lay  on  the 
table  prevails,  doesn't  Councilor  Fish's  motion 
become  subject  to  re-examination  when  the  budget 
comes   before   us? 

President  KELLY — Not  at  this  meeting. 
Next  week  it  could  be. 

Coun.  RUSSO — When  the  budget  comes  before 
us? 

President  KELLY— That  is  right.  We  are  vot- 
ing on  the  question  to  lay  on  the  table  the  budget 
submitted  by  the  committee. 

Coun.   FISH — A   point  of  information. 

President  KELLY — State  your  point  of  infor- 
mation. 

Coun.  FISH — It  may  be  that  I  am  not  too  well 
versed  in  parliamentary  procedure.  I  have  a 
motion  in  here.  Somebody  puts  in  a  motion  to 
lay  on  the  table  some  other  motion  that  has  gone 
by.  Yet  if  that  is  passed  and  laid  on  the  table, 
my  motion  goes  out  the  window  according  to  the 
ruling? 

President  KELLY— That  is  right. 

Coun.  FISH — I  think  my  motion  should  still  be 
in  order.  I  am  going  to  appeal  from  the  decision 
of  the  Chair  on  the  ground  that  if  the  committee 
report  lays  on  the  table,  my  motions  should  then 
come  up  and  be  acted  upon.  I  appeal  from  the 
decision  of  the  Chair. 

President  KELLY— The  Chair  will  rule  it  is 
parliamentary  law  that  a  motion  to  lay  on  the 
table  precedes. 

Coun.  FISH — I  would  like  to  have  read  to  me 
that  particular  passage  in  the  parliamentary  law. 

President  KELLY— The  clerk  will  read  the  law. 

The  CLERK — "When  a  question  is  under 
debate,  the  following  motions  only  shall  be  enter- 
tained and  shall  have  precedence  in  the  order  in 
which  they  stand  arranged:  1,  to  adjourn.  2,  to 
lay  on  the  table.  3,  the  previous  question. 
4,  to  close  debate  at  a  specified  time.  5,  to  post- 
pone to  a  day  certain.  6,  to  commit.  7,  to 
amend.     8,  to  postpone  indefinitely." 

President  KELLY — The  motion  to  lay  on  the 
table  is  the  second  motion  in  parliamentary  law. 

Coun.  FISH — I  understand.  I  did  not  know 
the  second  motion  or  the  fourth  motion  in  parlia- 
mentary law  applied  to  a  group  of  motions.  I 
thought  it  applied  to  one.  As  a  point  of  informa- 
tion, the  report  of  the  committee  is  submitted.  I 
submitted  a  substitute.  They  are  closely  related. 
Anything  that  lays  one  on  the  table,  lays  both  of 
them  on  it? 

President  KELLY— The  Chair  will  state  this 
whole  matter  can  clear  itself  up  after  we  take  the 
vote  on  the  first  motion  to  lay  on  the  table.  If 
that  motion  is  defeated,  this  motion  is  in  order. 

Coun.  FISH — If  it  is  not  defeated. 

President  KELLY — Then  it  is  not  in  order. 
The  question  comes  on  laying  the  report  of  the 
Appropriations  Committee  on  the  budget  on  the 
table. 
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\  vote  was  taken,  and  President  KELLY  de- 
olared  thai  the  motion  was  not  oarried.  Conn. 
HI  SSO  doubted  the  vote. 

President  KELLY  Councilor  llusso  doubts 
the  voir  and  having  sufficient  support,  he  asks  for 

a  roll  call. 

The  roll  was  called,  and  the  motion  was  lost, 
3  eas  6,  nays  1 1 : 

\  cas  Coon.  Bayley,  Cantwcll,  Chase,  Keenan, 
Russo,  Sullivan  —  6. 

Nays  —  Conn.  Bryan,  Coffey,  Fish,  Hannon, 
Hurley,  Kelly,  Kinsella,  Lane,  McCormack, 
Moriarty,  Seannell  —11. 

President  KELLY — The  motion  is  lost.  The 
question  now  comes  on  Councilor  Fish's  motion 
to  substitute  the  Mayor's  budget  for  the  report 
of  the  Appropriations  Committee. 

Conn,  SULLIVAN — Can't  we  make  a  break- 
down on  some  of  the  figures  from  the  chairman  of 
the  Appropriations  Committee?  What  was 
allowed  for  1940  and  what  the  department  esti- 
mated for  1946,  and  what  the  department  expended 
for  the  years  1945,  1944,  1943,  1942?  Also,  on  the 
removal  of  garbage  and  ashes,  on  the  contractual 
end  of  it,  was  there  an  increase  and  how  much? 
It  was  brought  to  my  attention  that  the  present 
district  now  being  handled  by  the  city  is  going  to 
be  let  out  on  contracts.  I  do  not  know  whether 
the  members  of  the  committee  were  informed 
accordingly  but  I  know  in  my  district  three- 
quarters  of  it  is  going  to  be  affected  by  this.  I 
know  I  do  not  want  any  contracts  or  taking  over  the 
other  three-quarters  of  my  district,  if  the  men 
who  are  going  to  work  for  them  are  like  those  who 
are  working  for  the  present  contractors  who  have 
the  other  fourth  of  my  district.  The  people  of 
my  district,  throughout  the  upper  section  of 
Roxbury,  have  to  stand  the  vile  and  filthy  talk 
of  the  workers,  the  dirty,  filthy  language  they 
use  to  the  residents  out  there.  You  make  com- 
plaints to  the  Public  Works  Department  but  it 
does  not  mean  anything.  This  is  our  opportunity 
now  because  of  the  new  arrangement.  They  are 
going  to  be  leasing  out  and  it  is  going  to  affect 
quite  a  few  councilors,  practically  the  majority  of 
the  councilors,  at  some  time  or  other.  The  new 
and  old  councilors  have  complained  about  the 
garbage  and  ash  removal  in  their  district,  and 
especially  more  so  where  the  contractors  have  had 
those  areas.  We  have  never  had  any  complaints 
relative  to  city  employees  giving  housewives  and 
property  owners  any  abuse  or  using  vile  language. 
I  want  to  know  how  much  of  an  increase  in  the 
Sanitary  Department  there  is  on  ashes  and  garbage 
removal,  if  there  is  any. 

President  KELLY — Councilor  McCormack, 
can  you  give  us  that  information  for  Councilor 
Sullivan? 

Coun.  McCORMACK— 3100,000  increase.  We 
were  not  informed  they  were  going  to  be  turned 
over  to  the  contractors. 

Coun.  SULLIVAN— What-  is  the  amount 
allowed  for  1946? 

Coun.    McCORMACK— $1,320,000. 

Coun.  SULLIVAN — What  was  the  department's 

Coun.  McCORMACK— 31,450,000. 

Coun.  SULLIVAN — What  was  the  expenditure 
in  1945? 

Coun.  McCORMACK— 31,233,122.80. 

Coun.  SULLIVAN— 1944? 

Coun.  McCORMACK— 31,096,280. 

Coun.  SULLIVAN— 1943? 

Coun.  McCORMACK— We  did  not  have  any. 

Coun.  SULLIVAN — Is  that  under  contractual 
services? 

Coun.  McCORMACK— That  is  B-19. 

Coun.  SULLIVAN — Have  you  any  information 
relative  to  the  increase  of  $1,096,000  to  $1,320,000? 

Coun.  McCORMACK — Mr.  President,  we  were 
informed  it  was  to  increase  salaries  and  step 
rates,  and  because  they  had  this  new  law  we 
passed  on  vacations,  they  would  need  that  money. 

Coun.  SULLIVAN — This  is  contractual  services. 
I  am  referring  to  B-19. 

Coun.  McCORMACK — He  told  us  there  was  an 
increase  in  the  rates,  a  10  per  cent  increase. 

Coun.  SULLIVAN— That  10  per  cent  repre- 
sented over  $100,000. 

Coun.  McCORMACK— I  will  read  this  if  you 
want.  Councilor  Bayley  asked  the  commissioner, 
"  How  much  is  done  by  your  force  in  the  removal 
of  waste?"  He  answered,  "One-fifth  by  our 
forces,  and   four-fifths  by  contract." 

"Coun.  BAYLEY — You  haven't  the  men  to  do 
ityourself? 
"Mr.  CURLEY— No,  we  haven't. 


"Coun.  BAYLEY — Don't  you  think  if  you  had 
sufficient  men  you  could  do  a  cheaper  job  than  by 
contract? 

"Mr.  CURLEY— No,  we  couldn't  possibly. 

"Coun.  BAYLEY— At  a  less  price? 

"Mr.  CURLEY— No,  we  couldn't, 

"Coun.  BAYLEY — Haven't  they  done  so  in 
Cambridge? 

"Mr.  CURLEY — Must  we  go  into  that?" 

Coun.  SULLIVAN— That  is  not  much  of  an 
answer  there,  Mr.  President,  relative  to  the 
increase  in  1946  against  the  year  1945.  There  is 
almost  $100,000  difference,  390,000  difference. 

Coun.  FISH — Mr.  President,  a  point  of  in- 
formation. I  want  to  oiler  an  explanation  to 
Councilor  Sullivan  if  he  would  care  to  have  it. 

President  KELLY — Will  Councilor  Sullivan 
yield  for  an  explanation? 

Coun.  SULLIVAN— Yes. 

Coun.  FISH — As  I  understand,  from  a  year 
ago  last  January,  during  the  year  there  were  two 
increases  granted  to  all  the  help  who  were  em- 
ployed by  the  contractors.  This  increase  was 
ordered  by  the  union.  I  think  that  would  take 
up  practically  pretty  nearly  the  3100,000.  If  there 
is  any  more,  it  is  possible  that  the  contractors 
have  to  pay  more  for  their  help  and  for  the  main- 
tenance of  equipment,  for  oils  and  gasoline,  and 
repairs,  and  so  forth.  They  would  submit  their 
bids  accordingly.  I  understand  these  contractors 
were  brought  in  and,  believe  it  or  not,  I  do  not 
know  whether  it  is  true  or  not,  many  of  them  did 
not  care  whether  they  had  contracts.  They 
would  not  take  the  contracts  for  the  prices  they 
took  them  at  the  year  previous  for  the  work  I 
have  just  stated. 

President  KELLY — Does  that  answer  your 
question? 

Coun.  SULLIVAN — I  think  the  councilor 
ought  to  give  me  reasons  why  contractors  cannot 
bid  because  certain  contractors  have  a  monopoly 
on  the  dumps  in  the  city.  One  contract  could 
not  be  renewed  over  three  months  at  the  beginning 
of  the  year  because  of  the  fact  that  the  con- 
tractor did  not  know  whether  he  would  have  a 
dump  after  three  months. 

Coun.  FISH — If  I  may  make  myself  clear  to 
Councilor  Sullivan  and  the  rest  of  the  councilors, 
I  do  not  stand  up  in  defence  of  the  contractors. 
I  am  merely  trying  to  offer  an  explanation  of 
why  there  was  an  increase  over  1945.  I  do  not 
stand  up  and  defend  them. 

Coun.  SULLIVAN — I  thank  you  for  .  your 
information.  I  wonder  if  the  chairman  of  the 
committee  could  inform  us  on  the  Sanitary  Service, 
Document  40,  increase  in  the  Sanitary  Service, 
3460,456.53.  How  does  that  come  about?  I 
am  reading  from  Document  40.  I  assume  it  is 
the  entire  Sanitary  Department,  a  net  increase 
of  346,000. 

Coun.  FISH — On  the  entire  department? 

Coun.  SULLIVAN — I  assume  so.  It  is  the 
Sanitary  Service.  I  assume  it  would  be  the 
entire  department. 

Coun.  FISH — I  would  have  to  see  the  items. 
There  is  an  increase  in  permanent  employees, 
$1,450,000  to  31,594,000.  I  understand  one  of 
the  reasons  for  the  increase  in  personal  service  was 
the  increase  of  50  cents  per  day  given  to  many 
who  were  working  for  $5  to  $5.50.  There  are  a 
great  many  step  rates  that  go  along  in  the  de- 
partment. There  is  a  provision  made  in  here 
for  quite  a  number  of  those  in  the  service  now 
who  will  be  returning  very  soon,  we  hope.  They 
estimated  that.  They  may  have  carried  it  for 
nine  months  or  so.  That  is  an  item  they  did  not 
carry  last  year.  They  did  not  anticipate  they 
would  be  returning  from  service.  This  year 
they  have  carried  that  item.  That  may  be  small. 
No  matter  what  you  estimate,  it  will  be  more 
than  the  exact  amount.  You  cannot  tell  when 
they  will  be  back,  March  or  May.  They  have 
averaged  the  amount  they  figure  is  necessary. 
Between  the  50  cents  increase,  the  step  rates  aiid 
that  provision,  I  think  that  takes  up  the  A-l 
item.  While  on  teams  and  trucks,  there  was  an 
increase  from  $6,000  to  $15,000,  I  think  the 
explanation  of  that  is  our  own  equipment  is 
going  down  and  getting  worse.  They  have  to 
do  certain  work  for  public  health  and  safety. 
They  have  to  get  outside  aid.  There  are  other 
incidentals  as  you  go  through  the  budget. 
Naturally,  because  of  the  times,  other  things 
enter  into  it  and  bring  the  total  up.  That  is 
something  you   will  find  in   every  department  as 
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you  go  through  the  budget.  I  think  I  have  hit 
on  the  really  big  item  that  goes  to  make  up  the 
increase. 

Coun.  SULLIVAN — Will  you  inform  me,  on 
the  10  per  cent  increase,  was  that  in  effect  last 
year? 

Coun.  FISH — Ten  per  cent.  The  contractors 
have  to  pay  their  help.     Is  that  what  you  mean? 

Coun.  SULLIVAN— Yes. 

Coun.  FISH — I  am  certain  it  was  not  effective 
last  year.  I  am  quite  certain  when  I  say  they 
got  this  increase  last  year,  they  got  one  in  the 
spring  after  we  passed  the  budget,  and  another 
later  in  the  fall.  Whether  the  'Whole  thing 
amounted  to  10  per  cent  on  the  two  increases  or 
not,  I  do  not  know.     I  could  not  say. 

President  KELLY — The  Chair  wants  to  make 
an  explanation.  I  do  not  want  to  interrupt  you. 
There  is  a  cloud  in  my  mind.  I  want  to  clear  up 
something  so  we  will  get  along  and  know  what 
we  are  acting  on.  We  have  before  us  a  motion 
of  Councilor  Fish  to  substitute  the  Mayor's 
budget  for  the  report  of  the  Appropriations  Com- 
mittee. If  we  can  take  a  vote  on  that,  then  we 
will  know  what  we  are  really  acting  on.  The 
Chair  would  suggest  we  take  a  vote  on  that 
motion  and  know  where  we  are  at. 

Coun.  CHASE — Is  it  wise  to  vote  on  that 
question  before  we  ascertain  what  the  budget  is? 

President  KELLY — You  can  ask  all  the  ques- 
tions in  between  the  vote  and  Councilor  Fish's 
motion,  if  Councilor  Fish's  motion  prevails. 
Then  the  question  is  on  the  passage  of  the  budget. 
Then  you  can  ask  all  the  questions  you  desire. 
I  would  like  to  clear  it  up  so  we  will  know  where 
we  are  at.  If  Councilor  Sullivan  does  not  object, 
I  will  put  Councilor  Fish's  motion  to  the  Body. 

Coun.  SULLIVAN — Councilor  Fish's  motion  is 
to  accept  the  budget  as  presented  by  his  Honor 
the  Mayor? 

President  KELLY— That  is  right. 

Coun.  SULLIVAN — It  is  going  to  look  foolish 
on  somebody's  part  if  we  vote  for  that  and  start 
asking  for  a  cut. 

President  KELLY — Councilor  Fish's  motion  is 
to  substitute  the  Mayor's  budget  for  the  report 
of  the  Appropriations  Committee.  If  that  is 
accepted,  you  have  the  budget  before  the  entire 
Body.  You  can  amend  it  or  do  anything  you  see 
fit.  Councilor  Fish's  motion  is  a  substitute  of  the 
Mayor's  budget  for  the  report  of  the  Appropriations 
Committee. 

Coun.  KINSELLA — Do  we  understand  that  you 
want  us  to  vote  by  following  the  procedure  of 
accepting  the  committee's  report  after  which  the 
Chair  will  put  the  question  on  passing  it,  where- 
upon these  questions  will  then  be  injected? 

President  KELLY — Those  questions  will  be, in 
order. 

Coun.  KINSELLA— Prior  to  the  vote? 

President  KELLY — That  is  right,  councilor. 

Coun.  FISH — As  I  understand  it,  I  thought  I 
made  a  motion  to  pass  the  budget  as  submitted  by 
the  Mayor. 

President  KELLY — The  first  motion  is  to  sub- 
stitute the  Mayor's  budget  for  the  report  of  the 
Appropriations  Committee. 

Coun.  FISH — And  then  submit  the  Mayor's 
budget? 

President  KELLY— That  is  right.  The  Chair 
will  put  the  question  to  the  Body. 

Coun.  RUSSO — If  we  accept  this,  we  are 
accepting  the  minority  report? 

President  KELLY — That  is  practically  what 
you  are  doing,  councilor.  Debate  is  in  order. 
You  have  the  budget  before  you. 

Coun.  CHASE — Don't  you  think  it  would  be 
wiser  to  ascertain  the  reasons  why  we  should 
substitute  the  budget  measure  of  the  Mayor  for 
the  report  of  the  committee,  the  majority  report 
of  the  committee?  We  ought  to  have  reasons  why 
we  substitute  the  Mayor's  budget. 

President  KELLY — We  can  discuss  that  ques- 
tion right  now,  discussion  is  in  order  after  we  take 
care  of  the  motion. 

Coun.  CHASE — I  have  in  mind  various  items.  . 
Practically  every  department  has  a  large  increase 
over  1945.     I  would  like  to  know  why  there  are 
increases. 

President    KELLY — Those    questions    can    be 
^  asked   after   this   motion   is    disposed    of.     Those 
questions  will  then  be  in  order. 

Coun.  CHASE — To  pass  on  the  question  of  the 
substitution  first  is  improper.  We  may  show 
ample  reason  why  we  should  not  substitute. 

President  KELLY— It  is  up  to  the  members  to 
decide. 


Coun.  CHASE — Having  that  thought  in  mind, 
I  would  like  to  ask  a  question  of  some  member  of 
the  committee  through  you. 

Coun.  FISH — A  point  of  order.  Councilor 
Sullivan  has  the  floor. 

President  KELLY— The  Chair  will  rule  that 
Councilor  Sullivan  had  the  floor  when  I  suggested 
putting  Councilor  Fish's  motion  to  substitute. 
Now  I  ask  Councilor  Sullivan  if  he  has  any 
objection. 

Coun.  SULLIVAN — I  have  no  objection. 

President  KELLY — The  question  before  the 
Body  is  on  Councilor  Fish's  motion  to  substitute 
the  Mayor's  budget  for  the  report  of  the  Appro- 
priations Committee. 

Coun.  CHASE — Talking  on  the  motion. 

Coun.  SCANNELL — Didn't  we  just  start  to 
take  a  vote  on  the  substitution? 

President  KELLY — The  vote  was  not  com- 
pleted.    I  am  trying  to  simplify  the  matter. 

Coun.  CHASE — I  do  not  think  it  is  proper  for 
the  Council  to  substitute  the  Mayor's  budget  for 
the  report  of  the  Committee  on  Appropriations. 
I  think  in  view  of  the  fact  there  has  been  an  in- 
crease in  practically  every  department  over  that 
of  1945,  we  should  ascertain  the  reasons  for  the 
increases,  before  we  act  on  the  motion  to  sub- 
stitute. For  example,  I  note,  Mr.  President, 
that  the  Mayor's  Office  last  year  had  appropria- 
tions in  the  amount  of  $85,980.  This  year  the 
appropriation  for  the  Mayor's  Office  is  $124,984. 
In  other  words,  there  is  an  increase  of  $39,004  over 
last  year.  I  know,  Mr.  President,  the  Public 
Works  Department  has  a  tremendous  increase 
over  that  of  last  year.  Practically  every  single 
departmental  budget  has  a  large  increase.  It  is 
only  in  two  instances  that  there  are  decreases  on 
the  Mayor's  budget,  to  my  knowledge,  namely, 
the  Art  Department  has  a  decrease  of  $30,  and  the 
City  Planning  Board,  which  has  a  decrease  of  $42, 
as  against  last  year's  budget.  The  Fire  Depart- 
ment has  an  increase  of  over  half  a  million  dollars 
over  last  year's  budget.  The  Election  Depart- 
ment has  an  increase  of  $78,000  over  last  year's 
budget.  The  Building  Department  has  an  in- 
crease of  $55,000  over  last  year's  budget.  Now, 
sir,  there  are  many  large  increases  here.  I  think 
the  Council  should  be  informed  of  the  reason  for 
these  increases.  The  total  increase  is  an  amount 
of  over  $5,000,000  as  against  last  year's  budget. 
I  am  concerned  with  that  increase  of  $5,000,000. 

I  would  like  to  know  what  that  $5,000,000  is 
being  spent  for,  before  we  act  on  the  motion  to 
substitute  the  Mayor's  budget  for  the  report  of 
the  Committee  on  Appropriations. 

Coun.  COFFEY — I  am  not  going  to  repeat 
that  the  shoe  is  on  the  other  foot.  They  want  to 
know  where  things  are,  why  they  are  happening. 
None  of  these  questions  were  asked  last  year.  I 
am  going  to  do  something  I  have  never  done  in 

II  years  in  public  office.  I  am  only  going  to 
do  it  for  one  reason.  I  am  not  hurting  anybody. 
I  am  the  first  one  to  object  to  any  debate  being 
shut  off,  the  first  one  to  object  to  anyone  being 
shut  off,  on  what  they  have  to  say.  In  this  case 
we  are  not  hurting  anybody.  After  we  act  on 
this  motion,  we  can  continue  to  ask  questions 
and  continue  to  attack  the  budget  item  by  item 
if  we  see  fit.  I  am  going  to  move  the  previous 
question. 

President  KELLY — Councilor  Coffey  moves 
the  previous  question.     No  debate. 

The  motion  for  the  previous  question  was 
passed. 

President  KELLY — The  question  now  is  on 
Councilor  Fish's  motion  to  substitute  the  Mayor's 
budget  orders  for  the  orders  reported  by  the  Appro- 
priations Committee.     No  debate. 

The  motion  was  declared  carried. 

Coun.  BAYLEY— Mr.  President. 

President  KELLY — For  what  purpose  does 
the  gentleman  arise? 

Coun.  BAYLEY — I  doubt  the  vote  and  ask  for 
a  roll  call. 

President  KELLY — Wait  until  I  get  it  straight. 

Coun.  COOK— Mr.  President. 

President  KELLY — Are  you  standing  with 
Councilor  Bayley? 

Coun.  COOK — I  am,  but  also  I  want  to  clear 
something  up.     I  have  a  point  of  information. 

President  KELLY — State  your  point  of  in- 
formation. 

Coun.  COOK — Under  our  rules,  I  still  think  we 
are  allowed  a  standing  vote,  when  a  vote  is  doubted; 

President  KELLY — The  gentleman  asked  for  a 
roll  call. 
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ask    for   :i    roll    call 
Vou  can  ask  for  a 


C0UI1.    COOK       Voll    cannot 

until  you  get  a  standing  vote. 
standing  vote  Brat. 

President    KELLV       I'lu-    gentleman   prefers   a 

roll  call.      Docs   the  councilor  join  in  asking  for  a 
roll  call? 

Coun.  COOK      Yes. 

President  KKI.1A  All  right.  Call  the  roll. 
The  question  you  arc  voting  on  is  Councilor  Fish's 
motion  to  substitute  the  Mayor's  budget  orders 
for  the  report  of  the  committee. 

I'lu'  motion  to  substitute  was  carried,  yeas  12, 
nays  .">: 

Yeas — Coun.  Bryan,  Coffey,  Fish.  Harmon, 
Hurley.  Keenan,  Kelly,  Kinsella,  Lane,  McCor- 
mack,  Moriarty.  Sullivan — 12. 

Nays — Coun.  Bayley,  Cantwell,  Chase,  Cook, 
Mtichnick — 5. 

President  KELLY — Now  the  question  comes 
on  the  passage  of  the  Mayor's  budget. 

(nun.  BAYLEY — Mr.  President,  I  move 
$100,000  he  cut  out  of  the  snow  removal  item 
inasmuch  as  we  have  SHOO, 000  now  left  in  there. 
There  is  a  statement  by  the  Public  Works  Com- 
missioner that  he  does  not  require  more  than 
8200,000.  He  has  told  the  members  of  the  com- 
mittee that  in  no  way  Will  his  department  be 
endangered  if  the  cut  is  made.  The  normal 
amount  spent  in  November  and  December  is 
$100,000.  If  we  cut  this  §100,000  out,  we  still 
have  S200.000  left,  double  the  amount  normally 
necessary  in  December.  I  move  5100,000  be  cut 
from  the  snow  removal  item. 

The  question  came  on  the  motion  to  cut  $100,000 
from  the  snow  removal  item,  and  the  motion  was 
declared  lost. 

Coun.  BAYLEY — I  doubt  the  vote  and  ask 
for  a  roll  call. 

The  motion  was  lost,  yeas  7,  nays  12: 

Yeas — Coun  Bayley,  Cantwell,  Chase,  Cook, 
Muchnick,  Russo,  Sullivan — 7. 

Nays — Coun.  Bryan,  Coffey,  Fish,  Hannon, 
Hurley,  Keenan,  Kelly,  Kinsella,  Lane,  McCor- 
maek,'  Moriarty,  Scannell — 12. 

Coun.  BAYLEY — Mr.  President,  I  move  on 
the  report  of  your  Appropriations  Committee 
that  590,000  be  cut  from  the  Park  Department 
budget,  820,000  of  this  to  come  from  the  Ceme- 
tery Fund,  of  which  the  income  is  normally 
$20,000,  and  which  up  until  this  year  or  last  has 
been  used  to  decrease  A-l  item  of  employees. 
We  have  been  told  it  will  be  done  as  it  has  in  the 
past.  Twenty  thousand  dollars  will  come  from 
the  general  Cemetery  Fund. 

Coun.  KINSELLA — I  would  like  to  ask  through 
you  if  Councilor  Bavlev  will  yield  for  one  question. 

President  KELLY— Will  you  yield? 

Coun.  BAYLEY'— I  will  yield. 

Coun.  KINSELLA— I  would  like  to  ask  the 
councilor  if  he  will  not  lump  all  his  objections 
together?  It  is  obvious  a  negative  vote  will 
prevail,  and  it  will  eliminate  roll  calls.  If  I  may 
have  permission  to  explain  to  Councilor  Bayley, 
it  is  obvious  that  those  who  supported  Councilor 
Fish's  substitute  are  going  to  oppose  all  these 
cuts.  Why  keep  us  here  until  eight  o'clock  with 
a  lot  of  senseless  roll  call  votes  where  one  can 
establish   our  opinion   now? 

President  KELLY — Will  you  answer  Councilor 
Kinsella? 

Coun.  BAYLEY — I  intend  to  make  two  or 
three  separate  motions  on  what  I  consider  fairly- 
strong  proposals,  as  I  did  last  year.  If  I  feel  that 
way,  after  three  or  four  votes,  I  will  lump  my 
remaining  objections,  including  my  25  proposed 
cuts  in  a  final  vote  to  see  if  I  am  not  successful  in 
getting  the  councilors  to  regard  the  interest  of  the 
taxpayers. 

Coun.  MUCHNICK — It  is  my  intention  to 
vote  with  hirn  on  some  cuts,  and  against  him  on 
others  such  as  the  Municipal  Employment  Bureau, 
if  he  brings  that  up  for  a  cut.  Under  those 
circumstances,  from  my  point  of  view,  I  do  not 
see  how  they  can  be  lumped. 

President  KELLY — That  is  up  to  Councilor 
Bayley.      We   are   getting   along   all    right. 

Coun.  FISH — A  point  of  information.     I  do  not 
:  .   In-  objection  holds  ground  at  all.     If  he 
n      cuts  to  offer,  let  him  offer  them.      Do  not 
let  Councilor  Bayley  offer  them. 

lent  KELLY — Your  point  is  well  taken. 
Councilor  Bayley,  you  still  have  the  floor.  You 
may   continue. 

Coun.    BAYLEY — That    is    a    fine    suggestion. 
councilor    from    Ward    1  1    (Coun.    Muchnick) 
is  a  better  speaker  and  orator  than  I  am,  and  can 
"-I,  better. 


Coun.  MUCHNICK— It  is  hard  to  disagree! 
Coun.  BAYLEY — Twenty  thousand  dollars  may 
be  taken  from  the  general  Cemetery  Fund  as  if 
has  been  in  other  years.  By  transferring  $10,000 
from  two  funds,  we  thereby  will  cut  $40,000  from 
the  A-l  item  and  reduce  the  tax  rate.  The  other 
$50,000  in  accordance  with  the  committee's  sug- 
gestion come  from  the  general  Park  and  Play- 
grounds Improvements.  That  can  be  cut  from 
the  amount  allowed,  $90,000,  from  the  Park 
Department  budget. 

President  KELLY — Councilor  Bayley  moves 
$90,000  be  cut  from  the  Park  Department  budget. 
Coun.  SCANNELL — Speaking  on  the  motion, 
it  is  easy  to  sec  the  traditions  that  have  prevailed, 
to  see  a  gentleman  from  the  Back  Bay  section  of 
Boston  come  into  the  City  Council  and  ask  to 
take  $50,000  or  $90,000  away  from  the  children  of 
this  city.  It  is  easy  to  see  that  he  comes  from  the 
Back  Bay  section.  There  was  one  man  who 
often  said  they  have  a  lot  of  dogs  there,  but  they 
have  no  children.  We  are  interested  in  the 
children  of  this  city.  We  are  interested  in  the 
taxpayers  of  the  city.  We  are  interested  to  see 
that  these  children  are  taken  care  of.  I  am 
interested  to  see  that  in  some  of  my  districts  in 
South  Boston  that  the  parks  and  playgrounds  are 
kept  up.  He  talks  about  economy,  about  cutting 
the  budget.  Why  the  people  of  the  city  have 
recently  spent  one  million  dollars  on  parks  and 
playgrounds.  He  is  asking  that  a  small  sum 
of  $50,000  be  cut.  Let  us  not  be  kidding  ourselves. 
Every  man  in  this  Council  is  interested  in  the 
taxpayers  of  Boston,  interested  to  see  that  we 
build  up  the  city.  To  take  an  item  such  as 
$50,  000  off  the  parks  and  playgrounds  where  some 
day  you  might  be  able  to  buy  the  children  of  this 
city  a  few  baseballs  or  things,  I  think  is  outrageous. 
I  do  not  think  we  should  vote  for  it. 

Coun.  RUSSO — I  suppose  perhaps  in  what  I 
might  have  to  say  I  might  be  out  of  order.  I  am 
going  to  say  it,  anyway. 

President  KELLY — If  you  are  out  of  order,  I 
will  rule  you  out. 

Coun.  RUSSO — If  you  call  me  out  of  order,  I 
will  take  my  seat  quietly. 

President  KELLY — Go  ahead. 
Coun.  RUSSO — That  is  the  reason  I  have  made 
that  motion  to  lav  this  on  the  table.  That  was 
the  intent  of  the  Council  at  the  last  meeting  when 
we  voted  to  have  the  report  of  the  committee 
submitted  to  us  today,  in  order  for  us  to  take  a 
week's  time  to  go  into  it.  It  has  been  brought 
to  my  attention  that  even  the  members  of  the 
committee,  Mr.  President,  have  only  received 
just  this  afternoon  the  final  stenographic  report. 
They  have  not  had  a  chance  to  study  it.  In  such 
a  case  as  this,  to  cut  $50,000  from  the  Park  Depart- 
ment for  playground  improvements,  I  am  cer- 
tainly against  that.  I  will  not  see  a  dime  cut  off 
so  far  as  the  improvement  of  playgrounds  for  our 
children  is  concerned.  I  will  not  subscribe  to  taking 
$20,000  from  the  Perpetual  Care  in  the  Cemetery 
Department.  I  will  not  subscribe  to  the  other.  That 
is  something  you  cannot  decide  without  giving 
quite  a  bit  of  thought  to.  I  would  like  to  see  the 
report  to  find  out  the  answers  and  the  questions 
that  were  put  forth.  That  is  what  we  are  trying 
to  do.  We  think  if  we  are  voting  against  it  we 
are  voting  against  the  Mayor.  If  we  vote  for  it, 
we  are  voting  for  the  Mayor.  For  God's  sake, 
let  us  do  the  right  thing.  Give  us  a  week's  time 
in  order  to  think  it  over.  Let  us  read  the  report 
of  the  stenographer.  In  that  way  we  can  vote 
intelligently. 

Coun.  COOK — I  do  not  like  to  take  up  too 
much  time.  Everybody  wants  to  say  something. 
I  will  read  from  the  Finance  Commission's  state- 
ment, page  19: 

"The  City  Council  demonstrated  a  desire  to 
disregard  the  objective  of  the  administrative 
method  and  treat  this  function  of  appropriation 
lightly.  When  the  budget  is  presented  by  the 
executive  and  is  unsound  in  many  parts  as  it 
has  been,  it  is  the  purpose  of  the  legislative 
processes  to  correct  the  defects  within  the 
Council.  This  has  not  been  done.  The  budget 
receives  no  proper  study  by  the  City  Council, 
particularly,  as  is  well  known." 

May  I  point  out  to  the  members  of  the  Coun- 
cil, the  committee  sat  for  about  two  weeks.  They 
asked  questions  of  each  witness.  It  is  in  these 
typewritten  reports.  One  of  the  councilors  asked 
why  there  were  different  increases.  Generally 
the   different   increases    were   due    to    two   main 
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things,  one,  the  increase  of  employees  due  to 
people  coming  back  from  the  service,  and  also 
to  the  step-rate  increase.  Secondly,  it  is  due  to 
the  large  item  of  increased  expense  in  the  price 
of  labor  and  materials  from  the  contractors  and 
the  materials  not  from  contractors.  The  different 
appropriation  cuts  the  committee  recommended  in 
every  instance  except  the  Municipal  Employment 
Bureau  do  not  affect  the  cutting  of  any  employees. 
On  the  snow  removal,  the  Public  Works  Commis- 
sioner knew  about  it  and  felt  no  grievance.  He 
did  not  argue  strenuously  against  the  cut.  I 
would  like  to  remind  the  President  and  the  mem- 
bers of  the  Council,  during  the  executive  com- 
mittee meeting  of  the  Appropriation  Committee, 
most  of  the  time  the  Budget  Commissioner  was 
there  and  in  the  cuts  we  recommended  he  voiced 
no  very  strenuous  objection.  The  parks  and  play- 
grounds cut  was  on  a  special  appropriation  that 
we  found  was  supposed  to  be  for  what  is  known 
as  permanent  improvements,  not  repairs,  but 
permanent  improvements.  Upon  questioning,  I 
think  the  general  consensus  of  the  majority  of  the 
committee  was  that  the  Park  Department  would 
not  get  the  material  or  the  labor  for  any  perma- 
nent improvements  they  had  in  mind.  So  the 
committee  felt  that  we  should  rather  wait  until 
such  a  year  that  we  could  guarantee  that  if  they 
wanted  it,  it  could  be  put  in.  In  the  cut  we  have 
in  the  Sewer  Division  of  $100,000,  they  wanted  a 
certain  amount.  I  forget  the  increase.  It  was 
to  clean  the  sewers.  They  practically  admitted 
to  us  they  could  not  do  the  job  this  year.  If  we 
cut  them  $100,000,  it  would  not  affect  them. 
They  would  not  spend  it.  In  the  cut  in  the  Police 
Department,  $40,000,  it  was  pointed  out  that  the 
Police  Department  needed  that  for  the  purchase 
of  uniforms.  They  agreed  that  they  probably 
could  not  buy  the  uniforms  this  year.  So  if  you 
ask  the  committee  or  some  of  the  councilors  who 
have  questions  about  certain  decreases  or  in- 
creases as  submitted,  you  will  find  out  that  we 
went  through  that  thoroughly  and  the  committee 
in  its  wisdom  thought  that  so  far  as  the  tax  rate 
for  this  year  is  concerned,  we  could  take  a  chance 
and  cut  out  certain  parts  of  the  submitted  budget 
they  would  not  spend,  anyway,  unless  we  want  to 
leave  a  kitty  in  there  to  be  transferred.  If  we 
save  only  25  cents  on  the  dollar  for  the  taxpayers, 
we  are  doing  something.  I  do  not  think  anybody 
will  be  hurt  with  the  exception  of  the  Municipal 
Employment  Bureau.  I  stand  ready  to  change 
my  vote  on  that.  I  think  you  ought  to  give  con- 
sideration to  the  committee's  study.  If  you  have 
questions,  you  had  two  weeks  to  ask  any  of  the 
committee  members.  I  still  would  not  like  to  see 
this  go  into  a  long  harangue.  I  submit  some  of  the 
cuts  are  justified.  No  argument  of  hurting  the 
children  or  discharging  employees  really  applies. 

President  KELLY — The  question  comes  on 
Councilor  Bayley's  motion  to  cut  the  Park  Depart- 
ment $90,000  from  the  budget. 

The  motion  to  cut  $90,000  from  the  appropria- 
tion for  the  Park  Department  was  declared  lost. 

Coun.  BAYLEY— I  doubt  the  vote. 

President  KELLY — You  are  moving  something? 

Coun.  BAYLEY— I  prefer  to  doubt  the  vote. 

President  KELLY — Councilor  Bayley  doubts 
the  previous  vote.  Does  any  other  member  join 
with  him? 

(As  no  other  member  joined  with  Coun.  Bayley, 
there  was  no  roll  call,  and  the  motion  was  lost.) 

Coun.  BAYLEY— I  move  that  the  Police 
Department  budget  be  cut  $40,000  on  the  ground 
that  in  the  matter  of  getting  supplies  for  uniforms, 
the  Police  Commissioner  definitely  said  he  did  not 
know  if  he  could  get  uniforms  nor  not.  That  is 
on  page  315.  He  said  they  were  working  on  it  at 
Washington  through  the  National  Police  Chiefs 
Association.  He  did  not  believe  they  could  get 
enough  material.  I  move  that  $40,000  be  cut  from 
that  dtem.     I  think  it  is  supplies. 

Coun.  FISH— On  the  other  hand,  the  Com- 
missioner stated  that  they  expected  to  put  back 
to  work  all  former  policemen  who  had  gone  in  the 
service.  At  the  present  time,  to  bring  it  up  to 
the  quota  they  deem  necessary  for  public  safety, 
there  would  be  added  veterans  put  on.  If  these 
veterans  are  going  on,  you  will  have  to  get  them 
uniforms  from  some  place.  They  have  to  have  the 
money  to  buy  them. 

The  motion  to  cut  _  $40,000  from  the  Police 
Department  appropriation  was  lost. 

Coun.  BAYLEY— I  move  that  $105,000  be  cut 
from  the  Public  Works  Department,  Sewer  Divi- 
sion, on  the  ground -that  as  the  councilor  from 
Ward  12  (Coun.  Cook)  said,  the  commissioner  said 


he  did  not  think  he  could  do  all  that  work  and  it 
was  doubtful  if  the  money  could  be  spent. 

Coun.  FISH — On  the  other  hand,  he  said  he 
might  be  able.  I  asked  him  if  we  are  going  to 
build  more  houses  for  the  G  I's,  if  we  will  have  to 
build  streets.  They  are  going  to  get  service. 
Will  anybody  dare  say  they  will  not  get  materials 
and  service  some  place? 

The  motion  to  cut  $105,000  from  the  appropria- 
tion of  the  Sewer  Division  was  declared  lost. 

Coun.  BAYLEY  doubted  the  vote,  and  as  only 
one  other  member  joined  with  him  there  was  no 
roll  call. 

Coun.  BAYLEY — I  move  the  Assessing  Depart- 
ment be  cut  $3,000.  This  is  under  the  item  of 
B-29  which  was  put  in  according  to  the  commis- 
sioner for  an  emergency  not  used  in  the  past. 
Originally  he  asked  $28,000.  Twenty-five  thou- 
sand dollars  was  transferred  to  another  A  item. 
There  was  $3,000  in  there  for  an  emergency.  He 
was  asked,  "Do  you  think  it  is  necessary?"  He 
said,  "  No,  we  asked  for  it.  I  could  go  without  it." 
I  move  that  $3,000  be  taken  from  the  B  part  of  the 
Assessing  Department. 

Coun.  COFFEY — I  rise  to  a  point  of  infor- 
mation. 

President  KELLY — State  your  point  of  informa- 
tion. 

Coun.  COFFEY — Didn't  the  gentleman  from 
Ward  5  (Coun.  Bayley)  mak*  a  promise  if  the  first 
three  motions  did  not  go  through,  he  would  intro- 
duce the  rest  of  them  in  blanket  form? 

President  KELLY — I  have  been  waiting  for  him 
to  live  up  to  the  promise. 

Coun.  BAYLEY — One  more,  and  I  will  be 
through. 

The  motion  to  cut  $3,000  from  the  Assessing 
Department  appropriation  was  lost. 

Coun.  BAYLEY — Mr.  President,  I  now  make  a 
recommendation. 

Coun.  COFFEY — It  is  out  of  order.  I  do  not 
know  what  a  recommendation  has  to  do  with  City 
Council  business.  | 

President  KELLY — The \ point  is  well  taken. 

Coun.  BAYLEY — I  will  make  a  motion  on  this 
matter.  I  moved  this  before,  but  was  unable  to 
get  support,  Mr.  President.  In  the  budget  sub- 
mitted, under  department  32,  the  Mayor's  Office 
Expenses,  the  expenditure  under  A-l  was  $68,000 
in  1944.     It  was  $76,000  in  1945. 

Coun.  COOK — A  point  of  order.  I  would  like 
to  hear  a  motion  and  not  a  speech. 

President  KELLY — Will  you  confine  your 
remarks  to  the  motion,  please? 

Coun.  BAYLEY — I  am  building  up  the  motion. 
I  move,  Mr.  President,  that  the  sum  of  $10,000 
be  cut  from  A-l  and  the  item  of  $10,000  allowed 
for  temporary  employees  also  be  cut.  It  is  a 
total  of  $20,000.  The  expenses  in  1944  were 
$68,000.  In  1945,  a  campaign  year  when  the 
then  Acting  Mayor  was  running  for  the  office 
of  Mayor,  it  was  $76,000.  We  were  asked  to 
allow  $88,000.  Mr.  President,  according  to  the 
fists  submitted  to  us  here,  in  the  Mayor's  Office 
there  is  a  quota  of  twenty-six  employees.  There 
are  twenty  in  his  regular  office,  and  six  in  the 
Licensing '  Department.  Two  years  ago  when 
the  present  Governor  Tobin  was  Mayor,  there 
were  seventeen  people  only  as  employees  in  the- 
Mayor's  Office.  There  were  three  in  the  Licensing 
Division.  At  that  time  it  consisted  of  a  chief, 
a  clerk,  a  clerk-stenographer.  Now,  we  have 
six,  a  chief,  an  assistant  chief,  a  secretary,  a 
clerk,  and  two  clerk-stenographers.  I  have 
not  been  able  to  find  any  reason  why  the  Licensing 
Division  or  the  Mayor's  Office  must  be  doubled 
nor  have  I  found  out  why  the  Mayor's  Office 
itself  should  have  twenty  employees  in  it  when 
two  years  ago  it  required  fourteen,  and  only 
fourteen  last  year.  We  have  new  positions 
created,  one  new  assistant  secretary,  one  new 
clerk,  a  new  stenographer,  one  new  clerk-stenog- 
rapher, and  two  clerk-stenographers,  a  total  of 
six  new  employees,  an  increase  of  nine  employees 
in  the  past  two  years.  Under  A-2,  when  I  asked 
City  Auditor  Fox  about  that,  why  he  had  $10,000 
for  temporary  employees,  which  had  never  before 
been  in  the  budget,  he  said  it  was  an  emergency. 
He  could  not  tell  how  many  employees  he  would 
need.  I  said,  "I  hope  you  can  get  by  with  the 
permanent  ones."  I  said,  "It  is. not  a  campaign 
year.  What  is  it  for?"  He  was  not  able  to 
give  me  a  satisfactory  answer.  Economy  begins 
at  home.  How  can  we  expect  to  budget  fairly? 
Why  is  there  a  five-million  dollar  increase?  There 
is  a  $20,000  unnecessary  increase.  Economy 
begins  at   home.     If   the  Mayor  wants  economy 


1 38 


CITY     COUNCIL. 


let  him  put  it  in  In-  own  budget.  1  move  120,000 
be  out  out  ol  tin-  Maj  o 

Coun.  KINSELLA  Talking  cm  the  motion.  1 
was  wondering  if  Councilor  Baylej  would  answer 
:i  question. 

President  KUI  I.Y  -Would  you  answer  a 
question? 

Coun.  BA'V  LEV     1  shall  In   to. 

President  lxT'l,l.\      State  your  question. 

Coun.  KINSELLA  The  question  is  this.  Some 
time  last  summer  the  then  Acting  Mayor  of  Boston 
Wanted  an  appropriation  of  15, GOO  for  additional 
clerical  help  in  lus  office.  This  is  part,  of  the 
question.  Wf  summoned  down  the  Budget 
Commissioner,  and  in  Councilor  Bayley's  presence 
he  said.  "This  being  election  year,  you  have  to 
give  the  Mayor  what  he  wants."  The  question 
now  is.  did  Councilor  Bayley  then  oppose  that 
S5.000  which  he  knew  was  being  used  as  part 
of  the  city  money  for  a  private  campaign? 

Coun.  MUCHNICK — A  point  of  information. 

President  KELLY — To  be  fair  to  Councilor 
Bayley,  will  you  p-miit  htm  to  answer  ( "  .v.in:  il.-r 
Kinseila's  question?      We  will  move  on  from  there. 

Coun.  BAYLEY — I  do  not  recall  the  precise 
occlusion. 

President   KELLY     Now.  Councilor  Muchnick. 

Conn.  MUCHNICK — A  point  of  information. 
This  would  involve  also  a  ruling  from  the  Citj 
Clerk.  A  short  time*  ago,  as  I  understand  it, 
a  motion  prevailed  substituting  the  Mayor's 
budget  for  the  report  of  the  Appropriations 
Committee.  Wasn't  that  in  effect  denying  the 
report  of  the  Appropriations  Committee  and  in 
turn  passing  the  Mayor's  budget? 

President  KELLY — Yes,  it  did  deny  the  report 
of  the  Appropriations  Committee,  but  it  did  not 
pass  the  Mayor's  budget  because  we  are  talking 
on  the  Mayor's  budget  now.  It  is  before  the 
Council. 

Coun.  MUCHNICK— That  is  the  part  I  would 
like  to  develop.  We  accepted,  instead  of  the 
report  of  the  committee  the  Mayor's  budget.  I 
do  not  happen  to  have  agreed  with  that  acceptance. 
The  majority  of  you  gentlemen  did  accept  the 
Mayor's  budget  as  the  budget,  and  it  seems  to  me 
that,  vote  passed  it. 

President  KELLY — The  majority  of  the  Body- 
accepted  the  substitution  of  the  Mayor's  budget 
in  preference  to  the  report  of  the  Appropriations 
Committee.  You  have  the  Mayor's  budget 
substituted  in  place  of  the  report  of  the  Appro- 
priations Committee,  but  the  Mayor's  budget  is 
yet  to  be  passed  upon. 

Coun.  MUCHNICK— What  effect  does  that 
have? 

President  KELLY — Now  we  are  discussing  it  on 
the  floor.  Now  we  have  brought  the  thing  to  a 
head.  These  motions  are  brought  to  one  head. 
Councilor  Bavlev,  vou  have  a  motion  to  cut  the 
Mayor's  Office  820,000. 

Coun.  RUSS0 — On  the  motion,  I  wish  to  state 
I  am  not  in  favor  of  the  motion  because  I  believe 
that  the  Mayor  has  been  in  office  only  three 
months.  I  feel  we  ought  to  give  him  enough, 
whatever  he  wants,  in  order  to  carry  out  the 
duties  of  his  office.  However,  I  wish  to  bring 
this  to  the  attention  of  the  Mayor.  I  hope  those 
he  does  employ  within  his  own  office  and  his  own 
jurisdiction  will  be  men  who  are  competent  and 
men  who  are  courteous  not  only  to  those  in  the 
City  Hall  but  to  the  public  in  general. 

Coun.  FISH — The  Mayor's  Office  over  the  past 
four  or  five  years  has  been  like  a  Sleepy  Hollow, 
you  might  say.  The  war  was  going  on.  There 
were  not  many  people  coming  in  and  making 
demands  and  requests.  They  are  busy  now  with 
the  war  over.  They  are  back  again.  The  office 
down  there  is  a  hubbub.  They  need  the  help. 
If  they  did  not,  I  would  not  vote  for  it.  They 
need  it  down  there  today. 

Coun.  LANE — In  answer  to  a  query  of  mine 
made  to  one  of  the  members  of  the  Appropriations 
Committee,  there  was  discussion  regarding  the 
additional  appropriation  being  requested  by  his 
Honor  for  both  the  Licensing  Division  and  the 
Mayor's  Office.  So  that  I  would  be  well  qualified 
to  speak  honestly  here  today,  I  conducted  an 
independent  survey  or  investigation,  and  found 
out,  from  qualified  persons  that  the  expanding 
services  resulting  from  the  service  of  those  two 
departments,  the  additional  burden  being  placed 
upon  them,  justified  the  addition.  I  feel  it.  should 
<\  foi. 

Coun.  HUItl.EY — Speaking  on  I  In:  motion,  I 
suggest  that  with  every  request  He  councilor  from 
the  Back  Bay  (Coun.  Bayley)  makes  in  regard  to 


cutting  the  budget,  if  every  member  would  offer 
no  opposition,  only  on  the  vote,  we  would  proceed 
faster. 

President  KELLY — That  is  a  very  expeditious 
suggestion. 

The  motion  to  cut  $20,000  from  the  appropria- 
tion for  Maxell's  Office  Expenses  was  declared  lost. 

Coun.  BAYLEY  asked  for  a  standing  vote,  and 
the  motion  was  lost. 

Coun.  BAYLEY — I  realize  that  further  attempts 
to  cut  the  budget  in  the  interest  of  the  taxpayers 
is  useless.  I  will  make  a  few  remarks  on  those  I 
would  cut,  and  run  over  them  briefly  and  as 
quickly  as  I  can. 

President  KELLY — Wait  a  minute.  We  want 
everything  in  order.  I  have  been  very  patient 
with  you.  You  said  you  would  make  three  or 
four  motions.  I  have  been  waiting  for  you  to  live 
up  to  vour  word.     You  have  made  seven  or  eight. 

Coun.  HURLEY— He  never  does. 

President  KELLY — Are  you  going  to  make  this 
in  the  form  of  a  motion. 

Coun.  BAYLEY — This  is  the  final  one. 

Coun.  RUSSO — A  point  of  parliamentary  pro- 
cedure. Is  there  anything  within  our  rides  that 
forbids  an  individual  councilor  from  taking  the 
floor  as  many  times  as  he  desires,  as  long  as  he  is 
within  the  subject  matter  before  us? 

President  KELLY — Wait  a  minute.  Councilor 
Bayley  said  he  would  make  three  or  four  motions, 
and  he  promised  the  members  of  the  Council  if  he 
was  defeated  in  three  or  four  motions  he  would 
not  make  any  more.  Councilor  Bayley  has  made 
seven  or  eight  motions.  He  is  making  another 
motion.  He  says  he  is  going  to  put  all  his  cuts  in 
one  motion.     I  have  been  very  fair  with  him. 

Coun.  RUSSO — I  feel  that  if  the  councilor  has 
any  more  suggestions  or  motions  to  make,  he  should 
bring  them  out  one  by  one.  Not  only  Councilor 
Bayley  but  the  other  councilors  may  have  some^ 
thing  to  talk  about  on  other  items.  I  have  not 
had  a  chance  to  look  into  the  questions  and 
answers.  Therefore,  I  have  nothing  to  suggest 
and  nothing  to  iron  out  as  far  as  the  budget  is 
concerned.  At  least  if  there  are  others  who  have 
any  knowledge,  I  would  like  to  hear  from  them. 

President  KELLY — I  have  allowed  you  to  make 
a  speech  on  your  point  of  order.  I  might  say  every 
councilor  is  allowed  to  take  the  floor  while  I  am 
president  of  the  Council.  The  man  made  a  state- 
ment he  would  make  three  or  four  recommenda- 
tions   

Coun.  BAYLEY — I  said  I  would  finish  up  with 
a  blanket  motion. 

President  KELLY — Speak  as  long  as  you  want. 

Coun.  BAYLEY — It  is  getting  late.  I  cannot 
do  a  great  deal.  On  the  Public  Works  Department 
and  others,  the  blue  book  just  arrived  today.  The 
last  blue  book  arrived  at  two  o'clock.  I  did  not 
have  time  to  read  it.  I  got  up  at  six  o'clock  to' 
make  sure  I  read  the  other  five  blue  books.  I 
think  the  cuts  are  reasonable. 

Coun.  MUCHNICK— Will  the  councilor  yield 
for  a  question? 

President  KELLY— Will  you  yield? 

Coun.  BAYLEY— Yes. 

Coun.  MUCHNICK — Would  you  have  more 
opportunity  to  examine  this,  councilor,  if  we 
adjourned  for  a  week? 

Coun.  BAYLEY — I  would  like  to  have  another 
week  in  which  to  study  the  last  remaining  blue 
book. 

Coun.  MUCHNICK — Make  it  a  motion. 

President  KELLY — Continue,  Councilor  Bayley. 

Coun.  BAYLEY — I  would  like  another  week. 
I  will  not  make  the  motion. 

President  KELLY— Go  ahead. 

Coun.  CHASE— Mr.  President. 

President  KELLY — For  what  purpose  does  the 
gentleman  rise? 

Coun.  CHASE — To  move  this  budget  be  laid 
on  the  table  for  a  week. 

President  KELLY — The  motion  is  in  order 
Councilor  Chase  moves  to  lay  it  on  the  table  for 
a  week. 

Coun.  FISH — A  point  of  information.  Councilor 
Bayley  is  in  the  middle  of  a  speech  on  reductions. 
While  he  is  in  the  middle  of  that  speech,  can  a  man 
get  up  and  move  to  lay  on  the  table? 

Coun.  BAYLEY— I  yield  the  floor. 

President  KELLY — Just  a  minute.  He  had 
not  made  a  motion  at  the  time.  Councilor  Chase's 
motion  is  in  order. 

Coun.  FISH— Is  Councilor  Bayley  through 
asking  for  reductions? 

President  KELLY — You  have  yielded  the  floor, 
Councilor? 
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Coun.  BAYLEY — With  pleasure  I  yield  to 
Councilor  Chase. 

President  KELLY — The  motion  is  to  lay  on  the 
table  for  one  week. 

Coun.  COFFEY— To  expedite  things,  I  am 
going  to  ask  for  a  roll  call. 

Coun.  BAYLEY— I  will  join  him. 

The  roll  was  called  on  the  motion  to  lay  on  the 
table  for  a  week,  and  the  motion  was  lost,  yeas  7, 
nays  13: 

Yeas — Coun.  Bayley,  Cantwell,  Carey,  Chase, 
Muchnick,  Russo,  Sullivan — 7. 

Nays — Coun.  Bryan,  Coffey,  Cook,  Fish, 
Hannon,  Hurley,  Keenan,  Kelly,  Kinsella,  Lane, 
McCormack,  Moriarty,  Scannell — 13. 

Coun.  SULLIVAN — I  would  like  to  ask  a  few 
more  questions  of  the  chairman  of  the  committee 
relative  to  snow.  What  was  requested  and  what 
was  allowed  in  1946  and  1945  and  so  on  back? 

President  KELLY — Councilor  McCormack. 

Coun.  FISH— Is  it  all  right  if  I  answer? 

Coun.  SULLIVAN— Yes. 

Coun.  FISH — Snow  removal,  allowed  in  1945, 
$1,000,000.  They  expended  $928,049.59.  In  1946 
the  present  budget  allowed  for  snow  $500,000. 

Coun.  SULLIVAN — That  was  requested, 
$500,000. 

Coun.  FISH — It  was  allowed  by  the  Mayor. 
Thev  requested  $800,000. 

Coun.  SULLIVAN— What  was  the  1945  ex- 
penditure?    $928,000? 

Coun.  FISH— That  is  right. 

Coun.  SULLIVAN— What  was  1944? 

Coun.  FISH— $219,000,  practically,  $220,000. 

Coun.  SULLIVAN — Mr.  President,  going  back  to 
what  I  stated  before  relative  to  the  garbage  and  the 
ash  collections  which  are  out  on  contract,  appar- 
ently the  money  is  in  the  budget  some  place.  That 
is  one  reason  why  I  voted  in  regard  to  the  matter 
of  waiting  for  one  week.  A  week  ago  yesterday, 
when  I  made  the  motion,  ordinarily  we  would 
adjourn  for  two  weeks.  Yesterday  was  a  holiday. 
When  I  made  my  motion  to  adjourn  until  the  19th 
which  was  today,  it  was  to  give  them  a  chance  to 
make  their  report  today  so  that  we  would  have 
until  next  Monday  to  study  it,  those  who  were  not 
members  of  the  committee. 

Coun.  COOK — I  would  like  to  know  on  what 
subject  the  councilor  is  talking.  There  is  no 
motion  before  the  Council. 

Coun.  SULLIVAN— The  budget  is  before  us. 

Coun.  COOK — There  is  no  motion  passing  or 
rejecting. 

President  KELLY — The  budget  is  before  the 
Council.     He  is  talking  on  the  budget. 

Coun.  COOK — It  is  my  understanding  we  ought 
to  have  a  motion  to  pass  it  or  a  motion  on  some 
cut.     We  have  had  something  on  snow  removal.  ' 

President  KELLY — The  question  now  is  the 
passage  of  the  budget. 

Coun.  COOK — I  have  not  heard  such  a  motion. 

President  KELLY — The  Chair  put  that  motion 
quite  awhile  ago,  if  you  did  not  hear  him.  The 
question  the  councilor  is  talking  on  is  the  passage 
of  the  budget.  . 

Coun.  SULLIVAN — That  was  the  reason  why  a 
week  ago  yesterday  I  made  a  motion  to  adjourn 
until  today.  That  is  something  we  ordinarily  do 
not  do.  We  adjourned  for  two  weeks.  I  believe 
that  was  the  understanding  that  everyone  had, 
that  we  could  get  the  report  of  the  committee 
today  and  act  upon  it  next  Monday.  We  would 
have  at  least  six  days  in  which  to  study  it.  It 
seems  to  be  the  feeling  today  that  we  ought  to 
rush  it  through  regardless.  On  what  I  was  stating 
before,  the  ashes  and  garbage  contracts  which  the 
city  forces  are  presently  doing,  are  going  out  to 
contractors.  The  money  is  hidden  in  here  some 
place.  The  department  asked  for  $364,900  for 
motor  vehicles.  It  was  not  allowed  one  red 
penny.  On  gasoline,  oil  and  grease  thev  asked 
for  $37,000  and  are  going  to  receive  $30,000.  It 
is  an  increase  of  $4,000  more  than  what  they  re- 
ceived last  year.  What  are  they  going  to  use  it 
on  when  they  cannot  purchase  trucks?  You  know 
the  trucks  are  dilapidated.  They  are  laid  up  in 
the  various  yards.  Where  are  they  going  to 
spend  the  money?  Another  item  that  has  been 
increased  is  the  disposal  of  waste.  Fifty-four 
thousand  dollars  increase  over  last  year.  What 
is  that  $54,000  for?  Why  leave  a  substantial  sum 
of  $300,000  in  the  snow  removal?  I  feel  that 
money  at  a  later  date  will  be  transferred  so  as  to 
let  the  other  areas  that  are  presently  being  done 
by  the  city  out  to  the  contractors.  Once  this 
budget  gets  by  us,  we  will  not  have  anything  to 
say.     We  will  have  to  take  it.     The  constitutents 


of  my  district  should  not  have  to  take  this  abuse. 
I  am  going  to  recommend  now  or  make  a  motion  — 
if  they  want  it,  they  can  come  back  later  and  ask 
for  a  transfer;  I  hope  the  members  will  go  along 
with  me  —  I  am  going  to  move  now  that  the  snow 
removal  item  be  cut  by  $300,000. 

Coun.  FISH— It  can  be  cut  $300,000,  and  then 
there  will  not  be  a  cent.  That  is  about  the  amount 
that  is  for  snow  removal  for  the  balance  of  the 
entire  year.  If  they  cut  the  $300,000  there 
will  not  be  a  cent.  If  you  get  snow  next  Novem- 
ber or  December,  whether  they  have  to  spend 
$100,000  or  $1,000,000,  they  will  get  the  money, 
they  will  have  to,  for  public  safety. 

Coun.  MUCHNICK— Councilor  Fish  answered 
the  question  before  I  asked  it. 

The  motion  to  cut  the  appropriation  for  snow 
removal  by  $300,000  was  declared  lost. 

Coun.  SULLIVAN  doubted  the  vote  and  asked 
for  a  standing  vote.  The  motion  was  lost  on  a 
standing  vote.  Coun.  MUCHNICK  asked  for  a 
roll  call,  and  the  motion  was  lost,  yeas  4,  nays  14: 
Yeas — Coun.  Bayley,  Carey,  Chase,  Sullivan — 4. 
Nays — Coun.  Bryan,  Cantwell,  Coffey,  Cook, 
Fish,  Hannon,  Hurley,  Kelly,  Kinsella,  Lane, 
McCormack,    Moriarty,    Muchnick,   Russo — 14. 

Coun.  BRYAN — I  make  a  motion  we  take  a 
recess  for  half  an  hour. 

Coun.  KINSELLA — A  point  of  information. 
I  was  going  to  ask  if  Councilor  Bayley  has  sub- 
mitted all  his  objections.  I  was  out  of  the  chamber 
for  five  minutes  and  lost  track  of  the  proceedings. 
Coun.  BAYLEY — I  have  my  blanket  objection 
to  make.  It  will  take  four  or  five  minutes,  and 
that  is  all. 

Coun.  BRYAN — I  will  withdraw  my  motion. 
Coun.  BAYLEY — Continuing  where  I  left  off, 
I  list  the  following  items  I  would  like  to  see  left 
off  the  budget.  In  the  Registry  of  Deeds,  C-9, 
$1,000  for  typewriter  supplies  approved  by  the 
Committee  on  Appropriations.  Superior  Criminal 
Court,  B-34,  $5,000.  C-9,  cut  $1,000.  B-28, 
$1,500.  In  the  Municipal  Court  of  Boston, 
$1,000  in  supplies.  Under  Courthouse  Custodian, 
B-39,  $5,000.  Under  Jail,  B-39,  repairs,  cut 
$2,500.  C-7,  Jail,  $2,000.  Penal  Institutions, 
House  of  Correction,  F-7,  cut  $5,000.  E-l,  $3,000. 
Special  Appropriation  for  industries,  $5,000  for 
them.  T\\(glve  thousand  dollars  was  asked  for. 
Budget  B-4,  for  conventions,  $200.  Mayor's 
Office,  in  addition  to  the  one  which  has  been 
defeated,  on  B-39,  eliminate  $500.  I  would  cut 
the  Auditing  Department  $592  on  the  C-13  item. 
Traffic  Department,  C-17,  cut  $5,000.  Build- 
.  ing  Department,  $10,000.  Unsafe  Buildings, 
$25,000.  Planning  Board,  $1,000  for  expert. 
I  think  the  committee  was  unanimous  in  cutting 
this  out  at  one  time.  Under  the  Health  Depart- 
ment I  would  cut  B-28,  $1,500.  I  would  like 
to  cut  out  without  any  special  amount  the  A-l 
item,  the  appointment  of  a  man  to  hold  the  posi- 
tion of  Deputy  Health  Commissioner,  or  place  a 
man  to  do  the  job  there  at  $2,800.  The  new  man 
will  get  $4,500.  I  would  like  to  cut  that  out,  if 
there  is  any  way.  Treasury  Department,  $8,000. 
Public  Buildings,  $25,000.  Institutions,  $15,000. 
Special  Appropriation  for  Long  Island  Repairs, 
$35,000.  Mr.  President,  I  had  some  other  cuts. 
I  have  been  allowed  a  limited  time.  I  have  not 
studied  the  last  of  the  blue  books.  I  move  the 
items  I  outlined  be  eliminated  from  the  budget. 

Coun.  CHASE — Talking  on  the  councilor's 
recommendation  for  further  cuts,  I  would  like  to 
ask  the  Committee  on  Appropriations  to  explain 
the  increase  of  $25,000  over  the  Contingent  Fund 
last  year. 

President  KELLY — Is  this  one  of  the  suggested 
cuts  of  Councilor  Bayley? 

Coun.  CHASE— I  may  want  to  recommend 
amendments  to  his  recommendations,  including 
larger  cuts.  I  would  like  an  explanation  of  why 
the  Mayor's  Office  feels  that  he  needs  $300,000 
this  year  as  against  last  year's  appropriation  of 
$275,000? 

Coun.  FISH — I  have  explained  many  things 
for  the  committee  today.  I  do  not  say  I  am 
going  to  be  called  upon  to  explain  many  more. 
Let  this  particular  gentleman  study  the  figures, 
study  the  budget  and  make  his  recommendations, 
and  put  them  in  order.  He  can  submit  them  as  an 
order  for  a  reduction.  I  am  willing  to  explain 
matters.  But  they  can  go  too  far  in  their  little 
antagonism  and  go  beyond  the  patience  of  a  man. 
If  he  wants  a  cut,  let  him  order  a  cut.  He  has 
had  this  in  the  Council  for  two  months.  Why  the 
sudden  interest  here? 
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President  [CELL1  rhe  poinl  is  well  taken, 
.lust  a  minute,  please.  1  want  to  be  fair  with 
everybody-  Councilor  Bayley  has  made  a  motion 
for  various  outs.  The  proper  thins  to  do  is  to 
lot  the  councilors  vote  on  it.  If  you  have  further 
nmendationa,  you  make  them  in  the  form  of  a 

motion,  ami  hi-  will  vote  on  yours, 

Conn.  CHASE-  I  doubt  if  ii  would  In'  legal 
for  mo  to  move  cutting  an  item  which  already  had 
boon   passed   on. 

President  KELLY — Wo  have  not  passed  on  any 
item  until  the  whole  budget  is  voted  on. 

Coun.  CHASE — If  you  are  going  to  art  on 
Councilor  Bayley's  motion,  ami  I  submit  a  motion 
which  lias  boon  defeated,  I  do  not  think  it  is 
possible. 

President  KELLY — You  can  still  have  the 
motion  put  to  a  vote.  You  may  have  a  different 
motion  from   Councilor  Bayley. 

Coun.  CHASE— May  I  ask  the  clerk  if  (hat  is 
possible,  through  vou? 

President  KELLY — If  you  intend  to  make 
amendments  to  Councilor  Bayley's  motion,  you 
are  in  order. 

Coun.  CHASE— That  is  what  I  want  to  do, 
and  that  is  what  I  thought  it.  was. 

President   KELLY— That  is  what  I  ruled. 

Coun.  CHASE — That  is  just  the  reason  I  say 
I  desire  more  information.  The  gentleman  from 
Dorchester  (Coun.  Fish)  said  his  patience  has 
become  exhausted.  I  have  not  done  anything 
today  which  should  exhaust  anyone's  patience. 
I  have  merely  asked  for  information  from  a  com- 
mittee which  you  appointed  to  give  just  that 
very  information  to  the  Council  and  the  members 
who  desire  it.  Now,  sir,  in  the  1945  annual 
budget  the  Contingent  Fund  was  $275,000.  This 
year  there  is  an  increase  of  $25,000.  I  would  like 
to  know  why.  I  assume  a  simple  answer  could 
be  given  to  me  by  some  member  of  the  Committee 
on  Appropriations. 

President  KELLY — We  will  see  if  we  can  get 
the  answer  for  you.  Councilor  McCormack  or 
Councilor  Fish. 

Coun.  FISH — My  patience  is  nearly  exhausted 
with  anybody  who  has  the  budget  two  months. 
Anybody  can  look  at  the  budget.  It  is  not  a 
secret  vote  of  the  committee.  I  would  like  to 
ask  the  councilor  why  he  did  not  make  these 
recommendations  back  in  1939  when  he  was 
chairman  of  the  Appropriations  Committee. 

Coun.  CHASE — The  point  is  out  of  order.  I 
would  be  glad  to  answer  the  question. 

President  KELLY — I  am  not  going  to  allow 
cross  questioning  here. 

Coun.  CHASE — If  I  remember,  Councilors 
Shattuck,  Wilson  and  Chase  submitted  certain 
recommendations  in  1939,  and  the  Council  out- 
voted us  on  them. 

Coun.  FISH — Will  the  councilor  answer  another 
question? 

President  KELLY— Will  you  yield? 

Coun.  CHASE — I  will  be  happy  to. 

Coun.  FISH — Would  you  like  to  see  cut  out  all 
the  increases  that  your  favorite  for  Mayor  gave 
last  year  which  were  carried  in  this  budget  when 
you  were  in  the  Mayor's  Office,  increases  that  went 
into  that,  which  Mayor  Curley  has  to  carry  this 
year?  Do  you  approve  them  or  do  you  want 
them  cut? 

Coun.  CHASE — There  is  such  a  thing  as  draw- 
ing a  red  herring.  The  Councilor  is  endeavoring 
to  do  just  that.  I  repeat  that  the  Mayor's  budget 
for  1946  is  §5,000,000  more  than  the  budget  under 
Mayor  Kerrigan.  I  am  curious  to  know  on  many 
items  why  do  we  have  to  have  substantial 
increases?  I  assumed  you  appointed  a  Committee 
on  Appropriations  to  give  us  just  that  very  infor- 
mation in  order  that  we  can  act  intelligently  on 
this  budget.  Mr.  President,  I  have  not  been 
answered. 

President  KELLY — May  I  answer  you  now. 
When  1  appointed  the  Committee  on  Appropria- 
tions, the  seven  members  held  public  hearings  on 
the  budget.  Every  man  on  the  Council  could 
have  come  to  the  budget  hearings.  They  were 
invited  to  be  present.  They  could  have  asked 
individual  questions  of  each  and  every  depart- 
ment head.  You  would  have  received  informa- 
[ollar  if  you  attended  the  hearings. 

Coun.  CHASE — The  gentleman  from  the  Back 
Bay  'Conn.  Bayley),  who  happens  to  be  a  mem- 
ber of  the  Committee  on  Appropriations,  informed 
me  that  thi  budgi  I  was  acted  on  by  the  Com- 
mittee on  Appropriations  in  about  five  days. 


Coun.  FISH>— 1  would  like  to  ask  that  member 
of  the  committee  if  that  is  true,  that,  we  gave  five 
days'  study  to  this  budget? 

Coun.  BAYLEY — In  reply  I  would  say  we  held 
hearings  for  five  full  days,  Then  we  considered 
the  budget  at  another  hearing  which  took  three 
or  four  hours.  We  considered  it  briefly  this  morn- 
ing. I  would  say  it  was  five  or  six  hours  besides 
t,he  five  full  days'  hearings. 

Coun.  FISH— On  February  28  the  Budget 
started.  March  1,  6,  7,  and  March  8 — those  were 
the  hearings  on  the  departments.  After  that  we 
went  into  executive  session,  as  he  stated;  probably 
we  sat  for  another  full  day,  a  total  of  a  full  day. 
It  was  just  about  three  times  as  much  as  was  done 
last  year  on  the  budget. 

Coun.  CHASE — Mr.  President,  1  still  desire  to 
get  the  information  on  the  question  I  asked.  Why 
is  there  an  increase  of  $25,000  on  the  Contingent 
Fund?  I  would  like  to  know  what  the  Mayor 
contemplates  with  the  additional  $25,000  as 
against  last  year's  budget. 

President  KELLY — Can  the  chairman  of  the 
committee  inform  the  councilor  in  answer  to  the 
question? 

Coun.  McCORMACK— I  cannot.  I  do  not 
know  what  the  increase  is. 

President  KELLY — Will  Councilor  Chase  pro- 
ceed? 

Coun.  CHASE — With  that  in  mind,  I  move  that 
$25,000  be  struck  from  the  budget,  reduced  from 
the  budget  on  the  Contingent  Fund. 

President  KELLY — Let  me  understand  you. 
You  are  making  that  as  an  amendment  to  Councilor 
Baylev's  motion? 

Coun.  CHASE— That  is  right. 

Coun.  FISH — On  the  motion,  I  wonder  if  he 
would  give  his  reasons,  if  he  knows  it  is  sound  or 
is  not? 

Coun.  CHASE — My  patience  with  the  Com- 
mittee on  Appropriations  is  exhausted.  I  have 
asked  them  continuously  for  answers  to  my  ques- 
tions.    Why  is  there  an  increase  of  $25,000? 

Coun.  BAYLEY — I  have  that  information.  I 
remember  it. 

President  KELLY — All  right,  Councilor  Bayley, 
for  the  Committee  on  Appropriations. 

Coun.  BAYLEY — I  believe  there  was  an  appro- 
priation of  $275,000  in  the  Contingent  Fund  last 
year.  Two  hundred  ninety-five  thousand  dollars 
'  was  spent.  The  allowance  this  year  was  $300,000. 
That  is  the  reason  for  it,  in  view  of  what  was  spent 
last  year. 

President  KELLY — Does  that  answer  the  ques- 
tion? Let  us  get  in  order  here.  Councilor  Chase, 
do  vou  press  your  motion? 

Coun.  CHASE— I  move  that  $25,000  be  cut 
from  the  Contingent  Fund  of  the  budget. 

President  KELLY — Councilor  Bayley  has  made 
a  motion  that  certain  cuts  be  made.  Councilor 
Chase  has  made  an  amendment  to  the  motion. 

Coun.  KINSELLA — A  point  of  information. 
For  enlightenment,  so  that  we  can  understand 
when  we  vote  on  this  matter,  we  are  voting  on  the 
group  of  Councilor  Bayley's  individual  recom- 
mendations and  the  individual  recommendation  of 
Councilor  Chase? 

President  KELLY — We  are  voting  on  the 
amendment  of  Councilor  Chase. 

The  motion  to  cut  $25,000  from  the  appropria- 
tion for  Contingent  Fund  was  lost. 

Coun.  KINSELLA — -A  point  of  information. 
We  were  under  the  impression  that  Councilor 
Bayley's  group  was  in  order  since  it  preceded  the 
councilor's  amendment. 

President  KELLY — He  is  making  amendments 
to  Councilor  Bayley's  motion.  As  long  as  he 
makes  amendments,  he  is  in  order. 

Coun.  CHASE — I  would  like  to  ask  the  com- 
mittee or  any  member  of  the  Committee  on  Appro- 
priations, sir,  why  the  budget  on  Conventions  and 
Entertainment  of  Distinguished  Guests  has 
jumped  from  the  1945  figure  of  $25,000  to  $44,750? 

President  KELLY — Will  the  gentlemen  from 
the  committee  answer  that? 

Coun.  FISH — We  have  more  distinguished  guests 
since  the  war  is  over. 

Coun.  CHASE— I  move  that  $19,750  bo  cut 
from  the  budget  on  the  special  appropriation  for 
Conventions  and  Entertainment  of  Distinguished 
Guests. 

Coun.  KINSELLA — I  would  like  to  raise  a 
point  of  order.  Since  Councilor  Chase  did  not 
amend  anything  that  Councilor  Bayley  offered, 
they  are  out  of  order  until  we  have  disposed  of 
Councilor   Bayley's   recommendations.     Then   we 
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will  listen  to  Councilor  Chase  as  a  separate 
individual  on  his  items. 

President  KELLY — Wait  a  minute.  Councilor 
Chase  is  moving  to  amend  Councilor  Bayley's 
motion.     Amendments  are  in  order. 

The  motion  to  cut  $19,750  from  the  appropria- 
tion for  Conventions  and  Entertainment  of  Dis- 
tinguished Guests  was  lost.  • 

Coun.  BRYAN— Mr.  President. 

President  KELLY — Councilor  Chase  has  the 
floor. 

Coun.  CHASE — I  would  like  to  ask  the  Com- 
mittee on  Appropriations,  sir,  why  there  was  an 
increase  of  $39,000  in  the  1946  budget  as  against 
the  1945  budget  for  Public  Celebrations. 

President  KELLY — I  must  impose  upon  you, 
councilor.  Can  you  inform  the  councilor  what  it 
is  for? 

Coun.  FISH- — Can  I  hear  the  question? 

President  KELLY — It  is  on  the  appropriation 
for  Public  Celebrations. 

Coun.  FISH — The  increase  for  Public  Celebra- 
tions. When  it  comes  to  a  vote,  I  will  let  the 
Council  answer  that  for  themselves. 

President  KELLY — Does  that  answer  your 
question,  Councilor  Chase?     Proceed. 

Coun.  CHASE — In  view  of  the  fact  there  is  no 
justification  offered  by  the  Committee  on  Appro- 
priations as  to  why  that  particular  item  should 
stand,  I  move  that  the  budget  for  Public  Celebra- 
tions be  reduced  $39,025. 

The  motion  to  reduce  the  appropriation  for 
Public  Celebrations  by  $39,025  was  lost. 

Coun.  BAYLEY — A  point  of  information. 
Would  it  be  possible  to  put  my  cuts  to  a  vote  and 
then  Councilor  Chase  can  proceed? 

President  KELLY— If  Councilor  Chase  will 
yield.  ♦ 

Coun.  CHASE— I  will  yield. 

Coun.  RUSSO — A.  point  of  information.  May 
I  know  what  are  your  cuts?  I  do  not  know  what 
the  cuts  are. 

President  KELLY — Councilor  Bayley  recited 
miscellaneous  cuts  in  the  various  departments. 

Coun.  RUSSO — If  a  member  was  not  present, 
he  has  not  the  information. 

President  KELLY — You  shall  have  all  the 
information  you  desire.  If  you  desire  Councilor 
Bayley  to  once  again  read  them,  I  will  have  him 
do  so. 

Coun.  RUSSO — Will  you  have  the  stenographer 
read  what  the  cuts  are? 

Coun.  MUCHNICK— From  beginning  to  end? 

President  KELLY — Councilor  Russo,  do  you 
press  your  motion? 

Coun.  RUSSO — I  would  not  know  what  I  would 
be  voting  for  unless  I  know  what  the  cuts  are. 

President  KELLY — I  would  not  want  you  to 
do  that.  Councilor  Russo  has  the  floor.  Coun- 
cilor Bayley,  will  you  kindly  read  your  recom- 
mendations again,  please? 

Coun.  BAYLEY — May  I  ask  the  stenographer 
to  read  them? 

President  KELLY — I  have  the  figures  here. 
Will  you  allow  me? 

Coum  RUSSO — With  pleasure. 

President  KELLY — Superior  Criminal  Court, 
$5,000.  Registry  of  Deeds,  $1,000.  Jail,  $3,500. 
House  of  Correction,  $8,000.  Conventions,  $200. 
Mayor's  Office,  $500;  Building  Department, 
$35,000.  Planning  Board,  $1,000.  Treasury  De- 
partment, $8,000.  Public  Buildings,  $25,000. 
Long'  Island  Repairs,  $35,000.  Those  are  the 
series  of  recommendations. 

Coun.  BAYLEY — There  were  a  few  more, 
another  half  dozen. 

Coun.  RUSSO — I  would  like  to  take  them  one 
by  one  and  vote  for  them  on  some  of  them  and 
against  others.  I  would  not  be  able  to  yote  intelli- 
gently on  all  of  them  at  one  time. 

President  KELLY — Councilor  Bayley  put  them 
in  as  a  whole  and  made  the  motion.  He  was  giving 
them  all  as  a  whole. 

Coun.  RUSSO — Some  I  would  be  in  favor  of  and 
some  I  would  not. 

President  KELLY — The  question  is  on  Councilor 
Bayley's  motion. 

Coun.  RUSSO — Does  my  amendment  prevail? 
I  wish  to  have  them  voted  on  one  at  a  time. 

President  KELLY — If  I  do  not  go  forward  with 
Councilor  Bayley's  motion,  Councilor  Chase 
automatically  has  the  floor  again. 

Coun.  RUSSO— I  yield  to  Councilor  Chase. 
I  would  like  them  one  by  one. 

President  KELLY — Let  us  employ  parliamen- 
tary procedure.     Councilor  Chase  has  the  floor. 


Coun.  MUCHNICK— A  point  of  order.  Coun- 
cilor Russo  having  yielded  to  Councilor  Chase, 
and  Councilor  Chase  having  yielded  to  Councilor 
Bayley,  the  only  order  of  business  right  now  is.  a 
vote  on  Councilor  Bayley's  motion. 

President  KELLY — The  point  is  well  taken. 
The  question  now  is  on  Councilor  Bayley's  motion. 

Coun.  RUSSO — If  that  is  the  case,  I  make  the 
amendment  that  we  proceed  to  take  them  one  by 
one.  I  do  not  think  it  is  fair  that  ten  items  should 
be  voted  at  one  time.  That  is  not  being  fair  with 
the  Council.  , 

Coun.  MUCHNICK— The  order  of  business 
now,  as  I  understand,  is  the  taking  of  a  vote  and 
not  the  making  of  a  motion  for  amendments  or 
making  speeches,  or  anything  else.  I  urge  you, 
sir,  to  proceed  to  a  vote  in  order  that  we  may 
expedite  our  business. 

President  KELLY — The  point  is  well  taken. 
The  question  is  on  Councilor  Bayley's  motion. 
The  Chair  has  made  its  ruling. 

Coun.  RUSSO — A  point  of  parliamentary 
procedure. 

President  KELLY — State  your  point  of  parlia- 
mentary procedure. 

Coun.  RUSSO — Did  I  understand  the  motion 
made  by  Councilor  Bayley  was  that  all  these  items 
he  has  stated  should  be  voted  at  one  time? 

President  KELLY— That  is  right. 

Coun.  RUSSO — Is  my  amendment  in  order  to 
take  them  one  by  one? 

President  KELLY — It  would  be,  if  you  had  the 
right  of  the  floor.  The  only  reason  you  have  the 
right  to  the  floor  was  because  Councilor  Chase 
yielded. 

Coun.  RUSSO — I  have  the  floor,  whether  the 
councilor  yielded  or  the  President  recognized  me. 

President  KELLY — But  not  for  the  purpose  of 
making  a  motion.  Councilor  Chase  yielded  the 
floor  to  you. 

Coun.  RUSSO — There  was  no  reservation,  to 
my  knowledge. 

President  KELLY — The  Chair  has  made  its 
tilling.     You  have  the  right  to  appeal  the  question. 

Coun.  RUSSO — I  do  not  wish  to  press  an  appeal. 

Coun.  MUCHNICK— The  order  of  business 
now  is  not  the  making  of  speeches  or  having  a 
debate.  You  have  ordered  a  vote  on  a  certain 
motion.  That  is  the  only  thing  we  have  before 
us.  I  would  like  to  see  the  business  carried  on 
in  orderly  fashion. 

President  KELLY — The  point  is  well  taken. 
The  question  before  us  now  is  Councilor  Bayley's 
group  of  motions  to  cut  the  budget. 

Coun.  RUSSO — Mr.  President,  I  move  that  we 
now  adjourn. 

President  KELLY — That  is  in  order. 

The  motion  to  adjourn  was  declared  lost. 

Coun.  RUSSO — I  doubt  the  vote  and  ask  for  a 
roll  call.  The  roll  was  called,  and  the  motion  to 
adjourn  was  lost,  yeas  4,  nays  15: 

Yeas — Coun.  Bayley,  Chase,  Russo,  Sullivan — 4. 

Nays — Coun.  Bryan,  Cantwell,  Coffey,  Cook, 
Fish,  Hannon,  Hurley,  Keenan,  Kelly,  Kinsella, 
Lane,  McCormack,  Muchnick,  Moriarty,  Scannell 
—15. 

President  KELLY — The  question  before  us  is 
Councilor  Bayley's  various  cuts. 

Coun.  RUSSO — Mr.  President,  I  now  move  we 
lay  all  these  cuts  on  the  table  for  a  week. 

Coun.  MUCHNICK— A  point  of  order.  A 
motion  to  adjourn  may  be  always  in  order  during 
any  kind  of  business.  But  the  only  business  we 
had  was  the  taking  of  a  vote,  and  no  other  motion 
would  be  in  order  at  that  time. 

President  KELLY — The  Chair  is  going  to  rule 
that  motion  to  lay  on  the  table  is  in  order,  and  he 
is  going  to  put  it  to  a  vote. 

The  motion  to  lay  on  the  table  was  declared  not 
carried. 

Coun.  RUSSO — I  doubt  the  vote  and  ask  for  a 
roll  call.  Being  joined  by  only  one  member,  the 
request  for  a  roll  call  was  lost. 

President  KELLY — The  question  comes  on 
Councilor  Bayley's  motion  on  the  various  cuts. 

Coun.  BAYLEY'S  motion  for  various  cuts  in 
the  budget  was  declared  not  carried. 

Coun.  BAYLEY  doubted  the  vote  and  asked 
for  a  roll  call.  The  roll  was  called,  and  the  motion 
for  various  cuts  was  lost,  yeas  2,  nays  16: 

Yeas — Coun.  Bayley,  Chase — 2. 

Nays — Coun.  Bryan,  Cantwell,  Coffey,  Cook, 
Fish,  Hannon,  Hurley,  Kelly,  Keenan,  Kinsella, 
Lane,  McCormack,  Moriarty,  Muchnick,  Scannell, 
Sullivan — 16. 

Coun.  BRYAN — I  move  we  take  a  recess  for 
one  hour. 
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Coun.  BAYLEY  \  point  of  order,  Counoilor 
Chase  had  the  floor  and  then  he  yielded  to  me 
to  have  my  Question  put  as  a  motion.  H  has 
been  defeated!  and  Councilor  Chase  lias  the  floor. 
Vou  cannot  recognise  any  other  councilor. 

President  KELLY  Your  point  of  order  i  well 
taken. 

Coun.  MUCHNICK  1  will  ask  the  Chair  to 
reverse  itself.  When  a  gentleman  yields,  he 
yields  for  all  time  and  does  not  reclaim  the  floor. 

President  KELLY  1  will  have  to  disagree. 
He  yielded  For  the  purpose  of  permitting  a  motion. 

Coun.  KINSELLA  A  man  yields  for  all  time 
under  the  established   parliamentary   procedure. 

Coun.  MUCHNICK  A  point  of  order.  \s  I 
recall  Councilor  Chase  was  making  a  motion  to 
amend  Councilor  Bayley 's  general  motion.  If  I 
am  correct  in  that,  the  motion  itself  having  been 
defeated,  no  motion  to  amend  would  be  of  any 
importance,  and  therefore  he  does  not  get  the 
floor  back. 

President  KELLY — Councilor  Chase  still  has  the 
floor  and  can  make  a  motion  to  reduce  as  well  as  an 
amendment. 

Coun.  CHASE— I  would  like  to  ask  the  Com- 
mittee on  Appropriations,  sir,  the  reason  why 
the  1940  budget  under  Public  Buildings  has 
increased   $187,900  as  against  the  1945  budget. 

Coun.  FISH — A  point  of  information.  Am  I 
right  in  stating  that  all  orders  have  to  be  reduced 
to  writing? 

President  KELLY — If  the  Chair  so  desires.  It 
is  a  rule  that  can  be  insisted  upon.  Only  the 
Chair  can  decide  that.  I  want  to  be  fair.  The 
Chair  would  kindly  ask  Councilor  Chase,  if  you 
could  combine  all  your  motions  in  one  order  like 
Councilor  Bayley  did? 

Coun.  CHASE — Bear  in  mind  you  delegated  me 
as  a  committee  to  visit  the  Mayor's  office  and 
find  out  the  reasons  why  we  did  not  get  a  break- 
down from  him.  I  reported  to  his  Honor  the 
.Mayor  who  said,"  What  the  hell — get  the  in- 
formation from  the  Committee  on  Appropriations." 
That  is  what  I  am  trying  to  do,  get  the  necessary 
information  from  the  Committee  on  Appropria- 
tioas. 

President  KELLY — I  gave  you  the  courtesy  of 
appointing  you  as  chairman  of  a  committee  to  call 
on  his  Honor  the  Mayor.  I  am  trying  to  be  fair. 
It  is  late  and  we  are  getting  hungry.  I  am  ask- 
ing you,  I  have  not  made  a  ruling,  to  submit  all 
your  orders  in  writing,  which  I  can  do.  I  am 
asking  you  to  make  your  motions  altogether,  like 
Councilor  Bavley  did.     I  think  it  is  a  fair  request. 

Coun.  RUSSO— Mr.  President. 
.  President    KELLY — Councilor    Chase    has    the 
floor. 

Coun.  RU.SSO— Will  the  gentleman  yield? 

President  KELLY— Will  Councilor  Chase  yield? 

Coun.  CHASE — Not  at  this  time. 

Coun.  RUSSO — For  a  question? 

Coun.  CHASE — Yes,  for  a  question. 

Coun.  RUSSO — Mr.  President,  I  would  like  to 
ask  through  you  if  my  colleague  on  my  right  has 
had  sufficient  time  to  put  his  motion  in  writing. 

President  KELLY — The  Chair  has  not  requested 
he  put  his  motion  in  writing.  It  is  up  to  the  Chair. 
The  Chair  asked  him  several  times  to  put  his 
motion  like  Councilor  Bayley  did. 

Coun.  CHASE — I  again  would  like  to  ask  the 
question  of  the  Committee  on  Appropriations 
through  you.  why  there  is  8187,990  increase  as 
against  the  1945  budget.  That  is  in  the  Public 
Buildings  Department. 

President  KELLY — Council  MeCormack,  can 
you  answer  that  question?  Perhaps  Councilor 
Pish  can  help  the  chairman. 

Coun.  FISH — I  was  not  very  attentive. 

Coun.  CHASE — The  Building  Department 
increase  listed  here  is  8187,990  over  last  year's 
budget.  Last  \iaiV  budget  was  8513,000.  This 
year  ii  i-  J701.000.     Public  Buildings. 

Coun.   FISH — Because  of  the  State  Legislature 
who  nave  passed  certain  basic  laws  pertaining  to 
the  City   of    Boston.      They  enforced   them   them- 
laet       eai       They   have  thrown  that    on    the 
city  It     means    added    inspectors    for 

public  safety.     The  work  must  be  done. 

Coun.  MUCHNICK — I  make  a  motion  to 
adjourn.  It  i-  fairly  obvious  wi  will  reach  no 
particular  conclusion  without  a  lot.  of  wrangling. 
Il    is    Unfail     to    man'      members    of    the    committee 

thai  the  minority  should  keep  us  hi  re. 

COFFEY — The      gentleman      made     a 
motion  and  is  out  of  order. 


The  motion  to  adjourn  was  declared  lost.  Coun- 
cilor RUSSO  doubted  the  voto  and  asked  for  a 
roll  call.  The  motion  to  adjourn  was  lost,  yeas  4, 
no s s  14: 

Yeas — Coun.  Bayley,  Chase,  Muchnick,  Russo 
—4. 

Nays — Coun.  Bryan,  Cantwell,  Coffey,  Fish , 
Hannon.1  Hurley,  Keenan,  Kelly,  Kinsella,  Lane, 
MeCormack,   Moriarty,   Scannell,   Sullivan — 14. 

Coun.  SULLIVAN  moved  to  take  a  recess  for  an 
hour. 

President  KELLY — In  regard  to  the  motion  to 
take  a  recess,  I  have  been  informed  by  the  City 
Messenger  that  there  is  not  any  place  where  he 
feels  we  can  get  food  to  eat  at  this  hour. 

Coun.  SULLIVAN — I  move  a  recess  of  one  hour. 

President  KELLY — That  motion  is  not  in  order. 
Councilor  Chase  has  the  floor. 

Coun.  CHASE— May  I  ask  the  Committee  on 
Appropriations  how  much  of  this  $187,000  is  going 
toward  additional  inspectors  as  against  last  year, 
under  the  Public  Buildings? 

President  KELLY— Councilor  Fish. 

Coun.  FISH — What  is  the  question? 

Coun.  CHASE— How  much  of  this  8187,000 
under  Public  Buildings  is  to  be  spent  for  additional 
inspectors  as  against  last  year's  budget? 

Coun.  FISH — If  it  is  not  spent  for  that  it  will 
be  for  step-rates,  salary  increases.  Last  year  the 
regular  normal  cost  of  living  which  we  are  all 
subject  to  has  been  increased  by  10  to  15  per  cent 
in  private  life. 

Coun.  CHASE— May  I  ask  the  Committee  on 
Appropriations  what  proportion  of  this  8187,990 
will  be  spent  on  contracts  in  public  buildings  such 
as  painting  and  repairing  and  other  renovation 
of  public  buildings? 

Coun.  FISH — I  have  not  the  Public  Buildings 
Department  budget  before  me.  I  did  not  think 
the  gentleman  would  get  so  suddenly  interested  in 
the  budget.  I  could  give  him  the  information  if  I 
had  the  sheets  before  me.  But  I  will  say  this: 
when  I  did  give  the  answer,  I  think  the  answer- 
would  be  satisfactory  to  the  Council.  I  am  only 
going  to  ask  the  Council  to  believe  that  statement. 

President  KELLY — I  would  like  to  make  a 
statement.  I  am  informed  by  the  City  Messenger 
that  he  has  contacted  every  place  available  and 
they  have  not  any  eating  facilities.  We  will 
proceed  with  the  meeting. 

Coun.  CHASE — May  I  ask  the  Committee  on 
Appropriations,  can  they  furnish  me  any  additional 
information  on  this  $187,000  increase  in  Public 
Buildings? 

President  KELLY — Councilor  Fish,  have  you 
any  additional  information? 

Coun.  FISH — I  have  additional  information 
and  facts  for  every  one  of  the  questions.  He  is 
getting  a  bit  antagonistic.  I  refuse  to  answer  him. 
Let  him  put  his  motions  in  and  let  the  Council 
vote. 

President  KELLY — The  Committee  on  Appro- 
priations  refuses  to  answer  any  more  questions. 

Coun.  FISH — I,  as  a  member 

Coun.  RUSSO — Will  the  councilor  yield  so  that 
I  can  ask  a  question?  I  would  like  to  ask  a  ques- 
tion through  you  of  the  councilor  from  Dorchester 
(Coun.  Fish)  in  view  of  his  last  remark.  I  would 
like  to  get  information,  too,  after  Councilor  Chase 
gets  through.  I  am  wondering  if  Councilor  Fish 
in  his  last  statement  is  not  going  against  himself 
because  here  with  the  majority  of  the  Committee 
on  Appropriations  report  killed,  a  minority  com- 
mittee report  was  accepted.  Therefore,  it  does 
not  mean  to  say  we  have  to  take  the  report  of  the 
committee  for  granted  that  everything  is  O.K. 
I  feel  if  Councilor  Fish  can  give  the  information, 
let  him  give  it.  If  he  cannot,  let  him  say  so. 
That  is  the  reason  why,  Mr.  President,  I  have  been 
pressing  for  the  adjournment  for  one  week  so  we 
can  think  this  over  and  go  into  the  stenographic 
record,  so  that  we  can  come  in  next  week  and  give 
an  honest  opinion  and  have  our  objections  written. 
I  do  not  know  for  one  what  the  report  of  the 
committee  would  have  been,  Mr.  President. 

Coun.  FISH— Mr.  President. 

President  KELLY — For  what  purpose  does  the 
gentleman  rise? 

Coun.  FISH — Does  he  care  for  an  answer? 

President  KELLY— Will  Councilor  Chase  yield 
to  Councilor  Fish? 

Coun.  CHASE — Mr.  President,  no.  The  gentle- 
man from  the  Back  Bay  (Coun.  Bayley)  graciously 
gave  me  some  information.  On  this  $187,000 
increase,  apparently  $100,000  is  an  increase.  Mr. 
President,  under  the  item  general  repairs  on  public 
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buildings  there  is  an  increase  over  the  1945  budget, 
and  $25,000  allowed  for  temporary  and  additional 
employees.  I  move,  sir,  that  $100,000  be  cut 
from  the  Public  Buildings  budget. 

Coun.  FISH — If  my  memory  serves  me  cor- 
.  rectly,  it  may  be  the  appropriation  of  $100,000  is 
over  the  first  of  the  year.  His  colleague  in  the 
Back  Bay  (Coun.  Bayley)  merely  gives  the  full 
figures.  There  was  $50,000  transferred  during 
the  year  from  the  recreation  fund. 

The  motion  to  reduce  the  appropriation  for 
Public  Buildings  Department  by  $100,000  was 
lost. 

Coun.  COFFEY — The  only  reason  I  arise  now 
is  the  fact  that  Councilor  Chase  asked  a  large 
number  of  questions  here  this  afternoon.  I  would 
like  to  remind  all  the  members  present  and  myself 
at  the  same  time  that  in  1945  he  did  not  ask  one 
question  on  the  budget. 

President  KELLY — Nobody  else  is  asking  for 
the  floor,  Councilor  Chase. 

Coun.  CHASE — I  might  say  that  this  annual 
budget  for  the  year  1946  is  over  $5,000,000  over 
last  year's  budget.  I  might  say,  Mr.  President, 
his  Honor  the  Mayor  requested  the  Massachusetts 
State  Legislature  for  a  $10,000,000  loan  in  order 
to  reduce  taxes.  His  Honor  the  Mayor  on  a 
number  of  occasions  publicly  said  that  the  City  of 
Boston  is  in  dire  straits.  He  needs  assistance  from 
the  state  government.  Well,  sir,  I  am  one  of 
those  who  believe  that  we  should  make  every 
effort  to  help  ourselves  first  before  asking  the 
state  government  to  give  us  relief.  With  that  n 
mind 

Coun.  SCANNELL— Will  the  gentleman  yield 
for  a  question? 

Coun.  CHASE— No.  With  that  in  mind,  this 
$5,000,000  increase  as  against  the  1945  budget 
has  been  proposed,  and  there  has  been  no  adequate 
explanation  given  to  me  today  or  at  any  time  since 
the  budget  was  submitted.  Why  should  we  have 
a  $5,000,000  increase?  There  are  a  good  many 
items  here,  sir.  They  necessitate  an  explanation. 
I  requested  a  broken-down,  itemized  budget  two 
weeks  ago.  At  that  time  I  was  over-ruled.  Last 
week  the  Council  very  graciously  consented  to  my 
order  and  requested  that  his  Honor  the  Mayor 
furnish  the  City  Council,  the  entire  membership, 
with  a  broken-down,  itemized  budget.  Today  I 
am  on  the  floor,  sir,  after  my  conference  with  the 
Mayor  who  told  me  that  I  could  get  the  informa- 
tion from  the  Committee  on  Appropriations.  I  am' 
still  trying  to  get  the  information.  Lacking  the 
information,  I  am  recommending  these  cuts.  I 
would  like  to  ask  the  Committee  on  Appropria- 
tions, sir,  why  there  has  been  a  $6,000  increase  in 
the  Law  Department  as  against  1945. 

Coun.  KINSELLA — A  point  of  order.  Since 
it  is  obvious  that  the  gentleman  from  Ward  4 
(Coun.  Chase)  is  carrying  on  a  filibuster  out  of  a 
sense  of  personal  pique  and  since  he  failed  to  avail 
himself  of  the  public  hearings  on  the  budget  here, 
these  dilatory  tactics  are  not  in  good  taste.  The 
gentleman  appears  to  be  going  through  the  appro- 
priations, picking  anything  that  appears  to  be  an 
increase.  He  is  down  now  as  low  as  $6,000.  I 
think  a  point  of  order  would  be  well  taken. 

President  KELLY — Councilor  Chase  has  the 
right  to  make  motions  to  reduce  the  budget. 

Coun.  KINSELLA— In  view  of  the  fact  that 
Councilor  Chase  has  every  legal  right  to  raise 
objections  to  every  item  in  the  budget,  hasn't  the 
Chair  the  legal  responsibility  to  interpret  the 
reason  for  the  objection?  I  have  said  that  the 
tactics  are  deliberately  dilatory  and  out  of  a  sense 
of  personal  pique.  There  is  an  obligation  on  the 
Chair  to  respect  the  members  of  the  Council  who 
are  being  kept  here  for  no  valid  reason. 

President  KELLY — The  Chair  has  'no  right  to 
take  a  man's  personal  rights  from  him  as  long  as 
no  one  else  wants  the  floor.  Councilor  Chase  has 
the  right  to  talk.  At  the  end  of  a  motion  I  shall 
recognize  the  councilor.  After  every  motion 
Councilor  Chase  has  made,  any  councilor  who  has 
a  motion  can  be  recognized. 

Coun.  FISH — Councilor  Chase  can  ask  as  many 
questions  of  the  Committee  on  Appropriations  as 
he  cares.  I  for  one  am  not  going  to  answer.  If 
this  was  new  to  him,  these  figures,  if  he  did  not 
have  the  opportunity  to  look  them  over  before  in 
the  hearings  and  familiarize  himself  with  them  as 
the  other  councilors  have,  I  might  see  some  sense 
in  this.  I  do  not  see  any  reason  why  he  should 
continue.     I    would    have    answered    him    every 


question  in  reasonable  time.  I  think,  and  I 
repeat,  he  has  been  a  little  too  antagonistic,  for 
what  reason  I  do  not  know.  But  that  never  crept 
up  on  him  in  other  years. 

Coun.  CHASE — May  I  say  to  the  gentleman, 
through  you,  sir,  that  during  the  years  1938  and 
1939  when  I  was  a  committee  member  on  Appro- 
priations and  in  1939,  chairman,  I  was  prepared 
with  the  other  committee  members,  including 
Judge  Wilson  and  Henry  Shattuck,  to  give  any 
Council  member  all  necessary  information  of  that 
sort.  That  is  why  we  have  a  Committee  on 
Appropriations,  sir.  That  is  why  you  have  a 
Committee  on  Ways  and  Means  at  the  State 
House.  May  I  repeat,  in  1939  it  took  me  three 
months  to  go  through  the  job.  At  that  time  it  was 
only  $42,000,000.  Today  we  have  a  budget  close 
to  $50,000,000  or  over,  an  increase  of  $5,000,000  in 
1946.  The  taxpayers  are  crying  about  the  increase 
in  taxes.  I  think  the  Council  should  do  some- 
thing about  it,  should  endeavor  to  do  something 
about  it.  That  is  why  we  are  having  cries  for 
Plan  E  and  other  reforms  in  Boston.  We  in  the 
Counc:l  are  too  apt  to  follow  the  Mayor  blindly. 
This  budget  is  $5,000,000  over  the  Kerrigan 
budget.  I  am  asking  for  explanations  on  that 
$5,000,000  increase. 

Coun.  COOK — May  I  answer  the  gentleman? 

President  KELLY— Will  you  yield? 

Coun.  CHASE— I  will  not  yield. 

Coun.  COOK — I  thought  he  asked  a  question. 

President  KELLY — In  general  terms  he  did. 
Do  you  yield? 

Coun.  CHASE — I  do  not  yield,  sir. 

Coun.  COOK — A  point  of  order.  Do  I  under- 
stand that  the  councilor  can  make  a  long-winded 
speech  and  ask  questions  and  not  wait  for  an 
answer? 

.     President  KELLY — I  guess  he  can  ask  questions 
and  try  to  get  the  answers. 

Coun.  CHASE — Mr.  President,  in  view  of  the 
fact  that  his  Honor  the  Mayor  failed  to  cooperate 
with  me  and  in  view  of  the  fact  that  the  Committee 
on  Appropriations  apparently  is  not  versed  in  such 
knowledge  on  the  budget,  I  move,  sir,  that  a 
blanket  reduction  of  two  and  a  half  million  dollars 
be  made  on  the  1946  budget. 

The  motion  to  reduce  the  budget  by  two  and 
one  half  million  dollars  was  declared  Jost. 

Coun.  BAYLEY— I  doubt  the  vote. 

Coun.  SCANNELL— Mr.  President,  the  coun- 
cilor from  Ward  4  (Coun.  Chase)  stated  here  he 
wanted  to  save  something  to  help  the  taxpayers. 
He  said  in  his  remarks  we  have  to  go  and  ask  for 
state  assistance.  The  Mayor  of  Boston  does  not 
want  anv  assistance  from  the  state.  He  wants  to 
borrow  $10,000,000  to  help  lower  the  tax  rate. 
I  do  not  think  the  Republican  Legislature  will 
give  it  to  him. 

Coun.  BAYLEY — I  hope  not. 

Coun.  SCANNELL — If  these  gentlemen  from 
Wards  4  and  5  are  interested  in  the  taxpayers, 
they  had  better  go  up  to  the  State  House  and 
lobby  with  the  Republican  legislators  if  they 
want  to  reduce  the  tax.  We  do  not  want  any 
assistance  from  the  state.  We  want  the  right  to 
borrow  and  cut  the  tax  rate.  He  says  we  want 
assistance  from  the  state.  We  do  not.  We  want 
to  borrow  the  money  to  help  cut  the  tax  rate. 

Coun.  COOK — I  move  the  previous  question. 

The  previous  question  was  ordered. 

President  KELLY — The  question  comes  on  the 
passing  of  the  budget. 

Coun.  KINSELLA — I  move  that  the  vote  be 
by  roll  call. 

The  question  came  on  the  passage  of  the  budget 
as  submitted  in  Coun.  Fish's  substitute  order,  and 
the  budget  was  passed,  yeas  15,  nays  2: 

Yeas — Coun.  Bryan,  Cantwell,  Coffey,  Cook, 
Fish,  Hannon,  Hurley,  Keenan,  Kelly,  Kinsella, 
Lane,  McCormack,  Moriarty,  Scannell,  Sullivan — 
15. 

Nays — Coun.  Bayley,  Chase — 2. 

Later  in  the  session  Coun.  RUSSO  said:  Mr. 
President. 

President  KELLY — For  what  purpose  does  the 
gentleman  rise? 

Coun.  RUSSO — A  point  of  information.  Has 
the  budget  passed? 

President  KELLY — It  has,  and  the  bell  rang 
for  three  or  four  minutes. 

Coun.  RUSSO — I  happened  to  be  out.  I  could 
not  be  here.  I  would  like  to  have  unanimous 
consent  to  be  recorded. 
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Ml  f\       l.i 


thi 


affirmative     i 
re  I  vote 


President 
negative? 

Coun.  Kl  ssi)     Mum  I  state  so  befo 

Preeidenl  KELLY     Of  course. 

Coun.  RUSSO  asked  unanimous  consent  to  be 
recorded  in  favor  of  passage  of  the  budget,  and  th< 
budget  Ma-  passed,  yeas  Hi.  nays  2. 


report  of  committee  on  hules. 

Coun.  LANE,  for  the  Committee  on  Rules, 
submitted  the  follow  ing: 

Report  on  order  (referred  March  lO  that 
Committee  on  Constables  be  known  henceforth 
as  Committee  on  Constables  and  Confirmations, 
and    to    which   shall    be   referred   any    and   every 


appointment  which  must  be  approved  by  Council 
—thai  same  ought  to  pass. 
Report  accepted;  said  order  passed. 


INSTALLATION   OF    PUSH    BUTTON 
SICNALS,    WARD    1. 

Coun.  COFFEY  offered  the  following: 
Ordered,   That   the   Traffic   Commission   be   re- 
quested, through  his  Honor  the  Mayor,  to  install 
push  button  traffic  signals  at  the  intersection  of 
Cottage  and  Maverick  streets,  Ward  1. 
Passed  under  suspension  of  the  rule. 


Adjourned,  on  motion  of  Coun.  LANE,  at 
7.15  p.  m.,  to  meet  on  Monday,  March  25,  1945, 
at  2  p.  m. 
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Proceedings  of  City  Council. 


Monday,  March  25,  1946. 

Regular  meeting  of  the  City  Council  held  in  the 
Council  Chamber,  City  Hall,  at  2  p.  m.,  President 
KELLY  in  the  chair.    Absent,  Coun.  Linehan. 

The  meeting  was  opened  with  the  salute  to  the 
Flag. 


APPOINTMENTS  BY  THE  MAYOR. 

Subject  to  confirmation  by  the  Council,  the 
Mayor  submitted  the  following  appointments,  viz.: 

Constables  for  term  ending  April  30,  1946, 
authorized  to  serve  civil  process  upon  riling  of 
bond:  Walter  E.  Hamlet,  35  Faunce  road,  Matta- 
pan;  William  Thomas  Galvin,  305  Forest  Hills 
street,  Jamaica  Plain. 

Constable  to  serve  without  bond  and  without 
authority  to  serve  civil  process  for  term  ending 
April  30,  1946:  Joseph  A.  Locke,  133  Thornton 
street,  Roxbury. 

Severally  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Con- 
stables and  Confirmations. 


VETO   OF   AMENDMENT   TO   COMPENSA- 
TION AND  CLASSIFICATION  PLAN. 

The  following  was  received: 

City  of  Boston, 
Office  of  the  Mayor,  March  25,  1946. 
To  the  City  Council. 

Gentlemen, — I  return  herewith,  without  my 
signature  and  disapproved,  the  order  passed  by  your 
Honorable  Body  on  March  11,  1946,  to  amend  the 
County  Compensation  and  Classification  Plan  for 
the  Assistant  Clerk  of  Court,  Chelsea. 

I  am  prompted  to  take  this  action  because  of  the 
report  of  the  Budget  Commissioner  disapproving 
the  proposed  amendment. 

In  my  opinion,  there  is  grave  danger  to  the  en- 
tire structure  of  the  County  Compensation  and 
Classification  Plan  in  the  adoption  of  isolated 
amendments  of  this  character.  Such  amendments 
are  not  acceptable  unless  made  with  due  regard  to 
other  comparative  and  relative  positions  in  the 
county  plan.  It  is  my  intention,  in  the  future,  to 
follow  the  recommendations  of  the  Budget  Com- 
missioner in  all  such  cases. 

Respectfully, 
James   M.   Curley,    Mayor. 

Placed  on  file. 


RECONSTRUCTION  OF  SIDEWALKS, 
HEWLETT  STREET. 
The  following  was  received: 

City  of  Boston, 
Office  of  the  Mayor,  March  22,  1946. 
To  the  City  Council. 

Gentlemen, — I   transmit  herewith   communica- 
tion from  the  Commissioner  of  Public  Works,  in 
reply  to  your  order  of  March  4,  1946,  to  reconstruct 
the  sidewalks  on  Hewlett  street,  Ward  20. 
Respectfully, 
James  M.  Curley,   Mayor. 

City  of  Boston, 
Public  Works  Department,  March  20,  1946. 
To  J.  Joseph  Connors,  Chief  Clerk,  Mayor's  Office. 
From   Robert   P.    Curley,    Commissioner,    Public 

Works  Department. 
Subject:  Hewlett  Street,  Ward  20. 

I  return  herewith  order  in  City  Council  that  the 
Commissioner  of  Public  Works  reconstruct  the 
sidewalks  on  Hewlett  street,  Ward  20,  and  this 
will  advise  you  that  the  reconstruction  of  sidewalks 
on  this  street  will  be  given  consideration  when  the 
construction  season  opens  up. 

Robert  P.  Curley, 
Commissioner  of  Public  Works. 
Placed  on  file. 


RESURFACING  OF  CONWAY  STREET. 
The  following  was  received: 

City  of  Boston, 
Office  of  the  Mayor,  March  22,  1946. 
To  the  City  Council. 

Gentlemen, — I  transmit  herewith  communica- 
tion from  the  Commissioner  of  Public  Works,  in 
reply  to  your  order  of  March  4,  1946,  to  resurface 
Conway  street,  Ward  20. 

Respectfully, 
James   M.    Curley,  Mayor. 

City  of  Boston, 
Public  Works  Department,  March  20,  1940. 
To  J.  Joseph  Connors,  Chief  Clerk,  Mayor's  Office. 
From    Robert   P.    Curley,    Commissioner,    Public 

Works  Department. 
Subject:  Conway  Street,  Ward  20. 

I  return  herewith  order  in  City  Council  that  the 
Commissioner  of  Public  Works  resurface  Conway 
street,  Ward  20,  and  this  will  advise  you  that  Con- 
way street  will  be  put  on  the  list  of  streets  to  be 
given  consideration  for  construction  this  year. 
Robert  P.  Curley, 
Commissioner  of  Public  Works. 
Placed  on  file. 


RESURFACING  OF  METROPOLITAN 

AVENUE. 
The  following  was  received: 

City  of  Boston, 
Office  of  the  Mayor,  March  22,  1946. 
To  the  City  Council, 

Gentlemen, — I  transmit  herewith  communica- 
tion from  the  Commissioner  of  Public  Works,  in 
reply  to  your  order  of  March  11,  1946,  to  resurface 
with  smooth  paving  Metropolitan  avenue,  from 
Washington  street  to  Poplar  street,  Ward  18. 
Respectfully, 
James   M.    Curley,  Mayor. 

City  of  Boston, 
Public  Works  Department,  March  20, 1946. 
To  J.  Joseph  Connors,  Chief  Clerk,  Mayor's  Office. 
From   Robert   P.    Curley,    Commissioner,    Public 

Works  Department. 
Subject:  Metropolitan  Avenue,  Ward  18. 

I  return  herewith  order  in  City  Council  that  the 
Commissioner  of  Public  Works  resurface  with 
smooth  paving  Metropolitan  avenue,  from  Wash- 
ington to  Poplar  streets,  Ward  18,  and  this  will 
advise  you  that  this  street  will  be  put  on  the  list 
of  streets  to  be  given  consideration  for  construc- 
tion this  year. 

Robert  P.  Curley, 
Commissioner  of  Public  Works. 
Placed  on  file. 


TRAFFIC  LIGHTS,  BROWN  AVENUE  AND 
CUMMINS   HIGHWAY. 

The  following  was  received: 

City  of  Boston, 
Office  of  the  Mayor,  March  23,  1946. 
To  the  City  Council. 

Gentlemen, — I  transmit  herewith  communica- 
tion from  the  Traffic  Commission,  in  reply  to  your 
order  of  March  11,  1946,  to  install  traffielighte  at 
the  junction  of  Brown  avenue  and  Cummins  High- 
way, in  the  Roslindale  section  of  Ward  19. 
Respectfully, 
James   M.    Curley,  Mayor. 

City  of  Boston, 
Traffic    Commission,  March    22,     1946. 
Hon.  James  M.  Curley, 

Mayor  of  Boston. 

Dear  Mr.  Mayor, — This  is  in  reply  to  Council 
order  dated  March  11,  1946,  which  reads  as  follows: 

"Ordered,  That  the  Traffic  Commission  be  re- 
quested, through  his  Honor  the  Mayor,  to  install 
traffic  lights  at  the  junction  of  Brown  avenue  and 
Cummins  Highway,  in  the  Roslindale  section  of 
Ward  19."  .  -.".-•. 

While  we  recognize  that  there  is  a  traffic  hazard 
at  this  location  and  are  aware  that  a  police  officer 
directing  traffic  was  recently  injured  here,  we  also 
know  that,  happily,  the  accident  record  is  far  less 
serious  than  the  records  at  hundred  of  other  inter- 
sections throughout  the  city  which  are  not  sig- 
nalized. 
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rhe  only  funds  available  u>  this  commission  at 
present  tor  the  installation  of  traffic  signals  are  eai 
marked  tor  a  group  <>f  high  accident  location 
This  money  was  provided  several  years  ago,  and 
part  of  the  equipment  for  these  intersections  was 
purchased  at  that  time.    It  is  proposed,  now  that 
all  of  the  equipment  is  available,  to  make  these 
approved  installations  this  year.    This  projeot  will 
use  all  of  the  money  in  the  appropriation. 
Respectfully  yours, 
William  P.  Hukev,  Commissioner. 

Placed  on  file. 


APPROPRIATION  FROM  PARKMAN  FUND. 

The  following  was  received: 

City  of  Boston, 
Office  of  the  Mayor,  March  22,  1946. 
To  i lie  City  Council. 

Gentlemen, — I  am  in  receipt  of  the  attached 
communication  from  the  Board  of  Park  Commis- 
sioners requesting  the  appropriation  of  $41,000 
from  the  income  of  the  George  F.  Parkman  Fund, 
to  be  expended  under  the  direction  of  the  Board  of 
Park  Commissioners  for  the  Maintenance  and  Im- 
provement of  the  Common  and  Parks  in  Existence 
on  January  12.  1S87. 

The  1946  budget  estimates  of  the  personal  serv- 
ice requirements  of  the  Park  Department  included 
an  estimate  of  the  total  income  of  $211,000  from 
the  Parkman  Fund.  The  budget  allowances  made 
provision  for  the  appropriation  of  this  income  as 
it  accrued  for  the  purpose  of  defraying  the  cost  of 
work  actually  performed  on  the  Common  and  Parks 
in  Existence  on  January  12,  1887. 

I  submit  herewith  an  order  appropriating  the 
sum  of  S41.000,  the  accrued  income  now  available 
from  the  Parkman  Fund,  and  respectfully  recom- 
mend its  immediate  passage  by  your  Honorable 
Body. 

Respectfully, 
James    M.    Curley,  Mayor. 

City  of  Boston, 
Park  Department,  March  21,  1946. 
Hon.  James  M.  Curley, 

Mayor  of  Boston . 
Dear  Sir, — By  vote  of  the  Board  of  Park  Com- 
missioners you  are  respectfully  asked  to  request 
the  City  Council  to  transfer  from  the  income  of  the 
George  F.  Parkman  Fund  the  sum  of  $41,000, 
which  is  now  available,  to  be  expended  under  the 
direction  of  the  Board  of  Park  Commissioners  as 
follows: 

Common  and  Parks  in  Existence  on  Janu- 
uary  12,  1887,  Maintenance  and  Im- 
provement of $41,000 

When  making  up  the  budget  estimates  for  the 
year  1946,  a  sum  equal  to  the  total  yearly  income 
of  the  George  F.  Parkman  Fund  was  deducted 
from  the  A— 1,  Permanent  Employees,  item  with 
the  understanding  that  this  deduction  was  to  be 
replaced  by  the  total  yearly  income  of  said  Park- 
man  Fund  for  1946,  to  be  transferred  as  it  accrued 
from  time  to  time  during  the  year  to  the  regular 
maintenance  appropriation  of  the  Park  Depart- 
ment. 

Respectfully  yours, 
William  P.  Long,  Chairman. 

Ordered,  That  the  sum  of  $41,000  be,  and  hereby 
is,  appropriated  from  the  income  of  the  George  F. 
Parkman  Fund,  to  be  expended  under  the  direc- 
tion of  the  Park  Commissioners,  for  the  Main- 
tenance and  Improvement  of  the  Common  and 
Parks  in  Existence  on  January  12,  1887,  as  follows. 

Common  and  Parks  in  Existence  on  Janu- 
ary 12,  1887,  Maintenance  and  Im- 
provement of $41,000 

Referred  to  Committee  on  Parkman  Fund. 


PETITIONS   REFERRED. 

The  following  petitions  were  received  and 
referred  to  the  committees  named,  viz.: 

Claims. 

Matthew  Cina,  for  compensation  for  loss  of 
clothing  at  City  Hospital. 

James  F.  Daly,  for  compensation  for  damage  to 
car  by  truck  of  School  Committee. 

John  F.  Delaney,  for  compensation  for  damage 
to  car  caused  by  an  alleged  defect  in  Rustic  road, 
West  Roxbury. 


James  J.  Farrell,  to  be  reimbursed  as  result  of 
accident  which  occurred  while  in  performance  of 

duty. 

Domenic  Giovaniello,  to  be  reimbursed  as 
result  of  accident  which  occurred  while  in  per- 
formance of  duty. 

Jacob  B.  Gpldfine,  for  compensation  for  dam- 
age to  ear  by  city  truck. 

Joseph  Needell,  d/b  as  Norwood  Shoe  Store, 
for  compensation  for  damage  to  property  at 
2231  Washington  street,  Roxbury,  caused  by 
broken   water  pipe. 

Sophie  K.  Reynard,  for  compensation  for  dam- 
age to  property  at  54  King  street,  caused  by 
broken  water  main. 

Josephine  Rigolizzo,  for  compensation  for 
injuries  caused  by  an  alleged  defect  at  143  Tyler 
street . 

Rose  Sylvester,  for  compensation  for  injuries 
caused  by  an  alleged  defect  at  45  Peterborough 
street. 

Executive. 

Petition  of  Boston  American  League  Baseball 
Company  for  license  for  Sunday  sports  at  Fenway 
Park. 


MINORS'    LICENSES. 

Applications  for  minors'  licenses  were  received 
from  twenty  newsboys  and  one  bootblack. 
Licenses  granted,  under  usual  conditions. 


REPORT      OF      COMMITTEE      ON      CON- 
STABLES  AND   CONFIRMATION. 

Coun.  BRYAN,  for  the  Committee  on  Con- 
stables and  Confirmation,  submitted  the  following: 

Report  on  appointment  by  the  Mayor  (referred 
March  11)  of  William  L.  Graham  and  Thomas 
Gavin  as  Weighers  of  Goods  for  term  ending 
April  30,  1946. 

Report  on  appointments  by  Mayor  (referred 
March  11)  to  position  of  Weigher  of  Goods  for 
term  ending  April  30,  1946,  of  Joseph  Lordan  and 
James  J.  Lordan,  recommending  that  same  be 
approved. 

Report  on  appointments  by  the  Mayor  (referred 
March  19)  to  position  of  Weigher  of  Coal  for 
term  ending  April  30,  1946,  of  David  L.  Shoolman 
and  Agnes  C.  Kelly. 

Report  on  appointments  by  the  Mayor  (referred 
March  11)  of  Constables  to  serve  without  bond  and 
without  authority  to  serve  civil  process  for  term 
ending  April  30,  1946,  viz.:  Walter  F.  Maguire, 
Martin  A.  Brennan,  John  W.  Hanify,  Antonio  M. 
Mele — recommending  that  same  be  approved, 
with  exception  of  name  of  John  W.  Hanify,  which 
was  laid  over  for  one  week. 

The  reports  were  accepted.  Coun.  Madden  and 
Kinsella  were  appointed  a  committee  to  receive, 
sort,  and  count  ballots,  and  the  appointments  as 
recommended  were  confirmed,  yeas  12,  nay  1. 


DEATH  OF  EX-GOVERNOR   HURLEY. 

Coun.  HANNON  offered  the  following: 
Resolved,  That  the  City  Council  of  the  City  of 
Boston,  in  meeting  assembled,  expresses  its  deep 
regret  at  the  untimely  passing  of  Charles  F.  Hur- 
ley, former  Treasurer  and  former  Governor  of  the 
Commonwealth  of  Massachusetts,  whose  contri- 
butions in  public  affairs  will  preserve  his  memory 
as  one  of  the  outstanding  citizens  of  Massachusetts. 
Passed  by  a  unanimous  rising  vote. 


TRAFFIC  TOWER  AT  UPHAMS  CORNER. 

Coun.  HANNON  offered  the  following: 
Ordered,  That  the  Traffic  Commissioner  be  re- 
quested, through  his  Honor  the  Mayor,  to  replace 
the  aged  traffic  tower  at  Uphams  Corner  with  auto- 
matic lights  or  a  new  tower. 

Passed  under  suspension  of  the  rule. 


CAR  STOP  ON  COLUMBIA  ROAD. 

Coun.  HANNON  offered  the  following: 
Ordered,  That  the  Boston  Elevated  officials,  in 
conjunction  with   the  Board  of  Traffic  Commis- 
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sioners,  consider  the  advisability  of  changing  the 
existing  car  stop  on  Columbia  road  opposite  the 
Strand  Theatre. 

Coun.  HANNON — I  am  offering  this  order  in  an 
attempt  to  straighten  out  the  snarl  of  traffic  con- 
ditions which  sometimes  exists  in  the  outgoing 
traffic  on  Columbia  road:  One  of  the  leading  con- 
tributors to  the  eradication  of  this  is  Police  Cap- 
tain Kane,  of  Division  9,  who  made  a  study  of  this 
problem  and  suggested  that  if  the  Elevated  stop  is 
moved  up  Columbia  road  from  its  present  location 
traffic  will  probably  move  in  a  much  more  smooth 
fashion.  As  to  the  other  matter,  the  matter  of  the 
traffic  tower,  I  think  the  tower  at  Uphams  Corner 
is  about  ready  to  be  sold  as  an  antique.  It  is 
probably  one  of  the  first  towers  to  be  erected  in  the 
City  of  Boston.  It  gives  the  police  officers  many 
a  tough  session  up  there.  It  does  not  always  flash 
when  it  is  supposed  to.  It  does  not  always  flash 
when  it  should  flash.  I  think  if  automatic  traffic 
signals  could  be  installed,  they  should  be.  If  they 
cannot  be,  this  antique  should  be  sold  as  such,  and 
a  new  traffic  tower  put  in  its  place. 

The  order  was  passed  under  suspension  of  the 
rule. 


INSURING  OF  CITY-OWNED 
PUBLIC  BUILDINGS. 

Coun.  HANNON  offered  the  following: 
Ordered,  That  his  Honor  the  Mayor  be  re- 
.  quested  to  appoint  a  committee,  consisting  of  the 
Corporation  Counsel,  the  City  Auditor,  the  Build- 
ing Commissioner,  the  Fire  Commissioner,  two 
members  of  the  Boston  City  Council  and  three 
citizens  of  Boston,  to  consider  the  advisability  of 
insuring  all  public  buildings  owned  by  the  City  of 
Boston. 

Coun.  HANNON — Generally,  when  you  speak 
of  an  order  concerning  insurance  companies,  I 
suppose  immediately  the  thought  is  going  to  arise 
that  you  must  be  employed  by  one  of  them. 
However,  disregarding  any  such  opinion,  I  am 
offering  this  order  for  consideration  in  the  interest 
of  common  sense  and  of  the  taxpayers  of  the  City 
of  Boston.  I  do  not  know  the  facts  and  the  figures 
on  the  matter.  Every  so  often  it  seems  to  me  a 
school  or  some  other  public  building  is  gutted  or 
even  destroyed  by  fire.  Then  we  are  faced  with  a 
situation  where  we  have  no  funds  to  replace  the 
building.  Certainly  there  is  some  lack  somewhere. 
If  we  have  not  got  funds  to  carry  on  and  replace 
these  buildings,  I  think  an  insurance  fund  should 
be  established  or  insurance  should  be  carried,  and 
these  buildings  should  be  replaced.  Last  year  out 
in  my  district  the  municipal  building  was  burned 
down.  It  cost  about  $25,000  to  replace  it.  For 
weeks  and  weeks  the  public  library  was  not  avail- 
able to  the  children  of  the  district.  And  even  yet, 
despite  the  apparent  speed  with  which  that  replace- 
ment job  has  gone  forward,  that  building  is  not  in 
an  acceptable  condition  and  is  not  yet  open  to  the 
public.  A  few  weeks  ago  an  even  more  tragic 
thing  happened.  The  primary  school  in  my  dis- 
trict was  burned  down.  Today,  upon  investiga- 
tion as  to  why  it  has  not  been  reopened,  I  have 
been  told  that  probably  it  will  never  be  reopened. 
They  are  going  to  tear  it  down  because  it  is  so  far 
gone  that  it  is  useless  to  attempt  to  replace  it. 
The  only  thing  they  can  do  is  build  a  new  building. 
We  find  once  again  that  they  have  not  any  money 
or  they  have  not  any  funds  from  which  they  can 
obtain  the  money  to  replace  this  building.  Look- 
ing forward  a  matter  of  a  month  or  two,  that 
means  next  fall  the  youngsters  in  that  district, 
born  and  brought  up  there  and  entitled  to  school- 
ing, well  might  find  themselves  in  the  predicament 
of  walking  a  mile  through  dangerous  traffic  and 
intersections  in  order  to  get  to  school,  simply 
because  somewhere  in  the  city  we,  the  public 
officials,  were  shortsighted  and  when  fire  destroys 
$.  building,  we  have  not  money  enough  to  replace  it. 
I  am  merely  offering  this  for  some  consideration. 
I  am  offering  it  for  some  thought.  It  may  not  be 
practicable.  To  me  it  seems  there  should  be  some 
way  of  replacing  one  structure  with  another 
structure.  The  average  property  owner,  if  he  did 
not  carry  insurance  on  his  property,  would  be 
regarded  as  indifferent  if  fire  destroyed  that 
property.  Everybody  would  say  he  was  too  tight 
to  insure  it.  Well,  now,  we  own  the  schoolhouses. 
We  own  the  municipal  buildings.  We  own  allthe 
public  buildings  in  the  City  of  Boston  and  I  think, 
in  the  interest  of  good  business,  we  should  carry 
some  form  of  insurance.  Either  we  ourselves 
should  insure  it,  or  we  should  carry  insurance  with 


some  reliable  company  so  that,  if  fire  does  destroy 
one  of  our  pieces  of  property,  we  will  have  money 
enough  to  replace  it.  You  notice  this.  When  I 
suggest  a  committee  in  this  order,  I  suggest  like- 
wise the  members  of  the  City  Council  be  included 
in  it.  We  are  part  of  the  government  of  the  city. 
This  is  our  job.  It  is  part  of  our  task  to  see  that 
the  city  is  run  in  a  businesslike  manner.  So  I  hope 
this  matter  will  receive  prompt  and  proper  con- 
sideration. 

The  order  was  passed  under  suspension  of  the 
rule. 


SOLDIERS'   RELIEF. 

Coun.  CANTWELL  submitted  a  report  for  the 
Committee  on  Military  Affairs,  recommending 
passage  of  order  for  payment  of  aid  to  soldiers  and 
sailors  and  their  families  in  the  City  of  Boston  for 
the  month  of  March. 

Report  accepted;  said  order  passed. 


ACCEPTANCE  OF  RUSKINDALE  ROAD. 

Coun.  CANTWELL  offered  the  following: 
Ordered,    That   the   Board    of   Street   Commis- 
sioners be  requested,  through  his  Honor  the  Mayor, 
to  accept  and  lay  out  as  a  public  highway  Ruskin- 
dale  road,  Ward  18. 

Passed  under  suspension  of  the  rule. 


ACCEPTANCE   OF   SUMMIT   STREET. 

Coun.  CANTWELL  offered  the  following: 
Ordered,    That   the    Board   of    Street   Commis- 
sioners be  requested,  through  his  Honor  the  Mayor, 
to  accept  and  lay  out  as  a  public  highway  Summit 
street,  Ward  18. 

Passed  under  suspension  of  the  rule. 


REPLACING    OF    GAS    LAMPS    ON    CLIFF 
STREET. 

Coun.  COOK  offered  the  following: 

Ordered,  That  the  Public  Works  Commissioner 
be  requested,  through  his  Honor  the  Mayor,  to 
immediately  replace  the  antiquated  gas  lamps  on 
Cliff  street,  Roxbury,  with  modern  electric  lights. 

Coun.  COOK — Mr.  President,  I  know  it  is  diffi- 
cult to  replace  the  gaslight  system  throughout  the 
city.  However,  Cliff  street  is  a  short  street  cutting 
through  from  Washington  street  to  Warren  street. 
A  lot  of  traffic  goes  through  there  at  night.  I 
think  a  situation  like  that  could  be  remedied  there 
quicker  than  on  other  streets  in  the  city. 

The  order  was  passed  under  suspension  of  the 
rule. 


ACCEPTANCE     OF     RANGELEY     STREET, 
WARD    16. 

Coun.  FISH  offered  the  following: 

Ordered,  That  the  Board  of  Street  Commis- 
sioners be  requested,  through  his  Honor  the  Mayor, 
to  accept  and  lay  out  the  unaccepted  portion  of 
Rangeley  street  (approximately  200)  in  the  Ward  16 
section  of  Dorchester. 

Passed  under  suspension  of  the  rule. 


LIFEGUARDS  AT  CHARLES  RIVER  BEACH 
AND  NORTH  END  PARK. 

Coun.  RUSSO  offered  the  following: 
Ordered,  That  the  Commissioner  of  the  Boston 
Park  Department  be  requested,  through  his  Honor 
the  Mayor,  to  assign  a  sufficient  number  of  life- 
guards at  the  Charles  River  Beach  and  the  North 
End  Park  to  guard  the  life  and  safety  of  the  large 
number  of  bathers  who  use  these  locations  during 
the  summer  months. 

Passed  under  suspension  of  the  rule. 


SPRINKLING   OF   WARD   3   STREETS. 

Coun.  RUSSO  offered  the  following: 
Ordered,    That    the    Commissioner    of    Public 
Works  be  requested,  through  his  Honor  the  Mayor, 
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to  have  sprinklers  water  the  streets  of  Ward  ;s 
during  the  coming  summer  months, 

Coun.  RUSSO  We  are  approaching  the  summer 
months.  I  fee]  we  ought  to  give  sufficient  time  to 
the  Public  Works  Commissioner  to  put  into  opera- 
tion this  coming  summer  the  sprinkler  .system 
That  is.  to  sec  that  the  streets  of  our  city  arc 
watered  daily  by  the  sprinkler  so  that  the  dust  and 
refuse    will    not    be    blown    around    by    the    wind, 

hindering  the  life  and  safety  of  the  public.  1  read 
recently  an  article  in  a  Boston  newspaper  stating 
the  condition  of  the  streets  of  the  North  End  is 
bad.  1  am  nappy  to  agree,  because  it  only  makes 
me  stronger  in  my  arguments  which  I  have  offered 

in  this  Body  for  the  past  six  years.  There  has  mil 
been  one  week  that  has  gone  by  but  I  have  called 
attention  to  the  conditions  of  our  streets,  and  in 
particular  the  condition  of  the  streets  of  my  ward. 
I  am  sure  something  has  to  be  done.  I  am  only 
wondering  if  the  Public  Works  Commissioner 
would  give  it  proper  consideration,  knowing  that 
the  streets  of  our  city  are  filled  with  cars  that  are 
parked  from  morning  until  night.  Naturally,  the 
sweepers  that  might  be  used  in  our  streets  cannot 
do  the  job  they  are  supposed  to  do.  I  am  wonder- 
ing whether  it  would  not  be  advisable  to  have  six 
or  eight  or  ten  men  in  our  district  go  around  with 
carts  and  sweep  the  streets.  Then  there  will  not  be 
all  that  refuse  and  dirt  and  what-have-you,  letting 
the  public  view  that  condition.  Something  has  to 
be  done,  especially  in  the  North  End.  Mr.  Presi- 
dent, you  and  I  know  that  during  the  summer 
months  we  will  have  thousands  of  visitors  from  all 
over  the  country  coming  into  that  section  to  see 
our  historic  city.  I  maintain,  Mr.  President, 
everywhere  I  have  gone,  to  organizations  and  every- 
where I  have  had  an  opportunity  to  speak,  that  we 
need  the  cooperation  of  the  people  just  the  same  as 
we  need  the  cooperation  of  the  city  departments. 
I  maintain  that  the  city  departments  must  see  that 
they  do  their  share  in  keeping  our  streets  clean. 
WThile  time  and  time  again,  as  I  stated  before,  I 
speak  about  these  conditions  that  have  existed  in 
my  district,  I  wonder  how  many  times  I  have 
spoken  to  this  Body  here  to  bring  to  your  attention 
the  congested  area  of  that  section  of  my  ward.  We 
have  not  the  proper  facilities  in  the  ward.  We  do 
not  have  a  community  center.  We  do  not  have  a 
municipal  building.  Still,  his  Honor  the  Mayor 
fifteen  years  ago  said  that  the  North  End  and 
Ward  3  needed  more  playgrounds  because  it  is  one 
of  the  most  congested  areas  of  our  city.  What  has 
been  done?  We  need  housing.  I  have  not  seen 
anything  up  to  the  present  time  that  his  Honor  the 
Mayor  promised  to  the  people  of  the  North  End. 
He  said  he  would  give  better  facilities,  more  play- 
grounds, and  that  he  would  keep  our  streets  clean. 
Well,  I  want  to  find  out  when  he  is  going  to  start 
and  keep  his  promises. 

The  order  was  passed  under  suspension  of  the 
rule. 


INVESTIGATION  OF  DEMONSTRATION  AT 
MICHELANGELO  SCHOOL. 

Coun.  RUSSO  offered  the  following: 
Ordered,  That  the  Boston  School  Committee, 
through  his  Honor  the  Mayor,  be  requested  to  con- 
duct an  investigation  into  the  cause  of  the  recent 
strike  demonstration  at  the  Michelangelo  School. 
Coun.  RUSSO — A  strike  took  place  in  the  North 
End  at  the  Michelangelo  School,  and  I  would  like 
to  find  out  the  cause  of  it,  Mr.  President.  I,  for 
one,  do  not  subscribe  to  the  view  that  the  children 
of  our  schools  have  the  right  to  take  the  law  in 
their  own  hands.  However,  Mr.  President,  I 
would  like  to  find  out  the  cause.  I  am  wondering 
if  the  cause  is  not  that  perhaps  they  did  not  have 
sufficient  time  for  lunch  hours.  That  is  something 
that  the  School  Committee  ought  to  look  into,  not 
only  at  the  Michelangelo  School,  but  throughout 
our  schools  and  throughout  the  entire  system  of  our 
schools.  There  have  been  many  rumors,  and  I  do 
not  heed  those  rumors,  Mr.  President.  That  is 
why  I  am  asking  that  a  thorough  investigation 
be  made  and  a  report  be  given.  That  is  why  I  went 
to  the  Michelangelo  School  and  urged  the  boys  and 
girls  to  go  back  to  school,  to  give  us  an  opportunity 
ti>  investigate,  so  that  a  report  could  be  made.  I 
know,  Mr.  President,  that  perhaps  the  people  of 
our  city  and  the  entire  nation  might  misconstrue 
the  actions  of  the  children  of  the  Michelangelo 
School.  I  know  that  they  are  living  in  conditions 
that  should  be  improved.  As  I  stated,  our  housing 
conditions  are  one  fault.  We  of  the  city  government 
ought  to  do  something  to  induce  the  Federal  Gov- 


ernment, in  conjunction  with  the  slate  and  city 

governments,  to  see  that  the  i pie  receive  propet 

facilities.  We  have  many  young  men,  Mr.  Presi- 
dent., and  many  fathers  of  these  boys  and  girls  who 
go  to  that  school  who  have  given  their  all  in  order 
to  teach  to  the  world  the  difference  between  tol- 
erance and  Intolerance.  Some  of  them  paid  dearly 
with  their  own  lives.  That  is  why,  Mr.  President, 
I,  for  one,  would  like  to  have  a  thorough  investiga- 
tion to  find  out  the  cause  of  such  a  strike.  I  am 
hopeful  that  the  School  Committee  will  investigate 
thoroughly  and  find  out  if  it  would  not  be  advisable 
to  have  a  cafeteria  in  the  school.  All  of  these  things 
add  up  and  have  some  bearing  in  the  reaction  of 
our  children.  A  few  weeks  ago  I  asked  that  the 
Building  Commissioner  make  a  report  as  to  the 
physical  condition  of  the  North  Bennet  Street 
Bath  House.  The  report  came  back  that  it  needed 
some  repairing,  not  only  outside  but  inside,  and 
that  at  the  most  it  could  hold  about  220  individuals, 
or  so.  What  are  we  going  to  do  with  the  rest  of  the 
thousands  that  we  have  there?  These  things  do 
add  up  to  bring  about  what  took  place  last  week. 
I  do  not  know  what  prompted  the  action,  but  I 
would  like  to  find  out,  and  have  a  definite  answer 
on  the  cause  of  the  condition  of  what  took  place 
last  week  at  the  Michelangelo  School.  I  hope  this 
order  is  passed. 

The  order  was  passed  under  suspension  of  the 
rule. 


REPORT  OF  COMMITTEE  ON  PUBLIC 
LANDS. 

Coun.  MORIARTY,  for  the  Committee  on 
Public  Lands,  submitted  the  following: 

Report  on  message  of  the  Mayor  and  order 
(referred  December  17,  1945)  for  sale  of  Fire  Sta- 
tion 17,  Harrison  avenue,  land  and  building — that 
same  ought  to  pass. 

The  report  was  accepted,  and  the  question 
came  on  the  passage  of  the  order. 

Coun.  RUSSO — Mr.  President,  I  am  not  oppos- 
ing this  particular  order  at  the  present  time 
because  I  am  opposed  to  a  hospital  being  built  on 
this  land.  I  am  opposing  it  because  I  have  not 
had  sufficient  assurance  that  the  fire  house  that 
was  on  this  particular  parcel  of  land,  and  has  been 
removed,  is  going  to  insure  that  section  sufficient 
fire  protection.  I  say  that,  if  we  do  not  pass  this 
order  today,  we  are  not  holding  up  the  program 
of  this  hospital  to  continue  erecting  or  making 
plans  for  the  erection  of  such  a  hospital.  This 
land  is  being  sold  for  $15,000.  I  do  not  know 
whether  or  not  that  is  a  fair  and  reasonable  price 
that  the  city  ought  to  sell  that  parcel  of  land 
for.  I  say  there  was  a  committee  meeting  that 
was  held  last  week.  I  believe  it  had  no  quorum. 
As  I  understand,  the  committee  has  only  met  this 
morning  in  the  Mayor's  office.  I  wonder  if  we 
are  going  to  abide  by  our  decision  in  the  Mayor's 
office  or  are  we  going  to  abide  by  our  decision  in 
our  committee  meeting.  I  was  not  called  into 
the  Mayor's  office.  This  particular  parcel  of  land 
is  in  my  district.  So  I  move,  Mr.  President,  that 
the  report  be  referred  to  the  Executive  Committee. 

President  KELLY — Councilor  Russo  moves  the 
matter  be  referred  to  the  Executive  Committee. 
Talking  on  the  motion,  Councilor  Moriarty. 

Coun.  MORIARTY— Mr.  President,  the  usual 
prevailing  deference  that  is  accorded  councilors 
when  they  have  a  matter  pertaining  to  their 
particular  ward  was  likewise  given  to  the  coun- 
cilor from  Ward  3  (Coun.  Russo).  This  particular 
subject  requires  a  little  history  for  the  greater 
enlightenment  of  the  Council  Body.  So  I  will 
take  myself  back  to  December  11,  1945.  This 
order  was  submitted  then  under  a  thoroughly 
different  administration  from  that  which  prevails 
today.  It  sought  the  purchase  of  an  abandoned 
fire  barn.  The  Fire  Commissioner  of  the  then 
administration  had  investigators  with  longevity , 
in  the  service  make  a  survey  of  the  practicability 
of  relocating  that  abandoned  fire  house.  They 
did  rehouse  the  apparatus  elsewhere.  In  the  Fire 
Commissioner's  report  he  points  out  that  the  area 
has  been  given  adequate  fire  coverage  and  fire 
prevention  protection.  He  advises  the  sale  of 
the  land.  The  Commissioner  then  called  in  a 
private  appraiser.  The  appraiser's  price  was 
$15,000,  which  was  considered  extremely  fair. 
With  the  change  of  administration  the  attorney 
for  the  Pratt  Memorial  interceded  with  me  on  one 
occasion  to  get  a  committee  meeting.  He  pointed 
out  to  me  privately  the  advantage  of  disposing 
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of  this  parcel  of  land  on  adjacent  property  which 
had  been  bought  up  by  the  Pratt  Memorial 
Foundation.  One  parcel  of  land  interfered  with 
their  program.  We  then  called  a  formal  com- 
mittee meeting  at  which  we  had  a  quorum.  The 
quorum  concluded  that  it  was  advisable  to  sell. 
However,  as  I  say,  we  delayed  in  deference  to  the 
councilor  of  that  ward,  who  wanted  to  make  a 
personal  survey.  This  was  back  in  January  of 
this  year,  I  dare  say  two  months  ago.  He  wanted 
to  make  a  personal  survey  to  determine  whether 
there  was  adequate  fire  coverage.  Therefore,  we 
laid  the  matter  on  the  table.  Attorney  Quarles 
consulted  me  at  a  later  date.  Another  committee 
meeting  was  called.  No  further  action  was 
taken  in  deference  to  the  councilor  from  that 
ward.  Last  week  we  called  another  meeting. 
Admittedly,  there  was  no  quorum.  However, 
it  would  have  been  repetitious  to  go  over  this 
matter.  The  most  thoroughly  adverse  person  on 
this  subject  is  the  councilor  from  that  particular 
ward.  What  his  hostility  is,  I  do  not  know. 
However,  here  is  an  undertaking,  a  project  for  the 
good  of  all  of  us  and  not  a  particular  group.  It  is 
a  coverage  ofNall.  This  hospital  will  maintain 
certain  charitable  features.  I  dare  say  on  one 
occasion  or  another  we  are  going  to  tax  that 
charity.  I  dare  say  the  councilor  from  Ward  3 
(Coun.  Russo)  will  intercede  for  some  of  his 
constituents  at  one  time  or  another  for  that 
charity.  Yesterday  I  happened,  on  an  unhappy 
occasion,  to  be  in  the  City  Hospital.  God  knows, 
if  we  need  any  more  hospitalization,  a  visit  to  the 
City  Hospital  will  prove  it.  The  commencement 
of  building  and  the  commencement  of  the  program 
depends  upon  the  availability  of  the  materials 
and  the  acquisition  of  this  parcel  of  land.  I  .say 
here  is  a  matter,  gentlemen,  that  affects  us  all. 
The  councilor  from  the  particular  ward  has  had 
more  than  sufficient  time  to  make  his  survey  to 
see  that  this  particular  area  has  adequate  fire 
coverage.  For  the  purpose  of  the  record,  I  would 
like  to  read  into  it  the  Fire  Commissioner's  report. 
The  first  paper,  signed  by  John  I.  Fitzgerald,  Fire 
Commissioner,  is  rather  lengthy.  I  will  point 
out  the  pertinent  remarks. 

"As  far  as  the  Fire  Department  is  concerned,  it 
will  be  necessary  to  place  Ladder  Company  17  in 
the  quarters  of  our  Broadway  Fire  Station,  at 
194  Broadway,  which  is  a  few  hundred  yards 
away.  In  the  postwar  period,  it  would  be  desirable 
to  combine  this  company,  Ladder  17,  with  Engine 
Company  7,  now  located  on  East  street  near  the 
South  Station,  in  a  new  location  on  Kneeland 
street  near  our  High  Pressure  Station.  In  this 
way  Engine  7  and  Ladder  17  would  be  ideally 
located  for  serving  the  retail  district,  the  shoe  and 
leather  district  and  the  garment  industry. 

"According  to' the  last  records  we  have  avail- 
able, the  quarters  of  Ladder  House  17  cover  an 
area  of  land  of  2,134  feet.  The  building  was  con- 
structed in  1890  and  is  of  first  class  construction." 

There  is  a  further  report  by  Fire  Commissioner 
Russell  Codman,  Jr.  As  I  said  earlier,  Mr.  Presi- 
dent, it  is  not  just  the  Fire  Commissioner's  state- 
ment that  acquaints  us  with  this  knowledge. 
They  must  assign  inspectors,  men  of  longtime 
service,  who  say  that  the  area  is  well  covered. 
They  know  the  area.  Here  are_  some  of  the 
pertinent  remarks  of  Fire  Commissioner  Codman: 

"Inasmuch  as  this  piece  of  land  is  now  a  part 
of  the  hospital  program,  I  believe  the  over-all 
interests  of  the  City  of  Boston  are  better  served  by 
incorporating  this  site  into  the  hospital  property 
than  retaining  it  by  the  Fire  Department." 

Therefore,  Mr.  President,  I,  as  chairman  of  the 
committee,  and  the  rest  of  the  committee  members 
submit  to  the  Council  Body  the  hope  that  this  will 
pass  today  so  that  there  will  be  the  prospect  of 
submitting  it  next  week. 

President  KELLY — The  question  is  on  referring 
the  matter  to  the  Executive  Committee.  '■' 

Coun.  MUCHNICK — I  wish  to  concur  with 
what  has  just  been  said  by  the  councilor  from 
Ward  11  (Coun.  Moriarty).  Within  the  past 
couple  of  weeks  I  had  occasion  to  discuss  with  the 
Mayor  certain  problems  concerning  the  city. 
While  it  is  usual  in  a  matter  to  check  with  the 
councilor  of  the  ward,  and  to  give  way  to  him  in 
most  instances,  this  is  not  a  matter  that  affects 
only  the  third  ward  of  Boston.  The  Pratt  Hos- 
pital Dispensary  services  not  only  the  people  of 
Boston  but  the  people  of  New  England.  It  is 
essential  that  the  hospital  begin  enlarging  its 
facilities  as  soon  as  possible.  I  was  assured  by 
the  Mayor  that  the  fire  protective  facilities  would 
be  taken  care  of  so  that  the  district  would  have  the 


adequate  fire  protection  that  all  districts  in  the 
city  should  have.  The  nub  of  the  whole  situation 
is  stated  in  the  last  sentence  that  Councilor 
Moriarty  read  from  Commissioner  Codman's 
letter,  that  for  the  over-all  benefit  of  the  people 
of  Boston  it  is  much  more  important  to  give  up 
this  particular  fire  house  and  give  the  property 
to  the  hospital.  I  urge  that  this  matter  be  acted 
upon  favorably  now  instead  of  being  stalled  longer 
in  Executive  or  in  any  other  committee. 

President  KELLY — The  question  comes  on 
reference  of  this  matter  to  the  Executive 
Committee. 

Coun.  RUSSO — I  wish  to  impress  on  the  coun- 
cilor that  the  City  Council  cannot  help  the  progress 
of  the  hospital  because,  first  of  all,  Mr.  Quarles, 
attorney  for  the  Bingham  Associates,  and  one  of 
the  trustees  of  this  new  corporation  said  they 
were  waiting  to  be  incorporated  or,  as  I  under- 
stand it,  they  have  been  incorporated  only  last 
week.  At  the  last  meeting  held  by  the  committee, 
at  which  there  were  only  two  members  present,  I 
asked  Mr.  Quarles  if  this  needed  immediate  action. 
He  said  't  was  not  needed  at  the  present  time. 
They  were  waiting  for  a  certain  parcel  of  land 
that  they  were  trying  to  purchase  adjacent  to  this 
property.  It  is  owned  privately.  Putting  it  in 
his  words,  he  said,  "They  are  holding  us  up  and 
we  are  willing  to  pay  .$35,000  for  this  other  parcel 
of  land  which  is  owned  privately."  If  Mr.  Quarles 
made  that  statement,  the  order  does  not  need 
immediate  action.  I  do  not  see  any  reason  why 
we  should  act  on  this  here  today.  I,  for  one, 
would  like  to  make  certain  that  the  people  of  that 
district  will  have  sufficient  fire  protection.  I  do 
not  know,  Mr.  President,  that  I  have  all  the — 
shall  I  say  faith? — in  these  men  who  are  going  to 
be  in  charge  of  this  hospital,  that  they  will  give 
to  the  poor  of  our  city  and  give  them  the  proper 
attention.  But,  however,  Mr.  President,  don't 
you  think  it  is  fair  that  I,  as  one  of  the  represent- 
atives of  a  part  of  the  City  of  Boston,  should  be 
assured  that  at  least  the  people  who  live  in  that 
vicinity  will  be  assured  proper  fire  protection? 
I  ask  that  the  Fire  Commissioner  be  invited  to 
appear  before  the  committee.  He  sent  a  letter 
that  he  had  to  go  elsewhere  for  the  Mayor  of  the 
City  of  Boston,  and  it  made  it  impossible  for  him 
to  appear.  I  am  not  asking  for  anything.  I  am 
not  trying  to  delay.  But  the  matter  of  delay 
does  not  hinder  the  program  of  this  particular 
corporation  or  the  trustees.  That  is  why  I  ask 
that  it  be  brought  into  the  Executive  Committee 
today. 

Coun.  MUCHNICK— Mr.  President. 

President  KELLY — Speaking  on  the  motion  to 
refer  to  the  Executive  Committee. 

Coun.  MUCHNICK — I  do  not  want  to  appear 
here  in  what  may  be  a  false  light,  protecting  the 
Mayor  of  Boston  or  bearing  cudgels  in  his  behalf. 
But  I  do  want  it  distinctly  understood  I  discussed 
this  particular  matter  at  length  with  him — this 
particular  piece  of  property  to  which  the  councilor 
from  the  third  district  (Coun.  Russo)  refers  as 
holding  up  the  entire  transaction.  According  to 
what  the  Mayor  told  me,  the  hospital  has  bought 
this  property  from  the  private  individuals  con- 
cerned, and  the  price  and  terms  have  been  agreed 
upon. 

Coun.  RUSSO — Will  the  gentleman  yield  for  a 
question? 

Coun.  MUCHNICK— Yes. 

Coun.  RUSSO— Mr.  President,  I  would  like  to 
ask  through  you  if  the  gentleman  knows  when 
this  property  was  purchased,  if  it  has  been 
purchased? 

Coun.  MUCHNICK— I  was  informed  by  his 
Honor  the  Mayor  two  weeks  ago  yesterday  that 
the  property  had  been  sold  by  these  people  to  the 
hospital  for  the  sum  of  $35,000  after  considerable 
negotiations,  and  that  the  matter  was  a  completed 
transaction.  It  was  just  a  question  of  title 
reference  and  title  checking.  I  do  not  know 
whether  that  has  been  done.  If  it  has  not  been 
done,  three  weeks  is  ample  time  for  counsel  for  the 
hospital  to  check  the  title. 

Coun.  RUSSO — I  would  like  to  ask  another 
question  instead  of  going  into  a  lengthy  discussion. 

President  KELLY — Will  you  yield  for  another 
question? 

Coun.  MUCHNICK— Surely. 

Coun.  RUSSO — Does  he  know  of  his  own 
knowledge  when  and  if  this  land  is  purchased? 
That  is  all  I  am  asking.  I  would  like  to  have  an 
answer  if  he  does  know, 

Coun.  MUCHNICK— Mr.  President,  I  have  not 
checked  the  title.     I  do  not  know  if  the  title  has 
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changed  hands.  If  it  has  changed  hands, I  do 
not  know  whether  it  has  been  recorded.  I  am 
merely  passing  along  what  the  Mayor  of  Boston 
told  me  two  weeks  ago.  It  seems  to  me  the 
Mayor  of  Boston  would  have  no  reason  to  toll  me 
an  untruth  about  that  matter  or  any  other  matter. 
In  \  iew  of  my  previous  remarks  and  the  questions 
and  in  view  of  the  remarks  made  by  Councilor 
.Moriarty  and  more  especially  in  view  of  the  need, 
1   urge  we  clean  this  up  now. 

Coun.  MORIARTY — The  councilor  from  Ward 
3  (Coun.  Russo),  as  I  said  earlier,  has  been  at  all 
tinu-s  acquainted  with  what  is  going  on.  Attorney 
Quarles  on  his  visits  brought  over  tentative  and 
preliminary  layouts  and  blueprint  plans.  If 
this  whole  parcel  of  land  were  not  acquired,  it 
still  would  not  interfere  with  the  construction  of 
the  building.  They  could  very  well  circumvent 
it.  This  particular  parcel  of  land  is  on  a  corner 
and  is  to  be  used  particularly  for  decorative  pur- 
poses. It  is  not  a  component  part  of  the  project. 
Therefore,  they  could  very  well  circumvent  that 
particular  parcel  of  land.  However,  along  with 
the  councilor  from  Ward  14  (Coun.  Muchnick), 
I,  too,  have  been  assured  by  the  Mayor  that  the 
parcel  of  land  in  question  has  been  purchased  by 
the  Pratt  Memorial  Foundation. 

President  KELLY — The  question  comes  on 
referring  the  matter  to  the  Executive  Committee. 

Coun.  RUSSO — I,  too,  was  assured  two  or 
three  weeks  ago  by  his  Honor  the  Mayor  that 
the  property  had  been  purchased  by  the  Pratt 
Hospital.  However,  I  would  like  to  ask  the  coun- 
cilor from  Ward  11  (Coun.  Moriarty)  if  he  did 
not  hear  Mr.  Quarles  in  the  last  committee  meet- 
ing only  a  week  ago  state  thet  they  had  not  bought 
up  to  that  time  this  particular  parcel  of  land. 
That  is  what  I  am  trying  to  impress  on  you. 
It  is  not  a  speedy  problem  that  we  have  to  act  on 
today.     There   is   nothing   being  delayed. 

Coun.  MORIARTY— The  crux  of  my  state- 
ment is  that  even  if  it  were  not  purchased,  this 
hospital  could  go  along  and  start  construction 
without  it.  It  is  not  a  component  part  of  the 
project.  It  is  to  be  used  purely  for  decorative 
purposes.  The  councilor  from  Ward  3  (Coun. 
Russo)  saw  the  preliminary  layout  and  blueprint 
plans.  It  does  in  no  way  interfere  with  the  overall 
project. 

President  KELLY — The  question  comes  on 
referring  the  matter  to  the  Executive  Committee. 

Coun.  RUSSO — I  am  wondering  if  the  councilor 
from  Ward  11  (Coun.  Moriarty)  would  inform 
the  Council  in  so  far  as  the  blueprint  was  con- 
cerned that  was  shown  to  us,  if  on  the  blueprint 
they  have  or  have  not  included  this  particular 
parcel  of  land  they  are  trying  to  buy  which  has 
not  been  bought  up  to  this  time,  outside  the  fire 
house. 

Coun.  MORIARTY— I  have  just  stated- 
how  clear  I  can  make  it  to  him  I  do  not  know — 
it  has  been  included,  but  it  is  not  going  to  be  a 
component  part  of  the  project.  These  people 
are  pure  hold-up  men.  They  have  driven  the 
Pratt  Memorial  people  to  the  wall  by  establishing 
the  S35.000  price.     They  evidently  got  it. 

President  KELLY — The  question  comes  on 
referring  the  matter  to  the  Executive  Committee. 

Coun.  SULLIVAN — I  am  wondering  if  the 
chairman  of  the  committee  or  any  member  of  the 
council  or  the  councilor  from  Ward  14  (Coun. 
Muchnick)  could  inform  us  what  is  the  great 
difference  between  the  $15,000  being  offered  to 
the  city  and  this  other  parcel  of  land  they  are 
paying  $35,000  for?  Is  it  that  the  city  has  no 
building  on  that  land  and  the  other  parcel  has? 
Or  is  it  the  amount  of  land  in  square  feet  on  each 
of  these  parcels? 

Coun.  MORIARTY — It  is  now  an  abandoned 
fire  barn.  I  do  not  know  the  area.  It  is  on  the 
order.     It  is  by  far  a  smaller  parcel  of  land. 

President  KELLY — I  am  informed  by  the  City 
Clerk  it  is  approximately  2,100  feet. 

Coun.  MUCHNICK— On  the  other,  I  do  not 
know.  It  is  not  city  business.  We  have  no 
information  as  to  that.  Mr.  Quarles  does  have  it. 
He  made  the  statistics  available  to  us. 

President  KELLY — The  question  comes  on 
referring  the  matter  to  the  Executive  Committee. 

Coun.  SULLIVAN— My  questions  were  not 
answered. 

Coun  MUCHNICK— I  can  throw  a  little  light 
on  it.  It  is  my  understanding  that  the  private 
owners  of  the  property  have  land  that  is  somewhat 
larger  than  the  city's  property.  It  is  also  my 
understanding  that  the  rjrivate  property  is  a 
piece   of   corner   property  fronting  on   two  streets 


which  from  a  real  estate  point  of  view  makes 
it  a  little  more  valuable.  It  is  further  my  under- 
standing that  the  private  property  contains  a 
store  and  some  dwellings,  I  think,  which  of  course, 
are  more  valuable  in  the  open  market  than  an 
abandoned  fire  house.  The  city  also  wanted  to 
get  the  regular  appraised  value  for  its  land.  The 
private  people  thought  they  were  in  a  position  to 
get  a  little  more  due  to  the  great  need  and  tack  the 
tariff  on  a  little  bit. 

Coun.  SULLIVAN— Is  it  worth  that  $20,000 
difference?  Wo  are  dealing  here  with  the  tax- 
payers' money.  If  one  can  get  $35,000,  I  do  not 
see  why  the  city  cannot  get  a  little  more.  The 
difference  in  the  two  pieces  of  property  should  not 
be  worth  that  much,  $20,000. 

Coun.  MUCHNICK— It  is  my  feeling  that  if  the 
city  wanted  to  go  into  the  speculative  real  estate 
business,  they  could  say  to  the  Pratt  Memorial 
Foundation,  "We  will  not  sell  unless  we  can  get 
$50,000  or  $75,000  or  $100,000."  By  hard, 
shrewd  trading,  we  could  do  it.  It  does  not  seem 
to  me  it  is  the  city's  legal  obligation  or  moral 
obligation,  particularly  when  the  residents  of 
Boston  will  be  among  those  who  are  benefited 
by  the  erection  of  the  additional  facilities,  to  do 
such  a  thing.  I  would  not  feel  at  all  badly  if  in 
return  for  the  future  expected  facilities  of  a  medical 
nature  that  will  be  given  to  the  citizens  of  Boston 
the  Mayor  and  the  City  Council  of  Boston 
gave  this  property  to  the  Pratt  Memorial  Foun- 
dation people  without  any  charge  whatsoever. 

President  KELLY — The  question  comes  on 
referring  the  matter  to  the  Executive  Committee. 
It  is  not  a  vote. 

Coun.  RUSSO — I  doubt  the  vote  and  ask  for  a 
roll  call. 

The  roll  was  called,  and  the  motion  to  refer  to 
the  Executive  Committee  was  lost,  yeas  5,  nays  14: 

Yeas — Coun.  Bayley,  Chase,  Keenan,  Russo, 
Sullivan — 5. 

Nays — Coun.  Bryan,  Cantwell,  Carey,  Cook, 
Fish,  Hannon,  Hurley,  Kelly,  Kinsella,  Lane, 
Madden,    McCormack,   Moriarty,   Muchnick — 14. 

The  question  came  on  the  passage  of  the  order, 
and  the  roll  was  called.  The  order  wps  given  its 
first  reading  and  passage,  yeas  15,  nays  3: 

Yeas — Coun.  Bayley,  Bryan,  Cantwell,  Carey, 
Cook,  Fish,  Hannon,  Hurley,  Kelly,  Kinsella, 
Lane,  Madden,  McCormsck,  Moriarty,  Much- 
nick— 15. 

Nays — Coun.  Chase,  Keenan,  Russo — 3. 


REPORT  OF  COMMITTEE  ON  CLAIMS. 

Coun.  CAREY,  for  the  Committee  on  Claims, 
submitted  the  following: 

Report  on  petition  of  Paul  Wilkening  (referred 
March  4)  to  be  reimbursed  for  amount  of  execu- 
tion issued  against  him  on  account  of  his  acts  as 
operator  of  motor  vehicle  belonging  to  Police 
Department  —  recommending  passage  of  accom- 
panying order: 

Ordered,  That  the  sum  of  one  hundred  sixty 
dollars  ($160)  be  allowed  and  paid  to  Paul  Wilken- 
ing in  reimbursement  for  amount  of  execution 
issued  against  him  on  account  of  his  acts  as  a 
member  of  the  Police  Department,  said  sum  to  be 
charged  to  the  Contingent  Fund. 

Report  on  petition  of  Biaggi  Germano  (referred 
March  19)  to  be  reimbursed  for  amount  of  execu- 
tion issued  against  him  on  pecount  of  his  acts  as 
operator  of  motor  apparatus  belonging  to  Fire 
Department  —  recommending  passage  of  accom- 
panying order; 

Ordered,  That  the  sum  of  four  hundred  six 
dollars  and  fifteen  cents  ($406.15)  be  allowed 
and  paid  to  Biaggi  Germano  in  reimbursement  for 
amount  of  execution  issued  against  him  on  account 
of  his  acts  as  a  member  of  the  "Fire  Department, 
said  sum  to  be  charged  to  the.  Contingent  Fund. 

Reports  accepted;    said  orders  passed. 


REPAVING  OF  CERTAIN  WARD  19 
STREETS. 

Coun.  McCORMACK  offered  the  following: 
Ordered,  That  the  Public  Works  Commissioner 
be  requested,  through  his  Honor  the  Mayor, 
to  repave  Eliot  street  and  Lamartine  street,  in  the 
Jamaica  Plain  section  of  Ward  19,  and  Firth  road 
in  the  Roslindale  section  of  Ward  19. 
Passed  under  suspension  of  the  rule. 
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PLAYGROUND  AT    CORNER  OF  CANTER- 
BURY AND   POPLAR   STREETS. 

Coun.  McCORMACK  and  CANTWELL  offered 
the  following: 

Ordered,  That  his  Honor  the  Mayor  consider 
the  advisability  of  takingthe  property  located  at  the 
corner  of  Canterbury  and  Poplar  streets,  Ward 
19,  by  eminent  domain,  and  converting  same  into 
a  playground. 

Passed  under  suspension  of  the  rule. 


HEALTH      MENACE      ON      CANTERBURY 
STREET,   WARD    19. 

Coun.  McCORMACK  and  CANTWELL  offered 
the  following: 

Ordered,  That  the  Health  Commissioner  be 
requested,  through  his  Honor  the  Mayor,  to 
take  immediate  steps  to  correct  the  health  menace 
in  the  open  field  which  is  inundated  with  four 
feet  of  water,  located  at  the  corner  of.  Canterbury 
and  Poplar  streets,  Ward  19. 

Passed  under  suspension  of  the  rule. 


NEW   FIRE   HOUSE,   WARD   20. 

Coun.  BRYAN  offered  the  following: 
Ordered,  That  the  Fire  Commissioner  be  re- ' 
quested,  through  his  Honor  the  Mayor,  to  take 
the  necessary  steps  for  the  immediate  erection 
of  a  new  fire  house  at  Washington  street  and  the 
Parkway,  Ward  20,  the  proposed  construction  of 
which  has  been  pending  for  some  time. 

Coun.  HANNON — Talking  on  the  motion  to 
pass  on  suspension  of  the  rule,  I  think  that  this 
order  is  the  subject  of  a  loan  order  which  was  ap- 
proved by  this  Council  about  a  year  ago  in  con- 
junction with  other  little  matters,  one  of  which 
was  a  gymnasium  for  South  Boston,  another  one 
of  which  was  a  municipal  building  for  Mission 
Hill,  and  the  most  important  of  which,  to  my 
knowledge,  was  a  bath  house  at  Savin  Hill  Beach. 
These  four  items  have  been  bandied  back  and 
forth  for  over  a  year.  Sometimes  it  gets  your 
goat  when  you  read  in  the  paper  or  listen  to  all 
these  orations  of  what  is  going  to  be  done  and 
what  work  is  going  to  be  provided.  We  provide 
money  for  these  projects  and  other  projects.  It 
was  done  over  a  year  ago.  Unbeknown  to  the 
councilor  from  Ward  20  (Coun.  Bryan),  I  was 
checking  up  on  that  very  thing  today.  I  am 
checking  up  on  the  law  on  the  matter,  too.  When 
we  subscribed  to  that  loan,  we  subscribed  to  it 
for  those  specific  purposes.  I  intend  to  see  to  it 
that  in  my  district  we  get  the  full  benefit  out  of 
the  money  borrowed  for  the  specific  intent  of  con- 
structing a  bath  house  at  Savin  Hill  Beach.  I  am 
sick  and  tired  of  reading  and  listening  to  the  many 
acts  that  are  going  to  be  accomplished,  to  the 
many  projects  that  are  going  to  be  started.  I 
really  think  we  ought  to  be  fair  to  the  public.  We 
ought  to  be  fair  to  the  veterans.  We  ought  to  get 
down  to  brass  tacks- and  start  things.  That  is 
one  reason  why  I  voted  for  the  construction  and 
sale  of  land  to  the  Pratt  Hospital.  I  think  private 
enterprise  will  go  ahead  quicker  than  we  will.  We 
read  every  day  in  the  paper  about  some  councilor 
here  or  some  representative  in  the  State  House 
endorsing  the  construction  of  a  garage  under 
Boston  Common.  That  is  all  right.  It  is  prob- 
ably a  worth-while  project.  But  I  think,  in  all 
sincerity,  it  is  time  for  action.  I  cannot  under- 
stand why  this  city  does  not  go  ahead  and  do 
something.  You  drive  out  through  the  country. 
There  are  private  homes  under  construction. 
Even  out  in  Newton  you  will  see  a  big  apartment 
block  under  construction.  Go  into  the"  smaller 
cities,  and  stores  are  being  erected.  In  Boston  I 
do  not  think  we  have  a  thing  under  construction. 
It  is  all  newspaper  talk.  The  necessity  for  the 
fire  station  was  brought  out  here  years  ago.  Ted 
Lyons  brought  it  out.  Shannon  brought  it  out. 
And  now  Councilor  Bryan  takes  up  the  cudgels. 
I  think  we  ought  to  build  these  things.  We  vote 
for  a  loan  order  because  we  are  told  it  is  necessary 
and  we  need  the  money,  and  the  project  should  go 
forward.  That  was  a  year  ago.  Yet  I  do  not 
think  any  one  of  the  four  projects  has  been  started. 
I  know  at  Savin  Hill  they  sent  an  engineer  out 
there  and  made  soundings.  They  tested  the  piles 
of  the  old  bath  house.  They  even  engaged  an 
architectural  firm  to  draw  plans.     I  put  the  pic- 


tures and  plans  in  the  windows  of  the  various 
stores  out  there,  acting  in  good  faith.  Yet  two 
or  three  weeks  ago  I  received  back  a  letter  in 
answer  to  an  order  we  passed.  The  letter  was 
from  the  Park  Commissioner.  He  advised  me 
that  the  work  could  not  be  done  this  year.  If  it 
cannot  be  done,  why  did  they  take  the  money,  the 
loan  order?  If  that  is  true  on  my  project,  you 
will  probably  find  out  it  is  true  on  others.  The 
only  thing  I  am  fearful  of  is  this,  if  we  do  not  keep 
on  the  job,  if  we  keep  our  eyes  closed  to  the  sub- 
ject, we  will  wake  up  some  day  and  we  may  find 
that  the  money  for  which  we  gave  permission  f or 
the  city  to  borrow  for  those  specific  purposes,  that 
the  money  was  not  used  for  those  purposes.  We 
will  wake  up  some  morning  and  find  that  the 
money  in  some  mysterious  manner  has  been  used 
for  some  other  purpose.  The  same  thing  applies 
to  incinerators,  as  another  councilor  suggested. 
That  is  true;  we  appropriated  and  gave  approval 
for  a  $30,000  expenditure  for  plans  for  the  in- 
cinerator. Where  are  the  plans?  Where  is  the 
incinerator?  Most  important  of  all,  where  is  the 
$30,000?  In  the  same  way  we  have  been  reading 
for  years  now  of  this  super-duper  highway  going 
around  the  city.  They  have  so  many  plans;  each 
one  of  us  was  going  to  be  included.  One  route 
was  going  my  way,  and  another  one  your  way. 
There  were  more  routes  than  you  could  count. 
Here  we  are  after  the  war  is  over  for  a  year.  We 
find  out  nothing  has  been  started.  Evidently 
nothing  is  going  to  be  started,  unless  we  get  up 
here  week  after  week  and  insist  that  something  be 
started.  These  boys  coming  home  do  not  want 
to  be  living  on  $20  a  week.  That  $20  a  week  was 
all  right.  It  was  well  intended.  I  say  in  all  sin- 
cerity I  am  really  fearful  if  we  keep  giving  these 
boys  who  want  to  work  —  and  there  is  no  work  — 
if  we  keep  giving  them  $20  a  week  instead  of  help- 
ing them,  we  are  going  to  hurt  them.  I  hope  we 
soon  get  together  and  give  them  not  words,  not 
plans,  but  really,  in  a  honest-to-God  fashion,  give 
them  some  work. 

Coun.  KINSELLA— Mr.  President,  I  have  a  list 
of  some  things  that  happened  several  months  back 
in  Executive  Session  on  this  subject.  I  will  ask  the 
clerk  through  you  to  refresh  my  memory  and 
bring  us  up  to  date  —  the  old  councilors  and  the 
new  councilors — in  the  chronology  of  this  loan 
order.  Was  it  or  was  it  not  withdrawn  several 
months  ago  and  resubmitted  in  another  form? 

President  KELLY — It  was  submitted  to  us  one 
Monday  and  withdrawn  and  submitted  to  us 
again  with  additions,  and  we  passed  on  it. 

Coun.  KINSELLA — Isn't  this  the  order,  the 
loan  order  that  originally  contemplated  something 
in  Councilor  Carey's  ward  and  Councilor  Scannell's 
ward,  and  there  was  something  about  a  bath  house. 
The  total,  as  I  remember,  was  $525,000. 

President  KELLY — That  is  the  one,  councilor, 
which  you  refer  to. 

Coun.  KINSELLA — Does  the  clerk  inform  the 
Body,  Mr.  President,  that  after  the  withdrawal  we 
subsequently  approved  a  new  loan  order  for  that 
amount  or  an  additional  amount? 

President  KELLY — I  understand  from  the  City 
Clerk  the  first  one  was  $475,000  which  was  with- 
drawn. The  next  one  that  came  up  was  $525,000, 
which  this  Body  approved. 

Coun.  KINSELLA — Isn't  there  a  certain  sum 
like  $640,000  total?  I  thought  it  came  from 
$525,000  to  $640,000.    I  may  be  wrong. 

President  KELLY — The  clerk  cannot  remember 
the  exact  figures. 

Coun.  KINSELLA — I  think  Councilor  Hannon 
is  very  much  right  when  he  speaks  of  the  $21  a 
week  or  $20  a  week  or  whatever  these  young  fellows 
are  getting.  I  think  that  creates  a  terrific  pauper 
class  of  young  men.  Some  of  those  boys  are  re- 
quired to  support  a  family  on  $20  a  week.  The  920 
designation  is  the  laughingstock  of  America. 

Coun.  MUCHNICK—  Mr.  President,  a  point  of 
order.  I  do  not  believe  the  gentleman  is  speaking 
on  the  order. 

Coun.  KINSELLA— Mr.  President,  the  gentle- 
man is  speaking  on  a  feature  of  the  order. 

President  KELLY — Councilor  Kinsella  is  lead- 
ing up  to  it. 

Coun.  KINSELLA — I  will  submit  to  any  sug- 
gestions of  the  councilor  from  Ward  13  (Coun. 
Hannon)  or  ward  14  (Coun.  Muchnick),  so  that  I 
will  speak  on  the  things  that  please  him  only.  I 
repeat,  we  are  creating  a  terrific  pauper  class.  Yet 
it  is  true,  as  Councilor  Hannon  said,  unless  these 
pub'ic  projects  which  have  been  promised  are 
brought  to  fruition,  we  are  going  to  have  a  prob- 
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lam  on  our  hands  which  we  will  nol  be  able  bo 
handle.  We  had  a  demonstration  of  that  at  Faa- 
euil  Hall  the  other  day.  If  there  is  anybody  in  pub- 
lic life  stupid  enough  to  think  thai  he  is  dealing 
with  a  lot  of  nitwits,  he  has  another  thought  coming 

to  him.  We  have  these  publie  projoets  sponsored 
out  of  the  public  treasury,  for  which  the  author- 
izing body  sets  the  money  up.  If  they  do  nol  get 
going  on  them  fast,  we  will  have  a  chaotic  condi- 
tion here  that  promises  will  not  be  able  to  control. 
1  myself  was  present  at  an  executive  meeting  when 
we  were  advised  that  the  wisest  parliamentary 
thing  to  do  and  the  wisest  practical  thing  to  do  was 
to  withdraw  the  old  order  and  wait  for  the  sub- 
jion  of  the  new  one.  I  can  remember  that.  I 
do  not  remember  that  the  second  order  was  sub- 
mitted. If  the  record  shows  it  was,  then  to  whom 
shall  we  apply  for  action?  Is  that  money  available? 
Has  it  been  used  for  something  else?  Through  you, 
Mr.  President,  I  would  like  to  ask  the  clerk  to  tell 
us  where  we  can  go  to  find  out.  what  the  status  is 
of  that  loan  order  at  the  present  time. 

President  KELLY — I  am  going  to  refer  this 
order  to  Executive  Session,  Councilor  Bryan's 
order,  and  we  will  attempt  to  find  out  the  status 
of  the  money.  The  order  is  referred  to  Executive 
Session. 

Coun.  KINSELLA — Would  you  be  good  enough 
to  send  for  the  Auditor?  , 

Coun.  BRYAN — I  want  to  thank  Councilor 
Hannon  for  going  along  with  the  order.  My  posi- 
tion, as  far  as  the  fire  house  in  West  Roxbury 
goes',  runs  back  ten  years  through  civic  organiza- 
tions and  through  the  West  Roxbury  Joint  Plan- 
ning Board.  We  have  worked  in  behalf  of  new  fire 
protection  for  that  district.  In  the  past  fifteen 
years  the  West  Roxbury  district  increased  35  per 
cent  in  population.  Nothing  has  been  done  as  far 
as  more  police  and  fire  protection  is  concerned.  We 
have  had  many  bad  fires  out  there.  When  a  fire 
occurred  our  apparatus  was  found  fighting  grass 
fires  and  not  available  for  a  real  fire.  We  had  to 
depend  on  the  Fire  Department  at  Jamaica  Plain 
and  at  Roxbury  to  put  out  the  real  fires.  As  I 
said,  it  is  through  these  organizations  I  have 
worked.  I  have  had  two  meetings  with  former 
Mayor  Tobin  in  conjunction  with  the  West  Rox- 
bury Joint  Planning  Board,  representing  sixteen 
organizations  in  behalf  of  this  fire  house.  At  that 
time  Mayor  Tobin  told  this  committee  we  would 
nave  this  fire  house  as  soon  as  the  land  was  sold 
and  the  East  Boston  airport  was  taken  over  by  the 
state.  Later  on  we  had  another  meeting.  He  said 
we  would  have  $75,000  of  that  money.  We  were 
led  to  believe  at  that  time  the  money  was  available 
for  the  fire  house.  As  I  said,  I  have  done  a  lot  of 
work  through  ten  years  on  this  new  fire  house. 
I  believe  this  is  the  time  to  get  going.  We  have 
been  held  up  on  account  of  the  war,  and  I  believe 
that  now  the  materials  are  available.  I  think  the 
time  is  ripe  so  that  we  can  get  started  on  buildings 
some  of  these  buildings. 

President  KELLY  —  Councilor  Bryan  moves 
a  recess  for  the  purpose  of  going  into  Execu- 
tive Session. 


RECESS. 

On  motion  of  Coun.  Bryan  the  Council  took  a 
recess  at  3.35  p.  rn.,  subject  to  the  call  of  the  Chair. 
The  members  reassembled  and  were  called  to  order 
by  President  KELLY  at  4.30  p.  m. 


EXECUTIVE  COMMITTEE  REPORTS. 

President  KELLY — The  Council  will  be  in  order. 
We  will  have  the  report  of  the  Executive  Com- 
mittee. 

The  clerk  submitted  the  following: 

1.  Report  on  order  (referred  today)  that  the 
Fire  Commissioner  take  necessary  steps  for  imme- 
diate erection  of  a  new  fire  house  at  Washington 

et  and  the  Parkway,  Ward  20 — recommending 
that  same  ought  to  pass. 

The  report  was  accepted,  and  the  order  was 
passed, 

2.  Report  on  petition  of  Boston  American 
League  Baseball  Company  for  license  for  Sunday 
sports  at  Fenway  Park — recommending  that  the 
license  be  .granted. 

The  report  was  accepted,  and  the  question  came 
ou  the  granting  of  the  license. 


Coun.  MUCHNICK — For  many  reasons  which 
1  advanced  in  the  Executive  Committee,  most  of 
which  are  a  matter  of  record  in  the  meeting  last 
year  and  two  years  ago  when  the  same  matter 
came  up,  I  urge  that  this  license  be  denied.  I  do 
not  at  this  time  want  to  take  up  too  much  time 
of  the  Body  in  going  into  the  details  of  the  reasons 
all  over  again  unless  it  becomes  necessary  to  do  so. 
But  it  seems  to  me  that  the  arguments  that  were 
advanced  in  the  Executive  Committee  today,  and 
by  my  colleagues  and  by  myself  last  year  and  two 
years  ago,  are  irrefutable  and  should  sustain  the 
contention  that  this  license  should  at  this  time  be 
denied. 

President  KELLY — The  question  comes  on  the 
granting  of  the  license. 

"Coun.  COOK — Not  having  been  a  member  of 
the  Council  for  the  time  that  the  reasons  were 
advanced  by  the  councilor  from  Ward  14  (Coun. 
Muchnick)  last  year,  and  due  to  the  fact  that  many 
statements  were  made  the  truth  of  which  I  have 
no  way  of  ascertaining  without  talking  to  those 
who  are  familiar  with  the  questions  and  the  answers 
to  the  questions  that  may  be  proposed,  I  now  move 
that  this  license  application  be  laid  on  the  table 
for  a  week,  and  that,  the  manager  or  owner,  or  some 
other  person  having  the  knowledge  and  informa- 
tion, be  required  to  attend  aisession  of  the  Executive 
Meeting  to  answer  such  questions  as  may  be 
necessary. 

President  KELLY — The  question  comes  now 
on  laying  on  the  table  for  one  week.  It  is  not  a 
vote. 

Coun.  COOK — I  doubt  the  vote  and  ask  for  a 
roll  call. 

President  KELLY — Three  members  having 
joined,  the  clerk  will  call  the  roll. 

The  roll  was  called,  and  the  motion  to  lay  on  the 
table  for  one  week  was  lost,  yeas  3,  nays  13: 

Yeas — Coun.  Chase,  Cook,  Muchnick — 3. 

Nays — Coun.  Bayley,  Bryan,  Cantwell,  Fish, 
Hannon,  Hurley,  Keenan,  Kinsella,  Lane,  Mc- 
Cormack,  Moriarty,  Russo,  Scannell — 13. 

President  KELLY — The  question  is  on  the 
granting  of  the  license.     It  is  a  vote  and  so  ordered. 

Coun.  MUCHNICK— I  doubt  the  vote.  It  is 
my  understanding  the  usual  method  of  granting  a 
license  is  by  roll  call. 

President  KELLY — If  you  so  desire,  councilor. 

Coun.  MUCHNICK— I  understand  that  is  the 
usual  way  it  has  been  done  for  the  three  years  I 
have  been  here. 

President  KELLY — Only  on  request,  if  you  so 
desire. 

Coun  MUCHNICK— I  do. 

President  KELLY — If  two  others  will  join  with 
you,  the  clerk  will  call  the  roll. 

The  roll  was  called,  and  the  license  was  granted, 
yeas  14,  nays  3: 

Yeas — Coun.  Bayley,  Bryan,  Cantwell,  Fish, 
Hannon,  Hurley,  Keenan,  Kelly,  Kinsella,  Lane, 
McCormack,   Moriarty,   Russo,   Scannell — 14. 

Nays — Coun.  Chase,  Cook,  Muchnick — 3. 

Coun.  McCORMACK,  for  the  Committee  on 
Appropriatioas,  submitted  the  following: 

1.  Report  on  message  of  Mayor  and  order 
(referred  March  4)  appropriating  $25,000  for 
abolishment  of  Bird  Street  grade  crossing,  said 
amount  being  city's  share  of  said  cost — that  same 
ought  to  pass. 

The  report  was  accepted,  and  the  question  came 
on  the  passage  of  the  order. 

President  KELLY— The  clerk  will  call  the  roll. 

Coun.  RUSSO— Mr.  President,  I  would  like  to 
be  informed  for  what  purpose. 

President  KELLY— The  clerk  will  read  the 
order. 

(The  clerk  read  the  order.) 

President  KELLY— The  clerk  will  call  the  roll. 

The  roll  was  called,  and  the  order  was  passed, 
yeas  17,  nays  0: 

Yeas — Coun.  Bayley,  Bryan,  Cantwell,  Chase, 
Cook,  Fish,  Hannon,  Hurley,  Kinsella,  Kelly, 
Keenan,  Lane,  McCormack,  Moriarty,  Russo, 
Scannell,  Sullivan — 17. 

Nays— 0. 

2.  Report  on  message  of  Mayor  and  order 
(referred  March  19)  appropriating  $80,000  for 
purchase  and  alteration  of  boat  for  Institutions 
Department  —  that  same  ought  to  pass. 

President  KELLY — The  question  is  on  the 
acceptance  of  the  report  of  the  committee.  It  is  a 
vote.  The  question  is  on  the  passage  of  the  order. 
The  clerk  will  call  the  roll. 

Coun.  RUSSO — Did  I  understand  that  is  for 
one  boat? 
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President  KELLY — That  is  right,  one  boat  to 
be  purchased  from  the  United  States  government. 

Coun.  SCANNELL — Mr.  President,  I  am  not 
opposed  to  anything  that  would  be  beneficial  to 
Long  Island.  There  is  some  question  in  my  mind 
as  to  the  advisability  of  buying  this  proposed 
boat,  this  towboat  in  New  York  Harbor.  We 
do  not  want  to  buy  anything  that  might  not  be 
used  in  the  city  to  good  advantage.  I  understand 
this  is  a  towboat  and  it  is  a  Diesel  job,  and  it  has 
an  11-foot  draft.  We  do  not  want  to  buy  this 
boat  and  probably  have  to  dig  channels  to  get 
this  boat  into  certain  sections  of  the  harbor. 
I  think  it  would  be  a  good  idea  to  have  somebody 
tell  us  about  it.  It  may  save  several  thousand 
dollars.  To  buy  the  boat  costs  $42,000.  It 
does  not  say  there  is  approximately  $40,000  worth 
of  repairs  on  the  boat.  I  think  we  should  go  along 
and  not  be  too  hasty  with  the  matter.  Let  us 
see  if  we  can  find  out  more  about  it.  We  should 
bring  in  this  man  from  the  Lawley  Shipbuilding 
Corporation  and  bring  in  the  other  man  who 
recommended  that  we  buy  the  boat.  We  do  not 
want  to  have  a  boat  that  has  an  11-foot  draft. 
Let  us  realize  what  that  is.  You  would  not 
want  to  have  a  large  tugboat  going  down  carrying 
passengers  up  and  down  the  harbor  to  Deer  Island. 
I  think  we  ought  not  to  be  too  hasty  in  this  matter. 
We  should  take  another  week  to  look  it  over  and 
find  out  from  the  engineer  -who  recommended 
buying  the  boat  whether  "it  would  be  for  the  best 
interests  of  the  city  that  we  purchase  this  boat 
or  some  other  boat.  I  therefore  move  it  ought  to 
lie  on  the  table  for  a  week  to  see  if  we  can  get  a 
little  more  information  on  this  appropriation  for 
this  boat. 

President  KELLY — Talking  on  the  motion, 
Councilor  McCormack. 

Coun.  McCORMACK — I  do  not  know  anything 
about  boats.  We  had  an  engineer  go  over  from 
the  Lawley  Shipyard.  We  had  some  other  man 
from  some  other  shipyard,  hired  by  the  city,  to 
go  over  there.  I  was  informed  today  while  it 
does  have  a  draft  of  eleven  feet  or  whatever  it  is, 
something  like  eleven,  it  is  perfectly  capable  of 
going  to  Long  Island  and  going  in  the  water  down 
there.  This  boat  cost  $440,000,  I  understand, 
when  the  government  built  it.  We  are  buying  it 
for  $43,000.  The  balance  of  the  money  is  for 
making  it  comply  with  the  necessary  alterations 
to  carry  passengers.  I  think  it  is  a  very  good  buy 
for  the  city.  I  think  we  should  purchase  the  boat 
and  pass  this  today. 

President  KELLY — The  question  is  on  laying 
on  the  table. 

Coun.  SCANNELL— Mr.  President,  while  the 
chairman  of  the  Appropriations  Committee  said 
they  had  an  engineer  look  at  the  boat,  there  is  a 
question  in  my  mind  as  to  whether  he  talked  with 
the  engineer  or  not.  I  would  like  to  ask  the 
chairman  of  the  Appropriations  Committee 
whether  he  talked  to  the  engineer. 

Coun.  McCORMACK— I  did  not.  I  talked 
with  the  Commissioner  of  Institutions.  I  think 
we  in  the  Council  should  be  able  to  take  their  word 
for  it. 

Coun.  SCANNELL— Mr.  President,  that  is 
what  I  would  like  to  know.  I  would  like  to  get  in 
touch  with  these  people  who  recommended  that  the 
Institutions  Department  buy  this  boat.  I  would 
like  to  know  who  was  recommending  to  the  Mayor 
or  the  people  of  the  City  of  Boston  why  we  should 
buy  a  tugboat  for  passenger  purposes.  The  ques- 
tion will  be  how  many  people  will  we  be  able  to 
take  to  Long  Island  on  this  tugboat  we  are  buying 
from  the  government.  There  is  something  wrong 
with  this  deal.  If  the  government  is  going  to  pay 
$45,000  to  build  this  boat  which  we  can  buy  for 
$43,000,  I  would  like  to  know  what  we  are  buying. 
I  do  not  want  to  spend  the  taxpayers'  money  fool- 
ishly. I  know  a  little  bit  about  some  beats.  I 
would  like  to  know  and  to  talk  with  the  engineers 
of  these  companies,  the  Lawley  Shipbuilding  Com- 
pany and  the  John  Alden  Company — I  never  heard 
of  it  before.  I  would  like  to  talk  to  the  engineer 
and  get  a  picture  of  what  we  are  buying.  We  do 
not  want  to  buy  a  pig  in  a  bag.  You  are  going  to 
buy  a  tugboat  for  passenger  purposes.  I  think  we 
should  lay  this  on  the  table  one  week  and  have  the 
chairman  of  the  Appropriations  Committee  get 
together  with  the  members  of  the  Council  and  those 
men  who  recommended  this  boat.  What  does  the 
Penal  Institutions  Commissioner  know  about 
boats?  What  does  any  member  of  the  Body  know 
about  boats?  Let  us  get  hold  of  the  engineer  who 
recommended  buying  the  boat  and  bring  these  men 


in  here  before  the  next  meeting  and  find  out  what 
we  are  buying.  I  do  not  want  to  De  criticized  later 
on  when  we  are  buying  a  tugboat  for  passenger 
purposes.  How  do  we  know  that  the  harbor 
engineer  for  the  United  States  government  is  not 
going  to  come  in  and  say,  "You  are  going  to  put 
thirty  passengers  on  that  boat?"  We  do  not  know 
what  we  are  buying.  I  do  not  know.  All  I  know 
is  I  am  appropriating  $80,000,  $40,000  for  the  boat 
and  probably  $40,000  more  to  have  this  boat  re- 
paired. It  will  not  do  any  harm,  gentlemen,  to 
wait  another  week  and  find  out  what  we  are  buying. 
Let  us  call  in  the  engineer  of  the  John  Alden  Com- 
pany and  the  Lawley  Shipyard  Company  and  find 
out  what  we  are  buying. 

President  KELLY — The  question  comes  on 
laying  over  for  a  week. 

Coun._  KINSELLA— Briefly,  I  think  Councilor 
Scannell's  suggestion  should  be  heeded  by  the 
councilors.  I  think  I  was  informed  a  few  years 
ago  of  a  ledge  that  exists  at  the  Long,  Island  pier. 
I  think  Councilor  Scannell  is  primarily  interested 
in  finding  out  if  11-foot  draft  is  not  too  much  for 
that  pier  ai  low  tide.  If  we  have  a  ledge  there  and 
eleven  feet  of  water  or  more  is  not  there  over  the 
ledge,  we  are  liable  to  wind  up  with  a  big  repair 
bill  for  the  new  boat.  I  know  the  geology  of 
Boston  Harbor.  We  have  delayed  much  more  im- 
portant matters  for  over  a  week.  It  might  be 
prudent  on  the  part  of  the  Council  not  to  go  ahead 
for  one  week,  so  Councilor  Scannell  can  satisfy  him- 
self as  to  the  seaworthiness  and  mechanical  condi- 
tion of  the  boat  and  so  that  we  can  satisfy  ourselves 
as  to  the  fact  that  the  11-foot  draft  is  not  too  much 
at  low  tide.  The  tides  wait  for  no  man.  If  they 
get  stranded  there  or  have  a  wreck,  we  will  be 
responsible.     I  think  a  week's  time  is  all  right. 

President  KELLY — Talking  on  the  motion  for 
laying  over  for  one  week. 

Coun.  CHASE — I  think  the  point  is  well  taken, 
It  would  seem  to  me  in  this  particular  instance 
time  is  not  of  the  essence.  There  is  no  particular 
reason  why  we  should  be  in  a  hurry  to  pass  this 
appropriation  order  today.  It  would  seem  that  a 
tugboat  is  not  adaptable  to  carrying  passengers. 
In  the  event  that  this  tugboat  cauld  be  made 
adaptable,  I  would  like  to  see  how  they  propose 
to  do  it.  I  believe,  Mr.  President,  that  the  proper 
thing  to  do  is  lay  the  matter  on  the  table  another 
week  and  consult  the  experts  on  the  matter. 

Coun.  MUCHNICK — A  point  of  information. 

President  KELLY — State  your  point  of  in- 
formation. 

Coun.  MUCHNICK — Assuming  this  gets  laid 
on  the  table  a  week  for  the  purpose,  is  it  the  purpose 
in  accordance  with  the  motion  to  have  it  go 
back  to  the  Appropriations  Committee  or  come 
into  Executive  Session  next  Monday? 

Coun.  SCANNELL — In  doing  so,  I  asked  that 
it  be  laid  over  for  one  week,  and  referred  to  the 
Executive  Committee,  and  these  gentlemen  be 
brought  in. 

President  KELLY — If  this  motion  passes,  a 
motion  to  refer  to  the  Executive  Committee  can 
be  made  at  next  week's  meeting. 

Coun.  MUCHNICK— That  would  not  give  us 
enough  time  to  notify  the  engineers  to  be  present. 
That  is  why  I  raise  the  question. 

President  KELLY — The  motion  before  us  is  to 
lay  on  the  table  for  one  week.  It  is  a  vote,  and 
so  ordered. 

Coun.  MUCHNICK — Is  it  in  order  now  to  move 
that  when  this  hits  the  Body  next  week  it  be 
referred  to  the  Executive  Committee,  and  that 
within  the  week  these  different  persons  be  invited 
to  attend  the  Executive  Committee  hearing? 

President  KELLY — The  motion  is  out  of  order 
at  this  time.  You  can  make  a  motion  to  refer  to 
the  Executive  Committee  next  week.  In  the 
meantime  we  can  invite  the  gentlemen  to  be  here 
next  week  at  the  Executive  Session  of  the  Council. 

Coun.  MUCHNICK— Whose  function  would 
that  be  to  invite  them? 

President  KELLY— I  will  instruct  the  Clerk  of 
Committees  to  invite  the  gentlemen  here. 

Coun.  RUSSO— Mr.  President. 

President  KELLY — For  what  purpose  does  the 
gentleman  rise? 

Coun.  RUSSO — Is  a  motion  in  order  that  we 
send  this  to  Executive? 

President  KELLY — It  is  out  of  order.  It  is 
laid  on  the  table  for  one  week.  That  motion  will 
be  in  order  next  Monday. 

Coun.  BAYLEY — Can  it  be  moved  it  be  re- 
ferred to  Executive  Committee  now  and  later 
a  motion  be  in  order? 
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President  [CELL'S      That  motion  is  ou1  ol  ordei 

Conn.  MUCHNICK  I  move  reconsideration 
of  the  motion  to  lay  on  the  table.  My  purpose  foi 
moving  reconsideration  is  the  hope  boat  it  will 
prevail,  and  then  I  think  a  motion  will  be  in  order 
to  refer  to  the  ExeoutiVe  and  it  will  be  in  the 
Executive  Committee  next  week. 

President  kl\l.l.\  Councilor  Muchnick  moves 
reconsideration.     Talking  on  reconsideration. 

Coon.  SCANNELL— If  this  order  is  laid  on  the 
table  one  week,  at  the  next  meeting  you  oan  ask 
to  have  it  referred  to  the  Executive,  and  then, 
meantime,  I  think  we  will  have  the  Clerk  of 
Committees  got  in  contact  with  these  two  engineers, 
and  they  will  he  here  next  Monday. 

President  KELLY — That  is  what.  I  have  stated. 

Court.  MUCHNICK — We  have  no  assurance  at 
next  Monday's  meeting  of  this  Council  that  the 
Council  will  vote  to  send  the  matter  to  Executive 
at  that  time.  If  we  do  it.  today,  then  we  do  not 
have  to  depend  upon  the  vagaries  of  human 
nature. 

President  KELLY — Councilor  Muchnick  presses 
his  motion  for  reconsideration.      It  is  not.  a  vote. 

Coun.  MUCHNICK— I  do  not  doubt  the  vote. 


REPORT   OF   COMMITTEE   ON    LICENSES. 

Coun.  SCANNELL,  for  the  Committee  on 
Licenses,  submitted  the  following: 

Report  on  petition  of  Everett  K.  Maclsaacs 
(referred  December  10,  1945)  for  driveway  open- 
ing at  312-318  Athens  street,  South  Boston — 
that,  license  be  granted. 

Report  accepted;    said  license  granted. 


FENCE  ON  MARCELLA  STREET,  WARD  11. 

Coun.  MORIARTY  offered  the  following: 
Ordered.  That  the  Public  Works  Commissioner 
be  requested,  through  his  Honor  the  Mayor,  to 
reconstruct,  for  the  greater  safety  of  the  citizenry, 
a  new  metal  fence  to  replace  the  broken  and 
unsafe  one  that  now  prevails  at  approximately 
140  Marcella  street  to  Centre  street,  Ward  11. 
Passed  under  suspension  of  the  rule. 


RESURFACING    OF    MARCELLA    STREET. 

Coun.   MORIARTY  offered  the  following: 
Ordered,  That  the  Public  Works  Commissioner 
be  requested,   through  his  Honor  the   Mayor,   to 
repair   and   resurface    Marcella   street,    Ward    11, 
from  approximately  No.  140  to  Centre  street. 
Passed  under  suspension  of  the  rule. 


LICENSING   OF   PINBALL   MACHINES. 

Coun.  RUSSO  offered  the  following: 
Ordered,  That  the  Corporation  Counsel  be 
requested,  through  his  Honor  the  Mayor,  to  pre- 
pare legislation  for  presentation  to  the  Legislature 
for  the  licensing  of  individual  pinball  machines  and 
for  establishing  by  the  city  of  appropriate  license 
fees  therefor.  ' 

Coun.  RUSSO — Mr.  President,  I  believe  some 
time  ago  I  read  in  the  newspaper  where  a  decision 
had  been  given  in  a  Middlesex  County  court,  of 
all  courts,  that  pinball  machines  had  been  found 
to  be  legal.     Naturally  we  abide  by  the  decision 


ol  the  courts  until  we  hear  otherwise.  So  if  they 
ate  legal,  then,  Mr.  President,  I  say  that  the 
pinball  machines  ought  to  be  licensed  and  a  reason- 
able fee  set  upon  each  one  of  them  individually. 
You  and  I  know,  Mr.  President,  where  these  pin- 
ball machines  are  being  operated.  They  are 
places  where  the  ordinary  individual  is  not  apt 
to  go.  That  is  one  of  the  basic  problems  that  we 
face  in  our  city,  to  remedy  the  delinquency  situa- 
tion. I  have  three  of  them  in  my  own  ward 
which  have  been  forced  upon  the  people  of  my 
district.  It  is  a  shame  that  these  places  operate 
only  on  tin  amusement  license.  They  pay  a  fee 
of  only  $25  per  year.  They  have  many  pinball 
machines.  The  operation  nets  them  thousands 
of  dollars  during  the  year.  Above  all,  it  is  sur- 
prising to  find  children  from  seven  to  fifteen  years 
of  age  are  in  there  constantly  putting  in  their 
nickels  in  these  machines.  Mr.  Mayor,  I  believe 
you  have  claimed  there  is  no  other  way  of  bringing 
sources  of  revenue  into  our  treasury.  This  is  one 
way  that  you  can  look  forward  to  increasing  our 
treasury  and  reducing  our  taxes.  I  have  been 
unable  to  get  the  information  on  how  many  pin- 
ball machines  we  have  in  operation  not  only  in 
these  places,  but  throughout  the  entire  city. 
I  believe  there  are  quite  a  few  of  them.  They 
give  the  argument  they  do  not  make  any  money 
on  these  pinball  machines.  If  they  do  not  make 
any  money,  why  do  they  have  them  in  their 
places  taking  nickels  and  dimes  away  from  the 
poor  children  of  our  city?  I  believe  a  nominal 
fee  of  at  least  $50  a  year  ought  to  be  paid  on 
these  machines.  Some  of  these  machines  bring 
to  the  owners  $50  in  one  day.  That  is  one  way 
of  getting  some  revenue  here.  If  they  cannot 
operate  them  after  a  license  fee  has  been  put  on, 
then  it  will  be  the  best  thing  to  eliminate  them 
from  our  city.  They  do  not  induce  the  good 
person  or  the  good  child  to  these  places.  But 
they  induce  a  congregation  of  individuals, — as 
we  have  said  in  the  past,  individuals  were  caught 
in  these  places  who  have  committed  murder.  I 
maintain,  Mr.  President,  that  the  State  Legislature 
ought  to  take  this  into  consideration  to  allow  the 
City  of  Boston  to  license  the  pinball  machines  and 
to  put  a  fee  on  them.  I  hope  the  order  will  pass. 
The  order  was  passed  under  suspension  of  the 
rule. 


APPROVAL     OF     BOND      OF     AMERICAN 
LEAGUE   BASEBALL   CLUB   OF   BOSTON. 

The  bond  of  the  Indemnity  Insurance  Company 
of  North  America,  for  American  League  Baseball 
Club  of  Boston,  was  submitted  for  approval. 

Coun.  MUCHNICK — Is  it  customary  on  an 
application  for  a  license  to  have  the  bond  in  with 
the  application? 

President  KELLY — I  am  informed  by  the  City 
Clerk  they  do  it  every  year. 

Coun.  MUCHNICK— They  send  it  in  at  the 
same  time? 

President  KELLY — They  send  them  both  in 
together.     They  do  that  every  year. 

Coun.  MUCHNICK — On  the  presumption  we 
are  just  a  rubber  stamp? 

President  KELLY — The  question  is  on  the 
approval  of  the  bond.  It  is  a  vote.  Councilor 
Kinsella  moves  we  adjourn. 


Adjourned,  at  5.15  p.  m.,  on  motion  of  Coun. 
KINSELLA,  to  meet  on  Monday,  April  1,  1946, 
at  2  p.  m. 
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Proceedings  of  City  Council. 


Monday,  April  1,  1940. 

Regular  meeting  of  the  City  Council  held  in  the 
Cpuncil  Chamber,  City  Hall,  at  2  p.  m.,  President 
KELLY  in  the  chair.  Absent,  Coun.  Coffey,  Fish 
and  Linehan. 

The  meeting  was  opened  with  the  salute  to  the 
Flag. 


JURORS   DRAWN. 

Jurors  were  drawn  under  the  law,  Coun.  BRYAN 
presiding  at  the  jury  box  in  the  absence  of  the 
Mayor,  as  follows: 

Sixty-two  traverse  jurors,  Superior  Criminal 
Court,  to  appear  May  6,  1946: 

John  J.  Collins,  Ward  1;  Thomas  M.  Delaney, 
Ward  1;  Joseph  Santiano,  Ward  1;  Harold  W. 
Spinney;  Ward  2;  Nathan  Goldman,  Ward  3; 
Gregorio  Indelicato,  Ward  3;  Domenick  Paolo, 
Ward  3;  George  M.  Senna,  Ward  3;  Christopher  J. 
Smith,  Ward  3;  Charles  H.  Hurley,  Ward  4; 
Frederick  J.  Reiser,  Ward  4;  Charles  E.  Ross, 
Ward  4;  Fred  B.  Ross,  Ward  4;  Frank  Altieri, 
Ward  5;  Arthur  J.  Fisher,  Ward  5;  John  B.  Pear- 
son, Ward  5;  Frank  M.  Purcell,  Ward  5;  Harry 
Skinner,  Ward  5;  Denis  O'Leary,  Ward  6;  Martin 
B.  Sullivan,  Ward  6;  Alfred  J.  Kinsman,  Ward  7; 
Robert  J.  Rossborough,  Ward  7;  Martin  J. 
Sadowski,  Ward  7;  James  J.  Cleary,  Ward  8; 
Harry  Fitzgerald,  Ward  8:  James  O'Connor, 
Ward  8;  William  J.  Holt,  Ward  9;  Luther  N. 
Martin,  Ward  9. 

Patrick  Brennan.  Ward  10;  John  Maloney, 
Ward  10;  George  Tiews,  Ward  10;  George  Simon, 
Ward  11;  Benjamin  Cohen,  Ward  12;  Louis  Gate- 
man,  Ward  .12;  Albert  M.  Wistreich,  Ward  12; 
John  J.  Radley,  Ward  13;  Walter  R.  Thomas, 
Ward  13;  Louis  D.  Goldman,  Ward  14;  Jacob 
Marcus,  Ward  14;  Hyman  Silverman,  Ward  14; 
Samuel  Simon,  Ward  14;  John  Elliott,  Ward  15; 
Harry  J.  Kenney,  Ward  15;  William  M.  Mac- 
Dougall,  Ward  15;  Leopold  Hess,  Ward  16;  John  J. 
Keefe,  Ward  16;  Leopold  Aronson,  Ward  17;  Jacob 
Bartman,  Ward  17;  Clyde  L.  Carter,  Ward  17; 
David  B.  Kopp,  Ward  17;  George  Brooks,  Ward  18; 
Joseph  P.  Ochs,  Ward  18;  John  A.  McCarthy, 
Ward  19;  Albert  E.  Beaton,  Ward  20;  Lloyd  H. 
Carro,  Ward  20;  Nicholas  George  Papps,  Ward  20; 
Jeremiah  J.  Enright,  Ward  21;  Albert  P.  Milan, 
Ward  21;  Max  Riffin,  Ward  21;  Jacob  Brown, 
Ward  22;  Arthur  F.  Bruder,  Ward  22;  James  M. 
Miekle,  Ward  22. 

One  hundred  nineteen  traverse  jurors,  Superior 
Civil  Court,  to  appear  May  6,  1946:, 

Dennis  Buckley,  Ward  1;  Elric  Ducharme, 
Ward  1;  Salvatore  Masilo,  Ward  1;  Joseph  L. 
Nichols,  Ward  1;  Dominico  Sindoni,  Ward  1;  Pas- 
quale  Sirianni,  Ward  1;  Dominic  Stameri,  Ward  1; 
Daniel  J.  Crowley,  Ward  2;  Joseph  DiMauro, 
Ward  2;  Peter  T.  Gately,  Ward  2;  Samuel  Jannone, 
Ward  2;  William  B.  Loud,  Ward  2;  Max  Caplan, 
Ward  3;  Charles  W.  Lewin,  Ward  3;  Ferdinando 
B.  Martini,  Ward  3;  Carmine  Pepe,  Ward  3;  Sam 
Silva,  Ward  3;  William  W.  Cutler,  Jr.,  Ward  4; 
Harry  J.  Jensen,  Ward  4;  Thomas  F.  Jones, 
Ward  4;  Horace  F.  Knowles,  Ward  4;  William  L. 
Fletcher,  Ward  5;  Albert  Fox,  Ward  5;  Julius  D. 
Katzieff,  Ward  5;  Joseph  R.  Kress,  Ward  5;  George 
M.  Lindsay,  Ward  5;  Zachary  T.  Love,  Ward  5; 
Elmer  G.  Salisbury,  Ward  5;  John  A.  Cashman, 
Ward  6;  Joseph  M.  Gaffney,  Ward  7;  Michael  J. 
Kelley,  Ward  7;  Rene  Spitaels,  Ward  7;  Joseph 
Bellantoni,  Ward  8;  John  F.  Campbell,  Ward  8; 
Clarence  H.  Goler,  Ward  8;  David  Marelli,  Ward  8; 
Walter  S.  Skinger,  Ward  8;  Robert  Lamond,  Ward 
9;  William  Shuris,  Ward  9;  John  Tyson,  Ward  9; 
John  L.  Gardella,  Ward  10;  Francis  W.  LeBrun, 
Ward  10;  William  C.  Aspacher,  Ward  11;  Peter 
Donlon,  Ward  11;  William  W.  Fox,  Ward  11; 
William  M.  Lloyd,  Ward  11;  Harris  S.  Balkan, 
Ward  12;  Leon  David,  Ward  12;  George  P.  Polk, 
Ward  12;  Gordon  C.  Fraser,  Ward  12;  Alexander 


Hailey,  Ward  12;  Samuel  Kramer,  Ward  12;  Sid- 
ney Regal,  Ward  12;  Jacob  Sabatt,  Ward  12;  James 
H.  Conlon,  Ward  13;  John  J.  Fitzgerald,  Jr.,  Ward 
13;  Walter  I.  Kennedy,  Ward  13;  Edward  Walker, 
Ward  13. 

Donald  F.  Wolf,  Ward  14;  Max  Boss,  Ward  14- 
David  B.  Goldstein,  Ward  14;  Max  Herman, 
Ward  14;  Jacob  Kramer,  Ward  14;  David  Leder- 
man,  Ward  14;  Ernest  P.  Monroe,  Ward  14- 
Frank  Reingold,  Ward  14;  Julius  Richmond! 
Ward  14;  Edward  Rubin,  Ward  14;  Gilbert  Sid- 
man,  Ward  14;  David  Sontag,  Ward  14;  Louis 
Toga,  Ward  14;  Emory  E.  Colburn,  Ward  15- 
Edward  I.  McHugh,  Ward  15;  William  M.  J 
Triff,  Ward  15;  Alfred  W.  Brvant,  Ward  16- 
Donald  Cumming,  Ward  16;  George  H.  Goodsell' 
Ward  16;  Albert  W.  Mattson,  Ward  16;  Bernard  L 
Plansky,  Ward  16;  Lewis  O.  Richardson,  Ward  16- 
John  D.  Whitmore,  Ward  16;  Charles  T.  Kean 
Ward  17;  Michael  J.  Ridge,  Ward  17;  Harold  c' 
Williams,  Ward  17;  Patrick  W.  Carmichael,  Ward 
18;  Theodore  R.  Cassford,  Ward  18;  Martin  J 
Lee,  Ward  18;  Abraham  Lerner,  Ward  18;  James 
M.  O'Brkn,  Ward  18;  Joseph  N.  Dahl,  Ward  19- 
Frank  A.  Kraft,  Ward  19;  John  O.  Lindgren,  Ward 
19;  Alfred  T.  Montgomery,  Ward  19;  Patrick  D 
O'Brien,  Ward  19;  Timothv  S.  O'Brien,  Ward  19- 
Peter  Santos,  Ward  19;  John  L.  Barrett,  Ward  20 : 
Joseph  F.  DiGiorgio,  Ward  20;  George  M.  Every' 
Ward  20;  Walter  Oilman,  Ward  20;  Bernard  A] 
Gore,  Ward  20;  Bartholomew  Guiney,  Ward  20; 
Quentin  E.  Hughes,  Ward  20;  Coleman  Andel- 
nian,  Ward  21;  Joseph  F.  Hawley,  Ward  21- 
Alexander  T.  McDougall,  Ward  21;  John  J>. 
Moriarty,  Ward  21;  Ernest  Summers,  Ward  21- 
Jacob  J.  Weinstein,  Ward  21;  Harold  E.  Welch 
Ward  21;  William  H.  Whitcomb,  Jr.,  Ward  21; 
Albert  Bissonnette,  Ward  22;  George  Heffernan! 
Ward  22;  Patrick  L.  Kean,  Ward  22;  Francis 
Kennedy,  Ward  22;  Patrick  Lydon,  Ward  22- 
Walter  A.  Mills,  Ward  22;  Nathan  Sneirson,  Ward 
22;  George  W.  Wood,  Ward  22. 


COMPENSATION     OF     MEDICAL     PANEL 
BOARD     EXAMINING    VETERANS. 
The  following  was  received: 

City  of   Boston, 
Office   of   the    Mayor,    April    1,    1946. 
To  the  City  Council. 

Gentlemen, — I  am  in  receipt  of  the  attached 
communication  from  the  City  Auditor,  which  is 
apparently  self-explanatory.  I  recommend  for 
adoption  by  your  Honorable  Body  the  attached 
order  which  provides  for  the  compensation  of 
members  of  the  medical  panel  board  in  connection 
with  the  examination  of  veterans  seeking  retire- 
ment on  the  grounds  of  being  incapacitated  for 
further  service. 

Respectfully, 
James   M.   Cukley,   Mayor. 

City  of  Boston, 
Auditor's  Office,  April  1,  1946. 
Hon.  James  M.  Curley, 

Mayor  of  Boston. 

Dear  Sir, — Under  the  provisions  of  section  57A 
of  chapter  32  of  the  General  Laws,  the  city  is 
required  to  pay  the  expenses  of  the  medical  panel 
board  which,  since  the  first  of  the  current  year, 
has  been  responsible  for  the  physicial  examination 
of  veterans  seeking  retirement  on  the  grounds  of 
being  incapacitated  for  further  active  service. 
The  board,  which  consists  of  three  members,  is 
meeting  every  Wednesday,  and  so  far  has  examined 
at  least  two  applicants  at  each  meeting.  The 
compensation  established  for  members'  services  is 
ten  dollars  per  member  per  examination. 

Because  it  is  impossible  to  foresee  or  estimate  in 
advance  what  departments  will  be  effected,  I  feel 
payment  of  examination  expenses  should  be 
charged  to  the  Contingent  Fund.  I  suggest, 
therefore,  that  the  accompanying  order  be  sub- 
mitted to  the  City  Council  for  consideration  and 
adoption. 

Respectfully, 
Charles  J.  Fox,  City  Auditor. 

Ordered,  That,  until  otherwise  ordered,  the 
expenses  incurred  by  the  medical  panel  provided 
under  the  provisions  of  section  57A  of  chapter  32 
of  the  General  Laws,  for  the  examination  of 
veterans,  be  charged  to  the  Contingent  Fund. 

Referred  to  Executive  Committee. 
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CITY     COUNCIL. 


LOAN    FOK    Pl'KCllASK   OF    DEPART- 
MENTAL EQUIPMENT. 

The  following  was  received: 

Citj    of   Boston, 
Office   of    the    Mayor,    April    1,    1946. 
...  City  Council. 

Gentlemen,— I  am  submitting  herewith  a  loan 
order  for  departmental  equipment  in  the  sum  of 
$1,500,000,  for  the  purchase  of  much  needed 
equipment  in  many  of  the  oily  departments. 

In  preparation  of  the  budget  for  194(3,  requests 
for  permanent  equipment  included  in  the  budget 
estimates  amounted  to  over  $1,100,000,  and,  as 
the  purchase  of  this  permanent  equipment  could 
he  provided  for  by  bond  issue,  I  disallowed  such 
items  in  the  budget,  hoping  thereby  to  save  an 
increase  in  the  tax  rate. 

As  you  well  know,  departmental  equipment,  is 
in  a  most  deplorable  condition,  due  largely  to  the 
failure  of  the  city  to  purchase  such  necessary 
equipment  as  was  available,  and  further,  in  the 
last  couple  of  years,  the  non-availability  of  such 
equipment,  due  to  wartime  restrictions. 

The  most  pressing  problem  concerns  the  lack  of 
proper  fire-fighting  equipment,  which,  in  my 
opinion,  will  require  a  total  of  $1,000,000  in  new 
equipment  to  properly  protect  the  city  from  fire 
hazards,  and  it  is  my  purpose  to  make  available 
from  this  proposed  loan  approximately  $500,000, 
to  be  expended  in  the  current  year  and  next  year 
for  such   equipment. 

The  pressing  need  for  necessary  equipment  in 
the  Public  Works  Department,  the  Park  Depart- 
ment, and  other  departments  of  the  city  will 
require  the  purchase  of  equipment  as  soon  as  it 
becomes  available. 

Upon  final  approval  by  your  Honorable  Body, 
I  shall  cause  the  Superintendent  of  Supplies  to 
advertise  as  promptly  as  possible  and  to  make 
contracts  for  the  purchase  of  equipment,  as  soon 
as  such  equipment  becomes  available. 

I.  therefore,  recommend  your  early  consideration 
of  this  loan  issue,  and  I  respectfully  request  its 
adoption  by  your  Honorable  Body. 

Respectfully, 
James  M.  Cueley,  Mayor. 

Ordered,  That  under  the  provisions  of  clause  9 
of  section  7  of  chapter  44  of  the  General  Laws, 
the  sum  of  $1,500,000  be,  and  hereby  is,  appropri- 
ated, to  be  expended  by  various  departmental 
officials,  under  the  direction  of  the  Mayor,  for 
costs  of  additional  departmental  equipment,  and 
that,  to  meet  said  appropriation,  the  City  Treasurer 
be  authorized  to  issue,  from  time  to  time,  on  re- 
quest of  the  Mayor,  bonds  or  certificates  of  in- 
debtedness of  the  city  to  said  amount. 

Referred  to  the  Finance  Committee. 


SALE    OF    LAND    AT    SUMNER    AND    OR- 
LEANS  STREETS,   EAST   BOSTON. 

The  following  was  received: 

City  of  Boston, 
Office  of  the  Mayor,  April  1,  1946. 
To  the  Honorable  City  Council. 

Gentlemen, —  The  City  of  Boston  in  1940  under 
proceedings  in  the  Land  Court  acquired  a  parcel 
of  foreclosed  tax  title  property  containing  approxi- 
mately 16,000  square  feet  of  land  situated  on  the 
southwesterly  side  of  Sumner  street  at  the  west- 
erly corner  of  Orleans  street  in  the  East  Boston 
district.  By  an  order  of  your  Honorable  Body 
passed  September  29,  1941,  this  parcel  of  fore- 
closed tax  title  property  was  transferred  from  the 
care,  custody,  control  and  management  of  the  Cus- 
todian, Foreclosed  Real  Estate  Division,  to  the 
Park  Department,  for  the  purposes  of  establishing 
thereon  a  playground. 

The  Board  of  Park  Commissioners  informs  me 
that  the  site  of  this  parcel  of  property  is  at  the 
junction  of  two  heavily  travelled  streets  where 
truck  travel  predominates  and  bounds  the  railroad 
properly  of  the  Boston  &  Albany  Railroad  Com- 
pany. In  the  opinion  of  the  Park  Department  it 
would  be  exceedingly  dangerous  for  children  to  go 
to  and  from  a  playground  on  this  site,  and  it  would 
be  very  costly  to  develop  this  parcel  of  land  into  a 
suitable  playground. 

A  prospective  purchaser  desires  to  obtain  this 
parcel  of  land  for  tin-  purpose  of  erecting  thereon 
a  factory  for  the  manufacture  and   packaging  of 


foodstuffs.  I  am  informed  that  this  proposed  en- 
terprise will  erect  a  modern  factory  building  and 
employ  a  substantial  number  of  people. 

In  my  opinion  this  parcel  of  land  situated  in  a 
commercial  district  is  not  suited  nor  may  it  be 
adapted  for  playground  purposes,  and  it  is  my 
further  opinion  that  this  parcel  of  city-owned 
property  now  lying  idle,  vacant  and  non-taxable. 
and  no  longer  needed  for  any  public  purpose, 
should  be  sold,  and  thereby  accomplish  the  four- 
fold measures  of  the  restoration  of  productivity  of 
property,  the  addition  to  city  revenues  of  the  pur- 
chase price,  the  return  and  addition  of  such  prop- 
erty together  with  the  improvements  thereon  to 
the  tax  assessment  rolls,  and  the  means  of  pro- 
viding increased  employment  and  pay  rolls. 

I  recommend  that  this  parcel  of  land  be  sold  at 
public  auction  at  an  upset  price  of  $1,500,  and 
your  consideration  and  passage  of  the  accompany- 
ing order. 

Respectfully, 
James  M.  Cubley,  Mayor. 

Whereas,  The  City  of  Boston  by  a  decree  of  the 
Land  Court,  Suffolk  Registry  District,  dated 
March  26,  1940,  foreclosed  a  right  of  redemption 
under  a  tax  deed  recorded  with  Suffolk  Deeds, 
Book  5668,  page  120,  on  about  sixteen  thousand 
(16,000)  square  feet  of  land  on  the  southwesterly 
side  of  Sumner  street,  numbered  two  hundred 
forty-five  (245)  in  the  numbering  of  said  Sumner 
street,  making  the  westerly  corner  of  Orleans  street 
in  the  East  Boston  district;  and 

Whereas,  The  said  parcel  of  foreclosed  tax  title 
property  by  an  order  passed  in  City  Council 
September  29,  1941,  and  approved  by  the  Mayor 
September  30,  1941,  was  transferred  from  the  care, 
custody,  control  and  management  of  the  Custodian, 
Foreclosed  Real  Estate  Division,  to  the  care, 
custody,  control  and  management  of  the  Park 
Department,  to  be  used  for  playground  purposes; 
and 

Whereas,  The  said  parcel  of  land  has  not  been 
used  for  playground  purposes  and  in  the  opinion 
of  the  Park  Department  the  said  parcel  of  land  is 
not  suitable  for  playground  purposes  and  is  no 
longer  needed  for  any  public  purpose;  now,  there- 
fore, it  is  hereby 

Ordered,  That  the  Chairman,  Board  of  Real 
Estate  Commissioners  of  the  City  of  Boston,  be, 
and  he  hereby  is,  authorized  in  the  name  and 
behalf  of  the  City  of  Boston  to  sell  at  public  auction 
at  an  upset  price  of  one  thousand  five  hundred 
dollars  ($1,500)  the  said  parcel  of  land  hereinafter 
described;  and,  it  is  hereby  further 

Ordered,  That  his  Honor  the  Mayor  of  the 
City  of  Boston  be,  and  he  hereby  is,  authorized  in 
the  name  and  behalf  of  the  City  of  Boston  to 
execute  and  deliver  to  a  purchaser  at  said  public 
auction  a  written  instrument  satisfactory  in  form 
to  the  Law  Department  of  the  City  of  Boston, 
conveying  said  parcel  of  land,  bounded  and 
described  as  follows: 

"Land  on  the  southwesterly  side  of  Sumner 
street,  numbered  two  hundred  forty-five  (245)  in 
the  numbering  of  said  Sumner  street,  making  the 
westerly  corner  of  Orleans  street,  adjoining  an 
estate  now  or  formerly  of  Boston  &  Albany  Rail- 
road Company  (numbered  243  Sumner  street),  and 
supposed  to  contain  about  sixteen  thousand 
(16,000)  square  feet." 

Referred  to  Committee  on  Public  Lands. 


APPOINTMENTS   BY   THE   MAYOR. 

Subject  to  confirmation  by  the  Council,  the 
Mayor  submitted  the  following  appointments, 
viz.: 

Weighers  of  Goods  for  term  ending  April  30, 
1947:  Daniel  J.  Mackay,  24  Sanderson  place, 
Brighton;  Carlton  W.  Ellms,  Jr.,  Sudbury;  Rosario 
Capillo,  40  Ashley  street,  East  Boston. 

Severally  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Con- 
stables and  Confirmations. 


RESURFACING  OF  BEECH  GLEN  STREET. 
The  following  was  received: 

City  of  Boston, 
Office  of  the  Mayor,  April  1,  1940. 
To  the  City  Council. 

Gentlemen, — I   transmit  herewith   communica- 
tion from  the  Commissioner  of  Public  Works,  in 
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reply  to  your  order  of  March  19,  1946,  to  resurface 
with  smooth  pavement   Beech   Glen  street,   from 
Fort  avenue  to  Highland  street,  Ward  11. 
Respectfully, 
James  M.  Curley,  Mayor. 

City  of  Boston, 
Public  Works  Department, 

March  26,  1946. 
To  J.  Joseph  Connors,  Chief  Clerk,  Mayor's  Office. 
From   Robert    P.    Curley,    Commissioner,    Public 

Works  Department. 
Subject:  Beech  Glen  Street,  Ward  11. 

I  return  herewith  order  in  City  Council  that  the 
Commissioner  of  Public  Works  resurface  with 
smooth  pavement  Beech  Glen  street,  from  Fort 
avenue  to  Highland  street,  Ward  11,  and  this  will 
advise  you  that  this  street  will  be  put  on  the  list  of 
streets  to  be  given  consideration  for  construction 
this  year. 

Robert  P.  Curley, 
Commissioner  of  Public  Works. 
Placed,  on  file. 


RESURFACING   OF   CERTAIN   WARD   2 

STREETS. 
The  following  was  received: 

City  of  Boston, 
Office  of  the  Mayor,  April  1,  1946. 
To  the  City  Council. 

Gentlemen, — I  transmit  herewith  communica- 
tion from  the  Commissioner  of  Public  Works,  in 
reply  to  your  order  of  March  19,  1946,  to  proceed 
with  the  immediate  resurfacing  of  Bartlett  street, 
Cordis  street,  Wood  street,  Union  street  and 
Devens  street,  in  the  Charlestown,  Ward  2,  section 
of  Boston. 

Respectfully, 
James  M.  Curley,  Mayor. 

City  of  Boston, 
Public  Works  Department, 

March  26,  1946. 
To    J.    Joseph    Connors,    Chief    Clerk,    Mayor's 

Office. 
From    Robert    P.    Curley,    Commissioner,    Public 

Works  Department. 
Subject:  Bartlett  Street,  Cordis  Street,  Wood 
Street,  Union  Street,  Devens  Street,  Ward  2. 
I  return  "herewith  order  in  City  Council  that 
the  Commissioner  of  Public  Works  resurface  the 
following-named  streets  in  the  Charlestown, 
Ward  2,  section  of  Boston:  Bartlett  street,  Cordis 
street,  Wood  street,  Union  street,  Devens  street. 

Please  be  advised  that  these  streets  will  be  put 
on  the  list  of  streets  to  be  given  consideration  for 
construction  this  year. 

Robert  P.  Curley, 
Commissioner  of  Public  Works. 
Placed  on  file. 


ACCEPTANCE    OF    BULLION    ROAD. 
The  following  was  received: 

City  of   Boston, 
Office   of   the    Mayor,    April    1,    1946. 
To  the  City  Council. 

Gentlemen, — I  transmit  herewith  communication 
from  the  Board  of  Street  Commissioners,  in  reply 
to  your  order  of  March  4,  1946,  to  accept  and  lay 
out  Bullion  road,  Ward  20,  as  a  public  highway. 
Respectfully, 
James  M.   Curley,   Mayor. 

City  of  Boston, 
Board  of  Street  Commissioners, 

March  29,  1946. 
Hon.  James  M.  Curley, 

Mayor  of  Boston. 
Dear  Sir,— With  reference  to  City  Council  order 
of  March  4,  1946,  requesting  the  acceptance  and 
laying  out  of  Bullion  road,  Ward  20,  as  a  public 
highway,  this  Board  recommends  the  laying  out 
of  this  street  for  a  distance  of  approximately  600 
feet,  from  Morey  road  to  Gretter  road,  at  an 
estimated  cost  of  about  $13,500.  A  petition  is  on 
file  in  this  office. 

Very  truly  yours, 
Richard  L.  Casey,  Chairman. 
Placed  on  file. 


ACCEPTANCE    OF    LITTLEDALE    STREET. 
The  following  was  received: 

City  of   Boston, 
Office   of   the   Mayor,    April    1,    1946. 
To  the  City  Council. 

Gentlemen, —I  transmit  herewith  communica- 
tion from  the  Board  of  Street  Commissioners,  in 
reply  to  your  order  of  January  21,  1946,  to  accept 
and  lay  out  as  a  public  highway  Littledale  street, 
Ward   18. 

Respectfully, 
James    M.    Curley,    Mayor. 

City  of  Boston, 
Board  of  Street  Commissioners, 

March  29,  1946. 
Hon.  James  M.  Curley, 

Mayor  of  Boston. 
Dear  Sir, — With  reference 'to  the  order  of  the 
City  Council  of  January  21,  1946,  requesting  the 
acceptance  and  laying  out  of  Littledale  street, 
Ward  18,  this  Board  recommends  the  acceptance 
of  this  wa>  i  which  is  a  dead  end  street,  for  about 
315  feet,  at  an  approximate  cost  of  $6,300.  We 
have  a  petition  on  file  signed  by  the  owners  and 
residents. 

Very  truly  yours, 
Richard  L.  Casey,  Chairman. 
Placed  on  file. 


ACCEPTANCE   OF  RUMFORD   ROAD. 
The  following  was  received: 

City  of  Boston, 
Office   of   the    Mayor,    April    1,    1946. 
To  the  City  Council. 

Gentlemen, — I  transmit  herewith  communica- 
tion from  the  Board  of  Street  Commissioners,  in 
reply  to  your  order  of  February  4,  1946,  to  accept 
and  lay  out  Rumford  road,  Ward  20,  as  a  public 

Respectfully, 
James    M.    Curley,    Mayor. 

City  of  Boston, 
Board  of  Street  Commissioners, 

March  29,  1946. 
Hon.  James  M.  Curley, 

Mayor  of  Boston. 
Dear  Sir, — With  reference  to  the  order  of  the 
City  Council  of  February  4,  1946,  requesting  the 
acceptance    and    laying    out    of    Rumford    road, 
Ward  20,  this  Board  recommends  the  construction 
of  a  portion  of  this  street,  extending  approximately 
500  feet,  at  an  estimated  cost  of  $11,500. 
Very  truly  yours, 
Richard  L.  Casey,  Chairman. 
Placed  on  file. 


ACCEPTANCE   OF   NEWBURN   STREET. 

The  following  was  received: 

City  of  Boston, 
Office  of  the  Mayor,  April  1,  1946. 
To  the  City  Council. 

Gentlemen, —  I  transmit  herewith  communica- 
tion from  the  Board  of  Street  Commissioners,  in 
reply  to  your  order  of  January  21,  1946,  to  accept 
and  lay  out  as  a  public  highway  Newburn  street, 
Ward  18,  from  Ramsdell  street  to  Collins  street. 
Respectfully, 
James  M.  Curley,  Mayor. 

City  of  Boston, 
Board  of  Street  Commissioners, 

March  29,  1946. 
Hon.  James  M.  Curley, 

Mayor  of  Boston. 
Dear  Sir,—  With  reference  to  City  Council  order 
of  January  21,  1946,  requesting  the  acceptance  and 
laying  out  as  a  public  highway  of  Newburn  street, 
Ward  18,  from  Ramsdell  street  to  Collins  street, 
this  Board  recommends  that  the  construction  of 
this  street  be  limited  to  the  extent  of  the  present 
building  construction,  as  there  is  a  considerable 
portion  of  the  street  abutted  by  low  land,  which 
is  now  unoccupied.  The  estimated  cost  of  con- 
struction is  $13,500. 

Very  truly  yours, 
Richard  L.  Casey,  Chairman. 
Placed  on  file. 
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CITY     COUNCIL. 


ACCEPTANCE   OF   WEBBTEH    PLACE, 
The  following  was  received: 

City  of  Boston, 
Office  of  the  Mayor,  April  1,  1946. 
To  the  City  Council. 

Gentlemen. —  I  transmit  herewith  communica- 
tion from  llu-  Hoard  of  Street  Commissioners,  in 
reply  to  your  order  of  March  19,  1940,  to  accept 
and  lav  out  Webster  place  in  Allston.  Ward  21,  as 

a  public  highway. 

Respectfully, 

.Tames  M.  Curley,  Mayor. 

City  of  Boston, 
Board  of  Street  Commissioners, 

March  29,  1946. 
Hon.  .lames  M.  Curley, 

Mayor  of  Boston. 
Dear  Sir, —  With  reference  to  the  order  of  the 
City  Council  dated  March  19,  1946,  requesting  the 
acceptance  and  laying  out  of  Webster  place,  Ward 
21.  this  Board  recommends  the  construction  of 
this  street  for  approximately  260  feet  to  a  dead 
end.  The  Andrew  Jackson  School  property  occu- 
pies one  side  of  the  street,  and  there  are  four 
houses  on  the  other  side.  The  estimated  cost  of 
construction  would  be  $5,700. 

Very  truly  yours, 
Richard  L.  Casey,  Chairman. 
Placed  on  file. 


ACCEPTANCE   OF   AUSTIN    STREET. 
The  following  was  received: 

City  of  Boston, 
Office  of  the  Mayor,  April  1,  1946. 
To  the  City  Council. 

Gentlemen, —  I  transmit  herewith  communica- 
tion from  the  Board  of  Street  Commissioners,  in 
reply  to  your  order  of  February  11,  1946,  to  accept 
and  lay  out  as  a  public  highway  Austin  street  from 
West  street  to  256  Austin  street,  Ward  18. 
Respectfully, 
James  M.  Curley,  Mayor. 

City  of  Boston, 
Board  of  Street  Commissioners, 

March  29,  1946. 
Hon.  James  M.  Curley, 

Mayor  of  Boston. 
Dear  Sir, — With  reference  to  City  Council  order 
of  February  11,  requesting  the  acceptance  and 
laying  out  of  Austin  street,  from  West  street  to 
256  Austin  street,  Ward  18,  this  Board  recommends 
this  improvement  for  a  length  of  about  800  feet. 
The  street  has  been  recently  built  on  both  sides  by 
Wolsey.  A  petition  is  on  file  in  this  office,  and 
plans  are  being  prepared  in  the  engineering  divi- 
sion. It  is  estimated  that  the  cost  of  construction 
will  be  approximately  $17,500. 

Very  truly  yours, 
Richard  L.  Casey,  Chairman. 
Placed  on  file. 


ACCEPTANCE   OF   LEBANON   AND 
OLEANDER   STREETS. 
The  following  was  received: 

City  of  Boston, 
Office  of  the  Mayor,  April  1,  1946. 
To  the  City  Council. 

Gentlemen, — I  transmit  herewith  communica- 
tion from  the  Board  of  Street  Commissioners,  in 
reply  to  your  order  of  March  11,  1946,  to  construct 
Lebanon  street  and  Oleander  street  in  Ward  13, 
to  remove  an  existing  hazard. 

Respectfully, 
James  M.  Curley,  Mayor. 

City  of  Boston, 
Board  of  Street  Commissioners, 

March  29,  1946. 
lion.  James  AI.  Curley. 

Mayor  of  Boston. 
Dear  Sir, — With  reference  to  the  City  Council 
order  of  March  11,  1946,  requesting  the  accept- 
ance and  laying  out  of  Lebanon  street  and  Oleander 
street,  Ward  13,  the  Board  recommends  the 
laying  out  of  these  streets,  to  remove  an  existing 
hazard.  The  estimated  cost  of  construction  is 
Sfj  -.no. 

Very  truly  yours, 
RicnARD  L.  Casey,  Chairman. 


City  of  Boston, 
Public  Works  Department, 

March  21.   1946. 

Hon.  James  M.  Curley, 

Mayor  of  Boston. 
Dear  Mr.  Mayor, — I  respectfully  recommend 
that  the  attached  order  of  the  City  Council  rela- 
tive to  the  construction  of  Lebanon  and  Oleander 
streets,  in  Ward  13,  be  referred  to  the  Street 
Commissioners. 

Neither  of  these  streets  is  public,  and  until  such 
time  as  the  Board  of  Street  Commissioners  acts 
in  the  matter  of  accepting  them  and  ordering 
construction,  this  department  would  be  prevented 
from  carrying  out  the  request  for  construction 
contained  in  this  City  Council  order. 
Respectfully  yours, 

Robert  P.  Curley, 
Commissioner  of  Public  Works. 
Placed  on  file. 


ACCEPTANCE    OF    HODGDON    TERRACE. 
The  following  was  received: 

Citv  of  Boston, 
Office  of  the  Mayor,  April  1,  1946. 
To  the  City  Council. 

Gentlemen, — I  transmit  herewith  communica 
tion  from  the  Board  of  Street  Commissioners,  n 
reply  to  your  order  of  February  4,  1946,  to  accept 
and  lay  out  Hodgdon  terrace,  Ward  20,  as  a  public 
highway. 

Respectfully, 
James  M.  Curley',  Mayor. 

City  of  Boston, 
Board  of  Street  Commissioners, 

March  29,  1946. 
Hon.  James  M.  Curley, 

Mayor  of  Boston. 
Dear  Sir, —  With  reference  to  the  order  of  the 
City  Council  of  February  4,  1946,  requesting  the 
acceptance  and  laying  out  of  Hodgdon  terrace, 
Ward  20,  the  construction  of  this  street  would  be 
very  costly  due  to  the  fact  that  there  is  a  ledge 
about  ten  feet  high  which  extends  almost  to  the 
center  of  the  terrace.  It  would  be  necessary  for 
this  Board  to  make  further  study  before  making 
any  recommendation. 

Very  truly  yours, 
Richard  L.  Casey,  Chairman. 
Placed  on  file. 


ACCEPTANCE   OF   GOETHE   STREET. 
The  following  was  received: 

City  of  Boston, 
Office  of  the  Mayor,  April  1,  1946. 
To  the  City  Council. 

Gentlemen, —  I  transmit  herewith  communica- 
tion from  the  Board  of  Street  Commissioners,  in 
reply  to  your  order  of  February  4,  1946,  to  accept 
and  lay  out  Goethe  street,  Ward  20,  as  a  public 
highway. 

Respectfully, 
James  M.  Curley,  Mayor. 

City  of  Boston, 
Board  of  Street  Commissioners, 

March  29,  1940. 
Hon.  James  M.  Curley, 

Mayor  of  Boston. 
Dear  Sir, —  With  reference  to  the  order  of  the 
City  Council  of  February  4,  1946,  requesting  the 
acceptance  and  laying  out  of  Goethe  street,  Ward 
20,   this  is   an   old  street  and   built   up,   and   the 
Board  would  recommend  the  construction  of  about 
800  feet  at  an  estimated  cost  of  $17,500. 
Very  truly  yours, 
Richard  L.  Casey,  Chairman. 
Placed  on  file. 


ACCEPTANCE   OF   POMONA    AVENUE. 
The  following  was  received: 

City  of  Boston, 
Office  of  the  Mayor,  April  1,  1946. 
To  the  City  Council. 

Gentlemen, —  I   transmit   herewith   communica- 
tion from  the  Board  of  Street  Commissioners,  in 
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reply  to  your  order  of  March  4,  1946,  to  accept 
and  lay  out  Pomona  avenue,  Ward  20,  as  a  public 
highway. 

Respectfully, 
James  M.  Curley,  Mayor. 


City  of  Boston, 
Board  of  Street  Commissioners, 

March  29,  1946. 
Hon.  James  M.  Curley, 

Mayor  of  Boston. 
Dear  Sir, —  With  reference  to  the  order  of  the 
City  Council  of  March  4,  1946,  requesting  the 
acceptance  and  laying  out  of  Pomona  avenue, 
Ward  20,  as  a  public  way,  the  construction  of  this 
street  would  run  for  a  length  of  approximately 
250  feet.  Inasmuch  as  the  houses  on  this  street 
are  facing  parallel  streets,  with  one  exception,  it 
appears  unnecessary  to  make  this  improvement. 
The  Board  feels  that  it  should  give  the  matter 
further  study. 

Very  truly  yours, 
Richard  L.  Casey,  Chairman. 
Placed  on  file. 


RECONSTRUCTION   OF   POPLAR    STREET. 
The  following  was  received: 

Citv   of  Boston, 
Office   of   the    Mayor,    April    1,    1946. 
To  the  City  Council. 

Gentlemen, — I  transmit  herewith  communica- 
tion from  the  Board  of  Street  Commissioners,  in 
reply  to  your  order  of  March  4,  1946,  to  widen 
and  reconstruct  that  portion  of  Poplar  street  from 
Canterbury  to  Beech  street,  Roslindale,. 
Respectfully, 
James    M.    Curley,    Mayor. 


City  of  Boston, 
Board  of  Street  Commissioners, 

March  29,  1946. 
Hon.  James  M.  Curley, 

Mayor  of  Boston. 
Dear  Sir, — With  reference  to  the  City  Council 
order  of  March  4,  1946,  requesting  the  widening 
and    reconstruction    of    that    portion    of    Poplar 
street   from   Canterbury   street   to    Beech   street, 
Roslindale,  this  is  a  project  that  will  necessitate 
takings  of  land  and  change  in  alignment  of  the 
thoroughfare  to  eliminate  hazards.     It  is  estimated 
that  the  cost  will  be  in  excess  of  $60,000.     It  is 
recommended   by   this   Board   that   the   work   be 
done  if,  and  when,  funds  are  available. 
Very  truly  yours, 
Richard  L.  Casey,  Chairman. 
Placed  on  file. 


ACCEPTANCE  OF  TESLA  STREET. 
The  following  was  received: 

City  of  Boston, 
Office   of   the    Mayor,    April    1,    1946. 
To  the  City  Council, 

Gentlemen, — I  transmit  herewith  communica- 
tion from  the  Board  of  Street  Commissioners,  in 
reply  to  your  order  of  March  11,  1946,  to  accept 
and  lay  out  as  a  public  highway  Tesla  street, 
Ward  18. 

Respectfully, 
James    M.    Curley,    Mayor. 


City  of  Boston, 
Board  of  Street  Commissioners, 

March  29,  1946. 
Hon  James  M.  Curley, 

Mayor  of  Boston. 
Dear  Sir, — With  reference  to  the  order  of  the 
City  Council  of  March  11,  1946,  requesting  the 
acceptance  and  laying  out  of  Tesla  street,  Ward  18, 
the  construction  of  this  street  for  approximately 
400  feet  would  cost  approximately  $8,500.  The 
Board  feels  that  the  matter  should  be  given  further 
consideration  and  study. 

Verv  truly  yours, 
Richard  L.  Casey,  Chairman. 
Placed  on  file. 


ACCEPTANCE    OF    WORLEY    STREET. 
The  following  was  received: 

City  of  Boston, 
Office   of   the    Mayor,    April    1,    1946. 
To  the  City  Council. 

Gentlemen, — I  transmit  herewith  communica- 
tion from  the  Board  of  Street  Commissioners,  in 
reply  to  your  order  of  February  4,  1946,  to  accept 
and  lay  out  Worley  street,  Ward  20,  as  a  public 
highway. 

Respectfully, 
James   M.    Curley,    Mayor. 


City  of  Boston, 
Board  of  Street  Commissioners, 

March  29,  1946. 
Hon.  James  M.  Curley, 

Mayor  of  Boston. 
Dear  Sir, — With  reference  to  the  order  of  the 
City  Council  of  February  4,  1946,  requesting  the 
acceptance  and  laying  out  of  Worley  street, 
Ward  20,  and  the  order  of  the  City  Council  of 
February  4,  1946,  requesting  the  acceptance  and 
laying  out  of  Acadia  road,  Ward  20,  the  construc- 
tion of  Worle3'  street  for  a  distance  of  approxi- 
mately 660  feet  would  cost  about  $1,500,  and  the 
construction  of  Acadia  road  for  a  distance  of 
about  275  feet  would  cost  approximately  .$6,500. 

The  Board  feels  that  both  matters  should  receive 
further  consideration  and  study. 

Very  truly  yours, 
Richard  L.  Casey,  Chairman. 
Placed  on  file. 


TRAFFIC   SIGNALS,   HUNTINGTON   AVE- 
NUE  AND   WEST   NEWTON  STREET. 

The  following  was  received: 

City  of  Boston, 
Office  of  the  Mayor,  April  1,  1946. 
To  the  City  Council. 

Gentlemen, — I  transmit  herewith  communica- 
tion, from  the  Boston  Traffic  Commission,  in 
reply  to  your  order  of  March  19,  1946,  to  install 
traffic  signals  at  the  intersection  of  Huntington 
avenue  and  West  Newton  street. 

Respectfully, 
James  M.  Curley,  Mayor. 


City  of  Boston, 
Traffic  Commission,  March  28,  1946. 
Hon.  James  M.  Curley, 

Mayor  of  Boston. 
Dear  Mr.  Mayor, — This  is  in  reply  to  Council 
order    dated    March    19,    1946,    which    reads    as 
follows: 

"Ordered,  That  the  Boston  Traffic  Commission 
be  requested,  through  his  Honor  the  Mayor,  to 
install  traffic  signals  at  the  intersection  of  Hunting- 
ton avenue  and  West  Newton  street." 

The  intersection  of  Huntington  avenue  and 
West  Newton  street  is  on  an  approved  list  of  loca- 
tions for  the  installation  of  traffic  signals  during 
this  year. 

It  may  not  be  possible  to  procure  the  necessary 
underground  cable  for  several  months,  but  the 
signals  will  be  installed  as  soon  as  the  equipment 
is  acquired  and  should  be  in  operation  by  the  late 
summer  or  early  fall. 

Respectfully  yours, 
William  P.  Hickey,  Commissioner. 
Placed  on  file. 


PUSH-BUTTON   SIGNALS,    COTTAGE   AND 
MAVERICK   STREETS. 
The  following  was  received: 

Citv  of  Boston, 
Office  of  the  Mayor,  April  1 ,  1946. 
To  the  City  Council. 

Gentlemen, — I  transmit  herewith  communica- 
tion from  the  Traffic  Commission,  in  reply  to 
your  order  of  March  19,  1946,  to  install  push- 
button traffic  signals  at  the  intersection  of  Cottage 
and  Maverick  streets,  Ward  1. 

Respectfully, 
James  M.  Curley,  Mayor, 


KtO 


CITY    COUNCIL. 


i 'in  of  Boston, 
Traffic  Commission,  March  28,  1946, 
Hon.  James  M.  t !urley, 

.Mayor  of  Boston. 
Drar  Mr.  Mayor, — This  is  in  reply  to  Council 
order   dated    March    19,    1946,    which    reads    as 
follows: 

"Ordered,     That     the     Traffic     Commission     be 

requested,  through  his  Honor  the  Mayor,  to  install 
push-button  traffic  signals  at  the  intersection  of 
Cottage  and  Maverick  streets,  Ward  I." 

In  the  opinion  of  the  engineers  of  Ibis  commis- 
sion traffic  conditions  at  the  intersection  of  Cottage 
street  and  Maverick  street  do  not  warrant  the 
installation  of  a  traffic  signal. 

There  are  certain  minimum  conditions  which 
must  obtain  before  the  approval  of  the  State 
Department  of  Public  Works  can  be  secured  for  a 
traffic  signal  installation.  The  volume  of  cross 
traffic  using  Cottage  street  is  below  the 
minimum   requirements. 

Furthermore,  while  it  is  to  be  deplored  that 
serious  accidents  have  occurred  at  this  inter- 
section, the  record  shows  that  the  number  of  these 
accidents  is  far  below  that  at  hundreds  of  other 
non-signalized  intersections  throughout  the  city. 
Respectfully  yours, 
William  P.  Hickey,  Commissioner. 

Placed  on  file. 


"STOP"   SIGNS   ON   WELD   STREET. 
The  following  was  received: 

City  of  Boston, 
Office  of  the  "Mayor,  April  1,  1946. 
To  the  City  Council. 

Gentlemen, —  I  transmit,  herewith  communica- 
tion from  the  Traffic  Commissioner,  in  reply  to 
your  order  of  March  4,  1946,  to  place  "stop" 
signs  on  Weld  street,  at  the  corner  of  West  Rox- 
bury  Parkway,  Ward  20. 

Respectfully, 
James  M.  Curley,  Mayor. 

City  of  Boston, 
Traffic  Commission,  March  22,  194G. 
Hon.  James  M.  Curley, 

Mayor  of  Boston. 
Dear  Mr.  Mayor, —  This  is  in  reply  to  Council 
order  dated  March  4,  1946.  which  reads  as  follows: 
Ordered,  That  the  Traffic  Commissioner  be  re- 
quested, through  his  Honor  the  Mayor,  to  place 
"stop"  signs  on  Weld  street,  at  the  corner  of  West 
Roxbury  Parkway,  Ward  20. 

This  intersection  is  under  the  jurisdiction  of  the 
Metropolitan  District  Commission  and,  therefore, 
this  Commission  has  no  authority  to  erect  the  re- 
quested signs. 

Very  truly  yours, 
William  P.   Hickey,  Commissioner. 
Placed  on  file. 


CLEANING  OF  STREETS  BEFORE  EASTER. 
The  following  was  received: 

City  of  Boston, 
Office  of  the  Mayor,  April  1,  1946. 
To  the  City  Council. 

Gentlemen, —  I  transmit  herewith  communica- 
tion from  the  Commissioner  of  Public  Works,  in 
reply  to  your  order  of  March  19,  1946,  to  employ 
at  once  sufficient  temporary  help  for  the  purpose 
of  cleaning  up  the  streets  of  Boston  before  Easter. 
Respectfully, 
James  M.  Curley,  Mayor. 

City  of  Boston, 
Public  Works  Department, 

March  30,  1946. 
Hon.  James  M.  Curley, 

Mayor  of  Boston. 
Dear    Mr.    Mayor, —  I    return    order    of    City 
Council   passed   at    its   meeting  of  March    19,   and 
reading  as  follows: 

"Ordered,  That,  his  Honor  the  Mayor  be  re- 
quested to  instruct  the  Commissioner  of  Public 
Works  to  employ  at  once  sufficient  temporary  help 
for  the  purpose  of  cleaning  up  the  streets  of  Boston 
before  Easter." 

The  regular  force  of  our  department  has  been 
supplemented  by  the  appointment  of  one  hundred 
and  fixe  temporary  men;  forty  of  these  men  are 
working  in  the  Highway  Division  and  sixty-five  in 
the  Sanitary  Division. 


All  of  the  forces  of  these  two  divisions  are  now 
concentrated  on  the  work  of  street  cleaning  in  con- 
nection with  the  annual  clean-up  campaign.  We. 
are  following  this  matter  very  carefully  so  that 
within  a  short,  time  all  of  the  streets  of  the  city 
will  be  thoroughly  cleaned. 

Respectfully  yours, 

Robert  P.  Curley, 
Commissioner  of  Public  Works. 

Conn.  CAREY — Mr.  President,  among  those 
requests  I  notice  there  was  one  asking  for  permis- 
sion to  hire  temporary  help  in  order  that  the 
streets  might  be  cleaned  by  Eastertime.  I  hope 
that  that  request  won't  take  the  usual  procedure 
of  being  placed  on  file,  and  I  don't  think  it  will 
be  because  I  know  that  the  Public  Works  Com- 
missioner is  anxious  to  do  a  good  job  and  get  the 
streets,  which  are  without  question  a  disgrace  to 
the  city,  cleaned  up.  It  is  too  bad  this  request 
did  not  come  earlier,  in  order  that  a  sufficient 
number  of  men  might  be  obtained  to  do  the  work 
that  was  necessary.  One  thought  that  I  had  in 
mind  in  connection  with  the  cleaning  of  the  streets 
is  this:  It  will  do  no  good  to  clean  the  streets 
unless  at  some  time  something  is  done  to  clean 
the  sidewalks  and  to  clean  the  vacant  city  property 
and  the  vacant  land  area  that  is  being  used  during 
the  year  by  the  public  and  others  for  dumping 
purposes.  I  don't  know  whether  we  should  expect 
the  street  cleaners  to  clean  off  the  sidewalks  or 
i  not,  but  I  have  observed  time  and  time  again  a 
street  sweeper  going  through  a  district,  and  there 
was  more  dirt  left  on  the  sidewalk  and  cluttered 
around  iron  fences  and  wooden  fences  than  was 
actually  on  the  street  itself,  and,  lo  and  behold, 
the  men  had  no  more  than  left  that  particular 
section  of  the  street  when  the  debris  that  was . 
on  the  sidewalk  and  cluttered  around  the  fences 
was  blown  into  the  street  again.  Now,  if  the  job 
is  going  to  be  done,  let  us,  at  least  on  this  par- 
ticular occasion,  have  the  job  done  right.  Time 
and  time  again  complaints  have  come  to  me,  and 
I  dare  say  have  gone  to  each  and  every  other 
member  of  the  Council,  from  persons  wanting  to 
know  why  the  streets  are  not  kept  in  a  cleaner 
condition.  I  suppose  we  are  all  to  blame  one  way 
or  another  for  the  condition  of  the  streets  at 
times,  but  in  order  to  hope  that,  for  any  length 
of  time,  the  streets  will  be  kept  clean,  we  have 
got  to  have  at  the  same  time  a  good  job  done  on 
the  sidewalks  and  around  the  fences,  and  we  have 
got  to  have  the  Mayor  send  out  word  to  the 
employees  of  the  contractors,  warning  those 
individuals  against  the  careless  manner  that  they 
pursue  in  dumping  barrels  onto  the  ash  carts. 
I  have  seen  on  more  than  one  occasion  a  street 
not  in  too  bad  condition  on  the  day  when  the 
ashes  and  rubbish  were  being  collected,  only  to 
see  the  employees  of  the  contractor  who  had  the 
contract  in  my  district,'  with  utter  disregard  for 
cleanliness  and  health  and  what  not,  deliberately 
and  carelessly  strew  rubbish  and  ashes  along  the 
street.  The  contractor  is  to  be  sympathized  with. 
However,  we  can't  carry  that  excuse  back  to  the 
taxpayers.  They  expect  the  job  to  be  done  right, 
and  we  want  the  job  done  right,  but  when  this 
street  cleaning  program  gets  under  way  I  cer- 
tainly hope  that  for  once  a  thorough  job  will  be 
done,  even  if  it  takes  two  or  three  weeks  longer 
to  do  it.  There  is  absolutely  no  sense  in  sweeping 
the  streets  and  permitting  the  sidewalks  to  be 
cluttered  with  rubbish,  when  it  is  only  a  matter 
of  minutes  when  that  rubbish  is  blown  into  the 
streets  again,  and  then  they  look  as  bad  as  though 
they  were  never  touched  at  all. 

Coun.  KINSELLA— Mr.  President,  I  observed 
on  Sudbury  street  the  other  day  some  city 
employees  sweeping  the  gutters  in  front  of  the 
commercial  establishments  there.  When  I  arrived 
at  City  Hall  I  went  up  to  the  Public  Works  Com- 
missioner and  asked  him  why  it  would  not  be 
better  to  divert  those  men  to  the  areas  where 
families  lived,  rather  than  to  do  the  work  for 
non-resident  business  men.  And  he  said  that  the 
greatest  accumulation  of  dirt  and  rubbish  can  be 
found  in  front  of  these  stores  and  business 
establishments,  because  they  use  so  much  paper 
and  twine  and  one  thing  and  enother.  But  it 
doesn't  strike  me  as  an  adequate  answer.  I  have 
seen  in  Charlestown  as  recently  as  this  morning 
a  handful  of  city  employees  sweeping  up  Main 
street,  and  I  saw  mountains  of  dirt,  two  feet  high, 
going  over  the  curbstone,  as  close  to  each  other 
as  two  feet.  Apparently  a  few  strokes  of  the 
broom  and  they  have  four  or  five  shovelfuls  of 
dirt,  grime,  and  refuse  waiting  for  a    truck   to   come 
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along  and  pick  it  up.  I  wish  that  somebody  in 
this  city  would  establish  the  policy  of  cleaning 
the  streets  for  the  health  of  the  residents,  rather 
than  for  the  scenic  beauty  of  people  who  come 
into  the  city.  I  have  as  much  pride  in  the  appear- 
ance of  the  City  of  Boston  as  anybody  in  the  city, 
but  if  I  were  Mayor  of  this  city  I  would  pay  less 
attention  to  the  commercial  streets  of  the  city 
until  the  residential  streets  were  cleaned  up, 
and  I  wouldn't  care  what  the  criticism  was  or 
where  it  stemmed  from  as  long  as  the  menace  and 
danger  to  the  health  of  the  people  of  the  city  was 
removed.  And  once  again  I  say  that  I  don't 
think  it  is  an  adequate  answer  that  the  side- 
walks and  gutters' in  front  of  commercial  establish- 
ments ought  to  be  cleaned  first  for  non-residents, 
and  I  wish  that  I  might  have  said  that  in  the 
form  of  an  order  so  it  would  reach  somebody's 
eye.  When  you  see  the  condition  of  the  streets 
of  Boston,  due  no  doubt  to  the  tremendous  fall  of 
snow  that  we  had  this  past  season,  it  makes  you 
wonder  if  Boston  is  the  only  dirty  city  around. 
We  have  heard  Cambridge  extolled  for  the  fine 
job  of  snow  removing  they  did,  and  when  those 
methods  were  suggested  to  us  we  were  told  that 
they  cleaned  up  the  entire  city  of  Cambridge  for 
$15,000,  but  subsequent  investigation  showed  that 
they  did  only  the  main  streets,  and  very  likely 
you  can  be  dead  sure  that  Brattle  street  and  Kirk- 
land  street,  where  the  aristocratic  element  lives, 
were  considered  among  the  main  streets.  I  bet 
they  didn't  go  into  side  streets  where  Joe  Doakes 
lives.  But  until  they  stop  thinking  about  all  the 
scenic  beauty  of  Boston,  rather  than  its  appearance, 
Boston  will  be  just  what  it  is. 

Coun.  RUSSO— If  I  am  in  order,  I  would  like  to 
speak  on  a  previous  order. 

President  KELLY — You  are  perfectly  wel- 
come, councilor. 

Coun.  RUSSO — Of  course,  on  these  orders 
there  have  been  many  orders  presented  in  the 
Council,  and  I  have  presented  many  of  them 
myself,  and  I  concur  in  the  opinion  of  the  previous 
speakers.  In  particular,  I  think  if  you  look  at 
the  records  you  will  find  that  Easter  and  Christmas 
days,  which  are  remembered  by  everyone,  are 
the  days  that  seem  to  be  most  forgotten.  And 
particularly  in  regard  to  the  owners  of  stores 
that  don't  live  in  the  district  that  they  do  business 
in,  where  they  sell  fruit,  vegetables  and  various 
other  items.  I  say  that  something  ought  to  be 
done.  We  need  the  cooperation  of  the  people 
themselves,  and  we  must  have  ithe  cooperation 
of  the  city  employees.  But  each  must  work  hand 
in  hand;  otherwise  we  will  never  get  anywhere, 
and  it  is  very  nauseating  at  times,  Mr.  President, 
to  see  that  these  individuals  day  in  and  day  out, 
night  in  and  night  out,  seem  to  forget  the  people 
that  live  in  the  neighborhood  once  they  close 
their  stores.  The  proper  authorities  ought  to  do 
something  about  it,  perhaps  by  warning  them, 
in  the  first  place,  and  then,  if  not  followed  up,  by 
taking  drastic  action.  And  I  refer  to  Salem  street, 
Cross  street,  Prince  street,  and  there  are  other 
streets  in  my  particular  district.  Every  Easter 
Sunday  you  will  find  they  leave  their  refuse  and 
garbage  and  everything  outside,  forgetting  the 
people  that  live  there.  So  I  do  hope  that  the 
proper  authorities  will  do  something  about  it 
this   coming  Easter  and  every  day   thereafter. 

Coun.  CAREY — Mr.  President,  a  point  of 
information. 

President  KELLY — State  your  point  of  infor- 
mation. 

Coun.  CAREY — Does  the  communication 
from  the  Mayor  indicate  how  many  men  he  had 
anticipated  putting  on  for  street  cleaning? 

President  KELLY — The  Chair  will  gladly  have 
that  read. 

(The  communication  is  read  by  the  clerk.) 

Coun.  CAREY — Frankly,  I  think  we  could 
use  105  men  in  District  7  alone.  I  know  within 
the  past  month  there  has  been  very  little  clean- 
ing done  in  District  7,  which  embraces  Roxbury 
and  Jamaica  Plain,  principally  because  the  force 
that  ordinarily  works  out  of  that  yard  has  been 
used  downtown.  Now  it  is  well  to  have  the 
streets  clean  and  in  a  presentable  way  and  I 
guess  in  every  ward  there  are  taxpayers  who  for 
the  most  part  do  cooperate  in  an  endeavor  to 
keep  the  streets  clean.  But,  with  the  exception 
of  Tremont  street,  that  part  that  runs  through 
Ward  10,  I  don't  think  the  men  of  the  Highland 
Street  yard  have  had  a  fair  opportunity  to  do 
any  of  the  street  cleaning  in  my  ward,  and  the 
weather  has  been  such  for  the  last  five  or  six  weeks 


that  plenty  of  street  cleaning  could  have  been 
done.  But  in  talking  with  the  foreman  out 
in  the  Highland  Street  yard,  he  tells  me  he  has 
neither  the  men  nor  the  equipment.  He  has 
three  trucks  out  there,  and  sometimes  you  will 
find  that  one  of  those  trucks  can  be  used  in  the 
morning,  and  two  have  to  stay  in  the  yard.  We 
have  no  street  sweepers  out  there,  although  we 
will  from  time  to  time  observe  mechanical  street 
sweepers  in  the  downtown  sections  of  the  city. 
Well,  I  think  the  people  back  in  the  residential 
sections  are  just  as  much  entitled  to  the  use  of 
mechanical  sweepers  as  the  people  in  the  down- 
town section,  in  the  business  section.  I  find 
in  my  experience  of  over  five  years  that  very 
little  is  done  in  the  way  of  giving  tax  relief  to  the 
residential  taxpayers  of  the  city.  Therefore, 
it  is  about  time  that  they  were  given  a  break, 
seeing  that  the  streets  in  their  districts  are  put 
into  and  kept  in  a  presentable  condition.  It  is 
common  sense  to  know,  with  the  force  that  they 
have  in  District  7,  and  no  doubt  every  other 
district  in  the  city,  with  no  mechanical  sweepers, 
that  it  is  impossible  to  keep  the  streets  in  good 
condition,  to  either  sweep  them  or  make  any 
other  effort  to  keep  them  in  good  condition. 
So  let  us  hope  that  this  won't  only  be  a  matter  of 
105  men  being  put  on.  Let  them  send  them  out  to 
District  7,  where  they  are  badly  needed,  and 
the  need  is  there  for  more  men.  So  let  us  quit 
kidding  ourselves  and  the  people  in  our  districts. 
It  is  impossible  to  keep  the  streets  clean  without 
'proper  facilities,  and  I  hope  that  his  Honor  the 
Mayor  will  see  to  it  that  proper  facilities  are  ob- 
tained to  do  this  work. 

Coun.  KEENAN— Mr.  President,  I  would  like 
to  add  a  few  words  to  what  Councilor_  Carey  has 
said.  Out  in  Dorchester,  in  the  Gibson  Street 
Sanitary  Yard — I  stopped  there  last  week — 
they  informed  me  that  that  yard  takes  in  prac- 
tically five  wards  of  Dorchester,  and  all  they 
have  is  nine  men,  no  sweepers  and  no  trucks. 
I  inquired  how  many  were  to  be  sent  out  from  the 
list  that  his  Honor  the  Mayor  submitted  of  150 
temporary  men,  and  they  said  they  were  either 
in  the  Back  Bay  or  downtown.  So  I  hope  that 
the  few  words  I  have  to  say  will  be  added  to  what 
Councilor  Carey  has  said,  in  order  to  see  that 
more  men  are  sent  out  to  my  ward,  which  is 
positively  a  disgrace. 

Coun.  KINSELLA — Mr.  President,  about  two 
or  three  years  ago,  when  Governor  Tobin  was 
Mayor,  if  you  recall,  we  appropriated  $5,000  to 
organize  a  clean-up  campaign  in  the  city.  The 
city  then  was  in  as  deplorable  a  shape  as  it  is 
today,  and  I  made  the  statement  at  that  time, 
which  has  just  occurred  to  me,  and  which  I  shall 
repeat,  that  probably  80  per  cent  of  the  filth  of 
the  city  is  contributed  by  non-Bostonians.  And 
I  stand  to  prove  my  statement.  I  have  observed 
hundred  after  hundred  leaving  their  trains  in 
the  morning,  who  will  walk  along  the  streets 
towards  their  place  of  employment,  and  at  some 
place  along  the  line  one  out  of  ten  will  take  an 
old  newspaper  that  he  has  finished  reading  and 
throw  it  into  the  gutter  or  lay  it  on  a  wide  window 
ledge,  or  throw  it  into  a  doorway  of  a  building 
that  probably  is  not  occupied  or  at  that  time 
in  the  morning  is  not  open.  They  don't  make  use 
of  the  refuse  and  trash  stands  provided  by  the 
city.  They  throw  their  empty  cigar  and  cigarette 
packages  and  empty  match  packages  into  the 
street.  I  have  seen  over  at  Bunker  Hill  Monu- 
ment, one  of  the  hallowed  shrines  of  this  part  of 
the  country — and,  yes,  of  the  world — I  have  seen 
groups  of  tourists  going  up  the  stairs,  while  some- 
body, generally  the  father  of  the  group,  very 
often  stays  behind,  and,  since  those  cars  are 
out-of-town  cars  and  have  done  some  travelling, 
it  gives  them  a  chance  to  brush  out  the  back  and 
front  of  their  car,  right  onto  the  sidewalk.  Now, 
we  take  great  pride  in  the  condition  of  the  streets 
around  the  monument,  but  God  alone  knows  how 
much  dirt  the  visitors  for  whom  we  clean  up 
bring  back  to  us  without  charge.  I  say  in  defence 
of  the  Boston  residents,  many  of  whom  are  lax 
and  indifferent,  that  not  all  of  them  are  lax  and 
indifferent.  I  have  seen  a  long  stream  of  Navy 
Yard  workers  leave  that  yard  down  there  in  the 
evening,  race  over  Bunker  Hill  street,  throw  out 
empty  cigarette  packages  and  newspapers,  and 
the  casual  observer  riding  along  through  the  town 
later  says,  "What  can  you  expect  from  Charles- 
town  people?"  But  they  don't  know  how  to 
analyze  the  condition  or  examine  into  it,  and  we 
take   on   the  shameful   burden   of  being  unclean. 
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Well,  we  are  not  unclean.  Thai  oan  be  said  of 
the  average  Boston  ward  where  there  is  heavy 
non-residential  traffic.  They  bring  in  So  per  oen.1 
of  our  scum  and  dirt,  and  don't  pay  a  damn  cent 
toward  removing  it.  And  then  when  we  have  to 
appropriate  money  up  here  it  is  like  pulling 
teeth  without  was.  1  think  the  truth  of  the  mat  ter 
i-  that  word  1  utter  today  about  the  non-Bos tonian, 
and  what  1  said  two  or  throe  years  ago  was  arid 
Mill  is  the  truth.  Eighty  per  cent  of  the  filth  of 
Boston  is  brought  in  heir  without  charge  to  us, 
except  for  removal.  And  that  is  what  makes  me 
more  and  more  in  favor  of  an  occupational  loca- 
tion tax.  If  they  arc  going  to  bring  that  in,  they 
should  have  to  compensate  for  it,  and  give  us 
something  with  which  to  remove  it.  Half  of 
them  who  arc  taken  to  the  City  Hospital  on  any 
given  night,  collapsing  in  the  street,  don't  live  in 
Boston,  and  rarely,  if  ever,  pay  Boston  for  the 
treatment  given  to  them  there.  It  was  only  last 
week  that  the  City  of  Medford  threatened  to 
take  a  resident  of  Charlcstown  into  court  for  non- 
payment of  a  hospital  bill.  I  have  yet  to  hear  of 
the  City  of  Boston  threatening  to  take  a  non- 
Bostonian  into  court  for  non-payment  of  a  hospital 
bill.  I  think  the  truth  is  a  little  bitter  for  them 
to  swallow,  but  it  is  truth  and  they  can  swallow 
it  or  not. 

Placed  on  file. 


TRAFFIC    HAZARD,    SEAVER    STREET 

AND    WALNUT   AVENUE. 
The  following  was  received: 

City  of  Boston, 
Office  of  the  Mayor,  April  1,  194G. 
To  the  City  Council. 

Gentlemen, —  I  transmit,  herewith  communica- 
tion from  the  Commissioner  of  Public  Works,  ih 
reply  to  your  order  of  February  25,  1946,  to  in- 
vestigate and  correct  the  traffic  hazard  that  is  now 
encountered  at  the  junction  of  Seaver  street  and 
Walnut  avenue,  Roxbury,  because  of  poor  lighting 
facilities. 

Respectfully, 
James  M.  Curley,  Mayor. 

City   of  Boston, 
Public  Works  Department, 

March  26,  1946. 
To    J.    Joseph    Connors,    Chief    Clerk,    Mayor's 

Office. 
From    Robert    P.    Curley,    Commissioner,    Public 

Works  Department. 
Subject:  Lighting  Facilities  at  junction  of  Seaver 
Street  and  Walnut  Avenue,  Roxbury. 
I  return  herewith  order  in  City  Council  that  the 
Commissioner  of  Public  Works  investigate  and 
correct  the  traffic  hazard  that  is  now  encountered 
at  the  junction  of  Seaver  street  and  Walnut  avenue, 
Roxbury,  because  of  poor  lighting  facilities,  and  this 
will  advise  you  that  the  Boston  Edison  Company- 
has  been  requested  to  install  two  street  lamps 
at  this  location. 

Robert  P.  Corley, 
Commissioner  of  Public  Works. 
Placed  on  file. 


CONSTRUCTION  OF  MECHANIC   STREET, 
WARD    21. 
The  following  was  received: 

City   of   Boston, 
Office    of    the    Mayor,    April    1,    1946. 
To  the  City  Council. 

Gentlemen, — I  transmit  herewith  communica- 
tion from  the  Commissioner  of  Public  Works,  in 
reply  to  your  order  of  March  19,  1946,  to  instruct 
the  contractor  to  immediately  proceed  with  the 
construction  of  Mechanic  street,  Ward  21,  now 
known  an  Higgins  street,  work  on  which  was 
tended  during  the  winter  months. 

Respectfully, 
James    M.    Curley,    Mayor. 

City   of   Boston, 
Public   Works   Department, 

March  26,  1946. 
To    J.    Joseph    Connors,    Chief    Clerk,    Mayor's 

Office. 
From    Robert    P.    Curley,    Commissioner,    Public 
Works  Department. 

Subject:     Biggins  Street,  Ward  21. 

I   return   herewith   order   in    City   Council   that 
the   Commissioner    of    Public    Works    instruct    the 


contractor     to     inn liately      proceed      with      the 

construction  of  Mechanic  street.  Ward  21,  now 
known  as  Higgins  street,  work  on  which  was 
suspended  during  the  winter  months,  and  this 
will  advise  you  that  work  on  this  street  will  be 
resumed  by  the  contractor  just  as  soon  as  the 
construction  season  opens  up,  which  will  be 
during  the  early  part  of  next  month. 

ROHERT    P.     Ct'RI.EY, 

Commissioner  of  Public   Works. 
Placed  on  file. 


"STOP"  SIGN  ON  SOUTH   STREET. 
The  following  was  received: 

City   of   Boston, 
Office    of    the    Mayor,    April    1,    1946. 
To  the  City  Council. 

Gentlemen, — I  transmit  herewith  communica- 
tion from  the  Traffic  Commissioner,  in  reply  to 
your  order  of  March  4,  1946,  to  place  a  "stop" 
sign  on  South  street,  at  the  corner  of  Centre 
street,  Ward  20. 

Respectfully, 
James    M.    Curley,    Mayor. 

Citv   of   Boston, 
Traffic  Commission,  March  22,  1946. 
Hon.  James  M.  Curley, 

Mayor  of   Boston. 

Dear  Mr.  Mayor, — This  is  in  reply  to  Council 
order  dated  March  4,  1946,  which  reads  as  follows: 

"Ordered,  That  the  Traffic  Commissioner  be 
requested,  through  his  Honor  the  Mayor,  to  place 
a  "stop"  sign  on  South  street,  at  the  corner  of 
Centre  street,  Ward  20." 

This  location  is  comprised  of  the  intersection  of 
Centre  street,  Church  street  and  South  street. 
We  assume  that  the  Council  order  intends  the 
installation  of  a  stop  sign  in  South  street  at  Centre 
street  to  govern  South  street  traffic  entering  the 
intersection.  Because  of  the  peculiar  layout  of  this 
intersection  it  would  be  necessary  to  erect  such  a 
sign  at  a  point  so  far  back  of  the  desired  stopping 
point  that  it  could  not  be  effective. 

Accurate  observations  made  by  this  department 
show  that  only  about  30  per  cent  of  motorists 
obey  stop  signs.  It  is  our  opinion  that  the  per- 
centage which  would  obey  a  sign  erected  at  this 
location  would  be  much  less,  and  that  a  more 
dangerous  condition  than  exists  at  present  would 
be  created,  because  Centre  street  traffic  would 
assume  that  all  traffic  entering  the  area  from 
South  street  would  stop  before  entering.  As  a 
result,  the  Centre  street  traffic  would  proceed 
through  the  intersection  at  a  higher  rate  of  speed 
than  it  does  under  present  conditions  and  would 
thereby  increase  the  potential  collision  hazard. 
Very  truly  yours, 
William    P.    Hickey,    Commissioner. 

Placed  on  file. 


CATCH-BASIN   NEAR   2500   CENTRE 
STREET. 
The  following  was  received: 

City  of  Boston, 
Office  of  the  Mayor,  April  1,  1946. 
To  the  City  Council. 

Gentlemen, — I  transmit  herewith  communica- 
tion from  the  Commissioner  of  Public  Works,  in 
reply  to  your  order  of  March  4,  1946,  to  install  a 
catch-basin  at  approximately  2500  Centre  street, 
Ward  20. 

Respectfully, 
James  M.  Curley,  Mayor. 

City  of  Boston, 
Public  Works  Department, 

March  29,  1946. 
To  J.  Joseph  Connors,  Chief  Clerk,  Mayor's  Office. 
From  Robert  P.  Curley,  Commissioner  of  Public 

Works. 
Subject:   City  Council  order,   March   4,    1946,  re 
Catch-basin    at   approximately   2500   Centre 
Street.  Ward  20. 
In  reference  to  Council  order  of  March  4,  1946, 
requesting  the  construction  of  a  catch-basin  near 
2500  Centre  street,   Ward  20,  an  investigation  of 
this   request,   following  a   recent   rainstorm,   indi- 
cates that  it  is  not  advisable  to  build  a  catch-basin 
at  this  location,  as  it  would  intercept  little  or  no 
water. 

Robert  P.  Curley, 
Commissioner  of  Public  Works. 
Placed  on  file. 
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CATCH-BASIN    NEAR    19   WRIGHT   ROAD. 
The  following  was  received: 

City  of  Boston, 
Office  of  the  Mayor,  April  1,  1946. 
To  the  City  Council. 

Gentlemen, — I   transmit   herewith    communica- 
tion from  the  Commissioner  of  Public  Works,  in 
reply  to  your  order  of  March  4,  1946,  to  install  a 
catch-basin  near  19  Wright  road,  Ward  20. 
Respectfully, 
James  M.  Cueley,  Mayor. 

City  of  Boston, 
Public  Works  Department, 

March  29,  1946. 
To  J.  Joseph  Connors,  Chief  Clerk,  Mayor's  Office. 
From  Robert  P.  Curley,  Commissioner  of  Public 

Works. 
Subject:  City  Council  Order,  March  4,  1946,  ;e 
Catch-basin  near  19  Wright  Road,  Ward  20. 
In  reference  to  Council  order  of  March  4,  1946, 
requesting  the  construction  of  a  catch-basin  near 
19  Wright  road,  Ward  20,  an  investigation  of  this 
request  indicates  the  need  of  a  catch-basin,  and  it 
will  be  constructed  accordingly. 

Robert  P.  Curley, 
Commissioner  of  Public  Works. 
Placed  on  file, 


ABSENCE   OF   MAYOR   FROM   CITY. 
The  following  was  received: 

City  of  Boston, 
Office  of  the  Mayor,  March  20,  1946. 
Mr.  John  B.  Hynes, 

City  Clerk,  Mayor's  Office. 
Dear    Sir, — You    are     hereby    notified    of    my 
absence  from  the  city  March  21  and  22,  1946. 
Respectfully, 
James  M.  Curley,  Mayor. 
Placed  on  file. 


PETITIONS   REFERRED. 

The  following  petitions  were  received  and 
referred  to  the  committees  named,  viz.: 

Claims. 

Joseph  G.  Boyd,  to  be  reimbursed  as  result  of 
accident  which  occurred  while  in  performance  of 
duty. 

Harriet  Capen,  for  compensation  for  damage  to 
car  by  fire  apparatus. 

Stephen  Caruso,  for  compensation  for  damage 
to  car  by  fire  apparatus. 

Anne  Coine,  for  compensation  for  damage  to 
property  at  95  Dent  street,  caused  by  city  workmen. 

Elizabeth  Cosgrove.  for  compensation  for  in- 
juries eausedby  an  alleged  defect  in  Cabot  street. 

Leonard  R.  Crosby,  for  compensation  for  in- 
juries caused  by  an  alleged  defect  at  47-55  Brad- 
wood  street. 

Fannie  Goldstein,  for  compensation  for  injuries 
caused  by  an  alleged  defect  in  Neponset  avenue. 

Michael  T.  McGinley,  to  be  reimbursed  as  result 
of  accident  which  occurred  while  in  performance 
of  duty. 

Rosco  Panzini,  to  be  reimbursed  as  result  of 
accident  which  occurred  while  in  performance  of 
duty. 

Saul  Quinn,  for  compensation  for  damage  to  car 
caused  by  an  alleged  defect  at  20.32  Columbus 
avenue. 

William  G.  Raftery,  for  compensation  for  dam- 
age to  car  caused  by  an  alleged  defect  in.Albano 
street. 

Andrew  J.  Rourke,  for  compensation  for  damage 
to  property  at  14  Prentiss  road,  while  digging  street. 

Harry  Segal,  for  compensation  for  damage  to 
car  by  police  ambulance. 

Lillian  Wolfson,  for  compensation  for  injuries 
caused  by  an  alleged  defect  in  Robert  Swan  School. 

Executive. 

Petition  of  National  League  Baseball  Club  for 
license  for  Sunday  sports  at  Braves  Field. 

Petition  of  Mary  E.  Preston,  to  be  paid  annuity 
on  account  of  death  of  husband,  Richard  F. 
Preston,  late  member  of  Police  Department. 

Gertrude  M.  Gale,  to  be  ppid  annuity  on  account 
of  death  of  husband,  John  J.  Gale,  late  member  of 
Police  Department. 


Mrs.  William  Farley,  to  be  paid  annuity  on 
account  of  death  of  husband,  William  F.  Farley, 
late  member  of  Fire  Department. 

Committee  on  County  Accounts. 
Petition  of  Dennis  J.  Kelleher,  probation  officer, 
East  Boston  Court,  to  be  retired  as  of  February  28, 
1946,  having  reached  age  of  retirement. 


PERMITS   FOR   MINOR   CHILDREN. 

A  petition  for  minor  children  to  appear  at 
Jordan  Hall  on  April  12  was  received  from  D. 
Tierney. 

Granted  under  usual  conditions. 


APPOINTMENT   OF   JOSEPH   A. 
GONE,    JR. 


LAN- 


Notice  was  received  from  the  Mayor  of  appoint- 
ment of  Joseph  A.  Langone,  Jr.,  190  North  street, 
to  be  Election  Commissioner  in  the  Election  De- 
partment, for  term  ending  March  31,  1950,  vice 
Arthur  V.  Coughlin,  term  expired. 

Placed  on  file. 


APPOINTMENT   OF   HENRY   OATWAY   AS 
FOOD    INSPECTOR. 

Notice  was  received  from  the  Health  Commis- 
sioner of  provisional  appointment  of  Henry  Oat- 
way  as  food  inspector  at  $1,800  a  year  plus  $200 
E.  C.  A.,  effective  March  27,  1946. 

Placed  on  file. 


NOTICE   OF   HEARING. 

Notice  was  received  from  the  Department  of 
Public  Utilities  of  hearing  to  be  held  April  8  at 
10.30  a.  m.  on  petition, of  Boston  Elevated  Railway 
Company  to  lease  portion  of  Washington  Station 
lobby  for  sale  of  food. 

Placed  on  file. 


ROPING     OFF     STREETS     FOR     REDDISH 
ATHLETIC  ASSOCIATION  ROAD  RACE. 

Coun.  CAREY  offered  the  following: 
Ordered,  That  the  City  Messenger  be  requested 
to  arrange  for  the  roping  of  streets  at  the  points 
necessary  along  the  route  of  the  annual  road  race 
conducted  by  the  Reddish  Athletic  Association 
on  March  30,  1946,  the  expense  of  same  to  be 
charged  to  the  City  Council  appropriation  for 
Flags,  Ropes  and  Stakes. 

Passed  under  suspension  of  the  rule. 


MAINTENANCE  OF  VETERANS  MEMORIAL 
PLAQUE     ON     COMMON. 

Coun.  HANNON  and  KINSELLA  offered  the 
following: 

Ordered,  That  his  Honor  the  Mayor  be  requested 
to  delegate  to  the  proper  authority  the  mainte- 
nance and  continued  upkeep  of  the  veterans 
memorial  plaque  on  the  Boston  Common. 

Passed  under  suspension  of  the  rule. 


LEGISLATION  FOR  PAYMENT  TO  WIDOW 
OF  CHARLES  A.  MOORE. 

Coun.  HANNON  offered  the  following: 
Resolved,  That  the  City  Council  of  the  City  of 
Boston  hereby  favors  the  enactment  of  legislation 
for  the  payment  of  a  sum  of  money  to  the  widow  of 
Charles  A.  Moore,  provided  that  said  legislation 
contains  a  referendum  to  the  Mayor  and  the  City 
Council. 

Passed  under  suspension  of  the  rule. 


RECONSTRUCTION   OF 
RICHARD  C.   HUMPHREYS  SCHOOL. 

Coun.  HANNON  offered  the  following: 
Ordered,  That  his  Honor  the  Mayor  direct  the 
School  Committee  to  make  immediate  plans  for  the 
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reconstruction  or  the  replacing  of  the  Richard  C. 
Humphreys  School  in  Ward  Ki,  which  was  de- 
ed by  fire. 

Coun.  HANNON — Mr.  President,  a  few  weeks 
ago  one  of  the  schools  in  my  district  was  destroyed 
by  fire.  This,  of  course,  necessitates  transfer  of 
the  pupils  to  another  school,  with  the  result  that 
that  school  is  very  much  overcrowded.  The  chil- 
dren are  forced  to  go  a  longer  distance  to  school, 
and  many  times  the\  have  to  face  traffic  conditions 
and  cross  very  heavily  traveled  streets.  This,  of 
course.  1  understand,  is  a  very  temporary  arrange- 
ment, as  it  was  an  emergency  which  could  not  he 
anticipated.  However,  for  many  weeks  this  school, 
since  the  fire,  has  been  there,  apparently  standing 
on  its  own;  and  even  yet,  as  I  understand  it,  no 
determination  lias  been  reached  as  to  whether  this 
school  is  going  to  be  repaired  or  torn  down.  Now, 
we  need  that  school.  Of  course,  a  school  cannot  be 
built  overnight,  and  I  want  the  children  of  my 
district  to  have  proper  facilities  for  educational 
purposes.  This  school  is  needed,  and  if  the  School 
Committee  has  not  got  the  money  to  repair  or  re- 
place the  school,  we  might  as  well  find  it  out  now 
and  not  wait  until  next  September,  when  the 
children  will  be  returning  to  school.  We  need  that 
school  there,  and  I  want  the  school  repaired  or 
replaced. 

The  order  was  passed  under  suspension  of  the 
rule. 


IMPROVEMENT  FOR  PLAYGROUND  PUR- 
POSES OF  LAND  ON  CARSON  STREET. 

Coun.  HANNON  offered  the  following: 

Ordered,  That  his  Honor  the  Mayor  be  requested 
to  direct  the  Park  Commissioner  to  proceed  forth- 
with with  the  improvement  for  playground  purposes 
of  the  land  on  Carson  street,  Ward  13,  now  owned 
by  the  Park  Department. 

Coun.  HANNON — Mr.  President,  sometime 
last  year,  in  the  fall  of  last  year,  I,  through  the  co- 
operation of  the  other  councilors,  was  able  to  put 
through  the  Council  a  transfer  of  land  from  the 
Real  Estate  Division  to  the  Park  Department  of 
the  city.  Now  that  land  belongs  to  the  Park  De- 
partment, and  I  think  even  yet  the  most  pressing 
problem  we  face  is  the  problem  of  juvenile  delin- 
quency, and  it  amazes  me  sometimes  when  I  know 
that  the  heads  of  the  departments,  to  whom  the 
people  have  entrusted  the  recreational  facilities  for 
our  children,  really  don't  seem  to  put  themselves 
out  much  to  provide  any  recreational  facilities  for 
the  youngsters.  This  vacant  land  has  lain  there 
all  fall  and  winter.  There  has  been  nothing  done 
to  improve  it.  I  would  like  to  see  something  done. 
The  kids  can  play  there  even  if  it  isn't  vacant,  but 
it  is  about  time  that  we  heard  the  name  "play- 
ground" given  to  something  other  than  a  mere  bare 
tract  of  land.  I  think  that  a.  playground  should  be 
a  playground.  There  should  be  some  facilities 
there  for  the  children  to  play.  I  hope  the  Park 
Commissioner  will  do  something  to  improve  this 
land  and  really  make  it  inviting  to  the  children  of 
the  neighborhood  to  go  in  there  and  play. 

The  order  was  passed  under  suspension  of  the 
rule. 


ACCEPTANCE  OF  RUSKIN  ROAD. 

Coun.  CANTWELL  offered  the  following: 
Ordered,    That    the    Board    of   Street   Commis- 
sioners be  requested,  through  his  Honor  the  Mayor, 
to  accept  and  lay  out  as  a  public  highway  Ruskin 
road,  Ward  18. 

Passed  under  suspension  of  the  rule. 


MARATHON  RACE  APRIL  20. 

Coun.  BAYLEY,  CHASE  and  LANE  offered  the 
following: 

Ordered,  That  the  City  Messenger  be,  and 
he  hereby  is,  directed  to  rope  off  the  streets  along 
the  route  of  the  fiftieth  Annual  Marathon  Race 
to  be  conducted  by  the  Boston  Athletic  Associa- 
tion on  Saturday,  April  20,  1946,  the  expense 
of  same  to  be  charged  to  the  City  Council  appro- 
priation  for   Ropes,   Flags  and   Stakes. 

Pa    ''i  tinder  suspension  of  the  rule. 


NAMING    OF    LAMARTINE   STREET 
PLAYGROUND. 

Coun.  McCORMACK  offered  the  following: 
Ordered,  That  the  Park  Commissioner  be 
requested,  through  his  Honor  the  Mayor,  to  name 
the  playground  located  at  the  intersection  of 
Green  and  Lamartine  streets,  Ward  19,  the 
Corporal  Joseph  Edward  Johnson  Playground, 
in  honor  of  this  World  War  II  veteran,  who  was 
one  of  the  first  Jamaica  Plain  men  killed  by 
enemy  fire  in  this  war. 

Passed  under  suspension  of  the  rule. 


CONSTRUCTION    OF    SOLARIUM    AND 
BATH  HOUSE,  WARD  3. 

Coun.  RUSSO  offered  the  following: 
Ordered,  That  his  Honor  the  Mayor  be  re- 
quested to  direct  the  Trustees  of  the  George 
Robert  White  Fund  to  immediately  advertise 
for  bids  for  the  construction  of  the  solarium  and 
bath  house  on  the  Charles  river,  Ward  3,  so  that 
the  people  may  enjoy  the  use  of  same. 
Passed  under  suspension  of  the  rule. 


BOAT,    INSTITUTIONS  DEPARTMENT. 

President  KELLY  called  up,  under  assignment, 
No.  2  on  the  calendar,  viz.: 

2.  Order  for  appropriation  of  $80,000  for 
purchase,  alterations,  etc.,  of  a  boat  for  Institu- 
tions Department,  Long  Island  Hospital. 

Referred  to  Executive  Committee. 


CONFIRMATION    OF    APPOINTMENT. 

Coun.  BRYAN  called  up,  under  assignment, 
No.  1  on  the  calendar,  viz.: 

1.  Action  on  appointment  submitted  by  Mayor 
March  11,  1946,  of  John  W.  Hanify,  to  be  a 
Constable,  not  authorized  to  serve  civil  process. 

Coun.  HANNON— Mr.  President. 

President  KELLY — Councilor  Hannon. 

Coun.  HANNON — A  point  of  information.  Has 
this  been  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Constables 
and  Confirmations? 

President  KELLY — Yes,  sir,  it  came  out  of  the 
committee  last  week  and  was  laid  on  the  table 
for  one  week.  Now  the  committee  is  reporting 
back  again  today. 

Coun.  Bryan  and  Kinsella  were  appointed  as  a 
committee  to  receive,  sort  and  count  the  ballots, 
and  the  appointment  was  confirmed,  yeas  14, 
nays  0. 


PUSH-BUTTON     SIGNALS     AT    CUMMINS 
HIGHWAY   AND    BROWN   AVENUE. 

Coun.  McCORMACK  offered  the  following: 
Ordered,  That  the  Traffic  Commissioner  be 
requested,  through  his  Honor  the  Mayor,  to  install 
push-button  traffic  lights  at  the  junction  of  Cum- 
mins Highway  and  Brown  avenue  in  the  Roslindale 
district  of  Ward  19. 

Passed  under  suspension  of  the  rule. 


REPORT   OF   COMMITTEE   ON   CON- 
STABLES  AND    CONFIRMATIONS. 

Coun.  BRYAN,  for  the  Committee  on  Con- 
stables and  Confirmations,  submitted  the  following; 

Report  on  appointments  by  the  Mayor  (referred 
March  25)  of  constables  for  term  ending  April  30, 
1946,  authorized  to  serve  civil  process  upon  filing 
of  bond,  William  Thomas  Gatvin  and  Walter  E. 
Hamlet,  and  appointment  of  Joseph  A.  Locke  as 
constable  to  serve  without  bond  and  without 
authority  to  serve  civil  process  for  term  ending 
April  30,  1946 — that  same  ought  to  pass. 

The  report  was  accepted,  and  the  question  came 
on  confirmation  of  the  appointments. 

Coun.  RUSSO— Mr.  President,  I  wonder  if  I  am 
in  order  that  we  lay  this  on  the  table  for  one 
week? 
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President  KELLY — I  have  ordered  the  taking 
of  the  ballot.  Are  you  going  to  make  a  motion 
that  the  three  of  them  be  laid  on  the  table  for  one 
week? 

Coun.  RUSSO — Unless  the  Committee  on  Con- 
stables can  give  me  some  information. 

President  KELLY— Well,  the  Chair  is  going  to 
refer  this  matter  to  the  Executive.  Is  there  any 
objection? 

Coun.  RUSSO — No  objection. 

The  matter  of  confirmation  of  the  above  appoint- 
ments was  referred  to  the  Executive  Committee. 


RECESS. 

The  Council  voted  at  3.15  p.  m.,  on  motion  of 
Coun.  HANNON,  to  take  a  recess  subject  to  the 
call  of  the  Chair.  The  members  reassembled  in 
the  Council  Chamber  and  were  called  to  order  by 
President  KELLY  at  4.25  p.  m. 


EXECUTIVE   COMMITTEE   REPORTS. 

Coun.  FISH,  for  the  Executive  Committee, 
submitted  the  following: 

1.  Report  on  petition  of  National  League  Base- 
ball Club  of  Boston,  Inc.,  for  license  for  Sunday 
sports  at  Braves  Field — recommending  that  license 
be  granted. 

Coun.  MUCHNICK— May  I  have  that  read 
once  more,  just  the  heading? 

(The  report  is  again  read,  as  requested.) 

Coun.  MUCHNICK— Mr.  President,  may  my 
opposition  be  recorded  for  the  same  reasons 
advanced  last  week? 

President  KELLY — It  will  be  recorded,  councilor. 

The  report  was  accepted,  and  the  license  was 
granted,  under  usual. conditions. 

The  bond  of  the  Indemnity  Insurance  Company 
of  North  America  was  submitted  and  approved  by 
the  Council. 

2.  Report  on  message  from  the  Mayor  and 
order  (referred  today)  that  expenses  incurred  by 
medical  panel  for  examination  of  veterans  be 
charged  to  the  Contingent  Fund — that  same  ought 
to  pass. 

Coun.  RUSSO — Mr.  President,  a  point  of  in- 
formation. 

President  .  KELLY — State  your  point  of  in- 
formation. 

Coun.  RUSSO — May  I  have  the  order  read 
again? 

(The  order  is  again  read  by  the  clerk.) 

Coun.  RUSSO — I  rise  to  a  point  of  information, 
if  I  may,  Mr.  President. 

President  KELLY — There  is  no  debate  in  the 
process  of  a  roll  call.    You  can  ask  a  question. 

Coun.  RUSSO — I  just  started  to  ask,  Mr.  Pres- 
ident, where  was  this  money  taken  from,  before? 
Is  this  new? 

President  KELLY — This  is  something  new, 
councilor.    This  is  the  first  year  on  it. 

The  question  came  on  the  passage  of  the  order. 
The  roll  was  called,  with  the  result  of  yeas  15, 
nays  0: 

Yeas — Coun.  Bayley,  Bryan,  Cantwell,  Fish, 
Hannon,  Hurley,  Keenan,  Kelly,  Kinsella,  McCor- 
mack,  Moriarty,  Muchniek,  Russo,  Scannell, 
Sullivan — 15. 

Nays — 0. 

3.  Report  on  message  of  Mayor  and  order  (re- 
ferred today)  that  sum  of  $80,000  be  appropriated, 
to  be  expended  under  direction  of  Institutions 
Commissioner,  for  purchase,  alterations,  etc.,  of 
boat  for  Institutions  Department — that  same 
ought  to  pass. 

The  report  was  accepted,  and  the  question  came 
on  the  passage  of  the  order. 

Coun.  HANNON— Mr.  President,  I  find  myself 
now  in  a  rather  peculiar  position,  because  I  realize 
full  well,  of  course,  that  any  adverse  statement 
or  any  adverse  action  might  be  interpreted  as 
contrary  to  the  best  interests  of  politics  and 
contrary  to  the  best  interests  of  those  to  whom 
this  purchase  is  supposed  to  be  of  some  benefit. 
However,  we  come  here  with  certain  obligations, 
and  to  the  best  of  my  ability  I  try  to  fulfill  mine. 
Now,  we  are  faced  here  today  with  a  proposition  of 
appropriating  $80,000  for  a  boat.  The  boat 
itself,  as  I  understand  it,  is  to  cost  $42,500,  and 
everybody  who  has  appeared  before  the  com- 
mittee has  informed  us  that  this  is  a  very  good 
boat.     So  I  am  willing  to  take  their  word  for  it, 


that  that  $42,500  is  a  good  buy.  At  the  same 
time,  however,  the  $42,500  is  a  lot  of  money  to 
pay  for  a  second-hand  article,  especially  when 
you  can  be  given  no  assurance  and  no  proof 
■  that  the  article  for  which  you  are  paying  $42,500 
is  going  to  be  of  any  value  whatsoever.  Now,  I 
listened  to  the  stories  out  there  about  the  "Per- 
kins" being  damaged  and  about  the  "O'Meara" 
being  damaged,  and  if  they  have  been  damaged 
why  isn't  this  big  boat  going  to  be  damaged,  too? 
It  seems  to  me  we  are  proceeding  backwards 
here.  The  thing  to  do — as  I  sat  out  there  and 
listened,  and  I  took  great  pains  to  listen  rather 
than  talk — I  sat  out  there  and  listened,  and  I 
think  the  first  step  here  is  to  prepare  the  harbor 
and  prepare  Long  Island  for  the  reception  of  this 
boat.  We  are  going  to  spend  $42,500  for  a  boat, 
and  if  you  want  to  classify  boats  this  thing  is  a 
tug.  It  is  a  tugboat.  It  is  built  primarily  for 
towing  purposes,  and  once  we  get  it  up  here  it  is 
going  to  be  dismantled,  ripped  apart,  and  prac- 
tically reconstructed.  Well,  that  might  be  good 
business,  but  I  can't  see  it.  If  you  are  going 
to  buy  a  pleasure  ear,  I  don't  think  you  would  buy 
a  truck  and  take  the  body  off  and  have  seats 
put  in  there  for  passengers,  and  for  the  life  of  me 
I  can't  understand  why  they  are  buying  a  tugboat. 
The  government  must  have  other  boats,  and  yet 
the  commisioner  was  honest  enough  and  man 
enough  to  tell  us  that  no  other  boat  was  considered, 
no  other  boat  was  inspected,  no  other  boat  even 
was  contemplated,  before  they  made  arrangements 
to  purchase  this  boat.  Now,  I  am  no  mariner. 
I  don't  want  to  compete  with  some  of  the  other 
members  of  the  Council  whose  judgment  I  respect 
in  matters  marine,  but  as  a  business  man,  as  a 
member  of  the  Council,  I  think  it  would  be  well 
for  us  to  investigate  how  much  the  repairs  of  this 
boat  are  going  to  cost.  And  as  one  member  of 
the  Council  brought  out,  suppose  we  do  remove 
all  this  ballast,  suppose  we  do  remove  these  tanks 
that  hold  the  oil  and  which  will  not  be  necessary 
on  trips  to  Long  Island,  then  if  they  encase  it, 
put  an  upper  deck  on  it,  we  don't  know  but  what 
the  thing  might  not  operate,  it  might  be  top-heavy. 
And  another  phase  of  this  subject  I  would  like 
to  consider  before  we  spend  $80,000  is  this:  What- 
ever happened  to  the  contemplated  plans  to  move 
Long  Island  Hospital  to  the  mainland?  Have 
they  been  discarded?  Have  they  been  scrapped? 
Whatever  became  of  the  plan  to  build  a  bridge 
down  there?  Has  that  been  abandoned?  We 
are  faced  here  with  a  proposition  of  paying  $80,000 
for  a  boat,  and  how  long  that  is  going  to  last  we 
don't  know.  And  maybe  next  week  or  next 
month  they  will  be  in  here  telling  us  that  Long 
Island  Hospital  is  going  to  be  transferred  to  the 
mainland.  That  is  what  I  would  like  to  see,  and 
that  is  why  I  hesitate  to  spend  $80,000  for  some 
question  mark — and  that  is  all  it  is,  a  question 
mark.  The  boat  is  $42,500,  but  this  thing  has 
got  to  be  ripped  off  it,  that  thing  has  to  be  ripped 
off  it,  and  then  somebody  has  to  tow  it  over  here 
from  New  York.  In  plain  language,  I  think  we 
would  be  better  off  if  we  left  the  boat  over  in  New 
York  at  least  until  other  inquiries  are  made  and 
see  if  there  is  not  some  other  boat  better  fitted  for 
our  purposes,  and  determine  and  find  out  whether 
or  not  Long  Island  Hospital  is  going  to  stay  at 
Long  Island.  This  boat  is  used  primarily  to 
bring  patients  and  bring  visitors  down  to  the 
hospital  at  Long  Island.  Now,  if  that  hospital 
is  going  to  be  moved  we  won't  need  any  boat, 
yet  where  is  the  answer  to  that  question?  And 
the  other  proposition  is:  When  are  we  going  to  do 
this  dredging?  It  is  all  right  to  tell  us  out  there 
that  it  will  only  cost  $1,000  to  dredge  Eastern 
Wharf,  only  cost  $1,000  to  dredge  Long  Island. 
When  are  we  going  to  do  it?  After  we  get  the 
boat?  I  think  honestly  and  in  all  sincerity  we 
should  find  out  what  is  going  to  become  of  Long 
Island  Hospital  first  before  we  start  buying  another 
boat.  If  I  were  going  to  spend  $42,500  for  a  boat, 
or  if  I  were  to  spend  $80,000  for  the  complete 
purchase  of  some  equipment  that  would  take  me 
back  and  forth  to  Long  Island,  I  would  go  out 
in  the  market  and  get  something  new.  I  would 
get  something  I  would  know  what  I  had.  I 
would  get  something  built  to  specifications,  and 
built  for  a  certain  purpose.  So  I  think,  Mr. 
President,  we  ought  to  go  slow  on  this  matter. 
And  I  move  that  this  matter  be  laid  on  the  table 
until  next  week. 

The  motion  to  lay  on  the  table  was  put  to  a  vote. 
The  Chair  was  in  doubt  and  asked  for  a  rising 
vote,  and  the  motion  was  lost. 
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CITY     COUNCIL. 


The  question  then  came  on  tl"'  passage  of  the 

order. 

Coun.  HURLEY— Mr.  President,  I  didn't 
intend  to  speak  on  this  order.  I  am  voting  in 
favor  of  it  for  this  reason,  thai  since  I  have  been 
ill  the  Council  the  boats  that  have  been  taking 
passengers  and  freight  to  the  islands  in  Boston 
Harbor  have  been  costing  us  probably  $35,000  to 
$40,000  a  Near.  The  councilor  has  brought  out 
that  if  they  are  to  move  Long  Island  Hospital  to 
the  mainland  it  is  not  needed.  I  say  it  is  needed, 
because  whether  we  keep  Long  Island  Hospital 
there  and  build  a  viaduct  or  move  it  to  the  main- 
land or  not,  it  will  be  a  matter  of  years  before  it 
is  accomplished,  and  therefore  you  will  need  the 
boat.  This  boat  here  was  built  in  1944,  and  it 
took  to  the  water  two  years  ago.  It  must,  be  in 
great  shape.  It  is  a  government  boat,  and  they 
kept  their  equipment  up,  and  they  estimate  the 
cost  would  be  $30,000  to  put  a  superstructure  on 
it.  If  it  was  $50,000,  $20,000  over  the  estimate, 
I  think  the  city  would  be  saving  money  until  such 
time  as  they  decide  what  they  are  going  to  do 
with  Long  Island  Hospital.  There  is  an  awful  lot. 
of  controversy.  I  had  a  talk  with  the  Major 
about  Long  Island  Hospital  about  a  week  ago.  I 
just  happened  to  be  talking  to  him  casually  about 
different  things,  and  it  was  brought  up  about 
Long  Island  Hospital.  I  thought  originally  that 
Long  Island  Hospital  belonged  where  it  is,  that 
it  is  a  proper  place  there.  It  is  a  beautiful  spot 
for  a  hospital  and  an  almshouse.  There  is  no 
suitable  place  in  Boston  that  you  can  bring  both 
of  them.  You  can  bring  a  hospital  side  of  City 
Hall  or  in  the  South  End,  but  certainly  you  are 
not  going  to  bring  an  almshouse  there.  We  were 
in  the  Council  when  they  transferred  the  veterans' 
hospital  to  West  Roxbury,  the  extreme  end  of 
Boston,  in  the  face  of  all  the  petitions  about  putting 
that  hospital  out  there.  That  is  a  nice,  clean 
hospital.  There  is  nothing  unsightly  about  it. 
And  of  course  with  an  almshouse  you  won't  see 
the  same  spectacles  —  well  dressed  people  on  the 
grounds.  It  will  be  poor  people.  And  of  course 
you  would  want  them  in  the  best  place  in  Boston. 
The  best  place  in  Boston  would  be  right  near 
Allston  or  parts  of  Jamaica  Plain  or  Mattapan. 
Another  thing  that  was  brought  to  our  attention 
was,  if  the  hospital  and  almshouse  were  brought 
to  the  mainland,  we  have  a  graveyard  down  there 
with  over  1,000  people  buried,  and  then  what 
becomes  of  the  dead  buried  at  Long  Island?  Do 
we  move  their  bodies  up,  or  do  we  still  maintain 
Long  Island  and  keep  a  respectable  cemetery 
there,  in  addition  to  moving  it  on  to  the  mainland? 
I  think  this  investment  here  is  a  necessary  in- 
vestment, because  if  the  almshouse  and  hospital 
are  still  situated  on  Long  Island,  it  will  be  years 
before  we  can  put  in  a  modern  building,  and  if 
they  are  brought  to  the  mainland  by  the  time  the 
buildings  are  put  up  and  the  causeway  is  built,  we 
will  have  to  have  boats  to  Long  Island  until  that 
is  built.  And  I  think  this  order  ought  to  pass. 
It  is  not  a  great  expenditure  of  money,  and  when 
we  think  of  the  millions  and  millions  of  dollars  we 
are  spending  here — and  we  know  in  the  past  years 
we  have  appropriated  lots  of  money  that  has  not 
been  well  spent  and  not  well  administered.  If 
the  necessity  of  using  the  boat  does  no  longer 
exist,  there  probably  will  be  a  good  market  value 
for  the  boat  from  some  company  along  the  shore 
here. 

Coun.  HANNON— Well,  Mr.  President,  I 
respect  the  opinion  of  my  brother  from  Ward  8 
(Conn.  Hurley)  and  I  think  that  much  of  what  he 
said  is  true.  We  do  spend  a  lot  of  money  here. 
I  think  one  of  the  obligations  of  every  councilor 
here  is  to  try  and  spend  that  money  in  the  best 
possible  way.  And  nobody  can  tell  me  that  if  we 
are  spending  $80,000  for  a  boat,  $42,500  of  which 
is  the  capital  outlay  for  the  structure  of  the  boat 
itself,  and  the  remainder  of  which  is  to  be  used  for 
renovations,  the  cost  of  which  nobody  yet  can 
estimate, — nobody  can  tell  me  that  is  operating 
in  a  businesslike  manner.  I  am  not  going  to  enter 
into  any  discussion  about  the  proper  location  of 
the  almshouse  or  the  proper  location  of  the  hos- 
pital, but  I  want  to  correct  my  brother  when  he 
said  that  the  best  parts  of  Boston  were  Allston 
and  Brighton.  I  just  want  to  advise  him  that  he 
a  mistake.  The  best  part,  of  course,  is 
Dorchester.  I  think  my  brother  will  acknowledge 
that.  However,  the  question  before  us  is  whether 
or  not  this  boat  is  worth  $80,000;  whether  or  not 
we  should  expend  $80,000  on  a  proposition  which 
has  riot   been  made  clear  to  any  one  of  us.      Now  I 


am  as  intelligent  and  as  smart  as  any  other  member 
in  the  Council  here,  and  I  can  understand  that 
certain  members  of  the  Council  might  be  more 
interested  in  a.  boat  than  others  of  us.  Some  are 
lovers  of  the  sea.  However,  this  question  here 
resolves  itself  into  two  or  three  problems.  Is' 
Long  Island  Hospital  going  to  be  kept  there  is 
problem  No.  1.  If  any  part  of  it  is  going  to  be 
moved,  then  certainly  we  don't  need  a  boat  that  is 
going  to  accommodate  250  passengers.  If  any 
part  of  it  is  moved,  a  much  smaller  boat  will  serve 
the  purpose.  Another  factor  is  that  if  the  govern- 
ment, with  the  number  of  boats  that  the  govern- 
ment constructed,  or  the  government  has  built, 
there  must  be  boats  that  were  built  to  carry 
passengers,  and  if  that  is  so,  why  haven't  we  looked 
into  the  purchase  of  one  of  those  boats?  Why 
take  an  old  tug?  The  head  of  the  Institutions 
Department  said  today  that  the  "O'Meara"  and 
the  "Perkins"  only  go  six  knots  an  hour,  but  he 
would  guarantee  this  one  would  go  twelve  knots 
an  hour.  Well,  if  we  are  to  get  a  boat,  we  might  as 
well  get  a  good  one  and,  if  I  know  anything  about 
boating,  I  don't  think  twelve  knots  an  hour  is 
any  kind  of  speed  for  a  modern  boat  to  do.  They 
talk  about  winches  there.  You  know  we  are  not 
going  to  get  anything  for  the  winches  they  take 
off  that  boat.  We  are  going  to  get  hooked  for 
$80,000.  And  this  isn't  only  one  boat.  The 
commissioner  told  us  there  were  ten  or  eleven  of 
them  down  there.  And  if  they  are  such  bargains, 
why  is  it  there  is  such  delay  in  purchasing  them? 
I  am  not  voting  against  it  because  I  feel  I  have 
superior  knowledge  of  it.  I  am  not  voting  against 
it  because  I  am  willing  to  state  it  is  a  poor  bargain, 
but  I  am  voting  against  it  because  I  am  not  in  any 
position  to  say  it  is  a  good,  sound  investment. 
I  agree  with  the  councilor  from  Ward  8  (Coun. 
Hurley)  that  we  have  spent  a  lot  of  money  in 
repairs  to  the  "Perkins"  and  the  "O'Meara."  But 
what  guaranty  is  there  to  us  that  we  are  not  going 
to  spend  just  as  much,  and  even  more,  money  for 
repairing  this  boat?  The  main  cause  of  damage 
to  the  "O'Meara"  and  the  damage  to  the  "Per- 
kins" has  been  the  depth  of  dTaft  of  the  boat. 
And  yet  this  boat  we  are  purchasing  is  going  to 
have  a  deeper  draft.  And,  according  to  my 
method  of  mathematics,  if  a  boat  with  a  9-foot 
draft  is  going  to  get  caught  in  the  mud,  then,  no 
matter  how  you  tamper  with  or  alter  that  boat 
with  an  11-foot  draft,  that  boat  is  going  to  get 
caught  even  deeper  in  the  mud.  , 

Coun.  MADDEN — Mr.  President,  I  quite  con- 
cur with  what  Councilor  Hannon  ha,s  said.  It 
doesn't  make  sense  to  me,  after  three  months 
in  this  august  body,  trying  to  procure  reasonable 
things  from  the  Mayor's  office,  to  be  told, 
week  in  and  week  out,  that  we  must  economize. 
I  have  been  trying  to  get  reasonable  increases 
in  wages  for  some  of  my  friends,  as  no  doubt  you 
all  have.  I  have  a  man  in  my  district  who  has 
worked  for  the  City  of  Boston  for  36  years  and 
gets  the  princely  salary  of  $33  a  week.  And  I 
could  go  on  and  name  case  after  case.  And  I 
am  told  at  the  Mayor's  Office  we  must  economize. 
I  pick  up  the  paper,  and  I  see  where  the  government 
is  going  to  toss  into  eternity  millions  of  dollars 
worth  of  equipment.  If  they  can  throw  millions 
of  dollars  worth  of  equipment  away,  if  they  can 
give  three  billion  dollars  to  England,  I  think  it 
is  preposterous  to  even  spend  $40,000  for  this 
junk.  To  me,  gentlemen,  it  smells.  I  don't 
know  what  the  story  is  behind  it.  I  am  not 
proposing  that  the  cost  is  out  of  line,  but  nobody 
in  the  City  of  Boston  seems  to  know  what  the 
cost  of  renovating  is  going  to  be.  And  even 
then  nobody  has  any  assurance  we  will  have  a 
boat  that  will  suit  the  purpose  for  which  it  is 
being  purchased.  For  that  reason,  Mr.  President, 
I  am  very  much  opposed  to  it. 

Coun.  BAYLEY — Mr.  President,  speaking  on 
the  motion.  I  have  listened  to  both  sides  with  a 
great  deal  of  interest.  In  the  first  place,  on  the 
one  hand,  we  understand  from  the  commissioner 
that  it  has  been  costing  about  $25,000  to  $30,000 
a  year  to  repair  the  two  boats.  At  one  time,  about 
a  month  ago,  both  boats  were  up  at  the  same 
time,  so  we  had  to  borrow  a  boat  from  the  Coast 
Guard.  On  the  other  hand,  there  is  a  great  deal 
to  be  said  for  what  the  distinguished  councilor 
from  Ward  13  (Coun.  Hannon)  has  brought  out, 
that  we  must  be  sure  this  is  a  sound  investment, 
and  that  we  should  look  into  it  to  see  if  there 
are  any  other  boats  which  might  be  better  suited 
for  the  purpose.  Therefore,  so  that  we  may  give 
the  commissioner  a  chance  to  see  if  there  are  any 
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other  boats  that  are  suitable,  we  should  take  a 
little  more  time.  I  think  that  a  boat  should  be 
purchased,  so  that  we  will  not  go  through  this 
year  repairing  old  boats  that  we  have  now.  I 
move  that  this  be  laid  on  the  table. 

Coun.  SCANNELL— Mr.  President. 

President  KELLY — There  is  no  debate  on  the 
motion,  councilor. 

Coun.  SCANNELL— Mr.  President. 

President  KELLY — For  what  purpose  do  yen 
rise? 

Coun.  SCANNELL — A  point  of  information. 

President  KELLY — State  your  point  of  in- 
formation. 

Coun.  SCANNELL — Wasn't  this  motion  to  lay 
the  order  on  the  table  voted  down? 

President  KELLY — The  previous  motion  was 
to  lay  it  on  the  table  for  one  week,  which  is  really 
a  motion  to  assign.  So  this  motion  to  lay  on  the 
table  is  in  order.     There  is  no  debate. 

A  vote  was  taken,  and  the  Chair  being  in  doubt 
asked  for  a  rising  vote.  The  motion  to  lay  on  the 
table  was  carried,  yeas  7,  nays  5. 

Coun.  SCANNELL — I  ask  reconsideration. 

President  KELLY — The  motion  for  recon- 
sideration is  out  of  order. 

4.  Report  on  appointment  of  constables, 
Walter  E.  Hamlet,  William  Thomas  Galvin, 
authorized  to  serve  civil  process  upon  filing  of 
bond,  and  Joseph  A.  Locke  to  serve  without  bond 
and  without  authority  to  serve  civil  process  for 
term  ending  April  30,  1946 — recommending  that 
appointments  be  confirmed. 

The  report  was  accepted,  and  the  appointments 
were  confirmed,  yeas  14,  nays  0. 


REPORT  OF  COMMITTEE  ON 
APPROPRIATIONS. 

Coun.  McCORMACK,  for  the  Committee  on 
Appropriations,  submitted  the  following: 

Report  on  message  of  Mayor  and  order  (re- 
ferred February  18)  that  $60,000  be  appropriated 
from  income  of  Cemetery  Fund,  to  be  expended 
under  direction  of  Park  Commissioner,  for  Ceme- 
tery Division,  Maintenance  and  Improvement — 
that  same  ought  to  pass. 

The  report  was  accepted,  and  the  order  was 
passed,  yeas  14,  nays  0: 

Yeas — Coun.  Bayley,  Bryan,  Cook,  Fish,  Han- 
non,  Hurley,  Keenah,  Kelly,  Madden,  McCormack, 
Moriarty,  Muchnick,  Scannell,  Sullivan — 14. 

Nays— 0. 


REPORT   OF   COMMITTEE   ON    PARKMAN 
FUND. 

Coun.  RUSSO,  for  the  Committee  on  Parkman 
Fund,  submitted  the  following: 

Report  on  message  of  the  Mayor  and  order 
(referred  March  25)  that  $41,000  be  appropriated 
from  income  of  Parkman  Fund,  to  be  expended 
under  direction  of  Park  Commissioners — that  same 
ought  to  pass. 

The  report  was  accepted,  and  the  order  was 
passed,  yess  13,  nays  0: 

Yeas — Coun.  Bayley,  Bryan,  Cook,  Fish, 
Hannon,  Hurley,  Keenan,  Kelly,  Madden,  McCor- 
mack, Moriarty,  Muchnick,  Sullivan — 13. 

Nays — 0. 


TAXES  TO  EASE  REAL  ESTATE  TAXATION- 

Coun.  MUCHNICK  offered  the  following: 
Ordered,  That  his  Honor  the  Mayor  consult  with 
his  newly  appointed  Board  of  Boston  Businessmen 
to  determine  the  advisability  of  sponsoring  legis- 
lation permitting  the  City  of  Boston  to  assess  a  use 
tax  at  the  rate  of  $1  per  seat  per  year  on  the  seating 
capacity  of  all  places  of  public  assembly,  exclusive 
of  religious  institutions  and  schools,  so  as  to  relieve 
in  part  the  burden  now  being  borne  by  real  prop- 
erty, for  a  period  not  to  exceed  five  years. 


TAX  ON  RENTAL  OF  HOTEL  ROOMS. 

Coun.  MUCHNICK  offered  the  following: 
Ordered,  That  his  Honor  the  Mayor  consult  with 
his  newly  appointed  Board  of  Boston  Businessmen 


to  consider  the  advisability  of  sponsoring  legisla- 
tion to  enable  the  City  of  Boston  to  assess  a  tax  on 
the  income  received  by  hotels  from  the  renting  of 
hotel  rooms  to  transient  persons,  so  as  to  relieve 
in  part  the  burden  now  being  borne  by  real  prop- 
perty,  for  a  period  not  exceeding  five  years. 

Coun.  MUCHNICK— Mr.  President,  a  few 
weeks  ago  the  Mayor  called  in  the  real  estate  men , 
industrialists,  the  merchants  and  the  bankers  and 
various  other  business  and  professional  men  of 
the  city  on  two  occasions,  and  tried  to  get  them 
to  go  along  with  his  proposed  $10,000,000  loan. 
And  on  both  of  those  occasions  he  spoke  at  great 
length  about  the  burden  being  borne  by  real 
estate  and  about  the  need  for  easing  those  burdens 
for  some  period  of  time,  so  as  to  encourage  the 
building  of  more  buildings  in  Boston,  and  to 
encourage  industry  to  come  in  here.  The  loan 
has  met  a  very  unhappy  fate  from  the  point  of 
view  of  the  Mayor.  The  Legislature  in  its  wis- 
dom— frankly,  I  happen  to  be  one  of  those  who 
agree  with  the  Legislature — saw  fit  to  kill  off  the 
loan  at  its  inception.  But  it  does  remain  a  fact 
that  real  estate  is  bearing  almost  the  entire  burden 
of  the  tax  problem  of  the  City  of  Boston,  and 
there  is  a  great  to-do  at  present  about  the  fact 
that  the  tax  rate  may  hit  $45,  or  even  closer  to 
$50,  at  the  rate  we  have  appropriated  funds  with 
which  to  run  the  city  this  year.  I  am  not  too 
greatly  concerned  about  the  size  of  the  tax  rate, 
because  if  it  were  proper  for  a  tax  rate  to  be  $40 
five  years  ago,  based  on  the  value  of  the  dollar 
today  $50  is  not  unreasonable  from  an  economic 
point  of  view,  even  if  it  may  be  from  a  political 
point  of  view.  But  that  is  not  the  problem  with 
which  we  are  concerned  here  in  these  two  orders. 
'  There  is  a  board  of  businessmen  who  were  asked 
to  function  by  the  Mayor  to  help  solve  what  he 
called  the  problems  of  Boston.  That  board 
should  be  asked  to  function,  and  not  merely  be  a 
board  in  name,  to  which  the  Mayor  or  anybody 
else  can  pass  the  buck,  and  which  board  in  turn 
can  pass  the  buck  back  again  by  saying  they 
have  never  been  consulted  about  problems  which, 
according  to  some  newspapers,  are  insurmountable. 
Although,  if  one  were  to  analyze  the  problem  care- 
fully, he  would  find  that  Boston  is  in  as  good 
condition  financially,  as  a  result  of  past  adminis- 
trations, as  any  city  in  the  country.  Now,  in 
these  orders,  Mr.  President,  we  have  a  chance 
for  the  businessmen  of  Boston — if  they  really 
mean  business  and  want  to  go  along  with  it — 
we  have  a  chance  for  a  few  years  to  ease  the 
burden  on  real  estate.  There  are,  in  my  opinion, 
at  a  rough  guess,  at  least  a  million  seats  in  the 
City  of  Boston  that  could  be  subject  to  tax.  There 
are  three  or  four  large  places,  like  Boston  Garden, 
Harvard  Stadium,  Fenway  Park,  Braves  Field, 
all  the  movie  houses,  all  the  night  clubs,  and 
barrooms,  the  large  rooms  in  hotels — any  of 
those  places  that  get  licenses,  so  that  their  seating 
capacity  could  be  ascertained — that  could  easily 
be  the  subject  of  a  tax  of  $1  or  more,  depending 
on  the  discretion  of  the  Boston  businessmen, 
which  money  could  be  used,  and  should  be  used, 
to  ease  the  taxation  problem.  Now,  that  would 
be  a  tax  that  would  be  borne  in  the  main  by  non- 
residents of  the  City  of  Boston.  People  from 
Brookline,  Belmont,  Newton,  Maiden,  all  over, 
come  into  Boston  to  take  advantage  of  our  facili- 
ties, particularly  our  luxury  facilities.  They 
could  easily  stand  the  tax.  They  could  stand 
their  share  of  running  the  City  of  Boston  because: 
of  the  use  which  they  make  of  the  city,  both  in 
their  daily  lives  and  in  the  indulgence  of  their 
pleasure-seeking  habits.  And  it  seems  only  fair 
that  we  should  pass  some  of  the  burden  along  to 
them.  From  that  point  of  view  it  seems  most 
equitable  to  me  that  that  be  done.  The  various 
theatres  and  halls  and  other  pleasures  would  not 
be  standing  this  tax  by  themselves,  because  from 
what  I  know  of  the  various  houses  in  Boston  and 
in  other  cities  they  will  pass  the  tax  along  to  the 
consuming  public.  The  same  thing  is  true  of 
taxing  the  income  that  hotels  get  from  transient 
renters  of  their  hotel  rooms.  If  people  who  come 
in  here  to  do  business  in  our  city  from  New  York 
and  various  other  cities  can  pay  $4,  $5  or  $6  for  a 
hotel  room,  just  for  the  rental,  it  seems  to  me  they 
would  have  no  objection  to  paying  a  small  fraction 
as  a  tax  on  that  rental  to  help  carry  on  the  busi- 
ness of  the  city  from  which  they  are  seeking  to 
gain  some  benefit.  For  those  reasons,  and  for 
many  others  which  are  obvious  and  which  could 
easily  be  adduced  here,  it  seems  to  me  that  the  rule 
should  be  suspended  and  the  orders  passed. 
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Coun.  BRYAN  —  I  should  like  to  have  the  first 
order  read. 

(  Phe  order  is  read  by  tlu>  clerk.) 

Coun.  BRYAN  -Mr.  President.  I  would  like 
to  have  thai  order  amended,  so  it  will  also  exclude 
schools  or  any  assemblies  lor  charity.  I  would  like 
to  have  it  amended  to  exclude  schools  or  anything 
that  is  held  in  behalf  of  charity. 

Coun.  MTJCHNTCK— Mr.  President,  I  have  no 
particular  objection  to  leaving  schools  out,  except- 
ing that  1  left  it  out  deliberately  so  that  places  like 
tlu-  Harvard  Stadium,  which  are  not  used  pri- 
marily for  educational  purposes,  but  for  luxury 
and  fun  purposes,  should  be  included. 

President  KELLY — If  it  is  amended  to  read 
"excluding  schools,"  Councilor  Muchniek  has  no 
objection. 

Coun.  BAYLEY — Mr.  President,  this  is  an  im- 
portant suggestion  that  the  councilor  has  put  for- 
ward, and  I  think  it  requires  a  great  deal  of  con- 
sideration. I  move  at  this  time  that  this  be  re- 
ferred to  an  appropriate  committee,  and  that  a 
hearing  be  held  on  the  matter,  before  we  take  hasty 
action  one  way  or  the  other. 

President  KELLY — The  Chair  might  state  that 
he  was  going  to  pass  both  orders  under  suspension 
of  the  rules,  unless  there  was  a  motion  made. 

Coun.  BAYLEY — What  would  be  an  appro- 
priate committee  to  refer  this  matter  to? 

President  KELLY — That  would  be  up  to  you, 
councilor. 

Coun.  BAYLEY — I  move  that  it  be  referred  to 
the  Executive  Committee. 

Coun.  MUCHNICK— It  seems  to  me  that  the 
major  purpose  of  both  of  these  orders  is  to  get  the 
reaction  of  the  Mayor's  committee  of  businessmen, 
and,  if  we  are  going  to  get  a  reaction  there,  either 
pro  or  con,  we  should  get  it  quickly  because  of  the 
fact  that  the  Legislature  is  now  in  session  and  it 
may  require  some  immediate  action.  If  we  stall  it 
off  for  one  more  week,  and  then  it  takes  the  Mayor 
some  time,  assuming  we  pass  it,  to  send  it  along  to 
his  committee,  there  would  be  delay.  They  are 
the  ones  who  should  hold  public  hearings,  if  any- 
body should.  I  don't  see  what  we  have  to  gain  by 
holding  such  a  hearing,  and  I  would  like  to  see  the 
motion  to  send  it  to  Executive  defeated. 

Coun.  FISH— Mr.  President,  I  think  there  is 
tremendous  value  to  these  two  orders,  and  in 
substance  I  go  along  with  them.  I  don't  know 
whether  there  are  any  organizations — and  I  don't 
know  what  purpose  all  playgrounds  are  put  to 
in  this  purpose,  and  what  all  halls  are  apt  to  be 
used  for.  For  that  reason  we  may  be  going  a 
little  further  than  we  should  in  voting  a  usage 
tax.  In  substance,  places  of  assemblage  that  are 
run  for  profit  and  gain,  yes;  but  we  don't  know 
how  far  some  of  these  halls  are  being  used  for  other 
purposes.  For  that  reason,  before  we  place 
ourselves  on  record,  I  think  we  should  study  it. 
If  it  is  a  question  of  having  the  committee  the 
Mayor  has  formed  getting  some  action,  I  think 
that  could  be  done  by  direct  contact  by  the 
individual  himself.  In  fact,  I  would  join  with 
him  and  go  down  and  see  if  that  study  could  be 
made.  But  I  hesitate  to  have  the  entire  Council 
go  on  record  in  something  that  they  don't  know 
the  full  extent  of. 

Coun.  RUSSO — Mr.  President,  as  the  councilor 
has  just  stated,  I  think  the  orders  are  very  good 
ones.  Still,  we  should  not  go  too  hastily  about 
them.  I  think  the  orders  should  be  given  thorough 
study,  and  I  am  very  much  in  favor  of  sending 
this  into  Executive  so  that  we  may  be  able  to 
get  the  Mayor's  committee  before  us  and  they 
may  be  able  to  give  us  some  information  that 
would  enlighten  the  Council  as  to  how  to  act 
and  act  wisely.  Therefore,  I  don't  want  to  take 
more  of  the  Council's  time.  I  do  hope  this  will 
be  referred  to  the  Executive  Committee. 

A  vote  was  taken  and  it  was  not  a  vote.  Coun. 
BAYLEY  asked  for  a  rising  vote,  and  then  asked 
for  a  roll  call. 

President  KELLY — Councilor  Bayley  now 
changes  his  request  and  asks  for  a  roll  call,  and, 
enough  councilors  having  joined  him,  the  clerk 
will  call  the  roll. 

I'll'  roll  was  called,  and  the  motion  to  refer 
to  the  Executive  Committee  was  carried,  yeas  7, 
nays  fi: 

Yeas — Coun.  Bayley,  Cook,  Fish,  Hannon, 
Keenan,  McCormack,  flusso — 7. 

Nays — Coun.  Bryan,  Hurley,  Madden,  Moriarty, 
Muchniek,  Scanneli — 6. 


MOTION  TO  TAKE  APPROPRIATION  FOR 
LONG    ISLAND    BOAT    FROM    TABLE. 

Coun.  HURLEY— Mr.  President,  I  make  a 
motion  that  the  $80,000  for  the  Long  Island  boat 
be  removed  from  the  table. 

A  vote  was  taken,  and  the  motion  was  declared 
passed.  Coun.  HANNON  doubted  the  vote  and 
asked  for  a  roll  call,  and  was  joined  by  three 
other  councilors. 

The  roll  was  called,  and  the  motion  to  remove 
from  the  table  was  denied. 

Yeas — Coun.  Cook,  Fish,  Hurley,  Kelly,  Lane, 
McCormack,  Scanneli — 7. 

Nays — Coun.  Bayley,  Bryan,  Hannon,  Keenan, 
Madden.  Moriarty,  Muchniek,  Russo — 8. 


ACCEPTANCE  OF  HACKENSACK  ROAD. 

Coun.  BRYAN  offered  the  following: 
Ordered,   That  the   Board   of   Street   Commis- 
sioners be  requested,  through  his  Honor  the  Mayor, 
to  accept  and  lay  out  Hackensack  road,  Ward  20, 
as  a  public  highway. 

Passed  under  suspension  of  the  rule. 


ACCEPTANCE  OF  FREEMAN  AVENUE. 

Coun.  BRYAN  offered  the  following: 
Ordered,   That  the   Board  of   Street   Commis- 
sioners   be    requested,    through    his    Honor    the 
Mayor,  to  accept  and  lay  out  Freeman  avenue, 
Ward  20,  as  a  public  highway. 

Passed  under  suspension  of  the  rule. 


ACCEPTANCE    OF   GARDEN   STREET. 

Coun.  BRYAN  offered  the  following: 
Ordered,   That  the   Board   of   Street  Commis- 
sioners   be    requested,    through    his    Honor    the 
Mayor,    to    accept    and    lay    out    Garden    street, 
Ward  20,  as  a  public  highway. 

Passed  under  suspension  of  the  rule. 


CONSTRUCTION    OF    SEWERAGE    WORKS 
IN    CERTAIN    WARD   20   STREETS. 

Coun.  BRYAN  offered  the  following: 
Ordered,  That  the  Commissioner  of  Public 
Works  be  requested,  through  his  Honor  the 
Mayor,  to  construct  sewerage  works  in  the  Salman 
street  area  of  Ward  20,  including  Salman  street, 
Vogel  street,  New  Haven  street,  Stimson  street 
and   Upland  road. 

Passed  under  suspension  of   the  rule. 


RESURFACING    OF   SUMMER   STREET. 

Coun.  BRYAN  offered  the  following: 
Ordered,    That    the    Commissioner    of    Public 

Works  be  requested,  through  his  Honor  the  Mayor, 

to  resurface  Summer  street,  Ward  20. 
Passed  under  suspension  of  the  rule. 


RESURFACING    OF     CONGREVE    STREET. 

Coun.  BRYAN  offered  the  following: 

Ordered,  That  the  Commissioner  of  Public  Works 

be  requested,   through  his   Honor  the   Mayor,   to 

resurface  Congreve  street,  Ward  20. 
Passed  under  suspension  of  the  rule. 


RESURFACING   OF  ASHFIELD   STREET. 

Coun.  BRYAN  offered  the  following: 

Ordered,  That  the  Commissioner  of  Public  Works 

be  requested,  through  his   Honor  the  Mayor,   to 

resurface  Ashfield  street,  Ward  20. 
Passed  under  suspension  of  the  rule. 
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CONSTRUCTION  OF  MYLES    STANDISH 
ROAD. 

Coun.  BRYAN  offered  the  following: 
Ordered,  That  the  Commissioner  of  Public  Works 
be  requested,   through  his  Honor  the  Mayor,   to 
construct  Myles  Standish  road,  Ward  20. 
Passed  under  suspension  of  the  rule. 


CONSTRUCTION  OF  SEWER  IN  EAST- 
WOOD CIRCUIT  AND  OAKMERE 
STREET. 

Coun.  BRYAN  offered  the  following: 
Ordered,  That  the  Commissioner  of  Public  Works 
be  requested,   through  his  Honor  the  Mayor,  to 
construct    sewerage    works    in    Eastwood    circuit 
and  Oakmere  street,  Ward  20. 

Passed  under  suspension  of  the  rule. 


RESURFACING    OF    MONTVIEW     STREET, 
WARD  20. 

Coun.  BRYAN  offered  the  following: 
Ordered,    That    the    Commissioner    of    Public 
Works  be  requested,  through  his  Honor  the  Mayor, 
to  resurface  Montview  street,  Ward  20. 
Passed  under  suspension  of  the  rule. 


ACCEPTANCE  OF  FARRAR  AVENUE. 

Coun.  CANTWELL  offered  the  following: 
Ordered,    That   the   Board   of   Street   Commis- 
sioners be  requested,  through  his  Honor  the  Mayor, 
to  accept  and  lay  out  as  a  public  highway  Farrar 
avenue,  Ward  18. 

Passed  under  suspension  of  the  rule. 


Adjourned,  on  motion  of  Coun.  HANNON,  at 
5.15  p.  m.,  to  meet  on  Monday,  April  8,  1946,  at 
2  p.  m. 
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CITY  OF  BOSTON. 


Proceedings  of  City  Council. 


Monday,  April  8,  1946. 

Regular  meeting  of  the  City  Council  held  in  the 
Council  Chamber,  City  Hall,  at  2  p.  m.,  President 
KELLY  presiding.  Absent,  Coun.  Coffey  and 
Sullivan. 

The  meeting  was  opened  with  the  salute  to  the 
Flag. 


WORK   ON   MARCELLA   STREET. 
The  following  was  received: 

City  of  Boston, 
Office  of  the  Mayor,  April  6,  1946. 
To  the  City  Council-! 

Gentlemen, — I  transmit  herewith  communica- 
tion from  the  Commissioner  of  Public  Works,  in 
reply  to  your  order  of  March  25,  1946,  to  repair 
and  resurface  Marcella  street,  Ward  11,  from 
approximately  No.  140  to  Centre  street. 
Respectfully, 
James  M.  Curley,  Mayor. 


City  of  Boston, 
Public  Works  Department,  April  5,  1946. 
To  J.  Joseph  Connors,  Chief  Clerk,  Mayor's  Office. 
From    Robert    P.    Curley,    Commissioner,    Public 

Works  Department. 
Subject:  Marcella  Street,  Ward  11. 

I  return  herewith  order  in  City  Council  that  the 
Commissioner  of  Public  Works  repair  and  re- 
surface Marcella  street,  Ward  11,  from  approxi- 
mately No.  140  to  Centre,  street,  and  this  will 
advise  you  that  same  will  be  put  on  a  list  of  streets 
to  be  given  consideration  for  reconstruction  this 
year. 

Robeet  P.  Curley, 
Commissioner  of  Public  Works. 
Placed  on  file. 


REPAVING     OF     CERTAIN     WARD     19 

STREETS. 
The  following  was  received: 

City  of  Boston, 
Office  of  the  Mayor,  April  6,  1946. 
To  the  City  Council. 

Gentlemen, — I  transmit  herewith  communication 
from  the  Commissioner  of  Public  Works,  in  reply 
to  your  order  of  March  25,  1946,  to  repave  Eliot 
street  and  Lamartine  street  in  the  Jamaica  Plain 
section  of  Ward  19  and  Firth  road  in  the  Roslindale 
section  of  Ward  19. 

Respectfully, 
James  M.  Curley,  Mayor. 


City  of  Boston, 
Public  Works  Department,  April  3,  1946. 
To  J.  Joseph  Connors,  Chief  Clerk,  Mayor's  Office. 
From    Robert    P.    Curley,    Commissioner,    Public 

Works  Department. 
Subject:  Eliot  Street,  Lamartine  Street,  and  Firth 
Road,  Ward  19. 
I  return  herewith  order  in  City  Council  that  the 
Commissioner  of  Public  Works  repave  Eliot  street 
and  Lamartine  street  in  the  Jamaica  Plain  section 
of   Ward    19    and    Firth   road    in   the    Roslindale 
section  of  Ward  19,  and  this  will  advise  you  that 
these  streets  will  be  put  on  a  list  of  streets  to  be 
given  consideration  for  reconstruction  this  year. 
Robert  P.  Curley, 
Commissioner  of  Public  Works. 
Placed  on  file. 


LIFEGUARDS  AT  CHARLES  RIVER  BEACH 
AND    NORTH   END   PARK. 
The  following  was  received: 

City  of  Boston, 
Office  of  the  Mayor,  April  6,  1946. 
To  the  City  Council. 

Gentlemen, — I  transmit  herewith  communica- 
tion from  the  Park  Commissioner,  in  reply  to  your 
order  of  March  25,  1946,  to  assign  a  sufficient 
number  of  lifeguards  at  the  Charles  River  Beach 
and  the  North  End  Park  to  guard  the  life  and 
safety  of  the  large  number  of  bathers  who  use 
these  locations  during  the  summer  months. 
Respectfully, 
James  M.  Curley,  Mayor. 


City  of  Boston, 
Park  Department,  April  5,  1946. 
J.  Joseph  Connors, 

Chief  Clerk,  Mayor's  Office. 
Dear  Sir, — I  have  your  memorandum  of  April  1 
with  inclosure,  City  Council  order  requesting  the 
Park  Commissioner  to  assign  a  sufficient  number 
of  lifeguards  at  the  Charles  River  Beach  and  the 
North  End  Park  to  guard  the  lives  of  bathers. 

Please  be  assured  the  Park  Department  always 
has  enough  lifeguards  on  all  beaches  to  cope  with 
any  emergency. 

Very  truly  yours, 
William  P.  Long,  Chairman. 
Placed  on  file. 


LOAN    FOR    CONSTRUCTION    OF    PUBLIC 
WAYS   OR   PERMANENT   PAVEMENT. 
The  following  was  received: 

City  of  Boston, 
Office  of  the  Mayor,  April  6,  1946. 
To  the  City  Council. 

Gentlemen, — The  Commissioner  of  Public 
Works  has  submitted  to  me  a  request  for  loan 
authorization  for  the  Construction  of  Public  Ways 
or  Permanent  Pavement  amounting  to  $1,500,000. 
Believing  this  to  be  necessary  for  the  purposes 
outlined,  I  respectfully  recommend  to  your  Hon- 
orable Body  the  approval  of  the  loan  order  here- 
with submitted. 

Respectfully, 
James  M.  Curley,  Mayor. 


City  of  Boston, 
Public  Works  Department,  March  28,  1946. 
Hon.  James  M.  Curley, 

Mayor  of  Boston. 
Dear  Mr.  Mayor, — Except  for  amounts  which 
the  city  is  committed  to  pay  on  unfinished  street 
construction  contracts  and  upon  which  work  will 
be  resumed  as  soon  as  weather  conditions  permit, 
there  are  no  funds  available  at  the  present  time 
in  the  appropriation  entitled  "Public  Ways, 
Construction  of." 

I  therefore  respectfully  request  that  your  Honor 
present  to  the  City  Council  an  order  for  the 
appropriation  of  $1,500,000,  to  take  care  of  our 
street  construction  program  during  the  current 
year.  Surveys  are  now  being  made,  so  that  the 
department  may  be  in  a  position  to  advertise  for 
bids  and  award  contracts  as  soon  as  the  necessary 
funds  are  made  available. 

As  required  by  the  provisions  of  section  5   of 
chapter   224   of   the   Acts   of    1936,   the   so-called 
"down   payment"   has  been   appropriated   in  the 
annual  budget  of  the  Highway  Division. 
Respectfully  yours, 

Robert  P.  Curley, 
Commissioner  of  Public  Works. 


Ordered,  That  under  the  provisions  of  clause  5 
of  section  7  of  chapter  44  of  the  General  Laws, 
and  under  the  provisions  of  chapter  393  of  the 
Acts  of  1906,  the  sum  of  $1,500,000  be,  and 
hereby  is,  appropriated,  to  be  expended  under  the 
direction  of  the  Commissioner  of  Public  Works, 
for  the  Construction  of  Public  Ways  or  Permanent 
Pavement,  and  that,  to  meet  said  appropriation, 
the  city  treasurer  be  authorized  to  issue,  from 
time  to  time,  on  request  of  the  Mayor,  bonds  or 
certificates  of  indebtedness  of  the  city  to  said 
amount. 

Referred  to  Committee  on  Finance. 


171 


CITY     COUNCIL. 


LOW    FOB   CONSTRUCTION  OF  SEWERS. 
The  following  was  received: 

City  of  Boston, 
Office  of  the  Mayor,  April  6,  1946. 
To  the  City  Council. 

Gentlemen, — The  Commissioner  of  Public 
Works  has  submitted  to  me  a  requesl   For  loan 

authorization  for  the  construction  of  sewers  leu 
sanitary  ami  surface  drainage  purposes  and  for 
sewage  disposal  amounting  to  $1,000,000. 

Believing  this  to  be  necessary  for  the  purposes 
outlined,  I  respectfully  recommend  to  your  Hon- 
orable Body  the  approval  of  the  loan  order  here- 
with submitted. 

Respectfully, 
James  M.  Curley,  Mayor. 


City  of  Boston, 
Public  Works  Department, 

March  28,  1946. 
Hon.  James  M.  Curley 

Mayor  of  Boston. 
Dear  Mr.  "Mayor, — It  is  customary  each  year  to 
provide  a  loan  of  31,000,000  for  the  construction 
of  sewerage  works. 

I  feel  this  year  that  the  same  amount  should  be 
made  available,  and  I  respectfully  request  that 
you  ask  the  City  Council  to  provide  the  necessary 
loan  for  this  purpose.  The  department  has  a 
program  prepared  for  the  rebuilding  of  broken- 
down  sewers;  some  of  which  have  been  in  service 
for  many  years,  and  also  for  the  construction  of 
the  necessary  sewerage  works  in  streets  which  are 
to  be  built;  and,  in  addition,  the  program  includes 
some  very  necessary  and  essential  work  which 
should  be  done  in  constructing  sewers  to  take  the 
place  of  open  brooks  which  are  now  so  offensive 
to  public  health. 

In  anticipation  of  this  loan  which  I  now  recom- 
mend be  provided,  we  have  included  in  the  budget 
of  the  Sewer  Division,  the  so-called  "down  pay- 
ment" which  must  be  provided  from  taxation,  in 
accordance  with  the  provisions  of  section  5  of 
chapter  224  of  the  Acts  of  1936. 

Respectfully  yours, 

Robert  P.  Curley, 
Commissioner  of  Public  Works. 


Ordered,  That  under  the  provisions  of  clause  1 
of  section  7  of  chapter  44  of  the  General  Laws, 
and  under  the  provisions  of  chapter  393  of  the 
Acts  of  1906,  the  sum  of  $1,000,000  be,  and  hereby 
is,  approprrated,  to  be  expended  under  the  direction 
of  the  Commissioner  of  Public  Works,  for  the 
construction  of  sewers  for  sanitary  arid  surface 
drainage  purposes  and  for  sewage  disposal,  and 
that  to  meet  said  appropriation,  the  City  Treasurer 
be  authorized  to  issue,  from  time  to  time,  on 
request  of  the  Mayor,  bonds  or  certificates  of 
indebtedness  of  the  city  to  said  amount. 

Referred  to  Committee  on  Finance. 


SALE  OF  LAND,  CHESTNUT  HILL  AVENUE 
AND   COMMONWEALTH   AVENUE. 
The  following  was  received: 

City  of  Boston, 
Office  of  the  Mayor,  April  8,  1946. 
To  the  City  Council. 

Gentlemen, — I  am  advised  by  the  chairman  of 
the  Park  Commissioners  that  the  triangular  lot  of 
land  located  at  Commonwealth  avenue  and 
Chestnut  Hill  avenue  is  unsuited  for  playground 
purposes  and  he  recommends  that  the  property  be 
sold  at  an  upset  price  of  $125,000. 

I  feel  this  is  a  sound  recommendation  since  it 
will  result  in  restoring  the  land  to  the  assessment 
roll  of  the  city  and  thus  increase  its  taxable  income. 
I  accordingly  submit  herewith  the  accompanying 
order  and  recommend  its  adoption  by  your 
Honorable  Body. 

Respectfully, 
James  M.  Curley,  Mayor. 

City  of  Boston, 
Park  Department,  March  29,  1946. 
Hon.  James  M.  Curley, 

Mayor  of  Boston. 
Dear    Sir, — You    arc    respectfully    requested    to 
authorize  with  City  Council  approval  the  sale  of 
the  Park  Department  land  at  the  northeast  corner 


of  Commonwealth  avenue  and  Chestnut  Hill 
avenue.  This  lot  of  land,  being  between  Common- 
wealth avenue  and  Chestnut  Hill  avenue,  is  tri- 
angular in  shape  and  contains  (i(i,7C>2  square  feet. 

The  land  was  formerly  a  part  of  a  large  portion 
of  land  that  was  turned  over  to  the  care  and 
custody  of  this  department  for  park  purposes. 
The  lot  in  question  now  is  no  longer  required  for 
public  park  purposes.  An  opinion  of  the  Corpor- 
ation Counsel  in  1930  states  that  the  city  can  sell 
this  land  if  it  is  no  longer  required  for  park  pur- 
poses, with  the  approval  of  the  City  Council  and 
Mayor. 

I  am  therefore  requesting  that  this  be  done  and 
that  the  land  be  sold  at  an  upset  price  of  $125,000. 
Respectfully  yours, 
William  P.  Long,  Chairman. 


Whereas,  The  City  of  Boston  owns  in  fee  a 
certain  parcel  of  land  containing  approximately 
sixty-six  thousand  seven  hundred  sixty-two 
(66,762)  square  feet  situated  at  the  northwesterly 
coiner  of  Commonwealth  avenue  and  Chestnut 
Hill  avenue  in  the  Brighton  District;  and 

Whereas,  The  said  parcel  of  land  is  now  in  the 
custody,  care  and  control  of  the  Board  of  Park 
Commissioners  of  the  City  of  Boston  and  the 
said  Board  of  Park  Commissioners  have  declared 
the  said  parcel  of  land  is  no  longer  required  for 
any  public  purpose;    now  therefore  it  is  hereby 

Ordered,  That  the  Board  of  Park  Commissioners 
of  the  City  of  Boston  be,  and  they  hereby  are, 
authorized,  in  the  name  and  behalf  of  the  City  of 
Boston,  to  sell  at  public  auction  at  an  upset  price 
of  one  hundred  twenty-five  thousand  dollars 
($125,000)  the  aforesaid  parcel  of  land,  herein- 
after described;   and  it  is  hereby  further 

Ordered,  That  his  Honor  the  Mayor  of  the 
City  of  Boston  be,  and  he  hereby  is,  authorized, 
in  the  name  and  behalf  of  the  City  of  Boston, 
to  execute  and  deliver  to  purchaser  at  said  public 
auction  a  written  instrument  satisfactory  in  form 
to  the  Law  Department  of  the  City  of  Boston 
conveying  all  the  City  of  Boston's  right,  title  and 
interest  in  and  to  said  parcel  of  land,  bounded  and 
described  as  follows: 

Beginning  at  a  point  on  the  southwesterly  line 
of  Chestnut  Hill  avenue,  thence  running  south- 
easterly by  the  southwesterly  line  of  Chestnut 
Hill  avenue,  four  hundred  eighty-eight  and  68-100 
(488.68)  feet;  thence  turning  and  running  south- 
easterly and  southwesterly  by  the  southwesterly 
line  of  Chestnut  Hill  avenue,  and  the  northerly 
line  of  Commonwealth  avenue,  thirty-three  and 
78-100  (33.78)  feet  in  a  radius  of  fifteen  (Rad. — 
15)  feet;  then  running  southwesterly  by  the 
northeasterly  line  of  Commonwealth  avenue,  by 
two  measurements,  eighty-four  and  26-100  feet  in 
a  radius  of  one  hundred  ninety  (Rad. — 190)  feet 
and  three  hundred  ninety-three  and  61-100 
(393.61)  feet  in  a  radius  of  two  thousand  four 
hundred  (Rad. — 2,400)  feet;  thence  turning  and 
running  northeasterly  to  the  point  of  beginning 
by  lands  now  or  formerly  of  Grace  D.  Allen  and 
William  S.  Heath,  by  two  measurements,  forty- 
nine  and  65-100  (49.65)  and  one  hundred  seventy- 
six  and  96-100  (176.96)  feet,  respectively,  con- 
taining sixty-six  thousand  seven  hundred  sixty- 
two  (66,762)  square  feet  of  land,  more  or  less. 
Said  parcel  of  land  and  all  of  said  measurements 
are  shown  on  a  plan  marked  "City  of  Boston, 
Commonwealth  Avenue  and  Chestnut  Hill  Avenue, 
Brighton,  June  1,  1914,  F.  O.  Whitney,  Chief 
Engineer,  Street  Laying-Out  Department."  The 
original  of  said  plan  is  on  file  in  the  office  of  Said 
department,  City  Hall,  Boston,  Mass. 
Referred  to  Committee  on  Public  Lands. 


PETITIONS   REFERRED. 

The  following  petitions  were  received  and 
referred  to  the  committees  named,  viz.: 

Claims. 

Stanley  Burke,  for  compensation  for  damage  to 
car  by  fire  truck. 

Robert  Garnett,  to  be  reimbursed  for  execution 
issued  against  him. 

Mary  G.  Grady,  for  compensation  for  injuries 
caused  by  an  alleged  defect  at  Norway  street  and 
Massachusetts  avenue. 
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Charles  J.  Hodgson,  for  compensation  for  damage 
to  car  caused  by  an  alleged  defect  at  67  Washington 
street. 

Warren  C.  Kingham,  for  compensation  for 
damage  to  coat  caused  by  defective  fence  sur- 
rounding library,  Washington  and  Richmond 
streets. 

Arthur  E.  Mayo,  to  be  reimbursed  for  accident 
which  occurred  while  in  performance  of  duty  as 
employee  of  Park  Department. 

Edward  R.  McLennan,  for  compensation  for 
damage  to  car  caused  by  an  alleged  defect  at  75 
Gardner  street. 

Mary  Milone,  for  compensation  for  damage  to 
property  at  404  Baker  street,  West  Roxbury, 
during  street  construction. 

Priscilla  M.  Raymond,  for  compensation  for 
damage  to  car  by  fire  apparatus. 

Mary  G.  Tierney,  for  compensation  for  injuries 
caused  by  an  alleged  defect  in  Endicott  street. 

George  Keller,  for  compensation  for  damage  to 
fence  at  738  River  street,  Hyde  Park,  caused  by 
barrel  dropped  by  ash  removers. 

Thomas  S.  Byron,  for  compensation  for  accident 
'which  occurred  while  in  performance  of  duty  as 
employee  of  Public  Works  Department. 

Executive. 
Petition  of  Mary  E.  Foster,  to  be  paid  annuity 
on  account  of  death  of  husband,  William  J.  Foster, 
late  member  of  Fire  Department. 

Committee  on  County  Accounts. 

Communication  from  Charles  J-  Brown,  .lustice 
of  East  Boston  Court,  and  order  for  retirement  of 
Dennis  J.  Kelleher,  Probation  Officer,  East  Boston 
District  Court. 

Whereas,  It  appears  from  the  certificate  of  the 
Justice  of  the  East  Boston  District  Court  that 
Dennis  J.  Kelleher,  probation  officer  of  said  court, 
has  arrived  at  the  age  of  seventy;   and 

Whereas,  Said  Dennis  J.  Kelleher  has  given  his 
whole  time  to,  and  has  faithfully  performed,  the 
duties  of  his  office  for  more  than  thirty  years. 

Ordered,  That  under  chapter  32,  sections  75 
and  76  of  the  General  Laws,  as  amended  by  chap- 
ter 323  of  the  Acts  of  1938,  the  retirement  and 
placing  upon  the  pension  roll  of  Dennis  J.  Kelleher 
at  an  annual  pension  of  $1,75Q,  being  one  half  of 
his  'present  annual  salary  of  $3,500,  to  take  effect 
May  1,  1946,  be,  and  hereby  is,  approved. 

Referred  to  County  Accounts. 

Committee  on  Licenses. 

Petition  of  Hudson  Bus  Lines  to  operate  motor 
buses  from  Somerville  line  to  Sullivan  square, 
beginning  at  Boston-Somerville  city  line  on  Mystic 
avenue,  thence  to  Main  street,  on  Main  street  to 
Cambridge  street,  on  Cambridge  street  to  Main 
street,  on  Main  street  to  Alford  street,  on  Alford 
street  to  West  street,  on  West  street  to  Beacham 
street,  on  Beacham  street  to  Main  street,  in  either 
direction. 

Petition  of  Liberty  Mutual  Insurance  Company 
for  driveway  opening  at  Stuart  street. 

Referred  to  Committee  on  Licenses. 


PERMITS   FOR   CHILDREN. 

A  petition  for  minor  children  to  appear  at 
Boston  Garden  on  May  4  was  received  from  the 
Massachusetts  Girl  Scouts. 

Permit  granted,  under  usual  conditions. 


APPOINTMENT  OF  JUSTIN  T.  DONQVAN. 

Notice  was  received  from  the  Board  of  Assessors 
of  appointment  of  Justin  T.  Donovan  as  provi- 
sional first  assistant  assessor  at  salary  of  $2,000  a 
year  plus  $200  E.  C.  A.,  effective  as  of  April  1 
and  expiring  June  30,  1946. 

Placed  on  file. 


REAPPOINTMENT  OF  JAMES  A.  MIRAGLIA. 

Notice  was  received  from  the  Mayor  of  reap- 
pointment of  James  A.  Miraglia,  45  Neptune  road, 
East  Boston,  as  principal  assessor  for  term  ending 
March  31,  1950. 

Placed  on  file. 


REPORT    OF    COMMITTEE    ON    COUNTY 
ACCOUNTS. 

Coun.  BRYAN,  for  the  Committee  on  County 
Accounts,  submitted  the -following: 

Report  on  petition  to  retire  of  John  Robertson 
(referred  March  19),  employed  at  House  of  Cor- 
rection, Penal  Institutions  Department — recom- 
mending passage  of  following: 

Whereas,  John  Robertson,  employed  in  the 
service  of  the  County  of  Suffolk,  as  fireman  in 
the  House  of  Correction,  Penal  Institutions 
Department,  has  made  application  to  be  retired 
under  the  provisions  of  chapter  678  of  the  Acts  of 
1945;  and 

Whereas,  The  said  John  Robertson  has  sub- 
mitted to  the  City  Council  satisfactory  evidence 
that  he  is  a  veteran  as  defined  in  section  .56  of 
chapter  32  of  the  General  Laws;  that  he  has  been 
certified  as  eligible  for  retirement  by  the  duly 
authorized  Medical  Panel;  that  he  has  been  in 
the  service  of  the  county  at  least  ten  years  and 
has  reached  the  age  of  fifty;  that  he  is  incapacitated 
for  active  service;  and  that  his  total  income  from 
all  sources,  exclusive  of  his  retirement  allowance 
and  of  any  sum  received  from  the  government  of 
the  United  States  as  a  pension  for  war  service, 
does  not  exceed  five  hundred  dollars. 

Ordered,  That  under  the  provisions  of  section  56 
of  chapter  32  of  the  General  Laws,  as  amended  by 
chapter  514  of  the  Acts  of  1943,  John  Robertson 
employed  in  the  County  of  Suffolk  as  fireman  in 
the  House  of  Correction,  Penal  Institution  Depart- 
ment, be,  and  hereby  is,  retired  by  the  Mayor  and 
City  Council,  acting  as  county  commissioners,  at 
an  annual  pension  of  ten  hundred  and  eighty-two 
dollars  and  fifty  cents,  being  one  half  of  his  highest 
regular  rate  of  compensation. 

Report  on  petition  to  retire  of  Thomas  Francis 
Kineavy  (referred  March  19),  employed  at  House 
of  Correction,  Penal  Institutions  Department — 
recommending  passage  of  following: 

Whereas,  Thomas  Francis  Kineavy,  employed 
in  the  service  of  the  County  of  Suffolk  as  prison 
officer  in  the  House  of  Correction,  Penal  Institu- 
tions Department,  has  made  application  to  be 
retired  under  the  provisions  of  chapter  678  of  the 
Acts  of  1945;   and 

Whereas,  The  said  Thomas  Francis  Kineavy 
has  submitted  to  the  City  Council  satisfactory 
evidence  that  he  is  a  veteran  as  defined  in  section 
56  of  chapter  32  of  the  General  Laws;  that  he  has 
been  certified  as  eligible  for  retirement  by  the 
duly  authorized  Medical  Panel;  that  he  has  been 
in  the  service  of  the  county  at  least  ten  years; 
that  he  is  incapacitated  for  active  service;  and 
that  his  total  income  from  all  sources,  exclusive  of 
his  retirement  allowance  and  of  any  sum  received 
from  the  government  of  the  United  States  as  a 
pension  for  war  service,  does  not  exceed  five 
hundred  dollars. 

Ordered,  That  under  the  provisions  of  section  57 
of  chapter  32  of  the  General  Laws,  as  amended 
by  chapter  514  of  the  Acts  of  1943,  Thomas 
Francis  Kineavy,  employed  in  the  service  of  the 
County  of  Suffolk  as  prison  officer  in  the  House 
of  Correction,  Penal  Institutions  Department,  be, 
and  hereby  is,  retired  by  the  Mayor  and  City 
Council,  acting  as  county  commissioners,  at  an 
annual  pension  of  twelve  hundred  and  fifty  dollars, 
being  one  half  of  his  highest  regular  rate  of 
compensation. 

Reports  accepted;  said  orders  severally  passed. 


HALF   HOLIDAY   ON   APRIL   9   FOR   CITY 
EMPLOYEES. 

Coun.  HANNON  offered  the  following: 
Ordered,  That  his  Honor  the  Mayor  be  requested 
to  declare  a  half  holiday  for  all  city  employees  on 
Tuesday,  April  9,  in  observance  of  Bataan  Day. 
Passed  under  suspension  of  the  rule. 


FENCE   ON   JOHN   WINTHROP 
PLAYGROUND. 

Coun.  HANNON  offered  the  following: 
Ordered,  That  his  Honor  the  Mayor  be  requested 
to  direct  the  Park  Commissioner  to  increase  the 
height  of  the  fence  on  the  Danube  street  side  of 
the  John  Winthrop  Playground. 

Passed  under  suspension  of  the  rule. 
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CITY     COUNCIL. 


RESURFACING    OF  CERTAIN   WARD   13 
STREETS. 

Coun.  HANNON  offered  the  following: 
Ordered,  That  his  Honor  the  Mayor  direct  the 
Commissioner  of   Public   Works   to   resurface    the 
streets  in   the  vicinity  of  St.  Margaret's  Hospital, 
Ward   13,  Dorchester. 

Passed  under  suspension  of  the  rule. 


OBSERVANCE    OF    JEWISH    HIGH     HOLI- 
DAYS  BY   JEWISH   TEACHERS. 

Coun.  LANE  offered  the  following: 

Ordered,  That  the  Boston  School  Committee  be 
requested,  through  his  Honor  the  Mayor,  to 
allow  school  teachers  of  Jewish  faith  time  off, 
without  loss  of  pay,  in  order  that  they  may  properly 
observe  the  Jewish  high  holidays. 

Coun.  LANE — Mr.  President,  I  am  told  that 
his  Honor  the  Mayor  annually  sends  out  a  letter 
to  all  departments  of  the  City  of  Boston  just  prior 
to  the  observance  of  the  high  holidays  of  the 
Jewish  people,  urging  that  all  people  of  that  faith 
in  the  employ  of  the  individual  particular  depart- 
ment be  given  such  time  off  without  loss  of  pay. 
I  am  told  that  the  School  Department  of  the  City 
of  Boston  is  the  only  department  having  teachers 
of  Jewish  faith  who  are  not  paid  for  the  time  they 
lose  on  those  three  days  each  year.  I  feel  certain 
it  is  an  order  that  should  be  passed.  They  are 
entitled  certainly  to  the  same  consideration  as 
employees  of  the  other  city  departments. 

The  order  was  passed  under  suspension  of  the 
rule. 


PURCHASE  OF  BOAT  FOR  INSTITUTIONS 
DEPARTMENT. 

On  motion  of  Coun.  McCORMACK,  the  council 
voted  to  take  from  the  table  No.  2  on  the  calendar, 
viz.: 

2.  Order  for  appropriation  of  $80,000  for 
purchase,  alterations,  etc.,  of  boat  for  Institutions 
Department,  Long  Island  Hospital. 

Coun.  McCORMACK  moved  that  No.  2  be 
taken  from  the  table.     The  question  was  put. 

President  KELLY — Being  in  doubt  I  ask  for  a 
rising  vote.  The  Council  stood  divided.  It  is  a 
vote,  and  so  ordered.  The  question  now  is  on  the 
passage  of  the  order.     The  clerk  will  call  the  roll. 

Coun.  LINEHAN — Isn't  debate  in  order?  Not 
having  been  here  for  some  weeks,  I  do  not  feel  as 
though  I  am  in  a  position  to  vote  on  the  matter 
without  sufficient  information.  I  sincerely  hope 
this  is  put  over  another  week  until  I  become 
familiar  with  it,  due  to  the  fact  that  some  months 
ago,  along  with  some  of  the  newspaper  men  here, 
I  attended  a  meeting  of  many  distinguished  citizens 
in  this  city  who  decided  that  a  bridge  was  not 
needed  down  around  Long  Island  in  order  that  we 
might  eliminate  boats,  because  they  were  going  to 
move  the  Long  Island  Hospital.  If  I  remember 
correctly,  it  was  not  many  weeks  ago  that  his 
Honor  the  Mayor,  according  to  the  newspapers 
which  I  read  while  in  the  hospital,  stated  that  it 
was  his  recommendation  and  intention  to  move  it 
up  to  the  mainland.  I  have  not  heard  anything 
different  since  then.  I  sincerely  hope  that  is  so, 
and  I  move,  sir,  that  this  be  postponed  until  next 
week  until  I  can  get  some  more  data  on  it. 

Coun.  MADDEN — I  heartily  concur  with  what 
Councilor  Linehan  has  said.  I  think  I  am  as 
interested  as  anybody  else  in  promoting  the  welfare 
of  the  city.  I  have  had  occasion  time  and  time 
again  to  go  to  his  Honor  the  Mayor  for  reasonable 
requests  for  city  employees.  I  have  been  told  by 
his  Honor  the  Mayor  or  his  Honor's  staff  that  we 
must  be  extra  solicitous  of  what  money  we  have, 
and  I  know  personally  that  the  Mayor  cannot  see 
his  way  clear  to  give  an  employee  a  $5-a-week 
raise,  and  cannot  see  his  way  clear  to  give  a  man  a 
SlOO-a-year  raise.  These  are  men  who  have  been 
in  the  city  employ  a  great  many  years.  Perhaps 
the  Mayor  is  right.  Perhaps  these  men,  these 
faithful  city  employees,  should  be  kept  in  slavery 
or  bondage  the  rest  of  their  lives.  We  introduced 
an  order  here  a  few  short  weeks  ago  to  help  the 
firemen.  The  Mayor  turned  that  down  because 
he  had  to  save  money.  We  have  another  order 
coming  up  now  for  the  policemen.  I  am  heartily 
in  favor  of  it.  I  am  seriously  wondering,  if  we 
give  some  880,000  for  a  boat  that  is  not  any  more 
necessary  than  another  boat  in  the  swan  pond,  if 


perhaps  we  may  jeopardize  the  police.  I  am 
heartily  in  favor  of  Bobbie's  (Coun.  Linehan's) 
motion. 

President  KELLY — The  question  comes  on 
laying  the  matter  over  one  week. 

Coun.  HANNON— Mr.  President,  there  is 
nobody  in  the  Council  for  whom  I  have  greater 
respect  -  than  for  the  two  previous  speakers. 
Generally,  through  the  long  years  of  association, 
my  good  friend,  the  councilor  from  Ward  7  (Coun. 
Linehan),  and  I  work  alike  and  generally  reach 
the  same  conclusions.  Hence,  it  is  no  surprise  to 
me  to  find  that  he  is  in  here  today  making  the 
same  kind  of  inquiry  that  I  made  last  week. 
However,  in  the  course  of  the  week  I  have  put 
myself  out  to  determine  just  what  has  happened 
to  the  plans  for  the  removal  of  the  Long  Island 
Hospital  to  the  mainland.  I  had  a  conference 
with  the  Commissioner  of  the  Institutions  Depart- 
ment, and  he  told  me  that  these  plans  were  still 
under  way.  No  site  has  as  yet  been  selected. 
I  wish  to  state  that  I  have  the  utmost  confidence 
in  the  Commissioner  of  Institutions.  I  think  he 
is  as  fine  and  honest  a  department  head  as  this  city 
has  had  in  many  years.  This  morning  it  was  my 
pleasure  to  have  a  conference  with  his  Honor  the 
Mayor.  I  asked  his  Honor  the  same  question — 
what  had  become  of  the  plans  to  transfer  the  Long 
Island  Hospital  to  the  mainland.  He  assured  me 
these  plans  were  going  through,  but  he  too  informed 
me  that  as  yet  no  site  had  been  located.  The  plans 
originally  contemplated  the  transfer  of  this 
hospital  to  the  Boston  City  Hospital  grounds, 
but  I  understand  those  plans  have  been  dis- 
approved by  officials  of  the  State  Department  of 
Public  Health.  Other  plans  call  for  the  erection 
of  a  hospital  in  Mattapan,  a  1,000-bed  hospital. 
These  plans  are  based  on  a  contribution  of  50  per 
cent  of  the  necessary  structure  amount  by  the 
Federal  government.  This  contribution  cannot 
be  made  until  after  next  year.  For  these  reasons 
the  Mayor  has  informed  me  that  it  will  be  at  least 
four  or  five  years  before  plans  for  the  transfer  of 
the  hospital  from  Long  Island  to  the  mainland  can 
be  put  into  effect.  I  therefore  went  back  to  the 
Commissioner  of  Institutions.  He  told  me  it 
was  absolutely  necessary  that  they  have  some  boat 
to  go  down  to  Long  Island  and  bring  the  people 
back  and  forth.  I  voted  against  this  last  week. 
I  voted  against  it  in  all  sessions.  However,  if  we 
have  to  wait  four  or  five  years  in  order  to  transfer 
this  hospital  to  the  mainland  and  if  the  condition 
of  these  boats  is  of  such  a  character  that  these 
boats  must  be  replaced,  then,  Mr.  President,  I  am 
willing  to  follow  along  with  his  Honor  and  with 
the  head  of  the  department.  I  am  going  to  vote 
for  the  purchase  of  this  boat. 

Coun.  KINSELLA— Mr.  President,  I  would  like 
to  urge  upon  the  members  of  the  City  Council 
the  necessity  for  immediate  action  on  this  boat. 
For  several  weeks  past,  we  have  been  aware  of  the 
urgent  need  for  it.  Now,  today,  we  come  right 
up  against  the  proposition  of  further  delay  which 
may  result  in  the  expenditure  of  half  a  million 
dollars  or  more  for  a  boat  built  from  the  keel  up, 
or  the  expenditure  of  a  substantial  amount  under 
$100,000  to  give  us  some  seaworthy  means  of 
transportation.  The  United  States  Army,  which 
owns  this  boat,  is  not  of  course  as  interested  in 
our  local  conditions  as  we  are.  Since  no  option 
has  been  taken  on  the  boat,  they  can  sell  it  to 
anybody  who  steps  in  and  who  will  pay  their 
price  and  who  can  use  the  boat.  It  was  pointed' 
out  the  other  day  by  a  very  well-informed  gentle- 
man who  has  occasion  to  frequent  this  chamber 
and  who  is  not  a  missionary  from  Mayor  Curley 
any  more  than  I  am,  that  a  towboat  company 
may  step  in  and  buy  the  boat  for  under  $50,000, 
effect  their  own  repairs  to  meet  their  requirements, 
and  the  City  of  Boston  would  be  fi^ced  with  the 
necessity  of  spending  five  or  six  times  the  $80,000 
total  that  we  are  asked  to  appropriate.  As  far 
back  as  ten  years  ago,  any  member  of  the  crew 
of  the  "Stephen  O'Meara"  would  tell  you  that 
the  boat  was  unsea worthy  in  Boston  Harbor  when 
the  water  was  at  all  choppy.  On  one  or  two 
occasions,  to  my  certain  knowledge,  the  Chamber 
of  Commerce  or  other  public  spirited-bodies  have 
chartered  that  boat  for  trips  down  as  far  as  the 
Boston  Light.  On  one  or  two  occasions  they  had 
all  they  could  do  to  get  back  safely.  If  you  recall 
the  history  of  the  "Stephen  O'Meara,"  it  was  built 
originally  as  a  police  boat.  The  only  reason  the 
Police  Department  relinquished  it  was  that  the 
unseaworthiness  of  the  boat  precluded  the  pos- 
sibility of  safe  operation  beyond  Deer  Island  or 
Long  Island.     It  has  never  been  an  effective  boat 
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even  within  the  harbor  in  bad  weather.     As  small 
as  the  "Hibbard"  was,  it  was  a  much  better  boat 
for    the    purpose    for  which  it  was  used.     So  far 
as  the  chronic  hospital  is  concerned,  I  received  a 
letter    from    the    Commissioner    of    Institutions. 
I  do  not  intend  to  read  it.     It  is  rather  lengthy. 
In    his    first    paragraph    he    refutes    a    statement 
ascribed    to    one    of    the    witnesses    that    Mayor 
Curley  was  committed  to  building  a  hospital  on 
the  mainland.     He  gives  us  a  chronological  his- 
tory of  some  of  the  efforts  and  manipulations  that 
were  undertaken  in  the  interest  of  the  establish- 
ment of  a  new  hospital.     He  says  here,  in  effect, 
it  is  based  on  the  acceptance  of  the  United  States 
Senate  Bill   191   which  provides  the  matching  of 
Federal  funds  with  city  funds  for  hospitals  and 
similar   institutions   that   receive   state   approval. 
Since  the  chairman  of  the  Senate  committee  hear- 
ing that  bill  is  non-committal  about  the  results 
of  the  hearing,  it  seems  obvious  that  191  will  not 
be  heard  this  year.     So,  with  the  consequent  delay, 
it  may  run  into  four. or  five  years.     As  Councilor 
Hannon  pointed  out,  we  need  a  boat  in  the  mean- 
time.    We    have    had  to    spend    a    good    many 
thousand  dollars  every  year  for  the  last  few  years 
on  the  "O'Meara"  and  the  "Michael  J.  Perkins." 
The  total  of  the  purchase  price,  plus  the  renova- 
tions of  this  boat  now  lying  in  New  York  would 
be  considerably  less  or  at  least  not  more  than  the 
total  expenses  in  any  one  year  on  the  two  city 
boats  now  in  operation.     It  has  been  pretty  well 
demonstrated  to  the  City  Council,   especially  on 
last   Monday   when   we  had  Mr.   MacDonald  in 
here  with  detailed  plans,  that  a  new  boat  is  badly 
needed.     I  do  not  think  anybody  who  has  seriously 
considered  Mr.  MacDonald's  statement  that  the 
boat    is    an    absolute    necessity    has    any    doubt 
about  that.     We  all  know  the  facts  of  the  case 
which  was  submitted  to  us.     I  do  not  think  any- 
thing was  hidden.     In  the  interest  of  the  safety 
of  the  hundreds  of  people  who  like  to  visit  their 
relatives  and  friends  at  Long  Island,  we  ought  to 
appropriate  the  $80,000,  which  is  an  infinitesimally 
small  part  of  the  expense  of  operating  not  only 
the  City  of  Boston  as  a  whole  but  the  Institutions 
Department.     It  is  a  very  small  fraction  of  the 
total    cost.     We    have    now   heard   all    the    vital 
facts.     I   think   the   Council   ought   to   go   along 
with  this  in  mind,  not  because  Mayor  Curley  or 
Frank  MacDonald  want  it,  not  for  that  reason, 
but  because  the  hundreds  of  people  in  the  City 
of  Boston  who  pay  for  and  maintain  these  things 
are  entitled  to  safe  transportation.     That  is  the 
only  motive  I  have  in  getting  up  here  today  and 
speaking.     Not  even  this  letter  asks  me  to  vote 
for  it.     There  is  not  one  word  in  here  to  persuade 
me  to  vote  for  this  appropriation.     I  do  it  mindful 
of  the  rights  of  the  hundreds  of  people  who  like 
to   go   to   Long   Island    every   day   in   the    week, 
including    Sundays    and    holidays.     Their    safety 
ought  to  be  paramount  with   us.     We  have  the 
satisfaction  now  of  getting  a  half  a  million  dollar 
boat  for  $80,000.     If  we  have  at  heart  the  interest 
of  the  people,  as  we  claim,  here  is  a  chance  to  save 
them  upwards  of  $400,000.     I  honestly  urge  upon 
the  members  of  this  Body  the  immediate  passage 
of  the  $80,000  appropriation. 

Coun.  LINEHAN — I  can  well  remember  some 
day  last  year,  Mr.  President,  when  there  was  a 
meeting  of  around  six  doctors  connected  with  the 
Department  of  Institutions,  Dr.  Manary,  news- 
paper reporters,  and  many  others  who  discussed 
the  possibility  of  transferring  the  Long  Island 
Hospital  to  the  mainland.  The  meeting  was  held 
due  to  the  fact  there  was  a  bill  in  the  Legislature 
which  requested  permission  from  the  Legislature 
for  the  City  of  Boston  to  construct  a  bridge  from 
the  mainland  to  Long  Island  so  that  this  so-called 
safety  matter  which  the  councilor  from  Ward  2 
(Coun.  Kinsella)  speaks  about  would  have  'been 
in  being.  We  would  have  had  safety.  At  that 
time  the  members  of  the  Finance  Commission  and 
many  of  the  doctors  who  were  present  agreed  that 
if  the  Long  Island  institution  could  be  moved  to 
the  mainland  there  would  not  be  any  necessity  for 
the  so-called  construction  of  a  bridge.  As  you 
know,  it  would  mean  that  doctors  could  very 
easily  in  the  stormiest  weather  go  down  from  the 
mainland  and  right  over  to  Long  Island  without 
any  trouble.  The  same  thing  would  go  for  the 
help.  It  is  my  understanding  on  stormy  days 
sometimes  the  boats  cannot  take  off  and  get  to 
the  island.  As  a  result,  the  patients  are  without 
proper  attention  down  in  Long  Island.  I  thought 
at  that  time  that  the  bridge  was  the  solution  to 
the  problem  if  we  were  not  going  to  have  the 
Long  Island  institution  moved    to  the  mainland. 


Personally,  I  think  it  is  still  the  solution  even 
though  the  bridge  would  cost  much  more  than 
$80,000.  This  so-called  little  $80,000  item  is 
something  that  is  going  to  keep  coming  before  the 
City  Council- for  many  years  to  come,  off  and  on. 
I  wish  I  had  all  of  the  expenses  which  are  involved 
in  the  maintenance  of  these  so-called  boats  that 
go  from  the  mainland  to  Long  Island.  Gentlemen, 
you  would  be  surprised  at  the  amount  of  dollars, 
the  thousands  of 'dollars  that  are  spent  every 
year  to  give  transportation.  When  I  say  trans- 
portation, I  mean  poor  transportation  from  the 
mainland  to  the  City  Hospital.  We  are  faced 
with  the  prospect  of  not  giving  proper  medical 
care  and  nursing  care  to  the  people  down  in 
Long  Island  due  to  the  fact  that  we  are  using 
ships  or  boats,  whichever  you  want  to  call  them, 
depending  on  whether  you  were  in  the  Navy,  or 
not,  to  take  doctors  and  nurses  and  others  down 
to  the  island.  Another  heavy  expense  on  this 
proposition  without  a  bridge  or  without  moving 
the  Long  Island  institution  up  to  the  mainland  is 
the  cost  of  transporting  materials  down  there, 
food  and  other  things,  coal  and  so  forth.  It  costs 
us  extra  money  to  take  coal  and  other  supplies 
and  put  them  on  ships  and  take  them  down  from 
the  mainland.  If  you  have  a  tough  day,  it  may 
mean  the  doctors  and  nurses  and  the  help  just  do 
not  get  down  there.  Those  are  admitted  facts. 
I  might  say  a  distinguished  body  of  citizens  of 
this  city  within  the  past  year  at  a  meeting  in  the 
Statler  Hotel  considered  this  proposition  of  Long 
Island.  I  can  say  this,  there  was  not  one  gentle- 
man there  to  my  knowledge  who  said  you  should 
not  have  the  bridge  if  we  did  not  move  the  Long 
Island  hospital  to  the  mainland.  They  all  seemed 
to  agree  it  was  a  good  thing  to  have  and  that 
.  within  ten  years  a  bridge  would  be  paid  for  out 
of  the  tremendous  saving  that  would  be  had  in 
the  course  of  ten  years  over  using  the  present 
transportation  to  the  island.  As  I  said  before,  the 
present  system  is  a  disgrace  to  the  City  of  Boston. 
I  do  not  see  where  this  $80,000  ship — I  am  assum- 
ing it  is  a  ship — the  gentleman  from  Charlestown 
(Coun.  Kinsella)  said  it  would  cost  half  a  million 
dollars  to  reconstruct  it, — ■ — 

Coun.  KINSELLA— Mr.  President. 
President  KELLY — For  what  purpose  does  the 
gentleman  rise? 

Coun.  KINSELLA — To  ask  a  question. 
Coun.  LINEHAN — I  will  yield  for  a  question. 
President  KELLY — Will  you  answer  a  question? 
Coun.  LINEHAN— Gladly,  if  I  can. 
Coun.  KINSELLA — Did  the  councilor  hear  me 
say  half  a  million  dollars  to  repair  it  or  to  build  a 
new  boat  from  the  keel  up? 

Coun.  LINEHAN— I  thought  you  said  that,  half 
a  million  dollars.  I  am  glad  to  hear  the  gentleman 
from  Charlestown  confirm  my  thought  that  he 
said  half  a  million  dollars.  Isn't  it  safe  to  do 
something,  with  the  possibility  of  Long  Island 
Hospital  remaining  down  there?  And,  gentlemen, 
do  not  get  it  in  your  head  that  in  the  very  near 
future  Long  Island  institution  will  be  removed  to 
the  mainland.  They  tell  me  this  thing  has  been 
recommended  for  the  past  20  years.  Here  we  are 
20  years  later  still  talking  about  Long  Island,  the 
institution  which  takes  care  of  the  sick  and  the 
unfortunate.  I  can  remember  last  year,  when  I 
was  legislative  agent  for  the  city  up  in  the  Legis- 
lature, how  I  was  very  fortunate,  or  I  thought  I 
was,  doing  a  good  job  when  I  was  able  to  get  the 
bridge  or  an  O.K.  of  the  bridge,  building  the 
bridge,  from  the  Commonwealth,  the  House  of 
Representatives.  I  am  sorry  to  say  when  it  went 
over  to  the  Senate,  the  Senator  from  South  Boston, 
from  my  district  at  that  time,  was  defending  his 
Honor,  the  past  Governor  of  the  Commonwealth 
and  the  now  Mayor  Curley.  He  was  responsible 
for  defeating  the  measure.  It  meant  that  we  just 
could  not  start  construction  of  the  bridge,  I  do 
not  say  if  we  got  the  O.K.  the  City  Council  would 
have  still  given  permission.  If  it  came  back  from 
the  Legislature,  I  do  not  doubt  it  might  have.  All 
of  these  things  just  do  not  jibe  to  me.  You  have 
a  distinguished  group  of  doctors  and  citizens  who 
are  well  versed  in  this  problem  of  Long  Island.  I 
might  say  they  are  much  more  versed  than  any  of 
us.  To  be  honest  with  you,  I  do  not  know  too 
much  about  it,  and  I  did  not  know  too  much  about 
it  until  I  attended  that  meeting.  I  think  some  of 
the  newspaper  men,  if  you  will  talk  to  them,  will 
bear  me  out.  It  was  quite  a  meeting.  We  went  to 
work  and  discussed  the  pros  and  the  cons.  At  that 
time  it  was  suggested,  as  a  result  of  his  Honor  the 
Mayor,  then  Mayor  Kerrigan — -I  am  sorry  to  say 
I  still  hear  comments  against  him  once  in  a  while 
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and  I  do  not  like  in  hear  them  after  a  gentleman 
has  been  defeated  for  election — but  a1  least  the 
then  Mayor  of  Boston  did  have  a  meeting  "f  the 
leading  doctors  connected  with  the  Long  Island 
institution,  plus  die  doctors  from  the  City  Hospital 
plus  the  members  of  the  Finance  Commission,  plus 
representatives  from  the  Law  Department  and  the 
newspaper  representatives.  It  seemed  to  me  that 
the  thought  was  this,  that  we  certainly  did  not 
want  any  nunc  boats  or  ships.  It  was  whole- 
heartedly agreed  that  at  best  it  was  a  poor  form  of 
transportation  to  take  cave  of  the  poor  unfor- 
tunates down  in  the  island.  Now,  isn't  it  possible 
tiiat  we  can  start  on  this  bridge  idea  again  if  his 
Honor  the  Mayor  can  see  the  wisdom  in  this 
thing?  If  he  could  get  the  so-called  distinguished 
commissioner,  whom  I  do  not  know— I  do  not 
know  the  commissioners  these  days — if  he  could 
get  the  Commissioner  of  Institutions  to  compile 
some  figures,  his  Honor  the  Mayor  would  be  sur- 
prised how  it  runs  into  the  six  figures  to  maintain 
transportation  to  the  islands.  Even  though  you 
buy  this  ship,  you  still  have  additional  costs  to 
maintain  the  ship  and  to  transport  supplies  down 
to  the  island.  Some  days  you  will  transport 
doctors  down  to  the  island,  and  some  days  you 
will  not,  depending  on  the  weather.  If  the 
weather  is  bad,  the  ships  do  not  take  off.  I  am 
probably  kind  of  rambling  around  here,  but  it 
seems  to  me  that  last  year  it  was  worthwhile  to 
wait  to  such  an  extent  that  we  had  a  meeting  of 
distinguished  doctors  and  many  others.  It  lasted 
about  three  hours.  I  do  not  think  I  am  taking 
too  much  of  the  time  of  this  Honorable  Body. 
After  all,  I  have  missed  some  of  the  meetings 
during  the  last  six  weeks.  If  I  had  been  here,  I 
would  be  up  talking.  I  can  safely  say  that.  It 
seems  to  me  this  is  just  S80.000  going  down  the 
river.  In  this  case  it  is  going  down  the  ocean, 
down  the  harbor.  I  was  not  here  when  the 
budget  was  discussed.  I  do  not  know  if  it  should 
be  in  the  budget  or  not.  It  seems  to  me  a  little 
extra  item.  I  am  sorry  to  say  I  was  not  here  on 
the  job.  I  do  not  know  if  I  can  talk  on  it.  I 
would  like  to  ask  a  question  first,  a  privilege  at 
this  time,  Mr.  President. 

President  KELLY — Councilor  Linehan. 
Coun.  LINEHAN — A  point  of  information. 
President      KELLY — State      your      point      of 
information. 

Coun.  LINEHAN — Is  it  possible  for  me  by 
speaking  on  a  point  of  personal  privilege  to  record 
how  I  would  have  voted  on  the  several  measures 
that  have  been  acted  on  by  this  Honorable  Body 
while  I  was  in  the  hospital. 

President  KELLY — You  can  ask  for  unanimous 
consent  after  this  matter  is  disposed  of  and  if  you 
get  unanimous  consent,  vou  may  so  record  yourself. 
Coun.  LINEHAN— If  I  can.  Well,  Mr.  Presi- 
dent, I  think,  apropos  of  this  order,  I  might  as 
well  get  it  in  rather  than  by  taking  a  chance  with 
unanimous  consent.  I  might  ask  a  point  of  parlia- 
mentary inquiry. 

President  KELLY — State  your  point  of  parlia- 
mentary inquiry. 

Coun.  LINEHAN— I  withdraw  that.  I  do  not 
know.  To  continue  where  I  left  off,  I  do  not 
know  how  much  information  the  councilors  got 
when  they  had  a  hearing  on  this  matter.  I  assume 
they  had  some.  I  certainly  would  like  to  have  been 
present  when  Doctor  Sacehetti,  who  knows  more 
about  Long  Island  than  the  Commissioner  of  Insti- 
tutions, testified.  I  really  do  not  know  if  he  was 
present.  If  he  was  not,  I  sincerely  hope  we  do  not 
act  on  this  matter  today,  in  order  that  we  might 
have  him  come  before  us  with  facts  and  figures  as  to 
the  cost  of  transportation  from  the  mainland  to 
Long  Island.  I  might  say,  if  this  ark  is  bought, 
the  cost  of  transportation  will  remain  the  same. 
In  all  likelihood,  it  has  to  have  its  crew,  and  oil, 
and  fuel,  and  every  other  item.  I  would  like  to 
postpone  it  for  another  reason.  I  would  like  to 
tile  an  order  subsequent  to  this  debate  requesting 
his  Honor  the  Mayor  of  Boston  to  consider  the 
advisability  ;f  filing  a  bill  in  the  Legislature 
requesting  the  construction  of  a  bridge  from 
Moon  Island  to  Long  Island.  I  can  safely  say 
this.  If  he  files  it  even  at  this  late  date,  the 
committee  which  hears  that  particular  bill,  which 
went  down  lo  Long  Island  last  year  with  me  and 
saw  what  was  needed,  would  heartily  endorse  the 
cpnstruction  of  a  bridge  so  that  the  poor  un- 
fortunates down  there  that  we  hear  so  much 
about  over  the  years,  the  poor  unfortunate  patients, 
will  have  proper  medical  and  nursing  care.  For 
those  reasons  i  sincerely  hope  that  the  members 
of  this   Body   will  go  a  little  slow   today.      Let   us 


wail  until  I  Tile  an  order  requesting  his  Honor  the 
Mayor  to  study  the  advisability  of  filing  an 
order  in  the  Legislature  requesting  the  construc- 
tion of  a  bridge,  if  we  are  not.  going  to  have  the 
Long  Island  institution  removed  to  the  mainland. 
If  we  are  not  going  to  have  it  moved,  by  all  means 
a  bridge  should  be  constructed  to  save  thousands 
of  dollars  to  the  taxpayers  and  provide  proper 
transportation  and  nursing  care  and  medical  care 
to  the  poor  patients  down  there.  If  it  was  not 
for  a  Senator  in  the  Senate  last  year,  we  might  have 
been  acting  on  that  matter  this  year  instead  of 
buying  another  ark  of  a  boat.  I  sincerely  hope 
the  matter  is  postponed  a  week.  If  it  is,  I  will 
file  an  order  asking  his  Honor  the  Mayor  to 
consider  the  advisability  of  that  order  I  mentioned. 
I  hope  the  members  of  the  Council  will  go  along 
on  this  and  postpone  it  another  week. 

President    KELLY — The    question    comes    on 
postponing  for  another  week.     It  is  not  a  vote. 
Coun.  LINEHAN— I  doubt  the  vote. 
President   KELLY — Councilor   Linehan   doubts 
the  vote  and  asks  for  a  roll  call,  two  of  the  coun- 
cilors supporting  him.     The  clerk  will  call  the  roll. 
The  roll  was  called,  and  the  motion  to  postpone 
for  one  week  was  lost,  yeas  9,  nays  1 1 : 

Yeas — Coun.    Bayley,    Carey,    Chase,    Keenan, 

Linehan,  Madden,  Muchnick,  Russo,  Scannell — 9. 

Nays — Coun.    Bryan,    Cantwell,    Cook,    Fish, 

Hannon,   Hurley,   Kelly,   Kinsella,   Lane,   MeCor- 

mack,  Moriarty — 11. 

Coun.  BAYLEY — I  move  this  matter  be  re- 
ferred to  the  Executive  Committee  so  we  can 
get  further  information. 

Coun.  LINEHAN — May  there  be  debate  on  this 
matter? 

President  KELLY— Yes. 

Coun.  LINEHAN — I  do  not  feel  too  strong 
today.  But  I  feel  strongly  in  regard  to  this  matter, 
very  strongly.  Not  having  all  of  the  information 
that  I  think  is  necessary  in  regard  to  this  boat 
situation,  with  my  little  brain,  I  have  given  the 
best  I  can,  in  my  little  way,  to  the  other  members 
of  the  City  Council.  I  cannot  for  the  life  of 
me  see  why  they  have  not  given  us  another  week 
on  this  matter.  For  the  past  six  weeks  I  have 
been  trying  to  read  the  minutes  of  the  meetings 
so  I  could  be  up  to  date  on  what  I  thought  went 
on  in  this  Honorable  Body.  I  am  sorry  to  say, 
Mr.  President,  that  there  certainly  has  not  been 
very  much  saving  of, the  taxpayers'  money  in  this 
Body  during  the  past  six  weeks.  I  do  not  think 
I  am  off  on  a  wrong  tangent  on  this  thing.  I 
think  I  am  right.  Why  don't  we  give  it  a  week 
and  think  it  over  and  get  some  more  information? 
I  would  like  to  have  Doctor  Sacehetti  up  here. 
He  could  furnish  the  members  of  the  City  Council 
very  valuable  information.  As  a  matter  of  fact, 
it  would  stun  them.  If  they  knew  how  much  it 
cost  to  maintain  transportation  to  Long  Island 
from  the  mainland,  it  would  stun  them.  I  think 
if  they  got  that  information,  we  would  have  a 
majority  vote  to  put  this  boat  where  it  belongs, 
in  dry  dock  like  a  lot  of  other  ships  the  Navy  has 
put  up.  I  am  arguing  on  these  lines,  due  to  the 
fact  that  I  think  I  am  right.  When  I  am  right, 
I  hate  like  blazes  to  give  up.  Of  course,  I  realize 
being  just  one  member  of  the  City  Council  I  have 
not  got  as  much  power  as  his  Honor  the  Mayor. 
But  I  can  say  that  as  a  councilor  I  have  given 
much  thought  and  consideration  to  saving  money 
for  the  taxpayers  of  the  city,  as  much  as  his  Honor 
the  Mayor  of  Boston.  This  is  one  of  the  items 
that  proved  it  to  me.  While  I  think  that  is  so  I 
am  going  to  talk  as  long  as  I  can.  Mr.  President, 
has  anybody  discussed  this  matter  with  his  Honor 
the  Mayor?  I  would  like  to  ask  through  you 
any  member  of  the  Council  as  to  the  advisability 
of  the  construction  of  a  bridge  to  replace  the 
boats. 

President  KELLY — I  could  not  tell  you  that. 
You  can  ask  any  member  through  the  Chair. 

Coun.  LINEHAN — Evidently  there  is  not  any 
such  information.  You  can  rest  assured,  gentle- 
men of  the  Council,  it  will  not  be  many  months 
before  you  will  be  sorry  you  voted  to  buy  this 
boat.  Particularly  if  you  stay  in  this  Body 
another  term  or  two.  Some  of  us  will  not.  Some 
of  us  might.  If  we  have  the  Plan  E  form  of 
government,  there  will  be  only  nine  here,  or 
probably  less  than  that.  While  we  are  here,  let 
us  do  our  best  to  protect  the  taxpayers'  money. 
I  do  not  think  we  are  doing  it  right  now.  I  do 
not  think  we  did  it  when  we  passed  his  Honor 
the  Mayor's  budget  a  short  while  ago.  I  am 
sorry  to  say  I  was  not  here  to  vote  against  it.. 
I  hear  how  good  the  commissioners  are,  the  dif- 
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ferent  commissioners  of  the  city  and  how  efficient 
they  are,  and  the  different  members  of  the  Council, 
and  then  I  read  in  the  paper  while  I  was  a  patient 
in  the  hospital  that  there  was  eleven  million 
dollars  in  excess  of  last  year's  budget  recom- 
mended by  the  department  heads  of  the  City  of 
Boston.  Then  his  Honor  the  Mayor  cuts  it  down 
to  five  million  dollars  in  excess  of  last  year.  If 
I  remember  rightly,  during  the  campaign  we  were 
in  a  period  of  spending,  as  I  understand  it.  I  do 
not  know  what  period  we  are  in  now.  Now  I 
realize  probably  some  of  that  money  in  the  budget 
is  for  capital  improvements.  But  if  I  remember 
correctly, — I  am  subject  to  being  criticized  or 
corrected, — there  is  something  like  $13,000,000 
which  the  City  of  Boston  can  borrow  for  capital 
improvements.  That  means,  for  those  of  us  that 
are  not  accountants,  where  something  is  being 
bought  like  this  boat,  you  might  say,  or  a  fire 
engine,  the  life  of  which  might  extend  for  a  period 
of  ten  years,  that  it  is  not  fair  that  the  entire  cost 
of  this  item  should  be  spent  or  charged  up  against 
one  year.  It  should  be  properly  amortized  over 
a  period  of  ten  years.  That  is  the  way  they  do 
it  in  business.  That  is  the  way  they  should  do 
it  in  government.  Now,  Mr.  President,  I  would 
like  to  ask  through  you,  if  I  may,  if  we  vote  for 
this  appropriation  of  $80,000,  is  this  in  the  form 
of  a  current  expenditure  and  not  a  bond  issue? 

President  KELLY — I  am  informed  this  appro- 
priation will  be  paid  out  of  this  year's  taxes, 
councilor. 

Coun.  LINEHAN — That  is  very  revealing, 
gentlemen.  It  means  here  is  a  boat  the  life  of 
which  might  be  *at  least  ten  or  possibly  twenty 
years.  We  are  going  to  charge  it  off  against  the 
expenditures,  you  might  say,  of  the  budget  of  1946. 
Think  of  it.  Now  the  same  thing  goes  for  fire 
engines  and  other  so-called  capital  improvements. 

Coun.  FISH— Mr.  President. 

President  KELLY — For  what  purpose  does  the 
gentleman  rise? 

Coun.  FISH — I  wonder  if  the  councilor  from 
Ward  7  (Coun.  Linehan)  will  yield  for  a  question. 

Coun.  LINEHAN — I  will  yield  for  a  question 
gladly. 

Coun.  FISH — I  wonder  if  he  is  aware  of  the 
fact  that  if  we  issued  a  loan  for  the  borrowing  of 
$80,000,  it  would  cost  us  $149,000  to  issue  the 
loan? 

Coun.  LINEHAN — I  am  awfully  glad  to 
answer  that  question.  There  is  another  matter 
I  almost  forgot.  I  can  answer  it  this  way.  As  a 
result  of  sickness  I  was  not  present  when  the 
matter  of  a  $10,000,000  borrowing  was  being  con- 
sidered. It  should  have  been  borrowed  by  the 
issue  of  bonds.  It  was  $10,000,000  and  not 
$80,000.  Now  I  am  glad  the  councilor  from  Dor-  ■ 
Chester  (Coun.  Fish)  brought  that  up.  He  says 
the  $80,000  will  cost  $147,000. 

Coun.  FISH— $149,000. 

Coun.  LINEHAN— $149,000.  Now  that  means 
roughly  that  $10,000,000  will  cost  finally  about 
$18,000,000.  Does  that  answer  the  gentleman's 
question? 

Coun.  FISH— Mr.  President. 

President  KELLY — For  what  purpose  does  the 
gentleman  rise? 

Coun.  FISH — I  wonder  if  you,  through  the  City 
Clerk,  or  the  councilor  from  Ward  7  (Coun.  Line- 
han) can  tell  me  if  it  is  possible  to  borrow 
$10,000,000  for  this  specific  item  of  $149,000? 

Coun.  LINEHAN — Would  the  gentleman  mind 
repeating  his  question?     I  did  not  get  it. 

Coun.  FISH — Isn't  it  possible  to  buy  certain 
equipment,  we  will  say,  floating  a  loan,  which  will 
cost  $149,000  which  is  10  cents  on  the  tax  rate? 
We  may  be  able  to  borrow  up  to  4,  5  or  $6,000,000 
on  that  one  loan. 

President  KELLY — I  am  informed*  we  can 
borrow  as  much  as  we  want  to  within  our  debt 
incurring  power,  which  is  $13,000,000. 

Coun.  LINEHAN — I  was  going  to  say  thirteen- 
odd  million  dollars  which  you  could  use  to  borrow 
for  capital  expenses.  I  thought  I  mentioned  that 
earlier  in  my  talk.  You  evidently  were  not  paying 
attention. 

Coun.  FISH — I  heard  you. 

Coun.  LINEHAN — Now,  gentlemen,  it  is  the 
old  story.  His  Honor  the  Mayor  does  not  want 
to  float  a  bond  issue  for  $80,000.  But  he  does 
want  to  borrow  $10,000,000  for  an  issue  of  bonds 
to  lower  the  tax  rate.  You  might  say  this  is 
impertinent.  Before  the  President  rules  me  out 
of  order,  I  can  say  this  is  very  important  and  it  is 
pertinent  in  that  this  raises  the  tax  rate.  If  he 
succeeds  in  getting  the  other  through  the  Senate 


today  and  then  through  the  House  subsequently, 
which  I  do  not  think  he  can,  it  will  cost  the  city 
plenty.  He  is  asking  the  State  Legislature's  per- 
mission to  borrow  the  money.  I  am  sorry  to  say 
I  was  not  here  to  vote  no.  I  so  record  my  vote 
now.  You  might  say  this  is  only  a  minute  part 
of  the  tax  rate,  that  it  affects  it  only  in  a  minute 
way,  in  a  small  way.  But  that  is  how  the  tax 
rate  gets  added  up,  $80,000  here,  $100,000  there, 
$75,000  there,  $200,000  there.  Add  all  those 
pennies,  dimes,  quarters,  and  dollars  together, 
and  it  adds  up  to  a  tremendous  tax  rate. 

Coun.  MUCHNICK— Mr.  President,  a  point  of 
order. 

President  KELLY — State  your  point  of  order. 

Coun.  MUCHNICK— I  find  it  very,  hard  to 
disagree  with  much  of  what  is  being  said,  but  is 
it  pertinent  to  the  issue  as  to  whether  this  should 
go  to  the  Executive  Committee? 

President  KELLY — The  point  is  well  taken. 
The  Chair  wants  to  be  very  fair  in  this  matter, 
and  has  allowed  the  councilor  to  go  into  it.  If  the 
councilor  will  confine  his  remarks  to  referring  the 
matter  to  the  Executive  Session 

Coun.  LINEHAN — I  cannot  discuss  the  merits 
of  the  bill? 

President  KELLY — I  have  been  very  fair  with 
you. 

Coun.  LINEHAN — I  am  asking  you  a  question, 
Mr.  President. 

President  KELLY — You  can  talk  on  referring 
the  matter  to  the  Executive  Session. 

Coun.  LINEHAN — I  would  like  to  know  what 
I  can  discuss? 

President  KELLY — The  matter  we  are  dis- 
cussing now  is  referring  the  appropriation  of 
$80,000  for  the  purchase  of  a  boat  for  the  Institu- 
tions Department  at  Long  Island. 

Coun.  LINEHAN— Mr.  President,  I  do  not 
want  to  wear  you  out. 

President  KELLY — Go  right  ahead,  councilor. 

Coun.  LINEHAN— Can't  I  discuss  this  $80,000? 

President  KELLY — I  am  allowing  you  plenty  of 
leeway. 

Coun.  LINEHAN — I  would  like  to  ask  you 
through  the  clerk  if  I  can  discuss  the  appropriation 
of  $80,000? 

President  KELLY — I  am  ruling  you  can  discuss 
the  $80,000,  referring  the  matter  to  the  Executive 
Session. 

Coun.  LINEHAN — Mr.  President,  a  point  of 
information: 

President  KELLY — State  your  point  of 
information. 

Coun.  LINEHAN — I  would  like  to  ask  you, 
Mr.  President,  can't  I  discuss  the  tax  rate,  how 
this  affects  the  tax  rate  and  other  matters  per- 
taining to  the  tax  rate? 

President  KELLY — You  can  discuss  anything 
you  want  about  the  $80,000.  It  is  perfectly  in 
order.     Continue. 

Coun.  LINEHAN — Was  I  ruled  out  of  order  as 
a  result  of  what  was  said  by  the  councilor  from 
Ward  14  (Coun.  Muchnick)? 

President  KELLY — I  said  his  point  was  well 
taken.  You  were  going  adrift.  I  was  very  lenient 
with  you. 

Coun.  LINEHAN— Well,  Mr.  President,  may  I 
ask  if  I  might  clear  this  up  in  my  mind? 

President  KELLY — I  am  glad  to  clear  up  your 
mind. 

Coun.  LINEHAN— This  is  $80,000.  It  is  a 
vital  expenditure.  It  does  not  come  before  you 
every  week.  It  seems  to  me  I  can  discuss  the 
budget  now.  Can  I  or  can't  I?  That  is  what  I 
want  to  discuss. 

.  President  KELLY — You  cannot  discuss  the 
budget. 

Coun.  LINEHAN— How  it  affects  the  budget? 

President  KELLY — Yes,  but  you  cannot  discuss 
the  budget  on  the  $80,000. 

Coun.  LINEHAN — Mr.  President,  I  can  discuss 
how  it  affects  the  budget,  but  I  cannot  discuss  the 
budget? 

President  KELLY — You  asked  if  you  could 
discuss  the  budget. 

Coun.  LINEHAN — As  to  how  this  affects  the 
budget. 

President  KELLY — As  to  how  it  will  affect  the 
budget.     That  is  all  right. 

Coun.  LINEHAN— Mr.  President,  a  point  of 
information. 

President  KELLY — State  your  point  of 
information. 

Coun.  LINEHAN — I  am  trying  to  stay  within 
parliamentary  procedure.  I  think  I  am  doing  so 
without  getting  flustered  about  it.     Mr.  President, 
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may  I  discuss  :m\  item  which  lias  a  similarity  of 
purpose?  As  far  as  the  gentleman  from  Dorohester 
(Coun.  Fish)  goes,  he  asked  me  a  question,  ami 
then    1   answered   him   about    the   borrowing  of 

MO. 00(1. 000,  ami  how  much  it  would  cost.      Then  I 
went  hack  to  the  J80,000,      I  think  I  am  in  order. 
President  KELLY — I  have  allowed  you  to  make 
comparisons,  Councilor  Linehan. 

Coun.  LINEHAN — I  hope.  Mr.  President,  you 
will  withdraw  your  ruling  upon  the  statement  of 
the  gentleman  from  Ward  14  (Coun.  Muchniek). 
President  KELLY — Councilor  Linehan,  I  did 
not  call  your  attention  to  it.  A  member  of  the 
Council  called  your  attention  to  it.  I  agreed  with 
his  point  of  order.  I  have  been  very  fair  with  you, 
Councilor  Linehan. 

Coun.  LINEHAN — Well,  he  said  I  was  im- 
pertinent or  irrelevant..  Would  you  say  I  was 
irrelevant?  Would  you  rule  I  was  irrelevant, 
Mr.  Chairman? 

President  KELLY — The  Chair  did  not  make 
the  ruling. 

Coun.  LINEHAN— I  thought  you  did,  Mr. 
President,  when  you  agreed  with  the  gentleman 
from  Ward  14  (Coun.  Muchniek). 

President  KELLY— I  asked  the  gentleman  from 
Ward  7  (Coun.  Linehan)  if  he  would  confine  his 
remarks  to  referring  the  $80,000  to  the  Executive 
Session. 

Coun.  LINEHAN — It  looks  like  I  am  a  Southern 
Democrat  here  making  a  filibuster.  Mr.  President, 
I  think  I  will  conclude  by  saying  I  feel  sure  all  of 
the  councilors  who  were  present  at  the  meeting  I 
attended  a  year  or  so  ago  in  regard  to  the  Long 
Island  situation  and  the  transportation  by  boats, 
whether  it  should  be  by  bridge  or  whether  we 
should  have  a  transfer  of  the  island  hospital  to  the 
mainland  and  so  forth,  I  sincerely  believe  all  of 
the  councilors  who  had  that  information  would 
not  vote  for  this  appropriation  today.  We  are 
carrying  on  the  same  way.  We  have  been  doing 
this  for  I  do  not  know  how  many  years,  since  Long 
Island  came  into  being  as  an  institution  for  the 
sick  and  for  the  unfortunate.  We  are  just  carrying 
on  the  same  old  thing,  adding  on  more  and  more 
money.  If  we  had  Dr.  Sacchetti  before  us  in 
Executive  Session  and  if  he  had  his  figures  he 
presented  to  us  at  that  meeting,  they  would  be 
dumbfounded  as  to  how  much  money  was  being 
spent  on  transportation.  It  could  have  been 
wiped  out  if  we  developed  the  construction  of  a 
bridge.  May  I  conclude  by  saying  I  sincerely 
hope  the  members  of  the  Council  vote  to  refer  the 
matter  to  Executive  Session?  Then  we  can  try  to 
get  hold  of  Dr.  Sacchetti  if  we  can,  or  put  it  over 
for  a  week  for  the  Executive  Session  so  we  can  get 
more  information.  Let  us  as  members  of  the 
Council  think  of  the  fifty  cents  on  the  tax  rate. 
As  I  said  earlier  in  the  session,  if  we  keep  up  doing 
nothing  but  going  along  with  everything  that  is 
sent  to  us  from  his  Honor  the  Mayor's  office,  I 
sincerely  think  that  many  of  us  will  not  be  coun- 
cilor^ two  or  four  years  from  now. 

President  KELLY — The  question  is  on  referring 
the  matter  to  the  Executive  Session.  It  is  not  a 
vote.  Councilor  Bayley  doubts  the  vote  and  asks 
for  a  roll  call.  He  has  the  necessary  support. 
The  clerk  will  call  the  roll. 

The  roll  was  called,  and  the  motion  to  refer 
the  matter  to  the  Executive  Session  was  defeated, 
yeas  8,  nays  10: 

Yeas — Coun.  Bayley,  Carey,  Chase,  Keenan, 
Linehan,  Madden,  Russo,  Scannell — 8. 

Nays— -Coun.  Bryan,  Cantwell,  Cook,  Fish, 
Hannon,  Hurley,  Kelly,  Kinsella,  Lane, 
McCormack — 10. 

President  KELLY — The  motion  to  refer  is  lost, 
and  the  question  comes  on  the  passage  of  the 
appropriation.     The  clerk  will  call  the  roll. 

Coun.  RUSSO — I  would  like  to  move  recon- 
sideration. Mr.  President,  there  have  been 
many  thoughts  expressed  by  the  councilor  from 
Ward  7  (Coun.  Linehan)  which  I  believe  have 
plenty  of  merit.  Here  is  an  item  of  $80,000  which 
the  .Mayor  is  asking  you  to  appropriate  in  order  to 
put  it  into  this  year's  tax  rate.  We  do  not  know 
exactly  what  the  rate  will  be,  but  the  City  of 
Boston  and  its  taxpayers  are  faced  with  a  tax 
rate  which  is  going  to  choke  the  City  of  Boston 
if  the  $10,000,000  loan  does  not  get  through.  I 
have  also  in  mind  that  there  are  many  other 
items  that  could  have  been  asked  for,  the  appro- 
priation of  which  his  Honor  the  Mayor  sees  fit 
not  to  appropriate  money  for,  such  things  as 
playgrounds  and  other  vital  necessities.  He 
cannot  vote  a  loan  for  thorn.  Here  is  an  oppor- 
tunity here,  if  it  is  finally  decided  that  the  Long 


island  institution  is  going  to  stay  in  Long  Island — 
and  I  am  certainly  convinced  that  is  the  place 
where  it  should  be  and  where  it  belongs  and  where 
it  should  stay.  The  only  fault  I  find  is  that  the 
connection  between  Long  Island  and  the  mainland 
is  poor.  I  do  not  believe  the  hospital  and  the 
so-called  almshouse  could  be  located  anywhere  in 
the  city.  I  am  heartily  in  favor  of  building  a 
bridge  from  Moon  Island  to  Long  Island  to 
connect  Long  Island  with  the  mainland.  If  the 
Mayor  of  the  City  of  Boston  believes  that  is  the 
proper  step  to  take,  then  I  say  he  should  take  that 
step.  I  believe  that  the  Legislature  would  go 
along  on  granting  that  the  City  of  Boston  should 
connect  Long  Island  with  the  mainland.  I  do 
not  know  very  much  in  so  far  as  this  boat  is  con- 
cerned. We  were  told  that  it  would  cost  in  the 
vicinity  of  $40,000.  The  boat  actually  cost  the 
Federal  government  approximately  '  $400,000. 
It  is  also  stated  that  it  will  take  about  $35,000  to 
change  that  boat.  The  boat  has  to  do  the  trips 
to  Long  Island  for  transportation.  I  venture  to 
say,  Mr.  President,  that  once  we  buy  this  boat 
there  will  be  the  usual  things  coming  up.  Say 
it  costs  $35,000  for  remodeling  the  boat.  By  the 
time  we  get  through  it  will  cost  the  City  of  Boston 
double  the  amount,  if  not  more.  I  am  wondering, 
if  the  Mayor  wants  to  reduce  the  taxes,  why 
couldn't  he  include  this  in  his  loan,  If  he  feels 
the  boat  is  very  vital  at  this  time  and  he  feels  there 
is  no  other  hope  of  connecting  the  Long  Island 
hospital  with  the  mainland,  why  can't  we  borrow 
this  money  and  spread  the  amount  over  five  years 
or  more  without  jeopardizing  the  tax  rate  for 
1946?  That  is  the  reason  why  I  am  going  along, 
and  I  hope  that  the  councilors  will  go  along  to 
have  this  matter  referred  to  the  Executive  Meeting 
so  that  we  might  get  the  proper  information  and 
properly  decide  what  we  should  do  on  this  item. 
I  am  therefore  urging  the  Council  have  this 
matter  referred  to  the  Executive  Committee. 

President  KELLY — The  question  is  on  recon- 
sideration. 

Coun.  COOK — Speaking  on  reconsideration,  it 
seems  to  me  this  matter  has  been  before  the 
Council  at  least  three  weeks.  I  do  not  think  we 
can  get  any  more  information  than  we  have  had 
both  in  Executive  and  in  the  committee  that 
heard  the  original  matter.  As  I  see  it,  anybody 
who  listened  to  the  testimony  would  say  as  a 
reasonable  man  it  will  be  cheaper  for  the  city  to 
buy  this  boat  than  to  keep  repairing  the  two 
broken-down  boats  we  have.  The  expense  of 
repairing  them  and  keeping  them  in  shape  and 
hiring  other  facilities  for  transportation  when 
they  are  laid  up  far  exceeds  the  cost  of  replacing 
them  with  this  tugboat  which  the  United  States 
government  is  selling  us.  I  think  we  should 
defeat  reconsideration  and  vote  favorably  on 
the  appropriation. 

Coun.  LINEHAN — Does  the  gentleman  yield 
for  a  question? 

Coun.  COOK — Yes,  I  would  be  glad  to  answer 
the  question. 

Coun.  LINEHAN— I  would  like  to  ask  the 
gentleman  from  Ward  12  (Coun.  Cook)  where  he 
got  the  information  as  to  the  cost  of  transportation 
from  the  mainland  to  the  island.  I  ask  him  that 
question  due  to  the  fact  he  said  he  did  not  know 
of  any  more  information  he  could  get.  I  wonder 
if  he  got  that  information. 

Coun.  COOK — As  I  remember  the  statistics, 
Mr.  President,  and  my  good  friend  from  Ward  7 
(Coun.  Linehan),  the  cost  of  transportation, 
including  the  cost  of  repairing  and  replacing  the 
transportation  when  the  present  boats  are  not 
able  to  transport  people  to  and  from  Long  Island 
— as  I  recall  the  statistics — I  think  in  two  years 
the  cost  was  well  over  $80,000.  As  a  pure  business 
proposition,  with  a  Diesel-run  boat,  I  think  we 
can  cut  the  cost  in  half  inside  of  one  year. 

Coun.  LINEHAN — I  would  like  to  inform  the 
gentleman  from  Ward  12  (Coun.  Cook)  he  still 
has  not  impressed  me  that  he  has  all  the  informa- 
tion necessary  to  act  on  this  matter  today.  He 
talks  about  an  expense  of  well  over  $80,000.  It 
is  for  two  years.  I  cannot  remember  the  exact 
figures  submitted  to  us  by  Dr.  Sacchetti  and  the 
Commissioner  of  Institutions,  Commissioner 
Campbell.  It  was  enough  so  that  within  ten 
years  you  paid  for  the  bridge.  Doesn't  he  think 
that,  as  a  member  of  the  Council  and  as  a  repre- 
sentative of  the  taxpayers  of  Ward  12,  he  should 
be  submitted  facts  to  substantiate  that?  I  am 
not  speaking  this  out  of  my  brain.  These  are 
facts  which  were  presented  by  Dr.  Sacchetti  and 
the   Commissioner   of   Institutions,    Commissioner 
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Campbell,  last  year  when  the  question  of  whether 
or  not  the  Legislature  should  give  the  City  of 
Boston  authority  to  build  or  construct  a.  bridge 
from  Moon  Island  to  Long  Island,  was  discussed. 
Doesn't  he  think,  as  a  member  of  the  City  Council 
— this  is  in  the  form  of  a  question,  Mr.  President — 
doesn't  he  think,  as  a  City  Councilor,  if  such  facts 
were  available  he  should  have  them  before  he  acts 
on  this  whole  matter?  We  should  consider  not 
only  this  boat,  but  the  maintenance  of  the  island 
itself.  Are  we  going  to  still  have  Long  Island  as  an 
institution?  Is  it  going  to  be  moved  out?  If  it  is 
going  to  be  moved  out,  we  do  not  need  a  new 
boat.  If  you  are  going  to  remain  down  there, 
you  will  possibly  need  a  bridge  which  will  pay 
for  itself  out  of  the  tremendous  saving  as  a  result 
of  building  the  bridge.  Then  the  poor,,  unfor- 
tunate patients  and  people  who  are  unable  to 
support  themselves  will  receive  proper  medical 
care  from  doctors  and  nurses,  while  at  the  present 
time  by  this  boat  system  they  do  not  get  any 
top-rate  doctors  going  down  to  Long  Island. 
They  do  not  want  to  go  down  there  and  take 
the  old  boat  over  to  Long  Island.  If  they  could 
go  on  to  the  island  from  the  mainland  by  way  of 
a  bridge,  it  was  admitted  by  the  doctors  at  the 
conference  that  the  chances  are  they  would  get 
much  better  and  more  efficient  medical  and 
nursing  attention.  That  is  what  we  are  looking 
for,  plus  the  fact  we  want  to  try  to  save  the  tax- 
payers' money.  _  I  think  we  will  if  we  kill  this 
$80,000  appropriation  and  either  move  the  Long 
Island  institution  up  or,  if  it  is  going  to  stay 
there,  construct  a  bridge.  That  is  a  long  question. 
If  the  gentleman  from  Ward  12  (Coun.  Cook) 
wants  to  answer  it,  I  am  glad  to  listen. 

Coun.  COOK — The  purchase  of  this  boat  will 
be  accomplished  sooner  than  any  bridge  could  be 
constructed.  Buying  this  new  boat  would  make 
it  a  good  business  proposition.  That  is  the  only 
answer  I  think  we  should  be  interested  in.  What 
can  we  do  now  to  improve  the  situation  and  save 
money?  I  think  that  the  spending  of  $80,000 
for  a  boat  to  be  purchased  from  the  United  States 
government  is  a  better  business  proposition  than 
keeping  two  broken-down  ferries  and  waiting  five 
or  ten  years  until  we  get  a  bridge,  if  we  do  get  a 
bridge. 

Coun.  BAYLEY — Last  week  I  moved  that  this 
order  be  laid  on  the  table,  and  it  was.  My  pur- 
pose as  I  expressed  it  at  that  time  was  to  get 
more  information,  especially  to  find  out  if  this 
was  the  best  boat  we  could  buy.  There  is  some 
truth  in  the  statement  of  the  distinguished  gentle- 
man from  Ward  12  (Coun.  Cook). 

President  KELLY — Just  a  moment,  councilor. 
At  this  time  the  Chair  will  call  Councilor  Fish  to 
preside. 


Coun.  FISH  in  the  chair. 


Chairman  FISH — The  question  before  the 
Council  is  on  reconsideration. 

Coun.  BAYLEY — What  bothers  me  a  great 
deal  in  this  transaction  is  the  fact  we  are  asked 
for  an  order  for  $80,000,  of  which  $42,500  is  to 
be  spent  for  the  purchase  of  a  boat.  It  looks  to 
be  a  good  purchase,  inasmuch  as  the  boat  cost 
somewhere  around  half  a  million  dollars  to  build. 
On  the  other  hand,  the  remainder  of  the  money, 
$35,000  or  more,  is  to  be  used  to  take  down  part 
of  the  superstructure  of  the  vessel.  It  is  now  a 
tugboat.  I  am  not  a  nautical  man.  I  do  not 
know  how  to  explain  it,  or  what  the  phrase  is, 
but  it  is  proposed  to  take  off  the  superstructure, 
I  am  informed,  so  that  it  may  be  used  for  the 
purposes  of  the  passengers.  I  had  in  mind,  when 
I  asked  for  tabling  the  motion  for  one  week,  that 
we  would  take  it  up  in  the  Executive  Session  and 
that  would  give  the  department  head  in 
question 

Coun.  MUCHNICK— Mr.  President,  a  point  of 
order. 

Chairman  FISH — State  your  point  of  order. 

Coun.  MUCHNICK— As  I  understand  it,  we 
are  now  on  reconsideration. . 

Chairman  FISH— That  is  right. 

Coun.  MUCHNICK — Reconsideration  on  send- 
ing this  to  the  Executive. 

Chairman  FISH— That  is  right. 

Coun.  MUCHNICK— I  do  not  think  super- 
structures or  other  remarks  which  are  being  made 
have  much  to  do  with  referring  this  to  the  Execu- 
tive Session. 

Chairman  FISH— The  Chair  will  rule  that  his 
nautical  terms  are  all  right,  so  far. 


Coun.  BAYLEY — I  believe  I  am  distinctly  on 
the  motion.  I  am  in  favor  of  reconsideration  so 
that  this  matter  might  be  sent  to  Executive  and 
we  may  be  able  to  get  information  from  the  depart- 
ment heads  concerned.  I  want  to  know  if  any 
further  attempt  has  been  made  to  find  a  boat  more 
suitable  than  the  present  boat.  I  was  trying  to 
explain  how  we  are  spending  $35,000  or  more  to 
take  over  a  tugboat  to  make  it  suitable  for  our 
purposes.  The  army  or  navy  may  have  a  boat 
which  will  not  require  $35,000  to  make  suitable 
for  our  purposes,  and  which  will  be  able  to  carry 
passengers,  and  which  we  can  buy  outright  and 
need  not  make  alterations  in  above  deck.  It 
would  solve  our  problem.  It  would  suit  our 
purpose.  I  do  not  like  spending  $35,000  to  make 
over  a  boat  to  serve  our  purpose  if  we  can  get  one 
more  suitable.  Therefore,  I  am  in  favor  of  recon- 
sideration to  find  out  if  that  information  I  asked 
for  last  week  may  be  available.  We  may  find  if 
this  is  the  only  boat  available  for  our  purposes,  or 
if  a  more  suitable  boat  may  be  found  which  we  can 
buy  at  less  expense  than  the  one  before  us  now. 
We  must  spend  the  taxpayers'  money  wisely, 
fairly  and  efficiently,  as  sometimes  we  have  not 
done.  I  agree  it  was  unfortunate  that  no  action 
was  taken  to  reduce  the  budget.  We  have  a 
chance  here  to  save  money  for  the  taxpayers. 
They  are  hard  pressed  in  this  city.  I  do  not 
believe  the  way  out  of  financial  difficulties  is  to 
get  a  loan.  We  have  to  run  the  city  more  effi- 
ciently. This  is  one  way.  I  hope  we  can  do  it. 
I  hope  we  are  not  going  to  vote  $80,000  without  a 
full  and  fair  investigation.  If  we  can  get  a  boat 
for  less  money,  we  should  do  it.  I  hope  we  let 
this  question  go  to  the  Executive  Committee  and 
have  all  the  possible  latest  evidence. 

Coun.  LINEHAN — Am  I  in  order  to  make  a 
motion  to  lay  on  the  table  for  one  week? 

Chairman  FISH — The  motion  is  out  of  order 
until  the  other  one  is  disposed  of. 

Coun.  LINEHAN — This  does  not  take  pre- 
cedence, laying  on  the  table? 

Chairman  FISH — It  does  not  take  precedence 
over  the  other  until  the  other  motion  is  disposed  of. 
Coun.  RUSSO — I  was  not  recognized  when  I 
wanted  the  President  to  recognize  me.  Now  that 
I  have  the  floor,  I  would  like  to  ask  the  councilor 
from  Ward  12  (Coun.  Cook)  a  question,  if  I  may, 
which  he  may  answer  through  you,  Mr.  President. 
I  want  to  know  whether  he  would  have  any  ob- 
jection, after  we  received  the  proper  information 
that  the  Long  Island  institution  will  not  be  re- 
moved to  the  mainland  or  that  the  other  two  boats 
are  gone  so  far  that  they  could  not  be  used,  if  this 
money,  instead  of  being  an  appropriation  which 
would  be  taxed  on  and  levied  on  this  year's  taxes, 
if  it  was  in  the  form  of  a  loan,  after  we  had  the 
proper  information,  we  had  decided  we  should  have 
a  new  boat  in  order  to  take  the  persons  from  Long 
Island  to  the  mainland. 

Chairman  FISH — Is  that  in  the  form  of  a 
question? 

Coun.  RUSSO— Yes. 

Coun.  COOK — As  nearly  as  I  can  make  out 
the  question,  my  answer  would  be  we  are  not 
going  to  fool  around  with  tax  rates.  I  would 
rather  have  it  come  as  an  appropriation.  It  would 
figure  in  the  tax  rate  and  be  a  truer  one  than  if 
we  make  a  loan. 

Coun.  RUSSO — If  that  is  his  opinion,  let  us  be 
fair  with  ourselves.  Don't  you  believe  we  ought 
to  have  the  information  whether  or  not  his  Honor 
the  Mayor  is  contemplating  removing  the  Long 
Island  Hospital  to  the  mainland?  Don't  you 
think  we  ought  to  have  the  information  whether 
Long  Island  Hospital  will  stay  in  Long  Island,  to 
make  our  decision  honestly  and  sincerely,  knowing 
full  well  what  will  take  place  within  the  next  year 
or  so,  or  six  months?  I  know  this  much,  Mr. 
President,  those  two  boats,  the  "O'Meara"  and 
the  "Perkins,"  cost  the  City  of  Boston  thousands 
of  dollars  during  their  operation.  But  I  do  not 
intend  to  contract  for  a  boat  if  the  "O'Meara" 
and  the  "Perkins"  can  be  used  and  utilized  if 
they  have  in  mind  removing  the  Long  Island 
institution  to  the  mainland,  until  such  time  as 
the  Legislature  will  give  permission  to  the  City  of 
•Boston  to  erect  a  bridge  from  Moon  Island  to 
Long  Island.  That  is  why  I  would  like  to  have 
that  referred  to  the  Executive  Committee.  Let 
us  decide  if  it  is  going  to  be  removed  from  Long 
Island  to  the  mainland,  and  then  let  us  act  ac- 
cordingly. If  it  is  going  to  remain  at  Long  Island, 
then  let  us  get  the  true  information.  I  wonder 
when  we  are  going  to  get  the  true  information  we 
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desire.     If  nre  do  not  an  now.  1  can  assure  you, 
within  the  next  two  years  that  we  will  be  here,  we 

will  ncil  not  it. 

Coun.  CB  vsi  Mr.  President,  I  hope  that  the 
Council  sustains  the  motion  to  reconsider.  The 
request  is  a  reasonable  one.  A  number  of  coun- 
cilors desire  to  interrogate  the  Commissioner  who 
is  in  charge  of  the  Long  Island  institution.  I  see 
no  reason  why  they  are  not  entitled  to  the  infor- 
mation they  sock.  I  trust  that  the  Council  will 
reconsider  the  vote  in  order  that  these  councilors 
might  get  the  information  they  desire. 

Coun.  KEENAN — Mr.  President,  about  a  year 
ago,  1  believe  it  was  a  Saturday  morning  that  the 
Committee  on  Hospitals  notified  us  there  would 
he  a  trip  down  the  harbor  to  investigate  conditions 
at  Long  Island.  I  happened  to  be  a  member  of 
the  committee.  We  took  the  boat  to  Long  Island. 
We  spent  the  day  there  and  we  saw  what  condi- 
tions were.  We  held  a  meeting.  It  was  the  first 
time  a  meeting  was  held  by  any  members  of  the 
Council  on  a  Saturday  night  going  into  the  wee 
hours  of  the  morning.  On  Monday  we  came 
into  the  Council.  Every  member  of  the  Body  at 
that  time  spoke  of  the  conditions  that  prevailed 
at  the  Long  Island  Hospital.  I  informed  the 
councilors  who  were  not  present  on  the  trip  to 
Long  Island  about  the  information  I  had  received. 
A  fireman  who  had  only  one  leg  was  going  to  rescue 
patients  from  the  building  if  a  fire  occurred. 
Those  were  the  conditions  that  existed  on  Long 
Island.  The  information  I  received  that  day 
from  the  doctor  and  the  members  of  the  committee 
and  from  talking  with  the  patients  was  that  it 
was  their  intention  to  move  the  Long  Island 
Hospital  to  the  mainland.  Governor  Tobin,  who 
was  Mayor  at  that  time,  asked  the  councilors  to 
go  on  record  for  a  certain  amount  of  money  to 
build.  I  was  in  favor  of  it  because  of  the  infor- 
mation I  received  as  to  the  cost  of  transporting 
people  down  there,  the  visitors  and  the  food, 
the  coal,  and  so  forth.  From  the  information  I 
received  I  figured  it  was  better  to  build  a  bridge 
than  have  the  boat.  From  the  information  I 
have  received  today,  I  understand  that  plans 
were  drawn  for  a  viaduct  and  the  layout  of  the 
department.  They  figured  approximately  a  million 
and  a  half  to  build  the  viaduct  from  the  mainland 
to  Long  Island.  His  Honor  the  Mayor  has  asked 
for  $80,000  for  the  purchase  of  the  boat.  The 
City  of  Boston  has  spent  a  lot  of  money  on  the 
two  boats  over  a  period  of  the  last  few  years. 
But  from  the  business  standpoint  I  think  the 
City  of  Boston  still  wants  to  spend  $200,000  more 
to  repair  the  two  boats  they  now  have.  The  city 
would  be  saving  approximately  $60,000.  If  they 
took  that  same  amount  of  money  and  put  it  with 
the  million  and  a  half  dollars  to  build  a  viaduct, 
from  the  information  here  this  afternoon  in  a 
few  years  the  City  of  Boston  would  be  saving  the 
taxpayers'  money.  It  would  be  a  benefit  to  the 
city  and  to  the  persons  in  the  Long  Island  Hos- 
pital. So  I  ask  you  to  refer  this  to  the  Executive 
Committee. 

Chairman  FISH — The  question  is  on  reconsider- 
ation. 

Coun.  KEENAN— Mr.  President,  a  point  of 
information. 

Chairman  FISH — State  your  point  of  informa- 
tion. 

Coun.  KEENAN — Would  I  be  in  order  at  this 
time  by  moving  to  have  it  laid  on  the  table  for  a 
week? 

Chairman  FISH — That,  is  out  of  order  until  this 
ic  disposed  of.  Thi  qassticn  is  on  reconsideration 
It  is  not  a  vote.  The  Chair  doubts  the  vote. 
The  clerk  will  call  the  roll. 

The  roll  was  called,  and  the  motion  to  reconsider 
was  lost,  yeas  9,  nays  9: 

Yeas — Coun.  Bayley,  Carey,  Chase,  Keenan, 
Linehan,  Madden,  Muchnick,  Kusso,  Scannell — 9. 

Nays — Coun.  Bryan,  Cook,  Fish,  Hannon, 
Hurley,  Kinsella,  Lane,  MeCormack,  Mori- 
arty — 9. 

Coun.    BAYLEY — I   move   this   be   laid   on    the 

table. 

Chairman  FISH — It  is  not  a  vote.  Councilor 
Bayley  doubts  the  vote  and  asks  for  a  roll  call. 
He  is  supported  by  two  members.  The  clerk  will 
proceed  and  call  the  roll. 

The  roll  was  called,  and  the  motion  to  lay  on 
the  table  v.a-  .1.  feated,  yeas  !t,  nays  9: 

Yeas — Coun.  Bayley,  Carey,  Chase,  Keenan, 
Linehan,  Madden,  Muchnick,  Russo,  Scannell — 9. 

Nay-  Coun.  Bryan,  Cook,  Fish,  Hannon, 
1 1  in  ley,  Kinsella,  Lane,  MeCormack,  Moriarty — 9. 


Coun.  MADDEN— At  this  time,  in  view  of  the 
controversy  we  have  had  and  the  great  deal  of 
pros  and  cons  on  the  cost  of  the  boat  and  the  cost 
of  the  bridge  and  the  annual  cost  of  bringing 
supplies  and  passengers  to  Long  Island,  there  is 
one  thing  that  has  not  been  clear  to  me,  and  that 
is  why  the  City  of  Boston  should  spend  this 
fabulous  sum  of  money  for  a  boat  when  we  read 
in  the  paper  every  day  that  the  Congress  of  the 
United  States  is  in  the  process  of  demolishing 
boats  with  an  atom  bomb.  We  also  read  from 
time  to  time  where  the  Federal  government,  the 
Office  of  Surplus  Supplies,  are  literally  giving  away 
boats  and  everything  else.  Up  until  now,  Mr. 
President,  we  have  had  so  little  before  the  Execu- 
tive Committee  or  any  other  committee  which 
could  give  this  Body  some  idea  of  the  cost  of 
renovating  this  boat,  that  therefore,  Mr.  Presi- 
dent, in  view  of  the  uncertainty,  I  move  that 
we  refer  this  matter  to  the  Boston  Finance  Com- 
mission and  have  them  look  into  it. 

Chairman  FISH — The  motion  is  out  of  order. 
Coun.  RUSSO— Mr.  President,  I  do  not  like  to 
be  placed  in  a  position  to  vote  against  something 
which  might  be  needed,  but  I  will  vote  against  it 
if    this   is   brought   in   here    today.     I    think   my 
request    is    a    reasonable    one.      I    believe    that 
my  request  is  warranted,  in  asking  for  information 
that  we  have  been  unable  to  receive.     We  must 
have  information  in  order  to  make  up  our  minds 
once  and  for  all  what  the  present  administration 
downstairs  intends  to  do  at  Long  Island.     Another 
thought  has  been  brought  up  now  by  Councilor 
Madden,     The  Federal  government  is  giving  away 
boats  and  has  spent  billions  of  dollars  in  order  to 
destroy  humanity  throughout  this  world.     I  am 
wondering  whether  or  not  the  present  administra- 
tion might  not  induce  the  Federal  government  in  a 
worthy  cause  such  as  this,  which  is  charity,  to  give 
this  boat  to  the  city  for  nothing.     It  would  save 
the  taxpayers   of  the  City  of  Boston   a  certain 
amount  of  money.     Would  my  colleagues  prefer 
to  have  this  information  or  would  they  prefer  to 
vote     "without     receiving     any     information?     In 
answer,  Mr.  President,  to  my  colleague  from  the 
twelfth    district    (Coun.    Cook)    who   would   like 
to  see  it  put  on  the  tax  rate  of  this  year  in  order 
to  have  the  proper  tax  rate,   I  say  to  him,   Mr. 
President,    I    wonder    if   he   would    be   consistent 
in  voting  for  the  one  million  and  a  half  that  his 
Honor  the  Mayor  is  asking  us  to  borrow  in  order 
to  get  new  equipment,  if  we  want  to  see  the  true 
tax  rate.     Mind   you,   the  tax   rate,   as   I   under- 
stand it,  is  supposed  to  cover  the  running  of  the 
affairs   of  the  City   of  Boston,   the  maintenance, 
the  vital  things  which  are  needed  in  order  to  run 
the  city.     But  in  so  far  as  buying  equipment  is 
concerned,  there  is  no  corporation  in  the  City  of 
Boston  or  anywhere  which   does   not  spread  the 
item   and  borrow  money,   perhaps  spreading  the 
item    over    five    or   more   years.     It   all    depends 
upon  the  duration  of  the  particular  article  they 
are  trying  to  buy.     If  we  receive  a  true  assess- 
ment of  our  city,  then  we  will  have  a  true  tax  rate. 
It   might   be   shocking,    Mr.    President.     I    know 
poor    individuals    who    own    their   homes.     Their 
homes    are    assessed    over    and    above    what    the 
actual  value  should  be.     These  are  the  small  home 
owners   who   are   carrying   the   burden.     It  is   all 
right   for   the   big   fellows.     They   can   go   to   the 
Appeal  Board  and  receive  their  reduction.     It  is 
the  small  home  owner  who  owns  his  own  home, 
and  perhaps  has  had  his  home  for  twenty-five  or 
thirty  years,  who  is  unable  to  carry  the  burden  of 
the  day  and  who  is  the  one  who  is  suffering.     I 
believe  that  we  are  entitled  to  receive  the  infor- 
mation.    I  do  not  believe  that  any  one  of  us  should 
be   obliged   to   vote   for   a   certain   order   without 
receiving    the    proper    information.     One    of    the 
members  here  stated  that  he  has  not  the  power, 
the  same  power  that   the  Mayor  of  the  City  of 
Boston   has.     I  say  to  you,   Mr.   President   (you 
had  been  a  member  of  the  Council  for  two  years 
before  me),  and  I  will  say  to  the  new  members  that 
they  would  have  the  same  power  as  the  Mayor  of 
the   City    of   Boston   if   twelve    councilors    would 
join  together  to  be  with  the  Mayor  when  the  thing 
warranted,  when  he  was  right,  and  to  be  against 
him  when  they  believed  that  things  were  wrong. 
We   are   not   fighting   for   petty   things.     We   are 
fighting   for   things   we   believe   in.     That   is   the 
reason  why  the  people  sent  us  here.     I  say  to  you 
if  we  do  not  get  the  right  information  now  you  will 
not  get  it  two  years   from   now.     Let  us   decide 
the  issue.     It  is  whether  the  Long  Island  Hospital 
is  going  to  remain  at  Long  Island.     I  would  like 
to  find  out  from  his  Honor  the  Mayor  if  he  intends 
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to  build  at  Long  Island,  to  give  those  poor  people 
at  Long  Island  a  proper  home.  I  have  been 
informed,  Mr.  President,  that  there  are  great 
doctors  in  our  city  who  would  be  very  glad  to  give 
up  their  time  and  their  knowledge  to  have  those 
individuals  at  Long  Island  benefit  by  it,  if  they 
had  proper  facilities  for  transportation.  On 
account  of  the  fact  that  there  are  not  proper 
facilities,  it  is  pretty  hard  to  give  the  proper 
medical  attention  that  those  individuals  are 
entitled  to.  In  order  to  build  a  bridge,  the  infor- 
mation we  received  last  year  was  that  it  would 
cost  $1,500,000.  Do  you  realize  what  ti.at  would 
mean?  It  would  mean  bringing  Long  Island  Hos- 
pital to  the  mainland.  I  have  heard  the  thought 
they  were  going  to  remove  the  Long  Island  Hos- 
pital from  Long  Island  and  bring  it  into  the  heart 
of  our  city.  At  the  time  I  first  heard  that,  I  was 
still  running  around  bare.  They  have  never  done 
it.  I  do  not  believe  they  will  do  it.  What  should 
be  done  is  to  build  on  Long  Island  where  it  is,  put 
new  buildings  there,  make  it  easy  for  the  doctors 
who  are  willing  to  give  their  time  and  their  pro- 
fessional knowledge  to  go  to  Long  Island  and  to 
give  proper  attention  to  those  patients.  They 
can  go  to  Long  Island  from  the  mainland  by  a 
bridge.  The  bridge  would  give  facility  to  parents 
and  relatives  of  the  patients  to  go  to  Long  Island 
and  visit  them  daily,  weekly  or  monthly,  day  in 
and  day  out,  if  they  so  desire.  You  and  I  know 
many  of  these  individuals  at  Long  Island  today 
are  not  perhaps  visited  by  their  own  nearest  and 
dearest,  not  because  they  have  lost  affection  or  love 
for  their  dear  ones,  but  because  they  have  not  the 
proper  transportation.  In  order  to  go  to  Long 
Island,  you  have. to  call  it  a  day.  For  a  five,  ten, 
or  twenty-minute  visit  at  Long  Island  Hospital, 
you  have  to  give  up  a  full  day.  When  a  person 
is  sick  in  bed,  Mr.  President,  all  of  us  realize  what 
it  means  to  have  a  visit  from  a  near  and  dear  one. 
It  means  inspiration.  That  is  75  per  cent  of  the 
battle  of  a  patient  in  a  hospital.  I  have  been  at 
Long  Island  and  asked  several  of  them.  They 
love  Long  Island  especially  in  the  summertime 
with  the  beautiful  water  around  them  and  the 
beautiful  air,  which  you  and  I  do  not  get  in  the 
City  Proper.  Those  who  can  walk  around  Long 
Island  love  it.  It  seems  as  if  they  are  the  property 
owners,  as  if  they  owned  Long  Island  by  them- 
selves individually.  But  one  thing  they  dislike  is 
that  they  do  not  receive  visits  from  their  nearest 
and  dearest  for  whom  they  have  respect,  because 
they  realize  also  that  some  of  their  parents  do  not 
visit  them  more  often 

Coun.  MUCHNICK— Mr.  President. 

Chairman  FISH — For  what  purpose  does  the 
gentleman  rise? 

Coun.  RUSSO — It  means  a  day  which  they  lose. 

Coun.  MUCHNICK — I  hate  to  keep  breaking, 
in,  but  I  do  not  believe  that  the  councilor  is 
speaking  on  the  order. 

Coun.  RUSSO — Mr.  President,  I  am  speaking 
on  the  order. 

Chairman  FISH — The  point  is  well  taken.  I 
would  wish  when  any  councilor  speaks  in  the 
future,  if  he  favors  a  bridge,  he  should  state  that 
he  favors  it  and  not  give  us  the  merits  and  demerits 
of  it.  If  people  like  hospitals,  state  that.  What 
we  are  speaking  on  is  the  passage  of  $80,000  for  a 
boat. 

Coun.  RUSSO — Mr.  President,  I  am  talking  on 
the  $80,000.  I  am  talking  in  regard  to  whether 
or  not  the  City  of  Boston  should  be  placed  in  a 
position  of  spending  $80,000  when  an  administra- 
tion knows  full  well  that  the  Long  Island  Hospital 
will  be  removed  to  the  mainland.  I  say  that  is 
the  intent.  Give  us  the  information.  If  the 
intent  is  to  let  the  Long  Island  Hospital  remain 
at  Long  Island,  then  give  us  that  information 
so  that  we  may  be  able  to  pass  on  it  with  our  God- 
given  brains  to  the  best  of  our  ability.  Am  I 
asking  too  much,  Mr.  President,  when  I  am  asking 
only  for  information  which  I  believe  I  am  entitled 
to?  Am  I  asking  too  much,  Mr.  President,  when 
I  ask  for  something  which  the  people  of  the  City  of 
Boston,  and  the  people  especially  of  my  district 
who  sent  me  here,  want  me  to  find  out  for  them? 
We  are  elected  by  our  people  in  our  respective 
districts.  The  Mayor  of  the  City  of  Boston  is 
elected  by  the  people  of  the  entire  City  of  Boston. 
Each  and  every  one  of  us  should  not  shirk  the 
responsibility  to  the  population  of  our  city.  As 
I  said  before,  Mr.  President,  all  that  I  want — and 
I  believe  that  I  am  entitled  to  it — is  to  receive 
information  in  order  to  make  up  my  mind  whether 
the  spending  of  this  $80,000  is  proper  at  this  time, 
whether  or  not  it  should  be  placed  on  the  true 


year's  tax  rate  or  whether  a  loan  would  be  more 
advisable.  Above  all,  I  want  to  know  the  intent 
of  the  present  administration  in  so  far  as  Long 
Island  is  concerned.  Each  one  of  us  and  especially 
his  Honor  the  Mayor,  Mr.  President,  has  been 
known  throughout  the  years  to  be  a  friend  of  the 
poor.  If  he  is  a  friend  of  the  poor,  then  the  poor 
should  know  ahead  of  time  what  his  intentions 
are.  Do  not  keep  them  in  suspense.  Let  us  have 
the  facts.  I  would  like  to  find  out  above  all,  Mr. 
President,  as  I  stated  before,  whether  this  is  not  a 
worthy  cause  to  bring  to  the  Federal  Government 
so  that  we  might  be  able  to  get  this  boat  free  of 
charge  because  it  is  for  a  worthy  cause  and  for 
charity's  sake  and  for  humanity's  sake  and  for 
the  sake  of  the  people  who  are  forced  because  of 
illness  to  be  placed  in  the  Long  Island  Hospital. 
I  would  like  to  find  out,  Mr.  President,  if  these 
steps  have  been  taken  and,  if  these  steps  have 
been  taken,  has  the  Federal  Government  refused 
a  worthy  cause  such  as  this?  Then  I  would  like 
to  ask  the  Congressmen  representing  Boston  and 
the  entire  State  of  Massachusetts 

Coun.    MUCHNICK— Mr.    President. 

Chairman  FISH — For  what  purpose  does  the 
gentleman    rise? 

Coun.  MUCHNICK— Will  the  councilor  yield 
for   a    question? 

Coun.  RUSSO — No.  I  would  like  to  find  out 
from  the  evidence  they  have 

Coun.  MUCHNICK— May  I  raise  a  point  of 
order? 

Chairman  FISH — State  your  point  of  order. 

Coun.  MUCHNICK— I  would  like  to  know 
what  the  Congress  of  the  United  States  has  to  do 
with  our  appropriating  $80,000  for  the  purchase 
of  a  boat  for  Long  Island. 

Chairman  FISH — I  would  like  to  know  that 
myself. 

Coun.  MUCHNICK — In  accordance  with  your 
answer,  Mr.  President,  will  you  please  rule  the 
gentleman  out  of  order  if  he  sticks  to  this  line  of 
argument? 

Chairman  FISH — I  think  that  the  councilor 
has  strayed  a  little  beyond  what  he  should.  I 
hope  he  will  not  go  too  far. 

Coun  RUSSO — I  am  only  trying  to  bring  out- 
shall  I  say  ^trying  to  persuade  my  colleagues  to 
look  at  this  matter  in  the  same  light  that  I  am 
looking  at  it.  If  we  have  not  got  that  right,  why 
waste  our  time  sitting  here  in  the  City  Council? 
If  we  believe,  j  ust  because  eleven  or  twelve  members 
have  made  up  their  minds,  that  the  minority 
should  heed  the  majority  without  expressing 
their  views,  why  sit  here?  We  know,  you  and  I 
know,  that  he  will  get  everything  he  wants.  If 
that  is  the  case,  let  us  disband  the  City  Council 
for  this  year  and  next  year  we  will  start  fresh. 
Mr.  President,  I  have  been  honest  and  fair  and 
sincere.  I  want  you  to  believe  me  when  I  say  that. 
I  have  all  the  good  intentions  of  going  along  if  I  am 
persuaded  and  if  I  am  given  the  information  that 
we  need.  If  I  am  given  the  information  there  is 
no  other  alternative  and,  in  order  to  give  proper 
facilities  for  transportation,  we  have  to  buy  this 
particular  boat,  I  am  willing  to  go  along  with  it. 
But  I  would  like  to  find  out,  Mr.  President,  if 
these  steps  have  been  taken.  The  Federal  Govern- 
ment, as  stated  before,  has  spent  billions  of 
dollars  and  I  feel,  as  my  colleague  from  Dorchester 
stated,  that  if  Congress  and  the  Congressmen  have 
nothing  to  do  with  this  $80,000  the  city  is  trying 
to  appropriate,  then  I  say  this,  they  can  go  so  far 
as  to  intercede  for  the  City  of  Boston  and  try  to 
induce  the  Federal  Government  to  give  this  boat 
free  of  charge  to  the  City  of  Boston  because  it  is 
for  a  very  worthy  cause.  Therefore,  Mr.  President, 
I  hope  and  trust  that  my  colleagues  will  go  along 
with  me  and  refer  this  to  the  Executive  Committee 
in  order  to  lay  it  on  the  table  for  one  week  to  give 
us  time  that  we  may  be  able  to  get  the  proper 
information. 

Chairman  FISH — The  question  is  on  the  passage 
of  the  order. 

Coun.  BRYAN — At  this  time  I  move  the 
previous   question. 

Chairman  FISH — Councilor  Bryan  moves  the 
previous  question.  There  is  no  debate.  The 
clerk  will  call  the  roll.  The  question  is  on  the 
previous  question,  the  motion  of  Councilor  Bryan. 
It  is  a  vote. 

Coun.  RUSSO— I  doubt  the  vote. 

Chairman  FISH — Councilor  Russo,  supported 
by  two  other  councilors,  doubts  the  vote  and  asks 
foi  a  roll  call.  The  clerk  will  call  the  roll  on  the 
previous  question. 
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Coun.  CHASE  —  May  I  request  the  councilors 
ii>  the  outside  chambers  be  notified? 

Chairman  FISH     You  maj  . 

The  i"ll  was  called,  and  the  motion  for  the 
previous  question  was  passed,  yeas  10,  nays  6: 

Yeas — Conn.  Bryan,  Cook,  Fish,  Ilannon,  Hur- 
ley, Kelly,  Kinsclla.  Lane,  Moriarty,  McCormack 
—  10. 

\'  ys  Coun.  Bayley,  Chase,  Kinsclla.  Linehan, 
Russo,  Scannetl — (i. 

Chairman  FISH — The  question  comes  on  the 
passage  of  the  order.  There  is  no  debate.  The 
clerk  will  call  the  roll. 

Coun.  SCANNELL — A  point  of  personal 
privilege. 

Chairman  FISH — State  your  point  of  personal 
privilege. 

Coun.  SCANNELL — I  ask  unanimous  consent 
to  make  a  statenu  n1 . 

Chairman  FISH — If  the  statement  is  pertaining 
to  the  passage  of  this  order,  it,  is  out  of  order. 

Coun.  SCANNELL — I  ask  unanimous  consent 
to  make  a  statement. 

Chairman  FISH — If  there  is  no  objection,  the 
Chair  will  grant  you  unanimous  consent,  but  will 
warn  you  lie  will  stop  you  if  you  speak  on  the 
order.      Is  there  any  objection?      (No  response.) 

Coun.  SCANNELL— Mr.  Chairman,  the  Chair 
has  given  me  permission  to  make  a  statement. 
My  statement  is  in  regard  to  this.  I  do  not  like 
to  be  in  this  position  of  having  something  driven 
down  your  throat  or  to  be  shut  off  from  debate  or 
shut  off  in  any  matter  pertaining  to  city  business. 
I  do  not  think  the  gentleman  that  moved  the 
previous  question  knew  what  he  was  doing.  It  is 
all  right.  I  do  not  like  to  be  shut  off  as  a  mem- 
ber of  the  Council  from  debate  pertaining  to  this 
order.  I  do  not  like  to  have  anything  driven 
down  my  throat  in  this  Body.  If  anybody  in  this 
Body  thinks  he  is  driving  anything  down  my 
throat,  I  am  not  going  to  take  it.  I  am  interested 
in  the  business  just  as  the  councilor  from  Ward  7 
(Coun.  Linehan)  is  interested,  to  find  out  what 
this  S80.000  is  all  about. 

Chairman  FISH — I  am  sorry,  councilor.  I  have 
to  go  by  the  rules.  Unanimous  consent  was 
given  with  the  provision  that  you  would  not 
speak  on  this  order.  There  is  no  other  ruling  I 
can  go  by.  The  previous  question  has  been 
voted. 

Coun.  SCANNELL— Will  the  clerk  quote  the 
rule?  My  interpretation  of  asking  unanimous 
consent  to  make  a  statement  is  that  I  can  stand 
here  all  day  and  talk  on  anything  that  I  would 
like  to  say  if  there  is  no  objection  made  by  any 
member  of  the  board. 

Chairman  FISH — The  rule  adopted  by  this 
Body  was  that  no  unanimous  consent  would  be 
given  to  speak  after  the  previous  question  had 
been  passed  if  they  speak  on  the  subject  for  the 
purpose  of  circumventing  the  issue. 

Coun.  SCANNELL— I  would  like  to  hear  that. 

Chairman  FISH— Will  the  clerk  read  the  rule? 
The  rule  is  accepted  parliamentary  law.  The 
ruling  of  the  Chair  is  in  order.  The  Chair  will 
rule  that  the  previous  question  having  been  asked 
and  passed,  you  may  of  course  have  unanimous 
consent  to  speak,  but  the  previous  question  shuts 
off  all  debate  on  the  particular  matter,  and  we  must 
proceed  to  the  vote. 

Coun.  SCANNELI Well,  Mr.  Chairman,  are 

there  any  rules  in  that  book  pertaining  to  asking 
unanimous  consent,  so  that  the  Chair  has  the 
power  to  tell  you  after  you  get  unanimous  con- 
sent to  make  a  statement  what  you  are  going  to 
talk  about? 

Chairman  FISH — The  Chair  granted  the  con- 
sent on  condition,  and  that  condition  was  under- 
stood by  the.  entire  Council. 

Coun.  SCANNELL— Well,  Mr.  Chairman,  I 
thought  we  were  living  in  America.  I  thought 
freedom  of  speech  prevailed. 

Conn.  KEENAN — Mr.  President. 

Chairman  FISH — For  what  purpose  docs  the 
gentleman  rise? 

Coun.  KEENAN — A  point  of  parliamentary 
procedure. 

Chairman  FISH — State  you:  point  of  par- 
Bementary  procedure. 

Coun.  KEENAN — la  it  in  order  now  to  ask  for 
reconsideration  on  the  previous  question? 

Chairman  FISH  —  No  motion  is  in  order,  the 
previous  question  having  been  ruled;  the  Chair 
will  now  proceed  to  the  roll  call. 

CHASE    -A     point     of     parliamentary 
inquiry. 


Chairman  FISH — Slate  your  point  of  par- 
liamentary inquiry. 

Coun.  CHASE — I  understand  the  Council  gave 
unanimous  consent  to  Councilor  Scannell  to  make 
a  statement.     He  has  not  finished  his  statement. 

Chairman  FISH — Were  you  present  when  con- 
sent, was  given? 

Coun.  CHASE— Yes,  sir.  . 

Chairman  FISH — Did  you  hear  the  provision? 

Coun.  CHASE — He  has  not  finished  his 
statement. 

Chairman  FISH — I  allowed  him  to  speak  until 
he  spoke  on  this  particular  matter.  That  was  the 
condition. 

Coun.  LINEHAN— He  can  still  go  back  to  his 
original  premise. 

Chairman  FISH — Kindly  wait  until  you  are 
recognized,  Councilor  Linehan. 

Coun.  LINEHAN — You  heard  me,  anyhow. 

Coun.  SCANNELL — I  am  still  on  the  unanimous 
consent,  making  a  statement, 

Chairman  FISH— The  Chair  still  rules  that,  if 
you  continue  to  speak  on  this  particular  motion, 
he  will  have  to  rule  you  out  of  order.  You  may 
proceed  until  such  time 

Coun.  KINSELLA— Mr.  President. 

Chairman  FISH — For  what  purpose  does  the 
gentleman  rise? 

Coun.  KINSELLA — I  would  like  to  clarify  this 
for  Councilor  Scannell,  if  the  Chair  and  Councilor 
Scannell  will  permit  me.  This  is  only  a  voluntary 
statement  concerning  procedure.  Several  weeks 
ago  when  I  offered  a  resolution  on  rules,  when  I 
asked  unanimous  consent  to  make  a  statement, 
Councilor  Daniel  Sullivan  reserved  his  right  to 
object  if  I  touched  on  the  subject  matter  of  the 
resolution.  I  said  I  would  not  approach  it  by 
subterfuge  and  took  my  seat  and  let  the  matter  go 
to  Rules.  A  week  later  Councilor  Cook  introduced 
an  order  on  the  Taylor  slander  of  Negroes,  and 
withdrew  from  his  right  to  have  unanimous 
consent  on  the  same  grounds — that  he  would  not 
speak  by  subterfuge.  Now  I  would  like  to  ask  a 
point  of  information,  Mr.  Chairman.  It  may 
further  clarify  it  for  Councilor  Scannell.  The 
point  of  information  is  this,  in  view  of  the  Chair's 
provisional  ruling  for  Councilor  Scannell,  is  not 
that  just  as  valid  as  Councilor  Sullivan's  pro- 
visional permission  to  me  at  that  time?  In  other 
words,  he  reserved  a  right  to  object  if  I  touched  on 
the  resolution.  Has  not  the  Chair  as  a  member  of 
the  board  a  right  to  object  if  Councilor  Scannell 
touches  on  a  matter  that  the  previous  question 
settled?  It  is  for  the  purpose  of  clarification. 
Councilor  Scannell  need  not  accept  it.  It  is  an 
explanation. 

Coun.  MUCHNICK— Mr.  President 

Chairman  FISH — For  what  purpose  does  the 
gentleman  rise? 

Coun.  MUCHNICK— For  further  clarification. 
Unless  we  are  wasting  time,  if  the  councilor  dis- 
continues his  present  statement  under  unanimous 
consent,  isn't  it  open  to  him  or  to  anybody  else  to 
continue  speaking  once  this  motion  is  voted  on  for 
or  against  under  a  motion  for  reconsideration? 

Chairman  FISH — The  previous  question  having 
been  passed,    there  is  no  debate. 

Coun.  MUCHNICK— That  is  correct.  Once 
the  vote  is  taken,  it  either  carries  or  is  defeated, 
and  we  are  then  open  for  a  motion  for  recon- 
sideration. 

Chairman  FISH — That  is  exactly  right. 

Coun.  MUCHNICK— At  that  time  the  councilor 
can  make  whatever  remarks  he  cares  to  make  so 
that  he  would  not  be  shut  out  of  debate,  anyway. 

Chairman  FISH— That  is  right. 

Coun.  SCANNELL— Mr.  President. 

Chairman  FISH — You  understand  you  have  not 
a  right  to  go  into  it? 

Coun.  SCANNELL— I  understand.  I  think  I 
understand  the  rules  a  bit,  too.  I  still  think,  Mr. 
Chairman,  I  am  going  to  take  it  up  with  the 
Committee  on  Rules  in  regard  to  this  unanimous 
consent  to  make  a  statement.  I  believe  everybody 
who  served  in  here  with  me  in  the  past  knows 
when  I  do  ask  unanimous  consent  to  make  a  state- 
ment I  do  it  for  one  purpose  only,  to  clarify  things. 
I  do  not  go  in  to  pull  a  fast  one,  as  you  might  call 
it.  I  would  ask  the  Committee  on  Rules  to  change 
that  clarification.  There  is  a  question  in  my  mind 
about  some  of  the  rules  in  this  Body — there  is  a 
question  about  them. 

Chairman  FISH — The  councilor  may  speak. 

Coun.  SCANNELI, — I  want  to  make  this  clear. 
The  gentleman  moved  the  previous  question.  He 
is  a  fine  type  of  man.  He  has  a  lot  of  honor.  But 
I   hope  he  does  not  listen   to  some  of  the  smart 
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people  who  pull  the  smart  things  around  here. 
That  is  all  I  have  to  say. 

Chairman  FISH— The  clerk  will  call  the  roll. 

The  roll  was  called  on  the  passage  of  the  order, 
and  the  order  was  passed,  yeas  11,  nays  5: 

Yeas — Coun.  Bryan,  Cook,  Fish,  Hannon, 
Hurley,  Kelly,  Kinsella,  Lane,  McCormack, 
Moriarty,  Muchnick — 11. 

Nays — Coun.  Bayley,  Chase,  Kinsella,  Linehan, 
Russo — 5. 

Coun.  SCANNELL — I  move  reconsideration. 
Mr.  President,  in  asking  for  reconsideration  on  this 
order  for  $80,000,  I  wish  to  state  for  your  informa- 
tion that  I  am  satisfied  that  the  City  of  Boston  is 
getting  something  that  is  well  worth  the  money. 
I  also  want  to  be  recorded  as  saying  that  I  was 
going  to  vote  for  this  order,  but,  for  the  benefit  of 
some  of  these  new  members  in  here,  I  do  not  like 
to  see  anything  shoved  down  anybody's  throat  just 
as  it  was  here  today.  I  am  further  stating  that 
when  I  ask  a  man  something  pertaining  to  an 
order,  and  I  mean  the  Mayor  of  the  City  of  Boston, 
then  I  want  an  answer.  I  want  a  right  answer.  I 
was  looking  for  some  information.  If  anybody  in 
this  Body  here  has  information,  I  think  my 
colleague  from  Ward  7  (Coun.  Linehan)  is  entitled 
to  that  information.  I  am  satisfied  that  this  will 
be  a  good  deal  for  the  City  of  Boston,  but  at  least 
the  memberS'Of  this  Body  should  show  the  courtesy 
to  the  councilor  from  Ward  7  (Coun.  Linehan), 
who  through  no  fault  of  his  own  was  in  the  City 
Hospital.  I  think  as  a  matter  of  courtesy  to  him 
the  members,  of  the  Body  should  have  put  it  over 
for  one  week! 

Chairman  FISH — The  question  is  on  reconsider- 
ation.    It  is  not  a  vote. 

Coun.  BAYLEY— I  doubt  the  vote. 

Chairman  FISH — Councilor  Bayley,  supported 
by  other  councilors,  doubts  the  vote  and  asks  for 
a  roll  call.     The  clerk  will  call  the  roll. 

The  roll  was  called,  and  the  motion  for  recon- 
sideration was  defeated,  yeas  7,  nays  11: 

Yeas — Coun.  Bayley,  Chase,  Keenen,  Linehan, 
Madden,  Scannell,  Russo — 7. 

Nays — Coun.  Bryan,  Cook,  Fish,  Hannon, 
Hurley,  Kelly,  Kinsella,  Lane,  McCormack, 
Moriarty,  Muchnick — 11. 


COVERING    OF    THIRD    RAIL    ON    RAPID 
TRANSIT   LINES. 

Coun.  KINSELLA — Mr.  President,  I  ask  unan- 
imous consent  to  have  this  report  of  the  Trustees 
of  the  Elevated  inserted  in  our  minutes. 

Boston  Elevated  Railway  Company, 

April  4,  1946. 
To  the  Committee  on  Public  Safety, 

Boston  City  Council. 
Re:  Covering  of  Third  Rail  on  Rapid  Transit  Lines. 

Gentlemen, — The  Boston  Elevated  Railway 
Company,  having  complied  with  your  request  of 
January  31,  1946,  made  during  the  meeting  of 
your  Committee  in  the  Executive  Chamber,  City 
Hall,  Boston,  that  the  Company  make  a  study  of 
the  question  of  covering  the  third  rail  on  the 
Rapid  Transit  Lines,  herewith  reports  that  a 
study  has  been  made  by  the  Railway's  engineering 
staff,  by  our  technicians,  and  by  our  experienced 
keymen  [who  are  fully  qualified  to  make  such  a 
study. 

In  the  first  place,  it  is  believed  that  there  can 
be  no  question  but  that  the  lines  being  considered 
exist  in  a  private  right  of  way  within  the  limits  of 
which  the  general  public,  as  such,  is  legally 
excluded. 

It  should  be  borne  in  mind  that  the  portion  of 
the  Cambridge-Dorchester  Tunnel,  known  as  the 
Dorchester  Rapid  Transit  Extension,  was'  built  by 
the  City  of  Boston  and  that  the  rails  and  equip- 
ment therein  are  the  property  of  the  City  of 
Boston.  Any  changes  such  as  have  been  sug- 
gested would  require  the  joint  action  of  the  Depart- 
ment of  Public  Utilities,  the  Transit  Department 
of  the  City  of  Boston,  and  the  Railway. 

It  should  also  be  kept  in  mind  that  any  proposed 
changes  would  have  to  cover  the  entire  Cambridge- 
Dorchester  line  and  not  just  the  open  section 
known  as  the  Dorchester  Rapid  Transit  Exten- 
sion. The  reason  for  this  is  relatively  simple. 
To  provide  a  covering  for  the  third  rail,  this  rail 
would  have  to  be  removed  farther  away  from  the 
nearest  track  rail  than  it  is  at  present,  and  a  new 
type  of  third  rail  shoe  would  have  to  be  installed 
on  the  cars  to  contact  the  third  rail  in  its  new 
location.     It  would  be  impossible  to  operate  cars 


on  the  Dorchester  Rapid  Transit  Extension  with 
a  part  of  the  line  equipped  with  a  covered  third 
rail  and  leave  the  remainder  of  the  line  with  the 
present  third  rail,  for  the  reason  that  the  third 
rail  shoe  on  the  cars  would  not  contact  both  the 
covered  third  rail  in  its  new  location  and  the 
present  third  rail. 

To  cover  the  third  rail  as  was  suggested  at  the 
hearing  would  require  an  estimated  expenditure 
of  nine  hundred  and  sixty-one  thousand  (961,000) 
dollars. 

A  breakdown  of  this  estimated  expenditure  is  as 
follows: 

(a)  For  changes  in  roadbed  and  third  rail — 
$751,000. 

(b)  For  changes  in  power  equipment — ■ 
$160,000. 

(c)  For  changes  in  rolling  stock — $50,000. 
In  these  figures  is  included  the  sum  of  $50,000 

for  relocating  the  fence  on  the  West  Boston 
Bridge. 

It  should  be  noted  that: 

1.  The  suggested  change  involves  20.6  miles 
of  single  track. 

2.  The  reconstruction  could  not  be  made 
without  stopping  the  operation  of  train  service, 
and  it  is  impossible  to  measure  the  extent  of  the 
inconvenience  that  would  result  to  the  public 
who  use  the  service. 

3.  The  best  estimate  of  the  time  that  would 
be  required  to  do  the  work  is  eleven  (11)  days. 

4.  The  change  would  make  it  unsafe  for  any- 
one to  use  the  present  foot-walk  of  the  West 
Boston  Bridge. 

5.  The  work  would  necessitate  the  moving 
of  fences  and  poles  out  into  the  roadway.  This 
might  require  legislative  action. 

6.  When  the  work  was  completed  it  would 
have  reduced  the  margin  of  safety  for  employees 
and  inspectors  who  have  to  go  on  the  line, 
because  of  the  projection  of  the  shoes  on  the 
opposite  side  of  the  foot-walk. 

7.  It  would  not  be  possible  to  provide  a  pro- 
tected third  rail  on  the  Dorchester  Rapid 
Transit  Extension  without  changing  the  con- 
tact shoes  on  all  cars,  and  changing  certain 
apparatus  under  the  cars;  fixed  structures,  such 
as  conduits,  air  pipes,  etc.,  would  have  to  be 
moved  to  clear  the  path  of  the  contact  shoes  on 
either  side  of  the  train. 

It  is  our  understanding  that  a  wholly  satisfactory 
covering  for  a  third  rail  has  not  yet  been  found — 
one,  surely,  that  is  not  fool-proof — and  no  such 
device  can  be  depended  upon  absolutely  to  prevent 
accidents. 

It'  is  worthy  of  note  that  a  recent,  careful 
checkup  of  our  records  for  a  period  of  twenty 
years  shows  but  five  fatalities  to  trespassers  due 
to  the  third  rail.  Of  these,  three  were  children, 
ages,  respectively,  two  of  them  seven  years  and 
one  ten  years;   the  other  two  were  adults. 

As  you  know,  in  the  Dorchester  Extension 
private  right  of  way,  there  are  no  intersections,  no 
crossings  or  foot-paths  which  may  be  used  to  cross 
tracks,  the  whole  right  of  way  being  fenced  in  by 
a  seven-foot  three-inch  chain  link  fence.  This 
fence  is  so  close  to  the  ground  that  it  is  not  pos- 
sible for  a  child,  or  anyone  else,  to  get  under  it. 
Police  Officer  Palombo  testified  at  the  hearing 
(page  29  of  the  transcript),  in  answer  to  a  sug- 
gestion that  most  of  the  boys  burrow  under,  that 
"It  is  almost  impossible  to  get  under.  It  (fence) 
has  a  concrete  base  all  the  way  over  and  I  tried 
to  pick  up  the  fence  and  it  is  impossible  to  even 
move  it  two  or  three  inches."  Although  a  daring 
or  venturesome  child  or  adult  might  summon  up 
sufficient  courage  to  climb  over  it,  to  increase  the 
height  of  this  fence  for  any  reasonable  distance 
would  probably  not  prevent  some  person  from 
climbing  over  it. 

Now,  with  reference  to  illumination  of  the  right 
of  way.  The  Company  has  been  experimenting 
for  many  years  with  1,000-foot  silhouette  lighting 
at  Fields  Corner  Station  on  the  Clayton  Street 
curve.  Our  studies  showed  that  a  headlight  of 
sufficient  capacity  to  illuminate  the  roadbed 
would  be  objectionable  for  the  following  reasons 
— blinding  the  motormen  of  trains  on  the  opposite 
track  and  throwing  the  powerful  lights  on  the 
private  property  adjoining  the  right  of  way. 
But  the  principal  objection  was  that  it  would  not 
illuminate  the  roadbed  on  curves,  as  the  light 
would  be  fixed  in  a  permanent  position,  suitable 
only  for  tangent  tracks.  Engineers  found  that 
the  most  practical  solution  of  this  entire  matter 
might  be  to  extend   this  silhouette   illumination, 
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whioh  would  require  ninety-five  additional  units 
:ii  d  cosl  of  about  thirty  thousand  (30,000)  dollars 
I'lu-  railway  is  prepared  to  oooperate  with  the 
Transit  Department  of  the  City  of  Boston  in 
effecting    the    installation    of    these    additional 

lighting  units. 

May  I  be  permitted  to  express  my  appreciation 
for  the  courteous  consideration  extended  to  mc 
and  the  other  representatives  of  the  Railway  at  the 
hearing  before  your  committee. 

\  ery  truly  yours, 
Charles  A.  McCaruon, 
Vice-Presidenl  and  General  Attorney. 
The  communication  was  placed  on  file. 


SALE    OF    LAND    AND    BUILDINGS    TO 
JOHN'    li.    QUARLES. 

President  KELLY  called  up  assignment,  No.  1  on 
the  calendar,  viz: 

1.  Order  for  sale  of  land  and  buildings  (old  fire 
station,  Ladder  17)  to  John  R.  Quarles. 

On  Match  25.  1940,  the  said  order  was  read  once 
and  passed,  yeas  fifteen,  nays  three. 

The  question  came  on  the  second  reading  and 
passage  of  the  order. 

Chairman  FISH — The  question  is  on  the 
passage  of  the  order. 

Coun.  RUSSO — I  would  like  to  find  out  through 
you,  Mr.  President,  if  the  Committee  on  Public 
Lands  has  any  information  as  to  who  is  really 
buying  this  property.  As  I  see  it  here,  it  is  being 
sold  to  Mr.  Quarles. 

Chairman  FISH — The  Chair  will  ask  the  clerk. 

(The  clerk  read  the  order.) 

Coun.  MUCHNICK— I  can  throw  some  light 
on  this  if  the  Chair  wants  me  to. 

Coun.  RUSSO — If  he  has  a  match  he  can  throw 
some  light  on  it. 

Coun.  MUCHNICK — It  is  my  understanding 
Mr.  Quarles  is  counsel  for  the  hospital  company 
that  wishes  to  purchase  this  little  station  to 
enlarge  their  present  hospital  facilities.  It  is 
sometimes  very  convenient  to  have  title  taken  in  the 
name  of  a  straw,  and  this  is  probably  one  of  those 
situations.  It  is  convenient,  as  a  rule,  because 
when  you  are  dealing  with  boards  and  trustees  or 
boards  of  directors  of  hospitals  or  other  large 
institutions,  very  often  you  are  unable  to  get 
signatures  when  required.  They  will  usually 
turn  the  matter  over  to  their  counsel  and  he 
handles  it  in  his  own  name. 

Coun.  RUSSO — I  do  not  know  much  about 
straws  or  no  straws.  All  I  know  is  the  information 
I  received  was  that  it  was  the  Bingham  Associates, 
and  they  have  been  incorporated  for  that  purpose. 
Why  shouldn't  the  City  of  Boston  make  sure  they 
are  selling  it  to  the  right  individual  instead  of  a 
straw?  Why  should  we  enter  into  any  contract 
with  any  counsel  or  any  straw? 

Coun.  MORIARTY— When  the  order  was 
orginally  submitted,  I  believe  December  13,  1945, 
Attorney  Quarles,  as  the  councilor  from  Ward  14 
(Coun.  Muchnick)  stated,  was  the  straw  for  the 
Bingham  Associates.  Since  that  time  the  Bingham 
Associates  have  received  their  charter  duly  author- 
ized by  the  Commonwealth  of  Massachusetts.  I 
am  quite  convinced  that  this  sale  of  this  parcel  of 
land  is  thoroughly  for  a  worthy  purpose.  There 
is  not  any  innuendo  or  any  double  dealing  going  on 
whatsoever. 

Chairman  FISH — The  question  is  on  the  second 
reading  and  passage  of  the  order.  The  clerk  will 
call  the  roll. 

The  roll  was  called,  and  the  order  was  given  its 
second  reading  and  passage,  yeas  16,  nays  1: 

Yeas — Coun.      Bayley,     Bryan,     Chase,    Cook, 
Fish,     Harmon,     Hurley,     Kelly,    Kinsella,    Lane, 
Linehan,       Madden.       McCormack,       Moriarty, 
Muchnick,  Scannell — 16. 
Nays — Coun.  Kccnan — 1. 


REQUESTED     DONATION     OF     BOAT     BY 
GOVERNMENT. 

i  KKENAN  offered  the  following: 
Ordered,  That  his  Honor  the  Mayor  be  requested 
to  contact  the  proper  authority  in  Federal  Govern- 
ment and  request  that  a  boat,  suitable  for  use  as  a 
medium  of  transportation  to  and  from  Long  Island, 
be  donated  without  cost  to  the  City  of  Boston. 
Coun.  KEENAN — The  last  two  hours  we  have 

at  here  debating  the  -pending  of  $80,000  of  the 


taxpayers'  money  of  the  City  of  Boston.  Every- 
body in  the  city  has  been  reading  in  the  papers 
for  the  last  few  months  about  the  amount  of 
money  the  United  States  Government  anticipates 
giving  England  and  foreign  countries  for  nothing. 
I  have  before  me  a.  Congressional  record  where  the 
Congressman  in  Washington  stated  that  the 
United  States  anticipates  giving  four  billion  dollars 
to  England.  Part  of  that  money  is  going  to  some 
Hindu  with  three  hundred  wives.  If  the  people 
of  Boston  and  the  United  States  can  give  four 
billion  dollars  to  England  to  spread  around  to  the 
Hindus  with  three  hundred  wives — God  knows  the 
married  ones  can  bear  me  out,  it  is  pretty  hard  to 
support  one,  without  three  hundred — I  say  it  is 
about  time  we  people  of  Boston  woke  up  and 
asked  the  Federal  Government  to  grant  some 
money  here  to  the  people  of  Boston.  I  know  his 
Honor  the  Mayor  is  the  Congressman  in  the  dis- 
trict he  represents.  He  has  strong  enough  in- 
fluence, as  I  understand  it,  in  Washington.  I 
know  that  if  he  speaks  to  the  President  and  to 
those  in  Washington  he  could  certainly  use  his 
influence  and  his  Bostonian  accent  there  and 
persuade  the  Government  to  give  us  the  boat  we 
are  entitled  to  instead  of  using  the  boats  for  targets 
and  sinking  them. 

The  order  was  passed  under  suspension  of  the 
rule. 


STATISTICS   ON   CITY   EMPLOYEES. 

Coun.  LINEHAN  offered  the  following: 
Ordered,  That  the  Auditor  and  Budget  Com- 
missioner appear  before  the  next  meeting  of  the 
City  Council  and  advise  it  of  the  number  of  both 
temporary  and  permanent  employees  of  the  City 
of  Boston  eliminated  and  dropped  by  pensions, 
resignations,  etc.,  and  the  number  of  permanent 
and  temporary  employees  added  to  the  pay  rolls 
of  the  City  of  Boston.  These  statistics  shall  con- 
sist of  those  compiled  for  the  period  of  January  1, 
1946,  up  to  the  date  of  reporting  to  the  City 
Council. 

Coun.  LINEHAN— I  will  try  to  be  brief  in 
regard  to  this  order.  During  the  past  six  weeks, 
I  have  had  quite  a  bit  of  time  to  read  the  minutes 
of  the  City  Council  which  are  incorporated  into 
the  City  Record  of  the  City  of  Boston .  The 
Record  of  the  City  of  Boston  has  many  very  inter- 
esting items.  Perhaps  some  of  the  city  coun- 
cilors never  noticed  them.  Frankly,  I  never  paid 
too  much  attention  to  the  subject  myself.  If  we 
paid  more  attention  to  the  Record  of  the  City  of 
Boston  we  would  find  very  interesting  things 
happening  in  the  city.  Just  some  few  weeks  ago, 
I  am  not  sure  whether  it  was  during  the  present 
administration,  I  read  something  about  over  1,000 
employees  having  been  dropped  by  his  Honor  the 
Mayor  of  the  City  of  Boston  for  one  reason  or 
another,  either  for  pensions  or  leaving  for  a  new 
job  or  for  any  of  various  reasons.  Of  course,  his 
Honor  the  Mayor  said,  or  at  least  I  believe  he  was 
trying  to  create  the  impression,  that  he  is  saving  a 
lot  of  money  for  the  taxpayers  of  the  City  of 
Boston.  Now  I  want  to  know,  as  one  of  the 
members  of  the  board  of  directors  of  this  city,  just 
what  the  true  facts  are.  I  would  like  to  know  how 
many  men  not  only  have  been  dropped  for  one 
reason  or  another,  but  how  many  employees  have 
been  put  to  work  for  the  city.  The  figures  we  get, 
if  we  get  them,  might  be  startling.  They  might 
be  very  revealing  to  the  taxpayers  of  the  City  of 
Boston.  In  fact,  they  might  show  that  we  are. 
putting  more  on  than  we  have  dropped.  The  fact 
is  our  budget  has  gone  up.  I  suppose  the  budget 
now  as  it  is  passed  by  the  City  Council  is  giving 
his  Honor  the  Mayor  an  opportunity  to  put  people 
to  work  in  different  departments.  After  all,  you 
remember  it  was  more  than  $5,000,000  over  last 
year.  That  can  allow  a  lot  of  jockeying  around  by 
his  Honor  the  Mayor.  If  he  has  done  a  good  job, 
let  us  give  him  credit.  But  I  would  like  to  find 
out  when  he  makes  a  statement,  assuming  he  is 
economizing  and  dropping  these  people,  I  want  to 
know  how  many  he  has  put  to  work.  Have  we 
got  more  employees  now  in  April,  1946,  than 
we  had  in  January,  1946?  If  it  shows  we  have 
less,  even  if  it  shows  500  less,  it  would  be  very 
interesting.  These  statistics  of  the  Auditor  and 
the  Budget  Commissioner,  who  is  so  able,  should 
provide  us  with  figures  of  how  many  and  how 
much  in  dollars  and  cents  has  been  spent.  Only 
today  I  heard  a  very  interesting  fact  mentioned. 
There  was  a  job  filled  by  his  Honor  the  Mayor 
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which  somebody  had  filled  under  the  last  adminis- 
tration. The  gentleman  was  called  into  the 
Mayor's  Office.  To  be  honest  with  you,  this  is 
hearsay.  I  have  not  been  in  the  Mayor's  Office 
since  he  got  elected.  He  said,  "Give  so-and-so 
that  job.  How  much  does  it  pay?"  Well,  it  was 
something  like  $2,400  or  $2,800.  He  said,  "Give 
him  $1,000  increase."  Those  are  the  things  we 
want  to  know.  After  all,  if  things  like  that  are 
going  on,  we  certainly  have  no  right  to  be  going 
to  the  Legislature  to  ask  for  $10,000,000  to  help 
decrease  the  present  tax  rate.  I  certainly  hope 
those  figures  are  furnished  us.  One  man  whom  I 
know  is  capable  is  Charlie  Fox,  the  City  Auditor. 
The  other  gentleman  has  been  called  back  from 
retirement  because  he  is  so  able.  I  do  not  doubt 
they  can  give  us  those  figures  next  week.  I  sin- 
cerely hope  that  both  of  those  gentlemen  appear 
before  us  next  week  with  the  statistics  in  dollars 
and  cents,  and  the  number  of  employees  dropped 
and  the  departments,  and  so  forth. 

Chairman  FISH — The  Chair  would  suggest,  if 
the  councilor  has  no  objection,  we  insert  the  words 
"Executive  Committee  Meeting  of  the  Council," 
instead  of  "City  Council." 

The  amendment  was  adopted  and  the  order  as  so 
amended  was  passed  under  suspension  of  the 
rule. 


RETIREMENT  OF  FREDERICK  J.  CRONIN. 

Coun.  BRYAN  offered  the  following: 

Whereas,  Frederick  J.  Cronin,  employed  in  the 
service  of  the  County  of  Suffolk  as  prison  officer  in 
the  House  of  Correction,  _  Penal  Institutions 
Department,  has  made  application  to  be  retired 
under  the  provisions  of  chapter  678  of  the  Acts  of 
1945;  and 

Whereas,  The  said  Frederick  J.  Cronin  has  sub- 
mitted to  the  City  Council  satisfactory  evidence 
that  he  is  a  veteran  as  defined  in  section  56  of 
chapter  32  of  the  General  Laws;  that  he  has  been 
certified  for  retirement  for  disability  by  the  duly 
authorized  Medical  Board ;  that  he  has  been  in  the 
service  of  the  county  at  least  ten  years;  that  he 
is  incapacitated  for  active  service;  and  that  his 
total  income  from  all  sources,  exclusive  of  his 
retirement  allowance  and  of  any  sum  received 
from  the  government  of  the  United  States  as  a 
pension  for  war  service,  does  not  exceed  five 
hundred  dollars. 

Ordered,  That  under  the  provisions  of  section 
57  of  chapter  32  of  the  General  Laws,  as  amended 
by  chapter  514  of  the  Acts  of  1943,  Frederick  J. 
Cronin,  employed  in  the  service  of  the  County  of 
Suffolk  as  prison  officer  in  the  House  of  Correction, 
Penal  Institutions  Department,  be,  and  hereby  is, 
retired,  by  the  Mayor  and  City  Council,  acting  as 
county  commissioners,  at  an  annual  pension  of 
twelve  hundred  and  fifty  dollars,  being  one  half  of 
his  highest  regular  rate  of  compensation. 

Referred  to  Committee  on  County  Accounts. 


COUNTY  ACCOUNTS 

Report  on  communication  and  order  from 
Charles  J.  Brown,  Justice  of  East  Boston  Court 
(referred  today),  retiring,  subject  to  approval  of 
County  Commissioners,  Dennis  J.  Kelleher, 
probation  officer,  East  Boston  Court — recom- 
mending that  said  retirement  be  approved  and 
order  passed. 

Report  on  application  for  retirement  and  order 
of  Frederick  J.  Cronin,  prison  officer  in  House  of 
Correction,  Penal  Institutions  Department,  (re- 
ferred today) — recommending  that  said  order 
be   passed. 

Reports  accepted;  said  order  passed. 


COLUMBUS   PARK   IMPROVEMENTS. 

Coun.  LINEHAN  offered  the  following: 

Ordered,  That  the  Park  Commissioner  be 
requested,  through  his  Honor  the  Mayor,  to 
renovate  the  locker  room  at  Columbus  park  and  also 
lay  out  soft  ball  and  hard  ball  diamonds  on  the 
same  park. 

Coun.  LINEHAN — I  am  sorry  to  take  up  the 
time  of  the  Council.  I  have  been  missing  for  a 
long  time  and  I  have  to  get  some  words  in. 

Chairman  FlSH — We  are  glad  to  hear  you. 

Coun.  LINEHAN — I  am  glad  to  hear  the 
gentleman  from  Ward  16  (Coun.  Fish)  is  glad  to 


hear  from  me.  As  some  of  the  councilors  remember 
way  back,  just  before  the  war,  before  I  went  in 
service — things  happen  and  it  keeps  reminding  me 
about  the  service;  I  hope  I  do  not  do  it  often — 
before  I  went  there,  I  used  to  be  a  great  advocate 
of  recreation  in  the  City  of  Boston.  I  was  kind  of 
glad  in  the  last  analysis  that  I  was  not  a  member 
of  the  Council  seeking  re-election.  I  was  kind  of 
happy  to  see  some  money  I  thought  being  spent 
wisely  for  recreation.  I  sincerely  hope  what  few 
dollars  of  the  million  dollars  spent  was  spent 
wisely.  I  know  this  much.  Whatever  was  spent 
brought  some  good  to  the  kids  of  the  city.  At  the 
present  time,  to  be  honest  with  you,  I  do  not  know 
what  recreation  is  going  on  in  the  City  of  Boston. 
I  do  not  think  there  is  very  much  other  than  that 
being  carried  on  by  private  organizations,  such  as 
the  Boys'  Clubs  of  Boston  which  are  doing  a 
wonderful  job,  the  Denison  House,  the  South  End 
Boys'  Club,  and  those  different  community  founda- 
tions. I  understand  that  there  are  even  appro- 
priations of  money  to  these  outfits  to  help  maintain 
them  out  Oi  the  Community  Fund.  It  seems  to 
me  it  is  a  fundamental  duty  of  the  city  to  give 
some  kind  of  good  recreation  to  the  boys  and  girls 
of  this  city.  Since  his  Honor  abolished  the  recre- 
ational program,  I  have  not  been  able  to  find  out 
yet  what  is  going  on.  I  do  know  this,  we  have  a 
park  league  in  which  fellows,  like  myself,  suckers 
like  myself,  spend  about  $200  a  year  to  give  the 
citizens  of  Boston  entertainment.  It  costs  me 
$200  to  run  the  Linehan  Club.  The  City  of 
Boston  is  not  providing  that.  The  City  of  Boston 
merely  provides  the  playground,  and  we  pay  the 
boys  that  play  ball.  We  even  pay  for  the  umpires. 
Would  you  believe  that?  Commissioner  Long 
could  not  see  his  way  clear  to  appropriate  city 
money  for  umpires.  The  referee  of  football  games 
can  get  paid.  We  have  been  trying  to  provide  a 
little  recreation  in  addition  to  what  the  private 
organizations  have  been  doing,  which  I  spoke  of. 
There  are  some  suckers  like  myself  who  are  doing 
it.  It  seems  to  me  his  Honor  the  Mayor  is  quite 
an  executive  and  a  brilliant  man.  He  has  done 
a  lot  for  the  poor  in  his  day.  I  hope  he  continues 
to.  It  is  not  only  the  poor  that  require  recreation; 
all  types  of  people  require  recreation,  rich  and 
poor  alike.  They  can  get  together  and  play  on 
the  Common.  I  have  played  with  fellows  who 
were  worth  all  kinds  of  money,  when  I  did  not 
have  money  but  just  liked  to  have  some  fun.  It 
is  good  healthy  recreation.  To  be  honest,  I  do 
not  think  the  city  is  doing  anything.  This  little 
order  is  filed  as  a  result  of  the  dilapidated  condition 
of  the  building  on  the  park  in  my  district.  Un- 
doubtedly there  are  many  parks  in  this  district  in 
the  same  condition,  with  broken-down  buildings. 
It  seems  to  me  if  the  city  had  good  buildings 
staffed  with  a  watchman,  our  property  would  be 
kept  in  pretty  good  condition,  so  that  when  the 
recreation  periods  come  around,  we  have  the 
buildings  such  as  they  are  down  there.  We  have 
them  to  play  baseball  and  football  and  all  the  kids 
can  go  and  have  a  shower  after  they  have  played. 
It  gives  them  a  chance  to  enjoy  themselves.  Mr. 
President,  I  do  not  know  if  we  have  enough  mem- 
bers here  for  me  to  keep  talking.  I  hate  to  have 
to  speak  on  an  important  subject  like  recreation. 
It  has  been  burning  up  inside  me  since  the  Recre- 
ational Board  was  abolished.  In  addition  to  the 
private  organizations,  of  which  there  are  too  few 
providing  recreation  for  boys  and  girls,  there  is 
the  religious  group  in  here.  I  would  like  to  see  it 
all  in  one  big  organization.  The  city  has  gone  so 
badly  that  even  the  Catholic  Church  is  going  to 
start  the  Catholic  Youth  Organization,  the  city 
has  been  so  lax.  They  are  trying  to  combat  the 
juvenile  delinquency  problem.  This  is  only  a 
small  order.  All  of  the  things  I  talk  about  being 
done  are  important.  It  seems  to  me  we  are  not 
investing  enough  money.  I  do  not  think  it  costs 
too  much.  I  do  not  know  what  they  put  in  the 
Park  Department  budget.  I  do  not  think  it  costs 
too  much  money  to  put  in  a  good  recreational 
program  for  the  kids,  for  the  boys  and  girls  up  to 
18  and  20  years  of  age.  I  sincerely  hope  this  order 
is  going  to  get  due  consideration  by  his  Honor  the 
Mayor.  I  do  know  the  Park  Commissioner  will 
do  all  in  his  power  to  take  care  of  the  situation.  I 
know  he  likes  to  have  his  parks  fixed  if  he  can  get 
the  money.  The  Mayor  added  $5,000,000  to  the 
budget.  He  deducted  $1,000,000  and  took  credit 
for  deducting  $6,000,000.  Several  weeks  later  he 
adds  $1,500,000  in  a  bond  issue.  Let  us  see  him 
get  a  little  more  magnanimous  in  regard  to  children. 
He  gave  us  $12,000  which  I  fought  for  about  a 
month  ago  for  child  care  centers.     That  is  just 


185 


CITY     COUNCIL. 


peanuts,  although  the  peanuts  added  into  the  tax 
into.  The  same  city  is  going  to  get  muoh  in 
return  from  what  it  spends  on  the  things  thai  are 
going  to  benefit  the  children.  I  am  sorry  to  say 
:i-  a  member  of  the  so-oalled  board  of  directors  we 
arc  lax,  we  are  not  doing  much  of  a  job.  It  was 
not  our  fault.  His  Honor  the  Mayor  dropped  the 
recreational  program.  I  sincerely  hope  he  gives 
it  favorable  consideration  so  that  in  the  near 
future  he  wakes  up  and  starts  giving  the  city  some 
kind  of  recreational  program  for  the  children,  even 
though   it   (iocs  cost   a    little  money.      It   docs  not 

have  to  lie  expensive. 

The  order  was  passed   tinder  suspension  of   the 
rule. 


TYl'E   OF   PAVING   ON   CITY   BRIDGES. 

Coun.  LINEMAN  offered  (lie  following: 

Ordered,  That  the  Commissioner  of  I'ublie  Works 
lie  requested,  through  his  Honor  the  Mayor,  to  in- 
stall a  black  bituminous  type  pavement  on  till 
bridges  under  the  supervision  of  the  City  of  Boston. 

Coun,  LINEHAN — Just  a  few  words.  For  many 
years  I  have  been  looking  at  bridges  in  South 
Boston.  The  roadways  are  constructed  of  wood, 
you  might  say,  over  the  railroad  tracks.  Every  two 
months  they  are  getting  reconstructed.  After  one 
month  the  boards  are  rattling  and  get  in  a  danger- 
ous condition.  I  notice  that  recently  some  of  the 
bridges  have  been  given  a  hard  surface  type  pave- 
ment. I  am  glad  to  see  it.  It  seems  to  me  some- 
thing should  be  done  on  what  few  bridges  the  City 
of  Boston  now  has  under  its  jurisdiction.  This  is 
another  talk  about  bridges, 'I  might  say  by  now  the 
State  has  appropriated  or  taken  over  a  great  many- 
bridges,  which  eliminates  a  lot  of  maintenance 
money  which  the  State  now  pays.  Still  our  budget 
is  Sj.000,000  more  than  last  year.  I  sincerely  hope 
this  is  passed. 

The  order  was  passed  under  suspension  of  the 
rule. 


INSTALLATION   OF   SIGNAL   LIGHTS, 
WARD    3. 

Coun.  RUSSO  offered  the  following: 

Ordered,  That  the  Traffic  Commissioner  be  re- 
quested through  his  Honor  the  Mayor,  to  immedi- 
ately install  traffic  signal  lights  at  the  intersections 
of  Fleet  street,  Commercial  street  and  Eastern 
Avenue  Wharf  in  Ward  3. 

Coun.  RUSSO — I  presented  an  order  on  October 
15  and  on  January  14.  I  have  not  heard  anything 
about  it  up  to  this  date.  This  intersection  here  is 
where  the  Long  Island  boat  comes  in.  The  City 
Council  saw  fit  to  appropriate  880,000  for  a  new 
boat.  Ever  since  the  demolition  of  the  Elevated 
structure  on  Atlantic  avenue,  Commercial  street 
has  been  widened  as  a  thoroughfare,  and  it  is  a  very 
dangerous  intersection.  It  is  a  wide  street  now.  I 
have  many  complaints.     I  think  that  the  solution 


would  be  a  traffic  light.  I  do  not  believe  we  ought 
to  wait  until  an  accident,  or  death  should  occur  in 
order  to  have  these  lights  installed.  There  are  other 
sections  in  my  district  which  need  traffic  lights.  1 
hope  the  Traffic  Commission  will  take  these  into 
consideration  and  erect,  them  immediately  for  the 
benefit  of  the  people. 

The  order  was  passed  under  suspension  of  the 
rule. 

Chairman  FISH — May  I  make  a  statement?  I 
understand  there  is  nothing  in  Executive.  There 
will  lie  no  Executive  meeting  today. 


NORTH     END 


PLAYGROUND     IMPROVE- 
MENTS. 

Coun.  RUSSO  offered  the  following: 

Ordered,  That  the  Park  Commissioner  be 
requested,  through  his  Honor  the  Mayor,  to 
build  bocci  alleys  at  the  North  End  Park  and  at 
the  Nashua  and  Leverett  Street  Playground. 

Coun.  RUSSO — On  this  order  here  about,  the 
bocci  alleys,  I  put  an  order  in  the  Council  four  and 
a  half  years  ago  which  passed  unanimously,  but 
the  Park  Commissioner  has  made  promises  year 
in  and  year  out  to  build  these  alleys.  It  has  not 
taken  place  up  to  the  present  time.  These  bocci 
alleys  have  some  reference  to  being  an  Italian 
game.  Of  course,  I  know  perhaps  it  might  have 
originated  from  the  Italians,  but  I  have  been  very 
glad  to  find  that  many  other  individuals  other 
than  Italians  enjoy  this  game  of  bocci  which  is 
approximately  the  same  as  bowling,  only  it  is 
outside  bowling.  I  know  I  was  at  an  affair  in 
South  Boston  where  they  have  these  beautiful 
bocci  alleys  owned  privately.  At  that  time  his 
Honor  Mayor  Tobin  enjoyed  himself  in  one  of 
these  games.  I  have  seen  others  enjoy  them. 
The  expenses  are  trifling.  The  building  of  these 
alleys,  I  believe,  is  a  worthy  cause.  It  is  recreation 
for  the  health  of  individuals.  I  have  been 
requested  time  and  time  again  to  have  these 
alleys  built,  one  in  the  North  End  Park  and  the 
other  in  the  Nashua  and  Leverett  Street  Play- 
ground which  is  just  vacant  land.  They  have  been 
trying  to  make  that  a  playground  for  many  years. 
They  have  not  done  anything  about  it.  Mr. 
President,  I  hope  that  the  Park  Commissioner 
will  see  that  he  builds  the  bocci  alleys  immediately, 
so  that  the  people  may  enjoy  this  game.  As  I  said, 
they  call  it  an  Italian  game.  They  also  remind  me 
that  the  Italians  eat  spaghetti.  I  see  many  more 
than  Italians  eating  spaghetti.  Therefore,  I  hope 
the  Park  Commissioner  sees  fit  to  build  the  alleys 
immediately  so  they  can  be  used  this  summer. 

The  order  was  passed  under  suspension  of  the 
rule. 


Adjourned,  at  5.03  p.  m.,  on  motion  of  Coun. 
HANNON,  to  meet  on  Monday,  April  15,  1946, 
at  2  p.  m. 
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Proceedings  of  City  Council. 


Monday,  April  15,  1946. 

Regular  meeting  of  the  City  Council  in  the 
Council  Chamber,  City  Hall,  at  2  p.  m.,  President 
KELLY  in  the  chair,  and  all  the  members  present. 

The  meeting  was  opened  with  the  salute  to  the 
Flag. 


NAMING  OF    WARD  19  PLAYGROUND. 

The  following  was  received: 

City  of  Boston, 
Office  of  the  Mayor,  April  13,  1946. 
To  the  City  Council. 

Gentlemen, — I  transmit  herewith  communica- 
tion from  the  Park  Department,  relative  to  your 
order  of  April  1,  1946,  to  name  the  playground 
located  at  the  intersection  of  Green  and  Lamartine 
streets,  Ward  19,  the  Corporal  Joseph  Edward 
Johnson  Playground,  in  honor  of  this  World  War 
II  veteran,  who  was  one  of  the  first  Jamaica  Plain 
men  killed  by  enemy  fire  in  this  war. 

Respectfully, 
James  M.  Curley,  Mayor. 

City  of  Boston, 
Park  Department,  April  6,  1946. 
J.  Joseph  Connors, 

Chief  Clerk,  Mayor's  Office. 
Dear  Sir, — I  have  your  memorandum  of  April  4 
with  inclosure,  order  of  the  City  Council  that  the 
playground  located  at  the  intersection  of  Green 
and  Lamartine  streets,  Ward  19,  be  named  the 
Corporal  Joseph  Edward  Johnson  Playground,  in 
honor  of  this  World  War  II  veteran,  who  was  one 
of  the  first  Jamaica  Plain  men  killed  by  enemy  fire. 
This  matter  will  have  to  be  referred  to  his  Honor 
the  Mayor  for  approval  due  to  the  fact  that  there 
are  three  or  four  other  requests  for  the  naming  of 
this  playground  in  honor  of  war  veterans.  How- 
ever, yours  is  the  first  City  Council  order  that  I 
have  received  in  regard  to  the  naming  of  the  play- 
ground. 

Very  truly  yours, 
William  P.  Long,  Chairman. 
Placed  on  file. 


REPLACING  OF  FENCE,  MARCELLA 
STREET. 
The  following  was  received: 

City  of  Boston, 
Office  of  the  Mayor,  April  13,  1946. 
To  the  City  Council. 

Gentlemen, — I  transmit  herewith  communica- 
tion from  the  Commissioner  of  Public  Works, 
relative  to  your  order  of  March  25,  1946,  to  recon- 
struct, for  the  greater  safety  of  the  citizenry,  a  new 
metal  fence  to  replace  the  broken  and  unsafe  one 
that  now  prevails  at  approximately  140  Marcella 
street  to  Centre  street,  Ward  11. 

Respectfully, 
James  M.  Curley,  Mayor. 

City  of  Boston, 
Public  Works  Department,  April  5,.  1946. 
To  J.  Joseph  Connors,  Chief  Clerk,  Mayor's  Office. 
From   Robert   P.    Curley,     Commissioner,    Public 

Works  Department. 
Subject:  Fence  on   Marcella   Street. 

I   return   herewith   order  in   City   Council   that 
the   Commissioner   of   Public   Works   reconstruct, 
for  the  greater  safety  of  the  citizenry,  a  new  metal 
fence  to  replace  the  broken  and  unsafe    one    that 
now  prevails  at  approximately  140  Marcella  street 
to  Centre  street,   Ward   11,   and  this   will  advise 
you  that  an  order  for  the  reconstruction  of  this 
fence  has  been  issued  and  the  work  will  be  started 
by  the  contractor  just  as  soon  as  possible. 
Robert  P.  Curley, 
Commissioner  of  Public  Works. 
Placed  on  file. 


SPRINKLING  OF  WARD  3  STREETS. 
The  following  was  received: 

City  of  Boston, 
Office   of   the  Mayor,   April   13,    1946. 
To  the  City  Council. 

Gentlemen,-I  transmit  herewith  communication 
from  the  Commissioner  of  Public  Works,  relative 
to  your  order  of  April  1,  1946,  to  have  sprinklers 
water  the  streets  of  Ward  3  during  the  coming 
summer  months. 

Respectfully, 
James  M.  Curley,  Mayor. 

City  of  Boston, 
Public  Works  Department, 

April  9,   1946. 
To  J.  Joseph  Connors,  Chief  Clerk,  Mayor's  Office. 
From    Robert   P.    Curley,    Commissioner,    Public 

Works  Department. 
Subject:  Order  in  Council,  March  25,  1946. 

I  am  in  receipt  of  your  memorandum  of  April  1 , 
attaching  copy  of  order  in  Council,  dated  March 
25,   1946,  as  follows: 

"Ordered,  That  the  Commissioner  of  Public 
Works  be  requested,  through  his  Honor  the  Mayor, 
to  have  sprinklers  water  the  streets  of  Ward  3 
during  the  coming  summer  months." 

Among  the  various  items  of  motor  vehicle 
equipment  to  be  replaced  in  the  near  future  are 
four  (4)  flushers;  and  as  soon  as  these  are  received, 
the  streets  in  Ward  3  will  be  sprinkled  in  accord- 
ance with  the  order  in  Council. 

Robert  P.  Curley, 
Commissioner  of  Public  Works. 
Placed  on  file. 


CONSTRUCTION  OF  WARD  20  SEWERAGE 
WORKS. 
The  following  was  received : 

City  of  Boston, 
Office  of  the  Mayor,   April   13,    1946. 
To  the  City  Council. 

Gentlemen, — I  transmit  herewith  communica- 
tion from  the  Commissioner  of  Public  Works, 
relative  to  your  order  of  April  1,  1946,  to  construct 
sewerage  works  in  Eastwood  circuit  and  Oakmere 
street,  Ward  20. 

Respectfully, 
James  M.  Curley,  Mayor. 

City  of  Boston, 
Public  Works  Department,  April  9,   1946. 
To  J.  Joseph  Connors,  Chief  Clerk,  Mayor's  Office. 
From    Robert    P.    Curley,    Commissioner,    Public 

Works  Department. 
Subject:  City  Council  Order,  April  1,  1946. 

In   reply   to    Council   order   of   April    1,    1946, 
requesting    construction    of    sewers    in    Eastwood 
circuit    and    Oakmere  street,   Ward  20,  construc- 
tion plans  are  now  being  made  and  when  completed 
a  contract  will  be  advertised  to  do  this  work. 
Robert  P.  Curley, 
Commissioner  of  Public  Works. 
Placed  on  file. 


PUSH  BUTTON  TRAFFIC  LIGHTS,  WARD  19. 

The  following  was  received: 

City  of  Boston, 
Office  of   the   Mayor,   April   13,    1946. 
To  the  City  Council. 

Gentlemen, — I  transmit  herewith  communica- 
tion from  the  Traffic  Commissioner,  relative  to 
your  order  of  April  1,  1946,  to  install  push  button 
traffic  lights  at  the  junction  of  Cummins  Highway 
and  Brown  avenue  in  the  Roslindale  district  of 
Ward  19. 

Respectfully, 
James  M.  Curley,  Mayor. 

City  of  Boston, 
Traffic  Commission,  April  10,  1946. 
Hon. James  M.  Curley, 

Mayor  of  Boston. 
Dear  Mr.  Mavor, — This  is  in  reply  to  Council 
order  dated  April  1,  1946,  which  reads  as  follows: 

"Ordered,  That  the  Traffic  Commissioner  be  re- 
quested, through  his  Honor  the  Mayor,  to  install 
push-button  traffic  lights  at  the  junction  of 
Cummins  Highway  and  Brown  avenue  in  the 
Roslindale  district  of  Ward  19." 
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There  arc  rio  funds  available  to  this  commission 
at  present  for  the  installation  of  a  traffic  signal  :il 
the  intersection  of  Brown  avenue  and  Cummins 
Highway 

Respectfully  j  ours, 
Win  mi   1'.   Hickey,  Commissioner. 

Placed  on  file. 


REPAIR    OF    MONTVIEW    STREET, 
WARD   20. 
The  following  was  received: 

City  of  Boston, 
Office  of  the  .Mayor,  April  13,  1946. 
To  the  Citj  Council. 

Gentlemen, — I  transmit  herewith  communica- 
tion from  the  Commissioner  of  Public  Works,  rela- 
tive to  your  order  of  April  1,  1946,  to  repair 
Montview  street,  Ward  20. 

Respectfully, 
.Tames  M.  Curley,  Mayor. 

City  of  Boston, 
Public  Works  Department,  April  8,  1940. 
To  J.  Joseph  Connors.  Chief  Clerk,  Mayor's  Office. 
From    Robert    1'.   Curley,    Commissioner,    Public 

Works  Department. 
Subject:   Montview  Street.  Ward  20. 

I  return  herewith  order  in  City  Council  that  the 
Commissioner  of  Public  Works  repair  Montview 
street,  Ward  20,  and  this  will  advise  you  that  this 
street  will  l>c  put  on  a  list  of  streets  to  be  given 
consideration  for  construction  this  year. 

Robert  P.  Curley, 
Commissioner  of  Public  Works. 
Placed  on  file. 


RESURFACING    OF    CONGREVE    STREET. 
The  following  was  received: 

City  of  Boston, 
Office  of  the  Mayor,  April  13,  194G. 
To  the  City  Council. 

Gentlemen, — I  transmit  herewith  communica- 
tion from  the  Commissioner  of  Public  Works,  rela- 
tive to  your  order  of  April  1,  1946,  to  resurface 
Congreve  street,  Ward  20. 

Respectfully, 
James  M.  Cuhley,  Mayor. 

City  of  Boston, 
Public  Works  Department,  April  8,  1946. 
To  J.  Joseph  Connors,  Chief  Clerk,  Mayor's  Office. 
From   Robert  P.    Curley,    Commissioner,   Public 

Works  Department. 
Subject:  Congreve  Street,  Ward  20. 

I  return  herewith  order  in  City  Council  that  the 
Commissioner  of  Public  Works  resurface  Congreve 
street,  Ward  20,  and  this  will  advise  you  that  this 
street  will  be  put  on  a  list  of  streets  to  be  given 
consideration  for  construction  this  year. 

Robert  P.  Curley, 
Commissioner  of  Public  Works. 
Placed  on  file. 


RESURFACING   OF  ASHFIELD   STREET. 
The  following  was  received: 

City  of  Boston, 
Office  of  the  Mayor,  April  13,  1946. 
To  the  City  Council. 

Gentlemen, — I  transmit  herewith  communication 
from  the  Commissioner  of  Public  Works,  relative 
to  your  order  of  April  1,  1946,  to  resurface  Ashfield 
street,  Ward  20. 

Respectfully, 
James  M.  Curley,  Mayor. 

City  of  Boston, 
Public  Works  Department, 

April  8,  1940. 
I  o  -I.  Joseph  Connors,  Chief  Clerk,  Mayor's  Office. 
From    Robert    P.    Curley,    Commissioner,    Public 

Works  Department. 
Subject:    Ashfield  Street,  Ward  20. 

I  return  herewith  order  in  City  Council  that  the 
Commissioner  of  Public  Works  resurface  Ashfield 
street,  Ward  20,  and  this  will  advise  you  that  this 
street  will  be  put  on  a  list  of  streets  to  be  given 
consideration  for  construction  this  year. 

Robert  P.  Curley, 
Commissioner  of  Public  Works. 
Placed  on  file. 


RESURFACING   OF  SUMMER  STREET, 

WARD   2i). 
The  following  Was  received: 

City  of  Boston , 
Office  of  the  Mayor,  April  13,  1946. 
To  the  City  Council. 

( rentlemen, — I  transmit  herewith  communication 
from  the  Commissioner  of  Public  Works,  relative 
to  your  order  of  April  1,  1946,  to  resurface  Summer 
street,  Ward  20. 

Respectfully, 
James  M.  Curley,  Mayor. 

City  of  Boston, 
Public  Works  Department, 

April  8,  1940. 
To  J.  Joseph  Connors,  Chief  Clerk,  Mayor's  Office. 
From    Robert    P.    Curley,    Commissioner,    Public 

Works  Department. 
Subject:    Summer  Street,  Ward  20. 

I  return  herewith  order  in  City  Council  that. 
the  Commissioner  of  Public  Works  resurface 
Summer  street,  Ward  20,  and  this  will  advise  you 
that  this  street  is  part  public  and  part  private. 

However,  the  public  portion  of  this  street  will 
be  put  on  a  list  of  streets  to  be  given  consideration 
for  construction  this  year. 

Robert  P.  Curley, 
Commissioner  of  Public  Works. 
Placed  on  file. 


CONSTRUCTION  OF  MYLES  STANDISH 
ROAD. 

The  following  was  received: 

City  of  Boston, 
Office  of  the  Mayor,  April  13,  1946. 
To  the  City  Council. 

Gentlemen, — I  transmit  herewith  communication 
from  the  Commissioner  of  Public  Works,  relative 
to  your  order  of  April  1,  1946,  to  construct  Myles 
fetandish  road,  Ward  20. 

Respectfully, 
James  M.  Curley,  Mayor. 

City  of  Boston, 
Public  Works  Department, 

April  8,  1946. 
To  J.  Joseph  Connors,  Chief  Clerk,  Mayor's  Office. 
From    Robert    P.    Curley,    Commissioner,    Public 

Works  Department. 
Subject:    Myles  Standish  Road,  Ward  20. 

I  return  herewith  order  in  City  Council  that  the 
Commissioner   of  Public   Works   construct  Myles 
Standish  road,  Ward  20,  and  this  will  advise  you 
that  this  street  will  be  put  on  a  list  of  streets  to  be 
given  consideration  for  construction  this  year. 
Robert  P.  Curley, 
Commissioner  of  Public  Works. 
Placed  on  file. 


TRANSFER    OF    STEAMER    "MICHAEL    J. 
PERKINS." 

The  following  was  received: 

City  of  Boston, 
Office  of  the  Mayor,  April  15,  1946. 
To  the  City  Council.  _ 

Gentlemen, — I  am  in  receipt  of  a  communication 
from  the  Penal  Institutions  Commissioner,  at- 
tached herewith,  in  which  he  states  that  the 
steamer  "Michael  J.  Perkins"  is  no  longer  needed 
by  his  department  for  transportation  purposes. 
He  recommends  its  transfer  to  the  Institutions 
Department. 

I  am  informed  that  until  the  boat  we  are  pur- 
chasing from  the  Federal  government  is  properly 
renovated  for  municipal  purposes,  a  matter  of 
several  months,  the  Institutions  Department  will 
require  the  services  of  the  steamer  "Perkins." 

Consequently,  I  submit  herewith  two  orders, 
one  for  the  transfer  of  the  steamer  "Michael  J. 
Perkins"  to  the  Institutions  Department,  and  the 
other,  for  the  transfer  of  the  appropriations  for  the 
"Perkins"  from  the  Penal  Institutions  Department 
to  the  Institutions  Department,  both  transfers  to 
be  effective  as  of  May  1,  1940. 

I  respectfully  request  adoption  of  these  orders 
by  your  Honorable  Body. 

Respectfully, 
James  M.  Curley,  Mayor. 


APKIL    15,     1946. 
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City  of  Boston, 
Penal  Institutions  Department, 

April  8,  1946. 
To  Hon.  James  M.  Curley,  Mayor,  City  of  Boston. 
From  Maxwell  B.  Grossman,  Commissioner,  Penal 

Institutions  Department. 
Subject:    Steamer  "Perkins." 

Whereas,  The  Penal  Institutions  Department 
has  control  and  custody  of  the  Steamer  "Perkins," 
and 

Whereas,  The  Penal  Institutions  Department 
no  longer  requires  the  said  Steamer  "Perkins"  for 
the  reason  that  the  transportation  needs  of  its 
institution  at  Deer  Island  are  being  adequately 
supplied  by  the  Shirley  Gut  road;  now,  therefore, 
It  is  respectfully  requested  that  your  Honor 
approve  the  transfer  of  the  Steamer  "Perkins"  to 
the  Institutions  Department,  which  department 
does  require  its  need. 

Maxwell  B.  Grossman, 

Commissioner. 


Whereas,  It  appears  from  communications  sub- 
mitted with  a  message  of  the  Mayor  submitted  to 
the  City  Council  April  15,  1940,  that  the  Penal 
Institutions  Department  has  no  further  use  for  the 
steamer  '.'Michael  J.  Perkins"  and  that  the  said 
steamer  is  needed  for  the  use  of  the  Institutions 
Department; 

Ordered,  That,  as  of  June  1,  1946,  the  steamer 
"  Michael  J.  Perkins  "  be  transferred  from  the  Penal 
Institutions  Department  to  the  care,  custody, 
maintenance  and  control  of  the  Institutions  Depart- 
ment. 

Ordered,  I  hit  in  assordancs  with  the  provisions 
of  section  3B  of  chapter  486  of  the  Acts  of  1909,  as 
amended  by  chapter  604  of  the  Acts  of  1941,  the 
City  Auditor  be  and  hereby  is  authorized  to  trans- 
fer on  June  1,  1946,  the  unexpended  and  unen- 
cumbered balance  of  the  appropiation  for  Penal 
Institutions,  steamer  Michael  J.  Perkins,  to  an 
appropriation  for  Institutions  Department,  Steamer 
Michael  J.  Perkins. 

Referred  to  Executive  Committee. 


SALE   OF   NAILS   BY   TRANSIT 
DEPARTMENT. 
The  following  was  received: 

City  of  Boston, 
Office  of  the  Mayor,  April  15,  1946. 
To  the  City  Council. 

Gentlemen, — I  submit  herewith  an  order  author- 
izing the  Transit  Department  to  sell  six  hundred 
and  forty-two  kegs  of  nails  of  miscellaneous  weight 
for  the  sum  of  SI, 828. 60. 

In  view  of  the  fact  that  the  Transit  Department 
states  it  has  no  further  need  for  these  nails,  and  in 
view  of  the  fact  that  the  sum  contemplated  is  the 
price  paid  by  the  department  at  the  time  of  pur- 
chase, I  concur  in  the  department's  recommenda- 
tion and  respectfully  recommend  passage  of  the 
accompanying  order  by  your  Honorable  Body. 
Respectfully, 
James  M.  Curley,  Mayor. 

,         City  of  Boston, 
Transit  Department,  April  4,  1946. 
Hon.  James  M.  Curley, 

Mayor  of  Boston. 
Dear  Sir, — Your  approval  is  respectfully  re- 
quested to  sell  to  John  J.  Brennan  &  Sons,  1109 
Washington  street,  Boston,  for  the  sum  of 
$1,828.60,  which  is  the  price  paid  by  the  depart- 
ment at  the  time  of  purchase,  the  following  kegs  of 
nails: 

15   kegs   of   2d   nails   at   cost   to    the 

department  $4  055 $60  83 

40   kegs   of   8d   nails   at   cost   to    the 

department  $3  02 120  80 

50  kegs  of   12d  nails  at  cost  to   the 

department  %2  885 144  25 

140  kegs  of  30d  nails  at  cost  to  the 

department  $2  795 391  30 

375  kegs  of  40d  nails  at  cost  to  the 

department  $2  795 1,048  13 

2   kegs   of   60d   nails   at   cost   to   the 

department  $2  795 5  59 

20  kegs  of  8-inch  spikes  at  cost  to  the 

department  $2  885 57  70 

$1,828  60 


These  nails  are  no  longer  needed  for  the  "work  of 
this  department. 

Respectfully, 
Malcolm  E.  Nichols,  Chairman. 

Ordered,  That  the  Transit  Department  be,  and 
hereby  is,  authorized  to  sell  to  John  J.  Brennan  & 
Sons,  1109  Washington  street,  Boston,  Mass.,  six 
hundred  and  forty-two  kegs  of  nails,  more  or  less, 
of  miscellaneous  weight,  for  the  sum  of  eighteen 
hundred  and  twentv-eight  dollars  and  sixty  cents 
($1828.60). 

Referred  to  Executive  Committee. 


FINANCE   COMMISSION   REPORT   ON 
REAL   ESTATE   TAX   BURDEN. 

The  following  was  received: 

City  of  Boston, 
Finance  Commission,  April  12,  1946. 
To  the  Honorable  the  Mayor  and  City  Council. 

Several  developments  are  currently  focusing 
attention  on  real  estate  in  the  City  of  Boston. 
The  effort  to  avoid  an  increase  in  the  tax  rate  by 
borrowing  money  for  current  expenses;  discussions 
of  various  schemes  involving  the  expenditure  of 
multimillions  to  provide  better  traffic  conditions 
in  the  City;  the  daily  increasing  chorus  of  opinion 
that  the  tax  situation  is  such  that  only  the  "metro- 
politanization"  of  local  governmental  services  can 
guarantee  continuance  of  them;  the  controversy 
between  the  Chairman  of  the  School  Committee 
and  the  teachers  over  the  question  of  salary 
increases  and  the  effect  in  the  tax  rate  if  the 
increases  are  granted;  the  talk  of  relieving  the 
real  estate  burden  by  the  imposition  of  an  occu- 
pation tax,  or  a  pay  roll  tax,  or  a  sales  tax;  the 
realization  that,  though  Boston,  in  respect  to 
taxation,  is  near  the  bursting  point,  yet  the  tax- 
payers will  be  called  upon  within  the  near  future 
to  finance  an  abnormal  amount  of  capital  invest- 
ment such  as  equipment  in  the  Fire  Department 
and  Public  Works  Department,  hospital  accom- 
modations, new, bridges,  new  streets,  incinerators 
to  dispose  of  refuse,  new  sewage  disposal  method; 
these  and  many  other  considerations  are  provok- 
ing the  question  "Can  Boston  real  estate  continue 
to  provide  its  present  share  of  the  financing  of 
government?" 

The  high  tax  which  real  estate  must  yield  to 
pay  the  cost  of  local  government  has  been  a  bone 
of  contention  so  long  that  now  it  is  accepted  as  a 
necessary  evil  by  many  with  little  appreciation 
for  its  effect.  Moreover,  there  has  been  little 
disposition  shown  to  date  by  the  responsible 
officials  to  accept  any  suggestion  which  might 
start  the  tide  running  in  the  other  direction.  The 
resistance,  not  only  to  transacting  public  business 
by  methods  which  would  require  fewer  employees 
and  therefore  less  pay  roll  expense,  but  even 
to  closing  the  door  to  further  and  further  expan- 
sion of  pay  roll  commitments,  has  become  over- 
whelming. 

Nevertheless,  the  fear  recently  expressed  that, 
other  palliatives  barred  or  unobtainable,  the  only 
device  which  remains  to  keep  the  tax  rate  from 
reaching  a  new  peak  is  to  increase  present  prop- 
erty valuations,  has  fanned  the  flame  of  discon- 
tent, and  has  produced  increased  foreboding  of 
real  estate  disaster. 

Instead  of  being  able  to  find  encouragement  in 
the  trends  and  agitations  of  today  to  support  the 
hope  that  there  is  a  brighter  future  "just  around 
the  corner,"  that  new  business  and  new  industry 
will  be  obtained  to  share  the  taxation  burden, 
many  real  estate  owners — both  in  the  old  trusts 
which  own  so  much  downtown,  and  among  the 
humble  people  who  own  the  residences  uptown — 
are  actually  quaking  in  fear  at  what  the  picture 
holds  for  them.  "The  highest  tax  rate  of  the 
big  cities!  The  home  of  falling  values  but  increas- 
ing assessments!"  is  a  slogan  which  will  not  attract 
new  values. 

The  Finance  Commission  in  this  communication 
desires  to  offer  important  facts  and  figures  bear- 
ing on  the  problem  which  has  been  compiled  from 
records  kept  in  various  agencies  in  City  Hall. 
The  general  public  would  have  difficulty  otherwise 
in  finding  these  facts. 

Assessed  Valuations. 
As  has  often  been  stated  in  recent  months,  the 
decline   in   property   valuation,    which   had    been 
continuous   for  more   than  a  decade,   was  halted 
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bj  the  assessments  of  1945.  The  total  real 
property  valuation  inoreased  in  1945  approxi- 
mately S17.15ii.cih1.  although  it  was  generally 
expeoted  thai  there  would  be  a  continuation 
of  the  $10,000,000  t<>  130,000,000  decrease  charac- 
teristic each  year  of  the  preceding  deoade.  Simi- 
larly, in  1915  there  was  a  S20.000.000  increase 
in  the  personal  property  valuations.  Here  the 
common  expectation  was  that  because  there  was 
ever]  evidence  of  reduced  inventories  (merchandise 
ordinarily  plentiful  was  no!  to  lie  had)  no  such 
increase  could  be  expected. 

Heal    estate    sales    in     the    sections    where    the 

greatest  valuation  exists  gave  no  evidence  that 
there  was  a  swing  to  higher  values.  A  real  estate 
agency  which  compiles  statistics  in  regard  to  sales 
recently  reported  that  in  the  total  number  of 
Boston  sales  in  1915  the  prices  paid  amounted 
to  only  78  per  cent  of  the  assessed  value.  Prices 
for  residential  property  in  the  small  homes  sec- 
tions were  showing  some  price  improvement 
due  to  the  lack  of  sufficient  housing  for  families  of 
returning  war  veterans  and  the  resulting  competi- 
tion among  prospective  buyers;  but  the  higher 
valuations  fixed  by  the  Assessors  did  not  apply 
to  the  latter  class  of  real  estate  to  any  great 
extent. 

Nevertheless,  this  greater  1945  total  property 
valuation  of  SI. 479, 172,000  was  still  .$493,000,000 
less  than  the  high  level  reached  in  1930,  and 
meanwhile  appropriation  orders  (rights  to  spend) 
had  increased  about  $4, 000,000. 

A  significant,  but  little  appreciated,  fact  is  that 
taxable  properly   (valued  at  81,479,172,000)   rep- 


resents only  73  per  cent  of  the  actual  property 
valuation  of  the  City.  The  other  27  per  cent  is 
property  value  exempt  from  taxation  by  one  or 
another  provision  of  the  Massachusetts  statutes. 
The  latter  comprises  the  property  held  for  literary, 
benevolent,  charitable,  religious,  educational, 
public  government  purposes.  Property  held  for 
these  purposes  was  valued  by  the  Assessors  in 
1945  at  $543,916,565. 

Assessed  Area, 

In  area  the  Citv  of  Boston  (43.9  square  miles  of 
land)  comprises  1,223,861,700  square  feet.  The 
Assessors  reveal  that  396,985,341  square  feet  is 
the  area  of  the  tax-exempt  property.  Further- 
more, the  street  area  of  the  City  is  figured  to  be 
202,466,880  square  feet.  From  these  figures  it 
appears  that  only  624,409,539  square  feet  of  the 
1,223,861,760  square  feet  in  the  City  are  expected 
to  yield  taxes. 

In  other  words,  the  taxable  land  area  in  the  City 
is  figured  to  be  51  per  cent  of  the  whole  area,  the 
exempt  area  is  33  per  cent,  and  the  street  area  is 
16  per  cent,  which  means  that  no  taxes  are  levied 
on  about  one  half  the  land  area  of  the  City. 

Exempt  Property. 
Boston  tops  the  list  of  comparable  cities  in 
volume  of  exempt  property  valuation  in  relation 
to  the  tax-bearing  property.  The  following  inter- 
city comparison  of  taxable  and  tax-exempt  prop- 
erty should  prove  interesting: 


Inter-City  Comparison  of  Taxable  Property  and 

Tax-Exempt  Property 

City 

Valuation 
Taxable 
Property 

Valuation 

Tax-Exempt 

Property 

Ratio  of 

Taxable  to 

Exempt 

$1,479,172,000 

962,476,149 

2,421,000,000 

905,000,000 

916,800,420 

1,177,000,000 

$543,916,565 
293,680,811 
702,000,000 
207,345,800 
200,000,000 
250,000,000 

73.2—26.8% 

Pittsburgh 

76.6—23.4% 

Philadelphia 

77.5—22.5% 
81.4—18.6% 

Cleveland 

82.1—17.9% 

82.5—17.5% 

The   Assessors   list   twenty-six  classes  of  tax-exempt  property  in  Boston.     The  official  list  with  figures 
of  valuation  and  area  follows: 

1945    Assessors'  List  of  Exempt  Property.     Recapitulation,  All  Classes,  Wards  1-22. 


Name  of  Corporation 


Valuation 
Dollars 


United  States  of  America. :: . 

Commonwealth  of  .  Massa- 
chusetts. 

Literary 

Benevolent 

Charitable 

Incorporated  Temperance 
Societies. 

Incorporated  Organizations 
of  Veterans. 

Fraternal  Societies .:..:::... 

Keligious  Organizations 

Churches  and  Parsonages.  . . 

Cemeteries 

Town  of  Brooklinc 

Crabtree  Estate 

Farm  and  Trade  School 

Colonial  Grant  —  Harvard 
College. 

Old  South  Church 

American  Red  Cross 

Railroad 

City  of  Boston  —  Schools.  .  . 

Fire  Department 

All  Others 

City  Hall  and  Annex 

Parks  and  Playgrounds 

Libraries 

Foreclosures 

Boston  Housing  Authority. 


Total . 


$107,260,100 
55,371,700 

64,955,000 

22,773,500 

5,654,800 

6,000 

583,100 

170,000 

1,078,700 

33,737,300 

2,355,000 

66,300 

1,425,000 

1,001,100 

]  75,000 

664,300 
135,000 

009,100 
57,470.700 

3,447,600 
54,774,000 

3,000,000 
83,505,300 

5,215,900 

5,557,300 
16,208,800 


$527,200,600 


Estimated 


Feet  of 
Land 


Land  Value 


Value 
Building 


40,570,471 
89,823,124 

25,382,526 

7,884,370 

15,678,924 

1,450 

107,121 

18,309 

262,318 

6,918,928 

31,682,657 

1,913,981 

18,380 

6,840,242 

3,364 

10,525 

13,446 

309,924 

12,540,787 

943,901 

38,286,251 

40,803 

89,082,467 

262,233 

22,399,816 

5,329,017 


300,985,34 1 


$40,060,900 
35,123,100 

18,364,700 

5,571,300 

1,578,300 

2,200 

340,800 

86,000 

318,000 

12,798,500 

1,624,200 

15,300 

1,053,500 

703,700 

100,900 

011,300 

50,800 

609,100 

7,309,000 

905,700 

19,373,300 

2,079,200 

80,232,600 

2,284,700 

4,206,900 

2,930,100 


$238,334,100 


$67,199,200 
20,248,600 

46,590,300 

17,202,200 

4,076,500 

3,800 

242,300 

84,000 

760,700 

20,938,800 

730,800 

51,000 
371,500 
297,400 

74,100 

53,000 
84,200 

50,161,700 
2,541,900 

35,400,700 

920,800 

3,272,700 

2,931,200 

1,350,400 

13,278,700 


$288,800,500 


Personal 
(A.  B.  C.) 


$14,000,338  27 

1,621,777  30 

547,266  99 

200  00 

14,958  16 

50,873  13 

74,805  10 

201,741  82 


254  90 
25,000  00 


11.8,750  38 


$16,715,965  00 
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Per  Capita  Tax. 

In  the  foregoing  statistics  may  be  seen  one  of  the 
principal  reasons  why  the  per  capita  tax  in  Boston 
gives  the  City  the  distinction  of  being  one  of  the 
highest  taxed  in  the  country.  Only  51  per  cent 
of  it  is  assessed  a  tax,  yet  there  is  no  part  of  it 
which  does  not  require  and  obtain  municipal 
service.  Most  of  the  49  per  cent  which  is  not 
taxed  is  used  quite  as  much  by  those  who  pay  no 
taxes  in  Boston  as  by  those  who  do.  Joining  to 
that  consideration  the  fact  that  Boston,  being  the 
hub  of  the  Metropolitan  wheel,  and  therefore 
being  the  business  center  for  a  population  of  over 
2,000,000  —  though  the  population  of  the  Hub  is 
only  770,000  —  it  can  be  appreciated  that  Boston 
in  supporting  its  governmental  activities  can 
afford  little  money  for  waste  and  extravagance. 

In  per  capita  figures,  the  cost  of  government  in 
Boston  reached  $104  in  1945.  When  revenues 
and  receipts  other  than  locally  assessed  taxes 
were  applied  against  the  total  warrants  and  ap- 
propriations, the  tax  levy  amounted  to  $82.3  per 
capita.  Though  it  is  impossible  to  obtain  con- 
veniently the  present  comparable  figures  from 
comparative  cities,  previous  studies  by  such 
agencies  as  the  United  States  Census  Bureau  and 
the  Special  Legislative  Commission  on  Real 
Estate  Taxation  have  found  Boston  ensconced  by  a 
substantial  margin  at  the  top  of  the  list  in  per 
capita  figures. 

For  instance,  the  latest  figures  issued  by  the 
United  States  Census  Bureau  of  per  capita  cost 
of  general  government,  exclusive  of  schools,  in 
comparable  cities  are  as  follows: 


City 


Per  Capita 

Cost  of 
Government 


Boston 

$61   13 

New  York 

52  30 

San  Francisco 

47  92 

37  85 

33  01 

Philadelphia 

26  48 

25  67 

Figures  given  for  these,  other  cities  which  do  not 
include  county  expenses  are  as  follows: 


City 


Detroit 

Buffalo 

Cleveland. . 

Chicago 

Milwaukee. 
Pittsburgh. 
Los  Angeles 


Per  Capita 

Cost  of 

Government. 

$31 

54 

29 

13 

27 

45 

23 

88 

22 

88 

21 

89 

17 

25 

The  County  costs  in  Boston  amount  to  about 
$4.50  per  capita. 

Statistics  produced  by  the  Special  Legislative 
Committee  on  Taxation,  showing  per  capita  cost  of 
general  government  in  one  fairly  recent  year  in  the 
larger  cities  near  the  North  Atlantic  seaboard,  are 
not  out  of  line  with  the  figures  offered  above. 
They  are  as  follows: 


City 


Tax  Levy 
Per  Capita 


Boston 

New  York. . 
Pittsburgh. . 

Buffalo 

Philadelphia 


$79  43 
66  52 

63  40 

64  41 
39  41 


The  Shifting  of  the  Tax  Load  in  Boston. 
Within  the  City  itself  there  has  come  about  in 
the  last  few  years  a  distinct  shifting  of  the  load. 


Where  formerly  the  so-called  downtown  (Ward  3) 
—  the  central  business  area  —  yielded  41  per  cent 
of  the  tax  money  of  the  City,  now,  because  of 
reduced  valuations  and  the  elimination  of  valua- 
tions by  the  demolition  of  buildings  this  area  is 
yielding  only  32  per  cent  of  the  taxes.  This' 
shifting  of  the  Boston  burden  to  the  outlying  sec- 
tions suggested  the  query  by  the  Special  Commis- 
sion of  the  Legislature  which  investigated  real 
estate  taxation  and  reported  in   1945: 

"The  question  naturally  arises  whether  there 
is  not  an  economic  limit  to  the  sum  which  can  be 
levied  on  those  outlying  wards  which  have  con- 
tinued to  grow  both  in  population  and  in  new 
building." 

The  opinion  was  then  expressed  by  that  Legis- 


■  ative  Commission : 

"If  Boston  continues  to  levy  sums  on  real 
estate  which  remain  fairly  constant  from  year 
to  year,  while  its  center  is  declining  in  value, 
it  is  inevitable  that  a  point  will  be  reached  at 
which  mounting  tax  burdens,  even  in  those 
outlying  wards  which  have  continued  to  grow, 
will  themselves  raise  up  obstacles  to  further 
growth." 

Unused  City-Owned  Property. 

Briefly,  there  are  two  types  of  unused  real 
estate  owned  by  the  City:  (1)  property  which  has 
come  into  the  city's  possession  through  foreclosure 
for  non-payment  of  taxes,  and  (2)  property  which 
has  been  acquired  by  the  City  for  various  depart- 
mental uses,  but  not  now  used. 

For  twenty  years  the  Finance  Commission  has 
maintained  a  continuous  drive  to  stimulate  the 
release  of  unused  parcels  by  departments  having 
control  of  them  and  the  return  of  them  to  a  taxable 
basis.  A  School  Board,  with  the  Mayor,  controls 
school  parcels;  the  Mayor  and  Council  jointly 
have  final  control  of  other  parcels.  The  Finance 
Commission  has  always  found  the  School  Board 
reluctant  to  dispose  of  its  parcels,  and  the  City 
Council  usually  resists  efforts  to  bring  about 
the  sale  of  the  other  class. 

A  mayor  some  years  ago  was  able  to  obtain 
legislation  in  effect  to  by-pass  the  City  Council 
in  the  disposition  of  tax  foreclosed  property.  It 
worked  out  well  for  the  City.  Sales  and  leases 
were  authorized  without  the  Council  which  would 
have  had  difficulty  in  obtaining  Council  approval 
if  the  Council  had  retained  authority. 

Later  the  Finance  Commission  induced  a  mayor 
to  seek  to  broaden  the  law  so  that  the  disposition 
of  all  parcels  which  are  unused  might  be  controlled 
by  one  real  estate  department,  but,  due  to  oppo- 
sition by  the  school  authorities,  by  the  City 
Council,  and  by  other  departmental  officials,  the 
new  statute  which  was  adopted  changed  the 
existing  situation  only  in  that  it  provided  de- 
partment head  status  and  a  higher  salary  for  the 
official  in  charge  of  foreclosed  property. 

Tax  Foreclosed  Property. 

One  of  the  most  alarming  of  the  situations  in  the 
Boston  taxation  picture  today  is  the  volume  of 
properties  on  which  the  City  has  taken  tax  title. 
Obviously  the  properties  involved  temporarily 
cannot  yield  the  high  taxes  assessed.  From  these 
eventually  a  large  volume  come  into  City  pos- 
session by  tax  foreclosure  proceedings;  again, 
obviously,  the  last  owners  yield  the  property  to 
the  City  only  because  they  are  unable  to  redeem 
it  and  can  find  no  market  for  it  at  a  price  sufficient 
to  pay  its  accumulated  taxes.  A  brief  review  of 
the  statistics  in  this  category  will  indicate  the 
extent  to  which  the  volume  of  tax-bearing  property 
is  being  whittled  down  because  of  inability  to 
yield  taxes. 

In  1936  the  City  held  title  by  foreclosure  of  tax 
title  (i.  e.,  the  City  had  taken  possession  of)  on 
722  parcels.  The  comparable  figure  in  1946  is 
3,376.  On  February  1,  1946,  additionally,  the 
number  of  parcels  on  which  the  City  had  acquired 
tax  title  but  had  not  foreclosed  was  7,130.  This 
means  a  total  of  10,506  parcels  at  present  either 
already  taken  over  by  the  City  or  due  to  be  taken 
over. 

Of  the  foreclosed  parcels,  those  held  by  the  City 
in  1936  were  valued  by  the  Assessors  at  $1,160,800. 
In  December,  1945,  the  value  of  the  foreclosed 
parcels  was  $7,259,650. 

The  taxes  owed  the  City  in  1936  on  properties 
on  which  the  City  held  tax  title  plus  those  of 
which  the  City  had  taken  possession  were 
$8,840,752.     In    1946,    the    taxes    owed    on    the 
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parcels  on  which  the  City  holds  tax  title  (without 
i  losure)  plus  those  oi  which  the  City  has  taken 
possessioD  is  $6,223,884.  The  difference  in  the 
amount  in  these  two  years  is  accounted  for  by 
the  fact  that  some  have  been  redeemed  by  the 
owners,  and  others  have  been  sold  bj  the  City. 
Of  tin-  tatter  class  the  t'it\  has  sold  parcels  by 
which  the  City  has  received  $1,749,860, 

At  a  recent  date  the  tax  title  account  was  made 
up  of  parcels  on  which  $3,205,940  was  owed,  and 
the  foreclosure  account  (parcels  now  in  Citj 
possession)  was  made  lip  of  parcels  on  which 
$3,017,944  is  owed. 

The  rapid  accumulation  of  foreclosed  property 
forced  the  City  into  the  real  estate  business. 
since  1939  the  Board  of  Real  Estate  Commis- 
sioners and,  especially,  its  executive  head,  the 
chairman,  have  had  a  multiplicity  of  duties:  pass- 
ing on  properties  acquired  to  decide  whether  they 
should  be  sold,  leased  or  held  for  future  use;  pro- 
moting  and  advertising  the  sale  of  those  decided 
upon  for  sale;  negotiating,  leasing  and  supervising 
management  of  other  parcels;  selecting  others  to 
he  held  for  present  or  future  municipal  use. 

The  current  program  of  such  work  has  been 
extensive,  leaving  little  time  for  such  essentials  as 
checking  bills  of  management  (for  instance, 
Houghton  and  Dutton  Building),  re-examining 
propertj  to  lnipi:,:  its  salabihtj  (filling  ta  grade 
etc.),  appraising  the  business  methods  of  the  Com- 
mission and  its  office  proeedure,  establishing  a 
central    index,    classifying   property   according   to 


suitability,  character  and,  generally,  along  the 
lines  of  interest  for  prospective  buyers;  prepara- 
tion of  a  large  scale  map  for  the  purpose  of  viewing 
the  whole  property  picture  and  indicating  location, 
size  and  type  of  property;  compiling  various  types 
;f  stttistiis  of  usiful  intii'ist  tc  the  Cit:,  Adminis- 
tration, Planning  Board  and  others. 

Even  the  decision  to  hold  a  given  piece  of 
property  for  municipal  use  is  predicated  on  "a 
best  opinion,"  since  there  are  no  completed  master 
plans  for  highways,  recreation,  housing,  etc.  For 
instance,  whether  a  given  piece  will  abut  a  future 
highway  or  could  be  incorporated  into  a  needed 
recreational  area  or  could  be  used  as  a  future 
.  municipal  building  site  must  wait  on  the  com- 
pletion of  master  plans  in  these  fields. 

Current  Administrative  Inadequacy. 

This  real  estate  department,  set  up  in  1939,  and 
organized  as  a  board  a  few  years  later,  became  a 
powerful  department  of  extensive  scope  almost 
overnight;  but  it  has  been  operated  by  a  small 
staff  and  housed  in  cramped  quarters.  Its  failure 
to  make  a  study  of  accounting  procedures,  manage- 
ment methods  and  proceedings  may  be  attributed 
to  the  volume  of  current  business  as  indicated  by 
the  amount  of  sales,  which  is  one  of  its  functions, 
as  shown  by  the  following  table. 

It  is  important  that  sound  business  systems  and 
record-keeping  procedures,  with  provision  for 
checking  bills,  etc.,  and  opportunity  for  the 
objectives  already  mentioned,   be  provided,   even 


Year 

Receipts 
from  Sales 

Number 
of  Parcels 

Number 
of  Buildings 

1939 

$106,600 
111,900 
179,800 
158,600 
178,000 
327,000 
686,000 

142 
88 
170 
221 
147 
184 
258 

35 

1940.. 

26 

1941 . .    

35 

1942 

44 

1943     .             

36 

1944. . . 

72 

1945; 

64 

at  this  late  date  in  the  history  of  this  department. 
Although  ideally  the  City  has  no  proper  place  in 
the  selling  and  leasing  of  real  property  and  the 
other  functions  of  real  estate  business,  there  is  no 
alternative.  Moreover,  the  foreseeable  future 
holds  no  promise  of  the  dissolution  of  such  work; 
indeed,  the  opposite  is  indicated.  The  amounts 
in  the  City's  tax  title  account  and  tax  possession 
account,  the  increasing  blight  in  many  sections, 
the  tax  rate  picture,  obsolescence  general  through- 
out many  parts  of  the  City — all  point  to  future 
prospects  of  an  increase  rather  than  a  decrease  in 
volume  of  property  surrendered  to  the  City. 

As  a  matter  of  fact,  the  scope  and  importance  of 
this  work  should  dictate  a  more  important  status 
than  the  department  has  at  present.  Larger 
quarters,  new  location,  and  other  developments 
are  probably  needed. 

Unused  Property. 
A    related    matter    as    indicated    above    is    the 
volume     of     unused     parcels,     particularly     those 
owned   by   the  schools.     Many  of  these  have  no 
eeable    use,    nor    do    they    occupy    any    place 
in    the    plans    of    the    several    departments    which 
now   have   custody    of   them.     If    the   committee 
charged    with    the   disposition    of   school  property 
i    be    persuaded    to    regard   such   parcels   as 
surplus    and    they    could    be    transferred    to    the 
Department    of    Foreclosed    Heal    Estate,    a    sub- 
tantial    core  of   land   for   municipal   use  and   pro- 
ductive    purposes     could     be     developed.     The 
present    met  hod    of    leasing    unused    property    to 
various  groups  is  certainly  not  the  best  use. 

Boston  falls  in  the  category  oi  "municipalities 
where  rate  of  growth  has  slowed  down  or  ceased.", 
I  in     i     demon  trated   by  the  figures  which  show' 

that  Boston  has;  sustained  an  increasing  net  loss 
in  population  during  the  past  fifteen  years.  More- 
over,  it   i-    expected    that    the   next,  decade    will   see 

an  intensification  of  i  hi    decentralization.     What 


can  be  done  in    the    direction   of  recenlralization 
is  the  question. 

Detailed  Statistics  on  Foreclosed  Property. 

That  the  situation  in  Boston  with  respect  to 
foreclosed  real  estate  owned  by  the  City  is  serious 
is  demonstrated  by  a  table  (Table  1)  attached  to 
this  report  which  shows  the  number  of  parcels 
and  their  assessed  value  in  the  various  wards, 
anil  the  number  of  buildings  and  their  value. 
It  will  be  seen  that  the  total  number  of  parcels 
on  December  1,  1945,  was  3,370,  the  assessed 
value  represented  bv  the  3,376  parcels  was 
$7,259,650.  More  than  $3,000,000  was  repre- 
sented in  twenty-three  commercial  buildings  in 
Ward  3.  The  parcels  totaling  in  value  the 
balance  of  $7,259,650  are  distributed  among  the 
other  twenty-one  wards. 

The  size  of  the  residential  holdings  is  relatively 
insignificant,  representing  only  about  5  per  cent 
of  the  total  parcels  taken.  Vacant  land  taken  is 
heaviest  in  a  few  wards.  For  instance,  Ward  18 
contains  832  parcels,  or  24.6  per  cent  of  the  total, 
but  represented  only  4.5  per  cent  of  the  assessed 
value.  Ward  3  represented  the  highest  concen- 
tration of  value,  about  51.6  per  cent. 

Moreover,  at  the  end  of  February,  1946,  there 
was  $3,205,940  in  the  City's  Tax  Title  Account 
(7,130  properties  on.  which  .title  had  been  taken) 
and  $3,017,944  in  the  Tax  Possession  Account 
(3,520  properties  on  which  the  City  has  taken 
possession).  How  much  of  the  tax  title  property 
will  be  redeemed  is  not  known. 

Why  Paucity  of  Demand  for  Foreclosed  Property. 

A  natural  inquiry  is — why  does  such  a  sizable 
acreage  of  real  estate  remain  unwanted?  The 
legislative  report  on  this  point  comments: 

"The  lack  of  demand  is  due,  in  part,  to  the 

location  in    remote  or  in  undesirable    areas;   in 

part,  to  the  small  size  of  the  lots." 
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An  analysis  of  the  thousands  of  parcels  held  by 
the  City  would  confirm  this,  as  demonstrated  later 
in  this  report,  describing  conditions  by  wards, 
and  would  show  an  additional  variety  of  condi- 
tions accounting  for  their  undesirability  and 
accounting  originally  for  their  failure  to  meet 
taxes.  While  many  parcels  await  the  interest 
of  a  real  estate  promoter,  a  sizable  percentage 
have  little  chance  of  sale.  Site  difficulties,  such 
as  location  on  a  ledge,  difficult  grade,  or  marsh, 
limitations  of  lot  size  and  shape,  which  render  the 
parcel  unsuitable  or  prohibitively  expensive  for 
development,  together  with  the  factor  of  neighbor- 
hood disintegration  or  blight,  stand  seriously  in 
the  way  of  sale  or  development. 

Many  of  the  lots  are  small  in  size  and  often  too 
isolated  and  scattered  for  land  assembly  purposes. 
A  table  (Table  2)  attached,  shows  that  2,759  of 
the  3,355  lots,  as  of  November  1,  1945,  the  date 
of  the  last  published  list,  are  under  0,000  square 
feet  in  area. 

Experience  in  Sales  of  Foreclosed  Property. 
Some  progress  has  been  made,  however,  in 
spite  of  these  difficulties,  since  the  establishment 
of  the  City's  Real  Estate  Office  in  1939.  This 
process  of  sale  is  not  done  without  some  expense. 
During  1945  the  cost  of  the  auctioneer's  fees  and 
advertising  alone  was  about  $35,000. 


A  table  (Table  3)  attached,  shows  the  experience 
of  the  Board  of  Real  Estate  Commissioners  since 
1939  with  respect  to  the  volume  of  sales  made, 
the  assessed  value  of  the  parcels  involved,  the 
amount  due  the  City  in  back  taxes  and  liens  of 
various  sorts,  and  the  percentage  of  that  amount 
recovered  by  the  sale,  the  number  of  parcels 
involved  and  the  number  of  buildings,  and  the 
percentage  of  assessed  value  represented  by  sale 
prices. 

Sales  have  undoubtedly  been  aided  in  recent 
months  by  the  favorable  real  estate  market, 
wherein  selling  prices  in  some  sections  have  been 
running  ahead  of  assessed  value,  but  the  table 
shows  that  over  the  period  from  1939  the  average 
amount  of  sale  price  has  been  approximately  90 
per  cent  of  the  amount  due  the  City  for  taxes. 

Administration  of  Foreclosed  Property. 

While  the  City  is  not  properly  or  by  choice  in  the 
real  estate  business,  it  sometimes  becomes  neces- 
sary to  operate  some  parcels,  and  the  City  has 
been  successful  in  administering  several  valuable 
parcels  taken  for  taxes.  Two  prime  examples  of 
this  administration  are  the  Houghton  and  Dutton 
property  and  209  Washington  Street. 

The  Houghton  and  Dutton  property  represents 
a  balance  of  expenditure  and  taxes  due  of  $627,270 
(December  31,  1945),  shown  as  follows: 


Summary  Table. 
Taxes  due  the  City  at  taking $433,570  64 

1943  expenditures  for  renovation 284,370  00 

1944  expenditures  for  renovation 83,374  44 

1945  expenditures  for  renovation None 

Total  Expenditures  for  Renovation  and  Taxes $801,315  08 

Less: 

Net  income  (after  maintenance  and  management),  1943. .:::: $20,000 

Net  income  (after  maintenance  and  management),  1944 80,000 

Net  income  (after  maintenance  and  management),  1945 74,045 

Total  Net  Income  through  December  31,  1945 : 174,045  00 

Balance  of  Expenditure  and  Taxes  Due:: $627,270  08 


This  property  is  now  operated  under  a  lease  to 
the  Federal  Government  with  the  following  option 
provisions: 

For  the  first  five  years  $75,000  net  a  year;  at 
the  end  of  two  years  option  to  renew  for  two  addi- 
tional years  at  $100,000  net  per  year,  bringing 
the  lease  to  seven  years;  at  the  end  of  five  years 
option  to  renew  for  an  additional  three  years  at 
$150,000  net,  bringing  the  lease  to  ten  years. 
There  is  also  an  additional  $15,000  per  year  from 
small  tenants.  Thus,  if  all  options  are  taken,  the 
City  stands  to  receive  $1,075,000  in  the  next  ten 
years,  and  will  have  reached  the  break-even 
point  in  approximately  seven  years. 

Another  sizable  parcel  currently  administered 
by  the  City  is  209  Washington  Street,  a  building 
assessed  for  $700,000  and  carrying  due  taxes  of 
$180,000.  During  the  year  the  City  received 
$72,000  in  revenue,  with  a  $6,000  credit  for  the 
City's  Veterans'  Reception  Centre,  met  an  operat- 
ing expense  of  $42,000,  and  thus  realized  a  net 
income  of  $36,000.  Other  sizable  parcels  of  down- 
town real  estate  in  the  possession  of  the  City  in- 
clude the  Compton  Building  at  161-175  Devon- 
shire Street,  valued  by  the  Assessors  in  1945  at 
$100,000;  the  Carney  Building  at  43  Tremont 
Street,  valued  at  $375,000;  and  a  building  at 
359-363  Boylston  Street,  valued  at  $105,000. 

Retaining  for  Municipal  Use. 

Retaining  for  municipal  use  is  the  third  point  in 
the  three-point  program  of  the  Real  Estate  Com- 
missioners, viz.:  (1)  restoring  real  estate  to  tax 
rolls,  (2)  administration  of  foreclosed  property, 
(3)  retaining  for  municipal  usi  In  ether  wcrdc 
each  piece  of  property  is  viewed  in  the  light  of 
these  three  alternatives  to  determine  what  is  to 
be  done  with  them.  Each  parcel  acquired  is 
examined  for  suitability  for  some  likely  municipal 
use. 

During  1945  the  ReaL  Estate  Commissioners 
transferred  twentv-one  parcels,  representing  an 
assessed  value  of  $44,400,  to  the  Park  Department 
and  one  parcel,  representing  $196,600  in  assess- 
ment, and  located  at  Spectacle  Island,  to  the 
Public  Works  Department.  Another  parcel  ad- 
joining a  fire  station  and  badly  needed  for  "elbow 
room"  was  given  to  the  Fire  Department.  Nine 
parcels  were  also  sold  to  the  Boston  Housing 
Authority  for  the  amount  due  the  City  in  taxes. 


A  committee  consisting  of  the  Chairman  of  the 
Planning  Board,  the  City  Treasurer,  and  the 
Chairman  of  the  Real  Estate  Commission  deter- 
mines what  parcels  should  be  held  for  possible 
municipal  use.  The  value  of  their  determination 
depends,  of  course,  on  their  knowledge  of  de- 
partment needs  and  plans  and  the  planning  policy 
of  the  City  as  a  whole. 

•  Character  of  Foreclosed  Real  Estate. 

What  is  the  character  of  foreclosed  real  estate 
parcels  owned  by  the  City?  That  it  is  relatively 
undesirable  is  demonstrated  by  the  fact  that  the 
owners  saw  no  future  for  their  lots  even  at  low 
valuations  and  let  them  go.  The  buyers  of  such 
lots  bought  them  at  distress  prices  (30  to  40  per 
cent  of  assessment)  and  at.  approximately  the 
amount  owed  the  City. 

The  following  is  a  general  outline  of  some  of  the 
limitations  which  foreclosed  property  faces,  as 
observed  in  the  various  sections  .of  the  City: 

Ward  1,  East  Boston.  Most  of  this  type  of 
property  is  located  in  an  undeveloped  section  of 
Orient  Heights,  while  some  more  is  located  on  a 
marshy  stretch  not  far  from  the  airport,  and  hold- 
ing the  possibility  of  future  absorption  by  the 
airport.  The  first  mentioned  group  may  have 
possibilities  of  development,  but  has  the  limitation 
of  location  on  the  side  of  a  steep  hill. 

Ward  2,  Charlcstown.  Many  of  these  lots  are 
small  and  scattered,  their  size  a  heritage  of  the 
day  of  small-lot  size.  Of  the  192  lots  listed  in 
the  published  table  dated  November  1,  1945,  153 
were  less  than  2,000  feet  square.  Some  of  these 
are  grouped,  as  in  the  case  of  Rutherford  avenue 
and  Main  street  and  a  few  other  spots.  Whereas 
the  parcels  in  East  Boston  represented  unsuccessful 
land  speculation,  much  of  the  foreclosed  real  estate 
of  Charlestown  may  be  attributed  to  neighborhood 
blight. 

Ward  S,  Boston.  This  section  embracing  the 
downtown  district  represents  the  highest  concen- 
tration in  valuation  of  all  wards  in  respect  of 
foreclosed  real  estate.  The  analysis  of  such  com- 
mercial property  would  be  a  study  in  itself,  and 
several  such  studies  have  been  made,  including 
one  made  in  1941  by  the  Urban  Land  Institute. 


1  iKi 


CITY     COUNCIL. 


There  is  also  a  volume  of  residential  real  estate  in 

this    ward,    primarily    the  result,    of    neighborhood 

disintegration  and  population  shifts. 

Ii  is  also  held  that  the  original  zoning  of  some 
of  these  sections,  such  as  North  and  West  Ends, 
was  based  on  expected  business  expansions  which 
never  materialized  and  left  the  areas  on  a  high 
unit  basis  of  assessment, 

H'a/i/  ;.  Back  Bay,  south,  1ms  relatively  few 
parcels  Of  foreclosed  real  estate,  the  largest,  stretch 
being  an  assembly  of  about  3.}, 000  square  feet  on 
Hemenwaj  street. 

Ward  ~i.  Bar/:  Bay.  .Many  of  the  parcels  in  this 
ward  are  in  the  Castle  Square  section  and  represent 
factors  of  neighborhood  deterioration.  The  resto- 
ration of  such  areas  is  tied  up  with  whatever  pos- 
sibility there  may  be  of  large-seale  development 
in  housing,  street  widening,  dieselizing  of  the  rail- 
road, and  other  progressive  factors.  In  such 
neighborhoods  the  expectation  can  only  be  that 
more  properties  will  be  added  to  the  foreclosed 
list. 

Ward  6,  Smith  Box/on,  north,  contains  about  200 
parcels,  most  of  them  in  a  deteriorated  section. 

Ward  ?'.  South  Boston,  south,  has  fewer  than  100 
and  has  more  residential  possibilities  than  Ward  6 
in  its  prospects  of  redevelopment. 

Ward  S,  Roxbury,  east,  and  South  End,  has  115 
parcels,  presenting  a  picture  of  neighborhood 
blight   and  industrial  possibilities. 

Ward  -9,  Roxbury,  central,  contains  about  200 
foreclosed  parcels,  many  of  which  arc  found  in 
deteriorated  neighborhoods. 

IV'arrf  10,  Roxbury,  west,  with  105  foreclosed 
parcels,  presents  some  new  difficulties.  Here 
topography  makes  building  costs  prohibitively 
high.  Located  on  bluffs,  the  development  of 
many  of  these  would  require  retaining  walls,  high 
foundations,  etc. 

Wards  11  and  12,  south  and  east  Roxbury.  A 
combination  of  factors  operates  here,  hindering 
development  of  foreclosed  real  estate.  Site  diffi- 
culties of  ledge,  deteriorated  neighborhood,  change 
in  racial  occupancy  are  some  of  the  influences. 
Even  where  land  is  available  to  build,  environ- 
mental factors  discourage  the  investment. 

Ward  13,  Dorchester  and  Savin  Hill.  Ledge  and 
run-down  neighborhood  affect  future  prospects  of 
foreclosed  property. 

Ward  14,  Dorchester,  west.  Here  there  is  a  fore- 
closed parcel  of  some  350,000  square  feet,  but  it  is 
characterized  by  ledge  and  woods. 

Ward  15,  north  central  Dorchester.  Prospects 
limited  by  cliff  and  ledge. 

Wards  16  and  17,  south  and  center  Dorchester. 
These  wards  contain  some  extensive  foreclosed 
lots,  some  of  which  may  hold  possibilities  of 
development.  One  area  of  647,300  square  feet  is 
currently  being  held  for  Park  Department. 

Ward  IS,  Hyde  Park  and  Maltapan.  This  area 
contains  over  800  parcels,  or  about  25  per  cent  of 
the  total  number  of  foreclosed  lots.  Some  appear 
to  hold  possibility  of  development,  but  there  are 
limiting  factors  present.  In  the  area  northeast  of 
Cummins  Highway,  ledge,  woods,  and  some  low 
spots  are  obstacles.  In  the  Fairmount  area, 
bounded  by  the  State  parkway  and  the  Milton 
line,  ledge  and  woods  are  also  present.  The  same 
limitations  may  be  found  in  some  of  the  other 
undeveloped  foreclosed  lots  which  lie  in  the  Wood 
Avenue  section. 

Wards  19  and  ,10,  West  Roxbury.  As  in  the  case 
of  Ward  18,  there  are  many  large  foreclosed  lots 
and  continuous  land  assembly,  but  also  sharing 
the  limitations  of  Ward  18. 

Ward  21,  Brighton,  contains  several  lots,  cleared 
and  apparently  offering  possibility  of  development 
for  the  proper  use. 

Ward  SS,  Brighton.  Much  of  the  foreclosed 
property  in  this  ward  is  located  on  a  hill  in  back 
of  Oak  square  and  running  down  to  the  railroad 
and  the  Newton  line  in  an  undeveloped  area. 

Unused  School  Property. 

In  striking  contrast  with  so  much  of  the  fore- 
lo  ed  property,  the  unused  property  held  by  other 
departments  is  valuable  and  sizable,  particularly 
that  of  the  School  Department. 

The  School  Department  possessed,  as  of  a  recent 
date,  either  in  the  form  of  unoccupied  land  acquired 
for  school  purposes,  or  vacant  land  cleared  by 
demolishing  buildings,  thirty-five  parcels,  totaling 
963,855  square  feet,  or  an  average  lot  sizo  of  ap- 
proximately 30,000  square  feet,  Located  as  follows: 


Ward 

Number 
of  Parcels 

Area 

1 

2 
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4 
1 
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1 
1 
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0 
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2 

53,400  sq.  ft. 
5,857  sq.  ft. 
7,365  sq.  ft. 

12,424  sq.  ft. 

55,908  sq.  ft. 

51,157  sq.  ft. 

36,313  sq.  ft. 

14,312  sq.  ft. 
100,705  sq.  ft. 
26.5,018  sq.  ft. 

82,535  sq.  ft. 
136,965  sq.  ft. 
108,806  sq.  ft. 

33,090  sq.  ft. 

2 

7 
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14.... 

16 

18     . 

19 
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21 
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In  addition,  there  are  over  forty  more  buildings 
distributed  throughout  the  City  which  have  been 
closed,  and  some  of  these  will  undoubtedly  follow 
the  road  to  eventual  razing;   some  have  already. 

Just  as  the  shifts  of  population  and  the  move- 
ment of  decentralization  have  been  factors  in  the 
eventual  foreclosing  of  property,  so  have  they 
been  factors  in  school-closings,  failure  to  use 
acquired  property,  and  demolition.  The  whole 
question  of  school  land  and  buildings  appears  to 
be  in  a  state  of  flux.  While  many  schools  have 
been  abandoned  or  razed,  new  locations  must  be 
acquired  and  planned  on  the  basis  of  a  sound 
long-range  plan.  The  Stray er  Report  has  out- 
lined a  plan  of  such  relocation. 

Future  Prospects. 
Considering  the  advanced  age  of  much  of  the 
building  in  Boston,  as  indicated  in  the  Finance 
Commission  Report  on  Decentralization,  the 
spreading  nature  of  neighborhood  blight  which 
has  taken  hold  of  many  of  the  sections  where  some 
of  this  foreclosed  property  is  found,  and  the 
probability  of  a  renewed  movement,  to  the  suburbs 
when  residential  building  is  revived,  it  is  a  mod- 
erate expectation  that  the  volume  of  foreclosed 
property  which  has  been  fairly  steady  since  the 
establishment  of  the  office  of  Real  Estate  Com- 
missioners will  continue  and  eventuallj'  increase. 
While  258  parcels  were  sold  during  1945,  a 
substantial  number  were  added,  so  that  there 
are  still  over  3,000  parcels  listed.  There  were 
3,758  parcels  on  hand  on  January  1,  1944;  3,784 
on  hand  on  January  1,  1945;  and  3,376  parcels 
on  hand  on  December  1,  1945.  Thus,  even  in 
the  current  favorable  real  estate  market  a  huge 
backlog  of  parcels  is  not  moving. 

It  seems  clear  that  under  present  conditions  the 
great  bulk  of  this  backlog  will  find  no  place  on  the 
market.  This  opens  up  the  question  of  what  the 
City's  policy  should  be  with  respect  to  such 
property. 

Redevelopment  of  Boston. 
Several  public  studies  have  demonstrated  that 
there  is  no  more  important  issue  in  the  Boston 
situation  than  that  of  the  principal  source  of  its 
operating  revenue,  viz.,  real  estate.  It  is  well 
known  that  the  security  of  Boston's  future  de- 
pends on  an  extensive  building  development  or 
redevelopment.  No  single  stroke  can  accom- 
plish this  desideratum,  but  it  is  timely  to  examine 
all  the  instruments  which  presently  lie  or  will  lie 
in  the  hands  of  the  city  government  which  can 
encourage  its  advent.  Other  cities  are  attacking 
the  same  basic  problem  which  besets  Boston,  i.  e., 
decentralization,  blight,  and  loss  of  valuation, 
in  various  ways.  New  York  and  Pittsburgh  seek 
to  take  over  extensive  areas  and  redevelop  them. 
Milwaukee  is  endeavoring  to  designate  or  "zone" 
neighborhoods  to  be  redeveloped  over  a  period 
of  years,  so  that  private  builders  and  investment 
agencies  would  then  be  in  a  position  to  determine 
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with  greater  confidence  construction  in  these 
areas.  In  this  way  a  neighborhood  can  be  "zoned" 
for  eventual  redevelopment.  This  policy  requires 
legislation  to  provide  an  annual  appropriation  of 
a  fixed  amount  to  assist  in  the  redevelopment  of 
blighted  areas.  Philadelphia  has  recently  estab- 
lished a  Redevelopment  Authority  with  important 
responsibilities  and  powers  with  respect  to  the 
acquisition,  replanting,  and  redevelopment  of 
blighted  areas  in  the  city. 

Redevelopment  of  Boston  by  Federal  Subsidy. 
The  most  promising  prospect  of  material  assist- 
ance which  has  yet  appeared  on  the  horizon  in 
the  direction  of  meeting  the  cost  of  land  acquisi- 
tion, which  is  generally  conceded  to  be  the  greatest 
single  obstacle  in  the  redevelopment  of  areas  such 
as  are  found  in  Boston — and  particularly  in  many 
of  the  areas  from  which  much  of  the  foreclosed 
property  has  come  and  probably  will  continue  to 
come — is  the  so-called  Wagner-Ellender  Taft  Bill. 
This  is  now  pending  in  Congress  and,  in  the  opinion 
of  informed  sources,  will  probably  pass. 

In  regard  to  this  bill,  Senator  Wagner,  co-author, 
stated: 

"In  order  to  encourage  private  enterprise  to 
participate,  along  with  public  endeavor,  in  the 
clearance  of  slum  and  blighted  areas  and  the 
preparation  of  land  for  redevelopment,  the 
bill  sets  forth  a  five-year  program  of  Federal 
aid  to  localities  for  land  assembly,  clearance 
and  preparation  for  redevelopment.  This  is 
sometimes  called  'urban  redevelopment.'  The 
essence  of  this  plan  is  that  Federal  and  local 
.  aid  will  combine  to  bring  the  cost  of  acquiring 
this  land  and  preparing  it  for  redevelopment, 
down  to  the  point  where  its  re-use  for  various 
purposes   will   be   feasible." 

At  present  there  is  a  "limited  dividend"  statute 
in  Massachusetts  which  provides  for  the  setting 
up  of  limited  dividend  corporations  to  undertake 
redevelopment.  The  pending  Federal  legisla- 
tion is  expected  to  bring  this  objective  much 
nearer  realization. 

It  would  appear  that  in  preparation  for  the 
eventual  provision  of  such  subsidy  and  its  stimula- 
tion of  building  in  the  City  that  suitable  plans 
should  be  developed  by  the  City. 

Shrinking  Tax  Base. 

The  Finance  Commission's  annual  report  for  the 
year  1945,  and  many  similar  reports,  emphasize  the 
cost  of  government.  This  is  only  one  side  of 
the  coin.  The  other  side,  and  equally  important, 
is  the  revenue  side,  and  the  fact  that  Boston 
depends  to  such  a  large  extent  on  real  property 
for  its  revenue  emphasizes  the  importance  of  the 
matter  of  real  estate  in  the  City.  Even  assuming 
the  re-shaping  of  the  government  structure  of  the 
City  and  its  operation  at  a  rate  of  maximum 
efficiency  and  economy,  the  source  on  which  the 
City  depends  for  most  of  its  revenue  must  be  made 
to  support  that  government.  Boston  depends  for 
approximately  two  thirds  of  its  revenue  on  the 
real  property  tax. 

That  source,  the  valuation  of  real  estate  (as 
shown  above),  has  been  regularly  shrinking  for  a 
number  of  years.  The  reasons  commonly  ascribed 
are  economic  in  character  and  relate  to  the  business 
situation  within  and  without  the  City  and  the 
effect  of  decentralization. 

The  reasons  commonly  ascribed  to  drastic 
reduction  in  valuations  include  population  shifts 
and  decentralization,  loss  of  business  and  income- 
paying  population.  There  are  also  municipal  controls 
and  policies  which  can  affect  valuations.  These 
relate  to  assessing  methods,  land  use  and  zoning 
controls,  and  other  devices  developed  by  planning 
boards. 

It  is  timely  to  examine  the  potentialities.of  these 
techniques  at  this  time.  Both  the  Legislative 
Recess  Commission  on  Real  Estate  and  the  Urban 
Institute  in  their  studies  of  Massachusetts  Real 
Estate  and  Downtown  Boston  Real  Estate,  respec- 
tively, offer  testimony  of  changes  which  have 
implications  of  future  losses  and  new  uses  for 
land. 

With  respect  to  downtown  Boston,  the  Legisla- 
tive Report  observes:  "Entire  blocks  in  Boston 
which  are  still  devoted  to  business  uses  are  covered 
by  outmoded  buildings  erected  more  than  100 
years  ago."  It  refers  to  the  shifts  in  the  wholesale 
trade  which  have  hit  the  Boston  wholesale  district. 
The  reference  suggests  an  observation  found  in  the 
report  of  the  Urban  Land  Institute:  "It  may  well 
be  that  the  new  use  of  the  obsolete  wholesale  and 


storage  district  mentioned  above  is  for  residential 
purposes." 

Moreover,  "the  decline  in  the  demand  for  office 
space,  combined  with  the  effect  of  obsolescence  in 
Boston's  ancient  office  buildings"  are  influences 
which  tend  to  eventual  taking  for  taxes.  (The 
report  does  not  note  another  factor,  over-financing, 
which  has  also  been  present.)  Newer  "multi- 
story office  buildings  equipped  with  high  speed 
elevators  have  made  a  more  intensive  use  of  such 
land  possible  and  have  drained  away  tenants 
from  the  older  buildings,  leaving  them  economically 
stranded,  ending  up  as  parking  lots." 

Another  shift  noted  is  that  "with  respect  to 
retail  trade,  the  same  general  shift  from  established 
centers  has  long  been  in  progress."  If  to  these 
shifts  are  added  the  population  shifts  throughout 
the  City,  attended  by  successively  lower  income 
occupancy  of  the  area,  it  is  easy  to  understand  why 
valuations  have  shrunk  as  they  have.  To  make 
matters  worse,  the  Legislative  Report  contends 
that  the  Assessors  "have  made  serious  efforts  to 
adjust  their  valuations  to  the  progressive  economic 
blight  as  it  proceeded,  but  have  lagged  in  doing 
so,  just  as  they  seem  to  have  lagged  in  adjusting 
taxable  values  to  mounting  fair  cash  value  in 
West  Roxbury." 

Summary. 

The  situation  may  be  summarized  somewhat  as 
follows: 

The  City  has  come  into  possession  of  hundreds 
of  acres  of  vacant  land  and  a  number  of  com- 
mercial buildings  by  foreclosure.  The  disposition 
of  this  land  and  the  management  of  these  buildings 
is  important  business  and  calls  for  competent 
administration.  There  is,  moreover,  need  of 
another  element  in  the  picture  which  has  not  been 
developed.  This  is  a  comprehensive  plan  for  the 
best  use  of  this  and  the  other  unused  land  owned 
by  the  City. 

Much  of  the  foreclosed  land  has  serious  limita- 
tions of  development,  but  practically  all  the  school 
land  is  excellent.  The  combined  holdings  of  the 
City  are  found  in  small  and  large  lots,  some  in 
deteriorated  surroundings,  some  in  the  undeveloped 
hinterland.  Moreover,  the  prospects  are  that 
much  more  property  will  fall  into  the  City's 
hands. 

The  City  is  confronted  with  a  tax  base  which 
has  been  shrinking,  except  in  a  few  of  the  upper 
wards,  since  1930,  and  the  failure  of  downtown 
real  estate  to  carry  its  traditional  proportion  of 
the  tax  load  is  throwing  an  increasing  load  on 
these  few  wards.  The  flight  of  the  middle  and 
high-income  population  and  business  to  the 
suburbs  cannot  be  stopped,  indeed,  will  increase 
in  the  next  decade.  The  real  estate  situation, 
therefore,  is  approaching  an  impasse,  and  every 
avenue  of  alleviation  should  be  explored. 

Several  partial  studies,  such  as  the  study  of 
downtown  Boston  by  the  Urban  Land  Institute, 
have  been  made.  The  latest  general  study  of  real 
estate  in  Massachusetts  by  a  legislative  research 
commission  and  published  in  1945  offers  small 
hope  of  rejuvenation  in  the  real  estate  business. 
It  would  be  rash,  therefore,  to  attempt  to  give  a 
definite  answer  to  this  riddle.  Some  specific  steps, 
however,  may  be  indicated  which  lie  within  the 
City's  province  and  which  tie  together  property 
which  the  City  owns  or  will  own  and  the  general 
land  picture  throughout  the  City. 

1.  The  City  must  take  stock.  In  order  to 
view  the  situation  as  a  whole  and  as  a  basis  for 
predicating  a  policy,  a  large-scale  map  showing 
location  and  type  and  size  of  all  foreclosed  and 
unused  property  should  be  made. 

2.  Master  plans  for  recreation,  housing,  high- 
ways, school  buildings,  and  other  uses  should  be 
completed,  to  determine  the  best  use  of  this  land 
and  what  parcels  to  hold  for  these  purposes. 

3.  Foreclosed  parcels  which  are  to  be  sold 
should  be  listed  and  classified  along  the  lines  of 
suitability  and  customer  interest. 

4.  A  land  use  and  zoning  study  to  determine 
the  changed  picture  during  the  last  twenty  years 
should  be  made  and  plans  for  new  uses  deter- 
mined where  indicated. 

5.  Determination  of  how  best  to  dispose  of 
or  promote  the  large  tracts  in  the  undeveloped 
sections  where  new  building  must  take  place 
should  be  made.  In  anticipation  of  the  benefits 
to  be  derived  under  the  Wagner-Ellender-Taft 
bill,  suitable  lands  looking  to  the  assembly  of 
land  and  redevelopment  of  blighted  areas  should 
be  made. 

6.  Many  studies  have  been  made  and  other 
started  in  the  field  of  assessing  methods.     It  is 
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ad  implement 
a    the   light    of    the    valuation 
tern. 

B  contemplates    the 

tion  of  man     -  -      shifts  in  popula- 

tion have  brought  in  their  wake  the  need  for 
relocated  recreation  space  and  public  buildings 
■   ing  sen-ices  to  the  district.     In  the  light 
banged  conditions  possible  uses  of  City- 
med  land  shi  iu-d.    All  these  should 

-    ely  planned,  how 
S.      rhe  possibilities  of  exchanging  presently 
owned,    or    to    be    acquired,    parcels    for    other 
parcels  to  carry  out  the  plans  referred  to  should 
Lie  investigated. 

In  the  establishment  of  the  Real  Estate  Depart- 
ment and  in  the  subsequent  evolution  of  it  to  the 
form  of  organization  which  now  otitic 

pattern  was  apparently  never  in  the  minds  of  its 
creators.     It   began   with  a  City  employee  whose 
it  became  to  keep  record  of  parcels  acquired 
by  tax  sureai  sell  or  leas     is  the  Mayor 

and  City  Council  authorized.     The  next  step,  the 
-nation  of  an  employee  by  the  exact   title  of 
Stodian  of  Foreclosed    Real  Estate."  was  mo- 
tivated simply  by  a  desire  to  eliminate  the  City 
Council  from  the  control. 

Since  that  change  the  department  has  had  a  rapid 
growth.  Long  ago  its  responsibilities  had  greatly 
[scientific  organization  and  limited 
practices.  When  attempt  was  made  to  work  out 
by  legislation  a  proper  organization  of  it.  and  to 
obtain  intelligent  operation,  again  a  shortsighted 
3nd  narrow  view  of  its  place  in  municipal  govern- 
ment defeated  the  effort. 

The  third  step  in  its  evolution  to  its  present  state 
therefore,  accomplished  little  more  than  the  second. 
ft  simply  gave  the  custodian  the  standing  of  a 
department  head  with  a  higher  salary,  provided 
that  two  members  of  the  board  of  which  he  had 
become  chairman  would  have  a  little  power,  and 
two  others  —  members  by  reason  of  holding  other 
City  positions  —  would  have  a  iittle  less.  At  the 
present  time  it  is  difficult  to  realize  the  limitations 
in  authority  of  each. 

.Sooner  or  later  the  Real  Estate  Department  must 
become  a  modern  real  estate  office  engaged  in  operat- 
ing parcels  of  which  the  City  should  still  retain 
possession,  and  of  getting  back  other  parcels  into 
taxable  ownership  as  far  as  possible.  It  must  spend 
time  in  study  to  determine  what  the  City  could 
properly  do  to  enhance  the  salability  of  many  of  the 
parcels,  such  as  land  clearance  and  site  preparation, 
particularly  those  in  the  outlying  areas. 

The  staff  at  present  is  overwhelmingly  a  steno- 
graphic staff.  The  number  of  its  investigative 
employees  diminished  while  its  responsibilities 
multiplied.  That  is  the  reason  so  many  important 
tasks  which  should  have  been  accomplished  have 
not  even  been  attempted. 

The  wholesetup  of  the  department  needs  revamp- 
ing.     If   a   board   is   to   control  it,  responsibility 
Id  be  devided  equally  among  its  members.    The 
nature  of  its  organization  should  be  motivated  by 
the  real  duties  when  fully  realized.     Obviously  it 
needs  more  staff;  specifically,  it  needs   engineers, 
and  it  needs  other  kinds  of  assistance  which  can  be 
supplied  by  persons  of  ordinary  intelligence.     The 
duties  of  the   latter   would  be  sometimes   investi- 
gative, sometimes  light  office  clerical  work,  some- 
ssenger  work. 
Nevertheless,  to  obtain  that  new  help  does  not 
ire  the  appointment  of  another  group  of  new 
City  employees.   The  other  City  departments,  many 
of   them,   can   release  to   the   Real   Estate   Board 
all  the  non-engineering  help  it  needs.    This  would 
furnish  an  opportunity  to  derive  some  municipal 
benefit  from  many  on  the  City  pay  roll  who  are  not 
now  sufficiently  employ 

Furthermore,  from  among  the  1G0  engineers  now 

through   various  departments,   the   Real 

ould  be  able  to  recruit  all  the 

engineering    help    i;    needs.      The    City    Planning 

tain  from  this  reservoir  the  engi- 
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f  plans  and  controls  needed  to  de 

mine  i  -owned  land  :;nd  to  further 
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Respectfully  submitted, 
Edward  F.  JIili.e.v,  Chair  man, 
Alexan'deb  Wheeler. 
Leo  J.  I) 
Fbederii  k   Deane, 

ROB1  IFF, 

(Appendix  Tabl  196-197.) 


PETITIONS    REFERRED. 

The  following  petitions  were  received  and  re- 
ferred to  the  committees  named,  viz.: 

Claims. 

John  Dundcrdale,  for  compensation  for  damage 
to  car  caused  by  an  alleged  defect  in  Western 
aven 

.John  P.  Fitzgerald,  for  compensation  for  damage 
to  property  at  T.'i  Fen  avenue,  caused  by  broken 
water  pipe. 

Rebecca  Oilman,  to  lie  reimbursed  for  expenses 
incurred  in  digging  and  repairing  leaks  at  31 
Hosmer  street.  Mattapan. 

Maitha  L.  Hamilton,  for  compensation  for  in- 
-  caused  by  an  alleged  defect  at  55  Green 
street. 

Beatrice  Harris,  for  compensation  for  injuries 
and  damage  to  clothing  caused  by  an  alleged 
defect  at  305  Talbot  avenue. 

Massachusetts  Rlate  Glass  Insurance  Company, 
for  compensation  for  damage  to  plate  glass  at  134 
Beach  street,  caused  by  snow  removal  truck. 

Frances  Miller,  for  compensation  for  injuries 
caused  by  an  alleged  defect  in  Norway  street. 

Tasia  Orphanos,  for  compensation  for  damage  to 
car  by  police  car. 

Thomas  W.  .Smith,  for  compensation  for  injuries 
caused  by  an  alleged  defect  at  Massachusetts  ave- 
nue and  Boylston  street. 

John  Walsh,  for  refund  on  pedler's  license. 

Committee  on  Licenses. 
Petition  for  driveway  openings:  Automotive  Dis- 
tributors. Inc.,  at  445  Cambridge  street,  Allston. 


PERMITS   FOR    MINORS    TO   APPEAR. 

Petitions  for  children  to  appear  at  places  of 
public  amusement  were  received  as  follows: 

Skating  Club  of  Boston,  Skating  Club  Hall, 
April  26,  27  and  28. 

Esther  Lyons  Ware.  Jordan  Hall,  May  31. 

Dorothy  M.  Wright,  Recital  Hall,  June  10. 

Permits  granted  under  usual  conditions. 


APPROVAL   OF   BOND. 

The  bond  of  Massachusetts  Bonding  and  Insur- 
ance Company  submitted  by  Hamid  N.  Bey  (peti- 
tion for  local  transient  vendor's  license  at  New- 
England  Mutual  Hall  having  been  granted)  was 
received  and  approved. 


CONFERENCE   RE    STATIONARY   FIRE- 
MEN'S   STRIKE. 

Coun.  LINEHAN  offered  the  following: 
Ordered,  That  his  Honor  the  Mayor  be  requested 
to  arrange  for  an  immediate  conference  between 
the  members  of  the  Boston  Housing  Authority  and 
the  duly  designated  representatives  of  the  Sta- 
tionary Firemen's  Union  in  order  that  a  quick  and 
equitable  settlement  might  be  made  of  the  wage 
problem  affecting  firemen  in  the  various  projects. 

Coun.  LINEHAN— Mr.  President,  it  has  been 
called  to  my  attention  by  many  tenants  in  the  Old 
Harbor  Village  Project  in  my  district,  which 
comes  under  the  jurisdiction  of  the  Boston  Housing 
Authority,  that  the  stationary  firemen  working 
in  that  particular  project,  as  well  as  the  stationary 
firemen  in  all  the  other  projects  under  the  jurisdic- 
tion of  the  Boston  Housing  Authority,  have  gone 
on  strike  as  a  result  of  a  disagreement  between 
them  or  their  duly  authorized  agents  and  tin- 
members  of  the  Boston  Housing  Authority.  At 
this  time  I  would  like  to  give  the  members  of 
the  Council  a  few  statistics  which  prove  to  me 
lis  one  member  of  this  Body  that  this  strike 
certainly  should  be  adjusted  quickly,  not  only 
for  the  benefit  of  the  workingmen,  the  stationary 
firemen,  but  for  the  many  people  who  live  through- 
out the  projects  which  are  heated  by  means  of 
coal.  We  all  know  it  is  very  cold  out  today. 
It  is  not  a  warm  day.  As  a  result  of  the  cold 
weather  we  find  that  children  in  the  Old  Harbor 
Village,  and  other  projects  which  are  heated  by 
coal,  are  in  the  position  of  contracting  pneumonia 

(Continued  on  page  108.) 
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CONFERENCE  RE  STATIONARY  FIRE- 
MEN'S  STRIKE. 
(Continued  from  page  195.) 

and  other  diseases  as  a  result  of  lack  of  heat.  Now 
I  have  been  informed  through  reliable  sources 
that  the  following  mechanics  have  been  granted 
an  increase  by  the  members  of  the  Boston  Housing 
Authority  recently.  Just  how  recently  it  is,  I 
am  not  sure.  Take,  for  example,  the  steamfitters. 
They  received  an  increase  of  \1\  cents  per  hour, 
making  .$1,375  per  hour  they  receive  as  an  hourly 
rate.  The  electricians  received  an  increase  of 
17J  cents  per  hour,  making  also  a  rate  of  $1,375. 
The  plumbers  received  an  increase  of  17-J  cents, 
making  their  present  rate  $1.35  per  hour.  Then 
we  come  down  to  the  firemen.  What  do  we 
find  has  happened  there,  as  the  result  of  the 
actions  of  the  Boston  Housing  Authority  of 
which  I  was  a  former  member  not  so  many  months 
ago,  when  his  Honor  the  Mayor  saw  fit  not  to 
reappoint  me  to  that  position?  I  find  that  honor- 
able body,  with  a  laboring  man  as  its  chairman, 
has  granted  only  an  increase  of  11  cents  per  hour 
to  the  firemen,  making  an  hourly  total  of  $1.2375 
per  hour.  Now  I  certainly  do  not  want  to  attack 
the  Boston  Housing  Authority  too  much  in 
regard  to  the  matter.  But,  on  the  very  face  of 
things,  on  the  face  of  these  statistics,  it  does  not 
seem  to  be  consistent.  We  have  four  types  of 
mechanics  receiving  an  increase  of  17i  cents  per 
hour  and,  on  the  other  hand,  you  might  say  a 
fireman  is  a  type  of  mechanic.  He  deals  with 
the  lives  and  safety  of  the  men,  women  and 
children  that  live  throughout  the  projects  heated 
by  coal,  so  it  certainly  does  not  seem  to  be  fair 
to  me,  as  a  member  of  this  Honorable  Body  and 
as  a  past  member  of  the  Boston  Housing  Authority, 
that  they  should  not  grant  increases  to  one  group 
out  of  four  different  groups  of  mechanics  getting 
17i  cents  per  hour  increase  and,  discriminate 
against  another  type  of  high-class  worker,  the 
firemen,  giving  them  only  11  cents  per  hour. 
As  I  said  at  the  outset,  the  strike  is  on.  I  have 
been  told  there  is  no  heat  in  the  Old  Harbor  Village. 
I  imagine  it  is  true  of  other  projects  heated  by 
coal.  If  that  is  true,  there  is  no  question  but  that 
any  of  the  councilors  here  who  have  housing 
projects  in  their  districts  are  going  to  get  calls, 
and  I  do  not  blame  the  tenants  for  crying  for  heat. 
After  all,  they  are  charged  for  heat.  They 
certainly  should  get  it.  Now  I  am  not  saying 
anything  against  the  firemen.  I  realize  the  fact 
their  only  means  of  getting  more  than  11  cents 
per  hour  increase  is  by  the  use  of  a  strike.  That 
is  labor's  only  remedy,  you  might  say.  If  they 
do  not  get  what  they  want,  they  strike.  I  hope 
they  always  have  that  right  while  we  have  a 
democracy  here,  anyhow.  All  through  the 
years  you  have  heard  about  the  laborer  getting 
a  just  share  from  private  industry  and  how  the 
poor  laborers  attack  the  employer.  But,  when 
you  analyze  it  right  down,  if  it  was  not  by  the 
means  of  a  strike  we' would  not  have  our  so-called 
high  type  of  citizen  in  this  country.  With  the 
strike  we  have  had  good  citizens.  Laborers 
snowed  that  during  our  fight  with  the  enemy. 
As  a  result,  the  high  cost  of  living  is  gradually 
going  up.  Probably  within  six  months,  if  the 
O.  P.  A.  restrictions  are  lifted,  prices  will  really 
go  up.  That  is  private  business.  They  get 
whatever  the  traffic  will  bear.  Therefore,  they 
will  charge  whatever  they  can  get  from  the  con- 
sumer. If  they  are  regulated  by  O.  P.  A.,  they 
take  their  nylons  down  to  South  America  and 
other  countries  where  they  might  get  their  six 
dollars  a  pair  for  them.  If  there  are  those  of  us 
in  this  Body  who  might  think  —  and  I  do  not 
think  there  are  many  —  who  might  think  the 
firemen  are  wrong,  I  hope  they  will  realize  that 
they  are  using  their  only  means  of  getting  a 
living  wage  as  of  today.  Certainly  if  the  members 
of  the  Boston  Housing  Authority  saw  fit  to  raise 
those  other  types  of  mechanics  17|  cents  an  hour, 
then  they  should  have  raised  equally  the  salary 
on  the  hourly  rate  of  the  firemen.  This  order 
calls  for  having  his  Honor  the  Mayor  confer  with 
the  members  of  the  Boston  Housing  Authority 
and  duly  designated  union  officials,  to  get  together 
as  quickly  as  possible  and  try  to  iron  out  this 
situation,  not  solely  for  the  benefit  of  the  working- 
men  but  for  the  poor  children  and  mothers  and 
fathers  who  live  in  the  different  projects.  If 
government  itself  —  and  this  is  the  government 
of  the  City  of  Boston  —  if  government  itself  does 
not  give  a  living  wage  to  the  workingmen,  we 
cannot  expect  General   Motors   and   other   com- 


panies, other  private  companies,  to  give  better 
wages.  Why  should  we  in  government,  in  Con- 
gress, or  wherever  we  may  be,  expect  private 
industry  to  raise  the  present  hourly  rate  of  wages 
for  the  workingman  if  we  do  not  ourselves  pay 
the  workingman,  particularly  the  mechanics  who 
have  to  be  duly  qualified  and  pass  tests  to  secure 
their  positions?  Certainly  if  we  expect  private 
industry  to  do  it,  then  we  ourselves  in  government 
have  to  do  it.  Unfortunately,  the  Boston  Housing 
Authority  can  do  what  they  please  about  this 
matter.  It  is  just  like  his  Honor  the  Mayor  said, 
according  to  the  newspapers,  that  the  City  Council 
was  not  entitled  to  certain  information  which  I 
think  the  Council  is  entitled  to.  The  members 
of  the  Boston  Housing  Authority  as  a  result  of 
this  order,  if  the  Mayor  signs  it,  can  tell  us  they 
do  not  care  to  answer.  They  do  not  have  to  tell 
us  that.  They  can  refuse  to  answer.  They  can 
refuse  to  grant  a  conference  to  the  representatives 
of  the  firemen's  union.  But  if  they  do  that,  if 
they  refuse,  they  are  not  only  being  unfair  to  the 
workingmen,  the  firemen,  but  fundamentally 
and  primarily  the  ones  they  are  responsible  to, 
the  tenants,  to  whom  they  owe  a  duty  to  supply 
heat  under  their  contracts.  Now  I  did  not  suppose 
I  would  get  up  here  today  and  argue  as  much  as  I 
have  in  regard  to  this  matter  if  we  had  not  had 
this  action  which  the  members  of  the  Boston 
Housing  Authority  evidently  took  recently  when 
they  raised  the  salaries  17}  cents  an  hour  for 
the  steamfitters,  electricians,  plumbers  and 
carpenters.  On  the  other  hand,  they  discriminate 
against  the  firemen.  Why?  I  do  not  know. 
They  raised  their  wages  only  11  cents.  Unless 
they  think  that  the  firemen  can  live  on  less  than 
what  the  others  get,  and  of  course  that  is  absurd. 
I  sincerely  hope  his  Honor  the  Mayor  will  get  on 
the  ball  on  this  matter,  if  he  has  not  already  done 
so.  I  do  not  believe  in  writing  letters  to  his 
Honor  the  Mayor  asking  him  to  do  it.  I  like  to 
do  it  through  this  duly  established  Legislative 
Body,  as  he  calls  it,  where  I  have  a  right  to  get  up 
on  my  feet  and  talk  on  an  order.  I  think  this  is  a 
fair  order.  I  am  not  saying,  "Give  the  firemen 
17-|  cents."  I  sincerely  hope  the  Boston  Housing 
Authority  can  see  fit  to  raise  them  17§  cents 
and  go  along  with  all  the  other  mechanics.  In 
conclusion,  I  hope  the  President  of  this  Body  will 
send  this  order,  if  it  is  passed  by  this  Honorable 
Body,  forthwith  to  his  Honor  the  Mayor,  because 
time  is  of  the  essence,  as  they  say  in  law.  If 
we  wait  another  week,  the  people  in  the  projects 
might  be  without  heat.  If  his  Honor  the  Mayor, 
who  has  great  influence  over  some  of  the  members 
of  the  Boston  Housing  Authority,  calls  them 
into  a  conference,  he  might,  if  he  so  desires, 
request  them  to  confer  with  the  union  officials 
and  see  if  they  cannot  arrive  at  some  equitable 
solution.  I  hope  if  this  order  is  passed  the  Presi- 
dent of  the  Council  will  send  it  forthwith  to  his 
Honor  the  Mayor  without  further  ado. 

Coun.  COFFEY— Mr.  President,  I  want  to  add 
a  few  remarks  to  what  Councilor  Linehan  has  said. 
Bobbie  brought  to  light  the  fact  that  the  other 
mechanics  in  the  projects  received  a  greater 
increase  in  pa}'  than  the  firemen.  I  got  a  call  just 
before  the  meeting,  and  you  gentlemen  can  take 
it  for  what  it  is  worth.  Mr.  John  Carroll  refused 
to  sit  down  with  the  firemen,  refused  to  have  any 
dealings  whatsoever  with  the  firemen  or  their 
representatives.  If  that  is  true,  some  drastic 
measure  should  be  taken.  I  am  also  told  he  is 
considering  putting  38  new  men  on  in  place  of 
these  firemen.  If  he  does  that,  he  is  going  to 
make  one  big  mistake.  It  is  only  natural  all  the 
other  mechanics  and  even  laborers  or  anybody 
else  employed  by  the  Housing  Project  will  take  up 
the  side  of  the  firemen.  If  they  do  not,  we  will 
not  think  much  of  them.  We  know  that  instead 
of  having  38  firemen  out,  if  something  is  not  done 
and  done  today,  you  will  have  everybody  employed 
by  the  Boston  Housing  Authority  going  out  on 
strike,  They  have  to  stick  with  their  fellow 
workers.  That  is  only  natural.  I  hope  action  is 
taken  today.  If  Mr.  Carroll  made  the  statement 
that  he  at  no  time  woulel  consider  sitting  down 
with  any  representative  of  the  firemen's  union, 
then  I  think  some  drastic  action  should  be  taken 
against  Mr.  John  Carroll.  If  that  is  not  so,  I  hope 
his  Honor  the  Mayor  will  see  fit  to  take  some 
action  today.  Tonight  is  a  cold  night.  We  want 
heat  in  those  projects,  if  it  is  humanly  possible, 
tonight. 

The  order  was  passed,  under  suspension  of  the 
rule. 
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CITY     COUNCIL. 


INCREASE     OF     CERTAIN     SALARIES     IN 
BUILDING    DEPARTMENT. 

Conn.  IIANNON  :ind  FISH  offered  the 
following: 

Whereas,  Statistics  show  thai  the  cost  of  living 
has  increased  at  least  30  per  cent  during  the  pasl 
ih  v  years;  and 

Whereas,  Wages  and  salaries  in  the  building 
industry  have  been  adjusted  to  meet  this  increased 
cosi  of  living;  and 

Whereas,  Other  commonwealths  and  munici- 
palities have  established  a  higher  standard  of 
wages  and  salaries  for  their  employees;  and 

Whereas,  The  rate  of  pay  of  the  inspectors  of 
the  Building  Department  of  the  City  of  Boston 
has  no1  been  increased  in  nearly  twenty  years; 
then  fore  be  it 

Ordered,  That  his  Honor  the  Mayor  direct 
thai  the  salaries  of  the  inspectors  of  the  Building 
Department  be  increased  to  thirty-five  hundred 
dollars  ($3,500)  per  annum  and  that  the  salaries 
of  construction  engineers,  all  supervisors  and  all 
chiefs  of  divisions  of  the  Building  Department 
be  increased  to  four  thousand  dollars  ($4,000) 
per  annum. 

Coun.  .HANNON— Mr.  President,  following 
along  with  my  good  friend,  the  councilor  from 
Ward  7  (Coun.  Linehan).  I  am  happy  to  join  with 
1 1 i m  in  seconding  his  order  that  something  be  done 
for  the  firemen  in  the  housing  projects.  It  seems 
that  it  often  takes  a  great  catastrophe  to  present 
before  us  in  proper  form  a  certain  situation.  As  the 
councilor  well  said,  it  will  almost  take  a  strike  in 
order  to  insure  that  the  laboring  man  or  the  fireman 
in  the  public  housing  projects  receives  his  just 
dues.  So  the  other  day  when  we  were  all  shocked 
by  the  catastrophe  that  occurred  at  Belvidere 
street  in  which  eight  human  beings  lost  their  lives 
because  of  the  ravages  of  fire,  each  one  of  us  was 
faced  with  the  problem  of  trying  to  locate  the 
blame.  I  might  be  wrong.  It  seems  to  me  in 
the  last  few  years  Boston  has  suffered  far  more 
than  other  municipalities  through  the  ravages  of 
fire.  Practically  every  day  when  we  pick  up  the 
paper,  we  read  of  a  fire  or  the  destruction  of  a 
home.  It  seems  that  somebody  has  lost  his  life, 
and  not  always  the  occupants  of  the  house.  Even 
in  the  case  of  that  heroic  officer  who  went  in  there 
to  try  and  effect  a  rescue  of  the  people  who  were 
burned  to  death,  consumed  by  flames,  we  always 
figure  there  must  have  been  a  shortcoming  some- 
where. As  a  result  of  that  fire,  there  is  no  doubt 
about  it  in  anybody's  mind,  the  problems  and 
burdens  to  be  placed  upon  the  inspectors  in  the 
Building  Department  of  the  City  of  Boston  are 
going  to  be  increased  and  multiplied.  As  soon  as 
the  buildings  are  destroyed,  they  immediately  look 
to  see  if  there  was  proper  construction,  if  the 
building  laws  were  enforced.  Because  of  this  fact, 
I  made  it  my  business  to  go  over  to  the  Building 
Department  and  see  what  they  thought  con- 
tributed to  this  great  loss  of  life  in  the  destruction 
of  that  building  on  Belvidere  street.  Much  as  I 
was  interested  in  what  caused  the  destruction  of 
that  building,  I  was  really  astounded  to  find  out 
that  our  building  inspectors,  the  men  upon  whom 
we  place  probably  the  greatest  responsibility  in 
the  city,  receive  far  less  salary  than  most  of  the 
men  who  are  working  on  the  construction  of  the 
liuildings.  As  the  previous  speaker,  the  gentle- 
man from  Ward  7  (Coun.  Linehan)  said,  practically 
every  building  construction  man  has  received  a 
raise  in  salary  in  the  last  few  years,  and  yet  in , 
20  years  our  building  inspectors  have  not  received 
any  raise  in  pay.  We  ask  much  of  them,  even  to 
'-'i  t  the  job.  Practically  every  one  of  them  has  to 
be  a  man  with  a  college  degree  or  if  not  that,  he 
must  have  served  his  apprenticeship  and  worked 
his  way  up  through  the  building  trades.  He  must 
know  his  business.  We  send  him  out  there  to 
BUpervisi  the  ejection  and  construction  of  build- 
ing', which  run  into  millions  of  dollars.  Upon  this 
one  man  the  city  places  the  heavy  responsibility 
for  the  construction  of  a  building.  Then  through- 
out the  years  we  depend  upon  that  same  man  at 
that  same  paltry  salary  to  see  that  nothing  happens 
to  the  building  that  should  not.  happen  to  it.  He 
is  placed  in  charge  when  it  is  first  erected  and 
years  later  when  that  building  is  destroyed  or 
consumed  by  fire,  that  same  building  inspector  is 
called  before  big  superiors,  lie  is  asked  to  explain 
how  this  oi  that  particulai  thing  happened.  I 
think  thai  job  i^  worth  every  penny  we  can  give 
it.  We  demand  much.  We  should  give  some- 
thing in  return.     Public  service  men  of  every  type 


are  receiving  increases  in  salary.  Our  Inspectors 
in  the  Building  Department  are  grossly  underpaid. 
We  should  give  them  more.  How  much  more 
rests  with  the  authorities  other  than  the  Council. 
However,  I  think  each  councilor  here  will  admit, 
this,  from  now  on  because  of  the  fact  that  fires 
have  caused  the  death  of  so  niany  people,  because 
of  the  fact  that  fires  have  destroyed  so  much  tax- 
able property  in  the  city,  the  inspectors  in  the 
Building  Department  are  going  to  have  even 
greater  burdens  placed  upon  them.  We  are  going 
to  ask  more  of  them  in  the  future.  I  think  we 
should  take  the  first  step  and  give  them  something 
in  return. 

The  order  was  passed  under  suspension  of  the 
rule. 


NEW  FIREHOUSE,  NORTH    END. 

Coun.  RUSSO  offered  the  following: 

Ordered,  That  the  Commissioners  of  Foreclosed 
Real  Estate  be  requested,  through  his  Honor  the 
Mayor,  to  transfer  land  located  at  2§  Charter 
street,  390-394  Hanover  street  to  the  Fire  Depart- 
ment for  the  purpose  of  building  new  firehouse. 
and  remove  the  firehouse  on  Salem  street  and  house 
it  in  the  new  building. 

Coun.  RUSSO — Mr.  President,  in  the  last  five 
years  I  have  tried  to  remove  the  firehouse  which  is 
located  on  Salem  street  in  my  district.  We  all 
must  realize  and  visualize  that  Salem  street  is  a 
narrow  street  and  many  pedestrians  are  going 
through  that  street  day  in  and  day  out.  It  is  a 
business  section.  At  times  you  will  find  some  of 
the  pedlers  with  their  pushcarts  on  the  street. 
Naturally  it  is  very  dangerous  for  themselves  and 
for  the  Fire  Department  when  they  are  called,  to 
go  to  a  fire.  I  took  that  question  up  with  the 
former  Mayor  of  the  city,  now  our  Governor  Tobin. 
At  that  time  he  agreed  something  ought  to  be 
done  and  that  the  firehouse  should  be  removed. 
I  have  here  a  report  made  by  the  then  Fire  Com- 
missioner, Arthur  Reilly,  in  which  he  states  a  new 
fire  station  on  Hanover  street  to  accommodate  the 
area  around  Salem,  street  is  long  overdue.  I  be- 
lieve that  2\  Charter  street  and  390-394  Hanover 
street,  a  corner  section,  would  be  a  proper  place  to 
build  the  firehouse.  Although  nothing  serious  has 
happened  in  aJl  these  years  we  have  to  realize  that 
the  firehouse  was  built  in  1871.  That  is  many 
years  ago.  Before  something  disastrous  may 
happen ,  I  hope  that  the  Fire  Commissioner  and  the 
Commissioners  on  Foreclosed  Real  Estate  will  get 
together  and  see  that  a  firehouse  is  built  on  this 
particular  location.  As  I  said  before,  the  firemen 
of  Engine  8  deserve  the  highest  commendation  of 
everyone  for  their  splendid  work.  They  have  done 
very  well  in  all  these  years.  It  is  really  amazing 
how  they  can  get  in  and  out  of  such  a  narrow 
street  when  they  are  called  to  answer  calls  for  fires. 
I  therefore  hope  this  order  will  pass,  Mr.  President, 
and  that  immediate  action  will  be  taken.  I  also 
wish  to  bring  to  the  attention  of  his  Honor  the 
Mayor  that  adjacent  to  this  particular  parcel  of 
land  there  are  two  other  parcels,  384  and  388, 
which  I  believe  are  all  tax  title.  I  hope  that  the 
Corporation  Counsel  sees  fit  to  expedite  matters 
pertaining  to  the  taking  of  this  land  so  that  if  they 
need  this  additional  land  adjacent  to  this  property, 
they  could  very  well  build  a  large,  sizable  fire- 
house. The  land  in  question  now  on  Hanover  and 
Charter  streets  is  approximately  900  square  feet, 
more  than  what  they  have  at  the  present  time  on 
Salem  street.  I  therefore  hope,  Mr.  President, 
the  order  will  pass  and  immediate  action  will  be 
taken. 

The  order  was  passed  under  suspension  of  the 
rule. 


SURVEY    OF    APARTMENT    HOUSES. 

Coun.  CHASE  offered  the  following: 
Ordered,  That  the  Building  Commissioner  be 
requested,  through  his  Honor  the  Mayor,  to  make 
a  survey  of  apartment  houses  in  Boston  with  a 
view  to  determining  the  necessity  of  amending 
the  laws  so  as  to  provide  emergency  egress  in  the 
event  of  fire. 

Coun.  CHASE — Mr.  President,  there  are  many 
apartment  houses  in  the  Back  Bay  area  of  my 
district,  old  houses,  50  and  00  years  of  age.  They 
have  nothing  but  wooden  interiors  with  brick 
outside  shells.  These  apartment  houses  are  in 
many   instances   not   equipped   with    fire   escapes. 
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They  rightly  can  be  called  fire  traps.  I  think  in 
view  of  the  fire  which  took  place  on  Belvidere 
street  last  week,  the  municipal  authorities  should 
do  something  about  having  the  landlords  properly 
equip  these  houses  with  emergency  exits.  I  know 
many  large  apartment  houses  in  my  area  that 
house  over  100  tenants.  They  are  old  buildings. 
All  the  interior  is  constructed  of  wood.  No  one 
knows  what  would  happen  if  a  fire  was  to  take 
place  in  these  houses.  As  I  understand,  the  law 
today  calls  for  two  entrances.  But  in  my  opinion 
it  is  not  a  proper  law.  The  Belvidere  street  fire 
has  proved  it.  The  fire  on  Belvidere  street  took 
place  in  a  four-story  apartment,  a  wood  and  stone 
building,  with  a  wooden  interior,  and  with  no 
fire  escapes.  The  policeman  who  dashed  up  the 
stairway  to  give  warning  to  the  tenants  was 
trapped  upstairs  trying  to  get  out.  He  saw  he 
was  unable  to  go  down  the  burning  stairways. 
He  jumped  out  the  third-story  window,  I  believe, 
and  suffered  bad  injuries  to  the  extent  that  he 
died  as  a  result  of  them.  That  of  itself  is  evidence 
to  show  that  if  that  particular  building  had  fire 
escapes  on  it  at  least  the  policeman  would  have 
I  leen  saved.  He  would  not  have  found  it  necessary 
to  jump  from  the  third-story  window.  I  am 
going  to  request  that  this  particular  order  lie 
referred  to  the  Executive  Session.  I  move  that 
the  Building  Commissioner,  the  Fire  Commissioner 
and  the  Corporation  Counsel  be  called  in  to  discuss 
this  matter  with  the  Council.  I  think  it  is  very 
important  to  see  that  these  old  buildings  are 
properly  equipped  with  fire  escapes  or  other 
proper  emergency  exits. 

The  order  was  referred  to  the  Executive  Com- 
mittee. 


INFORMATION  AS  TO  EMPLOYEES  HIRED 
AND   DISCHARGED. 

Coun.  CHASE  offered  the  following: 

Whereas,  That  the  Boston  City  Council  in 
regular  meeting  assembled  passed  an  order  calling 
upon  the  Mayor  of  the  City  of  Boston  to  provide 
information  to  the  Council  as  to  the  number  of 
employees  hired  and  discharged  since  the  first  of 
the  year  1946;  and 

Whereas,  His  Honor  the  Mayor  has  in  real 
Hitler  fashion  refused  to  give  the  Council  the  in- 
formation sought  on  the  grounds  that  it  pertained 
to  the  executive  branch  of  the  government;  and 

Whereas,  The  Council  feels  that  it  is  entitled  to 
this  information  through  the  power  conferred  upon 
it  in  sections  7  and  8  of  the  city  charter,  therefore 
be  it   . 

Resolved,  That  the  Boston  City  Council  in 
regular  meeting  assembled  hereby  respectfully 
requests  the  Attorney-General  of  the  Common- 
wealth, the  chief  law  enforcement  officer  of  the 
Commonwealth,  to  give  the  Boston  City  Council 
an  interpretation  of  sections  7  and  8  of  the  Boston 
city  charter. 

Coun.  LINEHAN— Mr.  President,  a  point  of 
parliamentary  inquiry.  Can  I  submit  at  this  time 
an  order  quite  similar  to  that  of  Councilor  Chase 
which  I  think  should  be  discussed  at  the  same  time 
so  we  will  do  away  with  much  repetition  later  on  in 
the  afternoon,  if  it  is  all  right  with  Councilor 
Chase? 

President  KELLY— Well,  if  there  are  two 
similar  orders,  councilor,  we  cannot  pass  upon  two 
similar  orders. 

Coun.  LINEHAN — I  might  say  for  your  infor- 
mation and  that  of  the  clerk,  my  order  requests  the 
Boston  Law  Department  for  a  legal  opinion  in 
regard  to  this  matter. 

President  KELLY — Did  you  want  to  amend? 
That  would  be  perfectly  in  order  after  Councilor 
Chase's  order,  if  that  is  the  way  it  is  worded. 

Coun.  LINEHAN — May  I  bring  this  now  and 
present  it,  submit  it  now,  and  let  Councilor  Chase 
talk  on  his  order?  That  is  a  point  of  parliamentary 
inquiry. 

President  KELLY — You  can  submit  it  now,  but 
I  will  hold  it  in  abeyance  until  Councilor  Chase  is 
through.     Then  I  will  be  glad  to  receive  it. 

Coun.  CHASE— Mr.  President,  the  City 
Council  last  week  passed  on  order  requesting 
that  his  Honor  the  Mayor  furnish  certain  infor- 
mation which  we  are  entitled  to.  This  is  the 
second  time  his  Honor  the  Mayor  has  seen  fit  to 
defy  the  Boston  City  Council  and  not  give  infor- 
mation which  they  were  properly  entitled  to 
receive.  I  think,  Mr.  President,  that  we  all  will 
agree  that  at  least  his  Honor  the  Mayor  should 


comply  with  the  law.  As  I  see  it,  the  law  is  quite 
specific  on  it  in  the  Boston  city  charter. 

Coun.   KINSELLA— Mr.   President. 

President  KELLY — For  what  purpose  does  the 
gentleman    rise? 

Coun.  KINSELLA — To  raise  a  point  of  order. 

President  KELLY — State  your  point  of  order. 

Coun.  KINSELLA — Has  it  been  a  custom  for 
the  Chair  to  refer  to  Rules  without  debate? 

President  KELLY — Not  all  resolutions. 
Resolutions  that  do  not  have  a  bearing  on  the 
city  business  are  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
Rules    without   debate. 

Coun.  KINSELLA — I  do  not  mean  to  shut 
off  Councilor  Chase.  It  is  not  my  purpose.  I 
want  to  adhere  to  the  rule.  Since  he  is  seeking  an 
opinion  from  the  constitutional  officer  of  the 
Commonwealth,  then  it  is  my  opinion  that  this 
properly  should  be  referred  to  Rides.  He  is 
making  this  Commonwealth  business  and  not 
city  business. 

President  KELLY— The  Chair  feels  this  order 
is  in  order.  I  am  going  to  refer  the  order  to  the 
Executive  Committee  when  Councilor  Chase  gets 
through. 

Coun.  CHASE — Mr.  President,  in  view  of  the 
fact  that  his  Honor  the  Mayor  has  seen  fit  to  defy 
the  City  Council  in  not  giving  it  information 
which  it  is  entitled  to  legally  under  the  charter, 
I  see  no  other  course  for  the  City  Council  other 
than  to  take  an  appeal  to  the  chief  law  enforcement 
officer  of  the  Commonwealth  to  give  us  an  inter- 
pretation of  it  so  that  in  the  future  his  Honor  the 
Mayor  will  not  act  in  this  Hitler-like  fashion. 
We  were  elected  by  the  public  to  represent  them 
in  the  Council  branch  of  the  government.  We 
are  just  as  important  to  the  municipal  government 
as  his  Honor  the  Mayor.  We  are  here  to  act  as  a 
check  on  his  Honor  the  Mayor.  We  are  entitled 
to  receive  all  the  information  which  will  enable  us 
to  exercise  our  privilege.  Now,  Mr.  President, 
section  6  of  the  Boston  city  charter,  which  is  the 
authority  given  to  us  by  the  Massachusetts 
Legislature,  is  quite  specific. 

Coun.  HANNON— Mr.  President,  a  point  of 
order. 

President  KELLY — State  your  point  of  order. 

Coun.  HANNON — I  wonder  if  the  gentleman 
is  right.  I  wonder  if  it  is  section  6.  I  think  it  is 
section  7. 

President  KELLY — I  think  it  is  neither  6  nor  7; 
it  is  section  8. 

Coun.  HANNON — Mr.  President,  a  point  of 
order. 

President  KELLY — State  your  point  of  order. 

Coun.  HANNON— Will  the  City  Clerk  furnish 
us  with  copies  of  the  city  charter?  It  is  section 
7-  in  mine. 

President  KELLY— The  City  Messenger  will 
get  copies  of  Document  No.  47  of  1942. 

Coun.  CHASE — Mr.  President,  the  point  is 
well  taken.  I  should  have  said  section  7  of  the 
city    charter. 

Coun.  HANNON— Mr.  President,  a  point  of 
order. 

President  KELLY — State  your  point  of  order. 

Coun.  HANNON — So  long  as  we  agree  on 
section  7,  I  do  not  think  we  need  copies  of  the 
charter. 

President  KELLY — Let  us  wait  a  minute.  I 
have  sent  for  the  copies  of  the  charter.  The  Chair 
is  to  be  corrected.  It  is  section  7.  It  makes  no 
difference  as  to  the  section.     It  is  the  content. 

Coun.  CHASE — We  have  a  long  term  yet  to 
serve  with  his  Honor  the  Mayor.  I  think  the 
time  has  come  for  us  to  let  him  know  that  we 
intend  to  exercise  our  authority  as  given  to  us  by 
the  Legislature  and  that  we  expect  him  to  co- 
operate with  us  in  the  manner  which  the  Legis- 
lature has  provided.  I  see  no  reason,  Mr.  Presi- 
dent, why  his  Honor  the  Mayor  should  deny 
giving  the  City  Council  information  which  it 
sought,  through  the  medium  of  the  order  introduced 
last  week.  It  was  a  simple  request.  We  were 
entitled  to  the  information.  I  hope,  Mr.  President, 
his  Honor  the  Mayor  in  the  future  will  see  fit  to 
fully  comply  with  the  law.  In  order  to  prevent 
him  from  denying  us  the  information  which  we  are 
legally  entitled  to,  I  think  it  is  only  proper  at  this 
time  that  the  Council  should  get  this  interpretation 
not  from  the  Law  Department,  the  head  of  which 
he  hag  unfortunately  appointed,  but  from  the  chief 
law  enforcement  officer  of  the  Commonwealth,  the 
Attorney-General.  I  think  the  Attorney-General 
will  interpret  this  law  in  an  unbiased  manner  in 
advising  the  Council  as  to  the  true  legal  interpre- 
tation of  it.     Then,  Mr.  President,  in  the  future, 
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his  Honoi  the  Mayor  will  not  try  in  wiggle  out  of 
giving  information  to  the  Council  to  which  we  are 
legally  entitled. 

Coun.  KINSELLA — 1  was  reluctant  to  inter- 
rupt Councilor  Chase  a  second  time,  but  if  Coun- 
cilor Chase  feels  that  section  7  is  the  authority, 
then  there  is  nothing  mentioned  here  that  gives 
the  authority.  He  says  that  tlio  Attorney  -( iciural 
should  handle  it.  I  would  like  to  read  section  7, 
Mr.  President.     It  saj  s: 

"The  City  Council  at  any  time  may  request, 
from  the  Mayor  specific  information  on  any 
municipal  matter  within  its  jurisdiction,  and 
may  request  his  presence  to  answer  written 
questions  relating  thereto  at  a  meeting  to  be 
held  not  earlier  than  one  week  from  the  date 
of  the  receipt  of  said  questions,  in  which  case 
the  Mayor  shall  personally,  or  through  a  head 
of  a  department  or  a  member  of  a  board,  attend 
such  meeting  and  publicly  answer  all  such 
questions.  The  person  so  attending  shall  not 
be  obliged  to  answer  questions  relating  to  any 
other  matter.  The  Mayor  at  any  time  may 
attend  and  address  the  City  Council  in  person 
or  through  the  head  of  a  department,  or  a 
member  of  the  board,  upon  such  subject  as  he 
may  desire." 

Job  giving  or  firing  is  not  within  the  jurisdiction 
of  the  Boston  City  Council.  We  all  know  that 
the  department  heads  appoint  and  the  Mayor 
confirms.  If  section  7  is  the  foundation  for  the 
councilor's  request,  as  an  attorney  I  can  say  that 
the  councilor  might  readily  accept  the  limitation 
as  final.  Hiring  and  firing  is  not  within  the  juris- 
diction of  the  Boston  City  Council,  according  to 
the  charter. 

Coun.  LINEHAN— Will  the  gentleman  yield  for 
a  question? 

Coun.  KINSELLA — I  am  all  through,  but  I  will 
answer  a  question. 

Coun.  LINEHAN— I  would  like  to  ask  the 
gentleman  from  Charlestown  if  he  does  not  think 
when  the  City  Council  appropriates  money  for 
employees,  the  City  Councilors  are  entitled  to 
information  as  to  whether  that  money  is  being 
spent  as  it  was  appropriated?  It  would  seem  to 
me  this  has  a  bearing  on  that  fact.  I  would  like 
to  have  the  gentleman  from  Charlestown  (Coun. 
Kinsella)  answer  the  question  if  he  will. 

Coun.  KINSELLA — Mr.  President,  our  function 
here  as  appropriators  of  money  is  a  distinct  func- 
tion from  the  hiring  or  discharge  of  employees. 
After  we  appropriate  the  money,  the  hiring  of 
employees  is  strictly  within  the  terms  of  the 
department  head  with  the  approval  of  the  Mayor. 
While  there  is  a  relationship  between  any  tw,o 
sections  of  the  charter,  one  with  the  other,  or  be- 
tween any  one  section  and  all  the  other  sections, 
there  is  not  such  a  close  relationship  as  authorizes 
us  to  pass  upon  employment  even  though  we  pass 
on  appropriations.  That  is  an  administrative 
function.  I  do  not  know  if  that  is  satisfactory 
to  Councilor  Linehan.  We  are  definitely  barred 
out  by  the  provisions  of  section  7  since  we  know 
we  do  not  appoint  and  do  not  discharge.  There- 
fore, it  is  obvious  that  this  piece  of  municipal 
business  does  not  come  within  our  jurisdiction. 

Coun.  LINEHAN— Will  the  gentleman  yield 
for  another  question? 

Coun.  MUCHNICK— Mr.  President. 

President  KELLY — Councilor  Muchnick. 

Coun.  MUCHNICK— Mr.  President,  on  March 
1 1  of  this  year  I  filed  an  order  which  asked  that  the 
Mayor  give  us  the  information  concerning  which 
Councilor  Linehan,  I  believe  it  was,  filed  a  similar 
order  last  week.  I  would  like  to  know,  through 
the  Chair,  before  continuing,  whether  that  order, 
once  it  was  passed,  was  ever  acted  upon  by  the 
Mayor. 

President  KELLY — I  am  informed  there  was 
no  replv  received. 

Coun.  MUCHNICK— Mr.  President,  I  have 
waited  approximately  five  weeks  merely  because 
I  thought,  it  was  the  gentlemanly  thing  to  do,  to 
give  the  Mayor's  office  a  chance  to  get.  whatever 
information  he  had  to  get  together  in  order  to  sub- 
mit it  to  us.  It  seems  to  me  that  the  failure  on 
lli'-  part  of  the  Mayor's  office  to  act  courteously 
in  reply  to  this  order  of  mine  on  March  11  and  then 
this  week  even  more  discourteously  by  a  flat  refusal 
to  (rive  the  information  based  on  the  request  made 
b\  Councilor  Linehan  last  week  is  something  which 
we  not  merely  as  individuals  but  as  public  officials 
elected  by  our  own  districts  should  not  stand  for, 
if  there  is  any  way  in  which  it  can  be  avoided.  I 
have  not  made  an  examination  of  section  7  in  the 


minute  detail  that  the  councilor  from  Ward  2 
(Coun.  Kinsella)  has  made  as  to  whether  it  is  legal 
for  us  to  get  information  from  the  Attorney- 
General  or  from  the  Law  Department,  but  it 
seems  to  me  we  ought  to  do  something.  If  it  is 
not  legal  for  the  Attorney-General  to  give  us  this 
information,  I  am  sure  he  will  tell  us  so  very 
quickly  and  in  a  manner  that  will  not  leave  any- 
thing to  the  imagination.  If  it  is  proper  for  the 
Law  Department  to  give  us  the  information,  I  am 
sure  from  our  Law  Department  regardless  of  by 
whom  it  was  appointed,  we  will  get  an  impartial 
opinion  as  to  our  rights  under  this  section.  But  it 
seems  to  me  something  should  be  done  regardless 
of  whether  it  is  done  through  a  city  agency  or  a 
state  agency. 

Coun.  BAYLEY — I  disagree  strongly  with  the 
gentleman  from  Ward  2  (Coun.  Kinsella).  The 
order  which  was  passed  by  the  City  Council  last 
week  and  which  was  filed  by  the  estimable  gentle- 
man from  Ward  7  (Coun.  Linehan)  provides  that 
the  Auditor  and  the  Budget  Commissioner  appear 
before  the  next  meeting  of  the  City  Council  and 
advise  the  number  of  temporary  and  permanent 
employees  of  the  City  of  Boston  eliminated  and 
dropped,  and  the  number  of  permanent  and 
temporary  employees  added  to  the  pay  roll  of  the 
City  of  Boston.  Now,  this  is  not  a  question 
of  firing  and  hiring  employees.  It  is  a  question 
of  how  many  employees  we  have  in  the  City  of 
Boston,  how  many  have  been  dropped,  how  many 
added.  We  cannot  reach  a  proper  solution  of  the 
budget  question  which,  after  all,  is  one  of  the 
most  important  functions  of  the  Council,  we 
cannot  reach  a  proper  decision  on  whether  the 
budget  should  be  increased  or  not,  if  we  do  not 
know  how  many  employees  there  are  in  each 
department.  We  have  been  refused  that  infor- 
mation. That  request  was  certainly  quite  proper 
under  section  7.  This  is  a  municipal  matter 
within  its  jurisdiction.  It  does  not  pertain  to 
whether  we  will  hire  or  fire  employees.  We  have 
no  right  under  the  charter  to  do  that.  I  feel 
strongly  as  do  the  distinguished  gentlemen  from 
Ward  7  (Coun.  Linehan)  and  Ward  14  (Coun. 
Muchnick)  that  we  are  entitled  to  the  information. 
We  are  elected  to  do  a  job.  We  have  a  right  to 
ask  the  Mayor  for  such  information.  He  has  the 
duty  to  furnish  it  for  us.  We  should  ask  the  Law 
Department  if  we  can  be  assured  we  may  receive 
a  prompt  reply.  I  know  if  we  ask  the  Attorney- 
General's  office  we  would  receive  a  prompt  and 
efficient  reply.  Perhaps  we  should  wait  and  ask 
the  Law  Department  first.  I  am  in  accord  with 
the  position  taken  by  my  fellow  councilors.  I 
wish  to  commend  them  for  their  action  and  the 
stand  which  they  have  taken  today. 

Coun.  HANNON — Mr.  President,  for  many 
years  now  I  have  been  in  politics  and  for  many 
years  I  have  tried  to  hold  myself  aloof  from  this  and 
that  attack  of  being  a  spokesman  for  somebody. 
I  have  always  endeavored  to  be  a  spokesman  for 
the  people  who  sent  me  here,  the  people  of  Ward 
13.  I  have  always  tried  to  be  zealous  of  the 
power  conferred  upon  the  members  in  the  particular 
body  to  which  I  belong.  For  that  reason  some- 
times you  get  yourself  in  Dutch.  Many  times 
3'our  actions  are  misconstrued,  not  merely  as.  a 
Democrat  but  even  as  a  Republican.  Now,  in 
this  particular  case,  I  think  that  the  gentleman 
from  Ward  7  (Coun.  Linehan)  was  perfectly 
correct  in  asking  for  the  information  in  the  order 
of  last  week.  However,  instead  of  placing  the 
blame  on  this  one  or  that  one  in  the  city,  I  think 
that  anybody  with  a  fair  mind  knows  right  well 
where  the  blame  belongs.  It  belongs  up  in  the 
Legislature  where  the  worthy  member  from 
Ward  4  (Coun.  Chase)  has  held  sway  for  many 
years.  In  order  to  get  at  the  root  of  this  matter, 
it  is  necessary  to  go  back  into  the  history  of  the 
time  when  the  charter  for  the  City  of  Boston  was 
changed.  We  know  full  well  at  that  particular 
time  the  Republicans  on  Beacon  Hill  encircled 
and  entwined  the  City  of  Boston  with  so  much 
rope  with  which  the  city  might  choke  itself  that 
the  city  has  never  been  able  to  emerge.  Last 
year,  I,  myself,  went  up  to  the  Legislature  and 
tried  to  present  petitions,  resolutions  and  orders 
which  might  give  to  the  Council  some  of  the  powers 
the  Council  was  intended  to  have  when  it  was 
first  inaugurated.  We  received  no  help  up  there 
from  the  Republican  members  who  might  be 
members  of  the  City  Council,  too.  We  received 
no  help  from  the  Republican  membership  of  the 
City  Council  who  might  have  influence  up  there 
or  feel  that  they  have  influence  up  there  when 
other   matters   are   before   the  Legislature.     This 
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problem  here  is  simply  another  example  of  the 
looseness  of  our  charter.  You  know  right  well 
it  is  merely  a  dilatory  and  delaying  tactic  to  ask 
the  Law  Department  or  ask  the  Attorney-General's 
office  for  an  interpretation  of  this  charter.  The 
gentleman  from  Ward  4  (Coun.  Chase)  is  an 
attorney.  The  gentleman  from  Ward  5  (Coun. 
Bayley)  is  an  attorney.  The  gentleman  from 
Ward  7  (Coun.  Linehan)  is  an  attorney.  The 
gentleman  from  Ward  14  (Coun.  Muchnick  is  an 
attorney.  I  am  an  attorney.  What  are  we 
going  to  do,  pass  the  buck  to  some  other  attorney? 
The  gentleman  from  Ward  12  (Coun.  Cook)  is  an 
attorney,  too.  If  we  run  into  difficulties,  we 
refer  it  to_  him.  This  is  not  a  question  of  the 
interpretation  of  the  charter.  Anyone  of  the  six 
or  seven  of  us  here  who  are  members  of  the  bar 
could  read  over  this  charter  and  I  am  certain 
each  one  of  us  would  reach  the  same  conclusions 
relative  to  its  interpretation.  You  know  the 
reason  behind  this.  The  fact  is  if  we  went  up  to 
the  Attorney-General,  a  Republican,  to  get  an 
opinion  from  him,  what  could  he  tell  us?  The 
best  he  can  give  us  in  the  way  of  an  opinion  is 
that  we  are  entitled  to  the  information.  We  agree 
with  that  before  we  start  off.  Each  one  of  us 
here  feels  and  knows  that  he  is  entitled  to  the 
information.  But  if  we  do  not  get  the  infor- 
mation, what  can  we  do  about  it?  We  cannot  do  a 
thing  because  in  the  charter  that  was  drawn  up  by 
our  Republican  brethren  they  left  out  every  power 
that  the  City  Council  ever  had.  So  if  the  Mayor 
or  anybody  else  will  not  give  us  the  information, 
there  is  no  power  in  the  charter  by  which  we  can 
compel  it.  It  merely  says  here  we  may  ask  for 
the  information. 

Coun.  CHASE — Will  the  gentleman  yield? 

Coun.  HANNON— Certainly. 

Coun.  CHASE — Does  the  Attorney-General  have 
authority  to  enforce  the  laws  of  Massachusetts? 

Coun.  HANNON: — The  answer  is  yes. 

Coun.  CHASE— Could  the  Attorney-General 
enforce  the  laws  stated  in  the  city  charter? 

Coun.  HANNON — The  answer  is  yes. 

Coun.  CHASE — Then  we  could  get  the 
information. 

Coun.  HANNON — The  answer  is  no. 

Coun.  CHASE — We  can  enforce  the  law. 

Coun.  HANNON — The  law  merely  says  the 
City  Council  from  time  to  time  may  request 
specific  information  from  the  Mayor.  We  have 
requested.  It  does  not  say  here  that  the  in- 
formation must  be  given. 

Coun.  CHASE— Will  the  gentleman  yield  for  a 
question? 

Coun.  KINSELLA— Mr.  President. 

President  KELLY — Councilor  Hannon,  will  you 
yield  for  one  more  question? 

Coun.  HANNON — I  would  be  happy  to. 

President  KELLY — One  more  question,  and 
then  I  will  recognize  Councilor  Kinsella. 

Coun.  CHASE — Isn't  the  office  of  the  Attorney- 
General,  as  the  chief  law  enforcement  officer,  to  see 
that  the  laws  are  enforced? 

Coun.  HANNON— Yes. 

Coun.  KINSELLA— May  I  ask  a  question? 

President  KELLY— Councilor  Hannon,  will  you 
yield  for  a  question? 

Coun.  HANNON — I  would  be  happy  to. 

Coun.  COFFEY— Are  the  bookies  still  operating 
under  the  Attorney-General? 

Coun.  HANNON — The  answer  is  yes.  ■ 

Coun.  KINSELLA— I  would  like  to  ask 'Coun- 
cilor Chase  a  question.  It  pertains  to  a  question 
he  asked  Councilor  Hannon. 

President  KELLY — Councilor  Hannon  still  has 
the  floor. 

Coun.  KINSELLA — I  defer  to  his  permission. 

President  KELLY— If  Councilor  Hannon  will 
yield  the  floor  to  you. 

Coun.  KINSELLA— I  will  ask  Councilor 
Hannon  a  question. 

President  KELLY — State  your  question. 

Coun.  KINSELLA — The  answer  is  for  Councilor 
Chase.  In  view  of  the  fact  there  is  no  penalty  for 
failure  to  live  up  to  the  terms  of  section  7  of  the 
charter,  what  is  there  for  the  Attorney-General  to 
enforce  since  there  is  no  penalty  clause  in  the 
section? 

Coun.  HANNON— The  answer  is  there  is  no 
law  for  him  to  enforce. 

Coun.  CHASE— Mr.  President. 

President  KELLY— For  what  purpose  does  the 
gentleman  rise? 

Coun.  CHASE— Will  the  gentleman  yield  for  a 
question? 
.   Coun.  HANNON— Certainly. 


Coun.  CHASE — Hasn't  the  Attorney-General 
as  chief  law  enforcement  officer  of  the  Common- 
wealth the  authority  to  enforce  the  laws  of  the 
municipalities  which  were  handed  down  by  the 
Legislature? 

Coun.  HANNON — The  answer  is  the  Attorney- 
General  has  the  power  to  enforce  the  laws  which 
have  enforcement  provisions  in  them.  This  par- 
ticular section  has  no  enforcement  provision  in  it. 
There  is  no  punishment  for  non-compliance  with 
the  law. 

Coun.  CHASE — One  more  question.  Haven't 
they  what  they  call  a  writ  of  mandamus  to  compel 
a  person  to  comply  with  the  law?  Isn't  the 
Attorney-General  the  man  who  is  acting  on  behalf 
of  the  public  on  such  matters  to  enforce  the  law 
through  a  writ? 

Coun.  HANNON — I  do  not  want  to  conduct 
a  class  in  law.  There  is  such  a  writ.  It  applies 
only  when  the  law  is  not  being  cooperated  with . 
In  this  case  there  is  no  violation  of  the  law.  There 
is  no  compelling  clause  here. 

President  KELLY — I  am  going  to  rule  that  any 
further  questions  are  going  to  be  answered  in  the 
Executive  Session.     I  have  been  fair. 

Coun.  HANNON — I  am  going  to  conclude 
briefly  by  saying  once  again  I  wish  to  say  that  I 
think  the  request  of  the  gentleman  from  Ward  7 
(Coun.  Linehan)  was  fair  enough.  I  think  an 
answer  might  well  have  been  given.  Since  no 
answer  has.  been  given.  I  think  we  are  merely 
wasting  time  trying  to  compel  one.  I  do  not  think 
there  is  any  clause  in  the  charter  which  gives  the 
power  to  demand  or  compel  an  answer. 

Coun.  COFFEY— On  June  10,  1940,  there  was  an 
order  introduced  by  Councilor  Coffey: 

" Coun.  COFFEY  offered  the  following: 

"Ordered,  That  his  Honor  the  Mayor  be  re- 
quested, under. section  7  of  the  city  charter,  to 
appear  before  the  City  Council  Executive  Session 
for  the  purpose  of  informing  the  City  Council  the 
reason  or  reasons  why  a  slaughter  house  permit 
was  granted  on  certain  premises  on  Lewis  street, 
East  Boston,  and  in  the  event  of  his  inability  to  be 
present  that  he  delegate  the  Health  Commissioner 
to  answer  such  questions  relating  to  said  permit; 
and  that  the  Mayor  or  Health  Commissioner  also 
inform  the  City  Council  as  to  the  reason  or  reasons 
for  the  issuance  of  a  letter  to  the  employees  of  the 
Health  Department  relating  to  the  acceptance  of 
gratuities  by  said  employees." 

"Passed  under  suspension  of  the  rule." 
June  24,  1940. 
Coun.  COFFEY — Here  is  the  answer  to  that  order . 

"The  following  was  received: 

City  of  Boston. 
Office  of  the  Mayor,  June  19,  1940. 
To  the  City  Council. 

Gentlemen, — I  am  in  receipt  of  your  order  of 
June  10,  1940,  requesting  that  under  the  provisions 
of  section  7  of  the  amended  City  Charter  of  1909, 
either  I  or  the  Health  Commissioner  attend  the 
next  meeting  of  the  City  Council  and  answer 
questions  set  forth  in  the  order. 

It  is  hardly  open  to  dissent  that  the  purpose 
of  the  section  was  to  cover  a  situation  which 
might  possibly  arise  where  a  Mayor  and  City 
Council  were  antagonistic  rather  than  harmonious, 
and  the  Mayor  was  withholding  from  the  Council 
information  to  which  they  were  entitled  in  order 
to  perform  their  duties  as  the  legislative  branch 
of  the  city  government. 

It  follows  that  the  invocation  of  such  a  power 
by  the  Council  is  a  serious  and  grave  proceeding 
and  is  hardly  warranted  except  in  a  situation  such 
as  I  have  indicated. 

Since  I  have  been  Mayor  many  hundreds  of 
orders  have  been  passed  by  the  City  Council 
requesting  information  on  departmental  matters 
and  so  far  as  I  can  ascertain  from  the  records 
no  such  order  has  gone  unanswered,  although  in 
many  instances  the  objection  could  be  made  that 
the  passage  of  such  orders  was  in  violation  of 
'section  8  of  the  Charter  which  prohibits  the  City 
Council  from  taking  part  directly  or  indirectly  in 
the  conduct  of  the  executive  or  administrative 
business  of  the  city  or  county,  or  in  the  employment 
of  labor. 

I  am  not  in  sympathy  with  any  rigid  enforce- 
ment of  this  section,  as  I  believe  it  for  the  best 
interests  of  the  public  for  the  Mayor  and  City 
Council  to  work  together  rather  than  to  deal  at 
arm's  length. 

The  order  before  me,  of  June  10,  is  entirely 
diffe.ent  in  character  from  the  usual  order. 

The  Health  Commissioner  has  issued  a  certain 
circular    instructing    his    employees    as    to    their 
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proper  conduct  under  certain  circumstances,  and 
lias  also  granted  o  license  for  the  killing  of  fowls 
:n  1 1  Lewis  street. 

l\\-  action  was  taken  in   the  discharge    of  his 

administrative    and    executive    duties    as    Health 

imissioner  and  in  the  exercise  of  bis  judgment, 

your  ordei  requests  that  either  the  Mayor  or 
the  Health  Commissioner  present  himself  before 
ilir  Citj  Council  and  subject  himself  to  an  in- 
quisition as  to  the  reasons  why  such  action  was 
taken. 

It    is  difficult    tn  niiirmr  nf  :i    more  direct  and 
mi  violation  oi  section  8  of  the  City  Charter. 

Aside  from  that  aspect  of  the  subject  the  City 
Council  has  presumably  lost  sight  of  the  fact 
that  tin'  right  to  resort  to  the  procedure  provided 
in  section  ~  of  the  Charter  is  restricted  to  matters 
within  their  jurisdiction  and  neither  of  the  matters 
set  forth  in  the  order  came  within  that  restriction. 

In  connection  with  these  matters  it  also  appears 
from  the  verbatim  report  of  the  proceedings  that 
various  charges  and  insinuations  have  been  made 
on  the  floor  of  the  Council  reflecting  on  the  execu- 
tivi  branch  of  the  citj  government.  If  the  Council 
considers  these  allegations  to  have  any  reasonable 
basis  in  fact  they  should  not  be  permitted  to 
remain  on  their  records  unchallenged.  While  the 
Council  itself  has  not  the  power  to  investigate 
litem,  they  should  tit  lea  si  call  them  to  the  attention 
of  the  proper  investigating  body,  the  Finance 
Commission. 

For  these  several  reasons  I  am  impelled  to 
decline  to  appear  before  the  City  Council,  or  to 
direct  the  Health  Commissioner  to  so  appear,  in 
answer  to  this  particular  order. 

This  communication  is  written  in  no  spirit  of 
contention,  and  the  Council  may  be  assured  that 
I  have  every  intention  to  continue,  as  I  have  for 
over  two  years,  to  consult  with  them,  either 
formally  or  informally,  individually  or  as  a  body, 
at  all  times  when  such  consultation  may  appear 
to  be  in  the  public  interest. 

Respectfully, 
Maurice  J.  Tobin,  Mayor. 

Placed  on  file." 

Xow,  I  might  go  on  to  say  the  reason  for  that 
order  of  mine  was  this.  A  slaughterhouse  permit 
had  been  granted  in  my  ward.  It  was  on  a 
Tuesday,  as  I  well  remember.  I  went  down  and 
found  a  permit  had  been  granted  the  week  before. 
I  came  to  the  Council  hearing  and  asked  the  Mayor 
or  Commissioner  of  Health  to  come  into  this  Body 
and  tell  us  why  this  permit  was  granted.  The 
law  said  that  no  slaughterhouse  permit  shall  be 
granted  anywhere  in  the  City  of  Boston  without 
the  consent  of  the  membership  of  the  Boston  City 
Council  and  the  Mayor.  My  argument  was  a  true 
argument  for  this  reason — it  never  came  before  the 
City  Council.  The  permit  was  granted  and  signed 
by  the  Mayor  of  the  City  of  Boston,  then  Maurice 
J.  Tobin,  without  any  consultation  on  his  part 
whatsoever  with  the  membership  of  the  Boston 
City  Council.  I  knew  I  was  right.  The  answer 
the  Mayor  gave  is  the  same  answer  that  might  be 
given  here  now — they  do  not  have  to  appear,  and 
they  do  not  designate  anybody  to  appear  if  they 
do  not  see  fit.     I  cannot  see  any  other  way  out. 

Coun.  LINEHAN— Mr.  President. 

President  KELLY — Talking  on  the  order, 
Councilor  Linehan. 

Coun.  LINEHAN — I  move  an  amendment  to 
Councilor  Chase's  order  by  substituting  an  order 
in  the  hands  of  the  clerk. 

President  KELLY — The  Chair  had  intended  to 
refer  Councilor  Chase's  order  to  the  Executive  Ses- 
sion and  then  act  on  your  order  as  a  separate  order. 

Coun.  LINEHAN — I  would  rather  have  this 
substitute.  It  is  possible  Councilor  Chase's  order 
might  be  defeated  whereas  this  one  has  the  possi- 
bility of  getting  by. 

ident  KELLY — The  Chair-  would  prefer  to 
do  it  the  other  way  and  make  the  record  clearer. 

LINEHAN     fs  it  possible  to  substitute 
this  order  as  it,  is  done    in    the    Legislature   when 
they   have   an   order,   as   long   as   it  is   similar   in 
nice? 

President    KELLY— First    we    would    have   to 

reject    Councilor    Cha  i        ord -I    substitute 

yours. 

Coun.  1,1  .Mil  TAN  —  1  move  to  amend  Councilor 
Chase's  order  by  striking  out  all  of  his  order  and 
subM'  order  in  the  hands  of  the  Clerk  as 

an  an 

Coun.  MUCH  NICK — Mr.  President,  doesn't 
such  an  amendment  or  substitution  require  the 
assent  of  the  original  order  maker? 


President   KELLY — The  Chair  will  rule  Coun 
eilor  Linehan's  amendment  would  be  out  of  order. 
It   serves    as    an    absolute    rejection    of    Councilor 
Chase's  order. 

Coun.  KINSELLA— Mr.  President,  there  are 
fifteen  of  us  here.  If  the  whole  Council  of  twenty- 
two  was  present.,  they  could  recall  when  Councilor 
Hartley,  Councilor  Coffey,  Councilor  Carey  at, 
various  times  asked  Mayor  Tobin  for  a  list  of 
abatements  by  the  Board  of  Assessors.  I  do  not 
think  the  record  will  show  any  place  where  Mayor 
Tobin  ever  granted  the  request  himself  or  author- 
ized the  appearance  of  the  chairman  or  any  member 
of  the  Board  of  Assessors.  Councilor  Bayley  has 
stated  it  is  obvious  I  am  not  a  lawyer.  Of  course 
it  is.  I  have  to  resort  to  the  use  of  common  sense. 
But  I  am  supported  by  law.  That  is  a  para- 
doxical situation.  Common  sense  and  the  law  run 
along  hand  in  hand.  With  all  this  talk  of 
lawyers  and  law,  the  councilors  know  as  well  as  I 
know  that  murder  is  not  a  crime  until  the  proper 
iega)  authorities  say  it  is  and  compound  a  remedy 
for  it  in  the  form  of  a  penalty.  There  is  nothing 
here,  not  one  word  in  the  entire  charter  that  says 
that  you  may  direct  punitive  action  against  the 
Mayor  for  failure  to  comply.  Councilor  Coffey 
read  some  minutes  that  were  six  years  old.  The 
only  difference  between  Councilor  Coffey's  reci- 
tation and  the  newspaper  accounts  of  Mayor 
Curley's  recent  rejection  is  that  Mayor  Tobin 
went  into  some  detail.  Mayor  Curley  did  not. 
I  do  not  say  to  Councilor  Linehan  or  anyone  else 
that  they  have  no  right  to  seek  the  information. 
But  the  exercise  of  common  sense  will  tell  you, 
especially  a  lawyer,  in  dealing  with  a  legal  docu- 
ment like  the  city  charter,  it  will  tell  him  plainly 
how_  ineffectual  any  attempts  he  may  make  will 
be,  in  the  first  place,  in  view  of  the  fact  there  is 
no  penalty  clause,  and  that  lawyers  are  very  prone 
to  make  a  fetish  out  of  penalty  clauses.   • 

Coun.  LINEHAN— Mr.  President. 

President  KELLY — For  what  purpose  does  the 
gentleman  rise? 

Coun.  LINEHAN — Will  the  gentleman  pause 
for  a  question? 

Coun.  KINSELLA— Yes. 

Coun.  LINEHAN— I  think  I  might  make  a 
little  speech  before  I  put  the  question  to  him.  I 
think  the  gentleman  from  Charlestowu  is  a  very 
capable  man  and  has  a  very  sharp  mind. 

President  KELLY — Just  a  minute.  Councilor 
Kinsella  yielded  to  you  for  a  question. 

Coun.  KINSELLA— Mr.  President,  while  he 
is  applauding  me,  I  will  listen. 

Coun.  LINEHAN — May  I  ask  the  gentleman 
from  Charlestown  where  it  shows  in  any  place  in 
this  charter  where  there  are  penalties  if  things  are 
not  carried  out?  If  such  penalties  do  happen 
not  to  be  there,  does  he  mean  to  infer  that  all  of 
these  items  such  as  section  7,  because  they  have 
not  a  penalty,  are  not  'binding  en  the  Mayor  of 
Boston  as  a  citv  charter? 

Coun.  KINSELLA— Is  that  the  question? 
Mr.  President,  I  appeal  to  Councilor  Linehan's 
recognized  legal  ability  to  explain  to  me  how  you 
can  effect  any  action  of  this  sort  when  there  is 
no  way  by  which  to  penalize  the  chief  executive 
for  failure  to  recognize  a  City  Council  request. 

Coun.  LINEHAN— Mr.  Chairman. 

Coun.  KINSELLA— Pardon  me.  Debate  of 
this  sort  can  go  on  all  day  and  every  Monday  for 
the  next  year  in  a  round  robin. 

President  KELLY — The  Chair  agrees  with  that 
statement,  it  can  go  on  all  day. 

Coun.  CHASE — Will  the  gentleman  yield  for  a. 
question? 

Coun.  KINSELLA— Yes. 

President  KELLY — State  your  question. 

Coun.  CHASE — Did  I  understand  you  to  say 
that  this  law  was  not  enforceable  because  no 
punitive  measure  was  provided  for  it? 

Coun.  KINSELLA — Mr.  President,  I  do  not 
recall  I  said  it  was  unenforceable.  I  said  there 
was  no  penalty  clause.  Therefore,  how  can  you 
compel  him  to  recognize  the  request?  You  cannot 
make  him  do  it,  even  though  twenty-two  of  us 
may  want  it. 

Coun.  CHASE — In    answer   to    the    gentleman 

President  KELLY — Just  a  minute.  Does  that 
answer  your  question? 

Coun.  CHASE — He  asked  me  a  question.  I. 
will  answer  him.     lie  asked  me  how  can  you  do  it? 

Coun.  KINSELLA — Inadvertently  I  spoke  in 
the  interrogative.  It  was  intended  to  be  decla- 
rative. 
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President  KELLY— Will  Councilor  Kinsella 
please  proceed? 

Coun.  CHASE— If    the    gentleman' 
I  will  tell  him  how  it  can  be  done. 

Coun.  KINSELLA — I  do  not  care  to  yield.  I 
suggest  the  Councilor  call  a  caucus  of  attorneys 
and  tell  them.  I  do  not  want  to  draw  this  out. 
We  have  been  here  until  six  o'clock  every 
Monday  for  no  reason  at  all.  When  we  come  to  a 
brick  wall,  we  ought  to  recognize  it.  Everyone 
is  in  sympathy  with  the  request  in  Councilor 
Linehan's  order.  But  there  is  nothing  we  can 
do  about  it.  I  am  going  to  ask  the  clerk's  inter- 
pretation of  section  7  for  us  with  regard  to  our 
right  to  expect  the  Mayor  to  do  it. 

■  President  KELLY— The  clerk  will  state .  there 
has  been  a  difference  of  opinion  over  a  great  many 
years  as  to  the  meanings  of  sections  7  and  8.  He 
would  rather  have  an  opinion  of  the  Law  De- 
partment. 

Coun.  KINSELLA— Well,  Mr.  President,  I 
was  trying  to  pay  tribute  to  your  parliamentary 
ability.  The  clerk  knows  more  about  the  city 
charter  than  all  the  patronage  appointments  on 
the  hill.  I  was  trying  to  commend  him  for  a 
broad,  comprehensive  and  reliable  knowledge  of 
the  city  charter. 

President  KELLY — The  clerk  informs  me  that 
there  have  been  differences  of  opinion  over  a 
number  of  years,  and  the  clerk  says  now  he  often 
disagrees  with  the  Law  Department  on  this  point, 
and  has  for  a  past  number  of  years.  There  has 
been  a  vast  difference  of  opinion. 

Coun.  KINSELLA— Will  you  inform  the  clerk 
.  I  do  not  take  back  the  bouquet? 

President  KELLY— All  right,  councilor.  Refer 
it  to  the  Executive  Committee. 

The  order  was  referred  to  the  Executive 
Committee. 


OPINION   REQUESTED   FROM   LAW 
DEPARTMENT. 

Coun.  LINEHAN  offered  the  following: 

Ordered,  That  the  Boston  Law  Department  be 
requested  to  furnish  the  Boston  City  Council  with 
a  legal  opinion  as  to  whether  or  not  the  Boston 
City  Council  as  a  legislative  body  is  entitled  to 
the  information  requested  by  Councilor  Linehan's 
order  of  April  8,  1946,  requesting  statistics  per- 
taining to  the  number  of  employees  dropped  from 
or  placed  on  the  city's  pay  rolls  since  January, 
1946,  up  to  date. 

Coun.  LINEHAN— Mr.  President,  I  am 
certainly  learning  a  great  deal  of  law  today  from 
the  non-lawyers.  I  have  read  quite  a  bit  of  this 
data  at  different  times.  I  do  not  find  any  penal- 
ties attached  to  the  provisions  that  are  inserted 
in  the  charter  but  even-  though  there  are  none  of 
the  punitive  measures  inserted  in  the  charter,  I 
still  think  that  the  members  of  the  Boston  City 
Council  and  the  Mayor  of  the  city  are  duly  au- 
thorized to  carry  on  the  city  government  through 
the  city  charter  and  nothing  else.  As  a  matter 
of  fact,  for  the  benefit  of  those  gentlemen  that 
might  not  be  lawyers,  the  Legislature  is  the  body 
which  gives  the  City  of  Boston  authority  to  do 
things.  The  Legislature  passed  this  charter  along 
with  the  amendments  all  through  the  years.  I 
agree  with  the  gentleman  from  Ward  13  (Coun. 
Hannon)  there  certainly  should  be  some  amend- 
ments to  it  giving  the  City  Council  more  power. 
Lo  and  behold,  here  today  what  do  we  find?  We 
find  some  gentlemen  who  would  be  willing  to  vote 
against  this  order  of  mine  who  would  sell  their 
right  to  see  if  the  Mayor  is  living  up  to  the  city 
charter.  As  the  councilor  from  Ward  2  (Coun. 
Kinsella)  read  section  7,  he  did  not  analyze  it,  it 
seems  to  me.  Section  7  says  "The  City  Council 
at  any  time  may  request  from  the  Mayor  specific 
information  on  any  municipal  matter  within  its 
jurisdiction." 

Coun.  KINSELLA— Mr.  President,  will  the 
gentleman  yield  for  a  question? 

Coun.  LINEHAN— Gladly. 

President  KELLY — State  your  question. 

Coun.  KINSELLA — Councilor,  according  to 
what  you  just  read  it  savs  "within  its  jurisdiction." 

Coun.  LINEHAN— That  is  correct. 

Coun.  KINSELLA— The  second  half  of  the 
question,  Mr.  President,  is  it  or  is  it  not  within 
the  jurisdiction  of  the  Boston  City  Council  to 
emplov  or  discharge  workers  of  the  City  of  Boston? 

Coun.  LINEHAN— I  would  say  that  a  City 
Councilor  under  section  8  has  no  right  directly  to 
engage   in    employing    workers   for   the   City   of 


Boston.  But  that  is  a  different  section  entirely. 
Read  section  8  and  analyze  it,  and  see  what  it 
means.     It  means  no  contract. 

Coun.  KINSELLA— Mr.  President, 

President  KELLY — For  what  purpose  does  the 
gentleman  rise? 

Coun.  KINSELLA — To  ask  the  gentleman  a 
question. 

President  KELLY— Do  you  yield? 

Coun.  LINEHAN— Gladlv. 

Coun.  KINSELLA— Wasn't  all  of  this  debate 
predicated  upon  the  terms  of  section  7? 

Coun.  LINEHAN— To  my  knowledge,  the 
gentleman  from  Ward  1  (Coun.  Coffey)  brought 
in  section  8.  I  thought  he  was  talking  against 
the  order,  saying  this  order  was  out  of  order  and 
could  not  be  enforced.  That  is  the  point.  I  am 
quoting  section  8  which  talks  of  employment.  I 
will  read  part  of  it,  lines  4  and  5  of  section  8,  which 
says:  "Neither  the  City  Council  nor  any  member 
or  committee,  officer  or  employee  thereof  shall, 
except  as  otherwise  provided  in  this  act,  directly 
or  indirectly  on  behalf  of  the  city  or  of  the  County 
.  of  Suffolk,  take  part  in  the  employment  of  labor, 
the  making  of  contracts,  the  purchase  of  materials, 
supplies  or  real  estate.  .  .  ."  That  merely 
means  this,  that  we  are  certainly  not  employing 
these  men  who  were  dropped  or  the  thousand  that 
were  put  off  by  his  Honor  the  Mayor.  His  Honor 
the  Mayor  through  the  department  heads  has 
been  doing  that.  The  City  Council  has  not  taken 
over  that  right.  The  gentleman  from  East 
Boston  is  out  of  order  on  section  8.  Going  back 
to  section  7,  if  I  may,  I  hope  I  can  finish  it  without 
a  question  so  that  this  thought  will  be  put  across 
to  the  members  of  the  Council  at  this  time.  "The 
City  Council  at  any  time  may  request  from  the 
Mayor  specific  information  on  any  municipal 
matter  within  its  jurisdiction  and  request  his 
presence  to  answer  written  questions  relating 
thereto  at  a  meeting  to  be  held  not  earlier  than 
one  week  from  the  date  of  the  receipt  of  said 
questions,  in  which  case  the  Mayor  shall  per- 
sonally, or  through  a  head  of  a  department  or  a 
member  of  a  board,  attend  such  meeting  and 
publicly  answer  all  such  questions."  It  does  say 
"shall."  He  shall  appear.  He  must  appear. 
Or  it  must  be  through  a  department  head. 

Coun.  KINSELLA— Mr.  President. 

President  KELLY — For  what  purpose  does  the 
gentleman  rise? 

Coun.  KINSELLA — I  would  like  to  ask  a 
question  in  spite  of  his  request. 

President  KELLY— Will  you  yield  for  a 
question? 

Coun.  LINEHAN — I  yield  for  a  question. 

Coun.  KINSELLA — Councilor,  you  have  asked 
not  to  be  interrupted.  I  do  not  want  to  in- 
terrupt you.  I  do  not  like  to  see  you  guilty  of 
intellectual  dishonesty.  You  read  out  of  the 
book  "any  matter  within  its  jurisdiction."  Then 
you  say  he  must  appear.  Of  course  he  must  if  it  is 
within  our  jurisdiction.     It  is  not. 

Coun.  LINEHAN — If  I  remember  correctly, 
about  seven  men  have  discussed  this  matter  today. 
I  think  about  all  of  them  except  two  agreed  that 
this  matter  was  within  the  jurisdiction  of  the 
City  Council.  They  must  have  thought  so  last 
week  when  they  voted  for  it.  I  firmly  believe  you 
are  going  to  vote  for  it  again.  It  is  within  our 
jurisdiction.  No  one  knows  how  the  money  of 
the  taxpayers  is  being  spent.  Isn't  it  within  our 
jurisdiction?  If  not,  we  might  as  well  close  up 
the  City  Council.  What  good  are  we?  What  are 
we  here  for  other  than  to  check  such  actions  as 
the  Mayor  and  the  other  men,  department  heads, 
other  employees,  perform?  The  City  Council  is 
here,  plus  the  Finance  Commission,  and  if  the 
Mayor  can  do  anything  he  pleases,  in  this  honor- 
able city  of  ours,  I  can  safely  say  if  he  is  permitted 
to  do  anything  he  pleases,  I  am  afraid  the  tax 
rate  is  going  to  be  tremendous  this  year.  We  all 
know  since  last  week,  since  our  last  discussion, 
that  his  request  for  borrowing  money  to  be  used 
to  lower  the  tax  rate,  spending  the  money  on 
current  expenses,  was  defeated.  Now  the  City 
Council  unfortunately,  if  I  do  say  so,  even  though 
I  was  not  present,  I  am  sorry  to  say  we  as  members 
of  the  City  Council  have  some  responsibility  for 
the  tax  rate.  We  have  responsibility  all  through- 
out the  year  for  the  tax  rate.  Who  appropriates 
the  money  but  the  members  of  the  Boston  City 
Council?  The  Mayor  does  not  appropriate  it. 
He  requests  us  to  appropriate  it.  Certainly  if 
we  are  the  Body  who  appropriates,  we  have  a 
right  to  ask  questions  as  to  whether  or  not  that 


'20  r* 


(MTV      OOUNOIL. 


mone.x  is  being  property  spent.  I  think  this  ques- 
tion of  economjt  .  how  nian.>  men  arc  dropped  and 
how  mam  arc  pu1  on,  comes  right  in  here.  It  is 
pertinent  to  thai  question.  There  is  no  question 
about  it.  1  '1"  not  think  am  councilor  if  you 
take  him  to  one  side  will  disagree  that  the  Council 
has  a  ri  I  this  information.    Coming  back 

to   the  change  in  my  order,   which  is  somewhat 
tie  order  of   the  gentleman  from 
Ward   i   a 'onn.  Chase),  personally  at  the  present 
i  iinc  1  would  prefer  my  order  to  be  passed  in  prefer- 
ence to  thai   of  the  gentleman  from   Ward  4  be- 
bis  is   temporarily   tinged   with   a  political 
Savor.     If  the  Law  Department  does  not  answer 
at   the  request   of  the  Boston  Citj    Council,  then 
ii  is  unfortunately  political  and  we  have  to  goto 
the  Attorney-General.     But  it  seems  only  fair  to 
me   we   should    go    to    the    Law    Department,   first. 
\\  (.  have  abli    gentlemen  up  there  at  the  head  of 
it.     We  are  paying  something  like  $9,000  a  year 
up  there,  and  we  have  many  others  getting  $4, 000 
and  $5,000.     1  worked  up  there  and  got  good  pay 
last  \ear.      There  is  some  pretty  good  legal  talent 
up  there.     They  might   give  US  an  answer  unless 
his    Honor   the   Mayor  instructs   the   Corporation 
Counsel  not  to.     1  do  not  doubt  for  a  minute  we 
will    not     get     an    answer.      That    seems    logical. 
Politically,    if    the    Corporation    Counsel    is    in- 
structed  by    the   Mayor  not.  to  give  a  favorable 
opinion  and  he  will  not    give  a.  fayorable  opinion, 
or  if  it    is  unfavorable,  personally  I  am  for  going 
further.      I.   as   a  lawyer,   certainly  will  not  take 
any  back  step  to  the  Corporation  Counsel  or  any 
of  his  assistants  on  the  matter.    We,  as  councilors, 
and  some  of  us  as  lawyers.  I  think,  read  this  charter 
as    much    if    not    more    than    many    members    of 
the  staff  of  the  Corporation  Counsel.     Therefore, 
I   think   we   are   well   versed   and   entitled   to   our 
legal  opinion  as  to  whether  the  information  should 
beTfortheoming.    It.  all  arose  as  a  result  of  Councilor 
Linehan's  filing  an  order  last  week.     I  was  sincere 
in  that  order.     It  was  mentioned  this  week  in  the 
newspapers,  and  the  Boston  Herald  was  the  one 
that   started   it.      I   will   agree  a  newspaper  man 
spoke  to  me.     Previous  to  that  I  had  already  read 
the    newspapers.      When    I    was   in    the   hospital 
during  six  weeks  I  learned  more  about  city  gov- 
ernment than   while  I   was  sitting  here.      I  read 
that  the  Mayor  dropped  one  thousand  employees. 
Of  course,  I  wanted  to  know  whether  that  was  a 
thousand  net,  or  a  thousand  dropped  and  perhaps 
two  thousand  put  on,  so  that  in  the  long  run  we 
had  more  money  spent  than  was  saved  by   his 
Honor  the   Mayor.      Of   course,   at   the   time   his 
Honor  the  Mayor  had  a  bill  in  the  Legislature.     I 
might  say  he  spent  some  money  of  the  taxpayers 
trying     to     influence     the     Representatives     and 
Senators  to  pass  that  measure.     I  might  say,  of 
course,  it  was  killed.     So  that,  at  the  outset,  I 
was  sincerely  interested  as  a  councilor.     Perhaps 
I   am   what  you   might   call  anti-Curley.      I   can 
say  I  was  always  pro-Curley  up  to  the  time  he 
was   Governor  of  the   Commonwealth.     Since  he 
was  Governor,  I  have  been  so-called  anti-Curley. 
I  am  not  ashamed  to  admit  it.    My  district,  which 
is  a  great  Curley  section,  knows  it.     In  the  last 
three  fights  for  City  Council  I  have  not  made  a 
speech.     My  opponents  have  got  up  whenever  the 
gentleman  downstairs  has  run  for  Mayor,  on  two 
occasions  while  I  was  councilor,  and  openly  said 
I    was    anti-Curley.      We    have    enough    citizens 
there   who   agree   with    me.      They   did    send   me 
back   to   this   Body,   even  though  it  was   a  little 
closer  this  time  than  last  time.     But,  even  though 
I   am   anti-Curley,   so   to   say,    I   think   the   facts 
speak  for  themselves.     If  he  is  not  willing  to  give 
us  these  statistics  on  employment,  I  would  like 
to  know  why.     It  is  safe  to  assume  if  the  statistics 
are  in  his  favor  they  would  be  forthcoming.    There 
is  no  sense  in  my  sending  any  more  orders  down 
to  the  Mayor  asking  him  to  give  me  the  informa- 
tion.     Therefore,   I  am  compelled  to  go  to   the 
Law    Department   and,    to    be   honest    with    the 
members  of  the  Council,  since  I  got  hack  from 
the  service,  if  J  might  once  again  say  it,  like  some 
of  the  members  in   the  Council  here,    J  can   safely 
say  I  am  disgusted   with  the  way  the  veterans  are 
getting  kicked  around  on  employment.      It  is  not 
employment   in  private  industry  but  in  the 
of  Boston.     For  the  past  six  weeks,  as  I  said 
ore,  I  have  been  going  through  the  City  Record 
quite    religiously.      I    carefully    noticed    the.   ap- 
pointment of  pcoph     \)i'i  are  veterans.     They  are 
few   and   far  between.      That   is   one   reason    I   am 
hot  after  this  subject.     I  have  a  young  brother, 
•TJ  years  of  age.     Because  I  could  not  get  him  a 
job,  unfortunately,  under  the  G.  I.  Bill  of  Rights, 


he  had  to  go  to  college.      That,  is  how  bad  it    is  in 

this  city  ami  stale,  lie  is  down  at  George  Wash- 
ington University.  He  had  to  go  there  to  school, 
away  off  there.  Should  that  he  so?  This  is 
pertinent  to  the  order.  I  am  talking  about,  em- 
ployment. I  have  heard  so  much.  I  remember 
inauguration  day.  If  I  may  say  so,  I  was  never 
so  disgusted  in  all  my  life  as  I  was  at  the  appear- 
,,,,.,.  of  the  wounded  \  eterans  being  brought  mi 
to  the  platform.  1  have  been  kind  of  burned  up 
ever  since.  It  is  all  right  to  bring  them  up  on  the 
platform.  It  is  about  time  something  was  done 
for  them.  I  think  if  I  can  not  get  some  statistics 
on  employment  from  his  Honor  the  Mayor  I  shall 
follow  it  up  with  another  order  today  which  will 
request  in  the  future,  upon  any  employees  put  to 
work  for  the  city,  that  the  requisition  shall  be 
sent  to  the  State  Civil  Service  Department,  so 
that  worthy  veterans  may  get  a  shot  at  these 
jobs.  I  have  a  letter  here  which  is  quite  revealing. 
I  will  read  parts  of  it.     It  says: 

"Dear  Mr.  Linehan, — As  a  person  who  believes 
in  fair  play,  I  feel  it  is  my  duty  to  reveal  this 
information  to  you.  From  the  Public  Buildings 
Department  of  the  City  of  Boston,  a  special 
departmental  competitive  civil  service  examination 
is  to  be  held  in  the  very  near  future.  It  is  to  be 
granted  or  given  to  all  the  permanent  laborers 
in  the  department  for  permanent,  janitors'  jobs, 
to  all  those  who  make  a  passing  mark  of  70  per  cent. 
I  am  given  to  understand  there  are  only  twelve 
permanent  laborers  in  the  department  eligible 
to  take  the  examination.  They  intend  to  make 
eight  immediate  janitor  appointments  to  the 
first  eight  who  pass  the  examination.  With  the 
war  just  over" — and  councilors,  listen  to  this, 
this  is  important,  and  I  do  not  think  any  councilor 
should  be  walking  out  while  I  am  talking  on  it — 
"I  am  sick  and  tired,  all  year  long,  reading  in  the 
paper  about  what  we  are  doing  for  the  veteran. 
Nothing  is  being  done."  t 

I  do  not  think  his  Honor  the  Mayor  should  be 
given  much  credit,  as  to  how  many  employees' 
have  been  put  to  work  since  he  became  Mayor 
of  the  City,  as  far  as  veterans  are  concerned.  I 
even  noticed  this  week  in  the  City  Record  a  couple 
of  §3,500  jobs  created.  I  do  not  think  they  are 
veterans.  They  might  be.  It  is  not  listed. 
They  are  in  the  Real  Estate  Division.  What  is 
going  on  in  the  city?  •  On  the  one  hand  his  Honor 
the  Mayor  says  he  is  economizing.  In  fact, 
some  of  the  councilors  tell  me — I  have  not  been 
down  there — that  they  go  down  trying  to  get 
a  favor  once  in  awhile,  which  all  of  us  have  to  do 
in  order  to  stay  in  public  office.  He  tells  /some 
of  them  that  he  is  conducting  an  economy  admin- 
istration. Well,  I  hope  so.  Personally,  I  do 
not  think  so,  when  he  sends  a  budget  up  here 
five  million  dollars  more  then  last  year,  if  I 
remember  the  figures  correctly,  plus  a  million 
and  a  half  more  to  be  cut  out  for  capital  improve- 
ments, like  trucks  and  fire  engines  and  so  forth. 
You  can  add  that  back  into  the  budget,  that 
million  and  a  half.  It' will  not  show  in  the  tax 
rate.  The  taxpayers  are  going  to  pay  a  little 
more  money  for  that  million  and  a  half,  plus 
some  other  bond  issues  I  hear  are  coming  up 
soon.  Of  course,  I  realize  you  have  to  have 
money  to  spend,  to  make  money.  May  I  continue 
talking  on  this  letter? 

"With,  the  war  just  over  and  with  so  many 
veterans  searching  around  for  any  kind  of  employ- 
ment, I  cannot  understand  why  they  are  deprived 
of  the  privilege  of  taking  that  examination.  If 
there  are  eight  civil  service  positions  to  be  filled  by 
competitive  examination,  why  aren't  the  veterans 
who  can  qualify,  and  who  are  entitled  to  it, 
entitled  to  take  the  examination  along  with  the 
specially  preferred  laborers?  In  my  opinion, 
the  whole  thing  smells  so  bad  it  disgusts  me  to 
write  any  more  about  it.  Knowing  you  to  be  a 
good  City  Councilor,  I  bring  it  to  your  attention 
with  the  hope  you  will  investigate  it  and  make 
charges  so  that  justice  may  prevail."  s 

Well,  now,  gentlemen,  here  is  a  letter  I  received 
from  somebody  in  my  ward.  Isn't  it  pertinent 
to  the  order?  I  would  say  yes,  very  much  so. 
Let  us  stand  up  in  our  boots  as  members  of  the 
Council.  No  one  knows  how  long  we  are  going 
to  be  members  of  the  Council.  Now,  that,  we  are 
here,  when  we  do  get  a  good  order,  an  order 
which  is  at  least  frying  to  establish  what  few 
rights  we  have  as  councilors,  what  few  legal 
rights  under  the  charter,  if  you  give  this  right 
away,  the  right  of  finding  out  how  many  people 
are  working  or  laid  off,  then  we  have  not  got  much 
left  to  do.     I  say  this — I  do  not  think  we  were 
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talking  through  our  hats  the  other  day.  I  think 
publicity  is  a  great  thing.  It  is  a  bad  thing  when 
it  is  bad  publicity.  It  is  a  good  thing  when  it 
is  good  publicity.  If  we  as  City  Councilors 
assert  out  rights  as  councilors  against  the  so-called 
rights  of  his  Honor  the  Mayor  when  he  says  we 
have  not  got  such  rights,  when  almost  every  one 
of  us  knows  we  have,  I  think  it  is  about  time  we 
closed  up  shop.  I  realize  I  have  taken  a  lot  of 
time  of  the  Body,  but  I  hope,  if  nothing  else, 
through  the  newspapers,  and  thank  God  for 
the  newspapers;  sometimes  we  condemn  them, 
but  sometimes  we  thank  them,  and  this  time  we 
are  thanking  them — if  nothing  else,  it  shows  the 
citizens  of  Boston  that  there  is  not  an  economy 
administration  in  the  City  Hall,  that  the  poor 
City  Councilors  have  the  right  under  the  charter 
to  get  such  information.  They  themselves  as 
intelligent  gentlemen  should  know  their  own 
minds  and  are  entitled  to  this  information,  but 
the  Mayor  is  literally  thumbing — you  know  the 
rest — at  us.  That  is  exactly  what  he  is  doing. 
If  we  are  going  to  sit  here  and  take  it,  I  do  not 
think  much  of  any  one  of  us  in  the  Body.  If  we 
get  up  and  fight  him  to  the  bitter  end,  I  think  we 
are  good  councilors.  If  we  take  this  sitting  down, 
if  we  let  him  kick  us  around  on  matters  which 
we  are  entitled  to  know,  God  help  every  one  of 
us  when  we  come  up  for  re-election,  if  we  do  next 
year.  Our  opponents  will  just  say  we  have  no 
backbone  at  all.  That  is  what  would  be  true  if 
we  did  not  stand  up  and  say  that  section  7  should 
be  lived  up  to.  I  sincerely  hope  that  this  order 
will  be  referred  to  the  Executive  Committee. 
.  Coun.  HANNON — On  the  question  of  referring 
it  to  Executive  Session,  I  think  we  have  debated 
the  matter  long  and  well.  If  we  send  it  on  to 
another  committee,  it  means  two  or  three  hours 
of  wasted  time  there.  We  will  come  in  here  and 
go  through  the  same  motions.  I  would  like  to 
take  definite  action  on  it  now. 

President  KELLY — I  agree  with  you..  I  was 
going  to  have  it  passed  under  suspension  of  the 
rules. 

Coun.  HANNON — I  move  it  pass  under  suspen- 
sion of  the  rule. 

The  order  was  passed  under  suspension  of  the 
rule. 


REPORT    OF   COMMITTEE    ON    FINANCE. 

Coun.  MADDEN,  for  the  Committee  on 
Finance,  submitted  the  following: 

Report  on  message  of  Mavor  and  order  (referred 
April  8)  for  loan  of  $1,000,000  for  sewerage  works 
— that  same  ought  to  pass. 

The  report  was  accepted,  and  the  question  came 
on  the  passage  of  the  order. 

Coun.  BAYLEY — Mr.  President,  a  point  of 
information. 

President  KELLY — State  your  point  of  informa- 
tion. 

Coun.  BAYLEY — Does  this  come  up  each  year 
or  is  it  a  special  appropriation? 

President  KELLY — This  comes  up  about  two 
out  of  every  three  years,  councilor. 

Coun.  BAYLEY — I  want  to  have  full  informa- 
tion on  this  matter.  I  move  it  be  referred  to  the 
Executive  Committee. 

President  KELLY — Councilor  Bayley  moves 
the  matter  be,  referred  to  the  Executive  Com- 
mittee.    Talking  on  the  motion,  Councilor  Kinsella. 

Coun.  KINSELLA — Is  this  one  of  the  loan 
orders  for  which  $149,000  was  placed  in  the 
budget? 

President  KELLY— Yes,  sir. 

Coun.  KINSELLA— Well,  I  thought  that  all 
the  information  pertinent  might  be  obtained  by 
Councilor  Bayley.  He  attended  all  the  budget 
hearings. 

Coun.  LINEHAN — I  sincerely  hope  this  is 
passed  to  the  Executive  Session.  I  have  not  had 
occasion  to  look  into  this  matter.  I  would  cer- 
tainly like  to  get  some  information.  I  certainly 
hope  the  members  of  the  Council  will  let  this 
matter  go  to  Executive. 

President  KELLY'— The  Chair  might  state' 
before  he  puts  the  matter  to  a  vote  that  every 
member  of  the  Council  was  invited  to  the  hearing 
before  the  Finance  Committee  the  other  day,  the 
twenty-two  members  of  the  City  Council. 

Coun.  CHASE — I  sincerely  trust  the  Council 
will  go  along  with  the  motion  that  it  be  referred 
to  the  Executive  Session.  It  involves  a  million 
dollars.  The  councilor  has  made  this  request 
merely  to  secure  information  as  to  how  the  money 


is  to  be  spent.     It  is  a  fair  request.     I  trust  we  are 
going  to  go  along  with  it. 

The  question  came  on  referring  the  matter  to 
the  Executive  Committee,  and  the  motion  was 
not  carried.  Councilor  BAYLEY  doubted  the  vote 
and  asked  for  a  roll  call,  two  councilors  supporting 
him. 

The  roll  was  called,  and  the  motion  to  refer  to 
the  Executive  Committee  was  lost,  yeas  5,  nays  16. 

Yeas — Coun.  Bayley,  Chase,  Linehan,  Much- 
nick,  Sullivan — 5. 

Nays — Coun.  Bryan,  Cantwell,  Coffey,  Cook, 
Fish,  Hannon,  Hurley,  Keenan,  Kelly,  Kinsella, 
Lane,  Madden,  McCormack,  Moriarty,  Russo, 
Scannell— 16. 

Coun.  MTJCHNICK — I  move  reconsideration. 
Mr.  President,  I  fail  to  understand,  to  put  it  mildly, 
the  inconsistency  in  the  actions  that  we  have 
been  taking  today  in  the  Council.  About  half 
or  three-quarters  of  an  hour  ago,  practically  every- 
body in  here  was  berating  the  Mayor's  Office 
for  refusing  to  give  us  information  to  which  we 
felt  we  were  entitled.  There  was  a  lot  of  ques- 
tioning as  to  the  legality,  as  to  whether  we  were 
entitled  to  the  information  or  not.  We  now  are 
in  a  situation  in  which  we  clearly  are  entitled  to 
information.  We  must  have  information  if  we  are 
to  exercise  our  votes  properly.  When  somebody 
wisely  suggests  that  this  go  into  Executive  so 
that  we  can  all  be  present  to  ask  whatever  ques- 
tions we  wish  on  this  and  related  matters,  imme- 
diately the  Council  fails  to  take  advantage  of  the 
opportunity  and  votes  the  matter  down.  If  I 
were  the  Mayor  of  Boston  and  I  felt  that  the 
Council  would  jump  every  time  I  snapped  the 
whip,  I,  too,  would  refuse  to  answer  questions  as 
submitted  by  Councilor  Linehan's  order  of  last 
week  or  my  own  of  last  month.  As  a  matter  of 
self-respect,  if  nothing  else,  this  Council  ought  to 
reconsider  its  vote  and  send  this  matter  along  to 
the  Executive  Committee.  Perhaps  then,  regard- 
less of  the  legalities  involved,  we  might  be  able  to 
impress  upon  his  Honor  the  Mayor  that  there  is 
such  a  thing  as  courtesy  still  in  the  City  of  Boston, 
and  that  he  might  extend  some  courtesy  to  the 
City  Council  even  though  he  may  be  within  his 
rights  legally  in  not  doing  so.  I  sincerely  hope 
reconsideration  prevails  and  that  this  will 
eventually  go  to  the  Executive  Committee. 

Coun.  COOK — Mr.  President,  I  have  listened 
to  a  lot  of  talk  this  afternoon.  I  wish  some  of  the 
councilors  talking  about  an  economy  adminis- 
tration and  finance  would  use  a  little  economy 
in  talking  and  be  brief.  We  can  have  every 
question  asked  right  in  this  session  without 
going  into  Executive.  If  we  do  go  into  Executive, 
we  will  come  out  again  and  have  the  same  old 
wrangle.  I  would  like  to  save  the  talk  we  will 
have  in  Executive.  The  councilor  was  present 
at  the  meeting  of  the  various  department  heads 
interested  in  loan  orders,  when  they  gave  their 
reasons  why  the  loan  orders  should  be  passed.  I 
think  reconsideration  should  be  defeated  and 
that  all  questions  and  arguments  should  eome 
now  before  the  Council  instead  of  going  into  the 
Executive  Committee. 

Coun.  BAYLEY — I  was  briefly  at  the  hearing 
of  the  Finance  Committee  on  this  matter.  How- 
ever, I  was  there  only  fifteen  minutes.  I  was 
informed  by  letter  that  the  hearing  would  start 
at  10.30.  It  did  not  start  until  close  to  12  o'clock. 
I  had  another  appointment. and  had  to  leave.  I 
got  scattering  information  on  one  or  two  matters. 
I  was  unable  to  find  out  anything  on  others.  I 
hope  reconsideration  will  prevail,  so  that  I  may 
have  a  clear  picture  of  it.  I  am  not  going  to  vote 
until  I  am  sure  of  what  I  am  voting  on.  The 
money  must  come  from  somewhere.  We  should 
be  careful  how  we  spend  money.  We  should  not 
obey  the  cracking  of  the  whip  downstairs. 

Coun.  CHASE — Again  I  repeat,  I  think  the 
request  is  a  reasonable  one.  Five  or  six  members 
of  this  Body  desire  to  get  more  information  per- 
taining to  a  loan  order.  They  have  not  any 
facts  about  it  as  yet.  I  see  no  reason  why  the 
Council  could  not  refer  this  matter  to  Executive. 
These  gentlemen  are  entitled  to  the  information 
they  seek.  It  is  a  matter  which  will  be  acted 
upon  today  even  though  we  do  refer  it  to  the 
Executive  Session.  I  trust  that  the  Council  as  a 
whole  will  vote  for  reconsideration. 

President  KELLY — The  question  comes  on 
reconsideration.  It  is  not  a  vote.  Councilor 
Bayley  doubts  the  vote  and  asks  for  a  roll  call. 
He  has  the  necessary  support.  The  clerk  will 
call  the  roll. 
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The  roll  was  called,  and  the  motion  to  recon- 
sider was  lost,  yeas  5,  nays  10: 

Coun.    Bayley,   Chase,    Linehan,    Much- 
nick,  Sullh  an 

Nays     Coun.    Bryan,   Cantwell,   Coffey,   Cook, 
Pish,    Hannon,   Hurley,    Keenan,   Kelly,    Kinsella, 
Madden.     Moriarly,     McCormack,     Russo, 
Seannell — 16. 

President   KELLY — The  question  comes  on  the 

passage  of  the  order. 

Conn.  SULLIVAN — 1  wonder  if  the  chairman 
of  the  Finance  Committee  could  answer  a  few 
questions  on  the  loan  order  and  give  us  all  the 
information  covering  the  entire  million  dollars? 
What  construction  work  is  to  be  done  and  how 
much  pay  roll  is  to  be  covered  by  the  million 
dollars'.'  How  much  is  the  pay  roll?  How  many 
men,  if  any,  are  to  be  hired?  Will  they  be  put 
on  a  special  pay  roll? 

Coun.  MADDEN — I  am  sorry  I  am  not  in  a 
position  to  give  that  particular  information. 
However,  that  has  already  been  stated,  as  each 
and  every  member  of  the  Council  was  given  an 
opportunity  to  attend  the  Finance  Committee 
hearing  last  Thursday.  At  that  time  the  heads 
of  the  various  departments  were  requested  to  be 
present.  There  was  Fire  Commissioner  Codman, 
Commissioner  Long,  Mayor  Curley,  and  the 
Budget  Commissioner,  Mr.  Carven.  They  had 
all  that  information.  It  was  available  for  any 
member  of  the  Council.  As  I  said,  every  member 
of  the  Council  was  invited  to  attend. 

Coun.  SULLIVAN— Mr.  President. 

President  KELLY — For  what  purpose  does  the 
gentleman  rise? 

Coun.  SULLIVAN— The  chairman  of  the 
Finance  Committee  mentioned  the  Fire  Commis- 
sioner and  other  commissioners.  This  has  only  to 
do  with  one  particular  sewer  loan. 

President  KELLY — The  point  is  well  taken. 

Coun.  SULLIVAN — I  am  inquiring  relative  to 
the  sewer  loan.  My  questions  have  not  been 
answered. 

President  KELLY — Have  you  anything  more  to 
say,  Councilor  Madden? 

Coun.  MADDEN — Other  than  as  I  said  before, 
if  the  councilor  was  interested,  he  could  attend  the 
hearing  and  his  questions  would  have  been 
answered  at  that  time. 

President  KELLY— All  right. 

Coun.  SULLIVAN— Mr.  President,  relative  to 
not  being  able  to  attend  the  hearing  on  last  Thurs- 
day, I  was  detained  at  the  City  Hospital.  I  did 
get  in  on  one  part  of  a  hearing  when  the  Fire 
Commissioner  was  present.  Then  the  meeting 
was  adjourned  to  2.30,  and  I  had  to  leave  to  go 
back  to  the  City  Hospital.  Present  at  that 
meeting  were  only  two  members.  I  think  that 
some  of  the  members  of  that  committee  should 
be  able  to  enlighten  us  on  what  the  main  dollars 
are  going  to  be  spent  for:  To  refuse  these  gentle- 
men here  to  refer  this  order  back  to  the  Executive 
Committee  so  they  can  get  information  is  taking 
an  about-face.  You  just  voted  on  an  order  of 
Councilor  Linehan,  asking  information  from  the 
Mayor.  You  reprimanded  the  Mayor  by  passing 
thai  order.  Here  you  give  one  of  your  own 
colleagues  a  slap  in  the  face  by  not  letting  him 
get  a  little  information.  I  am  not  saying  I  am 
for  or  against  the  order,  but  at  least  if  some 
members  here  are  not  satisfied  and  are  seeking  a 
little  additional  information,  by  all  means  let  them 
get  it.  You  talk  about  attending  a  meeting. 
Out  of  the  twenty-two  councilors  there  were  only 
two  others  there  beside  myself  when  I  arrived. 
There  was  no  quorum  present  at  that  meeting. 
All  I  had  time  to  hear  was  Commissioner  Codman, 
and  not  one  penny  of  the  money  he  is  looking  for 
is  going  to  buy  some  of  the  surplus  fire  equipment 
that  the  government  has.  Their  story  is  they 
cannot  purchase  it.  You  know  what  the  story  is, 
gentlemen.  Let  us  be  honest  with  our  own 
colleagues.  Let  us  give  them  the  information 
they  seek.  I  was  not  able  to  be  present  there 
when  the  Public  Works  Commissioner  or  his 
division  engineer  were  there.     Let  us  be  honest. 

Let   ii     ' inrush  the  time.     I  have  plenty  of 

time.     If  you  gentlemen  have  some  place  to  go, 

you  can  go.  1  here  are  twenty-two  here  present 
today.  1  do  not  know  what  the  story  is.  They 
are  close  to  the  chamber.  In  my  SIX  years  I 
never  saw  a  loan  order  come  back  so  quickly. 
Once  again,  gentlemen,  I  think  it  is  only  fair  to 
refer  this  to  the  Executive  Session  to  give  a  chance 
lo  the  other  members  who  do  not  know  and  who 
did  not  get  the  answers  they  are  seeking  on  what 


thej    are   seeking.     It   will   not   have    to   change 
your  mind.     At  least,  let  us  satisfy   their  minds. 

Coun.  CHASE — Mr.  President,  may  I  ask  the 
committee,  as  a  whole,  through  you,  sir,  if  there 
is  any  one  member  of  the  committee  that  could 
give  the  information  requested  by  the  councilor 
from   Ward  9   (Coun.  Sullivan)? 

Coun.  FISH — In  the  first  place,  let  me  start. 
out  this  way.  It  was  understood  when  we  passed 
the  budget,  that  we  passed  $149,000  for  a  sewer 
loan.  We  have  all  had  knowledge  for  six  months 
that  it  was  coining  in.  It  is  nothing  new.  It  is  a 
loan  that  comes  in  probably  two  out  of  every 
three  years  as  the  clerk  stated.  As  long  as  I 
have  been  in  the  Council,  and  much  longer,  I 
guess,  it  was  necessary,  even  at  that  time,  back 
years  ago.  How  much  more  necessary  is  it  today? 
is  there  anybody  in  here  who  can  deny  that  the 
pipes  and  underground  sewers  are  in  worse  condi- 
tion than  they  ever  have  been  in  the  history  of 
the  city? 

Coun.  MUCHNICK — My  understanding  is  the 
councilor  was  going  to  answer  questions  as  to 
what  specifically  was  going  to  be  done  with  this 
money,  how  many  feet  of  pipe  would  be  used, 
and  how  many  men,  and  so  forth. 

President  KELLY — I  believe  the  councilor  is 
leading  up  to  that.  I  let  people  go  astray.  I  have 
let  them  go  astray  here  today. 

Coun.  FISH — I  have  already  given  an  answer 
which  is  reason  enough  for  the  loan.  We  have 
passed  millions  of  dollars  in  other  years.  We  are 
asking  the  same  amount  this  year,  with  the  sewer 
conditions  in  much  worse  shape.  What  is  it  going 
to  be  used  for?  For  the  repair  of  sewers,  that  is 
what  it  is  going  to  be  used  for.  They  are  not 
going  to  squander  your  money.  If  you  want  to 
tell  the  department  heads  they  are  spendthrifts, 
get  up  and  say  so.  I  do  not  believe  it.  They 
are  going  to  repair  sewers  for  public  convenience 
and  safety.  I  am  all  for  it.  I  was  for  it  in  the 
budget.  I  feel  I  availed  myself  of  the  opportunity 
to  be  present  and  all  of  you  had  the  opportunity 
at  the  Finance  Committee  to  get  the  information. 
The  information  there  was  available  to  all  of  us 
and  was  enough  to  convince  me  that  the  loan  is  a 
necessity. 

Coun.  MUCHNICK— Mr.  President,  the  infor- 
mation which  the  councilor  from  Ward  16  (Coun. 
Fish)  received  may  be  ample  to  convince  him  or 
to  convince  anybody  else.  But  so  far  we  have  not 
received  that  information  either  through  the  chair- 
man or  through  the  councilor  who  just  spoke  or 
directly  at  that  committee  hearing  from  the  heads 
of  the  departments.  Some  of  us  were  unable  on 
that  short  notice  that  was  given  to  rearrange  other 
schedules  in  order  to  get  over  to  that  meeting. 
Unfortunately,  I  happen  to  be  one  of  those  who 
had  something  else  that  had  to  be  done.  I  could 
not  get  away.  I  still  do  not  know  even  after  the 
general  statement  just  made  by  the  preceding 
councilor  how  many  feet  of  pipe  are  going  to  be 
used,  how  many  men  are  going  to  be  employed, 
whether  they  are  going  to  be  on  a  special  pay  roll, 
as  was  asked  by  Councilor  Sullivan.  I  do  not 
know  any  of  the  information  for  which  he  has 
just  asked  and  for  which  many  of  us  are  seeking. 
It  is  unquestionably  true  some  of  the  pipes  that 
are  in  our  sewer  system  are  in  a  state  of  disrepair. 
It  may  be  ten  million  dollars  worth  of  pipes  that . 
need  repair,  and  it  may  be  only  $10,000  worth  of 
pipes.  I  see  no  reason  for  picking  the  words  one 
million  out  of  the  air  when  maybe  the  same  pur- 
pose can  be  accomplished  with  less  or  when  it 
may  be  that  it  will  take  more  to  accomplish  a 
decent  job.  It  seems  to  me  if  nobody  in  this 
Council  has  any  real  information  as  to  the  details 
of  this  loan,  as  to  what  is  going  to  be  done  with 
the  loan,  we  owe  it  to  the  people  of  Boston  to 
pass  this  thing  along  until  such  time  as  we  do  get 
such  information.  If  we  are  going  to  do  every- 
thing that  the  Mayor  of  Boston  wants  us  to  do, 
if  we  are  going  to  be  rubber  stamps  for  him  or 
anybody  else,  then  let  us  say  so  publicly  now,  and 
let  us  pass  this  loan.  If  we  are  going  to  be  inde- 
pendent members  of  the  City  Council  acting  in 
the  best  interests  of  our  own  districts  and  of  the 
city  at  large,  look  into  these  problems  and  look 
into  them  carefully.  As  the  previous  speaker  said, 
he  is  all  for  making  repairs  on  the  sewers.  I  think 
it  is  true  of  every  man  in  the  Council.  I  think 
all  of  us  want  to  make  only  the  necessary  repairs 
and  we  want  to  make  sure  that  only  necessary 
repairs  are  made.  I  do  not  say  the  department 
heads  are  going  to  squander  the  money.  I  do 
not  say  the  Mayor  of  Boston  is  going  to  squander 
the  money  nor  do  I  say  that  all  of  this  money  is 
not  going  to   be   used  for  such   purposes  as   the 
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loan  order  calls  for.  But  until  such  time  as  I  am 
shown  that  it  is  going  to  be  used  only  for  those 
purposes,  and  until  such  time  as  all  the  members 
of  this  Council  are  shown  it  is  going  to  be  used 
only  in  the  best  interests  of  the  city,  it  seems  to 
me  we  should  not  vote  for  it. 

Coun.  BAYLEY — I  agree  with  the  distinguished 
councilor  from  Ward  14  (Coun.  Muchnick).  We 
have  been  trying  to  get  information  ourselves 
from  the  committee,  and  apparently  the  com- 
mittee members  cannot  give  us  the  information 
which  will  help  us  decide  whether  the  amount 
asked  is  sufficient.  Under  the  city  charter  the 
Finance  Commission  has  the  duty  under  section  18 
of  investigating  from  time  to  time  any  and  all 
matters  relating  to  appropriations,  loans,  expend- 
itures and  accounts.  It  is  my  understanding 
the  Finance  Commission  is  investigating  this  loan 
and  other  loans  before  the  City  Council  and  will 
shortly  have  a  report  for  the  members  of  ■  the 
Council.  I  think  it  is  only  fair  we  get  what  infor- 
mation they  have  in  their  careful  investigation. 
We  should  not  act  hurriedly  today,  one  week  after 
the  loan  orders  came  in,  before  we  are  able  to 
have  the  benefit  of  any  statistics  or  information 
they  may  find.  I  hope  that  we  will  wait  until  we 
have  that  information  before  we  act  on  this  loan. 
On  the  information  I  have  received  I  cannot  vote 
for  this  loan  today.  I  believe  it  is  only  right  we 
have  full  and  accurate  information  and  the  benefit 
of  whatever  report  the  Finance  Commission  of  the 
City  of  Boston  may  make  to  us. 

Coun.  LINEHAN — I,  like  every  other  member 
of  the  Council,  was  invited  to  attend  that  meeting. 
To  be  honest,  I  was  not  informed  what  it  was 
about.  I  did  not  know  what  it  was  about ,  until 
this  discussion  took  place.  I  certainly  think  I 
am  entitled  to  more  information  than  was  received. 
One  of  the  gentlemen  made  a  statement,  the 
gentleman  from  Ward  10  (Coun.  Fish),  who 
practically  challenged  the  councilors  to  get  up 
and  say  the  department  heads  were  spendthrifts 
if  they  saw  fit.  This  comes  under  the  department 
heads.  When  the  department  heads  recom- 
mended a  budget  of  .$11,000,000  in  excess  of  last 
year  after  his  Honor  the  Mayor  was  elected,  was 
it  because  he  told  them  to  economize  and  thev 
suggested  a  budget  of  $11,000,000  more  than 
last  year  and  then  it  gave  him  the  chance  to  say 
he  cut  it  down  $5,000,000  plus  the  one  million 
and  a  half  for  capital  improvements,  which  makes 
it  a  little  less  of  a,  saving?  I  do  not  know  whether 
the  department  heads  honestly  and  sincerely 
took  stock  of  all  of  their  equipment  and  their 
help  and  whatever  is  required  in  submitting  a 
budget.  But  when  you  see  a  budget  submitted 
for  $11,000,000  in  excess  of  the  year  before,  there 
is  something  wrong  somewhere.  This  is  especially 
true  when  you  find  a  Mayor  who  addressed  us  at 
the  Parker  House  and  told  us  we  would  get  normal 
times.  Up  to  date  I  have  not  asked  him  for 
anything.  This  loan  order  has  something  to  do, 
if  not  with  this  budget,  with  next  year's  budget 
and  the  next  year's  budget,  and  the  next  year's 
budget.  That  is  to  say  we  are  helping  to  spoil 
one  wonderful  accomplishment  of  the  Honorable 
Maurice  J.  Tobin,  the  lowering  of  the  city  debt 
$28,000,000  during  his  tenure  of  office  as  Mayor, 
if  I  am  correct.  What  are  we  going  to  do?  Now 
that  our  debt  is  fairly  low,  are  we  going  to  ruin 
that  one  good  thing  we  have  had  up  to  date,  the 
one  thing  that  probably  permits  us  to  borrow 
money  at  low  interest  rates?  If  we  keep  borrowing 
and  if  we  keep  increasing  the  tax  rate  like  $80,000 
for  a  boat  and  $80,000  for  something  else,  and  so 
forth,  our  bonds  will  not  be  such  good  investments 
in  the  financial  district.  The  word  is  going  to 
get  around  that  we  have  a  spendthrift  Mayor 
again.  His  Honor  the  Mayor  has  control  of  the 
budget  submitted  to  the  City  Council.  He 
could  have  cut  it  down  to  the  equivalent  of  Mayor 
Kerrigan's  budget.  He  was  in  a  position  to  do  so. 
He  told  the  members  of  the  School  Committee, 
"Why  didn't  you  cut  your  budget?  It  was 
within  your  power."  Why  didn't  he  cut  his 
budget?  It  was  within  his  power.  I  might  also 
say  it  was  within  the  power  of  the  members  of  the 
City  Council,  but  they  did  not  see  fit  to  cut. 
Here  we  are  faced  with  probably  a  $47  tax  rate  or 
thereabouts.  It  is  just  a  guess.  Nobody  knows 
what  it  is  going  to  be  by  the  time  the  year  is  over. 
It  seems  funny  to  me  it  comes  at  a  time  when 
out  Mayor  was  going  to  do  things  for  Boston  and 
save  Boston.  I  assume  he  meant  he  was  going 
to  lower  the  tax  rate  by  economy  measures  and 
by  the  use  of  that  brilliant  mind  of  his  which  we 
all   know   he  has.     Lo   and   behold,   those   things 


have  been  happening!  The  only  thing  he  showed 
that  might  lower  the  tax  rate  was  to  try  to  get 
permission  from  the  State  Legislature  to  borrow 
$10,000,000  to  apply  to  current  expenditures. 
What  jackass  could  not  do  that?  What  jackass 
could  not  lower  the  tax  rate  by  borrowing  millions 
of  dollars?  That  certainly  did  not  require  the 
brains  of  the  Honorable  Mayor  Curley.  As  we 
know,  he  is  a  brilliant  man.  If  he  could  tell  the 
School  Committee  to  reduce  their  budget  one 
million  dollars,  it  seems  to  me  he  could  have  told 
the  department  heads  under  his  control  to  lower 
their  requests  because  he  wanted  to  keep  the  tax 
rate  low  in  order  to  induce  business  to  move  into 
the  city.  As  a  matter  of  fact,  it  seems  everything 
he  does  drives  the  tax  rate  up  and  will  eventually 
drive  business  out  of  the  city  or  will  prevent  new 
business  from  coming  in.  Some  time  ago  we 
were  told  we  had  $125,000,000  in  conctruction 
which  might  have  come  up  this  year.  We  are 
sorry  to  say  under  the  new  rules  we  probably  will 
not  get  it  now  until  next  year.  It  will  not  help 
property  next  year.  Now,  if  business  was  going 
to  build  to  the  extent  of  $125,000,000  with  the 
thought  in  mind  that  our  tax  rate  was  $42.50 
last  year  and  possibly  more  this  year,  I  still  say 
that,  regardless  of  Mayor  Curley  and  the  acts  of 
the  City  Council,  business  still  thinks  Boston  is 
all  right.  That  is  proof  to  me.  If  they  can 
come  into  this  city  with  our  high  tax  rate  and 
build  and  build — I  mean  private  industry;  if  we 
can  believe  everything  we  hear,  it  is  $125,000,000. 
Private  industry,  mind  you,  that  is  coming  into 
this  city  regardless  of  the  tax  rate,  so  I  say  this 
city  is  not  as  bad  as  it  is  painted.  It  could  be 
better  if  his  Honor  the  Mayor  and  the  Boston 
City  Councilors  cooperated  and  saw  that  every 
nickel  was  spent  wisely.  I  will  not  say  we  do 
not  need  money  spent.  I  know  we  need  equipment 
here  and  there.  We  probably  do  not  need  as 
much  as  some  of  our  department  heads  say  we  do. 
Unfortunately  that  has  gone  beyond  our  province. 
The  budget  has  gone  down  to  his  Honor  the 
Mayor.  I  do  not  imagine  he  will  resubmit  it, 
at  a  cut  of  $5,000,000,  so  that  the  Council  can  go 
along.  I  am  sorry  to  say,  as  one  member  of  the 
Council,  if  this  vote  goes  wrong,  if  the  order  does 
not  go  to  Executive  Session,  I  am  sorry  to  say 
I  am  voting  on  a  matter  I  do  not  know  a  thing 
about.  Therefore,  I  am  forced  to  vote  against 
the  order,  if  that  is  the  way  it  is  to  go. 

Coun.  COOK— If  the  clerk  will  read  the  letter 
from  the  Commissioner  of  Public  Works  to  the 
Mayor  stating  the  basis  for  this  loan,  I  will  con- 
tinue from  there. 

President  KELLY— The  clerk  will  kindly  read* 
the  letter.     (The  clerk  read  the  letter  as  follows.) 

"City  of  Boston, 
Public  Works  Department, 

March  28,  194R. 
Hon.  James  M.  Curley, 

Mayor  of  Boston. 
Dear  Mr.  Mayor, —  It  is  customary  each  year  to 
provide  a  loan  of  $1,000,000  for  the  construction 
of  sewerage  works. 

I  feel  this  year  that  the  same  amount  should  be 
made  available,  and  I  respectfully  request  that 
you  ask  the  City  Council  to  provide  the  necessary 
loan  for  this  purpose.  The  department  has  a 
program  prepared  for  the  rebuilding  of  broken- 
down  sewers,  some  of  which  have  been  in  service 
for  many  years,  and  also  for  the  construction  of 
the  necessary  sewerage  works  in  streets  which  are 
to  be  built;  and,  in  addition,  the  program  includes 
some  very  necessary  and  essential  work  which 
should  be  done  in  constructing  sewers  to  take  the 
place  of  open  brooks  which  are  now  so  offensive 
to  public  health. 

In  anticipation  of  this  loan  which  I  now  recom- 
mend be  provided,  we  have  included  in  the  budget 
of  the  Sewer  Division,  the  so-called  "down  pay- 
ment" which  must  be  provided  from  taxation,  in 
accordance  with  the  provisions  of  section  5  of 
chapter  224  of  the  Acts  of  1936. 

Respectfully  yours, 

Robert  P.  Curley, 
Commissioner  of  Public  Works." 

Coun.  COOK — Mr.  President,  based  on  that 
letter,  I  think  it  is  reasonable  enough  to  start  a 
program  to  fix  up  the  sewerage  conditions  in  the 
City  of  Boston,  and  based  upon  the  personal 
knowledge  which  I  know  every  City  Councilor 
has  it  he  has  traveled  through  his  own  district, 
we  will  all  agree  the  city  would  do  well  to  start 
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fixing  the  sewerage  conditions.  I  do  not  think 
that  any  Citj  Councilor  will  be  helped  if  lie  is  told 
how  many  sewers,  the  price  of  the  pipes  and  how 
many  men  are  going  to  be  employed,  and  all  the 
details  asked  for.  1  do  not  think  it  would  sway 
his  opinion  one  way  or  the  other.  Again  on  the 
basis  that  the  department  heads  know  their 
business,  they  are  asking  for  an  amount  thai  is 
proper  in  order  to  correct  a  situation  thai  should 
be  corrected.     Furthermore,  this  order  will  conn' 

up  once  again  in  :i  week  or  two,  I  am  not  suit 
of  the  exact  time.  I  think  that  the  loan  order 
should  l>e  passed  now.  passed  on  that  information, 
and  in  the  delay  that  is  incurred  these  councilors 

who  want  specific  details  can  set  them  at  that  time. 

Coun.  CHASE — Due  to  the  fact  that  five  or  six 
councilors  desire  the  information  now,  f  am  going 
lo  move  at  this  time  that  the  matter  lie  laid  on  the 
table.      I  so  move. 

President  KELLY — Councilor  Chase  moves  that, 
this  matter  be  laid  on  the  table.  It  is  not  a  vote. 
Councilor  Chase  doubts  the  vote,  and  a  number 
of  councilors  having  joined  him,  ask  for  a  roll  call. 
The  clerk  will  call  the  roll. 

The  motion  to  lay  on  the  table  was  lost,  yeas  5, 
nays  15: 

Yeas — Coun.  Bayley,  Chase,  Linehan,  Much- 
nick.  Sullivan — 5. 

Nays — Coun.  Bryan,  Cantwell,  Coffey,  Cook, 
Fish,  Harmon,  Hurley,  Keenan,  Kelly,  Kinsella, 
Lane,  Madden,  McCormaek,  Russo,  Scannell — 15. 

President  KELLY — The  question  comes  on  the 
passage  of  the  appropriation  for  a  $1,000,000 
sewer  loan . 

Coun.  SULLIVAN — May  I  press  for  answers  to 
my  questions  from  some  member  of  the  committee 
or  any  member  of  the  Council? 

Coun.  HANNON — I  am  not  going  to  attempt 
to  answer  any  specific  questions,  but  it  seems  to 
me  that  the  regular  function  of  the  Council  here 
is  that  we  appoint  committees  in  order  to  ex- 
pedite matters.  Certainly  we  should  rely  upon 
the  report  of  the  committee  to  some  extent.  The 
committee  holds  hearings  and  brings  in  a  recom- 
mendation either  pro  or  con.  Ever  since  I  have 
been  here  I  have  been  opposed  to  referring  matters 
to  the  Executive  Committee.  We  obtain  nothing 
out  there  but  a  lot  of  hot  air.  We  come  back  in 
here  and  reproduce  it.  We  have  talked  now  over 
half  an  hour  on  this  matter.  If  this  is  sent  to  the 
Executive  Committee  we  would  talk  for  a  couple 
more  hours,  and  then  we  would  come  back  in 
here  and  the  very  same  arguments  would  be 
presented  in  here  that  were  heard  in  Executive 
Session.  I  am  against  sending  the  matter  to  the 
Executive  Committee.  As  far  as  the  loan  order  is 
concerned,  I  think  it  is  about  time  that  we  did 
something  here  in  the  way  of  construction.  I  do 
not  care  for  what  purpose  the  money  is  being 
borrowed.  If  it  is  going  to  provide  work,  I  am 
in  favor  of  it.  When  the  war  was  over,  we  read 
in  the  headlines  in  the  papers  about  this  and  that 
construction  which  was  going  to  start,  so  much 
money  was  going  to  be  used  and  so  many  men 
were  going  to  be  put  to  work.  Yet  we  find  our- 
selves today  in  the  poorest  condition  of  any  city 
in  the  country,  I  think,  as  regards  providing 
work  and  employment  for  the  returning  veteran. 
The  only  way  to  provide  work  is  to  provide  money. 
This  is  the  opportunity.  The  sewers  need  re- 
building. I  could  spend  the  money  in  my  own 
district.  I  do  not  think  any  of  the  money  would 
be  wasted.  There  are  twenty-one  other  districts 
to  be  taken  care  of.  I  think  sewers  are  a  necessity. 
In  order  to  build  sewers  we  have  to  have  money. 
In  order  to  have  money,  we  must  vote  it.  I  am 
going  to  vote  for  it.  This  must  be  passed  on  again 
two  weeks  from  now  by  fifteen  members  of  this 
Body.  In  the  ensuing  two  weeks,  I,  or  any  other 
Councilor,  who  is  interested  in  what  work  is  going 
i"  be  done,  can  go  to  the  Sewer  Department  and 
find  out  over  there.  I  do  not  think  we  would  gain 
anything  here  by  delay.  We  would  come  in  here 
on  some  other  day  and  somebody  else  would  want 
more  information. 

Coun.  LINEHAN— Will  the  gentleman  yield  for 
a  question? 

i  oun.  HANNON— Yes. 

''.in,  LINEHAN— I  would  like  to  ask  the 
gentleman  of  Ward  13  (Coun.  Hannon)  what 
makes  him  so  sure  lie  will  get  information  from 
department  heads  when  our  Mayor  has  alreadj 
refused  us  such  valuable  information  as  I  sought 
last  wi 

Coun.  HANNON  — Well,  Mr.  1'resident,  I 
think  my  good  friend  could  get  the  information. 

I  think  that  is  where  he  made  his  mistake,  asking 


it  of  the  Mayor.  I  think  he  could  get  it  from  the 
Budget  Commissioner  and  the  Auditor  and  any 
department  head  of  whom  he  wished  to  inquire 
about  the  number  of  employees.  Knowing  the 
Public  Works  Commissioner  as  I  know  him,  1 
am  certain  he  can  get  all  the  information  per- 
taining to  this  loan  he  desires. 

Coun.  COFFEY — I  think  everybody  has  said 
all  they  wanted.  If  there  is  any  information 
forthcoming,  it  is  not  coming  today.  I  move  the 
previous  question. 

President  KELLY — Councilor  Coffey  moves 
the  previous  question.  It  is  a  vote.  Councilor 
Bayley  doubts  the  vote  and  asks  for  a  roll  call, 
the  necessary  councilors  joining  with  him.  The 
clerk  will  call  the  roll. 

(  null.  BAYLEY — May  I  speak  on  the  question? 

President  KELLY — I  am  sorry,  there  is  no 
debate  on  the  question. 

The  roll  was  called,  and  the  motion  for  the 
previous  question  was  carried,  yeas  15,  nays  5: 

Yeas — Coun.  Bryan,  Cantwell,  Coffey,  Cook, 
Fish,  Hannon,  Hurley,  Keenan,  Kelly,  Kinsella, 
Lane,  Madden,  McCormaek.  Moriarty,  Russo — 15. 

Nays — Coun.  Bayley,  Chase,  Linehan,  Much- 
nick,  Sullivan — 5. 

President  KELLY — The  question  comes  on  the 
passage  of  the  order.     There  is  no  debate. 

Coun.  SULLIVAN — I  move  reconsideration. 

President  KELLY — No  motions  are  in  order, 
no  motion  of  reconsideration.  The  clerk  will  call 
the  roll. 

The  order  was  passed,  yeas  15,  nays  4: 

Yeas — Coun.  Bryan,  Cantwell,  Coffey,  Cook, 
Fish,  Hannon,  Hurley,  Keenan,  Kelly,  Kinsella, 
Lane,  Madden,  McCormaek,  Moriarty,  Russo — 15. 

Nays — Coun.  Bayley,  Chase,  Linehan,  Much- 
nick— 4. 

Coun.  SULLIVAN — Is  reconsideration  on  the 
order  now  in  order? 

President  KELLY — It  is. 

Coun.  COOK — Mr.  President,  a  point  of  order. 
It  seems  to  me  that  once  a  question  has  been 
moved  and  a  vote  taken,  reconsideration  is  out  of 
order. 

President  KELLY — The  question  of  recon- 
sideration previously  was  on  referring  it  to  the 
Executive  Committee.  This  is  another  question. 
Reconsideration  is  in  order. 

Coun.  SULLIVAN — I  really  have  to  laugh. 
Here  this  afternoon  the  members  of  this  Body 
complained  about  the  treatment  they  received. 
We  did  not  receive  the  salary  raise,  the  salary 
increase.  We  are  really  the  laughing  stock  of  the 
town.  We  did  an  about-face  here  this  afternoon 
in  a  way  which  we  should  be  ashamed  of.  Coun- 
cilor Linehan  presented  an  order  a  week  ago  when 
I  was  not  present.  You  voted  and  passed  it. 
He  was  seeking  certain  information.  Because 
that  information  was  not  forthcoming,  he  in- 
troduced another  order  which  was  passed  under 
suspension  of  the  rule  practically  reprimanding 
the  Mayor  because  we  did  not  get  the  information 
which  we  sought.  I  do  not  blame  the  Mayor 
when  we  refuse  our  own  members  information 
here.  Then  we  are  told  to  go  to  the  department 
heads  and  get  the  information  we  ask.  I  do  not 
blame  any  one  of  the  department  heads  for  re- 
fusing to  give  information  to  an  individual 
councilor  when  this  Body  is  on  record  as  refusing 
to  get  information  for  the  members  here.  Can 
anyone  here  today  honestly  vote  for  that  $1,000,000 
and  leave  here  tonight  and  explain  to  his  con- 
stituents what  the  $1,000,000  is  for,  other  than 
repairs  of  sewers?  How  many  of  you  new  men 
here  know  that  this  is  part  of  the  pay  roll  that 
belongs  on  the  city  budget?  Did  you  find  that 
out?  The  older  members  here  are  not  trying  to 
enlighten  you.  What  is  the  matter  with  the  older 
members?  I  do  not  know.  Because  one  or  two 
of  us  had  information  there  is  no  reason  why  others 
should  be  deprived  of  it.  It  is  only  a  fair  request 
that  they  made  in  seeking  the  information.  How 
many  can  honestly  stand  up  and  explain  approxi- 
mately what  that  $1,000,000  will  be  spent  for? 
Is  it  for  new  construction?  Is  it  for  old  con- 
struction? How  many  repairs  are  going  to  be  done 
in  your  ward?  Was  a  list  submitted  on  the  num 
ber  of  sewers,  the  sewer  repairs  or  reconstruction 
to  the  committee?  I  asked  fair  questions  here 
from  tiie  members  of  the  committee  or  any  member 
of  the  Body,  and  I  could  not  get  an  answer.  How 
can  you  justify  yourselves  in  voting  for  $1,000,000 
because  someone  asked  for  it?  What  is  a  better 
day  to  get  it  into  Executive  than  today,  with 
twenty-two  members  here  present?  There  is  no 
worry   about  anyone  coming   ill    next   week.      The 


APRIL    15,     1946. 


210 


twenty-two  of  us  are  here.     Let  us  compile  our 
questions,  and  I  think  everybody  will  be  happy. 
1  do  not  think  we  should  slap  one  man  in  the  face  on 
the  second  floor  for  something  we  do  not  like  and 
then  do  an  about-face  and  slap  members  of  this 
Body.     There    are     twenty-two     members     here. 
Why  don't  you  stick  together?     If  one  man  wants 
the  information,  why  should  we  deprive  him  of  it, 
whether  he  is  able  to  change  our  vote  or  not?     I 
did    not    seek    to    change    anyone's    vote.     All    I 
sought  was  to  let  the  members  who  wanted  the 
information  get  it.     Some  day  it  is  going  to  fall 
on  you.     You  are  going  to  seek  information.     Do 
you  want  to  be  deprived  of  it?     You  are  a  powerful 
Body  here.     Why  don't  you  get  on  to  yourselves? 
Coun.    BAYLEY — I    was   disappointed    in    the 
vote  of  the  City  Council  on  this  loan  order  and 
the  refusal  to  let  the  members  get  information. 
I   was   especially  disappointed   that  the   previous 
question  was  called  for  before  we  had  a  full  debate 
on  this  matter.     We  live  in  the  country  of  America 
and    the    City    of    Boston.     Debate    is    the    very 
essence    of    democracy.     Are    we    going    to    put 
Hitler  tactics  into   force  here,   or  are  you  going 
to  allow  free  and  fair  debate,  so  that  councilors 
here   more   than   one   year   may   point   out   some 
things  to  councilors  here  less  than  that  length  of 
time?     I  have  learned  quite  a  bit  in  this  Council 
from  veteran  members.     I  respect  their  judgment 
highly.     I  am  only  a  second-term  councilor  myself. 
I  received  a  lot  of  information  this  term  and  last 
term.     As     the      distinguished      councilor      from 
Ward   9    (Coun.    Sullivan)    pointed   out,    are    we 
going  to   cut  debate  from  time  to  time  and  are 
.  we  going   to   be   a   part   of   the   recommendatory 
power   making    the    tax    rate    of    Boston    higher? 
We  have  a  right  to  stop  appropriations  if  we  are 
on  the  job  on  these  loan  orders.     Do  not  say  you 
are  not  responsible  for  the  tax  rate.     You  members 
of  the  Council  are  just  as  responsible  as  the  Mayor. 
That  is  one  of  the  most  important  functions  that 
you  have — to  keep   this  in  check  and   keep  that 
tax  rate  down.     We  are  not  doing  it  here,   nor 
did  we  do  it  when  we  had  the  budget  before  us, 
when  you  refused  to  follow  your  committee  and 
make  the  cuts  which  even  the  department  heads 
said  were  justified.     We  did  not  cut  out  $100,000 
of  the  snow  removal  budget.     The  Commissioner 
said  the  money  was  no  longer  necessary,  that  no 
further  storms  would  occur  this  spring,  and  they 
have    not.     Two    hundred   thousand   dollars    was 
plenty.     Is  that  saving  the  tax  rate  of  Boston? 
We  are  going  to  go  down  in  history  as  the  worst 
City  Council  that  we  ever  had.     Are  you  going 
to  do  a  fair  job  or  are  you  going  to  listen  to  the 
crack   of  the  whip  and  wipe  out  debate,   calling 
for  the  previous  question  before  we  have  ample 
debate,  and  run  these  things  through?  _  No  dictator 
downstairs  or  anywhere  is  going  to  dictate  to  me. 
I  am  going  to  act  in  what  I  think  the  right  way 
on  city  business.     I  believe  in  fair  debate.     Let 
us  get  hold  of  ourselves.     Let  us  act  fairly.     You 
people  are  on  trial  here.     There  will   be  a    time 
when  you  will  be  running  for  re-election.     I  might 
be  running,  I  do  not  know.     Some  of  you  will  be. 
Some  of  you  represent  wards  with  large  taxpayers 
who  voted  for  you  before.     Are  you  going  back 
to  them  and  say,   "I  had  a  lot  to  do  with  the 
tax  rate,  the  way  it  is  now,   and   I  never  voted 
to   cut  appropriations"?     This   city  is  not  going 
on  very  long  when  it  wastes  money.     There  are 
high   budgets   and   large   appropriations.     We   do 
not  thoroughly  investigate  them.     Let  us  look  at 
them  thoroughly  and  go  back  to  the  people  and 
say,   "This  is   what  the  money  is  for,   and  it  is 
reasonable.     This    money    must    be    spent.     We 
have    to    meet    these    expenditures."     Let    us    go 
back  and  say  that  to  our  people.     Are  we  going 
back  to  say,  "I  do  not  know  what  it  is  for.     No 
member   of   the    committee    could    enlighten,  me. 
They    could    not    answer    the    question"?     That 
makes   this   a   pretty   sorry   travesty   on   how   to 
do  business,  not  only  in  America,  but  in  the  City 
of  Boston.     If  you  are  going  to  listen  to  the  crack 
of  the  whip  and  shut  off  debate,  the  City  Council 
is    dropping    low.     I    do    believe    we    have    more 
power  than  we  have  been  exercising.     If  we  can- 
not  use   power   any   better   than    the   power   we 
have,  it  might  be  better  if  we  did  not  have  any 
power  at  all.     Here  is  your  chance  to  do  some- 
thing for  the  City  of  Boston.     Are  you  going  to 
do  it  or  be  a  rubber  stamp? 

Coun.  CHASE — Mr.  President,  I  do  not  know 
how  I  can  improve  on  what  the  gentleman  from 
Ward  5  (Coun.  Bayley)  said.  I  think  he  has 
put  everything  in  a  few  words  and  described  the 
situation  here  today.     We  have  had  a  change  to 


the  highest  tax  rate  the  city  ever  had  in  its  his- 
tory. Unless  the  City  Council  gets  down  to 
brass  tacks  in  the  future  and  carefully  scrutinizes 
everything  that  comes  from  the  Mayor's  office 
with  a  view  to  cutting,  in  order  to  keep  taxes 
down,  I  have  an  idea  that  not  many  of  us  are 
coming  back.  I  think,  Mr.  President,  that  the 
loud  cry  we  hear  throughout  the  city  for  Plan  E 
is  all  being  brought  about  because  of  situations 
similar  to  those  that  have  taken  place  here  today. 
This  is  the  Boston  City  Council.  We  are  elected 
here,  each  one  of  us,  by  the  citizenry  of  the  city 
to  act  as  a  check  on  his  Honor  the  Mayor.  We  are 
here  to  scrutinize  his  budget  and  his  loan  orders, 
to  ascertain  what  is  necessary  and  what  is  un- 
necessary. A  loan  order  is  put  in  here  today. 
Several  gentlemen  requested  information.  We 
were  unable  to  receive  that  information.  How 
could  we  intelligently  act  in  voting  on  this  question 
if  the  members  did  not  have  sufficient  information 
to  guide  themselves  by?  It  is  regrettable,  Mr. 
President,  that  there  is  such  a  move  going  on  in  the 
City  of  Boston  for  Plan  E.  Again  I  repeat,  it  is 
all  being  brought  about  by  the  tactics  of  this 
administration  in  snapping  the  whip  on  a  body  of 
"yes"  men.  -I  make  that  indictment  having  in 
mind  five  gentlemen  of  this  Honorable  Body  who 
sought  further  information  today.  The  members 
of  the  Committee  on  Finance  were  unable .  to 
provide  it.  Five  elected  members  of  the  City 
Council  sought  information  before  they  cared  to 
vote  on  this  question.  Now,  bear  in  mind,  sir, 
I  do  not  say  this  loan  order  of  $1,000,000  is  un- 
necessary. It  may  be  a  boon  to  the  city.  I  say 
the  steamroller  tactics  in  putting  it  across  are 
just  a  little  too  strong.  It  is  like  the  tactics  of 
Hitler  and  Mussolini  and  other  dictators,  and  it 
does  not  satisfy  me.  Mr.  President,  the  questions 
proposed  by  the  gentleman  from  Ward  9  (Coun. 
Sullivan)  were  very  reasonable  questions.  There 
is  no  reason  in  the  world  why  your  Committee 
on  Finance  could  not  answer  those  questions. 
There  is  no  reason  in  the  world  why  the  gentleman 
from  Ward  9  should  not  receive  the  answers  to  the 
questions  before  the  matter  was  brought  to  a  vote. 
I  am  afraid,  Mr.  President,  that  after  the  citizenry 
of  Boston  witness  the  inclination  of  the  Body  to 
be  a  group  of  "yes"  men  for  his  Honor  the  Mayor, 
they  are  going  to  make  up  their  minds  that  Plan  E 
is  the  type  of  government  they  want  in  Boston. 
We  have  all  the  power  in  the  world  to  act  as  a 
check  on  his  Honor  the  Mayor.  We  have  sufficient 
power  to  say  that  he  cannot  spend.  If  we  only 
exercised  those  powers,  we  might  have  been  in- 
strumental in  reducing  the  budget  this  year  and 
saving  some  taxes  for  the  taxpayers.  But  we  did 
not  exercise  one  iota  of  those  powers.  The  Mayor's 
budget  was  slammed  through  the  Council,  and  you 
even  went  back  on  the  recommendations  of  your 
Committee  on  Appropriations  when  he  snapped 
the  whip.  The  time  has  come  to  call  a  halt  on 
these  dictator  practices.  We  are  here  to  act  as  a 
check  on  the  Mayor.  Each  councilor  here  is  en- 
titled to  information  before  he  casts  his  vote  on 
any  subject  before  us.  If  the  councilor  is  entitled 
to  information  to  make  up  his  mind,  if  the  vote 

will  be  cast  in  the  right  direction 

President  KELLY — The  time  is  up,  councilor. 
I  want  to  be  fair.  You  have  spoken  eleven 
minutes  on  reconsideration.  I  want  to  uphold 
the  rules  of  the  City  Council  which  say  you  can 
only  speak  ten  minutes  on  reconsideration — -any 
one  member. 

Coun.  LINEHAN— Mr.  President. 
President  KELLY —  Councilor  Linehan  has  the 
floor.     I  want  to  be  fair. 

Coun.  LINEHAN — One  of  the  previous  speakers, 
some  time  ago  when  the  debate  started,  said  he 
thought  each  of  the  City  Councilors  knew  what 
he  needed  to  know  in  sewer  works  or  sewerage 
repairs  in  his  particular  district.  Might  I  tell 
that  gentleman,  at  least  the  gentleman  from 
Ward  7  (Coun.  Linehan)  does  not  know  what 
Ward  7  needs  in  the  line  of  sewerage  works 
Nobody  has  told  us.  I  do  not  know  what  Ward  7 
is  getting  done.  I  do  not  know  what  Ward  6, 
my  adjoining  ward,  is  getting,  or  my  colleague 
in  Ward  8  next  adjoining,  or  in  Ward  13.  That 
is  very  important  information  and  is  not  being 
had  here,  although  requested  by  some  of  us  poor, 
unfortunate  minority  councilors.  It  certainly 
seems  like  a  sewerage  problem.  Probably  it 
is  all  going  down  the  sewer.  I  hope  the  City  of 
Boston  is  not  going  down  the  sewer  with  it.  As  a 
City  Councilor  in  the  three  terms  I  was  elected 
to  this  Body,  I  have  always  voted  to  give  a  man 
information.     I   am   very  much   surprised   to   see 
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the  great  many  members  of  the  Council  who  do 

not  mt  tit  to  go  alone  wiili  that  policy.  Whj  .  I 
will  not  saj .  Probably  I  do  not  know.  Probably 
their  minds  are  made  up  and  they  know  more 
about  the  subject  than  1  do.  Thej  maj  know 
more  about  their  wards.  They  probably  know 
more  about  their  wards  in  regard  to  the  sewerage 
works.  I  hope  they  ilo.  1  do  not  know  if  the 
gentleman  from  the  Hack  Hay.  Ward  4  (Conn. 
Chase),  or  the  gentleman  from  Waul  5  (Conn. 
Bayley)  know  anything  about  their  sewerage 
winks.  1  think  they  are  entitled  to  know  whether 
their  ward  is  getting  repairs.  Also,  once  again, 
it  is  going  out  to  contractors.  Are  the  contractors 
hiring  veterans?  Is  there  any  provision  in  the 
contract  to  that  extent?  No,  I  do  not,  believe  so. 
1  do  not  be)ieve  there  will  he  any  special  conditions 
in  the  contract,  Hut  one  of  these  days  the  veterans 
an'  going  to  really  pile  up.  They  are  really  going 
to  go  to  town.  One  of  these  days  the  poor  tax- 
payers of  the  City  of  Boston  in  some  of  t lie  so-called 
conservative  wards  of  the  city — not  Ward  7. 
Ward  7  is  a  ward  that  probably  would  not  he 
known  as  conservative,  like  Ward  4  or  Ward  5, 
West  Roxbury  and  Hyde  Park  and  Brighton  or 
Bast  Boston.  Here  is  a  million  dollar  loan. 
How  much  each  councilor  knows  about  it,  I  do 
not  know.  I  know  nothing.  Some  of  yon  may 
know  something.  While  I  am  still  on  my  feet, 
may    I    ask    a    point    of    parliamentary    inquiry? 

President  KELLY — State  your  point,  of  par- 
liamentary  inquiry. 

Coun.  LINEHAN — Can  a  committee  bring  in  a 
report  to  this  Body  after  it  sits  with  less  than  a 
quorum? 

President  KELLY — A  quorum  of  a  committee 
has  to  vote  to  send  it  here. 

Coun.  LINEHAN— 1  would  like  to  ask  the 
chairman  through  you — I  am  yielding  for  an 
answer  to  the  question — is  it  a  five-man  com- 
mittee? 

President  KELLY — It  is  a  seven-man  committee. 

Coun.  LINEHAN — Were  there  four  men 
present  at  the  time  this  matter  was  voted  upon? 

Coun.  MADDEN— There  were. 

Coun.  LINEHAN— Well,  Mr.  President,  it 
looks  like  the  minority  is  getting  talked  out.  We 
are  getting  no  information,  with  all  the  questions 
we  are  asking. 

President  KELLY — You  have  three  minutes. 

Coun.  LINEHAN— Well,  that  is  something. 
Mr.  President,  may  I  ask  the  chairman  of  the 
Finance  Committee  how  much  eventually  this 
one  million  dollar  loan  order  will  cost  the  City  of 
Boston,  if  he  knows? 

Coun.  MADDEN — I  do  not  know. 

Coun.  LINEHAN— Mr.  President,  I  am 
dumbfounded  to  hear  that  the  chairman  of  the 
Committee  on  Finance  does  not  know  what  the 
SI, 000,000  will  eventually  cost  the  City  of  Boston 
to  borrow.  I  certainly  think  that  it  is  a  very 
important  question.  I  think  we  as  members  of 
the  City  Council  should  be  furnished  with  that 
information  before  we  vote  on  it. 

Coun.  FISH — Will  the  gentleman  yield? 

Court.  LINEHAN — I  yield  for  a  question. 

Coun.  FISH — Wrould  the  councilor  permit  me 
in  my  humble-  manner  to  give  an  answer  to  his 
question? 

Coun.  LINEHAN — I  would  be  glad  to  listen 
to  the  distinguished  councilor  from  Ward  16 
(Coun.  Fish). 

Coun.  FISH — The  cost  of  borrowing  the  loan 
is  $149,000,  which  is  ten  cents  on  the  tax  rate. 
It  cannot  be  denied,  if  we  spent  the  $1,000,000, 
the  $1,000,000  does  come  from  the  people.  Every 
cent  comes  from  the  people.  If  we  do  not  appro- 
priate it,  the  further  disrepair  the  sewers  may 
find  themselves  in  may  cost  the  people  five  or  ten 
or  twenty  times  as  much. 

Coun.  LINKHAN— Mr.  President,  may  I  ask 
the  gentleman  from  Ward  Hi  (Coun.  Fish)  if  he 
has  had  any  complaints  on  the  sewerage?  It 
seems  that  there  are  two  councilors  now  who 
haven't  questions  on  the  sewerage  in  their  wards, 
to  their  knowledge.  I  can  safely  say  there  are  at 
least  two-thirds  or  three-quarters  of  the  members 
here  who  do  not  know  what  is  going  on  in  the 
Sewerage  Department.  All  I  can  say  is  that  I 
hope  that  this  order  goes  down  the  sewer,  and  it 
look-  like  it  will  not. 

Conn.  CANTWKLL I  have  to  get  up  to  speak 
io  justify  my  vote  lor  I  he  sewerage.  I  could 
take  some  of  the  councilors  from  the  wards  that 
have  all  the  convenience  in  sewers  out  to  my 
ward  and  show  them  in  this  modern  age  cesspools 
around   mj    ward.     Every   week   I   receive  notices 


from  the  Health  Department  to  do  something 
about  them.  I  have  one  section  in  my  ward  that 
has  a  brook  that  is  flooded  frequently.  Cellars 
arc  flooded  frequently.  Two  years  ago  my  ward 
had  the  highest  percentage  of  cases  of  infantile 
paralysis  due  to  these  causes.  That  is  one  reason 
why  I  am  anxious  to  see  that  this  bill  goes  through, 
so  that  my  people  will  get  their  just  share  in  the 
improvements  in  sewerage. 

Coun.  LINEHAN— Will  you  yield  for  a 
question? 

Coun.  CANTWELL— Yes. 

Coun.  LINEHAN— I  would  like  to  ask  the 
gentleman,  through  the  Chair,  does  he  know  just 
how  much  sewerage  repair  is  going  to  be  done  in 
his  ward  as  a  result  of  this  loan  order? 

Coun.  CANTWELL— The  only  thing  I  know 
is  I  am  in  the  fight  for  my  share  of  it  for  my  ward 
for  repairing  and  for  new  sewerage. 

President  KELLY — The  question  is  on  recon- 
sideration. It  is  not  a  vote.  Councilor  Bayley 
doubts  the  vote  and  asks  for  a  roll  call,  two  of  (he 
councilors  supporting  him.  The  clerk  will  call  the 
roll. 

Reconsideration  was  lost,  yeas  5,  nays  15: 

Yeas — Coun.  Bayley,  Chase,  Coffey,  Linehan, 
Sullivan — 5. 

Nays — Coun.  Bryan,  Cantwell,  Cook,  Fish, 
Hannon,  Hurley,  Keenan,  Kelly,  Kinsella,  Lane, 
Madden,  McCorniack,  Moriarty,  Russo,  Scannell 
—15. 

The  order  will  come  up  for  its  second  reading 
and  passage  in  not  less  than  fourteen  days. 

2.  Report  on  message  of  Mayor  and  order 
(referred  April  1)  for  loan  of  $1,500,000,  to  be 
expended  by  various  departmental  officials  for 
cost  of  additional  departmental  equipment — that 
same  ought  to  pass. 

The  report  was  accepted,  and  the  question  came 
on  the  passage  of  the  order. 

Coun.  SULLIVAN— I  would  like  to  hear  the 
committee's  report  read. 

President  KELLY — Will  the  chairman  of  the 
committee  explain  to  the  councilor? 

Coun.  MADDEN — The  answer  to  that  is  what 
has  already  been  reiterated,  the  matter  has  been 
discussed  pro  and  con.  There  was  a  quorum  of  the 
committee  present  when  the  department  heads 
were  interviewed.  It  is  the  opinion  of  the  com- 
mittee that  the  order  as  requested  should  pass. 

Coun.  SCANNELL — Being  a  member  of  the 
Committee  on  Finance,  I  might  enlighten  some  of 
the  members  of  the  Body  on  what  is  needed  in 
this  city  as  f,ar  as  the  Fire  Department  is  con- 
cerned. We  got  information  from  the  Fire  Com- 
missioner that  some  of  the  fire  pumps  in  our  Fire 
Department  are  actually  eighteen  and  twenty - 
five  years  old.  In  the  past  four  or  five  years  since 
the  war  we  could  not  get  any  equipment.  Inci- 
dentally there  was  a  quorum  of  the  committee 
present.  The  councilor  from  Ward  5  (Coun. 
Bayley)  happened  to  be  there.  It  was  my  in- 
terpretation at  that  time  that  the  councilor  from 
Ward  5  was  satisfied  that  the  City  of  Boston 
needs  new  fire  equipment  to  see  if  we  can  stamp 
out  some  of  the  fires  we  have  been  having  in  the 
Back  Bay  and  South  Boston.  There  is  no  question 
in  my  mind  as  far  as  the  Fire  Department  is 
concerned,  we  do  need  this  money.  As  far  as 
fire-fighting  equipment  goes,  look  at  the  Tooner- 
ville  Fire  Department  we  have  in  the  city.  You 
might  see  some  day  something  like  the  holocaust 
of  the  Cocoanut  Grove,  unless  you  spend  two 
million  dollars  more  to  get  the  Fire  Department 
up  to  where  it  should  be.  As  far  as  the  Public 
Works  Department  is  concerned,  through  my 
questioning  I  learned  it  is  in  a  pretty  sad  state  of 
affairs.  Probably  40  per  cent  of  the  equipment  of 
the  Public  Works  Department,  as  the  Commis- 
sioner of  Public  Works  said,  is  nothing  but  a  total 
wreck  and  absolute  junk.  There  is  no  question 
in  my  mind  if  the  war  had  not  started,  we  would 
have  spent  three  or  four  million  dollars  in  just 
these  two  departments  alone  in  the  past  four  or 
five  years.  I  am  satisfied  of  that.  As  far  as  the 
Park  Department  is  concerned,  I  believe  he 
stated  he  needed  upwards  of  $250,000  for  trucks 
and  equipment  to  take  care  of  the  parks  and 
playgrounds.  I  am  satisfied  that  the  city  is  in  a 
deplorable  condition  as  far  as  equipment  is  con- 
cerned. I  am  satisfied  that  I  have  enough  knowl- 
edge in  the  Committee  on  Finance  to  vote  for  this 
loan  order. 

Coun.  LINEHAN — During  the  past  three 
months,  it  has  been  my  recollection  that  quite  a 
few  functions  of  the  Public  Works  Department 
have  been  taken  over  by  contract.     I  think  there 
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has  been  a  shifting  of  some  districts  which  were 
under  so-called  city  labor  over  to  contract  work 
which  of  course  means  that  the  city  does  not 
need  equipment  for  that  type  of  work.  I  do  not 
know  of  how  much  of  this  collection  of  ashes  and 
how  much  of  the  paving  of  streets  is  being  done 
by  private  contractors.  But  I  do  know  this  much, 
that  if  we  are  getting  more  and  more  work  done  by 
private  contractors,  the  city  needs  less  and  less 
equipment.  I  am  not  talking  about  the  Public 
Works  Department.  I  am  not  talking  about  the 
Fire  Department.  I  know  for  example  in  the 
City  of  Boston  before  the  year  is  out,  in  fact  it 
has  already  taken  place,  I  think,  the  City  of 
Boston  is  going  to  transfer,  if  they  have  not  al- 
ready done  so,  many  bridges  over  to  the  juris- 
diction of  the  state.  It  is  very  surprising.  It 
was  passed  by  the  Legislature  last  year  with  the 
assistance  of  Mayor  Kerrigan's  regime,  believe 
it  or  not.  I  do  not  doubt  in  the  long  run  that  is 
going  to  save  thousands  of  dollars  in  the  main- 
tenance of  bridges,  material  and  equipment  that 
might  go  into  the  bridges  when  they  are  being 
repaired.  I  am  bringing  these  little  items  out  to 
show  we  do  not  need  the  equipment  we  did  some 
years  ago.  We  did  not  have  any  contractors  doing 
the  paving  of  the  streets.  We  did  not  have  any 
contractors  collecting  the  garbage  and  the  ashes. 
It  seems  to  me  with  all  this  doing  away  with 
city  employment  on  some  of  these  functions,  we 
do  not  require  as  much  equipment.  I  do  want  to 
be  honest  with  you.  Once  again,  how  much  of  this 
one  and  a  half  million  dollars  is  going  to  the 
Public  Works  Department.  Nobody  said  so.  I 
do  not  know  how  much  is  going  to  the  Park 
Department.  Somebody  said  they  could  use 
$250,000.  I  do  not  know  if  the  Park  Department 
got  in  this  million  and  a  half  dollars.  How  much 
is  the  Fire  Department  getting?  I  still  do  not 
know.  To  be  honest,  I  do  not  know  how  many 
members  of  the  Council  know.  If  there  was  a. 
quiz  contest  now,  it  would  be  a  revelation.  There 
would  be  a  revolution.  That  is  to  say  once  again 
we  vote  for  items  not  knowing  much  about  them. 
Once  again,  gentlemen,  the  one  and  a  half  million 
dollars  costs  a  lot  of  money  to  borrow.  The 
councilor  from  Ward  16  (Coun.  Fish)  said  that 
one  million  dollars  will  cost  $149,000.  I,  too, 
thought  the  figure  of  $149,000  last  week  was 
based  on  a  $80,000  boat.  He  said  $80,000  would 
cost  $149,000.  -■ 

Coun.  FlSH — Would  you  like  an  answer  to 
that? 

Coun.  LINEHAN — I  will  3'ield  for  an  answer. 

Coun.  FISH — Any  individual  loan,  for  the 
councilor's  information,  will  cost  $149,000  whether 
it  be  for  a  small  amount  of  $80,000  or  for  several 
million. 

Coun.  LINEHAN — May  I  ask  the  gentleman 
from  Ward  16  does  he  now  mean  to  say  it  does  not 
cost  any  more  to  borrow  five  million  than*  it  does 
$80,000?     I  yield  for  an  answer  on  that. 

Coun.  FISH — I  still  say  that.  I  ask  the  clerk 
whether  I  am  correct  in  my  statement  or  not. 

Coun.  LINEHAN — May  I  ask  you  through  the 
clerk  if  the  city  borrows  ten  million  dollars,  am  I 
led  to  believe  it  will  cost  only  $149,000  if  it  is 
amortized  over  a  period  of  ten  years? 

President  KELLY — If  the  city  borrows  ten 
million  dollars  for  one  purpose,  it  is  $149,000  the 
same  as  for  $100,000. 

Coun.  LINEHAN — I  would  like  to  ask  a  further 
question  from  the  distinguished  gentleman  from 
Ward  16  (Coun.  Fish).  I  would  like  to  know  if 
the  City  of  Boston  borrows  ten  million  dollars, 
what  interest  rate  would  it  pay?  Does  he  know 
the  answer  to  that  question? 

Coun.  FISH — At  one  time  I  did  know.  I  do  not 
know  the  present  rate  of  interest. 

Coun.  LINEHAN — I  am  dumbfounded.^  You 
can  borrow  ten  million  dollars  as  cheaply  as 
$80,000. 

President  KELLY — I  am  informed  that  you 
can  borrow  at  1  %  per  cent,  the  prevailing  rate. 

Coun.  LINEHAN — Mr.  President,  having 
studied  finance  in  the  so-called  university  of 
Boston,  I  always  thought,  it  cost  whatever  the 
prevailing  rate  of  interest  would  be  on  the  amount 
of  the  loan.  May  I  ask  the  distinguished  gentle- 
man from  Ward  16,  my  good  colleague  from 
Dorchester,  if  I  am  wrong  or  just  what  is  the 
story? 

Coun.  FISH — I  am  not  a  financier  any  more 
than  the  councilor  from  Ward  7  (Coun.  Linehan). 
From  my  knowledge,  if  you  float  a  loan  of  five 
million   dollars,   authorize   a  loan   of  five   million 


dollars,  if  you  only  borrow  a  portion,  one  million 
dollars,  you  only  pay  the  interest  on  the  one 
million  dollars  and  the  other  four  million  dollars 
is  not  touched  in  any  way,  you  pay  only  the  per- 
centage on  what  you  borrow,  although  you  do  not 
borrow  what  you  are  fully  authorized  to  borrow. 

Coun.  LINEHAN — I  can  understand  you  get 
charged  only  on  what  you  borrow.  That  is  not 
very  revealing  at  all. 

President  KELLY — What  is  bothering  you? 
Maybe  I  can  find  out  from  the  City  Clerk. 

Coun.  LINEHAN — I  am  trying  to  find  out 
whatever  the  prevailing  rate  of  interest  is  on  this 
particular  loan  of  one  million  and  a  half,  if  they 
know  it.  Do  we  know  it  already?  I  pause  for 
an  answer  from  the  distinguished  gentleman  from 
Ward  16  (Coun.  Fish) . 

Coun.  FISH — I  think  I  have  given  sufficient 
answers  on  that  particular  angle. 

President  KELLY — I  am  informed  by  the  City 
Clerk  the  prevailing  rate  of  interest  at  this  time  is 
1  %  per  ce.it  on  loans  of  this  kind. 

Coun.  LINEHAN— May  I  ask  the  clerk, 
through  you,  doesn't  it  cost  much  more  in  dollars 
and  cents  which  will  eventually  affect  the  tax 
rate  to  borrow  ten  million  dollars  than  it  does  if 
you  borrow  $80,000? 

President  KELLY — The  more  you  borrow  the 
more  you  pay  back. 

Coun.  LINEHAN— That  is  all  I  have  been 
trying  to  get.  You  had  a  bug  in  my  ear  with 
$149,000.  We  do  pay  it.  The  higher  the  loan 
the  more  in  dollars  and  cents.  The  interest  rate 
might  stay  the  same,  but  we  will  pay  on  the  dollars 
we  borrow. 

President  KELLY— That  is  right. 

Coun.  LINEHAN — May  I  ask  somebody 
through  you  if  the  gentleman  from  Ward  16  does 
not  care  to  answer,  how  is  it  1H  million  dollars  is 
going  to  be  borrowed?  When  is  it  going  to  be 
paid  back  and  at  what  prevailing  interest  rate? 

Coun.  FISH — It  would  be  borrowed  when  it  is 
necessary. 

President  KELLY — We  borrow  as  we  feel  it 
necessary  to  borrow  over  a  period  of  time.  It  is  a 
five-year'  loan.  We  borrow  over  a  period  of  five 
years. 

Coun.  LINEHAN— We  might  borrow  $300,000 
every  one  of  the  five  years. 

President  KELLY— Whatever  it  is. 

Coun.  LINEHAN — We  might  borrow  it  during 
the  next  nine  months. 

President  KELLY— That  is  right. 

Coun.  LINEHAN — If  we  borrow  it  during  the 
next  nine  months,  you  are  going  to  pay  interest 
on  the  \]/2  million  dollars  over  a  period  of  five 
years.  That  adds  up  into  sugar.  It  is  going  on 
next  year's  tax  rate  and  the  subsequent  four  years 
after  that.  You  gentlemen  representing  con- 
servative wards  should  be  careful.  You  have 
some  tough  men  out  there  who  talk  the  tax  rate. 
Some  of  our  wards'  do  not  have  them,  but  you  do 
in  other  wards.  East  Boston  is  tough  on  the 
tax  rate,  too.  Once  again,  Mr.  President,  I  would 
like  to  get  more  information  if  I  can.  I  have 
been  trying  hard  to  get  some  all  day.  I  did  not 
get  it  last  week.  I  would  like  to  find  out  what  the 
money  is  being  borrowed  for  in  the  Fire  Depart- 
ment, what  kind  of  equipment,  and  what  kind  of 
equipment  in  the  Park  Department,  and  what 
kind  of  equipment  in  the  Public  Works  Depart- 
ment. Frankly,  in  my  opinion,  the  Public  Works 
Department  is  getting  to  be  less  and  less  a  de- 
partment. The  more  we  turn  things  over  to 
contractors,  the  less  we  should  have  of  a  Public 
Works  Department.  Once  again,  let  me  warn  you 
this  will  affect  the  tax  rate  next  year.  If  we 
borrow  this  year,  I  do  not  doubt  but  what  we  shall 
pay  interest  this  year.  If  that  is  so,  it  does  affect 
the  tax  rate  of  this  year  to  whatever  extent  in 
dollars  and  cents  the  interest  payment  might  be 
plus  the  principal.  I  sincerely  hope  we  go  slow 
on  this  and  wait  until  some  of  us  get  some  in- 
formation as  to  what  is  being  bought  by  the  city, 
so  that  we  will  know  where  we  are  going  in  the 
so-called  ship  of  this  city  of  ours.  It  seems  to  be 
going  without  a  rudder  at  the  present  time. 

President  KELLY — The  question  comes  on  the 
passage  of  the  appropriation. 

Coun.  CHASE — Do  I  undertand  correctly  that 
no  one  knows  what  this  equipment  is? 

President  KELLY — The  members  of  the 
committee  were  asking  various  questions  of  the 
commissioner.     Maybe    they    can    enlighten     us. 
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Coun.  CH  VSE  \\  ill  some  rnembei  oi  the 
committee  ad\  i^e  me  on  this  one  and  :i  half  million 
dollars? 

a.  LAN!  I  had  not  intended  to  Bpeak' 
Mi.  President,  <u>  the  loan  orders  now  under 
discussion.  Hut  1  happened  to  be  present  a1 
meeting  held  last  week,  Forenoon  and 
noon.  I  had  the  pi  i\  ilege  of  listening  to 
very  able,  eminently  well-qualified  Commissioners 
t  lodman,  ( lurlej  .  Long  and  ( larven.  1  am  satisfied 
that  the  Citj  of  Boston  needs  this  equipment. 
Commissioner  Codraan  in  presenting  his  side  of 
the  case  for  the  Fire  Departmt  nl  made  a  statement . 
and  I  challenge  any  member  of  the  so-called 
opposition — after  all  we  arc  all  good  friends, 
1  hope — todenj  this  loan.  Commissioner Codman 
made  the  statement  

Coun.   SULLIVAN— Mr.    President. 

President  KELLY — For  what  purpose  docs  the 
gentleman    rise? 

Coun.  SULLIVAN — A  point  of  information. 
I  would  like  to  ask  the  gentleman  from  Ward  21 
(Coun.  Lane)  or  the  now  chairman  of  the  Finance 

Committee  to  explain  what  lie  means  by  opposition. 
\,,  one  is  opposed  to  this  order.  All  we  are  I  rying 
to  do  is  seek  for  information. 

Coun.  CHASE— Mr.  President. 

President  KELLY — One  at  a  time. 

Coun.  CHASE— I  yield. 

President  KELLY) — I  think  the  gentleman  is 
trj  inn  to  give  information  if  you  will  let  him  go  on. 
Coun.  SULLIVAN — I  would  like  an  explanation 
of  the  word  "opposition." 

Coun.  LANE — I  will  be  glad  to  answer  the 
question  as  best  I  can.  By  "opposition"  I  mean 
nothing  reflecting  in  any  manner  on  any  of  those 
individuals,  individually  or  collectively,  who 
apparently  arc  doing  their  best  to  delay  the 
passage  of  this  order. 

Coun.  SULLIVAN — What  proof  has  the 
gentleman  received?  Mr.  President,  a  point  of 
information. 

President  KELLY — State  your  point  of  informa- 
tion. 

Coun.  SULLIVAN — What  does  the  gentleman 
base  his  reasons  on?  All  the  opposition  is  trying 
to  do  is  to  receive  information,  if  you  want  to  call 
it  opposition. 

Coun.  CHASE — Mr.  President,  a  point  of 
parliamentary   inquiry. 

President  KELLY — Just  a  minute.  Will  you 
try  to  give  every  member  of  the  Council  who 
desire,  any  information  you  can  give  them? 

Coun.  LANE— -Gladly. 

Coun.  CHASE— Mr.   President. 

President  KELLY — For  what  purpose  does  the 
gentleman  rise? 

Coun.  CHASE— Mr.  President,  I  have  the 
floor.  I  yielded  to  get  an  answer  from  some 
gentleman  to  advise  me. 

President  KELLY — I  thought  the  gentleman 
was  going  to  give  you  an  ansWer. 

Coun.  CHASE — He  is  not  giving  me  any 
answers.     He  is  making  a  speech. 

President  KELLY — He  is  leading  up  to  giving 
you  an  answer,  if  you  will  please  be  patient. 

Coun.  LANE — As  I  was  saying,  Mr.  President, 
Commissioner  Codman  in  appearing  before  the 
committee  one  day  last  week  said,  "It  will  interest 
you  members  of  the  committee  to  know  that  if 
in  the  City  of  Boston  we  had  two  four-alarm  fires 
.simultaneously,  we  would  not  be  able  to  success- 
fully combat  them."  Through  the  Chair,  may 
I  ask  if  that  statement  is  correct,  Councilor 
Scannell? 

Coun.  SCANNELL— That  is  true. 

Coun.  LANE — I  will  give  you  the  breakdown 
OD  the  figures  if  you  wish  them.  One  million  five 
hundred  thousand  dollars  is  being  sought  under 
this  loan  ordei  for  equipment  which  will  directlj 
benefit  four  majoi  departments  of  the  city — the 
Police.  Public  Works  and  Park  Departments. 
W  ,  have  a  total  breakdown  of  $1,126,378  for  all 
departments,  leaving  a  balance  of  $373,622. 
Most  of  the  balance  will  be  applied  to  the  Fire 
Department.  Under  the  Park  Department  we 
have  $108,200  for  motor  vehicles.  Under  the 
Polio  Department  we  have  $96,000.  Under 
Public  Works  Department,  for  only  one  division, 
the  Sanitarj  Division,  for  new  motor  vehicles, 
Irj  i  ,900  !■'•'  [i"  Fire  Di  pai  I  men1  we 
ehicles  alone,  $196,500.  We  have 
a  total  of  $942,875  out  of  the  million  and  a  half 
for  motoi  ehicli  H  there  are  anj  othei  ques- 
tion-,  I   would  be  glad   to  answer  them  if  I   can. 

Pi,  jident  KELLY  -Thank  you. 


Coun.  CHASE  Mr.  President,  as  1  under- 
stand it,  there  is  $196,000  for  lhe  Fire  Department. 
Is    that     correct?     ■ 

Coun.  LANE — One  hundred  ninety-six  thousand 
five  hundred  dollars  for  the  Fire  Department. 

Coun.  CI  I ASE  --What  do  you  propose  to  buj 

with  il? 

Coun.  LANE— New  equipment,  new  pumps, 
fire  engines,  ladders,  and  any  other  things  lhc\ 
might  require  in  the  form  of  new  equipment, 

Coun.  CHASE — Nine  hundred  and  forty-two 
thousand  dollars  in   Public  Works  Department.? 

Coun.  LANE— No,  we  have  not— $942,000  for 
new  vehicles  for  all  of  the  city  departments,  total. 

Coun.  CHASE— How  much  for  the  Public 
Works  Department? 

Coun.  LANE — We  have  it  broken  down  by 
divisions.  Sanitary,  $364,900  for  new  vehicles. 
I  can  give  you  the  breakdown  for  the  other  depart- 
ments, if  you  wish  them. 

Coun.  SULLIVAN— A  total  of  $942,000,  I 
understand,  is  to  be  for  equipment  and  trucks. 
J  ask  the  chairman  or  a  member  of  the  committee 
if  this  $942,000  is  for  trucks  and  equipment,  a  total 
grant  out  of  a  million  and  a  half  dollars? 

President  KELLY — Nine  hundred  and  forty- 
two  thousand  dollars  is  the  total. 

Coun.  LANE — For  vehicles  alone.  There  are 
other  items  in  the  million  anel  a  half. 

Coun.  SULLIVAN— How  much  of  the  $942,000 
is  to  be  used  to  purchase  equipment  declared 
surplus  by  the  War  Department — Army  trucks  and 
so  forth — if  that  can  be  answered? 

Coun.  LANE— Briefly,  I  think,  if  I  may,  I  will 
call  on  Councilor  Scannell.  He  asked  the  same 
question. 

Coun.  SCANNELL— Mr.  President,  that  was 
the  question  I  asked  the  Fire  Commissioner.  He 
informed  me  at  the  present  time  there  is  no  surplus 
equipment  held  by  the  Army  and  Navy.  I 
further  questioned  the  commissioner.  He  said 
he  did  not  think  this  equipment  would  be  beneficial 
to  the  city  for  the  fire-fighting  forces. 

Coun.  SULLIVAN— What  about  the  other 
departments,  the  Park  Department  and  the  Public 
Works  Department,  and  so  forth?  What  were  the 
answers  of  the  department  heads,  if  they  made 
inquiries  as  to  whether  they  were  going  to  purchase 
surplus  commodities  like  trucks? 

Coun.  SCANNELL — Mr.  Chairman,  I  also 
asked  those  questions  at  the  meeting  of  the  Com- 
mittee on  Finance.  They  informed  me  the  Park 
Department  was  going  to  get  some  jeeps  from  the 
Army.  I  believe  the  Public  Works  Commissioner 
informed  me  that  any  surplus  commodity,  any 
trucks  suitable  for  the  service  that  were  available, 
will  be  purchased  from  the  Army. 

Coun.  SULLIVAN — Mr.  President,  may  I  ask 
another  question  of  some  member  of  the  com- 
mittee? Who  is  going  to  determine  the  suitability 
of  this  equipment? 

Coun.  SCANNELL— I  believe  that  the  Park 
Department  or  the  Supply  Department  will . 
They  have  men  available  who  buy  this  equip- 
ment. I  believe  they  know  their  business.  That 
is  what  they  are  getting  paid  for. 

Coun.  SULLIVAN — A  further  point  of  infor- 
mation, Mr.  President.  If  $149,000  has  to  be 
appropriated  with  each  loan  order,  what  does  the 
$149,000  cover  on  the  loan  orders? 

President  KELLY — I  am  informed  there  are 
three  separate  appropriations  of  $149,000,  each 
one  for  each  separate  loan  order. 

Coun.  SULLIVAN — There  was  another  one  last 
week  for  $149,000  for  the  $80,000? 

President  KELLY — That  was  an  appropriation 
and  not  a  loan. 

Coun.  SULLIVAN— Thank  you. 

President  KELLY — The  question  is  on  the 
passage  of  the  order.     The  clerk  will  call  the  roll. 

Coun.  LINEHAN— Before  you  call  the  roll, 
Mr.  President,  it  seems  to  me  we  are  coming  to 
the  point  where  we  have  such  distinguished  de- 
partment heads  we  believe  everything  they  say. 
I,  for  one,  do  not  believe  it.  Any  group  of  de- 
partment heaels  that  will  submit  a  budget  of 
$11,000,000  more  than  last  year's  budget  certainly 
is  not  acting  for  the  best  interests  of  the  City  of 
Boston.  When  it  comes  to  the  Fire  Commissioner 
himself  saying  if  we  had  two  four-alarm  fires  in 
different  parts  of  the  city  we  could  not  handle 
them,  I  do  not  know  if  that  is  so  true.  Probably 
it  has  been  true  all  through  the  years  in  Boston. 
Two  four-alarm  fires  in  Boston  would  be  a  lot  of 
fire.  When  they  say  the  Army  and  Navy  equip- 
ment is  not  proper  I'm  the  City  of  Boston  Fire 
Department,    I   do   not  agree   with    the  gentleman 
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in  charge  of  the  Fire  Department,  because  I  know 
that  the  Navy  has  stations  throughout  this  state, 
throughout  this  nation,  and  throughout  the  world. 
At  all  the  different  islands  of  the  Southwest  Pacific 
there  are  all  kinds  of  Navy  fire-fighting  equipment. 
It  could  very  well  be  used  by  the  City  of  Boston. 
I  happen  to  have  been  a  security  officer  in  the 
Navy  for  a  short  while.  I  also  attended  a  fire- 
fighting  school  in  South  Boston,  an  exceptionally 
fine  one  conducted  by  the  Navy.  The  Navy  hose 
is  no  different  from  that  used  in  the  City  of  Boston. 
What  is  going  on?  Is  it  because  there  is  no  profit 
out  of  good  surplus  materials,  or  is  there  going  to 
be  more  profit  out  of  buying  from  private  com- 
panies? Is  that  the  nigger  in  the  woodpile? 
That  is  why  I  would  like  more  information.  I 
would  like  to  have  some  kind  of  promise  from  some- 
body. I  do  not  know  what  good  promises  are  in 
these  days.  They  might  promise  not  to  spend 
money  for  this  or  that,  and  the  first  thing  you 
know  the  request  would  be  coming  in  to  spend  the 
money  for  this  instead  of  that.  I  am  sorry  to  say 
once  again  all  I  got  on  this  particular  order  is  that 
they  are  buying  equipment  for  the  Fire  Depart- 
ment. I  still  have  not  found  out  what  kind  of 
equipment.  I  have  not  been  told  what  type  of 
hose  and  type  of  fire  engines  they  are.  Are  they 
ladders?  What  are  they?  Is  it  equipment  for 
the  men?  What  kind  of  equipment  is  it  for  the 
Fire  ^Department?  I  think  when  we  get  these 
department  heads  before  us,  we  should  not  only 
sit  in  the  room  in  Executive  Session  with  them  here; 
we  should,  as  a  Body,  if  we  can,  or  at  least  as  a 
committee,  go  down  and  see  this  equipment  that 
is  needed,  look  at  the  present  equipment  and  find 
out  its  defects  and  what  we  need.  Can  it  be 
repaired?  Do  we  need  this  new  stuff?  We  should 
get  some  experts  to  go  along  with  us,  not  just  the 
Fire  Commissioner.  After  all,  the  department 
heads  do  not  have  to  come  before  us  if  the  Mayor 
says  no.  We  found  that  out.  Probably  the 
Attorney-General  might  force  them  to  say  they  will 
come  before  us.  I  am  stalling  here,  probably  using 
a  lot  of  time.  Once  again  it  is  for  a  good  purpose. 
I  do  not  mind  the  gentlemen  yawning.  It  gets 
kind  of  tiresome  after  awhile.  But,  honestly, 
gentlemen,  it  is  going  to  get  tiresome  for  the  tax- 
payers in  places.  We  already  know  the  tax  rate 
is  going  to  be-  much  larger  than  last  year's,  which 
was  the  highest  for  many  years.  At  the  rate  it  is 
going,  and  the  rate  these  things  are  coming  in  the 
City  Council  and  the  rate  the  majority  of  the 
members  of  the  City  Council  will  vote  for  an 
appropriation  at  the  request  of  the  Mayor,  I  am 
almost  afraid  to  think  of  what  the  tax  rate  will  be. 
I  certainly  hope  this,  regardless  of  what  the  tax 
rate  is  —  I  hope  that  his  Honor  the  Mayor  does 
not  get  mad  at  business  and  drive  business  out 
by  over-assessing  the  business  establishments  in 
the  city.  We  need  what  we  have.  I  hope  that 
threat  that  was  made  a  short  while  ago,  I  hope  he 
forgets  it  for  the  interest  of  the  taxpayers  of  the 
city,  because,  if  he  does  that,  he  is  doing  the  one 
thing  he  said  he  would  not  do  —  he  is  driving 
business  out  of  the  city. 

Coun.  SCANNELL— Mr.  President,  I  do  not 
like  to  disagree  with  my  colleague.  I  have  facts 
with  respect  to  the  Fire  Department.  The 
United  States  Navy  has  requested  fire  protection 
in  the  South  Boston  Navy  Yard  for  some  fifteen 
flat-tops,  or  airplane  carriers,  that  are  going  to  be 
stationed  here  for  storage.  I  do  not  like  to  get 
into  any  argument  with  any  of  my  colleagues  in 
regard  to  fire-fighting  equipment.  I  agree  with  the 
Fire  Commissioner  after  the  story  he  told  the 
Committee  on  Finance  that  they  needed  new  fire 
equipment  in  this  city.  People  are  dying  probably 
because  we  have  not  the  right  equipment.  There 
was  a  fire  in  the  Back  Bay,  one  in  South  BQston, 
and  at  the  Cocoanut  Grove.  We  cannot  say  there 
is  not  enough  money  in  this  city  to  protect  the 
lives  of  men,  women  and  children.  If  we  need 
one  million  or  two  million  dollars  for  fire  equip- 
ment, hospitals,  sanitary  works  or  playgrounds, 
then  let  us  have  it  for  the  best  interest  of  the  city. 

Coun.  LINEHAN— Will  the  gentleman  yield  for 
a  question? 

Coun.  SCANNELL— I  shall. 

Coun.  LINEHAN — For  the  information  of  the 
gentleman  from  South  Boston  (Coun.  Scannell)  I 
never  at  any  time  said  we  did  not  need  this  equip- 
ment. Therefore,  I  ask  him  to  withdraw  his 
statement  when  he  said  he  would  take  issue  with 
me.  I  merely  want  information  as  to  what  type 
of  equipment  we  are  getting.  I  hope  he  with- 
draws   that   statement    about    taking    issue    with 


me.     I  am  certainly  not  taking  issue.     I  want  to 
know  what  the  city  is  getting  for  its  money. 

Coun.  SCANNELL— Well,  Mr.  President,  can 
I  answer  that?  I  informed  the  Council  that  the 
United  States  Navy  has  asked  that  the  City  of 
Boston  protect  the  airplane  carriers  that  are 
going  to  be  stationed  in  South  Boston.  The  Fire 
Commissioner  informed  us  they  have  not  the 
equipment.  The  Navy  has  not  enough  to  take 
care  of  the  South  Boston  Navy  Yard  That  is 
why  I  say,  Mr.  President,  as  far  as  taking  issue 
with  the  councilor  from  Ward  7  (Coun.  Linehan), 
I  merely  state  the  information  I  received  on  the 
equipment  they  have.  If  they  are  looking  for  our 
equipment  to  protect  the  Navy  Yard,  what  kind 
of  equipment  can  they  give  us  to  protect  the  people 
of  Boston? 

Coun.  LINEHAN— May  I  inform  the  gentle- 
man from  Ward  6  (Coun.  Scannell)  that  I  had  the 
pleasure  or  displeasure  of  serving  on  a  flat-top, 
one  of  those  baby  flat-tops  he  is  talking  about. 
I  happen  to  know,  when  the  Navy  ships  such, as 
the  flat-tops  go  out  of  port,  they  are  well-equipped 
for  firefighting.  They  have  to  be.  If  a  bomb  is 
dropped  on  them,  they  have  to  have  equipment. 
Every  one  of  them  has  plenty  of  equipment.  If 
they  get  hit  with  four  or  five  bombs,  they  have 
to  be  taken  care  of.  But  the  fiat-tops  have 
plenty  of  equipment  to  take  care  of  the  little  fires 
they  might  have  in  the  Navy  Yard.  I  think  the 
Navy  ought  to  take  care  of  its  own  equipment, 
which  it  seems  it  always  wants  to  do.  I  sincerely 
hope  it  is  possible  for  our  Fire  Commissioner  to 
see  if  he  cannot  get  the  Navy  to  take  care  of  its 
own  flat-tops.  For  his  information,  the  flat-tops 
are  well  able  to  take  care  of  themselves  when  it 
comes  to  fire  protection. 

.  Coun.  CHASE — Mr.  President,  this  is  a  loan 
order  of  a  million  and  a  half  dollars.  One  hundred 
and  ninety-six.  thousand  dollars  is  to  be  spent  on 
fire  equipment.  I  do  not  think  any  member  of 
the  Council  would  hesitate  to  vote  to  build  up  our 
Fire  Department  to  an  A-l  fire  department.  It 
would  take  only  $196,000,  apparently,  to  bring 
our  Fire  Department  up  to  date.  But  I  have  in 
mind  that  leaves  $1,300,000  to  be  spent  on  other 
vehicles.  I  do  not  think,  sir,  we  know  enough 
about  the  other  vehicles  to  be  able  to  cast  our 
votes  in  an  intelligent  manner  on  $1,300,000. 
I  know  that  many  trucks  we  use  in  the  Public 
Works  Department  are  not  being  used  today 
simply  because  the  work  is  being  done  by  con- 
tractors. I  would  like  to  know,  sir,  if  we  apply 
all  this  money  for  the  Public  Works  Department, 
if  it  would  enable  the  city  in  the  future  to  take 
care  of  certain  work  on  its  own  accord  and  do 
away  with  the  contractors.  I  would  like  to  ask 
this  question  through  you.  Is  it  possible  to 
reduce  this  loan  order? 

President  KELLY — A  motion  is  in  order  to 
reduce  the  loan  order. 

Coun.  CHASE — Mr.  President,  lam  very  much 
in  favor  of  a  bill  bringing  our  Fire  Department  up 
to  an  A-l  fire  department.  I  believe  in  voting 
the  necessary  $196,000  for  our  Fire  Department. 
But,  sir,  in  view  of  the  fact  we  have  $1,300,000 
for  other  equipment  such  as  public  works  and 
other  places,  and  we  do  not  know  how  really 
necessary  it  is,  I  feel,  sir,  we  can  reduce  this  loan 
order  to  $500,000,  which  would  enable  his  Honor 
the  Mayor  to  take  care  of  the  Fire  Department 
and  possibly  other  departments,  and  then  later 
on,  sir,  if  it  is  absolutely  essential  and  he  needs 
the  money,  let  him  come  in  and  it  will  not  cost 
him  any  more  money.  He  can  come  in  and  float 
a  million  dollars.  I  think,  sir,  we  are  entitled  to 
know  more  facts  before  we  vote  on  the  question. 
I  move,  sir,  we  give  his  Honor  the  Mayor  enough 
money  to  build  up  the  Fire  Department  to  an  A-l 
fire  department,  namely,  $196,000,  and  a  few 
hundred  thousand  dollars  for  other  vehicles,  and 
reduce  this  loan  order  by  one  million  dollars, 
thereby  giving  him  $500,000  for  equipment,  hav- 
ing in  mind,  sir,  that  he  can  come  in  at  some 
future  date  and  explain  to  us  the  equipment  that 
he  deems  absolutely  necessary  and  fully  and 
adequately  explain  it  to  us.  I  move,  sir,  that  this 
loan  order  be  reduced  by  one  million  dollars. 

President  KELLY — Councilor  Chase  moves 
that  this  loan  order  be  reduced  from  $1,500,000 
to  $500,000.  It  is  not  a  vote.  The  question 
comes  on  the  passage  of  the  appropriation.  The 
clerk  will  call  the  roll. 

The  order  was  given  its  first  reading  and  passage, 
yeas  15,  nays  2: 
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CITY     COUNCIL. 


('.Mm  Bryan,  Cantwell,  Coffey,  Ki-li, 
Hannon,  Hurley,  Keenan,  Kelly,  Kinsella,  Lane, 
Madden,  McCormack,  Moriarty,  Russo,  Seannell, 
—  15. 

Nays     Coun.  Chase,  Linehan — 2. 

The  order  will  eome  up  for  its  second  reading 
Mild  passage  in  nut  less  than  fourteen  days. 


RECESS. 

The  President  declared  at  6.12  p.  to,  a  recess  of 
twenty  minutes.  The  members  reassembled  in 
the  Council  Chamber  at  6.45  p.  m.,  President 
KEI.I.Y  presiding, 


CONTINUED     REPORT     OF     COMMITTEE 
ON   FINANCE. 

Coun.  MADDEN,  for  the  Committee  on 
Finance,  submitter!  the  following: 

3.  Report  on  message  of  Mayor  and  order 
(referred  April  8)  for  loan  of  $1,500,000  for  con- 
struetiou  of  Public  Ways  or  Permanent  Pave- 
ment— that  same  ought  to  pass. 

The  report  was  accepted,  and  the  question 
came  on  the  passage  of  the  order. 

Coun.  CHASE— Mr.  President,  I  would  like  to 
ask  the  chairman  of  the  Committee  on  Finance  if 
lie  could  advise  the  Council  what  this  money  is 
to  be  spent  for,  and  how  this  money  is  broken 
down  in  each  ward. 

President  KELLY — I  can  answer  that  and  we 
can  save  time.  This  is  a  million  and  a  half  dollars 
that  is  going  to  be  divided  up  all  over  the  City  of 
Boston. 

Coun.  CHASE— For  the  side  streets? 

President  KELLY — Everybody  will  get  his 
share.  You  have  streets  in  your  ward  that  must 
be  done,  and  I  have  streets  in  my  ward.  It  will 
be  throughout  the  city. 

Coun.  CHASE — I  would  like  to  get  specific 
information  just  how  the  money  is  to  be  spent. 
Is  there  any  message  with  that  loan  order  from 
his  Honor  the  Mayor?  Is  it  to  be  for  street  con- 
struction? 

President  KELLY — No  specific  information. 
There  never  is  with  any  loan  order. 

Coun.  CHASE— Mr.  President,  I  think  the 
Council  as  a  whole  should  know  how  the  money 
is  to  be  spent.  How  do  we  know  his  Honor  the 
Mayor  is  going  to  select  one  main  highway,  per- 
haps, and  put  in  a  new  highway? 

President  KELLY — I  will  assure  you  that  will 
not  be  done.  There  will  be  division  among  the 
various  wards.  I  am  looking  for  streets,  and 
other  councilors  are  looking  for  streets.  I  am 
sure  every  councilor  will  get  his  "must"  streets. 

Coun.  CHASE — In  view  of  the  lack  of  inform- 
ation, I  move  this  matter  be  laid  on  the  table  for 
one  week. 

President  KELLY — Councilor  Chase  moves 
this  matter  be  laid  on  the  table  for  one  week.  It 
is  not  a  vote.  The  clerk  will  call  the  roll  on  the 
passage  of  the  order. 

The  order  was  given  its  first  reading  and  passage, 
yeas  17,  nays  1: 

Yeas — Coun.  Bryan,  Cantwell,  Coffey,  Fish, 
Hannon,  Hurley,  Keenan,  Kelly,  Kinsella,  Lane, 
Linehan,  Madden,  McCormack,  Moriarty,  Russo, 
.Seannell,  Sullivan — 17. 

Nays — Coun.  Chase — 1. 

Coun.  CHASE — I  move  reconsideration.  Mr. 
President,  I  hope  the  Council  will  reconsider  this 
Order  in  view  of  the  fact  we  have  not  much  inform- 
ation on  how  the  money  is  to  be  spent.  We  do 
know  that  the  message  from  the  Mayor's  Office 
states  the  money  is  to  be  spent  on  street  con- 
b traction.  What  kind  of  street  construction? 
Is  it,  going  to  be  one  new  highway  or  is  it  going 
to  be  for  streets  in  each  individual  ward?  No  one 
seems  to  be  able  to  give  the  answer.  I  do  not 
believe  we  should  blindly  vote  on  this  matter 
unless  we  have  more  information.  I  trust,  Mr. 
President,  each  councilor  realizes  if  this  money 
is  granted  and  they  look  for  streets  in  their  particu- 
lar districts  and  they  are  not  forthcoming,  there 
i  n',t  much  they  can  do  about  it.  I  urge  them 
that  this  is  the  time  to  exercise  their  power  to 
find  out  just  what  this  loan  order  is  all  about. 
We  do  not  know  anything  about  it  other  than  the 
fact  that  it  is  to  be  used  for  street  construction. 
I  trust,  Mr.  President,  that  the  Council  will  re- 
consider the  matter  and  lay   it  on   the   table  for 


one  week  in  order  for  us  to  get  the  information  to 
which  we  are  rightfully  entitled. 

President      KELLY— Councilor     Chase     moves 
reconsideration  of  the  matter.     It  is  not  a  vote. 


REPORT   OF   COMMITTEE   ON    LICENSES. 

Coun.  SCANNELL,  for  the  Committee  on 
Licenses,  submitted  the  following: 

Report  on  petition  (referred  April  8)  for  drive- 
way opening: 

Liberty  Mutual  Insurance  Company,  at  Stuart 
street — recommending  that  permit  be  granted. 

Report  accepted;  permit  granted  under  usual 
conditions. 


REPORT  OF  COMMITTEE  ON  CLAIMS. 

Coun.  LINEHAN,  for  the  Committee  on 
Claims,  submitted  the  following: 

Report  on  petition  of  Joseph  F.  Gould  (referred 
February  4)  to  be  reimbursed  as  a  result  of  execu- 
tion issued  against  him  on  account  of  his  acts  as 
operator  of  motor  vehicle  attached  to  the  School 
Committee,  recommending  passage  of  the  accom- 
panying order,   viz: 

Ordered,  That  the  sum  of  five  thousand  dollars 
($5,000)  be  allowed  and  paid  to  Joseph  F.  Gould 
in  reimbursement  for  amount  of  execution  issued 
against  him  on  account  of  his  acts  as  operator  of  a 
motor  vehicle  attached  to  the  School  Committee, 
said  sum  to  be  charged  to  the  Contingent  Fund. 

Report  accepted;  said  order  passed. 

2.  Report  on  petition  of  George  M.  Freeman 
(referred  February  4)  to  be  reimbursed  as  a  result 
of  an  execution  issued  against  him  on  account  of 
his  acts  as  operator  of  motor  truck  belonging  to 
Street  Cleaning  Division,  Public  Works  Depart- 
ment, recommending  passage  of  the  accompanying 
order,  viz: 

Ordered,  That  the  sum  of  one  thousand  dollars 
($1 ,000)  be  allowed  and  paid  to  George  M.  Freeman 
in  reimbursement  for  the  amount  of  an  execution 
issued  against  him  on  account  of  his  acts  as  operator 
of  a  motor  truck  belonging  to  the  Public  Works 
Department,  said  sum  to  be  charged  to  the  Con- 
tingent Fund. 

Report  accepted;  said  order  passed. 


APPOINTMENT  OF  EMPLOYEES  THROUGH 
CIVIL  SERVICE  COMMISSION. 

Coun.  LINEHAN  offered  the  following: 
Ordered,  That  his  Honor  the  Mayor  instruct  the 
City  Department  heads  to  submit  requests  to  the 
Civil  Service  Department  of  the  Commonwealth 
for  any  future  appointments  of  employees  of  said 
departments  so  that  war  veterans  may  receive 
proper     consideration. 

Coun.  LINEHAN — Mr.  President,  reading  in 
the  City  Record  of  April  13,  page  387,  I  was  very 
much  interested  to  observe  some  statements 
made  by  his  Honor  the  Mayor  over  the  radio 
when  he  appealed  to  the  people  to  petition  the 
Legislature  for  permission  to  borrow  ten  million 
dollars.  "Everyone  appears  to  be  willing  to 
give  lip  service  to  the  unemployed  and  needy 
veterans.  There  is  only  one  thing  that  the 
average  veteran  who  has  sacrificed  for  his  country 
in  the  hour  of  trial  asks  for,  and  that  is  a  fair 
opportunity  to  earn  a  livelihood  with  a  sufficient 
wage  to  maintain  his  family  in  conformity  with 
American  customs.  This  is  only  possible  through 
industry  and  commerce.  Let  us  not  follow  the 
methods  that  make  all  these  men  who  served 
their  country  in  the  hour  of  crisis  mendicants  or 
pedlers  of  apples  or  other  wares.  Let  us  find 
work  for  the  veterans  and,  finding  that  work, 
preserve  our  self-respect,  decency  and  the  spirit 
of  Americanism."  Now,  Mr.  President,  that  is 
certainly  a  well  spoken  statement.  I  think  every 
councilor  in  this  chamber  adheres  to  what  is  in 
that  statement.  But  as  I  said  in  speeches  in 
this  Body,  I  am  sorry  to  say  I  have  seen  a  great 
many  appointments  secured  according  to  the 
same  City  Record  in  the  city  service  by  people  who 
are  not  veterans.  At  least  as  far  as  my  eyes  can 
see  in  the  City  Record,  it  seems  it  is  a  case  of  about 
one  out  of  five  who  might  be  a  veteran.  With 
about  six  million  veterans  back  in  this  country — I 
do  not  know  how  many  are  back  in  Boston  and 
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how  many  are  back  in  Massachusetts — it  seems 
to  me  about  time  that  the  City  of  Boston  at  least 
took  cognizance  of  the  fact  that  the  veterans  do 
need  work.  If  the  records  show  thatjvis  Honor 
the  Mayor  is  filling  positions  that  become  vacant, 
even  though  he  said  at  one  time  he  would  not 
fill  vacancies,  I  certainly  think  he  ought  to  give  a 
break  to  the  veterans.  I  might  say,  being  very 
personal,  my  brother  had  to  go  to  college  under 
the  G  I  Bill  of  Rights  at  the  age  of  thirty-nine. 
Mayor  Curley's  two  sons  are  ensccmeed  in  two 
nice  positions  in  the  city,  if  I  remember  correctly. 
One  of  them  pays  $4,000  a  year  in  the  Mayor's 
office.  You  remember  that  budget  in  the  Mayor's 
office  went  up  some  $20,000.  I  understand  the 
other  was  or  is  already  appointed  to  the  Law 
Department  of  the  city.  All  well  and  good. 
To  the  victor  belong  the  spoils.  They  are  getting 
it.  I  can  aJso  say,  of  course,  his  brother-in-law 
is  being  spoken  of  for  all  types  of  jobs.  I  do  not 
know  whether  he  is  a  veteran  or  not.  If  he  is 
not,  I  do  not  think  he  should  be  getting  all  the 
publicity  and  all  the  suggestions  coming  from  the 
Mayor  that  he  might  put  his  brother-in-law  in 
this  position  or  that.  For  example,  I  might 
point  out  in  the  Real  Estate  Department,  I 
understand,  only  recently  one  member  of  a  so- 
called  firm  of  lawyers  in  this  city  was  appointed 
special  counsel.  We  only  had  two  boys  on  the 
pay  roll  at  $3,500  or  so  taking  care  of  matters  for 
the  City  of  Boston  plus  a  real  estate  expert,  a 
fellow  by  the  name  of  Cassell,  making  up  to 
$20,000  a  year.  Cassell  is  one  of  the  outstanding 
real  estate  men  of  the  city.  That  is  the  reason 
why  he  was  hired  under  the  last  two  administra- 
tions. He  is  well  recognized  as  an  expert.  I 
certainly  hope  his  job  is  not  filled  by  a  poor  sub- 
stitute, a  man  who  might  not  be  considered  an 
expert  by  the  Appellate  Tax  Board.  Therefore, 
when  he  testifies  for  the  City  of  Boston '  as  a 
so-called  expert,  he  is  not  worth  much.  He  is 
not  worth  as  much  as  Mr.  Cassell.  I  am  not 
speaking  to  emphasize  Mr.  Cassell.  I  hardly 
know  the  gentleman.  I  do  not  care  if  he  is  even 
rehired  as  an  expert.  They  can  hire  some  other 
expert.  I  certainly  hope  if  they  do  rehire  some- 
body in  place  of  the  experts  we  hear  so  much 
about,  as  far  as  the  real  estate  expert  goes,  we 
get  a  high  type  man  for  the  city.  If  you  do  not, 
his  testimony  before  the  Appellate  Tax  Board 
is  not  going  to  amount  to  a  hurrah.  It  will  not 
get  us  any  consideration  up  there  at  all.  As  I 
said  before,  from  reading  through  the  City  Record 
recently  time  after  time,  occasionally  you  run 
across  a  man  receiving  an  appointment  who  is 
a  veteran.  It  says  "veteran"  in  parenthesis 
after  his  name.  I  am  assuming  all  those  who  do 
not  have  the  word  "veteran"  after  their  names 
are  not  veterans.  I  can  truthfully  say,  looking 
at  these  last  six  weeks  and  the  minutes  of  the 
City  Council  and  the  departments  which  are 
listed  in  the  City  Record,  that  the  record  shows 
under  Mayor  Curiey  that  the  veterans  really  are 
not  getting  very  much  in  the  way  of  employment. 
They  are  getting  so  little  it  is  pathetic.  You  will 
remember,  Mr.  President,  how  he  spoke  on  in- 
auguration day  about  the  veterans.  I  well 
remember  it.  I  was  sick  of  it  in  disgust.  If  he 
is  putting  people  to  work,  if  he  is  replacing  people 
where  the  jobs  are  absolutely  needed,  I  say  it  is 
about  time  he  got  going  and  gave  the  veterans  a 
chance  to  get  on  the  lists  and  get  some  of  the  jobs. 
If  we  do  not  start  now,  God  knows  when  we  will 
start.  I  am  almost  surprised  that  some  of  our 
veterans  in  the  Council  were  restored,  the  way  the 
rest  of  the  city  is  going.  Up  in  the  Law  De- 
partment they  are  restoring  some  of  them  for  six 
months.  My  law  partner  is  back.  He  is  ashamed 
to  go  up  and  seek  for  six  months'  work.  He  is  a 
veteran  from  overseas.  He  wals  in  Germany  and 
in  the  Bulge  and  everything  else.  You  have  to 
go  up  and  beg  Mayor  Curiey  to  get  a  six  months' 
appointment,  and  you  might  not  get  it.  These 
things  are  small.  Still,  they  are  in  the  interest  of 
good  government.  All  through  history  from  the 
earliest  times  government  repaid  its  war  veterans. 
I  do  not  mind  saying  when  I  was  on  Beacon  Hill, 
after  twenty  years  of  favoritism  and  absolute 
veterans'  preference  in  the  Legislature,  I  do  not 
mind  now  admitting  I  voted  to  moderate  it.  I 
voted  to  make  it  apply  like  the  Federal  Govern- 
ment, ten  and  five.  After  twenty  years  I  thought 
they  had  enough.  The  poor  kids  who  were  not 
in  a  position  to  serve  were  getting  discriminated 
against  and  could  not  get  a  job.  Now,  all  these 
kids  are  home  from  the  service.  They  are  coming 
to  my  house  and  your  house  and  every  councilor's 


house.  To  be  honest,  all  they  do  is  to  belong  to 
the  9-20  Club.  I  am  afraid  my  brother  would 
belong  to  it  except  for  the  fact  he  took  advantage 
of  the  G  I  Bill  of  Rights  and  went  to  college  at  the 
age  of  thirty-nine.  These  things  should  not 
ha-ppen  in  a  city  where  so  many  flags  were  waved 
over  the  past  four  or  five  years  as  we  were  told 
what  the  city  was  going  to  do  for  the  war  veteran. 
Haven't  we  something  here  to  give  the  war 
veterans?  We  have  vacancies  being  filled.  If 
they  are  being  filled,  according  to  the  report  in 
the  Record,  they  are  being  filled,  doesn't  every 
gentleman  in  this  Council  agree  they  should  be 
filled  by  veterans  whenever  possible,  unless  it  is  a 
matter  of  a  job  which  requires  such  special  quali- 
fications that  there  is  no  veteran  available  for 
the  job?  I  think  for  at  least  another  ten  or  fifteen 
years  the  veterans  should  get  the  breaks  in  public 
employment.  Frankly,  they  are  not  going  to  get 
it  in  private  employment.  They  are  no  better 
than  anybody  else,  in  private  employment.  The 
poor  G  I  is  finding  that  out.  At  least  in  govern- 
ment, particularly  when  we  are  putting  people 
to  work  in  the  city,  try  in  every  instance  possible 
to  put  a  returned  veteran  in  a  job  from  a  civil 
service  list.  I  read  this  letter  earlier.  I  am  sorry 
I  read  it.  The  other  one  speaks  about  a  com- 
plaint from  a  veteran  who  said  he  was  disgusted. 
He  tells  how  he  was  trying  to  get  work  and  could 
not,  and  how  the  veterans  were  getting  kicked 
around.  Of  course,  his  Honor  the  Mayor  said  the 
same  thing,  there  has  been  nothing  but  lip  service. 
That  is  about  all  it  has  been.  To  be  honest,  that 
is  about  all  it  has  been  in  this  City  Council.  How 
long  the  veterans  are  going  to  stand  for  it,  I  do 
not  know.  I  do  not  have  many  veterans  coming 
to  me  shouting  to  organize  and  go  to  town.  They 
just  have  not  done  it.  The  poor  guys  sit  at  home. 
Some  of  them  are  getting  $20  a  week.  Some  are 
not.  That  is  they  are  just  about  existing  after 
some  of  them  coming  home  with  broken  limbs 
and  other  things.  Some  of  them  get  compensation 
from  $11  up  to  $115.  I  read  in  the  paper  of  one 
poor  veteran  because  he  was  in  the  service,  now 
has  a  leg  paralyzed  from  the  hip  down.  He  gets 
the  magnificent  sum  of  $20  a  month.  It  is  really 
wonderful.  It  is  just  about  enough  to  buy 
cigarettes.  That  is  what  is  going  on  in  the  Federal 
Government  all  over  the  state.  That  is  what  is 
now  going  on,  not  exactly  that  in  regard  to  the 
disabled  veterans  but  what  is  going  on  in  ,the  city 
today.  Replacements  are  being  made,  but 
veterans  are  not  being  given  too  much  considera- 
tion, according  to  the  list  in  the  City  Record}  and 
not  quoting  anybody.  I  think  it  is  about  time  it 
stopped.  Councilor  Linehan  is  the  originator  of 
the  order,  a  so-called  anti-Curley  City  Coucnilor, 
if  I  might  be  called  that.even  though  I  originated 
the  order.  It  is  one  thing  to  help  somebody  in 
your  family  if  you  can,  like  Mayor  Curiey  has  done. 
He  has  helped  his  family  well  on  the  jobs.  You 
cannot  blame  him.  Unfortunately  he  could  not 
help  my  family.  Other  fellows  here  had  brothers 
in  the  service.  He  cannot  help  them,  either. 
But  I  think  the  City  Councilors,  every  one  of 
them,  whether  he  is  a  veteran  or  not,  owes  it  to 
the  boys  to  see  they  get  some  kind  of  better  treat- 
ment than  what  they  have  been  getting  from  the 
city.  If  you  remember  some  time  back,  Mr. 
President,  and  I  will  conclude  very  soon,  much 
to  the  enjoyment  of  everybody,  it  was  not  a  long 
time  ago  that  —  I  guess  I  will  not  go  into  that. 
It  is  one  of  those  things,  Mr.  President,  where  I 
hope  his  Honor  the  Mayor  actually  does  something 
about  it.  Will  you  as  President  of  the  Boston 
City  Council  request  his  Honor  the  Mayor  to 
please  answer  this  order  even  though  it  is  filed 
by  me,  not  for  my  interest,  but  for  the  interest  of 
the  great  many  unemployed  veterans  in  the  city? 
There  are  plenty  in  the  9-20  Club  and  plenty  that 
are  taking  a  job  for  $30  like  a  great  many  of  these 
in  the  City  Record,  $33  and  $35  a  week  jobs.  As 
I  said,  there  were  two  associate  commissioners 
appointed  down  at  the  Board  of  Real  Estate  Com- 
missioners awhile  ago  at  $3,500.  I  hope  they  were 
veterans.  When  we  save  on  the  one  hand  and 
with  the  other  hand  we  give  it  away  to  somebody, 
and  I  think  they  are  not  veterans,  in  the  form  of 
additional  employees  in  a  department  where  they 
are  probably  not  needed,  I  sincerely  hope,  in  con- 
clusion, you  take  this  up  yourself,  if  you  will,  with 
his  Honor  the  Mayor,  because  I  just  have  not  been 
able  to  go  down  to  his  Honor  the  Mayor's  office. 
I  hope  in  behalf  of  me  and  of  all  the  veterans  in 
this  city  you  will  take  the  matter  up  with  him  and 
see  that  he  gives  it  proper  consideration  and  gets 
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in  touch  whli  the  State  Civil  Servioe  Department 
i{  some  cif  the  lists  cannot  be  opened  up  for 
returning  wai  \  aterans. 

The  order  was  passed  under  suspension  <>f  the 
rule. 


ONfi    HAY    OFF    IN    SIX    FOR    POLICE. 

(Vun  KEENAN  offered  the  following: 
Ordered,  Thai  his  Honor  the  Mayor  confer  with 
the  Police  Commissioner  of  the  City  of  Huston  for 
the  purpose  of  ascertaining  the  possibility  of  grant- 
ing to  (lie  members  of  t Up  Boston  Police  Force  one 
day  off  in  six. 
Passed  under  suspension  of  the  rule. 


REPAIRS   TO    MICHELANGELO 
SCHOOL. 

Coun.  RUSSO  offered  the  following: 
Ordered.  That  t lie  School  Buildings  Commission 
of  the  City  of  Boston  be  requested,  through  his 
Honor  the  Mayor,  to  immediately  send  an  inspector 
to  the  Michelangelo  School  for  the  purpose  of  deter- 
mining what  necessary  repairs  should  be  made  to 
put  this  building  in  first  class  condition. 

Coun.  RUSSO — Mr.  President,  I  realize  the  hour 
is  late  and  we  all  would  like  to  go  home.  However, 
I  had  the  good  fortune  of  going  into  the  Michel- 
angelo School  last  week  to  observe  the  conditions 
that  exist  there.  I  was  really  amazed,  Mr.  Pres- 
ident, how  a  school  of  that  size,  a  school  that  must 
have  cost  in  the  vicinity  of  at  least  $700,000  or 
8800,000,  if  not  more,  could  be  left  in  a  condition  of 
practical  decay.  I  would  like  to  have  any  one  of 
you  councilors  go  in  there  and  see  some  of  the  aisles 
the  children  have  to  go  through.  The  plaster  is 
falling  from  the  ceiling.  I  do  not  believe  that  the 
school  has  been  painted  for  ten  years  or  more.  The 
condition  of  the  gymnasium  is  bad.  I  did  not  see 
any  equipment  in  there.  The  so-called  auditorium 
of  the  Michelangelo  School  has  not  had  any  paint- 
ing for  quite  some  time.  Chairs  are  missing. 
They  have  not  been  replaced.  I  was  really  amazed 
to  see  those  conditions  exist.  I  am  only  wondering, 
Mr.  President — I  can  recall  that  only  a  short  time 
ago  there  was  a  strike  by  the  school  children  of  that 
particular  school.  Of  course,  as  I  said  previously, 
I  do  not  subscribe  to  children  taking  the  law  into 
their  own  hands.  But  I  am  wondering  if  it  is  not 
the  fault  of  the  School  Committee  and  its  depart- 
ments bringing  those  conditions  around.  What  is 
the  matter  with  the  Michelangelo  School  that  they 
have  not  done  anything  in  order  to  bring  that  school 
up  to  standard?  Aren't  those  children  just  as  good 
and  just  as  well  as  any  other  children  throughout 
our  city?  Go  in  there  to  the  lavatories.  Why  such 
conditions  exist  in  there  that  you  and  I  would  not 
allow  our  own  children  to  go  there.  I  say  Mr.  Pres- 
ident, the  thing  has  to  be  done.  We  want. to  avoid 
child  delinquency.  If  we  in  our  own  homes  want 
to  see  that  our  home  is  painted  at  least  once  every 
two  or  three  years,  and  we  are  perhaps  only  five  or 
six  in  the  family,  just  compare  that  with  a  building 
where  hundreds  of  children  are  going  in  day  in  and 
day  out.  I  believe,  if  we  go  through  our  school 
buildings,  we  might  be  able  to  find  out  that  the 
same  conditions  exist  in  other  schools.  Why 
should  they  exist  when  the  City  of  Boston  is  spend- 
ing millions  of  dollars  in  order  to  give  their  children 
the  best?  I  say  something  has  to  be  done.  There 
are  a  lot  of  promises,  but  no  action.  I  hope  that 
the  School  Buildings  Department  sees  fit  to  bring 
that  school  up  to  good  standing,  to  make  sure  each 
child  receives  the  best  that  money  can  buy.  Mr. 
President,  would  you  be  surprised  to  know  that  the 
roof  of  that  building  has  been  leaking  for  quite  some 
time,  that  it  is  gone  so  badly  that  they  had  to  go  to 
the  use  of  gas,  on  account  of  the  electrical  wiring 
being  corroded?     What  are  they  doing  with   the 


millions  of  dollars?  For  the  sake  of  the  City  of  Bos- 
ton and  for  I  lie  sake  of  the  children  who  arc  the  ones 
who  have  to  carry  on  after  we  arc  gone,  let  us  gi\  e 
them  the  best,  They  arc  spending  the  money.  Let 
US  hope  that  they  will  receive  what  they  are  en- 
titled to. 

The  order  was  passed   under  suspension   of   the 
rule. 


CLEANING   OF   CATCH-BASINS   AND 
SEWERS,    WARD   3. 

Coun.  RUSSO  offered  the  following: 

Ordered,  That  the  Public  Works  Commissioner 
be  requested,  through  his  Honor  the  Mayor,  to  take 
immediate  steps  to  have  all  catch-basins  and  sewers 
in  Ward  3  cleaned. 

Coun.  RUSSO — Mr.  President,  briefly  this  is  an 
order  I  have  put  in  time  and  time  again.  I  feel, 
where  summer  is  approaching,  the  catch-basins  anil 
sewers  are  spots  where  all  disease  could  be  contract- 
ed. The  odor  from  some  of  these  sewers  is  terrible. 
That  is  putting  it  mildly.  They  are  filled  to  capac- 
ity, and  something  has  to  be  done  before  the  warm 
weather  comes  along.  I,  for  one,  voted  for  that 
loan  relying  fully  on  the  realization  that  the  sewers 
of  my  particular  district  need  repairs  and  need 
cleaning.  Therefore,  I  hope  that  his  Honor  the 
Mayor  will  instruct  the  Public  Works  Commission- 
er to  make  sure  that  the  sewers  of  my  district  and 
in  the  same  manner  the  sewers  throughout  the  City 
of  Boston,  for  the  protection  of  our  health,  should 
be  cleaned  and  repaired,  in  order  to  eliminate 
diseases.  Children  may  be  in  contact  with  them, 
due  to  the  fact  they  play  on  the  streets  and  they  are 
close  to  the  sewers. 

The  order  was  passed  under  suspension  of  the 
rule. 


ELECTRIC    LIGHTS   ON    SCHOOL 
STREET,   JAMAICA   PLAIN. 

Coun.  MORIARTY  offered  the  following: 
Ordered,  That  the  Commissioner  of  Public  Works 
be  requested,  through  his  Honor  the  Mayor,  to 
substitute  electric  lights  for  the  antiquated  gas 
lamps  on  School  street,  Jamaica  Plain,  from  Walnut 
avenue  to  Amory  street. 

Passed  under  suspension  of  the  rule. 


BACKSTOP   ON   MARCELLA   STREET 
PLAYGROUND. 

Coun.  MORIARTY  offered  the  following: 
Ordered,  That  the  Boston  Park  Commission  be 
requested,  through  his  Honor  the  Mayor,   to  in- 
crease the  height  of  the  backstop  on  the  Mareella 
street  Playground. 

Passed  under  suspension  of  the  rule. 


PAINTING   OF   LINES   AT   EGLESTON 
SQUARE. 

Coun.  MORIARTY  offered  the  following: 
Ordered,  That  the  Boston  Traffic  Commission 
be  requested,  through  his  Honor  the  Mayor,  to  have 
arresting  lines  painted  across  the  southerly  part  of 
Columbus  avenue,  at  Egleston  square,  so  that 
pedestrian  traffic  may  be  assured  greater  conven- 
ience and  safety. 

Passed  under  suspension  of  the  rule. 


Adjourned,  on  motion  of  Coun.  MORIARTY, 
at  7.30  p.  m.,  to  meet  on  Monday,  April  22,  1940, 
at  2  p.  m. 
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Proceedings  of  City  Council. 


Monday,  April  22,  1046. 

Regular  meeting  of  the  City  Council  held  in 
the  Council  Chamber,  City  Hall,  at  2  p.  m., 
President  KELLY  in  the  chair.  Absent,  Coun. 
Cantwell,  Coffey  and  Linehan. 

The  meeting  was  opened  with  the  salute  to  the 
Flag. 


APPOINTMENTS  BY  THE  MAYOR. 
The  following  was  received: 

City  of  Boston, 
Office  of  the  Mayor,  April  15,  1946. 
To  the  City  Council. 

Subject  to  confirmation  by  your  Honorable 
Body,  I  make  the  following  appointments  of  minor 
officers  paid  by  fees  for  the  term  of  one  year  be- 
ginning with  the  first  day  of  May,  1946.  The 
appointments  of  all  such  officers  not  named  herein 
are  hereby  revoked  from  and  after  April  30, 
1946. 

Respectfully, 
James  M.  Cubley,  Mayor. 

Minok  Officers  Paid  by  Fees, 

Appointed  for 

The  Term  of  One  Year  Beginning 

May  1,   1946. 

The  following-named  persons  to  be  Weighers  of 
Coal  for  the  term  of  one  year  beginning  with  the 
first  day  of  May,  1946: 

Benjamin  Adler,  Joseph  Adler,  Gertrude  Ballen, 
Philip  Barron,  Fred  J.  Barthel,  Eustis  E.  Beattie, 
William  A.  Berkhard,  Thomas  E.  Birmingham, 
Katherine  I.  Bischoff,  Inez  Blades,  Ethel  Bloom, 
Morris  Borenstein,  Mary  G.  Brooks,  Otis  S.  Brown, 
Robert  A.  Bruce,  George  H.  Buck,  Anthony 
Budris,  Nicholas  A.  Burckhart,  Joseph  R.  Burkart, 
Walter  E.  Burke,  Biagio  Carabello,  John  J.  Carr, 
Edmund  F.  Casey,  Phyllis  Cassari,  John  E. 
Cassidy,  Frank  H.  Chadwick,  Harold  C.  Chase, 
D.  Russell  Cheney,  Sara  L.  Cleary,  Paul  G.  Coblen- 
zer,  Robert  Cody,  Hyman  Cohen,  Theodore  W. 
Combis,  Paul  J.  Corrrerford,  Helen  Concannon, 
Girard  V.  Condon,  Walter  W.  Conly,  Daniel  W. 
Connors,  Philip  R.  Cook,  John  Corrigan,  Joseph 
Corrigan,  Joseph  D.  Craven,  Joseph  R.  Crawford, 
Charles  L.  Crowe,  Daniel  J.  Crowley,  John  P. 
Custis,  James  DeSalvo,  Harry  W.  Dienst,  John  P. 
Doherty,  Curtis  P.  Drummond,  C.  Russell  Duston, 
Albert  J.  Fawcett,  Isadore  Figler,  Thomas  Finley, 
Frederick  Frank,  Edward  J.  Gaffney,  Maurice  J. 
Gallivan,  Emily  L.  Gillen,  Carrol  W.  Gorman, 
Herbert  C.  Gray,  Herbert  R.  Green,  Morris  Green, 
William  J.  Grund,  Roland  M.  Gustin,  Charles  F. 
Haggerty,  Herman  E.  Hare,  Arthur  L.  Hayden, 
Corey  A.  Heath,  Amnion  B.  Heckler,  Walter 
Henderson,  Paul  J.  Hohmann,  Edwin  E.  Houston, 
Thomas  E.  Hughes,  Mary  M.  Hynes,  Thomas 
T.  N.  Irwin,  William  G.  Irwin,  W.  Donald  Jep- 
son,  Wilmot  W.  Jones,  John  F.  Kane,  Rosalyn 
Kassler,  Hyman  Kawadler,  John  B.  Keaney, 
Morris  Kristol,  Abraham  Lavien,  Ida  B.  Lavien, 
Nellie  D.  Lehman,  Charles  W.  Lema,  Miriam 
Leppo,  Edna  Levine,  Robert  Levine,  Samuel  A. 
Levine,  Albert  Levitt,  Arnold  Levitt.  Samuel 
Levitt,  Irving  Lunin,  Louis  Lunin,  Edward  D. 
MacDonald,  James  L.  Mahar,  Jesse  C.  Manning, 
Charles  S.  Mansfield,  Frances  E.  Marriot,  Grace 
M.  Marshall,  William  E.  McDermott,  George 
W.  McFadden,  Thomas  E.  McGinty,  Charles  L. 
McGovern,  Leo  F.  Mclsaac,  Peter  Mclver,  Astor 
B.  McLean,  John  R.  McSorley,  Edward  W. 
Meade,  Bertram  W.  Menges,  Benjamin  Miller, 
Eleanor  A.  Minkle,  Florence  Modiste,  Homer 
L.  Mohr,  Samuel  Morse,  Charles  B.  Murphy, 
James  F.  Murphy,  Samuel  A.  Myers,  Andrew 
B.  Noel,  Edward  W.  Noel,  Ernest  W.  Noel, 
Hermogenes  G.  Nogueira,  R.  H.  Norwood,  Dorothy 
Novick,  Edward  Novick,  Joseph  Novick,  Ray- 
mond W.  Obin,  Catherine  E.  O'Brien,  Lawrence 
F.  O'Connor,  Henry  Olson,  Frank  L.  O'Neill, 
Charles  Paisner,  Charles  D.   Parrott,  Charles  H. 


Payne,  Katherine  R.  Pink,  Maurice  F.  Quinlan, 
Abraham  J.  Rabinovitz,  Charles  Rabinovitz, 
William  J.  Rode,  Eric  A.  Rosdahl,  Zelma  Rosen- 
thal, Charles  Sacks,  Florence  L,  Sanford,  Harry 
Santis,  Joseph  M.  Santis,  Ralph  H.  Seabury, 
George  L.  Sharkey,  Joseph  W.  Sheehan,  Bernard 
J.  Shine,  Frank  Sirk,  Alan  W.  Smith,  Samuel 
Smith,  Mary  L.  Spellman,  Ethel  Swartz,  Swen 
Swenson,  Atvin  C.  Tamkin,  Solomon  Tamkin, 
Sigurd  L.  Thidemann,  Helen  T.  VanWart,  Frank 
Walker,  Frederick  B.  Walker,  Frederick  Burgess 
Walker,  Rufus  Walker,  Ralph  Wallace,  Albert 
A.  Walsh,  Frank  Walsh,  Julius  Wilensky,  A. 
Priscilla  Williams,  Bernard  H.  Williams,  Harry 
L.  Williams,  Herbert  G.  Williams,  Greta  Wiseblatt, 
Wallace  R.  Young,  Ida  Zaks,  John  Zanstuck, 
Ann  G.  Zolet,  Anna  Zwick,  Evelin  Zwick,  Louis 
A.  Zwick,  John  F.  Anglin,  Herbert  Fieldhouse, 
Sam  Lurie,  Samuel  Snider,  Mary  O'Malley, 
William  A.  Chevoor. 

The  following-named  persons  to  be  Measurers  of 
Wood  and  Bark  for  the  term  of  one  year  beginning 
with  the  firr.t  day  of  May,  1946: 

Robert  Cody,  Herbert  C.  Gray,  Maurice  F. 
Quinlan. 

The  following-named  persons  to  be  Measurers  of 
Grain  for  the  term  of  one  year  beginning  with  the 
first  day  of  May,  1946: 

Nicholas  Carey,  Mark  H.  Devlin,  John  Gallo- 
way, Joseph  G.  Herrick,  William  J.  Leonard, 
John  F.  Shanahan,  Chester  C.  Wolniewicz. 

The  following-named  persons  to  be  Weighers  of 
Beef  for  the  term  of  one  year  beginning  with  the 
first  day  of  May,  1946: 

Michael  Allen,  Chester  D.  Black,  James  P.  Con- 
roy,  Frederick  C.  Matheson,  William  J.  Raulinaitis 

The  following-named  persons  to  be  Measurers  of 
Leather  for  the  term  of  one  year  beginning  with  the 
first  day  of  May,  1946: 

Harold  R.  Caro,  Ralph  G.  Dobson,  Edward  R. 
Maxwell,  George  L.  Runey,  Roscoe  D.  Water- 
house. 

The  following-named  persons  to  be  Gaugers  of 
Liquids  for  the  term  of  one  year  beginning  with 
the  first  day  of  May,  1946: 

Charles  Newton,  Richard  Skerry. 

The  following-named  persons  to  be  Weighers  of 
Goods  for  the  term  of  one  year  beginning  with  the 
first  day  of  May,  1946: 

Ellsworth  M.  Adams,  Hartley  M.  Atwood, 
Patrick  J.  Baldwin,  William  J.  Barrett,  Edward  L. 
Barry,  Frederick  L.  Bell,  John  L.  Berrill,  George  F. 
Berry,  Thomas  E.  Birmingham,  Katherine  I.  Bis- 
choff, John  E.  Brenner,  Theron  Briggs,  Mary  G. 
Brooks,  Robert  A.  Bruce,  Collingswood  Burgess, 
Joseph  R.  Burkart,  Walter  E.  Burke,  John  Cahill, 
Robert  J.  Carmichael,  Robert  J.  Casey,  Phyllis 
Cassari,  Edward  Charbonneau,  D.  Russell  Cheney, 
Walter  H.  Chick,  Chester  A.  Clark,  Robert  Cody, 
Edward  N.  Coffer,  Jr.,  Michael  Collins,  Edward 
Connelly,  Daniel  W.  Connors,  Walter  G.  Connors, 
Joseph  B.  Corbett,  Alden  G.  DeCourcy,  Joseph  E. 
Delay,  Frank  DeMarco,  Mark  H.  Devlin,  Alexan- 
der Dick,  Arthur  J.  Duffy,  Walter  F.  Duggan, 
Joseph  F.  Dunn,  Patrick  R.  Dunn,  James  J.  Dur- 
can,  Paul  T.  Edwards,  Carlton  W.  Ellms,  Frederic 
H.  Engdahl,  Edward  A.  Fay,  Thomas  J.  Fay, 
Patrick  Flaherty,  Lucius  H.  Floyd,  Daniel  J. 
Flynn,  Charles  J.  Freygang,  Maurice  J.  Gallivan, 
Fred  J.  Graham,  Sr.,  Frederick  J.  Graham,  Jr., 
Herbert  C.  Gray,  Morris  Green,  William  J.  Grund, 
Agda  E/Gustafson,  Roland  M.  Gustin,  Harry  Hal- 
perin,  James  F.  Halpin,  J.  Hardie  Henderson, 
Timothy  S.  Henderson,  Walter  Henderson,  John  E. 
Henry,  Joseph  G.  Herrick,  Campbell  S.  Higgins, 
Charles  V.  Hurley,  C.  Bruce  Ilsley,  Gilbert  Jack- 
son, Charles  Jesso,  Frederick  Johnson,  George 
Johnson,  Patrick  D.  Kane,  Michael  Keane,  Peter 
F.  Keane,  Arthur  K.  Kellaway,  Joseph  P.  Kelly, 
John  W.  Kennedy,  Norman  P.  Kennedy,  Albert 
LaCroix,  Ernest  A.  Lambert,  James  Laughlin, 
Stephen  W.  Leavitt,  William  J.  Leonard,  Miriam 
•  Leppo,  George  S.  Lockhart,  Michael  J.  Lynch, 
Herbert  Lyons,  Chester  A.  MacCullagh,  William 
Maloney,  Horton  I.  Marlor,  Grace  M.  Marshall, 
John  W.  Marshall,  Timothy  F.  McCarthy,  Joseph 
H.  McCauley,  Bernard  A.  McKinney,  Earl  P. 
McMillen,  John  R.  McSorlev,  Fred  W.  Miles, 
John  B.  Miller,  Homer  L.  Mohr,  J.  H.  Muldoon, 
Charles  B.  Murphy,  George  F.  Murphy,  Jeremiah 
V.  Murphy,  James  F.  Nee,  Charles  Newton, 
Albert  I.  Nixon,  Joseph  F.  Noonan,  Catherine  E. 
O'B.-ien,  John  E.  O'Brien,  James  J.  O'Halloran, 
George  M.  O'Kane,  Jeremiah  J.  P.  O'Sullivan, 
Charles  D.  Parrott,  John  F.  Perry,  C.  Thurston 
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Peterson,  William  B.  Powers,  Frank  Prestoiii 
Vbraham  .1  Rabinoviti,  Russell  B.  Rae,  William 
B  Reagan"  George  W.  Reohel,  James  W,  Rej 
nolds,  Joseph  1.  Etiggs,  Eric  A.  Rosdahl,  Samuel  N. 
Schlessinger,  Francis  W  Sheehy,  Lawrence  II. 
Shields,  Philip  C.  Shute,  Frank  Sirk,  Howard 
Smith,  Israel  Sternberg,  Alberl  St.  Germaine, 
\l  Perrj  Stone,  Eldon  M.  Strickland,  Garrett  L. 
Sullivan,  John  .) .  Sullivan.  James  Supple.  James  C. 
Thompson,  Henrj  Thygeson,  William  B.  Turner, 
Arthur  F.  Tyler,  Jr.,  Patrick  J.  Walsh.  Avoid  W. 
Wasson,  Max  Weitzman,  Elinor  1).  Welch,  Nathan 
\  Wlnie,  John  M.  Wilder,  Joseph  R.  Wilkinson, 
Bernard  H.  Williams.  Greta  Wiseblatt,  Benjamin 
Wright,  Otto  W.  P.  Youngren,  Carlton  W. 
Films,  Jr.,  Daniel  J.  Mai-Kay,  Rosario  Capillo, 
Charles  M.  Lampion,  H.  Marsden  Harding,  Jr., 
Biaggio  J.  Caccarole,  Herbert  Fieldhouse,  Sam 
I. line,  Charles  G.  Freeman,  John  T.  Kiley. 

Referred  to  Committee  on  Constables  and 
Confirmations. 

City  of  Boston, 
Office  of  the  Mayor,  April  22,  1940. 
To  the  City  Council. 

Subject  to  confirmation  by  your  Honorable 
Body,  I  hereby  appoint  the  following  named  per- 
sons" constables  of  the  City  of  Boston  for  the  term 
of  one  year,  beginning  with  the  first  day  of  May, 
1940,  authorized  to  serve  civil  process  upon  filing 
bond. 

The  commissions  of  constables  authorized  to 
serve  civil  process  not  named  herein  expire  on 
April  30,  1946,  and  such  constables  are  hereby 
removed  from  office  from  and  after  May  1,  1946, 
for  the  good  of  the  service. 

Respectfully, 
James  M.  Curley,  Mayor. 

Constables  Authorized  to  Serve  Civil  Proc- 
ess upon  Filing  Bonds. 

William  A.  Amsie,  30  Carruth  street,  Ward  10; 
Henry  Atwood,  28  Melbourne  street,  Ward  16; 
Samuel  C.  Baker,  25A  Wabon  street,  Ward  12; 
Thomas  F.  Brett,  15  Malta  street,  Ward  18; 
George  W.  Brooker,  258  Park  street,  Ward  20; 
Edgar  F.  Callahan,  29  Hano  street,  Ward  22; 
James  A.  Canton.  169  Glen  way  street,  Ward  14; 
Sidney  Cohen,  70  American  Legion  Highway, 
Ward  14;  John  M.  Crawford,  27  Washington  street, 
Ward  2;  Henrv  G.  Dahlquist,  40  South  Munroe 
Terrace,  Ward  16;  Charles  M.  Daley,  54  McBride 
street.  Ward  11;  Americo  A.  Desimone,  1130 
Saratoga  street,  Ward  1;  Patrick  J.  Donovan, 
35  Lorette  street,  Ward  20;  William  T.  Galvin, 
305  Forest  Hills  street,  Ward  11;  Lewis  Gilbert, 
027  Walk  Hill  street,  Ward  14;  Roland  W.  Golden, 
38  Regent  street,  Ward  12;  Samuel  Goldkrand, 
100  Homestead  street,  Ward  12;  Meyer  Goldstein, 
27    Long    avenue.  Ward,  21;      Salvatore    Grassa, 

II  Copeland  street,  Ward  12;  Walter  E.  Hamlet, 
35  Faunce  road,  Ward  18;  Abraham  M.  Hecht, 
404  Blue  Hill  avenue.  Ward  14;  Max  Kaplan, 
9  Greendale  road,  Ward  14;  Arnold  Elevens,  165 
Ruthven  street,  Ward  12;  Bronis  Kontrim,  120 
Marine  road.  Ward  7;  Mark  H.  Krafsur,  447  Nor- 
folk street,  Ward  14;  Nathan  Kravitsky,  306  Wash- 
ington street,  Ward  14;  Maurice  Levine,  40  Wolcott 
street,  Ward  14;  Anthony  Luongo,  855  Saratoga 
street,  Ward  1;  Salvatore  Maffei,  11  Orient  avenue, 
Ward  1;  Isie  Martin,  12  Ashton  street,  Ward  14; 
Norman  M.  Menzies,  Jr.,  17  New  street,  Ward  1; 
William  P.  Miles,  70  Warren  street,  Ward  12; 
Frank  A,  Mitchell,  7  Bruce  street,  Ward  16; 
Bernard  M.  Mullen,  4  Neptune  road,  Ward  1; 
.Michael  Ober,  48  Ballon  avenue,  Ward  II;  Pert 
Oppenhcim,  9  Egremonl  road,  Ward  21;  Louis  H. 
Oppenbeim,  7  Ml.  Hood  road.  Ward  21;  Philip  S. 
Phillips,  829  Blue  Hill  avenue,  Ward  14;  George  .V 
Pierce,  8  Hazel  Park,   Ward  8;  Louis  Richmond, 

III  Waumbeck  street,  Ward  12;  William  T.  Ross, 
4  Abbotsford  street,  Ward  12;  Jacob  E.  Schrank, 
227  Harvard  avenue,  Ward  21;  Frank  Shaw,  12 
Codman  street,  Ward  17;  Sidney  Sheinfeld,  100 
Rossetel  Street,  Ward  14;  Isaac  Shulman,  128 
Devon  street,  Ward  14;  Joseph  L.  Shurtleff,  39 
L'nion  Park  street,  Ward  8;  Joseph  Simansky,  77 
Nightingale  street,  Ward  II;  Henry  .1.  D.  Small 
II  Windermere  road,  Ward  13;  Leon  Small,  12 
MeLellan  street,  Ward  14;  Clifford  L.  Smith,  56 
Edison  Green,  Ward  13;  Paolo  Stancato,  147 
<  ha/nljc  in  el,  Waul  3;  James  F.  Sullivan,  49 
Dale  street,   Ward    12;  Jerome  Suvalle,   19  Owen 

),  Ward  18;  Benjamin  J.  TackefT,  52  Columbia 
road,  Ward  14;  William  Talel,  172  Seaver  street, 
Ward  12;  Joseph  Todi  CO,  149  Paris  street,  Ward  1; 


Joseph  M.  Torr,  07  Worcester  street,  Ward  9; 
Roman  J.  Vasil,  II  Granada  avenue,  Ward  18; 
David  Weir.  259  Beacon  street,  Ward  5;  Sidney 
Williams,  7  Greenville  street,,  Ward  12;  Charles  A 
Wood,  048  Sixth  street,,  Ward  (i;  Morris  Voiiman, 
5  Paina  (lanleiis.  Ward  22. 

Referred     to     Committee     on     ( 'onslaliles     and 

Confirmations, 


Constables  to  Serve  Without  Bond  and 
Without  Authority  to  Serve  Civil 
Process. 

Walter  F.  Maguire,  104  Winthrop  street, 
Roxbury;  Martin  A.  Brennan,  02  Quint  avenue, 
Allston;  Antonio  M.  Mele,  40  Staniford  street, 
West  End;  Robert  J.  Lawer,  24  Halifax  street, 
Jamaica  Plain;  Peter  Salem,  1  Ringgold  street, 
West  End;  Sabino  D'Alto,  115  Princeton  street, 
East  Boston;  Louis  Repucci,  282  North  street, 
North  End;  Jeremiah  A.  Daley,  14  Concord 
street,  Charlestown ;  George  A.  Douglass,  1387 
Commonwealth  avenue,  Allston;  Aloysius  Mc- 
Garry,  1009  Boylston  street,  Back  Bay;  David 
I.  O'Connor,  1617  Tremont  street,  South  End; 
Fred  H.  Matthews,  18  Iffley  road,  Jamaica  Plain; 
Lawrence  Linehan,  5  Peterborough  street,  Back 
Bay;  Carl  H.  Kohlus,  1403  Centre  street,  West 
Roxbury;  Rudolph  Watson,  170  Orient  avenue, 
East  Boston;  Edward  G.  Mclsaac,  150  Welles 
avenue,  Dorchester;  John  W.  Hanify,  200  Colum- 
bus avenue,  South  End;  Alexander  Pless,  71 
Phillips  street,  West  End;  Louis  Taylor,  38  Inter- 
vale street,  Roxbury;  John  F.  O'Brien,  1156 
Commonwealth  avenue,  Allston;  John  Dooley, 
630  Metropolitan  avenue,  Hyde  Park;  Joseph 
Coffey,  Meridian  street,  East  Boston;  Francis 
A.  Wannett,  296  Bunker  Hill  street,  Charlestown; 
Joel  T.  Izzo,  73  Allen  street,  West  End;  Harry 
Roberts,  182  W.  Canton  Street,  South  End;  Timothy 
J.  Scannell,  272  West  Third  street,  South  Boston; 
Owen  P.  Flynn,  5  Sterling  square,  South  Boston; 
Daniel  E.  Hurley,  61  Magazine  street,  Roxbury; 
Leo  P.  Marshall,  4  Dudley  place,  Roxbury; 
Joseph  A.  Locke,  133  Thornton  street,  Roxbury; 
James  J.  Murphy,  7  Myrtle  street,  Beacon  Hill; 
Frederick  Sullivan,  36  Raven  street,  Dorchester; 
Murray  Harris,  11  Kingsdale  street,  Dorchester; 
William  Campbell,  11  Olney  street,  Dorchester; 
Cornelius  J.  Fitzpa trick,  17  King  street,  Dor- 
chester; Charles  B.  Gray,  14  Pleasant  Hill  avenue, 
Dorchester;  Charles  Cantwell,  4  Violante  street, 
Mattapan;  John  W.  O'Toole,  34  Rodman  street, 
Jamaica  Plain;  John  Quinlan,  173  Beech  street, 
West  Roxbury;  Edward  H.  Nelligan,  1721  Com- 
monwealth avenue,  Brighton ;  Leo  E.  Hynes,  43 
Nonantum  street,  Brighton. 

Referred  to  Committee  on  Constables  and 
Confirmations. 


PLANS   FOR  CONSTRUCTION  OF  NEW 

SURGICAL   BUILDING.     . 
The  following  was  received: 

City  of  Boston, 
Office  of  the  Mayor,  April  22,  1946. 
To  the  City  Council. 

Gentlemen, — I  have  been  advised  that  the 
Bureau  of  Community  Facilities  of  the  Federal 
Works  Agency  is  prepared  to  enter  into  an  agree- 
ment with  the  city  to  advance  the  amount  of  one 
hundred  and  ten  thousand  dollars  ($110,000)  for 
the  purpose  of  preparing  in  advance  plans  cover- 
ing the  construction  of  a  new  surgical  building 
at  the  Boston  City  Hospital.  As  a  condition 
precedent  to  the  execution  of  this  agreement  by 
the  city,  authority  must  be  granted  by  your 
Honorable  Body  and  officially  recorded  on  the 
records  of  the  city.  I  submit  herewith  an  order 
covering  the  necessary  authority  and  respectfully 
recommend  its  adoption  by  your  Honorable  Body. 
Respectfully, 
James  M.  Curley,  Mayor. 


Ordered,  That  authority  ih  hereby  vested  in  the 
Mayor  to  execute  on  behalf  of  the  city,  an  agree- 
ment with  the  Federal  Works  Agency,  Bureau  of 
Community  Facilities,  in  connection  with  an 
advance  of  one  hundred  and  ten  thousand  dollars 
($110,000)  for  the  purpose  of  plan  preparation  for 
the  construction  of  a  new  surgical  building  at  the 
Boston  City  Hospital. 

Referred  to  Executive  Committee. 
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LOANS      FOR      PUBLIC     WELFARE     AND 
SOLDIERS'   BENEFIT  APPROPRIATIONS. 

The  following  was  received: 

City,  of  Boston , 
Office  of  the  Mayor,  April  22,  1946. 
To  the  City  Council. 

Gentlemen, — Appropriations  for  welfare  and 
relief  provided  in  the  budget  of  the  current  year 
are  approximately  two  million,  two  hundred 
thousand  dollars  ($2,200,000)  in  excess  of  expendi- 
tures in  1945.  Last  year,  a  loan  of  seven  hundred 
thousand  dollars  ($700,000)  was  issued  to  finance 
in  part  welfare  and  relief  disbursements.  To 
avoid  imposing  on  the  taxpayers  of  the  city  any 
greater  burden  for  these  objects  than  was  borne 
in  1945,  it  would  appear  desirable  to  issue  bonds 
this  year  in  the  amount  of  two  million ,  nine  hundred 
thousand  dollars  ($2,900,000).  I  submit  herewith 
an  order  providing  authority  to  borrow  this 
amount  under  the  provisions  of  chapter  73  of 
the  Acts  of  1945  and  respectfully  recommend  its 
adoption  by  your  Honorable  Body. 

Respectfully, 
James  M.  Curley,  Mayor. 

Ordered,  That  under  the  provisions  of  chap- 
ter 73  of  the  Acts  of  1945,  the  City  Treasurer  be 
authorized  to  issue,  from  time  to  time,  upon 
request  of  the  Mayor,  bonds  or  certificates  of 
indebtedness  of  the  city  to  the  amount  of  two 
million,  nine  hundred  thousand  dollars  ($2,900,000) 
to  meet  appropriations  made  for  public  welfare 
and  for  soldiers'  benefits. 

Referred  to  the  Committee  on  Finance. 


IMPROVEMENT    OF    LAND    ON    CARSON 
STREET   FOR   PLAYGROUND. 
The  following  was  received: 

City  of  Boston, 
Office  of  the  Mayor,  April  20,  1946. 
To  the  City  Council. 

Gentlemen, — I  transmit  herewith  communica- 
tion from  the  Park  Department,  in  reply  to  your 
order  of  April  4,  1946,  relative  to  the  improvement 
for  playground  purposes  of  the  land  on  Carson 
street,  Ward  13,  now  owned  by  the  Park  Depart- 
ment. 

Respectfully, 
James  M.  Curley,  Mayor. 

City  of  Boston, 
Park  Department,  April  15,  1946. 
J.  Joseph  Connors, 

Chief  Clerk,  Mayor's  Office. 

Dear  Sir, — I  have  your  memorandum  of  April  4, 
with  enclosure,  order  from  the  City  Council,  re- 
questing the  vacant  land  on  Carson  street,  Dor- 
chester, transferred  to  this  department,  be  laid 
out  for  playground  purposes. 

Within  the  past  few  months  the  only  dwelling 
house  on  this  land  was  taken  down  as  being  unsafe, 
by  the  Building  Department.  In  order  to  carry 
out  this  type  of  development,  an  asphalt  surface 
should  be  put  on  the  playground,  equipment  and 
apparatus  installed,  and  a  fence  erected  around  the 
entire  area. 

Furthermore,  Columbus  Park  is  only  about  500 
feet  from  this  property,  and  Columbus  Park  con- 
tains over  77  acres. 

I  regret  to  informyou  that  no  funds  are  available 
for  this,  nor  is  there  any  necessity  for  a  playground 
being  constructed  in  this  area  under  present 
conditions. 

Very  truly  yours, 
William  P.  Long,  Chairman. 

Referred  to  thd  Committee  on  Parks  and  Play- 
grounds. 


FUNDING   OF   OVERLAY    DEFICITS. 
The  following  was  received: 

City  of  Boston, 
Office  of  the  Mayor,  April  22,  1946. 
To  the  City  Council. 

Gentlemen, — I  am  in  receipt  of  the  attached 
communication  from  the  City  Auditor  which  is 
self-explanatory.  I  submit  herewith  the  attached 
order  providing  for  the  acceptance  of  chapter  192 
of  the  Acts  of  1946  and  recommend  adoption  of 
this  order  by  your  Honorable  Body. 

Respectfully, 
James  M.  Curley,  Mayor. 


Citj'  of  Boston, 
Auditing  Department,  April  22,  1946. 
Hon.  James  M.  Curley, 

Mayor  of  Boston, 
Dear  Sir,— Chapter  192  of  the  Acts  of  1946 
entitled  "An  Act  Further  Providing  for  the  Fund- 
ing of  Overlay  Deficits  by  the  City  of  Boston"  has 
recently  been  enacted  by  the  Legislature  and 
approved  by  the  Governor.  This  legislation, 
which  was  initiated  by  a  petition  of  the  city,  will 
permit  the  completion  of  the  financing  of  overlay 
deficits  resulting  from  the  granting  of  abatements 
on  taxes  assessed  prior  to  1938.  Under  section  7 
of  the  Act,  acceptance  by  a  vote  of  the  City  Council 
is  necessary  before  its  provisions  may  take  full 
effect.  I  submit  herewith  an  order  providing  for 
said  acceptance  and  respectfully  suggest  its  sub- 
mission to  the  City  Council. 

Very  truly  yours, 
Charles  J.  Fox,  City  Auditor. 

Ordered,  That  chapter  192  of  the  Acts  of  1946 
entitled  "Ai  Act  Further  Providing  for  the  Fund- 
ing of  Overlay  Deficits  by  the  City  of  Boston"  be 
and  hereby  is,  accepted. 

Referred  to  Executive  Committee. 


PETITIONS   REFERRED. 

The  following  petitions  were  received  and  re- 
ferred to  the  committees  named,  viz: 

Claims. 

Genero  Amabello,  for  compensation  for  accident 
which  occurred  on  account  of  hole  in  highway, 
Massachusetts  avenue. 

Alice  Bucceri,  for  compensation  for  injuries 
caused  by  an  alleged  defect  at  746  East  Fifth  street. 

Agnes  E.  Derby,  for  compensation  for  injuries 
caused  by  an  alleged  defect  in  Cerdan  avenue. 

Kalman  Finer,  for  compensation  for  damage  to 
car  by  fire  truck. 

William  A.  Lynch,  to  be  reimbursed  as  result  of 
accident  which  occurred  while  in  performance  of 
duty. 

Matthews  Granite  Company,  for  compensation 
for  damage  to  property  at  911  Adams  street,  caused 
by  repairs  to  water  pipe. 

Nicholas  Papalia,  for  compensation  for  damage 
to  property  at  3  Telegraph  street,  caused  by  fire 
at  adjoining  property. 

Andrew  J.  Rourke,  for  compensation  for  damage 
to  property  at  14  Barclay  road,  West  Roxbury, 
during  street  construction. 

Joseph  P.  Sullivan,  trustee  for  Julia  M.  Hyspler, 
for  compensation  for  damage  to  property  at  34 
Appleton  street,  Boston,  caused  by  break  in  water 
pipe. 

George  S.  Gifford,  to  be  reimbursed  as  result  of 
accident  which  occurred  while  in  performance  of 
duty  as  employee  of  Sanitary  Division. 

Ann  P.  Lynch,  for  compensation  for  damage  to 
property  at  97  Mount  Ida  road,  caused  by  ball 
thrown  from  Ronan  Park. 

Committee  on  Licenses. 
Petition  of  Gerhard  Doenges  for  permit  for  drive- 
way opening  at  38  Park  street. 


PERMITS   FOR   CHILDREN   TO   APPEAR. 

A  petition  for  minor  children  to  appear  at  New 
England  Mutual  Hall  on  April  23  and  May  4  was 
received  from  the  Boston  Tributary  Theatre, 

Permit  granted  under  usual  conditions. 


STADIUM   ON   RYAN  PLAYGROUND, 
CHARLESTOWN. 

Coun.  KINSELLA  offered  the  following: 
Ordered,  That  his  Honor  the  Mayor  be  requested 
to  examine  into  the  possibility  of  the  erection  of  a 
municipal  stadium  on  the  John  J.  Ryan  Playground 
in  Sullivan  square,  Charlestown. 

Coun.  KINSELLA— Mr.  President,  the  other 
day  the.  Boston  newspapers  carried  a  story  to  the 
effect  that  Mayor  Curley  had  invited  overtures 
looking  to  the  sale  of  the  John  J.  Ryan  Playground 
in  Sullivan  Square,  Charlestown,  for  commercial 
purposes.  I  would  like  it  entered  on  the  record 
at  this  time,  Mr.  President,  that  already  there  has 
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been  quite  a  clamor  of  protest  come  up  in  my 
district  on  the  part  of  the  young  peopli    and  in 
some  oases  on  the  part  of  edults  relative  to  the 
liquidation  o)  one  of  the  biggest  areas  in  the  oitj 
devoted    to    playground    purposes.     Charlestown, 
;i<  ii  i-  constituted  today,  does  noi  lend  itself  to 
the  establishment  of  playgrounds  that  would  be  a 
proper  replacement  for  the  one  in  question.     Back 
around    1928,    Mr.    President,    the    Ford    Motor 
Company  made  an  offei  for  the  purchase  of  that 
same  playground.     They  had  agreed  to  dredge  the 
Mystic  river  in  order  to  provide  docking  facilities 
for  their  own  steamship  line.      Subsequently,  after 
ii  examination  of  the   title,  they  found  that  the 
city  had  no  right  to  relinquish  playground  property 
in  that  area  because  it  had  been  left,  as  I  under- 
Stood  at  the  time,  and  it  was  carefully  stated  in 
the  record  at  that  time,  that  the  land  which  was 
left  to  the  city  was  to  be  used  as  a  playground,  and 
this  was  one  of  the  terms  of  the  will  of  a  person 
long   since   dead.     As   a   result,    the   negotiations 
with  the  Ford  Motor  Company  fell  through,  and 
Ford  subsequently  moved   to   Middlesex   avenue, 
Somerville,  where  he  built  a  one-story  building  a 
quarter  of  a  mile  long,  with  which  all  of  us  are 
familiar.     Assuming,  Mr.  President,  that  the  City- 
Council  with  legislative  permission  sells  the  John 
J.  Ryan  Field  in  Charlestown,  and  assuming  that 
in  place  of  one  huge  field  they  give  us  two  or  three 
smaller  neighborhood  play  areas,  we  are  going  to 
be  faced  with  a  condition  that  will  not  be  one  bit 
better  than  it  is  today  or  has  been  for  years.     At 
the  present  time,   the  physical   condition  of  the 
Sullivan   Square  Playground,   the  John  J.   Ryan 
Playground,  is  deplorable,  to  say  the  least.     It  is 
not  safe  for  anyone  to  play  there  because  of  the 
stony  condition  of  the  surface,  which  causes  cuts 
and  bruises,  if  there  is  occasion  to  fall  due  to 
violent  exercise  in  the  pursuit  of  recreation.     If 
they  give  us  quarters  or  not  in  place  of  Ryan  Field, 
they  are  only  intensifying  the  condition  of  neglect. 
I  do  not  think  that  is  an  unfair  criticism  of  the 
Park  Department,  to  say  that,  where  they  have 
neglected  one  huge  field,  there  is  not  any  earthly 
reason  to  believe  they  will  not  neglect  three  or  two 
small   fields.     It  seems  to   me   that   the   style   in 
Boston  polities  in  recent  years  is  to  turn  to  Charles- 
town whenever  they  want  to  broaden  out  com- 
mercial activities.     It  is  a  historical  fact  that  the 
people  of  Charlestown  heard  as  long  ago  as  1921 
that  nothing  ever  could  be  done  for  Charlestown 
because  it  was  fast  becoming  an  industrial,  ship- 
ping  and   commercial   district,    that   it   was   fast 
losing    its    identity    as    a    place    of    dwelling    for 
thousands  of  people.     Yet  in  25  years'   time  we 
have   not  only   had   new  families   come  into   pri- 
vately owned  buildings  in  that  district,   but  the 
city  has  seen  fit  to  construct  a  $4,000,000  housing 
project.     Why  they  did  that  on  the  predictions  of 
1921   is  something  I   cannot  understand.     But  it 
seems  to  me  that  we  should  rise  up  in  protest,  all 
of  the  councilors,  including  myself,  because  those 
conditions  might  set  in  at  any  time  in  your  own 
ward.     We  should  protest  the  sale  of  playgrounds 
to  commercial  enterprise.     I  do  not  see  any  valid 
reason  for  it.     There  is  some  story  going  around 
now  that  one  of  the  sugar  companies  wanted  to 
buy   some    property   in    Boston    to    expand    their 
business,  and  if  they  could  not  get  it  at  a  location 
convenient  to  them  they  would  take  their  entire 
business,  present  and  future,  to  New  York  City. 
I   do   not  think  any   company  doing  business   in 
Boston  for  years  is  going  to  pull  up  stakes  suddenly 
and  move  200  or  300  miles  away.     I  do  not  see 
any  good  reason  why  Boston  should  have  to  bend 
the  knee  at  the  expense  of  growing  young  men  and 
women  who  have  nothing  better  than  the  streets 
of  the  district  in  which  to  play.     About  two  hours 
ago,   Mr.   President,   I   came  out  of  the  Mayor's 
oilier-.     One  of  his  secretaries  told  me  there  were 
four  girls  about  13  years  of  age  waiting  in  the  outer 
office   for   an  opportunity   to   see   his   Honor   the 
Mayor.     I    was    pointed    out    to    them    as    their 
councilor.     One  of  them  recognized  me  and  said, 
"Where  can  we  get  a   playground  around  Green 
Street?"      I  said,  "Why  don't  you  go  down  to  the 
housing  project  recreational   area  at  the  foot  of 
the  street?"      They  said,  "When  we  go  there,  the 
kid-  in  the  project   say  we  are  not  entitled  to  use 

the  ground-  bi  ca ■  re  do  not  live  in  the  project." 

I  knew  the  children  had  been  misinformed  not,  by 
any  adull  but  by  thoughtless  children  who  believe 
what  is  on  their  street  is  theirs,  and  all  others  are 
intruders.  I  called  the  Boston  Housing  Authority 
and  was  informed  thai  any  child  in  the  area  can 
play  in  the  recreational  development  of  the  housing 
area  in  Charlestown.     I  told  the  children,  in  turn 


if  they  ran  into  that  condition  again,  to  go  into 
the  office  of  the.  manager  or  the  director  of  recre- 
ation  and   protest.     Tnej    said    they    would,   and 
thanked  me,  and  went  out.     The  simplicity  and 
faith  of  the  children  is  beyond  my  power  to  de- 
scribe.    They  were  not  worldly-wise,  laughing  at 
any  advice  I  gave  them  as  to  their  rights.     They 
took  it  for  granted  it  was  flat  and  final  because 
somebody  holding  an  office  in  the  City  of  Boston 
I  old  them  it,  was.     In  blind  faith  they  have  gone 
back   there   again,   perhaps   to   be  repelled   by    lie 
children  who  will  not  like  them  to  play  in  that  area 
because  they  do  not  live  in  the  housing  develop- 
ment there.     And  yet  the  city  is  toying  with  the 
idea  of  selling  to  a  commercial  establishment  the 
one   last  stronghold    the   children   have    today   in 
which   to  play  their  games  and   play   them   with 
some  comparative  safety,  even  though,  as  I  said 
at  the  outset  of  my  remarks,  the  deplorable  con- 
dition^ of    the,    playground    itself    precludes    the 
possibility  of  a  maximum  amount  of  safety  while 
within  that  playground.     I  do  not  know  whether 
it  is  due  to  .a  lack  of  help  in  the  Park  Department, 
a  lack  of  money  in  their  budget,  or  a  lack  of  both. 
We  appropriated  a  million  dollars  a  year  ago  to  do 
something  for  the  children.     All  we  saw  come  out 
of  it  were  jobs  for  141  of  the  faithful.     What  has 
happened  to  the  recreational  intent  of  the  public 
officials  of  the  City  of  Boston?     I  have  not  got 
up   here   too    often   and   spoken   on   purely   local 
problems,  but  this  is  not  only  local  with  me,  it 
could  be  local  with  any  one  of  you.     Any  one  of 
you  members  might  at  any  time  have  to  take  the 
floor  here  and  protest  the  sale  of  land  that  we  all 
own,  and  that  "we"  includes  the  children.     With 
the  vacation  season  coming  on,  Mr.  President,  are 
we  going  to  make  the  dock  area  and  the  railroad 
tracks    attractive    to  i  these    children,    with    the 
resulting  fatality  of  lives  and  invalidism  due  to 
injuries  sustained  which  we  encouraged?     I  would 
like  to  see  this  Council  in  matters  pertaining  to  the 
welfare  of  children  not  thinking  in  terms  of  sec- 
tionalism.    They  should  think  in  terms  of  children. 
It  may  happen  at  any  time  in  your  ward,  or  in  the 
ward   of   any   man   in   the   Council.     I   want   to 
protest  vigorously  that  the  proper  thing  to  do 
with  that  playground  over  there  is  to  construct  a 
municipal  stadium  that  will  seat,  probably  50,000 
persons.     It  could  by  some  scale  of  payment  or 
use  perhaps  liquidate  the  cost  of  its  upkeep.     Now 
the  land  is  right  in  Sullivan  square,  alongside  the 
Schrafft  Candy   Company.     How   big  it  is   I   do 
not  know.     I  am  no  judge  of  distances.     I  will 
say  this,  it  is  only  50  feet  from  the  entrance  to  the 
Sullivan  Square  terminal  of  the  Boston  Elevated 
Railway    Company.  _  They    could    service    those 
who  cared  to  patronize  events  of  any  description 
that  could  be  held  there.     The  place  would  service 
Everett,   Maiden,  Somerville,  Cambridge,  Arling- 
ton, Winchester,  Melrose,  not  to  mention  Boston 
Proper  and  the  other  side  of  Boston,  for  sporting 
events  of  all  types.     Only  a  few  years  ago  there 
was  a  hue  and  cry  for  the  erection  of  a  municipal 
stadium.     Nothing  came  of  it.     It  was  considered 
a  purely  political  proposition.     I  assure  you.  Mr. 
President,  through  you  and  your  members,  this  is 
not  with  me,  at  least,  at  all  in  the  realm  of  politics. 
I  am  trying  to  place  this  in  the  realm  of  justice, 
not  only  to  the  children  of  the  district  and  the 
city  but  to  the  growing  boys  and  girls  who  very 
soon  will  undertake  their  share  of  the  burden  of 
running  this  city.     In  a  few  years'  time  they  are 
going  to  have  to  contribute.     We  ought  to  give 
them   something   substantial    to    which    they   can 
contribute.     All    of    this    talk    here    about    not 
spending  any   money  now  because  future  gener- 
ations  will    have   to   pay    for   it — we   are   paying 
money    for   what    was    contracted    by   prior   gen- 
erations.    We   are   not  fooling  ourselves  on   that 
score  one  whit.     So  that  we  will  settle  no  burden 
on  them  for  the  years  to  come,  if  we  give  them  a 
happy,      enjoyable,      productive      and      healthful 
youth.     They    in    turn    will    give    the    corporate 
City    of    Boston    and    all    the    surrounding    com- 
munities of  Boston  an  efficient,  eivically  virtuous 
manhood.     I  think  we  owe  them  that  much,  not 
the    Charlestown    kids    alone,    but    the    growing 
children   all   over   this   city.     I   hope   this   passes 
under  suspension  of  the  rule. 

Coun,  HANNON — Mr.  President,  in  many 
respects  I  agree  100  per  cent  with  the  remarks 
of  the  gentleman  from  Ward  2  (Coun.  Kinsella). 
I  think,  too,  that  it  is  about  time  we  cut  out 
giving  away  playgrounds.  -As  a  matter  of  fact, 
in  the  City  of  Boston  I  think  the„word  "play- 
ground" is  a  misnomer.  Most  of  the  playgrounds 
we  have  here  are  nothing  more  or  less  than  leveled- 
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off  patches  of  gravel  upon  which  we  are  asking 
the  children  to  go  in  and  play.  Half  the  time 
it  is  the  children  we  ask  to  go  in  and  play  there. 
You  work  to  get  a  playground  constructed  in 
your  neighborhood.  You  will  find  out  later 
some  restrictions  are  placed  on  the  playground. 
Boys  over  12  or  14  cannot  go  in  there.  There 
is  something  wrong  with  our  system.  Years  ago 
in  Boston  we  used  to  boast  about  the  athletic 
prowess  of  our  residents.  We  could  look  back  in 
the  field  of  athletics,  regardless  of  the  sport, 
whichever  one  you  picked,  and  there  was  always 
somebody  from  Boston  at  the  top  or  pretty  close 
to  the  top.  Nowadays,  when  you  mention 
athletics,  you  are  almost  fearful  to  tell  anyone 
where  you  come  from.  This  was  particularly 
noticeable,  for  instance,  in  the  amateur  athletic 
bouts,  when  not  a  Boston  boy  finished  beyond 
the  trials.  Certainly  the  kids  from  Boston  can 
fight  and  take  care  of  themselves  just  as  well 
as  the  kids  in  any  other  section  of  the  country. 
It  is  not  merely  this  year — it  is  the  story  for  the 
past  five  or  six  years.  Look  at  the  football 
picture.  How  many  boys  did  you  ever  see  from 
Boston  who  really  make  the  grade  in  college 
football?  Nine  times  out  of  ten  they  have  to  be 
satisfied  with  attendance  at  small  colleges  and 
competition  on  the  small  fields.  Look  at  the 
baseball  teams.  How  many  of  the  Big  Leaguers 
are  from  Boston?  They  never  get  up  there. 
Yet,  don't  you  think  our  boys  can  play  baseball 
just  as  well  as  the  kids  from  any  other  section 
of  the  country?  They  may  tell  us  in  other  sections 
of  the  country  they  can  play  ball  longer,  for  a 
longer  period  of  time  throughout  the  year,  that 
we  have  a  colder  climate  here.  How  about 
hockey?  Where  are  the  Boston  boys  in  hockey? 
Certainly  there  is  something  lacking  here.  Where 
the  fault  lies  is  right  in  the  department  of  parks. 
There  is  no  sense  in  kidding  ourselves.  It  used 
to  be  the  Park  and  Recreation  Department.  For 
the  last  few  years  it  is  just  simply  the  Park  De- 
partment. Nobody  up  there  seems  to  care  about 
the  kids  in  the  City  of  Boston.  All  they  care 
about  is  the  tulips  in  the  Public  Garden,  so  that 
outsiders  might  come  in  and  doff  their  hats  at 
the  beauty  thereof.  We  have  to  do  something 
for  the  kids.  I  think  it  is  about  time  we  did  it. 
I  do  not  care  how  we  do  it.  I  do  not  care  whether 
it  is  by  borrowing  money  or,  what  it  is.  I  say, 
in  the  same  vein  as  the  gentleman  from  Charles- 
town  (Coun.  Kinsella),  we  should  not  sell  play- 
grounds. We  should  acquire  them  and  we  should 
make  them  real  playgrounds.  They  should  not 
be  mud  holes  or  merely  sand  traps.  Out  my  way, 
I  worked  last  yepr  and,  with  the  help  of  you 
gentlemen  here,  I  had  land  transferred  to  the 
Park  Department  under  plans  to  let  the  kids 
of  the  district  play  there.  The  land  is  not  being 
used  for  anything.  It  is  no  good  to  anybody. 
The  kids  might  as  well  be  in  there  developing 
their  muscles  and  talents.  Yet,  in  order  to  get 
even  tha  t  little  cleared,  I  had  to  go  to  the  Com- 
missioner of  Public  Works,  and  he  sent  a  bulldozer 
to  clear  the  land  off.  This  year  I  have  asked  that 
the  land  be  improved  for  playground  purposes. 
The  same  Commissioner  of  Parks  writes  down 
and  says  he  has  no  money  to  do  it.  What  does 
he  get  his  money  for?  What  is  his  job,  anyway? 
Isn't  he  supposed  to  provide  playgrounds?  *  Isn't 
he  supposed  to  provide  recreational  facilities? 
As  a  matter  of  fact,  I  do  not  know  what  he  does 
with  his  money.  Whenever  you  suggest  doing 
something,  you  always  get  back  a  very  courteous 
letter,  and  he  tells  you  "yes,"  but  unfortunately 
there  is  no  money  for  this.  I  say  that  is  the  job 
of  the  _  Park  Department.  There  should  be 
money  in  there.  Our  children  vre  entitled  to 
just  as  much  as  the  other  children  in  any  o.ther 
section  of  the  country.  We  should  be  ashamed 
of  oSlselves  if  we  do  not  provide  it.  I  do  not 
mean  to  have  to  go  into  recreation  on  a  great 
scale.  If  the  kids  can  have  a  place  to  practice, 
they  can  swim  without  any  tutoring.  We  have 
a  beach  out  my  way.  The  bathhouse  was  de- 
stroyed five  years  ago,  and  never  rebuilt.  There 
is  never  any  money  for  it:  Can  you  show  me 
a  playground  in  the  city  where  the  kids  can 
really  play?  I  think  the  only  one  we  have  is  the 
one  the  former  Councilor  Shattuck  donated  to 
the  city  so  graciously.  I  think  he  had  to  pay 
for  the  furnishings  on  it.  You  drive  through  any 
other  city,  regardless  of  size,  and  where  there  is  a 
playground  you  will  see  swings,  tilts,  wire  netting 
in  which  the  kids  climb  around  and  down.  Where 
is  there  anything  for  our  kids?  You  cannot  show 
me  a  place,  and  yet  we  say  they  are  playgrounds. 


Why,  the  small  kids  cannot  get  into  most  of 
them.  If  the  playground  is  any  good  at  all,  the 
larger  fellows  will  get  in  and  start  a  ball  game, 
and  the  kids  have  no  chance.  The  commissioner 
will  tell  us  he  hasn't  got  any  help.  Why  hasn't 
he  got  it?  I  dare  say  I  and  every  other  councilor 
here  would  vote  to  give  him  enough  help.  As 
I  say,  the  fault_  is  primarily  his.  Our  kids  are 
just  as  capable,  just  as  able  and  just  as  athletic 
as  the  kids  of  any  other  section  of  the  country. 
What  encouragement  do  they  get?  None  at  all. 
I  have  seen  them  taken  off  the  playgrounds  by 
police  officers.  There  will  be  no  signs  there,  and 
the  officer  will  tell  them.  He  is  doing  it  in  good 
faith  because  somebody  complained.  The  officer 
will  tell  them  it  is  restricted  to  boys  under  14 
years  of  age.  If  the  kids  play  games  in  the  street, 
the  officer  is  down  to  grab  them  for  that.  They 
take  bats  and  balls  away  from  them,  so  that  the 
kids  cannot  play.  We  get  a  chance  to  develop 
a  small  area  so  the  youngsters  can  play  football 
and  can  practice,  and  what  becomes  of  it?  The 
Park  Depa-tment  will  tell  us  they  have  not  any 
money.  Not  only  that,  but  when  you  get  social 
agencies  like  the  Dennison  House  and  the  Boys' 
Club  and  other  organizations  to  give  a  kid  a 
chance,  and  you  want  to  get  the  Park  Department 
to  cooperate,  they  will  not  put  themselves  out  to 
help  those  organizations  to  help  the  kids.  No, 
they  are  trespassing  on  the  divine  rights  of  the 
Park  Department.  That  belongs  to  them.  That 
was  the  story  with  the  Recreation  Board.  They 
could  not  get  any  help  or  cooperation  or  assistance. 
This  Recreation  Board  was  taking  from  the  Park 
Department  something  that  belonged  to  them! 
They  are  in  charge  of  recreation.  Well,  I  think 
the  time  has  come  when  we  here,  in  conjunction 
with  his  Honor  the  Mayor,  ought  to  tell  the 
members  of  the  Park  Department  to  get  off 
their  fannies  and  do  some  work  to  help  the  kids 
of  this  district  regain  their  lost  athletic  prestige 
which  they  once  possessed.  I  hope,  Mr.  President 
— and  I  am  not  going  to  make  this  a  motion  in 
deference  to  the  gentleman  who  filed  the  order — ■ 
I  hope  this  order  is  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
Parks  and  Playgrounds.  I  would  likewise  move 
later  on  that  my  question  relative  to  the  lack  of 
funds  for  the  construction  of  a  playground  on 
Carson  street  also  be  referred  there.  Let  us 
bring  before  us  this  gentleman  who  rules  with  an 
iron  hand  on  the  park  and  recreational  facilities 
of  this  city. 

Coun.  KINSELLA— It  is  perfectly  all  right 
with  me  to  refer  it  to  Parks  and  Playgrounds,  if 
the  Chairman  will  call  a  meeting  for  this  week. 

President  KELLY — Will  you  call  a  meeting  for 
some  day  this  week? 

Coun.  BAYLEY— I  would  be  glad  to. 

The  order  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
Parks  and  Playgrounds  and,  on  motion  of  Coun. 
HANNON,  the  message  of  the  Mayor  with  com- 
munication from  the  Park  Commissioner,  pre- 
viously laid  on  the  table,  was  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  Parks  and  Playgrounds. 


JOHN  J.   DOHERTY  PLAYGROUND. 

Coun.  KINSELLA  offered  the  following: 
Ordered,  That  his  Honor  the  Mayor  be  requested 
to  instruct  the  Park  Commission  to  proceed  at 
once  to  the  completion  of  the  work  begun  in  1945 
on  the  John  J.  Doherty  Heights  Playground  in 
Charlestown. 

Coun.  KINSELLA — This  is  a  companion  piece 
with  the  other  order.  It  concerns  a  spot  of  land 
on  top  of  Bunker  Hill,  for  many  years  a  play  area 
for  the  kids  at  the  Bunker  Hill  School  and  the 
St.  Francis  de  Sales  School.  Last  year  a  contract 
of  $11,595  was  let  to  the  Daddario  Company  to 
install  a  60  by  40  foot  wading'  pool  for  children 
12  years  of  age  and  under.  Because  of  the  late- 
ness of  the  time  of  the  year  in  which  they  started 
to  work,  the  landscaping  could  not  be  carried  out. 
Several  weeks  ago  I  filed  a  similar  order.  I  do 
not  have  any  recollection  of  any  answer  coming 
down  from  the  Board  of  Park  Commissioners. 
I  would  certainly  like  the  courtesy  of  an  answer 
to  find  out  what  they  are  planning  to  do  with  the 
balance  of  the  money  on  which  they  predicated 
their  intentions  of  doing  that  work  up  there. 
The  original  plan,  which  was  shown  to  a  group  of 
representative  people  in  Charlestown  about  a 
year  ago,  contemplated  the  erection  of  a  wading 
pool  and  the  construction  of  benches  for  mothers 
with   children,    with   a   sunning   area   around   the 


223 


CITY     COUNCIL. 


wadini  -    have    trees,      >  rid    boxes,    teeter 

boards  and  a  small  >>>f i l>:i U  diamond.  I'p  to  the 
present  time,  and  the  frost  is  out  of  the  ground 
now,  not  a  tap  of  work  lias  been  done  to  carry 
out  the  plan.  This  is  a  denselj  populated  area 
and  would  be  well  patronized  by  mothers  and 
children.  You  max  recall,  Mr.  President,  when 
I  filed  the  original  order  for  a  wading  pool,  1 
inted  (lie  historj  of  Dewej  Beach  and  the 
condition  that  the  then  Mayor  Tobin  and  1  found 
it  in  in  May,  1944.  We  found  that  the  oil  from  the 
tankers  across  the  river  and  the  Lumber  boats  at 
the  Wiggin  Terminal  Wharf  had  penetrated  the 
sand  of  the  beach  to  the  extent  of  about  one  foot 
\\  ,■  found  through  the  efforts  of  Doctor  Caleb 
that  tin'  degree  of  pollution  in  the  Mystic  river 

was  about  40  times  more  than  that  allowed  by 
the  minimum  public  health  standards  for  human 
bathing.  As  a  result,  a  wading  pool  was  to  be 
constructed  last  year  for  children  12  years  of  age 
and  under  on  Bunker  Hill  street.  Not  one  tap 
of  work  has  been  done.  They  are  not.  beautifying 
i lie  land  according  to  the  original  plan.  This  is 
not  anything  that  I  think  ought  to  go  to  Parks 
and  Playgrounds  in  view  of  the  fact,  that  the  work 
a  tnalh  his  :>.:;:  started.  Sc  in  tins  parti:  ukr 
order.  I  am  going  to  ask  suspension  of  the  rule 
and  passage  of  the  order,  in  order  to  find  out.  Mr. 
President,  what  the  plan  of  the  Park  Commission 
i~  with  respeel  to  continuing'and  completing  that 
work  before  the  really  warm  weather  sets  in. 

The  order  was  passed  under  suspension  of  the  rule. 


LOW-COST  CONSTRUCTION  OF  HOUSING 
IN   WARD   3. 
Coun.  RUSSO  offered  the  following: 
Ordered,  That  his  Honor  the  Mayor  be  requested 
to  confer  with  his  Citizens'  Advisory  Committee 
for  the  purpose  of  initiating  an  urgent  appeal  to 
the  large  insurance  companies  and  banking  institu- 
tions for  an  expenditure  of  a  sum  of  money  suffi- 
cient to  accomplish  major  housing  improvements 
and  low-cost  construction  in  the  Ward  3  section  of 
Boston. 

Coun.  RUSSO — Mr.  President,  for  quite  some 
time  the  people  of  my  district  have  been  interested 
in  low-cost  housing  projects  which  have  never 
been  formulated.  There  has  been  a  lot  of  talk 
during  these  years  but  nothing  has  materialized. 
Nothing  has  been  done  to  see  that  the  so-called 
slum  areas  are  cleaned  out  and  done  away  with. 
I  read  with  amusement  last  week  in  our  daily 
newspapers  where  the  people  of  Dorchester  were 
protesting  the  housing  project  the  Housing 
Authority  wanted  to  put  in.  The  people  of  my 
district  want  these  housing  projects  and  need  them 
badly.  They  cannot  have  them.  I  am  only  won- 
dering, Mr.  President,  what  the  Housing  Authority 
has  done  on  my  suggestion  of  five  and  one-half 
years  ago  to  find  out  from  the  insurance  companies 
if  they  were  willing  to  come  into  the  district  and 
put  in  a  low-cost  housing  project.  I  have  also  in 
mind  that  six  months  or  a  year  after  I  made  that 
ii.. ii  the  Metropolitan  Life  Insurance  Com- 
pany in  New  York  built  a  housing  project  down 
there  which  was  a  credit  to  the  insurance  company 
and  a  credit  to  New  York,  I  lie  first  city  in  the  entire 
nation  to  erect  such  housing.  We  are  told  time 
and  'I""  again  that  din-  to  the  laws  passed  by 
Congress  we  do  not  come  within  the  scope  of 
.nag  land  at  a  value  of  $1.50  per  square  foot. 
I  am  wondering,  Mr.  President,  why  Congress  has 
mil  modified  the  Act.  What  has  happened  to  the 
Housing  Authority  in  Washington  and  the  Housing 

Authority  of  the  City    of   Boston,   that    they  have    ' 

..ii  that  Congress  modifies  that  Act  in  order 

to  gi-.,    an   opportunity,  in   districts  such  as  I  am 

ronted  with  and  districts  throughout  the  United 

Slate;,    where    these    housing    projects    should    go, 

to    receive    these    improvements,     Something    is 
wrong  somewhere.     Here  we  have  on  the  one  hand 

who    refuse    them    anil    on     the    other 

individuals  clamoring  for  them  who  cannot 

have    them.     I   believe    if   the   case   is   presented 

rightly    10    tin-    insurance    companies,   and    these 

million!  oi  doll:  i     li  ing  idle,  they 

could  come  into  the  district  and  build  I  lies,   low   m   I 

i  living  the  di -i  rict  but  being 

i    help  to  the   people  of  the  Citj    of   Boston, 

lividual     who  ha   e  gone 

in. in    1 1n-   in      I/-  ci il    lad    oi    proper 

ing  will  be  very  glad   to  conic  in  il   we   give 


Ihem  accommodation  and  housing  that  would  be 
up  to  standard.  1  therefore  hope,  Mr.  President, 
that  his  HonOl  the  Mayor  will  get  busy  right  away 
in  order  to  give  the  people  of  my  district  things 
thai  they  \  daily  need.  If  the  insurance  com- 
panies do  not  feel  it  is  proper  for  them  to  invest 
their  money,  then  I  strongly  urge  that  the  Housing 
Authority  of  the  city  with  (he  Federal  Housing 
Authority  ill  Washington  see  lo  it  that  Congress 
will  modify  that  law-.  That,  will  help  my  district, 
the  same  as  many  other  districts  throughout  the 
United  Slales  I  ha  I  may  be  confronted  with  the 
same  situation  within  their  scope,  and  eliminate 
many  of  these  so-called  slum  areas,  and  above  all, 
these  COW  paths  that  we  still  have  in  our  city.  I 
hope  the  order  will  pass  under  suspension  of  the 
lule 

The  order  was  passed  under  suspension  of  the 
rule. 


"STRIKE"    OF    SANITARY    DEPARTMENT 
EMPLOYEES    IN    NORTH    END. 

Coun.  RUSSO  offered  the  following: 

Ordered.  That  the  Public  Works  Commissioner 
be  requested,  through  his  Honor  the  Mayor,  to 
investigate  the  recent  "so-called  strike"  of  the 
Sanitary  Department  employees  in  the  North  End. 

Coun.  RUSSO — Mr.  President,  it  seems  to  me 
that  every  holiday  and  in  particular  when  Easter 
and  Christmas  come  around,  every  year  I  have  to 
take  the  floor  and  speak  about  these  conditions. 
Last  Friday,  which  was  Good  Friday,  my  district 
was  left  in  a  very  deplorable  condition.  Ashes 
and  garbage  were  not  being  taken.  The  streets 
were  filled  with  them.  After  all,  Mr.  President, 
you  and  I  know,  as  fathers,  that  children  will  be 
children  regardless  -of  where  they  live.  Having 
in  mind  that  the  children  of  my  district  are  forced 
to  play  on  the  sidewalks  and  streets,  just  imagine 
what  all  this  garbage  surrounding  them  means, 
and  how  easy  it  could  be  for  them  to  contract 
various  diseases.  I  feel,  Mr.  President,  there  is 
something  wrong  somewhere,  and  I  would  like  to 
find  out  where  it  is.  I  have  talked  with  some  of 
these  laborers,  and  they  have  informed  me  that 
men  in  other  departments  in  the  Public  Works 
Department,  when  they  work  on  holidays,  are 
paid  double  time.  I  can  sympathize  with  them 
because  I  believe  if  there  are  other  individuals  who 
do  not  work  on  holidays  and  still  get  paid,  I  do 
not  see  any  reason  that  these  individuals  who 
were  called  upon  to  work  on  that  holiday,  should 
not  receive  the  extra  dollars  in  order  for  them  to 
provide  for  their  families.  There  is  another 
question.  Before,  they  used  to  go  out  at  6.30  a.  m. 
to  do  the  collection  and  get  through  at  2.30  p.  m. 
I  believe  the  Public  Works  Commissioner  has  said 
they  should  start  at  8  o'clock  in  the  morning  and  ■ 
work  through  until  5  o'clock  in  the  evening. 
I  do  not.  know  which  is  best,  but  I  do  know  my 
district  was  not  left  in  the  clean  and  sanitary 
condition  that  it  should  have  been  in,  especially 
on  this  Easter  holiday.  On  Saturday,  if  I  received 
one  telephone  call,  I  received  two  hundred  of 
them,  and  explained  that  to  the  best  of  my 
knowledge  the  work  had  taken  place.  Even 
though  the  Commissioner  called  out  the  contractor 
to  do  that  work,  some  of  the  streets  were  not  done 
up  to  Sunday  morning.  As  a  matter  of  fact,  I 
thank  the  Commissioner  for  the  help  he  gave 
me  when  I  contacted  him  Sunday  about  11.30  a.  m., 
urging  him  to  send  out  a  truck  to  take  away  the 
swill  from  two  streets  in  the  North  End,  where, 
on  one  street  in  particular,  a  wedding  was  taking 
place  at  2  o'clock  in  the  afternoon,  Easter  Sunday. 
Just  imagine  it.  Picture  in  your  mind  the  condi- 
tion I  have  just  outlined  and  imagine  a  wedding 
taking  place,  with  all  those  beautiful  flower?  and 
all  the  ash  barrels  outside.  I  thank  the  Com- 
missioner. He  was  prompt.  I  was  there  and 
saw  that,  the  street  was  cleaned  of  that  mess. 
Therefore,  Mr.  President,  I  hope  that  this  order 
of  mine  will  be  sent  to  the  Executive  Session  so 
that  we  may  get  the  Public  Works  Commissioner 
in  because  the  Commissioner  may  be  right  and 
the  employees  may  be  right.  I  do  not  think 
that  the  people  of  my  district  are  wrong.  They 
have  to  take  the  consequences.  I  do  not  believe 
that,  they  should  be  compelled  to.  I  do  not  believe 
they  will  stand  for  it,  and  neither  will  I  stand  for 
it,  as  their  representative.  Therefore,  I  hope  my 
order  will  be  referred  to  the  Executive  Committee. 

The  order  was  referred  to  the  Executive 
(  'oiumiU.cc. 
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REPORT   OF   COMMITTEE   ON   LICENSES. 

Coun.  SCANNELL,  for  the  Committee  on 
Licenses,  submitted  the  following: 

1.  Report  on  petition  of  Hudson  Bus  Lines 
(referred  April  8)  to  operate  motor  vehicles  from 
Boston-Somerville  line  on  Mystic  avenue,  to  Main 
street,  to  Cambridge  street,  to  Main  street,  to 
Alford  street,  to  West  street,  to  Beacham  street, 
to  Main  street,  in  either  direction — recommending 
that  permit  be  granted. 

Report  accepted;  permit  granted  under  usual 
conditions. 

2.  Report  on  petition  of  Gately  Company 
(referred  December  31,  1945)  for  driveway  opening 
at  39  Harvard  avenue,  Allston — recommending  that 
permit  be  granted. 

Report  accepted;   said  permit  granted. 

3.  Report  on  petition  of  Gerhard  Doenges 
(referred  today)  for  driveway  opening  at  38  Park 
street — recommending  that  same  be  granted. 

Report  accepted;  permit  granted  under  usual 
conditions. 

4.  Reports  on  petitions  of  Boston  Elevated 
Railway  Company  for  permits  to  operate  motor 
vehicles: 

Petition  (referred  September  11,  1944)  to  operate 
motor  vehicles  from  junction  of  West  Roxbury 
Parkway  and  Anawan  avenue,  over  Anawan 
avenue,  Park  street,  Saville  street  and  Stratford 
street  to  Anawan  avenue — recommending  that 
permit  be  granted. 

Report  accepted;  permit  granted  under  usual 
conditions. 

Petition  (referred  July  9,  1945)  for  approval  of 
track  over  private  land  between  Bennington 
street  and  Revere  line — recommending  that 
permit  be  granted. 

Report  accepted;  permit  granted  under  usual 
conditions. 

Petition  (referred  September  10,  1945)  to 
operate  motor  vehicles  between  Brookline  line 
over  Pond  street  and  Arborway — recommending 
that  permit  be  granted. 

Report  accepted;  permit  granted  under  usual 
conditions. 

Petition   (referred   October   1,    1945)   to   operate 
motor  vehicle  over  Chestnut  Hill  avenue  in  either 
direction    between    Commonwealth    avenue    and  ■ 
Cleveland   Circle — recommending  that   permit  be 
granted. 

Permit  granted  under  usual  conditions. 

Petition  (referred  October  1,  1945)  to  operate 
motor  vehicles  over  Congress  street,  in  either 
direction,  between  Post  Office  square  and  Atlantic 
avenue — recommending  that  permit  be  granted. 

Report  accepted;  permit  granted  under  usual 
conditions. 

Petition  (referred  November  19,  1945)  to  operate 
motor  vehicles  over  Lincoln  street,  between  Knee- 
land  street  and  Summer  street;  over  Summer 
street,  between  Lincoln  street  and  Atlantic  avenue; 
over  South  street,  between  Summer  street  and 
Essex  street;  over  Essex  street,  between  South 
street  and  Atlantic  avenue — recommending  that 
permit  be  granted. 

Permit  granted  under  usual  conditions. 

Petition  (referred  January  14)  to  operate  motor 
vehicles  over  Congress  street,  in  either  direction, 
between  Post  Office  square  and  Atlantic  avenue — 
recommending  that  permit  be  granted. 

Report  accepted;  permit  granted  under  usual 
conditions. 

Petition  (referred  January  14)  to  operate  motor 
vehicles  over  Chestnut  Hill  avenue  in  either  direc- 
tion, between  Commonwealth  avenue  and  Cleve- 
land Circle — recommending  that  permit  be  granted. 

Report  accepted;  permit  granted  under  usual 
conditions. 

Petition  (referred  January  14)  to  operate  motor 
vehicles  between  Summer  and  South  streets  and 
Atlantic  avenue  and  Essex  street — recommending 
that  same  ought  to  pass. 

Report  .accepted;  permit  granted  under  usual 
conditions. 

Petition  (referred  January  21)  to  operate  motor 
vehicles  between  Walworth  and  Washington  streets 
and  Holy  Name  Church — recommending  that  per- 
mit be  granted. 
'  Report  accepted;  permit  granted  under  usual 
conditions. 

Petition  (referred  January  14)  to  operate  motor 
vehicles  between  Kneeland  and  Lincoln  streets  to 
Summer  street  and  Atlantic  avenue — recommend- 
ing that  permit  be  granted. 

Report  accepted;  permit  granted  under  Usual 
conditions. 


Petition  (referred  January  14)  to  operate  motor 
vehicles  between  Granite  avenue  and  Milton  street 
and  Granite  avenue  and  Hill  Top  street — recom- 
mending that  petition  be  referred  to  the  Executive 
Committee. 

'Report  accepted;  petition  referred  to  Executive 
Committee. 


HOURS  OF  BASEBALL  GAMES  ON  SUNDAY. 

Coun.  BAYLEY  offered  the  following: 

Resolved,  That  the  City  Council  of  the  City  of 
Boston  hereby  reaffirms  resolution  adopted  Febru- 
ary 4,  1946,  and  approved  by  the  Mayor  February 
5,  1946,  for  amendment  to  the  statute  concerning 
hours  of  baseball  games  on  the  Lord's  Day,  and 
hereby  respectfully  requests  the  General  Court  to 
reconsider  its  previous  action  concerning  House 
Bill  No.  281,  and  specifically  requests  the  Massa- 
chusetts Senate  to  give  favorable  action  to  said 
bill  immediately. 

Coun.  BAYLEY — Mr.  President,  yesterday 
afternoon  35,000  fans  attended  a  double  header 
between  the  Red  Sox  and  the  Philadelphia 
Athletics.  They  saw  a  very  fine  game,  one  of  the 
most  thrilling  in  many  years.  They  were  deprived 
of  the  right  to  see  perhaps  nearly  as  thrilling  a 
game  in  the  second  game  of  the  double  header. 
Because  of  the  operation  of  the  Sunday  law,  the 
Red  Sox,  at  present  leading  the  American  League, 
were  deprived  of  a  chance  of  victory.  It  has  been 
roundly  condemned  in  every  paper  in  Boston. 
The  Boston  American  said,  "Fans  condemn  curfew 
as  Sox  win  streak  stops.''  The  Boston  Globe  said, 
"It  took  the  silly  Sunday  curfew  and  blustering 
Bobo  Newsom  to  stop  the  streaking  Red  Sox." 
The  Herald  and  the  Post  criticized  the  law.  I  agree 
it  is  ridiculous  and  unfair.  The  baseball  fans  of 
Boston  should  not  be  forced  to  watch  an  abbre- 
viated second  game  because  one  of  the  most  anti- 
quated of  Blue  Laws  is  on  our  books.  It  is  dis- 
crediting Boston  to  realize  we  are  working  in  this 
matter  on  a  law  which  was  passed  50  years  ago. 
I  think  that  the  law  should  be  repealed  and  a  game 
should  be  allowed  to  be  finished  after  6.30.  In  an 
article  in  the  Boston  Globe  this  morning  Harold 
Kaese  has  written,  "Hockey,  basketball  and 
bowling,  but  no  baseball  after  6.30  p.  m."  He 
points  out  in  this  article  that  the  Red  Sox  might 
lose  the  pennant  by  half  a  game.  The  Massa- 
chusetts Legislature  deserves  a  vote  of  thanks  from 
the  Philadelphia  team  for  giving  them  a  chance  to 
win  the  game.  When  the  second  game  was  stopped 
the  Boston  team  were  traiUng  three  to  nothing, 
It  is  possible  they  would  have  overcome  the 
three-run  lead  in  the  second  game,  and  won  that 
game  also. 

Coun.  COOK — Will  the  gentleman  yield  for  a 
question? 

Coun.  BAYLEY— Yes. 

Coun.  COOK — Will  the  councilor  tell  us  by  what 
score  he  thinks  the  Red  Sox  would  have  won  if 
they  played  nine  innings? 

Coun."  BAYLEY— Mr.  President,  that  is  a 
matter  of  supposition.  It  is  a  matter  of  conjec- 
ture. I  said  they  would  have  had  a  chance  to  win 
the  game  had  it  gone  on.  With  that  statement  I 
think  there  can  be  no  question.  Any  team  has  a 
chance  to  win  as  long  as  the  game  is  not  over.  Mr. 
President,  the  bill  in  the  Massachusetts  Legisla- 
ture unfortunately  was  reported  unfavorably. 
Later  the  Massachusetts  House  report  overturned 
the  adverse  report  and  reported  favorably.  It  was 
sent  to  the  Massachusetts  Senate,  which  in  turn 
gave  it  considerable  debate  and  then  had  a  quick 
voice  vote,  and  thereby  killed  it.  There  was 
doubt  that  the  yeas  were  as  loud  as  the  nays. 
There  can  be  no  reconsideration  unless  there  is 
unanimous  consent.  The  Boston  Globe  says, 
referring  to  the  Massachusetts  Senate,  "Such 
unanimous  consent  would  be  the  equivalent  of 
unanimous  common  sense,  and  that  is  unlikely." 
I  hope  the  Senate  will  have  enough  sense  to  realize 
the  feelings  of  the  35,000  fans  present  at  the  game 
yesterday  when  they  were  deprived  of  seeing  the 
full  ball  game  intended  to  be  played  nine  innings. 
The  Boston  fans  are  entitled  to  it.  We  in  the  City 
Council  are  all  interested  in  such  matters.  Most 
of  us  would  like  to  see  the  Boston  team  win  the 
pennant.  It  brings  honor  and  prestige  to  Boston. 
It  is  hurtingthe  chances  of  the  Boston  team  winning 
the  pennant.  It  leaves  a  bad  taste  in  the  mouth  to 
have  this  antiquated  Blue  Law.  It  is  one  of  the 
things  we  must  wipe  out  if  we  are  to  have  a  pro- 
gressive city  in  Boston.  We  have  already  gone 
on   record  in   favor.     In   view  of   wli.it    happened 
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yesterday,  I  hope  we  "ill  go  on  record  in  favoi  oi 
it  again,  and  urge  the  Senators  to  take  (his  aotion. 
1  do  no)  believe  we  should  act  on  my  motion  until 
we  investigate  it  I  am  willing  to  nave  ii  sent  to 
the  Executive  Committee.  1  would  like  to  have  n 
acted  on  today,  the  day  after  the  baseball  game 
took  place,  so  that  we  may  show  the  citizens  we  in 
Boston  will  give  them  a  chance  to  have  nine- 
inning  games  1  might  say,  in  conclusion,  this  is 
another  example  of  where  1  believe  then-  should 
be  more  home  rule  for-  Boston.  The  matter  should 
be  handled  bj  the  Council  as  to  how  long  they 
should  play  on  Sunday,  and  we  should  do  away  with 
the  silly,  stupid  law  now  on  the  statute  books. 
Only  Pennsylvania  has  such  a  law.  While  it  is 
effective  at  5.S9  before  daylight  saving,  it  will  be 
effective  at  6.59  in  the  summertime. 

Coun.  MUCHNICK— Will  the  councilor  yield 
for  :,  question? 

Coun.  BAYLEY— Certainly. 

Coun.  MUCHNICK — Docs  the  councilor  know 
which  party  it  was  which  defeated  the  present  bill 
in  the  Senate  ami  tin-  House? 

President  KELLY — Will  you  inform  the  gentle- 
man? 

Coun.  BAYLEY— I  could  not  tell.  It  was 
defeated  on  a  voice  vote.  Some  said  yes,  and  some 
said  no.  It  was  reported  the  yeas  had  it.  I  think 
the  motion  was  to  refer  it  to  the  next  General 
Court.  It  was  on  a  voice  vote,  yes  or  no,  and  I 
could  not  tell  what  party  or  people  were  for  or 
against  it.  I  do  believe  that  most  of  the  Boston 
Senators  were  for  it.  Mr.  President,  I  believe 
this  is  a  matter  which  we  should  act  on  today,  to 
show  that  Boston  is  not  a  backward  city. 

Coun.  KINSELLA— Mr.  President. 

President  KELLY — For  what  purpose  does  the 
gentleman  rise? 

Coun.  KINSELLA — To  ask  the  gentleman  a 
question. 

President  KELLY — Will  you  yield  for  a 
question? 

Coun.  BAY'LEY— Yes. 

Coun.  KINSELLA — I  would  ask  the  councilor 
through  you,  Mr.  President,  if  it  was  not  a  Re- 
publican majority  that  defeated  it? 

President  KELLY — Can  you  answer  the 
question? 

Coun.  BAYLEY' — I  do  not  know. 

Coun.  KINSELLA — I  would  ask  the  gentleman 
another  question.  I  would  ask  the  gentleman  if  he 
is  not  the  one  who  admonished  me  repeatedly  not 
to  butt  into  the  Legislature's  business? 

Coun.  BAY'LEY — I  do  not  believe  we  should 
act  on  matters  which  are  purely  legislative  and 
have  to  deal  with  the  Commonwealth.  Happily, 
inasmuch  as  we  here  act  on  the  Sunday  licenses, 
and  inasmuch  as  the  two  big  league  baseball  teams 
concerned  are  Boston  teams,  it  is  a  Boston  matter, 
a  municipal  matter.  I  think  the  time  for  playing 
in  Boston  could  be  better  left  in  the  hands  of  the 
City  Council  than  in  the 'hands  of  the  Legislature. 
I  think  it  could  be  left  in  the  hands  of  each  city 
and  town  throughout  the  Commonwealth.  This 
is  a  matter  which  concerns  Boston. 

Coun.  HANNON — Will  the  gentleman  yield  for 
a  question? 

Coun.  BAYLEY— With  pleasure. 

Coun.  HANNON — I  was  just  wondering  if  the 
gentleman  would  feel  the  same  way  about  this  law 
if  the  Red  Sox  had  been  leading  3  to  0? 

Coun.  BAYLEY— Mr.  President,  I  believe  the 
fans  are  entitled  to  see  nine  innings.  We  are 
supposed  to  have  nine  innings  in  games.  A 
team  should  be  able  to  win  in  nine  innings  as 
well  as  five.  They  should  play  nine  innings,  even 
if  they  are  winning.  If  they  are  leading,  I  think 
they  will  win. 

Coun.  HANNON — I  was  wondering  if  that  was 
his  answer  or  Councilor  Fish's  answer. 

Coun.  FISH — I  agree  with  Councilor  Bayley. 

President  KELLY — Have  you  any  objection  if 
we  pass  it  under  suspension  of  the  rule? 

Coun..  BAYLEY — I  hope  it  will  happen  if  the 
members  feel  they  have  sufficient  cognizance  of 

what  is  contained  in  the  resolve. 

The  order  was  passed  under  suspension  of  the 

J  'lie. 


HOUSING    PROJECTS. 

Coun. SULLIVAN  offered  the  following: 
Ordered,  That  the  Boston  Housing  Authority  be 
requested,  through  his  Honor  the  Mayor,  to  erect, 
a  housing  project  in  the  Ward  it  section  of  Roxbury, 


bounded    by    Ruggles    street,    Shawmut    avenue, 
Roxbury  street  and  Tremont  street, 

Coun.  SULLIVAN  offered  the  following: 
Ordered,  That  the  Boston  Housing  Authority  be 
requested,  through  his  Honor  the  Mayor,  to 
consider  the  advisability  of  erecting  one  and  two- 
family  homes  in  mass  production  and  to  be  sold 
to  veterans  at  cost . 


DELAY   IN   SOUTH   END   AND   SOUTH 
BOSTON   HOUSING   PROJECTS. 

Coun.  SULLIVAN  offered  the  following: 
Ordered,  That  the  Boston  Housing  Authority  be 
requested,  through  his  Honor  the  Mayor,  to 
furnish  information  to  the  Boston  City  Council  as 
to  why  the  building  program  of  the  proposed 
South  End  and  South  Boston  projects  has  not.  as 
yet  started. 


TAXES   FROM   HOUSING   PROJECTS. 

Coun.  SULLIVAN  offered  the  following: 

Ordered,  That  the  City  Collector  be  requested, 
through  his  Honor  the  Mayor,  to  furnish  the  City 
Council  information  relative  to  what  the  City  of 
Boston  obtained  from  the  Boston  Housing  Au- 
thority in  taxes  from  the  various  housing  units 
throughout  the  city  for  the  past  five  years;  and 
be  it  further 

Ordered,  That  the  City  Collector  furnish 
information  to  the  City  Council  relative  to  what 
the  City  derived  from  taxes  in  these  same  locations 
before  the  Housing  Authority  took  over  these 
properties. 

Coun.  SULLIVAN— Mr.  President,  last  Wed- 
nesday, on  the  petition  of  the  Boston  Housing 
Authority,  the  Board  of  Zoning  Adjustment  held 
a  hearing  in  this  chamber.  The  chairman  of  the 
Housing  Authority  stated  that  they  wanted  a 
change  of  zoning  on  the  other  side  of  Columbus 
Field  in  Dorchester  and  South  Boston.  Their 
purpose  was  to  take  over  this  tract  of  land  for  an 
additional  housing  project.  At  that  hearing  I 
opposed  the  petition  as  presented  by  the  Boston 
Housing  Authority  because  they,  in  the  erection 
of  the  Mission  Hill  Project  and  other  projects 
throughout  the  city,  left  another  slum  area  in  my 
district.  It  is  mainly  bounded  by  the  streets 
listed  in  order  No.  1.  This  area  here  has  all  the 
facilities.  It  has  public  and  parochial  schools,  a 
public  building  which  has  gymnasium  facilities 
and  showers,  a  swimming  pool,  a  health  unit.  It 
is  an  ideal  location  from  which  to  approach  all 
sections  of  the  city.  It  has  a  nice  shopping  area 
within  a  few  minutes'  walk.  Their  proposal,  the 
proposition  of  the  Housing  Authority,  was  tov 
take  over  this  land  in  South  Boston  and  to  spend 
ten  million  dollars  to  install  streets  and  other 
utilities.  With  that  money  they  could  buy  a 
goodly  portion  of  the  city.  If  they  talked  to  the 
right  people,  they  could  buy  the  entire  city  for 
the  ten  million  dollars.  But  Mr.  Carroll's  main 
contention  was  that  they  must  build  another 
housing  project  because  they  have  no  other  place 
to  house  tenants  if  they  remove  them  from  any 
other  section  of  the  city.  They  have  land  in  the 
South  End  and  in  South  Boston.  What  have 
they  done  to  start  these  two  projects  which  will 
help  tremendously  the  housing  shortages  here  in 
Boston?  Mr.  Carroll  condemned  the  business- 
men of  that  district  in  this  zoning  matter  for  being 
opposed  to  housing  for  veterans.  The  only  one 
who  is  doing  anything  against  housing  for  veterans 
is  the  Housing  Administration  itself.  They  are 
not  moving  to  start  the  buildings  in  the  South 
End  and  in  South  Boston  where  they  own  the  land, 
on  which  they  can  get  priorities.  We  have 
Understood  for  the  last  several  years  they  have 
money  for  those  two  projects  and  for  the  buildings 
to  be  constructed  thereon.  If  they  are  successful 
in  having  this  change  of  Zoning  in  South  Boston 
on  a  piece  of  vacant  land,  where  are  they  going  to 
get  it?  If  they  ask  for  it  in  the  petition  for  low- 
rent  housing,  it  is  only  the  people  in  Roxbury, 
the  South  End  and  Charlestown,  that  can  qualify 
for  the  low-rent  housing.  They  can  go  into  the 
area  named  in  the  order  and  buy  up  the  land  and 
property  thereon  very  cheaply.  Councilor  Russo 
has  fought  for  housing  projects  in  his  district. 
He  was  told  they  could  not  exceed  $1.50  per 
square  foot;  yet  they  are  going  into  South  Boston 
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on  this  land,  and  if  they  are  successful  they  will 
pay  twice  and  in  some  instances  three  times  more 
than  that  per  square  foot.  If  the  Housing 
Authority  want  to  do  something  for  the  veterans, 
they  can  erect  one  and  two-family  houses  on  city- 
owned  land  throughout  the  city  in  mass  pro- 
duction, which  in  turn  can  be  sold  to  the  veterans 
at  the  cost  to  them.  I  asked  in  my  other  order 
why  the  Housing  Authority  has  not  proceeded 
with  the -construction  of  the  two  projects  in  the 
South  End  and  South  Boston,  and  also  for  addi- 
tional information  from  the  City  Collector  on 
what  the  city  obtained  in  taxes  through  the  past 
five  years  from  the  projects.  Prior  to  the  Housing 
Authority  taking  over  the  property,  I  want  to 
know  what  the  city  derived  from  the  properties  at 
that  time.  It  was  brought  out  in  the  hearing  last 
Wednesday  that  the  city  gets  a  further  charge  of 
10  per  cent  on  shelter  rent  put  on  each  door  of  a 
housing  project  in  which  there  are  six  families, 
an  average  rental  of  $32  a  month.  The  overhead 
and  gas  and  heat  and  light  average  about  $8, 
leaving  what  they  figure  as  $24  a  month  for 
shelter  rent.  We  derive  10  per  cent  of  the  $24  a 
month,  which  amounts  to  $2.40.  In  six  apart- 
ments we  collect  less  than  $200  a  year.  That  is 
less  than  any  single-family  house,  or  the  majority 
of  the  single-family  homes  in  Boston  are  paying 
on  their^  one  single-family  homes.  I  hope  that 
the  Zoning  Board  will  refuse  that  petition  as 
presented  by  the  Housing  Authority  and  not  allow 
them  to  build  a  project  there  in  South  Boston. 
I  have  always  understood  housing  was  for  slum 
clearance  and  not  the  erecting  of  these  projects. 
They  have  established  other  slum  areas  through- 
out the  city.  For  each  tenement  or  apartment 
they  build  they  must  demolish  one.  Where  can 
they  demolish  an  apartment,  even  one,  over  here 
in  this  proposed  change  of  zoning  which  they 
intend  to  have,  and,  if  they  are  successful,  to 
create  another  housing  project?  Mr.  President, 
I  move  that  the  first  two  orders  be  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  Housing  for  a  public  hearing,  and 
that  the  other  latter  two  orders  be  passed  under 
suspension  of  the  rule. 

The  first  two  orders  were  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  Public  Housing,  and  the  last  two  orders 
were  passed  under  suspension  of  the  rule. 


TAXING    OF    PEAL    ESTATE    USED    FOR 
DWELLINGS   AT   LOWER   RATE. 

Coun.  MUCHNICK  offered  the  following: 

Ordered,  That  his  Honor  the  Mayor  consult 
with  his  Board  of  Boston  Businessmen  to  de- 
termine the  advisability  of  sponsoring  legislation 
permitting  the  City  of  Boston  to  tax  real  estate 
used  for  dwelling  purposes  at  a  rate  lower  than 
that  at  which  real  estate  for  commercial  purposes 
is  taxed. 

Coun.  MUCHNICK— Mr.  President,  because 
of  the  present  conditions  it  seems  to  me  that  the 
dwelling  unit  of  real  estate  is  bearing  too  great  a 
share  of  the  load  proportionately,  compared  to 
the  share  that  should  be  borne  by  commercial  real 
estate.  There  is  no  ceiling  on  rents  in  commercial 
real  estate  nor  is  there  any  ceiling  on  profits. 
Over  the  period  of  the  next  two  or  three  years 
during  the  time  the  housing  shortage  is  alleviated, 
we  can  expect  that  O.P.A.  will  continue  in  existence 
at  least  as  far  as  dwellings  are  concerned.  With  a 
ceiling  on  rentals  and  with  a  greater  outlay  for 
repairs  and  taxes  and  improvements,  it  seems 
unfair  that  those  persons  who  own  dwelling- 
property  should  bear  the  same  proportionate 
share  of  tax  burdens  that  is  borne  by  those  per- 
sons who  own  commercial  property  who  are  not 
subject  to  O.P.A.  regulations  and  who  are  getting 
the  top  dollar  per  square  foot  on  rentals.  It 
seems  to  me  we  ought  to  do  something  about 
easing  the  burden  upon  the  dwelling  unit  owner. 
I  would  like  to  have  this  order  sent  to  the  Execu- 
tive Committee  this  afternoon  to  have  it  taken 
up  at  the  same  time  that  the  other  two  tax  orders 
that  I  have  submitted  are  taken  up. 

The  order  was  referred  to  the  Executive 
Committee. 


POWERS   OF   PRICE   CONTROL   ACT. 

Coun.  MUCHNICK  offered  the  following: 
Resolved,  That  the  Boston  City  Council  records 
itself  as   opposed  to   the   action  of  the   National 
House  of  Representatives  in  curtailing  the  powers 


of  the  Price  Control  Act  and  urges  the  Senate  of 
the  United  States  to  reject  the  bill  passed  by  said 
House  and  to  enact  in  its  place  a  continuation  of 
the  present  Price  Control  Act  or  any  act  that  will 
help  stop  the  threatened  spread  of  inflation 

Coun.  MUCHNICK— Mr.  President,  while 
normally  this  would  be  referred  to  Rules,  I  do 
not  wish  to  speak  on  the  order;  I  do  not  want 
to  make  a  statement  but  to  ask  a  question.  If  I 
were  to  ask  you,  that  in  view  of  the  fact  this 
week  is  going  to  be  the  time  that  the  Senate  is 
considering  this  matter,  and  that  sending  this 
order  to  Rules  would  probably  defeat  whatever 
purpose  the  resolution  has,  under  those  circum- 
stances, would  you  send  it  not  to  Rules  but  to 
the  Executive  Session?  How  would  you  answer 
that  question? 

President  KELLY — I  might  answer  the  coun- 
cilor, if  there  was  not  any  objection  by  any  member 
of  the  Council,  I  would  consider  it. 

Coun.  MUCHNICK— I  do  not  hear  any 
objection.  It  is  merely  a  suggestion  on  my  part. 
Can  this  go  to  Executive  rather  than  to  Rules, 
because  of  the  time  element? 

President  KELLY — Do  I  hear  any  objection? 

Coun.  RUSSO— I  object. 

President  KELLY — There  is  objection.  I  would 
refer  it,  if  there  was  not  objection. 

The  resolution  was  referred  to  the  Committee 
on  Rules. 


OPPOSITION    TO    REDUCTION    OF    COM- 
PENSATION  TO   CERTAIN   VETERANS. 

Coun.  FISH  and  MADDEN  offered  the 
following: 

Resolved,  That  the  Boston  City  Council  in 
meeting  assembled  hereby  expresses  itself  heartily 
in  favor  of  legislation  introduced  in  Congress  pro- 
viding as  follows:  "Notwithstanding  any  provi- 
sion of  law  or  veterans'  regulation,  no  reduction 
of  the  pension,  compensation,  or  emergency  officers' 
retirement  pay  of  any  veteran  shall  be  made  during 
his  hospital  treatment  or  institutional  or  domi- 
ciliary care  by  the  United  States  or  any  political 
subdivision. 

Referred  to  Committee  on  Rules. 


ACCEPTANCE   OF   CHAPTER    179, 
ACTS   OF   1946. 

Coun.  KEENAN  offered  the  following: 
Ordered,  That  chapter  179  of  the  Acts  of  1946 
entitled  "An  Act  Repealing  Certain  Provisions  of 
Law  which  Defer  the  Granting  of  One  Day  Off  in 
Every  Six  Days  for  Members  of  the  Police  Force 
of  the  City  of  Boston  "  be,  and  hereby  is,  accepted. 
Referred  to  Executive  Committee. 


RESURFACING   OF   CERTAIN 
WARD  20    STREETS. 

Coun.  BRYAN  offered  the  following: 

Ordered,  That  the  Commissioner  of  Public  Works 

be  requested,  through  his  Honor  the  Mayor,  to 

resurface  Belgrade  avenue,  Ward  20. 

Ordered,  That  the  Commissioner  of  Public  Works 
be  requested,  through  his  Honor  the  Mayor,  to 
resurface  Weld  street,  from  Corey  to  Maple  streets, 
Ward  20.  — 

Ordered,  That  the  Commissioner  of  Public  Works 
be  requested,  through  his  Honor  the  Mayor,  to 
resurface  Hewlett  street, Ward  20. 

Severally  passed  under  suspension  of  the  rule. 


ACCEPTANCE   OF   CERTAIN 
WARD  20    STREETS. 

Coun.  BRYAN  offered  the  following: 
Ordered,  That  the  Board  of  Street  Commissioners 
be  requested,   through  his  Honor  the  Mayor,  to 
accept  and  lay  out  Kerna  road,  Ward  20,  as  a  public 
highway.  — 

Ord3red,  That  the  Board  of  Street  Commissioners 
be  requested,  through  his  Honor  the  Mayor,  to 
accept  and  lay  out  Tobin  road,  from  Washington 
street  to  Kerna  road,  Ward  20,  as  a  public  highway. 
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Ordered,  Thai  the  Board  of  Street  Commissioners 
be  requested,  through  his  Honor  the  Mayor,  bo 
accept  and  laj  out  Wright  mad,  Ward  20,  as  a 
I  >  i ■  l  > 1 1 «-  highway. 

Ordered,  That  the  Board  of  Street  Commis- 
sioners be  requested,  through  Ids  Honor  the  Mayor, 
to  accept  and  lay  out  George  street,  Ward  20,  as  a 
public  highway. 

Ordered.  That  the  Board  of  Street.  Commis- 
sioners be  requested,  through  ld.s  Honor  the  .Major, 
to  accept  and  lay  out  Buchanan  road,  Ward  20, 
from  Andover  road  to  Bullion  road,  as  a  public 
highway  ■ 

Ordered,  That  the  Board  of  Street  Commis- 
sioners be  requested,  through  his  Honor  the  Mayor, 
to  accept  and  lay  out  Rendall  road,  Ward  20,  as  a 
public  highway. 

Ordered,  That  the  Board  of  Street  Commis- 
sioners be  requested,  through  his  Honor  the  Mayor, 
to  accept  and  lay  out  Meshaka  street,  Ward  20, 
a>  a  public  highway. 

Severally  passed  under  suspension  of  the  rule. 


SURVEY     OF     APARTMENT     HOUSES     IN 
BOSTON. 

Coun.  CHASE  offered  the  following: 
Ordered,  That  the  Building  Commissioner  be 
requested,  through  his  Honor  the  Mayor,  to  make 
a  survey  of  apartment  houses  in  Boston  with  a  view 
to  determining  the  necessity  of  amending  the  laws 
so  as  to  provide  emergency  egress  in  the  event  of 
fire. 

Referred  to  Executive  Committee. 


SPOTLIGHT      IN      FRONT      OF      MISSION 
CHURCH. 

Coun.  CAREY  offered  the  following: 
Ordered,  That  the  Traffic  Commissioner  be  re- 
quested, through  his  Honor  the  Mayor,  to  install  a 
spotlight    in    front    of    the    Alission    Church,    in 
Ward  10. 
Passed  under  suspension  of  the  rule. 


"STOP"     SIGNS     ON     SAINT     ALPHONSUS 
STREET. 

Coun.  CAREY  offered  the  following: 
Ordered,  That  the  Traffic  Commissioner  be 
requested,  through  his  Honor  the  Mayor,  to 
install  "Stop"  signs  on  St.  Alphonsus  street,  at 
both  approaches  to  the  intersection  of  Smith 
street,  in  Ward  10. 

Passed  under  suspension  of  the  rule. 


SURVEY   AND   RAZING   OF   UNSAFE 
BUILDINGS. 

Coun.  CAREY  offered  the  following: 
Ordered,  That  the  Building  Commissioner  be 
requested,  through  his  Honor  the  Mayor,  to  make 
an  immediate  survey  of  Ward  10  to  determine 
the  number  of  dilapidated  buildings  which,  for 
I'M  safety  of  the  public,  should  be  demolished 
immediately,  and  be  it  further 

Ordered,  That  the  Building  Commissioner  pro- 
ceed immediately  against  the  owners  of  all  build- 
in-  in  the  citj  which,  in  the  opinion  of  the  Com- 
missioner, should  be  razed  immediately. 

CAREY — I  want  to  speak  briefly  on  the 

last  order.     I  realize  that  the  Mayor  has  requested 

the    Building    Commissioner    to    make   a   survey 

of  all   unsafe   buildings  in   the  city.     However,  it 

does  not    do  any  good  to  make  a  survey   unless 

thing   is  done   to  raze   them.     It  so  happens 

in    purpose  of  this  last  order  is  because  of  a 

dwelling  house  located  at  -17  Calumet  street  in 

Ward  10,  owned  by  the  city.     If  the  city  expects 

ni      to      how    a   good    example   in 

making    dwellings    or    other    buildings    safe    for 

the   public,    it    should   proceed    itsell    first.     This 

partieulai    dwelling    has    been    in    a   very   unsafe 

condition  foi   two  years.     There  are  people  living 

on  the  top  floor  of  that  dwelling.     I  do  not  believe 


there  is  a  light  of  glass  left  that  has  not  been 
broken  in  the  first  floor.  It  is  only  the  good  God 
who  keeps  the  house  from  being  burned,  (.kid 
knows  whal  might  happen  to  the  occupants 
if  a  fire  stalled.  1  have  been  endeavoring  to  get 
that  house  removed  for  some  time  past.  If  is  a 
serious  menace  to  that  particular  neighborhood 
in  which  are  located  only  wooden  dwellings. 
Those  dwellings  are  all  built  close  together.  It 
might  be  difficult  for  the  people  living  on  the  top 
floor  of  the  house  to  find  a  place  to  live.  I  dare 
say  if  (hero  was  anyone  entitled  to  housing  in  the 
public  housing  units  of  the  city,  it  is  the  people 
who  live  in  such  a  place.  There  should  be  no 
reason,  in  my  opinion,  why  the  Housing  Authority 
at  the  instance  of  the  Building  Commissioner 
should  hesitate  to  place  them  in  one  of  the  housing 
units.  I  sincerely  hope  the  Building  Commissioner 
will  take  immediate  steps  to  have  the  building 
razed,  but  first  of  all,  to  find  a  home  for  the  people 
living  on  the  top  floor  of  the  house.  Then  we  can 
get  that  building  out  of  there  at  the  earliest  pos- 
sible moment. 

Coun.  RUSSO — I  am  wondering, — I  would 
like  to  ask  the  councilor  from  Ward  10  (Coun. 
Carey),  through  you,  Mr.  President,  if  he  would 
have  any  objection  to  including  Ward  3  in  his 
order.     I 

Coun.  CAREY — No  objection. 
President    KELLY — If    there    is    no    objection, 
Ward  3  will  be  included. 

Coun.  RUSSO — I  believe  that  the  gentleman 
ought  to  be  commended  on  his  order.  We  should 
set  an  example  on  the  buildings  owned  by  the 
City  of  Boston.  I  do  not  know  what  has  hap- 
pened to  the  Building  Department  in  so  far  as  the 
inspectors  are  concerned.  They  do  not  report 
on  these  conditions  that  exist  in  buildings  even 
though  privately  owned.  They  are  left  in  a 
condition  which  is  detrimental  to  the  people. 
They  are  a  hazard  and  a  fire  trap.  I  believe 
something  should  be  done.  I  have  in  mind  two 
buildings  on  Wall  street  in  Ward  3,  No.  27  and 
No.  29.  Buildings  have  been  left  which  are 
really  a  menace.  The  children  go  in  there.  They 
have  ripped  out  everything.  They  even  break 
the  street  lights  in  order  to  make  sure  that  the 
street  is  left  in  a  dark  condition  so  they  can  con- 
tinue with  their  acts  of  vandalism.  Something 
should  be  done.  If  the  owners  do  not  tear  the 
buildings  down,  I  feel  the  City  of  Boston  ought  to 
go  in  and  wreck  these  buildings  and  charge  the 
same  to  the  property  owners,  eliminating  a  fire 
hazard  and  a  great  menace  in  that  vicinity. 

Coun.  HANNON— Mr.  President,  I  too  would 
like  to  commend  the  gentleman  from  Ward  10 
(Coun.  Carey)  on  the  order  he  introduced.  I 
would  like  to  offer  an  amendment,  with  his  ap- 
proval, that  it  include  the  whole  city.  I  feel 
nowadays  there  are  so  many  fires  that  we  are  faced 
with  the  fact  that  possibly  every  neighborhood  has 
a  fire  trap  located  somewhere  in  it.  We  have  a 
Building  Commissioner  who  is  very  competent  and 
efficient.  I  think  he  would  be  able  to  undertake 
the  task  of  assigning  his  inspectors  to  go  through 
the  various  wards  of  the  city  and  look  over  the 
property.  I  think  periodic  inspections  really 
should  be  made.  I  think  property  owners  really 
should  be  forced  to  keep  up  the  property.  They 
should  be  forced  to  make  necessary  repairs  so  that 
the  danger  of  fires  might  be  averted.  I  think  this 
is  a  very  fine  order.  1  think  that  instead  of  being 
limited  or  restricted  to  one  or  two  wards,  it  should 
be  extended  throughout  the  whole  city.  It  is 
really  a  safety  measure  and  should  be  adhered  to. 
I  think  it  should  be  carried  out  immediately. 

Coun.  CAREY — I  have  no  objection  to  the 
amendment. 

President  KELLY — It  is  amended  to  read  "the 
entire  City  of  Boston." 

Coun.  KINSELLA — Mr.  President,  I  have  an 
idea  of  what  the  older  is  about.  I  did  not  hear  it 
read.  Briefly,  it  is  to  remove  unsafe  dwellings. 
It  is  a  condition  that  is  understandable.  Some  of 
these  houses  are  a  source  of  annoyance  to  people 
who  occupy  the  house  next  door.  When  they 
once  realize  that  the  fire  trap  they  want  taken 
down  will  reveal  their  side  wall  with  the  cost  of 
repairing  and  restoring  it,  they  themselves  often 
resist  it. 

Coun.  HANNON— Mr.  President,  I  think  the 
gentleman  is  misinformed.  When  you  remove  the 
property,  you  have  to  make  the  repairs.  You 
have  to  restore  the  side  wall  adjoining  the  property 
to  its  original  condition  or  to  a  safe  and  presentable 
condition. 
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Coun.  KINSELLA — I  do  not  know  whether 
Councilor  Hannon  understood  me  or  not.  Assum- 
ing that  you  have  two  houses,  one  is  occupied  and 
one  is  unoccupied.  The  unoccupied  house  is  a 
fire  menace.  They  take  steps  to  remove  it.  When 
they  remove  it,  naturally  they  are  exposing  the 
side  wall.  The  city  does  not  restore  the  exposed 
wall. 

Coun.  HANNON— I  beg  pardon.  The  city 
has  to  restore  the  side  wall,  whether  it  belongs  to 
the  city  or  to  a  private  owner. 

The  orders  were  passed  under  suspension  of  the 
rule. 


RECESS. 

By  direction  of  President  KELLY  the  Council 
took  a  recess  at  3.41  p.  m.,  subject  to  the  call  of 
the  Chair.  The  members  reassembled  and  were 
called  to  order  by  Coun.  LANE  at  4.45  p.  m. 


EXECUTIVE   COMMITTEE   REPORTS. 

Coun.  FISH,  for  the  Executive  Committee, 
submitted  the  following: 

1.  Report  on  message  of  Mayor  and  orders 
(referred  April  15)  transferring  Steamer  "Perkins" 
and  appropriations  for  "Perkins"  from  Penal 
Institutions  Department  to  Institutions  Depart- 
ment— that  same  ought  to  pass. 

Report  accepted;  said  orders  passed,  yeas  15, 
nays  0: 

Yeas — Coun.  Bayley,  Bryan,  Chase,  Cook,  Fish, 
Hannon,  Hurley,  Kelly,  Kinsella,  Lane,  Mc- 
Cormaek,  Moriarty,  Russo,  Scannell,  Sullivan — 15. 

Nays — 0. 

President  KELLY  in  the  chair. 


2.  Report  on  message  of  Mayor  and  order 
(referred  today)  that  authority  be  vested  in  Mayor 
to  execute  on  behalf  of  city  an  agreement  with 
Federal  Works  Agency,  Bureau  of  Community 
Facilities,  in  connection  with  advance  of  $110,000 
for  purpose  of  plan  preparation  for  construction 
of  a  new  surgical  building  at  Boston  City  Hospital — 
that  same  ought  to  pass. 

Report  accepted;  said  order  passed,  yeas  16, 
nays  0 : 

Yeas — Coun.  Bayley,  Bryan,  Chase,  Cook,  Fish, 
Hannon,  Hurley,  Kelly,  Kinsella,  Lane,  Mc- 
Cormack,  Moriarty,  Muchnick,  Russo,  Scannell, 
Sullivan — 16. 

Nays — 0. 

3.  Report  on  message  of  Mayor  and  order 
(referred  today)  that  chapter  192  of  Acts  of  1946, 
entitled  "An  Act  Providing  for  the  Funding  of 
Overlay  Deficits  by  the  City  of  Boston"  be  and 
hereby  is  accepted — that  same  ought  to  pass. 

Report  accepted;  said  order  passed. 

4.  Report  on  order  (referred  today)  that 
chapter  179  of  Acts,  of  1946  be  accepted — that 
same  ought  to  pass. 

Report  accepted;  said  order  passed. 

5.  Report  on  order  (referred  today)  that 
Mayor  consult  with  his  Board  of  Boston  Business- 
men to  determine  advisability  of  sponsoring 
legislation  permitting  city  to  tax  real  estate 
used  for  dwelling  purposes  at  a  rate  lower  than 
that  at  which  real  estate  for  commercial  purposes 
is  taxed — that  same  ought  to  pass. 

Report  accepted;  said  order  passed. 


6.  Report  on  order  (referred  today)  that 
Public  Works  Commissioner  be  requested  to 
investigate  recent  "so-called  strike"  of  Sanitary 
Department  employees  in  the  North  End — 
that  same  ought  to  pass. 

Report   accepted;  said   order  passed. 

7.  Report  on  order  (referred  today)  that 
Building  Commissioner  make  survey  of  apart- 
ment houses  in  Boston  to  determine  necessity  of 
amending  laws  so  as  to  provide  emergency  egress 
in  event  of  fire — that  same  ought  to  pass. 

Report   accepted;  said   order   passed. 

8.  Report  on  order  (referred  April  1)  that 
Mayor  consult  with  his  Board  of  Boston  Business- 
men to  determine  advisability  of  sponsoring  legis- 
lation permitting  city  to  assess  a  use  tax  at  the 
rate  of  $1  per  seat  per  year  on  seating  capacity 
of  all  places  of  public  assembly,  exclusive  of 
religious  institutions  and  schools,  for  a  period 
not  to  exceed  five  years-; — that  same  ought  to  pass. 

Report  accepted;    said  order  passed. 

9.  Report  on  order  (referred  April  l)_that 
Mayor  confer  with  his  Board  of  Boston  Business- 
men to  consider  advisability  of  sponsoring  legis- 
lation to  enable  city  to  assess  tax  on  income  received 
by  hotels  from  renting  of  hotel  rooms  to  transient 
persons  for  a  period  not  exceeding  five  years — that 
same  ought  to  pass. 

Report  accepted;  said  order  passed. 

10.  Report  on  petition  of  Boston  Elevated 
Railway  Company  (referred  today)  to  operate 
motor  vehicles  between  Granite  avenue  and  Milton 
street  and  Granite  avenue  and  Hill  Top  street — re- 
commending recommittal  to  the  Committee  on 
Licenses. 

Report  accepted;  said  reference  ordered. 


MEETING   OF   HOSPITAL   COMMITTEE. 

President  KELLY — The  Chair  is  asked  to 
announce  that  the  Hospital  Committee  will  meet 
at  the  City  Hospital  on  Thursday  at  11a.  m.  and 
to  request  Council  members  to  attend. 


SPOTLIGHT   AT   BELGRADE   AVENUE 
AND   CORINTH   STREET. 

Coun.  BRYAN  offered  the  following: 
Ordered,  That  the  Traffic  Commissioner  be 
requested,  through  his  Honor  the  Mayor,  to  im- 
mediately arrange  for  the  installation  of  a  spotlight 
at  the  junction  of  Belgrade  avenue  and  Corinth 
street,-  Ward  20,  for  the  protection  of  the  police 
officer  while  directing  traffic  at  this  location. 
Passed  under  suspension  of  the  rule. 


MEETING    OF   COMMITTEE   ON   PARKS 
AND   PLAYGROUNDS. 

President  KELLY —  The  Chair  is  requested  by 
Councilor  Bayley  to  announce  that  there  will  be 
a  meeting  of  the  Parks  and  Playgrounds  Committee 
on  Friday  at  11  o  clock,  to  which  all  members  of 
the  Council  are  invited. 

Adjourned  at  4.55  p.  m.  on  motion  of  Coun. 
SULLIVAN,  to  meet  on  Monday,  April  29,  1946, 
at  2  p.  m. 
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CITY  OF  BOSTON. 


Proceedings  of  City  Council. 


Monday,  April  29,  1946. 

Regular  meeting  of  the  City  Council,  held  in  the 
Council  Chamber,  City  Hall,  at  2  p.  m.,  President 
KELLY  presiding.     Present — all  the  members. 

The  meeting  was  opened  with  the  salute  to  the 
Flag. 


APPOINTMENTS   BY   THE    MAYOR. 

Subject  to  confirmation  by  the  Council  the 
Mayor  submitted  the  following  appointments,  viz.: 

Constables  to  serve  without  bond  and  without 
authority  to  serve  civil  process  for  term  ending 
April  30,  1947.  Thomas  H.  Glynn,  15  Harvard 
terrace,  Allston;  Lloyd  MacLean,  142  West 
street,  Hyde  Park;  Joseph  Duffley,  30  Algonquin 
street,  Dorchester;  Edwin  McGowan,  51  M  street, 
South  Boston;  James  J.  Kenney,  1634  Tremont 
street,   Roxbury. 

Constables  for  term  ending  April  30,  1947, 
authorized  to  serve  civil  process  upon  filing  of 
.bond:  Patrick  Joseph  Donovan,  35  Lorette  street, 
West  Roxbury;  Louis  Levendorf,  421  Warren 
street,  Roxbury;  William  Tatel,  172  Seaver  street, 
Roxbury. 

Weighers  of  Goods  for  term  ending  April  30, 1947 : 
Charles  M.  Lampron,  223  Gold  street,  South 
Boston;  H.  Marsden  Harding,  Jr.,  62  Hamden 
Circle,  Wollaston;  Biagio  J.  Cacciola,  56  North 
Margin  street,  Boston;  Paul  Dennis,  79  Lewis 
street,  Everett;  Timothy  R.  Donovan,  247  High- 
land avenue,  Somerville;  William  S.  Cleaves, 
116  Fenno  street,  Wollaston;  William  J.  Coughlin, 
59  Winter  street,  Arlington;  Francis  Foley,  120 
Pine  street,  Manchester;  Miss  Mildred  Isenberg, 
14  Wayland  street,  Dorchester;  Herbert  Field- 
house,  Jr.,  17  Forest  road,  Wakefield;  Michael  F. 
Allen,  Frederick  C.  Matheson,  J.  E.  Henry. 

Weigher  of  Coal  for  term  ending  April  30,  1947: 
John   F.   Anglin,   508  Cambridge  street,   Allston. 

Severally  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Con- 
stables and  Confirmations. 


FIELD    AT    CANTERBURY    AND    POPLAR 
STREETS. 
The  following  was  received: 

City  of  Boston, 
Office  of  the  Mayor,  April  26,  1946. 
To  the  City  Council. 

Gentlemen, — I  transmit  herewith  communi- 
cation from  the  Health  Commissioner,  in  answer 
to  your  communication  of  March  25,  1946,  to  take 
immediate  steps  to  correct  the  health  menace  in 
the  open  field  which  is  inundated  with  four  feet  of 
water  located  at  the  corner  of  Canterbury  and 
Poplar  streets,  Ward  19. 

Respectfully, 
James  M.  Curley,  Mayor. 

City  of  Boston, 
Health  Department,  April  22,  1946.  ' 
To  James  M.  Curley,  Mayor. 

From  Frederick  J.  Bailey,  M.   D.,  Health  Com- 
missioner. 
Subject:  Vacant    Land,  Canterbury    and    Poplar 
Streets,  Ward  19. 

Dear  Sir, — We  have  your  memorandum  of 
April  1,  1946,  transmitting  to  this  department  the 
City  Council  order  of  March  25,  1946,  "Requesting 
the  Health  Commissioner  to  take  immediate  steps 
to  correct  the  health  menace  in  the  open  field 
which  is  inundated  with  four  feet  of  water  located 
at  the  corner  of  Canterbury  and  Poplar  Streets, 
Ward  19." 

The  Housing  and  Sanitation  Division  of  this 
department  reports  that  there  is  a  large  area  of 
vacant  land  partly  submerged  in  water.  There 
is  an  old  drainage  ditch  running  through  this  land 
which  drains  the  abutting  land  to  Stony  Brook. 


There  is  a  culvert  under  Canterbury  street  which 
is  maintained  by  the  Sewer  Division  of  the  Public 
Works  Department  through  which  this  surface 
water  flows. 

Two  factors  contribute  to  the  condition  which 
exists,  one  being  the  height  of  the  water  in  Stony 
Brook  due  to  large  amounts  of  water  from  surface 
flow-off  which  existed  during  recent  weeks,  the 
other  being  an  obstruction  in  the  culvert. 

The  Sewer  Division  of  the  Public  Works  Depart- 
ment has  been  at  work  daily  attempting  to 
.remove  the  obstruction  (which  we  have  been 
informed  was  caused  by  persons  unknown,  alleged 
to  be  boys  in  the  neighborhood),  placing  an  iron 
sewer  cover  over  entrance  of  culvert  and  cementing 
same  in  place,  which  acts  to  retard  drainage  of 
water,  creating  a  large  pool  which  was  used  for 
skating  purposes  during  the  winter  months. 

In  an  attempt  to  lower  the  height  of  the  water  so 
that  the  Sewer  Division  could  remove  the  obstruc- 
tion, both  the  Fire  Department  and  the  Public 
Works  Department  employed  pumps  but  due  to 
the  height  of  the  lift  by  these  pumps  these  attempts 
have  been  unsatisfactory. 

The  Sewer  Division  of  the  Public  Works  Depart- 
ment has  assured  us  that  these  efforts  will  be 
continued  until  conditions  are  satisfactory. 

This    department    will    keep    this    area    under 
constant    surveillance    and    cooperate    with    the 
departments  concerned  and  will  take  all  necessary 
action  to  have  the  present  condition  abated. 
Respectfully, 

Frederick  J.   Bailey, 
Health  Commissioner. 

Placed  on  file. 


RENOVATION    OF    FAIRMOUNT    SCHOOL. 
The  following  was  received: 

City  of  Boston, 
Office  of  the  Mayor,  April  26,  1946. 
To  the  City  Council. 

Gentlemen, — I  transmit  herewith  communica- 
tion from  the  Boston  School  Department,  in 
answer  to  your  communication  of  February  18, 
1946,  to  take  steps  to  renovate  the  Fairmount 
School. 

Respectfully, 
James  M.  Curley,  Mayor. 

City  of  Boston , 
School  Committee,  April  2,6,  1946. 
Hon.  James  M.  Curley, 

Mayor  of  Boston. 
Dear  Sir, — At  the  conference  of  the  School  Com- 
mittee held  on  April  23,  1946,  the  attached  report 
of  the  Board  of  Apportionment  on  the  order  of  the 
City  Council  that  steps  be  taken  to  renovate  the 
Fairmount  School  or,  if  that  is  found  to  be  pro- 
hibitive, to  condemn  the  building  and  arrange  for 
school  facilities  elsewhere,  was  presented. 

After  discussion  of  this  important  matter,  it  was 
agreed  to  adopt  the  recommendation  of  the  Board 
of  Apportionment.  Copies  of  the  report  of  the 
Superintendent  of  Construction  and  of  the  Board 
of  Apportionment  are  attached  herewith. 
Respectfully  yours, 
Agnes  E.  Reynolds,  Acting  Secretary. 

City  of  Boston, 
Board  of  Apportionment,  April  12,  1946. 
To  the  School  Committee. 

Regarding  the  order  of  the  City  Council  of 
February  18,  1946,  that  his  Honor  the  Mayor  be 
requested  to  direct  the  authorities  of  the  Boston 
School  Department  to  take  immediate  steps  to 
completely  renovate  the  Fairmount  School,  which 
was  erected  in  1871,  and  if  the  cost  of  renovation  is 
found  to  be  prohibitive,  to  promptly  condemn  and 
close  this  school  and  arrange  for  school  facilities 
in  this  district  which  will  be  safe. 

The  Board  of  Apportionment  submits  herewith  a 
communication  from  the  Superintendent  of  Con- 
struction, dated  March  29,  stating  that  his  depart- 
ment in  conjunction  with  the  Massachusetts  State 
Department  of  Public  Safety  has  inspected  the 
building  and  proposes  to  immediately  incorporate 
changes  required  to  cause  the  building  to  conform 
to  the  provisions  of  chapter  143,  the  Public  Safety 
Law,  and  that  he  anticipates  that  immediately 
upon  the  completion  of  the  proposed  work,  which 
he  states  is  of  minor  character,  a  certificate  of 
occupancy  will  be  issued  by  the  Department  of 
Public  Safety. 
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The  Board  of  Apportionment  respeotfully  recom- 
mends thai  a  copy  of  the  letter  of  the  Superin- 
tendent of  Construction  be  forwarded  to  the  City 
Council. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

Mary  L.  O'Brien,  Clerk. 


City  of  Boston, 
Department  of  School  Buildings. 
March  29,  1946. 
Mr    Arthur  L.  Gould, 

Superintendent  of  Schools. 
Dear  Mr.  Gould, — Concerning  your  letter  of 
March  14,  1946,  in  regard  to  City  Council  order 
relative  to  renovations  in  the  Fairmount  School, 
please  be  informed  that  this  department  in  con- 
junction with  the  Massachusetts  State  Department 
of  Public  Safety  have  inspected  the  building  and 
propose  to  immediately  incorporate  changes  re- 
quired to  cause  the  building  to  conform  to  the 
provisions  of  Chapter  143,  the  Public  Safety  Law. 

'We  anticipate  that  immediately  upon  the  com- 
pletion of  the  proposed  work,  which  actually  is  of 
minor  character,  a  certificate  of  occupancy  will  be 
issued  by  the  Department  of  Public  Safety. 
Very  truly  yours, 

James  H.  Mooney, 
Superintendent  of  Construction. 
Placed  on  file. 


COMMITTEE  ON  NAMING  OF  PARKS  AND 
SQUARES   FOR   WAR   VETERANS. 
The  following  was  received: 

City  of  Boston, 
Office  of  the  Mayor,  April  25,  1946. 
To  the  City  Council. 

Gentlemen, — Under  date  of  March  4,  1946,  a 
committee  was  appointed  to  pass  upon  the  ques- 
tion of  the  naming  of  squares  and  parks  throughout 
the  city  for  war  veterans. 

This  committee  consisted  of  Chairman  Richard  L. 
Casey,  Board  of  Street  Commissioners,  Colonel 
David  J.  Brickley,  Soldiers'  Relief  Commissioner, 
and  J.  Ralph  Granara,  Supervisor  of  Graves 
Registration. 

I  desire,  now,  to  add  to  this  committee  the  name 
of  William  P.  Long,  Chairman  of  the  Park  Depart- 
ment, and  I  suggest  that  the  President  of  the  City 
Council  designate  three  members  from  your 
Honorable  Body,  who  will  also  be  appointed  by  me 
to  serve  upon  this  Committee. 

Respectfully, 
James  M.  Curley,  Mayor. 

President  KELLY — At  this  time  the  Chair  will 
appoint  three  councilors  to  serve  on  this  com- 
mittee, Councilors  Moriarty,  Cook  and 
Coffey. 

The  message  was  placed  on  file. 


SALE  OF  CITY-OWNED  LAND  IN  DEDHAM. 

The  following  was  received: 

City  of  Boston, 
Office  of  the  Mayor,  April  26,  1946. 
To  the  City  Council. 

Gentlemen, — Attached  hereto  is  a  communica- 
tion from  the  Commissioner  of  Public  Works,  in 
which  he  recommends  the  sale  at  public  auction 
of  a  parcel  of  land  comprising  approximately  11.61 
acres,  owned  by  the  City  of  Boston,  and  located 
in  the  Town  of  Dedham. 

In  view  of  the  fact  that  this  property  has  not  been, 
and  is  not  being  used  by  the  city  for  any  municipal 
purpose;  and  in  view  of  the  fact  that  taxes  must  be 
paid  to  the  Town  of  Dedham  annually  for  this 
land,  it  would  appear  that  its  sale  is  doubly 
advantageous  to  the  City  of  Boston. 

I  am  informed  by  the  Commissioner  of  Public 
Works  that  several  persons  are  interested  in  the 
purchase  of  this  site  for  home-building  develop- 
ment. In  view  of  the  acute  shortage  of  housing 
accommodations,  I  respectfully  recommend  that 
your  Honorable  Body  give  prompt  action  to  the 
accompanying  order  for  the  sale  of  this  land  at 
an  upset  price  of  $3,500. 

Respectfully, 
James  M.  Curley,  Mayor. 


City  of  Boston, 
Public  Works  Department, 

April  2,  1946. 
Hon.  James  M.  Curlcy, 
Mayor  of  Boston. 

Dear  Mr.  Mayor,— When  Hyde  Park  was 
annexed  to  Boston,  under  the  provisions  of  chapter 
469  of  the  Acts  of  1911,  there  came  under  the 
.jurisdiction  of  this  department  several  parcels  of 
land  which  had  been  used  by  the  town  in  connection 
with  its  water  supply. 

These  pieces  of  property  have  never  been  used 
by  this  department  and  there  is  no  likelihood  that 
they  will  be  used  for  any  municipal  purposes. 
For  some  years  past,  this  department  has  been 
endeavoring  to  dispose  of  these  properties,  and 
signs  inviting  inquiries  have  been  in  place  on  them. 

One  of  the  parcels  which  I  refer  to  is  an  area  of 
land  containing  approximately  11.61  acres,  located 
on  River  and  Milton  streets,  in  Dedham,  and  on 
which,  for  years,  the  City  of  Boston  has  been 
paying  taxes  to  the  Town  of  Dedham.  I  have  had 
a  number  of  offers  for  this  property,  and  in  view 
of  this  fact,  I  feel  that  now  would  be  an  appro- 
priate time  to  dispose  of  it.  I  am  of  the  opinion, 
however,  that  this  land  should  be  sold  at  public 
auction,  and  I  respectfully  bring  the  matter  to  the 
attention  of  Your  Honor,  with  the  recommendation 
that  you  ask  the  City  Council  to  give  the  Com- 
missioner of  Public  Works  authority  to  conduct 
an  auction  sale,  with  an  upset  price  of  $3,500  for 
the  lot. 

I  enclose  in  connection  with  this  recommendation 
a  copy  of  blueprint  from  plan  dated  October  9, 
1940,  signed  by  the  Chief  Engineer  of  the  Street 
Laying-Out  Department,  and  showing  the  bound- 
aries of  the  land  in  question. 

Respectfully  yours, 

Robert  P.  Curley, 
Commissioner  of  Public  Works. 


Whereas,  The  City  of  Boston  owns  in  fee  a 
certain  parcel  of  land  situated  on  the  northerly 
side  of  River  and  Milton  streets  in  the  Town  of 
Dedham,  Massachusetts.  The  title  to  the  said 
land  was  acquired  by  the  Inhabitants  of  Hyde 
Park  by  deed  dated  March  29,  1910,  recorded  with 
Norfolk  Deeds,  Book  1137,  page  528,  and  vested 
in  the  City  of  Boston  through  the  annexation  of 
the  Town  of  Hyde  Park  to  the  City  of  Boston  by 
the  provisions  of  chapter  469  of  the  acts  of  1911; 
and 

Whereas,  The  said  parcel  of  land,  hereinafter 
described,  is  no  longer  needed  for  public  purposes; 
now  therefore,  it  is  hereby 

Ordered,  That  the  Commissioner  of  Public 
Works  of  the  City  of  Boston  be,  and  he  hereby  is, 
authorized  to  sell  at  public  auction  at  an  upset 
price  of  three  thousand  five  hundred  (3,500) 
dollars  the  said  parcel  of  land  hereinafter  described ; 
and  it  is  hereby  further 

Ordered,  That  his  Honor  the  Mayor  of  the  City 
of  Boston  be,  and  he  hereby  is,  authorized  to 
execute  and  deliver  in  the  name  and  behalf  of  the 
City  of  Boston  to  a  purchaser  at  said  public 
auction,  a  written  instrument,  satisfactory  in 
form  to  the  Law  Department  of  the  City  of  Boston, 
conveying  all  the  City  of  Boston's  right,  title  and 
interest  in  and  to  said  parcel  of  land,  bounded  and 
described  as  follows: 

Southerly  by  River  street,  by  two  measurements, 
one  hundred  forty  and  65-100  (140.65)  feet  and 
four  hundred  seventy-five  and  58-100  (475.58) 
feet,  respectively; 

Southwesterly  by  Milton  street,  by  two  measure- 
ments, five  hundred  twenty-four  and  94-100 
(524.94)  feet  and  fourteen  and  65-100  (14.65) 
feet,  respectively; 

Westerly  by  lands  now  or  formerly  of  George  A. 
Marier  and  Joseph  Montisano,  by  two  measure- 
ments, one  hundred  fifty  and  10-100  (150.10) 
feet,  and  two  hundred  twenty  (220)  feet,  more  or 
less,  respectively; 

Northerly  by  Mother  Brook,  so  called,  nine 
hundred  seventy-five  (975)  feet,  more  or  less; 

Easterly  by  lands  now  or  formerly  of  George  M. 
Riley,  Salvatore  Eannella,  and  by  Paradise  lane, 
by  six  measurements,  one  hundred  six  (106)  feet, 
more  or  less,  ninety-one  and  72-100  (91.72)  feet, 
thirty-six  and  80-100  (36.80)  feet,  one  hundred 
eighty-five  and  57-100  (185.57)  feet,  one  hundred 
eighteen  and  8-100  (118.08)  feet,  and  one  hundred 
eighteen  and  64-100  (118.64)  feet,  respectively; 
containing  eleven  and  61-100  (11.61)  acres,  more 
or  less. 
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Said  land  and  all  of  said  measurements  are 
shown  on  a  plan  marked  "City  of  Boston,  Milton 
Street,  River  Street,  Dedham,  October  9,  1940, 
William  J.  Sullivan,  Chief  Engineer,  Street  Laying- 
Out  Department,"  on  file  in  the  office  of*  said 
Street  Laying-Out  Department,  City  Hall  Annex, 
Boston,  Mass. 

Referred  to  the  Committee  on  Public  Lands. 


PETITIONS   REFERRED. 

The  following  petitions  were  received  and 
referred  to  the  committees  named,  viz.: 

Claims. 

Herbert  B.  Budding,  for  compensation  for 
damage  to  property  at  90  Munroe  street,  Rox- 
bury,  caused  by  defective  city  sewer. 

Chester. A.  Curnane,  Jr.,  for  compensation  for 
damage  to  car  by  police  car. 

Albert  W.  Finard,  for  compensation  for  injuries 
caused  by  city  truck. 

Dorothy  Golding,  for  compensation  for  injuries 
caused  by  an  alleged  defect  at  275  Tremont  street. 

Beatrice  Harris,  to  be  reimbursed  for  eyeglasses 
broken  at  City  Hospital. 

Sidney  Heimberg,  for  compensation  for  accident 
which  occurred  caused  by  an  alleged  defeet  at 
15  Bicknell  street. 

Arthur  F.  Murphy,  Jr.,  for  compensation  for 
injuries  caused  by  an  alleged  defect  at  47  Bradeen 
street. 

Margaret  R.  Murphy,  to  be  reimbursed  for 
expenses  incurred  by  defective  sewer  at  14  John 
A.  Andrews  street. 

Reiss  Realty  Company,  Inc.,  to  be  reimbursed  for 
expenses  incurred  in  repairing  water  pipe  at 
720  Beacon  street,  Boston. 

Executive. 

Petition  of  Eleanor  M.  Mullen  to  be  paid 
annuity  on  account  of  death  of  her  husband, 
Francis  I.  Mullen,  late  member  of  Police  De- 
partment. 

Petition  of  Agnes  L.  Welch  to  be  paid  annuity 
on  account  of  death  of  her  husband,  Matthew  J. 
Welch,  late  member  of  Fire  Department. 

Committee  on  County  Accounts. 
Petition  of  John  J.  O'Brien,  employed  as  officer 
in  House  of  Correction,  Penal  Institutions  Depart- 
ment, to  be  retired  as  veteran. 


NOTICES   OF   HEARINGS. 

Notice  was  received  from  the  Department  of 
Public  Utilities  of  hearing  to  be  held  May  8  on 
petition  of  Peter  Pan  Bus  Lines  for  certificate  of 
public  convenience  and  necessity  for  operation  of 
motor  vehicles   between   Springfield   and   Boston. 

Notice  was  received  from  the  Department  of 
Public  Utilities  of  hearing  to  be  held  May  2  on 
petition  of  price  of  gas  sold  and  delivered  by 
Boston  Consolidated  Gas  Company  so  far  as 
relates  to  charges  made  to  its  customers  under  fuel 
clause  contained  in  existing  schedule  of  rates, 
prices  and  charges. 

Severally  placed  on  file. 


OPINION     OF     CORPORATION     COUNSEL. 

The  following  was  received: 

City  of  Boston, 
Law  Department,  April  24,  1946. 
To  the  City  Council. 

Gentlemen, — In  your  order  of  April  15  you 
request  my  opinion  " .  .  .  as  to  whether  or  not 
the  Boston  City  Council  as  a  legislative  body  is 
entitled  to  the  information  requested  by  Councilor 
Linehan's  order  of  April  8,  1946,  requesting 
statistics  pertaining  to  the  number  of  employees 
dropped  from  or  placed  on  the  city's  payrolls  since 
January  1,  1946,  up  to  date." 

The  order  of  April  8,  which  I  have  before  me, 
directed  the  Auditor  and  Budget  Commissioner  to 
furnish  the  above-described  information  to  the 
Executive  Committee  of  the  Council.  You  ask, 
evidently,  whether  the  executive  department  of 
the  City  is  required  by  law  to  furnish  information 
of  this  character  to  your  Body.  In  my  opinion 
the  law  clearly  does  not  impose  such  a  duty  upon 
the  executive  department. 


The  respective  duties  of  the  executive  and  legis- 
lative departments,  and  the  relations  between 
them,  are  defined  by  the  Charter,  Acts  of  1909, 
c.  486.  If  the  duty  about  which  you  inquire  is 
imposed  by  that  instrument,  it  can  be  found  only 
in  section  7: 

"The  city  council  at  any  time  may  request 
from  the  mayor  specific  information  on  any 
municipal  matter  within  its  jurisdiction     .     .     " 

In  view  of  the  limitation  so  placed  upon  the 
power  of  inquiry,  I  pass  to  the  following  question: 
Is  the  matter  of  ".  .  .  the  number  of  em- 
ployees dropped  from  or  placed  on  the  city's 
payrolls  .  .  ."a  matter  within  the  jurisdiction 
of  the  City  Council?  Quite  clearly  it  is  not. 
Section  8  of  the  Charter  strictly  limits  the  powers 
of  the  Council  in  this  regard,  providing,  inter 
alia,  as  follows: 

"Neither  the  city  council,  nor  any  member  or 
employee  thereof  shall  .  .  .  directly  or  in- 
directly .  .  .  take  part  in  the  employment 
of  labor  .  .  .,  nor  in  the  executive  or  adminis- 
strative  business  of  the  city  or  county,  nor  in  the 
appointment  or  removal  of  any  municipal  or 
county  employee.     .     .     ." 

I  conclude,  from  this  clear  and  unmistakable 
language  of  the  Charter,  that  your  Body  has  no 
power  to  act  with  respect  to  " .  .  .  the  number 
of  employees  dropped  from  or  placed  on  the  city's 
payrolls.  .  .  ."  It  follows  that  that  matter  is 
not  ".  .  .  within  .  .  .(your)  .  .  .  juris- 
diction. .  .  ."  Consequently,  you  have  no 
power  to  inquire  with  respect  to  it,  and  the  execu- 
tive department  is  not  required  to  respond  to  your 
order  of  April  8.     Acts  of  1909,  c.  486,  s.  7. 

It  is  proper  to  add  that  the  present  question  has 
been  considered  in  a  number  of  previous  opinions 
of  this  department,  which  have  uniformly  reached 
the  result  above  stated.  See  Opinion  to  President 
of  Board  of  Trustees  of  City  Hospital,  October  29, 
1928;  Opinion  to  Clerk  of  Committees  of  City 
Council,  October  25,  1932;  Opinion  to  Superin- 
tendent of  Boston  City  Hospital,  September  7, 
1933;  Opinion  to  Mayor,  March  22,  1935;  Opinion 
to  Trustees  of  Boston  City  Hospital,  March  17, 
1938;  and  Opinion  to  Chairman  of  Board  of 
Assessors,  February  15,  1944. 

Yours  very  truly, 

Joseph  A.  Scolponett, 
Corporation  Counsel. 

Coun.  LINEHAN — Mr.  President,  speaking  in 
regard  to  the  communication  of  his  Honor  the 
Mayor,  if  I  may,  I  would  like  to  have  the  com- 
munication from  his  Honor  the  Mayor  so  I  may 
talk  on  it. 

(The  communication  was  handed  to  Coun. 
Linehan:) 

Coun.  LINEHAN— Mr.  President,  last  April  8, 
when  I  filed  an  order  requesting  the  Budget 
Commissioner  and  the  Auditor  to  furnish  us  with 
statistics  pertaining  to  employment  of  labor  in 
the  City  of  Boston,  I  did  not  really  expect  to  get 
the  information.  Of  course,  I  have  not  been 
disappointed  in  that  respect.  I  have  been  really 
disappointed  as  far  as  the  taxpayers  of  the  City 
of  Boston  are  concerned.  Now,  of  course  we  all 
realize  that  the  Corporation  Counsel  is  employed 
by  his  Honor  the  Mayor.  We  also  know  that 
the  Corporation  Counsel  passes  out  the  different 
things  done  in  the  Law  Department  to  the  different 
assistants  in  his  department.  I  do  not  doubt 
that  sometimes  on  these  Dolitical  questions  their 
opinions  are  somewhat  colored,  because  of  the 
fact  that  there  is  no  really  legal  come-back  against 
the  Law  Department  or  the  city,  as  you  might  say. 
Now,  several  weeks  ago  I  refused  to  go  along  with 
the  gentlemen  from  Ward  5  (Coun.  Bayley)  and 
Ward  4  (Coun.  Chase)  in  reference  to  an  order 
which  would  request  the  Attorney-General  to 
compel  his  Honor  the  Mayor  to  give  us  the  in- 
formation that  was  sought  in  my  order  of  April  8, 
because  at  that  time  —  and  I  still  think  at  this 
time  —  I  thought  it  quite  political  to  ask  a  Re- 
publican Attorney-General  to  give  us  an  opinion 
against  or  —  you  might  say,  to  take  action  against 
—  a  Democratic  Mayor  of  the  City  of  Boston 
who,  by  the  way,  was  elected  on  a  non-partisan 
ticket.  I  get  a  great  kick  out  of  the  Law  De- 
partment which  has  handled  this  particular  matter. 
They  quote  from  our  Charter  several  lines  from 
several  sections.  They  do  not  give  you  the  entire 
sections  so  that  you  may  know  what  they  are 
talking  about.  For  example,  they  quote  sec- 
tion 8  of  the  Charter.  "Neither  the  City  Council 
nor  any  member  or  committee,  officer,  or  employee 
thereof,    shall,    except    as    otherwise    provided    in 
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this  act.  directly  or  Indirectly"  —  pausing  in  the 
middle  of  the  quotation,  I  can  imagine  the  Mayor 
of  the  oity  is  also  an  employee  just  like  the  mem- 
bers of  the  City  Council,  so  if  we  have  not  this 
riidit  to  go  along  and  get  information,  or  if  we  have 
not  at  least  got  the  right  to  try  to  set  information 
to  see  how  money  is  spent  in  regard  to  employ- 
ment in  tliis  city,  I  do  not  know  where  his  Honor 
the  Mayor  gets  the  right.  It  says,  "Neither  the 
City  Council  nor  any  member  or  committee, 
officer,  or  employee  thereof,  shall,  except  as  other- 
wise provided  in  this  act,  directly  or  indirectly 
on  behalf  of  the  city  or  the  county  of  Suffolk  take 
part  in  the  employment  of  labor."  I  am  going 
to  read  the  full  section  later  on.  It  sounds  dif- 
ferent when  you  read  the  full  section.  "Directly 
or  indirectly  take  part  in  the  employment  of 
labor."  Follow  me  there.  "Take  part  in  the 
employment  of  labor."  We  are  not  taking  part 
in  the  employment  of  labor  when  we  ask  for  this 
information.  We  are  trying  to  see  whether  or 
not  our  money  or  the  taxpayers'  money  is  being 
spent  the  way  it  was  allocated.  It  is  the  money 
wc  appropriated.  "Nor  in  the  conduct  of  the 
executive  or  administrative  business  of  the  city 
or  county;  nor  in  the  appointment  or  removal  of 
any  municipal  or  county  employee."  The  other 
sections  which  they  quote  from  are  part  of  it.  I 
am  going  to  quote  section  7  of  the  Charter.  "The 
City  Council  at  any  time  may  request  from  the 
Mayor  specific  information  on  any  municipal 
matter  within  its  jurisdiction."  And  they  quote 
that  much  from  section  7.  Then  they  go  on 
quoting;  after  that  part  of  section  7,  they  say, 
"In  view  of  the  limitation  so  placed  upon  the 
power  of  inquiry,  I  pass  to  the  following  question." 
They  leave  out  some  words.  "The  number  of 
employees  dropped  from  or  placed  on  the  city's 
payrolls."  It  is  a  matter  within  the  jurisdiction 
of  the  City  Council.  That  is  the  question  to  be 
answered.  The  Corporation  Counsel  says  this, 
"Quite  clearly  it  is  not."  Then  he  goes  on  to  say, 
"Section  8  of  the  Charter  strictly  limits  the  powers 
of  the  Council  in  this  regard,  providing  as  fol- 
lows." It  is  about  that  which  I  read  earlier,  the 
employment  of  labor.  May  I  bore  the  Council 
a'gain  and  read  to  them  section  7  and  section  8 
in  toto?  That  means  all  of  section  7  and  all  of 
section  8  which  describe  just  what  powers  the  City 
Council  has  which  limit  employment  of  labor 
and  contracts  by  members  of  the  City  Council 
as  far  as  city  business  is  concerned.  There  is  the 
full  story.  I  am  up  here  today  saying  that  the 
Corporation  Counsel  is  wrong.  As  a  lawyer,  I 
take  issue  with  him.  Section  7  reads  as  follows: 
"The  City  Council  at  any  time  may  request  from 
the  Mayor  specific  information  on  any  municipal 
matter  within  its  jurisdiction,  and  may  request 
his  presence  to  answer  written  questions  relating 
thereto  at  a  meeting  to  be  held  not  earlier  than 
one  week  from  the  date  of  the  receipt  of  said 
questions."  May  I  stop  quoting  for  a  minute? 
Will  you  tell  the  members  of  the  Council,  will 
somebody  other  than  the  Corporation  Counsel 
tell  the  poor  members  of  the  City  Council  just 
what  does  come  within  its  jurisdiction?  If  the 
employment  of  labor  as  far  as  just  finding  out  the 
number  of  employees  put  on  or  dropped  since 
January  1,  1946,  up  to  date,  if  that  does  not  come 
within  our  jurisdiction,  what  comes  within  our 
jurisdiction?  If  we  are  not  in  a  position  to  find 
out  the  number  of  employees  we  have  in  the  city, 
not  the  number  we  put  on  as  City  Councilors, 
not  the  contracts  that  we  have  received  as  in- 
dividuals, through  the  City  Council,  none  of  those 
things,  but  just  for  the  information  of  the  taxpayers 
we  should  be  in  a  position  to  find  out  where  the 
money  of  the  poor  taxpayers  is  going.  Is  it  being 
spent  as  it  was  allocated  in  the  budget?  I,  as 
one  member  of  the  Council,  dare  to  disagree  with 
the  distinguished  gentleman  up  in  the  Corporation 
Counsel's  office.  I  certainly  have  a  right  to  find 
out  how  many  people  are  employed  in  the  city 
and  how  many  have  been  dropped.  Going  on 
with  section  7:  "And  may  request  his  presence  to 
answer  written  questions  relating  thereto  at  a 
meeting  to  be  held  not  earlier  than  one  week  from 
the  date  of  the  receipt  of  said  questions,  in  which 
case  the  Mayor  shall  personally,  or  through  a 
head  of  a  department  or  a  member  of  a  board, 
attend  such  meeting  and  publicly  answer  all  such 
questions."  If  the  Attorney-General  of  the  Com- 
monwealth believes  this  matter  is  within  our 
jurisdiction,  there  is  a  law  which  can  compel  the 
Mayor  to  give  us  the  information  through  the 
Budget  Commissioner  and  through   the  Auditor, 


even  though  we  have  not  got  any  so-called  penalty 
against  his  Honor  the  Mayor  if  he  does  not  give 
us  the  information.  It  goes  on  further  to  say, 
"The  person  so  attending  shall  not  be  obliged 
to  answer  questions  relating  to  any  other  matter." 
We  are  only  asking  this  one  matter,  the  question 
of  employment.  We  are  not  wrong  there.  "The 
Mayor  at  any  time  may  attend  and  address  the 
City  Council  in  person  or  through  the  head  of  a 
department  upon  such  subject  as  he  may  desire." 
That  is  section  7.  I  ask  that  all  of  the  members 
of  the  Council  here  in  an  unbiased  manner  read 
this  section  and  then  ask  themselves  whether  or 
not  this  means  within  the  jurisdiction  of  the  City 
Council,  and  I  certainly  think  they  would  agree. 
If  they  do  not,  we  might  as  well  close  up  shop  and 
retire  for  the  rest  of  the  year.  If  we  cannot  ask 
where  the  taxpayers'  dollars  are  going,  then  I 
say  that  we  are  not  doing  anything  in  this  Body 
here  for  the  taxpayers.  Quoting  section  8, 
"Neither  the  City  Council  nor  any  member  or 
committee,  officer,  or  employee  thereof  shall, 
except  as  otherwise  provided  in  this  act,  directly 
or  indirectly  in  behalf  of  the  city  or  the  county  of 
Suffolk  take  part  in  the  employment  of  labor." 
I  sincerely  hope  the  gentlemen  of  the  Council  will 
listen  to  this  because  this  is  what  they  base  their 
opinion  on,  the  Corporation  Counsel.  I  certainly 
hope  the  Council  will  take  judicial  notice  of  this. 
"Take  part  in  the  employment  of  labor,  the  making 
of  contracts,  the  purchase  of  materials,  supplies 
or  real  estate."  Then  it  goes  along  with  a  great 
many  other  sentences  here  which  have  no  bearing  . 
on  the  subject  matter  at  hand.  Section  8  of  course 
has  no  possible  appearance  in  this  particular  dis- 
cussion. The  members  of  the  City  Council  have 
taken  no  part  in  the  employment  of  labor  through 
this  order.  If  any  member  of  the  Council  thinks 
so,  while  I  am  on  my  feet  here,  I  will  gladly  yield 
for  them  to  tell  me  just  how  we  are  employing 
labor  as  individual  councilors.  I  will  gladly  yield 
for  them  to  tell  me  just  how  we  members  of  the 
City  Council,  any  member  of  the  City  Council, 
has  anything  to  do  with  the  employment  of  labor, 
when  we  asked  the  question  I  propounded  in  the 
order  of  April  8,  1946.  I  will  pause  for  anybody 
in  the  City  Council  who  would  like  to  tell  me,  and 
go  along  with  the  Corporation  Counsel  and  explain 
that  we  are  employing  labor  under  this,  order. 
I  will  gladly  yield  for  any  councilor  to  tell  me  how 
the  Corporation  Counsel  could  possibly  quote 
section  8  in  regard  to  this  order.  Having  paused 
for  the  proverbial  minute  and  having  no  answers, 
I  am  going  to  assume  every  councilor  here  at  least 
in  his  mind  thinks  that  this  order  certainly  has 
nothing  to  do  with  City  Councilors  personally 
employing  any  labor  for  the  city  or  anything  to  do 
with  contracting.  So  at  least  we  members  of  the 
City  Council  think  that  that  order  has  nothing 
to  do  with  the  employment  of  labor  so  far  as  we 
are  concerned.  The  other  thing  I  take  issue  on  with 
the  Corporation  Counsel  and  in  which  I  might 
find  some  difference  among  my  many  colleagues 
here  is  in  regard  to  whether  this  matter  is  within 
our  jurisdiction.  Now,  as  far  as  I  know,  there  is 
no  itemized  list  of  the  duties  or  functions  or  the 
authority  and  power  of  the  City  Council.  I 
would  like  to  ask  the  clerk  at  this  moment,  Mr. 
President,  if  he  can  tell  me  of  any  list  or  any 
information  setting  forth  an  itemized  list  of  the 
powers  and  authorities  and  so  forth  of  the  City 
Council. 

President  KELLY — Only  those  contained  in  the 
statute. 

Coun.  LINEHAN— Mr.  President,  may  I  ask 
the  City  Clerk,  who  is  well  versed  in  this  charter 
and  more  so  than  anybody  I  know  of  in  the  city, 
probably  on  a  par  almost  with  Bill  Doyle,  will 
the  City  Clerk  inform  me  as  to  whether  or  not 
section  7  covers  everything  as  far  as  our  powers 
are  concerned,  as  to  whether  or  not  this  order 
could  be  within  the  City  Council's  jurisdiction? 

President  KELLY— The  City  Clerk  will  say  in 
relation  to  the  matter  you  are  talking  on,  sections  7 
and  8  are  the  only  two  sections  that  apply. 

Coun.  LINEHAN— Mr.  President,  I  am  glad 
to  hear  that.  I  have  been  arguing  with  the 
thought  in  mind  those  were  the  only  two  sections 
in  the  Charter  that  can  tell  us  poor  City  Councilors 
what  powers  we  really  have.  If  every  member  of 
the  City  Council  reads  section  7,  I  am  sure  in 
their  own  minds,  privately  or  otherwise,  they 
certainly  will  agree  that  this  order  which  was  filed 
April  6  the  last  time  certainly  comes  within  the 
jurisdiction  of  the  City  Council.  If  it  does  not, 
I  would  like  to  have  some  gentleman  of  the  Council 
just  tell  us  what  our  powers  are.     I  say  the  only 
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powers  we  have — if  this  order  of  mine  of  April  6 
is  illegal  — -I  say  we  have  no  other  powers  other 
than  appropriating  money  and  enacting  city 
ordinances.  I  do  not  agree  with  that.  Now  I 
may  have  taken  a  great  deal  of  the  time  of  the 
City  Council  in  regard  to  this  matter,  but  I  do 
not  think  it  is  wasted.  If  nothing  else,  it  shows 
this,  that  his  Honor  the  Mayor  has  utter  dis- 
regard for  the  members  of  the  City  Council  as 
far  as  our  powers  are  concerned.  Of  course,  he 
is  very  fortunate.  He  has  a  great  many  of  the 
City  Councilors  cooperating  with  him  in  almost 
every  endeavor.  So  far  I  have  cooperated  with 
him  in  regard  to  matters  which  are  for  the  best 
interests  of  the  city.  I  have  not  cooperated  with 
him  in  regard  to  matters  which  I  thought  were 
averse  to  the  interests  of  the  taxpayers  of  the 
City  of  Boston.  Now  I  beg  the  City  Councilors, 
when  they  get  a  chance  during  the  week,  to  read 
any  copy  of  the  City  Record  since  his  Honor  the 
Mayor  took  office.  You  will  be  startled  by  the 
revelation,  I  think,  of  finding  that  many  people 
have  been  put  to  work  since  the  first  of  the  year 
after  his  Honor  the  Mayor  said  that  he  was  going 
to  adopt  a  no-hiring  policy.  I  do  not  say  I  agree 
with  a  no-hiring  policy.  I  believe  in  putting 
veterans  to  work.  But  under  the  policy  which 
has  been  adopted  under  his  Honor  the  Mayor, 
according  to  the  City  Record,  I  am  sorry  to  say 
that  there  are  many  positions  being  filled  which 
have  been  created  since  the  start  of  this  adminis- 
tration, I  believe.  I  have  noticed  inspectors  being 
put  on.  A  lot  of  them  are  non-veterans.  In 
fact,  all  of  them  are  non-veterans.  I  do  not 
know  what  we  have  up  in  the  Soldiers'  Relief 
Department.  As  you  remember,  I  fought  to 
have  all  employees  of  that  department  veterans, 
and  I  fought  for  it  up  in  the  Veterans'  Service 
Center,  so  called.  I  really  do  not  know  what 
they  have  up  there.  I  suppose  it  is  none  of  our 
business,  according  to  his  Honor  the  Mayor. 
Now,  don't  the  taxpayers  think  it  is  our  business? 
The  people  who  voted  for  us  and  sent  us  into  the 
City  Council,  don't  they  think  it  is  our  business? 
I  think  they  do.  I  am  sorry  to  say  that  I  have 
in  mind  to  go  along  with  the  gentleman  from 
Ward  4  (Coun.  Chase)  and  file  an  order  asking 
the  Attorney-General  to  enforce  section  7  against 
his  Honor  the  Mayor.  I  think  his  Honor  the 
Mayor  will  agree  that  on  various  occasions  this 
year  he  has  given  information  on  other  orders 
which  certainly  are  not  connected  with  the  juris- 
diction of  the  City  Council.  He  gave  us  informa- 
tion on  those  matters.  Why  doesn't  he  give  it 
to  us  on  this?  I  really  do  not  know  why.  His 
Honor  the  Mayor  and  the  Budget  Commissioner 
and  the  Auditor  know  much  better  than  I.  Now, 
one  reason  why  I  originally  filed  this  order  was 
that  as  soon  as  I  found  out  what  information -was 
coming  back  from  his  Honor  the  Mayor  in  regard 
to  the  number  of  people  being  put  to  work  and  the 
number  of  people  dropped  from  the  city  payrolls, 
I  was  going  to  check  on  how  many  veterans  were 
getting  the  jobs.  Frankly,  I  know  of  some  in 
Ward  7,  my  home  ward,  non- veterans  who  have 
received  some  of  these  positions.  They  are  not 
on  any  civil  service  list.  I  do  not  know  whether 
they  are  employed  legally  or  not.  I  do  not  know 
who  is  going  to  decide  that.  I  do  not  know  how 
we  are  going  to  find  out.  His  Honor  the  Mayor 
will  not  cooperate  and  the  Corporation  Counsel 
thinks  that  we  just  haven't  authority  at  all  down 
in  this  Council.  If  those  of  us  in  the  Council 
are  desirous  of  seeing  some  unemployed  veterans 
go  to  work  in  the  city,  it  is  about  time  we  got 
going  and  got  some  information  as  to  how  many 
veterans  are  being  put  to  work.  It  is  a  disgrace 
to  his  Honor  the  Mayor  and  a  disgrace  to  the  ■ 
members  of  the  City  Council  who  permit  it  to  go 
on.  As  to  the  opinion  from  the  distinguished 
Corporation  Counsel,  Joseph  Scolponeti,  he  says 
the  councilors  have  not  any  responsibility,  these 
matters  are  not  within  their  jurisdiction.  One 
councilor,  a  very  distinguished  councilor  of  the 
Body,  says  he  has  given  us  the  brush-off.  I  am 
sorry  to  say  I  agree  with  him.  I  have  some- 
thing here  which  one  of  the  ablest  councilors  in 
this  Body  just  passed  me  which  I  am  going  to 
quote. 

"Just  as  certain  as  it  is  our  duty  to  pass  on  the 
budget  which  provides  for  the  appropriation  of 
salaries  and  wages  of  employees  of  the  City  of 
Boston,  it  is  equally  our  duty  to  know  the  num- 
ber of  employees,"  and  so  forth.  I  might  say 
before  the  distinguished  councilor  came  in,  I  had 
quoted  that,  and  none  of  the  councilors  deemed 
it  wise  or  otherwise  to  get  up  and  say  it  was  not 


our  duty.  I  gave  every  councilor  an  opportunity 
to  get  up  and  tell  me  whether  it  was  or  was  not 
my  duty,  and  no  councilor  stood  up.  I  am  assum- 
ing we  all  agree  with  this.  I  would  like  to  ask 
the  City  Clerk  at  this  time  what  is  our  next  step, 
in  order  to  get  this  information.  Are  we  to  go 
to  the  Finance  Commission  to  get  this  information? 
Does  the  order  require  the  signature  of  his  Honor 
the  Mayor? 

President  KELLY — I  am  informed  the  Finance 
Commission  is  the  investigating  body  of  the  city, 
and  such  an  order  would  be  in  order. 

Coun.  LINEHAN — May  I  ask  the  President  at 
this  time  would  that  order,  if  filed,  require  the 
signature  of  the  Mayor  in  order  for  the  Finance 
Commission  to  act? 

President  KELLY— No,  sir. 

Coun.  LINEHAN — May  I  file  an  order  at  this 
time? 

President  KELLY — Not  at  this  time,  councilor. 
After  the  report  of  the  committees  you  can. 

Coun.  LINEHAN — I  now  give  the  councilors  a 
break  and  take  leave  for  a  few  minutes. 

Coun.  CHASE — Speaking  on  the  message,  Mr. 
President,  I  predicted  at  the  time  I  filed  my 
motion  requesting  an  opinion  from  the  Attorney- 
General  as  to  the  Council's  powers,  that  the  City 
Law  Department  would  make  a  ruling  in  favor  of 
his  Honor  the  Mayor.  I  based  my  thoughts,  sir, 
at  that  time  on  the  fact  that  the  head  of  the  City 
Law  Department,  together  with  his  assistants, 
were  appointed  by  his  Honor  the  Mayor.  Naturally 
the  City  Law  Department  was  not  going  to  do 
anything  which  would  be  distasteful  to  the  czar 
downstairs.  Mr.  President,  I  take  issue  with 
the  Law  Department.  I  am  a  lawyer.  I  have 
read  the  entire  City  Charter.  I  think  I  am 
just  as  well  qualified  as  any  member  of  the  City 
Law  Department  to  give  a  legal  interpretation 
of  the  Charter.  I  say,  sir,  that  from  all  the 
provisions  in  the  Charter,  the  Boston  City  Council 
not  only  has  actual  power  to  get  this  information, 
but  they  also  have  implied  power.  May  I  call 
your  attention,  Mr.  President,  to  the  fact  that 
there  are  other  sections  in  the  Charter  which 
taken  together  with  section  7  and  section  8  clearly 
prove  my  point  that  the  City  Council  has  actual 
and  implied  power  to  get  the  information  that 
we  have  sought  from  his  Honor  the  Mayor.  ■ 
Section  2  of  the  City  Charter  provides  that  a 
City  Councilor  may  originate  an  ordinance  or 
loan  order  or  may  reduce  or  reject  any  item  in 
any  loan  subject  to  the  approval  of  the  Mayor 
and  may  amend  an  ordinance.  Section  5  of 
the  City  Charter  provides  "except  as  other- 
wise provided  in  this  act  the  organization,  power 
and  duties  of  the  executive  department  of  the 
city  shall  remain  as  constituted  at  the  time  when 
this  section  takes  effect,  but  the  Mayor  and 
City  Council  at  any  time  may  by"  ordinance 
re-organize,  consolidate  or  abolish  in  whole  or 
in  part  departments,  whether  created  on  or 
before  or  subsequent  to  the  first  Monday  of 
February  in  the  year  1910,  including  the  Transit 
Department;  transfer  the  duties,  powers  and 
appropriations  of  one  department  to  another  in 
whole  or  in  part;  and  establish  new  departments; 
and  may  increase,  reduce,  establish  or  abolish 
salaries  of  heads  of  departments  or  members 
of  boards.  Such  an  ordinance  may  provide 
that  all  of  the  employees  of  any  department  or 
division  thereof  thereby  abolished  who  are  sub- 
ject to  civil  service  shall  be  re-appointed  to  similar 
positions,  with  similar  status  in  any  new  depart- 
ment or  division  thereof,  thereby  established 
or  in  any  other  department  or  division  thereof 
without  civil  service  examination  or  legislation, 
and  that  such  employees  shall,  upon  re-appoint- 
ment as  may  be  provided  in  such  ordinance, 
retain  all  rights  to  retirement  with  pension  that 
shall  have  accrued  or  would  thereafter  accrue 
to  them,  and  that  their  services  shall  be  deemed 
to  have  been  continuous,,  to  the  same  extent 
as  if  such  abolition  had  not  taken  place."  Now, 
Mr.  President,  what  does  this  section  5  provide? 
We  have  all  the  necessary  powers  right  in  section 
5  of  the  Charter  through  implication,  sir,  to 
get  any  information  pertaining  to  the  employees 
of  our  municipal  government.  We  are  vested 
with  the  authority,  sir,  to  initiate  ordinances 
abolishing  the  departments,  reducing  the  number 
of  employees  in  departments,  and  transferring 
employees.  In  order  to  carry  out  those  powers, 
sir,  we  might  by  implication  need  the  necessary 
information  as  to  how  many  employees  are  located 
in  these  departments.  What  sort  of  Corporation 
Counsel  have  we  got  up  there?  This  is  the  most 
ridiculous  opinion  ever  handed  down  by  the  City 
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Law  Deportment.  I  am  amazed  at  the  audacit] 
and  the  deliberate  attempt  by  the  Corporation 
Counsel  to  thwart  the  powers  of  the  Boston  City 
Council.  You  take  the  various  sections  of  the 
City  Charter  and  interpret  them,  and  you  will 
find  that  the  Supreme  Court  of  Massachusetts 
will  uphold  not  only  the  speaker  but  the  gentle- 
man from  South  Boston  t,Coun.  Linehan)  who 
lias  sought  this  information.  I  say  that  the  time 
has  come  when  we  as  a  separate  branch  of  the 
municipal  government  should  assert  ourselves 
and  make  sure  that  our  powers  are  protected. 
Otherwise,  sir,  you  are  going  to  have  a  govern- 
ment, a  municipal  government,  similar  to  that 
government  you  had  in  Germany  and  similar 
to  the  government  you  have  in  Russia.  You 
are  going  to  have  one-man  rule.  That  was  not 
the  intent  of  the  Legislature.  In  giving  the 
City  of  Boston  its  Charter  the  Legislature  pro- 
vided adequate  means  to  check  the  Mayor. 
They  gave  us  the  means  through  certain  sections 
of  the  Charter  to  call  a  halt  on  his  Honor  the 
Mayor  if  we  deem  it  necessary.  I  am  going  to 
move  that  this  message  be  referred  to  the  Execu- 
tive Session  where  I  have  pending  on  the  table  a 
resolution  requesting  an  opinion  from  the  Attorney- 
General  as  to  our  powers.  I  trust  that  this  matter 
will  be  referred  to  the  Executive  Session. 

President   KELLY — The  motion  is  to  refer  to 
Executive  Session. 

Cpun.  HANNON— Mr.  President,  I  hope  the 
motion  to  refer  to  the  Executive  Session  will  not 
prevail.  There  are  certain  members  in  here 
for  whom  I  have  the  highest  esteem  and  deepest 
regard,  men  whom  I  know  are  absolutely  sincere 
in  their  reasoning,  and  men  whom  I  understand 
will  reach  a  just  conclusion  by  logical  means. 
Those  men  I  differ  with  oftentimes,  but  when 
we  differ,  w'e  differ  honestly.  However,  there 
are  others  in  here  who  like  to  take  the  floor  and 
holler  when  the  shoe  is  on  the  other  foot.  We 
have  been  together  in  here  for  some  years.  Dur- 
ing the  period  of  years  I  have  been  here,  the 
Charter  has  not  changed.  Now  I  might  say. the 
tactics  of  any  of  those  gentlemen  who  have  oc- 
cupied the  office  downstairs  have  not  changed, 
either.  Things  are  no  different  now  from  what 
they  were  before.  The  only  thing  is  that  some 
who  were  in  before  are  now  out,  and  some  who 
were  out  before  are  now  in.  Some  of  the  boys 
do  not  like  it.  They  cannot  take  it.  I  can 
understand  full  well  why  any  member  of  this 
Council  here  believes  he  should  be  given  this 
information.  I  myself  believe  he  should  be 
given  it.  The  question,  however,  is  not  whether 
we  should  be  given  the  information.  The  question 
before  us  is  whether  or  not  there  is  anything  in 
the  Charter  that  compels  the  Mayor  to  give 
us  the  information.  Much  as  I  like  to  agree, 
much  as  I  dislike  to  disagree  with  the  previous 
speakers  who  are  likewise  lawyers,  all  of  us  lawyers 
would  starve  if  we  did  not  disagree.  If  we  agreed 
on  everything,  we  would  all  die  without  a  penny. 
We  make  our  living  on  disagreements  about  law 
and  the  judges  do  the  same  thing.  But  I  get  a 
kick  out  of  some  of  the  fellows  who  have  been 
lawyers  for  only  a  few  years.  They  get  up  here 
and  criticize  a  Corporation  Counsel  who  has 
served  honorably  before  the  bar  of  Massachusetts 
for  many  years,  a  man  whose  wealth  of  knowledge 
is  acknowledged  by  every  member  of  the  bar  in 
Massachusetts.  I  say  again,  I  think  we  should 
get  this  information.  I  agree  with  that  premise. 
Coun.  LINEHAN— Will  the  gentleman  yield 
for  a  question? 

Coun.  HANNON — For  a  question,  certainly. 
President  KELLY — State  your  question. 
Coun.  LINEHAN — Mr.  President,  may  I  ask 
the  gentleman  from  Ward  13  (Coun.  Hannon) 
through  you,  sir,  as  a  member  of  the  City  Council, 
while  I  was  a  member  I  took  issue  with  the  acting 
Corporation  Counsel,  Wilfred  Doyle,  our  former 
distinguished  City  Clerk,  in  regard  to  an  opinion 
about  whether  or  not  money  could  be  appropriated 
for  a  boys'  club  in  the  City  of  Boston  from  the 
George  Robert  White  Fund.  At  that  time  he,  as 
Corporation  Counsel,  ruled  it  could  not  be  done. 
I  took  issue  with  that  distinguished  gentleman  for 
whom  I  have  the  greatest  respect  to  this  day.  I 
might  add  we  are  the  greatest  friends.  Lo  and 
behold,  s  short  time  after  that,  the  Probate  Court 
ruled  that  the  money  could  be  appropriated  for 
boys'  clubs.  It  just  goes  to  show  you  that  the 
City  Councilor  once  in  a  while  has  an  idea  or  that 
a  lay  person  can  take  issue  with  a  Corporation 
Counsel.  My  question  is  this,  if  it  was  perfectly 
all    right    to   question    Wilfred    Doyle   on   a   legal 


question,  isn't  it  perfectly  all  right  to  question  the 
present  Corporation  Counsel? 

Coun.  HANNON— Mr.  President,  the  answer  is 
decidedly  yes.  It  is  perfectly  all  right  to  question 
the  Corporation  Counsel.  I  am  not  finding  any 
fault  with  anybody  questioning  the  Corporation 
Counsel.  I  am  finding  fault  with  certain  members 
who  question  the  ability  of  the  Corporation 
Counsel.  I  am  not  questioning  the  ability  of 
any  lawyer  here.  Each  one  of  us  had  to  be  a 
graduate  of  law  school  and  had  to  have  scholastic 
attainments  in  order  to  become  a  member  of  the 
bar.  I  do  not  gainsay  the  abilities  of  any  mem- 
ber but  it  makes  me  laugh  when  they  compare 
themselves  to  some  man  who  has  served  at  the 
bar  probably  before  they  were  born.  That 
is  the  part  I  am  finding  fault  with.  Thank  God, 
under  the  democratic  form  of  government  we  can 
question  the  President  just  as  well  as  the  Cor- 
poration Counsel.  Once  in  a  while  the  President 
is  wrong.  So  is  the  Corporation  Counsel. 
Coun.  LINEHAN— Mr.  President. 
President  KELLY — For  what  purpose  does  the 
gentleman  rise? 

Coun.  LINEHAN— Will  the  gentleman  yield 
for  a  question? 

Coun.  HANNON— Certainly. 
Coun.  LINEHAN.— I  would  like  to  ask  the 
gentleman  fi-om  Ward  13  (Coun.  Hannon)  what 
experience  the  so-called  distinguished  Corporation 
Counsel  had  in  regard  to  municipal  law  before  he 
became  Corporation  Counsel? 

Coun.'  HANNON— Well,  Mr.  President,  I  do 
not  think  I  am  here  to  defend  the  Corporation 
Counsel.  I  think  he  is  well  able  and  better  able 
than  I  to  do  that.  I  do  not  know  his  years  of 
experience.  I  know  I  have  been  around  the  city 
and  in  politics  for  quite  a  few  years.  I  know  that 
I  have  contacted  him  many  times  on  many  phases 
of  both  municipal  and  state  government.  I 
have  always  found  him  to  be  a  man  of  the  high- 
est type,  a  lawyer  to  whom  I  would  honestly 
and  sincerely  go  for  an  honest  opinion.  The 
question  we  are  debating  here,  though,  is  in  re- 
ferring the  matter  to  the  Executive  Committee. 
Now,  what  good  are  we  going  to  get  out  of  sending 
this  letter  to  the  Executive  Committee?  We  have 
discussed  it  here  over  an  hour.  We  will  send  it  to 
the  Executive  Committee  and  discuss  it  another 
hour.  We  are  all  familiar  with  the  context  and 
contents  of  the  letter.  I  think  we  ought  to  do  the 
same  with  this  letter  as  with  other  letters — place 
it  on  file.  I  make  a  motion  that  this  letter  be 
placed  on  file.  In  closing,  I  would  like  to  state  the 
letter  itself  contains  references  not  merely  to  the 
opinion  of  the  present  Corporation  Counsel,  but 
cites  opinions  of  various  Corporation  Counsels 
down  through  the  years.  I  think  we  should  get 
the  information.  I  think  we  are  entitled  to  the 
information.  But  I  do  not  think  that  there  is 
anything  in  the  City  Charter  which  compels, or 
forces  the  Mayor  to  give  us  the  information. 

President  KELLY — There  is  a  motion  before 
the  body  to  refer  the  communication  to  the  Execu- 
tive Session.     Speaking  on  the  motion 

Coun.  HANNON— Mr.  President,  a  point  of 
information.  I  made  a  motion  to  place  the  matter 
on  file. 

President  KELLY — There  is  a  motion  before 
the  Body  to  refer  to  Executive  Session.  That 
motion  is  in  order. 

Coun.  HANNON— Mr.  President,  I  would  like 
to  amend  that  motion  so  that  the  matter  be  placed 
on  file. 

President  KELLY — I  am  sorry,  councilor,  in 
ruling  you  out  of  order.  That  defeats  the- purpose 
of  the  other  motion.  The  motion  is  to  refer  to  the 
Executive  Session. 

Coun.  RUSSO — Mr.  President,  those  that  have 
talked  previously  have  all  mentioned  they  are 
attorneys.  Of  course,  I  am  not  an  attorney,  thank 
God.     I  like  to  try  to  exercise  my  own  mind. 

Coun.  COOK — Mr.  President,  will  the  gentle- 
man yield  for  a  question? 

Coun.  RUSSO— No,  not  at  this  time.  Mr. 
President,  perhaps  you  would  like  to  know  what 
profession  I  am  in.     I  am  an  undertaker. 

Coun.  COOK — I  assure  the  councilor  that  the 
question  is  not  what  business  he  is  in.  I  would  like 
to  ask  again  if  he  would  yield  for  a  question. 

Coun.  RUSSO — Not  at  the  present  time.  I  do 
not  know  what  he  is  contemplating.  He  does  not 
know  what  I  am  going  to  talk  about.  Let  him 
hold  off  until  I  get  on  my  way  a  bit.  Mr.  Presi- 
dent, I  am  not  at  all  surprised  in  so  far  as  the 
opinion  rendered  by  the  Corporation  Counsel  is 
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concerned.  I  do  not  question  his  integrity  or  his 
ability.  However,  we  all  must  realize,  as  has  been 
stated,  that  the  Corporation  Counsel  is  appointed 
by  his  Honor  the  Mayor.  Wouldn't  we  be  foolish 
to  expect  anything  contrary  to  an  opinion  of  the 
Mayor  from  a  Corporation  Counsel  whom  the 
Mayor  is  boss  of?  Let  us  be  fair  about  it.  We  all 
voted  in  the  Council  unanimously  to  pass  the 
order  requesting  this  information.  I  believe  we 
are  entitled  to  it. 

Coun.  MUCHNICK— Mr.  President,  I  rise  at 
this  time  to  find  out  if  the  councilor  will  yield  for 
a  question. 

Coun.  RUSSO— Not  at  this  time.  I  hope  I  will 
not  be  bothered  any  more. 

Coun.  MUCHNICK— A  point  of  order.  Isn't 
it  within  our  rules  that  the  motives  of  city  officials 
should,  not  be  impugned  or  maligned? 

Coun.  RUSSO — I  do  not  know  of  any. 

President  KELLY— The  Chair  will  rule  the 
gentleman,  has  not  impugned  anybody's  motives 
yet. 

Coun.  RUSSO— Thank  you,  Mr.  President. 
Of  course,  as  I  stated  before,  Mr.  President,  I  am 
not  surprised  at  all.  I  am  surprised,  though,  at 
his  actions,  if  that  is  what  Councilor  Muchnick 
wants,  and  the  sincerity  of  the  report.  Of  course, 
as  suggested  ■  before,  Councilor  Linehan  stated 
that  the  Finance  Commission  could  ask  this 
information.  I  think  some  means  ought  to  be 
taken  in  order  to  receive  the  information  to  which 
we  are  entitled.  If  his  Honor  the  Mayor  can 
break  his  word  to  any  one  of  us,  how  easy  it  is  to 
break  his  word  with  the  people  of  the  City  of 
Boston  who  elected  him.  We  have  a  dictator. 
We  have  had  other  dictators.  I  feel  that  every 
Mayor  of  the  .City  of  Boston  perhaps  has  used  his 
power  a  great  deal.  But  the  question  that  has 
to  be  answered  by  us  is  how  long  are  we  going  to 
have  dictators  in  the  City  of  Boston?  There  is 
certainly  something  wrong  in  the  Legislature. 
That  is  where  the  fault  lies,  Mr.  President,  and 
not  with  the  people  of  the  City  of  Boston  who 
elected  an  individual.  Mr.  President,  I  hate  to 
speak  in  the  manner  in  which  I  am  speaking,  but  I 
cannot  sit  idly  by  and  not  express  at  least  my 
opinion  and  the  opinion  of  thousands  of  individuals 
in  our  city.  I  will  say  to  Councilor  Linehan  if  he 
wants  the  information,  all  he  has  to  do  is  to  see 
one  of  the  Mayor's  three  cohorts.  He  will  get  all 
the  information  he  wants,  He  will  not  get  it  unless 
they  say,  "All  right."  What  is  the  city  coming 
to?  Yes,  I  am  a  Democrat  and  have  been  a 
Democrat,  although  in  my  election  I  have  been 
elected  by  a  non-partisan  vote.  But  there  has 
to  be  a  halt  some  time.  The  people  of  the  City 
of  Boston  are  the  ones  suffering,  and  the  people  of 
the  City  of  Boston  are  the  ones  paying  the  tax  rate. 
We,  as  their  representatives,  cannot  receive  the 
proper  information  in  order  that  we  may  exercise 
whatever  little  power  we  have  in  the  right  direction. 
I  would  like  to  ask  the  Mayor  what  became  of  the 
order  that  was  passed  by  this  Council,  introduced 
by  me,  to  give  the  City  Councilors  veto  power 
over  the  Mayor?  Nothing  has  been  done  up  to 
this  time.  Certainly  they  will  do  nothing  about 
it.  I  say  to  the  Mayor  that  if  the  Boston  City 
Council  hasn't  the  right 

Coun.  MUCHNICK— Mr.  President. 

President  KELLY — For  what  purpose  does 
the  gentleman  rise? 

Coun.  MUCHNICK— It  seems  to  me  the 
question  is  on  referring  it  to  the  Executive  Com- 
mittee. I  doubt  whether  the  councilor  is  speaking 
on  that  motion. 

President  KELLY —The  point  is  well  taken. 

Coun.  RUSSO— I  wiU  come  to  that. 

President  KELLY — I  am  letting  the  councilor 
go  astray  a  bit.  I  hope  he  will  stick  to  the  point 
of  referring  to  the  Executive  Session. 

Coun.  RUSSO — I  am  speaking  on  the  motion  to 
refer  this  matter  to  Executive  Session.  I  am 
leading  up  to  it.  The  reason  that  it  should  be 
sent  into  Executive  will  be  brought  out.  Cer- 
tainly, Mr.  President,  there  is  something  wrong 
somewhere.  I  say  to  you,  Mr.  President  and  to 
all  your  colleagues  here,  unless  the  City  Council 
acts  in  the  manner  in  which  we  are  supposed  to 
act,  and  unless  we  receive  the  proper  information 
we  are  entitled  to,  then  we  cannot  function  in  an 
honest  and  unbiased  way.  If  we  cannot  function 
in  an  unbiased  way,  an  hcnest  way,  then  I  say 
that  the  people  of  the  City  of  Boston  ought  to 
rise  up  in  arms  and  abolish  the  Boston  City  Council 
because  they  have  no  power.  If  you  have  no 
power  to  exercise,  then  I  say  abolish  the    Boston 


City  Council  and  eliminate  the  expense  to  the 
taxpayers  of  the  city.  If  we  have  one-man  rule 
in  the  City  of  Boston,  so  that  the  City  Council 
cannot  function,  then  there  are  two  steps  to  take, 
either  do  away  with  the  Mayor  or  do  away  with 
the  Boston  City  Council  once  and  for  all,  and 
bring  proportional  representation  in,  which  I  am 
opposed  to.  Here  is  a  simple  order  requesting 
simple  information.  Why  can't  we  receive  it? 
Mr.  President,  I  say  that  this  matter  ought  to  be 
referred  to  the  Executive  Committee.  I  say  we 
ought  to  send  for  his  Honor  the  Mayor  or  his 
representatives  and  make  them  be  here.  We  have 
the  power  to  demand  that  the  Mayor  or  one  of 
his  assistants,  heads  of  department,  be  present 
before  the  Executive  Committee  in  order  to 
answer  questions,  in  order  to  give  the  City  Council 
the  proper  information  they  are  entitled  to.  Mr. 
President,  in  closing  I  say  this  is  only  the  begin- 
ning. 

Coun.  COOK — Mr.  President,  in  opposing  the 
motion  to  refer  this  matter  to  the  Executive 
Committee.  I  am  trying  to  keep  down  to  reason 
and  not  make  noise.  I  should  like  to  say  as  a 
lawyer  I  wish  those  who  are  not  lawyers  would 
stick  to  their  profession.  I  might  say  with  refer- 
ence to  the  statement  made  by  the  previous 
speaker  in  which  he  thanked  God  he  was  not  an 
attorney,  I  think  most  attorneys  will  say  "Amen." 

Coun.  RUSSO — Mr.  President,  a  point  of 
personal  privilege.  I  wish  to  inform  the  councilor 
from  Ward  12  (Coun.  Cook)  that  I  did  not  say  I 
thanked  God  I  was  not  an  attorney.  I  had 
hoped  I  would  be  an  attorney.  That  was  not 
my  inference,  He  understood  it  that  way.  I  say 
I  thank  God  I  am  what  I  am. 

President  KELLY— All  right.  I  guess  that 
clears  it  up. 

Coun.  COOK — Mr.  President,  that  matter 
having  been  cleared  up,  on  the  motion,  it  seems  to 
me  the  councilors  who  have  spoken  about  getting 
information  should  realize  that  the  cure  for  this 
situation  is  one  of  two  ways.  First,  have  the 
Legislature  amend  the  Charter  and  specifically 
resolve  any  doubts  that  exist  now  because  of  the 
language.  The  other  way,  if  the  Corporation 
Counsel's  opinion  is  doubted,  the  only  recourse  is 
to  the  courts.  I  think  the  councilor  from  Ward  7 
(Coun.  Linehan)  pointed  out  it  took  the  Probate 
Court  to  resolve  a  doubt  due  to  a  difference  of 
opinion  between  the  Corporation  Counsel  and  the 
councilors. 

Coun.  LINEHAN— Mr.  President,  will  the 
gentleman  yield  for  a  question? 

Coun.  COOK— Yes. 

Coun.  LINEHAN — It  happened  that  matter 
was  in  regard  to  construing  a  will.  The  question 
I  spoke  about  earlier  was  in  regard  to  construing  a 
will.  As  a  result  it  went  to  the  Probate  Court. 
This  matter  can  go  to  the  Attorney-General 
because  I  think  section  7  can  be  enforced  by  the 
Attorney-General  against  the  Mayor  of  the  City 
of  Boston.  The  question  was  not  one  for  the 
Finance  Commission. 

Coun.  COOK — Mr.  President,  in  answer  to  the 
last  statement,  I  should  like  to  point  out  that, 
even  if  the  Attorney-General  should  disagree  with 
the  Corporation  Counsel,  the  matter  still  would 
be  in  doubt  and  the  courts  would  be  the  only  ones 
to  decide  the  question.  It  is  my  firm  conviction 
the  only  way  to  settle  this  question — and  it  is  an 
important  question,  I  agree,  whether  the  City 
Council  should  have  the  power  to  have  all  the 
information  necessary  to  the  proper  running  of 
the  city — is  that  the  City  Council  should  bend  all 
its  efforts  to  have  the  Legislature  amend  the 
Charter  so  that  it  would  be  definite  and  specific  as 
to  the  powers,  duties  and  responsibilities  of  the 
Boston  City  Council,  or,  in  this  case  by  proper 
action  in  our  courts,  to  resolve  the  doubt  that  now 

Coun.'  LINEHAN— Mr.  President,  will  the 
gentleman  yield  for  a  question? 

Coun.  COOK — If  it  is  a  question. 

Coun.  LINEHAN — This  is  a  question.  I  would 
like  to  ask  the  distinguished  attorney  from  Ward 
12  (Coun.  Cook)  if  he  would  join  with  several 
other  attorneys  here  in  a  writ  of  mandamus  to 
compel  the  Mayor  to  give  us  the  information. 

Coun.  COOK — The  answer  is  yes.  In  conclu- 
sion, if  that  is  our  remedy — and  I  say  it  is  our  only 
remedy  to  solve  this  question  which  will  come  up 
again  and  again — unless  we  do  it  through  the 
courts  we  will  not  settle  it  completely.  We  are 
getting  nowhere  by  sending  it  into  the  Executive 
Committee, 
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lent  KELLY — The  question  is  on  referring 
the  matter  to  the  Executive  Session. 

Coun.  CAREY  —  Mr.  President,  it  is  most 
unfortunate  that  a  request  of  this  nature  should 
provoke  a  heated  discussion  that  lias  even  gone  to 
the  point  of  involving  personalities.  Every  tax- 
payer  in  the  Citj  of  Boston  is  a  stockholder  in  the 
corporate  City  of  Boston,  and  a  stockholder  in  any 
business  is  entitled  to  know  all  about  that  particular 
business.  1  desire  to  cooperate  with  his  Honor  the 
Mayor,  I  sympathize  with  him.  I  try  to  believe 
he  is  endeavoring  to  do  a  good  job  and  to  restore 
the  city  as  it  must  be  restored  if  we  are  to  continue. 
It  is  niy  opinion  that  not  only  are  the  members  of 
the  City  Council  entitled  to  this  information,  but 
thai  anj  taxpayer  in  the  city  natural!]  lias  a  right. 
1,1  know  the  number  of  employees,  the  term  of 
employment,  the  salaries  and  wages  that  are  being 
paid,  and  any  other  pertinent  information.  I 
cannot  for  the  life  of  me  see  why  such  information 
is  being  kept  from  the  Council,  because  in  turn  it 
is  being  kept  from  the  very  people  that  are  paying 
the  salaries  not  only  of  his  Honor  the  Mayor  and 
the  Corporation  Counsel,  but  the  City  Council  as 
well.  It  is  nonsensical  to  try  to  drive  down  the 
throats  of  anyone  that  the  City  Council  is  not 
entitled  to  this  information.  Of  course  we  are. 
■Such  information  has  been  given  to  this  Council. 
Previous  requests  have  been  made  in  years  past. 
It  should  not  be  necessary  to  ask  the  Finance  Com- 
mission or  the  Attorney-General  or  anyone  else  to 
intercede  on  our  behalf.  The  request  is  such  a 
sensible  one,  and  one  to  which  every  taxpayer  has 
a  right  through  the  City  Council  and  the  Mayor 
to  get  this  information,  that  I  cannot  for  the  life 
of  me  believe  that  it  would  be  withheld  from  us  or 
from  anyone  else,  as  a  matter  of  fact.  I  personally 
think  that  the  quicker  this  argument  is  closed  and 
this  information  is  given  to  us,  the  better  off  for 
all  concerned,  for  the  taxpayers  who  pay  the  bills, 
for  the  Council  here  who  act  as  directors  of  the 
city.  Rather  than  see  the  matter  go  to  Executive 
Committee,  I  feel  there  is  another  way  to  which 
we  might  resort  in  the  hope  of  getting  this  informa- 
tion, and  that  is  to  refer  the  matter  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  Appropriations.  If  we  as  City  Councilors 
have  a  duty  incumbent  upon  us  to  pass  the  budget 
which  provides  the  money  which  pays  the  salaries 
and  wages  of  the  employees,  naturally  we  have  a 
right  to  know  at  the  same  time  how  many  em- 
ployees there  are  and  what  they  receive  in  wages 
and  salaries,  and  for  how  long  they  are  being 
employed  and  other  such  pertinent  information. 
I  feel  our  Committee  on  Appropriations  is  capable 
of  getting  this  information.  It  seems  to  me  the 
matter  might  be  well  disposed  of  if  a  motion  to 
refer  to  the  Executive  Session  were  withdrawn  and 
a  substitute  motion  made  to  refer  the  matter  to 
the  Committee  on  Appropriations  and  bring  in  the 
Budget  Commissioner  and  the  Corporation  Counsel 
and  let  us  sit  down  and  see  if  we  cannot  come  to  a 
sensible  understanding  in  t)ie  matter,  in  the  hope 
that  the  information  may  be  given  not  only  to  the 
individual  members  of  the  Council  but  to  the 
taxpayers  of  the  City  as  a  whole. 

Coun.  MUCHNICK— Mr.  President,  I  do  not 
want  to  continue  unnecessarily  a  debate  which  has 
become  somewhat  ridiculous.  But  I  cannot  let 
go  unchallenged  the  remark  by  the  councilor  from 
Ward  3  (Coun.  Russo)  that  Mr.  Scolponeti  is  not 
acting  with  full  sincerity.  I  happen  to  know 
Mr.  Scolponeti.  I  know  his  standing  as  a  member 
of  the  bar.  I  have  every  confidence  that,  regard- 
less of  by  whom  he  is  appointed,  he  will  give  an 
honest  opinion  to  the  best  of  his  ability.  I  do  not 
think  it  should  be  allowed  to  stand  unchallenged 
that  that  was  the  opinon  of  any  one  member  or 
more  members  of  this  Council  or  any  Council. 
With  reference  to  the  merits,  I  happen  to  be  the 
one  who  first  filed  a  similar  order  back  over  a  month 
ago.  I  am  very  much  interested  in  obtaining  this 
information  and  this  kind  of  information.  It 
would  have  been  a  very  decent  gesture  on  the  part 
of  the  Mayor  if  he  would  give  us  this  information, 
but  unfortunately,  as  the  Charter  is  framed,  we  are 
not  as  matter  of  law  entitled  to  it  as  of  right.  The 
Mayor  can  give  it  to  us  if  he  wants  to  be  gentle- 
manly and  a  good  fellow  about  it.  If  he  does  not 
want  to,  and  wants  to  stick  to  his  legal  rights,  the 
opinion  of  the  Corporation. Counsel  unfortunately 
happens  to  be  good  law  and  backed  up  by  the 
opinions  of  several  of  his  predecessors.  We  can 
argue  about  this  for  the  next  ten  years,  but, 
unless  the  Charier  is  revised  to  give  us  a  legal 
right,  neither  we  nor  the  taxpayers  nor  anybody 
an  do  a  I  long  about  it. 


Coun.  RUSSO— Mr.  President,  I  would  like  to 
ask  through  you  a  question  of  the  councilor  from 
Ward  14  (Coun.  Muchnick). 

Coun.  MUCHNICK— Of  course.  If  it  is  within 
my  limited  powers 

Coun.  RUSSO — I  wonder  if  he  allows  every 
member  the  right  to  express  his  opinion. 

Coun.  MUCHNICK— I  did  not  attempt  to 
stop  the  gentleman  from  expressing  his  opinion. 
I  was  merely  expressing  one  contrary  to  his. 

Coun.  RUSSO— Mr.  President,  I  respect  the 
opinion  of  others  the  same  as  I  want  others  to 
respect  my  opinion.  I  did  not  say  in  so  far  as  the 
Corporation  Counsel  is  concerned  that  he  has 
not  ability.  However,  I  do  question  his  sin- 
cerity.    I  have  a  right  to  question  his  sincerity. 

Coun.  MUCHNICK— Mr.  President,  it  was 
with  that  statement  that  I  took  issue. 

Coun.  CHASE— Mr.  President,  I  want  to 
make  myself  clear  on  two  points.  As  to  whether 
the  Corporation  Counsel  was  sincere  in  handing 
down  this  opinion,  I  personally  believe  that  the 
Corporation  Counsel  would  not  dare  differ  with 
the  opinion  of  his  Honor  the  Mayor.  His  Honor 
the  Mayor  has  already  made  his  decision.  No 
hired  persons  of  his  Honor  the  Mayor  are  going 
to  take  issue  with  him.  If  they  do,  they  do  not 
last  very  long.  That  has  been  the  history  down 
through  the  ages.  His  Honor  the  Mayor  in  all 
of  his  political  career  is  the  boss.  He  is  now 
endeavoring  to  boss  the  City  Council  and  to  deny 
them  information  which  they  legally  are  entitled  to. 

Coun.  COFFEY— We  have  been  debating  this 
for  an  hour  and  a  half.  I  pointed  out  two  weeks 
ago  today  that  I  had  asked  for  information  from 
the  then  Mayor  Maurice  J.  Tobin.  There  was 
not  any  debate  here.  The  only  argument  set  forth 
was  the  argument  by  Councilor  Coffey. 

Coun.  SULLIVAN— Mr.  President. 

President  KELLY — For  what,  purpose  does  the 
gentleman  rise? 

Coun.  SULLIVAN— Will  you  yield  for  a  minute? 

Coun.  COFFEY— Yes. 

Coun.  SULLIVAN — I  would  like  to  move  at 
this  time,  as  the  hour  is  getting  late,  and  before 
certain  department  heads  go  home,  there  are 
several  orders  relating  to  housing.  I  would  like 
to  have  somebody  from  the  office  of  the  Corpora- 
tion Counsel,  the  Building  Commissioner  and  a 
member  of  the  Housing  Authority  here  present 
at  the  Executive  Session.  I  am  going  to  request 
that  these  orders  be  referred  to  the  Executive 
Session.  It  is  something  that  is  important  and 
we  have  to  work  on  today. 

President  KELLY— The  City  Messenger  will 
notify  the  various  department  heads. 

Coun.  COFFEY— Mr.  President,  I  introduced 
a  similar  order  here  a  number  of  years  ago.  Quite 
a  few  members  were  here  then.  There  was  not 
any  hullabaloo  over  the  decision  sent  to  us  by 
the  then  Mayor  of  Boston,  Maurice  J.  Tobin. 
We  have  been  debating  an  hour  and  a  half.  We 
have  not  got  anywhere.  The  Corporation  Counsel 
made  a  decision  and  a  ruling.  The  Mayor  on 
several  occasions  has  ruled  we  are  not  going  to  get 
the  information.  I  have  waited  patiently  until 
everybody  on  the  floor  had  his  say.  Seeing  we  are 
not  going  to  get  anywhere  here  on  it  or  in  the 
Executive  Chamber,  I  move  the  matter  be  laid  on 
the  table. 

President  KELLY — The  question  comes  on 
laying  the  communication  on  the  table.  All  those 
in  favor 

Coun.  LINEHAN — Before  the  question  is 
put 

President  KELLY — There  is  no  debate.  The 
question  comes  on  the  motion  to  lay  on  the  table. 
It  is  a  vote.  Councilor  Chase  doubts  the  vote 
and  asks  for  a  roll  call.  Three  members  having 
risen,  the  clerk  will  call  the  roll. 

The  roll  was  called,  and  the  motion  to  lay  on 
the  table  was  carried,  yeas  12,  nays  6: 

Yeas — Coun.  Bryan,  Cantwell,  Carey,  Coffey, 
Cook,  Fish,  Hannon,  Keenan,  Kelly,  Kinsella, 
McCormack,  Muchnick — 12. 

Nays — Coun.  Bayley,  Chase,  Linehan,  Moriarty, 
Russo,  Scannell — 6. 


SOLDIERS'    RELIEF. 

Coun.  CANTWELL,  for  the  Committee  on 
Military  Affairs,  submitted  report  recommending 
passage  of  order  for  payment  of  aid  to  soldiers 
and  sailors  and  their  families  in  the  City  of  Boston 
for  the  month  of  April. 

Report  accepted;    said  order  passed. 
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REPORT   OF   COMMITTEE    ON   CON- 
STABLES  AND    CONFIRMATIONS. 

Coun.  BRYAN,  for  the  Committee  on  Constables 
and  Confirmations,  submitted  the  following: 

1.  Report  on  appointments  by  the  Mayor 
(referred  April  22)  of  constables  authorized  to 
serve  civil  process  upon  filing  of  bonds  as  con- 
tained in  City  Document  44 — recommending  that 
appointments  be  confirmed. 

President  KELLY — The  question  is  on  the 
acceptance  of  the  report  of  the  committee. 

Coun.  RUSSO — Mr.  President,  a  point  of 
information.  As  a  rule,  haven't  we  always 
received  a  list  of  the  names  and  addresses?  A  list 
was  given  to  every  councilor. 

President  KELLY— It  is  in  the  process  of  being 
printed,  I  understand. 

Coun.  RUSSO — I  was  looking  forward  to  seeing 
the  list  on  .my  table  today.  I  have  not  seen  it. 
This  is  the  first  I  heard  about  it. 

President  KELLY — The  appointments  came  in 
last  week.  I  referred  them  to  the  Committee  on 
Constables  and  Confirmations.  That  is  the  report 
of  the  committee. 

Coun.  RUSSO — I  have  no  objection. 

President  KELLY — The  question  is  on  the 
acceptance  of  the  report  of  the  committee.  It  is 
a  vote.  The  question  is  on  confirmation  of  the 
appointments.  The  Chair  will  appoint  Councilors 
Bryan  and  Moriarty  to  receive,  sort  and  count  the 
ballots. 

The  appointments  were  confirmed,  yeas  19, 
nays  0. 

2.  Report  on  appointments  by  the  Mayor 
(referred  April  22)  of  minor  officers  paid  by  fees 
as  contained  in  City  Document  43 — recommending 
that  appointment's  be  confirmed. 

The  report  was  accepted,  and  the  question  came 
on  confirmation  of  the  appointments.  Committee. 
Coun.  Cook  and  Bayley.  Whole  number  of 
ballots  14,  yeas  14,  nays  0,  and  the  appointments 
were  confirmed. 

3.  Report  on  appointments  by  the  Mayor 
(referred  April  22)  of  constables  to  serve  without 
bond  and  without  authority  to  serve  civil  process, 
for  term  ending  April  30,  1947 — recommending 
that  appointments  be  confirmed. 

The  report  was  accepted,  and  the  question  came 
on  the  confirmation.  Committee,  Coun.  Chase 
and  Russo.  Whole  number  of  ballots  14,  yeas  14, 
nays  0,  and  the  appointments  were  confirmed. 


LOAN    FOR    CONSTRUCTION    OF    PUBLIC 
WAYS   OR   PERMANENT   PAVEMENTS. 

President  KELLY  called  up,  under  unfinished 
business,  No.  1  on  the  calendar,  viz.: 

1.  Action  on  order  for  loan  of  $1,500,000  for 
Construction  of  Public  Ways  or  Permanent 
Pavement. 

On  April  15,  1946,  the  said  order  was  read  once 
and  passed,  yeas  17,  nays  1. 

The  question  came  on  the  passage  of  the  order. 

President  KELLY — The  Chair  at  this  time  will 
call  up  No.  1  on  the  calendar.  The  question  is  on 
the  passage  of  the  order.  The  clerk  will  call  the 
roll. 

Coun.  RUSSO — Mr.  President,  will  you  have 
the  City  Clerk  read  the  order,  please? 

President  KELLY— The  clerk  will  kindly  read 
the  order. 

Coun.  KINSELLA — I  would  like  to  make  a 
motion.  I  would  like  to  move  that  the  Body 
suspend  the  order  of  business  and  proceed  to  the 
orders  of  councilors,  after  which  we  can  devote 
our  time  to  the  calendar  orders. 

President  KELLY — It  will  take  a  two-thirds 
vote  to  suspend  the  rules.  Do  you  press  your 
motion,  Councilor  Kinsella? 

Coun.  KINSELLA— Yes. 

President  KELLY — Councilor  Kinsella  wishes 
to  suspend  the  order  of  business  so  that  motions 
may  be  introduced.  All  those  in  favor  will  please 
rise.  It  is  unanimous.  The  Chair  will  withdraw 
calling  up  No.  1  on  the  calendar. 


RESIDENCE   OF   CONGRESSIONAL 
CANDIDATES. 

Coun.  COFFEY  offered  the  following: 
Resolved,    That    the    Boston    City    Council    in 
meeting    assembled    go   on   record    as    petitioning 


Congress  to  change  the  present  law,  thereby 
making  it  mandatory  for  a  candidate  to  their 
Honorable  Body  to  reside  in  the  district  which  he 
seeks  to  represent. 

Coun.  COFFEY— Before  I  talk  on  the  order, 
I  would  like  to  have  the  order  read  again.  I  do 
not  think  anybody  in  the  chamber  heard  it. 

Coun.  MUCHNICK— Mr.  President,  I  heard 
the  order.  I  think  it  ought  to  be  referred  to  Rules 
without  any  speaking. 

President   KELLY — Just   a   minute,    councilor. 
The  clerk  will  read  the  order. 
(The  clerk  read  the  order.) 

President  KELLY — Referred  to  the  Committee 
on  Rules. 

Coun.  COFFEY— Mr.  President. 
President  KELLY— No  debate. 
Coun.  COFFEY— Mr.  President. 
President  KELLY — For  what  purpose  does  the 
gentleman  rise? 

Coun.  COFFEY — A  point  of  personal  privilege. 
President  KELLY — State  your  point  of  personal 
privilege./ 

Coun.  COFFEY — Orders  of  this  nature  have 
been  introduced  by  the  gentleman  from  Ward  14 
(Coun.  Muchnick)  regarding  the  Boston  Red  Sox 
not  allowing  Negro  players  to  play  ball.  We  let 
him  talk  on  such  a  matter.  I  ask  unanimous 
consent  to  make  a  statement  on  the  order  I  just 
introduced. 

President  KELLY — I  cannot  put  the  motion 
to  the  Body.  Unanimous  consent  to  make  a 
statement  on  that  particular  order  would  be  out 
of  order. 

Coun.  COFFEY — I  ask  unanimous,  consent  to 
make  a  statement. 

Coun.  MUCHNICK — If  it  in  any  way  refers  to 
this  resolve,  I  object. 

President  KELLY — Well,  of  course,  that  is  hard 
to  say,  if  he  starts  to  talk.     He  is  asking  unanimous 
consent  to  make  a  statement. 
Coun.  MUCHNICK^-I  object. 
Coun.  COFFEY— Mr.  President,  I  appeal  from 
the  decision.     Have  I  a  right  to? 

President  KELLY — I  am  sorry,  councilor. 
You  cannot  appeal  it. 

Coun.  LINEHAN — A  point  of  parliamentary 
inquiry.  Wasn't  the  rule  changed  so  that  you 
had  to  have  three  members  to  object  to  making  a 
statement  by  unanimous  consent? 

President  KELLY — No,  it  was  not.  That  was 
just  on  the  roll  call. 

Coun.  COFFEY — I  make  a  motion  at  this  time 
that  the  Election  Department  not  certify  anybody 
who  is  a  candidate  for  public  office  who  does  not 
live  in  the  district  from  which  he  seeks  office. 
That  is  my  motion. 

President  KELLY — That  motion  is  in  order. 
The  Chair  will  ask  the  councilor  to  put  it  in  writing 
after  he  gets  through  talking. 

Coun.  COFFEY — I  have  another  order.  Mr. 
President,  why  can't  I  talk  on  that  motion? 
President  KELLY — You  are  in  order. 
Coun.  COFFEY — Mr.  President,  the  reason  I 
introduced  this  order  today  is  the  fact  that  for 
twelve  years  now  I  have  held  public  office.  I 
want  to"  go  ahead.  I  think  that  is  my  privilege. 
I  want  to  aspire  to  higher  office.  I  want  to  step 
aside  and  give  somebody  else  the  opportunity  of 
taking  my  place  in  the  Boston  City  Council.  So 
far  I  have  been  fortunate  enough  for  the  past  eight 
years  to  defeat  all  opposition.  I  want  to  advance 
myself  the  same  as  each  one  of  us  here.  The  rea- 
sons I  am  going  to  give  today  are  numerous.  How 
can  a  man  advance  himself  for  higher  public  office 
when  the  Boston  press  will  pick  up  a  millionare, 
a  fellow  that  comes  here  from  New  York  and  files 
papers  for  Congress  in  a  district  in  which  he  does 
not  live,  in  a  district  in  which  he  has  no  contacts 
whatever,  in  a  district  from  which  he  and  his 
father  before  him  severed  all  connections?  They 
have  held  a  mortgage  on  practically  every  house 
in  the  East  Boston  Project  and  collected  on  every 
one  when  the  project  went  in.  In  one  house 
next  door  to  my  mother,  the  woman  not  only  lost 
her  house  to  the  Boston  Housing  Authority,  but 
handed  the  money  over  to  the  Columbia  Trust 
Company.  She  had  thirteen  dollars  left  after  she 
lost  her  house  because  of  the  size  of  the  mortgage 
they  held.  For  the  past  four,  years  I  filed  for 
Congress  in  the  district  in  which  I  was  born  and 
raised,  the  district  in  which  I  stayed.  I  did  not 
go  to  New  York  because  there  was  more  money 
there  for  me  or  because  my  dad  set  me  up  in 
business  with  the  money  he  took  when  he  left 
East  Boston.     I  am  still  in  the  district  and  proud 
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of  it.     For  the  past  fom  \  •■:irs  I  filed  for  Congress. 
1  stepped  aside  for  only  one  reason.     I  could  not 
win  with  Jim  Curley  in  the  contest.     I  know  that. 
1  was  not  going  to  waste  my  money  and  time  in  a 
hopeless    task.      I    m iiili t    have    been    instrumental 
in    one    of    those    two    contests    in    defeating    Jim 
Curley  by  taking  enough   votes  in   the  Eleventh 
Congressional  District   to  harm  him.     My  reasons 
are    numerous.      In    the   present    contest   now   we 
have    a    man    from    New    York,     John    Kennedy. 
James  CI.  Colbert  is  in  the  room,      lie  is  a  reporter 
for   City    Hall    from    the    Boston   Post.     He   wrote 
an  article  savin-;  thai   this  man  lives  in  the  West 
End.     That    is   a  deliberate   falsehood.     He   took 
a  room  at  the  Bellevue  Hotel  so  he  could  be  in 
our  district.     He  does  not  live  in   an  apartment 
house  like   I   do.     I   do  not  own  my  own   home. 
It  is  a  three-story   house.     He  comes  to  Boston 
and    lives   at   the    Bellevue    Hotel.     It    does    not 
say  in  the  newspaper  that  he  lives  at  the  Bellevue 
Hotel.     It  says  he  lives  in  the  West  End  of  Boston. 
They  want  to  say  to  the  voters  of  the  Eleventh 
Congressional    District    that    he    is    a    bona    fide 
resident.     We    know    he    is    not.     For    the    past 
twelve  years  the  man  lived  in  New  York.     If  he 
wants   to  run   for  Congress,   why  doesn't  he  run 
from    New   York   City?     Boston   is   the   place   he 
gave  up  twelve  years  ago  and   left  to  make  his 
fortune  in  other  places.     What  burns  me  up  and 
gives  me  my  reason  for  filing  this  order  is  the  article 
"The  Political  Parade"  yesterday  in  the  Boston 
Post.     I  have  as  much  sense  as  anybody  in  the 
room.     I  fought  the  Boston  Post  before.     I  fought 
this  gentleman  before  on  the  floor  of  the  Council. 
I  have  attacked  him  several  times.     I  am  going 
to  attack  him,  if  I  have  reason,  forever.     I  want 
my  share.     I  want  my  break  the  same  as  the  next 
fellow.     I  can  be  put  down  at  the  bottom  of  the 
list  and  I  will  not  object.     But  I  am  not  going 
to  be  cast  off  as  a  nobody  when  I  have  held  office 
longer  than  anybody  in  the  Congressional  contest. 
It,  galls   me  and  makes  me  sick  to  my  stomach. 
Young    Kennedy,   the  naval    hero!     Sure  he  is! 
God     bless    him!     Three    million     five    hundred 
thousand  others  in  the  Navy  were  heroes  the  same 
way  as  my  kids  and  your  kids  and  your  brothers. 
They  are  all  heroes.     My  kid  is  in  a  convalescent 
hospital  now,  with  malaria.     He  is  a  hero  as  well 
as  young  Kennedy.     He  hasn't  Kennedy's  money. 
His   picture   was   not   in   the   Boston  newspapers 
when  he  came  home  with  Roche,   who  kicked  a 
waiter  to  death  in  a  drunken  party.     His  picture 
was    not   in    the   paper    with    Roche.     He   hasn't 
the  money  Kennedy  has.     That  is  why  his  picture 
is  not  in  there  with  McCormack  and  Tobin  and 
Roche.     The    kid    would    not    want    his    picture 
in  there.     He  has  taken  a  back  seat,  working  at 
$30  a  week  and  glad  to  work  for  it.     He  fought 
for  two  and  one-half  years  in  the  jungles  of  Burma. 
He  has  malaria.     He  does  not  get  a  write-up  in 
the    Boston    newspapers.     Can    the    reporters    be 
bought?     You   answer '  the   question   if   they    can 
be  bought  or  not.     I  heard  them  two  years  ago 
on  this  next  floor  say  to  a  councilor  from  Ward  21 — 
"You  want  a  write-up?     Sure,   I  will  give  you  a 
write-up  like  I  gave  your  opponent.     How  much 
money    have    you    got?"     I    heard    that,    and    I 
used  it  on  the  floor.     This  is  my  reason  for  it. 
To   start   off   with,    "City   Councilor   Michael   L. 
Kinsella  of  Charlestown,  one  of  the  leading  con- 
tenders   against    John     F.     Kennedy."     Who    is 
John    F.    Kennedy?     His    grandfather    made    his 
money  in  liquor  in  East  Boston.     He  ruled  every 
saloon.     If  you  did  not  buy  his  liquor,  you  could 
not  buy  a  saloon.     I  know  it.     My  brother  Torn 
grew  up  with  Joe  Kennedy.     He  went  on  with  the 
bunk  until  he  got  all  the  mortgages  on  the  prop- 
el tics.     He  got  all  he  could  out  of  the  district. 
I  do  not  know  anybody  in  the  district  who  can 
say  Kennedy  ever  put  a  basket  on  their  table.     Of 
course   it  burns   me   up.     Why  is  it  a  man  with 
money    can    take   over   a   district,    take   over   the 
newspapers,  and  get  all  the  publicity  he  wants? 
We  who  served  our  apprenticeship  in  small  offices 
arc  supposed  to  step  aside.      We  are  supposed  to 
be    cowards.     If    we   do   not,    the   press    will   get 
after    us.     He    has    everything.     He    plays    the 
churches.     He  goes  to  church  after  church  to  see 
tin-  priests  in  t hese  churches  and  make  appearances 
with  them,  make  a  speech,  and  all  the  time  in  the 
back   of  his   head  is  the  idea  he  is  going  to  seek 
public    office.      They    tried    to    get    him    into    the 
Lieutenant-Governorship   fight.     He   could  stand 
being   the   bank    toll    for   the   Democratic   party. 
When  he  knew   Paul   Dever  would  defeat,  him,  he 
tepped   into   the  Congressional   fight  in  a  district 


in  which  he  had  no  right  to  run.     Getting  back 
to    yesterday's    Boston    Post   and    my   reason    for 
introducing  the  order,  the  article  tells  about  the 
candidates   seeking   public   office.     It  goes   on   to 
say  in  the  headlines,   "To  quit  Congress  fight." 
Then  it  says,   "City  Councilor   Michael   L.   Kin- 
sella of  Charlestown,  one  of  the  leading  contenders 
against   John    F.    Kennedy."     John    F.    Kennedy 
is  out  front,  according  to  Jim  Colbert.     I  do  not 
blame  him.     If  there  is  a  buck  in  it,  good  luck 
to  him.     I  do  not  blame  his  editor.     I  do  blame 
those  who  holler  for  a  free  press.     I  cannot  see  a 
free  press  where  a  man  can  take  his  pen  and  write 
a   column   and   m&ke   an   unknown   a  leader   and 
contender,  and  a  man  in  office  for  the  past  eight 
years  is  going   to   quit    the    contest!     I  do   not 
know  whether  he  is  going  to  quit.     I  never  asked 
him.     "City    Councilor    Michael    L.    Kinsella    of 
Charlestown,  one  of  the  leading  contenders  against 
John  F.  Kennedy,  naval  hero  of  the  Pacific  fight- 
ing and  son  of  the  former  ambassador  to  Great 
Britain."     It  does  not  say  the  ambassador  quit 
when  the  bombs  were  falling,  resigned  and  came 
home.     That    is    left    out.     That    is    not    there. 
We  know  it.     They  are  related  now  to  the  families 
of  England,  the  high  families.     That  is  why  the 
ambassador  wants  to  give  them  four  billion  dollars 
in  a  loan.     To  hell  with  the  veterans  walking  the 
streets!     Give  them  $20  a  week,  but  give  England 
four  billion.     The  ambassador  wants  it.     It  says, 
"Son  of  the  former  ambassador  to  Great  Britain, 
for   the   Curley  seat  in  Congress.     Kinsella   will 
probably  retire  from  the  race  before  the  end  of 
the  week  and  make  his  bid  for  the  seat  in  the 
State  Senate  from  the  Second  Suffolk  Senatorial 
District."     I  do  not  know  whether  Councilor  Kin- 
sella talked  with  Jim  Colbert  or  not.     I  do  not 
know  what  his  intentions  are.     I  will  bet  Leo  $500 
right  now,  and  I  will  put  up  any  kind  of  forfeit 
that  he  wants,   right  in  this  room,   up   to  $500, 
that  he  does  not  run  for  Senate.     That  bet  goes. 
I  brought  the  money  in,  knowing  I  was  going  to 
make  that  statement.     This  paper  is  lying,   and 
Leo   Kinsella   is   not   a   candidate  for   the   State 
Senate.     There  is  an  easy  $500  for  him  to  spend 
on  his  campaign.     I  will  put  it  up.     "Represent- 
ative  Enrico    Cappucci   of   East   Boston    is    also 
expected    to   pull   out   of   the   fight   and   run   for 
re-election     to     the     House."      We     know     that. 
Everybody  knows  it.     "In  addition  to  Kennedy, 
Kinsella  and  Cappucci,  the  candidates  of  any  real 
political  stature  in  the  race  to  succeed  Curley  on 
Capitol  Hill  are  Francis  X.  Rooney,  head  of  the 
English  Department  at  Somerville  High  School." 
Who  is  Francis  X.  Rooney,  a  Colbert  stooge,  a 
Kennedy  stooge,  or  both?     The  fact  remains  the 
man  is  an  unknown.     I  do  not  know  him.     I  have 
been  in  office  a  dozen  years.     I  doubt  if  anybody 
here  knows  him.     You  might  know  of  him,  you 
might  know  him  personally,  but  I  know  the  great 
majority  of  voters  in  the  Eleventh  Congressional 
District  do  not  know  the  man.     It  is  a  red  herring 
to  deceive  the  voters.     They  tried  that  on  Reilly.. 
last  year.     Look  where  they  finished.     They  will 
end  up  the  same  way  if  they  keep  it  up.     They 
holler  for  a  free  press.     Why  have  a  free  press? 
State  facts.     The  Globe  is  very  conservative.     The 
American    and    Record    are    decent.     The    Herald 
will  attack  you  today  and,  if  you  introduce  a  half 
decent    order    tomorrow,    they    will    give    you    a 
write-up.     It  has  been  proven.     I  have  attacked 
the  Herald  and  I  found  myself  getting  a  licking. 
When  I  introduced  decent  legislation,  they  wrote 
me  up.     Once  in  awhile  the  Globe  writes  up  an 
order  I  introduce,  and  the  same  thing  is  true  of  the 
Record   and   the   American.     They   might   put   in 
Kennedy's  picture,  but  at  the  same  time  I  know 
I  can  go  down  there  and  say  to  them,   "I  am  a 
candidate  for  public  office,"  and  I  can  give  them 
my  record.     I  do  not  think  they  would  withhold 
it.     I   think   they   would  publish  it  the  same  as 
Kennedy  or  anybody  else.     I  have  good  friends 
on  the  Post.     I  know  most  of  them.     Most  of  the 
time  I  know  what  Colbert  is  thinking.     I  know 
what  his  editor  is  thinking.     He  knows  I  know  it. 
I  have  good  friends  on  the  Post.     I  have  never 
come  to  them  for  anything,     I  never  will.     That 
is  the  reason  I  have  introduced  this  order.     Let 
us  keep  this  fight  decent.     Let  us  keep  it  right. 
If  Kennedy  can  win  as  an  outsider  with  two  million 
dollars   and   buy   up    the  Eleventh   Congressional 
District,  nobody  is  to  blame  but  the  voters.     Let 
him  have  it.     He  won't  have  it  without  a  fight. 
Definitely  he  will  not  have  it  without  a  fight.     I 
have  stepped  aside  twice  for  Jim  Curley.     He  did 
not  live  in  the  district.     He  has  done  so  much  for 
East  Boston  it  would  be  foolish  to  run  against  him. 
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The  same  with  Councilor  Kinsella.  He  got  out 
because  he  knew  it  would  be  suicide  to  make  a 
fight,  a  hopeless  fight.  If  we  stayed  in,  we  might 
have  defeated  him.  We  might  have  elected 
Eliot.  I  did  not  want  Eliot  to  be  my  Congress- 
man. I  preferred  Curley.  I  got  out  of  two  con- 
tests. Now,  what  am  I  supposed  to  do?  Am  I 
supposed  to  quit?  We  go  back.  "Cambridge 
City  Councilor  Michael  J.  Neville,  former  Demo- 
cratic leader  of  the  House;  Miss  Catherine  E. 
Falvey  of  Somerville,  former  Major  in  the  WAC; 
City  "Councilors  James  S.  Coffey  of  East  Boston 
and  Joseph  Russo  of  the  West  End;  John  F.  Cotter 
of  Charlestown,  Mayor  Curley's  Washington 
secretary;  former  School  Committeeman  Joseph 
Lee  of  the  West  End;  and  former  Councilor  Henry 
Selvitella  of  East  Boston.  How  many  of  them 
will  remain  in  the  field  is  uncertain."  We  are  all 
supposed  to  step  aside,  aren't  we?  This  kid,  was 
a  naval  hero.  I  had  a  kid  run  against  me  for  the 
City  Council.  He  was  quite  a  hero  with  General 
Hodge's  outfit.  He  was  wounded  a  couple  of 
times.  He  was  knocked  out  of  a  plane  in  German 
territory.  He  was  in  the  French  underground 
and  escaped.  He  made  his  way  back  after  his 
folks  at  home  were  notified  he  was  killed.  He 
was  a  nice,  clean-cut  kid.  He  made  a  fight  for 
the  City  Council  and  ended  up  with  600  votes. 
If  Kennedy  gets  more  than  600  votes,  it  will  cost 
him  five  dollars  a  vote,  at  least  that.  I  think  you 
gentlemen  will  have  to  agree  with  me  whether 
you  like  it  or  not.  It  is  about  time  that  some- 
thing was  done.  My  order  should  not  have  been 
sent  to  the  Committee  on  Rules.  It  is  city  busi- 
ness. I  say  definitely  it  was  city  business  because 
it  was  pertaining  .to  the  City  of  Boston.  The 
Eleventh  Congressional  District,  with  the  excep- 
tion of  Cambridge,  is  in  the  City  of  Boston.  I 
might  let  Kennedy  know  this,  before  he  even  gets 
to  first. base — he  needs  a  solid  Irish  vote  in  East 
Boston.  The  Italians  do  not  know  the  kid  and 
never  saw  him.  I  doubt  if  there  are  a  hundred 
people  left  who  will  know  either  him  or  his  father. 
They  severed  their  business  connections  years  ago. 
They  got  rid  of  the  bank.  They  picked  up  all  the 
mortgages  on  the  project.  Whether  they  have 
anything  to  do  with  the  project,  I  do  not  know. 
They  had  a  mortgage  on  every  fourth  or  fifth 
house  in  the  section  where  the  housing  project  is. 
I  think  I  am  fair.  This  order  I  have  introduced 
now  by  motion  or  voice  is  nothing  compared  to  a 
real  order,  an  honest  order.  As  a  matter  of  fact, 
it  is  the  business  of  the  City  of  Boston,  with 
regard  to  the  Congress  of  the  United  States, 
that  we  should  go  on  record  saying  they  should 
change  their  laws  so  that  a  man  running  for  office 
should  at  least  liVe  in  the  district  which  he  repre- 
sents. Civil  Service  insists  on  that.  In  99  out 
of  100  cases  that  is  so.  Why  should  it  pertain  to 
Civil  Service?  It  should  be  any  office,  whether 
it  be  the  Legislature,  the  City  Council,  Congress 
or  anything  else.  I  say  it  is  a  shame  when  a 
kid  can  come  on  here  whose  father  has  good  con- 
tacts, plenty  of  money  at  his  disposal,  and  can 
come  on  and  get  the  newspapers  to  make  him  the 
outstanding  candidate — an  unknown,  a  man  who 
never  held  office.  At  least  each  one  of  us,,  his 
opponents,  has  had  political  experience.  We 
have  served  our  stewardship.  What  are  we  sup- 
posed to  do,  because  there  is  a  bundle  of  money 
behind  the  kid,  step  aside  and  let  him  come  in 
from  New  York,  having  left  Boston  twelve  years 
ago,  and  take  a  room  at  the  Bellevue  Hotel 
and  be  a  candidate  for  Congress,  get  write-ups 
and  pictures  in  the  papers?  Are  we  supposed 
to  turn  yellow  and  quit  and  step  aside  and  let 
him  have  the  seat?  We  will  find  out  what  happens 
between  now  and  election  day. 

Coun.  MTJCHNICK— Mr.  President. 

President  KELLY— Talking  on  the  order? 

Coun.  MUCHNICK— Yes,  sir.  While  I  do  not 
feel  it  is  necessarily  encumbent  upon  me  to  attempt 
to  defend  James  Colbert,  and  I  will  not,  I  honestly 
feel  he  probably  feels  flattered  in  the  abuse  he  just 
took  because  of  the  source.  I  would  merely  like 
to  ask  one  question.  If  this  motion  that  is  now 
being  sponsored  so  vigorously  by  the  gentleman 
from  East  Boston  is  of  such  great  importance  to 
Boston,  and  not  merely  a  question  of  personal 
importance,  I  cannot  understand  why  it  was  not 
introduced  by  him  four  years  ago,  or  two  years  ago, 
when  the  present  encumbent  in  that  office  was  a 
candidate  and  was  not  himself  a  voter  of  the 
district.  It  seems  to  me  we  are  going  pretty  far 
afield  in  the  Boston  City  Council  if  we  are  going 
to   make  it  a  place   where  candidates  for  public 


office  can  hold  individual  rallies  in  behalf  of  their 
own  candidacy.  I  do  not  think  we  ought  to 
attempt  to  instruct  the  Election  Board  in  its  duties. 
They  have  the  advice  and  counsel  of  the  Law 
Department  of  the  city.  They  know  how  to  run 
their  own  affairs.  It  seems  to  me  we  probably 
would  be  wise  to  run  ours. 

Coun.  COFFEY— A  point  of  order. 

Coun.  COOK— Mr.  President. 

President  KELLY — Councilor  Cook  not  having 
spoken. 

Coun.  COOK— Mr.  President,  I  would  like  to 
find  out,  before  this  goes  further,  whether  we  have 
any  power  under  the  present  laws  to  have  the 
Election  Commissioners  refuse  to  certify  anybody 
under  the  present  Congressional  or  national  laws? 

Coun.  COFFEY— Mr.  President,  I  have  no 
objection  to  the  order  being  killed.  I  have  had 
my  say. 

President  KELLY — I  am  trying  to  get  an 
answer  for  the  councilor.  Will  you  restate  your 
question? 

Coun.  COOK — My  question  is  whether  this 
order  is  of  any  effect  so  far  as  the  present  law  is 
concerned. 

Coun.  COFFEY— Mr.  President,  I  would  like 
to  ask  Councilor  Muchnick  a  question. 

President  KELLY — Wait  a  minute.  Councilor 
Cook  has  not  yielded.  I  am  trying  to  get  the 
answer  to  Councilor  Cook's  question.  This  order 
is  merely  a  request  order  asking  the  Election 
Department  to  do  something  which  may  or  may 
not  be  in  their  power. 

Coun.  COOK — I  therefore  move  it  be  laid  on 
the  table. 

Coun.  COFFEY— Mr.  President,  a  point  of 
order.  I  would  like  to  ask  the  gentleman  to 
withdraw  that,  until  I  can  ask  a  question  of  Coun- 
cilor Muchnick. 

President  KELLY — Will  you  withdraw  the 
motion? 

Coun.  COOK — I  assume  he  expects  Councilor 
Muchnick  to  answer.     Yes. 

President  KELLY — The  motion  is  withdrawn. 

Coun.  COFFEY— Mr.  President,  I  would  like 
to  ask  the  councilor  this  question.  He  can  answer 
if  he  wants  to.  If  he  does  not  want  to,  he  does  not 
have  to  answer.  He  has  called  the  members 
rubber  stamps  for  being  Curley  stooges.  I  would 
like  to  ask  him  if  has  done  an  about-face  and  is 
going  to  vote  for  the  loan  orders  today. 

Coun.  MUCHNICK— Time  will  answer  that 
question  very  well. 

Coun.  COFFEY — That  answers  it  perfectly. 

Coun.  COOK — I  press  my  motion  to  lay  the 
order  on  the  table. 

President  KELLY — There  is  no  debate. 

The  question  came  on  the  motion  to  lay  on  the 
table,  and  the  motion  was  carried. 


ACTION   OF   MEMBERS   OF   PORT 
AUTHORITY. 

Coun.  COFFEY  offered  the  following: 
Ordered,  That  the  members  of  the  Boston  Port 
Authority  be  requested,  through  his  Honor  the 
Mayor,  to  spend  less  time  in  talk  and  more  in 
actually  accomplishing  benefits  for  the  citizens  of 
Boston. 

Coun.  COFFEY— I  will  be  brief  in  this.  I  have 
had  about  all  I  want  to  say  on  the  other  matter. 
We  know  in  the  Port  Authority  that  cute,  little, 
wise,  old  John  F.  Fitzgerald  is  on  the  Board  and 
has  been  on  the  Port  Authority  for  a  number  of 
years.  He  has  been  hollering  Port  since  before  I 
was  born,  and  that  is  47  years  ago.  He  came  up  a 
few  years  ago  and  asked  me  to  give  him  a  vote  on 
the  loan  order  for  the  Port  of  Boston.  You  know 
what  it  was  for,  the  measly  $14,000.  We  killed  it. 
It  was  for  salaries  of  those  who  did  not  live  within 
the  City  of  Boston.  We  at  the  time  did  not  think 
it  was  necessary  for  us  to  appropriate  $14,000  to 
give  to  employees  of  the  Port  Authority  who  did 
not  live  within  the  confines  of  the  city.  Now, 
John  F.  Fitzgerald  is  still  on  the  Port  Authority. 
When  Governor  Tobin  gave  him  his  appointment, 
you  remember  the  people  in  South  Boston  at  the 
pier,  the  fishermen  and  longshoremen,  and  other 
groups  went  up  to  Governor  Tobin  in  person, 
objecting  to  John  F.  Fitzgerald's  appointment. 
All  he  has  done  is  talk.  He  has  not  accomplished 
one  thing  for  the  Port  of  Boston  in  the  past  50 
years.  The  Port  of  Boston  is  as  old  and  decrepit 
as  John  F.  Fitzgerald  himself.  Now.  he  is  running 
around,  saying,  "Now,  my  good  fellow,  will  you 
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i  vote  to  my  grandson,  Kennedy?  He  is  the 
logical  candidate."  Who  does  John  F.  think  he  is? 
Hi-  has  kiddi'il  the  people  for  50  years.  He  made  a 
statement  in  the  Parker  Souse  in  the  presence  of 
councilors.  My  ciad  was  his  friend;  he  came 
out  on  a  stretcher  40  years  ago  to  vote  for  John  F. 
In  tin  hist  fight  with  Susie  Donovan,  John  F.  was. 
putting  the  needles  in  me,  Susie  went,  down  to 
defeat  until  she  finally  passed  out.  of  the  picture  as 
far  as  polities  are  concerned.  Now,  we  have 
Kennedy's  dad  in  the  Maritime  Commission.  He, 
too,  wants  to  do  wonders  for  the  Port,  of  Boston. 
lie  has  always  been  interested  in  the  Maritime 
Commission.  There  is  a  buck  in  it  for  Joe 
Kennedy.  The  reason  for  my  introduction  of  this 
order  today  is  to  get  some  action.  All  we  have 
heard  is  talk.  There  is  no  work  going  on  in  the 
Port  of  Boston.  The  kids  are  walking  the  streets 
who  came  back  From  the  war.  They  cannot  live 
at  the  Bcllevue  Hotel.  You  cannot  get  a  room 
there  for  S20  a  week.  You  are  lucky  if  you  can 
get  a  room  anywhere,  especially  those  unfortunates 
who  haven't  a  dime  to  their  names.  What  is 
Kenned]  going  to  do,  go  to  Congress  and  take 
care  of  that  overnight?  I  would  like  to  see  him 
with  his  experience.  He  would  be  at  a  loss.  He 
is  at  a  loss  now.  He  wrote  a  book,  "While  England 
Slept."  He  should  write  a  book,  "When  My 
Grandfather  John  F.  Fitzgerald  Slept  and  the 
Port  of  Boston  Died." 

The  order  was  passed  under  suspension  of  the 
rule. 

Coun.  COOK — Do  I  understand  this  order  has 
passed?  I  wish  the  President  would  call  the  vote 
again.     I  did  not  hear  any  of  the  results. 

President  KELLY — The  gentleman  moves 
reconsideration.     The  clerk  will  read  the  order. 

(The  clerk  read  the  order.) 

Coun.  COOK — Mr.  President,  I  have  the  same 
objection  to  this  order  that  I  had  to  the  previous 
order.     The  councilor  had  his  say. 

Coun.  COFFEY— The  gentleman  is  out  of  order. 

President  KELLY — Are  you  moving  recon- 
sideration? 

Coun.  COOK — Yes;  I  understand  the  motion 

President  KELLY— That  is  right. 

Coun.  COOK — The  President  asked  me  if  I 
wanted  reconsideration.  I  said  yes.  I  have  the 
same  objection  to  this  order  as  the  previous  one. 
It  accomplishes  nothing.  I  do  not  think  we  ought 
to  have  it  on  our  records.  The  talk  has  been 
given.  The  purpose  for  which  the  councilor  made 
it  has  been  served.  It  should  not  be  in  the  records 
of  the  Bodv  as  a  whole. 

Coun.  COFFEY— Mr.  President,  talking  on 
reconsideration,  I  hope  reconsideration  does  not 
prevail.  Anything  that  will  get  the  Port  of  Boston 
Authority  into  action  and  get  us  some  work,  get 
the  port  fixed  up,  the  docks  and  waterfront  fixed 
up,  is  of  importance.  It  will  put  the  kids  to  work 
who  belong  to  the  9-20  Club.  These  men  are 
veterans.  That  is  what  the  order  is  for,  to  get 
some  action,  to  get  some  work  done. 

Coun.  COOK— Mr.  President,  will  the  gentleman 
answer  a  question?  I  want  to  know  how  the 
councilor  from  the  First  Ward  (Coun.  Coffey) 
thinks  this  will  get  some  action. 

Coun.  COFFEY— Mr.  President,  no  doubt  the 
Mayor  of  Boston  has  influence  over  the  waterfront 
of  the  City  of  Boston.  If  he  calls  the  Port  Author- 
ity in  and  tells  them  to  get  to  work,  if  he  asks 
them  what  docks  they  want  done,  what  work  they 
want  done,  and  gives  them  orders  to  go  ahead  and 
do  it,  we  will  get  some  action.  We  will  not  if  we 
are  going  t.o  listen  to  them  and  to  the  newspapers. 
There  has  been  no  action  up  to  now.  That  is  why 
I  am  asking  for  it. 

The  question  came  on  the  motion  for  recon- 
sideration. The  motion  to  reconsider  was  lost, 
and  the  order  stood  passed  under  suspension  of  the 
rule. 


FENCING     OF     MOTHERS'     REST     AREA, 
CHARLESTOWN. 

:     KINSELLA  offered  the  following: 
Ordered,  That  his  Honor  the  Mayor  be  requested 
to  instruct   the  Board  of  Park  Commissioners  to 
complete   the  fencing  in   of  the  mothers'  rest,  area 
at  Hill  and  Cook  streets,  Ward  2,  Charlestown. 
'  I  Ul ion  of  the  rule. 


REPAIR  OF  CERTAIN  SIDEWALKS,  WARD  2. 

Coun.  KINSELLA  offered  the  following: 

Ordered,  That  the  Public  Works  Commissioner 
be  requested,  through  his  Honor  the  Mayor,  to 
undertake  at  once  the  repair  of  the  sidewalks 
along  the  side  of  the  play  area  of  the  Boston 
Housing  Authority  tit  Bunker  Hill  and  Chelsea 
streets,  said  sidewalks  being  particularly  located 
between  Hunter  and  Chelsea  streets  on  Bunker 
Hill  street,  Ward  2,  Boston. 

Passed  under  suspension  of  the  rule. 

Coun.  KINSELLA— Briefly,  Mr.  President, 
within  the  last  year,  while  the  Boston  Housing- 
Authority  was  developing  an  area  for  recreational 
purposes,  the  truckers  had  occasion  to  run  over 
thi'  sidewalks  to  get  to  and  from  a  cleared  lot  of 
land.  I  am  informed  the  sidewalks  were  broken 
and  knocked  out  of  kilter,  with  the  result  that 
several  people  have  fallen  there  in  dark  spots 
which  the  street  lights  do  not  reach,  and  have 
sustained  personal  injuries.  So  far  none  of  them 
has  said  to  me  that  he  or  she  intends  to  sue  the 
city.  All  they  ask  is  that  the  Street  Department, 
if  it  is  properly  in  their  jurisdiction,  considering 
the  property  that  abuts,  get  busy  and  repair  the 
sidewalks.  I  hope  the  order  will  go  along  and  be 
passed  under  suspension  of  the  rule  so  we  may 
have  immediate  action. 

The  order  was  passed  under  suspension  of  the 
rule. 


LEGISLATION  FOR  PARKING   SPACES  BY 
EMINENT   DOMAIN. 

Coun.  CHASE  offered  the  following: 
Ordered,  That  the  Corporation  Counsel  be 
requested,  through  his  Honor  the  Mayor,  to 
request  the  Legislature  to  put  every  possible  pro- 
vision in  the  proposed  "legislation  for  parking 
spaces  by  eminent  domain"  in  order  to  prevent 
land  grabs. 

Coun.  CHASE — I  have  not  had  time  to  draft 
the  proposed  order  as  yet.  I  think,  inasmuch  as 
it  involves  something  of  interest  to  the  taxpayers 
of  Boston,  I  should  speak  now  on  my  proposed 
order  and  submit  it  to  you  later  in  writing.  Mr. 
President,  there  is  a  bill  now  pending  before  the 
Massachusetts  Legislature  which  is  of  vital 
concern  to  the  City  of  Boston.  My  motion  will 
be  that  the  Corporation  Counsel  be  requested, 
through  his  Honor  the  Mayor,  to  request  the 
Legislature  to  put  every  possible  provision  in 
the  proposed  legislation  for  parking  spaces  by 
eminent  domain  award  to  prevent  land  grabs. 
Mr.  President,  the  bill  which  I  have  in  mind  is 
advocated  by  the  Boston  Chamber  of  Commerce 
apparently  and  by  the  Boston  Real  Estate  Ex- 
change. It  is  advocated  by  other  gentlemen 
who  are  interested  in  the  welfare  of  the  City  of 
Boston.  The  bill  was  signed  by  one  Peter  Jordan, 
majority  whip,  from  Revere.  I,  with  other 
members  of  the  State  Legislature,  was  invited  to 
attend  a  dinner  to  hear  the  proposed  legislation 
discussed  and  to  become  acquainted  with  it. 
It  was  my  first  opportunity  of  learning  about  ' 
this.  Briefly,  this  is  what  the  legislation  will  do 
if  enacted.  It  will  authorize  the  City  of  Boston 
to  borrow  $5,000,000  for  the  purpose  of  buying 
up  parcels  of  property  throughout  the  city  and 
paying  about  10  per  cent  over  and  above  the 
assessed  valuation,  the  city  to  go  into  the  business 
of  conducting  parking  lots.  It  is  supposedly 
sponsored  for  the  purpose  of  relieving  the  traffic 
situation  in  Boston,  which  we  all  know  is  pretty 
bad.  Some  remedy  should  be  given.  But  this 
provides  that  his  Honor  the  Mayor  and  the 
Boston  Board  of  Real  Estate  Commissioners, 
together  with  the  Street  Commissioners,  shall  be 
the  sole  governing  authority  in  the  selection  of 
the  sites  and  the  taking  by  eminent  domain.  Now, 
Mr.  President,  I  heard  the  gentleman  who  is  the 
lobbyist  on  behalf  of  the  bill,  Mr.  Sheridan,  former 
member  of  the  Governor's  Council,  was  paid 
between  .$10,000  and  .$15,000  for  trying  to  put 
this  proposed  legislation  through.  I  told  him,  sir, 
on  the  floor  of  the  luncheon  room  that  I  fully 
recognized  the  traffic  situation  in  Boston,  and  that 
I  proposed  to  do  everything  within  my  power  to 
relieve  it.  But  I  also  said  that  I  had  in  mind 
that  we  have  in  this  city  many  land  barons  in 
possession  of  properties  which  have  been  milked 
dry  over  a  period  of  years,  which  carry  very  high 
assessed  valuations  and  which  today  cannot  be 
sold   for  anywhere  near  their  assessed  valuation. 


APRIL    29,     1946. 


241 


In  many  cases  these  properties  will  be  taken  over 
by   the   city  for  non-payment  of  taxes.     Having ' 
held  public   office  for   ten  years,   I   have  become 
acquainted  with  the  ways  and  means  of   some   of 
our  so-called  better  citizenry  who  believe  in  legal 
larceny.     When    I     say     legal    larceny,   I   mean, 
that  if  any  legislation  is  enacted    where  the  tax- 
payers of  the  city  will  be  forced  to  buy  barren 
buildings,     depleted,      dilapidated     buildings     in 
downtown  Boston  at  their  full  assessed  valuation, 
or    even    higher    than    their    assessed    valuation, 
properties  which  cannot  be  sold  for  10  per  cent  or 
20  per  cent  of  the  assessed  valuation  because  they 
carry  no  value,  properties  which  in  two  or  three 
years  will  be  taken  over  by  the  city  for  non- 
payment of  taxes,  I  am  against  any  such  proposed 
legislation,    and   I   said   so    on   the   floor   of   that 
luncheon  room.     I  am  opposed  to  any  legislation 
which  would  enable  the  land  barons  to  put  across 
any  steal  on  the  taxpayers  of  Boston.     Now,  sir, 
this   bill,   if   enacted,    will   enable   his   Honor   the 
Mayor  and   the  Real  Estate  Commissioners  and 
the    Street    Commissioners    to    step    in    and    sell 
certain  properties,  taken  by  eminent  domain,  and 
pay  their  full  assessed  valuation  under  the  guise 
that   they   are   going    to   help    relieve    the   traffic 
situation  in  the  City  of  Boston.     I  do  not  take 
issue   with   anyone   that   we  do   not  have   a   bad 
traffic  situation.     I   admit  the  fact.     I  am  fully 
aware  of  the  fact  that  we  have  had  land  steals  in 
the  past.     The  land  barons  who  on  many  occasions 
have  criticized  men  in  public  office  because  of  the 
high  tax  rates  do  not  hesitate  to  put  over  legal 
steals.     This  bill  which  is  proposed  by  the  major- 
ity whip  is  full  of  loopholes.     There  are  no  ade- 
quate  safeguards    to  protect     the     taxpayer      in 
Boston,  the  little  taxpayer  in  Jamaica  Plain,  West 
Roxbury,  East  Boston,  and  elsewhere,  from  paying 
$5,000,000    because    some    bankers    or    some  big 
real  estate  exchange  have  a  lot  of  property  on 
their  hands  that  has  been  milked  dry  and  they 
cannot  sell,  and  which  they  realize  that  the  city 
is  going  to  take  in  a  few  years  for  non-payment  of 
taxes.     This  is   a  perfect   bail-out,   a   bail-out  at 
the  cost  of  the  taxpayers.     I  feel  that  I  should 
give  my  colleagues  in  the  Council  notice  that  there 
is   such   a   bill   before   the   Legislature.     There  is 
nothing  in  that  bill  which  provides  for  the  sanction 
of  the  City  Council.     It  is  all  within    the  little 
control  of  his   Honor  the   Mayor,   and  the  land 
barons  are  willing  that  it  be  that  way.     Well,  I 
do  not  like  the  odor  surrounding  it.     No  one  can 
accuse  me,  sir,  of  saying  that  I  am  attempting  to 
criticize   his   Honor  the   Mayor  because   I   am   a 
Republican  and  he  is  a  Democrat,  and  the  sponsors 
of  the  bill,  of  which  there  are  many,  have  people 
within  my  own  party.     As  a  matter  of  fact,  the 
one  who  actually  attached  his  signature  to  it  is 
the   so-called   majority   whip    of    the   Republican 
House  of  Representatives.     I  say  that  this  pro- 
posed legislation,  if  enacted  in  its  present  form, 
will  make  it  possible  to  have  too  much  graft  and 
corruption.     I    am    not    against    the    creation    of 
more  parking  space  in  the  City  of  Boston.     We 
have  a  traffic  situation  which  does  exist  and  which 
should    be    remedied.     But    I    say    that    simply 
because  we  have  a  bad  condition  which  exists  does 
not  alter  the  fact  that  the  taxpayers  of  the  city 
should  be  made  to  pay  the  costs  of  a  legal  steal  to 
the  tune  of  .$5,000,000.     I  say  that  every  possible 
safeguard   should   be   provided   in   this   proposed 
legislation,  so  that  the  citizenry  of  the  city  will  be 
adequately   protected.     Now,    sir,    I    have    given 
•  this    information    to    the    members'  of    the    City 
Council,   who    I    do    not    believe  know  anything 
about  it  up  to  this  point.     But  that  bill  is  pending 
before  the  Legislature.     We  are  not  considered  in 
it,  to  my  knowledge.     It  is  a  little  concentration 
of  power.     Certain  organizations  in  the  city  are 
willing  that  his  Honor  the  Mayor  have  that  power, 
and  apparently  the  majority  whip  of  the  Legis- 
lature, the  gentleman  from  Revere,  is  also  willing 
that   his   Honor   the   Mayor   and   his    appointees 
shall  have  sole  power.     Apparently  the    Chamber 
of   Commerce   and   the   Boston   Real   Estate   Ex- 
change   and    other    organizations    who    have    the 
reputation  of  trying  for  improvements  and  who 
enjoy  a  good  reputation  also  approve  of  his  Honor 
the  Mayor  having  this  power.     It  looks  as  if  this 
proposed  legislation  might  go  through.     I  thought 
it   behooved    me,    recognizing    the    possibility    of 
legal    larceny   taking   place    under   the  proposed 
terms  of  the  legislation,   I  thought,  sir,  that  the 
public  should   be   acquainted   with   this,   and   ac- 
quainted with  it  fully.     The  bill  as  drafred  does 
not  assure  me  that  this  thing  can  be  carried  out 
for   the   full     benefit   of   the   public   in   this   city. 


When  I  say  that,  I  mean  there  is  no  assurance 
that  the  parcels  of  property  to  be  selected  by  his 
Honor  the  Mayor  and  his  other  appointees  will 
be  in  places  where  they  will  relieve  the  traffic 
situation.  There  is  no  assurance  that  parcels  of 
broken-down  property  down  around  Atlantic 
avenue  and  other  places  that  are  tumbled  down 
or  vacant,  and  carry  high  assessed  valuations — 
which  land  the  city  will  take  anyway  in  a  couple  of 
years  for  non-payment  of  taxes — there  is  no 
assurance  that  these  buildings  in  remote  sections 
of  the  city  will  not  be  taken  for  the  supposed  pur- 
pose of  relieving  traffic.  There  is  a  lot  involved. 
It  is  five  million  dollars  which  the  taxpayers  of 
Boston  will  eventually  be  called  upon  to  pay. 
One  man  with  his  appointees  will  have  jurisdiction 
over  it.  The  Boston  Chamber  of  Commerce  and 
Boston  Real  Estate  Exchange  have  criticized  you 
and  me  on  many  occasions  because  of  our  failure 
to  cut  the  tax  rate.  Apparently  they  are  willing 
his  Honor  the  Mayor  shall  have  this  power.  It 
may  be  all  right,  but  I  say,  sir,  the  present  bill, 
in  the  form  in  which  it  is,  is  capable  of  inflicting 
upon  the  citizenry  of  Boston  a  legal  larceny  of 
five  milllion  dollars.  I  say  that  this  bill  never 
should  be  passed  in  its  present  form,  that  it  should 
be  corrected  so  as  to  prevent  any  possible  land 
steals.  I  hope  my  colleagues,  because  of  my 
brief  r6sume  of  the  facts  surrounding  this  bill, 
knowing  their  willingness  to  correct  the  traffic 
situation,  will  somehow  communicate  with  their 
representatives  from  Boston  their  thoughts  on 
the  matter.  I  know  I  am  willing  to  go  along  with 
any  reasonable  piece  of  legislation  which  will  help 
remedy  the  traffic  situation.  I  am  sure  my  col- 
leagues here  will.  But  I  will  not  go  along  with 
this  piece  of  legislation  which,  to  my  way  of 
thinking,  will  enable  land  barons  to  get  a  lot  of 
money  and  make  it  in  collusion  with  others.  I 
think  we  should  make  every  effort  to  see  that 
adequate  safeguards  are  provided  in  this  legis- 
lation in  order  to  protect  the  taxpayers  of  the  City 
of  Boston. 

President  KELLY — Councilor  Chase  asks  sus- 
pension of  the"  rules  and  passage  of  the  order. 

Coun.  HANNON— Mr.  President,  I  do  not 
know  what  the  order  is.  We  would  be  put  in  a 
peculiar  position.  I  do  not  think  the  gentleman 
is  familiar  enough  with  the  wording  of  the  legis- 
lation. We  have  a  Committee  on  Legislative 
Matters.  We  ought  to  look  into  it.  I  would  like 
to  say  to  the  gentleman  from  Beacon  Hill  that  we 
should  make  this  subject  to  the  approval  of  the 
City  Council.  Let  us  get  action  at  the  Legislature. 
I  am  not  going  to  make  a  motion.  I  object  to 
suspension  of  the  rules  and  adoption  of  the  order 
until  we  know  what  it  is  about. 

Coun.   FISH — Mr.   President,   let   us  have   the 
order  read,  please. 
(The  order  is  read.) 

Coun.  FISH — I  move  it  be  sent  to  the  Legis- 
lative Committee. 

President    KELLY — The   order    is    referred    to 
the  Committee  on  Legislative  Matters. 
Passed  under  suspension  of  the  rule. 


PARKING  ON  MASSACHUSETTS  AVENUE, 
WARD    4. 

Coun.  CHASE  offered  the  following: 
Ordered,  That  the  Boston  Traffic  Commission 
be  requested,  through  his  Honor  the  Mayor,  to 
conduct  a  survey  amongst  the  merchants  on 
Massachusetts  avenue  with  a  view  to  determining 
the-  advisability  of  reducing  the  parking  privileges 
on  Massachusetts  avenue,  Ward  4,  from  two  hours 
to  one  hour. 


INVESTIGATION  OF  NUMBER  OF  CITY 
EMPLOYEES  BY  FINANCE  COM- 
MISSION. 

Coun.  LINEHAN  offered  the  following: 
Ordered,  That  the  City  of  Boston  Finance 
Commission  make  an  early  investigation  of  the 
number  of  both  temporary  and  permanent  em- 
ployees of  the  City  of  Boston  eliminated  and 
dropped  by  pensions,  resignations,  etc.,  and  the 
number  of  permanent  and  temporary  employees 
added  to  the  pay  rolls  of  the  City  of  Boston;  also 
include  the  number  of  war  veterans  employed  by 
the  City  of  Boston  from  January  1,  1946,  to  date. 
These  statistics  shall  be  compiled  for  the  period  of 
January  7,  1946,  up  to  the  date  of  report. 


U41i 


CITY    COUNCIL. 


Coun.  1.1X1  ! I  \\  Mi.  President,  for  the  Erst 
time  since  1  have  been  a  member  of  6he  Boston 
Cit\  Council  1  have  signed  and  Bled  an  order 
asking  the  Finance  Commission  to  make  an 
investigation.  1  always  thought  the  time  would 
never  come  when  1  would  do  that.  His  Honor  i In- 
Mayoi  forced  me  to  do  so.  If  you  noticed,  as  the 
clerk  read  the  particular  order,  there  is  a  slight 
change  in  it,  in  fact,  two  changes.  First,  the 
Finance  Commission  will  make  the  investigation. 
1  also  said  near  the  end  of  it  that  wo  will  have  a 
report  on  the  number  of  World  War  veterans  put 
to  work  for  the  City  of  Boston  since  the  first  of  (lie 
year.  Now  I  think  earlier  the  councilors  agreed 
we  should  get  this  information.  I  sincerely  hope 
thc\  have  not  changed  their  opinions.  There  is 
no  other  way  we  can  do  it  without  going  to  tho 
Attorney-General  and  to  the  court.  I  personally 
will  not  go  to  the  Attorney-General  or  to  the 
courts  without,  taking  all  the  available  steps 
necessary  in  our  city  government;  Tho  next  step 
is  the  Finance  Commission.  Personally,  I  do  not 
.know  what  the  Finance  Commission  is  going  to 
find  here.  But  I  think  we  ought  to  find  out  just 
what  the  city's  situation  is,  whether  it  is  to  the 
credit  of  his  Honor  the  Mayor  or  whether  it  is  to 
his  discredit.  It  is  about  time  we  members  of  the 
City  Council  started  to  get  going  and  do  some- 
thing for  the  veterans.  As  you  know,  his  Honor 
the  Mayor,  according  to  the  City  Record,  in  one 
of  his  speeches  said  most  people  were  giving  lip 
service  to  the  veterans.  Up  to  this  time  I  cer- 
tainly have  not  seen  any  orders  or  any  requests 
from  him  to  assist  any  veteran,  unless  you  want 
to  consider  tho  veteran  service  center  which  ho 
abolished — and  then  put  in  a  new  board  and  put 
in  his  own  men.  I  am  not  going  to  talk  any 
longer.  I  am  going  to  assume  the  Council  is 
going  along  with  it,  due  to  the  fact  it  is  the  only 
means  available  which  is  left  in  the  city  by  which 
we  can  get  this  information.  I  sincerely  hope  the 
Council  will  go  along  with  it. 

The  order  was  passed  under  suspension  of  the 
rule. 


CONFERENCE  RE  CATHEDRAL  HOUSING 
PROJECT. 

Coun.  LINEHAN  offered  the  following: 

Ordered,  That  his  Honor  the  Mayor  arrange  at 
the  earliest  possible  date  a  conference  in  regard  to 
the  proposed  Cathedral  Housing  Project  and 
include  in  the  invitations  to  this  conference  the  fol- 
lowing: members  of  the  Boston  Housing  Author- 
ity; City  of  Boston  Building  Commissioner;  repre- 
sentatives of  the  State  Department  of  Public 
Safety;  representative  of  the  Massachusetts  State 
Housing  Board;  representative  of  the  Federal 
Public  Housing  Administration;  President  of  the 
Massachusetts  Senate  and  Speaker  of  the  House 
of  Representatives  and  members  of  the  Committee 
on  Housing  of  the  Boston  City  Council.  This 
conference  is  to  be  held  for  the  purpose  of  over- 
coming the  present  City  of  Boston  building  laws 
which  prohibit  the  construction  of  the  Cathedral 
Project  at  the  present  time,  according  to  a  ruling 
by  the  Building  Commissioner. 

Coun.  LINEHAN — Mr.  President,  if  you  can 
get  some  of  the  councilors  quiet,  we  might  impress 
them  with  the  purpose  of  the  order. 

President  KELLY — Quiet,  please. 

Coun.  LINEHAN — Mr.  President,  for  one  year, 
the  year  1945,  up  to  January,  1946,  I  served  as  an 
unpaid  member  of  the  Boston  Housing  Authority. 
My  term  expired  the  first  or  second  week  of 
January.  His  Honor  the  Mayor  saw  fit  to  replace 
me  with  his  own  appointee.  I  am  mentioning 
this  merely  to  show  you  I  am  fairly  well  ac- 
quainted with  the  Cathedral  Project  because,  while 
I  was  a  member  of  the  Board,  we  considered  the 
Cathedral  Project  day  after  day  through  the  year 
L945.  We  had  trouble  with  architects.  In  fact, 
we  finally  had  two  architects  design  the  project. 
Lo  and  behold,  the  latest  design  was  approved  by 
professors  of  housing  and  architecture.  I  wish  the 
gentleman  from  Ward  12  (Coun.  Cook)  would 
waving  his  hand.  He  is  pretty  good  in 
talking  himself. 

Coun.  COOK — I  hope  the  councilor  does  not 
misconstrue  my  motion.  I  was  motioning  to  some 
one  in  the  gallery,  I  have  the  greatest  respect  for 
the  councilor  from  Ward  7  (Coun.  Linehan).  I 
am  listening  with  deep  intert    I 


Coun.  LINEHAN — I  wish  he  would  look  at  me. 
It    happens    I    am    trying    to    give    the    councilor 
it:f   rir.fitirr.  whirl'.  I  think  is  important  en  a  very 
vital  subject  which  confronts  the  City  of  Boston — 
housing    for    veterans.      As    I     said     before,     Mr. 
President,   we   have  had   quite  a  few  obstacles   I" 
overcome  in  the  Cathedral  Project.     Finally,   we 
thought  wo  had  them  all  solved  or  overcome.     We 
had  the  State  Board  of  Housing  approve  the  plans. 
Then  finally  the  Federal  Public.  Housing  Adminis- 
tration approved  the  plans.     Mind  you,  this  took 
months.     While  all  those  months  were  going  on, 
the    war   veterans   were  coming   back   from   war. 
Many  of  them  were  married  and  had  children,  and 
were  trying  to  get  a  place  to  live.     I  am  assuming 
all  the  councilors  read  the  publicity  that  has  been 
in  the  newspapers  in  the  last  few  days  on  housing. 
Therefore,  they  are  acquainted  with  the  fact  we 
do  need  housing  for  veterans.     Well,  coming  down 
to  nearly  the  end  of  PJ45,  under  the  administration 
of  the  last'Mayor  of  this  city,  before  the  inaugur- 
ation, you  might  say,  of  the  in-coming  Mayor,  just 
when  we  thought  we  had  that  project  ready  to  go, 
all  approved  by  the  State  and  Federal  agencies, 
which  was  required,  and  during  that  time  we  also 
had     representatives    from     the     Building     Com- 
missioner's office  in  1945  coming  up  and  looking 
at  the  plans  and  expressing  the  belief  it  was  a  very 
good  plan  for  the  type  of  housing  desired,  with  all 
of  this  approval,  out  of  a  clear  sky  in  1945  while 
I   was  a  member  of  the  Housing  Authority,   the 
Congressman,  now  Mayor  of  the  City  of  Boston, 
objected  to  the  height  of  the  building.  'Can  you 
imagine?     After    we   had    been    talking   and    dis- 
cussing the  plans  for  this  Cathedral  Project,  after 
all  of  that,  a  member  of  Congress  in   1945,  who 
certainly    had    access    to     the    Boston     Housing 
Authority    and    to    the    Federal    Public    Housing 
Authority  to  see  what  was  going  on,  after  all  the 
money   had   been   spent — $90,000,    they   say,   has 
been  spent  for  the  plans — he  voices  his  objection 
because  we  have  twelve-story  buildings  and  ten- 
story  buildings,   all  the  way  down  to   whatever 
•  they  have.     Now,  of  course,  at  that  time  he  was 
not  Mayor  of  the  city.     He  was  Congressman.     I 
might  say  to  the  credit  of  the  last  Mayor  of  the 
city,  seeing  he  does  not  get  much  credit  around 
here,  not  once  did  Mayor  Kerrigan  ever  interfere 
with   me.     I   believe  that  goes   with   every  other 
member  of  the  Housing  Authority.     Not  once  did 
he  interfere  with  the  workers  of  the  Boston  Housing 
Authority.     Now,     the     Congressman     said     he 
objected   because   he   wanted   one   and   two-story 
buildings  in  the  Cathedral  Project.     As  a  matter 
of  fact,  the  Congressman  must  have  known  as  a 
Congressman   and   as   a  public   servant  that  you 
could  not,  under  the  law  and  under  the  regulations 
which  apply  to  housing,  build  one  and  two-story 
buildings  on   that  particular  site  because  of   the 
high  cost  of  the  land.     It  was  legally  impossible. 
He  as  Congressman  probably  knew  it.     It  is  all 
right  to  have  him  say  he  wanted  one  and  two-story 
buildings  for  veterans,  but  I  as  a  veteran  say  isn't 
it  much  better   to  have   many   more  apartments 
that   take   care   of   many   more   veterans   in   that 
particular,   site?     I    think    there   are    512    or    514 
apartments     under     the     present     plan.     Under 
Congressman  Curley's  recommendation,  if  it  was 
possible  to  put  it  into  effect,  I  do  not  think  we 
would  have  had  any  more  than  50  or  80  apart- 
ments at  the  top.     I   think  the  gentleman  from 
Ward  8  (Coun.  Hurley)  is  more  familiar  with  the 
particular   site   as   to   the   dimensions   and   as    to 
whether  or  not  you  could  have  more  apartments 
than  that.     Now,   what  did   we   run   up  against? 
We  ran  up  against  an  obstacle  in  the  building  code 
of  the  City  of  Boston,   which,   by  the  way,   was 
adopted  by  this  Honorable  Body  on  May  17,  1943, 
and   later,   on   December  20,    1943,   amended.     I 
dare   say    there    were   not   many   councilors    who 
knew  much  about  what  was  in  the  building  code. 
There  is  one  provision  in  the  building  code,  adopted 
by   this   Council   after   enactment   by   the    Legis- 
lature, which  gives  the  Building  Commissioner  the 
right  to  say  "No,  this  project  shall  not  be  built, 
because  the  two  means  of  access  and  exit  are  too 
reirtote."     But  it  happens  that,  as  far  as  the  two 
means  of  exit  and  egress  are  concerned,  between 
the  two  there  is  a  thick  fire  wall  which  prevents 
fire  from  escaping  from  one  side  to  the  other,  in 
the  event  we  have  a  fire.     By  the  way,  might  I 
say  about  housing  projects,  when  it  comes  to  fires, 
we  have  had  so  few  fires  in  the  Housing  Author- 
ity's properties  that  it  is  really  marvelous.     I  do 
remember    one    particular    incident    which    took 
place    in    the    Charlestown    Project,    which    the 
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Charlestown  councilor  can  verify,  in  which  there 
was  a  very  good  fire  in  one  apartment.  Even 
though  that  was  a  good  fire,  there  was  absolutely 
no  effect  to  speak  of  outside  of  the  one  apartment. 
That  is  how  safely  the  Boston  Housing  Authority's 
brick  buildings  are  constructed. 

Coun.  MUCHNICK— Will  the  gentleman 
yield  for  a  question? 

Coun.  LINEHAN — If  it  is  on  housing,  gladly. 

Coun.  MUCHNICK — It  is  on  housing,  and  the 
means  of  egress. 

President  KELLY — State  your  question. 

Coun.  MUCHNICK— If  these  buildings  are  so 
well  constructed  and  are  so  well  fireproofed,  why 
is  it  we  bother  with  those  stairways?  Why  have 
only  one  instead  of  two? 

Coun.  LINEHAN — Because  the  law  says  we 
must  have  two  means  of  egress  in  the  building  code. 

Coun.  MUCHNICK— Mr.  President,  will  the 
gentleman  yield  for  another  question? 

Coun.  LINEHAN — On  housing,  gladly. 
^  Coun.  MUCHNICK— On  housing  and  egress. 
The  law  or  building  code  also  requires  that  those 
two  means  of  egress,  in  order  to  effect  the  maximum 
safety,  be  at  opposite  ends  of  the  building,  doesri't 
it? 

Coun.  LINEHAN — They  shall  be  remote. 
They  shall  be  not  too  close  together. 

Coun.  MUCHNICK — Not  two  stairways  broken 
by  one  fire  wall  adjoining? 

Coun.  LINEHAN — I  do  not  know  whether  he 
is  asking  a  question  or  stating  a  fact. 

Coun.  MUCHNICK— That  was  part  of  the 
question,  Mr.  President. 

Coun.  LINEHAN— Mr.  President,  may  I  tell 
the  gentleman  from  Ward  14  (Coun.  Muchnick) 
that  the  fire  wall  naturally  is  put  in  to  the  plans 
and  ultimately,  I  hope,  in  the  construction  of  the 
buildings,  so  that  this  would  be  a  separation  of  one 
side  of  the  building  from  the  other,  so  that  it 
answers  the  purpose,  as  he  says,  in  the  opposite 
ends  of  the  building.  In  the  opinion  of  experts — 
a  Harvard  architect  (I  do  not  remember  the 
gentleman's  name),  a  gentleman  from  Technology, 
and  other  architects — the  building  plans  of  this 
project  were  approved  as  being  one  of  the  best 
and  finest  they  have  ever  seen.  There  is  a  pro- 
vision in  the  building  code  which  says: 

"Section  105A.  The  city  of  Boston,  for  the 
purposes  of  the  prevention  of  fire  and  the  preser- 
vation of  life,  health  and  morals,  or  for  any  of  such 
purposes,  may  from  time  to  time,  by  ordinance 
and  upon  the  written  recommendation  of  the 
building  commissioner  of  the  board  of  appeal, 
regulate  the  inspection,  materials,  construction, 
alteration,  repair,  height,  area,  location  and  use 
of  buildings  and  other  structures  in  said  city 
.,"  and  so  forth,  which  seems  to  signify 
that  perhaps  the  Building  Commissioner  has  the 
right  to  make  a  recommendation  to  this  Honor- 
able Body  to  enact  an  ordinance  which  would 
change  the  present  law.  As  a  matter  of  fact,  I 
would  like  to  ask  the  clerk  at  this  time  whether  or 
not  he  is  familiar  enough  with  this  code  to  tell  me 
if  the  City  Council  on  its  own  can  enact  an  ordi- 
nance so  that  it  is  possible  to  construct  the  Cathe- 
dral Project. 

President  KELLY — I  am  informed  there  must 
first  be  a  recommendation  to  that  effect  from  the 
Building  Commissioner. 

Coun.  LINEHAN— Well,  Mr.  President,  I 
want  to  emphazie  that  it  is  not  the  lack  of  action 
upon  the  part  of  the  members  of  the  Boston  City 
Council  that  the  Cathedral  Project  is  not  being 
constructed.  The  Building  Commissioner  of  the 
City  of  Boston  has  ruled  that  the  type  of  building 
which  is  planned  is  not  appropriate  under  the  City 
of  Boston  building  code.  Then  again  they  tell  ma 
there  was  a  meeting  here  this  afternoon  in  the 
Mayor's  office,  or  somewhere  in  the  building  here, 
and  they  were  going  to  do  some  kind  of  compromis- 
ing. I  do  not -know  what  kind  of  compromising. 
I  sincerely  hope  it  is  enough  compromising  so  that 
they  get  going  and  save  almost  a  million  dollars 
already  invested  in  this  project.  Regardless  of 
the  money,  the  primary  obligation  is  to  hurry  up 
and  get  the  project  started  so  that  we  will  have 
housing  for  veterans  and  their  families.  The  rule 
now  is  only  veterans  with  their  families  can  get 
into  housing  projects.  The  indications  are  that 
the  rule  will  probably  go  after  this  housing  project 
is  constructed.  I  brought  out  the  fact  that  his 
Honor  the  Mayor  as  Congressman  objected  to 
this  particular  plan  when  he  was  Congressman  a 
long  time  after  much  of  the  work  had  been  done 
on  it.  Now,  three  or  four  months  after  he  has 
voiced  his  opinion  that  he  wanted  one  and  two 


stories  on  that  particular  site,  we  have  as  Building 
Commissioner  a  man  who  ruled  it  is  not  a  proper 
type  of  construction.  If  it  is  possible — and  I 
really  do  not  know  whether  it  is  possible — if  the 
Building'  Commissioner,  in  all  due  respect  to  his 
conscience,  can  be  influenced  by  experts,  by 
engineers,  by  architects,  all  the  men  who  go  into 
a  job  of  deciding  what  building  is  safe  and  what  is 
not  safe,  now,  if  all  of  these  so-called  experts  that 
I  heard  when  I  was  a  member  of  the  Authority 
passed  good  judgment  upon  the  plans  for  the 
present  construction  of  the  Cathedral  Project, 
then  I  think  we  might  get  somewhere  in  this  proj- 
ect. Now,  mind  you,  the  Mayor  of  the  City  of 
Boston  a  short  while  ago  as  Mayor  announced  the 
project  was  going  to  start  in  June.  That  was 
about  two  months  ago.  Well,  June  is  right 
around  the  corner.  The  veterans  are  getting 
pretty  well  sick  of  no  action  for  them  in  City  Hall 
and  in  the  State  Legislature.  I  do  not  mind 
telling  you  one  of  these  days  they  are  really  going 
to  get  together.  They  will  really  start  putting  the 
pressure  on  things.  Up  to  now  it  is  pathetic  how 
the  veterans,  in  my  opinion,  are  so  unorganized 
in  so  far  as  getting  things  done  for  the  present 
World  War  II  veterans.  There  is  nothing  much 
being  done.  That  goes  for  all  the  organizations, 
in  my  opinion.  In  conclusion,  may  I  say  this, 
that  if  any  action  can  be  taken  at  all  by  his  Honor 
the  Mayor  and  the  Building  Commissioner,  after 
listening  to  intelligent  opinions,  if  those  opinions 
are  in  favor  of  constructing  the  Cathedral  Project 
under  the  present  plans,  then  I  sincerely  hope  his 
Honor  the  Mayor,  if  he  will  at  least  voice  an 
opinion  to  his  Building  Commissioner  that  he 
thinks  the  project  should  be  built,  it  would  be 
built  in  June. 

Coun.  MUCHNICK— Mr.  President,  talking  on 
the  motion,  I  think  we  have  an  obligation  not  only 
to  provide  housing  for  the  veterans  but  to  provide 
safe  housing  for  the  veterans  or  anybody  else  in 
the  city.  The  Cathedral  Project  contemplates 
two  twelve-story  buildings,  several  ten-story 
buildings,  and  some  other  six  stories  in  height. 
We  have  a  building  code  which  says  the  con- 
struction of  means  of  egress  in  those  buildings  is 
not  proper.  That  building  code  was  the  result 
not,  as  one  newspaper  put  it,  of  a  moment  of 
hysteria  over  the  Cocoanut  Grove  fire,  but  it  was 
the  result  of  years  of  study  by  architects,  engineers, 
builders,  contractors,  and  everybody  in  the 
industry.  It  seems  to  me  we  owe  a  duty  to  the 
veterans  and  to  everyone  else  in  the  city  before  we 
put  them  in  twelve-story  buildings,  to  make  sure 
we  give  them  every  possible  means  of  safety.  I 
know  something  about  fireproofing. 

Coun.  LINEHAN— Will  the  gentleman  yield? 

Coun.  MUCHNICK— Gladly. 

Coun.  LINEHAN — Would  the  gentleman  from 
Ward  14  (Coun.  Muchnick)  care  to  give  an  opinion 
whether  or  not  he  would  prefer  housing  veterans 
in  Camp  McKay  buildings  or  in  a  brick  building 
with  a  fire  wall  in  between  two  means  of  egress? 

Coun.  MUCHNICK— I  would  prefer  to  house 
veterans  in  any  building  that  is  safe,  as  safe  as  we 
can  make  it.  If  Camp  McKay  is  not  safe,  let  us 
not  house  them  there.  If  the  proposed  Cathedral 
Project  is  not  safe,  let  us  not  house  them  there, 
either.  We  have  here  a  situation  where  the  build- 
ings are  fireproof.  Now,  fireproof  does  not  mean 
it  will  never  burn  completely.  It  merely  prolongs 
the  time  which  it  takes  to  burn  them  down.  We 
had  a  fire  the  other  day  at  Brandon  Hall  in 
Brookline.  It  was  a  building  of  first-class  fire- 
proof construction.  It  burned  to  the  ground  in  a 
short  time.  We  recently  had  some  fires  in  the 
Back  Bay,  on  Belvidere  street  and  elsewhere, 
brick  buildings,  fireproof  construction,  as  of  the 
standards  of  the  day  in  which  they  were  built. 
They  were  not  adequate  to  meet  the  demand. 
We  finally  have  a  building  code  here  which  is  a 
strict  one,  no  doubt,  but  it  was  made  strict  in 
order  to  meet  safety  requirements.  I  think  this 
Council  ought  to  go  slowly  in  the  interest  of  the 
veterans  before  the  recommendation  is  made  that 
we  do  anything  that  might  harm  the  safety  devices 
that  have  been  established. 

Coun.  LINEHAN— Mr.  President,  may  I 
answer  the  gentleman  from  Ward  14  (Coun. 
Muchnick)? 

Coun.  MUCHNICK— I  did  not  ask  anything. 

Coun.  LINEHAN — I  merely  state  that  at  no 
time  during  my  talk  did  I  insist  that  the  present 
plans  be  put  into  effect  as  far  as  the  construction 
of  the  Cathedral  Project  is  concerned,  unless  duly 
authorized  experts  expressed  their  approval.  If 
the  gentleman  from   Ward   14   can  state   I   have 
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over  said   that,    1    will   abolish    the   remarks  and 
apologias,  but   1  do  doI   think  1  ever  made  the 

Statement  . 

Coun.  MUCHNICK— 1  do  not  say  thai  the 
gentleman  from  Ward  7  (Coun.  Linehan)  said  it, 
Mi.  President,  1  agree  with  him  thai  the  project 
should  be  held  up  until  dulj  constituted  authorities 
agree  it  is  safe. 

l'hr  order  was  passed  under  suspension  of  the 
rule. 


RETENTION   OF   PRESENT  O.P.A.    LAWS. 

Coun.  LINEHAN  offered  t lie  following: 
Whereas,  The  National  House  of  Representatives 
have  amended  the  O.P.A.  laws  to  such  an  extent 
that  many  of  the  ceiling  prices  on  goods,  mer- 
chandise, etc.,  will  be  emasculated  to  such  an 
extent  that  if  such  amendments  are  permitted  to 
become  law  out  economic  price  control  structure 
shall  be  shattered,  resulting  in  higher  prices  to  the 
buying  public,  and 

Whereas,  The  demand  for  merchandise  is  so 
great  at  this  time  that  it  is  possible  that  prices 
will  go  up  as  high  as  50  per  cent,  which  will  ulti- 
mately result  in  a  buyers'  strike  and  a  sharp 
recession  in  business  which  would  create  unem- 
ployment, therefore,  be  it 

Resolved,  That  tiie  City  Council  of  the  City  of 
Boston  request  the  members  of  Congress  to  restore 
the  O.P.A.  laws  in  their  present  effective  form. 

President  KELLY — Referred  to  the  Committee 
on  Hides. 

Coun.  MUCHNICK— Mr.  President. 
President  KELLY — No  debate. 
Coun.     MUCHNICK — I     want     to     make     a 
motion.     I  do  not.  want  to  debate. 

President  KELLY — Councilor  Muehnick,  state 
your  motion. 

Coun.  MUCHNICK — Last  week  a  motion  or 
resolution  of  similar  effect  was  offered  by  me, 
which  was  referred  properly  to  the  Committee  on 
Pules.  There  has  been  no  action  by  the  Com- 
mittee on  Rules.  I  think  it  is  an  opportune 
moment  to  move  it  be  taken  from  the  Committee 
on  Rules,  and  I  therefore  move  to  that  effect. 

President  KELLY — The  question  is  on  taking 
the  resolution  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Rules 
last  week  from  the  committee. 

Coun.  SULLIVAN— Mr.  President,  I  would  like 
to  ask  the  chairman  of  the  Committee  on  Rules  if 
he  held  a  meeting  last  week? 

Coun.  LANE — No  meeting  was  held.  A 
meeting  will  be  held  Thursday  of  this  week,  very 
likely. 

Coun.  LINEHAN — Speaking  on  the  motion, 
Mr.  President,  if  I  remember  correctly,  time  is  of 
the  essence  in  this  matter.  I  understand  from  the 
newspapers  the  House  of  Representatives  have 
voted  to  emasculate  the  0.  P.  A.  I  understand  it 
will  be  going  up  for  debate  in  the  Senate  in  the 
next  few  days.  So  that,  in  order  to  get  any 
benefit  from  this  particular  order,  immediate 
action  is  necessary.  I  am  glad  to  hear  the  gentle- 
man from  Ward  14  (Coun.  Muehnick)  introduced 
an  order  last  week.  I  was  not  here.  I  did  not 
realize  he  had  filed  it.  If  I  had  known  it,  I  would 
not  have  filed  this  order.  I  am  not  just  quoting 
my  own  authority,  you  might  say,  on  economics. 
If  the  so-called  O.  P.  A.  amendments  are  adopted 
which  will  lift  the  price  restrictions  which  now 
prevail  in  our  economic  structure,  here  is  what  can 
happen,  according  to  a  learned  economist.  As  to 
the  consequence  of  the  destruction  of  the  price 
control  structure,  an  informed  estimate  has  been 
ecured  from  an  economist  whose  past  record 
shows  him  to  be  the  most  impartial  in  Wasn- 
ington,  according  to  I  his  source.  The  ultimate 
over-all  peace  rise  in  prices  will  be  as  much  as 
50  per  cent.  With  the  collapse  of  price  control 
i hen-  would  be  an  initial  flurry  and  a  sharp  rise  on 
goods  much  in  demand.  Thereafter,  wholesale 
prices  would  climb  at  the  rate  of  2  per  cent  and 
3  per  cent  monthly,  with  retail  prices  wholly 
reflecting  and  perhaps  exaggerating  these  increases. 
Then,  along  about  next  winter  there  will  be  three 
months  of  violent  price  rising  much  sharper  than 
any  preceding  ones  which  would  result  in  a  bearish 
and  a  shall;  recession.  Now,  Mr.  President, 
what  do  the  people  of  this  nation  face  at  this  time? 
Let  us  say  you  want,  to  buy  a  new  car.  I  happen 
to  be  in  the  market  for  a  car.  If  you  go  around 
shopping,  aftei  awhile  you  will  come  to  the  con- 
ii  and  hear  it  whispered  to  you,  if  you  want 


to  turn  your  old  car  in  that  is  worth  .$800,  if  you 
waul  to  lake  $400,  you  might  be  able  to  get  a  car. 
That  is  one  way  they,  are  getting  around  the 
O.  P.  A.  If  they  are  caught,  they  get  penalized. 
What  are  we  going  to  do  if  the  O.  P.  A.  restrictions 
are  lifted?  The  businessmen  are  going  to  get 
what  the  traffic  will  bear.  That  has  been  the 
history  of  buying  in  the  market.  The  old  law  of 
supply  and  demand  still  exists.  I  want  it  to  come 
wheti  things  are  normal.  When  things  are  normal 
a  year  from  now,  I  hope  the  O.  P.  A.  is  dropped 
entirely,  but  right  now  we  are  not  in  a  period  of 
normalcy.  We  are  in  a  period  where  people  have 
all  kinds  of  money  to  spend.  They  are  in  the 
market  for  automobiles,  washing  machines,  re- 
frigerators, nylon  stockings,  and  everything  else. 
Good  o|d  nylon  stockings!  The  poor  old  sellers 
cannot  get  over  $1.05  or  whatever  they  get  in  the 
United  States  under  the  O.  P.  A.  ceiling.  They 
send  them  to  South  America  where  you  can  buy 
them  for  $5  and  $6.  If  the  O.  P.  A.  restriction's 
are  lifted,  I  say  this — anybody  working  for  a  small 
salary  of  about  $40  to  $60  a  week  is  going  to  find 
his  dollar  cut,  so  that,  his  $60  will  be  worth  about 
$30  or  $40  a  week  in  purchasing  power  about  six 
months  from  now.  I  sincerely  hope  that  the 
motion  of  the  gentleman  from  Ward  14  (Coun. 
Muehnick)  will  prevail,  and  that  his  order  will  be 
adopted  as  long  as  it  is  quite  similar  to  the  one 
I  filed.  I  sincerely  hope  the  councilors  will  go 
along  and  take  it  out  of  the  Committee  on  Rules, 
of  which  I  am  a  member,  so  that  we  might  get 
some  beneficial  result  this  week  and  not  next 
week,  when  it  will  be  too  late. 

President  KELLY — The  question  is  on  taking 
the  matter  from  the  Committee  on  Rules. 

Coun.  MUCHNICK— Mr.  President,  talking 
on  the  motion,  as  the  councilor  from  Ward  7 
(Coun.  Linehan)  well  said,  time  is  very  much 
of  the  essence.  The  Senate  is  holding  its  hearings 
this  week.  It  intends  to  conclude  the  hear- 
ings this  week  and  act  on  the  bill  the  first  of  the 
coming  week.  There  is  very  much  that  should 
be  said  pro  and  con  on  this  particular  resolution. 
Most  of  the  men  here  have  made  up  their  minds 
one  way  or  the  other  as  to  whether  they  want 
the  O.  P.  A.  or  not.  It  is  of  vital  importance 
to  every  citizen,  not  only  of  Boston  but  of  the 
country.  I  have  only  one  illustration  as  to  the 
necessity  of  the  O.  P.  A.,  and  with  that  I  will 
close.  We  have  a  ceiling  on  dwelling  rentals 
and  we  have  no  ceiling  on  commercial  rentals. 
There  is  the  same  lack  of  space  in  both  types  of 
real  estate.  Dwelling  unit  rentals  stayed  _at  a 
normal  level,  the  1942  level,  whereas  commercial 
units  jumped  anywhere  from  100  per  cent  to  400 
per  cent  increase  by  way  of  rental.  If  O.  P.  A. 
controls  are  driven  from  other  things  on  which 
they  are  now  and  controls  are  lifted,  we  can  in  a 
short  time  expect  the  same  kind  of  increase. 
With  that  kind  of  inflation,  we  can  look  forward 
a  few  years  from  now  to  the  depression  that  always 
follows  that  kind  of  inflation.  I  sincerely  hope 
the  rules  will  be  suspended  so  that  the  matter 
will  be  brought  back  to  this  Body  and  acted  on 
favorably. 

President  KELLY — The  motion  to  take  from 
the  Committee  on  Rules  requires  fifteen  votes. 

The  motion  to  take  from  the  Committee  on 
Rules  was  carried  by  a  rising  vote  of  sixteen 
members.  The  question  came  on  the  adoption 
of  the  resolution  which  was  as  follows: 

Resolve  (referred  April  22)  that  the  Council 
records  itself  as  opposed  to  the  action  of  National 
House  of  Representatives  in  curtailing  powers  of 
Price  Control  Act  and  urges  Senate  to  reject  the 
bill  as  passed  by  House  and  enact  a  continuation 
of  present  Price  Control  Act. 
The  resolve  was  passed. 


CHANCE 


IN   ORDER   OF   COUNCILOR 
LINEHAN. 


Coun.  LINEHAN— Mr.  President,  I  would  like 
to  ask  unanimous  consent  to  change  my  order  in 
regard  to  the  Finance  Commissioner  making  a 
study  of  the  pay  rolls  of  the  City  of  Boston,  to 
read  "January  7,  1946"  instead  of  "January  1, 
1946." 

President  KELLY — There  being  no  objection, 
it  will  be  so  done. 


APRIL    29,     1946. 
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APPROVAL  OF  PASSAGE  OF  HOUSE  BILL 
NO.    1151. 

Coun.  HURLEY  and  SULLIVAN  offered  the 
following: 

Whereas,  There  is  a  desperate  and  acute  shortage 
of  housing  for  veterans  and  others  of  our  citizenry, 
and 

Whereas,  The  Boston  Housing  Authority  is 
anxious  and  willing  to  relieve  this  shortage  by 
constructing  in  the  South  End  of  Boston  a  housing 
development  which  will  provide  514  homes  for 
those  in  need  of  housing,  and 

Whereas,  The  Boston  Building  Code  and  the 
rules  and  regulations  of  the  Commissioner  of  Public 
Safety  prevent  the  building  of  this  development, 
and 

Whereas,"  The  Building  Commissioner  of  the 
City  of  Boston  has  denied  relief  to  the  Boston 
Housing  Authority,  and 

Whereas,  The  Board  of  Appeal  of  the  City. of 
Boston  has  refused  to  remedy  the  situation,  and 

Whereas,  The  Boston  Housing  Authority  has 
pending  in  the  Committee  on  Military  Affairs  and 
Public  Safety  of  the  Massachusetts  Legislature  a  bill 
known  as  House  No.  1151  which  would  grant  relief 
to  the  Boston  Housing  Authority  and  permit  the 
building  of  this  development  for  war  veterans  and 
persons  of  low  income,  and 

Whereas,  The  Boston  Housing  Authority  de- 
clares that  it  can  build  with  greater  safety  under 
this  proposed  legislation  than  under  the  present 
law,  and 

Whereas,  State  and  local  architectural  and 
engineering  societies  are  on  record  as  favoring  the 
Authority's  proposed  legislation,  and 

Whereas,  The  declaration  of  the  Boston  Housing 
Authority  is  supported  and  sustained  by  the 
experience  of  building  experts  in  the  City  of  New 
York  wherein  such  city  developments  as  proposed 
by  the  Boston  Housing  Authority  are  and  have 
been  for  some  time  successfully  operated,  and 

Whereas,  Other  large  cities  in  the  United  States 
are  constructing  buildings  of  the  same  design  as 
proposed  by  the  Boston  Housing  Authority,  and 

Whereas,  The  National  Bureau  of  Standards 
has  declared  that  the  Boston  Housing  Authority's 
proposed  design  of  the  development  is  more  than 
adequate  for  safety  and  efficiency,  and 

Whereas,  Leading  writers  of  insurance  risks  have 
declared  they  would  insure  the  proposed  develop- 
ment at  lower  premium  rates  than  they  would 
buildings  now  constructed  in  strict  compliance 
with  the  Building  Code  and  Regulations,  and 

Whereas,  The  Boston  City  Council  is  vitally 
interested  in  helping  to  solve  the  present  critical 
housing  shortage  and  thus  aid  those  who  fought  a 
war  for  the  survival  of  democracy,  now,  therefore, 
be  it 

Resolved,  That  the  Boston  City  Council  record 
itself  in  favor  of  House  Bill  No.  1151,  and  be  it 
further 

Resolved,  That  copies  of  this  resolution  be  sent 
to  all  of  the  members  of  the  Massachusetts  State 
Legislature,  including  the  Legislative  Committee 
on  Military  Affairs  and  Public  Safety,  and  to  the 
Speaker  of  the  Massachusetts  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives and  to  the  President  of  the  State  Senate 
and  to  the  Lieutenant-Governor  of  the  Common- 
wealth of  Massachusetts,  and  to  his  Excellency, 
the  Governor. 

Coun.  HURLEY — Mr.  President,  I  introduced 
that  resolution  today  because  that  House  Bill 
is  to  be  heard  by  a  committee  in  the  near  future. 
I  think  it  was  six  years  ago — I  had  just  landed 
in  the  Council  a  couple  of  days — when  I  intro- 
duced an  order  asking  the  Federal  Housing 
Authority  to  build  the  Cathedral  Project.  I  was 
very  happy  when  word  came  from  the  Boston 
Housing  Authority  that  they  had  taken  the  prop- 
erties there  by  right  of  eminent  domain.  I 
visualized  in  my  first  term  in  the  City  Council 
I  was  accomplishing  something.  I  was  going  to 
have  a  beautiful  housing  project  such  as  is  enjoyed 
by  South  Boston  and  Mission  Hill  and  other 
places.  There  was  a  lot  of  delay  regarding  the 
price  of  the  land,  and  then  the  war  came  on. 
There  was  a  question  of  not  getting  materials. 
The  war  ended.  We  are  ready  to  proceed.  We 
find  out  there  is  some  conflict  with  the  new  build- 
ing code  enacted  by  the  Legislature  and  approved 
by  the  Boston  City  Council  a  few  years  ago.  I 
hope,  Mr.  President,  that  we  may  send  copies  to 
the  interested  people  at  the  State  House,  and  that 
something  will  be  done  to  have  this  project  started. 
I  am  going  to  ask  suspension  of  the  rule  on  this 
resolution.     This  is  going  to  be  a  fireproof  project. 


There  may  be  some  way  of  letting  it  proceed 
without  tearing  down  the  entire  code  structure 
for  all  types  of  buildings  in  Boston.  I  would  not 
want  that.  But  I  think,  if  there  is  an  exception 
made,  and  prominent  people  well  versed  in  build- 
ing and  architecture  and  fireproofing  can  convince 
the  Legislature  that  this  is  all  right,  it  will  give 
us  a  chance  to  proceed  immediately  and  build  this 
project.  It  is  very  disheartening,  Mr.  President, 
to  have  people  come  into  your  home  and  to  City 
Hall,  pathetic  cases  of  returned  veterans,  two  or 
three  people  in  their  families,  and  no  place  to  live. 
They  are  living  in  crowded  rooms.  I  had  a  case 
on  Dudley  street  of  a  woman  with  five  children 
living  in  one  room.  That  is  an  unusual  case, 
five  children  and  a  mother  living  in  one  room. 
But  it  is  an  everyday  occurrence  to  have  people 
in  here  who  have  been  all  over  the  world  fighting 
and  then  come  home  and  find  out  that  their 
family  hasn't  a  place  to  live.  I  surely  hope,  Mr. 
President,  this  Body  will  go  along  and  suspend 
the  rules  today.  This  resolution  may  be  for- 
warded to  the  proper  officials  at  Beacon  Hill. 
We  may  get  action  right  away  in  erecting  a  project 
that  will  do  something  for  the  veterans  instead  of 
making  a  lot  of  speeches  and  having  photographs 
in  the  newspapers,  and  telling  them  what  great 
men  they  were,  but  doing  nothing  to  help  them. 
It  is  a  deplorable  condition.  These  soldiers  return 
to  their  families  and  find  out  they  haven't  suitable 
quarters  to  bring  up  their  families.  Mr.  Presi- 
dent, I  move  suspension  of  the  rule  and  the 
passage  of  this  resolution. 

Coun.  SULLIVAN — Mr.  President,  speaking  on 
the  resolution,  I  hope  the  resolution  will  pass. 
I  know  all  resolutions  which  do  not  have  a  direct 
bearing  on  the  city  are  to  be  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  Rules.  But  I  feel  that  this  resolution 
here  has  a  direct  bearing  on  the  city.  It  makes  it 
more  difficult.  There  is  no  other  place  to  put  the 
blame  than  on  the  Boston  Housing  Authority 
themselves.  We  have  tried  to  get  housing  and 
postwar  planning.  What  has  the  Housing  Author- 
ity been  doing  relative  to  postwar  housing? 
Apparently  they  must  have  been  asleep  down 
there.  They  acquired  this  land  three  or  four 
years  ago.  They  could  have  had  the  plans 
submitted  then  to  the  Building  Department  for 
the  approval  of  that  department  before  the  build- 
ing code  was  accepted.  Even  then,  giving  them 
a  Tittle  break,  the  war  was  over  last  year.  They 
were  going  to  start,  and  here  it  is  a  year  later. 
What  is  the  matter  with  the  project  in  South  Bos- 
ton? My  order  of  a  week  ago  asked  the  Housing 
Authority  what  was  holding  up  the  Cathedral 
Project  and  the  project  in  South  Boston?  They 
come  out  at  the  last  minute  stating  that  the 
Federal  Government  would  not  approve  it  because 
it  did  not  have  the  O.  K.  of  the  Building  Com- 
missioner here  in  Boston.  Now  we  have  to  put 
in  a  resolution  and  go  to  the  Legislature,  asking 
them  to  grant  the  Housing  Authority  special 
legislation  to  build  this  particular  project.  There 
is  no  one  else  to  blame.  You  can  throw  it  right 
into  the  lap  of  the  Housing  Authority.  On  this 
new  project  here,  the  ground  should  have  been 
broken  last  year  right  after  the  war.  This  project 
should  be  near  completion  at  this  date  instead  of 
being  squabbled  over  on  account  of  the  building 
code.  I  hope  that  the  members  will  go  along  and 
pass  this  resolution  under  suspension  of  the  rule. 

Coun.  RUSSO— Mr.  President,  I  would  like  to 
ask  through  you  if  the  councilor  from  Ward  9" 
(Coun.  Sullivan)  earlier  in  the  meeting  did  not 
express  a  desire  that  this  order  come  into  Execu- 
tive Session  in  order  to  have  some  of  the  Authority 
there.  I  am  wondering  if  this  is  the  same  order  he 
was  referring  to. 

Coun.  SULLIVAN— That  is  true.  This  is  the 
order.  Since  then,  I  understand  that  several 
department  heads  are  tied  up  and  unable  to  be 
here  this  afternoon.  They  came  to  some  kind  of 
agreement.  There  is  to  be  a  public  hearing  in  the 
South  End  tomorrow  evening,  and  all  these 
department  heads  that  I  requested  to  be  here  are 
going  to  be  present  at  the  public  hearing  tomorrow 
evening. 

Coun.  RUSSO — The  reason  why  I  asked  is  that 
I  was  already  under  the  impression  they  had  been 
notified  to  be  here,  and  they  were  given  ample 
time  to  be  here  in  order  to  give  an  opinion  to  the 
councilors  and  to  give  them  an  opportunity  to 
interrogate  the  proper  authorities.  I  have  in 
mind  also,  Mr.  President,  I  want  to  ask  the  Hous- 
ing Authority — if  I  am  wrong,  I  stand  to  be 
corrected — I  have  been  reading  in  the  newspapers 
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when  12.55  per  square  fool  was  allowed  for  the 
taking  of  t  lu>  land,  where  for  the  pasl  seven  or 
eight  years  I  have  been  fighting  to  have  housing 
projects  in  the  South  End,  ward  3,  the  North  and 
the  West  Ends,  places  thai  are  usually  taken  into 
consideration  in  selecting  a  place  for  a  project. 
Since  housing  Brat  came  into  effect,  why  have  they 
never  received  any  such  housing?  1  am  only 
wondering  if  there  is  anyone  here,  perhaps,  who 
could  inform  nie  how  it  is  they  can  pay  $2.55  per 
square  foot  for  land  taken  in  one  section,  and  then 
clamp  it  down  to  $1.50  per  square  foot  in  another 
section?  What  is  the  law  in  so  far  as  Congress 
and  the  Federal  housing  and  city  housing  authori- 
ties are  concerned'.'  I  believe  there  is  no  one  who 
ran  answer  that.  That  is  the  reason  why  I  was  in 
favor,  because  by  referring  to  the  Executive  Com- 
mittee I  might  get  some  information  on  the 
questions  I  have  just  asked.  Therefore,  if  the 
individuals  were  contacted  earlier  in  the  meeting 
and  they  have  not  shown  up,  I  would  like  to  ask 

vou,    Mr.    President,    with    that     information ■ 

"  Coun.  HANNON— Mr.  President,  will  the 
gentleman  yield? 

Coun.  RUSSO— Gladly. 

Coun.  HANNON— Thank  you,  councilor.  Mr. 
President,  I  rise  to  voice  my  objection  to  the 
passing  of  the  matter  under  suspension  of  the 
rules.  I  do  this  in  all  sincerity  and  fairness 
because  I  have  taken  similar  action  against  a 
matter  proposed  by  the  councilor  from  Ward  3 
(Coun.  Russo).  I  suggest  this  be  sent  to  the 
Committee  on  Legislative  Matters,  in  order  that 
we  might  become  conversant  with  the  proposed 
legislation  that  we  are  asked  to  endorse.  This 
matter  here  asks  us  to  lend  our  endorsement  to  a 
certain  bill  which  is  before  the  Massachusetts 
Legislature.  I  think  the  gentleman  from  Ward  8 
(Coun.  Hurley)  read  it  off  as  Bill  No.  1151.  I  do 
not  know  what  Bill  No.  1151  is.  I  do  not  think 
any  other  member  here  does,  unless  perhaps  the 
gentleman  from  Ward  4  (Coun.  Chase).  I  hope 
that  any  delay  like  that  will  not  be  construed  as 
dilatory.  I  am  doing  it  in  all  honesty  because  I 
object  to  the  gentleman  from  Ward  8  (Coun. 
Hurley)  putting  his  motion  through  under  sus- 
pension of  the  rule  until  we  know  what  the  bill  is. 
If  that  is  done,  if  it  is  referred  to  the  Committee 
on  Legislative  Matters,  then  we  can  hold  a  meeting 
and  we  can  immediately  follow  through  with  the 
proposal  and  let  each  member  of  the  Legislature 
be    notified. 

President  KELLY — Did  you  make  that  as  a 
motion? 

Coun.  HANNON— I  did. 

President  KELLY — Councilor  Hannon  moves 
the  matter  be  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
Legislative  Matters.  Talking  on  the  motion, 
Councilor  Kinsella. 

Coun.  KINSELLA — Mr.  President,  I  would  like 
to  ask  Councilor  Daniel  Sullivan  a  question 
through  you,  if  I  may.  The  Cathedral  Project  has 
been  with  us  close  to  a  week.  I  want  to  ask  if 
Councilor  Hurley  or  Councilor  Sullivan,  or  both  of 
them,  went  to  the  Building  Commissioner  and 
asked  him  to  inject  something  in  the  code  with  our 
permission,  in  order  to  expedite  construction. 

Coun.  SULLIVAN— No,  I  did  not. 

Coun.  KINSELLA — Mr.  President,  we  were 
told  in  1943  that  we  must  take  the  building  code 
designed  after  the  Cocoaniit  Grove  conflagration, 
or,  failing  this,  to  accept  the  code  written  by  the 
Legislature.  We  did  find  that  the  State  Depart- 
ment of  Public  Safety  would  be  required  to  admin- 
ister the  code.  It  might  reasonably  result  in  the 
cancellation  of  the  building  departments  of  the 
cities  and  towns  that  failed  to  use  the  code.  I 
think  Dan  Sullivan  and  other  councilors  here  will 
agree  we  were  under  tremendous  pressure  at  the 
time  to  take  the  code  as  then  drawn  up,  subject  to 
change  by  the  Building  Commissioner  at  stated 
times  in  the  future,  because  of  the  enormity  and 
gravity  of  the  disaster  at  Cocoanut  Grove.  We 
did  accept  the  experienced  judgment  of  the 
Imilders  and  architects.  We  accepted  the  first 
twenty-three  sections,  and  then  eight,  and  then 
two  more.  In  any  case,  my  purpose  in  speaking 
here  today  on  this  is  that  we  are  all  vitally  con- 
cerned with  what  happens  to  veterans  and  housing, 
whether  in  the  city,  state  or  nation.  Things  are 
happening.  I  do  not  believe  anyone  would 
question  my  sincerity  when  I  say  I  am  not  trying 
to  get  into  a  debate  so  far  as  being  quoted  is 
concerned,  but  rather  to  express  my  opinion,  which 
may  be  helpful  to  others  who  bave  this  as  a 
neighborhood  proposition.     Now,   Mr.   President, 


it  appears  to  me  that  the  Building  Commissioner 
of  the  City  of  Boston  is  not  personally  to  blame, 
although  officially  he  may  be  to  blame  for  certain 
decisions.  It  is  not  a  matter  of  personal  choice 
with  him.  I  was  going  to  offer  the  suggestion  that 
the  two  councilors  most  concerned  at  the  present 
lime,  because  of  the  location  of  the  project — those 
two  councilors  being  Councilor  Hurley  and  Coun- 
cilor Sullivan — go  to  Commissioner  Mahoney  and 
ask  him  to  draw  up,  if  he  can,  the  necessary  changes 
as  he  is  permitted  to  do  in  the  code.  He  can  draw 
them  up  and  submit  them  through  us  without 
delay  for  ratification.  That  should  remove  all  of 
the  difficulty  that  apparently  the  sponsors  of  the 
project  have  run  into.  That  would  probably 
circumvent  a  good  deal  of  needless  debate  here, 
because  we  cannot  settle  it  by  simply  an  exchange 
of  words  on  the  floor  of  the  Council.  We  can 
settle  it  by  going  along  with  the  best  judgment  of 
the  Building  Commissioner,  who  alone  has  the 
right  under  the  code  to  make  changes.  The  code 
is  the  law.  The  law  is  the  rule  of  conduct  for  the 
cities  and  towns  in  building  matters.  He  alone 
has  the  right  to  recommend  a  change.  I  feel  we 
will  certify  it  without  needless  debate.  It  is  not 
controversial.  They  are  not  opposed  to  it.  No 
one  says  it  need  not  be  done.  No  one  says,  "We 
do  not  need  housing."  We  do.  I  would  suggest 
that  Councilor  Sullivan  and -Councilor  Hurley  go 
to  Commissioner  Mahoney  and  approach  him  from 
that  angle.  Let  us  now  absolve  Commissioner 
Mahoney  of  all  personal  guilt  for  these  decisions. 
It  may  be  a  matter  which  he  cannot  avoid.  The 
terms  of  the  code  are  not  elastic  enough  for  Com- 
missioner Mahoney  or  anyone  else  to  take  a  flat- 
footed,  arbitrary  stand  which  may  result  in 
bringing  out  a  tremendous  project  that  is  rife  with 
danger  from  one  end  to  the  other.  As  somebody 
well  said  here  today,  there  is  no  need  of  giving 
them  housing  unless  it  is  safe.  Along  with  the 
building  of  it,  we  want  safety  within.  I  suggest 
that  for  whatever  it  is  worth  to  the  two  most 
affected  councilors. 

Coun.  RUSSO— Mr.  President,  I  stated  I  had  no 
objection  so  far  as  this  resolution  was  concerned. 
I  would  like  to  know  if,  in  substance,  the  councilor 
from  Ward  9  (Coun.  Sulliva,n)  could  give  me  some 
information  on  what  this  Bill  No.  1151  comprises. 
I  do  not  want  to  be  a  part  of  anything  that  will 
delay  the  building  of  housing,  even  though  I  have 
not  been  gifted  with  any  one  of  them  in  my  own 
district.  I  do  not  intend  to  deprive  anybody  else 
in  any  section  of  the  city.  I  would  like  to  be 
informed,  if  it  can  be  done,  what  this  Bill  No.  1 151 
consists  of.  Can  Councilor  Sullivan  give  me  the 
information? 

President  KELLY — I  believe  that  is  the  reason 
Councilor  Hannon  made  the  motion  to  refer  it  to 
the  Legislative  Committee.  I  have  been  informed 
that  the  Housing  Authority  and  the  Building 
Department  have  come  to  an  agreement  on  the 
South  End  Housing  Project.  I  do  not  know  what 
it  is.  They  have  come  to  some  kind  of  an  agree- 
ment in  conference  this  afternoon. 

Coun.  RUSSO — I  would  like  to  find  out  the 
agreement. 

President  KELLY — I  cannot  tell  you  what  I  do 
not  know. 

Coun.  RUSSO — If  it  was  $2.55  per  square  foot, 
I  want  to  see  it  go  through. 

Coun.  LINEHAN — I  might  answer  the  coun- 
cilor. * 

Coun.  RUSSO — I  am  glad  to  hear  your  answer. 

Coun.  LINEHAN — You  take  the  total  square 
feet.  You  divide  it  into  the  number  of  dollars 
you  pay  for  the  land  and  buildings  thereon, 
placing  the  cost  of  tearing  down  the  buildings. 
That  will  give  you  whatever  they  say  is  the  cost 
per  square  foot. 

Coun.  RUSSO — I  want  to  thank  my  colleague 
for  giving  me  this  information.  I  have  been 
fighting  for  the  past  seven  years.  I  suggested  a 
long  time  before  this  project  ever  came  into  being — ■ 
having  in  mind  the  condition  that  existed  in  my 
district — I  sugested  even  self-service  elevators 
be  put  in  the  project  in  order  to  bring  the  price 
within  the  means  of  the  Housing  Authority.  It 
seemed  they  were  never  taken  up;  they  have  never 
been  able  to  do  anything  about  it.  However,  I 
am  glad  to  hear  something  has  been  done  even 
though  it  has  taken  seven  years  to  look  into  it. 

President  KELLY — The  question  is  on  referring 
the  matter  to  the  Committee  on  Legislative 
Matters.  At  this  time  the  Chair  will  declare  a 
recess  for  twenty  minutes  for  the  purpose  of 
eating. 

(A  recess  was  taken  from  0  to  0.20  p.  m.) 
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President  KELLY— The  Council  will  be  in 
order.  The  question  before  the  Body  is  referring 
this  resolution  introduced  by  Councilors  Hurley 
and  Sullivan  to  the  Legislative  Committee. 

Coun.  SCANNELL— Mr.  President,  I  want  to 
commend  the  councilors  from  Ward  8  (Coun. 
Hurley)  and  from  Ward  9  (Coun.  Sullivan)  for 
presenting  the  resolution  to  try  to  produce  and 
try  to  find  some  way  to  see  that  the  Cathedral 
Project  is  built.  I  remember  as  a  member  of  the 
Building  Code  Committee  that  I  was  opposed  to 
passing  anything  that  most  of  the  members  of  the 
Council  could  not  understand.  There  was 
pressure  because  of  the  Cocoanut  Grove  fire. 
Some  of  the  Boston  newspapers  were  blaming 
members  of  the  City  Council  for  not  doing  any- 
thing for  fire  protection.  So  far  as  I  am  concerned 
and  the  rest  of  the  members  of  the  Body  are  con- 
cerned, they  are  interested  in  fire  protection. 
They  are  also  interested  in  housing.  They  are 
interested  in  fire  protection  so  far  as  I  am  con- 
cerned, and  they  want  to  have  a  building  code 
that  will  not  be  so  stringent  that  it  will  tie  up  any 
building  that  is  fireproof,  such  as  the  Cathedral 
Project.  We  need  housing  projects  in  this  city. 
We  need  buildings  protected  from  fire  in  this  city. 
Why  doesn't  the  Federal  Housing  Authority,  the 
Boston  and  the  State  Authority  cooperate  with  the 
Building  Commissioner  in  the  City  of  Boston? 
If  they  have  to  spend  more  money  to  produce  those 
buildings  that  are  going  to  be  ten  stories  high  in 
the  South  End  section  of  the  city,  let  us  spend 
more  money.  Let  us  have  the  Housing  Authorities 
given  more  money  for  egress  to  these  buildings. 
Let  us  see  if  we  cannot  ask  our  Congressman, 
John  McCormack,  and  the  United  States  Senator 
to  cooperate  in  this  matter.  There  is  no  question 
in  my  mind,  where  they  want  to  give  hundreds 
of  millions  of  dollars  to  England  and  feed  the  rest 
of  Europe,  they  should  spend  some  money  to  give 
the  people  of  Boston  protection  against  fire.  I 
say  these  housing  projects  should  be  built.  I  say 
they  should  be  fireproofed.  There  should  be  fire 
protection  and  enough  egress  from  the  buildings, 
but  I  also  state  that  the  Federal  authorities 
should  cooperate  with  the  City  of  Boston  and 
live  up  to  their  building  code,  if  it  is  for  the  best 
interest  and  protection  of  the  people  of  the  city. 

Coun.  LINEHAN — It  is  all  right  for  a  member 
of  the  Council  to  talk  about  the  Federal  Govern- 
ment cooperating  with  the  City  of  Boston  Building 
Commissioner,  the  Boston  Housing  Authority 
and  the  State  Board  of  Housing.  That  is  not  the 
question  here.  We  already  have  plans  drawn  up 
by  architects.  They  have  been  O.K'  d  by  leading 
authorities  from  Harvard,  Technology,  and  other 
institutions  such  as  those.  It  is  kind  of  ridiculous 
when  you  think  of  talking  about  putting  veterans 
down  in  Camp  McKay,  where  they  have  a  lot  of 
broken-down  shacks.  As  I  know,  they  were  fit 
only  for  some  of  us  who  were  training  in  the  Army 
or  Navy.  You  put  your  hat  there  for  awhile  and 
got  out  in  a  hurry.  You  are  going  to  put  children 
in  wooden  shacks  down  at  Camp  McKay.  I 
understand  the  Mayor  of  Boston  announced  the 
Housing  Authority  is  going  to  do  it.  It  seems 
ridiculous  to  me  to  have  the  city  on  the  one  hand 
approve  temporary  housing  of  veterans  in  wooden 
shacks  where  there  are  a  great  many  rats  running 
around.  It  has  taken  the  last  month  to  try  to  get 
rid  of  the  rats.  It  seems  ridiculous  to  me  to  think 
there  is  so  much  objection  to  this  building  when, 
as  I  said  before,  the  present  plans  of  the  building 
project  had  been  looked  at  by  members  of  the 
Building  Commissioner's  office  last  year.  If  all  of 
these  plans  were  drawn  without  the  city  having 
any  right  to  look  at  these  plans  whatsoever,  that 
would  be  another  matter.  That  is  not  the  matter  • 
here  today.  If  we  scrap  those  present  plans,  this 
is  what  it  means.  You  cannot  ask  an  architect 
to  sit  down  and  redraw  those  plans  and  expect  to 
have  it  clone  in  two  or  three  months.  As  a  member 
of  the  Housing  Authority  I  found  it  took  months 
and  months.  If  they  scrap  the  present  plans,  you 
will  have  to  have  a  new  architect,  or  the  same 
architect.  I  am  telling  you  it  will  not  get  started 
before  January,  1947,  never  mind  June,  1946, 
when  it  was  to  have  started.  Something  can  be 
done  legally  to  the  Building  Commissioner  by  the 
influence  of  the  Mayor  plus  the  advice  of  these 
so-called  leading  architects  and  men  who  are  well 
versed  in  the  safety  of  buildings.  If  we  can  just 
get  the  Building  Commissioner  to  say  why  they 
thought  that  construction  of  the  building  would 
have  been  good  under  the  present  plans,  I  sincerely 
hope  it  can  be  done.  It  is  a  question  of  getting 
his  Honor  the  Mayor,  who  frankly  did  stall  the 


building  plans  on  this  particular  project  in  the 
year  1945.  Now  we  have  the  Building  Com- 
missioner stalling  it  a  little  longer.  Probably  he 
is  right.  I  do  not  know.  I  do  know  greater 
experts  than  the  Building  Commissioner  of  this 
city  already  O.K'd  the  plan.  It  is  good  enough 
for  me,  even  though  the  gentleman  from  Ward  14 
(Coun.  Muchnick)  disagrees  with  me  on  that; 
I  started  talking  about  experts.  He  did  not  hear 
many  of  the  experts  from  Harvard,  from  which  he 
graduated,  and  from  other  institutions  like  the 
Massachusetts  Institute  of  Technology.  If  those 
experts  said  it  was  a  good  plan,  it  would  bring 
forth  good  construction  of  housing  for  people; 
otherwise  they  would  have  challenged  it.  You 
can  rest  assured  it  will  be  safe  housing.  I  sincerely 
hope  that  this  resolution  is  adopted  right  away. 

President  KELLY — The  question  is  on  referring 
the  resolution  to  the  Committee  on  Legislative 
Matters.  The  Chair  is  in  doubt,  and  will  ask  for 
a  standing  vote. 

Coun.  LINEHAN — Is  the  motion  to  pass  under 
suspension  of  the  rules? 

President  KELLY — No.  We  are  coming  to 
that,  councilor.  The  question  now  is  on  suspen- 
sion of  the  rules  and  the  passage  of  the  order. 

Coun.  KINSELLA— What  was  the  result  of  the 
vote  just  taken? 

President  KELLY — The  motion  was  defeated. 
The  question  now  is  on  suspension  of  the  rules  and 
passage  of  the  order. 

The  order  was  passed  under  suspension  of  the 
rule. 


RENAMING  OF  PARKER  HILL  PLAY- 
GROUND. 

Coun.  CAREY  offered  the  following: 
Ordered,  That  the  Park  Commissioner  be  re- 
quested, through  his  Honor  the  Mayor,  to  change 
the  name  of  Parker  Hill  Playground,  so  called,  to 
Lieutenant  Joseph  D.  McLaughlin  Park  and  that  a 
suitable  plaque  be  erected  thereon. 
Passed  under  suspension  of  the  rule. 


UNDERGROUND     GARAGE     ON     BOSTON 
COMMON. 

Coun.  COOK,  HANNON,  FISH,  LANE, 
BRYAN,  CANTWELL,  MrCORMACK, 

KEENAN  and  KELLY  offered  the  following: 

Whereas,  The  Great  and  General  Court  has 
before  it  an  Act  providing  for  the  establishing  of 
an  underground  garage  on  Boston  Common  to 
be  erected  by  contract  made  by  an  outside  con- 
tractor, the  Park  Commissioner  and  the  Mayor 
of  the  City  of  Boston,  and 

Whereas,  There  are  no  provisions  in  the  Act 
which  allow  the  Boston  City  Council  any  powers, 
duties,  or  responsibilities  with  reference  to  the 
aforesaid  erection  of  the  underground  garage, 
.now  be  it 

Resolved,  That  the  Boston  City  Council  in 
meeting  assembled  recommend  to  the  Great  and 
General  Court  that  the  Act  be  amended  so  that 
any  contract  made  for  the  erection  of  the  under- 
ground garage  under  Boston  Common  be  made 
with  "the  advice  and  consent  of  the  Boston  City 
Council." 

Coun.  COOK — Mr.  President,  I  submitted  this 
resolution  after  reading  in  the  papers  about  the 
recommendation  of  the  Committee  on  Cities  in 
the  Legislature  and  the  subsequent  passage  of  the 
report  as  they  recommended  it  by  the  Senate. 
The  action  as  recommended  and  passed  by  the 
Senate  provides  that  the  Mayor  and  Park  Com- 
missioner may  make  a  contract  with  outside 
sources  to  erect  an  underground  garage  under 
Boston  Common.  We  have  been  arguing  today 
about  the  duties,  powers  and  responsibilities  of 
the  City  Council.  A  doubt  has  arisen  in  the 
minds  of  some  of  us  as  to  such  powers,  duties  and 
rights.  This  would  resolve  any  doubts,  and  leave 
it  very  certain  in  the  minds  of  anybody,  including 
the  Corporation  Counsel  or  the  Attorney-General, 
that  if  such  a  contract  is  made,  the  advice  and 
consent  of  the  City  Council  must  be  obtained. 
I  think  we  should  have  that  consideration  in  a 
matter  affecting  the  whole  City  of  Boston.  This 
City  Council  should  be  concerned  and  consulted 
about  tne  drawing  up  of  the  provisions  of  any 
such  contract  which  may  involve  at  least  twenty 
million  dollars.     In  our  Charter  we  have  provi- 
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.-.ions  that  do  contract  for  any  city  purposes  which 
lasts  infi  a  year  shall  be  entered  into  unless  the 
Council  is  a  party  thereto  and  affirms  it.  Tin' 
wa.\   it  1ms  boon  gotten  around  is  by  giving  out 

contracts  for  less  than  a  year.  If  this  recommen- 
dation which  I  have  offered,  ami  which  many 
councilors  signed,  is  adopted  by  the  Legislature, 
the  Citj  Council,  as  it  probably  should  be,  will 
be  consulted  in  such  an  important  project.  1 
hope  it  passes  under  suspension  of  the  rule. 

Court.  MOHIAKTY— May  I  ask  through  you, 
Mr.  President,  if  the  City  Clerk  can  tell  us  if  it 
should  not  be  the  duty  of  the  Public  Lands  Com- 
mittee to  observe  this  matter?  It  is  not  an 
outright  sale,  but  a  lease. 

President  KELLY — If  the  Council  will  give 
authority  to  act  in  the  matter,  councilor,  I  shall 
refer  it  to  the  Committee  on  Public  Lands. 

Coun.  MOKIARTY— Even  though  it  be  a  lease, 
Mr.  President? 

President  KELLY — -Yes,  anything  before  the 
Council  that  has  to  do  with  real  estate  I  shall  refer 
to  the  Committee  on  Public  Lands. 

Coun.  LINEHAN — Mr.  President,  I  was  one 
of  the  councilors  that  said  he  would  not  vote 
for  the  building  of  a  garage  under  the  Common 
unless  private  interests  were  going  to  finance  the 
building.  I  still  feel  that  way.  Unfortunately, 
we  haven't  that  before  us  to  vote  on.  If  the 
present  bill  up  in  the  Legislature  says  it  is  going 
to  be  done  by  private  enterprise,  I,  for  one,  as 
City  Councilor  do  not  want  to  have  to  pass  on 
the  contract.  It  seems  to  me  we  have  this  big 
traffic  problem  in  Boston.  If  we  can  get  private 
enterprise  to  try  to  solve  it,  first,  we  should  not 
throw  any  monkey  wrench  into  the  works  and 
spoil  it.  I  do  not  know  if  this  will.  If  the  pur- 
pose is  to  kind  of  slow  up  private  enterprise  from 
going  into  this  matter,  I  would  have  to  be  against 
this  order.  Just  to  be  sure,  I  wish  the  clerk  would 
read  the  order  again. 

(The  clerk  read  the  order.) 

Coun.  LINEHAN— Mr.  President,  I  would  like 
to  ask  the  gentleman  from  Ward  12  (Coun.  Cook) 
if  he  has  knowledge  of  the  particular  bill  that  is 
in  the  Legislature  pertaining  to  this  matter, 
whether  or  not  it  says  that  private  industry  will 
construct  the  underground  parking  area  with 
private  money. 

President  KELLY — I  am  informed  by  the  City 
Clerk,  councilor,  that  the  bill  does  have  that 
provision;  private  industry  shall  construct  the 
garage  under  the  Common. 

Coun.  LINEHAN — I  will  vote  against  this 
order  if  the  bill  provides  for  private  interests  to 
finance  it.  If  it  is  the  other  way  around,  I  would 
vote  for  the  bill.  If  the  city  was  going  to  spend 
$20,000,000,  as  they  say,  I  would  say,  "Let  it 
come  back  to  the  City  Council  for  approval." 
But  where  private  interests  are  going  to  spend  the 
$20,000,000,  if  and  when  they  do,  then  I  for  one 
am  not  going  to  vote  to  even  stall  it  one  bit. 
I  sincerely  hope  that  the  order  is  defeated. 

Coun.  COOK — Mr.  President,  in  answer  to 
the  opposition  raised  by  the  councilor  from  Ward  7 
(Coun.  Linehan),  it  is  a  fact  there  is  much  merit 
in  what  he  has  to  say  in  arguing  an  order  like 
this.  The  advantages  and  disadvantages  of 
having  the  advice  and  consent  of  the  City  Council 
must  be  weighed.  To  my  mind,  this  City  Council 
has  a  great  interest  in  this  matter.  Even  if  it  is 
constructed  by  private  enterprise,  it  is  of  public 
nature.  If  this  Boston  City  Council  had  more 
power  over  the  running  of  the  Boston  Elevated 
Railway  Company,  we  would  be  able  to  do  some- 
thing about  the  poor  service  we  get  from  that 
corporation.  I  do  not  want  to  see  any  private 
industry  come  in  and  be  guaranteed  dividends 
which  eventually  will  come  out  of  the  pockets  of 
the  Boston  residents.  I  do  not  want  to  see  a 
garage  servicing  Boston  and  everybody  else  under 
the  control  of  a  private  contractor  or  private 
enterprise,  even  though  they  do  put  up  the  money 
in  the  first  instance,  where  they  can  have  the  say 
about  everything  that  goes  on,  especially  so  far 
a-  the  employment  of  the  people  who  work  there 
and  the  running  of  the  place.  You  can  be  sure, 
if  any  private  contractor  undertakes  to  spend  his 
own  money  and  build  a  garage,  and  there  arc 
many  that  want  to  do  ii,  they  are  doing  it  solely 
from  the  profit  motive.  Business  people  in  back 
of  it  can  ace  good  profit  in  it  to  the  exclusion 
of  the  interests  of  the  citizens  of  Boston.  The 
Boston  City  Council  Hhould,  if  it  is  to  be  any 
sort  of  advisory  body  in  the  running  of  the  affairs 
of  the  city,  have  something  to  say  about  the 
contract,   the  leasing  and  letting  of   public  lands 


to  be  used  by  everybody  coming  to  the  city,  just 
as  much  as  we  should  have  the  right  to  say  it  in 
the  disposal  of  waste.  I  would  like  to  see  it, 
even  if  the  contract  was  reached  where  the  City 
Council  would  have  duties  so  that,  if  such  a 
contract  was  not  lived  up  to,  we  would  be  able 
to  do  something  about  it,  instead  of  just  talking 
about  it. 

Coun.  MUCHNICK — It  seems  to  me  there  is 
merit  in  what  both  of  the  last  two  speakers  have 
said.  There  is  also  the  question  of  jurisdiction, 
which  the  Park  Commissioner  has  by  statute  over 
the  Boston  Common.  In  order  to  get  a  proper 
analysis  of  this  whole  matter,  I  move  that  it  bo 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  Public  Lands,  where 
it  can  be  fully  and  properly  discussed. 

President  KELLY — The  question  comes  on 
referring  the  matter  to  the  Committee  on  Public 
Lands. 

Coun.  K1NSELLA — In  agreement  with  Coun- 
cilor Muchnick,  I  would  say  there  is  a  good  deal 
to  be  said  for  Councilor  Cook  and  Councilor 
Linehan's  individual  attitudes  on  this.  I  do  not 
know  whether  I  want  to  vote  to  let  private  enter- 
prise take  over  any  of  our  public  lands  for  the 
purpose  of  alleviating  the  traffic  condition  which, 
in  90  per  cent  of  the  cases,  is  caused  by  out-of-town 
people  coming  into  Boston.  Now  the  talk  has 
been  that  a  garage  on  the  Common  up  there  would 
house  about  5,000  cars.  Five  thousand  cars  at  an 
established  fee  of  $1  a  week,  if  that  happens  to  be 
the  amount  set  for  the  fee,  would  be  $5,000  in  cash 
every  week,  or  about  $260,000  a  year.  Salaries 
and  maintenance  and  upkeep  and  repair  of  such  a 
garage  would  not  run  into  such  an  enormous  figure 
as  would  preclude  the  possibility  of  a  huge  profit 
to  the  private  operators.  I  do  not  know  why,  if 
the  City  of  Boston  as  a  corporate  municipality 
can  supply  land,  it  cannot  also  operate  the  enter- 
prise. It  seems  to  me  this  would  not  be  a  fly-by- 
night  proposition,  but  one  that  would  outlast  the 
city  and  outlast  the  youngest  child  living  today 
in  the  city.  It  seems  to  me  we  ought  to  take  it 
over  as  a  purely  public  enterprise  for  the  purpose 
of  making  a  profit  and  reducing  the  philanthropic 
motive  to  a  minimum.  I  venture  to  say  out  of  all 
the  cars  that  come  into  Boston  in  the  course  of  a 
day  and  clutter  the  streets  and  impede  the  fire 
apparatus  and  ambulances,  probably  85  per  cent 
of  them  are  from  outside  the  corporate  limits  of 
the  city.  We  are  giving  them  something  sub- 
stantial if  the  fee  is  a  dollar  a  week.  Yet  5,000 
cars  would  not  scratch  the  surface  of  what  comes 
into  the  city.  I  would  like  to  draw  as  briefly  as 
possible  a  parallel  illustration  that  might  be  in 
point  better  than  anything  else.  Let  us  assume 
there  are  100  ears  that  are  parked  legally  every 
day  on  School  street.  Suddenly,  because  of  the 
removal  to  a  big  building  in  the  neighborhood, 
those  100  cars  are  transferred  every  day  into  that 
parking  lot.  What  happens?  Is  School  street 
free  of  traffic?  It  is  not.  You  will  clear  it  of  the 
100  cars  and  another  hundred  will  take  their  place. 
You  know  that  is  true.  Every  member  of  the 
Council  knows  it  is  true.  Take  5,000  cars  off  the 
streets  of  Boston  by  parking  them  every  day  in 
the  underground  garage  up  there,  and  you  will  not 
make  it  appear  you  have  any  facilities.  You  will 
be  aware  of  the  existence  of  the  place,  but  you  will 
not  clear  the  streets.  I  think  that  is  the  condition 
we  can  anticipate.  As  far  as  the  public  itself,  the 
City  of  Boston  being  authorized  to  float  the  bond 
issue  for  the  construction  of  this,  wo  have  been 
given  permission  to  do  less  worthy  projects.  T 
will  be  frank  to  say  at  the  moment  I  cannot  think 
of  anything  that  is  less  worthy,  but  I  do  say  this, 
I  have  always  been  doubtful  of  the  efficacy  of 
such  a  plan  as  the  Common  garage  because  of  the 
sponsorship.  It  is  obvious  that  the  idea  originally 
sprang  from  the  brain  of  a  politician.  I  cannot 
remember  any  business  concern  crying  for  it.  I 
do  not  think  business  concerns  are  very  much 
interested  in  it,  although  it  is  not  the  function  of  a 
business  concern  but  is  the  function  of  the  city 
fathers.  They  must  do  something  about  the 
terrible  traffic  conditions  in  Boston.  I  think  this 
matter  ought  to  be  treated  very  cautiously  and 
very  slowly  because  of  the  extraordinarily  good 
points  I  find,  for  my  part,  in  these  deliberations 
contained  in  the  remarks  of  Councilor  Linehan 
and  Councilor  Cook,  although  between  them  they 
are  at  variance  on  some  points.  I  do  not  think 
we  ought  to  rush  this  through  until  we  are  satisfied 
that  private  sponsorship  is  the  only  solution.  I 
do  not  think  it  is.  Neither  do  I  think  that  the 
City  of  Boston   as  such  ought  to   undertake   the 
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terrific  burden  of  floating  a  bond  issue  to  build 
and  operate  this  place.  In  any  case,  I  can  truth- 
fully say  right  now  I  would  lean  as  much  toward 
Councilor  Cook  as  Councilor  Linehan,  and  the 
thing  may  be  cut  sharply  enough  in  here  so  that 
one  or  two  votes  will  accept  or  reject  it.  I  think 
we  ought  to  go  softly  on  that. 

Coun.  COFFEY— I  think  Councilor  Cook's 
order  is  a  good  one,  Mr.  President.  I  think  we 
should  pass  it  for  several  reasons.  As  I  told 
Councilor  Cook  before  the  meeting,  I  was  definitely 
opposed  to  any  garage  under  the  Common.  That 
is  the  way  I  will  likely  vote  when  the  matter 
comes  before  us,  if  it  does.  The  point  I  want  to 
bring  out  is  this  —  the  reporters  are  busy,  but  to 
hell  with  them,  they  haven't  a  vote  anyhow. 
The  important  thing  to  you  members  of  the 
Council  is  that  this  matter  should  be  given  careful 
consideration.  In  my  opinion,  they  should  pass 
this  order  today  for  this  reason — that  it  is  often 
that  the  Legislature  ignores  this  Body.  This  is  one 
of  the  times.  I  have  mentioned  before  that  this 
is  all  cut  and  dried.  They  want  the  garage  under 
the  Common  for  only  one  reason,  not  to  eliminate 
the  traffic  in  Boston,  but  to  take  the  fill  and  use 
it  in  the  airport  at  East  Boston.  The  aviation 
clique  is  behind  the  garage  in  Boston  Common. 
My  information  is  that  this  is  some  three  million 
cubic  yards  of  fill.  Now  they  are  telling  the  truck 
drivers  to  keep  running  their  trucks  from  Peabody 
to  Boston,  even  though  they  are  breaking  down 
the  streets  of  Revere  and  East  Boston  with  these 
trucks,  anything  up  to  ten-ton  trucks,  to  keep 
them  running,  even  if  they  do  run  at  a  loss  because 
eventually  they  are  going  to  get  the  Boston 
Common  and  take  the  fill  for  the  Boston  airport. 
It  is  going  to  be  a  short  run  of  a  little  over  a  mile. 
They  will  make  up  for  the  loss  they  are  now  taking. 
Who  do  we  have  in  the  Legislature  before  the 
committee?  We  find  William  J.  MacDonald  of 
East  Boston,  who  says  he,  with  a  group  of  business- 
men in  the  city,  wants  to  take  over  and  build  this 
garage.  He  is  the  same  William  J.  MacDonald 
I  have  been  attacking  for  four  years.  It  is  the 
same  William  J.  MacDonald  who  owned  all  the 
vacant  land  at  East  Boston.  He  owed  taxes  for 
twelve  years,  and  never  paid  a  nickel  to  the  City  of 
Boston.  When  the  Federal  Government  stepped 
in  through  Captain  Wilson  of  the  Navy  Depart- 
ment and  took  that  land  by  eminent  domain  for 
a  million  dollars,  they  paid  MacDonald  a  nice 
fat  fee.  MacDonald  was  allowed  to  come  in  here, 
right  on  this  floor,  and  settle  the  back  taxes  he 
owed  for  twelve  years  for  one  tenth  of  the  money 
he  owed,  with  the  approval  of  the  then  Mayor  of 
Boston  and  the  Finance  Commission.  MacDonald, 
who  is  tied  up  with  the  First  National  Bank  and 
the  Chamber  of  Commerce  and  the  Shawmut  Bank 
of  Boston,  has  an  "in"  on  the  building  of  this 
garage.  It  shows  it  when  he  paid  the  City  of 
Boston  something  like  8440,000  in  back  taxes  for 
a  period  of  twelve  years  on  the  land  in  East 
Boston.  A  check  was  given  to  him  by  the  Federal 
Government.  The  City  of  Boston  on  my  order 
stopped  payment  on  that  check.  The  Finance 
Commission  made  a  deal  with  the  man  and  let 
him  get  off  with  one  tenth  of  what  he  owed. 
This  is  the  same  MacDonald  who  wants  to  build 
the  garage.  You  can  bet  your  bottom  dollar 
he  has  an  "in"  on  it  and  he  is  going  to  sell  the  fill 
to  the  airport,  and  make  enough  money  out  of  the 
fill  to  build  that  garage  under  the  Common  for 
nothing.  He  is  going  to  satisfy  the  aviation 
clique  who  not  only  run  the  city  but  the  state. 
You  have  a  garage  already  built.  You  do  not 
use  it.  You  have  a  garage  under  the  South 
Station.  You  can  put  it  into  operation  within 
a  month,  and  house  1,800  ears.  The  garage  is 
all  built,  the  ramps  and  everything  else.-  The' 
newspapers  do  not  mention  that.  They  know  it. 
Every  one  of  the  engineers  in  Boston  knows  there 
is  a  garage  there  waiting  and  available  for  1,800 
cars.  Councilor  Kinsella  brought  out,  as  soon 
as  you  clear  the  streets  of  a  couple  of  thousand 
cars,  two  thousand  more  are  going  to  come  from 
the  parking  lots  and  take  advantage  of  the  streets, 
and  park  there.  I  say  the  garage  has  a  bad 
location,  to  begin  with.  Suppose  you  pull  into 
Charles  street  and  want  to  come  to  the  shopping 
center.  You  are  forced  to  park  way  over  on  the 
Charles  street  side.  Are  you  going  to  walk  fifteen 
minutes  to  do  your  shopping?  Are  you  going 
to  carry  two  or  three  big  bundles  back  to  Charles 
street  to  your  car?  You  are  not.  You  are 
going  to  park  as  near  the  store  as  possible.  That 
is  natural.  It  is  my  humble  opinion  the  South 
Station  is  nearer  the  shopping  district   than  the 


Boston  Common  is.  That  is  only  one  spot. 
There  are  half  a  dozen  other  spots  you  can  take. 
The  only  reason  they  want  the  Common  is  because 
MacDonald  &  Company,  who  has  beaten  the  city 
before — and  I  have  said  this  on  the  floor  time  and 
time  again — ca*  get  enough  money  for  fill  for 
the  airport  to  satisfy  the  Chamber  of  Commerce, 
the  Better  Business  Bureau,  the  bankers  and 
brokers,  the  aviation  clique.  That  is  the  clique 
that  moves  MacDonald  when  they  want.  It  is 
good  riddance.  I  have  asked  for  his  removal  on 
the  floor  here  two  or  three  months  ago.  He  was 
hindering  the  work  going  on  over  there.  I  say 
Councilor  Cook's  order  is  a  good  order.  It  gives 
us  an  opportunity  to  find  out  who  is  going  to  do 
this  work.  We  want  to  know  if  the  persons  going 
to  do  the  work  are  responsible  people.  If  they  are 
not,  let  us  have  a  voice  in  the  matter.  There  is  a 
little  clique  in  the  Legislature.  God  knows  what 
is  involved  in  the  deal  before  us.  They  must  know 
what  is  going  on.  That  is  the  reason  they  excluded 
the  Boston  City  Council  and  brought  in  the 
Mayor  and  the  Park  Commissioner.  Do  not 
let  it  get  away  from  us.  The  time  is  short.  If 
they  pass  that  bill  within  the  next  week  or  two, 
we  have  nothing  to  act  on.  If  we  act  on  this 
today,  we  can  have  the  Mayor  send  a  notification 
to  the  members  of  the  Legislature  that  we  want 
to  be  heard  on  the  matter,  and  we  want  to  be 
included  with  the  Mayor  and  the  Park  Com- 
missioner. 

Coun.  MADDEN— Will  the  gentleman  yield  for 
a  question? 

Coun.  COFFEY— Yes. 

Coun.  MADDEN— Is  that  the  same  MacDonald 
with  offices  on  Court  street? 

Coun.  COFFEY— The  same  MacDonald. 

Coun.  MADDEN — Speaking  on  the  motion, 
Mr.  President,  I  am  heartily  in  accord  with  what 
Councilor  Coffey  said,  and  with  Councilor  Cook's 
motion.  I  think  there  have  been  too  many  bills 
introduced  on  the  Hill.  I  think  there  have  been 
too  many  instances  in  the  past  where  the  Mayor  of 
this  city  perhaps  inadvertently  or  otherwise 
neglected  to  consult  the  Council  on  matters  per- 
taining to  the  city.  Certainly,  if  there  is  any- 
thing that  pertains  to  city  business,  it  is  this 
proposed  garage  under  the  Common.  I  heartily 
agree  with  what  Councilor  Kinsella  said.  Five 
thousand  cars  is  only  a  drop  in  the  bucket.  In  any 
event,  I  think  the  City  Council  should  be  consulted 
on  every  matter  that  pertains  to  the  city,  and  on 
this  in  particular. 

President  KELLY — The  question  is  on  referring 
the  matter  to  the  Committee  on  Public  Lands. 
It  is  not  a  vote. 

Coun.  MUCHNICK— I  doubt  the  vote,  and  ask 
for  a  roll  call. 

President  KELLY — Councilor  Muchnick  doubts 
the  vote  and  asks  for  a  roll  call.  Only  one  other 
councilor  having  joined  him,  the  roll  will  not  be 
called. 

The  order  was  declared  passed. 

Coun.  MUCHNICK— I  doubt  the  vote  and  ask 
for  a  roll  call. 

President  KELLY — Councilor  Chase,  have  you 
risen? 

Coun.  CHASE— That  is  right. 

President  KELLY — What  are  you  voting  on? 

Coun.  MUCHNICK— Mr.  President,  he  is 
joining  me  in  asking  for  a  roll  call — 

President  KELLY — Councilor  Muchnick  doubts 
the  vote  and  asks  for  a  roll  call,  and,  two  of  the 
councilors  supporting  him,  the  clerk  will  call  the 
roll. 

Coun.  COOK— Mr.  President,  a  point  of 
information. 

President  KELLY — We  are  voting  on  the 
suspension  of  the  rule  and  the  passage  of  the  order. 

Coun.  COOK — If  I  am  in  order,  I  would  like 
the  clerk  to  call  the  roll  and  inform  the  members 
what  they  are  voting  for. 

President  KELLY — They  are  voting  on  sus- 
pension of  the  rule  and  passage  of  the  order.  The 
clerk  will  call  the  roll. 

The  roll  was  called,  and  the  order  was  passed, 
yeas  15,  nays  3: 

Yeas — Coun.  Bryan,  Cantwell,  Coffey,  Cook, 
Fish,  Kinsella,  Kelly,  Keenan,  Lane,  Madden, 
McCormack,  Moriarty,  Russo,  Scannell,  Sullivan 
—15. 

Nays — Coun.  Chase,  Linehan,  Muchnick — 3. 
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CITY     COUNCIL. 


FRAFFIC    LIGHTS    AT     BROWN    AVENUE 
AND    CUMMINS    HIGHWAY. 

Coun,  McCORMACK  offered  the  following: 
Ordered,  That  the  Traffic  Commission  be  re- 
quested,  through  hi*  Honor  the  Mayor,  to  install 
traffic  lights  at  thr  intersection  of  Brown  avenue 
and  Cummins  Highway  in  the  Roslindale  section 
of  Ward    19. 

Passed  undei  suspension  oi  the  rule. 


MEMORIAL  TO   WAR    DEAD  OF  JAMAICA 
PLAIN. 

Coun.  McCORMACK  and  MORIARTY  offered 
the  following: 

Ordered,  That  the  Park  Commissioner  and  the 
Art  Commission  be  requested,  through  his  Honor 
the  Mayor,  to  grant  permission  to  erect  a  memorial 
to  tlie  win  dead  of  Jamaica  Plain  in  the  Edward 
Murray  Circle  in  the  Jamaica  Plain  section  of 
Ward  19,  and  before  a  decision  is  reached  a  hearing 
will  be  granted  by  the  Art  Department  to  members 
of  Jamaica  Plain  Post  of  Veterans  of  Foreign  Wars 
No.  G75. 

Passed  under  suspension  of  the  rule. 


REPORT    OF     COMMITTEE    ON    COUNTY 
ACCOUNTS. 

Coun.  BRYAN,  for  the  Committee  on  County 
Accounts,  submitted  the  following: 

Report  on  petition  of  John  J.  O'Brien  (referred 
today),  employed  as  officer  in  House  of  Correction, 
Penal  Institutions  Department,  to  be  retired  as 
veteran  —  recommending  passage  of  following 
order: 

Whereas,  John  J.  O'Brien,  employed  in  the 
service  of  the  County  of  Suffolk  as  officer  in 
the  House  of  Correction,  Penal  Institutions 
Department,  has  made  application  to  be  retired 
under  the  provisions  of  chapter  678  of  the  Acts 
of  1925,  and 

Whereas,  The  said  John  J.  O'Brien  has  sub- 
mitted to  the  City  Council  satisfactory  evidence 
that  he  is  a  veteran  as  defined  in  section  56  of 
chapter  32  of  the  General  Laws;  that  he  has  been 
certified  for  retirement  for  disability  by  the 
duly  authorized  medical  panel;  that  he  has  been 
in  the  service  of  the  county  at  least  ten  years 
and  has  reached  the  age  of  fifty;  that  he  is  in- 
capacitated for  active  service;  and  that  his 
total  income  from  all  sources,  exclusive  of  his 
retirement  allowance  and  of  any  sum  received 
from  the  government  of  the  United  States  as  a 
pension  for  war  service,  does  not  exceed  five 
hundred  dollars, 

Ordered,  That  under  the  provisions  of  section 
56  of  chapter  32  of  the  General  Laws,  as  amended 
by  chapter  514  of  the  Acts  of  1943,  John  J.  O'Brien, 
employed  in  the  County  of  Suffolk  as  officer  in 
the  House  of  Correction,  Penal  Institutions 
Department,  be,  and  hereby  is,  retired  by  the 
Major  and  City  Council,  acting  as  county  com- 
missioners, at  an  annual  pension  of  twelve  hundred 
and  fifty  dollars,  being  one  half  of  his  highest 
regular  rate  of  compensation. 

The  report  was  accepted  and  the  order  was 
passed. 


PRESENCE  OF  OUTSIDERS  IN  EXECUTIVE 
ROOM. 

( loun.  BRYAN  offered  the  following: 
Ordered,  That  the  City  Messenger  be  requested 
to    take    full    cognizance    of    the    rule    prohibiting 
other  than  City  Councilors  in  the  Executive  Room 
and  to  take  immediate  steps  to  enforce  same. 
Referred  to  the  Committee  on  Rules, 


'   LEANING     UP    OF    CHANDLERS    POND, 
WARD   22. 

Coun.  MADDEN  AND  LANE  offered  the 
following: 

Ordered,  That  his  Honor  the  Major  be  re- 
qui  ited  to  direct  the  Park  Commissioner  to 
proceed      forthwith     with     the     cleaning     up    of 


Chandlers  Pond  in  Gallagher  Park,  Ward  22, 
and  prepare  same  for  bathing  facilities. 

Coun.  MADDEN — Mr.  President,  a  few  years 
ago  while  I  was  in  service,  the  City  of  Boston 
created  a  new  park  out  in  our  ward  in  memory  of 
the  wife  of  one  of  my  predecessors  known  to  you 
all,  Eddie  Gallagher.  The  park  is  named  after 
Alice  Gallagher.  As  I  understand  it,  there  was  a 
time  when  there  was  some  considerable  money 
appropriated  to  make  that  into  a  bathing  pond  for 
the  children  of  the  district.  We  are  fortunate  in 
this  respect  that,  if  I  am  correct,  this  is  one  of  the 
few  ponds  in  the  City  of  Boston  that  is  suitable  for 
bathing  facilities.  It  is  like  Crystal  Lake  in 
Newton.  The  original  understanding,  out  of 
deference  to  Mrs.  Gallagher,  was  they  would  turn 
the  property  into  a  bathing  beach  for  the  children 
of  the  district.  I  have  since  taken  the  matter  up 
with  the  Archbishop  and  his  secretary.  The  pond 
is  directly  across  the  street  from  St.  John's  Semi- 
nary. It.  is  fed  by  three  natural  springs.  The 
people  of  our  section,  Wards  21  and  22,  have  been 
anxious  for  many  years  to  convert  this  pond  into 
a  bathing  pond  for  the  children  and  adults  of  the 
district.  I  would  like  very  much  to  have  this 
order  passed. 

The  order  was  passed  under  suspension  of  the 
rule. 


REPORT    OF    COMMITTEE    ON    FINANCE. 

Coun.  MADDEN,  for  the  Committee  on 
Finance,  submitted  the  following: 

Report  on  message  of  the  Mayor  and  order 
(referred  April  22)  for  loan  of  $2,900,000  to  meet 
appropriations  made  for  Public  Welfare  and 
Soldiers'  Benefits — that  same  ought  to  pass. 

The  report  was  accepted,  and  the  question  came 
on  the  passage  of  the  order.  The  order  was  given 
its  first  reading  and  passage,  yeas  19,  nays  0: 

Yeas — Coun.  Bryan,  Cantwell,  Chase,  Coffey, 
Cook,  Fish,  Hurley,  Keenan,  Kinsella,  Kelly,  Lane, 
Linehan,  Madden,  McCormack,  Moriarty,  Much- 
nick,  Russo,  Scannell,  Sullivan — 19. 

Nays — 0. 

The  order  will  take  its  second  reading  and 
passage  in  not  less  than  fourteen  days. 


LOAN    FOR    CONSTRUCTION    OF    PUBLIC 
WAYS   OR  PERMANENT   PAVEMENT. 

President  KELLY  called  up  No.  1  on  the  calen- 
dar, viz.: 

1.  Action  on  order  for  loan  of  .$1,500,000  for 
Construction  of  Public  Ways  or  Permanent 
Pavement. 

On  April  15,  1946,  the  said  order  was  read  once 
and  passed,  yeas  17,  nays  1. 

The  question  came  on  giving  the  order  its  second 
reading  and  passage. 

President  KELLY— The  Chair  will  call  up 
No.  1  on  the  calendar. 

No.  1  on  the  calendar,  under  unfinished  business, 
was  as  follows: 

1.  Action  on  order  for  loan  of  $1,500,000  for 
Construction  of  Public  Ways  or  Permanent 
Pavement. 

On  April  15,  1946,  the  said  order  was  read  once 
and  passed,  veas  17,  nays  1. 

Coun.  MUCHNICK— Mr.  President,  can  we 
act  on  Nos.  1,  2  and  3  at  the  same  time? 

President  KELLY— That  is  up  to  the  Body. 
If  there  is  no  objection,  we  can. 

Coun.  LINEHAN— I  object. 

Coun.  MUCHNICK— Then  there  is  objection. 

President  KELLY— No.  1.  The  clerk  will 'call 
the   roll. 

Coun.  CHASE — Mr.  President,  two  weeks  ago 
I  opposed  this  order  on  the  ground  we  had  not 
sufficient  information  as  to  how  the  money  is  to 
be  spent,  whether  or  not  this  million  and  a  half 
dollars  was  to  be  spent  on  one  big  artery  or  to  be 
spent  in  every  ward,  and  what  streets  were  to  be 
repaired.  I  think,  Mr.  President,  in  view  of  the 
fact  we  lack  sufficient  information  on  it,  we  should 
lay  this  matter  on  the  table  now  until  we  get 
sufficient     information. 

President  KELLY — You  make  that  motion? 

Coun.  CHASE — I  so  move. 

President  KELLY — Councilor  Chase  moves  we 
lay  the  matter  on  the  table  for  one  week.  It  is 
not  a  vote. 

The  question  comes  on  the  passage  of  the  order. 
It   is    a  vote,  and  the  order  is  passed.    Councilor 
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Russo  doubts  the  vote  and  asks  for  a  roll  call, 
two  of  the  councilors  supporting  him.  The 
clerk  will  call  the  roll. 

The  roll  was  called,  and  the  order  was  given  its 
second  reading  and  passage,  yeas  17,  nays  2: 

Yeas — Coun.  Bryan,  Cantwell,  Coffey,  Cook, 
Fish,  Hurley,  Keenan,  Kelly,  Kinsella,  Lane, 
Linehan,  Madden,  McCormack,  Moriarty, 
Muchnick,  Scannell,  Sullivan — 17. 

Nays — Coun.  Chase,  Russo — 2. 

Coun.  MUCHNICK— Mr.  President,  a  point 
of  information.  Is  a  motion  in  order  regardless  of 
objection  of  one  or  more  members  of  the  Council 
to  treating  Nos.  2  and  3  together? 

President  KELLY — The  motion  would  not  be 
in  order  unless  we  suspend  the  rules. 

Coun.  MUCHNICK — I  move  we  suspend  the 
rules  and  take  up  Nos.  2  and  3  at  the  same  time. 

Coun.   LINEHAN— I  object. 

President  KELLY — The  objection  can  be 
overruled.  The  rule  can  be  suspended  by  a  vote 
of  fifteen  members  of  the  Council.  Councilor 
Muchnick  makes  a  motion  that  the  rules  be 
suspended,  and  we  act  on  Nos.  2  and  3  together. 

Coun.  LINEHAN — Let  us  discuss  the  matter. 

Coun.  MUCHNICK— Mr.  President,  speaking 
on  the  motion,  two  weeks  ago,  when  these 
matters  first  came  in,  I  felt  like  Councilor  Chase 
and  others  that  we  should  get  some  information 
on  it.  I  took  the  time  and  trouble  last  week.  I 
spent  approximately  an  hour  with  the  Mayor  and 
the  Budget  Commissioner  and  the  Auditor.  I 
had  telephone  conversations  with  the  Public 
Works  Commissioner  and  the  Fire  Commissioner. 
I  received  enough  information  to  satisfy  me  those 
loans  were  necessary.  It  is  because  of  that 
reason  I  would  like  to  see  them  disposed  of  quickly. 
In  passing,  I  may  say  I  sincerely  hope  it  answers 
the  question  Councilor  Coffey  put  to  me  some 
time  ago. 

President  KELLY — Speaking  on  the  motion  to 
suspend  the  rules. 

Coun.  CHASE — Mr.  President,  simply  because 
the  gentleman  from  Dorchester  (Coun.  Muchnick) 
is  satisfied  that  this  money  is  to  be  properly  spent 
does  not  mean  that  every  other  member  of  the 
Council  has  been  satisfied.  I  know  a  number  of 
councilors  that  desire  more  information  on  this 
matter.  I  hope  that  the  Council,  irrespective 
of  what  the  gentleman  from  Dorchester  feels  on 
the   matter,   will  not  go   along   on  suspension   of 

Coun.'  MUCHNICK— Will  the  gentleman 
yield? 

President  KEELY — Just  a  moment.  Let  us  be 
fair. 

Coun.  LINEHAN — Mr.  President,  speaking 
on  the  motion,  I  am  very  much  surprised  this 
afternoon  to  hear  the  gentleman  from  Ward  14 
(Coun.  Muchnick)  talk  about  lumping  the  three 
together.  Of  course,  last  week  he  was  dilatory 
like  myself,  or  what  have  you.  Unfortunately 
I  did  not  have  the  time  that  the  gentleman  from 
Ward  14  had  to  sit  down  with  his  Honor  the 
Mayor  and  the  Budget  Commissioner  and  the 
Auditor.  He  knew  some  of  us  other  councilors 
other  than  himself  objected  to  the  passage  of  the 
bond  issues.  So  far  I  have  not  received  any 
information  from  anybody.  I  do  not  think  it  is 
my  job  to  walk  down  to  the  Mayors'  office  and 
ask  him  for  information  about  a  bond  issue  that 
he  seeks.  Why  should  any  councilor  have  to  go 
down  and  ask  the  Mayor  for  information?  He  is 
looking  for  $1,500,000  for  equipment.  I  think  it 
is  his  duty  to  supply  us  with  the  information,  and 
not  for  us  to  go  down  and  take  our  tails,  if  we 
have  any,  and  go  down  to  his  office.  I  do  not 
think  it  is  our  province  to  go  down  there.  I  think, 
we  are  cheapening  the  Council.  Every  week  we 
cheapen  it,  the  more  we  give  in  in  this  way.  We 
are  giving  up  all  kinds  of  rights.  One  minute  we 
are  talking  about  the  fact  we  cannot  contract 
as  far  as  the  city  is  concerned,  and  the  next  minute 
we  do  want  contracts.  I  do  not  know  what  is 
going  on. 

Coun.  COFFEY— Who  does? 

Coun.  LINEHAN — As  the  gentleman  from 
East  Boston  (Coun.  Coffey)  says,  it  gets  me. 
The  councilors  are  voting  without  knowing  what 
they  are  voting  on.  I  was  not  the  one  who  raised 
that  question.  The  gentleman  from  East  Boston 
did.  I  do  not  know  what  is  going  on.  I  voted 
for  No.  1  becauseT  have  seen  the  streets  and  side- 
walks. I  know  they  are  badly  in  need  of  repair 
throughout  the  city,  not  only  Ward  7,  but  practi- 
cally every  ward  in  the  city.  That  is  why  I  voted 
for   No.   1.     But  on  No.  2   I  still  have  not  been 


given  any  figures  as  to  what  the  $1,500,000  con- 
sists of.  I  would  like  to  see  it  itemized  and  broken 
down  into  figures — so  many  pieces  of  equipment 
for  the  Fire  Department.  I  would  vote  for 
equipment  for  the  Fire  Department,  but  there 
might  be  some  department  like  Public  Works 
where  they  are  giving  more  and  more  to  the 
contractors,  and  they  might  not  be  entitled  to  as 
much  equipment  as  they  are  getting  out  of  the 
bond  issue.  I  would  like  to  know  the  answer  to 
these  things.  We  haven't  the  answer  so  far. 
Just  because  the  gentleman  from  Ward  14  (Coun. 
Muchnick)  is  satisfied,  do  I  have  to  go  along  with 
him?  I  have  gone  along  with  the  gentleman  from 
Ward  14  and  the  minority  up  to  today.  But  I 
find  out  he  is  out  of  the  militant  minority  today. 

Coun.  MUCHNICK— Mr.  President. 

President  KELLY — For  what  purpose  does  the 
gentleman  rise? 

Coun.  MUCHNICK — To  correct  the  gentleman 
from  Ward  7  (Coun.  Linehan) . 

Coun.  LINEHAN — I  do  not  yield  for  a  cor- 
rection. If  he  wants  to  ask  a  question,  I  will 
yield.  It  is  the  old  story.  Are  we  going  to  keep 
voting  these  things  as  a  matter  of  form?  Here  is 
$4,000,000  here  today.  I  do  not  know  how  much 
it  is  going  to  be  before  the  end  of  the  year.  This 
is  only  April,  1946.  We  know  the  Mayor's  budget 
is  $5,000,000  more  than  last  year.  I  believe  his 
bond  issues,  if  he  gets  them,  will  be  more  than  all 
of  last  year.  Some  of  the  older  members  of  the 
Council  are  probably  more  familiar  with  the  bond 
issues  last  year.  I  was  not  around  here  to  know. 
It  seems  to  me  we  are  talking  about  getting  the 
councilors  more  rights,  giving  them  more  authority, 
getting  them  more  power  in  the  charter.  Lo  and 
behold,  we  get  a  loan  back,  something  we  can  act 
on,  and  we  rush  it  right  out  of  our  hands  without 
very  much  information.  It  seems  to  me  that  is 
the  situation  lately.  Some  of  the  councilors  are 
going  out  to  listen  to  the  Mayor  (on  the  radio). 
I  have  not  gone  to  listen  to  him  yet.  I  do  notice 
in  the  paper  today  there  is  a  little  advertisement 
which  says,  "Shattered  Ideals — James  M.  Curley, 
Mayor  of  Boston."  I  do  not  know  what  shattered 
ideals  he  is  going  to  talk  about.  But  to  be  honest 
with  you,  I  still  retain  my  ideals.  I  am  afraid 
they  are  getting  shattered  left  and  right  around 
here  in  the  city  government.  One  day  you  are 
talking  with  some  members  of  the  Council,  and 
we  are  going  to  have  some  fun  up  here,  but  we  do 
not  have  it.  We  will  not  go  into  that.  As  long 
as  the  gentleman  from  Ward  14  (Coun.  Muchnick) 
is  in  a  hurry  to  get  out  and  made  this  motion  to 
lump  them,  I  do  not  mind  keeping  him  longer.  It 
is  a  pleasure. 

Coun,  MUCHNICK— Mr.  President,  will  the 
councilor  yield  for  a  question? 

Coun.  LINEHAN — I  yield  for  a  question. 

Coun.  MUCHNICK— Will  you  try  to  get  us 
out  by  ten  o'clock  so  I  can  relieve  the  sitter  who 
is  staying  with  my  children? 

Coun.  LINEHAN— Mr.  President,  I  do  not 
know  why  the  gentleman  is  waiting  around 
anyhow. 

President  KELLY — That  answers  it. 

Coun.  LINEHAN — Mr.  President,  I  am  still 
talking.     It  is  kind  of  funny 

Coun.  COFFEY— Mr.  President,  will  the  gentle- 
man yield  for  a  question? 

Coun.  LINEHAN— Gladly. 

Coun.  COFFEY — I  wonder  if  the  gentleman 
from  Ward  7  (Coun.  Linehan)  noticed  the  time 
the  gentleman  from  Ward  14  (Coun.  Muchnick) 
left  two  weeks  ago  today? 

Coun.  LINEHAN— Mr.  President,  if  I  may 
answer  through  you,  if  I  remember  correctly,  I 
think  he  left  fairly  early  two  weeks  ago.  I  am 
getting  kind  of  weak  and  I  shall  be  slow. 

President  KELLY — Take  your  time. 

Coun.  LINEHAN— I  would  like  to  be  able  to 
send  Councilor  Muchnick  home  so  he  would  not 
get  fifteen  votes.  Now,  Mr.  President,  doesn't  it 
seem  logical  that  somebody  from  the  Mayor's 
office  or  one  of  his  department  heads,  or  his 
Budget  Commissioner,  or  whoever  organized  that 
$1,500,000,  would  furnish  us  with  specific  informa- 
tion as  to  what  department  gets  so  many  dollars, 
and  so  much  is  going  to  be  spent  for  equipment. 
It  seems  to  me  we  should  get  some  kind  of  in- 
formation. I  asked  for  the  information  several 
weeks  ago.  I  still  have  not  got  it.  As  a  matter 
of  fact,  I  still  haven't  got  it  even  from  the  gentle- 
man from  Ward  14,  who  spent  an  hour  with  his 
Honor  the  Mayor.  Mr.  President,  I  only  wish  we 
could  bring  in  the  radio  while  I  am  talking.  I 
understand  "Shattered  Ideals"  is  on. 
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Coun,  CHASE  Mr.  President,  I  think  it  is 
onl\  proper  that  tin-  voice  of  his  master  be  taken 
out  oi  the  room  and  provision  made  so  that  we  do 
not  have  to  contend  with  his  voice. 

President    KKI.l.Y   -The   City    Messenger   will 
i. m. IK  cloBe  the  door,  and  keep  the  door  closed, 
a.  MUCHNICK     Mr,  President. 

President  KKI.l.Y — For  what  purpose  does  the 
gentleman  i  ise? 

Coun.  MUCHNICK— To  ask  the  gentleman  a 
question. 

President  KKI.l.Y — Will  you  yield  for  a  ques- 
tion, oounoilor? 

Coun.  LINEHAN— H  he  calls  me  a  gentleman, 

Y  Coun.     MUCHNICK— Would     you     like     the 
information  right  now? 

Coun.  l.INEHAN— I  will  ask  for  the  infor- 
mation after  we  take  this  up  individually. 

Conn.    MUCHNICK— If  wc  do. 

Coun.  LINEHAN — I  would  like  to  be  listening 
i  i  the  magnificent  voice  of  his  Honor  the  Mayor 
and  see  what  these  shattered  ideals  are.  It 
might  have  something  to  do  with  the  tax  rate. 
These  things  have  a  big  bearing  on  the  tax 
rate.  You  might  say  they  haven't,  that  it  is  a 
bond  issue.  We  are  going  to  have  a  tax  rale 
next  year.  We  are  going  to  pay  interest  on  this 
s  1,000,000  in  bonds.     It  runs  up. 

Coun.  RUSSO — Mr.  President,  a  point  of 
information.  I  cannot  hear  what  the  councilor 
is  saying.  I  am  wondering  if  it  would  not  be  a 
good  idea  to  take  the  radio  in  here.  We  cannot 
hear  what  we  are  talking  about. 

President  KELLY — The  Chair  will  instruct  the 
City  Messenger  to  kindly  tone  down  the  radio. 

Coun.   MUCHNICK— Mr.  President. 

President  KELLY — For  what  purpose  does  the 
gentleman  rise? 

Coun.  MUCHNICK— To  withdraw  the  motion, 
in  view  of  the  fact  that  it  seems  to  distress  the 
councilor  from  Ward  7  (Coun.  Linehan). 

Coun.  LINEHAN — I  object  to  his  withdrawing 
the  motion.     I  am  still  speaking  on  the  motion. 

President  KELLY — You  are  in  order.  The 
objection  is  sustained. 

Coun.  LINEHAN— Mr.  President,  if  the  mem- 
bers of  this  Council  want  to  go  so  far  as  to  take 
the  two  things  up  at  once,  it  is  O.  K.  with  me. 
Let  not  any  member  of  the  Council  forget  that 
some,  day  he  will  want  individual  items  taken  up 
separately.  He  will  want  some  support  on  some 
item  that  he  is  interested  in.  Some  of  us  really 
have  long  memories,  particularly  on  a  motion 
which  is  fair.  During  my  three  terms  in  the 
City  Council  I  never  heard  a  motion  to  take  up 
three  of  them  at  once.  I  never  heard  it  before. 
The  gentleman  from  Ward  14  (Coun.  Muchnick) 
two  weeks  ago  was  so  much  against  the  loan  orders. 
Now  he  wants  them  all  taken  up  at  once.  I  would 
like  to  ask  a  point  of  parliamentary  inquiry. 
We  can  still  discuss  items  ,2  and  3  if  Councilor 
Muchnick's  motion  prevails. 

President  KELLY — They  can  be  discussed. 

Coun.  LINEHAN — I  sincerely  hope  the  Council 
will  follow  along  and  show  a  little  wisdom  today 
and  at  least  give  the  Council  a  chance  to  vote 
on  a  million  and  a  half  in  equipment  and  a  million 
in  sewer  works  separately. 

President  KELLY — The  question  is  on  the 
suspension  of  the  rules  and  taking  up  of  Nos.  2 
and  3  on  the  calendar  together.  Those  in  favor 
will  please  rise.  Those  opposed.  The  motion  is 
lost.  Councilor  Coffey  doubts  the  vote  and  asks 
for  a  roll  call.  Enough  members  having  joined 
him,  the  clerk  will  call  the  roll.  The  question 
i.>  on  the  suspension  of  the  rules  and  taking  up 
Nos.  2  and  3  on  the  calendar  together. 

The  roll  was  called,  and  the  motion  to  take  up 
Nos.  2  and  3  together  was  lost,  yeas  1,  nays  18: 

Yeas — Coun.  Muchnick — 1. 

Nays — Coun.  Bryan,  Cantwell,  Chase,  Coffey, 
Cook,  Fish,  Hurley,  Keenan,  Kelly,  Kinsella, 
Lane,  Linehan,. Madden,  McCormack,  Moriarty, 
i  ■       o   Scannell,  Sullivan — 18. 

Coun.  MUCHNICK— Mr.  President,  I  wish  to 
be  recorded  as  voting  "no." 

President    KELLY— The    question    is    on    the 
ge  of  No.  2  on  the  calendar. 

\".  i  on  i he  calendar,  under  unfinished  business, 
i    follows: 

2.  Actios  on  order  for  loan  of  81,500,000  for 
I  >epai  tmental  Equipment . 

On  April  IS,  1946,  the  ordei  was  read  once  and 
pae  ed,    eae  15,  nays  2. 

Coun    '  1 1  '•  3E     M  i .  President ,  t  wo  weel      

in  view  of  the  inability  of  the  Council  to  receive 


the  information  I  thought  they  were  entitled  to, 
I  moved  Loan  order  No.  2  be  reduced  by  the  sum 
of  IS  1,01)0,000.  There  is  about  $500, 000  held  for 
the  purchase  of  Fire  Department  equipment. 
The  other  million  dollars  should  be  cut.  1  move 
that  item  No.  2  be  reduced  by  $1,000,000. 

President  KELLY — I  am  sorry,  the  motion  is 
out  of  order.  A  loan  order  cannot  be  amended 
on  Us  second  reading. 

Coun.  RUSSO — Mr.  President,  two  weeks  ago  I 
voted  to  give  the  loan  order  its  first  reading, 
having  in  mind  that  we  had  two  weeks  in  order 
to  try  to  secure  information.  I  am  sorry  to  say, 
Mr.  President,  that  I  have  not  been  able  to  get 
very  much  information  up  to  date.  I  had  a  little 
information.  I  am  told  by  persons  who  are  sup- 
posed to  be  in  authority  that  they  have  been 
unable  to  contract  or  to  get  any  equipment  with 
the  loan  order  his  Honor  the  Mayor  is  seeking 
today.  How  can  we  in  the  City  Council  vote 
today  on  $1,500,000,  knowing  full  well  that  equip- 
ment cannot  be  had?  If  I  were  sure  that  the 
equipment  which  is  necessary  for  every  department 
to  carry  on  its  functions  could  be  obtained,  then  I 
would  vote  for  this  loan.  But  up  to  now,  as  I 
said  before,  I  have  been  told  that  they  are  unable 
to  get  any  equipment.  If  they  cannot,  why  should 
we  burden  the  taxpayers  of  the  city  by  voting  a 
loan?  I  do  not  see  any  sense  in  that.  The  Fire 
Commissioner  claims  he  needs  new  apparatus. 
I  agree  with  him.  However,  if  he  cannot  get  the 
equipment,  why  should  we  vote  on  this  loan?  Is 
there  any  councilor  here  or  anyone  even  in  your 
Finance  Committee,  Mr.  President,  that  can 
show  me  that  they  can  receive  the  equipment 
they  are  looking  for  with  this  $1,500,000,  which 
is  vital  in  order  that  the  various  departments 
carry  on  their  work?  I  say  I  would  vote  for  it. 
Up  to  the  present  time  I  have  had  no  information 
that  they  can  receive  the  equipment.  If  there  is 
anyone,  as  the  councilor  from  Ward  14  (Coun. 
Muchnick)  stated,  that  has  received  the  informa- 
tion, I  would  like  to  ask  him  through  you,  Mr. 
President,  if  I  may,  if  he  can  inform  me  where 
this  equipment  is  going  to  he  bought  and  what 
equipment  this  $1,500,000  will  buy. 

President  KELLY — Councilor  Muchnick,  can 
you  enlighten  the  councilor? 

Coun.  MUCHNICK— I  will  do  my  best.  Before 
any  equipment  can  be  purchased,  the  money 
must  be  provided.  Once  the  money  is  provided, 
the  bids  are  advertised.  After  the  bids  are 
accepted,  and  I  understand  that  it  is  the  lowest 
bidder  under  the  law  that  is  accepted,  then  the 
contracts  are  drawn  and  the  companies  go  to 
work.  They  go  to  work  only  through  the  specifi- 
cations which  we  provide.  Until  we  give  them 
specifications  they  can  do  nothing.  I  understand 
through  the  Fire  Commissioner,  in  the  letter  which 
he  has  sent  to  Councilor  Lane,  of  course  it  will 
take  some  time  before  the  equipment  is  constructed 
and  sent  to  the  city.  Particularly  is  that  due  to 
the  present  condition  of  labor  and  materials. 
The  longer  we  stall,  the  chances  are  other  cities 
will  be  getting  their  bids  in  to  some  of  these  com- 
panies. By  stalling  a  week  or  two  we  may  lose 
six  or  eight  months.  Other  cities  may  get  in 
ahead  of  us. 

President  KELLY — Does  that  answer  your 
question? 

Coun.  RUSSO — No,  it  does  not.  I  knew  that 
before  he  spoke. 

Coun.  MUCHNICK — If  the  councilor  wants  any 
further  information,  if  he  will  give  me  the  lines 
along  which  he  wants  it,  I  will  try  to  give  it  to  him. 

Coun.  RUSSO — Mr.  President,  the  information 
I  am  seeking  is  how  many  pieces  of  equipment  does 
this  $1,500,000  procure. 

Coun.  MUCHNICK— Well,  inasmuch  as  the 
Fire  Department  is  concerned,  they  want  sixteen 
pumping  engines  at  $13,000  apiece.  They  want 
six  hose  cars  at  $10,000  apiece.  They  want  two 
aerial  ladder  trucks  at  $20,000  apiece. 

President  KELLY— Just  the  Fire  Department? 

Coun.  RUSSO — It  is  true,  so  far  as  some  of  the 
equipment  they  are  contemplating  getting  by  this 
$1,500,000,  he  is  reading  only  part  of  the  recom- 
mendation given  to  his  Honor  the  Mayor  by  the 
heads  of  the  departments  and  forwarded  to  us. 
However,  I  have  not  the  information  that  they  are 
able  to  get  a  contract  for  this  apparatus.  I  have 
been  told  that  they  have  gone  as  far  as  New  York 
trying  to  procure  equipment  that  this  $1,500,000 
is  supposed  to  get.  They  have  been  unable  even 
on  the  government  surplus  commodities  to  get 
any     equipment.      Therefore,      how      can     we     be 
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justified,  knowing  full  well  that  the  equipment  is 
not  available,  in  passing  $1,500,000. 

Coun.  MUCHNICK— I  would  like  to  know  if 
this  question  is  still  being  addressed  to  me? 

Coun.  RUSSO — He  may  sit  down. 

Coun.  MUCHNICK— Thank  you  very  much. 

Coun.  RUSSO — Therefore,  how  can  the  Council 
truthfully  justify  this,  knowing  full  well  that  there 
has  been  no  information  forthcoming  to  indicate 
they  would  be  able  to  receive  this  equipment? 

Coun.  MUCHNICK— Will  the  gentleman 
yield  for  a  question? 

Coun.  RUSSO^I  told  him  to  sit  down.  I  do 
not  intend  to  yield. 

President  KELLY — I  am  sorry. 

Coun.  MUCHNICK— So  am  I. 

Coun.   LINEHAN— Will   the   gentleman   yield? 

President  KELLY — Councilor  Russo  has  the 
floor.  He  can  yield  to  answer  a  question  himself, 
but,  if  he  yields  for  you  to  ask  somebody  else  a 
question,  he  has  to  yield  the  floor. 

Coun.  RUSSO— Mr.  President,  I  would  be 
very  glad  to  yield  to  the  gentleman  from  Ward  7 
(Coun.  Linehan)  if  he  wants  to  ask  me  a  question, 
and  I  in  turn  will  ask  you. 

Coun.  LINEHAN — I  would  like  to  ask  the 
gentleman  from  Ward  3  (Coun.  Russo)  if  he  would 
ask  the  gentleman  from  Ward  14  (Coun.  Much- 
nick)  'since  when  he  became  the  spokesman  for  the 
Mayor? 

Coun.  RUSSO — Mr.  President,  having  heard  the 
question  put  to  me,  of  course  I  do  not  know,  but  I 
would  ask  Councilor  Muchnick  if  he  so  desires  to 
answer  that. 

Coun.  MUCHNICK— I  would  be  glad  to 
answer  it. 

Coun.  RUSSO — I  am  asking  when  he  decided 
to  be  a  spokesman  for  the  Mayor. 

Coun.  MUCHNICK — I  have  never  decided  to 
be  the  spokesman  for  his  Honor  the  Mayor.  I  do 
not  know  that  either  he  or  I  want  me  to  take  up 
that  dubious  distinction.  At  any  time  when  the 
Mayor  of  Boston  introduces  a  loan  order  which  I 
feel  is  for  the  benefit  of  the  city,  I  will  speak  for  it. 

Coun.  HURLEY— I  would  like  to  ask  the 
gentleman  a  question.     Will  he  yield? 

Coun.  MUCHNICK— Gladly. 

Coun.  HURLEY — I  would  like  to  know  if  you 
would  answer  the  telephone.     It  is  for  you. 

Coun.  MUCHNICK — I  started  to  say  I  did  not 
propose  to  be  the  spokesman  for  his  Honor  the 
Mayor.  I  do  not  think  he  wants  me  to  be.  I  do 
not  want  to  be  myself.  At  any  time  that  the 
Mayor  of  Boston  introduces  a  loan  order,  or  any 
other  order  that  I  feel  would  benefit  the  City  of 
Boston,  he  will  get  my  support.  This  is  one  of 
them.     Now,  may  I  answer  the  telephone? 

Coun.  RUSSO — I  have  listened  to  a  lengthy 
explanation.     The  question  was  simple. 

Coun.  MUCHNICK — Do  I  get  another  chance 
at  that? 

Coun.  RUSSO — I  would  like  to  ask  through 
you,  Mr.  President,  and  through  your  Finance 
Committee,  if  the  Finance  Committee  here  was 
assured  that  every  parcel  of  equipment  that  this 
loan  order  is  intended  for  could  be  acquired  if  we 
passed  the  loan  order?  I  know,  Mr.  President, 
that  they  cannot  assure  me  or  assure  the  Council 
that  this  money,  if  passed  today,  will  be  able  to 
purchase  the  equipment  necessary  in  order  for  the 
department  to  function  in  the  manner  in  which 
they  are  supposed  to  function.  I  know,  Mr. 
President,  that  they  are  not  able  to  receive  the 
equipment.  Why  should  the  Council  then  vote 
for  a  loan  order?  I  want  to  be  fair.  I  have 
always  tried  to  be  fair.  Unless  we  can  get  the 
proper  information  and  make  certain  that  every- 
thing we  pass  on  is  carried  out,  unless  we  have 
been  assured  that  the  equipment,  as  far  as  the 
Fire  Department  needs  are  concerned,  would  be 
able  to  be  acquired,  we  should  not  approve  this. 
I  know  that  in  the  Public  Works  Department  some 
of  our  trucks  have  been  broken  down  time  and 
time  again.  I  know  they  have  been  unable  to 
collect  garbage  and  ashes  in  my  district  and  other 
districts.  But  again  I  say  if  they  are  not  able  to 
get  this  equipment,  why  vote  to  give  them 
$1,500,000  blindly  when  we  know  it  will  be  either 
set  aside  or  otherwise  manipulated  in  a  manner 
that  will  not  serve  the  best  interests  of  the  people 
of  the  City  of  Boston.  I  therefore  urge,  Mr. 
President,  that  this  loan  order  be  laid  on  the  table 
for  one  week.  May  I  change  that  motion,  Mr. 
President?  I  would  rather  have  this  order  sent 
back  to  the  Committee  on  Finance  to  hold  a 
meeting,  a  public  hearing,  whereby  all  the  City 
Councilors  and  the  people  interested  may  be  able 


to  come  in  and  express  their  views.  I  therefore 
hope  that  this  matter  will  be  referred  back  to  the 
Committee  on  Finance. 

President  KELLY — Councilor  Russo  makes 
the  motion  that  this  matter  be  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  Finance.  It  is  not  a  vote. 
Councilor  Russo  doubts  the  vote  and  asks  for  a 
roll  call.  Enough  councilors  having  joined  him, 
the  clerk  will  call  the  roll. 

The  roll  was  called,  and  the  motion  to  refer 
back  to  the  Committee  on  Finance  was  lost,  yeas 
3,  nays  16: 

Yeas — Coun.  Chase,  Linehan,  Russo — 3. 

Nays — Coun.  Bryan,  Cantwell,  Coffey,  Cook, 
Fish,  Hannon,  Hurley,  Keenan,  Kelly,  Kinsella, 
Lane,  Madden,  McCormack,  Moriarty,  Muchnick, 
Scannell— 16. 

President  KELLY — The  question  comes  on  the 
passage  of  No.  2  on  the  calendar. 

Coun.  CHASE — I  move  reconsideration  of  the 
matter  before  us. 

President  KELLY — Councilor  Chase,  talking 
on  reconsideration  on  the  motion  to  refer  to  the 
Finance    Committee. 

Coun.  CHASE — Mr.  President,  it  would  appear 
that  the  Council  apparently  is  voting  blindly  on 
this  order.  There  are  a  number  of  councilors 
here  who  are  not  sufficiently  enlightened  as  to 
just  what  purpose  this  money  is  to  be  used  for. 
Departmental  equipment  is  rather  broad  language, 
sir.  It  could  include  radios;  it  could  include 
washing  machines;  it  could  include  equipment  of 
any  nature.  I  think  that  as  members  of  the 
City  Council  we  are  entitled  to  know  exactly 
what  this  $1,500,000  is  to  be  spent  for.  I  am  not 
satisfied.  Other  councilors  are  not  satisfied. 
We  have  been  unable  to  get  a  satisfactory  explana- 
tion as  to  what  this  money  is  to  be  used  for.  It 
would  appear  to  me,  Mr.  President,  that  much  of 
it  is  mostly  for  trucks,  which  I  understand  are  to 
be  purchased  for  the  Public  Works  Department 
with  part  of  this  $1,500,000.  It  is  unnecessary 
in  view  of  the  fact  that  for  the  past  few  years 
the  city  has  adopted  a  radical  change  in  the 
conduct  of  its  municipal  business  in  the  Public 
Works  Department.  In  many  cases  where  the 
city  Sanitary  Division  was  using  its  own  trucks 
and  its  own  men  for  the  removal  of  ashes  and 
rubbish,  that  work  is  being  done  by  private 
contract.  It  would  hardly  seem  to  me,  sir,  that 
the  trucks  which  his  Honor  the  Mayor  contends 
are  necessary  for  the  proper  carrying  on  of  the 
business  in  the  Public  Works  Department  are 
needed.  This  matter  has  not  been  adequately 
explained.  Because  of  that,  sir,  I  hope  your 
Honorable  Body  will  go  along  on  my  motion  to 
reconsider,  in  order  that  we  can  lay  the  matter 
on  the  table  one  more  week  and  that  we  may  get 
a  better  explanation  of  the  proposed  expenditure. 

Coun.  RUSSO— Mr.  President,  talking  on 
reconsideration,  I  believe  that  the  Council  is 
ready  to  act  on  this  $1,500,000  loan  order,  having 
in  mind  that  the  whip  has  been  snapped.  When 
we  talk  about  dictatorial  powers,  Mr.  President, 
I  believe  we  have  one  of  the  greatest  dictators 
here,  including  Mussolini  and  Hitler  combined. 
I  do  not  know  why,  Mr.  President,  our  boys  shed 
their  blood  all  over  this  world  in  order  to  eliminate 
dictators  and  still  allow  in  our  own  midst  a  dictator 
here  in  the  City  of  Boston.  Again  I  say  that  the 
City  Council  ought  to  be  abolished.  He  has 
abolished  some  departments  and  department 
heads  by  saying  it  is  for  the  best  interests  of  the 
city  and  the  service.  I  say,  for  the  best  interests 
of  the  City  of  Boston,  abolish  the  Boston  City 
Council.  First  of  all,  we  have  no  power.  What- 
ever little  power  there  is,  we  ourselves  deprive 
ourselves  of  it.  Above  all,  when  you  have  a 
dictator,  then  it  is  high  time  that  the  people  of  the 
City  of  Boston  do  something  about  it.  I  asked  a 
question  here.  It  is  still  to  be  answered  by  any 
of  my  colleagues.  None  of  them  could  answer  it 
truthfully.  How  can  this  $1,500,000  acquire  the 
equipment  that  the  heads  of  the  departments 
desire? 

Coun.  MUCHNICK— Mr.  President. 
President  KELLY — For  what  purpose  does  the 
gentleman  rise? 

Coun.  MUCHNICK — To  complain.  I  may  not 
not  have  answered  it  to  the  councilor's  satisfaction, 
but  I  answered  it  truthfully. 

President  KELLY — The  councilor  is  out  of 
order.     Councilor  Russo. 

Coun.  RUSSO— Mr.  President,  when  I  asked 
the  question  if  your  Finance  Committee  or  any 
other  of  my  colleagues  here  could  truthfully  inform 
me  that  the  various  departments  asking  for  the 
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SI. ..00. 000  for  equipment  would  be  able  to  acquire 
thai  equipment,  do  one  answered  the  question 
truthfully,  1  believe,  Mr,  President, 

Coun.  SULLIVAN  Will  the  gentleman  yield 
for  a  question? 

Coun.  RUSSO-  Not  at  this  time.  I  cannot  see 
for  the  life  of  me  why  the  Council  should  take 
anion  todaj  .  knowing  full  well  we  will  not  be  able 
to  get  the  equipment  in  another  year  or  more.  I 
would  like  to  have  the  various  departments  come 
in  before  us  so  we  can  find  out  from  them  and 
have  some  assurance  on  the  matter.  I  would 
rather  have  the  heads  of  the  departments  come  to 
us.  If  thej  can  say  they  are  sure  it  would  be 
procured,  1  would  take  their  word  in  preference  to 
hi-  Hun, ir  the  Mayor.  He  lias  said  publicly  in 
front  ,,l  witnesses  his  word  can  be  broken  at  any 
lime. 

Coun.  SULLIVAN— Mr.  President,  I  wonder  if 
1  could  obtain  a  point  of  information  through  you. 
I  wonder  if  the  gentleman  from  Ward  3  (Coun. 
Russo)  will  tell  us  how  he  voted  two  weeks  ago 
when  I  was  trying  to  have  this  referred  to  the 
Executive  Committee,  how  he  voted  on  it? 

Coun.  RUSSO— Mr.  President,  I  will  be  glad  to 
answer  that.  If  my  colleague  from  Ward  9 
(Coun.  Sullivan)  was  listening  when  I  first  started 
to  speak,  I  stated  I  voted  for  this  loan  order 
believing  that  within  two  weeks'  time  I  would 
receive  the  proper  information.  I  was  not  trying 
to  hold  this  over.  1  was  hoping  that  within  these 
two  weeks  I  would  receive  the  information  I  was 
seeking.  I  have  been  able  to  receive  some  in- 
formation. That  information  has  been  that  they 
have  tried  to  procure  equipment  and  that  they 
have  been  unable  to  get  any  equipment.  As  I 
understand  it,  they  have  gone  as  far  as  New  York 
and  have  applied  for  surplus  commodities  trying  to 
procure  some  of  this  equipment.  They  have  been 
unable  to  get  it.  There  is  no  question  that  they 
will  be  unable  to  receive  the  equipment  if  we  pass 
this  loan.  I  say,  why  should  we  vote  on  this  loan 
today?  What  is  the  reason  that  this  loan  must 
pass  today?  I  do  not  see  any  reason.  If  my 
information  was  that  they  were  able  to  receive  the 
equipment  required  by  the  loan  and  they  could 
show  me  they  could  contract  and  get  the  equip- 
ment, I  am  the  last  fellow  to  see  any  department 
function  without  proper  equipment  which  is 
necessary  in  order  to  carry  out  the  work.  I  have 
not  been  able  to  get  that  information,  Mr.  Presi- 
dent. That  is  the  reason  why  I  vigorously  oppose 
the  passing  of  this  loan  order  at  this  time.  Is 
there  any  councilor  who  can  honestly  say  he  has 
been  assured  the  equipment  can  be  procured? 

Coun.  MUCHNICK— Will  the  councilor  yield 
for  a  question? 

Coun.  RUSSO— No.  Mr.  President,  I  have 
been  in  the  Council  now  going  on  seven  years.  I 
believe  most  of  the  older  councilors  can  testify  to 
the  fact  I  have  always  tried  to  be  fair.  If  there 
are  any  differences  between  his  Honor  the  Mayor 
and  myself,  it  does  not  enter  into  my  opinion  on 
any  question  that  comes  before  you.  I  have 
always  been  fair,  whether  I  liked  the  man  on  the 
second  floor  or  not,  on  previous  administrations. 
These  are  the  exact  words  I  said  to  his  Honor  the 
Mayor  when  I  first  took  office:  "I  will  not  ask 
him  for  anything  which  would  embarrass  him  or 
which  w^ould  be  detrimental  to  him,  neither  would 
I  give  in  to  him  unless  the  thing  were  within 
reason."  I  ask  him  if  this  $1,500,000  is  within 
reason. 

President  KELLY — You  have  thirty  seconds. 
I  want  to  be  fair. 

Coun.  RUSSO — I  do  not  feel  this  million  and  a 
half  is  within  reason,  because  we  cannot  acquire 
the  equipment  that  this  money  should  buy.  We 
cannot  acquire  it.  No  councilor  can  give  me  the 
information. 

Coun.  CHASE— Mr.  President,  will  the  gentle- 
man yield  to  me? 

President  KELLY — Just  a  minute.  He  cannot, 
yield.     His  time  has  expired. 

Coun.   CHASE — Does   the   gentleman   yield   to 
me? 
Coun.  RUSSO-   Yes. 

President  KELLY — Councilor  Russo 's  time  has 
expired. 

Coun.  CHASE — I  now  yield  to  the  gentleman. 
President  KELLY — His  time  has  expired.     The 
question  is  on  reconsideration. 

Coun.  CHASE — I  yield  my  time  to  the  gentle- 
man from  Ward  3  (Coun.  Russo). 

President  KELLY — I  am  sorry,  councilor.  I 
have  not  recognized  you  yet.  The  question  is  on 
reconsideration. 


Coun.  SCANNELL— Mr.  President. 
President  KELLY — Councilor  Scannell. 
Coun.  LINEHAN— He  was  sitting  down,   Mr. 
President. 

President  KELLY — For  what  purpose  does  the 
gentleman  rise? 

Coun.  CHASE — A  point,  of  information.  Go 
back  in  the  records,  Mr.  President,  and  see  if  he 
did  not,  recognize  me. 

(The  record  is  read  back.) 

President,  KELLY — Councilor  Scannell  has  the 
floor. 

Coun.  CHASE — I  think  from  the  notes  of  the 
stenographer  it  is  quite  clear  you  recognized  me. 
President  KELLY — I  recognized  you  for  the 
purpose  of  asking  Councilor  Russo  a  question. 
You  asked  Councilor  Russo  if  he  would  yield 
the  floor.  I  told  Councilor  Russo  his  time  had 
expired.  . 

Coun.  CHASE — I  did  not  ask  any  question  of 
you. 

President.  KELLY — When  you  arose,  I  asked 
you  for  what  purpose  did  you  rise.  You  said  to 
ask  Councilor  Russo  a  question.  I  said  the  Chair 
has  said  that  Councilor  Russo's  time  had  expired. 
Coun.  CHASE — I  remember  clearly,  Mr.  Presi- 
dent, I  asked  of  you  whether  or  not  the  gentleman 
from  Ward  3  would  yield  to  me. 

President  KELLY— The  Chair  ruled  that  Coun- 
cilor Russo  could  not  yield,  his  time  had  expired. 
_  Coun.  CHASE — Well,  you  recognized  me  as  his 
time  had  expired  and  then  I  had  the  floor. 
Coun.  FISH — Mr.  President. 
President  KELLY — Councilor  Scannell  has  the 
floor.     For  what  purpose  does  the  gentleman  rise? 
Coun.  FISH — I  move  the  previous  question. 
Coun.  SCANNELL— Mr.  President. 
President  KELLY — Talking  on  reconsideration. 
The  previous  question  would  be  a  motion  that  is 
out  of  order.     We  are  talking  on  reconsideration, 
and  I  recognize  Councilor  Scannell. 
Coun.  SCANNELL— Mr.  President. 
Coun.  CHASE — Mr.  President,  is  it  my  under- 
standing you  rule  that  vou  did  not  recognize  me? 
President  KELLY— That  is  right. 
Coun.    SCANNELL — As    a    member    of    the 
Finance  Committee  of  the  City  Council,  I  believe 
I  have  asked  enough  questions  here  in  the  past 
two    weeks,    and    that    the    Finance    Committee 
meetings   gave    me   enough    knowledge    of    where 
this   $1,500,000   is   going   to    be   spent.     At   that 
time   the   Fire   Commissioner   came   in.     He   said 
$1,500,000  would  not  be  enough  to  supply  the  full 
needs  of  equipment.     It  is  all  right  to  say  that 
the  members  of  this  Body  are  being  dictated  to. 
As  far  as  I  am  concerned,  I  want  to  be  dictated 
to  if  there  is  such  a  thing  as  being  dictated  to  on 
fire  equipment.     This  equipment  is  due.     Equip- 
ment has  not  been  bought  for  the  last  six  or  seven 
years  due   to   the   war  effort.     I  said   two   weeks 
ago  I  would  spend  a  million  or  two  million  dollars 
for     fire     equipment.     The     Fire     Commissioner 
said  at  the  Finance  Committee  meeting  that  half 
a  million  dollars  is  too  little  for  fire  equipment. 
He  could  spend  that  much  more  to  bring  the  Fire 
Department  up  to  a  first-class  department.     I  am 
satisfied  that  the  Public  Works  Department,  as 
far  as  equipment  is  concerned,  is  in  a  deplorable 
condition.     The   councilor   from   Ward   3    (Coun. 
Russo)  talks  about  the  unsanitary  conditions  in  his 
district.     I   talked   about,   them   in    mine.     I    am 
satisfied  that  they  need  more  than  half  a  million 
dollars  for  equipment  in  the  Public  Works  Depart- 
ment.    Picture   the   past   five   years   of   the   war. 
It  is  very  little  money  that  the  City  of  Boston  is 
asked  to  spend.     Go  over  that  five  years,  cutting 
it  up  into  $1,500,000,  and  find  out  how  economical 
it  was  to  have  the  City  of  Boston  spending  at 
least  half  a  million  dollars  in   five  years,   which 
would   bring   it    up    to   $2,500,000,    as    compared 
to  this  $1,500,000.     Let  us  not  bring  in  the  old 
red    herring    across    this    track.     We    need    fire 
equipment  in  the  city  to  protect  the  lives  of  men, 
women  and  children  here.     We  need  trucks  and 
snow  equipment.     We  need  dump  trucks  for  the 
protection  of  the  health  of  the  people  of  the  city. 
Coun.  RUSSO — Mr.  President,  will  the  gentle- 
man yield  for  a  question? 

Coun.  SCANNELL— I  do  yield. 
Coun.  RUSSO— Mr.  President,  I  would  like  to 
ask   through   you   if  he   can   assure   me   that  the 
equipment  that  is  required  by  this  loan  could  be 

had?     For  his  information  I  would  like  to  state 

President  KELLY — Wait  a  minute. 

Coun.    SCANNELI Mr.     President,    may    I 

answer  that  question? 
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President  KELLY — I  do  not  think  he  has 
finished. 

Coun.  RUSSO — I  am  finished  on  my  question, 
Mr.  President.  Can  the  councilor  assure  me 
and  the  Council  if  he  has  had  any  information 
that  the  equipment  could  be  procured  at  this 
time? 

Coun.  SCANNELL — In  a  common-sense  way  I 
might  answer  that.  I  am  sure  if  you  put  the 
orders  for  the  equipment  in  today,  you  might 
get  the  equipment  earlier  than  if  you  put  them 
in  a  month  or  six  weeks  later.  I  also  might  ask 
if  the  councilor  knows,  if  we  put  in  orders  fiye 
years  ago  to  spend  a  couple  of  million  dollars, 
we  would  not  have  the  equipment  today  because 
the  war  effort  would  not  allow  it.  I  am  sincere 
when  I  say  we  need  fire  equipment  and  we  must 
get  rid  of  what  I  call  the  Toonerville  Fire  Depart- 
ment of  the  City  of  Boston.  Let  us  have  some 
new  equipment,  so  some  day  they  may  not  come 
back  and  say  the  members  of  the  City  Council 
would  not  appropriate  enough  money  for  the 
protection  of  the  men,  women  and  children  of 
the  city. 

President  KELLY — The  question  is  on  recon- 
sideration. 

Coun.  LINEHAN — I  wish  it  were  possible  to 
break  down  this  loan  order  of  $1,500,000  into  the 
different  component  parts  of  the  so-called  bond 
issue.  I  would  like  to  know  the  items  desired 
for  the  $1,500,000.  I  agree  with  my  colleague 
from  Ward  6  (Coun.  Scannell)  that  the  Fire 
Department  needs  equipment.  I  know  it  needs 
new  ladders.  Some  of  the  apparatus  broke  down 
here  about  a  week  ago.  Personally,  I  do  not 
know  anything  else,  but  I  am  willing  to  go  down 
the  line  and  say  without  too  much  information 
I  would  vote  for  items  which  go  to  the  Fire  Depart- 
ment. But  that  is  only  less  than  one  third  of  the 
$1,500,000,  as  I  understand  it.  I.  might  be 
corrected  if  that  is  not  so  by  the  chairman  of  the 
Committee  on  Finance.  He  is  among  the  missing. 
If  this  were  broken  down  into  different  depart- 
ments such  as  the  Fire  Department,  I  would 
vote  for  equipment  for  the  Fire  Department. 
But  as  far  as  the  other  million  dollars  is  concerned, 
I  would  want  to  be  shown.  I  said  two  weeks 
ago  the  Public  Works  Department  seems  to  be 
getting  smaller  in  regard  to  its  duties.  I  think  I 
told  the  councilors  two  weeks  ago  many  of  the 
bridges  of  the  City  of  Boston  would  be  taken 
over  by  the  state  before  the  year  is  out.  That 
means  a  little  less  equipment  will  be  needed  on 
bridges.  It  is  my  understanding  that  his  Honor 
the  Mayor  gave  out  even  more,  if  not  just  as 
many,  contracts  on  the  collection  of  ashes  and 
garbage.  I  think  he  gave  out  more.  I  am  not 
sure.  Of  course,  there  is  a  10  per  cent  increase 
in  that  contract  price. 

Coun.  MUCHNICK— Will  the  gentleman  yield 
for  a  question? 

Coun.  LINEHAN — I  yield  to  the  distinguished 
gentleman  from  Ward  14. 

Coun.  MUCHNICK— It  would  be  a  pleasure  to 
ask  a  question  of  the  distinguished  gentleman 
from  Ward  7.  Does  the  gentleman  from  Ward  7 
know  if  we  do  not  buy  the  equipment  we  do  not 
borrow  the  money — that  this  is  just  authority 
to  use  it  if  and  when  we  need  the  equipment  and 
can  get  it? 

Coun.  LINEHAN— Well,  Mr.  President,  I  am 
awfully  glad  to  hear  from  the  distinguished  lawyer 
from  Ward  14  (Coun.  Muchnick)  this  is  only 
authority.  Once  we  give  the  authority,  may  I 
inform  the  gentleman  from  Ward  14  the  City 
Councilors  do  not  have  too  much  to  do  about  it. 
It  is  ruled  by  the  Corporation  Counsel  that  practi- 
cally it  is  not  any  of  their  business.  We  do  not 
have  any  say  about  it. 

Coun.      MUCHNICK— Will      the      gentleman 
yield  for  a  second  question? 
Coun.  LINEHAN— I  will. 

Coun.  MUCHNICK— Does  the  distinguished 
lawyer  from  Ward  7  (Coun.  Linehan)  know  under 
the  law  none  of  this  money  can  be  borrowed  unless 
it  is  actually  spent  for  the  purpose  for  which  it  was 
borrowed? 

Coun.  RUSSO — Mr.  President,  a  point  of  order. 
My  point  of  order  is  I  believe  our  rule  states  that 
when  we  are  addressed  we  should  be  addressed  as 
councilors  and  not  as  lawyers.' 
-  President  KELLY — The  point  is  well  taken. 

Coun.  LINEHAN— Mr.  President,  I  am  not 
sorry  to  be  a  lawyer.  Mr.  President,  I  still  get  a 
kick  out  of  the  gentleman  from  Ward  14  (Coun. 
Muchnick)  talking  about  the  money  having  to  be 


appropriated  for  whatever  the  bond  issue  is  being 
floated  for.  Of  course  I  know  that.  Every 
councilor  in  here  knows  that.  Does  he  think  lie 
is  giving  us  an  academic  lecture  on  finance? 
Naturally  we  want  to  know  what  he  is  going  to 
use  the  money  for.  I  haven't  any  doubt  he  is 
going  to  use  the  $1,500,000.  To  be  honest  with 
you,  I  feel  sure  he  will  use  it  probably  before  the 
year  is  out.  I  do  not  think  the  distinguished 
gentleman  from  Ward  14  has  given  us  any  informa- 
tion. It  is  kind  of  hard  with  all  these  gentlemen 
bobbing  up  to  keep  your  bearings.  I  am  thrown 
off.  I  am  not  as  snappy  as  I  used  to  be.  I  would 
like  to  keep  Councilor  Muchnick  here  a  few  more 
minutes.  Mr.  President,  we  go  back  again  to  the 
old  tax  rate.  I  understand  his  Honor  the  Mayor 
talked  about  the  tax  rate  tonight  over  the  radio. 
One  of  the  greatest  accomplishments  of  the  Mayor 
of  Boston,  Maurice  J.  Tobin,  was  to  lower  the 
debt  of  the  city.  The  gentleman  has  not  received 
much  credit.  His  monument  was  to  try  to  lower 
the  debt  of  the  city.  This  year  we  were  going  to 
have,  as  I  remember  from  the  luncheon  at  the 
Parker  House,  his  Honor  the  Mayor  to 
lower  the  tax  rate.  We  find  it  is  $5,000,000 
more  than  Mayor  Kerrigan's  budget.  I  do  not 
know  how  much  that  is  going  to  put  up  the  tax 
rate  this  year.  We  have  this  $4,000,000  here.  I 
cannot  see  much  improvement  in  the  next  few 
years  under  the  present  Mayor.  If  he  keeps 
adopting  these  tactics,  he  has  to  realize  from  ex- 
perience he  cannot  get  much  assistance  from  the 
Legislature.  Like  the  members  of  the  Council,  it 
is  about  time  they  found  out  that  when  they  file  an 
order  telling  the  Legislature  to  do  this  or  that,  it  is 
given  the  old  heave-ho  in  the  Legislature.  The 
representatives  at  Beacon  Hill  do  not  think  much 
of  the  City  Councilors.  Why,  I  do  not  know. 
They  just  do  not.  His  Honor  the  Mayor  en- 
deavored to  lower  the  tax  rate  by  the  only  means  I 
know  of,  borrowing  money.  Anybody  can  do  that. 
Any  grammar  school  or  high  school  kid  in  the 
Mayor's  seat  could  borrow  the  money  with  the 
favorable  debt  situation  we  had  in  which  Maurice 
Tobin  left  the  city.  Even  though  some  of  the 
councilors  might  not  like  that,  he  did  leave  a  swell 
debt  situation.  I  really  think  his  Honor  the 
Mayor  is  starting  to  ruin  that  picture.  This  is  the 
beginning  of  the  ruining  of  the  one  bright  spot  in 
the  city's  financial  structure,  the  debt  structure. 
This  $4,000,000  loan,  plus  I  do  not  know  how 
many  more  million  before  the  end  of  the  year,  and 
you  can  rest  assured  we  are  not  going  to  have  a 
loan  debt  structure  that  will  be  lower  bjr  the  end  of 
1946. 

President  KELLY — Thirty  seconds. 

Coun.  LINEHAN — Thank  you  very  much. 

Coun.  FISH — Mr.  President,  I  move  the 
previous  question. 

President  KELLY — Councilor  Fish  moves  the 
previous  question.  It  is  a  vote  and  so  ordered. 
Councilor  Russo  doubts  the  vote  and,  a  sufficient 
number  of  councilors  having  joined  him,  he  asks 
for  a  roll  call.  The  clerk  will  call  the  roll.  The 
motion  is  on  the  previous  question. 

The  roll  was  called,  and  the  motion  on  the 
previous  question  was  carried,  yeas  16,  nays  3: 

Yeas — Coun.  Bryan,  Cantwell,  Coffey,^  Cook, 
Fish,  Hannon,  Hurley,  Keenan,  Kelly,  Kinsella, 
Lane,  Madden,  McCormack,  Moriarty,  Muchnick, 
Scannell — 16. 

Nays — Coun.  Chase,  Linehan,  Russo — 3. 

President  KELLY — The  question  is  now  on  the 
passage  of  the  order,  No.  2  on  the  calendar.  The 
clerk  will  call  the  roll.     There  is  no  debate. 

Coun.  LINEHAN — Why  is  there  no  debate  on 
No.  2? 

President  KELLY — The  previous  question  has 
been  moved. 

Coun.  LINEHAN — Wasn't  the  previous  ques- 
tion raised  on  reconsideration? 

President  KELLY — The  previous  question 
brings  the  main  question  into  effect. 

Coun.  LINEHAN— Thank  you. 

The  roll  was  called,  and  the  order  for  loan  of 
$1,500,000  for  Departmental  Equipment  was 
given  its  second  reading  and  passage,  yeas  17, 
nays  3: 

Yeas — Coun.  Bryan,  Cantwell,  Coffey,  Cook, 
Fish,  Hannon,  Hurley,  Keenan,  Kelly,  Kinsella, 
Lane,  Madden,  McCormack,  Moriarty,  Muchnick, 
Scannell,  Sullivan — 17. 

Nays — Coun.  Chase,  Linehan,  Russo — 3. 

President  KELLY— The  Chair  will  call  up 
No.  3  on  the  calendar. 

No.  3  on  the  calendar  was  as  follows: 
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3.  Motion  on  order  for  loan  of  $1,000,000  for 
Sewerage   Works. 

On  \pril  15,  L946,  the  said  order  was  read  once 
and  passed,  yeas  15,  navs  4. 

Presided   KK1.I.V  -  The  olerk  will  call  the  roll. 

Coun,  ('MASK  -Mr,  President,  this  pertains  to 
a  loan  order  of  $1,000,00(3  for  sewerage  works. 
Like  the  other  two  orders,  Mr.  President,  I  feel 
that,  in  view  of  the  lack  of  information  submitted 
by  his  Honor  the  Mayor,  I  am  not  prepared  to  ail 
favorably  on  this  older.  1  think  that  his  Honor 
the  Mayor  could  provide  information  pertaining 
to  such  a  loan  order  of  such  a  size  which  would 
give  us  real  insight  as  to  what  this  million  dollars 
is  to  be  used  for.  A  loan  order  of  $1,000,000  for 
sewerage  works  is  pretty  broad.  Yet  we  do  not 
know  exactly  just   how  the  money  is  to  be  spent. 

Conn.    KINSELLA— Mr.   President. 

President  KELLY — For  what  purpose  does  the 
gentleman    rise? 

Coun.  KINSELLA — Will  the  gentleman  yield 
for  a  question? 

Coun.  CHASE — No.  We  do  not  know,  sir, 
if  this  money  is  going  to  be  spent  on  a  main 
sewerage  works  program  or  if  it  is  going  to  be 
broken  up  into  twenty-two  districts.  At  least, 
I  have  not  been  given  any  information  on  this 
point.  I  feel,  Mr.  President,  in  view  of  the 
decided  increase  in  the  tax  rate  we  are  going  to 
have  this  year,  we  should  use  every  possible 
effort  to  hold  his  Honor  the  Mayor  down  on  any 
spending  spree  he  may  undertake. 

Coun.  FISH — Mr.  President,  if  I  may  make  a 
motion. 

President  KELLY — Councilor  Chase,  you  have 
the  floor.     If  you  wish  to  yield 

Coun.  CHASE— I  do  not  yield. 

Coun.  FISH — A  point  of  information,  Mr. 
President.  If  I  am  in  order  now,  we  have  had 
enough  talk  about  the  Mayor.  I  move  the  previous 
question  now. 

President  KELLY — I  cannot  accept  the  motion. 
Councilor  Chase  still  has  the  floor. 

Coun.  CHASE — Mr.  President,  it  is  not  so 
many  minutes  ago  that  the  members  of  this 
Council  were  engaged  in  debate.  We  heard  the 
master's  voice  ringing  from  the  outside  chamber. 
He  was  telling  of  shattered  ideals  and  discussing 
the  tax  rate. 

Coun.  MUCHNICK— Mr.  President,  a  point 
of  order.  I  do  not  think  that  the  subject  we  are 
now  discussing  is  "Shattered  Ideals."  I  think 
we  are  more  on  sewerage. 

President  KELLY — The  point  is  well  taken. 
We  are  talking  on  the  $1,000,000  sewer  loan. 

Coun.  CHASE — Mr.  President,  my  remarks 
are  leading  up  to  the  point  in  question. 

President   KELLY — ALL  right,   councilor. 

Coun.  CHASE— I  feel,  Mr.  President,  that  his 
Honor  the  Mayor — the  gentleman  made  some 
salutary  remark  about  the  Mayor — I  feel  that  if 
his  Honor  the  Mayor  is  as  sincere  as  his  voice 
sounded  on  the  radio  tonight  about  his  interest 
in  the  well-being  of  the  citizenry  of  Boston,  that 
he  would  have  provided  adequate 

Coun.  MUCHNICK— Mr.  President,  I '  think 
the  point  under  discussion  is  still  sewerage  and  not 
the  remarkable  radio  voice  of  the  Mayor. 

President  KELLY — The  point  is  well  taken. 
I  am  going  to  ask  the  councilor  to  kindly  stay  on 
the  $1,000,000  sewer  loan.  If  you  do  not,  I  will 
rule  you  out  of  order. 

Coun.  FISH — You  have  ruled  he  is  not  speaking 
on  the  order.     I  now  move  the  previous  question. 

President  KELLY — I  have  not  ruled.  I  have 
warned  him.  I  have  not  ruled  him  out  of  order. 
I  have  given  him  a  warning  that  if  he  does  stray 
again  I  am  going  to  rule  him  out  of  order. 

Coun.  CHASE — Mr.  President,  we  are  now 
considering  a  loan  order  of  $1,000,000  for  the 
sewerage  works.  That  loan  order,  sir,  is  not 
prepared  by  the  City  Council  nor  was  that  loan 
order  prepared  by  his  Excellency  the  Governor 
of  the  Commonwealth,  nor  was  the  loan  order 
proposed  by  any  civic  group  in  out  city.  That 
loan  order  was  proposed  by  his  Honor  the  Mayor, 
hi-  ifonoi  .lames  Michael  Curley,  Mayor  of  the 
City  of  Boston.  Mr.  President,  I  question  the 
need  for  the  expenditure  of  $1,000,000.  I  question 
the-  need  for  that  expenditure  because  of  the  fact 
thai  no  adequate  explanation  has  been  given  this 
Honorable  Body.  Are  we  to  vote  on  this  matter 
blindly  iusl  because  the  master,  the  Honorable 
.lame-,  Michael  Curley,  has  seen  fit  to  propose  it? 
Aren't  we  entitled  to  the  information  which  the 
Charter  says  we  are  entitled  to?  Mr. 
Pre  ident,    we   have   a   number   of   councilors   here 


who  are  not  satisfied  with  the  enlightenment  we 
have  been  given  on  the  subject  matter  before  us. 
This  is  a  matter  pertaining  to  a  million  dollars 
of  the  taxpayers'  money.  They  will  be  called 
upon,  sir,  to  make  this  up  out  of  the  tax  money. 
The  people  of  Jamaica  Plain,  Hyde  Park,  West 
Hoxbury,  all  over  the  City  of  Boston,  sir,  these 
taxpayers  from  the  little  homes  will  be  called 
upon  to  make  up  this  million  dollars.  All  we 
have  as  representatives  of  the  taxpayers  are  blanket 
orders  for  $1,000,000  for  the  sewerage  works. 
What  kind  of  sewerage  works?  Where  is  this 
money  to  be  spent?  When  is  it  to  be  spent? 
How  is  it  to  be  spent?  Yet,  sir,  we  have  councilors 
in  this  Body  here  who  desire  that  information 
and  were  denied  the  opportunity  of  receiving  it. 
Some  of  our  members  were  moving  the  previous 
question  and  cutting  off  debate,  cutting  off  the 
only  avenue  of  explanation  we  might  hope  to  get. 
Sir,  I  feel  that  we  are  entitled  to  know  more  about 
this  sewerage  loan  order. 

Coun.  SCANNELL — A  point  of  information, 
■Mr.  President.  Might  I  ask  through  you,  might 
I  ask  the  City  Clerk  through  you,  if  he' knows  the 
last  loan  order  in  here  for  sewerage  for  the  city? 
President  KELLY — Nineteen  forty-five. 
Coun.  SCANNELL—Would  the  clerk  inform 
me,  through  the  Chair,  is  that  an  order  that  comes 
in  every  year? 

President  KELLY — I  am  informed  it  is  two  out 
of  every  three  years. 

Coun.  SCANNELL— Thank  you. 
Coun.  CHASE — Mr.  President,  we  have  twenty- 
two  members  in  this  City  Council.  How  many  of 
the  councilors  here  know  what  percentage  of  this 
million  dollars  is  going  to  be  spent  in  their  indi- 
vidual wards? 

Coun.  BRYAN— Mr.  President. 
President  KELLY — For  what  purpose  does  the 
gentleman  rise? 

Coun.  BRYAN — Well,  the  gentleman  is  asking 
the  Council  if  they  know  what  percentage  is  going 
to  be  spend  in  their  wards. 

Coun.  CHASE — I  do  not  yield.  I  am  asking, 
sir,  from  you  as  presiding  officer  and  through  you. 
■sir,  how  many  councilors  know  exactly  how  much 
of  this  million  dollars  is  to  be  spent  in  their  own 
particular  wards. 

Coun.  BRYAN— Mr.  President. 
Coun.  CHASE— Mr.  President,  I  do  not  yield. 
Coun.    BRYAN— Mr.    President,    I    desire    to 
answer  the  gentleman  for  my  district. 

President  KELLY — I  am  sorry,  councilor,  you 
cannot  answer  him  if  he  will  not  yield. 

Coun.  BRYAN — If  he  keeps  asking  the  ques- 
tion, I  will  want  to  answer  it  pertaining  to  my 
ward. 

Coun.  CHASE — The  gentleman  will  have  ample 
opportunity  in  the  future  to  answer  the  question, 
and  so  will  any  other  gentleman  who  has  such 
knowledge.  But  I  say  to  you,  sir,  I  have  no 
knowledge  of  how  much  money  is  to  be  spent  in 
the  wards  of  the  city.  I  venture  to  say  the 
gentleman    from    South    Boston    does    not    know 

about  his  district.     I  venture  to  say 

Coun.  SCANNELL — Mr.  President,  a  point  of 
information.  A  point  of  personal  privilege.  I 
happen  to  know  I  am  going  to  get  a  couple  of 
sewers  sixty  years  old  in  my  district. 

Coun.  FISH — Mr.  President,  I  do  not  reside  in 
Ward  4.  He  will  get  as  much  sewer  work  as  is 
necessary. 

Coun.  MUCHNICK— Will  the  gentleman  yield 
for  a  question? 

Coun.  CHASE— No. 

Coun.  MUCHNICK— A  point  of  information, 
Mr.  President.  I  would  like  to  be  informed  about 
how  much  longer  the  councilor  from  Ward  4 
(Coun.  Chase)  intends  to  speak  on  the  subject. 

Coun.  CHASE— Well,  Mr.  President,  it  is  not 
my  intention  to  use  dilatory  tactics.  I  am  merely 
asking  for  information. 

Coun.  BRYAN— Mr.  President. 
Coun.    COFFEY — Mr.    President,    a    point    of 
information.     Does  anybody  know  where  Mayor 
Kerrigan  is? 

Coun.  RUSSO— Mr.  President,  I  would  like  to 
ask  the  gentleman  if  he  will  yield  the  floor. 

Coun.  CHASE — I  yield  to  the  gentleman  from 
Ward  3  (Coun.  Russo). 

Coun.  FISH— Mr. -President 
President  KELLY — He  can  do  that. 
Coun.  RUSSO— Mr.  President. 
President    KELLY — Councilor    Rosso    has    the 
floor. 

Conn.  FISH — Mr.  President,  I  move  the 
previous  question, 
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Coun.  RUSSO— Mr.  President. 

President  KEL<LY — Councilor  Russo  has  the 
Moor. 

Coun.  FISH — I  appeal  from  the  decision  of  the 
Chair. 

Coun.  MUCHNICK— Mr.  President,  a  point  of 
order. 

Coun.  FISH — Do  I  have  the  privilege  of  appeal- 
ing from  the  decision  of  the  Chair? 

President  KELLY — Just  a  minute.  Councilor 
Muchnick,  what  is  your  point  of  order? 

Coun.  MUCHNICK— If  I  remember  the  pro- 
ceedings correctly,  you  recognized  Councilor  Russo 
for  a  question.  He  asked  if  Councilor  Chase 
would  yield  the  floor,  and  Councilor  Chase  yielded 
the  floor.  You  had  not  recognized  him  for  any- 
thing further  than  a  question.  Then  Councilor 
Fish  asked  him  for  the  floor,  and  Councilor  Russo 
went  on  again. 

President  KELLY — Councilor  Chase  yielded 
the  floor  to  Councilor  Russo.  Councilor  Russo  has 
the  floor.  Councilor  Fish  has  moved  the  previous 
question,  which  the  Chair  will  have  to  rule  out  of 
order.  Councilor  Fish  has  appealed  the  ruling  of 
the  Chair. 

Coun.  RUSSO— Mr.  President. 

Coun.  FISH — Mr.  President,  I  appreciate  the 
reason  the  floor  was  yielded.  It  was  just  to 
circumvent  the  issue  for  somebody  else  to  get  up 
and  talk  and  prolong  this.  However,  I  think  he 
will  run  out  of  wind  soon,  and  I  will  withdraw  my 
appeal. 

Coun.  RUSSO — Mr.  President,  of  course  it 
might  be  quite  a  joke  for  some  of  the  councilors, 
but  to  me,  I  feel  it  should  be  for  each  one  of  us 
much  more  serious  than  what  we  really  make  of 
it.  I  would  like  to  be  in  the  position  of  voting  on 
this  loan  order  in  the  affirmative.  But  I  cannot 
vote  and  know  very  well  what  this  loan  intends. 
I  do  not  know  how  much  of  this  money  is  going 
to  be  used  for  the  clearance  of  catch-basins. 
Take  a  walk  around  the  city,  Mr.  President,  and 
check  the  condition  that  the  catch-basins  are  in. 
I  would  like  to  know  how  much  of  this  million 
dollars  is  going  to  be  used  to  clean  up  that  mess, 
to  clean  up  the  breeding  place  of  diseases.  In  my 
district,  Mr.  President,  the  catch-basins  are  in  a 
deplorable  condition.  You  and  I  know  that  the 
children  of  our  districts,  and  in  particular  my 
district,  are  forced  to  play  on  the  streets  because 
whatever  little  playgrounds  there  are  in  the 
district  are  not  adequately  equipped.  I  have  all 
the  faith  in  the  world  in  the  head  of  the  Public 
Works  Department,  but,  however,  I  would  like 
to  be  informed  how  much  work  is  going  to  be 
done  in  cleaning  up  the  catch-basins. 

Coun.  KINSELLA— Will  the  gentleman  yield 
for  a  question? 

Coun.  RUSSO — Not  at  this  time.  I  am  sorry, 
Not  knowing  what  the  money  is  going  to  be 
spent  for  specifically,  how  can  we  act  on  this 
today? 

Coun.  LINEHAN — Mr.  President,  a  point  of 
information.  How  much  time  has  the  gentleman 
from  Ward  3  (Coun.  Russo)  got  left  for  debate? 

Coun.  RUSSO— All  day. 

President  KELLY — Talking  on  the  passage  of 
the  order,  he  has  unlimited  time. 

Coun.  SCANNELL— Mr.  President,  a  point  of 
information.  If  Councilor  Fish  had  moved  the 
previous  question,  can  we  question  the  authority 
of  the  Chair  and  ask  the  Body  to  overrule  the 
ruling  of  the  Chair?     May  I  ask  "that  through  you? 

President  KELLY — The  man  having  the  floor 
does  not  have  to  yield  the  floor  to  anybody. 

Coun.  HANNON — Mr.  President,  a  point  of 
parliamentary  inquiry.  I  would  like  to  inquire, 
through  you,  of  the  gentleman  who  has  the  floor  if, 
in  all  fairness  to  everybody  here,  particularly  in 
fairness  to  the  stenographer  who  has  been  working 
regularly  for  about  seven  hours  steadily,  if  we 
cannot  agree  on  a  certain  hour  at  which  time  the 
vote  will  be  taken,  and  then  we  might  all  go  out 
and  have  a  sandwich  and  come  back.  I  wonder 
if  the  gentleman  will  agree  to  a  motion  to  that 
effect? 

Coun.  RUSSO — I  cannot  agree  because  I  do 
not  know.  I  gather  my  thoughts  as  I  go  along. 
It  may  take  two  minutes  or  it  may  take  two  hours. 
I  do  not  know. 

Coun.  HANNON — Mr.  President,  in  fairness 
to  the  gentleman,  in  case  some  of  his  thoughts  are 
straggling,  suppose  we  give,  him  half  an  hour  and 
five  minutes?     Can  he  agree? 

President  KELLY — If  his  thoughts  straggle, 
I  will  have  to  rule  him  out  of  order.  Councilor 
Russo  has  the  floor. 


Coun.  FISH — Mr.  President,  a  point  of  informa- 
tion. In  the  event  you  rule  him  out  of  order, 
can  I  advance  the  previous  question? 

President  KELLY — That  is  in  order;  if  the 
Chair  recognizes  you,  you  can. 

Coun.  RUSSO— Mr.  President,  I  do  not  know 
why  they  are  asking  all  these  points  on  order.  I 
believe  if  I  am  out  of  order  that  the  President  has 
the  authority  to  call  me  out  of  order 

Coun.  MUCHNICK— Mr.  President,  a  point 
of  order.  vThe  gentleman  is  not  speaking  on 
item  No.  3  on  the  calendar  right  now.  I  ask  you 
rule  him  out  of  order. 

Coun.  RUSSO— Mr.  President,  I  would  like  to 
repeat  I  do  not  know  how  much  money  is  going 
to  be  spent  on  these  catch-basins,  cleaning  up 
all  the  catch-basins.  I  do  not  know  how  much 
money  is  going  to  be  spent  on  putting  in  new 
sewers. 

Coun.  HANNON— Mr.  President. 

President  KELLY — For  what  purpose  does  the 
gentleman    rise? 

Coun.  HANNON— To  find  out  if  the  gentleman 
wants   to   know. 

President  KELLY — Do  you  want  some  informa- 
tion?    Do  you  want  to  yield? 

Coun.  RUSSO — I  have  not  asked  for  anything, 
not  from  any  councilor.  I  wonder  if  the  gentle- 
man, Mr.  President,  wishes  to  answer  the  question 
that  I  will  put  to  him?  1  wonder  if  he  knows 
how  many  catch-basins  are  going  to  be  done  in 
mv  district. 

Coun.  HANNON— Well,  I  think  all  of  them 
will  be  done.  I  have  had  a  conference  with  the 
Commissioner  of  Public  Works,  and  he  has  assured 
me  all  of  the  catch-basins  are  going  to  be  cleaned. 
If  we  do  not  appropriate  the  $1,000,000,  the 
councilor  from  Ward  3  will  have  to  clean  them 
himself. 

Coun.  MUCHNICK— Will  the  gentleman  yield? 

Coun.  HANNON— I  yield. 

President  KELLY — Councilor  Russo  still  has 
the  floor. 

Coun.  HANNON — I  have  finished  my  answer, 
but  only  the  first  part  of  it.     Councilor  Muchnick 

Coun.  MUCHNICK— Mr.  President. 

President  KELLY — For  what  purpose  does  the 
gentleman  rise? 

Coun.  MUCHNICK— To  make  a  motion.  The 
councilor  from  Ward  3  (Coun.  Russo)  in  asking  the 
question  yielded  the  floor.  You  have  recognized 
me.     I  move  the  previous  question. 

Prssident  KELLY— Wait  a  minute.  I  only 
authorized  you  to  give  the  second  part  of  the 
answer  to  Councilor  Russo. 

Coun.  MUCHNICK— The  councilor  from  Ward 
3  (Coun.  Russo)  did  not  ask  any  question,  nor  did 
I  volunteer  to  make  any  answer.  The  councilor 
from  Ward  13  (Coun.  Hannon)  had  no  authority 
from  the  councilor  from  Ward  3  (Coun.  Russo)  or 
myself. 

Coun.  RUSSO — Mr.  President,  a  point  of  order. 

President  KELLY — Just  a  minute.  I  am  going 
to  rule  Councilor  Russo  has  the  floor.  Councilor 
Hannon  answered  the  first  part  of  the  question; 
then  he  said  Councilor  Muchnick  had  the  second 
answer.     I  want  to  be  fair. 

Coun.  HANNON— He  misled  me. 

Coun.  RUSSO — Of  course,  I  am  glad  to  hear 
from  the  gentleman  from  Ward  13  (Coun.  Hannon) 
that  all  the  catch-basins  in  my  district  are  going  to 
be  taken  care  of.  However,  I  have  heard  that  for 
the  past  seven  years.  I  would  like  to  hear  it  from 
the  Public  Works  Commissioner.  I  will  take  his 
word  in  comparison  with  his  Honor  the  Mayor.  I 
do  not  know  how  such  work  is  going  to  be  done 
in  my  district.  If  I  did  know,  I  would  be  glad  to 
go  along  with  a  loan  order  which  would  eliminate 
places  which  are  breeding  disease,  especially  the 
catch-basins  where  the  children  of  my  district  arc 
forced  to  play  on  the  streets  and  come  in  contact 
with  the  sewers  and  catch-basins.  I  say,  Mr. 
President,  his  Honor  the  Mayor  is  using  the  same 
tactics,  sending  out  a  loan  order  of  a  million  dollars 
and  refusing  the  City  Council  information  to 
which  they  are  entitled.  It  is  the  same  tactics  as  a 
dictator.  May  I,  Mr.  President,  inform  you  that 
he  is  the  same  gentleman  who  was  very  glad  to 
receive  the  honor  of  Cavalier  from  the  government 
of  Italy,  at  that  time  under  Mussolini. 

Coun.  FISH— Mr.  President. 

Piesident  KELLY — For  what  purpose  does  the 
gentleman  rise? 

Coun.  FISH — I  do  not  believe  the  gentleman  is 
talking  about  sewers. 
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Coun.  RUSSO  Mr,  President,  will  someone 
explain  to  me 

Cqun,  FISH  1  think  his  Honor  the  Mayor  lias 
nothing  to  do  with  the  subject  matter  <>f  sewers, 

t  ,.1111.  lil  SSO-  I  am  leading  up  to  it.  If  you 
will  only  lei  im>  alone,  I  will  try  to  net  through  as 
soon  :b  1  can,  1  feel  they  are  trying  to  prolong 
i liis  thai  is  their  intention. 
Conn.  MUCHNICK— Mr.  President. 
Coun.  FISH — Mr.  President,  is  it  your  opinion 
that  speaking  about  liis  Honor  the  Mayor  receiving 
honors  is  the  same  as  talking  about  the  sewers? 

President  KELLY — Will  you  please  confine 
your  remarks  to  the  order? 

Coun.  MUCHNICK— Mr.  President,  a  point  of 
order.  1  would  like  you  to  rule  as  to  whether  that 
extra  sentence  about  his  Honor  the  Mayor  was  in 
older  on  the  question  of  sewers.  If  it.  was  out  of 
order.  I  would  like  you  to  call  the  gentleman  out 
of  order. 

President  KELLY — I  am  going  to  allow  that 
sentence  to  be  included. 

Coun.  RUSSO — They  are  asking  me  so  many 
questions,  I  would  like  to  ask  them  if  that  is  not 
the  truth.  Mr.  President,  going  back  on  this 
SI. 000.000  loan  order,   I  still  maintain  that  I  do 

not  know 

President  KELLY — I  am  going  to  rule  you  out  of 
order  for  repeating  three  or  four  times  the  same 
statement.  I  am  going  to  recognize  Councilor 
Fish. 

Coun.  FISH — I  move  the  previous  question. 
President   KELLY — Councilor   Fish   moves   the 
previous  question. 

Coun.  CHASE— Mr.  President. 
Coun.  RUSSO— Mr.  President. 
President  KELLY— No  debate. 
Coun.  CHASE— Mr.  President. 
Coun.  RUSSO— Mr.  President. 
President  KELLY — The  Chair  will  recognize 
only  an  appeal  from  the  decision  of  the  Chair  and 
nothing  else. 

Coun.  RUSSO — Mr.  President,  a  point  of  order. 
On  what  grounds  do  you  call  me  out  of  order? 

President  KELLY — For  deliberately  repeating 
four  or  five  times  the  same  statement.  In  my 
opinion,  you  are  just  killing  time  in  order  to  block 
the  passage  of  the  order. 

Coun.  RUSSO— Mr.  President. 
Coun.  FISH — I  have  just  moved  the  previous 
question. 

President  KELLY — I  have  recognized  Councilor 
Fish,  and  he  has  moved  the  previous  question,  and 
there  is  no  debate. 

Coun.  CHASE— Mr.  President. 
Coun.  RUSSO — Mr.  President,  a  point  of  order. 
President    KELLY — The    Chair    will    recognize 
only  an  appeal  from  the  decision  of  the  Chair. 

Coun.  CHASE — Mr.  President,  a  point  of 
order. 

President  KELLY — Do  you  wish  to  make  an 
appeal? 

Coun.  CHASE — Mr.  President,  a  point  of 
order,  sir.  A  councilor  is  always  entitled  to  a 
point  of  order. 

President  KELLY — State  your  point  of  order. 
Coun.   CHASE — You   say   that   the   gentleman 
from  Ward  3  (Coun.  Russoj  was  out  of  order. 
President  KELLY— I  said  so. 
Coun.   CHASE— Mr.   President,   I   ask   you   to 
refer   to   the  stenographic   notes   to   uphold  your 
reasoning. 

Coun.  FISH— Mr.  President. 
President    KELLY— The    Chair    has    made    its 
ruling.     There  can  be  an  appeal  from  the  ruling 
of  the  Chair. 

Coun.  SCANNELL— Mr.  President. 
President   KELLY — Councilor  Scanncll. 
Coun.    SCANNELL — Mr.    President,    I   appeal 
from   the  ruling  of  the  Chair,   on  the  motion   of 
' louncilor  Fish. 

President  KELLY — The  question  now  is: 
Shall  the  decision  of  the  Chair  be  sustained? 

Conn.  MUCHNICK— Mr.  President,  a  point 
of  order. 

President  KELLY — There  is  no  discussion.  I 
am  sorry. 

Coun.  CHASE— Mr.  President,  a  point  of  par- 
liamentary inquiry. 

President  KELLY — Councilor  Chase,  until  the 
appeal  ie  derided  there  is  no  point  to  be  asked. 

Coun.  CHASE — Mr.  President,  a  point  of  par- 
liamentary inquiry. 

President  KELLY — I  am  sorry.  Until  the 
appeal  is  decided,  no  questions  can  be  asked. 
The  question  is  on  sustaining  the  ruling  of  the 
Chair,  and  the  clerk  will  call  the  roll, 


Coun.  CHASE— Mr.  President,  a  point  of  par- 
liamentary inquiry. 

President  KELLY— I  am  sorry,  you  cannot, 
have  it. 

Coun.  HURLEY— I  second  the  motion  of 
I  'otlneiloi  Seannell. 

President  KELLY— Shall  the  decision  of  the 
<  hair  be  upheld? 

Coun.  CHASE— Mr.  President. 
President  KELLY— The  clerk  will  call  the  roll 
Coun.  BRYAN — Mr.  President. 
Coun.    KINSELLA— Mr.    President,    will    the 
Chair  clearly  state  on  what  we  are  now  votin<»'' 

President  KELLY— The  Chair  rules  Councilor 
Russo  out  of  order  for  deliberately  repeating  the 
same  statement  four  or  five  times.     Now  we  are 

voting  on 

Coun.  RUSSO — Mr.  President. 
Coun.  CHASE — Mr.  President. 
President   KELLY— Now  the  question   we  are 
voting  on  is:    Shall  the  decision  of  the  Chair  be 
sustained? 

Coun.  RUSSO— Mr.  President. 
President  KELLY— The  clerk  will  call  the  roll. 
There  is  no  debate. 

_    Coun.     RUSSO— Mr.     President,     a     point    of 
information. 

President  KELLY — A  point  of  information  is 
out  of  order. 

Coun.  CHASE — Mr.  President,  a  point  of  par- 
liamentary inquiry. 

President  KELLY— The  clerk  will  call  the  roll 
Coun.  CHASE— Mr.  President.     • 
Coun.  RUSSO— Mr.  President. 
President     KELLY — I     am    sorry,     councilor. 
You  are  out  of  order. 

Coun.  RUSSO — Mr.  President,  a  point  of  par- 
liamentary inquiry. 

President  KELLY— The  clerk  will  call  the  roll. 
The  roll  was  called,  and  the  ruling  of  the  Chair 
was  sustained,  yeas  10,  nays  4: 

Yeas — Coun.  Bryan,  Cantwell,  Cook,  Fish, 
Hurley,  Kelly,  Lane,  McCormack,  Muchnick, 
Seannell — 10.  » 

Nays — Coun.  Chase,  Keenan,  Linehan, 
Russo — 4. 

Coun.  FISH — Mr.  President,  I  move  the 
previous  question. 

Coun.  CHASE— Mr.  President. 
Coun.    RUSSO — Mr.     President,     a     point     of 
information. 

President  KELLY — Just  a  minute,  gentlemen. 
The  question  now  is  on  Councilor  Fish's  motion 
to  move  the  previous  question.  There  is  no 
debate. 

Coun.  RUSSO— Mr.  President,  a  point  of 
personal  privilege. 

President  KELLY — There  is  no  debate. 
Coun.    RUSSO — I    want    a    point    of    personal 
privilege  from  the  Chair. 

President  KELLY — You  are  out  of  order. 
Coun.  RUSSO— Well,  Mr.  President,  I  feel  you 
cannot  have  had  any  grounds  to  put  me  out  of 
order.  I  would  like  to  find  out  from  you  my  per- 
sonal privilege  on  what  grounds  you  just  put  me 
out  of  order. 

President  KELLY — The  Body  sustained  the 
ruling  of  the  Chair. 

Coun.  CHASE— Mr.  President. 
President    KELLY— The    Body    sustained    the 
ruling  of  the  President. 

Coun.  RUSSO— Mr.  President. 
Coun.   MUCHNICK— Mr.  President,   it  is  my 
understanding  that  the  only  business  in  order  is 
voting  on  the  motion  for  the  previous  question. 

President  KELLY — That  is  right.  There  is  no 
debate  on  the  motion  for  the  previous  question. 
The  question  comes  on  the  motion  for  the  previous 
question.  It  is  a  vote  and  so  ordered.  Coun- 
cilor Russo  doubts  the  vote  and  a  sufficient 
number  of  councilors  having  joined  him,  asks 
for  a  roll  call.     The  clerk  will  call  the  roll. 

Coun.  LINEHAN — I  move  reconsideration  of 
this  matter,  Mr.  President. 

President  KELLY — Not  on  this  matter. 
The   roll  was   called,    and   the   motion   for   the 
previous  question  passed,  yeas  12,  nays  3: 

Yeas — Coun.  Bryan,  Cantwell,  Cook,  Fish, 
Hurley,  Kelly,  Kinsella,  Lane,  Madden,  McCor- 
mack, Muchnick,  Seannell — 12. 

Nays — Coun.  Chase,  Linehan,  Russo — 3. 
Coun.  CHASE— Mr.  President. 
President    KELLY — The    question    is    on    the 
passage  of  the  order.     There,  is  no  debate.     The 
clerk  will  call  Die  roll. 
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The  roll  was  called,  and  the  order  for  loan  of 
$1,000,000  for  Sewerage  Works  was  passed,  yeas  17, 
nays  3: 

Yeas — Coun.  Bryan,  Cantwell,  Coffey,  Cook, 
Fish,  Hannon,  Hurley,  Keenan,  Kelly,  Kinsella, 
Lane,  Madden,  MeCormack,  Moriarty,  Muchnick, 
Scannell,  Sullivan — 17. 

Nays — Coun.  Chase,  Linehan,  Russo — 3. 

Coun.  SCANNELL— Mr.  President,  I  move 
that  we  do  now  adjourn. 

President  KELLY — Councilor  Scannell  moves 
we  do  now  adjourn.  There  is  no  debate  on  the 
motion. 

Coun.  LINEHAN — Mr.  President,  I  have  an 
order. 

President  KELLY — There  is  no  debate  on  the 
motion  to  adjourn. 

Coun.  LINEHAN — I  have  been  trying  to  get 
recognized. 

President  KELLY — If  Councilor  Scannell  with- 
draws his  motion  to  adjourn,  I  will  recognize 
Councilor  Linehan. 

Coun.  SCANNELL — If  Councilor  Linehan  has 
an  order,  I  will  withdraw. 


NAMING   OF   CERTAIN   CITY   PROPERTY 
FOR   DECEASED   WAR   VETERANS. 

Coun.  LINEHAN  offered  the  following: 

Ordered,  That  any  City  of  Boston  property 
requiring  a  name,  such  as  the  new  boat  which  will 
ply  between  the  mainland  and  Long  Island,  shall 
be  named   in  memory  of  a  deceased  war  veteran. 

Coun.  LINEHAN— Some  of  the  councilors  are  so 
interested  in  getting  out  that  they  did  not  pay 
much  attention  to  that  order.  It  seems  to  happen 
a  great  many  times  when  it  comes  to  veterans. 
I  sincerely  hope  the  members  of  this  City  Council 
will  pay  some  attention  to  this  order.  During  the 
past  week  I  was  dumbfounded  to  read  in  the 
newspapers — and  there  are  some  newspapers  where 
you  can  get  some  information  on  city  business — 
where  the  Commissioner  of  Institutions  mentioned 
he  was  going  to  name  the  new  boat  the  "James 
Michael  Curley."  I  did  not  have  the  distinction 
of  voting  for  that  new  boat.  Can  you  imagine 
that?  Here  is  a  man  still  alive  who  is  not  a  war 
veteran.  Why  should  they  go  around  naming 
property  belonging  to  the  City  of  Boston  for  James 
Michael  Curley?  I  thought  that  they  generally 
named  monuments  and  boats,  or  whatever  you 
want  to  name,  after  heroes  of  the  war.  Generally 
that  is  what  is  done.  At  least,  something  is  named 
in  memory  of  a  person  who  dies.  I  am  a  veteran. 
I  am  not  dead  yet.  God  forbid  that,  if  I  die  in  the 
next  year  or  so,  the  city  councilors  have  the  boat 
named  the  "Thomas  E.  Linehan."  I  do  not  want 
my  name  tacked  on  to  that  boat.  But  I  do  think 
if  boats  are  going  to  be  named  in  memory  of 
somebody,  at  least  it  should  be  after  war  veterans. 
Now,  during  my  two  terms  in  the  House  and  three 
terms  in  the  Council,  there  have  been  many 
squares  and  streets  named  after  deceased  persons. 

Coun.  CHASE — Mr.  President,  what  were  the 
contents  of  the  order? 

President  KELLY — The  clerk  will  read  the  order. 
(The  clerk  read  the  order.) 

Coun.  LINEHAN — This  is  a  small  order. 
Probably  it  is  small  of  me  to  bring  it  up.  I  do  not 
know.  But  I  am  willing  to  take  that  chance.  It 
is  the  small  things  that  count.  This  is  just  a  boat 
being  purchased  by  the  taxpayers'  money.  Before 
the  honorable  gentleman  downstairs  is  dead,  they 
want  to  memorialize  him.  It  does  not  sound  * 
right  to  me.  I  suppose  if  I  talk  fifteen  minutes 
more,  we  will  not  have  any  more  of  the  councilors 
here.  Many  distinguished  councilors  stayed 
around  here  while  we  talked  on  the  sewer  loan  and 
the  loan  for  departmental  equipment. 

Coun.  COOK — Mr.  President,  I  would  like  to 
ask  a  question. 

Coun.  LINEHAN— I  do  not  yield.  I  think  the 
order  is  plain  in  itself.  It  is  in  regard  to  naming 
a  boat  plying  between  Long  Island  and  the  main- 
land after  his  Honor  James  M.  Curley. 

Coun.  COOK — Mr.  President,  I  wilt  assume 
the  councilor  from  Ward  7  (Coun.  Linehan)  is 
clarifying  something  I  am  in  doubt  on.  I  am  in 
favor  of  the  order  but  I  have  some  doubt  about 
the  extent  of  it. 

Coun.  LINEHAN — I  will  yield  for  a  question. 

Coun.  COOK — I  want  to  know,  councilor,  when 
you  said  "any  city  property,"  if  you  mean  from 


now  on  and  also  whether  you  should  obtain  the 
permission  of  the  parents  or  relatives  of  the 
deceased  war  veteran? 

Coun.  LINEHAN — I  think  the  order  answers 
your  question.  It  says  specifically  any  property 
belonging  to  the  City  of  Boston  requiring  a  name 
shall  be  named  after  a  deceased  World  War 
veteran.  I  believe  I  am  correct.  Does  that 
answer  the  gentleman's  question? 

Coun.  COOK — Except  for  the  question  of  the 
permission  of  the  deceased  war  veteran's  family, 
in  view  of  the  statement  the  councilor  made  that 
he  did  not  want  the  boat  named  after  him. 

Coun.  LINEHAN — I  think  the  general  custom 
is  that  before  they  name  any  squares  or  boats, 
they  generally  ask  permission  of  the  parents.  It 
is  generally  done  through  some  veterans  organiza- 
tion within  the  district.  That  is  how  I  found  it 
through  the  years.  Mr.  President,  I  do  not 
suppose  I  would  be  up  here  on  this  item  today  if 
I  sincerely  thought  his  Honor  the  Mayor  was 
doing  a  good  real  decent  job  for  the  city.  I 
thought  after  he  was  elected  he  might  do  the 
type  of  job  most  people  hoped  he  would  do.  I 
am  talking  about  James  M.  Curley.  The  boat 
was  to  be  named  after  him.  As  the  months  and 
weeks  have  passed,  I  have  become  more  and  more 
in  a  sort  of  sea  of  uncertainty.  Is  this  man 
going  to  do  the  job  we  hoped  he  would  do?  If  he 
was,  I  would  not  mind  if  the  boat  was  going  to  be 
named  after  him,  after  he  passed  away.  I  would 
prefer  some  war  veteran  who  has  died  having  his 
name  memorialized.  It  just  goes  to  show  what  is 
going  on  in  the  city  today.  Why  the  Institutions 
Commissioner  did  it,  I  do  not  know.  Whether 
his  Honor  the  Mayor  told  him,  I  do  not  know. 
.  I  am  not  sure.  I  do  not  imagine  these  com- 
missioners under  James  M.  Curley  do  any- 
thing without  his  permission.  We  have  seen 
many  instances  of  that  in  the  last  few  months. 
You  cannot  get  the  department  heads  to  come 
before  you  for  information.  Should  we  have  to 
name  boats  after  such  a  man,  the  head  of  our 
city?  I  do  not  think  so.  As  I  talk  into  the 
night,  there  are  less  and  less  councilors  here. 
The  bond  issue  votes  are  not  needed  now. 

President    KELLY — Councilor    Linehan. 

Coun.  LINEHAN — I  am  waiting  on  you,  Mr. 
President. 

President  KELLY— That  is  all  right. 

Coun.  LINEHAN — I  had  to  use  up  so  much 
time.  I  lost  a  little  time  on  the  previous  question 
to  the  gentleman  from  Ward  16  (Coun.  Fish). 

President  KELLY — Take  your  time. 

Coun.  LINEHAN— It  is  awful  to  get  shut  off 
on  a  debate  on  a  million  dollars.  May  I  ask  the 
clerk  through  you,  Mr.  President,  does  this  order 
require  the  signature  of  the  Mayor? 

President  KELLY — It  does  not  require  any 
signature. 

Coun.  LINEHAN — May  I  ask  if  that  becomes  a 
regulation  of  the  city  without  the  signature  of  his 
Honor  the  Mayor? 

President  KELLY — It  does  not  become  a 
regulation  of  the  city.     It  is  just  a  request. 

Coun.  LINEHAN— The  same  old  story.  There 
is  not  much  we  can  do  after  you  appropriate  the 
money.  His  Honor  the  Mayor  does  not  want  to 
do  anything.  We  can  take  it  or  leave  it.  But, 
Mr.  President,  while  I  am  in  the  Body  I  am  going 
to  get  up  here  as  often  as  I  feel  like  it  and  criticize 
his  Honor  the  Mayor  while  I  think  he  is  doing  a 
bad  job.  Talk  about  inexperienced  men.  He 
was  going  to  do  a  much  better  job.  Personally  I 
think  the  inexperienced  men  running  against  him 
would  have  done  a  better  job.  Mind  you,  I  am 
still  talking  about  James  M.  Curley.  I  can  talk 
until  midnight.  I  am  talking  about  naming  a 
boat  after  James  M.  Curley.  I  do  not  want  to  be 
ruled  out  of  order  if  I  discuss  James  M.  Curley. 
It  is  my  understanding  that  his  Honor  the  Mayor, 
whom  this  boat  might  be  named  after,,  spoke  over 
the  radio  tonight  in  regard  to  "Shattered  Ideals." 
I  do  not  know  whether  he  blamed  the  Legislature 
for  the  high  tax  rate,  but  it  boils  down  to  this, 
between  James  Michael  Curley  and  the  members 
of  the  City  Council,  that  is  where  the  tax  rate 
comes  from,  although  the  initiative  requests  come 
from  his  Honor  the  Mayor,  As  you  know,  it 
came  this  year  in  the  form  of  a  huge  budget, 
S5,000,000  more  than  Mayor  Kerrigan's,  plus  all 
these  bond  issues — more  than  Mayor  Kerrigan's 
who  was  supposed  to  be  a  spendthrift.  Looking 
back,  I  think  he  did  a  fair  job  when  you  consider 
his  age  compared  with  the  age  and  experience  of 
the  man  now  Mayor  of  the  city.     Now,  when  are 
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we  going  to  start  doing  something  for  the  veterans? 
1  ili>  not  know.  His  Honor  i lit-  Mayor  started  off 
on  inauguration  day  waving  the  Hag  and  rolling 
the  disabled  veterans  into  the  spotlight.  Since 
t lnii  nothing  much  lias  been  done.  1  have  seen 
housing  delayed  by  his  Honor  the  Mayor  while  1 
was  a  member  of  the  Housing  Authority.  He 
delayed  it.  I  know  that  from  experience.  It  is 
delayed  again  now.  1  hope  eventually  something 
comes  of  it  in  the  future.  Mr.  President,  may  I 
at  I  his  time  ask,  in  regard  to  an  order  I  filed  several 
weeks  ago.  talking  about  his  Honor  the  Mayor,  to 
which  we  have  not  received  an  answer?  It  was 
in  regard  to  appointment  to  the  pay  roll  of  the 
City  of  Boston  coming  from  the  Civil  Service  list 
so  that  veterans  might  get  preference. 

President  KELLY — We  have  not  received  an 
answer  as  yet. 

Covin.  LINEHAN— Well,  Mr.  President,  no  one 
knows  when  we  will  get  that.  The  fact  is,  some 
of  the  gentlemen  here  would  like  to  go  to  the 
tights.  I  will  conclude  by  saying  I  sincerely  hope 
that  no  living  person  will  have  city  property 
named  after  him  before  his  death.  That  is  what 
the  Commissioner  of  Institutions  is  trying  to  do. 

Coun.  CHASE— Mr.  President,  will  the  gentle- 
man yield? 

Coun.  LINEHAN — I  will  yield  for  a  question. 

Coun.  CHASE — Mr.  President,  do  I  understand 
the  gentleman  correctly  when  he  says  that  his 
Honor  the  Mayor  has  the  audacity  to  name  a  boat 
after  himself  in  preference  to  a  veteran? 

Coun.  LINEHAN— Mr.  President,  the  gentle- 
man evidently  was  not  around  at  the  time  I 
explained  this.  There  was  an  announcement 
in  the  paper  by  the  Institutions  Commissioner 
that  the  boat  would  be  named  "James  Michael 
Curley."  The  Mayor  did  not  say  so.  It  was 
in  the  papers. 

Coun.  CHASE — Mr.  President,  another  ques- 
tion. 

Coun.  LINEHAN — I  will  yield  for  a  question. 

Coun.  CHASE — Mr.  President,  do  I  understand 
correctly  that  his  Honor  the  Mayor  approves  of 
this? 

Coun.  LINEHAN — I  can  only  answer  through 
you,  Mr.  President,  that  I  do  not  know  whether 
he  approves  it.  I  know  this  much,  that  my 
impression  is  department  heads  of  this  city  do  not 
do  anything  at  all  until  they  get  the  O.  K.  of  the 
Mayor  of  the  city.  I  suppose  the  department 
head  had  the  O.  K.  of  the  Mayor  before  he  pub- 
lished it.  It  is  an  assumption  on  my  part.  Please 
God,  Mayor  Curley  will  not  be  dead  before  his 
time,  and  I  hope  I  will  not  be  dead  before  my 
time.  Let  us  name  these  things  after  deceased 
veterans.  If  Mayor  Curley  or  I  should  die  tonight, 
or  in  a  year  or  two,  name, the  boat  after  him  and 
name  Columbia  Circle  by-pass  for  me.  I  was 
successful  in  securing  it  in  the  Legislature.  I 
hope  in  the  future,  at  least,  the  veterans  will  get 
a  little  consideration  in  naming  such  things  as 
boats  and  squares  and  streets. 

President  KELLY — Councilor  Linehan  asks 
suspension  of  the  rule  and  passage  of  the  order. 
All  those  in  favor  say  aye.    Passed. 


RECORDING    OF   COUNCILOR    HANNON 
ON    NO.  1. 

('nun.  I1AMNON — I  would  like  to  ask  unani- 
mous consent,  to  be  recorded  on  item  No.  1  on  the 
calendar. 

President,  KELLY — Councilor  Hannon  asks 
unanimous  consent  to  be  recorded  on  item  No.  1 
on  the  calendar.  Any  objection?  No  objections, 
and  the  gentleman  will  be  so  recorded. 

Coun.  SCANNELL — I  move  we  now  adjourn. 

President  KELLY — Councilor  Seannell  moves 
we  do  now  adjourn.     There  is  no  debate. 

Coun.  RUSSO— Mr.  President. 

Coun.  CHASE — I  am  asking  a  point  of  infor- 
mation. 

Coun.  SCANNELL— Mr.  President. 

President  KELLY — State  your  point  of  infor- 
mation. 

Coun.  CHASE — Councilor  Linehan's  order  has 
not  been  properly  put  through  the  Council.  You 
can  check  the  stenographic  record  and  find  I  am 
right.  You  have  not  concluded  the  passage  of 
Councilor  Linehan's  order. 

President,  KELLY — Just  a  minute. 

Coun.  SCANNELL— I  would  like  to  correct 
the  gentleman  from  Ward  4  (Coun.  Chase).  I 
heard  the  President  of  the  Council  ask  for  the 
vote  and  say  it  was  a  vote  and  so  ordered. 

President  KELLY — Let  the  stenographer 
read  it. 

Coun.  COOK — Mr.  President,  a  point  of  order. 

Coun.  CHASE— Mr.  President. 

President  KELLY — Just  a  minute. 

Coun.  CHASE — I  am  asking  him  to  refer  to 
the  stenographic  records. 

President  KELLY — I  am  referring  back. 

Coun.  COOK — Mr.  President,  a  point  of  order. 
There  is  no  necessity  for  referring  back.  The 
order  was  voted  or  it  was  not  voted.  Under 
rules  16  and  17,  the  motion  to  adjourn  is  always 
in  order. 

(The  record  is  read.) 

President  KELLY — Councilor  Seannell  now 
moves  we  do  adjourn. 

Coun.  KINSELLA — I  ask  the  Chair  make  an 
announcement  before  adjourning. 

Coun.  CHASE — Mr.  President,  a  point  of  order. 

President  KELLY — State  your  point  of  order. 

Coun.  CHASE — The  gentleman  from  South 
Boston  (Coun.  Linehan)  introduced  an  order 
requesting  the  naming  of  a  boat  after  a  war 
veteran.  This  order  has  not  been  completed. 
If  the  Council  does  wish  to  adjourn  without 
completion  of  the  order,  that  is  their  business. 
But  the  stenographic  record  clearly  shows  that  the 
order  has  not  been  completed  and  passed. 

President  KELLY — Before  I  put  Councilor 
Scannell's  motion  to  adjourn,  I  have  an  announce- 
ment that  there  will  be  a  meeting  of  the  Parks 
and  Playgrounds  Committee  tomorrow  morning  at 
eleven  o'clock.  Everybody  is  invited.  Councilor 
Seannell  moves  we  adjourn.  It  is  a  vote  and  so 
ordered. 

Adjourned,  on  motion  of  Coun.  SCANNELL, 
at  9.35  p.  m.,  to  meet  on  Monday,  May  6,  1946, 
at  2  p.  m. 
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Proceedings  of  City  Council. 


Monday,  May  6,  1946. 

Regular  meeting  of  the  City  Council  held  in  the 
Council  Chamber,  City  Hall,  at  2  p.  m.,  President 
KELLY  in  the  chair.  Absent,  Coun.  Fish  and 
Hurley. 

The  meeting  was  opened  with  the  salute  to  the 
Flag. 


JURORS   DRAWN. 

President  KELLY — The  Chair  is  in  receipt  of 
venires  for  jurors.  The  City  Messenger  will  so 
notify  his  Honor  the  Mayor. 

(The  City  Messenger  reported  that  the  Mayor 
was  not  available.) 

Coun.  MORIARTY  presiding  at  the  box  in  the 
absence  of  the  Mayor,  viz.: 

One  hundred  thirty-two  traverse  jurors,  Su- 
perior Civil  Court,  to  appear  June  3,  1946: 

James  T.  Crowley,  Ward  1;  Philip  Debilio, 
Ward  1;  Antonio  Lavita,  Ward  1;  John  O'Hara, 
Ward  1;  Carmine  Todisco,  Ward  1;  George  J. 
Gallagher,  Ward  2;  Philip  J.  Geary,  Ward  2; 
William  E.  Manning,  Ward  2;  Charles  J.  Nadeau, 
Ward  2;  Joseph  Ward,  Ward  2;  Frank  H.  Wehler, 
Ward  2;  Carl  Contrado,  Ward  3;  Ernesto 
DeCintio,  Ward  3;  Edward  Earle,  Ward  3; 
Jacob  E.  Jacobs,  Ward  3;  John  Leverone,  Ward  3; 
Philip  W.  Kearney,  Ward  4;  John  C.  Maier, 
Ward  4;  John  J.  McMullin,  Ward  4;  Thomas  M. 
O'Brien,  Ward  4;  Guglielmo  Cini,  Ward  5; 
Harry  M.  Nickerson,  Ward  5;  Timothy  O'Connor, 
Ward  5;  Bernard  Berry,  Ward  6;  Thomas  Con- 
nolly, Ward  6;  Joseph  DeMeo,  Ward  6;  Joseph 
Keaney,  Ward  6;  George  H.  Noonan,  Ward  6; 
Charles  J.  Boyle,  Ward  7;  Wilfred  L.  Crowley, 
Ward  7;  Samuel  A.  Shapiro,  Ward  7;  John  V. 
Stanley,  Ward  7;  Myron  C.  Zimbone,  Ward  7; 
Francis  B.  Fitzsimmons,  Ward  8;  Michael  M. 
Gordon,  Ward  8;  Thomas  H.  Johnson,  Ward  8; 
Stephen  Callahan,  Ward  9;  James  O.  Diggs, 
Ward  9;  M.  McFarland  Fitzgerald,  Ward  9; 
Samuel  Goldstein,  Ward  9;  George  0.  Johnson, 
Ward  9;  Elmer  F.  Miller,  Ward  9;  Ernest  Oniel, 
Ward  9;  Everett  F.  Harwood,  Ward  10;  Patrick  F. 
Kennedy,  Ward  10;  Edward  J.  McLellan,  Ward  10; 
William  Baird,  Ward  11;  James  Brown,  Ward  11; 
Frank  A.  Donnelly,  Ward  11;  John  Joseph 
Driscoll,  Ward  11;  Frederick  S.  H.  Gebhard, 
Ward  11;  Charles  F.  Kachele,  Ward  11;  Hyman 
Niss,  Ward  11;  William  J.  Roe,  Ward  11;  Maurice 
Goretsky,  Ward  12;  Harry  H.  Levine,  Ward  12; 
Sidney  Rosen,  Ward  12;  Abraham  L.  Rosenfield, 
Ward  12;  Fred  A.  Scott,  Ward  12;  Samuel  Stein- 
berg, Ward  12;  Benjamin  Bloom,  Ward  13; 
John  Logan,  Ward  13;  Richard  F.  Powers,  Ward 
13;   John  Savage,  Ward  13. 

Jacob  Freedman,  Ward  14;  Benjamin  H.  Gan- 
delman,  Ward  14;  Edward  Goldstein,  Ward  14; 
Abe  Jensen,  Jr.,  Ward  14;  Michael  Lewis,  Ward 
14;  Samuel  Lomes,  Ward  14;  Barnett  L.  Miller, 
Ward  14;  Nathan  Pearlman,  Ward  14;  Jacob 
Rothstein,  Ward  14;  Joseph  I.  Slabinsky,  Ward 
14;  Morris  Weinstein,  Ward  14;  John  J.  Cor- 
bett,  Jr.,  Ward  15;  Stanislaw  Kupee,  Ward  15; 
Patrick  J.  Walsh,  Ward  15;  Wilfred  M.  Barry', 
Ward  16;  George  H.  Bird,  Ward  16;  John  E. 
Hayes,  Ward  16;  Thomas  H.  Sherlock,  Ward  16; 
William  J.  Ennis,  Ward  17;  Walter  D.  Finley, 
Ward  17;  George  Gavel,  Ward  17;  James 
Goulston,  Ward  17;  James  Masterson,  Ward  17; 
James  R.  Moore,  Ward  17;  William  L.  Murphy, 
Ward  17;  Robert  Baxter,  Ward  18;  James  P. 
Curran,  Ward  18;  John  T.Delaney,  Ward  18; 
Denis  Doherty,  Ward  18;  Edward  I.  Donahoe, 
Ward  18;  George  P.  Higgins,  Ward  18;  Frank  L. 
King,  Ward  18;  Albert  G.  Mamaty,  Ward  18; 
George  F.  Sullivan,  Ward  18;  Michael  J.  Walsh, 
Ward  18;  William  J.  Baird,  Ward  19;  Thomas  F. 
Daly,  Ward  19;  James  J.  Fallon,  Ward  19;  Theo- 
dore R.  Hanson,  Ward  19;  Michael  J.  Harney, 
Ward  19;  James  W.  Hayes,  Ward  19;  Henry  C.  C. 
Henriksen,  Ward  19;  George  F.  Kliphan,  Ward  19; 
Hector  McDonald,  Ward  19;  Arthur  C.  Pingree, 
Ward  19;   John  J.  Sennett,  Ward  19;   Edward  V. 


Sweeney,  Ward  19;  Aubrey  H.  Warmunde, 
Ward  19;  Walter  H.  Leavev,  Ward  20;  John  H. 
Lee,  Ward  20;  George  G.  Locklin,  Ward  20; 
Bernard  J.  Mullanev,  Ward  20;  Eugene  D. 
Nickerson,  Ward  20;  Frank  O.  Nielson,  Ward  20; 
Gordon  D.  Riedell,  Ward  20;  John  F.  Walsh, 
Ward  20;  Abraham  L.  Bushnell,  Ward  21;  Sol  N. 
Danzer,  Ward  21;  Charles  J.  Dolan,  Ward  21; 
Frank  J.  Fallon,  Ward  21;  Morris  Gorberg,  Ward 
21;  Louis  Jacobs,  Ward  21;  John  J.  Casey,  Ward 
22;  John  Hynds,  Ward  22;  Samuel  Levin,  Ward 
22;  John.!.  O'Brien,  Ward  22;  Arthur  J.  Sullivan, 
Ward  22;   Earl  W.  Webb,  Ward  22. 

Sixty-three   traverse   jurors,    Superior   Criminal 
Court,  to  appear  June  3,   1946: 

Jacob  Braff,  Ward  1;  John  J.  Jackson,  Ward  1 ; 
Rocco  Vitale,  Ward  1;  Thomas  F.  Walsh,  Ward  2; 
Albert  J.  Hurd,  Ward  3;  Charles  J.  Melchione, 
Ward  3;  Lawrence  McElwee,  Ward  4;  Harold  W. 
Davie,  Ward  5;  Redington  M.  DeCromis,  Ward  5; 
George  R.  Bell,  Ward  6;  Albert  F.  McCormack, 
Ward  6;  James  Reagan,  Ward  6;  Walter  Bailey, 
Ward  7;  Jacob  Dubin,  Ward  9;  Sylvester  Woods, 
Ward  9;  Charles  E.  Daly,  Ward  10;  Daniel  M. 
O'Neil,  Ward  10;  Frank  Raymond  Thies,  Ward  10; 
Thomas  J.  Doolev,  Ward  1 1 ;  Timothy  J.  Fallon, 
Ward  11;  Maurice  Carper,  Ward  12;  Philip 
Kliger,  Ward  12;  Samuel  Kramer,  Ward  12; 
Monis  Kussell,  Ward  12;  George  E.  Parker, 
Ward  12;  John  V.  Parnell,  Ward  12;  William 
Cote,  Ward  13;  William  M.  Foley,  Ward  13; 
August  Heartquist,  Ward  13;  Sam  Cohen,  Ward 
14;  William  Diamond,  Ward  14;  Joseph  Good- 
man, Ward  14;  Louis  D.  Kessler,  Ward  14; 
Harry  Kutcher,  Ward  14;  Phillip  Reuben,  Ward 
14;  Charles  Rosen,  Ward  14;  Abraham  D.  Wal- 
lack,  Ward  14;  George  Earle  Thornton,  Ward  15; 
John  J.  Kelliher,  Ward  16;  Gerald  J.  Shea,  Ward 
16;  Peter  Sullivan,  Ward  16;  William  R.  Thom- 
son, Ward  16;  John  W.  Feeney,  Ward  17;  Rod- 
erick D.  Ferguson,  Ward  17;  Arthur  Hurwitz, 
Ward  17;  Arthur  J.  Kelly,  Ward  17;  Edward  F. 
McLaughlin,  Ward  17;  Harry  S.  Brown,  Ward  18; 
Francis  J.  Curran,  Ward  18;  Simon  Hershoff, 
Ward  18;  Frederick  F.  King,  Ward  18;  Frederick 
R.  McGowan,  Ward  18;  Gabriel  A.  Chamber- 
lain, Ward  19;  Andrew  F.  Wolfrum,  Ward  19; 
Alexander  W.  Clark,  Ward  20;  Frederick  J. 
Inman,  Ward  20;  Louis  H.  Jacobs,  Jr.,  Ward  20; 
Martin  S.  Killgallon,  Ward  20;  Frank  A.  Leonard, 
Ward  20;  John  F.  McGowan,  Ward  20;  Thomas 
A.  Mooney,  Ward  20;  Chester  G.  Wheaton, 
Ward  20;    Herman  Drews,  Ward  21. 

Forty  traverse  jurors,  Superior  Criminal  Court, 
to  appear  May  20,  1946: 

Luigi  Trevisonne,  Ward  1;  Malcolm  Morrison, 
Ward  2;  Michele  Giudice,  Ward  3;  William  Greer, 
Ward  4;  Benjamin  A.  Snow,  Ward  5;  Coleman 
Conroy,  Ward  6;  James  V.  Farrell,  Ward  6; 
John  J.  McNerney,  Ward  6;  Norman  A.  Mc- 
Pherson,  Ward  6;  Cornelius  J.  Curtin,  Ward  7; 
Frank  Fopiano,  Ward  7;  John  Grant,  Ward  7; 
William  E.  Hoeft,  Ward  7;  Charles  A.  Branch, 
Ward  9;  Donald  A.  McEachern,  Ward  9;  Joseph 
Carver,  Ward  10;  Melvin  H.  Hall,  Ward  10; 
Charles  J.  Lynch,  Ward  10;  Ernest  L.  Truitt, 
Ward  11;  Solomon  Moss,  Ward  12;  Joseph  P. 
O'Leary,  Ward  13;  Daniel  W.  Whalen,  Ward  13; 
Benjamin  Eyges,  Ward  14;  Maurice  Spector, 
Ward  14;  Edward  I.  Sudman,  Ward  14;  Louis 
Sudalter,  Ward  15;  Harry  Fienberg,  Ward  17; 
Frederick  D.  Collins,  Ward  18;  Patrick  Gallivan, 
Ward  18;  Sidney  E.  Nickerson,  Ward  18; 
Frederick  J.  Stokinger,  Ward  18;  Conrad  A. 
Loring,  Ward  19;  William  S.  Caldwell,  Ward 
20;  Edward  J.  Duggan,  Ward  20;  John  J.  Kelley, 
Ward  20;  Charles  Dosick,  Ward  21;  Hubert 
A.  Heath,  Ward  21;  Henry  Gillig,  Ward  22; 
Daniel  F.  Madigan,  Ward  22;  William  H. 
Stapleton,  Ward  22. 


VETO   OF   ORDER   ACCEPTING   CHAPTER 
179,    ACTS    OF    1946. 
The  following  was  received: 

City  of  Boston, 
Office  of  the  Mayor,  May  4,  194G. 
To  the  City  Council. 

Gentlemen, —  I  return  herewith,  without  my 
signature  thus  indicating  my  disapproval  of,  an 
order  providing  for  the  acceptance  of  Chapter  179 
of  the  Acts  of  1946.     Approval  of  this  act  would 
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result    in   the   immediate  granting  of  one  day  off 
in  every  six  to  members  of  the  Police  Force  of  the 
oita . 
I  am  advised  thai  approximately  sixty  additional 

men  would  be  requited  in  the  Police  Department 
in  the  event  this  measure  was  approved,,  which 
would  mean  an  initial  appropriation  of  $120, 000 
for  salaries  and  $12,000  for  uniforms  and  equip- 
ment, and  an  ultimate  salary  appropriation  of 
S150.000.  -Much  as  I  would  like  to  establish  the 
working  hours  of  the  Police  Force  of  the  city  on  a, 
more  comparable  basis  to  that  of  other  city  em- 
ployees, I  can  not,  in  the  light  of  the  financial 
condition  of  the  city,  justify  or  sanction  at  this 
time  the  additional  expense  involved. 

My  position  in  this  respect  is  consistent  with  that 
expressed  in  my  message  to  your  Honorable  Body 
under  date  of  February  14,  1946,  vetoing  a  pro- 
posed change  in  working  hours  of  the  fire  fighting 
force  of  the  city.  As  indicated  in  that  message, 
I  am  ready  at  all  times  to  consider  any  proposal 
relating  to  hours  of  employment  of  city  employees 
which  will  not  impair  the  effectiveness  of  the 
service  nor  increase  existing  costs  of  operation. 
Respectfully, 
James  M.  Curley,  Mayor. 

Coun.  KINSELLA — Mr.  President,  may  1 
have  that  order  referred  to  the  Executive  Com- 
mittee and  have  the  Police  Commissioner  appear 
before  the  Body  next  week? 

The  message  of  the  Mayor  was  referred  to  the 
Executive  Committee. 


TRAFFIC    SIGNAL    LIGHTS    AT     WARD    3 
INTERSECTION. 
The  following  was  received: 

City  of  Boston, 
Office  of  the  Mayor,  May  4,  1946. 
To  the  City  Council. 

Gentlemen, — I  transmit  herewith  communica- 
tion from  the  Boston  Traffic  Commission  with 
reference  to  your  Council  order  of  April  8,  1946, 
relative  to  immediately  installing  traffic  signal 
lights  at  the  intersection  of  Fleet  street,  Com- 
mercial street  and  Eastern  Avenue  Wharf,  Ward  3. 
Respectfully, 
James  M.  Curley,  Mayor. 

City  of  Boston, 
Traffic  Commission,  May  3,  1946. 
Hon.  James  M.  Curley, 

Mayor  of  Boston. 
Dear  Mr.  Mayor, — Replying  to  the  following 
Council  order  dated  April  8,  1946,  please  be 
advised  that  there  are  no  funds  available  to  this 
commission  at  this  time  for  the  installation  of  a 
traffic  signal  at  the  intersection  of  Commercial 
street,  Eastern  avenue  and  Fleet  street: 

Ordered,  That  the  Traffic  Commissioner  be 
requested,  through  his  Honor  the  Mayor  to  im- 
mediately install  traffic  signal  lights  at  the  inter- 
section of  Fleet  street,  Commercial  street  and 
Eastern  Avenue  Wharf,  Ward  3. 

Very  truly  yours, 
William  P.  Hickey,  Commissioner. 
Placed  on  file. 


PAINTING  OF  PEDESTRIAN  TRAFFIC 

LINES,    EGLESTON    SQUARE. 
The  following  was  received: 

City  of  Boston, 
Office  of  the  Mayor,  May  4,  1946. 
To  the  City  Council. 

Gentlemen, — I  transmit  herewith  communica- 
tion from  the  Boston  Traffic  Commission  in  refer- 
ence to  your  Council  order  of  April  15,  1946, 
relative  to  having  arresting  lines  painted  across  the 
southerly  part  of  Columbus  avenue,  at  Egleston 
square,  so  that  pedestrian  traffic  may  be  assured 
greater  convenience  and  safety. 

Respectfully, 
James  M.  Curley,  Mayor. 

City  of  Boston, 
Traffic  Commission,  May  3,  1946. 
Hon.  James  M.  Curley, 

Mayor  of  Boston. 
Dear  Mr.   Mayor, — In  reply   to  the  following 
Council  order  please  be  advised  that  our  roadway 
painting  program  will  be  started  in  about  two  or 


three  weeks.  The  painting  of  safety  lines  at 
Egleston  square  is  included  in  this  program  and 
will  be  done  as  soon  as  possible: 

Ordered,  That  the  Boston  Traffic  Commission  be 
requested,  through  his  Honor  the  Mayor,  to  have 
arresting  lines  painted  across  the  southerly  part  of 
Columbus  avenue,  at  Egleston  square,  so  that 
pedestrian  traffic  may  be  assured  greater  con- 
venience and  safety. 

Very  truly  yours, 
William  P.  Hickey,  Commissioner. 

Placed  on  file. 


INSTALLATION  OF  SPOTLIGHT,  WARD  20. 

The  following  was  received: 

City  of  Boston, 
Office  of  the  Mayor,  May  4,  1946. 
To  the  City  Council. 

Gentlemen, — I  transmit  herewith  communica- 
tion from  the  Boston  Traffic  Commission  in  refer- 
ence to  your  Council  order  of  April  22,  1946, 
relative  to  immediately  arranging  for  the  installa- 
tion of  a  spotlight  at  the  junction  of  Belgrade 
avenue  and  Corinth  street,  Ward  20,  for  the 
protection  of  the  police  officer  while  directing 
traffic  at  this  location. 

Respectfully, 
James  M.  Curley,  Mayor. 

City  of  Boston, 
Traffic  Commission,  May  3,  1946. 
Hon.  James  M.  Curley, 

Mayor  of  Boston. 
Dear   Mr.   Mayor, — Replying   to   the   following 
Council  order  please  be  advised  that  there  is  no 
provision  in  our  budget  for  funds  to  install  spot 
lights  this  year: 

Ordered,    That    the    Traffic    Commissioner    be 
requested,    through    his    Honor    the    Mayor,    to 
immediately  arrange  for  the  installation  of  a  spot- 
light   at    the    junction    of    Belgrade    avenue    and 
Corinth  street,  Ward  20,  for  the  protection  of  the 
police  officer  while  directing  traffic  at  this  location. 
Very  truly  yours, 
William  P.  Hickey,  Commissioner. 
Placed  on  file. 


WORK   ON   JOHN   J.   DOHERTY   HEIGHTS 
PLAYGROUND,    CHARLESTOWN. 
The  following  was  received: 

City  of  Boston, 
Office  of  the  Mayor,  May  4,  1946. 
To  the  City  Council. 

Gentlemen, — I  transmit  herewith  communica- 
tion from  the  Park  Department  relative  to  your 
Council  order  of  April  22,  1946,  with  reference  to 
the  completion  of  the  work  begun  in  1945  on  the 
John  J.  Doherty  Heights  Playground  in  Charles- 
town. 

Respectfully, 
James  M.  Curley,  Mayor. 

City  of  Boston, 
Park  Department,  May  3,  1946. 
J.  Joseph  Connors, 

Chief  Clerk,  Mayor's  Office. 
Dear  Sir, — I  have  your  memorandum  of  April  26, 
with  inclosure,  order  from    the  City  Council  that 
work  be  continued  on  the  John  J.  Doherty  Heights 
Playground  in  Charlestown. 

A  contract  has  been  awarded  to  the  Devaney 
Company  to  resurface  the  flat  area  with  a  black  top. 
Apparatus  will  be  installed  there  as  soon  as  it  can 
be  purchased.  When  the  black  top  surface  is 
laid  it  will  be  marked  out  for  soft  ball  courts,  for 
skating  and  basketball.  The  seats  will  be  repaired 
and  the  flagpole  painted. 

Very  truly  yours, 
William  P.  Long,  Chairman. 
Placed  on  file. 


CHANGING   NAME  OF  PARKER   HILL 

PLAYGROUND. 
The  following  was  received: 

City  of  Boston, 
Office  of  the  Mayor,  May  4,  1946. 
To  the  City  Council. 

Gentlemen, — I  transmit  herewith  communica- 
tion from  the  Park  Department  in  reference  to 
your  Council  order  of  April  29,  1946,  relative  to 
changing  the  name  of  the  Parker  Hill  Playground, 
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so  called,  to  the  Lieut.  Joseph  D.  McLaughlin 
Park,  and  that  a  suitable  plaque  be  erected 
thereon. 

Respectfully, 
James  M.  Curley,  Mayor. 

City  of  Boston, 
Park  Department,  May  3,  1946. 
J.  Joseph  Connors, 

Chief  Clerk,  Mayor's  Office. 
Dear  Sir, — I  have  your  memorandum  of  May  1, 
in  regard  to  changing  the  name  of  the  Parker  Hill 
Playground  to  the  Lieut.  Joseph  D.  McLaughlin 
Park. 

His  Honor  the  Mayor  has  appointed  a  committee 
to  pass  on  the  names,  changes,  etc.     I  will  be  very 
glad  to  refer  this  communication  to  that  committee. 
Very  truly  yours, 
William  P.  Long,  Chairman. 
Placed  on  file. 


CONSTRUCTION   OF   SEWERAGE    WORKS, 
WARD   20. 

The  following  was  received: 

Citv  of  Boston, 
Office  of  the  Mayor,  May  4,  1946. 
To  the  City  Council. 

Gentlemen, — I  transmit  herewith  communica- 
tion from  the  Public  Works  Department  in  refer- 
ence to  your  Council  order  of  April  1,  1946,  relative 
to  constructing  sewerage  works  in  the  Salman 
street  area  of  Ward  20,  including  Salman  street, 
Vogel  street,  New  Haven  street,  Stimson  street  and 
Upland  road. 

Respectfully, 
James  M.  Cubley,  Mayor. 

City  of  Boston, 
Public  Works  Department,  April  25,  1946. 
Mr.  J.  Joseph  Connors, 

Chief  Clerk,  Mayor's  Office. 

Dear  Sir, — In  reply  to  Council  order  of  April  1, 
1946,  requesting  the  construction  of  sewerage 
works  in  the  Salman  street  area,  Ward  20,  including 
Salman  street,  Vogel  street,  New  Haven  street, 
Stimson  street  and  Upland  road,  we  reply  as 
follows: 

The  area  in  question  is  bounded  by  Stimson 
street  on  the  south,  New  Haven  street  on  the  west, 
Upland  street  on  the  north  and  Riverview  street 
on  the  east.  All  streets  contained  within  the  area 
are  private  streets  and  the  area  is  sparsely  settled, 
there  being  two  houses  on  Stimson  street,  six 
houses  on  New  Haven  street,  nine  houses  on 
Salman  street,  seven  houses  on  Vogel  street,  four 
houses  on  Riverview  street,  or  a  total  of  twenty- 
eight  existing  houses  that  would  connect  with  the 
proposed  sewers.  If  this  area  were  fully  developed, 
it  might  contain  one  hundred  fifty  houses.  About 
thirty-five  of  the  lots  have  been  taken  by  the  city 
for  non-payment  of  taxes. 

To  provide  sanitary  sewers  and  surface  drains 
for  this  area  would  require  about  3,700  linear 
feet  of  15-inch,  12-inch,  and  10-inch  pipe  sanitary 
sewer  and  the  same  length  of  3-foot,  20-ineh  and 
10-inch  pipe  surface  drain  at  an  estimated  cost  of 
$32,500,  which  includes  about  1,190  linear  feet  of 
outlet,  part  in  Stimson  street,  at  an  estimated  cost 
of  $18,000.  From  the  above,  it  is  evident  that  the 
estimated  cost  of  sewers  in  Riverview  street, 
Vogel  street,  Salman  street  and  New  Haven 
street  proper  is  $14,500,  whereas  the  estimated  cost 
of  the  necessary  sewer  outlet  in  Stimson  street, 
across  the  Boston  &  Providence  Railroad  in  Belle, 
avenue  and  in  private  land  is  estimated  to  cost' 
$18,000. 

In  consideration  of  the  relatively  few  existing 
houses,  the  number  of  lots  to  which  the  city  holds 
title  and  the  large  expenditure  involved,  I  do  not 
believe  it  advisable  to  construct  the  proposed 
sewers  until  the  area  is  more  fully  developed. 
Very  truly  yours, 

Robert   P.    Curley, 
Commissioner  of  Public  Works. 

Placed  on  file. 


RESURFACING  BELGRADE  AVENUE, 

WARD   20. 
The  following  was  received: 

City  of  Boston, 
Office  of  the  Mayor,  May  4,  1946. 
To  the  City  Council. 

Gentlemen, — I    transmit   herewith    communica- 
tion   from    the    Public    Works     Department    in 


reference  to  your  Council  order  of  April  22,  1946, 
relative  to  resurfacing  Belgrade  avenue,  Ward  20. 
Respectfully, 
James  M.  Curley,  Mayor. 

City  of  Boston, 
Public  Works  Department,  May  1,  1946. 
To  J.  Joseph  Connors,  Chief  Clerk,  Mayor's  Office. 
From    Robert    P.    Curley,    Commissioner,    Public 

Works  Department. 
Subject:   Belgrade  Avenue,  Ward  20. 

I   return   herewith   order  in   City  Council  that 
the  Commissioner  of  Public  Works  resurface  Bel- 
grade avenue,  Ward  20,  and  this  will  advise  you 
that  this  street  will  be  put  on  a  list  of  streets  to  be 
given  consideration  for  construction  this  year. 
Robert  P.  Curley, 
Commissioner  of  Public  Works. 
Placed  on  file. 


RESURFACING  WELD  STREET,  WARD  20. 
The  following  was  received: 

City  of  Boston, 
Office  of  the  Mayor,  May  4,  1946. 
To  the  City  Council. 

Gentlemen, — I  transmit  herewith  communica- 
tion from  the  Commissioner  of  Public  Works 
relative  to  your  Council  order  of  April  22,  1946, 
with  reference  to  resurfacing  Weld  street,  from 
Corey  to  Maple  street,  Ward  20. 

Respectfully, 
James  M.  Curley,  Mayor. 

City  of  Boston, 
Public  Works  Department,  May  1,  1946. 
To  J.  Joseph  Connors,  Chief  Clerk,  Mayor's  Office. 
From    Robert    P.    Curley,    Commissioner,    Public 

Works  Department. 
Subject:  Weld  Street,  from  Corey  to  Maple  Street, 
Ward  20. 
I  return  herewith  order  in  City  Council  that  the 
Commissioner  of  Public  Works  resurface  Weld 
street,  Ward  20,  from  Corey  to  Maple  street,  and 
this  will  advise  you  that  this  street  will  be  put  on 
a  list  of  streets  to  be  given  consideration  for 
construction  this  year. 

Robeet  P.  Curley, 
Commissioner  of  Public  Works. 
Placed  on  file. 


RESURFACING   HEWLETT   STREET, 
WARD   20. 

The  following  was  received: 

Citv  of  Boston, 
Office  of  the  Mayor,  May  4,  1946. 
To  the  City  Council. 

Gentlemen, — I    transmit   herewith    communica- 
tion received  from  the  Public  Works  Department 
in  reference  to  Council  order  of  April  22,    1946, 
relative  to  resurfacing  Hewlett  street,  Ward  20. 
Respectfully, 
James  M.  Curley,  Mayor. 

City  of  Boston, 
Public  Works  Department,  May  1,  1946. 
To  J.  Joseph  Connors,  Chief  Clerk,  Mayor's  Office. 
From    Robert    P.    Curley,    Commissioner,    Public 

Works  Department. 
Subject:    Hewlett  Street,  Ward  20. 

I   return  herewith  order  in   City   Council   that 
the    Commissioner    of    Public    Works    resurface 
Hewlett  street,  Ward  20,  and  this  will  advise  you 
that  this  street  will  be  put  on  a  list  of  streets  to  be 
given  consideration  for  construction  this  year. 
Robert  P.  Curley, 
Commissioner  of  Public  Works. 
Placed  on  file. 


SALE   OF   GASOLINE   CRANE   AT    PUBLIC 
AUCTION. 
The  following  was  received: 

City  of  Boston, 
Office  of  the  Mayor,  May  4,  1946. 
To  the  City  Council. 

Gentlemen, — I  submit  herewith  an  order  recom- 
mending that  authorization  be  given  to  the  Com- 
missioner of  Public  Works  to  sell,  at  public  auction, 
a  gasoline  crane. 

The  Commissioner  of  Public  Works,  whose 
communication    is    attached,     reports    that    this 


2(>4 


CITY    COUNCIL. 


piece  oi  equipment  has  outlived  its  usefulness  and 
is  of  no  Further  value  to  his  department. 

1     therefore    recommend     I  ho    adopt  ion    of    the 

accompanying  order  by  your  Honorable  Body. 
Respectfully, 

James  M.  Curley,  Mayor. 

City  of  Boston, 
Public  Works  Department,  May  3,  19-16. 
Hon.  James  M.  <  ui  lej . 

Mayor  of  Boston. 
Dear  Mr.  Mayor, — The  Water  Division  of  this 
department   has  a  Mead-Morrison  gasoline  crane 
which    has    outlived    its    usefulness    and    is    of    no 
further  value  to  the  department. 

I  feel  that  it  would  be  advisable  to  sell  this 
particular  piece  of  equipment,  and,  as  I  am  quite 
sure  that  a  sale  will  net  the  cite  at  least  $1,000,  I 
respectfully  request  that  you  ask  the  City  Council 
for  permission  to  conduct  an  auction  sale,  with  an 
upset  piiee  of  SI, 000. 

Respectfully  yours, 

Robert  P.  Curley, 
Commissioner  of  Public  Works. 

Ordered,  That  the  Commissioner  of  Public 
Works  be,  and  hereby  is,  authorized  to  sell  at 
public  auction  at  an  upset  price  of  one  thousand 
dollars  (81,000)  one  Mead-Morrison  gasoline 
crane. 

Referred  to  Executive  Committee. 


APPROPRIATION  FROM  PARKMAN 
FUND   INCOME. 

The  following  was  received: 

City  of  Boston, 
Office  of  the  Mayor,  May  1,  1946. 
To  the  City  Council. 

Gentlemen, — I  am  in  receipt  of  the  attached 
communication  from  the  Board  of  Park  Com- 
missioners requesting  the  appropriation  of  844,000 
from  the  income  of  the  George  F.  Parkman  Fund, 
to  be  expended  under  the  direction  of  the  Board 
of  Park  Commissioners,  for  the  Maintenance  and 
Improvement  of  the  Common  and  Parks  in  Ex- 
istence on  January  12,  1887. 

The  1946  budget  estimates  of  the  personal 
service  requirements  of  the  Park  Department 
included  an  estimate  of  the  total  income  of  $211,000 
from  the  Parkman  Fund.  The  budget  allowances 
made  provision  for  the  appropriation  of  this 
income  as  it  accrued  for  the  purpose  of  defraying 
the  cost  of  work  actually  performed  on  the  Com- 
mon and  Parks  in  Existence  on  January  12,  1887. 

I  submit  herewith  an  order  appropriating  the 
sum  of  844,000,  the  accrued  income  now  available 
from  the  Parkman  Fund,'  and  respectfully  recom- 
mend its  immediate  passage  by  your  Honorable 
Body. 

Respectfully, 
James  M.  Curley,  Mayor. 

Citv  of  Boston, 
Park  Department,  May  1,  1946. 
Hon.  James  M.  Curley, 

Mayor  of  Boston. 
Dear  Sir, — By  vote  of  the  Board  of  Park  Com- 
missioners, you  are  respectfully  requested  to  ask 
the  City  Council  to  transfer  from  the  income  of 
the  George  F.  Parkman  Fund  the  sum  of  844,000 
which  is  now  available,  to  be  expended  under  the 
direction  of  the  Board  of  Park  Commissioners, 
as  follows: 

Common    and    Parks    in    Existence    on 
January    12,    1887,   Maintenance  and 

Improvement  of 844,000 

When  making  up  the  budget  estimates  for  the 
year  1946,  a  sum  equal  to  the  total  yearly  income 
of  the  George  F.  Parkman  Fund  was  deducted 
from  Item  A-l,  Permanent  Employees,  with  the 
understanding  that  this  deduction  was  to  be 
replaced  by  the  total  yearly  income  of  said  Park- 
man  Fund  for  1946,  to  be  transferred  as  it  accrued 
from  lime  to  lime  during  the  year  to  the  regular 
maintenance  appropriation  of  the  Park  De- 
pal  tllM  lit. 

Respectfully  yours, 
\\  it, i.i am  P.  Lono,  Chairman. 

i  >rdi  red,  That  the  mho  of  $44,000  bi  and 
hereby  i-.  appropriated   from    the  income  of  the 

'!•  F.  Parkman   Fund,  to  be  expended  under 

the   direction    of    the    Pail,    <  'oliiliiissioner.s,    for    the 


Maintenance  and  Improvement  of  the  Common 
and  Parks  in  Existence  on  January  12,  1887,  as 
follows: 

Common     and     Parks     in     Existence     on 
January    12,    1887,    Maintenance   and 

Improvement  of $44,000 

Referred  to  Committee  on  Parkman  Fund. 


USE    OF    CAMP     McKAY     AS     VETERANS' 
HOUSING   PROJECT. 
The  following  was  received: 

City  of  Boston, 
Office  of  the  Mayor,  May  G,  1946. 
To  the  City  Council. 

Gentlemen, — I  am  submitting  herewith  an  order 
concerning  the  conversion  of  Camp  McKay  into 
a  veterans'  housing  project.  Because  of  the  acute 
shortage  of  housing,  it  is  respectfully  requested 
that  the  accompanying  order  be  adopted  at  your 
meeting  today,  so  that  the  conversion  of  the 
barracks  at  Camp  McKay  into  temporary  housing 
accommodations  may  be  commenced  forthwith. 
Respectfully, 
James  M.  Curley,  Mayor. 

Ordered: 

Section  1. — That  the  form  of  contract  entitled 
"Contract  With  Local  Body  to  Provide  Tem- 
porary Housing  Pursuant  to  Title  V  (as  Amended) 
of  The  Lanham  Act"  on  Form  FPHA  1481, 
Rev.  3-18-46  (Region  I),  which  must  be  entered 
into  with  the  Federal  Public.  Housing  Authority 
in  order  to  secure  from  the  Federal  Public  Housing 
Authority  substantially  226  dwelling  units  for 
veterans'  housing  in  the  City  of  Boston  is  hereby 
approved. 

i  Section  2. — That  the  Boston  Housing  Authority 
es  hereby  authorized,  on  behalf  of  the  City,  to 
xecute  said  contract  in  as  many  counterparts  as 
may  be  necessary  and  to  execute  the  Project 
Development  Program  and  the  Project  Manage- 
ment Program  referred  to  in  said  contract,  and 
to  do  all  things  provided  for  in  said  contract  and 
in  the  Project  Development  Program  and  in  the 
Project  Management  Program. 

Section  3. — That  the  City  shall  accept  from  the 
United  States  of  America,  acting  by  and  through 
the  Federal  Public  Housing  Authority,  assign- 
ments of  all  the  existing  leases  to  the  United  States 
of  America  for  the  Camp  McKay  site  (upon 
which  the  existing  facilities  are  to  be  converted 
to  family  dwelling  units  in  accordance  with  the 
provisions  of  the  contract  approved  in  Section 
1  hereof);  and  that  the  assignments  may  provide: 
(a)  that  the  City  shall  assume  all  obligations 
of  the  United  States  of  America  as  provided  in 
said  leases  with  all  payments  due  the  Lessors  to 
be  apportioned  as  of  May  7,  1946,  and  (b)  that 
the  City  shall  save  harmless  and  indemnify  the 
United  States  of  America  against  all  claims, 
demands  and  actions  arising  under  the  provisions 
of  the  leases  on  or  after  May  7,  1946,  and  against 
all  claims,  demands  and  actions  arising  from  such 
assignments  or  from  use  of  the  land  for  a  veterans' 
housing  project.  * 

Section  4. — That  the  Boston  Housing  Authority 
is  hereby  authorized  to  accept,  on  behalf  of  the 
City,  the  assignments  referred  to  in  Section  3 
hereof. 

President  KELLY — The  clerk  will  read  the 
order. 

(The  order  was  read  by  the  clerk.) 

President  KELLY — The  question  comes  on  the 
passage  of  the  order. 

Coun.  LINEHAN — Several  weeks  ago  I  dis- 
cussed the  conditions  that  existed  in  Camp  McKay 
at  the  present  time.  If  my  memory  serves  me 
right,  I  still  think  it  is  a  fact  that  many  rats  are 
hanging  around  there.  You  might  say  they 
are  crawling  around  good  old  Camp  McKay. 
I  was  in  hopes  the  City  of  Boston  would  do  some- 
thing in  regard  to  giving  decent  housing  to  veterans 
in  regard  to  temporary  structures.  As  a  matter  of 
fact,  I  was  hoping  perhaps  his  Honor  the  Mayor 
would  call  upon  the  Federal  Government  which 
I  understand  has  many  so-called  prefabricated 
houses  which  are  similar,  perhaps,  to  the  type 
of  barracks  down  at  Camp  McKay  and  also 
temporary  housing  that  has  been  used  for  war 
workers  throughout  the  country.  I  am  sorry 
to  say  that  the  city  up  to  date  has  not  done  a 
thing  on  housing  other  than  this  so-called  Camp 
McKay  situation.     As  a  member  of  the  Housing 
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Authority,  I  can  tell  the  members  here  there 
were  a  great  number  of  letters  sent  out  to  many 
veterans  with  families  who  needed  housing  in 
Boston,  veterans  who  had  filed  applications  with 
the  Boston  Housing  Authority  to  get  into  their 
so-called  good  projects.  Unfortunately  there  are 
not  enough  vacancies,  so  we  have  probably  a 
surplus  of  about  3,000  or  4,000  veterans  still 
seeking  homes.  It  seems  to  me  the  city  has  been 
negligent  up  to  this  time  in  not  getting  more 
prefabricated  housing  which  they  can  put  on 
better  locations  than  Camp  McKay,  particularly 
where  there  are  not  any  rats  located.  I  sincerely 
hope  the  Public  Health  Commissioner,  Doctor 
Bailey,  and  his  staff  have  been  successful  in 
doing  away  with  all  the  rats  at  Camp  McKay. 
I  might  advise  the  councilors  the  camp  is  situated 
near  a  dump.  The  dump  naturally  brings  rats. 
I  was  in  hopes  that  his  Honor  the  Mayor  might 
move  the  present  Camp  McKay  as  he  said  around 
Talbot  avenue,  even  if  it  was  going  to  cost  a 
little  more  money  than  by  leaving  it  at  the  present 
location.  Then  again,  I  had  hopes  he  might 
move  the  structures  that  exist  at  Camp  McKay 
over  to  Columbus  park  where  there  are  not  any 
rats  running  around.  We  have  a  big  park. 
The  people  of  Boston  would  be  too  glad  to  give 
up  some  of  that  park.  There  are  not  many  forms 
of  recreational  facilities  there.  It  is  just  a  lot 
of  grass.  The  kids  go  out  there  and  play  and 
make  their  own  diamonds,  with  the  exception 
of  Columbus  Stadium,  which  has  one  diamond. 
It  seems  to  me  the  Mayor  is  trying  to  do  some- 
thing now  at  this  late  stage  of  the  game.  I 
realize  he  is  probably  up  against  it.  If  he  tries 
to  move  it  to  Talbot  avenue,  I,  as  one  councilor, 
want  the  City  of  Boston  to  do  something  in 
regard  to  housing  for  veterans.  I  sincerely  hope 
his  Honor  the  Mayor  gets  on  the  ball  and  does 
not  stall  the  Cathedral  Project  or  the  South 
Boston  Project  like  he  did  when  I  was  a  member 
of  the  Housing  Authority  last  year.  It  was 
Mayor  Curley's  intervention  that  stalled  the 
Cathedral  Project  plans  for  a  period  of  about 
three  months.  I,  as  one  member  of  the  Council, 
and  as  former  member  of  the  Housing  Authority, 
do  not  mind  letting  the  public  know  about  it. 
,1  am  sorry  to  say  the  best  we  can  give  the  veterans 
at  this  time  is  good,  old  Camp  McKay  with  all 
its  rats.  I  sincerely  hope  his  Honor  the  Mayor 
gets  on  the  ball  in  the  interest  of  the  City  of 
Boston  and  gets  some  prefabricated  houses  and 
puts  them  up  on  Columbia  park.  There  is  plenty 
of  room,  without  dispensing  with  athletic  fields 
for  the  youngsters  to  play  on.  I  am  very  dis- 
appointed that  I  have  to  vote  on  this.  The  only 
reason  I  do  so  is  that  it  is  better  than  nothing. 
That  is  about  all  it  is,  just  better  than  nothing. 
In  regard  to  that  letter  sent  out  by  the  Boston 
Housing  Authority  to  the  veterans,  only  about 
one  third  of  the  veterans  are  willing  to  move  into 
the  converted  barracks  at  Camp  McKay,  which 
goes  to  show  you  what  kind  of  site  Camp  McKay 
is. 

Coun.  COFFEY— Mr.  President,  it  is  too  bad 
we  have  to  get  into  these  controversies  in  regard 
to  housing.  I  know  it  is  getting  so  desperate 
with  some  veterans  now  that  when  they  go  into 
a  real  estate  office  their  first  thought  is,  "What 
did  we  leave  the  country  for?  Why  was  not  the 
government,  the  states  and  the  cities  and  towns, 
ready  for  us  when  we  came  home?"  That  is 
the  natural  question  for  them  to  ask.  It  is  only 
safe  to  assume  out  of  12,000,000  boys  who  served 
in  World  War  II,  some  2,000,000  of  them  were 
going  to  become  of  age  and  some  2,000,000  were 
going  to  get  married.  I  think  every  city  in  the 
entire  country  was  caught  unaware  of  the  fact 
there  were  two  million  boys  looking  for  homes 
when  they  got  back  to  this  country.  They  are 
desperate.  They  are  hurt.  I  have  heard  some 
of  them  say  in  the  real  estate  office  that  if  they 
knew  conditions  were  such  as  they  are,  they 
would  have  stayed  away.  Some  of  them  are 
kicking  that  they  did  not  re-enlist.  They  are 
right.  It  is  a  shame.  There  are  families  in  my 
ward  and  in  every  ward  in  the  city  with  as  many 
as  twelve  people  living  in  four  rooms.  They 
go  to  the  Housing  Authority.  They  ask  for  an 
application.  They  fill  it  out.  They  are  investi- 
gated and  told  thev  are  eligible.  They  are  kidded. 
They  know  that  there  are  9,000  or  10,000  families 
with  anywhere  from  eight  to  twelve  persons 
living  in  four  rooms  begging  for  any  place  to  live. 
It  is  a  shame  that  we  are  caught  the  way  we  are. 
Something  has  to  be  done  immediately.  These 
boys  could  not  come  home  like  young  Kennedy 


and   take  a  room   at  the   Bellevue   Hotel.     They 
haven't  the  money  he  has. 

President  KELLY — The  question  comes  on 
the  passage  of  the  order.  The  clerk  will  call  the 
roll. 

Coun.  BAYLEY— May  I  have  the  order  read? 

President  KELLY— The  clerk  will  read  the 
order. 

(The  order  was  read  by  the  clerk.) 

Coun.  RUSSO — Mr.  President,  as  Councilor 
Linehan  stated,  if  this  is  the  best  we  can  give  to 
the  veterans,  then  I  do  not  know  what  the  veterans 
are  going  to  expect  in  the  future.  It  puts  us  all 
in  a  very  bad  predicament.  It  is  better  than 
nothing  at  all,  anyway.  However,  I  would  like 
to  bring  out,  Mr.  President,  in  the  district  I 
represent,  where  housing  projects  are  vitally 
needed,  how  about  those  boys  who  are  coming 
back  to  that  section?  How  about  those  mothers 
who  have  received  their  boys  with  open  arms, 
a  vast  majority  of  them  disabled?  What  is 
going  to  happen  to  them?  Where  are  they  going 
to  go?  Are  they  going  to  go  away  from  their 
parents,  away  from  the  district  where  they  have 
been  born  and  brought  up?  I  say,  Mr.  President, 
his  Honor  the  Mayor  ought  to  do  something 
about  it.  He  is  still  the  .  Congressman  of  this 
district.  I  feel,  considering  his  promises  made 
during  his  last  election  to  give  to  the  people  of 
that  district  the  necessary  housing  which  is  needed, 
that  he  ought  to  do  something  about  it.  I  am 
glad  to  hear  that  the  Cathedral  Project  will  go  up. 
I  am  also  glad  to  hear  that  they  have  broken 
the  so-called  limit  in  so  far  as  $1.50  per  square 
foot  is  concerned  where  the  housing  projects  go 
in.  I  do  hope  in  the  future  it  will  not  be  the 
same"  cry,  that  the  land  in  my  particular  district 
is  overassessed  and  comes  to  about  $3.50  or 
$4  per  square  foot.  That  is  the  excuse  that 
they  have  been  giving  to  those  people  up  to  this 
time,  Mr.  President,  because  they  have  not  been 
able  to  receive  these  housing  projects  in  order 
to  eliminate  in  our  city  and  in  my  section  in 
particular  these  old  cow  paths.  We  have  to 
realize  that  the  City  of  Boston  is  an  old  city  in 
comparison  to  the  cities  throughout  the  nation. 
Unless  we  do  something  about  it,  to  modernize 
the  city,  then  I  say,  God  help  the  City  of  Boston. 
I  do  hope  that  some  action  is  taken  by  Congress 
in  order  to  modify  and  bring  about  the  conditions 
that  exist  in  the  various  districts  being  abolished, 
not  only  in  my  district  but  throughout  this  great 
nation  of  ours.  There  is  need  of  housing  projects. 
I  do  hope  they  will  do  something  to  eliminate 
these  so-called  slum  areas  and  give  good  housing 
conditions.  We  realize  it  is  the  atmosphere  of 
the  home  in  which  we  brkig  up  the  children  that 
is  important.  I  know,  Mr.  President,  and  you 
know  as  fathers  of  children  what  we  have  to  put 
up  with,  and  unless  we  give  the  children  the. 
environment  and  provide  for  them  a  good  home, 
how  can  we  expect  tomorrow  to  have  good 
American  citizens  in  order  to  carry  on  after  we 
are  gone? 

Coun.  KINSELLA— Mr.  President,  of  course, 
I  was  concerned  as  much  as  anyone  else  with  the 
matter  of  housing  for  veterans  and  housing  for 
non-veterans.  One  of  the  Cambridge  City 
Councilors  was  telling  me  about  two  months  ago 
an  experiment  they  made  with  huts  they  pur- 
chased from  the  Federal  Government  and  moved 
from  their  location  to  Cambridge.  It  is  about 
a  year  ago  they  made  the  experiment,  because 
they  were  approaching  spring  and  the  warm 
weather.  They  decided  they  would  not  require 
them  to  heat  the  barracks-type  homes  with  the  old 
type  of  railroad  stoves,  as  we  know  them.  They 
decided  to  cut  in  some  heat  from  nearby  buildings, 
the  owners  of  which  had  been  brought  into  the 
agreement  to  supply  heat.  That  is  why  I  get 
up  on  my  feet  today  to  ask  Councilor  Linehan 
one  or  two  questions  in  the  interest  of  this  housing, 
not  in  any  way  in  opposition  to  it.  Through 
you,  Mr.  President,  I  want  to  ask  Councilor 
Linehan  a  question. 

President  KELLY — Councilor  Linehan. 

Coun.  KINSELLA— Mr.  President,  Councilor 
Linehan,  will  these  huts  be  set  upon  the  surface  of 
the  ground  at  old  Camp  McKay  location,  or  will 
there  be  cellars  there?  How  were  the  barracks 
heated  while  the  Army  had  them? 

Coun.  LINEHAN — I  cannot  answer  definitely. 
I  think  there  are  no  cellars  in  the  present  barracks. 
They  are  typical  of  any  barracks  you  will  find  in 
any  Army  or  Navy  camp.  All  I  know  is  they  are 
going  to  put  in  partitions  and  additional  pjumb- 
ing.     The  structures  that  exist  on  the  location  at 
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Camp  McKay  will  not  be  shifted  from  their  present 
location,  much  to  my  chagrin.  Does  that  answer 
your  Question? 

Conn.  SCANNELL — Mr.  President,  in  speaking 
on  this  order  I  agree  with  my  colleague  from 
Ward  7  (Coun.  Linehan)  in  regard  to  this  present 
location  which  he  and  I  know  yery  well.  I  know 
the  location  of  Camp  McKay.  I  know  through 
the  years  this  has  been  nothing  but  a  dump.  Al- 
though a  Public  Health  Department  official  has 
said  he  has  got  rid  of  the  rodent  situation  over 
there,  there  is  no  question  in  my  mind  they  will 
never  get  rid  of  the  rodent  situation  at  the  Mile 
Road  dump.  As  far  as  moving  the  barracks  is 
concerned,  I  am  going  to  congratulate  the  councilor 
for  having  the  vision  to  suggest  moving  them  to 
Columbus  park.  We  do  not  want  to  say  we  are 
going  to  take  away  the  playgrounds  of  the  chil- 
dren. This  is  really  a  bad  situation  as  far  as 
housing  is  concerned.  If  we  do  have  to  take  play- 
grounds away  from  children  of  the  city  to  give 
temporary  housing  to  the  veterans,  let  us  do  it. 
We  want  to  give  them  at  least  a  decent  place  to 
live.  I  know  of  these  buildings,  these  temporary 
barracks,  as  you  might  call  them.  It  is  pretty 
good,  I  tell  you,  when  we  have  to  take  the  veterans 
who  fought  for  this  country  and  put  them  on  a 
dump  with  temporary  barracks.  They  have  had 
to  live  long  enough  in  barracks  in  the  South  where 
they  were  training  or  in  barracks  in  every  part  of 
the  world.  I  think  it  is  an  outrage.  As  the  coun- 
cilor well  said,  we  have  to  do  something.  At 
least,  we  ought  to  do  one  thing,  try  to  get  a  suitable 
location  for  these  barracks.  I  am  going  to  suggest 
to  the  councilor  from  Ward  7  (Coun.  Linehan), 
who  is  very  much  interested  in  the  veterans,  that 
we  try  to  get  in  contact  with  the  chief  executive 
of  this  city  and  find  out  if  we  can  use  part  of 
Columbus  park  for  these  houses.  It  would  not 
be  very  much  expense  to  put  a  cinder  block  cellar 
in  some  of  these  places.  It  would  not  be  very 
much  work  to  build  a  cinder  block  foundation 
for  some  of  these  barracks.  In  so  doing,  you  will 
get  rid  of  the  rodent  situation  and  also  the  damp- 
ness from  Dorchester  Bay.  If  it  is  in  order,  I  am 
going  to  move  we  send  this  to  Executive  Session 
and  find  out  if  we  can  get  hold  of  the  Park  Com- 
missioner today  and  ask  him  to  come  down  im- 
mediately and  find  out  if  we  can  move  and  get 
land  available  to  move  these  temporary  structures 
from  Camp  McKay  and  the  Mile  Road  dump  to 
suitable  land  such  as  the  Columbus  Park  Play- 
ground. 

The  message  of  the  Mayor  and  order  were 
referred  to  the  Executive  Committee. 

Later  in  the  session  Coun.  SCANNELL  said: 

I  would  like  to  ask  unanimous  consent  to  remove 
the  message  of  the  Mayor  in  regard  to  Camp 
McKay  from  the  Executive  Session  and  ask  that  it 
be  passed. 

President  KELLY — Councilor  Scannell  makes  a 
motion  that  the  Camp  McKay  order  be  withdrawn 
from  Executive  Session.  It  is  a  vote  and  so  ordered. 
The  question  comes  on  the  passage  of  the  order. 
The  clerk  will  call  the  roll. 

The  roll  was  called,  and  the  order  was  passed, 
yeas  19,  naysO: 

Yeas — Coun.  Bayley,  Bryan,  Cantwell,  Carey, 
Chase,  Coffey,  Cook,  Hannon,  Keenan,  Kelly, 
Kinsella,  Lane,  Linehan,  Madden,  McCormacic, 
Moriarty,  Muchnick,  Russo,  Scannell — 19  . 

Nays — 0. 


APPROPRIATION  FOR   CARE  OF  GRAVES 
OF   SOLDIERS,   SAILORS  AND  MARINES. 

The  following  was  received: 

City  of  Boston, 
Office  of  the  Mayor,  May  1,  1946. 
To  the  City  Council. 
_     Gentlemen, — Chapter    115,   section    22,    of   the 
General    Laws    provides    that    the    Mayor    shall 
annually    appoint    a    citizen,    preferably    a    war 
veteran,   who  shall  be  charged  with  the    duty  of 
suitably  keeping  and  caring  for  the  graves  of  those 
who  have  served  in  the  Army,    Navy  or  Marine 
Corps  of  the  United  States  in  time  of  war. 

The  provisions  of  this  statute  have  been  com- 
plied with  and  with  the  approval  of  your  Honor- 
able Body  funds  for  the  maintenance  of  this 
activity  have  been  made  available.  The  last 
order  transferring  the  sum  of  $5,000  from  the 
Contingent  Fund  was  passed  on  October  15,  1945, 
by  your  Honorable  Body. 


The  funds  now  available  will  shortly  be  ex- 
pended and,  believing  this  activity  should  be 
continued,  there  is  forwarded  herewith  an  order 
appropriating  the  sum  of  $10,000  to  be  charged  to 
the  Contingent  Fund.  Your  consideration  and 
passage  of  this  order  is  respectfully  recommended. 
Respectfully, 
James  M.  Cuhley,  Mayor. 

Ordered,  That  the  sum  of  ten  thousand  dollars 
($10,000)  be,  and  the  same  hereby  is,  appropriated, 
to  be  expended  under  the  direction  of  his  Honor 
the  Mayor,  for  the  care  of  graves  of  soldiers, 
sailors  and  marines,  as  provided  in  chapter  115, 
section  22,  of  the  General  Laws,  said  sum  to  be 
charged  to  the  Contingent  Fund. 

The  order  was  declared  referred  to  the  Executive 
Committee. 

Coun.  MUCHNICK— Isn't  it  usual  to  refer 
an  appropriation  request  to  the  Appropriations 
Committee? 

President  KELLY — You  are  right.  This  is  a 
transfer,  and  not  an  appropriation. 

The  message  of  Mayor  and  order  stood  referred 
to  the  Executive  Committee. 


RELEASE  OF  RESTRICTIONS  ON  CERTAIN 
HARRISON  AVENUE   LAND. 

The  following  was  received: 

City  of  Boston, 
Office  of  the  Mayor,  May  6,  1946. 
To  the  Honorable  City  Council. 

Gentlemen, — Very  Reverend  Robert  A.  Hewitt, 
S.  J.,  Rector  of  Boston  College  High  School,  in- 
forms me  that  Boston  College  High  School  is 
planning  to  build  in  the  near  future  a  new  school, 
residence  and  auditorium  on  the  site  of  the  old 
buildings  now  located  on  the  parcel  of  land  bounded 
by  Harrison  avenue,  East  Concord  street,  James 
street  and  East  Newton  street  in  the  South  End 
district  of  Boston. 

In  the  early  days  of  our  city's  corporate  history 
the  so-called  common  lands  of  Boston  consisted 
chiefly  of  the  "Neck,"  a  stretch  of  marsh  connect- 
ing Boston  with  Roxbury.  By  extensive  filling 
and  grading  and  the  erection  of  a  sea  wall  on  the 
South  Bay  the  "Neck"  and  lands  adjacent  thereto 
were  filled  in  and  made  ready  for  sale  by  the  office 
of  tne  Superintendent  of  Public  Lands  under  the 
direction  of  the  City  Council.  It  was  the  policy 
of  the  city  in  the  sales  and  conveyances  of  said 
lands  to  establish  and  burden  said  lands  with 
certain  conditions  and  restrictions  as  to  the  use 
of  the  land,  the  construction,  type,  character  and 
occupation  of  the  building,  as  well  as  the  setback, 
height  and  depth  of  the  building  to  be  erected  on 
said  land. 

In  the  year  1860  the  City  of  Boston  sold  to 
John  McElroy  of  Boston,  a  clergyman,  a  parcel 
of  land  bounded  by  Harrison  avenue,  East  Con- 
cord street  and  James  street  (the  present  site  of 
the  Immaculate  Conception  Church),  and  sub- 
jected said  parcel  of  land  to  certain  conditions 
and  restrictions  as  to  its  occupation,  construction, 
materials,  architectural  character  and  setback 
from  the  public  highways.  In  1872  the  City  of 
Boston  sold  to  the  Trustees  of  Boston  College  an 
adjoining  parcel  of  land  bounded  by  Harrison 
avenue  and  James  street,  and  likewise  subjected 
this  parcel  of  land  to  like  conditions  and  restric- 
tions. During  the  years  1859 — 1863  the  City  of 
Boston  subdivided  the  parcel  of  land  bounded  by 
East  Newton  street,  Harrison  avenue  and  James 
street  into  ten  house  lots  and  sold  same  subject  to 
restrictions  and  conditions  of  like  nature  but 
applying  in  more  particular  to  the  use  of  said  lots 
for  dwelling  house  purposes.  At  various  times,  in 
order  to  meet  the  changing  conditions  of  the  neigh- 
borhood and  to  permit  a  more  economical  utiliza- 
tion of  the  parcels  of  property,  the  City  of  Boston 
has  at  the  request  of  the  owners  of  said  lands 
modified  or  released  certain  of  the  conditions  and 
restrictions  burdening  said  lands. 

Boston  College  High  School  has  acquired 
ownership  of  the  entire  area  of  land  bounded  by 
Harrison  avenue,  East  Concord  street,  James 
street  and  East  Newton  street,  including  the 
so-called  dwelling  house  lots  on  East  Newton 
street,  and  intends  to  utilize  the  entire  area  in 
supplement  to  the  present  church  for  the  con- 
struction of  a  new  high  school,  residence  and 
auditorium.  In  order  that  Boston  College  High 
School  may  use  its  own  land  to  the  full  extent  to 
accomplish  its  proposed  building  program,  it  is 
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necessary  that  this  area  of  land  be  relieved  of  its 
burdensome  conditions  and  restrictions. 

Within  recent  years  the  City  of  Boston  has  at 
the  request  of  the  Massachusetts  Memorial  Hos- 
pital (formerly  the  Massachusetts  Homeopathic 
Hospital),  the  owner  of  that  area  of  land  bounded 
by  Harrison  avenue,  East  Newton  street  and 
Stoughton  street,  released  said  area  of  land  from 
conditions  and  restrictions  comparable  to  those  at 
present  existing  on  Boston  College  High  School's 
property.  The  release  of  those  restrictions  by 
your  Honorable  Body  enabled  the  Massachusetts 
Memorial  Hospital  to  construct  new  hospital 
buildings  and  thereby  foster  and  increase  its 
charitable  contribution  to  the  citizens  of  Boston. 

Boston  College  High  School,  under  the  guidance 
and  direction  of  the  Jesuit  Fathers,  has  an  enviable 
and  renowned  reputation  in  the  field  of  education. 
The  fame  of  this  institution  has  spread  far  beyond 
the  borders  of  our  city,  so  that  today  the  present 
facilities  of  this  school  are  far  too  limited  to  pro- 
vide for  those  seeking  enrollment.  Recently 
Boston  College  High  School  purchased  from  the 
city  Girls'  High  School  Annex,  situated  on  Massa- 
chusetts avenue,  to  accommodate  the  overflow  of 
students.  The  erection  and  construction  of  a 
new  and  larger  school  building  in  place  of  the 
present  school  is  an  absolute  necessity,  and  I  am 
of  the  opinion  that  the  best  interest  of  the  City 
of  Boston  and  its  citizens  would  be  served  by  the 
establishment  of  the  proposed  new  school  on  the 
present  site. 

I  present  to  you  herewith  an  order  whereby 
your  Honorable  Body  may  authorize  the  release 
of  the  conditions  and  restrictions  now  burdening 
this  area  of  land,  and  I  recommend  your  considera- 
tion and  passage  of  the  accompanying  order. 
Respectfully, 
James  M.  Curley,  Mayor. 

Whereas,  The  City  of  Boston  by  deed  dated 
August  31,  1860,  and  recorded  with  Suffolk  Deeds, 
Book  784,  page  170,  conveyed  a  parcel  of  land 
now  numbered  761  Harrison  avenue,  subject  to 
certain  conditions  and  restrictions,  and  by  instru- 
ments dated  January  2,  1872,  and  recorded  with 
Suffolk  Deeds,  Book  1086,  page  147,  and  March  19, 
1874,  and  recorded  with  Suffolk  Deeds,  Book  1895, 
page  473,  the  City  of  Boston  modified  the  afore- 
said conditions  and  restrictions,  and  whereas  the 
conditions  and  restrictions  as  modified  and  now 
outstanding  are  as  follows: 

"2.  The  said  lot  shall  be  occupied  by  a 
church,  presbytery  and  school  buildings,  and  for 
no  other  purpose,  and  all  the  buildings  which 
may  be  erected  thereon  shall  be  of  brick  or 
stone,  and  the  architectural  character  and 
location  of  said  buildings  shall  be  such  as  may 
be  agreed  upon  by  the  Board  of  Public  Land 
Commissioners  and  approved  by  the  Mayor  of 
said  City  for  the  time  being,  and  no  buildings 
shall  ever  be  erected  or  placed  within  twenty 
feet  of  Concord  Street,  Harrison  Avenue  or  the 
northerly  boundary  of  the  said  lot,  nor  within 
ten  feet  of  James  Street." 

"2.  That  said  lot  shall  be  occupied  for  no 
other  purpose  than  a  church,  presbytery  and 
school  building  or  dwelling  houses;  and  provided 
that  such  dwelling  houses  shall  be  not  less  than 
three  stories  in  height,  exclusive  of  the  basement 
and  attic  and  shall  have  exterior  walls  of  no  other 
material  than  brick,  stone  or  iron;  and  that  no 
cellar,  basement  room  or  other  apartment  in  such 
buildings  shall  be  sunk  more  than  three  feet 
below  the  level  of  the  present  coping  of  the  Dry 
Dock  at  Charlestown;  such  level  to  be  deter- 
mined from  time  to  time  by  the  City  Engineer 
or  other  officer  duly  appointed  for  that  purpose 
by  the  City  Council." 

"No  building  on  the  said  land  shall  be  placed 
nearer  to  said  James  Street  than  seven  feet  there- 
from as  shown  on  a  plan  to  be  recorded  with  this 
release;  and  also  upon  the  condition  that  the 
said  Trustees  of  Boston  College  their  successors 
or  assigns  shall  pay  all  equitable  damages 
occasioned  by  such  change  of  condition"; 

Whereas,  The  City  of  Boston  by  deed  dated 
January  6,  1870,  and  recorded  with  Suffolk  Deeds, 
Book  1086,  page  148,  conveyed  a  parcel  of  land, 
now  a  part  of  that  parcel  of  land  numbered  761 
Harrison  avenue,  subject  to  certain  conditions 
and  restrictions,  and  by  an  instrument  dated 
January  10,  1884,  and  recorded  with  Suffolk 
Deeds,  Book  1891,  page  225,  the  City  of  Boston 
modified  the  aforesaid  conditions  and  restrictions 


and  whereas  the  conditions  and  restrictions  as 
modified  and  now  outstanding  are  as  follows: 

"A  building  or  buildings  to  be  used  only  for 

religious  or  educational  purposes  may  be  erected 

on  the  said  parcel  of  land"; 

Whereas,  The  City  of  Boston  by  deeds  dated 
September  19,  1859,  and  recorded  with  Suffolk 
Deeds,  Book  766,  page  185,  and  dated  December  31, 
1860,  and  recorded  with  Suffolk  Deeds,  Book  810, 
page  17,  conveyed  a  certain  parcel  of  land  now 
numbered  31  East  Newton  street,  subject  to  cer- 
tain conditions  and  restrictions,  and  whereas  the 
conditions  and  restrictions  now  outstanding  are  as 
follows: 

"2.     The  front  line  of  the  building  which  may 

be  erected  on  the  said  lot,  shall  be  placed  on  line 

parallel  with,  and  not  less  than  five  feet  back 

from  the  said  Newton  Street. 

3.  The  buildings  which  may  be  erected  on 
the  said  lot  shall  be  of  a  width  equal  to  the 
width  of  the  front  of  said  lot. 

4.  No  dwelling  house  or  other  building  except 
the  necessary  out  building  shall  be  erected  or 
placed  on  the  rear  of  said  lot. 

5.  No  building  which  may  be  erected  on  the 
said  lot  shall  be  less  than  three  stories  in  height 
exclusive  of  the  basement  and  attic,  nor  have 
exterior  walls  of  any  material  than  brick,  stone 
or' iron,  nor  be  used  or  occupied  for  any  other 
purpose  or  in  any  other  way  than  as  a  dwelling 
house  for  the  term  of  20  years  from  the  first  day 
of  April  1859. 

6.  A  brick  wall  shall  be  built  by  the  said 
grantee  along  the  line  of  the  rear  of  the  granted 
land  of  not  less  than  five  feet  above  the  grade 
of  said  passageway  as  the  same  shall  hereafter 
be  established"; 

Whereas,  The  City  of  Boston  by  deeds  dated 
September  19,  1859,  and  recorded  with  Suffolk 
Deeds,  Book  766,  page  187,  and  dated  December  31, 

1860,  and  recorded  with  Suffolk  Deeds,  Book  792, 
page  223,  conveyed  a  certain  parcel  of  land  now 
numbered  33  East  Newton  street,  subject  to  cer- 
tain conditions  and  restrictions,  and  whereas  the 
conditions  and  restrictions  now  outstanding  are  as 
follows: 

"2.  The  front  line  of  the  building  which  may 
be  erected  on  the  said  lot,  shall  be  placed  on  line 
parallel  with,  and  not  less  than  five  feet  back 
from  the  said  Newton  Street. 

3.  The  buildings  which  may  be  erected  on 
the  said  lot  shall  be  of  a  width  equal  to  the 
width  of  the  front  of  said  lot. 

4.  No  dwelling  house  or  other  building  except 
the  necessary  out  building  shall  be  erected  or 
placed  on  the  rear  of  said  lot. 

5.  No  building  which  may  be  erected  on  the 
said  lot  shall  be  less  than  three  stories  in  height 
exclusive  of  the  basement  and  attic,  nor  have 
exterior  walls  of  any  material  than  brick,  stone 
or  iron,  nor  be  used  or  occupied  for  any  other 
purpose  or  in  any  other  way  than  as  a  dwelling 
house  for  the  term  of  20  years  from  the  first  day 
of  April  1859. 

6.  A  brick  wall  shall  be  built  by  the  said 
grantee  along  the  line  of  the  rear  of  the  granted 
land  of  not  less  than  five  feet  above  the  grade  of 
said  passageway  as  the  same  shall  hereafter  be 
established"; 

Whereas,  The  City  of  Boston  by  deeds  dated 
September  19,  1859,  and  recorded  with  Suffolk 
Deeds,  Book  766,  page  127,  and  dated  January  25, 

1861,  and  recorded  with  Suffolk  Deeds,  Book  810, 
page  15,  conveyed  a  certain  parcel  of  land  now 
numbered  35  East  Newton  street,  subject  to 
certain  conditions  and  restrictions,  and  whereas  the 
conditions  and  restrictions  now  outstanding  are  as 
follows: 

"2.  The  front  line  of  the  building  which 
may  be  erected  on  the  said  lot,  shall  be  placed 
on  line  parallel  with,  and  not  less  than  five  feet 
back  from  the  said  Newton  Street. 

3.  The  buildings  which  may  be  erected  on 
the  said  lot  shall  be  of  a  width  equal  to  the 
width  of  the  front  of  said  lot. 

4.  No  dwelling  house  or  other  building  except 
the  necessary  out  building  shall  be  erected  or 
placed  on  the  rear  of  said  lot. 

5.  No  building  which  may  be  erected  on  the 
said  lot  shall  be  less  than  three  stories  in  height 
exclusive  of  the  basement  and  attic,  nor  have 
exterior  walls  of  any  material  than  brick, 
stone  or  iron,  nor  be  used  or  occupied  for  any 
other  purpose  or  in  any  other  way  than  as  a 
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dwelling  house  for  the  term  of  20  years  from  tho 
Bra)  day  of  April  1859. 

6.  A  brick  wall  shall  be  built  by  the  said 
grantee  along  the  line  of  the  roar  of  the  granted 
laud  of  not  less  than  five  feet  above  the  grade  of 
said  passageway  as  the  same  shall  hereafter  be 
established"; 

Whereas,  The  City  of  Boston  by  deeds  dated 
September  19,  1S59,  and  recorded  with  Suffolk 
Deeds,  Book  706,  page  123,  and  dated  December 
28,  1864,  and  recorded  with  Suffolk  Deeds,  Book 
Soti,  page  239,  conveyed  a  certain  parcel  of  land 
now  numbered  37  East  Newton  street,  subject  to 
certain  conditions  and  restrictions,  and  whereas 
the  conditions  and  restrictions  now  outstanding 
are  as  follows: 

"2.  The  front  line  of  the  building  which  may 
be  erected  on  the  said  lot,  shall  be  placed  on 
line  parallel  with,  and  not  less  than  five  feet 
back  from  the  said  Newton  Street. 

3.  The  buildings  which  may  be  erected  on 
the  said  lot  shall  be  of  a  width  equal  to  the 
width  of  the  front  of  said  lot. 

4.  No  dwelling  house  or  other  building  except 
the  necessary  out  building  shall  be  erected  or 
placed  on  the  rear  of  said  lot. 

5.  No  building  which  may  be  erected  on  the 
said  lot  shall  be  less  than  three  stories  in  height 
exclusive  of  the  basement  and  attic,  nor  have 
exterior  walls  of  any  material  than  brick,  stone 
or  iron,  nor  be  used  or  occupied  for  any  other 
purpose  or  in  any  other  way  than  as  a  dwelling 
house  for  the  term  of  20  years  from  the  first  day 
of  April  1859. 

6.  A  brick  wall  shall  be  built  by  the  said 
grantee  along  the  line  of  the  rear  of  the  granted 
land  of  not  less  than  five  feet  above  the  grade 
of  said  passageway  as  the  same  shall  hereafter 
be  established"; 

Whereas,  The  City  of  Boston  by  deeds  dated 
September  19,  1859,  and  recorded  with  Suffolk 
Deeds,  Book  770,  page  287,  and  December  31, 
1860,  and  recorded  with  Suffolk  Deeds,  Book  792, 
page  218,  conveyed  a  certain  parcel  of  land  now 
numbered  39  East  Newton  street,  subject  to 
certain  conditions  and  restrictions,  and  whereas 
the  conditions  and  restrictions  now  outstanding 
are  as  follows: 

"2.     The  front  line  of  the  building  which  may 

be  erected  on  the  said  lot,  shall  be  placed  on  a 

line   parallel   with,   and  not   less  than   ten   feet 

back  from  the  said  Newton  Street. 

3.  The  buildings  which  may  be  erected  on 
the  said  lot  shall  be  of  a  width  equal  to  the 
width  of  the  front  of  said  lot. 

4.  No  dwelling  house  or  other  building 
except  the  necessary  out  building  shall  be  erected 
or  placed  on  the  rear  of  said  lot. 

5.  No  building  which  may  be  erected  on  the 
said  lot  shall  be  less  than  three  stories  in  height 
exclusive  of  the  basement  and  attic,  nor  have 
exterior  walls  of  any  material  than  brick,  stone 
or  iron,  nor  be  used  or  occupied  for  any  other 
purpose  or  in  any  other  way  than  as  a  dwelling 
house  for  the  term  of  20  years  from  the  first  day 
of  April  1859. 

6.  A  brick  wall  shall  be  built  by  the  said 
grantee  along  the  line  of  the  rear  of  the  granted 
land  of  not  less  than  five  feet  above  the  grade  of 
said  passageway  as  the  same  shall  hereafter  be 
established"; 

Whereas,  The  City  of  Boston  by  deed  dated 
May  7,  1867,  and  recorded  with  Suffolk  Deeds, 
Book  899,  page  166,  conveyed  a  certain  parcel  of 
land  now  numbered  41  East  Newton  street, 
subject  to  certain  conditions  and  restrictions,  and 
whereas  the  conditions  and  restrictions  now  out- 
standing are  as  follows: 

"2.     The   front   line   of   the   building    which 

way  be  erected  on  the  said  lot,  shall  be  placed 

on  line  parallel  with,  and  not  less  than  ten  feet 

back  from  the  said  Newton  Street. 

3.  The  buildings  which  may  be  erected  on 
the  said  lot  shall  be  of  a  width  equal  to  tho 
width  of  the  front  of  said  lot. 

4.  No  dwelling  house  or  other  building  except 
the  necessary  out  building  shall  be  erected  or 
placed  on  the  rear  of  said  lot. 

5.  No  building  which  may  be  erected  on  the 
said  lot  shall  be  less  than  three  stories  in  height 
exclusive  of  the  basement  and  attic,  nor  have 
exterior  walls  of  any  material  than  brick,  stone 
or  iron,  nor  be  used  or  occupied  for  any  other 


purpose  or  in  any  other  way  than  as  a  dwelling 
house  for  the  term  of  20  years  from  the  first  day 
of  April  1859. 

6.  Tho  (grantee)  her  heirs  or  assigns  shall 
erect  and  maintain  a  brick  wall  along  the  rear  of 
the  premises  of  not  less  than  five  feet  in  height 
above  the  grade  of  the  said  passageway  as  the 
same  shall  hereafter  be  established  by  the  said 
City"; 

Whereas,  The  City  of  Boston  by  deed  dated 
April  10,  1862,  and  recorded  with  Suffolk  Deeds, 
Book  812,  page  5,  conveyed  a  certain  parcel 
of  land  now  numbered  43  East  Newton  street, 
subject  to  certain  conditions  and  restrictions, 
and  whereas  the  conditions  and  restrictions  now 
outstanding  are  as  follows: 

"2.     The  front  line  of  the  building  which  may 

be  erected  on  the  said  lot,  shall  be  placed  on 

line  parallel  with,   and    not    less  than  ten  feet 

back  from  the  said  Newton  Street. 

3.  The  .buildings  which  may  be  erected  on 
the  said  lot  shall  be  of  a  width  equal  to  the 
width  of  the  front  of  said  lot. 

4.  No  dwelling  house  or  other  building  except 
the  necessary  out  building  shall  be  erected  or 
placed  on  the  rear  of  said  lot. 

5.  No  building  which  may  be  erected  on  the 
said  lot  shall  be  less  than  three  stories  in  height 
exclusive  of  the  basement  and  attic,  nor  have 
exterior  walls  of  any  material  than  brick,  stone 
or  iron,  nor  be  used  or  occupied  for  any  other 
purpose  or  in  any  other  way  than  as  a  dwelling 
house  for  the  term  of  20  years  from  the  first  day 
of  April  1859. 

6.  A  brick  wall  shall  be  erected  along  the 
line  of  the  rear  of  the  said  lot,  not  less  than 
five  feet  above  the  grade  of  the  said  passage- 
way as  the  same  shall  be  established  by  the 
said  City"; 

Whereas,  The  City  of  Boston  by  a  deed  dated 
January  22,  1863,  and  recorded  with  Suffolk  Deeds, 
Book  822,  page  121,  conveyed  a  certain  parcel  of 
land  now  numbered  45  East  Newton  street,  sub- 
ject to  certain  conditions  and  restrictions,  and 
whereas  the  conditions  and  restrictions  now  out- 
standing are  as  follows: 

"2.     The   front   line    of    the   building    which 

may  be  erected  on  the  said  lot,  shall  be  placed 

on  line  parallel  with,  and  not  less  than  ten  feet 

back  from  the  said  Newton  Street. 

3.  The  buildings  which  may  be  erected  on 
the  said  lot  shall  be  of  a  width  equal  to  the  width 
of  the  front  of  said  lot. 

4.  No  dwelling  house  or  other  building  except 
the  necessary  out  building  shall  be  erected  or 
placed  on  the  rear  of  said  lot. 

5.  No  building  which  may  be  erected  on  the 
said  lot  shall  be  less  than  three  stories  in  height 
exclusive  of  the  basement  and  attic,  nor  have 
exterior  walls  of  any  material  than  brick,  stone 
or  iron,  nor  be  used  or  occupied  for  any  other 
purpose  or  in  any  other  way  than  as  a  dwelling 
house  for  the  term  of  20  years  from  the  first  day 
of  April  1859. 

6.  Said  (grantee)  her  heirs  or  assigns  shall 
erect  and  maintain  a  brick  wall  along  the  line 
of  the  rear  of  the  land  not  less  than  five  feet 
above  the  grade  of  said  passageway  as  the  same 
shall  be  established  by  said  City"; 

Whereas,  The  City  of  Boston  by  a  deed  dated 
June  24,  1862,  and  recorded  with  Suffolk  Deeds, 
Book  813,  page  253,  conveyed  a  certain  parcel  of 
land  numbered  47  East  Newton  street,  subject 
to  certain  conditions  and  restrictions,  and  whereas 
the  conditions  and  restrictions  now  outstanding 
are  as  follows: 

"2.     The  front  line  of  the  building  which  may 

be  erected  on  the  said  lot,  shall  be  placed  on  line 

parallel  with,  and  not  less  than  ten  feet  back 

from  the  said  Newton  Street. 

3.  The  buildings  which  may  be  erected  on 
the  said  lot  shall  be  of  a  width  equal  to  the 
width  of  the  front  of  said  lot. 

4.  No  dwelling  house  or  other  building 
except  the  necessary  out  building  shall  be  erected 
or  placed  on  the  rear  of  said  lot. 

5.  No  building  which  may  be  erected  on  the 
said  lot  shall  be  less  than  three  stories  in  height 
exclusive  of  the  basement  and  attic,  nor  have 
exterior  walls  of  any  material  than  brick,  stone 
or  iron,  nor  be  used  or  occupied  for  any  other 
purpose  or  in  any  other  way  than  as  a  dwelling 
house  for  the  term  of  20  years  from  the  first  day 
of  April  1859. 
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6.  A  brick  wall  not  less  than  five  feet  in 
height  above  the  grade  of  the  passageway  as 
aforesaid,  as  the  same  has  been  or  may  be  estab- 
lished by  the  said  City  shall  be  erected  and 
maintained  by  the  said  (grantee)  her  heirs  and 
assigns  along  the  line  of  the  rear  of  the  above- 
described  land"; 

Whereas,  The  City  of  Boston  by  a  deed  dated 
July  3,  1862,  and  recorded  with  Suffolk  Deeds, 
Book  814,  page  20,  conveyed  a  certain  parcel  of 
land  now  numbered  49  East  Newton  street,  sub- 
ject to  certain  conditions  and  restrictions,  and 
whereas  the  conditions  and  restrictions  now  out- 
standing are  as  follows: 

"2.  The  front  line  of  the  building  which 
may  be  erected  on  the  said  lot,  shall  be  placed 
on  line  parallel  with,  and  not  less  than  ten.  feet 
back  from  the  said  Newton  Street. 

3.  The  buildings  which  may  be  erected  on 
the  said  lot  shall  be  of  a  width  equal  to  the 
width  of  the  front  of  said  lot. 

4.  No  dwelling  house  or  other  building  except 
the  necessary  out  building  shall  be  erected  or 
placed  on  the  rear  of  said  lot. 

5.  No  building  which  may  be  erected  on  the 
said  lot  shall  be  less  than  three  stories  in  height 
exclusive  of  the  basement  and  attic,  nor  have 
exterior  walls  of  any  material  than  brick,  stone 
or  iron,  nor  be  used  or  occupied  for  any  other 
purpose  or  in  any  other  way  than  as  a  dwelling 
house  for  the  term  of  20  years  from  the  first  dav 
of  April   1859. 

6.  The  said  (grantee)  shall  erect  a  brick 
wall  along  the  line  of  the  rear  of  the  above- 
described  land  of  not  less  than  five  feet  above  the 
grade  of  the  said  passageway  as  the  same  shall 
be  hereafter  established  by  the  said  City";  and 

Whereas,  Boston  College  High  School,  a  Massa- 
chusetts corporation,  is  the  present  owner  of  all 
the  parcels  of  land  within  the  bounds  of  Harrison 
avenue,  East  Concord  street,  James  street  and 
East  Newton  street,  subject  to  the  aforesaid  con- 
ditions and  restrictions,  and  is  desirous  of  using 
the  said  parcels  of  land  for  the  erection  of  a  new 
high  school  and  a  new  rectory;  now,  therefore,  it 
is  hereby 

Ordered,  That  his  Honor  the  Ma,vor  of  the  City 
of  Boston  be,  and  he  hereby  is,  authorized  in  the 
name  and  behalf  of  the  City  of  Boston,  by  an 
instrument  in  writing  satisfactory  in  form  to  the 
Law  Department  of  the  City  of  Boston,  to  release 
unto  Boston  College  High  School  upon  the  con- 
sideration of  one  dollar  to  be  paid  to  the  City  of 
Boston,  in  so  far  as  the  City  of  Boston  legally  can, 
the  aforesaid  parcels  of  land  from  the  aforesaid 
conditions  and  restrictions  without  prejudice  to 
the  legal  or  equitable  rights  of  others. 

Coun.  HANNON — I  am  going  to  move  at  this 
time  that  the  rule  be  suspended  so  that  this  matter 
may  take  one  reading  today.  In  order  to  be 
adopted  by  our  Honorable  Body,  it  must  have  two 
separate  readings.  This  is  done  to  expedite 
matters  on  behalf  of  the  Boston  College  High 
School.  I  think  all  the  restrictions  contained 
in  there  are  relative  to  the  setbacks  of  the  property 
from  the  sidewalk  line.  We  did  this  many  times 
in  the  past  in  the  erection  of  the  Massachusetts 
Memorial  Hospital  and  other  buildings  up  there. 
By  giving  this  order  one  reading  today  and  re- 
ferring it  to  the  Committee  on  Public  Lands,  we 
would  still  have  a  hearing  on  it  and  still  have  a 
final  report  two  weeks  from  today.  By  our 
courtesy  we  will  permit  the  Jesuit  Fathers  to  go  ■ 
ahead  with  the  formulation  of  plans  and  take  the 
first  steps  toward  the  erection  of  the  building. 

President  KELLY — The  question  is  on  sus- 
pension of  the  rules  and  giving  the  order  its  first 
reading  today. 

Coun.  BAYLEY— What  is  the  order? 

President  KELLY — To  release  the  restrictions 
on  Harrison  avenue  in  regard  to  building  the 
Boston  College  High  School. 

The  order  was  passed  under  suspension  of  the 
rule,  yeas  18,  nays  0: 

Yeas — Coun.  Bayley,  Bryan,  Cantwell,  Carey, 
Chase,  Coffey,  Cook,  Hannon,  Keenan,  Kelly, 
Kinsella,  Lane,  Linehan,  Moriarty,  Muehnick, 
Russo,  Scannell,  Sullivan — 18. 

Nays — 0. 


SPOTLIGHT  AT  MISSION   CHURCH, 
^WARD    10. 
The  following  was  received: 

City  of  Boston, 
Office  of  the  Mayor,  May  4,  194G. 
To  the  City  Council. 

Gentlemen, — I  transmit  herewith  communica- 
tion from  the  Boston  Traffic  Commission  in 
reference  to  your  Council  order  of  April  22,  1946, 
relative  to  installing  a  spotlight  in  front  of  the 
Mission  Church  in  Ward  10. 

Respectfully, 
James  M.  Curley,  Mayor. 

City  of  Boston, 
Traffic  Commission,  May  3,  1946. 
Hon.  James  M.  Curley, 

Mayor  of  Boston. 

Dear  Mr.  Mayor, — This  is  in  reply  to  Council 
order  dated  April  22,  1946,  which  reads  as  follows: 

Ordered,  That  the  Traffic  Commissioner  be 
requested,  through  his  Honor  the  Mayor,  to 
install  a  spotlight  in  front  of  the  Mission  Church  in 
Ward  10. 

The  following  is  the  report  of  our  engineer: 
"The  reason  for  this  request  is  in  order  to  provide 
protection  for  police  officers  who  control  traffic 
in  the  area  in  Tremont  street  in  front  of  the  Mission 
Church  on  Wednesday  evenings  during  special 
services  in  the  church.  These  services  attract 
large  throngs  of  people  and  many  Boston  Elevated 
buses  are  required  to  transport  them.  Many 
hundreds  of  passenger  ears  are  also  used  by 
worshippers.  In  addition,  there  is  the  normal 
traffic  passing  through  Tremont  street.  All  of 
these  factors  combine  to  create  serious  congestion 
which  is  very  well  controlled,  however,  by  the 
police. 

Our  engineers  discussed  this  request  at  the  scene 
on  May  1  with  Reverend  Father  Frawley,  Rector 
of  the  Church.  He  suggested  that  the  engineers 
view  conditions  Wednesday  evening.  As  a  result, 
the  engineers  visited  the  area  on  the  evening  of 
May  1  and  studied  conditions  for  more  than  an 
hour.  They  also  discussed  conditions  with  the 
police  officers  assigned  to  control  the  traffic.  It 
was  noted  that  police  supervision  of  the  traffic 
required  the  officers  to  continually  move  about 
rather  than  to  operate  at  a  fixed  location. 

The  engineers  believe,  therefore,  that  a  spot- 
light, with  its  rays  concentrated  on  one  spot, 
would  not  assist  in  lessening  the  hazard  to  the 
police  officer  but  might,  perhaps,  increase  this 
hazard. 

Most  of  the  area  in  front  of  the  church  is  well- 
illuminated  by  a  series  of  street  lights.  One  section, 
however,  is  dark  and  the  police  officers  stated  that 
they  were  fearful  of  standing  in  this  portion  of 
Tremont  street  because  of  the  darkness. 

The  conclusion  of  the  engineers  is  that  the 
erection  of  two  street  lamps  would  solve  the 
problem  with  which  the  Council  order  is  con- 
cerned." 

Respectfully  yours, 
William  P.  Hickey,  Commissioner. 

Placed  on  file. 


"STOP"    SIGNS    ON    ST.     ALPHONSUS 

STREET,    WARD    10. 
The  following  was  received: 

City  of  Boston, 
Office  of  the  Mayor,  May  4,  1946. 
To  the  City  Council. 

Gentlemen, — I  transmit  herewith  communica- 
tion from  the  Boston  Traffic  Commission  in 
reference  to  your  Council  order  of  April  22,  1946, 
relative  to  installing  "  Stop"  signs  on  St.  Alphonsus 
street,  at  both  approaches  to  the  intersection  of 
Smith  street  in  Ward  10. 

Respectfully, 
James  M.  Curley,  Mayor. 

City  of  Boston, 
Traffic  Commission,  May  3,  1946. 
Hon.  James  M.  Curley, 

Mayor  of  Boston. 
Dear  Mr.  Mayor, — This  is  in  reply  to  Council 
order  dated  April  22,  1946,  which  reads  as  follows: 
Ordered,  That  the  Traffic  Commissioner  be 
requested,  through  his  Honor  the  Mayor,  to 
install  "Stop"  signs  on  St.  Alphonsus  street, 
at  both  approaches  to  the  intersection  of  Smith 
street  in  Ward  10. 
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CITY     COUNCIL. 


St.    Alplnmsus   street    is   a   through   cross-town 
street.     Ii    is    not    considered    feasible   to   install 
Slop"  si^ns  :>t  an  intermediate'  point  in  a  street 
carrying  iliis  type  of  traffic. 

Furthermore,  our  experience  and  actual  traffic 
studies  show  that  not  more  than  30  per  cent  of 
motorists  observe  "Stop"  signs.  We  believe  that 
a  much  lesser  percentage  would  respond  to  "Stop" 
signs  at  this  location. 

The  installation  of  these  signs  by  this  com- 
mission is  subject  to  approval  of  the  State  Depart- 
ment of  Public  Works,  and  they  have  an  established 
set  of  traffic  conditions  which  must  be  met  in 
order  to  warrant  its  approval.  These  conditions 
do  not  obtain  at  this  intersection. 

For  the  above  reasons  we  do  not  believe  that 
any  action  should  be  taken  on  this  Council  order. 
Very  truly  yours, 
William  P.  Hickey,  Commissioner. 

Placed  on  file. 


RESURFACING  CERTAIN  WARD  13 

STREETS. 
The  following  was  received:     . 

City  of  Boston, 
Office  of  the  Mayor,  May  4,  1040. 
To  the  City  Council. 

Gentlemen, — I  transmit  herewith  communication 
from  the  Public  Works  Department,  in  reference 
to  your  Council  order  of  April  8,  1940,  in  relation 
to  resurfacing  the  streets  in  the"  vicinity  of  St. 
Margaret's  Hospital,  Ward  13,  Dorchester. 
Respectfully, 
James  M.  Curley,  Mayor. 

City  of  Boston, 
Public  Works  Department,  May  1,  1940. 
To  J.  Joseph  Connors,  Chief  Clerk,  Mayor's  Office. 
From    Robert   P.    Curley,    Commissioner,   Public 

Works  Department. 
Subject:  Windermere     Road,     Cushing     Avenue, 
Sawyer  Avenue,  Peverell  Street,  Rowell  Street, 
Salcombe  Street. 
I  return  herewith  order  in  City   Council  that 
the  Commissioner  of  Public  Works  resurface  the 
following-named  streets  in  Ward  13,  Windermere 
road,    Cushing   avenue,   Sawyer   avenue,   Peverell 
street,  Rowell  street,  Salcombe  street,  and  this  will 
advise  you  that  these  streets  will  be  put  on  a  list 
of  streets  to  be  given  consideration  for  construction 
this  year. 

Robert  P.  Curley, 
Commissioner  of  Public  Works. 
Placed  on  file,. 


PETITIONS   REFERRED. 

The  following  petitions  were  received  and 
referred  to  the  committees  named,  viz.: 

Claims. 

Feme  A.  Berger,  for  compensation  for  injuries 
caused  by  an  alleged  defect  in  Winter  place. 

Robert  S.  Burgoyne,  for  compensation  for 
damage  to  car  and  injuries  caused  by  Ladder 
Truck  5. 

Elizabeth  M.  Daley,  for  compensation  for  injuries 
caused  by  an  alleged  defect  at  Washington  and 
Avery  streets. 

Mary  G.  DeCola,  for  compensation  for  damage 
to  property  at  34  Lindall  street,  caused  by 
defective  sewer. 

Mary  Gleason,  for  compensation  for  injuries 
caused  by  fire  apparatus. 

Dorothy  Hallisey,  for  compensation  for  injuries 
caused  by  fire  apparatus. 

Eva  G.  LeCain,  for  compensation  for  injuries 
caused  by  an  alleged  defect  in  Haymarket  square. 

Isabelle  Lynch,  for  compensation  for  injuries 
caused  by  an  alleged  defect  at  Scotia  and  St. 
Cecilia  streets. 

Helena  M.  Mandosa,  for  compensation  for 
injuries  caused  by  an  alleged  defect  at  Church 
and  Stuart  streets. 

Frederick  J.  Milliken,  for  compensation  for 
damage  to  car  caused  by  an  alleged  defect  in 
Hancock  street. 

Francis  J.  O'Brien,  for  compensation  for  damage 
to  car  caused  by  an  alleged  defect  at  592  Columbus 
avenue. 

James  R.  O'Brien,  for  compensation  for  damage 
to  CM  and  injuries  caused  by  fire  apparatus. 


Mary  M.  O'Brien,  for  compensation  for  injuries 
caused  by  fire  apparatus. 

Lynde  C.  Partridge,  to  be  reimbursed  as  result 
of  accident  which  occurred  while  in  performance  of 
duty. 

Maude  Payette,  for  compensation  for  injuries 
caused  by  an  alleged  defect  at  Washington  street, 
Roslindale. 

Patrick  J.  Ryan,  to  be  reimbursed  as  result  of 
accident  which  occurred  while  in  performance  of 
duty. 

Thomas  W.  Savage,  to  be  reimbursed  as  result 
of  accident  which  occurred  while  in  performance 
of  duty. 

Francis  R.  Wiley,  to  be  reimbursed  for  loss  of 
suit  of  clothes  while  making  arrest. 

Armstrong  Cork  Company,  for  compensation  for 
damage  to  car  caused  by  fire  apparatus. 

Julius  Whitten,  for  compensation  for  damage 
to  car  by  fire  apparatus. 

Committee  on  Licenses. 

Petition  of  Boston  Elevated  Railway  Company 
for  license  to  operate  motor  vehicles  over  Beacham 
street,  Charlestown,  between  busway  leading  from 
Sullivan  Square  Terminal  and  Main  street. 

Petition  of  Eastern  Massachusetts  Street  Rail- 
way Company  for  license  to  operate  motor  vehicles 
on  Mystic  avenue,  between  Somerville-Boston 
boundary  line  and  Main  street,  on  Main  street, 
between  Mystic  avenue  and  Beacham  street,  on 
Beacham  street,  between  Main  street  and  the 
Boston  Elevated  Terminal. 


PERMITS   FOR   CHILDREN. 

Petitions  for  children  under  fifteen  years  of  age 
to  appear  at  places  of  public  amusement  were 
received  as  follows: 

Tributary  Children's  Theatre,  New  England 
Mutual  Hall,  May  11  and  25,  June  1. 

Boston  Music  School,  Inc.,  George  W.  Brown 
Hall,  May  19. 

Jean  Paige,  Jordan  Hall,  May  27. 

Kay  A.  McDermott,  Jordan  Hall,  June  4. 

Edith  M.  Leavis,  Jordan  Hall,  June  20. 

Permits  granted  under  usual  conditions. 


APPROVAL  OF  CONSTABLES'  BONDS. 

The  constables'  bonds  of  the  following,  having 
been  approved  by  the  City  Treasurer,  were  sub- 
mitted and  approved  by  the  Council,  viz.: 

Henry  Atwood,  Samuel  C.  Baker,  Thomas  F. 
Brett,  John  M.  Crawford,  Sidney  Cohen,  Meyer 
Goldstein,  Samuel  Goldkrand,  Abraham  M. 
Hecht,  Bronis  Kontrim,  Nathan  Kravitsky, 
Mark  H.  Krafsur,  Frank  A.  Mitchell,  Henry  G. 
Dahlquist,  Henry  J.  Gurl,  Maurice  Levine,  Nor- 
man M.  Menzies,  Jr.,  Louis  H.  Oppenheim, 
Philip  S.  Phillips,  William  T.  Ross,  Clifford  L. 
Smith,  Paolo  Stancato,  Frank  Shaw,  Jacob  E. 
Schrank,  Joseph  L.  Shurtleff,  William  Tatel,  Joseph 
Todisco,  Roman  J.  Vasil. 

Severally  placed  on  file. 


HEARING   BEFORE   DEPARTMENT   OF 
PUBLIC   UTILITIES. 

Notice  was  received  from  the  Department  of 
Public  Utilities  of  hearing  to  be  held  on  May  13 
at  10.30  a.  m.  on  petition  of  Boston  Elevated  Rail- 
way Company  for  use  of  portion  of  South  Station 
Under. 

Placed  on  file. 


APPOINTMENTS   BY   THE   MAYOR. 

Notices  were  received  from  the  Mayor  of  the 
following  appointments: 

Irving  Lewis,  32  Linwood  street,  Roxbury, 
member  of  Board  of  Real  Estate  Commissioners, 
for  term  ending  April  30,  1949. 

John  J.  Callahan,  33  Moraine  street,  Jamaica 
Plain,  Overseer  of  Public  Welfare,  for  term  ending 
April  30,  1949. 

George  R.  McNeil,  92  Greaton  road,  West 
Roxbury,  member  of  Board  of  Examiners,  for 
term  ending  April  30,  1949. 
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Lawrence  W.  Costello,  29  Hancock  street,  Dor- 
chester, Chairman  of  Statistics  Department,  for 
term  ending  April  30,  1951. 

Margaret  J.  Gookin,  356  Seaver  street,  Dor- 
chester, Overseer  of  Public  Welfare,  for  term 
ending  April  30,  1949. 

Louis  P.  Leonard,  391  Hanover  street,  Boston, 
Overseer  of  Public  Welfare,  for  term  ending 
April  30,  1949. 

Francis  B.  Masterson,  62  Boylston  street, 
Boston,  Trustee  of  Boston  Public  Library,  for 
term  ending  April  30,  1951,  vice  John  L.  Hall, 
term  expired. 

Malcolm  E.  Nichols,  756  Centre  street,  Jamaica 
Plain,  Transit  Commissioner,  for  term  ending 
April  30,  1949. 

Frank  W.  Baldwin,  19  Myles  Standish  road, 
West  Roxbury,  member  of  Board  of  Zoning 
Adjustment,  for  term  ending  April  30,  1951. 

Severally  placed  on  file. 


APPOINTMENT  OF  WILLARD  F.  O'BRIEN. 

Notice  was  received  from  the  Sealer  of  Weights 
and  Measures  of  appointment  of  Willard  F.  O'Brien, 
5  Orchard  street,  Jamaica  Plain,  as  Deputy  Sealer 
of  Weights  and  Measures,  effective  as  of  February 
2,  1946. 

Placed  on  file. 


APPOINTMENT  OF  JOSEPH  A.   CAHALAN. 

Two  notices  were  received  from  the  Health  Com- 
missioner of  appointment  of  Joseph  A.  Cahalan, 
of  549  West  Park  street,  Dorchester,  to  position  of 
deputy  commissioner,  Division  of  Housing  and 
Sanitation,  at  $4,500  a  year  plus  $200  E.  C.  A. 
(for  six  months). 

Coun.  SCANNELL— I  would  like  to  have  that 
communication  referred  to  the  Executive  Com- 
mittee or  laid  on  the  table  for  a  week. 

President  KELLY — The  question  comes  on 
referring  the  matter  to  the  Executive  Committee. 
It  is  a  vote  and  so  ordered. 

The  appointment  was  referred  to  the  Executive 
Committee. 


LOAN   FOR   PUBLIC   WELFARE   AND 
SOLDIERS'   BENEFITS. 

President  KELLY  called  up  No.  2  on  the 
calendar,  under  unfinished  business,  viz.: 

2.  Order  for  loan  of  $2,900,000  for  public  wel- 
fare and  soldiers'  benefits.    • 

On  April  29,  1946,  the  said  order  was  read  once 
and  passed,  yeas  nineteen,  nays  none. 

President  KELLY — The  question  comes  on 
giving  the  order  its  second  reading  and  passage. 
The  clerk  will  call  the  roll. 

The  order  was  given  its  second  reading  and 
passage,  yeas  19,  nays  0: 

Yeas — Coun.  Bayley,  Bryan,  Cantwell,  Carey, 
Chase,  Coffey,  Cook,  Hannon,  Keenan,  Kelly, 
Kinsella,  Lane,  Linehan,  Madden,  Moriarty, 
Muchnick,  Russo,  Scannell,  Sullivan — 19. 

Nays— 0.   ' 


REPORT     OF     COMMITTEE     ON     PARKS 
AND   PLAYGROUNDS. 

Coun.  BAYLEY,  for  the  Committee  on  Parks 
and  Playgrounds,  submitted  the  following: 

Report  on  message  of  Mayor  and  communica- 
tion from  Park  Commissioner  (referred  April  22) 
re  order  requesting  vacant  land  on  Carson  street, 
Dorchester,  transferred  to  Park  Department,  be 
laid  out  for  playground  purposes — recommending 
that  same  be  placed  on  file. 

Report  accepted;  said  communication  placed 
on  file. 


RELETTERING   OF   SIGNS   IN   HONOR   OF 
DECEASED   VETERANS,  ETC. 

Coun.  KINSELLA  offered  the  following: 
•Ordered,  That  his  Honor  the  Mayor  be  re- 
quested to  instruct  the  Park  Commission  to 
proceed  at  once  to  the  relettering  of  signs  erected 
throughout  the  city  on  parks  and  playgrounds  in 
memory  of  deceased  veterans;   and  be  it  further 


Ordered,  That  his  Honor  the  Mayor  be  re- 
quested to  instruct  the  Park  Commission  to 
relocate  the  sign  identifying  the  Ryan  Field  in 
Charlestown  from  its  present  location  to  a  location 
at  the  Main  Street  principal  entrance  to  the  Ryan 
Field. 

Ordered,  That  his  Honor  the  Mayor  be  re- 
quested to  instruct  the  Board  of  Street  Commis- 
sioners to  proceed  at  once  to  reletter  all  signs  that 
have  been  placed  on  the  public  ways  in  honor  of 
deceased  veterans. 

Coun.  KINSELLA— Briefly,  Mr.  President, 
this  is  an  annual  custom  of  relettering  those  signs 
erected  for  deceased  veterans.  It  seems  to  me, 
as  briefly  as  I  can  state,  the  general  public  is  guilty 
of  mass  ingratitude  when  it  comes  to  apprising 
properly  the  war  effort  of  our  younger  generation. 
I  do  not  know  that  communities  ought  to  be  guilty 
of  that.  They  have  facilities  for  keeping  those 
signs  in  good  repair.  The  dilapidated  run-down 
condition  of  so  many  of  those  signs  is  a  disgrace 
to  the  Cify  of  Boston  and  to  the  memory  of  the 
boys  and  men  whom  more  or  less  they  are  supposed 
to  perpetuate.  The  least  they  can  do  is  reletter 
the  signs  annually  without  the  formality  and  with- 
out the  spur  of  a  Council  order.  I  hope  these  two 
orders  pass  at  the  meeting. 

The  orders  were  severally  passed. 


TEMPORARY  CHAIRMAN  OF  EXECUTIVE 
COMMITTEE. 

President  KELLY — At  this  time  the  Chair  will 
appoint  Councilor  McCormack  as  temporary 
chairman  of  the  Executive  Session. 


SKELETON   FORCE   ON   SATURDAYS. 

Coun.  KINSELLA  offered  the  following: 

Ordered,  That  his  Honor  the  Mayor  be  re- 
quested to  establish  the  skeleton  force,  so  called, 
for  Saturdays  in  all  city  departments  where 
possible. 

Coun.  KINSELLA — In  the  last  week  probably 
200  different  city  employees  with  whom  I  am 
acquainted  asked  that  this  order  be  filed.  I  do 
hope  the  Mayor  will  make  provision  with  the 
department  heads  so  that  wherever  possible  the 
old  custom  of  the  skeleton  force  on  Saturdays  may 
be  re-established.  In  the  departments  where 
this  cannot  be  done  conveniently  it  may  be  said 
the  order  cannot  be  expected  to  apply.  In  all 
departments  where  it  can  be  done  reasonably,  the 
Council  through  this  order  respectfully  requests  it. 

The  order  was  passed  under  suspension  of  the 
rule. 


MUNICIPAL  BUILDING,  BILLINGS  FIELD, 
WARD   20. 

Coun.  BRYAN  offered  the  following: 
Ordered,  That  the  Park  Commission  be  re- 
quested, through  his  Honor  the  Mayor,  to  con- 
struct a  municipal  building  on  Billings  Field, 
Ward  20,  the  funds  to  be  made  available  from  the 
Parkman  Fund. 

Referred  to  the  Committee  on  Parkman  Fund. 


ACCEPTANCE     OF     ANSONIA     ROAD, 
WARD   20. 

Coun.  BRYAN  offered  the  following: 
Ordered,  That  the  Board  of  Street  Commissioners 
be    requested,    through    his    Honor    the    Mayor, 
to  accept  and  lay  out  Ansonia  road,  Ward  20,  as  a 
public  highway. 

Passed  under  suspension  of  the  rule. 


LIGHTS  ON  FALLON  FIELD,  WARD  20. 

Coun.  BRYAN  offered  the  following: 
Ordered,  That  the  Park  Commission  be 
requested,  through  his  Honor  the  Mayor,  to 
install  lights  on  Fallon  Field,  Ward  20,  along 
th^  walk  between  Belgrade  avenue  and  Robert 
street. 

Passed  under  suspension  of  the  rule. 


CITY     COUNCIL. 


RESURFACING    OF    PENDER    STREET, 
WARD   20. 

Court  BRT!  \N  offered  the  following: 
Ordered,    That     the    Commissioner    of    Public 
Works  be  requested,  through  liis  Sonor  the  Mayor, 
to  resurface  Pender  street,  Ward  20,  which  is  in  a 
very  dangerous  condition. 
Passed  under  suspension  of  the  rule. 


AWARDING   OF   CONTRACTS 
UNDER   $1,000. 

Conn.  Rl'SSO  olTcrctl  the  following: 
Ordered,  That  the  Commissioner  of  Public 
Works  be  requested,  through  his  Honor  the  Mayor, 
noi  to  award  contracts  under  one  thousand  dollars 
without  bids  when  several  of  these  contracts  could 
be  united  into  one  contract  and  thus  give  con- 
tractors the  privilege  of  entering  into  competitive 
bidding. 

Conn.    RUSSO — Mr.   President,   at  the  present 
time   Ins   Honor  the  Mayor  has  the  privilege  of 
awarding    contracts    of    $1,000    or    less    without. 
any   competitive  bidding.     Of  course,   you  and   I 
know   that   is   the   only   way  to   take  care  of  his 
pels.     We    must    realize    that    this    practice    will 
be    a    practice    which    will    hinder    the    financial 
structure   of   our   city   because   it   does   not   give 
all    contractors    an    opportunity    to    bid    on    con- 
tracts,   whereby    the   city    may   be   able   to   save 
some   money,    thus    helping   the   treasury   of   our 
city.     I  have  been  told  by  pretty  good  authority 
that  there  are  various  contracts  of  similar  nature 
which  have  been  given  out  to  these  so-called  pet 
contractors  of  his  Honor  the  Mayor  amounting  to 
approximately    $150,000.     I    am    wondering,    Mr. 
President,   if  the  Mayor  is  sincere  when  he  says 
that   he   wants   to   save   money    for   the    City    of 
Boston    because   the   tax    rate   this   year   will   go 
sky    high.     I    am    wondering    if    these    contracts 
that  are  given   out  without  any   bids  and,   mind 
you,   they  are  similar  in  nature — for  instance,   if 
they  are  going   to   patch   a  street   and   the   work 
amounts  to  $999.99,  it  is  awarded  to  a  contractor 
without    any    bidding.     At    the    same    time,    the 
same     contractor     receives     various     other     con- 
tracts   amounting    to    several    thousand    dollars. 
This   deprives   the    City    of    Boston   of   a   proper 
'  saving  by  giving  these  contracts  by  competitive 
bidding.     I    say    that    this    ought    to    be    looked 
into.     This    practice    ought    to    be    stopped    at 
once.     You   and   I  realize  that  only   a  week  ago 
the  Council  voted  to  give  the  Mayor  a  free  hand 
in    order    to    spend    several    hundred    thousand 
dollars  when  we  passed  those  loans,  in  particular, 
the  loan   on  the  construction  and   resurfacing  of 
the  various  streets  of  our  city.     Why  can't  that 
practice  be  stopped?     I  say  that  the  Mayor  of 
the   City   of  Boston  should   not  take  advantage 
of  the  money  of  the  people  of  the  city  when  he 
gives    contracts    to    individuals     whom    he    sees 
fit,    without    any    competitive    bidding.     Is    that 
the    proper    functioning    of    the    city?     I    say    it 
is  high  time,  Mr.  President,  that  this  administra- 
tion or  any  administration  should  adhere  to  the 
proper  functioning  of  the  city,  in  order  to  save 
money  for  the  citizens  of  Boston,   to  reduce  our 
tax  rate  and  to  see  that  the  money  is  spent  wisely. 
The    repair    work    being    done    should    not    be    a 
patched  up  job  so  that  within  a  few  months  they 
are  called   upon   again  to  do  the  same  work.     I 
would  like  to  find  out  why  this  practice  is  used, 
and  why  it  has  been  allowed  to  be  used.     Why 
can't    these    contracts    be    combined    so    that    we 
will    arrive   at   a   figure   of   over   $1,000.     It,   will 
give  an   opportunity  to   every  contractor  to  bid. 
When    we    go    on    competitive    bidding,    then    I 
Bay   that   we  would  receive  the  lowest  bid   which 
means    a    tremendous    saving    during    a    term    of 
one  year,   two  years,  three  years,   or  four  years 
during    an    administration    of    our    city.     I    say 
that,    the    proper   persons    should    immediately    in- 
•    tigate  to  find  out  if  these  contracts  have  been 

fiven  out  without  any  bids  when  similar  in  nature, 
f  it  has,  I  say  it  ought  to  be  brought  to  a  halt 
immediately  for  the  best  interest  of  the  service 
we  arc  supposed  to  give  to  the  people  of  the  City 
of  Boston.  I  hope,  Mr.  Chairman,  that  the 
ordei  will  pass  under  suspension  of  the  rule. 

Coun.  LINEHAN — I  have  a  similar  order  to 
Counciloi  Ftusso's.  \t  t  hi.-,  time  I  think  it  would 
be  appropriate   to  speak   on   this.     My  order  re- 

thi   i  omi nei  oi  Public  Woi  ks  and  t  be 

uperintendenl   ol   Supplic     be  requested,  through 


his  Honor  the  Mayor,  to  appear  before  the  Boston 
City  Council  to  furnish  more  detailed  information 
in  regard  to  the  dispensing  with  bids  on  the  recent 
bituminous  type  pavement  repair  contract  given 
to  the  Central  Construction  Company  of  Boston; 
also  information  pertaining  to  other  contracts  for 
more   than   $1,000   which   were   awarded   without 
advertising.     I    realize   his  Honor   the    Mayor   is 
within  the  law.     The  charter  gives  him  the  right 
under    section    30    to    dispense    with    advertising. 
"Such    advertisements   shall   state   the   time   and 
place  for  opening  the  proposals  in  answer  to  said 
advertisement,  and  shall  reserve  the  right  to  the 
officer,  board  or  official  to  reject  any  or  all  pro- 
posals.    No    authority    to    dispense    with    adver- 
tising shall  be  given  by  the  Mayor  unless  the  said 
officer,    board    or    official    furnishes    him    with    a 
signed  statement  which  shall  be  published  in  the 
City   Record  giving  in   detail  the  reasons  for   not 
inviting    bids    by    advertisement."     Once    again 
we  come  to  the  famous  City  Record.     The  Com- 
missioner   of    Public    Works    complies    with    the 
law.     He  sent  a  letter  to  the  Hon.  James  M.  Curley 
on   April   4,    1946.     "The   condition   of   the   bitu- 
minous type  of  pavement  is  such,   following  the 
storms  of  the  past  winter,  that  I  feel  immediate 
steps  should  be  taken  to  make  such  repairs  as  are 
necessary.     After    careful    study    of    the     nature 
of  the  work  involved,  it  is  my  considerate  judg- 
ment that  the  unit  prices  quoted  by  the  Central 
Construction  Company  are  the  lowest  that  can  be 
obtained.     The    Central    Construction    Company 
has  done  this  work  for  a  great  number  of  years, 
and     their     work     has     been     very     satisfactory. 
Furthermore,    this    firm    has    the    only    plant    in 
Boston    properly    equipped    to    manufacture    and 
supply  the  material  to  be  used  on  this  work,  thus 
insuring  complete  performance.     I   firmly  believe 
that  the  best  interests  of  the  city  will  be  served 
by   awarding   the   contract   to   the   Central   Con- 
struction Company.     In  view  of  the  necessity  of 
starting    this    repair    work    as    soon    as    possible, 
I    respectfully    request    the    permission    of    your 
Honor  to  dispense  with  the  requirement  of  publicly 
advertising  for  bids  and  to  award  a  contract  to  the 
Central  Construction  Company  of  228  Southamp- 
ton street,   Boston,   for  repairing  the  bituminous 
pavements  upon  which  the  maintenance  guaranty 
has  expired,  in  all  sections  of  the  city,  at  an  esti- 
mated cost  of  $124,960."     His  Honor  the  Mayor 
and    the    Commissioner    of    Public    Works    have 
complied  with  the  law,  but  by  doing  so  are  they 
doing  right  by  the  city?     I  do  not  know.     I  do 
not  know  that  what  Robert  P.  Curley,  Commis- 
sioner of  Public  Works,  says  is  absolutely  a  fact. 
He  might  believe  it  is.  I  do  not  know.     I,  as  City 
Councilor,  would  like  to  know  if  the  dispensing  of 
the  requirement  of  law  for  advertising  was  a  good 
thing  in  this  instance.     I  suppose  it  would  take 
much  study  to  find  out  whether  or  not  the  city  is 
going  to  get  gypped  or  not.     It  certainly  does  not 
seem  to  me  the  city  would  lose  money  if  we  had 
bids    on   it.     Competition,    they   say,    is   the   life 
blood    of    trade.       Naturally,    when     you     have 
competition,  the  prices  go  down.     If  there  are  a 
dozen   contractors  bidding  for   this  job   of   patch 
paving,   or   whatever  it  is,   you   can   rest  assured 
the    contract    price    is    going    to    be    lower    than 
$124,960.     I  am  not  sure  that  no  other  contractor 
in  the  city  can  do  the  job.     If  there  is  no  other 
contractor  in  the  city   who   can  do  it,   naturally 
the  Commissioner  of  Public  Works  and  his  Honor 
the  Mayor  are  doing  the  right  thing.     But  that 
is  the   "if."     If  there  are  other  contractors  who 
would   be   bidding   for   this  job,   it   seems   to   me 
not  for  the  benefit  of  the  contractors  but  for  the 
benefit    of    the    taxpayers,    we    should    have    the 
bidding  open  to  the  public  and  open  to  all  con- 
tractors.    I   do   not   have  any  doubt  if  this  was 
adhered  to  in  this  case  the  chances  are  the  con- 
tract would  have  been  awarded  for  a  lot  less  or 
somewhat   less    than    $124,960.     Whenever   there 
is  a  contract  of  over  $1,000,  the  city  charter  says 
it  shall  be  advertised  in  the  City  Record  and  open 
to  public  bids  unless  dispensed  with  by  the  Mayor 
as  a  result  of  receiving  a  letter  from  some  depart- 
ment head  or  some  one  with  jurisdiction  over  a 
particular    project.     But    it    seems    to    me    once 
again  the  city  is  being  run  in  an  unbusinesslike 
way.     You  might  say  it  is  being  run  by  a  dema- 
gogue.    It    was    not    many    weeks    ago    we    were 
told    we    could    not    get    any     information    on 
personnel.     I    understand    now    we    are    going  -to 
get   it   some   time    today.     Now,    looking   at   the 
City  Record  of  May  4,   1940,  pages    531    to    535, 
there  are  fourteen  items  in  the  City  Record  of  that 
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date,  if  I  am  correct,  requesting  his  Honor  the 
Mayor  for  permission  not  to  advertise  for  bids 
in  the  usual  way.  The  contracts  are  all  over 
$1,000.  That  is  just  one  week.  We  do  not 
know  how  long  this  is  going  to  keep  up.  To  be 
honest  with  you,  it  has  been  going  on  since  the 
first  of  the  year.  Last  week  I  got  a  great  kick 
out  of  the  gentleman  from  Ward  14  (Coun.  Much- 
nick)  when  he  talked  about  how  all  these  contracts 
are  advertised  and  also  open  to  public  bidding. 
Well,  I  am'sorry  to  say  the  gentleman  from  Ward  14 
is  not  here  at  this  particular  time.  I  w-ould 
inform  him  to  read  the  City  Record  of  May  4,  1940. 
He  would  be  informed  he  was  misinformed  in  the 
City  Council  last  week.  I  do  not  know  whether 
the  Public  Works  Commissioner  will  come  before 
us  in  regard  to  this.  I  do  not  know  about  the 
Superintendent  of  Supplies  who  incidentally 
blamed  the  City  Council  for  delay  in  purchasing 
surplus  commodities  and  surplus  materials  from 
the  Federal  Government.  That  is  pretty  good. 
If  anything  goes  wrong,  they  blame  the  City 
Council.  I  hope  the  City  Council  read  that  little 
item  in  the  newspaper  where  the  Superintendent 
of  Supplies  said  the  City  Council  did  not  appro- 
priate the  money.  It  looks  as  if  the  adminis- 
tration is  going  to  blame  the  councilors  for  every- 
thing imaginable  that  is  bad.  I  also  get  a  kick 
out  of  the  commissioners  this  year  under  this 
administration  assailing  the  past  commissioners. 
They  are  the  best  that  ever  came  into  the  city. 
They  are  certainly  pretty  good  when  they  can 
send  these  requests  down  to  his  Honor  the  Mayor 
and  without  much  trouble  get  them  approved 
by  the  Mayor  for  no  bidding.  I  do  not  say  there 
is  anything  actually  wrong  going  on.  But  there 
is  a  chance,  and  while  there  is  a  chance  I  think 
we  members  of  the  City  Council  at  least  should 
get  up  and  record  themselves  against  such  tactics 
which  are  employed  by  the  present  administration. 
I  do  not  say  other  administrations  have  not  done 
the  same  thing.  We  are  living  today  and  serving 
today.  We  have  to  act  on  matters  that  confront 
the  Council  today.  It  is  easy  to  say  under  Ker- 
rigan they  did  this,  and  under  Tobin  they  did 
this,  and  under  John  F.  Fitzgerald  they  did  this. 
You  can  go  back  into  past  history.  Let  us  forget 
past  history  on  these  things.  We  are  serving  as 
City  Councilors.  I  say,  let  every  councilor 
go  on  record  today  without  dissent,  saying  we 
want  to  know  why  a  contract  calling  for  the 
expenditure  of  such  a  large  sum  of  money  as 
$124,960  for  a  contract  on  patch  paving  is  going 
without  a  bid.  I,  for  one,  am  getting  up  as  a 
City  Councilor  realizing  the  gentleman  who  has 
something  to  do  with  this  company  belongs  to 
the  same  golf  club  I  belong  to.  It  makes  no 
difference  to  me.  If  this  thing  comes  in  with  my 
best  friend  in  the  contracting  company,  I  am  going 
to  get  up  and  talk.  I  think  we  are  negligent  in 
the  City  Council-  if  we  do  not.  In  conclusion,  I 
sincerely  hope  this  order  is  passed.  I  hope  the 
councilor  from  Ward  3  (Coun.  Russo)  has  his 
order  also  passed  as  well  as  my  order.  I  read  a 
short  while  ago  the  order  to  you,  and  I  will  file  it 
when  my  turn  comes. 

President  KELLY — Your  order  will  have  to  be 
submitted  later.  The  question  is  on  suspension 
of  the  rules  and  the  passage  of  Councilor  Russo's 
order. 

.  Coun.  RUSSO — Of  course,  I  agree  with  the 
councilor  from  Ward  7  (Coun.  Linehan).  I  also 
realize  the  various  heads  of  departments  are  ap- 
pointed by  his  Honor  the  Mayor.  We  must 
realize  that  when  the  master  speaks,  then  they  all 
have  to  jump.  Otherwise,  their  heads  come  off. 
Therefore,  it  is  not  surprising  that  we  have  awarded* 
a  contract  without  any  bidding.  A  contract  for 
$120,000.  Mind  you,  Mr.  President,  I  am  also 
informed  that  various  property  owners,  in  con- 
junction with  this  contract,  must  also  add  a  certain 
share  which  will  bring  the  total  to  over  a  quarter 
of  a  million  dollars.  Isn't  that  a  nice  plum, 
Mr.  Chairman?  You  know  and  I  know  who  is 
behind  the  Central  Construction  Company.  You 
and  I  must  realize  that  he  did  not  give  peanuts  in 
this  last  campaign.  I  do  not  say  that  this  is 
dishonest.  I  say  they  have  to  make  money  which 
is  honest  when  they  are  giving  competitive  bidding. 
There  is  no  question,  Mr.  President,  that  there 
are  other  contractors  throughout  the  City  of 
Boston  that  can  do  the  same  kind  of  work  as  the 
Central  Construction  Company.  Sometimes  I 
wonder  if  I  would  not  be  better  off  if  I  were  a 
contractor.  But,  Mr.  President,  this  is  a  serious 
situation.     Unless   something   is   done,   and   done 


right  now,  the  people  of  the  City  of  Boston  are 
going  to  spend  a  tremendous  amount  of  money 
which  they  will  not  receive  their  full  dollar  value  on. 
It  is  claimed  if  they  eliminate  small  contracts  under 
$1,000  that  it  will  hurt  the  small  contractor  because 
he  cannot  bid  on  the  high  contracts.  Well, 
then,  I  say,  let  us  make  them  $100,  $1,000,  $2,000 
$5,000,  $10,000,  $25,000,  $50,000  or  $150,000  and 
break  them  up  in  series.  We  will  have  the  proper 
bid.  I  am  sure  that  the  City  of  Boston  will 
receive  the  best  work  they  can  get.  How  are  we 
going  to  reduce  our  tax  rate  about  which  his 
Honor  the  Mayor  is  speaking  so  much?  We 
already  know  that  the  tax  rate  will  be  in  the 
vicinity  of  $47  or  $46  per  thousand  or  thereabouts. 
Unless  these  tactics  are  curtailed,  how  can  we  say 
honestly  that  we  are  doing  the  best  for  the  best 
interests  of  the  people  of  the  city?  It  must  be 
stopped,  and  let  us  stop  it  now.  Even  if  it  is,  as 
the  councilor  from  Ward  7  (Coun.  Linehan) 
expressed  himself,  and  I  believe  in  and  admire  his 
sincerity  when  he  said  he  did  not  know  whether  it 
was  for  the  oest  interests  of  the  people  of  the  City 
of  Boston,  giving  this  contract  to  this  contractor 
without  any  bid.  I  am  not  a  contractor.  There- 
fore, I  cannot  pass  judgment  on  that.  But  I  can 
pass  judgment  on  a  competitor  and  the  individual 
who  has  competition.  Competition  is  the  basic 
fundamental  principle  of  business.  That  is  the 
principle  any  businessman  regardless  of  the 
enterprise  will  put  into  play.  That  has  made 
America  great,  that  system  of  competitive  bidding. 
That  is  also  the  reason  why  we  receive  the  best 
that  our  minds  and  our  labor  can  give  because  we 
are  always  trying  to  demonstrate  our  talent  to 
our  competitor,  and  that  makes  the  world  more 
interesting  and  makes  humanity  more  interesting. 
I  do  not  want  to  take  more  of  your  time.  I  say 
that  this  ought  to  stop.  I  believe  it  is  malprac- 
tice and  not  for  the  best  interests  of  the  City  of 
Boston  but  only  for  the  interest  of  a  few,  a  scattered 
-  few. 

Coun.  CHASE— Will  the  clerk  read  the  order 
again,  please? 

(The  order  is  read  by  the  clerk.) 

Coun.  CHASE — Mr.  President,  the  order  is  a 
very  good  one.  I  am  heartily  in  accord  with  the 
gentleman  from  Ward  3  (Coun.  Russo).  Ob- 
viously we  can  group  contracts  into  one  large 
contract,  and  the  result  would  be  a  lower  price 
and  a  saving  to  the  city.  I  think  the  order  is  a 
■  good  one.  I  have  this  in  mind,  Mr.  President. 
There  is  some  talk  about  a  contract  of  $120,000 
which  apparently  was  recently  awarded.  I  think 
the  speakers  were  referring  to  the  patch  paving 
contract;  Frankly  I  am  a  little  up  in  the  air  as  to 
whether  a  patch  paving  contract,  although  awarded 
by  the  city 

Coun.  COFFEY— Mr.  President- 
President  KELLY — For  what  purpose  does  the 
gentleman  rise? 

Coun.  COFFEY— I  rise  to  a  point  of  order.  I 
think  the  gentleman  is  talking  off  the  subject,  and 
not  on  the  subject.  The  subject  is  contracts  of 
less  than  $1,000. 

President  KELLY — The  point  is  well  taken. 

Coun.  CHASE — Mr.  President,  it  would  appear 
to  me  that  the  City  of  Boston  could  save  con- 
siderable money  in  the  long  run  if  we  were  to 
adopt  the  system  recommended  by  the  councilor 
from  Ward  3.  If  I  remember  correctly,  the 
Finance  Commission  has  a  number  of  times  made 
the  same  recommendation.  I  have  pointed  out 
where  the  -City  of  Boston  could  save  annually 
thousands  of  dollars  if  such  tactics  were  adopted. 
Obviously,  with  the  high  tax  rate  we  shall  be 
confronted  with  in  the  near  future,  this  adminis- 
tration should  adopt  every  possible  means  of 
keeping  the  taxes  down.  This  would  be  one  way 
of  helping  the  tax  situation.  I  do  not  know,  Mr. 
President,  just  what  efforts  his  Honor  the  Mayor 
has  sincerely  made  in  an  effort  to  keep  the  tax  rate 
down,  but  I  do  know,  Mr.  President,  that  many 
of  his  actions  have  shown  he  has  no  genuine 
interest  in  keeping  the  tax  rate  down.  If  he  did, 
sir,  he  would  be  more  willing  to  cooperate  with  the 
Council  in  giving  information  to  it  which  we  are 
legally  entitled  to,  in  order  that  we  may  carry  on 
our  duties  as  the  city  charter  is  so  drawn  to  allow 
us.  Apparently,  sir,  he  endeavors  to  keep  the 
Council  and  everyone  else  interested  in  the  welfare 
of  the  city  in  the  dark.  When  a  man  does  that, 
he  has  something  to  hide.  To  me,  it  is  sinister 
business.     I  desire  at  this  time  to  commend  the 
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gentleman  from  Ward  3  (Conn.  Rnsso)  on  the 
ordei  which  he  luis  introduced.  It  is  one  way  his 
Honor  the  Mayor  can  help  in  lowering  the  taxes. 
1  sincerely  hope  thai  the  Council  will  go  along  in 
adopting  it. 

Conn.  COFFEY — For  a  few  weeks  now  I  have 
been  sick  and  tired  of  sitting  here  listening  to  the 
talk  from  various  gentlemen  about  his  Honor  the 
Mayor.  First  of  all,  I  have  no  objection  to  what 
i  iouncilor  Linehan  has  to  say.  I  have  no  objection 
to  what  Councilor  Russo  has  to  say.  But  I 
certainly  have  objection  to  the  councilor  from 
Ward  4  (Coun.  Chase).  He  made  a  statement. 
that  the  Finance  Commission  made  recommenda- 
tions in  the  past  about,  awarding  contracts.  I 
might  say  the  Finance  Commission  has  done 
nothing  in  regard  to  awarding  contracts  for  $1,000 
or  less,  or  for  SI, 000  or  more,  so  far  as  I  am  con- 
cerned. I  have  introduced  the  selfsame  order 
up  here  a  number  of  times.-  The  then  Mayor  saw 
fit  to  ignore  me  completely.  I  did  not  get  any 
help  from  any  member  of  the  Council  here.  I 
have  never  asked  for  it  yet.  I  would  not  get  it. 
None  of  them  took  sides  and  none  of  them  wanted 
to.  The  identical  order  Councilor  Russo  in- 
troduced I  have  introduced  several  times.  The 
Finance  Commission  did  not  take  any  part  in  it 
whatsoever.  We  hear  about  the  tax  rate.  Last 
year  the  gentleman  from  Ward  4  (Coun. 
Chase)  was  then  close  to  Mayor  Kerrigan.  He 
was  very  close.  He  never  had  a  word  to  say  on 
the  floor.  You  know  that.  He  was  more  inter- 
ested in  sitting  out  in  that  room  until  there  was  a 
roll  call  and  then  he  would  come  in  and  give 
Kerrigan  a  vote  no  matter  what  was  before  us. 
We  know  it.  His  argument  was  the  tax  rate  that 
Kerrigan  had  was  inherited  from  Tobin.  Who  is 
Curley  inheriting  his  tax  rate  from?  John  Kerri- 
gan and  Maurice  Tobin.  I  am  not  here  to  defend 
Curley.  I  haven't  yet  this  year.  I  am  still 
myself.  Nobody  has  ever  been  my  master.  You 
know  that.  Nobody  will.  It  is  seldom  I  have 
taken  sides  here  this  year.  The  vote,  if  you 
notice,  has  never  been  15.  When  a  vote  was 
needed  downstairs,  it  has  been  16  and  17  and  not  15. 
You  know  what  I  mean.  I  think  I  have  the  privi- 
lege of  saying  my  piece  the  same  as  other  councilors. 
Getting  back  to  the  statement  from  the  councilor 
from  Ward  4  (Coun.  Chase),  that  the  man  does 
not  want  to  cooperate  with  us,  can  anybody  tell  of 
any  Mayor  who  ever  did  want  to  cooperate  with 
the  members  of  the  City  Council?  The  only  time 
we  have  been  invited  down  there  in  the  past 
seven  years  that  I  have  been  a  member  of  the 
Council  was  when  the  Mayor  wanted  something, 
no  matter  who  he  was.  When  he  wanted  some- 
thing, and  he  thought  there  might,  be  some  doubt  as 
to  whether  he  would  get  it  passed,  we  were  in- 
vited to  go  downstairs  in  a  body.  After  we 
got  down  there,  we  were  told  what  he  wanted. 
Several  times  I  would  be  the  only  spokesman  and 
would  say,  "No,  I  am  not  voting  for  it."  "Why?" 
"You  did  not  support  the  East  Boston  Relief 
Station."  "That  has  nothing  to  do  with  this 
order.']  "Yes,  it  has,  it  is  spending  money. 
Any  time  you  spend  money  I  want  the  Relief 
Hospital  opened."  Two  years  ago  one  other 
councilor  said  he  wanted  something  in  his  district. 
The  then  Mayor  Tobin  sent  the  selfsame  letter 
to  us,  but  in  stronger  language  and  with  more 
words  than  Curley  sent  us  a  couple  of  weeks  ago. 
He  said  he  did  not  have  to  come  up  before  the 
Council  or  send  any  of  his  official  department 
heads  up  here.  This  one  particular  instance  I 
refer  to  is  the  department  head  of  the  Board  of 
Health.  The  then  Mayor  Tobin  refused  to  send 
him  upon  my  request.  Mayor  Curley  said  the 
same  thing.  Wre  can  holler  we  are  entitled  to  the 
information,  and  I  agree  we  should  get  it.  We  are 
not  going  to  get  it.  What  is  the  use  of  hollering 
about  it  forever?  We  are  not  going  to  get  it 
because  the  Charter  does  not  give  it  to  us.  As  far 
as  Councilor  Russo's  order  is  concerned,  I  am  in 
favor  of  it.  I  do  not  know  what  Councilor 
Linehan's  order  is.  I  was  outside  telephoning 
when  Bobbie  (Coun.  Linehan)  read  the  order.  I 
came  in  near  the  end  of  his  speech.  I  do  not  know 
what  the  order  is,  butl  do  know  the  order  Coun- 
cilor Russo  introduced  was  introduced  by  me 
several  times  and  that  the  councilor  from  the 
Back  Bay  had  absolutely  nothing  whatever  to 
say  about  it  when  it  was  sent  up  and  vetoed  by 
his  Honor  the  Mayor,  the  then  Mayor. 

The  order  was  passed  under  suspension  of  the 
rule. 


TRANSFER  OF  HANOVER  STREET 
PROPERTY   TO   FIRE   DEPARTMENT. 

Coun.  RUSSO  offered  the  following: 
Ordered,  That  the  Custodian  of  the  Real  Estate 
Division  be  requested,  through  his  Honor  the 
Mayor,  to  transfer  property  at  384-386-388-388  \- 
388  rear  Hanover  street,  Boston,  to  the  Boston 
Fire  Department  for  the  purpose  of  erecting  a  fire 
house  at  that  location. 

Passed  under  suspension  of  the  rule. 


REQUESTED  APPEARANCE  OF  CORPO- 
RATION COUNSEL  BEFORE  LEGIS- 
LATIVE  COMMITTEE. 

Coun.  RUSSO  offered  the  following: 
Ordered,  That  the  Corporation  Counsel  be 
requested,  through  his  Honor  the  Mayor,  to 
appear  before  the  Special  Commission  on  Revision 
of  Election  Laws  and  the  Committee  on  Elections 
of  the  General  Court,  for  the  purpose  of  making 
more  stringent  the  provisions  of  law  regarding  the 
responsibility  for  the  filing  of  primary  or  election 
papers  which  are  palpably  fraudulent  in  so  far  as 
legitimate  signatures  are  concerned. 

Coun.  RUSSO — Mr.  President,  I  have  a  pur- 
pose in  introducing  this  order.  It  is  certainly 
something  every  voter  should  be  interested  in. 
It  is  of  interest  not  only  to  the  candidates  seeking 
public  office  but  also  to  the  voters  who  make  it 
possible  for  their  votes  to  elect  the  individuals  of 
their  choice.  There  must  be  something  wrong, 
Mr.  President,  in  our  election  laws,  when  we  can 
allow  a  system  to  exist  whereby  fraudulent  names 
may  be  placed  on  nomination  papers.  If  you  or 
I  want  to  protest  those  papers,  we  have  to  sum- 
mon in  hundreds  of  people  trying  to  prove  that 
fraud  has  taken  place.  Naturally,  that  requires 
time'  and  money.  You  and  I,  Mr.  President, 
know  that  we  may  not  have  the  money  to  spend 
to  carry  that  out.  If  we  do,  the  laws  are  so 
elastic  that  the  only  penalty  that  the  individual 
candidate  may  receive  is  merely  the  removal  of 
his  name  from  the  ballot.  How  can  you  and  I, 
Mr.  President,  under  the  circumstances  we  are 
operating  under  today,  under  this  system  of 
election  laws,  how  can  you  and  I  determine  when 
fraudulent  names  have  been  placed  on  a  nomi- 
nation paper?  The  law  says  that  so-and-so  being 
a  candidate  for  such  an  office,  or  a  person  who  has 
circulated  the  paper  under  oath  states  that  the 
persons  who  appear  on  the  nomination  papers 
have  signed  in  person.  Of  course,  the  law  is 
elastic.  How  can  you  prove  it,  even  though  it  is 
done  in  good  faith?  If  you  give  out  a  nomination 
paper  to  some  individual  and  it  has  ten  or  fifteen 
names  on  it,  and  that  paper  is  passed  on  one  to 
another,  the  same  operation  takes  place.  How 
are  you  going  to  determine  who  committed  fraud, 
unless  something  is  in  the  law  whereby,  when  that 
paper  is  turned  in  to  the  candidate,  the  name  of 
the  individual  who  circulated  that  paper  should 
be  placed  alongside  of  the  last  name  when  he 
turns  in  that  paper?  It  makes  him  fully  bound 
and  responsible  for  those  names.  How  are  we 
going  to  determine  it?  That  is  not  so  bad,  Mr. 
President,  but  the  practice  of  individuals  who  will 
sit  down  at  a  desk  and  copy  every  name  on  the 
voting  list  and  go  through  with  that  is  even  worse. 
Mr.  President,  we  have  a  situation  in  the  City  of 
Boston  and  especially  in  the  Eleventh  Congres- 
sional District  which  will  enforce  my  argument 
which  I  have  just  outlined.  I  fully  realize,  Mr. 
President,  each  one  of  us  who  is  an  American 
citizen  by  birth  or  naturalization  has  a  perfect 
right  to  aspire  to  any  public  office.  But  I  also 
realize  we  are  duly  bound  to  give  to  the  people 
of  our  district  a  proper  picture  of  the  sincerity 
of  the  candidates.  I  have  not  the  millions  of 
dollars  some  of  these  opponents  have  to  spend. 
They  were  saying  all  over  the  district,  Mr.  Presi- 
dent, that  I  could  not  win  a  Congressional  fight. 
My  opponents  had  at  their  disposal  the  with- 
drawal of  these  other  candidates  who  are  Ameri- 
cans of  Italian  extraction.  Not  contented  with 
that,  Mr.  President,  how  are  we  going  to  eliminate 
this  malpractice  of  individuals  putting  in  candi- 
dates of  a  similar  name?  You  and  I  have  read 
the  newspapers  and  know  things  like  that  take 
place.  Mind  you,  I  have  no  objection  when  the 
question  is  on  sincerity,  but  how  can  they  truth- 
fully answer  to  the  people  they  are  asking  for 
support  when  you  find  a  Joseph  Russo  who  is  an 
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individual — as  I  understand  it  from  the  investiga- 
tion that  I  have  been  able  to  make  and  the  infor- 
mation I  have  been  able  to  receive — who  has  a 
prison  record  and  was  charged  with  bigamy  only 
a  shor  ttime  ago?  You  can  read  it  in  the  news- 
papers. I  have  the  greatest  respect  for  the 
parents  of  this  individual.  It  is  a  misfortune  that 
another  one  of  the  family  is  serving  now  a  prison 
term.  How  can  we  eliminate  conditions  that 
exist?  If  they  did  not  fear  Joseph  Russo,  the 
councilor,  how  can  they  go  to  this  extreme? 
Then  again  I  say  we  speak  a  great  deal  about  the 
freedom  of  the  press  and  freedom  of  speech.  It  is 
nauseating,  the  condition  of  these  so-called  pub- 
lishers where  such  things  take  place.  Here  in  our 
own  midst  is  a  newspaper  supposed  to  inform  the 
•  people  of  the  City  of  Boston  the  truth,  and  not 
what  they  want  to  print.  The  Saturday  Pest,  by 
the  way,  says  this: 

"Five  Quit  Curley  Fight. 

"The  heaviest  withdrawal  came  in  the  Demo- 
cratic fight  for  Mayor  James  M.  Curley's  seat 
in  Congress  to  represent  the  11th  district.  Five 
quit  the  fight  at  closing  time  last  night,  leaving 
an  even  dozen  names  to  go  on  the  ballot.  Quitting 
the  campaign  in  the  11th  district  were  Adam 
Palazza  of  Newton,  Representative  Enrico 
Cappucci  of  East  Boston,  Councilor  James  S. 
Coffey  of  East  Boston,  John  A.  Donlan  of  Boston, 
and  former  City  Councilor  Henry  Selvitella  of 
East  Boston. 

"Still  in  the  fight  for  the  Curley  chair  at  Wash- 
ington are  John  F.  Kennedy  of  Boston,  Francis  X. 
Rooney  of  Somerville,  former  Representative 
Michael  J.  Neville  of  Cambridge,  Robert  B. 
DiFiuscio  of  Boston,  two  Joseph  Russos  of  Boston, 
City  Councilor  Michael  Leo  Kinsella  of  Charles- 
town,  Miss  Katherine  E.  Falvey  of  Somerville, 
Michael  DeLuea  of  Boston,  Leonard  Capodilupo 
of  Boston,  John  F.  Cotter  of  Charlestown,  and 
former  School  Committee  Chairman  Joseph  Lee 
of  Beacon  Hill." 

Is  that  giving  a  true  picture  to  the  electorate  of 
our  district  by  characterizing  a  City  Councilor 
because  he  either  by  fortune  or  misfortune  has 
the  name  Joseph  Russo,  and  there  are  others 
who  carry  the  same  name,  putting  me  on  the 
same  level?  By  false  information  or  false  in- 
ferences they  are  putting  me  on  the  same  level 
with  the  individual  who  has  a  record,  as  I  have 
outlined. 

Coun.  COFFEY— Mr.  President,  a  point  of 
order.  May  Councilor  Bayley  be  kept  out  of 
here?  He  is  running  in  with  the  baseball  scores. 
It  is  an  important  meeting  here. 

President  KELLY — The  point  of  order  is  weW 
taken. 

Coun.  RUSSO — Now,  Mr.  President,  I  do  not 
care  whether  I  receive  any  publicity  or  not.  I 
have  never  been  a  publicity  seeker.  I  do  not 
intend  to  start  now.  I  do  maintain,  Mr.  President, 
that  the  newspapers  have  the  right  to  inform 
their  leaders  of  the  truth.  If  there  are  dis- 
tinctions to  bring  abflut,  do  not  give  one  the 
proper  designation  and  eliminate  the  other. 
Isn't  that  freedom  of  speech?  Isn't  that  freedom 
of  the  press,  as  I  understand  it?  I  believe  I 
understand  it  as  a  poor,  little  immigrant  boy 
who  came  here  at  the  age  of  eight  and  one-half 
years.  We  speak  so  much  about  freedom.  These 
publishers  themselves  lay  stress  upon  the  freedom 
of  the  press.  Is  freedom  of  the  press  what  they 
want  to  print,  or  is  freedom  of  the  press  the  ex- 
ploiting of  truth?  To  my  mind,  freedom  of  the 
press  means  informing  all  readers  of  the  truth.' 
Now,  how  can  we  eliminate  these  conditions? 
We  can  eliminate  these  conditions  if  the  laws  are 
changed.  Some  clause  should  be  put  in  that 
tightens  the  law  or  frightens  the  individual  who 
is  not  on  the  up  and  up.  I  say  something  must 
be  done  when  we  are  confronted  with  this  situation 
I  have  outlined.  It  is  not  because  it  happens  to 
me.  That  makes  no  difference.  Whoever  it 
may  be,  I  believe  there  is  an  obligation  upon  the 
press  or  the  radio  to  say  the  truth,  and,  unless 
we  put  some  teeth  in  the  law,  we  shall  be  eon- 
fronted  with  the  same  conditions,  the  same  corrupt 
practices  of  election  laws  that  we  are  confronted 
with  at  the  present  time.  I  earnestly  hope  that 
something  will  be  done  in  order  to  eliminate  the 
corruption  and  in  order  to  inform  the  people  of 
the  city,  of  the  state  or  of  the  nation,  the  truth 
as  it  stands.  Therefore,  I  hope  my  order  will 
pass  under  suspension  of  the  rule. 


Coun.    COFFEY — I   cannot   help   joining   with 
Councilor  Russo  today.     I  made  a  similar  speech 
a  week  ago  today.     The  situation  then  was  about 
the  same   as   the   situation   which   took   place   in 
yesterday's    paper.       In    one    paper    they    have 
expanded  it  and  it  has  gone  to  several  other  news- 
papers.    It  is  a  rotten  condition  where  a  fellow 
that    has    served    in    public    office    as    Councilor 
Russo  has  done  for  the  past  eight  years  has  to  get 
mention  at  the  bottom  of  a  column,  in  a  contest 
in  which  he  is  a  candidate,  which  says  there  are 
two  Joseph  Russos  in  the  fight.     Knowing  politics 
as  I  do,  not  knowing  who  the  other  Joseph  Russo 
is  and  not  caring,  I  would  say  some  business  was 
done.     The  other  Joseph  Russo   was  put  in  the 
fight   for   no    reason   but   to    confuse   the   voters. 
There   is   another   Joe  Russo,    a   City   Councilor, 
running  for  Congress  in  the    Eleventh    Congres- 
sional District.     That  is  what  I  dare  say,  knowing 
politics.     The  average  person,  the  average  mother 
or  girl  in  the  home  who  has  a  vote,  does  not  take 
an  active  interest  in  politics,  and  probably  would 
be  confused  on  two  Joseph  Russos.     I  think  it  is 
to  his  credit.     There  must  be  a  reason  for  another 
Joseph  Russo  in   the  fight,   a  definite  reason  for 
him  to  be  there.      The  answer  is,   and   I  should 
know,   coming  from  the  district   I  come  from,   I 
think   45,000    Italian   inhabitants   are   there,    and 
the  reason  is  obviously  to  split  the  Italian  vote.  ■ 
They  do  not  want  Joe  Russo,  the  City  Councilor, 
to  be  there  alone.    They  make  sure  there  is  another 
Joe  Russo  of  Italian  extraction  in  that   contest. 
Going  back  a  week  ago,  it  tells  about  those  going 
to  quit  the  Congressional  fight.    John  F.  Kennedy 
is  the  young  naval  hero,  son  of  the  ex-ambassador. 
His    picture    was    in    the    paper    one   night    with 
McCormack   and   Tobin.      The  next   night   he  is 
with    Ted    Williams.      Last    night    there    was    a 
four-column  write-up.     I  think  they  are  going  to 
overdo  it.     I  think  money  is  going  to  defeat  him. 
I  have  some  very  good  friends  on  the  newspapers. 
Colbert  never  gave  me  a  break.     It  is  his  privilege 
to  write  what  he  wants  as  a  newspaper  reporter. 
I  can  tell  Colbert  the  night  before  what  is  going 
to  appear  in  the  papers  the  next  day.     He  knows 
that.    I  have  never  gone  to  one  newspaper  reporter 
or  an  editor  and  asked  for  anything.     I  am  taking 
as   active  a  part  in  this   Eleventh   Congressional 
fight  as  if  I  were  a  candidate.     I  will  be  on  the 
front  page  of  the  newspapers.     I  am  a  disabled 
veteran.      It  was  not  mentioned   by  any   writer. 
They  did  not  mention  that  my  kid  is  a  disabled 
veteran.     I  haven't  the  money.     I  cannot  go  out 
and  stop  a  ball  game  and  get  Ted  Williams  to  take 
a  picture  with  me.     I  pitched  professional  base- 
ball eleven  years  and  made  a  good  living  at  it. 
I  haven't  the  money.     I  cannot  have  my  picture 
taken   with   McCormack  and   Tobin.      I   can   get 
called  up  from  those  offices,  and  asked  to  get  out 
of  the  fight.     If  I  had  the  money,   I  would  not 
get  out.     I  would  have  stayed  in  the  fight.     There 
is  a  fellow  I  have  to  give  credit  to.    He  is  stubborn. 
He  has  made  the  fight  before.     I  was  successful 
in  his  own  district,   which  is  a  tough  district  to 
win.     I  know.     I  have  been  through  the  district. 
I  have  run  for  a  seat  in  Congress.     I  have  gotten 
my  ears  pinned  back.     For  one  reason,  I  did  not 
have  the  money.     I  did  not  have  the  organization. 
The  same  crowd  backing  Kennedy  in  this  contest 
is  the  same  crowd  in  every  contest.     They  count 
you  out  before  you  start.     They  did  it  in  the  last 
contest  in  Charlestown,  where  I  spent  five  dollars 
to  get  1,000  votes.     That  counted  against  me  in 
the  rail  in  East  Boston.     They  have  done  it  for 
years,  to  all  the  other  candidates  in  their  respective 
wards    in   that    contest.      Curley   admits   he   was 
counted  out  in  the  last  fight.     One  of  the  candi- 
dates in  the  city  contest  admitted  he  was  counted 
out.     There  is  nothing  you  can  do  if  the  rail  is 
against  you.     You  are  licked.     There  is  a  blank 
space  when  they  count.     They  can  mark  in  any- 
body they  want  in.    We  know  it  is  a  rotten  system, 
a  terrible  system,  but  there  is  nothing  we  can  do 
about    that.      We    take    our    chance.      We    have 
our  recounts  to  see  what  mistakes  have  been  made. 
The  press  is  going  deliberately  out  of  its  way  to 
put  Kennedy  in  front  in  a  contest  in  which  he  is 
not  even  a  resident.     I  doubt  if  he  can  collect  the 
state  bonus  in  this  state.     He  is  only  on  the  voting 
list  for  1944,  1945  and  1946  at  21  Beacon  street, 
the  Bellevue  Hotel.     They  do  not  bring  the  fact 
out  that  Kennedy  is  a  New  Yorker  and  lived  for 
twelve    consecutive    years    there.      They    do    not 
bring  out  that  his  father  severed  all  his  connec- 
tions in  East  Boston  after  he  got  all  he  could  get 
out  of  East  Boston  and  the  housing  project  through 
his  bank,   where  he  held  hundreds  of  mortgages. 
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Recently  he  sold  out  and  >mt.  out.  They  brine 
out  that  he  was  brought  up  in  Bast  Boston  and 
Brighton,  as  were  his  father  and  forefathers.  It 
is  a  rotten  crying  shame.  1  had  some  calls  from  a 
few  newspaper  men  last  Thursday  and  Friday  to 

i  .in  of  the  lifjli'  and  to  lay  off  young  Kennedy. 
1  said,  "Why  should  1  lay  off?"  I  am  sore.  For 
one  thing,  now  that  I  am  out  of  the  fight,  he 
does  not  conic  from  the  district.  That  is  my 
peeve.  I  am  not  tied  up  with  anybody  yet,  but 
1  will  be.  I  will  have  my  from  page  advertise- 
ments, They  will  put  them  in.  If  they  do  not, 
1  will  tell  the  people  of  Boston,  over  the  radio, 
why  they  did  not  put  them  in  and  who  is  tied  tip 
with  young  Kennedy.  There  is  only  one  answer. 
They  arc  tied  up  with  Kennedy  because  he  has 
monej  .  They  make  his  chief  opponent  somebody 
by  the  name  of  Rooney,  a  school  teacher.  Rooney 
is  the  red  herring  across  the  trail.  The  red  herring 
is  going  to  be  taken  off.  I  am  not  the  only  one 
sitting  back  and  waiting.  I  refused  to  tie  up 
with  a  good  friend  of  mine  seeking  high  political 
office.  I  told  him  I  am  interested  only  in  one 
thing,  the  Congressional  fight  in  the  Eleventh 
District.  After  the  nomination,  which  is  equiva- 
lent to  election,  I  will  take  action  in  the  other 
contest.  Can  a  poor  man  from  the  Eleventh 
Congressional  District  be  elected,  or  do  we  have 
to  have  an  outsider  come  in  here  with  millions  of 
dollars  and  do  as  he  pleases,  and  get  all  the  pub- 
licity lie  wants  in  the  Post  and  the  Boston  news- 
papers and  shove  it  down  our  throats  that  he  is 
going  to  be  elected  to  Congress?  We  have  six 
weeks,  and  a  lot  can  happen  between  now  and 
election  day. 

Coun.  KINSELLA— Mr.  President,  in  the  light 
of  the  remarks  which  have  been  made  by  Coun- 
cilors Coffey  and  Russo,  and  since  I  am  apparently 
not  talking  off  the  subject,  I  would  very  much  like 
to  have  the  privilege  of  making  some  remarks 
to  indicate  my  interest  in  this  particular  matter. 
A  Saturday  morning  newspaper  carried  my  name 
erroneously  as  still  a  candidate  for  the  office  of 
Congressman,  which  is  not  so,  because  at  a  quarter 
of  five  Friday  afternoon  I  signed  two  withdrawal 
blanks  at  the  office  of  the  Secretary  of  State,  one 
for  Congress  and  one  for  the  Senate.  As  soon  as 
I  read  the  morning  newspaper,  which  I  do  not  think 
I  ought  to  identify,  I  called  the  city  desk  of  that 
paper  and  told  them  that  I  was  not  in  the  contest. 
Now,  the  reporter  who  was  responsible  for  that 
mistake  is  one  of  the  star  reporters  of  his  paper, 
and  I  venture  to  say  that  he  does  not  make  one 
mistake  in  a  year.  Later  on  in  the  day  he  called 
me  back  and  asked  what  I  intended  to  do,  if  I 
were  actually  out  or  in .  I  assured  him  that  I 
was  not  only  out  but  would  appreciate  a  piece  in 
the  paper  to  that  effect,  that  I  was  out.  He  said, 
"I  will  get  about  that  thing  for  you."  And  I 
said,  "If  you  are  interested  in  the  statement  I 
would  very  much  like  to  say  in  your  paper  that 
not  only  am  I  out  but  I  am  going  to  devote  all  my 
efforts  to  the  election  of  the  most  representative 
candidate  from  the  district,  one  who  merits  and 
deserves  the  election.  He  said,  "Leo,  I  can't  say 
that."  I  said,  "I  don't  think  you  could  personally. 
How  do  you  feel?"  "Personally,"  he  said,  "you 
are  right,  but  I  can't  say  it."  So  that  the  matter 
died  there.  Now,  one  of  the  farcical  things  about 
democracy  is  the  manner  in  which  our  elections 
are  held  and  the  manner  by  which  the  law  allows 
certain  people  to  become  candidates  for  certain 
offices.  At  no  time  do  I  want  to  impair  my  good 
relations  with  the  press  who,  along  with  the  rest  of 
us,  have  helped  to  make  and  keep  me  alive.  There 
is  not  anyone  in  here,  the  severest  critic  he  ever 
had,  who  will  not  say  that  there  was  a  legitimate 
candidacy,  which  was  not  only  bogged  down 
because  —  and  this  statement  does  not  apply  to 
the  newspapers  or  the  newspaper  men  particularly, 
nor  even  generally  —  it  bogged  down  and  was 
stymied  for  no  other  reason  than  that  the  half-nut 
element  would  not  contribute  to  the  success  of  one 
of  their  own  men,  find  it  in  their  hearts  and  find 
it  ai  the  end  of  their  pencils  on  election  day  to 
look  beyond  the-  personal  affair,  beyond  the  capa- 
bilities of  the  beautiful  and  wealthy  young  man 
who  has  nothing  whatsoever  in  common  with  the 
wealthiest,  resident  of  the  district.  There  is  only 
one  part  of  the  Eleventh  District  where  the 
residents  may  reasonably  offer  some  sort  of 
financial  competition,  and  that  is  the  Brattle 
street  end,  where  perhaps  there  are  a  few  families 
who  can  broadly  be  called  wealthy.  Mark  my 
words  that  on  the  day  after  primary  day  this  nice 
young  man  who  admittedly  is  a  nice  young 
man       will  :■<,  to  Wianno  lor  tin-  summer,  and  the 


crumbs  that  are  basking  now  in  the  shadow  he 
throws  won't  be  able  to  reach  him.  Wait  until  he 
gets  the  type  of  requests  that  we  have  been  getting 
for  years  from  people  who  understand  us  and 
whom  we  understand.  Wait  until  he  is  expected 
to  go  into  the  kitchen  of  the  poor  home  and  sit 
.•it  a  lea-stained  tablecloth  and  talk  as  freely  as  he 
would  in  his  home.  He  doesn't  estimate  those 
things.  He  doesn't  contemplate  that  he  is  going 
to  be  required  to  do  it.  And  when  he  gets  to  the 
Halls  of  Congress,  if  they  are  foolish  enough^  to 
send  him  there,  you  don't  suppose,  after  having 
been  sent  there  by  his  father's  money,  he  is  going 
to  reject  his  father's  advice,  do  you?  You 
don't  suppose  he  is  going  to  be  on  the  side  of  the 
poor!  He  is  going  to  be  on  the  side  that  repre- 
sents power,  that  represents  money.  It  is  the 
atmosphere  into  which  he  has  been  born.  It  is  the 
atmosphere  in  which  he  was  raised.  Now,  Mr. 
President,  Norman  Ritchie  is  running  in  the  Post, 
a  series  of  reminiscences  about  characters  that  he 
has  met  over  the  course  of  thirty-five  or  forty 
years,  and  a  week  ago  last  Saturday  he  had  an 
article  concerning  James  J.  Storrow,  who  was  at 
one  time  candidate  for  Mayor  of  Boston.  John  F. 
Fitzgerald,  grandfather  of  John  F.  Kennedy,  was 
the  factor  in  the  contest,  and  his  only  argument 
was  that  Storrow  was  a  wealthy  man  and  that 
John  F.  epitomized  the  poor  man,  who  made  up 
the  greatest  section  of  the  electorate  of  Boston 
at  that  time,  and  that  argument  put  John  F.  into 
the  chair  of  the  Mayor.  Now,  thirty-five  years 
later  he  is  telling  us  that  a  grandson  who  has 
two  or  three  million  dollars  in  his  own  right,  who 
is  not  and  never  has  been  a  resident  of  that  dis- 
trict, should  be  Congressman  from  the  Eleventh 
Massachusetts  District,  without  having  gone 
through  the  various  steps  through  which  we  have 
all  gone  to  earn  our  spurs.  If  it  were  true  in  1910 
or  1912  that  Boston  ought  to  have  one  of  its 
own  in  the  mayoralty,  it  is  true  in  1946  that  the 
Eleventh  District  ought  to  have  one  of  its  own  in 
Congress.  When  they  tell  you  that  he  is  a  fine 
boy  I  will  take  them  by  the  hand,  and  I  will  take 
them  to  the  homes  of  people  who  did  not  see  their 
boys  come  back,  and  I  will  ask  them  if  their  sons 
were  not  nice  boys.  What  credit  can  anyone  in 
their  right  mind  bestow  on  this  young  man,  who 
did  not  leave  his  parents  behind  him?  What 
credit  can  there  be  given  for  defending  thirty- 
million  dollars  when  the  rank  and  file  in  the  Ameri- 
can forces  left  poverty,  defended  it,  and  then 
came  back  to  it?  And  add  to  that,  Mr.  President, 
the  fact  that  when  you  go  out  on  the  street  you 
will  see  hundreds  passing  by,  and  of  the  hundreds 
half  at  least  are  war  veterans,  walking  around  and 
getting  .$20  a  week.  That  is  what  they  defended! 
It  does  not  take  much  courage  to  defend  a  life  of 
luxury  and  ease,  backed  up  by  thirty  million 
dollars.  I  make  a  prediction  here  now,  today, 
and  that  is  that  when  the  last  vote  is  counted  on 
the  night  of  June  18,  this  young  man,  this  inter- 
loper —  and  he  is  a  nice  young  man  but  with 
thirty  million  dollars  behind  him  —  this  young 
man  will  be  defeated  overwhelmingly  by  people 
that  he  does  not  estimate  upon.  Those  people 
are  my  class  — ■  my  class:  They  have  not  got 
anything.  They  are  going  to  rise  up  and  recognize 
the  proven  merit  of  some  other  candidate  as 
against  the  bov  who  is  asking  for  a  major  political 
office  in  his  first  effort  before  the  public.  One 
week  ago  tomorrow,  Mr.  President,  in  all  good 
faith,  and  with  the  backing  of  my  friends  to  the 
extent  of  about  .$23,000,  I  went  to  an  advertising 
agency  in  this  city  and  I  asked  the  gentleman, 
who  happened  to  be  a  personal  friend  of  mine,  to 
undertake  the  purchase  of  radio  time  for  me. 
He  asked  me  how  much  I  intended  to  spend  on 
radio.  I  said,  about  $5,000.  He  said,  "Leo, 
save  your  money;  the  good  radio  spots  are  already 
all  taken,  and  they  are  going  to  pass  them  out  to 
various  candidates  for  various  offices  in  the 
Eleventh  District  but  are  not  going  to  allow  any 
public  reference  to  the  origin  of  the  sponsor;  in 
other  words,  some  young  man  running  for  the 
Senate  will  be  allowed  five  or  ten  minutes  radio 
time,  and,  for  all  the  listening  public  knows  to  the 
contrary,  he  has  bought  and  paid  for  that  himself; 
but  that  is  not  so,  it  is  all  signed,  sealed,  and 
almost  delivered."  He  said,  "The  newspapers 
won't  give  you  anything;  they  may  give  you  what 
you  call  a  mere  shake,  but  it  will  be  Kennedy  on 
the  front  page,  and  you  and  the  others  in  the 
death  notices;  I  advise  you  as  a  friend  not  to 
blow  your  dough."  Subsequently  I  got  out,  for 
that  reason  plus  one  or  two  others,  principally 
because   1   was  not  going  to  take  .$2:J,0IM  of  my 
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friends'  money  and  throw  it  away  to  see  my  name 
counted  second,  third,  fourth,  fifth,  or  eleventh 
on  the  19th'of  June.  There  are  a  number  of  things 
that  can  be  said,  and  this  is  one  that  it  is  well  for 
everyone  to  remember:  The  job  now  pays  some- 
thing like  $15,000  a  year.  Publicly  I  will  ask 
Mr.  Joseph  Kennedy  this  question:  "Would  you, 
Mr.  Kennedy,  give  a  job  at  ten  or  fifteen  thousand 
dollars  a  year  to  any  man,  in  any  of  your  in- 
dustries, who  could  not  show  you  ten  or  fifteen 
or  twenty  years'  experience?  Now,  Mr.  Kennedy, 
I  will  supply  my  own  answer.  You  would  not. 
Do  you  want  the  people  of  the  Eleventh  Massa- 
chusetts Congressional  District  to  take  the  boy 
who  is  politically  unknown  and  elevate  him.  into  a 
position  of  Congressman,  a  major  political  office 
in  the  Commonwealth  of  Massachusetts,  for 
functioning  at  Washington?"  I  had  a  conversa- 
tion with  young  John  Kennedy,  and  I  found  him 
to  be  a  gloriously  charming  young  man.  Well 
read,  well  mannered,  conducting  himself  entirely 
agreeably  and  affably.  And  I  make  nt>  bones 
about  the  conversation  because,  upon  my  honor, 
we  did  not  discuss  getting  out  or  staying  in.  We 
discussed  politics  categorically  for  most  of  the 
time,  and  on  the  practical  side  for  some  of  the 
time.  And  I  said  to  him  among  other  things, 
"Is  this  a  lark  with  you,  John?  With  me  it  is 
economic  necessity,  it  is  a  job  for  me."  He  said, 
"No,  it  is  not."  He  said,  "If  my  brother  had 
lived  he  would  be  the  candidate,  and  I  am  taking 
up  where  he  would  be."  I  thought  it  was  a  tribute 
to  his  brother's  memory,  in  view  of  the  fact  that 
he  wanted  to  go  along  with  the  life  work  that  his 
brother  would  have  chosen  as  his  life  work.  Un- 
fortunately, God  in  heaven  saw  fit  to  take  that 
young  man  while  he  was  still  in  the  full  bloom  of  his 
youth .  That  is  one  of  the  phases  of  war  that  even 
the  wealthy  can't  escape.  I  said,  "Why  don't 
you  start  across  the  street,  John,  and  learn  about 
people?"  He  said,  "It  is  too  slow;  I  want  the 
short  cut."  If  I  had  one  third  of  the  nerve  that 
that  boy  has  displayed  in  accepting  such  foolish 
advice  from  his  advisers,  I  would  walk  into  his 
father  and  I  would  say,  "I  want  the  managership 
of  this  enterprise  at  $15,000  a  year,  and  I  am 
starting  at  the  top,  I  will  not  come  up  through  the 
grades."  How  long  do  you-  suppose  I  would 
last?  I  wonder  if  there  is  anybody  in  the  Eleventh 
District  who  truly  and  honestly  believes  that  he  is 
not  going  to  see  the  other  side  of  his  profile  when 
this  fight  is  settled.  It  is  not  in  him  to  do  it;  it 
was  not  in  his  father  to  do  it.  And  to  go  back 
to  the  statement  I  made  ten  minutes  ago,  if  the 
poor  man  back  in  1910  or  1912  was  the  backbone 
of  his  grandfather's  success,  the  poor  man  today, 
who  is  amongst  the  have-not  element,  will  prove 
to  be  the  backbone  of  the  winner,  and  I  venture 
to  say  that  the  winner's  initials  won't  be  JFK. 
I  have  nothing  against  the  boy,  I  am  not  dis- 
illusioned, I  am  not  disappointed.  Four  years  ago 
I  would  have  been,  but  I  have  learned  a  lot  in 
four  years.  I  have  learned  that  our  class  of 
people  —  and  I  am  referring  definitely  to  class  — 
is  honeycombed  with  a  lot  of  turncoat  renegades 
that  would  rather  walk  down  School  street  fifteen 
feet  behind  young  Kennedy,  as  long  as  they  knew 
that  they  were  a  part  of  his  retinue,  than  to  walk 
hand  in  hand  with  one  of  their  own  who  has  had 
nothing  and  to  whom  without  their  help  will  not 
be  given  something.  And  I  will  offer  this  as  a 
further  prediction,  Mr.  President,  that  if  he  wins 
he  will  be  a  safe  bet  for  re-election  in  1948,  and 
that  one  year  later,  when  we  go  into  a  mayoralty 
election,  he  will  be  running  for  Mayor  of  the  City 
of  Boston.  Mark  my  words,  he  will  be  a  candi- 
date, and  he  will  either  knock  or  very  nearly  knock 
out  the  man  at  that  time  who  undoubtedly  will 
be  the  most  logical  man  for  the  job  of  Mayor. 
It  is  a  long-range  problem,  designed  to  catapult 
the  boy  from  obscurity  to  national  prominence  at 
the  expense  of  the  little  fellow  who  lives  on  $1,500 
a  year  in  most  cases.  I  am  determined  to  live 
long  enough  to  see  my  predictions  come  true. 
The  first  is  that  he  will  not  win  on  the  18th  of 
June  this  year;  the  second  is  that,  if  he  does  win, 
he  will  be  a  candidate  for  Mayor  of  Boston  three 
and  a  half  years  from  now.  Now,  my  statements 
are  all  made  here  today  for  one  purpose  only — 
to  straighten  out  the  erroneous  impression  that 
some  people  have  got  that  I  was  continuing  along. 
I  was  not,  nor  will  I  be.  I  am  going  along  with 
the  most  truly  representative  and  most  meritori- 
ous candidate  in  this  contest,  and  I  hope  to  God 
that  there  are  enough  of  us  who  will  not  turn 
against  one  of  our  own  kind.  That  is  my  final 
word  until  the  campaign  starts. 


Coun.  ItUSSO— Just  briefly,  Mr.  President, 
may  I  at  this  time  thank  the  councilor  from 
Ward  1  and  the  councilor  from  Ward  2  for  helping 
in  the  passage  of  this  order.  I  have  expressed 
myself  and  I  sincerely  want  to  thank  them. 

Coun.  COFFEY— Mr.  President,  briefly,  also, 
I  just  want  to  point  out  the  fact  that  there  are 
only  four  wards  in  the  City  of  Boston  in  the 
Eleventh  Congressional  District,  and  John  F. 
Kennedy  has  heard  from  three  of  the  four  Boston 
wards. 

The  order  was  passed  under  suspension  of  the 
rule. 


TRANSFER    OF    LAND    IN     NORTH    END 
TO    FIRE    DEPARTMENT. 
The  following  was  received: 

City  of  Boston, 
Office  of  the  Mayor,  May  6,  1946. 
To  the  City  Council. 

Gentlemen, — I  transmit  herewith  a  communi- 
cation from  the  Board  of  Real  Estate  Commis- 
sioners in  relation  to  the  transfer  of  tax  title  land 
in  the  North  End  to  the  Fire  Department,  to  be 
used  for  the  location  of  a  new  fire  house,  and 
recommend  the  passage  of  the  accompanying  order. 
Respectfully, 
James  M.  Cubley,  Mayor. 

City  of  Boston, 
Board  of  Real  Estate  Commissioners, 

May  6,  1946. 
Hon.  James  M.  Curley, 

Mayor  of  Boston. 
My  dear  Mr.  Mayor, — I  am  presenting  for  your 
approval  and  that  of  the  City  .Council  four  copies 
of  an  order  for  the  transfer  from  the  Board  of 
Real  Estate  Commissioners  to  the  Fire  Depart- 
ment of  the  following  properties,  to  be  used  for 
the  location  of  a  new  firehouse. 
Properties  located  at: 

1.  Land  on  the  southwesterly  side  of  Charter 
street  numbered  2  and  2|  in  the  numbering  of 
said  street.     Area,  3,441  square  feet.     File  A-1939. 

2.  L*id,  with  buildings  thereon,  on  the  west- 
erly side  of  Hanover  street,  numbered  384,  386, 
388,  3885  and  388  rear  in  the  numbering  of  said 
street.     Area,  3,658  square  feet.     File  J-9. 

Very  truly  yours, 
Irving  Lewis,  Chairman. 

Whereas,  The  City  of  Boston  by  a  decree  of  the 
Land  Court,  Suffolk  Registry  District,  dated 
February  18,  1939,  foreclosed  a  right  of  redemption 
under  a  tax  deed  recorded  "with  Suffolk  Deeds, 
Book  5480,  page  161,  on  about  three  thousand 
four  hundred  forty-one  (3,441)  square  feet  of  land 
on  the  southwesterly  side  of  Charter  street, 
Boston,  formerly  numbered  2  and  2  j  in  the  number- 
ing of  said  street;  and 

Whereas,  The  City  of  Boston  by  a  decree  of  the 
Land  Court,  Suffolk  Registry  District,  dated 
April  26,  1946,  foreclosed  a  right  of  redemption 
under  a  tax  deed  recorded  with  Suffolk  Deeds, 
Book  5928,  page  557,  on  about  three  thousand 
six  hundred  fifty-eight  (3,658)  square  feet  of  land 
together  with  the  buildings  thereon,  on  the  west- 
erly side  of  Hanover  street,  Boston,  formerly 
numbered  384,  386,  388,  388  J  and  388  rear  in  the 
numbering  of  said  street;  and 

Whereas,  The  Fire  Department  has  requested 
that  the  aforesaid  parcels  of  foreclosed  tax  title 
properties  be  transferred  to  the  Fire  Department 
for  the  purposes  of  establishing  thereon  a  fire- 
house;  now  therefore  it  is  hereby 

Ordered,  That  the  aforesaid  parcels  of  foreclosed 
tax  title  property  be,  and  the  same  hereby  are, 
transferred  from  the  care,  custody,  control  and 
management  of  the  Chairman,  Board  of  Real 
Estate  Commissioners,  to  the  care,  custody, 
control  and  management  of  the  Fire  Department 
for  Fire  Department  purposes. 

Referred  to  Executive  Committee. 


TRANSFER     OF     BELLE     AVENUE     LAND 
TO    PUBLIC    WORKS    DEPARTMENT. 
The  following  was  received: 

City  of  Boston, 
Office  of  the  Mayor,  May  6,  1946. 
To  the  City  Council. 

Gentlemen, — I    transmit   herewith    communica- 
tion from  the  Board  of  Real  Estate  Commissioners 
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relative  to  the  transfer  of  tax  title  land  on  Belle 
avenue,    West    Roxbury,    to    the    Public    Works 
Department,  to  be  used  as  a  city  dump,  and  recom- 
mend the  passage  of  the  acoompanying  order. 
Respectfully, 
James  M.  Curley,  Mayor. 

City  of  Boston, 
Board  of  Real  Estate  Commissioners, 
May  6,  1046. 
Hon.  James  M.  Curley, 

Mayor  of  Boston. 
My  dear  Mr,  Mayor, — I  am  presenting  for  your 
approval  and  that  of  the  City  Council,  four  copies 
of  an  order  for  the  transfer  from  the  Board  of  Real 
Estate  Commissioners  to  the  Public  Works  Depart- 
ment, one  parcel  of  land.  This  land  is  to  be  used 
as  a  much  needed  city  dump. 
The  property  is  located  at: 

Land  on  the  westerly  side  of  Belle  avenue,  West 
Roxbury.   Area,  426,890  square  feet.     File  A- 1631. 
Respectfully  yours, 
Irving  Lewis,  Chairman. 

Whereas,  The  City  of  Boston  by  a  decree  of  the 
Land  Court,  Suffolk  Registry  District,  dated 
May  16,  1941,  foreclosed  a  right  of  redemption 
under  a  tax  deed  recorded  with  Suffolk  Deeds, 
Book  5441,  page  562,  on  about  four  hundred 
twenty-six  thousand  eight  hundred  ninety  (426,890) 
square  feet  of  land  on  the  westerly  side  of  Belle 
avenue,  West  Roxbury  district;    and 

Whereas,  The  Public  Works  Department  has 
requested  that  the  aforesaid  parcel  of  foreclosed 
tax  title  property  be  transferred  to  the  Public 
Works  Department  for  the  purposes  of  establishing 
thereon  a  city-owned  dump;  now  therefore  it  is 
hereby 

Ordered,  That  the  aforesaid  parcel  of  foreclosed 
tax  title  property  be,  and  the  same  hereby  is, 
transferred  from  the  care,  custody,  control  and 
management  of  the  Chairman,  Board  of  Real 
Estate  Commissioners,  to  the  care,  custody,  control 
and  management  of  the  Public  Works  Department 
for  Public  Works  Department  purposes. 

Referred  to  Executive  Committee. 


RESURFACING    OF   CERTAIN    WARD    13 
STREETS. 

Coun.  HANNON  offered  the  following: 
Ordered,  That  the  Commissioner  of  Public 
Works  be  requested,  through  his  Honor  the  Mayor, 
to  resurface  with  smooth  paving  Alexander,  Mag- 
nolia, Monadnock  ahd  Moseley  streets,  and  the 
streets  in  the  vicinity  of  St.  Margaret's  Hospital, 
Ward  13. 
Passed  under  suspension  of  the  rule. 


INCREASE    OF    MINIMUM    RETIREMENT 
BENEFITS. 

Coun.  HANNON  offered  the  following:      • 

Ordered,  That  his  Honor  the  Mayor  be  re- 
quested to  direct  the  officials  of  the  Retirement 
Board  to  increase  the  minimum  retirement  benefits 
paid  to  members  of  our  retirement  system. 

Coun.  HANNON— Mr.  President,  I  think  that 
something  should  be  done  for  those  members  of 
our  retirement  system  who  receive  a  paltry  $40 
a  month  as  a  result  of  their  contributions  over  a 
period  of  years.  Last  year  we  accepted  legisla- 
tion which  was  passed  to  raised  the  minimum 
amount  of  the  retirement  benefit  paid  the  school 
teachers.  Now  we  find  ourselves  in  the  position 
that  an  honest  laborer  who  has  worked  for  the  city 
gets  only  840.  He  would  get  that  much  on  old 
age  assistance  without  contributing  a  cent.  We 
have  plenty  of  money  for  other  things  and  I 
think  some  of  it  should  be  used  to  increase  the 
minimum  pensions. 

The  order  was  passed  under  suspension  of  the 
rule. 


MEMORIAL  TO   BOSTON   DEAD   IN    WAR. 

Coun.  HANNON  offered  the  following: 
Ordered,  That  his  Honor  the  Mayor  be  re- 
quested to  appoint  a  committee  to  consider  the 
erection  of  a  fitting  memorial  to  those  heroic 
residents  of  the  City  of  Boston  who  gave  their 
lives  in  the  defense  of  our  country. 


Coun.  HANNON— Mr.  President,  after  the  last 
war  there  was  much  talk  about  a  beautiful  memorial 
that  the  City  of  Boston  was  going  to  erect  to 
its  heroic  dead.  After  this  war  there  has  been 
much  more  talk  of  what  was  going  to  be  done.  I 
was  a  member  of  the  White  Fund  when  it  was 
planned  to  take  money  from  the  White  Fund  to 
erect  a  building  out  in  the  Fenway.  Plans  for 
that  were  later  dropped.  Then  there  was  the 
plan  to  plant  a  tree  somewhere  in  the  city  in 
the  memory  of  each  and  every  individual  resident 
of  the  city  who  had  laid  down  his  life  in  defense 
of  his  country.  Nothing  has  come  of  that.  I 
read  in  the  papers  that  other  cities  are  planning 
great  memorials  to  the  boys  who  have  given 
their  lives.  The  residents  of  those  other  cities, 
smaller  communities  in  the  state,  have  done 
something  for  their  heroic  dead.  And  apparently 
we  are  just  going  to  let  it  drop.  The  plaque  on 
the  Common  is  merely  temporary,  and  it  was 
never  intended  to  be  a  permanent  structure.  If 
we  should  plan  something  in  the  way  of  a  memorial 
to  all  the  veterans  who  have  died  in  the  world  that 
we  might  live,  Boston  owes  just  as  much  to  those 
veterans  as  any  other  community  or  any  other 
city,  and  I  would  like  to  see  something  con- 
structive done,  and  the  first  step  on  that,  I  think, 
is  the  appointment  of  a  planning  board,  the 
appointment  of  some  commission  or  committee  to 
look  into  it  and  make  some  plans. 

Passed  under  suspension  of  the  rule. 


COUNCIL    MEETINGS    AT    10    A.    M. 
ON   MONDAYS. 

Coun.  HANNON  offered  the  following: 

Ordered,  That  the  regular  meeting  of  the 
City  Council  be  hereafter  held  on  Monday  at 
10  a.  m.  unless  otherwise  ordered. 

The  order  was  declared  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  Rules. 

Coun.  HANNON— Mr.  President,  I  con- 
gratulate you  on  referring  it,  and  I  hope  they  do 
something. 

President  KELLY — I  will  ask  the  chairman  of 
the  Committee  on  Rules  if  he  will  hold  a  meeting 
this  week. 

The  order  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
Rules. 


SIDEWALKS  ON   GASTON   STREET, 
WARD    12. 

Coun.  COOK  offered  the  following: 
Ordered,    That    the    Commissioner    of    Public 
Works    be    requested,    through    his    Honor    the 
Mayor,  to  install  granolithic  sidewalks  on  Gaston 
street,  Ward  12. 

Passed  under  suspension  of  the  rule. 


NAMING     OF     MARINE     PARK     BAND- 
STAND  AND   SUMMER   CONCERTS. 

Coun.  SCANNELL  and  LINEHAN  offered  the 
following: 

Ordered,  That  the  Park  Commission  be  re- 
quested, through  his  Honor  the  Mayor,  to  name 
the  newly  constructed  bandstand  at  Marine  Park 
in  honor  of  South  Boston  veterans  who  served  in 
all  wars;    and  be  it  further 

Ordered,  That  the  Park  Commission  be  re- 
quested to  arrange  a  schedule  of  nightly  and  Sunday 
band  concerts  for  the  summer  months. 

Passed  under  suspension  of  the  rule. 


ASSESSMENT   OF   SUFFOLK   DOWNS   AND 
TAX   ON    WAGERS   AND   ADMISSIONS. 

Coun.   MUCHNICK  offered  the  following: 
Ordered,  That  the  Board  of  Assessors  be  in- 
structed   by    his    Honor   the    Mayor    to    consider 
the    advisability    of    increasing    the    real    estate 
assessment  on  the  Suffolk  Downs  property. 

Ordered,  That  his  Honor  the  Mayor  instruct  his 
Legislative  Counsel  to  introduce  legislation  to  the 
Great  and  General  Court  authorizing  the  City  of 
Boston  to  levy  a  tax  of  five  (5)  per  cent  of  the 
amount  wagered  daily  at  Suffolk  Downs. 
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Ordered,  That  his  Honor  the  Mayor  instruct  his 
Legislative  Counsel  to  introduce  legislation  to  the 
Great  and  General  Court  authorizing  the  City 
of  Boston  to  assess  a  tax  in  the  sum  of  ten  (10)  per 
cent  on  all  admission  charges  collected  daily  from 
patrons  at  Suffolk  Downs. 

Coun.  MUCHNICK— Mr.  President,  in  the 
last  five  or  six  months  particularly  there  has  been 
a  tremendous  amount  of  talk  concerning  the ' 
expenses  of  the  city  and  the  necessity  for  raising 
increased  revenue.  There  are  several  ways  in 
which  the  problems  can  be  attacked,  and  so  far 
it  seems  to  me  that  the  Mayor  has  taken  very  few 
of  those  methods.  The  expenses  of  the  city 
might  have  been  reduced  without  impairing  the 
efficiency  of  the  work  done  by  the  city.  I  say 
might,  because  I  am  not  sure  that  that  could  have 
been  done,  but  at  any  rate  it  was  not  done  and  the 
expenses  were  increased.  I  don't  know  whether 
any  of  the  benefits  the  city  gives  to  its  citizens 
have  been  increased  along  with  it.  Then  there 
was  a  lot  of  talk  and  practically  no  action  on  the 
question  of  providing  increased  revenue  to  the 
city.  The  Mayor  at  one  time  filed  a  bill  asking 
for  authority  to  borrow  $10,000,000.  The  Legis- 
lature turned  that  bill  down,  and  in  my  opinion 
were  very  wise  in  doing  so.  Since  then  nothing 
much  has  been  done  except  a  lot  of  talk  about 
what  could  have  been  done  had  the  ten  million 
gone  through.  Now  it  seems  to  me  that  we  must 
face  this  problem,  as  well  as  any  other  city  problem, 
with  a  certain  amount  of  realism.  There  is  a 
certain  amount  of  property  in  Boston  that  can  be 
taxed,  and  there  are  certain  avenues  from  which 
we  can  realize  enough  money  to  run  the  city,  and 
roughly  those  avenues  are  either  in  the  necessity 
class  or  in  the  luxury  class.  Real  estate  has  been 
bearing  the  brunt  of  all  taxes  in  this  city,  and  in 
all  other  cities,  up  until  recently,  and  that  clearly 
is  in  the  necessity  class.  If  cities  are  going  to 
provide  further  benefits  to  their  citizens,  or  to 
continue  to  provide  those  which  they  now  provide 
at  increased  cost,  then  they  must  have  increased 
revenue,  and  it  seems  very  unfair  and  very  unwise 
to  take  it  from  those  commodities  which  are 
necessities  of  life.  In  suggesting  the  three  orders 
that  are  now  before  the  Council,  the  suggestion  is 
made  that  taxes  be  levied  against  an  industry 
which  is  clearly  only  in  the  luxury  class,  and 
these  three  orders,  while  they  relate  to  the  same 
business  and  to  the  same  owners,  are  of  three 
different  kinds,  and  I  would  like  to  speak  on  them 
separately.  I  suggest  that  the  assessment  at 
Suffolk  Downs,  the  real  estate  assessment,  be 
raised,  and  raised  considerably.  At  the  present 
time  the  property  there  is  assessed  for  approxi- 
mately two  million  dollars,  and  that  property 
should  be  assessed  for  much  more.  The  exact 
figure  of  the  assessment  I  do  not  know.  I  do  not 
claim  to  be  an  expert  in  the  assessment  of  real 
estate,  but  I  am  sure  that  the  department  down- 
stairs will  be  able  to  handle  that.  Mr.  Kelly,  the 
chairman  of  the  Board  of  Assessors,  was  quoted 
in  the  newspapers  last  week  as  saying  that  he  was 
in  favor  of  an  increase,  and  that  that  increase 
should  be  based  on  the  replacement  value  of  the 
building  and  on  the  reasonable  assessment  value 
of  the  land,  among  other  things.  With  that  I 
would  not  disagree  at  all,  but  it  seems  to  me  that 
in  determining  what  is  reasonable  for  the  land 
value  the  board  should  take  into  consideration 
the  fact  that  a  little  more  than  50  per  cent  of  the 
stock  ownership  in  that  company  recently  brought 
the  sum  of  $3,600,000.  That  brings  the  value  of 
that  business,  in  the  minds  of  the  majority  stock- 
holders, to  approximately  seven  million  dollars. 
Now,  that  seven  million  dollars  does  not  represent' 
the  land  and  building  values  alone.  The  $3,600,000 
represents  the  right  to  control  the  business  and 
the  right  to  run  the  business,  and  the  right  to 
exercise  the  privilege  of  racing  horses,  and  I  know 
that  it  Carrie?  along  with  it  certain  other  privileges 
of  operating  the  business  and  owning  the  majority 
of  the  stock.  But  if  we  stop  to  analyze  the 
Suffolk  Downs  picture  it  is.  all  wound  up  with  the 
piece  of  real  estate,  and  I  feel  that  if  we  were  to 
summons  the  books  of  Suffolk  Downs  we  would 
find  that  its  primary  asset  as  carried  on  its  books 
is  the  real  estate.  And  that  would  clearly  apply 
to  the  land  and  should  enable  the  tax  assessors 
to  fix  what  would  be  reasonable.  On  the  question 
of  the  building,  it  is  my  understanding  that  Mr. 
Kelly  says  that  the  replacement  cost,  less  certain 
deductions,  is  what  should  determine  the  fair 
assessment  value.  With  that  I  am  perfectly 
willing  to  agree.  I  am  convinced,  although  I 
have  not  had  a  chance  to  check  it,  that  the  in- 


surance that  is  carried  on  that  building  at  Suffolk 
Downs  would  probably  in  and  of  itself  be  greater 
than  the  amount  of  the  present  total  assessment, 
because  insurance  costs  and  insurance  policies  are 
also  based  on  replacement  values  of  buildings. 
Now,  it  seems  to  me,  Mr.  President,  that  the  Tax 
Assessing  Department,  which  asks  how  much 
insurance  people  carry  on  their  properties,  which 
asks  the  owner's  own  valuation  in  the  application 
for  abatement,  should  have  the  right  to  examine 
the  books  of  a  company  and  base  their  opinion  on 
the  owner's  own  valuation.  With  reference  to 
the  other  two  orders,  the  City  of  New  York  has 
recently 

Coun.  HANNON— Mr.  President. 

President  KELLY — For  what  purpose  does  the 
gentleman  rise? 

Coun.  HANNON — A  point  of  order. 

President  KELLY — State  your  point  of  order. 

Coun.  HANNON — I  think  that  the  councilor 
should  take  his  bills  one  at  a  time.  I  think  that 
courte%y  should  be  extended  to  the  other  members 
of  the  Council  in  case  they  wish  to  enter  into 
the  debate  on  any  of  the  three  orders.  As  long 
as  there  is  a  question  here  we  might  as  well 
straighten  it  out. 

President  KELLY — The  point  is  well  taken. 
The  question  is  on  the  suspension  of  the  rule  and 
the  passage  of  the  first  order. 

Coun.  HANNON — Is  the  gentleman  through  on 
the  first  order? 

President  KELLY — The  gentleman  said  he  was 
through. 

Coun.  MUCHNICK— No,  Mr.  President.  If 
they  are  going  to  be  taken  up  individually  I  am 
not  through. 

Coun.  HANNON — I  think  it  should  be  made 
clear  that  the  councilor  is  talking  on  only  the  first 
order. 

Coun.  MUCHNICK— That  is  very  clear  to  me. 

President  KELLY— The  Chair  will  rule  that 
you  are  talking  on  the  first  order. 

Coun.  MUCHNICK— In  view  of  the  request 
that  the  three  orders  be  carried  separately,  I 
move  that  the  first  order  be  sent  to  the  Executive 
Committee  and  that  we  invite  the  corporation 
counsel  and  a  member  of  the  Board  of  Assessors 
to  come  up  to  answer  questions. 

The  question  came  on  Councilor  Muchnick's 
motion  that  the  order  regarding  the  advisability 
of  increasing  the  real  estate  assessment  on  Suffolk 
Downs  be  sent  to  the  Executive  Committee. 

Coun.  HANNON— Mr.  President,  I  have  no 
objection  to  this  matter  going  to  the  executive 
session,  but  I  am  going  to  suggest  that  we  hold 
the  exeoutive  session  sometime  other  than  today. 
I  don't  think  there  is  any  sense  in  wasting  an 
hour  here,  and  then  after  you  take  up  thirty  or 
forty  minutes  suggest  that  it  be  sent  to  some 
committee  so  that  you  can  go  in  there  and  talk 
again.  I  think  if  a  matter  is  going  to  be  referred 
to  a  committee  there  is  no  sense  in  debating  it  here 
and  getting  in  your  say,  excluding  everybody  else, 
and  then  asking  it  go  to  some  committee,  and  then 
get  in  there  and  be  heard  again.  I  commend  my 
good  friend  from  Ward  14  for  bringing  these 
orders  in  here,  but  I  hope  that  we  may  expedite 
the  matters  here  somewhat.  We  have  gone 
through  a  Curley  fight  and  now  I  hope  we  are 
not  going  through  a  taxation  problem  here,,  and 
then  go  out  to  the  executive  session  and  go  through 
it  again.  Let  us  try  to  expedite  things  here. 
Let  us  have  some  sympathy  for  the  stenographer, 
if  not  for  ourselves. 

President  KELLY — For  the  councilor's  informa- 
tion, the  Chair  was  going  to  pass  it  under  sus- 
pension of  the  rule,  but  the  councilor  has  asked  to 
have  it  sent  to  the  executive  session.  What  is 
the  wish  of  the  Body?  Councilor  Muchnick  asks 
that  the  order  be  sent  to  the  executive  session. 

Coun.  MUCHNICK— Mr.  President,  I  have  no 
objection,  if  this  goes  to  executive,  to  have  it 
heard  there  the  next  time  the  Executive  Com- 
mittee meets.  I  do  not  press  it  being  heard 
today. 

The  order  was  referred  to  the  Executive  Com- 
mittee. 

Coun.  MUCHNICK— Mr.  President,  in 
reference  to  the  other  two  orders  here,  we  can  save 
a  lot  of  time  if  thev  are  taken  up  together. 

Coun.  HANNON— Mr.  President,  I  do  not 
mind  as  long  as  there  is  no  debate  on  them.  If 
I  am  giing  to  debate  with  a  party  here,  I  should 
like  to  debate  them  one  by  one. 

President  KELLY — You  will  be  heard,  councilor. 

Coun.  MUCHNICK— Mr.  President,  there  are 
several  remarks  that  I  wish  to  make  in  reference  to 
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the  other  two  orders  bul  1  am  purposelj  going  to 
hold  uil  making  those  a<  this  time  and  I  move 
that  those  two  orders  be  sen!  to  the  executive 
session. 

The    orders    were    referred    to    the    Executive 
i  Committee. 


STATEMENT    HV   PRESIDENT    KELLY. 

President  KELLY  made  the  following  statement: 

Last  week,  during  the  debate,  the  Chair,  desiring 
to  In1  fair  with  all  members,  made  a  ruling  which  I 
have  since  learned  was  over-liberal  in  its  result. 
In  onlor  that,  in  the  future,  we  may  understand 
the  rights  of  councilors  who  have  the  Boor,  1  wish 
to  lead  the  following  taken  from  Cushing's  Manual 
on  Parliamentary  Procedure: 

"A  member  in  possession  of  the  floor  may  yield 
it  to  another  on  request  for  a  temporary  pur- 
pose. ...  If  the  floor  is  yielded  for  a  motion 
to  postpone  or  adjourn,  and  no  postponement  or 
adjournment  takes  place,  the  floor  is  restored  to 
the  member  originally  in  possession  of  it.  The 
same  is  true  if  a  member  in  possession  of  the  floor 
yields  it  for  the  purpose  of  explanation,  but,  if  he 
relinquishes  it  for  any  other  cause,  such  yielding 
is  held  to  be  unconditional  and  the  floor  is  free  to 
any  other  member." 

In  other  words,  gentlemen,  when  you  legally 
have  the  floor  you  may  yield  it  only  to  explain  or 
answer  a  question,  or  to  permit  a  motion  to  post- 
pone or  adjournment.  If  you  yield  it  for  any 
other  reason,  you  yield  it  unconditionally.  In 
view  of  this  rule,  the  Chair,  hereafter,  will  not 
permit  a  member  to  unconditionally  yield  the 
floor  to  another  member,  because  by  permitting 
this  the  Chair  would  be  transferring  to  the  mem- 
bers a  right  and  duty  which  reposes  in  the  Chair 
alone. 


ACCEPTANCE   OF   CHAPTER   219, 
ACTS    OF    1946. 

Coun.  LANE  offered  the  following: 
Ordered,  That  chapter  219  of  the  Acts  of  1946, 
entitled  "  An  Act  Increasing  the  Amounts  of  Cer- 
tain Annuities  Payable  by  the  City  of  Boston 
Under  Special  Law  to  the  Widows  of  Former 
Policemen  and  Firemen,"  be,  and  hereby  is, 
accepted. 

Passed  under  suspension  of  the  rule. 


SOUND   EQUIPMENT   IN    COUNCIL 
CHAMBER. 

Coun.  LANE  offered  the  following: 

Ordered,  That  the  City  /Messenger  be  directed 
to  arrange  for  the  installation  of  a  sound  system 
in  the  City  Council  Chamber  in  order  that  the 
proceedings  may  be  heard  by  all  those  present  on 
the  floor  and  in  the  gallery. 

Referred  to  the  Committee  on  Rules. 


Coun.  LANE  in  the  chair. 


IMPROVEMENT    OF    FORT    HILL 
OBSERVATORY. 

Coun.  MORIARTY  offered  the  following: 
Ordered,  That  the  Art  Commission  be  requested, 
through  his  Honor  the  Mayor,  to  recreate,  beautify 
and  make  attractive  for  historical  celebrations 
i  In  Fort  Hill  Observatory,  atop  Fort  avenue, 
Ward  11. 

Ordered.  That,  the  Park  Commission  be  re- 
quested, through  his  Honor  the  Mayor,  to  place 
i  In  walks,  land  and  benches  around  the  Fort 
Ilill  Observatory  atop  Fort  avenue,  Ward  11, 
in  first-class  condit  ion. 

Coun.  MORI  \RTY— Mr.  President,  there  \t 
a  relationship  between  these  orders.  Most  sec- 
tions of  the  country  publicize  certain  features  of 
theii  states,  cities  or  townships.  The  Westerners 
publicize  their  weather,  the  mountainous  districts 
i  leu   climate,  and  so  on.     We  here  in   the  Last 

talk  of  our  shores  and  our  recreational  facilities, 
our  mountains  and  our  beaches.  However, 
throughout  New  England  and  Massachusetts, 
and  Boston  in  particular,  we  have  many  historical 
shrines,  places  and  areas  where  history  was  made, 


where     \ riean    history    was    made,    the    results 

of  which  we  here  in  the  Council  today  enjoy  — 
freedom  of  speech,  freedom  of  action — the  founda- 
tion   of    American    democracy.      In    Ward    11    in 
Koxbury  we  have  one  of  the  early  battlegrounds 
known   as  Fort   Ilill.      In  early  American  history, 
upon  the  spot  which  is  now  Fort  Hill  was  fought 
probably  what   was   the  most  important  military 
engagement   in   our   early   American   history.     It 
pales  into  insignificance  the    battles    of    Bunker 
Hill    and     Dorchester    Heights.     The    Battle    of 
Hunker     Hill     was    a    complete    defeat    for    the 
American  forces,  though  we  do  memorialize  and 
perpetuate    the    area    because    of    the    gallantry 
and  the  determination  of  the  forces  armed  with 
nothing  more  than  pitchforks,  and  probably  base- 
ball bats,  or  the  then  equivalent  of  baseball  bats. 
The  Battle  of  Fort  Hill,  as  I  said,  was  probably 
the     most,     important     military     engagement     in 
early  American  history.     When  the  British  forces 
took  over  Bunker  Hill  they  advanced  into  Rox- 
bury   in   hopes   of   reaching   Dedham,    where   the 
ammunition  dumps  were  then  located.     However, 
General  Washington  was  urged  to  come  on  from 
New  York — Ticonderoga,   I   believe — to  establish 
the    strategy,_    to    repulse    and    throw    back    the 
British,  and  it  was  at  this  site  where  the  British 
forces  were  routed  and  repulsed,   and  eventually 
forced  to  get  completely  out  of  Boston  and  go  to 
Nova    Scotia    and    New    York.     We    here    today 
have  been  talking  about  perpetuating  the  memories 
of  those  who  died  in  battle.     In  the  days  of  early 
American    history    they,    too,    established    forts, 
memorials  and  monuments,  which  are  now  reach- 
ing a  state  of  decay,  wrack  and  ruin.     We  can't 
adopt    the    cynical    policy    of — what    about    pos- 
terity; posterity  has  never  done  anything  for  us. 
However,    we   are   in   hopes   that   some   day   the 
public   officials   will   want  to   maintain   and   keep 
up  the  memorials  that  we  would  like  to  establish 
today   to    preserve   the   memories    of   those    who 
fought  for  us  in  battle.     As   I  say,   in   Roxbury 
we  have   a  monument  structurally   of   more   his- 
toric value  than  Bunker  Hill,   which  is  going  to 
wrack  and  ruin.     I  guess  a  good  many  of  us  here 
have  never  seen  it,  but  it  goes  133  feet  into  the 
air.     I    read    that    the    Art    Commission    availed 
themselves  of  funds — I  believe  through  the  Phillips 
Fund — to  restore  this  fort  and  appointed  a  com- 
mittee   to    rebuild   it.     I    would   like   to   likewise 
urge  the  Park  Commissioner  to  beautify  this  area. 
It    is    high    ground,    where    mothers    during    the 
summertime  find  great  pleasure  and  enjoyment  in 
going  with  their  children  where  they  may  over- 
look a  greater  part  of  Boston.     I  urge  that  the 
Park  Commissioner  send  some  men  up  there  to 
rebuild  the  walks,  to  seed  the  ground,  and  to  give 
it  some  attention.     It  is  a  sad  thing  that  we  in 
the  Council  have  to  instruct  them  regarding  the 
duties    that    they    ordinarily    should    carry    out 
themselves.   _  They  maintain  inspectors  who  should 
make  periodic  checkups  on  such  places.     I  can't 
be  too  strong  in  urging  that  the  Park  Commis- 
sioner and  the  Art  Commission  do  something  to 
recreate   and   rebeautify   Fort   Hill   and   make   it 
the  war  monument  that  it  should  be. 

Coun.  KINSELLA — Mr.  President,  of  course  I 
heartily  agree  with  Councilor  Moriarty  that  some- 
thing ought  to  be  done  about  these  memorials 
which  have  been  allowed  to  fall  into  a  state  not 
only  of  disrepair  but  disrepute,  because  it  is  a 
reflection  on  the  community  spirit  where  they  are 
located.  But  Councilor  Moriarty  is  just  a  young 
man  here  in  comparison  with  me,  althoiT&h  I  do 
not  crow  about  my  seniority,  and  it  is  a  little  dis- 
turbing and  disappointing  to  hear  a  young  man 
like  Councilor  Moriarty,  who  has  such  a  World 
War  record  himself  in  this  last  war,  draw  a  thin  line 
between  any  two  battles  of  the  American  Revolu- 
tion, because  in  my  opinion  there  is  nothing  un- 
important about  any  battle,  where  human  beings 
are  killed.  One  of  the  worst  practices  I  find  today 
is  amongst  the  younger  veterans,  who  have  a 
tendency  to  refer  to  World  War  I  as  a  popgun  war. 
And  in  turn  the  World  War  I  veterans  have  been 
guilty  of  making  such  sly  and  low  references  to  the 
Spanish-American  War.  I  do  not  agree  with  any- 
body who  says  that  a  death  or  an  injury  in  battle 
is  unimportant,  and  where  our  country's  life  is  at 
slake  I  would  not  want  to  be  guilty  of  saying  that 
one  battle  is  more  important  than  another.  Now, 
I  understand  that  the  historians  agree  that  it  was 
the  Spanish  War  that  elevated  the  United  States 
of  America  from  the  rank  of  a  third-class  power  to 
the  rank  of  a  first-class  power,  yet  the  World  War 
I  veterans  look  at  the  score  and  call  it  a  popgun 
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war.  Now  these  young  fellows  today  are  calling 
the  World  War  I  veterans,  veterans  of  a  popgun 
war.  All  around  us  we  can  see  today  the  evidences 
of  how  unimportant  that  war  was,  with  our  hos- 
pitals still  filled  with  crippled  men,  well  along  in 
years  now,  many  of  them  twenty-five  or  twenty- 
seven  years  on  the  flat  of  their  backs.  So  that  I  am 
disturbed  to  see  a  young  man  with  a  real  good  war 
record  of  his  own,  a  fellow  whom  I  respect  person- 
ally, draw  a  line  of  distinction  between  the  im- 
portance of  Charlestown  and  Roxbury.  Now,  I 
suggest  that  if  possibly  Councilor  Moriarty  tried  to 
find  reference  to  the  Battle  of  Bhnker  Hill  in  any 
of  the  English  publications,  which  they  use  in  the 
schools  of  England,  he  would  find  that  they  do 
not  like  to  be  reminded  of  the  Battle  of  Bunker  Hill. 
But  I  have  always  thought  from  what  I  was  told, 
and  what  I  have  picked  up  in  conversation,  that  at 
Charlestown — and  I  hope  I  am  not  going  to  lay 
myself  open  to  a  very  bitter  rejoinder — at  Charles- 
town they  fought  and  bled,  even  if  they  were  de- 
feated. I  wonder,  did  they  fight  and  die  at  that 
place  in  Roxbury? 

Coun.  MORIARTY— Mr.  President,  I  suggest 
that  the  councilor  is  absolutely  not  right  about 
Roxbury.  My  authority  is  not  just  something  I 
recall  from  reading  in  the  eighth  grade. 

Chairman  LANE — Have  you  yielded  the  floor 
to  Councilor  Moriarty? 

Coun.  KINSELLA — I  am  asking  the  question, 
if  they  actually  fought  on  that  location  that  he  seeks 
to  beautify. 

Coun.  MORIARTY— They  did.  Does  he  expect 
details  in  reply? 

Coun.  KINSELLA — I  do  not  want  the  details. 
Well  then,  the  historians  are  derelict,  because  after 
nine  years  of  grammar  school  and  four  years  in 
high  school  I  do  not  think  I  find  a  reference  to  that 
place.  However,  I  will  vote  for  this.  I  want  to  be 
recorded  as  magnanimous  enough  to  go  along  with 
a  moderate  request  for  recognition,  although  the 
people  who  have  lived  between  then  and  now  did 
not  see  fit  to  recognize  it.  We  have  a  shaft  in 
Charlestown  that  they  brought  a  Frenchman  over 
to  dedicate — Lafayette — and  I  do  not  mean 
Lafayette  Mulligan.  That  was  dedicated  in  1825, 
and  the  only  thing  I  know  about  it  is  tha.t  it  stands 
221  feet  above  an  86-foot  elevation,  which  was 
used,  as  much  as  anything  else,  to  look  out  for  the 
British  fleet,  which  the  Americans  were  always 
eager  to  engage.  History  so  records  it.  But  I  am 
willing  to  do  what  I  can  for  this.  I  think  they 
ought  to  get  some  sort  of  recognition  after  a  hun- 
dred and  some  odd  years.  I  will  do  my  utmost, 
considerable  or  inconsiderable,  as  it  may  demand, 
to  see  that  Roxbury  is  finally  included  as  one  of  the 
places  where  a  battle  of  the  Revolution  took  place. 
I  think  it  is  cruel  that  they  have  been  so  long  for- 
gotten, but  I  am  inclined  to  believe  that  that  watch 
tower  was  put  up  there  originally  for  another  pur- 
pose than  the  councilor  says, — to  watch  for  hostile 
Indians,  and  then  for  the  protection  of  Charles- 
town. I  think  that  that  was  the  reason  for  it, 
though  I  may  be  wrong. 

Coun.  RTJSSO — Mr.  President,  I  am  going  on 
with  the  discussion  as  far  as  our  historical  section 
of  the  city  and  its  shrines  is  concerned.  I  do  not 
disagree  with  the  gentlemen  who  have  spoken  so 
far  as  their  respective  districts  are  concerned,  but 
they  have  not  mentioned  the  fact  that  in  Ward  3, 
only  a  stone's  throw  from  this  very  City  Hall,  we 
have  also  a  great  historical  section,  where  the  Bos- 
ton Massacre  took  place,  right  at  the  corner  of 
State  and  Congress  streets.  So  that  therefore  I  do 
hope  that  when  they  are  outlining  the  historical 
sections  they  will  not  forget  where  the  first  man 
fell  on  account  of  the  liberty  that  we  are  now  en- 
joying today,  and  that  is  at  the  spot  which  I  have 
just  indicated.  Certainly  there  are  many  places 
throughout  our  city  where  something  should  be 
done  in  the  way  of  placing  memorials  or  plaques, 
so  that  the  visitors  to  the  City  of  Boston  may  know 
more  about  the  history  of  our  city. 

The  order  was  passed  under  suspension  of  the 
rule. 


TRANSFER   TO    PARK    DEPARTMENT    OF 
WARD  17  LAND. 

Coun.  KEENAN  offered  the  following: 
Ordered,  That  the  Board  of  Real  Estate  Com- 
missioners be  requested,  through  his  Honor  the 
Mayor,  to  transfer  to  the  custody  of  the  Park  De- 
partment the  land  at  the  corner  of  Washington 
street  and  Gallivan   Boulevard,   Ward   17,   which 


was  taken  under  tax  title  proceedings,  to  be  de- 
veloped as  a  playground. 

Coun.  KEENAN — Mr.  President,  this  is  similar 
to  the  order  which  I  introduced  on  July  25,  1945. 
The  purpose  of  reintroducing  this  order  today  is 
that  last  Saturday  evening  at  11.30  I  received  a 
phone  call  from  one  of  the  boys  in  the  neighborhood 
telling  me  that  some  of  them  had  been  arrested  by 
the  police  officers  of  Station  11  for  playing  ball  at 
the  Woodrow  Wilson  School,  and  that  they  were 
brought  down  to  Station  11  and  the  captain  locked 
them  up  in  the  cells.  I  was  down  to  Dorchester 
Court  this  morning.  At  this  time  I  want  to  thank 
the  councilor  from  Ward  13,  who  came  down  to  do 
what  he  could  as  an  attorney,  and  I  also  want  to 
congratulate  his  Honor,  the  Judge  of  the  Dor- 
chester Court,  for  the  fine  work  he  did  in  dismissing 
the  case  without  having  a  record  against  the  young 
boys.  There  were  eleven  of  the  young  men  who 
appeared  in  the  Dorchester  Court  this  morning, 
and  every  one  was  a  veteran,  boys  who  had  served 
at  Guadalcanal,  all  over  the  United  States,  and  all 
oyer  the  world,  who  had  been  arrested  Saturday 
night  and  brought  down  and  were  then  brought 
into  Dorchester  Court  for  the  very  simple  thing  of 
playing  baseball  in  a  school  yard.  Now,  if  this  order 
is  passed  and  his  Honor  the  Mayor  sees  fit  to  put 
a  playground  in  that  section,  the  land  being  owned 
by  the  City  of  Boston,  the  Planning  Board  has 
prepared  a  plan  that  I  have  here,  dated  May  1, 
1942.  There  is  no  money  to  be  laid  out  other  than 
leveling  the  land  and  putting  up  benches  and  a 
backstop.  I  think  it  would  be  a  help  and  a  benefit 
to  the  community,  because  in  that  section  there  is 
no  playground.  I  ask  a  suspension  of  the  rule  and 
the  passage  of  the  order. 

The  order  was  passed  under  suspension  of  the 
rule. 


TRAFFIC  HAZARD,  WARD   19. 

Coun.  McCORMACK  offered  the  following: 
Ordered,  That  the  Park  Commission  be  re- 
quested, through  his  Honor  the  Mayor,  to  make 
necessary  physical  changes  so  as  to  eliminate  the 
accident  hazard  in  the  northwest  quadrant  of  the 
traffic  circle  at  Arborway,  Centre  street,  and  May 
street,  in  Ward  19. 

Passed,  under  suspension  of  the  rule. 


REPORT    OF    FINANCE    COMMISSION    RE 
MUNICIPAL  EMPLOYEES. 

Coun.  LINEHAN— Mr.  President,  I  would  like 
to  ask  the  clerk,  through  you,  sir,  if  it  is  possible 
to  discuss  the  report  of  the  Finance  Commission 
as  a  result  of  an  order  filed  by  me  last  week  in 
regard  to  the  pay  roll  situation  of  the  City  of 
Boston.  I  think  the  report  is  in  the  hands  of  the 
members  of  the  City  Council. 

Chairman  LANE — Will  the  gentleman  suspend 
for  a  minute?  The  Clerk  will  include  in  the  min- 
utes of  the  meeting  the  report  of  the  Finance  Com- 
mission, and  then  you  may  discuss  it. 

The  report  was  as  follows: 

City  of  Boston, 
Finance  Commission,  May  6,  1946. 
To  the  Honorable  the  Mayor  and  City  Council. 

In  the  Finance  Commission's  latest  annual 
report  of  the  situation  with  respect  to  the  admin- 
istration of  municipal  affairs  in  Boston  is  the 
observation  that  "through  the  tangled  skein  of 
department  organization  and  administration  are 
several  conspicuous  threads  of  duplication,  lack  of 
coordination,  lac<v  of  programming,  inefficient 
assignment  of  personnel,  surplus  and  shortages  of 
personnel,  unused  systems,  and  similar  defects. 
In  other  words,  the  root  causes  lie  in 
such  fundamental  areas  as  budgeting,  co-ordin- 
ation of  function,  programming,  enforcement  of 
systems." 

In  supplying  the  Council  with  the  statistical 
history  of  pay  roll  changes  since  January  1,  1946, 
in  those  departments  which  are  under  the  control 
of  the  Mayor,  the  commission  again  points  out 
that  the  above  quotation  tells  why  each  annual 
announcement  of  Boston's  tax  rate  makes  tax- 
payers gasp.  Nevertheless,  little  has  happened 
yet  which  would  indicate  a  reversal  of  these 
conditions. 

The  many  studies  which  the  Finance  Com- 
mission has  made  have  amply  demonstrated  that 
it  is  principally  in  the  pay  roll  requirements  that 
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change  must  be  obtained,  if  the  cost  of  municipal 
service  is  to  be  brought  down  to  a  figure  which  the 
taxpayers  can  accept  as  reasonable.  It  is  not 
alone  the  elimination  of  positions  as  they  become 
vacant,  which  has  been  often  promised  but  seldom 
accomplished,  but  it  is  by  the  elimination  of  all 
unnecessary  positions,  even  before  the  occupant 
passes  away  or  reaches  retirement  age.  that  the 
pay  roll  requirements  can  be  brought  to  a  level 
which  will  permit  the  proper  expenditure  for  plant 
maintenance  without  a  crippling  tax  rate. 

This  present  administration  is  daily  finding 
more  and  more  evidence  that  its  predecessors 
have,  in  plant  maintenance,  neglected  to  take  the 
proverbial  "stitch  in  time  to  save  nine."  What 
must  be  realized  is  that  it  is  the  continuing  volume 
of  pay  roll  payments  which  have  forced  admin- 
istrators to  neglect,  plant  in  order  that  the  pay 
roll  requirements  might  be  guaranteed,  i.  e.,  that 
the  appropriations  for  maintenance  would  not 
reach  a  figure  which  would  make  collection  of  the 
resulting  tax  rate  impossible. 

The  commission  has  long  advocated  a  survey  of 
the  scope  requiring  special  facilities  to  provide  a 
new  determination  of  the  municipal  services 
actually  necessary;  then  how  many  employees  are 
needed  to  operate  these  services;  and,  finally, 
what  they  should  cost.  Incidental  to  prepar- 
ation of  a  report  of  that  nature,  the  survey  should 
reveal  evidence  of  the  number  of  city  employees 
whose  employment  is  unnecessary;  and  a  natural 
corollary  would  be  a  determination  of  the  form  of 
government  which  could  and  most  likely  would 
bring  about  the  needed  change. 

Not  all  city  departments  are  overstaffed  today; 
but  many  are  carrying  on  their  pay  rolls  names  of 
employees  who  do  nothing  to  earn  their  pay, 
many  who  give  at  best  only  a  part-time  service, 
and  more  particularly  many  whose  services  would 


not  be  needed  if  the  services  attempted  were 
limited  to  actual  requirement  and  then  were 
scientifically  coordinated.  Many  worthy  services 
are  scattered.  Duplications  result.  Hence  many 
more  employees  than  should  be  necessary  are  on 
the  pay  rolls. 

The  new  administration  has  had  four  months  to 
develop  its  keynote  policies.  What  has  taken 
place  in  this  time  may  be  assumed  to  be  illustrative 
of  what  the  trend  of  this  next  four  years  will  be. 
Anyone  who  reads  the  figures,  therefore,  can 
readily  grasp  whether  or  not  it  is  the  chosen  policy 
to  make  any  effort  to  revamp  administration,  to 
eliminate  unnecessary  pay  roll. 

A  foreword  to  the  statement  of  the  figures  is 
necessary.  They  do  not  include  pay  roll  changes 
in  the  institutional  departments,  i.e.,  in  the 
operation  of  the  City  Hospital,  the  Sanatorium 
(for  tuberculosis  patients  at  Mattapan)  and  the 
Chronic  Hospital  and  Infirmary  at  Long  Island, 
nor  do  they  include  Police  Department  figures, 
because  pay  roll  changes  in  the  Police  Department 
are  not  within  the  Mayor's  control.  Institutional 
employees  are  not  easy  to  obtain  or  to  hold  in 
employment  because  of  the  character  of  the  work 
and  the  low  pay  as  contrasted  with  wartime  wages 
elsewhere,  and,  as  a  result,  the  daily  overturn  in 
such  employees  is  very  great. 

With  that  explanation,  the  commission  submits 
the  following  exhibit  of  pay  roll  changes  from 
January  1  to  April  16. 

Respectfully  submitted, 
Edward  F.  Mullen,  Chairman, 
Alexander  Wheeler, 
Leo  J.  Dunn, 
Frederick  Deane, 

The  Finance  Commission. 
Robert  E.  Cunniff, 

Secretary. 
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Coun.  LINEHAN— Mr.  President,  we  finally 
have  some  information  which  we  have  been  seeking 
for  some  weeks.  I  refer  the  members  of  the  Council 
to  the  report  of  the  Finance  Commission  dated 
May  6,  1946,  which  I  understand  every  City  Coun- 
cilor has  received  a  copy  of.  Turning  to  pages  1 
and  2  at  the  back  of  the  report,  where  it  gives  some 
statistics,  we  find  a  few  revealing  facts.  Although, 
as  it  says  in  the  report  of  the  Finance  Commission, 
it  does  not  take  into  consideration  all  of  the  de- 
partments which  are  within  the  city,  those  depart- 
ments which  they  were  able  to  get  statistics  on  they 
have  listed  in  this  report.  For  example,  on  page  2 
in  the  back  of  the  report,  we  have  679  employees 
eliminated,  dropped  from  the  pay  roll,  plus  37  re- 
tirements, 28  deaths,  and  67  resignations,  making 
a  total  of  811.  In  regard  to  the  appointments, 
going  over  to  the  last  two  columns,  it  seems  ironic, 
but  the  figure  for  temporary  appointments  of  679 
checks  with  the  679  that  were  dropped  from  the 
pay  roll.  That  is  quite  a  coincidence.  Plus  a  per- 
manent appointment  of  168,  making  a  total  of  847 
added  to  the  pay  rolls  since,  I  believe,  the  inaug- 
uration of  the  present  Mayor  of  the  City  of  Boston. 
Of  course  we  realize  that  getting  these  figures  now 
is  the  result  of  an  order  filed  a  week  ago.  I  kind  of 
smile  when  I  think  of  how  the  Budget  Commis- 
sioner or  the  Auditor  said  that  it  would  take  weeks 
and  weeks  to  get  the  figures,  and  then  I  filed  an 
order  last  week  and  here  we  have  at  least  some  of 
the  Finance  Commission  figures.  How  accurate 
they  are  I  don't  know,  but  at  least  they  do  give  us 
some  information.  This  shows  that  his  Honor  the 
Mayor  made  a  misstatement  when  he  said  that  he 
had  eliminated  1,000  employees  from  the  rolls  of 
the  city.  We  find  a  figure  of  811  eliminated  for  one 
reason  or  another,  against  total  appointments  of 
847.  Going  through  some  of  these  departments, 
you  find  a  few  facts  that  are  quite  revealing.  I 
noticed  one  of  them  was  the  Building  Department. 
No  employees  dropped,  and  15  appointed.  Now,  it 
is  my  understanding  upon  reading  the  record  and 
looking  back  upon  the  last  few  weeks  that  most  of 
them  were  getting  very  good  money  as  inspectors, 
and  I  am  sorry  to  say  that  many  of  them  that  I 
see  in  the  City  Record,  whose  names  appear  in  there, 
were  not  veterans.  Now,  the  Finance  Commission, 
which  was  not  going  to  give  us  the  information, 
finally  gave  it  to  us.  I  am  glad  that  some  public 
body  finally  gave  it  to  us,  take  it  for  what  it  is. 
But  they  overlooked  one  thing  which  they  re- 
quested in  the  order.  I  did  ask  how  many  veterans 
had  been  appointed  under  Mayor  Curley,  and  I 
think  that  figure  could  have  been  compiled  just 
as  easily  as  the  other,  because  they  could  have 
gotten  it  from  the  same  report.  I  am  sorry  to  say 
that  I  can't  say  whether  he  has  appointed  50  vet- 
erans or  100.  I  would  not  be  afraid  to  bet  that  he 
has  not  appointed  many  more  than  150  out  of  600 
or  800-odd.  In  the  first  paragraph  of  the  report  it 
says:  "In  other  words,  the  root  causes  lie  in  such 
fundamental  areas  as  budgeting,  coordination  of 
function,  programming,  enforcement  of  systems." 
That  of  course  does  not  come  under  the  City  Coun- 
cil; it  comes  under  the  Mayor  of  Boston.  So  that 
the  blame  for  any  lack  of  coordination  of  func- 
tions, and  so  forth,  rests  upon  his  Honor  the  Mayor. 
It  also  points  out  at  the  bottom  of  the  first  page  of 
the  report;  "It  is  not  alone  the  elimination  of  posi- 
tions as  they  become  vacant,  which  has  been  often 
promised" — if  I  remember  correctly,  by  his  Honor 
the  Mayor;  I  think  during  the  inauguration  he 
promised  it — "but  seldom  accomplished,  but  it 
is  by  the  elimination  of  all  unnecessary  positions, 
even  before  the  occupant  passes  away  or  reaches 
retirement  age,  that  the  pay  roll  requirements  can 
be  brought  to  a  level  which  will  permit  the  proper  , 
expenditure  for  plant  maintenance  without  a 
crippling  tax  rate.'^  Now,  the  Finance  Commission 
does  say  that  some  of  the  fault  rests  on  past  ad- 
ministrations, due  to  the  fact  that  they  did  not 
maintain  the  equipment  during  the  war  years,  plus 
the  years  previous  to  that.  It  goes  on  to  say:  "  Not 
all  city  departments  are  overstaffed  today;  but 
many  are  carrying  on  their  pay  rolls  names  of  em- 
ployees who  do  nothing  to  earn  their  pay,  many 
who  give  at  best  only  a  part-time  service,  and  more 
particularly  many  whose  services  would  not  be 
needed  if  the  services  attempted  were  limited  to 
actual  requirement  and  then  were  scientifically 
coordinated.  Many  worthy  services  are  scattered. 
Duplications  result.  Hence  many  more  employees 
than  should  be  necessary  are  on  the  pay  rolls.  The 
new  administration  has  had  four  months  to  develop 
its  keynote  policies.  What  has  taken  place  in  this 
time  may  be  assumed  to  be  illustrative  of  what  the 
trend  of  this  next  four  years  will  be.    Anyone  who 


reads  the  figures,  therefore,  can  readily  grasp 
whether  or  not  it  is  the. chosen  policy  to  make  any 
effort  to  revamp  administration,  to  eliminate  un- 
necessary pay  roll."  I  am  sorry  to  say  that  up  to 
this  time  we  have  not  seen  any  effort  on  the  part 
of  his  Honor  the  Mayor  to  eliminate  any  of  the  so- 
called  unnecessary  employees.  Whether  he  has 
placed  more  on  the  pay  rolls  than  were  there,  I 
don't  know.  But,  mind  you,  when  I  say  "dropped," 
that  does  not  mean  he  fired  them.  They  may  have 
had  a  temporary  employment  running  out,  or  there 
may  have  been  many  other  reasons.  So  that  I  can't 
give  credit  for  eliminating  all  those  who  resigned, 
and  so  forth.  I  want  to  take  at  this  time  the  oppor- 
tunity of  thanking  the  Finance  Commission  for 
changing  its  mind  and  furnishing  the  members  of 
the  City  Council  with  some  statistics  which  were 
requested  in  my  order,  but  I  sincerely  hope  that 
they  will  find  time  to  check  the  veteran  angle  so 
that  we  will  find  out  just  what  the  City  of  Boston 
is  doing  in  regard  to  trying  to  give  employment  to 
veterans.  At  this  time  I  want  to  take  the  oppor- 
tunity of  congratulating  the  Finance  Commission, 
which  probably  very  seldom  happens  in  the  City 
Council  here. 

Chairman   LANE — The  report  of  the   Finance 
Commission  is  hereby  placed  on  file. 


APPROPRIATION  FOR  TRAFFIC  LIGHTS. 

Coun.  McCORMACK,  LANE,  CANTWELL, 
and  BRYAN  offered  the  following: 

Ordered,  That  his  Honor  the  Mayor  be  requested 
to  initiate  an  appropriation  of  not  less  than  $50,000 
for  the  purpose  of  installing  traffic  lights  at  various 
dangerous  intersections  throughout  the  city. 

Passed  under  suspension  of  the  rule. 


INFORMATION    RE    PAVEMENT    REPAIR 
CONTRACTS,  ETC. 

Coun.  LINEHAN  offered  the  following: 

Ordered,  That  the  Commissioner  of  Public 
Works  and  the  Superintendent  of  Supplies  be  re- 
quested, through  his  Honor  the  Mayor,  to  appear 
before  the  Boston  City  Council  to  furnish  more 
detailed  information  in  regard  to  the  dispensing 
with  bids  on  the  recent  bituminous  type  of  pave- 
ment repair  contract  given  to  the  Central  Construc- 
tion Company  of  Boston;  also  information  per- 
taining to  other  contracts  for  more  than  one  thou- 
sand dollars  ($1,000)  which  were  awarded  without 
advertising. 

Coun.  LINEHAN— Mr.  President,  I  would  like 
at  this  time,  if  it  is  possible,  to  incorporate  the  re- 
marks that  I  made  on  the  order  of  the  councilor 
from  Ward  3,  pertaining  to  the  same  subject  matter 
as  is  under  this  order,  so  that  I  may  not  be  repeat- 
ing myself  here  on  the  floor  of  the  Council. 

Chairman  LANE — Will  you  please  repeat  that? 

Coun.  LINEHAN — I  would  like  to  incorporate 
the  remarks  I  made  under  the  order  of  the  coun- 
cilor from  Ward  3  pertaining  to  contracts  under 
$1,000;  I  would  like  to  have  my  remarks  trans- 
ferred from  that  order  over  to  this  one  and  in- 
corporate them  here. 

Chairman  LANE — Your  remarks  will  be  incor- 
porated by  reference. 

The  order  was  passed  under  suspension  of  the 
rule. 


PREFABRICATED  HOUSES  FOR  VETERANS. 

Coun.  LINEHAN  and  SCANNE  LL  offered  the 
following: 

Ordered,  That  the  City  of  Boston  secure  pre- 
fabricated houses  available  from  the  Federal  Gov- 
ernment and  through  the  Boston  Housing  Au- 
thority locate  the  same  in  that  part  of  Columbus 
park  not  used  for  recreational  purposes,  for  the 
purpose  of  furnishing  housing  to  war  veterans  and 
their  families. 

The  order  was  passed  under  suspension  of  the 
rule. 


REPORT  OF  FINANCE  COMMISSION  RE 
REDUCING  COST  OF  MUNICIPAL 
SERVICE. 

Coun.  LINEHAN  offered  the  following: 
Resolved,    That   the   City   Council   in   meeting 
assembled  go  on  record  as  favoring  the  report  of 
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the  Finance  ( '0111  mission  port  :i  in  inn  to  reducing  the 
oosl  of  municipal  service  in  regard  to  I  he  purchasing 
surplus  property  acquired  by  the  Federal  Govern- 
ment limine  the  war  through  the  War  Assets  Ad- 
ministral  ion. 

Passed  under  suspension  of  the  rule. 


NAMING   OF 
"ALEXANDER  PAUCKA   CIRCLE." 

Coun.  LINEHAN  offered  t lie  following: 
Ordered,  That  his  Honor  the  Mayor  be  re- 
quested to  direct  that  the  name  of  the  circle  at 
Preble  and  Vinton  streets  and  Columbia  road 
be  named  the  "Alexander  Paucka  Circle"  to  com- 
memorate the  memory  of  Sergeant  Alexander 
Paucka,  the  first  South  Boston  member  of  the 
armed  forces  to  lose  his  life  in  the  Philippines  dur- 
ing World  War  II  on  January  6,  1942. 
Passed  under  suspension  of  the  rule. 


NAMING  OF  CITY  PROPERTY. 

On  motion  of  Coun.  LINEHAN,  No.  1,  under 
unfinished  business,  was  taken  from  the  calendar. 

The  order  was  as  follows: 

Ordered,  That  any  City  of  Boston  property  re- 
quiring a  name,  such  as  the  new  boat  which  will 
ply  between  the  mainland  and  Long  Island,  shall 
be  named  in  memory  of  a  deceased  war  veteran. 

The  order  was  passed  under  suspension  of  the 
rule. 


ADVERTISING      BOSTON     AS     VACATION 
CENTER. 

Coun.  CHASE  offered  the  following: 
Ordered,  That  his  Honor  the  Mayor  consult  with 
the  Chamber  of  Commerce,  the  Hotel  Association, 
and  other  business  and  taxpayer  groups,  with  a 
view  to  determining  the  advisability  of  advertising 
Boston  as  an  ideal  vacation  and  convention  center. 
Coun.  CHASE — Mr.  President,  I  have  in  mind 
that  many  states  in  our  Union  and  many  cities  in 
our  Union  conduct  national  advertising  campaigns 
for  the  purpose  of  soliciting  business  for  their 
respective  states  and  cities.  We  here  in  Boston 
can  boast  of  a  city  which  has  about  everything 
which  a  convention  center  or  a  vacation  center 
could  possibly  have.  We  have  the  historical  sites 
of  America  right  here  in  Boston.  Near  by  Boston 
we  have  beautiful  beaches;  we  are  near  to  the 
foothills  of  the  White  Mountains  and  the  rivers  of 
Maine  and  the  hills  of  the  Berkshires.  We  are 
within  a  stone's  throw,  you  might  say,  of  Lexington 
and  Concord,  and  other  historical  spots.  We  are 
within  a  few  miles  from  Cape  Cod.  I  can  vision, 
Mr.  President,  with  a  proper  advertising  campaign 
conducted  by  the  city  on  a  national  basis,  the 


expenses  of  the  conduct  of  that  campaign  being 
repaid  many  hundreds  of  times  to  the  taxpayers. 
I  think,  Mr.  President,  we  have  been  a  little  lax 
in  the  past  in  Boston  in  telling  the  people  of 
America  just  what  we  have  here  in  Boston  to  offer 
them  as  a  vacation  center  and  as  a  convention 
center.  I  think  we  should  adopt  the  progressive 
ideas  of  other  states  and  other  cities,  which  have 
been  conducting  advertising  campaigns  in  order 
to  get  more  business,  which  naturally  resulted  in 
work  for  the  citizens.  I  hope,  Mr.  President,  that 
lus  Honor  the  Mayor  will  give  serious  consideration 
to  this  order. 

The  order  was  passed  under  suspension  of  the 
rule. 


Coun.  SCANNELL  moved  adjournment,  and 
the  meeting  was  declared  adjourned. 

Coun.  RUSSO— Mr.  President 

Chairman  LANE — The  meeting  has  been 
adjourned. 

Coun. SCANNELL — I  will  withdraw  my  motion. 

Coun.  RUSSO — I  do  request,  Mr.  President, 
that  the  councilor  will  withdraw  his  motion. 

Coun.  SCANNELL— I  will  withdraw  it. 

Chairman  LANE — Councilor  Scannell  has  with- 
drawn his  motion. 

Coun.  RUSSO — Mr.  President,  the  reason  why 
I  have  asked  Councilor  Scannell  to  withdraw  his 
motion  for  adjournment  is  that  I  believe  that 
there  is  a  matter  which  was  given  to  the  Executive 
Committee  in  regard  to  transferring  of  parcels  of 
land  from  the  Real  Estate  Department  to  the 
Fire  Department.  I  would  like,  Mr.  President, 
if  I  am  in  order,  to  move  that  we  adjourn  for  the 
purpose  of  going  into  Executive  Session. 

Chairman  LANE — The  Chair  will  say  that  there 
is  doubt  as  to  a  quorum  being  present,  and  there 
is  some  question  as  to  whether  a  meeting  of  the 
Executive  Committee  can  be  held  tonight  for  lack 
of  a  quorum. 

The  question  came  on  motion  of  Coun.  RUSSO 
that  a  recess  be  taken  for  the  purpose  of  going 
into  Executive  Session.     The  motion  was  lost. 

Coun.  KINSELLA— Mr.  President,  I  move  that 
all  remarks  following  the  vote  to  adjourn  be 
stricken  from  the  record,  if  it  is  the  sense  of  the 
Body  that  it  must  have  a  reconsideration  on 
adjournment;  otherwise  we  will  have  it  in  the 
record  that  after  adjournment  another  matter  of 
city  business  was  accepted. 

Chairman  LANE — Councilor  Scannell  withdrew 
his  motion  with  unanimous  consent. 

Coun.    SCANNELL— Mr.    President,    at    this 

time  I  wish  to  doubt  the  presence  of  a  quorum. 

The  roll  was  called  and  six  councilors  responded. 

Chairman     LANE — Only    six    members     being 

present,  the  Chair  declares  the  meeting  adjourned 

for  lack  of  a  quorum. 


Adjourned  at  6.15  p.  m.,  to  meet  on  Monday, 
May  13,  1946,  at  2  p.  m. 
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Proceedings  of  City  Council. 


Monday,  May  13,  1946. 

Regular  meeting  of  the  City  Council  held  in  the 
Council  Chamber,  City  Hall,  at  2  p.  m.,  President 
KELLY  in  the  chair.     Absent,  Coun.  Coffey. 

The  meeting  was  opened  with  the  salute  to  the 
Flag. 


PETITIONS   REFERRED. 

The  following  petitions  were  received  and 
referred  to  the  committees  named,  viz.: 

Claims. 

Frank  and  Victoria  Edry,  for  compensation  for 
damage  to  property  at  25  Monastery  road. 

Owen  J.  Gallagher,  to  be  reimbursed  as  result 
of  accident  which  occurred  while  in  performance  of 
duty. 

James  F.  Kelly,  to  be  reimbursed  as  result  of 
accident  which  occurred  while  in  performance  of 
duty. 

Archie  Mooradian,  for  compensation  for  damage 
to  car  by  fire  truck. 

William  F.  Murphy,  to  be  reimbursed  for  salary 
as  constable  in  Law  Department. 

John  F.  Nugent,  to  be  reimbursed  as  result  of 
accident  which  occurred  while  in  performance  of 
duty. 

William  H.  Proctor,  for  compensation  for  in- 
juries caused  by  car  operated  by  police  officer. 

Belle  Schucher,  for  compensation  for  injuries 
and  damage  to  clothing  caused  by  an  alleged  defect 
at  504  Blue  Hill  avenue. 

Beatrice  Shellmer,  for  compensation  for  in- 
juries caused  by  an  alleged  defect  at  Westminster 
street  and  Hyde  Park  avenue. 

Executive. 

Lillian  F.  Orton,  to  be  paid  annuity  on  account 
of  death  of  her  husband,  Charles  H.  Orton,  late 
member  of  Fire  Department. 

Mary  A.  Kelley,  to  be  paid  annuity  on  account 
of  death  of  her  husband,  John  J.  Kelley,  late 
member  of  Fire  Department. 

Committee  on  County  Accounts. 
Petition   of   Bartholomew   J.    Marce,    employee 
of  Penal  Institutions  Department,  to  be  retired. 


PERMITS   FOR   CHILDREN. 

Petitions  for  children  under  fifteen  years  of  age 
to  appear  at  places  of  public  amusement  were 
received  as  follows: 

Hazel  Skaggs,  New  England  Conservatory, 
May  21. 

Mary  Campbell,  Jordan  Hall,  June  11. 

Margaret  E.  Butman,  Recital  Hall,  May  28. 

Adam  Palaza,  Seville  Theatre,  June  11. 

Ruth  M.  McShane,  South  Boston  Municipal 
Building,  June  13. 

Mrs.  M.  J.  S.  Davis,  Jordan  Hall,  May  23. 

Permits  granted  under  usual  conditions. 


APPROVAL  OF  CONSTABLES'  BONDS. 

The  bonds  of  the  followingi  constables,  having 
been  duly  approved  by  the  City  Treasurer,  were 
received  and  approved  by  the  Council,  viz.: 

Americo  A.  Desimone,  Roland  W.  Golden, 
Salvatore  Grassa,  Max  Kaplan,  Arnold  Elevens, 
Salvatore  Maffei,  William  P.  Miles,  Bernard  M. 
Mullen,  Isie  Martin,  George  N.  Pierce,  Louis 
Richmond,  Henry  J.  D.  Small,  Joseph  Simansky, 
Sidney  Sheinfeld,  Jerome  Suvalle,  James  J.  Sul- 
livan, Isaac  Shulman,  Joseph  M.  Torr,  Benjamin  J. 
Tackeff. 

Severally  placed  on  file. 


APPOINTMENTS    BY   THE    MAYOR. 

Notice  was  received  from  the  Mayor  of  the 
following  appointments: 

Daniel  Sargent,  30  The  Fenway,  member  oi  Art 
Commission  for  term  ending  April  30,  1951. 

Harry  B.  Braude,  900  Commonwealth  avenue, 
member  of  Board  of  Zoning  Adjustment. 

Severally  placed  on  file. 


'  EXTENSION  OF  FANEUIL  HALL  MARKET 
LIMITS. 
The  following  was  received: 

City  of  Boston, 
Board  of  Street  Commissioners,  May  1,  1946. 
Voted,  That  the  Director  of  Markets  be  author- 
ized to  extend    the  Fantuil  Hall  Market  limits  so 
that  they  shall  include  the  following  location  during 
1946,  from  May  1  to  November  1: 

State  street,  in  the  center  thereof,  from  McKinley 
square,  east  side,  to  Atlantic  avenue,  from  6.30 
p.  m.  to  8  a.  m. 

This  extended  area  may  be  occupied  by  farmers 
and  truck  gardeners  for  the  sale  of  perishable 
produce  from  vehicles. 

The  said  Director  of  Markets  shall  direct  and 
control  the  placing  of  the  vehicles  of  said  farmers 
and  truck  gardeners  in  the  said  extension  of  the 
Faneuil  Hall  Market  limits. 

Richard  L.  Casey, 
Charles    E.    Manion, 
John  T.  O'Dea,  Jr., 
Street  Commissioners. 
Placed  on  file. 


ORGANIZATION     OF     PUBLIC     WELFARE 
DEPARTMENT. 

Notice  was  received  of  organization  of  Public 
Welfare  Department  as  follows: 

Mrs.  Margaret  J.  Gookin,  Chairman;  Miss 
Sophie  Friedman,  Vice-Chairman ;  Edward  H. 
Willey,  Treasurer;  William  G.  O'Hare,  Secretary. 

Placed  on  file. 


ACCEPTANCE  OF  JEFFERS  STREET, 
WARD  18. 

Coun.  CANTWELL  offered  the  following: 
Ordered,    That   the   Board   of   Street   Commis- 
sioners be  requested,  through  his  Honor  the  Mayor, 
to  accept  and  lay  out  as  a  public  highway  Jeffers 
street,  Ward  18. 

Passed  under  suspension  of  the  rule. 


STATEMENT   BY   COUNCILOR   KINSELLA. 

Coun.  KINSELLA — Mr.  President,  I  ask  unani- 
mous consent  to  make  a  statement. 

President  KELLY — I  hear  no  objection. 

Coun.  KINSELLA— Mr.  President,  I  have  here 
two  communications  dealing  with  the  subject  upon 
which  Councilor  Moriarty  and  myself  touched 
briefly  last  week.  It  seems  to  me  one  of  the  letters 
is  from  a  heretic  who  probably  lived  in  Charlestown 
at  one  time.  It  does  not  say  very  many  kind 
things  about  Roxbury.  The  other  letter,  Mr. 
President,  is  from  a  Roxbury  gentleman  who  is 
obviously  biased.  I  want  to  read  both  communi- 
cations, and  Councilor  Moriarty  is  going  to  be 
expected  to  rise  for  the  defense  of  Roxbury. 

The  letters  were  as  follows: 
Bureau  of  Old  Age  Assistance  in  the  City  of  Boston, 

Roxbury  Branch,  109  Mt.  Pleasant  Avenue. 
City  Councilor  Michael  L.  Kinsella, 
City  Hall,  Boston,  Mass. 

Dear  Sir, — Some  fifteen  or  twenty  years  ago  I 
had  occasion  to  glance  at  records  in  the  head- 
quarters of  Roxbury  Historical  Society,  then 
located  at  Roxbury  Court  House,  98  Roxbury 
street  (now  at  The  Dillaway  House,  Eliot  square, 
Roxbury). 

If  my  memory  serves  me  correctly,  the  Fort 
Avenue  Breastwork  on  the  hilltop  was  a  crudely 
built  affair  of  fieldstones.  When  the  British  ships 
in  the  harbor  found  the  range  and  made  a  few 
hits  witn  "five  pounders,"  the  "gallant"  Roxbury 
defenders  scampered  down  the  other  side  of  the 
hill. 
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Shades  of  Fontenos  !  oomparing  Fort  Hill  to 
Bunkers  or  Breeds  Hill.     Shame! 

\^  the  lovable,  lamented  Al  .Smith  might  say, 
"  I  at's  look  at  the  record"  at  Roxbury  Historical 
Society  . 

Very  truly  yours. 

Thomas  A.   Regan. 

Roxbury  Day  Celebration  Committee. 

May  8,  1946. 
Coun.  Michael  Leo  Kinsella, 

Boston  City  Council,  City  Hall. 

My  dear  Sir, — It  afforded  me  considerable 
pleasure  in  reading  in  the  columns  of  the  Boston 
Post  of  May  ~.  your  controversy  with  Councilor 
Moriarty  relative  to  the  history  of  the  Roxbury 
High  Fort  which  played  such  an  important  part 
in  the  Siege  of  Boston  during  the  American 
Revolution. 

In  your  controversy,  you  stated  that  you  "spent 
12  years  learning  history  in  the  Boston  public 
schools  and  no  teacher  ever  mentioned  the  Battle 
of  Fort  Hill  in  Roxbury." 

It  is  a  sad  commentary  that  no  mention  of  the 
Roxbury  High  Fort  was  made  in  our  history  of 
Boston  especially  during  your  term  at  school  and 
that  your  teachers  failed  to  teach  you  such  His- 
toric information,  although  throughout  all  Boston 
schools  for  a  great  many  generations  such  subjects 
were  taught  by  all  teachers  to  the  enjoyment  of  the 
pupils. 

The  historians  were  not  derelict  in  placing  this 
Fort  and  its  history  before  the  public  so  that 
future  generations  may  learn  of  its  location  and 
the  part  it  played  in  American  history. 

For  your  information  I  would  suggest  that  you 
read  the  "History  of  Roxbury,  by  Francis  S. 
Drake,"  pages  371  to  378,  and  also  the  diary  of 
Major-General  Heath,  on  pages  275  to  282. 
Lossing's  History  of  the  American  Revolution  also 
gives  a  good  account  of  the  Roxbury  High  Fort. 
Added  to  this,  consult  the  "personal  letters  and 
correspondence  of  General  Washington"  which 
was  published  in  1834  in  which  he  gives  a  fine 
account  of  this  spot. 

Although  this  High  Fort  was  one  of  the  string 
of  forts  surrounding  the  Town  of  Boston,  there 
were  others  such  as  Parker  Hill,  Roxbury;  Dor- 
chester Heights  and  Nook's  Hill  now  South 
Boston;  Powder  Horn  Hill,  Chelsea; .  Prospect 
Hill;  Bunker's  Hill,  Charlestown;  Winter  Hill 
and  Lechmere  Hill  and  several  smaller  hills  in 
between,  all  fortified  with  troops  and  guns  to 
drive  the  British  away  from  Boston. 

It  was  a  well  laid  plan  by  General  Washington 
and  bore  good  results. 

In  order  to  give  you  some  idea  of  the  great 
number  of  troops  encamped  at  Roxbury  High 
Fort,  I  am  inclosing  a  few  organizations  and  their 
commanders. 

Added  to  this,  I  would  suggest  that  at  some  of 
your  leisure  time  in  the  future,  you  would  pay  a 
visit  to  Roxbury  High  Fort  and  try  to  visualize 
how  it  looked  in  those  eventful  days  with  this  and 
all  the  other  fortifications  well  manned  and 
equipped  with  the  British  fleet  under  Admiral 
Lord  Howe  in  Boston  Harbor.  This  will  repay 
you  for  the  neglect  of  your  teachers  in  not  teaching 
you  the  history  of  the  famous  Roxbury  High  Fort. 
Respectfully  submitted, 

Capt.  John  J.  Sheehan, 
Chairman  and  Historian. 

Right  Wing  of  the  Continental  Army,  Siege  of 

Boston,  1775  and  1776. 
Maj.-Gen.  Artemas  Ward,  Commanding,  Head- 
quarters at  Roxbury. 

Brigadier-General  John  Thomas's  Brigade. 

4th  Regiment  of  Foot. — (Mass.) — Col.  Ebenezar 
Learned. 

8th  Regiment  of  Foot. — (Mass.) — Col.  John 
Fellows. 

9th  Regiment  of  Foot. — (Mass.) — Col.  David 
Urswcr 

16th  Regiment  of  Foot. — (Mass.) — Col.  Theo- 
philus  Cotton. 

18th  Regiment  of  Foot. — (Mass.) — Col.  Timothy 
Danielson. 

32nd  Regiment  of  Foot. — (Mass.) — Col.  Jona- 
than Ward. 

3.5th  Regiment  of  Foot — (Mass.) — Col.  John 
Bailey. 


Brigadier-General  Joseph  Spencer's  Brigade. 
13th  Regiment  of  Foot, — (Conn.) — Col.  Samuel 
11.  Parsons. 

20th  Regiment  of  Foot. — (Mass.) — Col.  Joseph 
Reed. 

22nd  Regiment  of  Foot. — (Mass.) — Col.  Timothy 
Walker. 

29th  Regiment  of  Foot. — (Conn.) — Col.  Jedidiah 
Huntington. 

33rd  Regiment  of  Foot. — (Conn.) — Col.  Samuel 
Wyllis. 

Detachments. 

Pennsylvania  and  Virginia  Riflemen. 

United  Train  of  Artillery — Major  John  Crane. 

The  13th  and  29th  Conn,  regiments  were  sent 
over  to  Parker  Hill  while  most  of  the  other  regi- 
ments were  sent  to  fortify  Dorchester  Heights 
under  Washington  and  General  Thomas.  General 
Spencer  and  most  of  his  brigade  remained  at  the 
High  Fort  until  after  the  Siege  of  Boscon. 

Coun.  KINSELLA — I  would  like  to  say  briefly 
that  he  sends  a  list  of  the  component  parts  of  the 
Continental  Army  in  Boston,  in  those  days  with 
headquarters  in  Roxbury,  under  the  command  of 
Maj .-General  Artemas  Ward.  Councilor  Moriarty 
can  be  very  well  proud  of  the  thorough  research 
that  Captain  Sheehan  undoubtedly  made,  while 
I  am  thoroughly  ashamed  of  the  Charlestown 
fellow  who  cannot  say  any  more  than  he  did  in 
support  of  my  statements  here  last  Monday. 
That  is  why  I  call  him  a  heretic.  If  he  cannot  do 
better,  he  should  not  write  anything. 

Coun.  MORIARTY — I  ask  unanimous  consent 
to  make  a  statement. 

President  KELLY — Hearing  no  objection,  you 
may  proceed. 

Coun.  MORIARTY  —  It  is  wonderful,  Mr. 
President,  with  all  the  education  we  are  deprived 
of,  in  all  these  years,  we  suddenly  derive  a 
great  deal  in  the  experience  of  one  week.  Coun- 
cilor Kinsella  from  Charlestown  can  boast  of  the 
nationally  and  world-wide  famous  Bunker  Hill 
Monument  that  is  in  his  ward,  which  he  has  come 
to  know.  Now  that  we  in  Roxbury  in  our  early 
American  days  were  of  some  value  for  the  preser- 
vation and  foundation  of  our  American  democracy, 
as  shown  in  the  two  pieces  of  correspondence,  he 
has  to  weigh  the  details  and  the  authoritative 
matter  as  against  the  wild  ranting  of  the  heretic 
from  Charlestown  who  probably  moved  out  to 
Roxbury  at  one  time  or  other  and  saw  this  high 
fort  that  is  a  challenge  to  his  own  Bunker  Hill 
Monument.  I  invite  the  entire  Council  Body, 
Mr.  President,  to  the  Roxbury  Centennial  Cele- 
bration which  comes^this  September  first.  We  in 
Roxbury  hope  to  enjoy  a  celebration  such  as  they 
have  in  Charlestown,  South  Boston  and  Dor- 
chester. I  invite  the  entire  Council  Body  at  one 
time  or  another  to  come  to  view  our  shrine  on  Fort 
Hill. 


REPORT      OF      COMMITTEE      ON      CON- 
STABLES AND   CONFIRMATIONS. 

Coun.  BRYAN,  for  the  Committee  on  Con- 
stables and  Confirmations,  submitted  the  following: 

Report  on  appointment  (referred  April  29) 
of  Louis  Levendorf,  421  Warren  street,  Roxbury, 
to  be  constable  for  term  ending  April  30,  1947, 
authorized  to  serve  civil  process  upon  filing  of 
bond —  recommending  that  appointment  be 
confirmed. 

Report  on  appointments  (referred  April  29) 
of  constables  to  serve  without  bond  and  without 
authority  to  serve  civil  process  for  term  ending 
April  30,  1947,  viz.: 

Thomas  H.  Glynn,  15  Harvard'terrace,  Allston; 
Lloyd  MacLean,  142  West  street,  Hyde  Park; 
Joseph  Duffley,  30  Algonquin  street,  Dorchester; 
Edwin  McGowan,  51  M  street,  South  Boston; 
James  J.  Kenney,  1634  Tremont  street,  Roxbury — 
recommending  that  appointments  be  confirmed. 

The  report  was  adopted,  and  the  question 
came  on  confirmation  of  the  appointments.  Com- 
mittee, Coun.  Muchnick  and  Cook.  Whole 
number  of  ballots  14,  yeas  14,  and  the  appoint- 
ments were  confirmed. 


RECESS. 

On  motion  of  Coun.  MUCHNICK  the  Council 
voted  to  take  a  recess  at  2.30  p.  m.,  subject  to  the 
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call  of  the  Chair.  The  members  reassembled  and 
were  called  to  order  by  President  KELLY  at 
5.15  p.  m. 


APPOINTMENTS   BY   THE   MAYOR. 

Subject  to  confirmation  by  the  Council,  the 
Mayor  submitted  the  following  appointments, 
viz.: 

Constables  for  term  ending  April  30,  1947, 
authorized  to  serve  civil  process  upon  filing  of 
bond:  William  James  Bacon,  5  Yarmouth  street, 
Boston;  Hector  Palladino,  7  Garden  Court  street, 
Boston. 

Constables  to  serve  without  bond  and  without 
authority  to  serve  civil  process  for  term  ending 
lipril  30,  1947:  James  Amato,  10  Bulfinch  place; 
Walter  A.  Murphy,  9  Summer  street,  West 
Roxbury. 

Weigher  of  Coal  and  Weigher  of  Goods  for 
term  ending  April  30,  1947:  Mary  F.  Willis, 
7  Harrison  street,  Roslindale;  Ethel  T.  Concree, 
12  Harrison  street,  Roslindale. 

Weigher  of  Goods  for  term  ending  April  30, 
1947:  Anthony  S.  J.  Tomasello,  10  Glenburnie 
road,  West  Roxbury. 

Weighers  of  Coal  for  term  ending  April  30,  1947: 
Miss  Helen  C.  Riley;  Louis  Novick,  55  Pasadena 
road,  Dorchester. 

Measurer  of  Grain  for  term  ending  April  30,^ 
1947:  Francis  J.  Dewey,  188  Bunker  Hill  street, 
Charlestown. 

Severally  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Con- 
stables and  Confirmations. 


TRAFFIC    LIGHTS    AT    BROWN    AVENUE 
AND   CUMMINS   HIGHWAY. 
The  following  was  received: 

City  of  Boston, 
Office  of  the  Mayor,  May  11,  1946. 
To  the  City  Council. 

Gentlemen, — I  transmit  herewith  communica- 
tion from  the  Traffic  Commissioner,  in  reply  to 
your  Council  order  of  April  29,  1946,  to  install 
traffic  lights  at  the  intersection  of  Brown  avenue 
and  Cummins  Highway  in  the  Roslindale  section 
of  Ward  19. 

Respectfully, 
James  M.  Curley,  Mayor. 

City  of  Boston, 
Traffic  Commission,  May  9,  1946. 
Hon.  James  M.  Curley, 

Mayor  of  Boston. 
Dear  Mr.  Mayor, — Replying  to  the  following 
Council  order  dated  April  29,  1946,  "Ordered, 
That  the  Traffic  Commission  be  requested,  through 
his  Honor  the  Mayor,  to  install  traffic  lights  at  the 
intersection  of  Brown  avenue  and  Cummins  High- 
way in  the  Roslindale  section  of  Ward  19,"  please 
be  advised  that  there  are  no  funds  available  to  this 
Commission  at  present  for  the  installation  of 
traffic  signals  at  this  intersection. 

Very  truly  yours, 
William  P.  Hickey,  Commissioner. 

Placed  on  file. 


FENCE  ON  JOHN  WINTHROP  PLAY- 
GROUND . 

The  following  was  received: 

City  of  Boston, 
Office  of  the  Mayor,  May  8,  1946. 
To  the  City  Council. 

Gentlemen, — I  transmit  herewith  communica- 
tion from  the  Park  Department,  in  reply  to  your 
Council  order  of  April  8,  1946,  to  increase  the 
height  of  the  fence  on  the  Danube  street  side  of  the 
John  Winthrop  Playground. 

Respectfully, 
James  M.  Curley,  Mayor. 

City  of  Boston, 
Park  Department,  May  3,  1946. 
J.  Joseph  Connors, 

Chief  Clerk,  Mayor's  Office. 
Dear  Sir, — I  have  your  memorandum  of  April  26, 
with  enclosure,  City  Council  order  requesting  that 
the  height  of  the  fence  on  the  Danube  street  side 
of  the  John  Winthrop  Playground  be  increased. 


The  present  fence  is  eight  feet  high.  Using  the 
present  framework,  it  could  be  raised  not  over 
four  feet, — for  a  distance  of  315  feet  on  the  Danube 
street  side  it  is  estimated  it  would  cost  $520. 

This  playground  is  supposed  to  be  used  by  boys 
under  sixteen  years  of  age  — ■  it  is  not  supposed  to 
be  used  for  baseball  playing  even  with  boys  under 
sixteen  years.  Occasionally  a  soft  ball  will  find 
its  way  over  the  fence  no  matter  what  the  height 
of  the  fence. 

I  will  be  very  pleased  to  raise  the  fence  four  feet 
high,  but  that  will  not  keep  the  balls  inside  of 
the  fence. 

Very  truly  yours, 

William  P.  Long,  Chairman. 

Placed  on  file. 


COLUMBUS     PARK     IMPROVEMENTS. 
The  following  was  received: 

City  of  Boston, 
Office  of  the  Mayor,  May  8,  1946. 
To  the  City  Council. 

Gentlemen, — I  transmit  herewith  communi- 
cation from  the  Park  Department,  in  reply  to 
your  Council  order  of  April  8,  1946,  to  renovate 
the  locker  room  at  Columbus  Park  and  also  to 
lay  out  soft  ball  and  hard  ball  diamonds  on  the 
same  park. 

Respectfully, 

James  M.  Curley,  Mayor. 

City  of  Boston, 
Park  Department,  May  4,  1946. 
J.  Joseph  Connors, 

Chief  Clerk,  Mayor's  Office. 
Dear  Sir, — I  have  your  memorandum  of  April  26, 
with  enclosure,  order  from  the  City  Council  that 
the  locker  room  at  Columbus  Park  be  renovated 
and  soft  and  hard  ball  diamonds  be  constructed 
at  Columbus  Park. 

I  am  very  happy  to  state  that  a  contract  has 
been  awarded  to  Joseph  Maguire  to  repair  the 
boilers  and  showers  and  that  the  building  of  soft 
ball  diamonds  have  been  constructed  — hard  ball 
diamonds  will  be  considered  when  the  victory 
gardens  are  dispensed  with. 

Very  truly  yours, 

William  P.  Long,  Chairman. 
Placed  on  file. 


BACKSTOP  ON  MARCELLA  STREET 

PLAYGROUND. 
The  following  was  received : 

City  of  Boston, 
Office  of  the  Mayor,  May  11,  1946. 
To  the  City  Council. 

Gentlemen, — I  transmit  herewith  communica- 
tion from  the  Park  Department,  in  reply  to  your 
Council  order  of  April  15,  1946,  to  increase  the 
height  of  the  backstop  on  the  Marcella  street 
Playground. 

Respectfully, 

James  M.  Curley,  Mayor. 

City  of  Boston, 
Park  Department,  May  8,  1946. 
J.  Joseph  Connors, 

Chief  Clerk,  Mayor's  Office. 
Dear  Sir, — I  have  your  memorandum  of  April  26 , 
with  enclosure,  order  from  the  City  Council  with 
the  request  that  the  Park  Commission  be  requested 
to   increase   the   height   of   the   backstop   on   the 
Marcella  street   Playground    (John   J.   Connolly). 
The  present  backstop  is  18  feet  high  and  should 
be  of  sufficient  height.     It  might  be  possible  to 
strengthen  and  raise  the  present  framework  so  that 
it  could  increase  the  height  of  the  backstop  6  feet 
at   a   cost   of   about   $150.     A   contract   will  be 
arranged  for  during  the  ensuing  week. 
Very  truly  yours, 

William  P.  Long,  Chairman. 
Placed  on  file. 


CLEANING   OF   CHANDLER'S   POND. 

The  following  was  received: 

City  of  Boston, 
Office  of  the  Mayor,  May  11,  1946. 
To  the  City  Council. 

Gentlemen, — I   transmit   herewith    communica- 
tion from  the  Park  Department,  in  reply  to  your 


288 


CITY    COUNCIL. 


Council  order  of  April  29,  1940,  to  proceed  forth- 
with with  the  cleaning:  up  of  Chandler's  Pond  in 
Gallagher  Park,  Ward  22,  and  prepare  same  for 
bathing  facilities. 

Respectfully, 

James  M.  Curley,  Mayor. 

Citv  of  Boston, 
Park  Department,  May  8,  1946. 
J.  Joseph  Connors, 

Chief  Clerk.  Mayor's  Office. 

Dear  Sir, — I  have  your  memorandum  of  May  1, 
with  inclosure,  order  from  the  City  Council  regard- 
ing the  cleaning  up  of  Chandler's  Pond  in  Gallagher 
Park  and  prepare  same  for  bathing  facilities. 

The  matter  of  bathing  facilities  in  this  pond  is 
one  that  should  be  given  considerable  investigation. 
Many  of  the  stables'  drainage  and  sewerage  empties 
into  Chandler's  Pond. 

I  have  asked  the  Health  Department  to  give  us 
a  report  on  the  condition  of  the  water  in  this  pond, 
particularly  in  regard  to  its  bacteria  content  and 
whether  it  is  a  healthful  place  in  which  to  bathe. 

Normally,  this  pond  is  about  3$  to  4  feet  in  depth 
and  there  is  at  least  2  feet  to  3  feet  of  soft  mud  in 
the  bottom  of  the  pond. 

From  every  indication,  I  must  say  this  is  not  an 
ideal  place  for  bathing,  etc., — however,  I  will  get  a 
report  from  the  Board  of  Health  before  anything 
further  is  done  on  the  matter. 
Very  truly  yours, 

William  P.  Long,  Chairman. 

Placed  on  file. 


FENCING     OF     MOTHERS'     REST     AREA, 
WARD   2. 
The  following  was  received: 

City  of  Boston, 
Office  of  the  Mayor,  May  11,  1946. 
To  the  City  Council. 

Gentlemen, — I  transmit  herewith  communica- 
tion from  the  Park  Department,  in  reply  to  your 
Council  order  of  April  29,  1946,  to  complete  the 
fencing  in  of  the  mothers'  rest  area  at  Hill  and  Cook 
streets,  Ward  2,  Charlestown. 
Respectfully, 

James   M.   Cubley,    Mayor. 

City  of  Boston, 
Park  Department,  May  8,  1946. 
J.  Joseph  Connors, 

Chief  Clerk,  Mayor's  Office. 
Dear  Sir, — I  have  your  memorandum  of  May  1, 
with  enclosure,  order  from  the  City  Council  that  the 
Park  Department  complete  the  fencing  in  the 
mothers'  rest  area  at  Hill  and  Cook  streets, 
Charlestown,  Ward  2. 

I  will  have  an  estimate  prepared  and  if  it  is 
possible  to  comply  with  this  request,  it  certainly 
will  be  a  pleasure. 

Very  truly  yours, 

William  P.  Long,  Chairman. 
P.  S.     The  P.  J.  Dinn  Company,  will  give  me  a 
report  on  this  within  a  day  or  two. 
Placed  on  file. 


CLEANING    OF    WARD    3    SEWERS    AND 
CATCH-BASINS. 
The  following  was  received: 

City  of  Boston, 
Office  of  the  Mayor,  May  8,   1946. 
To  the  City  Council. 

Gentlemen, — I  transmit  herewith  communica- 
tion from  the  Commissioner  of  Public  Works,  in 
reply  to  your  Council  order  of  April  15,  1946,  to 
take  immediate  steps  to  have  all  catch-basins  and 
sewers  in  Ward  3  cleaned. 

Respectfully, 

James  M.  Curlet,  Mayor. 

City  of  Boston, 
Public  Works  Department,  May  4,  1946. 
To  J.Joseph  Connors,  Chief  Clerk,  Mayor's  Office. 
From    Robert   P.   Curley,   Commissioner,    Public 

Works    Department. 
Subject:  City  Council  Order,  April  15,  1946. 

In  reply  to  Council  order  of  April  15,  1946,  re- 
questing the  cleaning  of  catch-basins  and  sewers 
in  Ward  3,  a  survey  is  now  in  progress  to  deter- 
mine the  extent  of  the  work  needed.  As  a  result 
of  this  survey,  we  have  been  cleaning  catch-basins 
in  this  area  both  on  weekdays  and  on  Sundays, 


and  it  is  our  intention  to  continue  this  practice  in 
an  effort  to  comply  as  fully  as  possible  with  the 
Council  request. 

Robert  P.  Curley, 
Commissioner  of  Public  Works. 
Placed  on  file. 


WITHDRAWAL  OF  ORDER  FOR   SALE  OF 
NAILS. 
The  following  was  received: 

City  of  Boston, 
Office  of  the  Mayor,  May  8,  1946. 
To  the  City  Council. 

Gentlemen, — On  April  15,  1946,  I  transmitted 
an  order  to  your  Honorable  Body  authorizing  tlffe 
Transit  Commission  to  sell  a  quantity  of  nails  no 
longer  needed  by  that  department. 

I  am  now  informed  by  the  Transit  Commission 
that  other  city  departments  can  make  use  of  this 
supply  of  nails.  For  this  reason,  I  hereby  with- 
draw the  order  submitted  to  your  Honorable  Body 
on  the  date  referred  to  above.  The  communica- 
tion of  the  Transit  Commission  relative  to  this 
matter  is  herewith  appended. 
Respectfully, 

James  M.  Curley,  Mayor. 

City  of  Boston, 
Transit  Department,  May  3,  1946. 
Hon.  James  M.  Curley, 

Mayor  of  Boston. 
Dear  Sir, —  Under  date  of  April  4,  1946,  the 
Transit  Department  requested  your  Honor's 
approval  to  sell  a  quantity  of  nails  at  the  price 
which  the  department  paid  for  them  several  years 
ago.  Since  this  order  was  sent  to  the  City  Council 
price  ceilings  have  changed  and  the  department 
is  informed  that  the  City  Purchasing  Department 
may  be  able  to  use  these  nails  in  other  city  de- 
partments. For  these  reasons  we  deem  it  advisable 
that  the  aforesaid  order  be  withdrawn  from  the 
City  Council. 

Respectfully, 

Malcolm  E.  Nichols, 
A.  Joseph  FrENO, 
John  T.  Murray. 
Placed  on  file. 


APPROPRIATION   FOR   VETERANS' 
HOUSING. 
The  following  was  received: 

City  of  Boston, 
Office  of  the  Mayor,  May  13,  1946. 
To  the  Members  of  the  City  Council. 

Gentlemen, —  In  conformity  with  the  provisions 
of  chapter  13  of  the  Acts  of  1946,  it  is  requested 
that  the  sum  of  five  hundred  thousand  dollars 
($500,000)  be  appropriated  to  be  expended  to 
provide  the  requisite  facilities  in  connection  with 
Veterans'  Housing  to  be  constructed  in  various 
areas  of  Boston. 

It  is  the  opinion  of  competent  Federal  and 
Municipal  Authorities  that  through  this  expendi- 
ture accommodations  will  be  provided  for  thirteen 
hundred  (1,300)  families  and  the  Federal  Govern- 
ment is  prepared  to  do  its  part  at  once.  The 
Federal  Government  will  provide  the  houses  and 
the  city  is  required  to  provide  the  roads  and 
facilities. 

Respectfully, 
James  M.  Curley,  Mayor. 

National  Housing  Agency, 
Federal  Public  Housing  Authority, 
Region    I,     24     School     Street, 
Boston    8,    Mass. 

May  13,  1946. 
In  reply,  please  refer  to  R-I:  JDO'R. 
Hon.  James  M.  Curley, 

Mayor  of  Boston. 
Dear  Mayor  Curley, —  This  will  confirm  our 
discussion  of  this  afternoon  on  the  matter  of  the 
proposed  temporary  housing  project  for  veterans. 
Under  the  established  procedure  authorized 
by  Title  V  of  the  Lanham  Act,  as  amended,  the 
Federal  Government  through  the  Federal  Public 
Housing  Authority  assumes  the  cost  of  dismantling, 
transporting,  and  re-erecting  temporary  housing 
facilities  on  new  sites.  The  local  body  (in  your 
case  the  City  of  Boston)  assumes  the  obligation  of 
providing  the  site,  streets  where  necessary,  utility 
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mains  and  branch  mains  as  may  be  needed,  pre- 
liminary grading  work,  and  site  planning. 

In  connection  with  your  proposed  use  of  Franklin 
Field  and  the  other  sites  mentioned  in  our  discus- 
sion, your  first  step  should  be  the  preparation  of  a 
site  plan  to  be  submitted  to  this  office  for  approval. 
As  soon  as  your  architects  prepare  such  a  plan,  we 
shall  assign  members  of  our  staff  to  consult  with 
them  so  that  you  will  be  in  a  position  at  the 
earliest  possible  moment  to  start  the  work  of  site 
preparation. 

Sincerely  yours, 

Sumner  K.  Wiley, 
Director,  Region  I. 

Ordered,  That  in  accordance  with  the  provision 
of  chapter  13  of  the  Acts  of  1946,  the  sum  of 
$500,000  be,  and  hereby  is,  appropriated,  .  to 
provide  housing  for  Veterans  of  World  War  II 
and  that  the  City  Treasurer  be  authorized  to  issue, 
from  time  to  time,  with  the  approval  of  the  Mayor, 
bonds  or  certificates  of  indebtedness  of  the  city  to 
said  amount. 

Coun.  HANNON  — Mr.  President,  this  is  a 
matter  which  pertains  to  the  erection  of  houses 
for  veterans.  It  is  a  problem  which  has  been 
troublesome  to  each  and  every  one  of  us.  It  is  a 
problem  which  is  of  the  greatest  and  direst  emer- 
gency. It  is  a  problem  which  we  must  tackle 
forthwith.  To  refer  this  to  a  committee  will  be 
merely  delaying  a  real  question  and  problem  which 
we  must  meet,  and  which  should  be  met  at  the 
earliest  opportunity.  I  therefore  respectfully 
request  that  the  rules  be  suspended  so  that  this 
matter  may  take  its  first  reading  today,  because 
we  will  have  two  weeks  from  today  another  oppor- 
tunity to  vote  on  the  same  matter. 

Coun.  LINEHAN— Mr.  President,  as  the  mem- 
bers of  the  Council  well  know,  I  have  been  fighting 
for  housing  for  veterans  all  year  long,  and  have 
requested  his  Honor  only  as  recently  as  two  weeks 
ago  to  get  some  of  these  so-called  temporary 
structures  and  prefabricated  houses  and  place 
them  on  a  park  like  Columbus  Park  —  that  is, 
the  part  which  is  not  being  used  for  recreation.  It 
is  my  understanding  that  these  buildings  will  be 
put  in  a  park  like  Franklin  Park,  and  several  other 
particular  locations,  and  Columbus  Park  was  not 
included  among  them.  I  am  sorry  to  notice  that. 
However,  there  is  another  very  important  thing 
which  I  think  we  as  City  Councilors  should  watch 
out  for,  and  that  is  that  under  the  ordinary  housing 
setup  in  Boston  we  do  have  a  so-called  payment  of 
a  sum  of  money  in  lieu  of  taxes  from  the  Boston 
Housing  Authority  from  the  different  projects 
throughout  the  city.  Now  I  would  like  to  vote  for 
this  thing  right  away,  but  it  seems  to  me  that  we 
should  have  a  little  more  information  in  regard  to 
whether  or  not  the  city  will  get  something  back 
out  of  the  so-called  $500,000  which  we  are  going 
to  expend  for  utilities  — -  such  as  sewers,  roads  and 
so  forth.  Now,  as  a  veteran,  probably  it  looks 
kind  of  bad  for  me  to  get  up  and  talk  this  way, 
but  I  will  still  vote  for  the  order  if  we  can't  get  a 
payment  in  lieu  of  taxes,  but  what  I  would  like 
to  do  is  to  get  the  housing  as  quickly  as  possible 
for  the  veterans.  But  it  seems  proper  to  get  some 
of  the  money  back  from  the  Boston  Housing  Au- 
thority, which  is  going  to  run  or  manage  these 
particular  buildings  —  that  is  to  say,  a  sum  of 
money  in  lieu  of  taxes.  I  don't  know  whether 
that  is  in  the  order  or  not.  Might  I  ask  the  clerk, 
through  you,  Mr.  President? 

President  KELLY — The  clerk  will  read  a  com- 
munication from  the  National  Housing  Authority, 
which  may  help  the  Council. 

The  clerk  reads  the  communication  from 
Sumner  K.  Wiley  to  Mayor  Curley. 

Coun.  LINEHAN— Mr.  President,  I  wonder  if 
it  would  be  appropriate  at  this  time  to  call  a  recess 
and  call  Mr.  Sumner  K.  Wiley,  who  undoubtedly 
is  at  the  F.  P.  H.  A. — Federal  Public  Housing 
Administration — and  find  out  from  him  if  the 
City  of  Boston  will  get  something  back  in  the  way 
of  a  lump  sum  payment  in  lieu  of  taxes,  as  in  the 
other  projects.  My  thought  is  that,  if  we  can  get 
something  back  for  the  city,  all  well  and  good.  I 
will  naturally  vote  to  rush  it  through  as  quickly  as 
possible  for  the  benefit  of  the  veterans. 

President  KELLY— I  will  point  out  to  the 
councilor  that  it  is  half  past  five  now. 

Coun.  LINEHAN— I  notice  that  there  are 
about  a  half  dozen  orders  here  yet,  and  during  the 
'interim  you  -could  have  somebody  call  up  Mr. 
Wiley  and  we  might  get  that  information. 


President  KELLY — The  Chair  will  suspend 
action  on  this  order  for  a  while  and  will  instruct 
the  City  Messenger  to  see  if  he  can  get  Mr.  Wiley. 
Coun.  MUCHNICK— Mr.  President,  it  seems 
to  me  that  there  is  much  more  that  we  might  want 
to  find  out,  other  than  what  Mr.  Wiley  might  say 
about  potential  revenue  in  lieu  of  taxes,-  and  I 
would  like  to  suggest  that  we  take  Councilor  Han- 
non's  advice  and  give  this  its  first  reading  today, 
and  then  we  will  have  two  weeks  within  which  to 
act,  and  this  coming  Monday  we  should  make  a  dis- 
cussion of  this  problem  the  first  order  of  business 
in  the  Executive  Committee,  giving  invitations 
to  everybody  who  can  give  us  any  information  to 
come  down  to  the  Executive  Committee  meeting 
and  be  prepared  to  answer  questions.  That  would 
be  Mr.  Wiley's  office,  the  Mayor's  office,  the  Law 
Department,  the  Boston  Housing  Authority,  if 
they  are  concerned  with  it,  so  that  we  can  find 
out  from  everybody  who  has  first  hand  knowledge 
just  what  the  city  is  going  to  get,  what  the  veterans 
are  going  to  get,  how  long  this  will  take,  and  every- 
thing connected  with  the  matter.  If  I  am  in 
order,  I  would  like  to  amend  Councilor  Hannon's 
motion  to  read  that,  in  addition  to  what  he  says, 
this  be  referred  to  the  Executive  Committee  and 
be  the  first  order  of  business  next  week. 

President  KELLY — I  am  sorry,  councilor,  but 
the  Chair  has  suspended  action  on  this  matter 
until  we  have  more  information.  We  are  trying 
to  get  some  information  from  Mr.  Wiley.  We  can 
take  it  up  again  in  a  few  minutes. 

Later  in  the  session  Coun.  MUCHNICK  said: 
Mr.  President,  I  understand  the  information 
which    was   required   of   Mr.    Wiley   has    arrived. 

President  KELLY — That  is  the  next  order  of 
business. 

Coun.  MUCHNICK— I  would  like  to  ask  a 
question  now,  if  that  is  the  next  order  of  business. 
Was  the  motion  which  I  made  properly  made,  or 
do  I  have  to  be  recognized  and  make  it  again? 
That  was  the  amendment  to  Councilor  Hannon's 
motion. 

President  KELLY — I  will  recognize  you  again. 

Coun.  MUCHNICK— Mr.  President,  coming 
back  to  the  motion  of  Councilor  Hannon  that  the 
rules  be  suspended  so  that  this  loan  order  can  take 
its  first  reading  today,  it  seems  to  me  that,  in  view 
of  the  emergency,  it  is  a  very  sound  suggestion,  and 
further,  in  view  of  the  fact,  as  was  pointed  out  by 
Councilor  Linehan,  that  we  do  not  have  full 
information,  I  would  like  to  amend  Councilor 
Hannon's  motion  to  read  that  this  matter  be 
referred  to  the  Executive  Committee  after  it  has 
taken  its  first  reading  and  that  it  be  the  first  order 
of  business  in  the  Executive  Committee  at  its  next 
meeting,  and  that  everybody  who  has  any  infor- 
mation to  supply  be  notified  to  come  with  records 
and  everything  else,  so  that  we  may  get  all  the 
information  necessary  as  quickly  as  possible. 

President  KELLY — Do  you  accept  the  amend- 
ment, Councilor  Hannon? 

Coun.  HANNON — I  am  very  happy  to. 

Coun.  COOK — Mr.  President,  I  want  to  ex- 
pedite this  matter,  also.  It  seems  to  me  that  the 
motion  is  a  little  bit  indefinite,  because  we  will 
start  off  with  our  regular  business  next  Monday, 
and  we  don't  know  when  we  are  going  to  get  into 
Executive,  and  we  should  not  make  people  wait 
around  for  one,  two  or  three  hours.  I  think  that 
matter  ought  to  go  to  the  committee  on  a  day 
certain  and  at  a  time  certain  for  considering  it  in 
the  Executive  Meeting.  The  way  it  reads  now, 
it  is  indefinite,  and  these  people  who  will  be  in- 
vited I  know  are  busy  and  would  like  to  have  a 
definite  time. 

President  KELLY — I  think  the  councilor 
meant  when  we  went  into  Executive  Session.  Is 
that  what  you  meant? 

Coun.  MUCHNICK— Yes,  but  I  think  the  sug- 
gestion of  the  councilor  from  Ward  12  is  a  very 
good  one,  and  I  would  like  to  amend  the  motion 
further  by  stating  that  the  Executive  Committee 
meeting  start  promptly  at  2.45  on  Monday  of 
next  week. 

Coun.  LINEHAN— Mr.  President,  I  started  to 
rise  some  time  ago  in  regard  to  this  matter,  seeing 
that  I  was  the  one  that  requested  a  few  minutes 
ago  that  some  information  be  gotten. 

President  KELLY — I  try  to  recognize  the  coun- 
cilors in  order. 

Coun.  LINEHAN — I  am  very  glad  to  inform 
the  members  of  the  Council,  including  the  gentle- 
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man  from  Ward  14,  that  we  have  some  information 
from  Mr.  Sumner  K.  Wiley,  who  is  in  charge  of 
the  office  of  the  Federal  Public  Housing  Adminis- 
tration at  24  School  street,  Boston,  and  he  tells 
me  that,  first  there  will  be  a  payment  in  lieu  of 
taxes  to  the  city;  second,  that  there  will  be  a 
payment  for  land  rent  for  the  use  of  the  land 
owned  by  the  city,  based  on  the  value  of  the 
houses,  which  will  be  temporary,  probably,  at 
about  $2,000  valuation,  plus  a  payment  which  will 
undoubtedly  pay  for  all  the  utilities  installed 
by  the  city.  Now,  it  might  have  looked  like  I 
was  trying  to  stop  the  housing  for  veterans.  I  am 
far  beyond  that  because  I  think  I  have  been  one 
member  of  the  Council  who  has  been  shouting  for 
temporary  or  permanent  housing  for  veterans 
all  this  year.  It  was  not  my  purpose  to  stop 
housing  for  veterans;  it  was  simply  to  see  that 
we  get  some  money  into  the  treasury  of  the  City 
of  Boston  after  we  spend  $500,000,  without  stop- 
ping the  measure,  without  delaying  this  measure. 
I  am  happy  to  say  that  Mr.  Sumner  K.  Wiley, 
himself,  or  some  representative  of  his  office,  will 
gladly  be  up  here  at  the  next  meeting  so  that  he 
can  give  us  further  information.  I  also  suggest, 
as  Councilor  Muchnick  did  not,  that  we  ask 
people  such  as  the  chairmen  of  the  boards,  and  I 
would  suggest  all  the  members  of  the  Boston 
Housing  Authority,  because  after  all  they  will 
be  the  ones  that  will  be  managing  these  so-called 
temporary  structures  for  veterans.  I  hope  we 
can  get  them  all  in,  including  the  Federal.  And  I 
might  also  say  the  Mayor's  Committee  on  Hous- 
ing. Let  them  come  in  on  this.  I  don't  know 
who  the  members  are,  but  I  hope  they  are  all  from 
Boston.  But,  whoever  they  are,  let  us  invite 
all  of  them  in.  And  along  with  that,  let  us  invite 
somebody  from  the  State  Department  of  Housing. 
I  think  the  chairman  is  Philip  Nichols.  Then 
we  will  be  well  informed,  and  nobody  will  be  over- 
looked. I  sincerely  hope  that  this  order,  along 
with  its  amendments,  will  be  passed.  I  further 
say  this,  that  if  we  do  not  add  amendments  today 
we  cannot  add  them  next  time.  That  was  the 
reason  for  my  so-called  stalling  for  a  couple  of 
minutes  until  I  got  the  information.  Now  I  have 
got  the  information  I  am  happy  to  vote  for  this 
thing  with  the  amendments. 

President  KELLY — The  question  first  comes 
on  the  suspension  of  the  rules.  All  those  in  favor 
will  please  rise.  [Seventeen  members  stand.] 
Over  two-thirds  having  risen,  the  rules  are  sus- 
pended. The  question  now  comes  on  giving  the 
order  its  first  reading. 

Coun.  MUCHNICK— Mr.  President,  at  this 
time  I  would  like  to  withdraw  my  amendment; 
I  would  like  to  make  it  in  the  form  of  a  motion 
after  the  order  has  been  given  its  first  reading. 

The  question  came  on  giving  the  order  its  first 
reading.  The  roll  was  called  and  the  order  was 
given  its  first  reading  and  passage,  yeas  18,  nays  0: 
Yeas — Coun.  Bayley,  Bryan,  Cantwell,  Chase> 
Cook,  Fish,  Hannon,  Keenan,  Kelly,  Kinsella, 
Lane,  Linehan,  McCormack,  Moriarty,  Muchnick, 
Russo,  Scannel  and  Sullivan — 18. 
Nays — 0. 

The  order  will  take  its  second  reading  and 
passage  in  not  less  than  fourteen  days. 

Coun.  MUCHNICK— Mr.  Chairman,  I  make 
that  motion  now  that  was  made  in  the  form  of  an 
amendment  a  few  minutes  ago.  I  don't  know 
whether  you  want  me  to  repeat  it. 

President  KELLY — I  understand  the  motion  is 
that  this  order  now  be  referred  to  the  Executive 
Committee  and  that  the  Executive  Session  start 
at  2.45  promptly  next  Monday. 

Coun.  MUCHNICK — And  that  all  persons  who 
can  give  any  information,  including  those  who 
were  suggested  by  Councilor  Linehan,  be  invited 
to  attend. 

The  motion  was  carried. 

Coun.  LINEHAN— Mr.  President,  may  I  add 
that  in  that  list  we  might  include  some  represen- 
tatives of  the  Veterans  of  Foreign  Wars,  so  that 
they  will  not  feel  slighted. 

President  KELLY — The  Clerk  of  Committees 
will  be  authorized  to  invite  both  the  Commanders 
of  the  Legion  and  the  Veterans  of  Foreign  Wars. 

Coun.  COOK — The  Disabled  American  Vet- 
erans, American  Veterans'  Committee.  I  would 
like  to  put  it  as  all  veterans'  organizations,  state- 
wide. 

President  KELLY — The  Clerk  of  Committees 
will  be  instructed  to  invite  all  veterans'  organiza- 
tions. 


Executive  Committee  Reports. 
Coun.  FISH,  for  the  Executive  Committee,  sub- 
mitted the  following; 

1.  Report  on  message  of  Mayor  and  order 
(referred  May  0)  appropriating  $10,000  to  be 
expended  under  direction  of  the  Mayor  for  care 
of  graves  of  soldiers,  sailors  and  marines — that 
same  ought  to  pass. 

The  report  was  accepted,  and  the  order  was 
passed,  yeas  17,  nays  0: 

Yeas — Coun.  Bayley,  BTyan,  Cantwell,  Chase, 
Cook,  Fish,  Hannon,  Keenan,  Kelly,  Kinsella, 
Lane,  McCormack,  Moriarty,  Muchnick,  Russo, 
Seannell,  Sullivan — 17. 

Nays — 0. 

2.  Report  on  message  of  Mayor  and  order 
(referred  May  6)  that  Commissioner  of  Public 
Works  be  authorized  to  sell  at  public  auction  at 
upset  price  of  $1,000  one  Mead-Morrison  gasoline 
crane — that  same  ought  to  pass. 

Report  accepted;   said  order  passed. 

3.  Report  on  message  of  Mayor  and  order 
(referred  May  6)  transferring  tax  title  land  in 
North  End  to  Fire  Department  for  new  fire  house 
— that  same  ought  to  pass. 

Report  accepted;   said  order  passed. 

4.  Report  on  orders  (referred  May  6)  to  increase 
assessment  on  Suffolk  Downs  and  instruct  Legis- 
lative Counsel  to  introduce  legislation  authorizing 
city  to  levy  a  tax  of  5  per  cent  of  the  amount 
wagered  daily  at  Suffolk  Downs — that  same  ought 
to  pass. 

Report  accepted;   said  orders  passed. 

5.  Report  on  message  of  Mayor  and  order 
(referred  May  6)  transferring  tax  title  land  on 
Belle  avenue,  West  Roxbury,  to  Public  Works 
Department  to  be  used  as  city  dump— that  same 
ought  not  to  pass  without  prejudice. 

The  question  came  on  the  acceptance  of  the 
report  of  the  committee. 

Coun.  COOK — Mr.  President,  I  wish  to  make  a 
correction  on  the  part  of  the  committee.  I  under- 
stand that  the  committee  voted  that  the  order 
not  pass  without  prejudice. 

President  KELLY — The  correction  will  be  made 
and  the  gentleman  is  correct.  The  question  now 
comes  on  the  acceptance  of  the  report  of  the 
committee. 

The  report  was  accepted  and  the  question  then 
came  on  the  rejection  of  the  order. 

Coun.  BRYAN— Mr.  President,  I  had  a  con- 
ference with  Mayor  Curley  this  morning  in  regard 
to  this  proposed  land  for  a  dump.  The  Mayor, 
at  my  request  and  at  the  wish  of  the  people  in 
my  district,  contacted  the  Public  Works  Com- 
missioner and  asked  that  the  permit  be  with- 
drawn. I  am  very  happy,  and  I  know  the  people 
of  my  district  will  be  very  happy,  and  I  want  to 
thank  my  colleagues  of  the  Council  for  going 
along  with  me  in  defeating  this  measure  if  it  came 
to  a  vote.  I  also  want  to  thank  Councilor  McCor- 
mack, who  offered  his  legal  services,  and  who 
prepared  a  bill  in  equity  with  a  restraining  order 
if  it  was  necessary  to  stop  this  movement.  I  also 
want  to  thank  Councilor  Cantwell,  and  all  the 
other  councilors  who  have  called  me  up  or  got 
in  contact  with  me,  to  give  me  any  assistance 
that  I  might  have  needed.  I  also  want  to  thank 
the  Boston  newspapers  for  carrying  the  story, 
notifying  the  people  in  my  section  of  the  proposed 
dump.  I  also  want  to  thank  the  editor  of  the 
Parkway  Transcript,  Richard  W.  Davis,  for  his 
fine  editorial,  and  also  for  the  news  story  which 
he  carried  in  behalf  of  defeating  the  dump.  I  also 
want  to  thank  Philip  C.  Boutwell  of  Brookline, 
who  has  been  a  member  of  the  Metropolitan  Dis- 
trict Commission  for  five  years,  and  who  has  been 
very  much  interested  in  the  progress  of  Havey 
Beach,  who  also  offered  me  any  assistance  that 
I  might  need.  There  are  many  other  organiza- 
tions and  civic-minded  people  who  have  called 
me  up  for  three  days  offering  their  assistance. 
And  I  would  have  had  plenty  of  assistance  in  case 
this  thing  had  developed  into  a  fight,  which  I 
knew  it  was  going  to  do  if  this  permit  was  granted 
and  the  dumping  allowed  in  this  area.  I  know 
that  the  people  in  my  district,  which  is  a  fine 
residential  section,  have  fought  against  any  more 
dumps  or  any  more  cemeteries,  and  I  have  been 
elected  by  them  to  fight  in  the  Council,  as  I 
always  have,  against  any  more  dumps  or  any 
more  cemeteries  in  my  community. 

The  order  was  rejected. 

G.     Report  on  petition  of  Rita  Barrett  (referred 
February  18)  for  payment  of  annuity  on  account* 
of  death  of  her  husband,  Edward  J.  Barrett,  late 
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member  of  Fire  Department — recommending 
passage  of  accompanying  order,  viz.: 

Ordered,  That  under  the  provisions  of  section  89 
of  chapter  32  of  the  General  Laws,  an  annuity  of 
one  thousand  dollars  be  allowed  and  paid  to  Rita 
Barrett,  widow  of  Edward  J.  Barrett,  a  member  of 
the  Fire  Department  who  died  on  February  3, 
1946,  on  account  of  injuries  received  in  the  per- 
formance of  his  duty;  said  annuity  to  continue  so 
long  as  she  remains  unmarried;  the  payments  to 
date  from  February  3,  1946,  and  to  be  charged  to 
the  appropriation  for  Fire  Depatrment,  Pensions 
and  Annuities. 

Report  accepted;  said  order  passed. 

7.  Report  on  petition  of  Margaret  F.  Mahoney 
(referred  today —  to  be  paid  annuity  on  account  of 
death  of  husband,  James  J.  Mahoney,  member 
of  Police  Department — recommending  passage  of 
accompanying  order,  viz: 

Ordered,  That  under  the  provisions  of  section 
89  of  chapter  32  of  the  General  Laws  an  annuity  of 
seventeen  hundred  and  eighty  dollars  be  allowed 
and  paid  to  Margaret  F.  Mahoney,  widow  of  James 
J.  Mahoney,  a  member  of  the  Police  Department 
who  died  on  January  24,  1946,  on  account  of  in- 
juries received  in  the  performance  of  his  duty; 
said  annuity  being  made  up  of  allowances  as  follows: 

For  the  widow,  Margaret  F.  Mahoney,  so  long 
as    she    remains    unmarried — $1,000    per    annum. 

For  each  of  the  following-named  children  during 
such  time  as  he  or  she  is  under  the  age  of  eighteen 
or  over  said  age  and  physically  or  mentally  in- 
capacitated from  earning — $260  per  annum. 

.James  Mahoney,  born  June  29,  1934;  Margaret 
Mahoney,  born  July  18,  1939;  Edward  Mahoney, 
born  January  27,  1943. 

provided,  however,  that,  if  the  widow  remarries, 
the  annuity  for  each  of  said  children  shall  be  $520 
during  the  remainder  of  the  time  aforesaid,  the 
payments  to  date  from  January  24,  1946,  and  to  be 
charged  to  the  appropriation  for  Police  Depart- 
ment, Pensions  and  Annuities. 

Report  accepted;  said  order  passed. 

8.  Report  on  order  (referred  May  6)  that  Legis- 
lative Counsel  introduce  legislation  authorizing 
city  to  assess  a  tax  of  10  per  cent  on  all  admission 
charges  collected  daily  from  patrons  at  Suffolk 
Downs — recommending  that  same  ought  not  to 
pass. 

The  report  was  accepted,  and  the  question  came 
on  the  passage  of  the  order. 

Coun.  MUCHNICK— Mr.  President,  I  simply 
want  to  be  recorded,  and  I  vote  in  favor  of  the 
order,  and  I  would  like  it  so  recorded  in  the  minutes. 

The  order  was  rejected. 


REPORT    OF     COMMITTEE    ON    COUNTY 
ACCOUNTS. 

Coun.  BRYAN,  for  the  Committee  on  County 
Accounts,  submitted  the  following: 

Report  on  petition  of  Bartholomew  J.  Maree, 
employee  of  Penal  Institutions  Department,  to  be 
retired — recommending  passage  of  following  order: 

Whereas,  Batholomew  J.  Maree,  employed  in 
the  service  of  the  County  of  Suffolk,  as  officer  in 
the  House  of  Correction,  Penal  Institutions  De- 
partment, has  made  application  to  be  retired 
under  the  provisions  of  chapter  678  of  the  Acts  of 
1945;  and 

Whereas,  The  said  Bartholomew  J.  Maree  has 
submitted  to  the  City  Council  satisfactory  evidence 
that  he  is  a  veteran  as  defined  in  section  56,  chapter 
32  of  the  General  Laws;  that  he  has  been  certified 
for  retirement  for  disability  by  the  duly  authorized  • 
medical  panel;  that  he  has  been  in  the  service  of 
the  county  at  least  ten  years  and  has  reached  the 
age  of  fifty;  that  he  is  incapacitated  for  active 
service;  and  that  his  total  income  from  all  sources, 
exclusive  of  his  retirement  allowance  and  of  any 
sum  received  from  the  goverment  of  the  United 
States  as  a  pension  for  war  service,  does  not  exceed 
five  hundred  dollars; 

Ordered,  That  under  the  provisions  of  section 
56  of  chapter  32  of  the  General  Laws,  as  amended . 
by  chapter  514  of  the  Acts  of  1943,  Bartholomew  J. 
Maree,  employed  in  the  County  of  Suffolk  as  officer 
in  the  House  of  Correction,  Penal  Institutions 
Department,  be,  and  hereby  is,  retired  by  the 
Mayor  and  City  Council,  acting  as  county  com- 
missioners, at  an  annual  pension  of  twelve  hun- 
dred and  fifty  dollars,  being  one  half  of  his  highest 
regular  rate  of  compensation. 

The  order  was  passed. 


REPORT  OF  COMMITTEE  ON  CONSTABLES 
AND   CONFIRMATIONS. 

Coun.  BRYAN,  for  the  Committee  on  Con- 
stables and  Confirmations,  submitted  the  following: 

Report  on  appointments  (referred  April  6)  by  the 
Mayor  of  one  Weigher  of  Coal  and  four  Weighers 
of  Goods — recommending  that  same  be  confirmed. 

Report  on  appointments  (referred  April  29)  by 
the  Mayor  of  thirteen  Weighers  of  Goods — recom- 
mending that  same  be  confirmed. 

The  reports  were  accepted,  and  the  question 
came  on  confirmation. 

Coun.  RUSSO — Are  these  constables  with  or 
without  bonds? 

President  KELLY — They  are  Weighers  of  Goods 
and  Coal. 

The  question  came  on  confirmation.  Com- 
mittee, Coun.  Bryan  and  Russo.  Whole  number 
of  ballots  17,  yeas  17,  and  the  appointments  were 
confirmed. 


REPORT  OF  COMMITTEE  ON  CLAIMS. 

Coun.  LINEHAN,  for  the  Committee  on  Claims, 
submitted  the  following: 

Report  on  petition  of  Robert  Garnett  (referred 
April  8),  to  be  reimbursed  for  amount  of  execution 
issued  against  him  on  account  of  his  acts  as  operator 
of  patrol  wagon  belonging  to  D'vision  10,  Police 
Department,  recommending  the  passage  of  accom- 
panying order: 

Ordered,  That  the  sum  of  two  hundred  dollars 
($200)  be  allowed  and  paid  to  Robert  Garnett 
in  reimbursement  for  amount  of  execution  issued 
against  him  on  account  of  his  acts  as  operator  of 
patrol  wagon  belonging  to  the  Police  Department, 
said  sum  to  be  charged  to  the  Contingent  Fund. 

Report  accepted;  said  order  passed. 


BOSTON  RAILROAD  HOLDING  COMPANY. 

Coun.  SCANNELL  offered  the  following: 

Resolved,  That  the  Boston  City  Council,  in 
meeting  assembled,  hereby  favors  the  enactment 
of  House  Bill  No.  507,  entitled  "An  Act  to  Dissolve 
the  Boston  Railroad  Holding  Company." 

The  resolve  was  declared  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  Rules. 

Coun.  SCANNELL— Mr.  President 

President  KELLY — You  may  ask  unanimous 
consent  to  make  a  statement,  but  you  cannot  talk 
on  that  particular  matter. 

Coun.  SCANNELL— Mr.  President,  this  is 
something  pertaining  to  the  City  of  Boston.  It  is 
passed  by  the  Legislature. 

Coun.  KELLY — It  has  no  direct  bearing  on  the 
business  of  the  Council,  councilor. 

Coun.  SCANNELL — It  is  a  resolution  asking  for 
something,  and  I  certainly  think 

President  KELLY — The  Committee  on  Rules 
can  probably  hold  a  meeting  this  week  and  refer 
it  out,  and  then  you  may  talk  on  the  resolution. 

Coun.  SCANNELL— Mr.  President,  I  think  this 
thing  was  something  to  do  with  the  Council,  as  far 
as  the  bill  is  concerned.  I  am  going  to  ask  that 
the  Chair  withdraw  his  reference  to  the  Committee 
on  "Rules  so  that  I  may  speak  on  this  order. 

President  KELLY— I  can't  very  well  withdraw 
it  now,  having  referred  it  to  the  Committee  on 
Rules.  You  were  a  member  of  the  Body  at  the 
beginning  of  the  vear  which  established  the  rules. 

Coun.  SCANNELL— That  I  don't  know.  Fur- 
thermore, I  wish  the  Committee  on  Rules  would 
have  some  of  the  committee  rules  changed  around 
here.  Mr.  President,  I  would  like  unanimous 
consent  to  make  a  speech. 

Coun.  LINEHAN— Mr.  President,  a  point  of 
parliamentary  inquiry. 

President  KELLY — State  your  point. 

Coun.  LINEHAN — Isn't  it  possible  to  make  an 
exception  to  the  rule  in  a  particular  case  by  a  vote 
of  two  thirds  of  the  Body?  . 

President  KELLY — It  is  not  on  a  matter  of  this 
kind.  Councilor  Scannell  may  ask  unanimous 
consent  to  make  a  statement.  _     . 

Coun.  KINSELLA— Mr.  President,  this  is  a 
point  of  parliamentary  inquiry.  Isn  t  the  Chair 
obligated  to  rule  the  gentleman  out  of  order  it  he 
speaks  6n  this  now?  Not  that  I  have  any  objec- 
tion to  his  speaking,  but  isn't  the  Chair  obliged 
to  so  rule?  .  ... 

President  KELLY— I  have  so  informed  the 
gentleman,  that  he  can't  talk  on  this  resolution. 
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Coun.  K1NSELLA — I  hope  thai  the-  councilor 
understands  that  I  oiler  that  in  order  to  avoid 
embarrassment,  not  to  stop  him  from  speaking. 

Coun.  SCANNELL  I  ask  unanimous  consent 
to  make  a  statement. 

The  consent  was  granted. 

Coun,  SCANNELL— Mr.  President,  in  the  past 
three  or  font  years,  or  in  the  past  fifteen  or  twenty 
years,  the  Porl  of  Boston  has  deteriorated.  The 
Port  of  Boston  at  one  time  was  one  of  the  finest 
ports  on  the  Kast  Coast.  At  that  time  ships 
came  here  from  all  over  the  world,  giving  employ- 
ment to  the  men  that  worked  on  the  water  front, 
and  giving  business  to  the  merchants  of  New  Eng- 
land. There  has  heen  something  happening  here 
in  Boston  which  has  put  us  in  a  very  bad  position, 
and  I  suggest  it  is  the  rates  charged  by  the  New 
York,  New  Haven  and  Hartford  Railroad.  In 
South  Boston  alone,  where  we  have  some  of  the 
finest  docks  on  the  East  Coast,  the  New  York, 
New  Haven  and  Hartford  Railroad,  which  has  a 
monopoly  on  these  docks — and  it  is  the  only 
railroad  that,  goes  to  the  South  Boston  piers — 
charges  a  56-cent  tax  per  ton  for  wharfage.  I 
believe  I  am  in  order,  Mr.  President. 

President  KELLY — I  have  not  said  a  word, 
councilor.     Councilor  Scannell. 

Coun.  SCANNELL — I  realize,  gentlemen,  this 
— that  in  South  Boston,  where  the  government 
has  spent  millions  and  millions  of  dollars  trying 
to  build  up  these  docks,  and  realizing,  gentlemen, 
where  Boston,  I  believe,  was  one  of  the  largest 
embarkation  stations  in  the  world,  we  have  today, 
after  the  government  built  these  wonderful  docks, 
between  30  and  35  miles  of  railroad  running  to 
them,  and  it  is  nothing  today,  I  might  say,  but  a 
graveyard.  In  South  Boston  in  the  past  week 
there  has  been  one  ship,  what  they  call  the  'Frisco 
boat  from  the  West  Coast,  docked  at  Common- 
wealth Pier  in  South  Boston,  and  from  my  infor- 
mation in  New  York  there  have  been  500  ocean- 
going vessels  docked  in  the  past  week,  and  51 
were  waiting  to  go  in,  waiting  for  wharf  space. 
Mind  you,  at  the  South  Boston  docks,  where  the 
New  Haven  Railroad  charges  56  cents  per  ton  for 
wharfage — that  is,  to  have  the  stevedore  take  it 
off  the  boat  and  just  lay  it  on  the  wharf,  they 
charge  56  cents  per  ton — and  in  New  York  they 
do  not  charge  a  single  penny.  This  is  something 
the  Boston  Port  Authority  should  go  into,  and 
it  is  something  that  they  should  ask  the  New 
Haven  Railroad  to  suspend.  And  I  shall  further, 
at  next  Monday's  meeting,  go  in  and  ask  the 
Sherman  Anti-Trust  Committee  to  do  something 
about  the  New  Haven  Railroad  and  its  monopoly 
here  in  Massachusetts.  In  South  Boston  we  have 
a  large  number  of  longshoremen  who  derive  their 
living  from  the  docks  of  South  Boston  and  Charles- 
town  and-  East  Boston,  and  lo  and  behold,  can 
you  imagine  551  ships  in  New  York  in  a  week, 
and  one  boat  from  'Frisco  tied  up  at  the  South 
Boston  Commonwealth  Pier?  What  a  sad  state 
of  affairs  it  is  for  the  Boston  Port  Authority! 
But  I  do  not  blame  the  Boston  Port  Authority. 
I  blame  the  men  who  are  monopolizing  our  rail- 
roads here  in  Massachusetts.  As  I  am  talking  by 
unanimous  consent,  I  shall  confine  my  remarks 
until  next  week.  As  I  said,  in  South  Boston — 
and,  incidentally,  for  the  best  interests,  if  the 
gentleman  from  the  Back  Bay  is  not  interested  in 
South  Boston,  then  he  can  leave,  but  I  am,  and 
I  don't  want  any  remarks.  The  New  Haven  Rail- 
road, as  I  understand  it,  in  the  past  eight  or  ten 
years  refused  to  pay  the  City  of  Boston  any  taxes. 
To  the  credit  of  the  Mayor  of  Boston,  James 
Michael  Curley,  he  was  responsible  for  getting 
8125,000  in  taxes  from  the  New  Haven  Railroad. 
It  is  a  sad  situation,  gentlemen.  You  will  hear 
from  me  later  in  regard  to  the  New  Haven  Rail- 
road, which  was  monopolizing  business  and  by- 
passing the  City  of  Boston,  sending  anything  they 
have  from  New  England  into  New  Vork  to  be 
shipped  out.  I  am  still  within  my  rights,  although 
it  is  pretty  hard.  Anything  coming  into  the 
Port  of  Boston  was  by-passed  by  Lowell  and 
went  into  New  York.  I  know  that  the  Boston 
Port  Authority  is  going  to  have  a  tough  job  in 
asking  the  New  Haven  Railroad  to  bring  the 
business  into  Boston.  I  know  that  there  were 
solicitors  from  the  New  Haven  Railroad  who  told 
Dan  Donovan,  the  International  Vice-President 
of  the  Longshoremen's  Union,  that  they  were 
soliciting  business  for  the  New  Haven  Railroad, 
and  the  railroad  turned  it  over  to  the  New  York 
Port  Authority.  It  is  a  bad  state  of  affairs  when 
anybodj  can  come  from  Pennsylvania  and  control 
the    railroads    in    this    city,    an    outside    intere'st 


building  up  the  Pennsylvania  Railroad  and  leav- 
ing the  Port  of  Boston  in  a  destitute  condition. 
If  we  do  not  do  something  about  this,  there  is 
going  to  be  a  terrible  disaster  in  Boston.  Boston 
is  going  to  be  the  worst  port  in  the  country.  You 
will  not  have  a  Port  of  Boston  if  the  New  Haven 
Railroad  has  something  to  do  with  it  or  any  of 
its  stooges  up  in  the  Legislature,  fighting  for  some 
of  their  bills.  Some  of  their  tools,  as  I  may  call 
them,  voted  for  it.  In  closing  for  today,  I  want 
to  congratulate  the  members,  whether  they  be 
Republican  or  Democratic,  who  have  an  interest 
in  the  Port  of  Boston  and  have  voted  for  this  bill. 
I  will  contend  on  a  public  platform  against  the 
gentleman  who  led  the  fight  to  destroy  the  Port 
of  Boston.  I  might  say  that  the  gentleman  who 
is  so  well  versed  in  Boston  and  has  the  interests 
of  Boston,  although  he  be  the  gentleman  from 
Ward  5,  Henry  Shattuck  who  was  a  colleague 
of  mine  here,  went  out  and  fought  to  have  this 
bill  passed.  He  has  to  be  congratulated,  and  also 
each  one  of  these  men  who  voted  for  this  bill. 
I  will  be  on  my  feet  next  Monday,  and  I  will  say 
some  more  in  regard  to  this  dissolving  of  the 
Boston  Railroad  Holding  Corporation. 

President  KEBLY — The  order  is  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  Rules. 

Coun.  RUSSO — Mr.  President,  I  ask  unanimous 
consent. 

President  KELLY — Councilor  Russo  asks  unani- 
mous consent  to  make  a  statement.  Do  I  hear  any 
opposition?     Councilor  Russo. 

Coun.  RUSSO — Mr.  President,  I  heartily  agree 
with  what  the  distinguished  councilor  from  Ward  6 
(Coun.  Scannell)  just  stated.  I  cannot  help  being 
reminded  of  what  happened  32  years  ago.  I  have 
a  certain  love  and  affection  for  the  port  of  the  City 
of  Boston.  It  was  in  the  port  of  the  City  of 
Boston  that  I  first  put  my  foot  on  this  great  land 
of  ours,  America,  in  1914,  a  small  boy  of  eight  and 
one  half  years  of  age  when  I  got  off  the  steamer  that 
brought  me  here.  I  saw — and  it  is  still  vivid 
in  my  mind — the  hundreds  of  individuals  working 
in  the  Port  of  Boston,  particularly  on  what  was 
known  as  the  Commonwealth  Pier  Hundreds  of 
people  were  deriving  their  livelihood  from  the 
activities  of  the  Port  of  Boston  which  have  now 
faded  away.  I  wonder  when  the  authorities 
of  the  Port  of  Boston  will  see  the  port  put  in  its 
right  and  proper  condition.  Mr.  President,  we 
must  realize  one  fact,  the  war  has  ended.  Cer- 
tainly we  know  that  there  are  various  countries 
throughout  the  world  that  have  been  devastated 
by  this  second  World  War.  We  also  must  realize 
that  we  here  in  America  must  import  and  export, 
and  must  distribute  to  other  nations  throughout 
the  world.  It  is  not  only  a  selfish  motive  because 
we  want  to  distribute  to  nations  or  gain  money, 
but  there  is  also  an  obligation  on  the  part  of 
all  the  officials  of  the  city  and  state  governments 
to  make  sure  that  the  people  have  employment. 
We  must  realize  that  in  a  very  short  time,  as 
soon  as  this  state  of  mind  disappears  from  the 
people,  recalling  what  we  had  to  go  through  in  this 
war,  when  things  are  going  to  be  settled,  there  is 
no  question  that  many  importations  must  reach 
our  port.  Having  all  that  in  mind,  I  say  that  the 
Port  of  Boston  could  be  made  to  be  the  No.  1  port 
of  the  country  by  repairing  it  and  putting  it  into 
condition.  The  piers  of  the  port  must  be  repaired. 
We  also  must  realize  that  many  tourists,  either  for 
business  purposes  or  for  vacation,  will  leave  the 
nation  to  travel  through  various  other  countries. 
Just  imagine  the  enterprise,  the  work,  the  man- 
power, that  is  needed  when  these  things  take  place. 
I  say  something  ought  to  be  done.  I  say  some- 
thing ought  to  be  done  by  the  officials  in  Congress 
to  see  that  the  Port  of  Boston  will  be  given  its 
proper  place  throughout  the  nation.  I  hope  that 
they  will  take  notice  in  order  to  see  and  give  work 
to  the  people  of  the  City  of  Boston  and  to  make  it 
port  No.  1,  where  we  can  compete  with  any  port 
throughout  the  United  States.  In  that  way  we 
will  eliminate  to  a  certain  degree  the  unemploy- 
ment which  is  facing  the  people  and  the  veterans 
who  are  coming  back  in  the  near  future. 

The  resolve  stood  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
Rules. 


STUDY    OF    AWARDING    OF    CITY     CON- 
TRACTS BY   FINANCE  COMMISSION. 

Coun.  CHASE  offered  the  following: 
Ordered,    That    the    Boston    Finance    Commis- 
sion be  requested  to  review  and  study  all  contracts  . 
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awarded  by  the  City  Purchasing  Department  with- 
out bid  for  $1,000  or  more,  with  a  view  to  deter- 
mining whether  or  not  it  would  be  more  economical 
to  change  the  present  system  of  awarding  such 
contracts. 

Coun.  CHASE — Mr.  President,  it  seems  to  me 
that  the  time  has  come  when  we  should  make  an 
effort  to  determine  once  and  for  all  whether  or  not 
our  present  system  in  awarding  contracts  is  not 
antiquated.  I  feel,  Mr,  President  that  any  business 
house  which  conducts  a  business  on  such  a  large 
scale  as  the  City  of  Boston  does,  which,  inciden- 
tally, is  the  largest  corporation  in  New  England, 
should  conduct  itself  as  any  business  corporation 
would.  I  know  of  many  business  institutions 
which  in  awarding  contracts  endeavor  to  get 
quality  merchandise  and  quality  products  at  the 
very  lowest  possible  price.  In  awarding  those 
contracts  they  group  them  all  together  in  order 
to  get  the  lowest  price.  It  would  seem  to  me  that 
the  City  of  Boston  in  awarding  oil  contracts 
might  possibly  be  able  to  get  a  more  advantageous 
price  for  the  taxpayers  by  grouping  these  contracts 
all  into  one  large  contract  and  advertising  them  to 
the  lowest  bidder,  giving  the  contract  to  the 
lowest  bidder.  Likewise  with  your  mercantile 
contracts,  and  all  the  way  _  down  the  line.  It 
would  seem  the  logical  business  way  of  getting 
or  awarding  the  business  to  the  low  bidder  nat- 
urally qualified  to  give  the  city  quality  merchan- 
dise. I  think,  Mr.  President,  if  the  city  were  to 
undertake  in  the  future  a  plan  of  doing  business 
in  that  way,  many  thousands  of  dollars  would  be 
saved.  I  believe  that,  if  the  Boston  Finance 
Commission  were  to  make  a  thorough  study  of 
the  awarding  of  contracts  by  our  municipal  govern- 
ment, especially  contracts  for  $1,000  or  more 
which  are  awarded  without  bid,  they  would 
unquestionably  give  us  information  which  would 
satisfy  to  the  extent  that  we  would  know  for  a 
fact  that  the  city  could  undertake  to  award  its 
contracts  to  the  lowest  bidders  instead  of  under 
the  present  system.  The  Boston  Finance  Com- 
mission is  given  an  appropriation  of  $50,000  each 
year  for  the  purpose  of  just  such  missions  as  I  am 
urging  the  Council  to  request  of  them  today.  They 
have  all  the  necessary  engineers,  statisticians  and 
ways  to  determine  the  facts  necessary  in  giving 
us  an  answer.  I  feel,  Mr.  President,  since  the 
Boston  Finance  Commission  is  composed  of 
individuals  appointed  by  different  governors, 
that  they  would  give  us  an  unbiased  opinion.  They 
would  give  us  an  honest  opinion.  I  believe  that 
the  chances  are  that  they  not  only  would  give  us 
an  opinion  but  they  would  advocate  a  plan  which, 
if  adopted,  would  save  the  citizens  of  Boston 
money  in  the  long  run.  I  trust  that  the  council 
will  adopt  the  order. 

President  KELLY — Councilor  Chase  asks  for 
suspension  of  the  rule  and  the  passage  of  the  order. 

Coun.  SULLIVAN— Where  the  order  is  re- 
questing the  Finance  Commission  to  make  an 
investigation,  and  we  have  not  a  quorum,  I  move 
the  order  be  referred  to  the  Executive  Committee. 

President  KELLY — The  question  in  on  the 
motion  to  refer  to  the  Executive  Committee.  It 
is  a  vote  and  so  ordered. 


UNFINISHED  BUSINESS. 

Coun.  SULLIVAN — I  move  that  No.  1  be  taken 
from  table  and  passed,  and  No.  2  be  taken  from 
the  calender  and  placed  on  file. 

Nos.  1  and  2  on  the  calendar,  on  the  table,  were 
as  follows: 

1.  Order  that  Election  Commission  refuse  to 
certify  candidates  not  residents  of  districts  in  which 
they  seek  office. 

2.  Communication  of  Corporation  Counsel 
relative  to  powers  of  City  Council  to  obtain  certain 
information. 

Coun.  LINEHAN — Mr.  President,  may  I  just 
comment  briefly  on  item  2?  Because  we  of  the 
City  Council  are  now  going  to  place  this  item  on 
file  does  not  mean  we  concur  in,  the  opinion  of  the 
Corporation  Counsel.  I,  for  one,  certainly  do  not. 
I  sincerely  hope  that  the  department  heads  under 
the  present  administration  do  not  get  any  idea 
from  this  so-called  opinion  from  the  Corporation 
Counsel  that  it  will  in  the  future  allow  them  to 
stay  away  from  any  meeting  which  we  might 
request  them  to  be  present  at.  I  do  not  want  it 
to  look  as  though  we  are  not  further  interested  in 
this  matter.  I  for  one,  and  I  know  every  other 
councilor  in  here,  is  interested,  but  I  think  it  is  due 
to  the  fact  that  we  have  already  acted   on   this 


matter  some  time  before  and  we  spoke  on  it  ^  to 
some  extent  that  we  are  probably  now  acting 
to  place  it  on  file.  Let  the  department  heads 
beware.  Some  of  us  in  the  City  Council  will  see 
if  we  can,  within  our  means,  that  business  is  con- 
ducted the  way  it  should  be  in  a  large  city  such  as 
ours. 

Coun.  CHASE— What  is  the  motion,  Mr. 
President? 

President  KELLY— Taking  Nos.  1  and  2  from 
the  calendar  and  placing  them  on  file  merely  to 
clear  up  the  calendar. 

Coun.  SULLIVAN— This  has  been  on  the 
calendar  three  weeks.  There  is  a  paper  shortage. 
If  it  is  not  removed,  it  is  going  to  be  printed  next 
week.  You  can  always  bring  up  a  new  order  next 
week,  or  the  week  afterwards. 

Coun.  BAYLEY — I  wish  to  say  I  concur 
heartily  with  everything  the  distinguished  coun- 
cilor from  Ward  7  (Coun.  Linehan)  has  said.  I 
believe  it  is  important  that  the  department  heads 
realize  we  are  going  to  look  into  the  municipal 
affairs  of  Boston  and  protect  the  interest  of  the 
taxpayers.  I  disagree  with  the  opinion  of  the 
Corporation  Counsel.  He  said  it  was  not  our 
business  and  it  was  not  the  function  of  the  Mayor 
to  give  us  the  number  of  employees  as  requested. 

1  agree  with  the  distinguished  councilor  from 
Ward  7  and  do  not  agree  with  the  Corporation 
Counsel  for  the  City  of  Boston. 

Coun.  RUSSO — Mr.  President,  of  course  I  have 
to  concur  in  what  the  previous  gentleman  just 
stated.  I  agree  with  Councilor  Sullivan  to  take 
this  off  the  table  and  to  file  it.  He  has  outlined  the 
shortage  of  paper.  I  do  not  think  we  ought  to 
waste  the  city  money  in  having  this  appear  again, 
unless  we  really  have  to.  I  do  not  concur  with  the 
.opinion  given  by  the  Corporation  Counsel,  as  I 
have  stated  in  the  previous  meetings.  ^  Therefore, 
it  does  not  mean  that  because  I  am  in  favor  of 
removing  this  from  the  table  that  I  concur  with  the 
opinion  given  by  the  Corporation  Counsel. 

Coun.  LINEHAN — I  want  to  add  for  the  sake 
of  the  record,  somewhat  apropos  of  the  No.  2  item, 
that  we  did  have  a  commissioner  before  us  in  Execu- 
tive Session  today.  He  denied  ever  stating  that 
the  City  Councilors  were  responsible  for  not  appro- 
priating money  so  that  the  City  of  Boston  could 
take  advantage  of  purchasing  items  from  the  War 
Surplus  Commodities  Service.  That  gentleman 
openly,  before  all  the  councilors  and  newspaper- 
men, "denied  ever  having  said  it.  I  at  least  want  to 
have  it  in  print  in  the  City  Record  that  the  Super- 
intendent of  Supplies,  the  so-called  General  Rose 
absolves  the  City  Council  of  all  blame. 

President  KELLY — The  question  comes  on 
Councilor  Sullivan's  motion  to  remove  Nos.  1  and 

2  from  the  calendar  and  that  No.  1  be  passed,  and 
No.  2  placed  on  file. 

It  is  a  vote  and  so  ordered. 

Coun.  CHASE— Mr.  President. 

President  KELLY — For  what  purpose  does  the 
gentleman  rise? 

Coun.  CHASE — I  move  that  the  order  asking 
that  the  Finance  Commission  make  a  study  of  all 
contracts  over  $1,000  without  bid  be  taken  from 
the  Executive  Session.  May  I  say  that  the  motion 
was  made  under  the  guise  of  our  lacking  a  quorum? 
We  now  have  a  quorum.  I  see  no  necessity  for 
delaying  the  passage  of  the  order  for  another  week. 
It  is  a  simple  order.  Mr.  President,  I  hope  in  order 
to  acquaint  the  members  of  the  Council  who  were 
outside  at  the  time  the  order  was  read  by  the  clerk, 
that  the  clerk  will  again  read  my  order  so  that  we 
may  pass  on  it. 

President  KELLY — Before  the  clerk  reads  the 
order,  I  might  say  unfortunately  your  motion  is 
out  of  order.  It  takes  15  votes  to  remove  it  from 
the  Executive  Session.  I  will  ring  the  bell  for  you. 
If  there  are  15  members  around,  your  motion  will 
be  in  order. 

Coun.  CHASE — Can't  I  move  reconsideration 
of  that  order? 

President  KELLY — The  only  motion  that  is  in 
order,  councilor,  is  your  motion  to  take  from  the 
committee,  but  unfortunately  there  are  not  15 
members  of  the  Council  here. 

Coun.  CHASE — A  motion  to  reconsider  is  in 
order.  A  motion  to  reconsider  the  vote  would  be 
in  order. 

President  KELLY — The  only  motion  that 
would  be  in  order  would  be  a  motion  to  take  from 
the  committee.  It  is  out  of  the  hands  of  the  Coun- 
cil right  now.     It  is  in  the  committee. 

Coun.  CHASE — A  motion  to  reconsider  the  vote 
whereby  the  matter  was  put  into  committee  is  in 
order,  isn't  it? 
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CITY     COUNCIL. 


President  KELLY — I  am  sorry.  It  is  out  of 
order. 

Coun.  KINSELLA— Mr.  President. 

Coun.  LINEHAN— Mr.  President. 

President  KELLY — Councilor  Kinsella. 

Coun.  KINSELLA — Mr.  President,  a  point' of 
order.  The  gentleman  did  not  receive  unanimous 
consent  to  withdraw  his  first  motion  in  order  to 
introduce  the  motion  on  reconsideration. 

President  KELLY — A  motion  for  reconsidera- 
tion is  not  in  order.  This  matter  is  now  before  the 
Executive  Committee.  The  only  motion  in  order 
js  to  take  from  the  Executive  Committee.  It 
rcquires  15  votes  of  the  Council. 

Coun.  KINSELLA — Mr.  President,  my  point 
of  order  was  the  gentleman  did  not  ask  unanimous 
consent  to  withdraw  his  original  motion  which 
was  the  passage  of  the  order.  Since  he  had  dis- 
covered a  quorum,  he  asked  for  withdrawal  from 
the  committee  in  order  to  ask  for  reconsideration. 
He  must  have  unanimous  consent  to  withdraw  his 
first  motion. 

President  KELLY — The  motion  for  reconsidera- 
tion is  out  of  order.     The  only  motion 

Coun.  CHASE — Mr.  President,  may  I  ask  you 
what  rule  you  are  making  the  ruling  on? 

President  KELLY — You  cannot  reconsider 
something  that  is  not  before  you.  This  matter  is 
in  Executive  Session. 

Coun.  CHASE — May  I  request  you  give  me  the 
riding  in  the  book  whereby  you  hold  such  a 
decision? 

President  KELLY — I  am  sorry.  It  is  not  in  the 
book.  I  would  have  to  go  into  Cushing's  Manual 
to  find  the  rule. 

Coun.  LINEHAN — Mr.  President,  a  point  of 
parliamentary  inquiry.  I  will  ask  a  question  at 
the  end  of  this.  Unless  business  intervenes  be- 
tween that  so-called  motion  of  referring  it  to  the 
Executive  Committee,  unless  business  intervening 
stops  his  motion  for  reconsideration,  it  seems  to  me 
that  any  motion  such  as  that  can  be  reconsidered 
unless  the  rules  specifically  state  if  any  other  matter 
intervenes  between  the  time  the  motion  prevails 
and  his  present  motion 

President  KELLY — I  am  sorry  to  disagree  with 
you.  A  motion  to  reconsider  is  out  of  order.  The 
only  motion  in  order  is  taking  from  the  committee 
which  requires  fifteen  votes. 

Coun.  CHASE— Mr.  President. 

President  KELLY — Just  a  minute,  councilor. 
The  Chair  will  read  the  rule.  We  have  a  definite 
rule  about  taking  from  the  committee.  "  If  within 
thirty  days  a  matter  referred  to  a  committee  is  not 
reported  upon,  it  may  be  recalled  by  a  two-thirds 
vote  of  all  the  members,"  15  votes  of  the  members 
of  the  Council. 

Coun.  CHASE — Mr.  President,  I  am  asking 
reconsideration  of  the  vote  that  referred  that  to  the 
committee. 

President  KELLY — I  am  sorry,  councilor,  I 
made  my  ruling.  You  are  out  of  order.  There  is 
no  reconsideration. 

Coun.  LINEHAN— Mr.  President. 

President  KELLY — For  what  purpose  does  the 
gentleman  rise? 

Coun.  LINEHAN — A  point  of  parliamentary 
inquiry.  I  would  like  to  ask  through  you,  sir, 
from  the  clerk  just  what  matters  can  be  recon- 
sidered if  this  one  cannot  be? 

President  KELLY — That  is  an  easy  question  to 
answer.  Any  matter  that  is  still  in  the  hands  of 
the  Council  can  be  reconsidered.  This  matter  is 
out  of  the  hands  of  the  Council.  The  matter  is 
in  the  Executive  Committee.  It  has  been  referred 
to  the  Executive  Committee  and  is  out  of  the  hands 
of  the  Council. 

Coun.  LINEHAN —  A  further  point  of  parlia- 
mentary inquiry.  If  any  order  is  given  to  any 
committee  by  the  President  of  this  Body,  does 
that  mean  that  by  his  act  it  cannot  be  reconsidered 
by  the  Council? 

President  KELLY — It  cannot  be  reconsidered 
once  it  is  referred  to  the  committee.  It  has  to  be 
recalled  from  the  committee,  which  takes  a  two- 
thirds  vote  of  the  members  of  the  Council. 

Coun.  KINSELLA — Mr.  President,  a  point  of 
information.  In  view  of  the  fact  the  gentleman 
from  Ward  4  (Coun.  Chase)  has  been  ruled  out  of 
order,  I  would  like  to  introduce  this  bill. 

President  KELLY — I  ruled  his  motion  out  of 
order. 

Coun.  KINSELLA — There  is  no  motion  before 
the  Body. 

Coun.  CHASE— Mr.  President. 


Coun.  KINSELLA — Mr.  President,  I  ask  rec- 
ognition. 

President  KELLY — Does  Councilor  Chase  wish 
to  appeal  the  ruling  of  the  Chair? 

Coun.  CHASE— Mr.  President. 

President  KELLY — I  made  a  ruling.  Aro  you 
appealing  the  ruling,  Councilor  Chase? 

Coun.  CHASE — A  point  of  parliamentary 
inquiry- 
President  KELLY — State  your  point  of  parlia- 
mentary inquiry. 

Coun.  CHASE — It  has  always  been  my  under- 
standing on  any  matter  put  to  a  Council  vote,  a 
motion  for  reconsideration  would  be  right  before 
the  matter  is  finally  disposed  of.  May  I  remind 
you,  sir,  that  I  contend  that  this  matter  has  not 
been  finally  disposed  of  until  all  the  parliamentary 
procedures  have  been  used?  We  had  not  exhausted 
all  the  parliamentary  procedure  before  this  matter 
was  finally  sent  to  Executive  Session.  A  motion 
to  reconsider  always  lies  in  any  vote. 

President  KELLY — I  am  sorry,  councilor.  I 
am  going  to  disagree  with  you.  Your  motion  to 
reconsider  is  out  of  order. 

Coun.  SULLIVAN— Mr.  President. 

President  KELLY — Councilor  Sullivan,  for 
what  purpose  do  you  rise? 

Coun.  CHASE— Mr.  President. 

President  KELLY — Councilor  Sullivan,  for 
what  purpose  do  you  rise? 

Coun.  SULLIVAN — A  point  of  order. 

President  KELLY — The  Chair  recognizes  Coun- 
cilor Sullivan. 

Coun.  CHASE— Mr.  President. 

President  KELLY — Councilor  Sullivan,  state 
your  point  of  order. 

Coun.  CHASE— Mr.  President. 

President  KELLY — Councilor  Chase,  you  are 
out  of  order. 

Coun.  CHASE — A  point  of  parliamentary 
inquiry. 

President  KELLY — The  Chair  recognizes  Coun- 
cilor Sullivan.     State  your  point  of  order. 

Coun.  SULLIVAN — Assuming  the  councilor 
from  Ward  4  (Coun.  Chase)  is  correct,  and  an 
order  does  come  back  here,  every  order  must  have 
two  readings  unless  the  rules  are  suspended. 

President  KELLY— That  is  right. 

Coun.  SULLIVAN — If  there  is  no  objection, 
the  order  then  will  be  held  over  to  the  next  week. 
If  he  were  successful  in  taking  it  from  the  com- 
mittee, I  would  object  and  it  would  be  held  over 
until  the  next  meeting.  He  will  be  no  further 
ahead.     We  are  wasting  a  lot  of  talk. 

President  KELLY — I  am  trying  to  explain  to 
the  gentleman  it  takes  15  votes  to  take  it  from 
the  Executive  Session.     There  are  13  present. 

Coun.  CHASE — Mr.  President,  will  you  advise 
me  in  the  rule  book  where  you  make  this  ruling 
that  reconsideration  cannot  be  had? 

President  KELLY — Rule  14  at  the  top  of  page  4. 
I  have  already  read  it  to  the  Body. 

Coun.  KINSELLA— Mr.  President. 

President  KELLY — For  what  purpose  does  the 
gentleman  rise? 

Coun.  KINSELLA — Is  there  a  motion  before 
the  Body? 

President  KELLY — There  is  no  motion  before 
the  Body. 

Coun.  KINSELLA — I  ask  recognition,  Mr. 
President. 

President  KELLY — The  Chair  recognizes  Coun- 
cilor Kinsella. 


REPAIRS  IN  TRAINING  FIELD  PARK, 
CHARLESTOWN. 

Coun.  KINSELLA  offered  the  following: 
Ordered,  That  his  Honor  the  Mayor  be  requested 
to  instruct  the  chairman  of  the  Board  of  Park  Com- 
missioners to  proceed  immediately  to  the  repair- 
ing in  every  description  of  Training  Field  Park  in 
Charles  town. 

Passed  under  suspension  of  the  rule. 


ACCEPTANCE  OF  NILES  STREET,  WARD  22. 

Coun.  MADDEN  offered  the  following: 
Ordered ,  That  the  Board  of  Street  Commissioners 
be  requested,  through  his  Honor  the  Mayor,  to 
accept  and  lay  out  Niles  street,  Ward  22,  as  a  public 
highway. 

Passed  under  suspension  of  the  rule. 
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ADJOURNMENT. 

Coun.  COOK — I  make  a  motion  we  adjourn. 

President  KELLY — Councilor  Cook  moves  we 
do  now  adjourn.     It  is  a  vote  and  so  ordered. 

Coun.  CHASE— I  doubt  the  vote. 

President  KELLY — Councilor  Chase  doubts 
the  vote  and  asks  for  a  standing  vote.  Those  in 
favor  of  adjourning  will  please  stand.  There  are 
nine  in  favor  and  four  opposed.  It  is  a  vote,  and 
so  ordered. 

Coun.  BAYLEY— Mr.  President,  I  ask  a  roll 
call  vote,  three  of  us  having  stood. 


President  KELLY — Three  did  not  stand.  No, 
you  asked  for  a  standing  vote.     We  are  adjourned. 

Coun.  BAYLEY— Mr.  President,  we  ask  for  a 
roll  call  vote. 

Coun.  LINEHAN — Four  of  us  were  standing. 

President  KELLY — I  called  a  standing  vote, 
and  three  of  you  were  not  standing. 

Coun.     BAYLEY— We  want  a  roll  call  vote. 


Adjourned,  on  motion  of  Coun.  COOK,  at 
G.30  p.  m.,  to  meet  on  Monday,  May  20,  1946,  at 
2  p.  m. 


CITT   OF  BOSTON 


PRINTING   DEPARTMENT 


CITY     COUNCIL. 
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CITY  OF  BOSTON. 


Proceedings  of  City  Council. 


Monday,  May  20,  1946. 

Regular  meeting  of  the  City  Council  held  in  the 
Council  Chamber,  City  Hall,  at  2  p.  m.,  President 
KELLY  in  the  chair.     Absent,  Coun.  Coffey. 

The  meeting  was  opened  with  the  salute  to  the 
Flag. 


JURORS   DRAWN. 

President  KELLY — The  Chair  is  in  receipt  of  a 
venire  for  jurors.  The  City  Messenger  will  so 
notify  his  Honor  the  Mayor. 

(The  City  Messenger  reported  that  the  Mayor 
was  not  available.) 

Jurors  were  drawn,  Coun.  SCANNELL  pre- 
siding at  the  box  in  the  absence  of  the  Mayor,  as 
follows: 

Forty  traverse  jurors,  Superior  Criminal  Court, 
to  appear  June  4,  1946,  viz.: 

William  L.  Cooney,  Ward  1 ;  Martin  Doucett. 
Ward  3;  Thomas  Grant,  Ward  3:  Robert  G 
Champagne,  Ward  4;  Gregory  Vladicas,  Ward  4 
Ernest  P.  F.  Hakanson,  Ward  5;  Irvin  M.  Kelley 
Ward  5;  Edward  J.  Dubois,  Ward  7;  John 
Reardon,  Ward  7;  William  Thomas  Lyons 
Ward  8;  John  C.  Stevenson,  Ward  9;  Robert  E 
Martin,  Ward  10;  Robert  DiGiovine,  Ward  11 
Richard  B.  Jackson,  Ward  12;  Harry  Tobin 
Ward  12;  John  Cotter,  Ward  13;  Charles  M 
Lauder,  Ward  13;  Max  Fainblatt,  Ward  14 
Abraham  Fine,  Ward  14;  William  Marsh,  Ward  14 
Morris  Milgram,  Ward  14;  Peter  W.  Mulvey 
Ward  14;  Samuel  Port,  Ward  14;  Benjamin 
Sherman,  Ward  14;  George  Lipson,  Ward  15 
Albert  J.  Worlev,  Ward  15;  Harold  J.  Cheyne 
Ward  17;  Alfred  H.  Allen,  Ward  18;  William  F 
Brown,  Ward  18;  Harry  D.  Lockhart,  Jr.,  Ward  18 
John  J.  Grady,  Jr.,  Ward  19;  Thomas  E.  Dav 
Ward  20;  James  P.  Griffin,  Ward  20;  J.  Ralph 
Jackman,  Ward  20;  Herbert  H.  Russell,  Ward  20 
Joseph  M.  Sullivan,  Ward  20;  George  M.  Har 
rington,  Ward' 21;  Frank  M.  Keefe,  Ward  21 
Albert  L.  Hutton,  Ward  22;  John  E.  Waters 
Ward  22. 


APPOINTMENTS  BY  THE  MAYOR. 

Subject  to  confirmation  by  the  Council,  the 
Mayor  submitted  the  following  appointments, 
viz.: 

Constables  to  serve  without  bond  and  without 
authority  to  serve  civil  process  for  term  ending 
April  30,  1947:  Raymond  M.  Lindsay,  197  Kelton 
street,  Allston;  James  W.  Daly,  46  Stanton  street, 
Dorchester. 

Weighers  of  Goods  for  term  ending  April  30, 
1947:  John  C.  McLeod,  16  Ingleside  avenue, 
Maiden;  Nathaniel  C.  Lord,  D.  J.  Cutter  &  Co., 
420  Freeport  street,  Dorchester. 

Severally   referred   to   the  Committee   on   Con-, 
stables    and    Confirmations. 


CANDIDATES  WHO  ARE  NOT  RESIDENTS 
OF   DISTRICT. 
The  following  was  received: 

City  of  Boston, 
Office  of  the  Mayor,  May  17,  1946. 
To  the  City  Council. 

Gentlemen, —  I  transmit  herewith  communica- 
tion from  the  Board  of  Election  Commissioners, 
in  reply  to  your  order  of  May  13,  1946,  to  refuse 
to  certify  the  name  of  any  candidate  who  does  not 
reside  in  the  district  in  which  he  seeks  office. 
Respectfully, 
James  M.  Curley,  Mayor. 


City  of  Boston, 
Election  Department,  May  16,  1946. 
J.  Joseph  Connors, 

Chief  Clerk,  Mayor's  Office. 
Dear  Sir, —  This  is  in  reply  to  your  communica- 
tion of  May  15  with  attached  City  Council  order 
to  the  effect  that  this  Board  refuse  to  certify  the 
name  of  a  candidate  who  does  not  reside  in  the 
district  in  which  he  seeks  office. 

May  we  explain  that  our  duties  in  reference  to 
State  nomination  papers  are  very  limited.  We 
check  signatures  of  persons  who  appear  to  be 
registered  voters  qualified  to  sign;  we  certify  the 
number  of  such  names  appearing  on  each  paper. 
If  the  law  requires  that  a  certificate  of  party  en- 
rollment be  filed  with  the  paper,  we  issue  such 
certificate.  In  no  instance  is  this  Board  called 
upon  to  cjuestion  in  any  way  the  qualifications  of 
the  candidate  in  reference  to  the  nomination  he 
seeks.  The  decision  as  to  a  candidate's  eligibility 
rests  with  the  Secretary  of  the  Commonwealth  and 
with  the  State  Ballot  Law  Commission. 

Since  all  matters  relating  to  the  certification  of 
nomination  papers  are  regulated  by  statute,  the 
Board  has  no  power  to  refuse  to  certify  a  paper 
filed  in  accordance  with  law. 

Very  truly  yours, 
Board  of  Election  Commissioners, 
William  A.  Motley,  Jr., 

Chairman. 
Placed  on  file. 


LIGHTS    AT    FALLON    FIELD,    WARD    20. 

The  following  was  received: 

City  of  Boston, 
Office  of  the  Mayor,  May  18,  1946. 
To  the  City  Council. 

Gentlemen, — I  transmit  herewith  communica- 
tion from  the  Park  Department,  in  reply  to  your 
order  of  May  6,  1946,  to  install  lights  at  Fallon 
Field,  Ward  20,  along  the  walk  between  Belgrade 
avenue  and  Robert  street. 

Respectfully, 
James  M.  Curley,  Mayor. 


City  of  Boston, 
Park  Department,  May  15,  1946. 
J.  Joseph  Connors, 

Chief  Clerk,  Mayor's  Office. 
Dear  Sir, — I  have  your  memorandum  of  May  1 1 
with  inclosure,  order  from  the  City  Council  re- 
questing the  Park  Commission  to  install  lights 
at  Fallon  Field  along  the  walk  between  Belgrade 
avenue  and  Robert  street. 

Please  be  assured  these  will  be  attended  to  as 
soon  as  we  possibly  can  get  to  them.  These 
lights  should  be  installed  and  the  department  will 
light  this  area. 

Very  truly  yours, 
William  P.  Lonp,  Chairman. 
Placed  on  file. 


RELETTERING    OF   SIGNS    THROUGHOUT 
CITY. 
The  following  was  received: 

City  of  Boston, 
Office  of  the  Mayor,  May  17,  1946. 
To  the  City  Council. 

Gentlemen, — I    transmit    herewith   communica- 
tion from  the  Park  Department,  in  reply  to  your 
order  of  May  6,  1946,  to  proceed  at  once  with  the 
relettering  of  signs  throughout  the   city. 
Respectfully, 
James  M.  Curley,  Mayor. 

City  of  Boston, 
Park  Department,  May  15,  1946. 
J.  Joseph  Connors, 

Chief  Clerk,  Mayor's  Office. 
Dear  Mr.  Connors, — I  have  your  memorandum 
of  May  11,  with  inclosure,  order  from  the  City 
Council  requesting  the  Park  Commission  to  pro- 
ceed at  once  to  the  relettering  of  signs  erected 
throughout  the  city  on  parks  and  playgrounds,  etc. 
Please  be  assured  this  will  be  given  immediate 
attention,  but  we  have  only  two  painters  in  the 
department  and  it  will  be  some  little  time  before 
the  job  can   be  completed. 

Very  truly  yours, 
William  P.  Long,  Chairman. 
Placed  on  file. 
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NAMING   OF   MARINE   PARK,   ETC. 
The  following  was  received: 

City  of  Boston. 
Office  of  the  -Mayor.  May  18,  1946. 
To  the  <  'ity  Council. 

Gentlemen, — I  transmit  herewith  communica- 
tion from  the  Park  Department,  in  reply  to  your 
Council  order  of  May  (i,  L946,  to  name  the  newly 
constructed  bandstand  at  Marine  Park  in  honor 
of  South  Boston  veterans  who  served  in  all  wars, 
and  to  arrange  a  schedule  of  nightly  and  Sunday 
band  concerts  for  the  summer  months. 
Respectfully, 
James  M.  Cuhley,  Mayor. 

City  of  Boston, 
Park  Department,  May  17,  1946. 
J.  Joseph  Connors, 

Chief  Clerk,  Major's  Office. 

Dear  Sir. — I  have  jour  memorandum  of  May  11 
with  enclosure,  order  from  the  City  Council  that 
the  newly' constructed  bandstand  at  Marine  Park 
be  named  in  honor  of  South  Boston  veterans  who 
served  in  all  wars,  and  to  arrange  a  schedule  of 
nightly  and  Sundaj-  band  concerts  for  the  summer 
months. 

The  naming  of  this  bandstand,  which  is  in 
Marine  Park  will  have  to  be  taken  up  with  his 
Honor  the  Major — this  is  one  of  the  principal 
parks  in  South  Boston,  it  is  a  newlj'  built  stand, 
and  he  is  deeplj'  interested  in  this  area;  having  built 
and  developed  it  in  his  former  administration. 

Regarding  the  band  concerts,  if  I  can  obtain  the 
use  of  the  Coast  Guard  or  the  Armj'  bands,  I  would 
be  very  pleased  to  get  them  to  plaj'  Sundaj's,  but 
I  don't  think  I  could  get  any  bands  to  play  nights, 
without  a  hired  band,  and  we  have  no  money 
available  in  the  budget  for  the  hiring  of  bands. 

I  will  inform  jrou  at  a  later  date  what  I  can  do 
about  the  band  concerts. 

Very  truly  j'ours, 
William  P.  Long,  Chairman. 

Placed  on  file. 


RESURFACING   OF   PENDER   STREET, 

WARD   20. 
The  following  was  received: 

City  of  Boston, 
Office  of  the  Mayor,  May  18,  1946. 
To  the  City  Council. 

Gentlemen, — I  transmit  herewith  communi- 
cation from  the  Commissioner  of  Public  Works, 
in  reply  to  your  order  of  Maj'  6,  1946,  to  resurface 
Pender  street,  Ward  20,  which  is  in  a  vefy  danger- 
ous condition. 

Respectfully, 
James  M.  Curley,  Mayor. 

City  of  Boston, 
Public  Works  Department,  May  14,  1946. 
To  J.  Joseph  Connors,  Chief  Clerk,  Maj'or's  Office. 
From   Robert   P.    Curley,    Commissioner,    Public 

Works  Department. 
Subject:  Pender  Street,  Ward  20. 

I  return  herewith  order  in  City  Council  that  the 
Commissioner  of  Public  Works  resurface  Pender 
street,  Ward  20,  and  this  will  advise  you  that  this 
street  will  be  put  on  the  list  of  streets  to  be  given 
consideration  for  construction  this  year. 

Robert  P.  Curley, 
Commissioner  of  Public  Works. 
Placed  on  file. 


RETIREMENT   BENEFITS. 

The  following  was  received: 

Citj'  of  Boston, 
Office  of  the  Mayor,  May  20,  1946. 
To  the  City  Council. 

Gentlemen, — In  reply  to  your  order  of  May  13, 
1946,  requesting  me  to  direct  the  Boston  Retire- 
ment Board  to  increase  the  minimum  retirement 
benefits,  permit  me  to  say  that  neither  the  Major 
nor  the  Retirement  Board  can  comply  with  this 
proposal,  as  the  benefits  are  fixed  by  the  provisions 
of  the  statute  establishing  the  Retirement  System. 

In  1924,  on  my  petition,  the  law  was  amended  to 
establish  a  minimum  of  $480,  and  I  do  not  consider 
it  advisable  to  take  up  any  question  of  increase 
until  the  pending  legislation  is  disposed  of  and  it  is 


determined  whether  or  not  the  city  emploj'ees  will 
be  permitted  to  join  the  new  State  system. 
Respectfully, 
James  M.  Curley,  Mayor. 

The  message  was  declared  placed  on  file,  but 
later  in  the  session  Coun.  HANNON  moved  that 
the  matter  be  withdrawn  and  referred  to  the 
Executive  Committee. 

Coun.  HANNON— Mr.  President,  I  would  like 
to  ask  unanimous  consent  to  withdraw  the  matter 
already  placed  on  file  and  have  it  referred  to  the 
Executive  Committee.  It  pertained  to  minimum 
pensions  paid  by  the  City  of  Boston.  The  reason 
I  am  doing  this,  Mr.  President,  is  that  in  the  letter 
from  his  Honor  the  Mayor  he  informs  us  that  some 
legislation  is  being  enacted  which  will  take  care 
of  the  matter.  If  we  keep  it  alive  here,  we  will 
see  that  something  is  done  on  it.  At  the  suggestion 
of  one  of  the  reporters,  I  received  some  very  in- 
teresting figures.  We  have  2,108  people  on  the 
pension  rolls  of  the  City  of  Boston.  Onlj'  352 
receive  a  pension  of  $900  or  over;  1,256  are  receiving 
less  than  $900.  Four  hundred  and  twenty-three 
are  receiving  onlj'  $40  a  month.  Seventy-seven 
people  who  contributed  part  of  their  salary  to 
obtain  a  pension  are  receiving  even  less  than  $40 
a  month.  Now,  we  are  up  against  this  problem: 
Men  and  women,  matrons,  laborers,  work  for  the 
city  and  give  their  best.  They  have  money 
deducted  from  their  paj'  each  week  with  the 
stipulation  they  are  to  receive  a  pension.  They 
get  through  after  j'ears  of  service.  Four  hundred 
and  twenty-three  of  them  receive  only  $40  a  month. 
Seventj'-seven  of  them  receive  less  than  $40  a 
month.  If  they  are  smart  they  will  take  out  the 
money  they  have  contributed  to  our  retirement 
system,  and  go  on  to  old  age  assistance.  They 
get  more  monej'  on  the  old  age  assistance  without 
contributing  a  pennj'  than  they  do  under  our 
retirement  system.  Something  should  be  done 
to  benefit  these  people.  His  Honor  the  Maj'or 
suggested  in  his  letter  that  something  is  being 
done.  I  would  like  this  referred  to  the  Executive 
Committee  so  that  each  councilor  here  might 
find  out  what  is  being  done.  If  possible,  we  may 
introduce  some  action  to  alleviate  the  suffering 
of  these  people  who  are  taxed  for  a  retirement 
fund  and  then  find  out  on  their  retirement  they 
receive  less  money  than  they  would  have  recei\red 
under  the  old  age  act. 

The  Mayor's  message  was  referred  to  the 
Executive  Committee. 


DATA  RE  TAXES  ON  HOUSING  PROJECTS. 
The  following  was  received: 

City  of  Boston, 
Office  of  the  Mayor,  May  16,  1946. 
To  the  City  Council. 

Gentlemen, —  I  transmit  herewith  communica- 
tion from  the  City  Collector,  in  reply  to  your 
order  of  April  22,  1946,  relative  to  what  the  City 
of  Boston  obtained  from  the  Boston  Housing 
Authority  in  taxes  for  the  past  five  years,  and  also 
taxes  derived  before  the  Housing  Authority  took 
over  these  properties. 

Respectfully, 
James  M.  Curley,  Mayor. 

Citj'  of  Boston, 
Collecting  Department,  May  2,  1946. 
Mr.  J.  Joseph  Connors, 

Chief  Clerk,  Mayor's  office. 
Dear  Sir, —  In  answer  to  your  letter  of  April  26 
on    the    City    Council    order    for    information    on 
housing    projects,    the    following    information    is 
available  in  the  Collector's  office: 
Total    receipts,    eight    projects,     1941 

through  1945 $1,085,109 

Total  receipts,  three  projects  not  com- 
pleted         None 

Total  receipts $1,085,109 


Based  on  a  valuation  of  $7,945,700  for  the  2,500 
properties  taken  bj'  the  government,  and  using  a 
$40  tax  rate  basis,  the  total  tax  receipts  would   be, 
from  1941  through  1945,  $1,584,175. 
Respectfully  yours, 

Daniel  F.  Donovan, 

City  Collector. 
Placed  on  file. 
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TEMPORARY    HOUSING    FOR    VETERANS. 

The   following   was   received: 

City  of  Boston, 
Office  of  the  Mayor,  May  20,  1946. 
To  the  Honorable  the  City  Council. 

Gentlemen, — I  submit  herewith  for  the  con- 
sideration of  your  Body  an  order  to  facilitate 
the  providing  of  temporary  housing  for  veterans 
in  the  City  of  Boston.  Section  1  of  the  proposed 
order  supplements  an  order  passed  by  your  Body 
on  May  6,  1946,  authorizing  the  Boston  Housing 
Authority  to  enter  into  a  contract  with  the  Federal 
Public  Housing  Authority  with  respect  to  Camp 
McKay  in  South  Boston.  Section  1  of  the  pro- 
posed order  if  enacted  will  permit  the  amend- 
ment of  the  existing...  contract  with  respect  to 
Camp  McKay  to  provide  for  fifty  additional 
dwelling  units. 

Section  3  of  the  proposed  order  will  permit  the 
Boston  Housing  Authority  to  enter  into  further 
contracts  with  the  Federal  Public  Housing 
Authority  for  the  purpose  of  providing  an  addi- 
tional 1,224  temporary  dwelling  units  for  veterans 
in  the  City  of  Boston. 

Respectfully, 
James  M.  Curley,  Mayor. 


Federal  Public  Housing  Authority, 
Region  I, 
24  School  Street, 
Boston  8,  Mass.,  May  10,  1946. 
In  reply  please  refer  to  R-I:  JMC:V-19131. 
Joseph    A.    Scolponeti,    Corporation    Counsel,    11 
Beacon  Street,  Boston,  Mass. 
Dear  Mr.   Scolponeti, — Upon   further  examina- 
tion  of   the  buildings   turned   over   to   us  by   the 
Army  at  Camp  McKay,  we  find  that  50  additional 
temporary  family  dwelling  units  can  be  provided 
by  converting  the  existing  buildings.     The  resolu- 
tion already  adopted  permits  the  Housing  Authority 
to   contract   for   226   such   dwelling   units.     That 
resolution  should  be  amended  to  provide  for  276 
temporary  family  dwelling  units  and  an  amended 
contract  should  be  entered  into  on  that  project. 
At  the  same  time,  it  might  be  advisable  to  have 
the  Council  approve  a  resolution  authorizing  the 
Boston    Housing    Authority    to    contract    for    the 
remaining    1,500    dwelling    units    allotted    to    the 
City   of  Boston   at   this  time.     After  subtracting 
276  such  units,  there  will  be  a  net  balance  of  1,224 
units. 

You  will  find  inclosed  five  copies  of  a  suggested 
resolution  together  with  five  copies  of  the  amended 
contract  prepared  for  execution.  We  shall  appre- 
ciate your  taking  the  necessary  steps  to  have  the 
City  Council  approve  this  resolution  at  its  next 
regular  meeting  next  Monday.  In  the  meantime, 
if  you  could  sign  the  amendment  to  show  it  had 
been  approved  as  to  form,  we  would  be  able  to 
have  the  amendment  executed  by  the  Boston 
Housing  Authority  as  soon  as  the  resolution  had 
been  adopted  by  the  Council  and  approved  by  the 
Mayor. 

Sincerely  yours, 

Harold  Robinson, 
Regional  Counsel. 

Be  it  Resolved  by  the  City  Council  of  the  City  of 
Boston. 

Section  1.  That  an  amendment  to  Contract 
No.  HA(V-19131)mph-l,  dated  May  7,  1946, 
and  entitled  "Contract  with  Local  Body  to 
Provide  Temporary  Housing  Pursuant  to  Title  V 
(as  amended)  of  the  Lanham  Act"  on  Form 
FPHA  1481,  Rev.  3-18-46  (Region  I)  be  entered 
into  with  the  Federal  Public  Housing  Authority 
in  order  to  increase  the  number  of  family  dwelling 
units  for  veterans'  housing  to  be  provided  by  the 
Federal  Public  Housing  Authority  pursuant  to 
said  contract  from  two  hundred  twenty-six  to  two 
hundred  seventy-six. 

Section  2.  That  the  Boston  Housing  Authority 
is  hereby  authorized  to  execute  said  amendment 
in  as  many  counterparts  as  may  be  necessary. 

Section  3.  That  the  Boston  Housing  Authority 
is  hereby  authorized  to  enter  into  one  or  more 
additional  contracts  on  the  form  entitled  "Con- 
tract with  Local  Body  to  provide  Temporary 
Housing  Pursuant  to  Title  V  (as  amended)  of  the 
Lanham  Act"  (Form  FPHA  1481,  Rev.  3-18-46, 
Region  I)  in  order  to  secure  from  the  Federal 
Public  Housing  Authority  substantially  one  thou- 
sand two  hundred  twenty-four  additional  dwelling 
units  for  veterans'  housing  in  the  City  of  Boston. 

Referred  to  Executive  Committee. 


SIDEWALKS   ON   GASTON   STREET, 
WARD   12. 

The  following  was  received: 

City  of  Boston, 
Office  of  the  Mayor,  May  17,  1946. 
To  the  City  Council. 

Gentlemen, — I    transmit    herewith    communica- 
tion from  the  Commissioner  of  Public  Works,  in 
reply  to  your  order  of  May  6,  1946,  to  install  grano- 
lithic sidewalks  on  Gaston  street,  Ward  12. 
Respectfully, 
James  M.  Curley,  Mayor. 

City  of  Boston, 
Public  Works  Department,  May  16,  1946. 
To  J.  Joseph  Connors,  Chief  Clerk,  Mayor's  Office. 
From    Robert    P.    Curley,    Commissioner,    Public 

Works  Department. 
Subject:  Gaston  Street,  Ward  12. 

I  return  herewith  order  in  City  Council  that  the 
Commissioner  of  Public  Works  install  granolithic 
sidewalks  on  Gaston  street,  Ward  12,  and  this  will 
advise  you  that  the  brick  sidewalks  on  this  street 
have  just  been  relaid  under  contract  by  the  High- 
way Division. 

I  regret  to  advise  you  that,  at  the  present  time, 
there  are  no  funds  available  for  the  construction 
of  artificial  stone  sidewalks. 

However,  this  street  will  be  put  on  the  list  of 
streets  to  be  given  consideration  when  funds  are 
available  for  this  type  of  work. 

Robert  P.  Curley, 
Commissioner  of  Public  Works. 
Placed  on  file. 


FORT   HILL   OBSERVATORY 
IMPROVEMENTS. 
The  following  was  received: 

City  of  Boston, 
Office  of  the  Mayor,  May  18,  1946. 
To  the  City  Council. 

Gentlemen, — I  transmit  herewith  communica- 
tion from  the  Park  Department,  in  reply  to  your 
order  of  May  6,  1946,  to  place  the  walks,  land  and 
benches  around  the  Fort  Hill  Observatory  atop 
Fort  avenue,  Ward  11,  in  first-class  condition. 
Respectfully, 
James  M.  Curley,  Mayor. 

City  of  Boston, 
Park  Department,  May  15,  1946. 
J.  Joseph  Connors, 

Chief  Clerk,  Mayor's  Office. 
Dear  Sir, — I  have  your  memorandum  of  May  11, 
with  inclosure,  order  from  the  City  Council  that 
the  land  and  benches  around  the  Fort  Hill  Observa- 
tory be  placed  in  first-class  condition. 

Please  be  assured  every  consideration  will  be 
given  this  and  we  will  get  to  it  just  as  soon  as  we 
possibly  can  with  our  limited  forces. 

Very  truly  yours, 
William  P.  Long,  Chairman. 
Placed  on  file. 


RESURFACING    OF    CERTAIN     WARD     13 

STREETS. 
The  following  was  received: 

City  of  Boston, 
Office  of  the  Mayor,  May  16,  1946. 
To  the  City  Council. 

Gentlemen, — I  submit  herewith  communication 
from  the  Commissioner  of  Public  Works,  in  reply 
to  your  order  of  May  6,  1946,  to  resurface  with 
smooth  paving  Alexander,  Magnolia,  Monadnock 
and  Moseley  streets,  and  the  streets  in  the  vicinity 
of  St.  Margaret's  Hospital,  Ward  13. 

Respectfully, 
James  M.  Curley,  Mayor. 

City  of  Boston, 
Public  Works  Department,  May  14,  1946. 
To  J.  Joseph  Connors,  Chief  Clerk,  Mayor's  Office. 
From    Robert    P.    Curley,    Commissioner,    Public 

Works  Department. 

Subject:  Alexander,    Magnolia,    Monadnock    and 

Moseley    Streets,     and    the    Streets    in    the 

Vicinity  of  St.  Margaret's  Hospital,  Ward  13. 

I  return  herewith  order  in  City  Council  that  the 

Commissioner    of    Public    Works    resurface    with 

smooth  paving  Alexander,  Magnolia,  Monadnock 
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and  Moseley  streets,  and  the  Btreets  in  the  vicinity 
of  St,  Margaret's  Hospital,  Ward  13,  and  this  will 
advise  you  that  these  streets  will  be  put  on  the 
lisi  of  streets  to  be  given  consideration  for  con- 
Btruction  this  j  ear, 

Robert  P.   CuRLEY, 
Commissioner  of  Public  Works. 
Placed  on  file. 


PETITIONS   REFERRED. 

The  following  petitions  were  received  and 
referred  to  the  committees  named,  viz.: 

Claims. 

Joseph  A.  Calcagno,  for  compensation  for 
damage  to  car  by  city  truck. 

Mrs.  Anthony  Giordano,  for  compensation  for 
injuries  caused  by  an  alleged  defect  in  Centre 
street. 

Hoague-Sprague  Corporation,  for  compensation 
for  damage  to  truck  by  limb  of  tree. 

Katherina  Kneffner,  for  compensation  for  col- 
lapse of  water  boiler  at  53  Seymour  street,  Roslin- 
dale,  caused  by  water  being  shut  off. 

Charles  LaMattina,  for  compensation  for  damage 
to  property  by  city  truck. 

Mae  Landa,  for  compensation  for  injuries  caused 
by  an  alleged  defect  at  66  Walnut  park. 

Joseph  Maubourquette,  for  compensation  fpr 
injuries  caused  by  an  alleged  defect  in  Savin  Hill 
school  yard. 

Neisner  Brothers,  Inc.,  to  be  reimbursed  for 
expenses  incurred  by  broken  water  main  on 
Province  street,  Boston. 

John  J.  Shanks,  for  compensation  for  damage  to 
property  at  16  and  18  Massasoit  street,  Mattapan, 
caused  during  installation  of  sidewalk. 

John  Stuart,  for  compensation  for  damage  to 
truck  caused  by  an  alleged  defect  in  North  Beacon 
street. 

Mary  T.  Thornton,  for  compensation  for  injuries 
caused" by  an  alleged  defect  at  97  Summer  street. 

Committee  on  Licenses. 

Petition  of  Ruth  E.  MacDonald  for  driveway 
opening  at  34  East  Concord  street. 

Petition  of  Eastern  Massachusetts  Street  Rail- 
way Company  for  license  to  operate  motor  vehicles 
from  Sullivan  square  to  Somerville  line. 


PERMITS   FOR   CHILDREN. 

Petitions  for  children  under  fifteen  years  of  age 
to  appear  at  places  of  public  amusement  were 
received,  as  follows: 

Edna  Cora  Johnson,  Brown  Hall,  June  16. 

D.  Tierney,  Symphony  Hall,  May  24. 

Lilla  Frances  Viles,  Hyde  Park  High  School, 
June  10. 

Hazel  Boone,  Jordan  Hall,  June  15. 

Kathereine  D.  O'Gorman,  New  England  Mutual 
Hall,  May  25. 

Permits  granted  under  usual  conditions. 


APPROVAL   OF   CONSTABLES'    BONDS. 

The  constables'  bonds  of  the  following,  having 
been  duly  approved  by  the  City  Treasurer,  were 
received  and  approved,  viz.: 

Anthony  Luongo,  Michael  Ober,  Leon  Small, 
Sidney  Williams,  David  Weir. 

Approved  by  the  Council. 


TRANSIENT    VENDOR'S    LICENSE. 

A  petition  for  transient  vendor's  license  together 
with  bond  of  Maryland  Casualty  Company  was 
received  from  Guiseppina  Martiniello  at  90 
Meridian  street,  East  Boston. 

License  issued  and  fee  paid  and  bond  approved. 


NOTICE  OF  INTEREST  IN  CONTRACT. 

Notice  was  received  from  Merton  P.  Ellis, 
member  of  Board  of  Appeal,  of  interest  in  contract 
to  repair  sidewalk  at  Old  State  House. 

Placed  on  file. 


APPROVAL   OF   LOAN. 

Notice  was  received  from  the  State  Emergency 
Finance  Board  of  approval  of  loan  of  $2,900,000  to 
meet  appropriations  made  for  Old  Age  Assistance, 
term  of  loan  being  fixed  at  five  years. 

Placed  on  file. 


CONDITION  OF  NORTH  BENNET  STREET 
BATH  HOUSE. 

Coun.  RUSSO  offered  the  following: 

Ordered,  That  the  Park  Commissioner  be  re- 
quested, through  his  Honor  the  Mayor,  to  immedi- 
ately improve  the  sanitary  conditions  at  the 
North  Bennet  Street  Bath  House  and  to  provide 
sufficient  towels  and  soap  for  the  use  of  the  patrons. 

Coun.  RUSSO— Mr.  President,  very  briefly,  f 
hate  to  present  these  orders  time  after  time.  How- 
ever, I  cannot  help  it.  This  time  of  the  year  when 
many  people  are  going  to  the  North  End  bath 
house,  they  are  complaining  not  only  of  the  un- 
sanitary condition  of  the  bath  house,  but  also  the 
towels.  They  have  not  sufficient  towels  in  order 
to  wipe  themselves  when  they  get  through  taking 
a  bath.  The  towels,  i  believe,  are  no  larger  than 
ordinary  napkins.  They  give  only  two  towels  to  a 
person.  Visualize,  Mr.  President,  how  impossible 
it  is  for  anyone  after  they  have  done  a  good  day's 
work  to  take  a  bath  and  try  to  wipe  themselves  on 
two  towels  that  are  no  larger  than  the  ordinary 
napkin.  Therefore,  I  hope  his  Honor  the  Mayor, 
through  the  Park  Commissioner,  will  do  some- 
thing about  it,  to  eliminate  these  conditions. 

The  order  was  passed  under  suspension  of  the 
rule. 


REPORT  OF  COMMITTEE  ON  RULES. 

Coun.  LANE,  for  the  Committee  on  Rules, 
submitted  the  following: 

Report  on  order  (referred  May  13)  that  Council 
approves  enactment  of  House  Bill  507  for  dis- 
solution of  Boston  Railroad  Holding  Company — 
recommending  that  same  be  passed. 

The  report  was  accepted,  and  the  question  came 
on  the  passage  of  the  order. 

Coun.  SCANNELL—  Mr.  President,  last  week 
I  made  various  remarks  in  regard  to  this  order. 
Due  to  the  parliamentary  procedure  in  this  Body, 
I  was  not  able  to  say  what  I  was  going  to  say.  f 
will  try  to  be  as  brief  as  possible.  This  bill  in  the 
Legislature  pertaining  to  the  dissolving  of  the  Bos- 
ton Railroad  Holding  Company  is  very  vital  to 
the  welfare  of  this  city.  I  refer  to  the  monopoly 
in  this  city  and  state  and  all  the  New  England 
states  that  a  New  York  interest,  the  Pennsylvania 
Railroad,  has  over  any  railroad  entering  this  City 
of  Boston  and  the  Port  of  Boston.  In  South 
Boston  alone  we  have  some  of  the  finest  docking 
facilities  in  the  country.  Over  there  in  South 
Boston  we  have  a  large  percentage  of  our  popula- 
tion who  work  in  these  docks  and  railroad  yards. 
It  may  surprise  the  members  of  this  Body  to  know 
in  the  last  week  there  have  been  three  ships  in 
from  foreign  ports  as  compared  with  a  number  of 
well  over  five  hundred  coming  into  the  port  of 
New  York.  The  New  York,  New  Haven  & 
Hartford  Railroad  Company  charges  in  the  South 
Boston  docks,  the  Army  Base,  Castle  Island, 
Commonwealth  Pier — and  incidentally  this  is  the 
only  railroad  coming  in  to  these  docks  outside  their 
own  dock  piers  Nos.  4  and  5 — charges  56  cents  a 
ton  for  every  ton  of  cargo  coming  into  the  port. 
As  I  said  before,  in  New  York  there  is  not  a  solitary 
cent  paid  by  any  of  these  railroads  in  New  York 
City,  This  Boston  Railroad  Holding  Company 
is  a  subsidiary  of  the  New  York,  New  Haven  & 
Hartford  Railroad.  They  in  turn  have  control 
of  26  per  cent  of  the  Boston  &  Maine  Railroad. 
The  result  is  that  men  who  are  soliciting  trade  for 
the  New  Haven  Railroad,  I  am  told  on  good 
authority,  are  told  not  to  ship  through  Boston  but 
to  by-pass  Boston,  and  send  it  out  through  the 
port  of  New  York.  This  is  a  bad  state  of  affairs. 
There  is  something  fishy  as  far  as  the  Boston 
Railroad  Holding  Company  is  concerned.  I 
think  the  Senate  and  the  Governor  should  make 
sure  they  do  dissolve  this  Railroad  Holding  Com- 
pany. We,  in  turn,  can  have  other  railroads 
come  in  here  and  bid  for  this  business.  I  dp  not 
think  there  should  be  any  monopoly  in  any  business. 
It  is  a  sad  state  of  affairs  when  a  gentleman  from 
my  district  goes  up  and  fights  for  a  public  utility 
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company  when  he  is  sent  there  to  fight  for  the 
workingman  in  South  Boston.  I  refer  to  John 
Powers  who  is  connected  with  Stuart  Rand  of  the 
Back  Bay.  Can  you"  imagine  the  contrast? 
Here  are  public  officials  who  are  being  used  as 
tools  for  a  public  utility  corporation  which  is  trying 
to  rule  the  Port  of  Boston.  I  say,  Mr.  President, 
any  man  who  is  sent  from  the  Back  Bay  or  any 
other  part  of  Boston,  if  he  wants  to  represent  the 
people,  then  let  him  represent  them.  If  he  goes 
up  and  uses  a  sheepskin  in  a  legislative  body,  then 
he  should  be  disbarred.  Any  man  who  uses  a 
sheepskin  to  put  something  over  should  be  dis- 
barred. When  I  see  the  cooperation  of  John  Hall 
and  Stuart  Rand  of  the  Back  Bay  and,  lo  and 
behold,  Representative  John  Powers  fighting  for 
the  public  utilities,  it  is  about  time  to  quit.  Mark 
you,  gentlemen,  if  there  is  not  something  done 
about  this,  the  Port»of  Boston  is  going  to  deterio- 
rate. The  New  Haven  Railroad  has  by-passed 
Boston  and  has  shipped  anything  that  is  coming 
from  the  New  England  states  out  through  New 
York.  The  Boston  Port  Authority  has  control 
over  this  situation,  and  I  am  informing  General 
Kells  who  has  charge  of  the  port  that  if  he  does  not 
do  something  about  the  Boston  Railroad  Holding 
Company  and  the  New  Haven  Railroad,  then 
Boston  and  the  people  of  my  district,  the  long- 
shoremen, truck  drivers,  clerks,  anybody  support- 
ing his  family  through  working  at  the  docks  at 
South  Boston  are  going  to  be  in  a  bad  way  if  we 
do  not  get  rid  of  the  Boston  Railroad  Holding 
Company.  The  International  Vice  President  of  the 
Longshoremen's  Union,  Dan  Donovan,  has 
informed  me  they  have  solicited  work,  seeking 
shipping  from  the  New  England  states.  He  has 
informed  me  many  a  time  they  were  told  to  send 
freight  through  the  port  of  New  York.  We  have 
one  of  the  best  harbors  in  the  country.  We  have 
the  best  docking  facilities  in  the  country.  It  is 
a  sad  state  of  affairs  when  a  company  such  as  the 
Boston  Railroad  Holding  Company  can  come  in 
and  monopolize  the  railroad  situation  here  in 
Boston,  ruining  this  port.  I  wish  to  congratulate 
the  members  of  the  House  of  Representatives  who 
voted  to  dissolve  this  company.  They  have  the 
interests  of  the  people  of  Boston  at  heart,  especially 
men  from  up  state,  whether  they  are  Republican 
or  Democrats.  They  know  of  these  conditions. 
In  closing,  Mr.  President,  I  hope  that  the  Senate 
votes  to  dissolve  this  Railroad  Holding  Company. 
In  doing  so  they  will  bring  about  much  better 
business  for  Boston.  It  will  at  least  stop  some  of 
these  men  who  have  no  interest  or  care  for  the 
people  of  Boston.  In  presenting  this  order,  I  did 
so  because  it  is  a  move  to  try  to  get  more  ships  into 
our  city  and  get  more  work  for  the  people  of  my 
district. 

The  order  was  passed. 


PARADE    OF    BOSTON    SCHOOL    CADETS. 

Coun.  BAYLEY,  CHASE  and  RUSSO  offered 
the   following: 

Ordered,  That  the  City  Messenger  be  directed 
to  rope  off  the  streets  along  the  route  of  the  parade 
of  the  Boston  School  Cadets,  to  be  held  on  Sunday, 
May  26,  1946,  the  expense  of  same  to  be  charged 
to  the  City  Council  appropriation  for  Flags, 
Ropes  and  Stakes. 

Passed  under  suspension  of  the  rule. 


REPORT  OF  COMMITTEE   ON   PARKMAN 
FUND. 

Coun.  RUSSO,  for  the  Committee  on  Parkman 
Fund,  submitted  the  following: 

Report  on  message  of  the  Mayor  and  order 
(referred  May  6)  for  appropriation  of  $44,000  from 
Parkman  Fund,  to  be  expended  under  direction 
of  the  Park  Commissioners,  for  Maintenance  and 
Improvement  of  the  Common  and  Parks  in 
Existence  on  January  12,  1887  —  recommending 
that  same  ought  to  pass. 

Report  accepted;  said  order  passed,  yeas  17, 
nays  0: 

Yeas  —  Coun.  Bayley,  Bryan,  Cantwell,  Carey, 
Cook,  Fish,  Hannon,  Hurley,  Keenan,  Kelly, 
Kinsella,  Lane,  Linehan,  Muchnick,  Russo,  Scan- 
nell,  Sullivan — 17. 

Nays  —  0. 


INFORMATION  RE  VETERANS'  HOUSING. 

Coun.  MUCHNICK — Mr.  President,  prior  to 
the  time  we  adjourned  last  week  there  was  a  motion 
carried  that  we  go  into  executive  at  2.45  on  the 
question  of  housing.  If  there  is  no  objection,  I 
wish  that  could  be  done. 

President  KELLY — I  might  say  that  those 
gentlemen  have  not  been  invited  to  today's 
meeting.  They  have  been  invited  to  next  Mon- 
day's meeting,  on  account  of  the  fourteen  days 
which  have  to  elapse  from  the  reading  of  the 
orders.  They  want  to  give  them  a  week's  notice. 
They  have  been  invited  to  next  Monday's  meeting 
instead  of  today. 

Coun.  MUCHNICK— If  they  have  not  been  in- 
vited, they  have  not  been  invited.  Some  of  us 
wanted  a  week's  time  in  which  to  study  it  over 
after  we  get  the  information  ourselves. 

President  KELLY — That  is  up  to  the  members 
of  the  Council.  There  is  no  requirement  that  it 
has  to  be  passed  next  Monday. 


DINNER   IN   HONOR   OF   SERGEANT 
CHARLES   MacGILLIVARY. 

Coun.  LINEHAN  and  SCANNELL  offered  the 
following: 

Ordered,  That  the  President  of  the  Boston  City 
Council  be  requested  to  designate  a  delegation  of 
City  Councilors  to  attend  a  testimonial  dinner 
tendered  to  the  only  Medal  of  Honor  winner  of 
the  recent  war  from  Boston,  Sergt.  Charles  MacGil- 
livary,  on  the  evening  of  June  13,  1946. 

Passed  under  suspension  of  the  rule. 

President  KELLY — The  Chair  at  this  time  asks 
that  the  five  veteran  members  of  the  Boston  City 
Council  be  on  that  committee.  Councilor  Cook, 
Madden,  Moriarty,  Coffey  and  Linehan.  They 
will  please  attend  the  dinner,  if  possible.  At  this 
time  the  President  wishes  to  add  Councilor 
Scannell's  name  to  the  committee.  I  realize 
I  made  a  mistake,  Sergeant  MacGillivary  is  from 
South  Boston,  Will  you  serve  and  attend  that 
dinner? 

Coun.  SCANNELL— I  will  be  glad  to. 


SUNDAY   BASEBALL   GAMES.     . 

Coun.  SULLIVAN  offered  the  following: 

Ordered,  That  his  Honor  the  Mayor  be  requested 
to  confer  .with  the  Boston  American  League  Base- 
ball Team  Officials  with  a  view  of  starting  Sunday 
games  at  a  later  hour  now  that  there  is  no  time 
limit  on  Sunday  games;  and  also  to  broadcast 
Sunday  games  such  as  the  game  next  Sunday 
between  Boston  and  the  New  York  Yankees. 

Coun.  SULLIVAN — Mr.  President,  the  reason 
for  this  order  is  because  the  residents  of  Boston 
and  the  surrounding  cities  and  towns  are  unable 
to  purchase  tickets  for  next  Sunday's  game  unless 
they  pay  $5  for  a  $1.80  ticket,  $8  for  a  $2.40 
ticket  and  $12  for  the  $3.60  ticket.  The  citizens 
are  not  in  a  position  to  pay  that  price  for  one 
seat.  I  am  asking  in  this  order  that  the  Mayor 
confer  with  the  officials  of  the  American  League 
to  broadcast  next  Sunday's  ball  game  so  that  the 
citizens  of  Boston  who  would  like  to  attend  this 
game  and  are  unable  to,  at  least  will  enjoy  it 
over  the  radio.  I  am  asking  now  for  suspension 
of  the  rules  and  passage  of  the  order. 

Coun.  BAYLEY — I  am  very  much  in  favor 
of  the  latter  part  of  the  order  providing  that  we 
request  the  broadcasting  of  the  Sunday  games 
for  those  fans  unable  to  get  tickets  for  the 
game  next  Sunday — and  there  are  many  thousands 
of  them  who  cannot  do  it — but  I  am  not  in  favor 
of  the  first  part  of  the  order.  In  the  first  place, 
I  believe  both  the  American  and  National  Leagues 
must  start  doubleheaders  not  later  than  2  p.  m. 
I  cannot  see  the  advantage  for  the  citizens  of 
Boston  in  having  us  request  it  start  at  a  later 
hour.  I  believe  it  should  start  as  it  is  at  the  present 
time.  I  do  not  believe  it  is  right  to  ask  this, 
and  I  would  like  to  have  these  orders  separated. 
I  believe  the  order  should  be  two  orders.  I  am 
opposed  to  the  first  half  of  it.  I  am  in  favor 
of  the  second.  We  should  pass  the  part  about  the 
broadcasting.  It  is  going  beyond  our  province 
and  is  impossible  for  the  League  to  change  under 
the   present   circumstances. 


rtoi 


CITY     COUNCIL. 


President  CELL'S  I  do  not  know  what  is  in 
the  councilor's  mind.  He  might  mean  fifteen 
minutes.     If  Councilor  Sullivan  can  enlighten  yon 

on  what  lie  has  on  his  mind,  1  wish  he  would. 

Conn.  SULLIVAN  That  was  the  idea,  fifteen 
minutes  later.  The  reason  we  want  to  get  the 
order  in  today  is  because  of  the  fact  that  the 
scalpers  have  these  tickets.  They  have  secured 
them  months  ago.  They  arc  asking  the  people 
to  pay  SS  and  S12.  If  1  had  put  in  the  latter 
part  of  the  order  separately,  it  would  have  gone 
to  the  Committee  on  Rides  and  not  come  out 
until  alter  the  ball  game  on  Sunday.  The  main 
thing  is  to  get  the  Sunday  ball  games  and  next 
Sunday's  l>all  game  broadcast,  if  possible. 

Coun.  BAYl.l'.Y — The  order  does  not  specifi- 
cally apply-to  next  Sunday.  The  Legislature 
recently  acted  to  permit  the  playing  of  baseball 
games  after  6.30.  I  understand  the  ball  clubs 
have  agreed  that  the  double  headers  will  start  at 
1.30.  it  is  unfair  for  us  to  go  on  record  asking 
for  a  change  of  time  now  that  the  Legislature 
has  given  us  permission  to  finish  after  6.30.  1 
would  like  to  amend  the  order  for  the  last  half,  to 
act  on  the  last  half.  I  am  going  to  move  that 
the  first  half  be  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
Rules.  I  do  not  see  the  connection  between  the 
two  orders.     It  ought  properly  to  be  two  orders. 

President  KELLY — I  think  the  best  thing  to  do 
is  to  refer  this  order  to  the  Executive  Session, 
and  see  if  you  can  get  together  on  the  order.  The 
order  is  referred  to  the  executive  session. 

The    order  was  referred  to  the  executive  session. 


REPORT   OF   COMMITTEE   ON   LICENSES. 

Coun.  SCANNELL,  for  the  Committee  on 
Licenses,   submitted   the   following: 

Report  on  petition  of  Eastern  Massachusetts 
Street  Railway  Company  (referred  today)  for 
license  to  operate  motor  vehicles  from  Sullivan 
square  to  SomerviUe  line — recommending  that 
same  ought  to  pass. 

Report  accepted;  said  license  granted  under 
usual  conditions. 


TREATMENT     OF      IRISH     REPUBLICAN 
PRISONERS. 

Coun.  SCANNELL  offered  the  following: 

Whereas,  John  McCaughey  and  David  Fleming, 
citizens  and  soldiers  of  the  Irish  Republic,  have 
made  the  supreme  sacrifice  in  the  cause  of  their 
country;     therefore   be  it 

Resolved,  That  the  Boston  City  Council,  in 
meeting  assembled,  urges  that  the  State  Depart- 
ment of  the  United  States  Government  request 
the  British  Government  to  treat  all  Irish  Repub- 
lican prisoners  as  political  prisoners,  not  as  con- 
victs; and  be  it  further     ' 

Resolved,  That  a  copy  of  this  resolution  be  for- 
warded to  each  member  of  the  Massachusetts 
delegation  in  Congress. 

Referred  to  Committee  on  Rules. 


REPORT     OF     COMMITTEE     ON     PUBLIC 
LANDS. 

Coun.  MORIARTY",  for  the  Committee  on 
Public  Lands,  submitted  the  following: 

Report  on  message  of  Mayor  and  order  (referred 
May  6)  for  release  of  restrictions  on  land  on 
Harrison  avenue — recommending  that  order  pass. 

The  report  was  accepted,  and  the  order  was 
sdven  its  second  reading  and  passage,  yeas  16, 
nays   0: 

Yeas — Coun.  Bayley,  Bryan,  Cantwell,  Carey, 
Cook,  Fish,  Hannon,  Keenan,  Kinsella,  Kelly, 
Linehan,  Moriarty,  Muchnick,  Russo,  Seannell, 
Sullivan — 16. 

Nays— 0. 


ROPING    OFF    OF    MARY    A.    HANNON 
PLAYGROUND. 

Coun.  HANNON  offered  the  following: 

Ordered.  That  the  City  Messenger  be  directed 

to  rope  off  the   Mary  A.   Hannon   Playground  on 

Howard    avenue,    Dorchester,    on    Sunday,    May 

26,  for  the  Memorial  Celebration  to  be  held  there. 

Pa  Bed  under  suspension  of  the  rule. 


RECESS. 

On  motion  of  Coun.  RRY'AN  the  Council  voted 
to  take  a  recess  at  3.05  p.  Hi.,  subject  to  the  call  of 
the  Chair.  The  members  reassembled  and  were 
called  to  order  by  President.  KELLY'  at  3.45  p.  m. 


DESIGNATION  OF  STREETS  FOR  IN- 
STRUCTION OF  UNLICENSED  CAR 
OPERATORS. 

Coun.  MUCHNICK  offered  the  following: 
Be  it  ordained,  ■ 

1.  No  person  shall  instruct  an  unlicensed 
operator  in  the  operation  or  control  of  a  motor 
vehicle  on  any  street  or  way  in  wliich  the  public 
has  a  right  of  travel  except  on  such  streets  or  ways 
specifically  designated  for  instruction  purposes  by 
the  Superintendent  of  Police. 

2.  Any  person  convicted  of  violating  the  pre- 
ceding section  shall  be  punished  by  a  fine  not 
exceeding  twenty  dollars. 

Coun.  MUCHNICK— In  asking  that  this 
ordinance  be  enacted,  I  am  concerned  with  the 
great  number  of  accidents  that  take  place  with 
greater  rapidity  than  ever  before,  not  only  in  our 
city  but  all  over  the  country.  We  are  faced  here 
with  two  problems.  One  is  we  must  have  some 
place  where  people  who  wish  to  learn  to  drive  an 
automobile  can  receive  that  information  and 
instruction,  and  another  that  those  people  who  are 
on  the  highways  should  be  kept  as  free  as  possible 
from  situations  that  may  be  caused  by  unlicensed 
and  inexperienced  operators.  I  am  not  too  sure 
whether  this  proposed  ordinance  is  constitutional 
under  the  General  Laws.  I  would  suggest  this  be 
sent  to  the  Committee  on  Ordinances,  and  that 
the  Law  Department  be  asked  to  come  down  and 
give  us  their  opinion  at  that  time  as  to  whether 
this  ordinance  should  or  should  not  be  enacted. 
In  the  event  that  the  ordinance  is  not  enacted,  I 
would  suggest  that  either  the-  Registry  of  Motor 
Vehicles  or  the  Police  Commissioner  take  the 
proper  action  to  designate  certain  streets  for 
instruction  purposes  so  that  everybody  would 
know  which  streets  to  stay  off  of  at  the  right 
times. 

Coun.  KINSELLA — I  was  going  to  suggest, 
shouldn't  it  more  properly  be  the  Traffic  Com- 
mission to  designate  streets  on  which  instruction 
could  be  given?  They  can  tell  you  at  a  glance 
what  the  traffic  load  is  on  any  street  in  the  city. 
I  wonder  if  the  councilor  will  accept  an  amend- 
ment to  that  extent? 

Coun.  MUCHNICK — I  have  no  objection  to 
accepting  any  amendment.  It  seems  to  me,  Mr. 
President,  that  the  whole  thing  should  be  thrashed 
out  in  the  Committee  on  Ordinances. 

President  KELLY'— The  Chair  will  state  the 
order  can  be  amended  or  revised  in  the  Committee 
on  Ordinances.  It  is  referred  to  the  Committee 
on  Ordinances. 

Referred  to  the  Committee  on  Ordinances. 


USE     OF     ABANDONED      CHARLESTOWN 
SCHOOLHOUSE   BY   VETERANS. 

Coun.  KINSELLA  offered  the  following: 
Ordered,  That  his  Honor  the  Mayor  be  re- 
quested to  consult  with  the  School  Committee  for 
the  purpose  of  renovating  the  abandoned  school- 
house  in  Charlestown  for  occupancy  by  veterans 
with  families  until  the  worst  of  the  housing 
shortage  is  over. 

Coun.  KINSELLA— Briefly,  Mr.  President,  it  is 
my  information  that  the  Federal  Government 
allows  something  like  $1,250  a  unit  for  renovation 
for  public  housing  which  would  mean  in  this  case 
a  huge  schoolroom  might  be  rearranged  into  a 
three-room  apartment.  Renovation  would  be 
paid  for  by  the  Federal  Government.  The  schools  I 
have  in  mind  over  there  are  moderately  sub  stantial 
buildings,  but  because  of  the  decrease  in  the  number 
of  children  the  school  authorities  have  seen  fit 
to  abandon  them.  In  each  case  they  have  a  huge 
play  yard  which  would  lend  itself  nicely  to  the 
furtherance  of  the  idea  of  a  school  in  the  home,  or 
a  home  in  the  school.  It  is  something  that  I 
could  not  criticize.  I  have  my  feeling  toward 
the  Federal  Government  and  other  public  agencies 
for  the  apparent  neglect  with  which  they  have 
treated   the   housing   of   veterans.     As   Councilor 
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Russo  said  at  the  executive  session,  Mr.  President, 
they  can  spend  $20,000,000  or  $40,000,000  on 
Army  camps  preparing  tor  the  business  of  killing, 
but  they  cannot  seem  to  find  a  solution  for  the 
housing  problems  of  these  married  veterans.  I 
have  an  opinion  of  my  own  which  I  want  to  express. 
I  think  that  the  Federal  Government  is  directly 
responsible  for  the  chaotic  conditions  that  exist 
today  in  public  housing  for  no  other  reason  than 
that  they  increased  the  base  pay  of  the  privates 
from  $30  to  $50  a  month.  They  arranged  an 
allotment  system  that  more  or  less  encouraged 
marriage.  While  the  pay  itself  was  well  justified — 
$50  is  not  much  for  the  chance  any  of  them  took — 
I  do  not  think  the  allotment  system  was  properly 
devised.  It  encourages  marriages  which  we  find 
today  are  falling  apart.  In  many  instances,  the 
parties  are  sincere  in  their  marriage  intentions. 
They  cannot  carry  them  to  fulfillment.  I  think 
the  Federal  Government  is  deliberately  and 
strictly  to  blame.  It  is  a  rather  easy  matter  for  a 
young  boy  going  into  service  and  having  kept 
company  for  any  period  of  time  to  suddenly  decide 
on  getting  married  because  the  Federal  Govern- 
ment will  give  her  $50  a  month  for  herself.  As  we 
know,  she  could  continue  to  work  during  the  war 
period.     I  think  that  is  one  of  the  reasons— — 

Coun.  COOK — Will  the  gentleman  yield  for  a 
question? 

Coun.  KINSELLA— Yes. 

Coun.  COOK — Is  it  my  understanding  the 
councilor  is  against  more  marriages,  or  is  he 
against  the  government's  policy  of  making  mar- 
riages more  frequent? 

Coun.  KINSELLA — I  think  that  the  councilor 
from  Ward  12  (Coun.  Cook)  has  not  followed 
what  I  said.  I  said  I  thought  the  Federal  Govern- 
ment in  setting  up  the  allotment  system  made  it 
convenient  and  easy  for  people  to  go  into  marriage 
more  or  less  rashly.  I  did  not  use  the  term  before. 
I  use  it  now.  The  allotment  system  brought 
money  to  the  wife.  Now  we  see  the  marriages 
falling  apart  for  two  or  three  reasons.  First, 
because  they  were  hasty  and  should  never  have 
been  entered  into.  Secondly,  and  probably  most 
inportant  of  all,  there  is  the  fact  that  there  is  no 
housing.  I  think  it  is  something  to  ponder, 
although  the  damage  has  been  done.  As  a  lawyer 
I  think  the  councilor  from  Ward  12  (Coun.  Cook) 
knows  what  the  divorce  proposition  is  today 
among  young  veterans.  There  are  many  cases  of 
abandonment.  There  are  many  cases  of — I  have 
forgotten  the  term  the  attorneys  use — infidelity, 
proven  infidelity,  during  the  war.  Now  we  have 
resolved  ourselves  to  help  them  to  the  limit  of  our 
ability.  The  very  best  we  can  do  for  hasty 
housing  is  to  put  them  up  in  barracks,  on  public 
fields  or  in  this  case,  schoolhouses.  I  do  not 
think  the  criticism  is  unwarranted.  I  do  not 
think  it  is  unreasonable,  in  line  with  many  things 
the  government  did  or  did  not  do  during  the  war. 
They  probably  prostituted  the  idea  of  marriage 
because  they  have  encouraged  it  on  the  money 
basis.  Now  we  see  them  reaping  the  fruits  of  the 
whirlwind.  This  could  probably  go  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  Housing,  Mr.  President,  because  as  I 
understand  it,  the  Committee  on  Public  Housing 
takes  matters  referred  to  it  only  where  housing  is 
already  established.  I  would  like  to  have  sus- 
pension of  the  rule  and  passage  of  the  order. 

The  order  was  passed  under  suspension  of  the 
rule. 


IMMEDIATE    USE    OF    PEOPLES    PALACE 
HOTEL. 

Coun.  HANNON  offered  the  following: 
Ordered,  That  his  Honor  the  Mayor  be  requested 
to  confer  with  the  Boston  Housing  Authority  to 
see  if  some  immediate  use  cannot  be  made  of  the 
Peoples  Palace  Hotel  recently  acquired  by  the 
Boston  Housing  Authority. 

Coun.  HANNON— Mr.  President,  I  think  each 
one  of  us  is  conversant  with  the  fact  that  there  is 
the  greatest  need  for  housing.  ,  It  seems  to  me  a 
little  strange  that  the  Boston  Housing  Authority 
acquired  a  building  formerly  used  by  the  Salvation 
Army  at  the  corner  of  Brookline  and  Washington 
streets  in  the  South  End.  The  People's  Palace 
Hotel  did  fine  work.  I  know  that  myself.  As  I 
understand  it,  the  building  is  in  fine  condition. 
Yet,  strange  as  it  seems,  with  all  the  housing 
shortage,  the  Housing  Authority  acquired  the 
building.  Instead  of  opening  it,  it  is  closed.  This 
building  used  to  house  characters  and  individuals 
who  were  up  against  it.     The  people  went  there  of 


a  night  to  obtain  a  night's  lodging.  We  are  going 
to  take  veterans  and  put  them  into  overnight 
cabins  or  any  covered  wagon  we  can  find.  Here  is 
a  hotel,  a  building  operated  up  to  the  very  moment 
it  was  transferred  to  the  Authority.  Why  not 
keep  it  open?  Why  not  house  some  veterans 
there?  There  might  possibly  be  a  few  renova- 
tions necessary.  Here  is  a  good,  substantial 
building,  a  building  used  for  housing  for  years. 
We  complain  that  we  are  having  a  housing  shortage 
in  the  city.  Yet  we  take  a  building  that  was  built 
to  accommodate  people,  to  house  people,  and 
instead  of  opening  it,  we  shut  it  down.  The  Lord 
knows  what  is  going  to  become  of  it  now.  I  sup- 
pose it  will  merely  deteriorate  and  rot  and  it  will 
be  there  a  year  or  two  before  the  Authority  gets 
around  to  tear  it  down  or  replace  it.  I  think  in  an 
emergency  such  as  this  that  building  could  be  used 
far  better,  both  for  the  building  itself  and  for  the 
veterans,  than  it  is  being  used.  It  is  not  being 
used  at  all.  If  we  need  homes  and  rooms,  why 
not  open  this  up?  If  the  Boston  Housing  Author- 
ity cannot  do  it,  then  I  think  some  arrangement 
should  be  made.  Probably  our  Welfare  Depart- 
ment could  do  it.  There  are  good  rooms  up  there 
in  a  good  building.  I  hope  that  the  city  will  not 
permit  them  to  go  to  waste. 

The  order  was  passed  under  suspension  of  the 
rule. 


EXECUTIVE   COMMITTEE    REPORTS. 

Coun.  FISH,  for  the  Executive  Committee, 
submitted  the  following: 

Report  on  order  (referred  today)  concerning* 
Sunday  baseball  games — recommending  passage  of 
order  in  new  draft,  viz.: 

Ordered,  That  his  Honor  the  Mayor  be  requested 
to  confer  with  the  officials  of  the  Boston  American 
League  Baseball  Club  with  a  view  to  starting 
Sunday  games  at  a  later  hour,  now  that  there  is 
no  time  limit  on  Sunday  games,  but  not  later  than 
2  p.  in.,  if  a  doubleheader,  and  3.15  p.  m.  if  a  single 
game;  and  also  to  broadcast  Sunday  games  such 
as  the  game  next  Sunday  between  the  Boston  Red 
Sox  and  New  York  Yankees. 

Report  accepted;  order  passed. 


SPECULATION    ON    BASEBALL    TICKETS. 

Coun.  BRYAN  and  CANTWELL  offered  the 
following: 

Ordered,  That  his  Honor  the  Mayor  be  requested 
to  ask  the  Police  Commissioner  to  take  the  neces- 
sary steps  to  prevent  ticket  speculators  from  ped- 
dling tickets  on  the  sidewalks  to  patrons  of  the 
baseball  parks  and  demanding  from  these  patrons 
an  amount  as  much  as  three  times  the  original  price 
for  such  tickets. 

Coun.  BRYAN — Mr.  President,  I  understand 
that  the  game  for  next  Sunday  is  a  sellout  and 
there  are  no  tickets  available  at  the  present  time. 
I  believe  on  the  game  to  be  held  next  Sunday 
there  will  be  plenty  of  scalpers  out  on  the  side- 
walks peddling  tickets  for  two  and  three  times  the 
amount  of  the  original  price.  I  think  it  is  about 
time  that  the  Police  Commissioner  took  steps  to 
prevent  this  from  being  carried  out  whenever 
there  is  a  large  game,  a  sellout  game  in  Boston. 

Coun.  CANTWELL— My  reason  for  the  order 
was  it  is  a  situation  which  denies  the  workingman, 
who  cannot  afford  to  pay  as  high  as  $25  for  a 
ticket,  a  chance  to  see  the  game.  These  few 
scalpers  have  monopolized  the  tickets  some  two 
weeks  before  the  game,  and  they  deny  the  working- 
man  who  cannot  afford  to  pay  these  enormous 
prices  for  the  tickets  a  chance  to  see  the  game. 

Coun.  BAYLEY— Mr.  President,  in  line  with 
this  order  I  also  hope  that  the  baseball  clubs, 
particularly  the  Boston  American  League  Baseball 
Club,  will  consider  the  advisability  of  placing  in 
reserve  tickets  on  sale  at  the  box  office.  I  under- 
stood all  reserve,  tickets  for  Sunday's  doubleheader 
with  the  Yankees  were  sold  through  the  mail. 
Preference  was  given  to  those  who  mailed  in 
applications  rather  than  to  those  who  went  to  get 
the  tickets  at  the  box  office.  That  enabled  the 
people  from  all  over  New  England  to  come  to  the 
game.  The  Boston  fans  should  have  the  first 
chance  at  the  tickets.  Half  of  them  should  be 
placed  on  sale  at  the  box  office  and  half  shoidd  be 
sold  through  the  mail.  In  this  way  Boston  fans 
who  are  willing  to  take  time  to  purchase  tickets 
may   go   to   the   game.     They   have   the   right   to 
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have  Brsl  call  on  i lie  tickets.  I  believe  tickets 
should  be  pu1  cm  sale  al  (he  box  office  on  (lie  basis 
of  lirst  come,  first  served,  rather  than  the  system 
of  mail  orilcr  sale  which  has  been  created,  which 
has  been  criticised  in  al  leas!  one  newspaper  and 
which  criticism  can  lie  made  justly. 

The  order  was   passed   under  suspension  of  the 
rule. 


VOICING    OF   OBJECTIONS   BY 
CANDIDATES   FOR   OFFICE. 

Coun.  RUSSO— Mr.  President. 

President  KELLY — Have  you  an  order? 

Coun.  RUSSO — I  have  not  written  it  down  as 
yet.  I  would  like  to  have  a  few  seconds  to  write 
the  order  out. 

President  KELLY — The  Chair  will  call  a  recess 
for  one  minute  and  Councilor  Russo  may  write 
his  order. 

Coun.  RUSSO — If  I  may  at  this  time,  while 
waiting  so  that  the  order  may  be  written  up,  I 
would  like  to  express  the  intent  of  the  order  so  it 
will  save  time.  The  order  is  to  have  his  Honor 
the  Mayor  confer  with  the  Corporation  Counsel 
with  a  view  of  preparing  legislation  for  the  Legis- 
lature to  change  the  existing  law  in  so  far  as  the 
objections  of  candidates  for  office  is  concerned  to 
have  it  appear  seventy-two  hours  after  the  with- 
drawal of  any  candidate  and  not  that  the  objections 
should  be  made  at  the  time  of  the  withdrawal. 
The  reason  for  that  order,  Mr.  President,  is  that 
just  on  this  election  for  nomination  that  will  take 
place  on  June  18,  candidates  who  have  filed  for 
various  offices  who  were  certified  first  by  their 
local  governments,  by  the  local  election  com- 
missioners, and  then  presented  to  the  Secretary  of 
State,  have  a  time  limit  on  the  date  set  for  with- 
drawal. Mind  you,  you  have  to  put  in  your 
objections  not  later  than  the  same  day  and  hour 
that  a  person  withdraws.  I  ask  you,  Mr.  Presi- 
dent, how  can  any  candidate  truthfully  object  to 
any  papers  that  have  been  signed  by  the  voters  for 


a  candidate  when  at  possibly  five  o'clock  p.  m.  on 
May  3d,  for  instance,  how  can  I  know  who  is 
staying  in  a  contest  and  who  withdraws  until  the 
time  limit  has  expired?  It  is  unfair  that  a  candi- 
date for  office  must,  without  knowing  who  his 
opponents  are,  object  to  the  nomination  papers 
before  that  time.  I  maintain  that  individual 
candidates  should  have  at  least  seventy-two 
hours  after  the  last  day  and  hour  for  withdrawal, 
so  that  he  knows  who  is  a  candidate  and  who  is 
not.  It  will  give  him  the  opportunity  if  he  so 
desires  to  put  in  his  objections  on  those  nom- 
ination papers.  I  am  sure,  Mr.  President,  that 
on  this  nomination  for  the  various  offices  and  in 
particular,  the  Eleventh  Congressional  District, 
something  should  be  done  about  some  of  my 
opponents  who  have  placed  their  names  as  can- 
didates, because  their  papers  were  forged.  I  was 
under  the  impression,  which  I  believe  it  is  logical 
to  assume,  that  it  is  the  same  as  we  have  here  in 
Boston,  we  have  seventy-two  hours  to  object  after 
a  person  has  made  his  withdrawal  or  his  intention 
to  stay  in  the  contest.  Therefore,  I  hope  that  the 
State  Legislature  will  see  fit  to  modify  that  law  in 
order  to  give  any  person  who  aspires  to  public 
office  an  opportunity  to  object  to  any  person's  or 
persons'  papers  that  have  already  declared  their 
intention  of  staying  in  the  contest.  I  hope  his 
Honor  the  Mayor,  with  his  Corporation  Counsel, 
will  prepare  such  legislation. 

The  order  presented  by  Coun.  RUSSO  was  as 
follows: 

Ordered,  That  the  Corporation  Counsel  be 
requested,  through  his  Honor  the  Mayor,  to  draw 
up  legislation  which  would  give  candidates,  with- 
drawing from  public  office,  seventy-two  hours  in 
which  to  voice  objections  instead  of  at  the  time  of 
the  withdrawal. 

The  order  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
Legislative  Matters. 


Adjourned  at  4.15  p.  m.,  on  motion  of  Coun. 
SULLIVAN,  to  meet  on  Monday,  May  27,  1946, 
at  2  p.  m. 
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CITY  OF  BOSTON. 


Proceedings  of  City  Council. 


Monday,  May  27,  1946. 

Regular  meeting  of  the  City  Council  held  in  the 
Council  Chamber,  City  Hall,  at  2  p.  m.,  President 
KELLY  in  the  chair.  Absent,  Coun.  Coffey, 
Linehan. 

The  meeting  was  opened  with  the  salute  to  the 
Flag. 


APPOINTMENTS   BY   THE   MAYOR. 

Subject  to  confirmation  by  the  Council  the 
Mayor  submitted  the  following  appointments,  viz.: 

Constable  to  serve  without  bond  and  without 
authority  to  serve  civil  process  for  term  ending 
April  30,  1947:  Louis  J.  Lanata,  44  Rexford  street, 
Mattapan. 

Weighers  of  Goods  for  term  ending  April  30,  1947 : 
William  H.  Mountain,  80  Allston  street,  Allston; 
John  Conley,  168  Broadway,  South  Boston; 
Charles  W.  Lenaghan,  8  George  street,  Cambridge. 

Severally  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
Constables  and  Confirmations. 


IMPROVEMENT   OF   FORT   HILL 
OBSERVATORY. 
The  following  was  received: 

City  of  Boston, 
Office  of  the  Mayor,  May  25,  1946. 
To  the  City  Council. 

Gentlemen, — I  transmit  herewith  communica- 
tion from  the  Art  Commission,  in  reply  to  your 
order  of  May  6,  1946,  to  re-create,  beautify  and 
make  attractive  for  historical  celebrations  the 
Fort  Hill  Observatory,  atop  Fort  avenue,  Ward  11. 
Respectfully, 
James  M.  Curley,  Mayor. 

City  of  Boston, 
Art  Commission,  May  16,  1946. 
To  Office  of  the  Mayor,  City  Hall,  Boston. 
Subject:  City  Council  Order,  May  6,  1946,  High 
Fort  Observatory,  Ward  11. 
A  fine  lofty  park  with  remarkable  pudding-stone 
ledges  and  the  outlines  of  the  old  fort  followed  by 
the  modern  walks.     The  observatory  building  is 
graceful  and  appropriate  in  this  historical  setting. 
It  does  need  some  pointing  and  painting.  The  stone 
marker  was  restored  by  the  Art  Commission  in 
1945.     The  observatory  is  not  within  our  juris- 
diction. 

Robert  P.  Bellows,  Chairman. 

Placed  on  file. 


REAL  ESTATE  ASSESSMENT  OF  SUFFOLK 
DOWNS   PROPERTY. 

The  following  was  received: 

City  of  Boston, 
Office  of  the  Mayor,  May  25,  1946. 
To  the  City  Council. 

Gentlemen, —  I  transmit  herewith  communica- 
tion from  the  Board  of  Assessors,  in  reply  to  your 
order  of  May  13,  1946,  to  consider  the  advisability 
of  increasing  the  real  estate  assessment  on  the 
Suffolk  Downs  property. 

Respectfully, 
James  M.  Cubxey,  Mayor. 

City  of  Boston, 
Board  of  Assessors,   May  20,   1946. 
J.  Joseph  Connors, 

.Chief  Clerk,  Mayor's  Office. 
Dear  Sir, —  The  Board  of  Assessors  has  received 
a  copy  of  an  order  from  the  City  Council,  dated 
May  13,  1946,  to  the  effect: 

"Ordered,  That  the  Board  of  Assessors  be  in- 
structed by  his  Honor  the  Mayor  to  consider  the 
advisability  of  increasing  the  real  estate  assessment 
on  the  Suffolk  Downs  property." 


It  is  respectfully  suggested  that  the  City  Council 
be  informed  that  the  Board  of  Assessors  will  give 
whatever  consideration  is  just  and  equitable  to  the 
subject  of  the  City  Council  order. 
Very  truly  yours, 

Peter  J.  Allen, 
Board  of  Assessors, 
Principal  Assessor. 
Placed  on  file. 


TRANSFER  OF  LAND  ON  HARRISON 
AVENUE  TO  FIRE  DEPARTMENT. 
The  following  was  received: 

City  of  Boston, 
Office  of  the  Mayor,  May  27,  1946. 
To  the  City  Council. 

Gentlemen, —  I  am  in  receipt  of  the  attached 
communication  from  the  Chairman  of  the  Board 
of  Real  Estate  Commissioners,  in  which  it  is  pro- 
posed to  transfer  three  parcels  of  land  on  Harrison 
avenue  to  the  Fire  Department. 

Upon  completion  of  this  transfer  of  land,  it  is 
the  intention  of  the  Fire  Department  to  construct 
thereon  a  paint  shop  and  small  garage. 

I  am  in  favor  of  this  transfer  of  land,  and  respect- 
fully request  passage  of  the  accompanying  order 
approving  such  transfer  by  your  Honorable  Body. 
Respectfully, 
James   M.   Curley,  Mayor. 

City  of  Boston, 
Board  of  Real  Estate  Commissioners, 
February  21,  1946. 
Hon.  James  M.  Curley, 

Mayor  of  Boston. 
My  dear  Mr.  Mayor, —  I  am  presenting  for  your 
approval  and  that  of  the  City  Council,  four  copies 
of  an  order  for  the  transfer  from  the  Board  of  Real 
Estate  Commissioners  to  the  Fire  Department, 
of  three  parcels  of  land.  This  land  is  owned  by  the 
City  of  Boston  by  virtue  of  foreclosure,  and  is  to 
be  used  for  the  location  of  a  paint  shop  together 
with  a  small  garage. 

The  property  is  located  at: 

1.  Land  on  the  southeasterly  side  of  Harrison 
avenue,  Boston,  formerly  numbered  624  in  the 
numbering  of  said  avenue.  Area,  1,831  square  feet. 
File,  J-538. 

2.  Land  on  the  southeasterly  side  of  Harrison 
avenue,  Boston,  formerly  numbered  628  and  630 
in  the  numbering  of  said  avenue.  Area,  1,831 
square  feet.     File,  K-347. 

3.  Land  on  the  southeasterly  side  of  Harrison 
avenue,  Boston,  formerly  numbered  632  and  634 
in  the  numbering  of  said  avenue.  Area,  1,574 
square  feet.    File,  J-557. 

Respectfully  yours, 

Irving  Lewis, 

Chairman. 

Whereas,  The  City  of  Boston  by  a  decree  of  the 
Land  Court,  Suffolk  Registry  District,  dated 
November  7,  1945,  foreclosed  a  right  of  redemption 
under  a  tax  deed  recorded  with  Suffolk  Deeds, 
Book  5926,  page  223,  on  about  one  thousand  eight 
hundred  thirty-one  (1,831)  square  feet  of  land  on 
the  southeasterly  side  of  Harrison  avenue,  Boston, 
formerly  numbered  624  in  the  numbering  of  said 
avenue;   and 

Whereas,  The  City  of  Boston  by  a  decree  of  the 
Land  Court,  Suffolk  Registry  District,  dated 
November  7,  1945,  foreclosed  a  right  of  redemption 
under  a  tax  deed  recorded  with  Suffolk  Deeds, 
Book  5995,  page  175,  on  about  one  thousand  eight 
hundred  thirty-one  (1,831)  square  feet  of  land  on 
the  southeasterly  side  of  Harrison  avenue,  Boston, 
formerly  numbered  628  and  630  in  the  numbering 
of  said  avenue;   and 

Whereas,  The  City  of  Boston  by  a  decree  of  the 
Land  Court,  Suffolk  Registry  District,  dated 
January  25,  1945,  foreclosed  a  right  of  redemption 
under  a  tax  deed  recorded  with  Suffolk  Deeds, 
Book  5926,  page  250,  on  one  thousand  five  hundred 
and  seventy-four  (1,574)  square  feet  of  land  on  the 
southeasterly  side  of  Harrison  avenue,  Boston, 
formerly  numbered  632  and  634  in  the  numbering 
of  said  avenue;   and 

Whereas,  The  Fire  Department  has  requested 
that  the  aforesaid  parcels  of  foreclosed  tax  title 
properties  be  transferred  to  that  department  for 
the  purposes  of  establishing  thereon  a  paint  shop 
and  garage;   now  therefore  it  is  hereby 

Ordered,  That  the  aforesaid  parcels  of  fore- 
closed tax  title  property  be,  and  the  same  hereby 


;?or» 
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are  transferred  from  the  care,  custody,  control 
and  management  of  the  Chairman,  Board  of  Real 
Estate  Commissioners,  to  the  care,  custody, control 
and  management  of  the  Fire  Department  for  Fire 
Department  purposes. 

Referred  to  Executive  Committee. 


SALE    OF    LAND     TO     DOVVNES     REALTY 
CORPORATION. 

The  following  was  received: 

City  of  Boston, 
Office  of  the  Mayor,  May  27,  1046. 
To  the  Honorable  the  City  Council. 

Gentlemen, —  The  City  of  Boston  owns  a  large 
area  of  land  situated  at  the  corner  of  Southampton 
and  Atkinson  streets  in  the  Roxbury  district. 
This  land  was  acquired  by  the  City  for  Health 
Department  purposes,  but  m  recent  years  this 
land  has  been  occupied  by  the  Public  Works 
Department.  Downes  Realty  Corporation  owns 
a  large  tract  of  land  contiguous  to  the  city-owned 
property.  .  . 

Downes  Realty  Corporation  informs  me  that 
it  proposes  to  construct  on  its  land  a  building  for 
the  receiving,  storage  and  sale  of  lumber,  lhe 
proposed  building  will  be  approximately  three 
hundred  sixty-two  (362)  feet  in  length,  one  hundred 
one  (101)  feet  in  width,  and  twenty-eight  (28)  feet 
in  height.  Plans  of  this  proposed  terminal  shed, 
most  modern  in  design,  have  been  approved  by 
the  Building  Department  of  the  City  of  Boston. 
The  estimated  cost  of  the  proposed  building  is 
$50,000.  „    ,        ,  ±    ,        .       ..      . 

In  the  preparation  of  the  plot  plan  for  the  lay- 
out of  the  proposed  terminal  storage  building,  it 
was  found  that  an  additional  small  area  of  land 
was  required  in  order  to  erect  a  building  of  this 
size  on  the  present  lot.  The  area  needed  for  this 
purpose  contains  approximately  four  hundred 
and  thirty-eight  (438)  square  feet  and  is  situated 
at  the  northwesterly  corner  of  the  large  tract  of 
land  owned  by  the  City  of  Boston.  Mr.  Downes 
informs  me  that  the  acquisition  of  this  small 
parcel  of  city-owned  land  is  vitally  necessary  in 
order  that  he  may  proceed  with  the  proposed  con- 
struction. 

In  exchange  for  the  sale  and  conveyance  of  the 
city-owned  parcel  of  land  containing  four  hundred 
and  thirty-eight  (438)  square  feet,  Downes  Realty 
Corporation  has  offered  to  the  City  of  Boston  a 
parcel  of  land  containing  approximately  four 
hundred  and  seventy-eight  (478)  square  feet  and 
situated  in  the  rear  of  and  adjacent  to  the  property 
of  the  City  of  Boston  and  in  addition,  Downes 
Realty  Corporation  has  agreed  to  replace  and 
reset  the  present  wall  and  fence  owned  by  the  city 
and  situated  on  the  present  boundary  line  between 
lands  of  the  City  of  Boston  and  Downes  Realty 
Corporation. 

I  am  of  the  opinion  that  the  proposed  exchange 
of  lands  between  the  City  of  Boston  and  Downes 
Realty  Corporation  will  be  of  mutual  advantage 
to  both  parties.  Downes  Realty  Corporation 
will  build  a  retail  lumber  terminal,  served  by  both 
rail  and  water,  and  thereby  will  provide  increased 
facilities  and  service  to  the  people  of  our  city. 
The  City  of  Boston  in  addition  to  the  grant  of 
land  to  it  will  permit  the  full  utilization  of  privately- 
owned  property,  and  thereby  receive  from  such  use 
an  increased  revenue  based  upon  the  assessment  of 
land  with  improvements  thereon. 

I  transmit  to  you  herewith  an  order  whereby 
the  proposed  exchange  of  lands  between  the  City 
of  Boston  and  Downes  Realty  Corporation  may  be 
authorized,  and  I  respectfully  recommend  your 
consideration  and  passage  of  this  order. 
Respectfully, 
James  M.  Curley,  Mayor. 

Whereas,  The  City  of  Boston  owns  in  fee  a 
certain  parcel  of  land  containing  approximately 
one  hundred  four  thousand  nine  hundred  seventy- 
nine  (104,979)  square  feet  of  land  situated  on  the 
northerly  side  of  Southampton  street  and  on  the 
westerly  side  of  Atkinson  street  in  the  Roxbury 
district.  This  parcel  of  land  was  acquired  by  the 
city  for  Health  Department  purposes,  but  for 
some  years  this  property  has  been  used  for  Public 
Works  Department  purposes;  and 

Whereas,  Downes  Realty  Corporation,  a  cor- 
poration organized  under  the  laws  of  the  Common- 
wealth of  Massachusetts,  owns  in  fee  a  certain 
parcel  of  land  situated  on  the  northerly  side  of 


Southampton  street  and  on  the  westerly  side  of 
Atkinson  street  adjacent  to  and  bounding  the 
city-owned  parcel  of  land  on  the  west  and  north 
sides  thereof;  and 

Whereas,  Downes  Realty  Corporation  desires 
to  erect  a  building  one  hundred  (100)  feet  wide 
and  in  order  so  to  do  must  obtain  a  small  parcel 
of  city-owned  land,  approximately  four  hundred 
thirty-eight  (438)  square  feet,  "Parcel  A,"  here- 
inafter described,  and  Downes  Realty  Corporation 
has  offered  to  the  city  in  exchange  a  larger  area 
of  land  "Parcel  B,"  hereinafter  described,  con- 
tiguous to  and  in  the  rear  of  the  city-owned  pro- 
perty, and  Downes  Realty  Corporation  has  agreed 
to  replace  and  reset  the  present  wall  and  fence 
owned  by  the  city  and  located  on  the  present 
boundary  line  between  properties  of  the  City  of 
Boston  and  Downes  Realty  Corporation;  and 

Whereas,  the  Health  Commissioner  and  the 
Commissioner  of  Public  Works  have  declared 
the  parcel  of  city-owned  land,  "Parcel  A,"  is  no 
longer  required  for  any  public  purpose;  now  there- 
fore it  is  hereby 

Ordered,  That  his  Honor  the  Mayor  of  the  City 
of  Boston,  be,  and  he  hereby  is,  authorized  in  the 
name  and  behalf  of  the  City  of  Boston,  to  convey 
to  Downes  Realty  Corporation  by  an  instrument 
in  writing  satisfactory  in  form  to  the  Law  De- 
partment of  the  City  of  Boston,  all  the  City  of 
Boston's  right,  title  and  interest  in  and  to  the 
parcel  of  land  containing  four  hundred  thirty-eight 
(438)  square  feet,  designated  as  "  Parcel  A,"  herein- 
after bounded  and  described,  in  consideration  for 
the  conveyance  to  the  City  of  Boston  by  Downes 
Realty  Corporation  by  an  instrument  in  writing 
satisfactory  in  form  to  the  Law  Department  of  the 
City  of  Boston,  of  a  certain  parcel  of  land  contain- 
ing four  hundred  seventy-eight  (478)  square  feet, 
designated  as  "Parcel  B,"  hereinafter  bounded  and 
described,  and  in  the  further  consideration  that 
Downes  Realty  Corporation  replace  and  reset  the 
present  wall  and  fence  on  the  new  boundary  line 
established  by  the  conveyance  of  the  City  of 
Boston  herein  authorized.  The  said  parcels  of  land 
herein  authorized  to  be  conveyed  and  received  by 
the  City  of  Boston  are  bounded  and  described  as 
follows : 

Parcel  A. 

Northwesterly  by  land  of  Downes  Realty  Cor- 
poration, eighty-eight  and  80/100  (88.80)  feet; 
northerly  by  other  land  of  Downes  Realty  Cor- 
poration, ten  and  22/100  (10.22)  feet;  southeasterly 
by  land  of  the  City  of  Boston,  ninety-two  and  3/100 
(92.03)  feet,  containing  four  hundred  thirty-eight 
(438)  square  feet  of  land. 

Parcel  B. 

Northerly  by  land  of  Downes  Realty  Corpora- 
tion, seventy  (70)  feet;  southeasterly  by  land  of  the 
City  of  Boston,  twenty-five  and  99/100  (25.99) 
feet;  southerly  by  other  land  of  the  City  of  Boston, 
forty-nine  and  78/100  (49.78)  feet,  containing  four 
hundred  seventy-eight  (478)  square  feet  of  land. 

Said  "Parcel  A"  and  "Parcel  B"  and  all  of  said 
measurements  are  shown  on  a  plan  marked  "City 
of  Boston,  Atkinson  Street,  Southampton  Street, 
Roxbury,  April  21,  1946,  Thomas  F.  McGovern, 
Chief  Engineer,  Street  Laying-Out  Department." 
The  original  of  said  plan  is  on  file  in  the  office  of  the 
Street  Laying-Out  Department,  City  Hall,  Boston. 

Referred  to  Committee  on  Public  Lands. 


SUPPLEMENTARY   BUDGET. 

The  following  was  received: 

City  of  Boston, 
Office  of  the  Mayor,  May  24,  1946. 
To  the  City  Council. 

Gentlemen, —  Herewith  I  am  submitting  a 
supplementary  budget  containing  additional  ap- 
propriations which  are  largely  of  an  emergency 
nature. 

The  larger  items  are  for  alterations  and  repairs 
to  existing  Fire  Department  buildings  which, 
according  to  the  Fire  Commissioner,  are  in  a  de- 
plorable condition  and  in  many  cases  are  in  a 
dangerous  condition;  while  the  item  for  Park 
Department  reconstruction  and  repairs  of  park- 
ways and  roadways  is  to  cover  resurfacing  of  many 
of  the  most  important  roads  in  the  park  system. 
Other  large  appropriations  are  of  an  emergency 
nature,  under  the  control  of  the  Commissioner  of 
Public  Works  which  appear  to  be  absolutely 
essential. 
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I   respectfully   urge   the   early   passage    of   this 

supplementary  budget  by  your  Honorable  Body 

in  order  that  the  same  may  be  included  by  the 

assessors  in  preparation  of  the  tax  rate  for  the  year. 

Respectfully, 

James  M.  Cubley,  Mayor. 

Supplementary  Appropriation  and  Tax  Order 
for  the  Financial  Year  1946. 
Ordered,  That  the  respective  sums  of  money 
specified  in  the  schedules  hereinafter  set  out,  be, 
and  hereby  are,  appropriated,  for  the  purposes 
hereinafter  specified,  said  sums  to  be  raised  by 
taxation  on  the  polls  and  estates  in  the  City  of 
Boston,  and  that  all  orders  heretofore  or  here- 
after passed  by  the  City  Council  relating  to 
appropriations,  taxes  and  the  interest  thereon, 
apply  to  the  appropriations  and  taxes  herein 
provided  for;  and  that  the  expenditures  for 
Revenue  Departments  be  met  from  the  income 
of  such  departments  and  that  any  expenditures 
in  excess  of  the  income  be  met  from  taxes. 

City  of  Boston. 
Department  and  Activity.  Allowance. 

Fire  Department $50,000  00 

Law  Department 6,050  00 

Public  Buildings  Department 5,250  00 

Public  Works  Department: 

Ferry  Service 15,000  00 

Sanitary  Service 87,500  00 

Street  Laying-Out  Department ,         1,331  25 

Treasury  Department 600  00 

Special  Appropriations: 

Bridges,  Repairs,  etc 50,000  00 

Ferry  Improvements 10,000  00 

Fire  Department  Buildings,  Altera- 
tions and  Repairs 300,000  00 

Construction  of  buildings,  and 
original  equipment  and  furnish- 
ings thereof 149,000  00 

Park  Department: 

Reconstruction    and    Repairs    of 

Parkways  and  Roadways 200,000  00 

Total $874,731  25 

County  of  Suffolk. 
Suffolk       County       Court       House, 

Custodian $25,000  00 

Probate  Court 3,000  00 

East  Boston  District  Court 1,458  34 

Special  Appropriations: 

Contingent  Fund  (for  the  payment 

of    claims,    executions    of    court, 

court  fees,  expert  witnesses,  legal 

and  miscellaneous  expenses) 24,000  00 

Total $53,458  34 

Revenue  Departments. 
Public  Works  Department: 

Sumner  Traffic  Tunnel $12,000  00 

Grand  Summary. 

City  of  Boston $874,731  25 

County  of  Suffolk 53,458  34 

$928,189  59 
Revenue  Departments .       12,000  00 

Grand  Total $940,189  59 


Referred  to  Committee  on  Appropriations. 


ANNOUNCEMENT  OF  EXECUTIVE 
SESSION. 

President  KELLY — Before  we  go  further  with 
the  business  of  the  Council  today,  the  Chair  will 
state  that  invitations  have  been  sent  out  to  various 
persons  to  attend  a  meeting  of  the  Executive  Com- 
mittee at  three  o'clock.  In  order  not  to  keep  these 
gentlemen  waiting  a  recess  will  be  called  at  approxi- 
mately three  o'clock  in  order  to  go  into  executive 
session. 


PETITIONS   REFERRED. 

The     following     petitions    were   received     and 
referred  to  the  committees  named,  viz.: 


Claims. 

AAA  Salvage  Company,  for  rebate  on  auto 
wrecker's  license. 

Sally  Bashway,  for  compensation  for  injuries 
caused  by  an  alleged  defect  at  Munroe  and  Warren 
streets. 

Joseph  E.  DeBeech,  for  compensation  for 
damage  to  car  caused  by  an  alleged  defect  at 
Washington  and  Dover  streets. 

Harry  Freelander,  for  compensation  for  damage 
to  car  caused  by  an  alleged  defect  in  Huntington 
avenue. 

Samuel  &  Nathan  Kaufman,  for  compensation 
for  damage  to  car  and  injuries  caused  by  city 
hospital  ambulance. 

Laurence  L.  Luneau,  for  compensation  for 
damage  to  car  by  police  cruising  car. 

Edward  Miller,  for  compensation  for  damage  to 
property  caused  by  explosion  on  Devon  street. 

Margaret  M.  Murphy,  for  compensation  for 
damage  to  property  at  55  King  street,  caused  by 
broken  water  main.- 

Austin  O'Malley,  for  compensation  for  damage 
to  property  at  93  Mt.  Ida  road,  caused  by  balls 
thrown  from  Ronan  park. 

Orinond  L.  Pieri,  for  compensation  for  damage 
to  car  caused  by  an  alleged  defect  at  19  Pinehurst 
street. 

Mary  Ryan,  for  compensation  for  damage  to  car 
by  city  truck. 

Maria  T.  Spriano,  for  compensation  for  damage 
to  property  at  21  Virgil  road,  during  street  con- 
struction. 

James  W.  Stewart,  for  compensation  for  damage 
to  clothing  by  fire  at  Albany  street  garage. 

Francis  T.  Hannon,  to  be  reimbursed  as  result 
of  accident  which  occurred  while  in  performance 
.  of  duty  as  employee  of  Mayor's  office. 

Gertrude  Phillips,  for  compensation  for  injuries 
caused  by  an  alleged  defect  in  Harvard  avenue, 
Brighton. 


PERMITS   FOR   CHILDREN. 

Petitions  for  children  under  fifteen  years  of  age 
to  appear  at  places  of  public  amusement  were 
received  as  follows: 

Armando  Arena,  Jordan  Hall,  June  6. 

Mona  J.  Somerville,  New  England  Mutual  Hall, 
May  28  and  29. 

Adolphe  Robicheau,  Jordan  Hall,  May  25. 

East  Boston  Civic  League,  East  Boston  High 
School,  June  18. 

Permits  granted  under  usual  conditions. 


APPROVAL  OF  CONSTABLES'  BONDS. 

The  bonds  of  the  following  constables,  having 
been  duly  approved  by  the  City  Treasurer,  were 
received  and  approved  by  the  Council,  viz.: 

James  A.  Canton,  Patrick  J.  Donovan,  Louis 
Levendorf,  Charles  A.  Wood,  Morris  Youman. 


APPOINTMENT  OF  MAYOR'S  COMMITTEE 
ON   HOUSING. 

Notice  was  received  from  the  Mayor  of  appoint- 
ment of  following  committee  to  work  out  specific 
plans  and  iron  out  all  legal  requirements  relative 
to  housing: 

Robert  P.  Curley,  Commissioner  of  Public 
Works,  Chairman;  John  J.  Mahoney,  Building 
Commissioner;  William  P.  Long,  Park  Com- 
missioner; Irving  Lewis,  Chairman  of  Real  Estate 
Board;  Clement  A.  Norton,  Chairman  of  Boston 
School  Committee;  Frank  Lane,  Boston  Housing 
Authority;  Philip  Bourne,  Legal  Advisor,  Federal 
Housing  Administration;  Mr.  Tobin  of  Law 
Department. 

Placed  on  file. 


APPOINTMENT  OF  MERTON  P.  ELLIS. 

Notice  was  received  from  the  Mayor  of  appoint- 
ment of  Merton  P.  Ellis,  of  77  Summer  street, 
Boston,  as  member  of  Board  of  Appeal  for  term 
ending  April  30,  1951. 

Placed  on  file. 
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APPOINTMENT    OF   JOHN    J.    MOFFITT. 

Notice  was  received  from  the  Health  Com- 
missioner  of  provisional  appointment  of  John  F. 
Mortiti.  3  Blossom  court,   Boston,  as  inspector  of 

housiim  and  sanitation  a  I  SI, SOU  a  year  plus  $200 

r  c  A  .  effeotive  May  22,  1046. 
Placed  on  file. 


COLLECTION  AND  DISPOSAL  OF  REFUSE. 
The  following  was  received: 

City  of  Boston, 
Finance  Commission,  May  24,  194G. 
To  the  Honorable  the  Mayor  and  City  Council. 

The  Finance  Commission  desires  once  again  to 
try  to  inspire  some  official  action  which  will  provide 
a  solution  of  one  of  the  city's  most  troublesome 
problems — the  collection  and  disposal  of  refuse  by 
a  method  which  will  be  efficient  and  economical. 
The  problem  appears  to  be  no  nearer  solution  now 
than  it  has  been  for  many  years.  Certainly  it  does 
not  appear  that  any  action  in  regard  to  it  is  in 
immediate  prospect. 

Although  many  other  capital  improvements 
have  been  provided  by  the  insertion  in  the  budget 
of  the  10  per  cent  down  payment,  so  called, — the 
amount  to  be  raised  by  taxation  of  any  project  to 
be  financed  by  loan  appropriation — there  has  been 
no  such  provision  yet  made  for  the  construction 
of  an  incinerator  to  consume  the  city  refuse.  Inas- 
much as  the  assessors  have  practically  completed 
their  work  of  fixing  valuations  and  the  declaration 
of  the  tax  rate  will  be  made  within  a  few  weeks, 
hope  for  an  early  substitution  of  the  incineration 
method  of  disposal  for  the  antiquated  dump  method 
used  in  Boston  has  waned. 

During  the  war  years  the  construction  of  an 
incinerator  system  for  disposal  of  the  city  refuse 
was  proclaimed  to  be  the  No.  1  postwar  construc- 
tion project.  Now  this  project  appears  to  have 
been  abandoned. 

Nevertheless  the  records  continue  to  abound 
with  complaints  of  the  lack  of  adequate  service, 
with  charges  of  unsavory  practices  in  the  making  of 
contracts  for  collection  and  disposal  of  refuse,  and 
with  intimations  of  unwarranted  and  excessive 
cost.  They  abound  also  with  demands  by  indi- 
viduals, organizations,  and  even  by  officials  charged 
with  the  duty  of  operating  it  for  the  adoption  of  a 
modern,  efficient,  and  economical  method  and 
means  of  performance. 

Regretfully  the  Finance  Commission  must  state 
that  the  situation  annually  becomes  worse,  that 
the  cost  annually  becomes  more  and  more  excessive, 
and  that  every  effort  made  to  obtain  improvement 
of  any  kind  is  brushed  aside.  It  is  evident  that 
administrations,  one  after  another,  prefer  to  keep 
this  activity  within  the  political  patronage  field 
rather  than  provide  a  system  which  will  make  the 
service  reliable  and  less  costly. 

Besides  being  a  service  upon  which  the  health  of 
the  community,  in  large  part,  depends  and  which 
has  great  importance  in  maintaining  a  clean  city 
appearance,  the  cost  of  collection  and  disposal  of 
refuse  is  a  big  item  in  the  list  which  adds  up  to 
Boston's  almost  prohibitive  tax  rate,  $42.50.  The 
total  cost  of  it  today  to  people  living  or  doing 
business  in  Boston  is  at  the  rate  of  approximately 
53,000,000  a  year.  Yet  the  opinion  seems  well- 
founded  that  this  cost  is  excessive  to  the  extent  of 
over  $1,000,000. 

There  has  been  little  permanent  change  in  the 
situation  with  respect  to  method  and  facilities  in 
more  than  half-a-century.  On  the  other  hand, 
each  year  brings  its  own  increase  in  its  cost  and 
these  increases  have  been  unavoidable  only  because 
of  the  unwillingness  to  install  an  efficient  modern 
method. 

As  the  only  benefit  from  the  present  arrange- 
ment accrues  to  a  limited  number  of  contractors 
with  whom  the  city  deals  in  this  matter  and  as  this 
benefit  is  substantial  and  constantly  increasing, 
as  will  be  shown  in  this  report,  it  is  high  time  that 
the  city  administration  put  a  stop  to  thus  favoring 
a  small  and  powerful  group  at  the  expense  of  the 
city  and  face  the  situation  squarely  by  introducing 
efficiency  and  economy  in  the  operation  of  this 
important  service.  Among  these  particular  refuse 
contractors  there  is  always  the  threat  hanging  over 
them  all  that  if  one  attempts  individual  action, 
another  will  break  his  hold  on  a  district  by  offering 
a  lower  price  for  the  contract.  As  a  result  competi- 
tion is  stifled. 


Number    Involved    in    Refuse    Collection    in 
Boston. 

In  no  other  city  is  there,  proportionately,  such  a 
multitude  of  men  and  methods  involved  in  the 
collection  and  disposal  of  refuse.  Besides  regularly 
employed  city  men  who  collect  in  the  North  End, 
the  West  End,  Beacon  Hill,  the  central  business 
district,  part  of  the  South  End  and  part  of  Rox 
bury,  there  are  nine  private  firms  collecting  in 
other  districts  under  city  contract.  A  tenth 
firm  has  a  contract  for  disposal  of  the  collections 
in  the  central  area.  For  more  than  thirty  years 
there  was  a  stipulation  in  the  latter  contract  that 
garbage  must  be  separated  from  other  refuse  and 
consumed  by  the  reduction  process  at  Spectacle 
Island,  but  now  disposal  is  permitted  by  dumping 
all  refuse,  garbage,  as  well  as  general  rubbish,  on 
city-owned  land  on  Spectacle  Island.  In  the  other 
areas,  it  was  the  intention  of  the  contracts  when 
executed  that  the  operating  contractor  must  find 
his  own  dump  for  general  rubbish.  Separate  col- 
lection of  garbage  was  required,  and  disposal  of 
garbage,  other  than  by  dumping,  was  permitted  as 
the  contractor  could  arrange  for  it.  Most  of  them 
sold  it  to  farmers  for  feeding  pigs.  Nevertheless, 
in  some  areas,  the  city  is  now  being  forced  to  assume 
the  obligation  of  providing  dumping  places  for  - 
the  rubbish,  while  the  contractors  retain  the 
lucrative  disposal  of  garbage. 

Moreover,  in  addition  to  public  collection,  there 
are  a  large  number  of  private  firms  selling  collection 
service  to  commercial  establishments.  These 
establishments,  by  city  regulation,  must  pay  for 
disposal  of  refuse,  in  contrast  to  free  collection 
from  residences.  The  volume  of  this  private 
business  has  become  substantial  because  the  prices 
charged  by  private  contractors  are  much  less  than 
the  cost  by  use  of  the  city's  ticket  system.  At 
present,  in  addition  to  the  collection  by  city 
employees  and  by  city  contract,  eighty-four 
permits  for  garbage  collection  and  forty-seven 
for  general  refuse  collection  are  held  by  private 
contractors.  Hence,  from  a  financial  standpoint, 
the  city  gives  up  to  private  contractors  the  only 
part  of  the  service  from  which  a  revenue  can  be 
derived. 

Expense  to  Taxpayers. 

The  only  conclusion  which  may  be  drawn  from 
this  situation  is  that  the  motive  is  to  provide  that 
the  greatest  possible  number  may  profit  from  this 
work  at  the  expense  of  the  taxpayer.  Efficiency  in 
the  system  and  economy  hold  no  place  in  the 
picture. 

Efforts    to    Improve    the    Situation. 

A  few  years  ago  the  Finance  Commission  made 
an  exhaustive  study  of  the  situation.  It  has 
continued  to  keep  track  of  developments  since. 
One  administration  was  induced  to  give  up  city 
collections  in  some  districts  and  substitute  collec- 
tion by  contract.  City  collection  cost  was  then 
estimated  to  be  three  times  as  much  as  contract 
collection  might  be. 

Subsequent  developments  proved  the  estimate 
correct.  In  Charlestown,  where  city  collection 
cost  was  about  $65,000,  the  low  bidder  in  ad- 
vertised competition  obtained  a  contract  to  do  the 
work  for  $17,000.  It  was  the  consensus  of  official 
and  Charlestown  opinion  that  the  contractor  did 
a  better  job.  South  Boston  collection  was  given 
to  a  contractor  who  bid  about  $26,000,  whereas 
it  had  been  costing  the  city  around  $85,000. 
Again  it  was  the  general  opinion  that  the  service 
was  better.  The  administration  in  office  at  the 
time  thereupon  extended  contract  collection  to 
other  districts. 

However,  the  cost  benefit  in  contract  collection 
did  not  last  long.  New  conditions  speedily 
developed  under  which  the  city  lost  the  advantage. 
A  group  of  contractors,  one  to  each  district, 
obtained  control  of  the  only  dumps  available. 
There  was  then  only  one  dump  to  each  contractor. 
This  meant  that  the  contractor  who  had  the  dump 
had  the  advantage  over  all  others  who  might 
want  to  enter  competition  for  the  contract.  If 
the  city  advertised  for  bids  there  would  be  no 
real  competition  because  only  one  bidder  would 
have  a  place  for  disposal. 

In  this  situation  of  no  advertised  competition 
the  city  had  to  take  the  price  of  the  one  contractor 
who  was  thus  entrenched.  To  revert  to  collection 
by  city  employees  had  its  drawback  because  the 
city  owned  no  mainland  dumps,  and  without  them 
the  only  recourse  would  be  to  truck  the  collections 
from  all  parts  of  the  city  to  a  couple  of  city-owned 
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wharves,  at  which  another  contractor  provides 
disposal  by  hauling  the  refuse  to  Spectacle  Island. 
The  cost  of  hauling  from  all  over  the  city  to  these 
wharves  and  the  difficulties  of  trucking  through 
the  city  were  considered  insurmountable  obstacles. 

Prices  Mount  Up. 

With  the  coming  of  war  and  consequent  labor 
and  equipment  shortages,  prices  for  collection  and 
disposal  began  to  go  up  all  around.  For  a  time 
charges  increased  moderately;  but,  as  the  war 
situation  developed,  demands  by  the  contractors 
for  increased  allowances  became  less  moderate. 
Now  the  city  is  powerless  to  control  prices  unless 
the  incineration  system  is  provided. 

If  the  city  owned  a  few  incinerators  properly 
located,  disposal  by  incineration  would  reduce 
the  contract  work  merely  to  collection.  Collection, 
without  disposal  other  than  to  an  incinerator, 
only  requires  manpower  and  trucks  to  pick  up 
the  refuse  and  tote  it  to  the  incinerators.  A 
large  number  of  contractors  would  auite  probably 
make  competition  for  the  work  on  this  limited 
basis.  This  would  release  the  grip  which  the  few 
now  have  on  it. 

The  construction  of  one  big  incinerator  adjacent 
to  the  City  Hospital  where  it  might  pay  for  its 
operation  by  supplying  heat,  light,  and  power  to 
the  City  Hospital  and  the  Public  Works  Depart- 
ment shops  was  proposed  by  the  Finance  Com- 
mission. Naturally,  the  erection  of  three  to  five 
more  small  incinerators  properly  located  would 
take  care  of  the  collections  in  the  remainder  of 
the  city. 

One  recent  administration  retained  a  leading 
engineering  firm  to  investigate  this  idea.  Its 
report  confirmed  the  view  of  the  Finance  Com- 
mission that  not  only  would  incineration  be 
cleaner  and  healthier,  but  cheaper. 

In  February,  1945,  the  administration  in  office 
made  a  gesture  toward  incineration  by  providing 
an  appropriation  of  $30,000  for  plans  and  letting  a 
contract  to  a  designing  engineer  to  work  out 
detailed  plans  for  an  incinerator  on  city-owned 
land  on  Albany  street.  After  this  contract  was 
executed  the  engineer  was  forced  to  change  his 
plans  because  some  official  objection  was  raised 
to  the  Albany  street  site.  He  went  ahead  with 
the  new  idea  of  locating  the  incinerator  on 
Southampton  street.  Nine  months  later,  after 
the  engineer  had  been  paid  $24,080,  a  new  Public 
Works  Commissioner,  the  third  to  hold  office 
while  this  matter  of  incineration  was  being  worked 
out,  claimed  a  serious  flaw  in  the  performance 
of  the  engineer's  contract  and  refused  to  accept 
the  plans. 

The  difficult}'  in  the  latter  situation  arises 
over  two  specifications  in  the  engineer's  contract. 
The  possibility  of  a  difference  in  interpretation 
of  them  may  have  more  significance  than  appears 
on  the  surface.  One  required  a  plan  for  an  incin- 
erator which  will  dispose  of  "200  tons  of  refuse 
per  day."  The  commissioner  who  let  the  con- 
tract interpreted  this  specification  to  mean  an 
incinerator  which  could  consume  200  tons  in  an 
eight-hour  day.  The  plans  were  drawn  to  pro- 
vide an  incinerator  which  will  consume  from 
450  to  600  tons  in  a  twenty-four-hour  day.  A  new 
commissioner,  however,  interprets  "the  day"  as 
specified  to  mean  200  tons  in  a  twenty-four-hour 
period.  Whatever  the  merits  of  the  present 
Public  Works  Commissioner's  decision  on  this 
feature  of  the  plans,  erecting  an  incinerator  on 
Albany  street  or  Southampton  street  which  can 
consume  only  200  tons  in  a  twenty-four-hour 
day  is  wasting  an  opportunity  to  make  a  substantial 
saving  in  providing  heat,  light  and  power  at  the 
City  Hospital. 

The  second  point  in  dispute  relates  to  the  cost 
of  the  incinerator  planned.  The  contract  stipu- 
lated that  in  the  payment  for  plans  $700,000 
would  be  considered  as  the  maximum  cost  of  the 
proposed  incinerator  until  bid  prices  determined 
otherwise.  However,  to  carry  out  the  plans  as 
drawn  by  the  designing  engineer,  his  estimate 
is  that  it  will  cost  about  $1,500,000.  He  contends 
that  the  $700,000  figure  was  intended  merely  to 
be  a  control  in  the  cost  of  plans,  and  that  his 
plans  as  drawn  for  a  $1,500,000  incinerator  had 
the  authority  of  the  former  commissioner  who 
let  the  contract.  This  dispute  has  continued 
since  last  December  without  any  perceptible 
hope  of  solution. 

If  the  contentions  of  the  present  commissioner 
are  correct,  that  he  cannot  accept  the  plans  which 
have   been   drawn   because   they   will  provide   an 


incinerator  of  450  to  600  tons  capacity  for  a 
twenty-four-hour  day  and  will  cost  more  than 
$700,000,  it  means  that  the  city  now  has  no  plans 
and  that  the  $24,080  already  paid  to  the  engineer 
is  wasted.  Therefore,  what  was  intended  to  be 
the  No.  1  postwar  project,  a  big  incinerator 
which  would  conceivably  save  the  city  hundreds 
of  thousands  of  dollars,  thus  appears  to  be  definitely 
sidetracked. 

It  may  be  significant  in  this  situation  that  the 
contractor  who  has  had  a  monopoly  for  twenty- 
five  years  for  disposal  of  refuse  from  the  central 
area  at  Spectacle  Island  is  now  renewing  his 
equipment,  though  his  present  contract  expires 
on  December  31,  1946.  Apparently  he  is  not 
anticipating  that  his  lucrative  business  with  the 
city  is  soon  to  come  to  an  end. 

Cost  of  Collection  by  Contractors. 
An  examination  of  the  cost  of  contract  collection 
in  the  last  five  years  reveals  an  increase  which  is 
out  of  all  proportion  to  the  current  rise  in  general 
labor  prices.  The  following  figures  show  how  this 
cost  has  advanced  in  that  period: 

Collection  Contract  Payments. 


Year. 

Expendi- 
ture. 

Increase 
Over 

Previous 
Year. 

Per  Cent 
of  Increase 
Over  1941. 

1941 

$415,248 

580,688 

996,935 

1,096,280 

1,233,122 

*1, 291, 440 

1942f 

1943J 

1944 

1945 

1946 

$165,420 

416,267 

99,345 

136,842 

*58,318 

39.8% 
140.0% 
164.0% 
196.9% 
211.0% 

*  Estimated — based  on  January  1,  1946  contract 

13T1CGS 

t  1942—1  district  added  at  cost  of  $2,380  per 
month — $28,560  per  year. 

t  1943—2  districts  added  at  cost  of  $9,725  per 
month — $116,700  per  year. 

The  cost  by  districts  for  collection  is  shown  in 
the  table  on  the  following  page, 

The  Finance  Commission  believes  that  the 
present  charges  of  the  contractors  in  these  districts 
are  excessive.  That  has  naturally  followed  the 
practice  in  recent  years  to  award  the  contracts  in 
negotiation  proceedings  rather  than  follow  the 
standard  method  of  seeking  public  competition. 
It  has  failed  to  keep  charges  at  reasonable  figures. 
The  negotiations  have  come  to  consist  of  merely 
listening  to  a  statement  from  each  contractor  as 
to  what  he  wants  and  then  deciding  to  give  him 
what  he  wants.  What  his  costs  are,  which  is 
something  the  city  has  the  right  to  know,  the  city 
apparently  does  not  bother  to  find  out. 

The  Disposal  Contract. 

One  company  has  held  the  contract  for  the  dis- 
posal of  refuse  collected  in  the  central  area  for 
twenty-five  years.  After  it  once  became  estab- 
lished, it  had  no  competition.  The  executive  of 
this  disposal  company  is  the  executive  head  of  an- 
other firm  which  holds  the  collection  contract  in 
the  largest  district  of  the  city.  This  second  firm 
also  engages  in  general  contracting  and  has  had 
numerous  city  contracts. 

The  cost  of  the  central  area  disposal  has  risen 
from  the  rate  of  $265,000  in  1943  to  $414,000  in 
1946  (the  award  price),  an  increase  of  56.2  per  cent. 

The  contract  with  the  disposal  company  was  on 
a  ten-year  basis  from  1922  to  1942,  but  since  1943 
has  been  for  a  year  at  a  time.  When  the  ten-year 
contract  practice  was  abandoned  the  reason  given 
was  that  it  was  the  intention  to  erect  an  incinerator 
and  dispose  of  the  refuse  by  incineration.  Inci- 
dentally, a  ten-year  contract  must  have  City 
Council  approval  under  the  Boston  Charter,  but  a 
yearly  contract  may  be  made  by  the  Mayor  and 
Public  Works  Commissioner  without  Council 
approval. 
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In  yielding  to  the  price  demands  of  the  con- 
tractor in  the  recent  awards  of  this  contract,  the 
Public  Works  officials  have  accepted  without  ques- 
tion the  contractor's  statement  of  costs.  The 
Finance  Commission  has  analyzed  these  reputed 
costs  and  is  of  the  opinion  that  some  of  them  do 
not  fairly  apply  to  this  contract  and  others  warrant 
no  consideration  by  the  city  in  determination  of  a 
fair  price.  For  example,  there  is  an  item  for  de- 
preciation and  another  for  replacement  on  a  plant 
now  obsolete  and  no  longer  in  use,  allowances  for 
taxes  not  being  paid,  and  for  office  and  advertising 
expense  seemingly  not  properly  chargeable  to  this 
contract.  Furthermore,  it  is  the  opinion  of  the 
Commission  that  the  work  intended  by  the  con- 
tract can  be  performed  by  the  city  itself,  even  if 
the  same  method  is  continued,  for  $200,000  less 
per  year  than  the  contractor  charges.  The  city 
owns  the  principal  area  used  for  dumping  and  there 
is  now  no  separation  of  garbage  from  other  refuse. 

The  detail  on  which  the  Finance  Commission 
bases  this  contention  is  as  follows: 

Present  cost  of  disposal  under  contract 

method $414,000 

Operating    cost    by    city    under    same 

method 275,293 

$138,707 
Income  from  service  and  salvage 61,503 


$200,270 

Therefore,  if  the  present  method  of  disposal  at 
Spectacle  Island  is  to  be  continued,  the  city  should 
take  over  the  work  of  disposal  and  the  difference  in 
cost,  under  proper  management,  could  be  cut  in 
half.  In  one  year  the  saving  will  provide  for  all 
the  equipment  necessary  and  leave  a  very  sub- 
stantial margin  as  well.  Until  incineration  is  pro- 
vided, it  is  unconscionable  to  continue  the  unwar- 
ranted expense  in  the  present  arrangement. 

Moreover,  the  Finance  Commission  is  still  of  the 
opinion  that  the  best  solution  of  this  irritating  sit- 
uation is  to  adopt  the  incineration  plan.  It  should 
be  the  cheapest  in  the  long  run  and  is  the  least 
objectionable  method  of  disposal.  In  the  increas- 
ing scarcity  of  dumps  and  the  unwillingness  of  one 
community  after  another  to  allow  the  use  of  vacant 
and  waste  land  for  dumping  purposes,  it  is  only  a 
question  of  a  short  time  when  there  will  be  no 
other  method  of  disposal  left  to  the  city. 

Recent  happenings  in  the  Brighton  district  are 
an  indication  of  what  is  likely  to  happen  soon  all 
over  the  city.  The  Brighton  contractor  used  a 
Watertown  dump  for  many  years.  Recently  he  was 
deprived  of  the  use  of  this  dump  location.  The 
Public  Works  Commissioner  tried,  in  turn,  to 
obtain  two  other  dumping  sites  in  Brighton  and 
one  in  West  Roxbury.  In  each  instance  the  force 
of  local  public  opinion  blocked  the  venture.  Now 
arrangements  are  being  made  to  have  the  contractor 
truck  his  loads  of  refuse  to  Albany  street  in  the 
South  End  where  he  will  dump  into  scows.  This 
arrangement  will  require  the  city  to  increase  his 
price  from  $10,000  per  month  to  $17,000  per 
month.  In  fact,  this  contractor  is  now  receiving 
an  increase  amounting  to  a  rate  of  $84,000  per 
year  to  cart  his  collections  temporarily  to  city- 
owned  land  in  Dorchester.  In  addition  the  city 
will  have  to  increase  the  contract  price  of  the  dis- 
posal contractor  because  of  the  extra  haulage  by 
him  to  Spectacle  Island. 

_  This  situation  may  soon  be  repeated  in  other 
districts.  It  saves  the  contractor  expense  of  main- 
taining and  operating  dumps  and  gets  him  a 
larger  return  for  Ms  truck  equipment. 

From  the  foregoing  it  may  be  seen  that  the  city 
is  in  a  vicious  situation  in  respect  to  this  particular 
service.  Yet  it  can  not  be  abandoned  as  could 
some  other  less  needed  services.  It  can,  however 
be  intelligently  and  scientifically  provided.  From 
the  taxpayers'  standpoint  there  is  neither  intelli- 
gence nor  science  in  the  present  arrangement  of  it, 
and  the  cost  has  become  almost  prohibitive. 

The  immediate  duty  of  the  Public  Works  De- 
partment and  the  Mayor  is  to  straighten  out  the 
tangle  in  regard  to  the  contract  for  plans  for  an 
incinerator.  The  next  step  then  is  to  erect  the 
requisite  number  of  incinerators  and,  once  and  for 
all,  get  the  city  out  of  the  grip  of  a  few  political 
contractors.     Such  a  use  of  the  city's  borrowing 


capacity  has  as  much  merit  as  any  of  the  projects 
now  being  provided  for  and  more  than  some  of 
them. 

Respectfully  submitted, 
Edward  F.   Mullen,   Chairman, 
Alexander   Wheeler, 
Leo  J.  Dunn, 
Frederick  Deane, 

The  Finance  Commission. 
Robert  E.  Cunnijpf, 
Secretary. 
Placed  on  file 


CONGRATULATIONS       TO       ARCHBISHOP 
RICHARD   J.    CUSHING. 

Coun.  HANNON  offered  the  following: 

Resolved,  That  the  City  Council  of  the  City  of 
Boston,  in  meeting  assembled,  hereby  tenders  to 
his  Excellency,  Richard  J.  Cushing,  Archbishop 
of  Boston,  its  hearty  congratulations  on  the 
twenty-fifth  anniversary  of  his  ordination  as  a 
priest  of  God;  and  devoutly  hopes  that  his 
Excellency,  the  Archbishop,  will  continue  to 
enjoy  the  good  health  and  vigor  which  mark  him 
as  a  worthy  leader  of  his  flock,  and  an  outstanding 
laborer  in  the  vineyard  of  the  Lord. 

Coun.  MUCHNICK,  HURLEY  and  CHASE 
offered  the  following: 

Whereas,  Sunday,  May  26,  1946,  marked  the 
twenty-fifth  anniversary  of  the  ordination  of 
his  Excellency  Archbishop  Richard  J.  Cushing;  and 

Whereas,  His  Excellency  the  Archbishop  has 
exemplified  the  best  traditions  of  an  American 
clergyman;  therefore  be  it 

Resolved,  That  the  Boston  City  Council  respect- 
fully extends  its  felicitations  to  his  Excellency 
"the  Archbishop  on  the  Silver  Jubilee  of  his  ordina- 
tion and  extends  its  best  wishes  for  continued 
success  as  the  spiritual  leader  of  the  Catholic 
Archdiocese  of  Boston;  and  be  it  further 

Resolved,  That  a  copy  of  the  above  resolution 
be  sent  to  his  Excellency  the  Archbishop. 

Severally  adopted  by  a  unanimous  vote. 


CLEANING  OF  SOUTH  BOSTON  PARKS 
AND  BENCHES. 

Coun.  SCANNELL  offered  the  following: 
Ordered,      That     the     Park     Commission     be 
requested,  through  his  Honor  the  Mayor,  to  take 
immediate  action  in  the  cleaning  up  of  all  parks 
and  beaches  in  South  Boston. 

Passed  under  suspension  of  the  rule. 


COLLECTION  OF  TAXES  FROM  NEW 
YORK,  NEW  HAVEN  &  HARTFORD 
RAILROAD. 

Coun.  SCANNELL  offered  the  following: 
Ordered,  That  his  Honor  the  Mayor  be  requested 
to  instruct  the  Corporation  Counsel  to  immedi- 
ately take  the  necessary  steps  to  collect  the 
$6,500,000  which  is  owed  to  the  City  of  Boston 
by  the  New  York,  New  Haven  &  Hartford  Railroad 

Coun! ,  SCANNELL — Mr.  President,  in  present- 
ing this  order  to  the  Council  today  I  am  going  to 
try  to  stir  up  some  agitation  so  that  a  large  cor- 
poration in  this  city,  the  New  York,  New  Haven  & 
Hartford  Railroad  who  have  no  interest  in  the  city 
or  the  Port  of  Boston,  will  be  forced  to  pay  the  full 
amount  of  money  owed  for  the  past  eight  years  to 
the  City  of  Boston  in  the  amount  of  $6,500,000. 
I  have  been  informed  that  the  receivers  of  the 
New  Haven  Railroad  at  the  present  time  are  try- 
ing to  make  a  settlement  on  their  taxes  with  the 
City  of  Boston.  There  is  no  reason  why  the  Law 
Department  or  anybody  in  authority  should  make 
a  settlement  in  any  amount  on  taxes  owed  for  the 
past  eight  years  to  the  City  of  Boston.  Just 
imagine,  gentlemen,  it  is  $6,500,000.  If  a  poor 
soul  in  South  Boston  or  a  poorer  section  of  the  city 
comes  in  or  as  some  of  the  members  present  have 
come  in  according  to  the  Assessing  Department 
and  asked  to  help  a  poor  widow  with  three  or  four 
children,  it  will  take  them  a  couple  of  months  to 
get  some  help  for  such  a  person.  The  inability  to 
pay  clause  takes  a  lot  of  explaining.  If  they  do 
not  pay  in  the  course  of  two  years,  the  sheriff  will 
come  in  and  try  to  take  their  home.     Here  13  a 
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situation  where  the  New  Haven  Railroad  which 
does  not  care  about  the  Port  of  Boston  or  any  of 
LCilitics  and  does  not  can-  about  the  City  of 
Boston,  has  a  Mr.  Henry  B.  Sawyer,  one  of  the 
three  receivers  of  the  New  York,  New  Haven  & 
llarti..r.l  Railroad  who  told  a  man  that  the  New 
Haven  Railroad  does  not  need  the  City  of  Boston; 
the  New  Haven  Railroad  does  not  need  the  South 
Station.  He  said  they  could  stop  at  Providence. 
In  other  words,  cut  out  the  Port  of  Boston.  Here 
are  these  men,  and  the  New  Haven  Railroad  owing 
this  tremendous  amount  of  money  and  coming  in 
and  making  statements  such  as  that.  It  is  about 
time  the  men  in  public  life  in  this  city  got  on  to 
themselves  and  shook  up  some  of  these  corpora- 
tions or  utilities  to  get  them  interested  in  the  Port 
of  Boston  and  this  great  city.  I  am  going  to  ask 
for  suspension  of  the  rule,  and  passage  of  the  order. 
In  doing  so,  I  hope  we  get  enough  agitation  so  at 
least  we  can  make  the  receivers  pay  the  City  of 
Boston  what  money  they  owe. 

The  order  was  passed  under  suspension  of  the 
rule. 

Coun.  MORIARTY  in  the  chair. 


REPORT  OF  COMMITTEE  ON  CONSTABLES 

AND   CONFIRMATIONS. 

Coun.  BRYAN,  for  the  Committee  on  Constables 
and  Confirmations,  offered  the  following: 

Report  on  appointment  of  Francis  J.  Dewey 
(referred  May  13)  to  be  Measurer  of  Grain  for 
term  ending  April  30,  1947 — that  said  appointment 
be  confirmed. 

Report  on  appointment  of  Miss  Helen  C.  Riley 
(referred  May  13)  and  Louis  Noviek  (referred 
May  13)  to  be  Weighers  of  Coal  for  term  ending 
April  30,  1947 — that  said  appointments  be  con- 
firmed. 

Report  on  appointment  of  Mary  F.  Willis  and 
Ethel  T.  Concree  (referred  May  13)  to  be  Weighers 
of  Coal  and  Weighers  of  Goods  for  term  ending 
April  30,  1947  —  that  said  appointments  be 
confirmed. 

Report  on  appointment  of  Anthony  S.  J. 
Tomasello  (referred  May  13)  as  Weigher  of  Goods 
for  term  ending  April  30,  1947  —  that  said  ap- 
pointment be  confirmed. 

Report  on  appointment  of  Hector  Palladino 
and  William  James  Bacon  as  constables  au- 
thorized to  serve  civil  process  upon  filing  of  bond 
(referred  May  13)  —  that  said  appointments  be 
confirmed. 

Report  on  appointment  of  James  Amato  and 
Walter  A.  Murphy  (referred  May  13)  and  Ray- 
mond M.  Lindsay  and  James  W.  Daly  (referred 
May  20)  as  constables  to  serve  without  bond  and 
without  authority  to  serve  civil  process  for  term 
ending  April  30,  1947 — ,that  said  appointments 
be  confirmed. 

Chairman  MORIARTY — The  question  comes 
on  the  acceptance  of  the  report  of  the  committee. 

Coun.  BRYAN— I  would  like  the  name  of 
James  W.  Daly  of  Dorchester  withheld  another 
week. 

Coun.  RUSSO— Mr.  President,  I  would  like  to 
make  a  motion  that  we  hold  up  the  appointment  of 
James  Amato  for  constable. 

Chairman  MORIARTY — The  question  comes 
on  the  acceptance  of  the  report  of  the  committee. 

Coun.  MUCHNICK — I  would  like  to  ask  Coun- 
cilor Russo  a  question  through  the  Chair. 

Chairman  MORIARTY— I  wonder,  would  the 
gentleman  refrain  until  we  have  the  committee's 
report  accepted?  The  question  comes  on  the 
acceptance  of  the  report  of  the  committee. 

Coun.  KINSELLA — Mr.  Chairman,  a  point  of 
information.  If  we  accept  the  committee's  report 
do  we  accept  all  the  names  submitted? 

Chairman  MORIARTY— No,  sir,  we  do  not. 
The  question  comes  on  the  acceptance  of  the  report 
of  the  committee.  It  is  a  vote  and  the  report  is 
accepted.  The  question  comes  on  confirmation, 
Councilor  Bryan  and  Councilor  Russo  requesting 
thai  the  names  of  James  W.  Daly  and  James 
Amato  be  withheld. 

Coun.  MUCHNICK— I  wonder  if  either  of  the 
councilors  would  care  to'  tell  us  why  they  want 
these  names  withheld  at  this  time  after  the  com- 
mittee has  passed  on  them? 

Chairman  MORIARTY— Will  Councilor  Russo 
furnish  the  councilor  from  Ward  14  (Coun.  Much- 
nick)  his  reasons  for  wanting  to  withhold  the  name 
of  -lames  Amato? 


Coun.  RUSSO— I  will  be  glad  to,  Mr.  President, 
if  you  desire  to  hear  the  reasons.  First  of  all,  I  do 
not  know  who  this  individual  is.  I  would  like  to 
find  out  just  who  he  is.  Secondly,  I  would  like  to 
find  out  from  his  Honor  the  Mayor  if  this  is  a  re- 
placement of  a  constable  whom  he  has  fired  with- 
out any  probable  cause,  a  man  who  has  three 
children,  receiving  only  $33  or  $34  a  week.  Is  this 
the  individual  who  will  have  that  position?  Of 
course,  I  realize,  Mr.  President,  they  are  trying  to 
do  everything  under  the  sun  in  order  to  make  it  so 
hard  for  City  Councilor  Russo  because  he  is  a 
candidate  for  Congress  in  the  Eleventh  Con- 
gressional District. 

Coun.  MUCHNICK— Mr.  President,  my  ques- 
tion has  been  fully  answered  already,  to  my  satis- 
faction. I  do  not  know  if  it  is  to  the  satisfaction  of 
anyone  else. 

Chairman  MORIARTY— The  gentleman  is  still 
in  the  process  of  explanation. 

Coun.  RUSSO— Mr.  President,  I  would  like  to 
find  out  if  those  are  the  tactics  of  his  Honor  the 
Mayor.  For  what  reason  it  is  done,  I  do  not  know. 
Is  it  because  Councilor  Russo  has  the  courage  to  be 
with  his  Honor  the  Mayor  when  he  believes  he  is 
right  and  to  be  against  him  when  he  believes  he  is 
wrong?  Councilor  Russo  has  not  stood  for  any 
whip  in  the  eight  years  that  he  has  been  a  City 
Councilor.  He  will  not  start  now.  I  say  it  is  a 
shame  that  his  Honor  the  Mayor  must  pick  out 
•  an  individual  who  has  three  children  and  who  has 
done  his  work,  merely  to  get  back  at  Councilor 
Russo  by  dismissing  that  individual  without  any 
probable  cause.  I  am  informed  today  that  he  will 
receive  his  position  back  not  through  Councilor 
Russo  but  only  if  he  does  the  bidding  of  some  one 
else.  I  am  glad  that  the  individual  had  enough 
confidence  in  me  and  enough  courage  as  an  indi- 
vidual and  as  a  man  to  say  that,  although  the  job 
means  bread  and  butter  to  him  and  his  children, 
he  still  can  get  along  because  he  will  not  do  any- 
thing that  the  dictates  of  his  conscience  tell  him 
not  to  do.  Are  these  the  tactics  that  are  to  be  used, 
Mr.  President?  I  say  to  you  gentlemen  it  may  be 
you  tomorrow.  If  we  as  councilors  must  have  a 
whip  over  our  head,  then  it  is  high  time  we  stand 
on  our  own  record.  I  have  nothing  to  fear  in  so  far 
as  my  public  office  has  been  concerned.  My 
people  have  had  enough  confidence  in  me  to  elect 
me  four  consecutive  times  to  the  Boston  City 
Council.  My  opponents  tried  everything  under 
the  sun.  They  are  running  an  individual  by  the 
same  name  as  mine.  I  know  that  the  American 
people  will  not  stand  those  tactics,  regardless  of 
who  the  individuals  maybe.  It  is  high  time  that 
the  Boston  City  Council  gets  on  its  feet  and  de- 
mands what  is  right  and  challenges  what  is  wrong. 
That  is  all  I  am  asking.  I  am  asking  only  for  a  fair 
and  square  deal.  I  will  never  ask  for  anything 
which  is  indecent.  I  will  never  ask  any  individual 
to  do  something  which  is  not  within  reason.  I  told 
his  Honor  the  Mayor  from  the  beginning  that  I 
will  be  with  him  any  time  he  has  anything  that  is 
within  reason  and  when  I  was  satisfied  that  it  was 
within  reason.  I  told  his  Honor  the  Mayor  I  will  not 
ask  him  for  anything  which  is  not  within  reason. 
After  all,  we  are  here  to  do  a  job.  I  have  tried  to 
do  the  job  to  the  best  of  my  ability.  Thank  God 
I  have  courage  and  a  sense  of  reason  that  I  can 
exercise.  As  long  as  my  conscience  is  clear,  I  have 
nothing  to  fear. 

Chairman  MORIARTY — Does  the  councilor 
from  Ward  3  (Coun.  Russo)  make  a  motion  to  lay 
the  name  on  the  table? 

Coun.  RUSSO— I  do. 

The  question  came  on  laying  the  name  of  James 
Amato  on  the  table,  and  it  was  so  voted. 

Coun.  BRYAN — Mr.  President,  as  chairman  of 
the  Committee  on  Constables  and  Confirmations, 
the  reason  that  the  name  of  James  W.  Daly  was 
held  up  is  that  he  is  sick  or  out  of  town  at  the 
present  time.  He  failed  to  appear  at  the  com- 
mittee meeting  last  Thursday.  That  is  the  reason 
his  name  is  being  withheld  for  one  week. 

The  question  came  on  laying  the  name  of  James 
W.  Daly  on  the  table  for  one  week,  and  it  was  so 
voted. 

The  question  came  on  the  confirmation  of  the 
appointments,  with  the  exception  of  James  Amato 
and  James  W.  Daly. 

Committee,  Coun.  Bryan  and  Russo.  Whole 
number  of  ballots  13,  yeas  13,  nays  0,  and  the 
appointments  were  confirmed. 


MAY    27,     1946. 
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SUPPLEMENTARY   TELEPHONE 
DIRECTORY. 

Coun.  MUCHNICK  offered  the  following: 

Ordered,  That  the  New  England  Telephone  & 
Telegraph  Company  be  requested  by  his  Honor 
the  Mayor  to  publish  forthwith  a  supplementary 
telephone  directory,  so  that  the  telephone  numbers 
of  veterans  entering  business  and  the  professions 
might  be  listed  immediately. 

Coun.  MUCHNICK — Mr.  Chairman,  as  prob- 
ably all  of  you  know,  there  are  now  thousands  of 
veterans  in  greater  Boston  who  have  come  back  to 
work  and  are  in  business  or  in  the  professions. 
They  have  obtained  telephones  for  their  place  of 
business  or  their  office.  They  do  not  have  any 
means  of  letting  the  public  know  they  are  back 
and  can  take  advantage  of  the  telephone.  I 
understand  that  the  new  directory  will  not  be  out 
until  December  of  this  year  or  January  of  next 
year.  It  seems  to  me  only  fair  and  proper  that  the 
telephone  company  should  undertake  the  expense 
and  trouble  of  printing  a  supplementary  volume  of 
numbers  now  so  that  these  thousands  of  men  can 
have  whatever  facilities  are  available  at  their 
command.  I  happen  to  know  several  hundred 
doctors  and  lawyers  who  are  very  much  up  against 
it  because  people  do  not  know  how  to  get  in  touch 
with  them.  If  these  telephone  books  were  pub- 
lished, it  seems  to  me  those  men  might  start  in 
again  at  their  careers  and  get  off  to  as  much  of  a 
head  start  as  they  can  after  coming  back  into 
civilian  life. 

The  order  was  passed  under  suspension  of  the 
rule. 


BUS    SERVICE    TO    CEMETERIES    ON 
MEMORIAL   DAY. 

Coun.  MUCHNICK  and  CANTWELL  offered 
the  following: 

Ordered,  That  the  Boston  Elevated  Railway 
Company  be  requested  by  his  Honor  the  Mayor 
to  operate  buses  from  Mattapan  square  to  Forest 
Hills  along  Walk  Hill  street  and  Blue  Hill  avenue, 
for  the  convenience  of  persons  visiting  the  cem- 
eteries up  to  and  including  Memorial  Day. 

Coun.  CANTWELL — 1  want  to  congratulate 
Councilor  Muchnick  on  that  order.  There  have 
been  thousands  of  people  who  go  up  to  Walk  Hill 
street  to  the  cemeteries  such  as  Calvary,  Mount 
Hope  and  St.  Michael's,  and  despite  the  mile  and 
a  half  to  the  cemeteries  have  been  going  to  the 
cemeteries  for  years.  We  have  been  trying  to  get 
the  Boston  Elevated  Railway  Company  to  make 
it  convenient  for  the  people  visiting  their  dead  on 
that  particular  day.  I  hope  this  is  passed,  under 
suspension  of  the  rule. 

The  order  was  passed  under  suspension  of  the 
rule. 


CLEANING    OF   WARD    3     CATCH-BASINS 
AND   STREETS. 

Coun.  RUSSO  offered  the  following: 
Ordered,    That    the    Commissioner    of    Public 
Works  be  requested,  through  his  Honor  the  Mayor, 
to  clean  all  catch-basins  in  the  Ward  3  section  of 
Boston. 

Ordered,  That  the  Public  Works  Commissioner 
be  requested,  through  his  Honor  the  Mayor,  to 
instruct  the  Sanitary  Division  to  clean  all  streets 
in  Ward  3,  especially  on  Saturday  nights. 

Coun.  RUSSO — Mr.  President,  very  briefly 
the  first  order  is  a  repetition  of  many  orders  I 
have  put  in  this  Body  here  from  time  to  time. 
Of  course,  we  must  realize  that  summer  weather 
is  very  close  at  hand.  It  is  surprising  that  these 
catch-basins  have  not  been  taken  care  of.  By 
cleaning  the  sewers  we  may  eliminate  the  breeding 
of  various  germs  which  can  be  caught  by  children 
and  adults.  Especially  with  this  rainy  weather 
the  streets  are  flooded.  I  do  hope  his  Honor  the 
Mayor  will  instruct  the  Public  Works  Commis- 
sioner to  do  something  in  order  to  eliminate  these 
conditions  and  do  it  as  soon  as  possible.  In  so 
far  as  the  other  order  is  concerned,  Mr.  President, 
it  is  a  disgrace  to  the  people  of  the  City  of  Boston. 
It  is  a  reflection  upon  them  when  the  persons  who 
are  entrusted  with  the  affairs  of  the  City  of  Boston 
do  not  do  the  things  they  are  supposed  to  do. 
It  is  a  shame  to  find  yourself  on  Sunday  morning 
going  to  church  and  seeing  the  streets  with  all 
kinds    of    rubbish,    everything    you    can    imagine. 


I  say  if  there  is  one  day  out  of  the  week  when  we 
ought  to  have  our  streets  clean,  it  is  on  Sunday, 
which  is  the  Sabbath  Day,  the  day  of  worship. 
I  feel,  Mr.  President,  that  we  have  no  respect  for 
that  day  if  the  City  of  Boston  cannot  keep  the 
streets  clean  at  least  on  Sundays.  I  hope  his 
Honor  the  Mayor  will  see  fit  to  immediately  take 
steps  to  eliminate  these  conditions. 

The  orders  were  severally  passed  under  suspen- 
sion of  the  rule. 


STATEMENT   ON   RECESS. 

Chairman  MORIARTY — The  Chair  at  this 
time  has  been  informed  that  there  is  a  group  of 
gentlemen  in  the  executive  chamber  who  have 
been  invited  to  discuss  the  $500,000  loan  for 
temporary  housing.  If  we  can  bide  our  time  and 
there  is  no  objection,  I  suggest  we  recess. 

Coun.  CHASE — Mr.  President,  I  offer  an  order. 

Coun.  COOK — I  rise  to  a  point  of  order,  Mr. 
President.  In  order  to  carry  out  a  motion  passed 
two  weeks  ago  by  the  City  Council  and  approved 
last  week,  that  the  meeting  of  the  City  Council 
would  immediately  go  into  executive  session  in 
order  to  take  up  the  housing  loan  of  $500,000, 
I  move  that  the  Council  now  go  into  executive 
session. 

Coun.  CANTWELL— The  order  called  for  last 
Monday.     I  do  not  know  who  made  the  mistake. 

Chairman  MORIARTY — The  councilor  from 
Ward  18  (Coun.  Cantwell)  is  correct.  It  was 
impossible  to  hold  the  meeting  last  Monday. 

Coun.  COOK — I  think  my  motion  is  in  order, 
and  I  call  for  a  vote. 

Coun.  CHASE— Mr.  President. 

Chairman  MORIARTY— The  Chair  will  rule 
that  the  point  is  not  well  taken. 

Coun.  COOK — Mr.  Chairman. 

Chairman  MORIARTY — The  meeting  was 
supposed  to  be  held  last  Monday.  It  was  impos- 
sible to  do  so. 

Coun.  COOK— Mr.  Chairman. 

Chairman  MORIARTY— As  of  today  the 
present  City  Council  can  do  anything  that  they 
so  desire  by  a  majority  vote. 

Coun.  CHASE— Mr.  Chairman. 

Coun.  COOK — I  just  made  a  motion.  It  was  in 
order. 

Chairman  MORIARTY— The  Chair  declares 
the  motion  is  out  of  order. 


DISPOSAL   OF   REFUSE. 

Coun.  CHASE — Mr.  Chairman,  will  the  clerk 
read  the  orders? 

The  clerk  read  the  following  order: 

Ordered,  That  the  Public  Works  Commissioner 
be  requested,  through  his  Honor  the  Mayor,  to 
immediately  make  arrangements  for  the  city  to 
take  over  the  work  of  disposal  at  Spectacle  Island. 

Coun.  CHASE — I  notice  in  the  Boston  Finance 
Commission's  report  which  is  submitted  to  the 
Council,  on  page  12,  the  Commission  reports  that, 
if  the  City  of  Boston  were  to  take  over  the  disposal 
at  Spectacle  Island,  the  city  could  make  a  $200,000 
annual  saving.  I  submit  to  you,  sir,  that  this  is 
sufficiently  worth  while  in  view  of  the  fact  that  the 
city  is  in  financial  difficulty  and  his  Honor  the 
Mayor  has  promised  the  citizens  he  would  use 
every  possible  economy.  He  should  adopt  this 
proposed  economy.  I  personally  cannot  see  the 
City  of  Boston  paying  $200,000  to  any  middleman 
in  clear  profit  when  the  city  with  city  help  can  save 
the  $200,000  expenditure.  I  trust  that  his  Honor 
the  Mayor  will  follow  this  suggestion  and  save 
the  city  $200,000  a  year  by  taking  over  the  dump- 
ing and  the  disposal  proposition  at  Spectacle 
Island. 

The  clerk  also  read  the  following  order  offered 
by  Coun.  Chase: 

Ordered,  That  the  Public  Works  Commissioner 
be  requested,  through  his  Honor  the  Mayor,  to 
immediately  arrange  for  the  erection  of  an  incin- 
erator on  Albany  street  in  accordance  with  plans 
for  which  the  city  has  already  spent  $24,000. 

Coun.  CHASE — Mr.  President,  the  Boston 
Finance  Commission  is  also  indicating  in  its  report 
to  us  that  the  city  could  save  $1,000,000  annually 
if  we  were  to  adopt  the  incineration  method  of 
disposal  of  garbage  and  so  forth.  Well,  sir,  I  am 
very  much  in  favor  of  that  suggestion.  I  presume 
that  the  city  is  adopting  every  efficient  method 
possible  in  the  conducting  of  its  business,  especially, 
Mr.  President,  if  it  would  save  the  citizens  of 
Boston  and   the  taxpayers  $1,000,000  a  year.     I 
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have  ui  mind  thai  lasi  year  the  city  spent  some 
124,000  for  the  preparation  of  plans  which  culled 
for  tin'  erection  of  an  inoinerator  on  Albany 
street.  Now,  sir,  the  Public  Works  Commissioner 
apparently  is  finding  fault  with  the  plans.  I  think 
that,  instead  of  finding  fault  with  the  plans,  they 
should  iron  out  whatever  difficulties  do  exist  and 
go  ahead  with  the  idea  and  install  that  incinerator. 
Administration  after  administration  has  delayed 
this  point  of  disposal  by  incineration  methods. 
The  time  has  come  when  the  city  must  adopt  every 
efficient  method  in  the  conduct  of  its  municipal 
government.  The  Boston  Finance  Commission 
at  a  cost  of  §50,000  a  year  with  its  engineers  and 
experts  has  studied  this  proposition  very  thor- 
oughly. They  are  convinced  that  the  city  is  losing 
$1,000,000  a  year.  This  is  not  my  allegation. 
This  is  the  allegation  of  a  commission  which  was 
created  by  an  act  of  the  Legislature  and  which  is 
composed  of  men  appointed  by  different  governors. 
They  are  unbiased.  They,  have  the  necessary 
statistics  to  back  up  their  opinions.  Their 
allegation  is  that  it  is  costing  the  City  of  Boston 
SI. 000, 000  a  year  in  its  present  method  of  disposing 
of  garbage  more  than  it  would  if  they  were  to 
dispose  of  it  by  the  incineration  method.  I  am 
of  the  opinion  that  his  Honor  the  Mayor  may  fail 
to  carry  on  his  business  of  conducting  the  affairs 
of  this  city  in  an  efficient  manner  and  that  the 
Legislature  may  step  in  and  take  control.  1  say 
to  you,  sir,  that  will  be  a  sad  story  for  many  people 
in  Boston  if  the  state  government  has  to  take 
control  of  the  business  of  the  City  of  Boston. 
You  cannot  have  experts  like  the  Finance  Com- 
mission say  that  by  an  antiquated  method  of 
disposal  of  garbage  and  other  things  it  is  costing 
the  city  SI, 000, 000  more  than  it  would  if  they 
were  to  adopt  modern  methods.  You  cannot  have 
a  commission  like  the  Finance  Commission  by  a 
report  clearly  indicating  there  is  collusion  between 
the  administration  and  contractors  looting  the 
city  treasury  of  $1,000,000  a  year.  The  Finance 
Commission  clearly  reports  that  certain  contractors 
in  the  disposal  business  have  control  over  certain 
dumps  in  this  city  and  that  by  this  control  they 
jack  up  the  prices,  and  the  city  has  no  way  of 
combatting  it.  The  only  way  they  can  combat 
it,  according  to  the  Finance  Commission's  report, 
is  through  the  incineration  method.  Through 
that  method  they  can  cut  the  cost  of  the  removal 
of  garbage  and  ashes  and  other  things  by  $1,000,000 
a  year.  It  is  a  worth-while  saving.  I  believe  his 
Honor  the  Mayor  is  in  duty  bound  to  do  something 
to  relieve  the  taxpayers  of  this  excessive  burden 
which  they  are  forced  to  bear  of  $1,000,000  un- 
necessarily spent  when  the  incineration  method 
would  relieve  the  taxpayers  of  that  burden.  I 
trust  that  the  Council  will  pass  both  orders. 

Coun.  HURLEY — Mr.  Chairman,  lately  it  has 
been  getting  to  be  a  common  thing  to  take  a  shot  at 
the  Mayor  of  Boston.  This  is  the  first  time  I  have 
been  on  my  feet  defending  him.  It  was  a  different 
story  last  year.  We  had  another  Mayor,  a  fellow 
by  the  name  of  Kerrigan.  All  of  this  routine 
business  of  appropriating  money  for  loan  orders 
and  everything  else  was  done.  We  had  plans 
and  surveys,  but  not  a  thing  was  done  in  twelve 
months  last  year.  The  same  people  attacking 
the  Mayor  today  were  pretty  close  to  him.  This 
thing  should  have  been  followed  up  last  year. 
I  am  rather  reluctant  about  getting  up  here  and 
differing  with  this  fellow  whom  I  think  is  a  pretty 
nice  man.  It  burns  me  up.  It  gets  me  all  upset 
to  have  people  just  going  after  Mayor  Curley. 
I  do  not  know  whether  it  is  a  personal  matter 
or  not.  It  is  just  a  matter  of  pot  shooting  every 
Monday  for  five  or  six  hours  a  day,  rapping 
Curley.  Mayor  Curley  has  not  had  a  chance 
yet  to  straighten  out  matters  and  wrongs  that 
were  performed  by  the  administration  in  power  for 
one  year.  It  is  a  pretty  good  Mayor  who  can 
in  the  course  of  seven  or  eight  months  unravel 
and  rectify  the  damage  that  was  done  by  that 
man  in  charge  of  the  City  of  Boston  for  the  year 
11)45.  It  was  through  his  instigation,  Mr.  Presi- 
dent, that  this  money  was  appropriated  for 
plans.  I  think  there  was  $30,000  voted  for 
it.  They  were  going  to  draw  the  plans  and 
build  an  incinerator.  Incidentally  in  his  political 
advertising,  when  he  was  a  candidate  for  Mayor 
of  Boston,  he  stressed  the  fact  strongly  that  he 
was  the  man  who  sponsored  an  incinerator  for 
the  City  of  Boston.  That  was  fine.  The  money 
was  turned  over  to  certain  gentlemen  who  went 
on  an  expedition  down  around  Atlanta,  Georgia, 
and  other  places.  Not  one  report  was  ever 
given    back    to    this    Council   here    which    appro- 


priated the  money  for  that  purpose.  Twelve 
months  went  by,  Mr.  President,  there  was  no 
answer  from  the  Mayor;  and  there  was  no  answer 
from  the  committee.  But,  lo  and  behold,  at 
the  tag  end  of  the  year,  they  come  in  and  decide 
they  want  $2,500  more  for  borings.  They 
decided  on  a  place  up  there  on  Southampton 
street  next  to  the  pest  house.  They  are  going 
to  build  a  great  incinerator  there.  They  wanted 
to  test  the  land  to  see  if  it  would  hold  the  founda- 
tion for  this  big  incinerator.  So  they  were  given 
$2,500  more  for  borings.  I  have  not  heard, 
and  you  have  not  heard,  nor  has  any  member 
of  the  Council  heard  what  was  the  test  of  the 
borings.  Let  us  take  our  time  on  this  thing.  Do 
not  rush  it  through.  Do  not  be  high-pressured 
by  the  Finance  Commission  or  any  one  else. 
Gentlemen,  do  not  be  high-pressured  by  any  man 
here  trying  to  knock  this  man  down.  If  there 
was  any  man  who  should  have  been  knocked  down, 
it  was  the  man  who  was  Mayor  of  Boston  last 
year  and  the  people  this  year  who  were  his  friends 
and  advisors  last  year.  Let  us  go  slow  in  this 
thing,  but  not  as  slow  as  he  went  last  year.  I 
would  like  to  find  out  who  made  the  plans  and 
how  the  money  was  spent.  I  would  also  like  to 
find  out  who  got  the  $2,500  last  year,  and  what 
is  the  result  of  the  borings  taken  at  Southampton 
street.  Let  us  give  this  a  day  or  two.  He  had 
twelve  months  last  year.  I  think  the  man  down- 
stairs is  a  pretty  good  fellow.  Give  him  a  little 
time  to  straighten  out  the  wrongs  Kerrigan  did 
to  the  city  last  year. 

Coun.  FISH — I  move  these  orders  be  sent  to 
the  executive  session. 

Chairman  MORIARTY— Councilor  Fish  moves 
that  both  orders  be  sent  to  the  executive  session. 

Coun.  MUCHNICK— Mr.  Chairman. 

Coun.  SCANNELL — Mr.  Chairman,  a  point 
of  order.  We  passed  an  order  here  in  the  past  two 
weeks  that  around  three  o'clock  we  would  go 
into  executive  session.  Although  this  is  very 
vital  to  the  City  of  Boston  and  other  citizens  of 
Boston,  we  have  something  else  that  might  be 
much  more  of  concern  to  us  than  it  seems  to  be. 
We  have  men  from  the  Housing  Authority  out 
there  who  are  going  to  talk  to  the  Executive 
Committee  on  housing  for  veterans.  I  think  at 
this  time  we  should  not  keep  them  waiting  too 
long.  At  this  time  I  am  going  to  ask  that  we  go 
into  executive  session. 

Chairman  MORIARTY — Councilor  Scannell 
moves  that  we  go  into  executive  session. 

Coun.  BAYLEY — You  recognized  the  councilor 
on  a  point  of  order.  He  must  be  given  the  floor 
to  make  a  motion.     That  is  my  point  of  order. 

Chairman  MORIARTY— Your  point  of  order 
is  well  taken. 

Coun.  MUCHNICK — You  had  recognized  me. 
If  Councilor  Scannell  had  not  brought  the  matter 
up  by  a  point  of  order,  I  was  merely  going  to  ob- 
serve, in  addition  to  everything  that  Councilor 
Scannell  said,  we  sent  some  invitations  to  some 
people  to  meet  with  us  at  a  certain  time.  The 
least  we  can  do  is  to  show  them  the  courtesy  and 
decency  of  keeping  our  appointment.  If  I  ani  in 
order,  I  move  we  do  now  go  into  executive  session. 

Chairman  MORIARTY — The  motion  is  now 
in  order.  The  question  comes  on  going  into  execu- 
tive session.     It  is  a  vote  and  so  ordered. 

Coun.  KINSELLA — This  matter  was  not  dis- 
posed of. 


RECESS. 

On  motion  of  Coun.  MUCHNICK  the  Council 
voted  at  3.40  p.  m.,  to  take  a  recess,  subject  to 
the  call  of  the  Chair.  The  members  reassembled 
and  were  called  to  order  by  President  KELLY  at 
5.30  p.  m. 


GARBAGE      DISPOSAL      BY      CITY      AND 
ERECTION   OF   INCINERATOR. 

The  two  orders  offered  by  Coun.  CHASE 
before  the  recess  were  read  by  the  clerk  as  follows: 

Ordered,  That  the  Public  Works  Commissioner 
be  requested,  through  his  Honor  the  Mayor,  to 
immediately  make  arrangements  for  the  city  to 
take  over  the  work  of  disposal  at  Spectacle  Island. 

Ordered,  That  the  Public  Works  Commissioner 
be  requested,  through  his  Honor  the  Mayor,  to 
immediately   arrange  for  the  erection   of  an   in- 
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cinerator  on  Albany  street  in  accordance  with 
plans  for  which  the  city  has  already  spent 
$24,000. 

President  KELLY — A  motion  has  been  made 
to  refer  both  orders  to-the  Executive  Committee. 

Coun.  RUSSO — Mr.  President,  in  order  to 
clear  the  record  of  remarks  made  before  we  went 
into  the  executive  meeting,  I  wish  to  have  it 
understood  that  any  remarks  of  mine  have  never 
had  any  purpose  behind  them  to  attack  his  Honor 
the  Mayor  unjustly.  I  believe  that  I  am  justified 
in  the  remarks  I  made  previously  regarding  this 
order.  But  in  so  far  as  this  order  is  concerned — ■ 
and  again  I  state  that  my  opinion  does  not  reflect 
on  the  individual  downstairs — the  order  is  a  simple 
one,  asking  that  his  Honor  the  Mayor  look  into 
the  matter  that  the  City  Council  passed  some  time 
ago,  when  the  City  Council  members  appropriated, 
I  believe,  $30,000  in  order  to  give  us  a  report,  to 
make  blueprints  and  other  necessary  observations, 
to  find  out  whether  or  not  an  incinerator  would  be 
the  best  thing  in  order  to  dispose  of  our  garbage 
and  refuse.  And  I  don't  see  any  harm  in  any 
remarks  that  have  been  made  in  so  far  as  his  Honor 
is  concerned,  and  I  do  not  believe  it  is  a  direct 
accusation  in  so  far  as  his  Honor  is  concerned. 
Some  of  my  colleagues  who  have  spoken  previously 
have  stated  that  the  individual  who  was  the 
Mayor  last  year  had  it  within  his  power  to  act 
upon  the  matter.  In  so  far  as  that  is  concerned, 
Mr.  President,  I  am  of  the  belief  that  two  wrongs 
do  not  make  one  right.  If  this  project  has  been 
pigeon-holed,  or  purposely  cast  aside,  I  do  not 
see  any  reason  why  we,  the  Boston  City  Council, 
cannot  request  his  Honor  the  Maypr  to  look  into 
this  matter  and  to  give  us  a  report.  After  all, 
we  have  expended  close  to  $30,000  of  the  tax- 
payers' money.  They  are  entitled  to  know  what 
benefit  has  been  derived  from  this  money.  So  it 
is  not  a  reflection  in  so  far  as  his  Honor  the  Mayor 
is  concerned.  It  is  not  because  I  am  in  accord 
with  the  gentleman  from  the  Back  Bay,  Ward  4,. 
that  I  am  in  favor  of  this  order  and  that  I  am 
speaking  against  his  Honor  the  Mayor.  I  hope 
that  we  will  clear  up  our  minds,  in  so  far  as  I  am 
concerned,  and  tell  his  Honor  the  Mayor,  right 
here  in  the  City  Council,  that  when  the  Mayor 
has  given  to  me  the  information  that  I  am  entitled 
to,  because  my  people  have  sent  me  here  to  see  to 
that,  if  I  feel  that  he  is  right  in  his  opinion,  his 
Honor  the  Mayor  can  rest  assured  that  he  will 
find  Councilor  Russo  on  his  side  in  reference  to 
any  order  that  is  for  the  best  interests  of  the 
citizens  of  the  City  of  Boston;  and  when  I  feel 
that  he  is  not  right  he  will  find  me  on  the  opposite 
side.  The  reason  why  I  state  this  is  so  that  we 
may  have  the  record  straight.  So  that,  there- 
fore, I  move,  Mr.  President,  that  the  second  part 
of  the  order  of  Councilor  Chase,  requesting  that 
the  project  of  this  incinerator  be  looked  into,  be 
passed,  and  I  see  no  harm  in  passing  a  simple 
request.  I  hope  that  the  councilors  will  go  along 
with  me. 

President  KELLY — Councilor,  that  motion  is 
out  of  order  because  there  is  a  motion  before  the 
Body  now  that  both  orders  be  referred  to  the 
Executive  Committee.  I  shall  have  to  take  a  vote 
on  that  first. 

Coun.  RUSSO — Mr.  President,  could  we  have 
those  two  orders  acted  upon  separately? 

President  KELLY — Not  now.  There  is  a 
motion  before  the  Body  to  have  both  of  these 
orders  referred  to  the  executive  session.  We  shall 
have  to  take  a  vote  on  that  first,  councilor.  The 
question  is  on  referring  to  the  executive  session 
both  orders. 

Coun.  CAREY — Mr.  President,  may  I  ask  that, 
the  orders  be  read  again? 

The  two  orders  introduced  by  Coun.  Chase  are 
read  by  the  clerk. 

President  KELLY — The  question  is  on  referring 
both  of  these  orders  to  the  executive  session. 

Coun.  CHASE — Mr.  President,  I  rise  at  this 
time  to  defend  myself  against  an  unfair  attack  by 
one  of  my  colleagues. 

President  KELLY — Just  a  minute,  councilor.  I 
want  to  be  fair.  We  are  taking  a  vote  on  this 
matter  now.  The  question  is  on  referring  these 
two  matters  to  the  executive  session.  I  was  fair 
in  allowing  you  to  get  up  while  taking  a  vote.  The 
question  is  on  referring  these  two  matters  to  the 
executive  session. 

Coun.  FISH — Mr.  President,  a  moment  ago  you 
asked  a  vote  on  referring  these  matters  to  the 
Executive  Committee. 

President  KELLY— -That  is  right. 


Coun.  FISH — I  cast  my  vote  by  voice. 

President  KELLY— That  is  right.  I  told  the 
gentleman  that  he  was  out  of  order  until  the  vote 
was  finished. 

The  orders  were  referred  to  the  Executive  Com- 
mittee. 

Coun.  CHASE— Mr.  President 

President  KELLY — For  what  purpose  does  the 
gentleman  rise? 

Coun.  CHASE — In  regard  to  the  motion. 

President  KELLY— What  motion? 

Coun.  CHASE — To  refer  to  the  executive 
session. 

President  KELLY — I  said  that  the  orders  are 
referred  to  the  Executive  Committee. 

Coun.  CHASE.     Mr.  President 

President  KELLY — For  what  purpose  does  the 
gentleman  rise? 

Coun.  CHASE — To  talk  on  the  motion  referring 
to  the  executive  session.  I  might  state  at  this  time 
that  you  had  not  put  the  question  before  I  took 
the  floor. 

President  KELLY — If  you  are  talking  on  that 
motion,  councilor,  you  are  out  of  order.  The 
orders  are  referred  to  the  executive  session. 


EXECUTIVE   COMMITTEE   REPORT. 

Coun.  FISH,  for  the  Executive  Committee,  sub- 
mitted the  following: 

Report  on  message  of  the  Mayor  and  order 
(referred  May  13)  for  loan  of  $500,000  for  housing 
for  veterans — recommending  that  same  ought  to 
pass. 

Coun.  SULLIVAN— Mr.  President,  I  don't  like 
to  move  the  previous  question,  which  I  had  in 
mind.  I  thought  everything  was  taken  care  of  in 
the  Executive  Committee.  We  all  know  that 
there  is  a  question  of  the  legality  of  this  loan  order, 
and  I  am  going  to  move  at  this  time  that  the 
debate  be  limited  to  ten  minutes. 

Coun.  KINSELLA— Mr.  President,  I  would 
like  to  amend  that  motion  to- read  no  more  than 
ten  minutes  for  the  entire  Body,  not  ten  minutes 
per  councilor. 

President  KELLY — Councilor  Sullivan  makes 
a  motion  that  the  debate  be  limited  to  ten  minutes, 
and  Councilor  Kinsella  has  amended  the  motion 
to  ten  minutes  for  the  entire  Body. 

Coun.  COOK — Mr.  President,  a  further  amend- 
ment.    I  move  the  previous  question. 

President  KELLY — Councilor  Cook  moves  the 
previous  question. 

Coun.  RUSSO— Mr.  President 

President  KELLY — I  am  sorry,  but  there  is  no 
debate. 

Coun.  RUSSO— Mr.  President 

President  KELLY — There  is  no  debate,  coun- 
cilor, in  moving  the  previous  question.  The  clerk 
will  call  the  roll. 

Coun.  RUSSO — Mr.  President,  a  point  of  order. 

President  KELLY — There  is  no  debate  on  this. 

Coun.  RUSSO — A  point  of  personal  privilege, 
Mr.   President. 

President  KELLY — The  question  is  on  the  pre- 
vious question. 

Coun.  RUSSO— Mr.  President 

President  KELLY — There  is  no  debate  on  the 
previous   question,    councilor. 

Coun.  RUSSO — A  point  of  parliamentary 
inquiry. 

President  KELLY — State  your  point  of  parlia- 
mentary inquiry. 

Coun.  RUSSO — Mr.  President,  do  I  understand 
that  this  is  to  do  away  with  the  freedom  of  speech 
and  freedom  of  expression  of  opinion? 

President  KELLY — Councilor,  you  understand 
that  motion  as  well  as  I  do.  There  is  no  debate 
in  moving  the  previous  question.  I  am  only 
here   to   uphold  the  'rules   of   the  Council. 

The  motion  was  carried. 

Coun.  RUSSO— Mr.  President,  I  doubt  the  vote 
and  ask  for  a  roll  call. 

President  KELLY — Councilor  Russo  doubts 
the  vote  and  asks  for  a  roll  call.  Three  having 
joined  him,  the  clerk  will  call  the  roll. 

The  roll  was  called  and  the  motion  was  carried, 
yeas  11,  nays  3: 

Yeas — Coun.  Bryan,  Cantwell,  Cook,  Fish, 
Kelly,  Kinsella,  Lane,  McCormack,  Moriarty, 
Muchnick,  Sullivan — 11. 

Nayt, — Couri.  Carey,  Chase,   Russo — 3. 

The  question  then  came  on  the  passage  of  the 
order. 
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('mm.  MUCHNICK— Mr.  President,  a  point 
ol  infoi  mation. 

President  KELLY — There  is  no  debate. 

Conn.  MUCHNICK— A  point  of  information. 

President  KELLY — No  point  of  information 
can   be   accepted.     The   clerk    will   call    the   roll. 

The  roll  was  called  and  the  order  was  rejected, 
\  eas  !m  nays  none. 

Yeas — Conn.  Bryan,  Cantwell,  Carey,  Cook, 
Fish.  Harmon.  Kelly,  Kinsella,  Lane,  McCormack, 
Moriarty,  Muchnick,  Sullivan — 13. 

Nays — None. 

Coun.  MUCHNICK— Mr.  President,  is  it  in 
order  now  to  move  that  each  prospective  speaker 
be  limited  to  two  minutes  out  of  this  total  of  ten, 
SO  that  one  won't  take  up  the  entire  time? 

President  KELLY — There  is  nothing  before 
the  Body  at  all  now.  councilor. 

Coun.  HANNON — Mr.  President,  I  move 
reconsideration. 

President  KELLY — Coun.  Hannon  moves 
reconsideration. 

The  motion  was  carried. 

Coun.  HANNON— Mr.  President,  I  move  that 
the  matter  be  laid  over  for  one  week. 

President  KELLY — Coun.  Hannon  moves 
assignment,  of  the  order  for  next  week. 

Coun.  SULLIVAN— Mr.  President,  I  move 
to  amend  the  councilor's  order  by  striking  out 
the  words"  for  one  week,"  and  move  that  the 
matter  be  laid  on  the  table. 

President  KELLY — Councilor  Sullivan  moves 
that  the  matter  be  laid  on  the  table.  There  is  no 
debate  on  the  motion. 

Coun.  RUSSO — Could  I  make  an  amendment 
to  that? 

President  KELLY' — You  cannot  make  an 
amendment  to  that,  councilor.  The  question  is 
on  laving  on  the  table. 

The  matter  was  laid  on  the  table. 


REQUESTED   APPROPRIATION   FOR 
EMERGENCY   VETERANS'   HOUSING. 

Coun.  RUSSO  offered  the  following: 
Ordered,  That  his  Honor  the  Mayor  be  requested 
to  immediately  present  to  the  City  Council  a  re- 
quest for  an  appropriation  in  the  amount  of 
$500,000,  said  sum  to  be  expended  for  emergency 
veterans'  housing  under  the  rules  and  regulations  as 
set  forth  bv  the  Federal  Government. 

Coun.  RUSSO — Mr.  President,  we  have  just  got 
out  of  the  Executive  Committee  meeting  where  we 
have  had  some  information  from  the  Federal  Hous- 
ing Authority  and  from  the  Boston  Housing,  and 
the  question  that  I  put  to  them  was  whether  or 
not  this  loan  that  we  have  just  now  recently  laid 
on  the  table  was  constitutional.  I  asked  them  a 
question,  if  it  was  true  that  the  banks  have  ruled 
that  this  is  unconstitutional  and  that  the  banks 
will  refuse  to  float  the  loan  that  the  City  of  Boston 
is  trying  to  get  in  order  -to  get  along  with  the 
emergency  housing  for  veterans.  Having  that  in 
mind,  Mr.  President,  I  refrained  from  voting  on 
that  loan  for  the  simple  reason,  not  that  I  am 
against  giving  the  veterans  housing  accommoda- 
tions in  this  emergency,  but  because,  Mr.  Presi- 
dent, it  is  really  a  waste  of  time  to  have  an  order 
for  a  loan  sent  to  us  when  it  is  shown  that  at  least 
it  is  the  opinion  of  the  banks  that  they  will  not 
accept  this  loan,  which  would  mean  time  wasted  in 
order  to  provide  for  the  necessities  of  housing  for 
veterans.  If  I  could  have  been  assured,  Mr.  Presi- 
dent, that  this  loan  is  constitutional  and  that  it 
will  be  accepted  by  the  banks,  in  order  to  expedite 
the  housing  shortage  and  to  accommodate  the 
veterans  I  would  have  been  the  first,  one  to  vote 
for  this  loan.  Therefore,  I  feel  that  it  was  not 
fair  to  the  City  Councilors  to  be  placed  in  the  posi- 
tion of  not  knowing  if  this  loan  was  constitutional 
or  not,  and  if  we  had  passed  it  and  then  the  loan 
had  been  declared  unconstitutional,  I  believe,  Mr. 
President,  that  the  City  Council  would  have  made 
an  error  in  passing  something  which  they  did  not 
have  sufficient  information  regarding,  as  to 
whether  or  not  that  would  be  expediting  the  hous- 
ing for  veterans.  I  present  this  order  in  order 
that  if  this  loan  which  is  now  laid  on  the  table  is 
not  accepted  by  the  banks  because  they  believe  it 
to  I"-  unconstitutional,  that  his  Honor  the  Mayor 
will  send  to  this  Body  an  appropriation  for  $500,000 
in  order  that  we  may  be  able  to  help  the  veterans 
and  not  kid  the  veterans  along.  Therefore  I  hope, 
Mr.  President,  that  this  ordei  will  pass,  and  I  hope 


that  his  Honor  the  Mayor  will  make  sure  that 
$500,000  is  given  for  the  project,  in  order  to  take 
care  of  the  veterans  whether  by  loan  or  by  an 
appropriation. 

Coun.  KINSELLA— Mi-.  President,  will  the 
Chair  ask  the  clerk  to  read  Councilor  Russo's 
order? 

The  order  of  Coun.  Russo  is  again  read  by  the 
clerk. 

Coun.  KINSELLA— Will  the  Chair  ask  the 
clerk  if  there  is  any  substantial  difference  as  far 
as  the  law  is  concerned  between  a  loan  order  and 
an  appropriation? 

President  KELLY — I  am  informed  that  the 
law  would  apply  to  either  an  appropriation  or  a 
loan  order,  councilor. 

Coun.  KINSELLA— Mr.  President,  I  rather 
thought  that  that  would  be  the  answer,  and  I 
would  like  to  urge  Councilor  Russo  to  vote  for  the 
loan  order  in  view  of  the  fact  that  by  his  own 
action  here,  by  filing  the  appropriation  order,  or 
requesting  the  same,  he  said  that  he  will  vote  for 
an  appropriation  of  $500,000.  Now,  there  is 
not  any  doubt  but  what  Councilor  Russo  is  as 
much  interested  in  the  veterans  as  anyone  else 
here,  but  what  line  his  interest  takes  has  been 
very  sharply  defined  here  today,  and  we  have 
reached  the  climax  now  in  the  opinion  of  the 
Chair  that  an  appropriation  order  would  neces- 
sarily receive  the  same  treatment  as  a  loan  order 
if  the  law  is  upheld,  and  since  Councilor  Russo 
has  been  informed  that  the  action  would  be  the 
same  in  either  case,  then  it  would  justify  his 
vote  on  this  loan  order.  I  have  no  quarrel  with 
Councilor  Russo  because  I  know  him  too  well, 
but  aside  from  Councilor  Russo  there  is  altogether 
too  much  criticism  of  the  corner  office,  and  I 
am  not  beholden  to  them.  I  am  as  free  and 
independent  of  the  corner  office  as  any  man  in 
this  Body.  Here  the  interest  of  the  eity  is  at 
stake,  and  yet  we  find  men  who  are  honestly 
interested  in  the  city  voting  against  something 
that  they  want  in  another  form.  That  is  a 
little  too  much  to  understand.  I  have  been  in 
this  Body  for  over  four  years  with  Councilor 
Russo,  and  I  can't  think  of  one  time  when  he 
ever  got  personal  in  his  remarks.  I  would  ask 
Councilor  Russo,  in  the  interest  of  his  ward  as 
well  as  the  other  wards  of  the  city,  to  accept  the 
present  uncertain  condition  legally  of  the  loan 
order.  If  we  authorize  it  here  and  the  law  is 
upheld  elsewhere,  making  our  action  inoperative, 
then  it  would  also  be  inoperative  if  it  were  an 
appropriation.  So  that  I  ask  the  councilor  to 
join  forces  with  us  and  put  it  over,  if  possible, 
since  his  own  order  will  receive  the  same  treatment 
ultimately  as  a  loan  order  would. 

Coun.  RUSSO — Mr.  President,  in  answer  to 
my  good  friend  and  colleague  from  Ward  2,  I 
would  like  to  state  that  if  I  am  correctly  informed 
—  and  I  am  not  going  to  differ  in  so  far  as  the 
opinion  given  by  the  City  Clerk  is  concerned  — 
but  if  I  am  correct,  Mr.  Robinson  stated  that,  in 
accord  with  the  Federal  law,  the  cities  and  towns 
have  the  right  to  appropriate  money.  I  do  not 
believe  that  he  said  anything  in  so  far  as  a  loan  is 
concerned.  I  am  also  of  the  opinion  —  and  I 
can  perhaps  sympathize  with  the  bankers,  which 
I  do  not  ordinarily  do  —  that  naturally,  to  float 
a  loan  on  something  which  is  only  of  a  temporary 
nature,  is  not  good  investment.  The  reason 
why  I  am  asking  that  we  appropriate  money  is 
that  in  case  the  opinion  is  that  a  loan  cannot  be 
floated,  then  at  least  we  have  two  shots  and  we 
need  not  wait  any  longer  in  sending  through  an 
appropriation.  This  is  merely  a  request  that 
if  the  answer  that  the  Mayor  is  waiting  for  is  not 
satisfactory  —  and  I  believe  that  we  ought  to 
wait  until  the  answer  comes  in  order  to  pass  a 
loan  —  I  don't  believe  that  we  as  councilors 
should  pass  anything  until  such  time  as  we  have 
been  given  assurance  that  the  banks  will  take 
this  loan.  There  is  a  question  in  my  mind  as  to 
whether  or  not  his  Honor  the  Mayor  can  send  to 
us  an  appropriation,  and  that  is  why  I  am  asking 
that  the  appropriation  be  sent,  in  case  the  loan 
cannot  be  floated,  as  perhaps  we  may  be  able  to 
get  around  the  law  by  having  an  appropriation. 

Coun.  MUCHNICK— Mr.  President,  it  seems 
that  we  have  a  very  able  Law  Department  in  this 
city,  containing  some  men  who  are  very  well 
versed  in  constitutional  law  as  well  as  in  other 
fields  of  law,  and  this  question  should  not  be 
decided  by  the  bankers  or  by  any  members  of  the 
Council,  whether  they  have  or  do  not  have  any 
legal   knowledge,    nor    by    anybody   representing 
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the  Federal  Public  Housing.  Therefore,  I  move 
that  this  order  be  laid  on  the  table  along  with 
the  loan  order  and  that  we  ask  the  Law  Depart- 
ment to  clear  up  the  question  for  us. 

The  question  came  on  Coun.  Muchnick's 
motion  to  lay  the  order  on  the  table.  The  motion 
was  passed  and  the  order  was  laid  on  the  table. 


THE   NEXT   MEETING. 

Coun.  SULLIVAN— Mr.  President,  may  I 
first  move  that  when  we  adjourn,  we  adjourn 
until  tomorrow  afternoon  at  2  p.  m.  The  reason 
I  make  that  motion  is  because  of  the  question  I 
asked  in  executive,  if  this  temporary  housing  was 
pending  the  outcome  of  this  loan,  and  the  answer 
to  that  question  was  that  it  was.  The  Mayor 
is  having  a  conference  tomorrow  morning  in  his 
office,  and  I  feel  that  we  should  not  let  this  loan 
order  wait  until  next  Monday,  that  if  we  can  get 
the  information  tomorrow  afternoon  from  the 
Mayor  that  this  loan  is  legal,  that  we  will  be  able 
to  pass  it  tomorrow  afternoon. 

President  KELLY — Councilor  Sullivan  makes  a 
motion  that  when  we  adjourn  today,  we  adjourn 
until  tomorrow,  Tuesday,  at  2  p  m. 

Coun.  FISH— Mr.  President,  I  think  under  the 
circumstances  it  is  a  good  motion,  but  I  wonder 
if  you  would  accept  the  suggestion,  in  the  form  of 
an  amendment,  that  we  request  the  Mayor  to 
notify  the  Council  immediately  upon  his  receiving 
the  information  and  call  a  special  session  of  the 
Council  for  that  purpose,  which  could  be  possibly 
Wednesday.  So  that  I  would  like  to  offer  an 
amendment  to  Councilor  Sullivan's  motion  that 
the  Mayor  immediately  notify  the  Council  when 
he  has  the  information  as  to  the  legality  of  this  loan. 

President  KELLY — Councilor  Fish  makes  an 
amendment  to  the  motion,  that  the  Mayor  im- 
mediately notify  the  Council  and  call  a  special 
.session  of  the  Council. 

Coun.  FISH — And  that  he  call  that  meeting 
within  twenty-four  hours. 

President  KELLY — Councilor  Sullivan's  motion 
is  within  twenty-four  hours. 

Coun.  FISH — If  the  Mayor  gets  his  information 
tomorrow  morning  it  would  be  Wednesday 
morning. 

President  KELLY — That  he  call  the  meeting 
within  twenty-four  hours  from  the  time  he  gets 
the  information.  The  motion  is  that  the  Mayor 
be  requested  to  call  a  Special  Meeting  of  the 
Council  within  twenty-four  hours  from  the  time 
he  gets  the  information. 

The  motion  was  carried. 


INSTRUCTION    OF    PRECINCT    OFFICERS 
AS   TO   DUTIES. 

Coun.  SULLIVAN  offered  the  following: 
Ordered,  That  the  Election  Commission  be  re- 
quested, through  his  Honor  the  Mayor,  to  definitely 
instruct  all  precinct  officers  relative  to  their  duties 
on  primary  and  election  days. 

Coun.  SULLIVAN — Mr.  President,  I  am  putting 
this  order  in  now  because  it  seems  that  every  time 
the  Election  Commissioners  go  out  to  the  various 
wards  with  the  sole  purpose  of  instructing  the  pre- 
cinct officers  who  are  to  handle  the  election  on  both 
primary  and  election  day,  that  they  are  just  sworn 
in,  and  no  instructions  are  given  to  them  whatso- 
ever on  how  to  open  the  precinct  in  the  morning 
or  how  to  close  it,  or  how  to  handle  the  ballots  or 
give  assistance  to  the  voter,  and  what  voters  they, 
may  give  assistance  to.  Also  relative  to  after  the 
polls  are  closed,  how  the  ballot  boxes  should  be 
opened  and  how  the  ballots  should  be  taken  out  of 
the  ballot  boxes  in  front  of  any  spectators  or  any 
persons  there  in  the  various  precincts.  Also  no 
instructions  are  given  to  them  that  one  Democrat 
and  one  Republican  will  check  one  another.  I  have 
seen  two  Republicans  working  together  and  two 
Democrats  working  together.  This  was  in  one  of 
the  precinct  schoolhouses.  It  is  because  the 
Election  Department  has  not  given  the  workers 
the  proper  instructions.  I  think  that  they  should 
take  a  little  added  time  and  instruct  the  precinct 
officers  as  to  what  their  duties  are.  This  year  in 
the  primaries  they  are  going  to  use  the  1945  voting 
list,  and  I  don't  believe  that  it  is  the  same  procedure 
as  it  has  been  in  the  past  and  that  these  workers 
should  be  instructed  accordingly.  A  large  number 
of  people  throughout  the  city  have  moved  since 


1945,  and  they  will  show  up  and  think  that  they 
are  entitled  to  vote  in  the  precinct  in  which  they 
now  reside.  They  will  have  to  go  back  to  where 
they  voted  last  November.  This  should  be  stressed 
to  the  various  precinct  officers  in  all  the  voting 
precincts  throughout  the  city,  so  that  no  one  will 
be  deprived  of  his  right  to  vote.  I  hope  that  the 
Election  Department  will  carry  out  the  request 
made  in  this  order  and  'instruct  all  the  precinct 
officers  throughout  the  entire  city. 

The  order  was  passed  under  suspension  of  the 
rule. 


VIOLATIONS  OF  ROAD  TRAVEL  BY  HEAVY 
TRUCKS  AND   BUSES. 

Coun.  CAREY  offered  the  following: 

Ordered,  That  the  Police  Commissioner  be  re- 
quested, through  his  Honor  the  Mayor,  to  enforce 
fully  the  provisions  of  the  General  Laws  regarding 
travel  on  the  public  highways  especially  with  re- 
gard to  heavy  trucks  and  buses  which  are  the  most 
flagrant  violators  of  the  provision  with  respect  to 
traveling  on  the  right-hand  side  of  the  road. 

Coun.  CAREY — Mr.  President,  we  have  on 
numerous  occasions  heard  about  it,  and  have 
ourselves  endeavored  to  be  instrumental  in  reliev- 
ing some  of  the  traffic  congestion  in  the  city,  and 
likewise  to  make  travel  on  the  highways  safer 
for  the  traveling  public.  But  I  think  that  the 
members  of  the  Council  will  agree  with  me  that 
one  of  the  most  serious  hazards,  and  one  of  the 
greatest  handicaps  that  you  see  in  getting  around 
is  that  which  is  brought  about  by  these  heavy 
motor  trucks  and  buses  that  insist  on  being  all 
over  the  road,  so  to  speak,  congesting  traffic 
and  making  it  impossible  for  a  small  automobile 
to  get  along  on  the  highway  due  to  the  fact  that 
they  clog  the  highway  completely,  and  not  only 
do  they  clog  it  completely  but  of  course  handicap 
the  movement  of  traffic,  and  on  a  good  many 
occasions  they  make  driving  hazardous  for  those 
in  small  automobiles.  We  can  drive  about  our 
highways  any  day  or  any  night  and  we  will  find 
congestion  there  brought  about  time  and  time 
again  by  these  big  freight-car  trucks,  so  to  speak, 
that  insist  on  being  all  over  the  road.  It  might 
be,  of  course,  that  they  have  schedules  to  main- 
tain, but  I  suppose  it  might  be  said  that  the  indi- 
vidual driver  of  an  automobile  also  wishes  to  get 
to  his  destination.  You  get  downtown  here  and 
you  will  find  a  line  of  traffic  tied  up  through 
which  the  smaller  automobile  could  easily  pass 
were  it  not  for  the  fact  that  a  big  truck  or  bus  is 
in  the  middle  of  the  road  congesting  the  traffic  and 
holding  up  the  movement  of  the  traffic.  I  under- 
stand that  there  is  a  section  of  the  General  Laws 
which  requires  all  traffic  to  keep  to  the  right, 
and  I  think  that  if  the  Police  Commissioner 
would  do,  through  the  members  of  the  Force, 
his  utmost  to  keep  the  large-sized  trucks  and  buses 
to  the  right  of  the  road,  it  would  do  a  great  deal 
toward  eliminating  a  great  part  of  the  traffic 
congestion.  I  move  suspension  of  the  rule  and  the 
passage  of  my  order. 

The  order  was  passed  under  suspension  of  the 
rule. 


ACCEPTANCE   OF   ROSEBERY   ROAD, 
WARD    18. 

Coun.  CANTWELL  offered  the  following: 
Ordered,  That  the  Board  of  Street  Commis- 
sioners be  requested,  through  his  Honor  the 
Mayor,  to  accept  and  lay  out  as  a  public  highway, 
Rosebery  road,  from  Greenfield  road  to  Taunton 
avenue,  Ward   18. 

Passed  under  suspension  of  the  rule. 


HEALTH   CLINIC   IN   TILESTON   SCHOOL. 

Coun.  CANTWELL  offered  the  following: 
Ordered,  That  his  Honor  the  Mayor  be  re- 
quested to  consider  the  establishment  of  a  health 
clinic  in  the  Tileston  School  for  the  accommo- 
dation and  benefit  of  the  residents  of  the  Mattapan 
section  of  Ward  18^ 

Coun.  CANTWELL— Mr.  President,  Ward  18, 
being  one  sixth  of  the  area  of  the  size  of  Boston, 
and  I  believe  the  largest  number  of  people  of  any 
ward  living  in  the  area,  we  have  one  clinic  which  is 
located  in  the  Municipal  Building  in  Hyde  Park, 
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and  the  people  in  the  Mattapan  section  of  that 
ward,  in  order  to  get  to  that  clinic  with  their 
babies,  have  to  make  two  transfers  to  get  to  thai 
clinic.  This  Tiloston  School  is  located  on  liabson 
street,  and  doc  to  a  parochial  school  being  built 
there  some  time  ago  they  have  several  rooms 
vacant.  I  would  like  to  sec  a  clinic  established 
there  as  ii  would  be  more  convenient  to  the  people 
in  the  Mattapan  section,  so  that  they  could  push 
their  baby  carriages  there  and  take  their  children 
there  without  taking  the  elevated  to  Hyde  Park. 
1  hope  that  this  order  can  pass. 

The  order  was  passed   under  suspension  of  the 
rule. 


RODENT  AND  VERMIN  CONTROL. 

Coun.  LANE  offered  the  following: 

Ordered,  That  there  shall  be  established  in  the 
Health  Department  of  the  City  of  Boston  a 
"Division  of  Rodent  and  Vermin  Control;"  said 
Division  of  Rodent  and  Vermin  Control  shall  be  in 
charge  of  a  person  -whose  title  shall  be  "Director 
of  Rodent  and  Vermin  Control."  The  salary  of 
the  Director  of  Rodent  and  Vermin  Control  shall 
be  fixed  by  the  Health  Commissioner  subject  to 
the  approval  of  the  Mayor. 

Coun.  LANE — Mr.  President,  I  realize  and  ap- 
preciate the  fact  that  this  present  session  has  ex- 
tended far  beyond  the  usual  time  of  adjournment, 
and  therefore  I  shall  speak  only  briefly.  This  is  a 
very  important  subject,  the  matter  of  rat  control 
in  the  City  of  Boston.  In  the  United  States  of 
America  we  have  fourteen  cities  of  over  500,000 
people,  one  of  the  cities  being  the  Commissioner- 
ship  in  the  District  of  Columbia.  As  you  well 
know,  Boston  is  a  city  of  three-quarters  of  a  million 
people,  yet  we  are  one  of  the  few  larger  cities  in  the 
United  States  without  a  distinctly  rat  control  divi- 
sion. I  have  here  prepared  twelve  pages  on  rat 
control,  but  I  am  not  going  to  read  it  all  to  you. 
I  will  only  read  for  your  information  and  guidance 
two  outstanding  paragraphs.  "The  necessity  of  a 
permanent  rat  control  program  in  a  city  the  size 
of  the  City  of  Boston  can  best  be  demonstrated  by 
a  careful  study  of  the  following  statistics,  which 
were  prepared  by  the  Fish  and  Wildlife  Service  of 
the  United  States  Department  of  Interior,  who 
estimate  that  the  cost  to  the  nation  for  damage 
caused  by  these  rodents  is  each  year  two  hundred 
million  dollars.  In  a  city  the  size  of  Boston  an- 
nually the  damage  is  estimated  at  three  or  four 
million  dollars,  and  if  that  sum  is  broken  down  it 
means  a  cost  of  from  $8  to  $20  for  each  family 
throughout  the  entire  United  States."  The  con- 
cluding paragraph  states  as  follows:  "To  initiate  a 
program  of  this  nature  would  require  the  estab- 
lishment of  a  full-time  special  unit  in  the  City  of 
Boston  Health  Department,  with  a  director  in 
charge.  The  director,  in  addition  to  administering 
the  entire  program,  would  also  be  the  instructor  in 
the  School  of  Rat  Control.  Two  assistants  would 
be  necessary  after  the  first  phase  of  the  program 
was  established,  who  would  supervise  the  field 
work.  Three  or  four  laborers  would  be  necessary 
when  the  program  had  been  thoroughly  estab- 
lished, to  mix  baits,  use  cyano  gas  in  burrows  and 
assist  in  other  work  that  would  be  involved  in  a 
program  of  this  nature.  The  City  of  Boston  needs 
a  rat  control  program  and  this  is  offered  to  meet 
that  need."  I  have  some  letters  here  which  I 
received.  I  have  received  over  two  hundred  let- 
ters and  telephone  calls  since  I  gave  the  release  to 
the  Press  that  I  would  introduce  the  order  today. 
Here  is  a  sample  of  the  letters.  This  came  to  me 
from  Mrs.  Ethel  B.  Leatherbee  of  42  Rockview 
street,  Jamaioa  Plain  30.  She  says:  "I  note  with 
keen  interest  in  this  morning's  papers  that  you  are 
going  to  introduce  an  anti-rat  ordinance,  with  the 
support  of  the  City  Health  Commissioner.  Thirty 
years  ago  I  managed  an  anti-rat  campaign  for  the 
Women's  Municipal  League  in  which  i  had  the 
active  support  of  Mayor  Curley  and  Health  Com- 
missioner Mahoney,  and  also  the  editorial  support 
of  all  the  Boston  papers.  It  created  quite  a  stir 
and  temporarily  aroused  many  people  to  rat 
elimination.  We  endeavored  to  get  a  bill  through 
the  General  Court  for  rat-proofing,  but  the  real 
estate  interest  defeated  us.     Of  course,  the  real 


methods  for  rat  elimination  are  building  and  starv- 
ing them  out.  Killing  of  course  reduces  rodent 
population  for  a  short  time  but  they  breed  too 
rapidly  for  it  to  have  much  effect.  I  am  sure  that 
Mayor  Curley  will  support  any  sensible  plan  that 
may  be  offered  as  he  has  always  been  keen  on  im- 
proving health  conditions  in  the  city  and  is  per- 
fectly conversant  with  the  disease  menace  of  rats. 
There  is  also  rat-catcher  Kennedy  who  is  an  excel- 
lent man  to  consult  as  he  has  spent  a  lifetime  on 
the  subject  and  is,  I  believe,  still  in  the  employ  of 
I  he  Health  Department.  I  wish  you  every  success 
in  your  efforts  because  this  is  a  very  important 
matter,  both  from  the  health  and  economic  phases 
of  rat  action;  and  if  you  can  arouse  public  opinion 
sufficiently  to  the  menace  you  may  get  somewhere." 
Incidentally,  talking  about  rat-catcher  Kennedy, 
that  is  not  his  official  title,  but  it  is,  nevertheless, 
correct.  There  arc  two  rat-catchers  in  the  Health 
Department  of  the  City  of  Boston.  Boston  cer- 
tainly needs  rat  control.  Here  is  a  letter  I  re- 
ceived today  from  a  constituent  of  Dan  Sullivan  of 
Ward  9,  which  refers  to  the  condition  at  the  corner 
of  Cabot  street  and  Linden  Park  street  in  Ward  9. 
He  says  to  look  into  the  situation.  This  Mrs. 
Leatherbee  that  sent  that  letter  to  me  that  I  read 
first  had  a  card  copyrighted  under  her  name  in 
1917,  containing  the  following  verse,  which  I  be- 
lieve applies  to  the  situation  today:  "I  am  man's 
greatest  foe;  I  destroy  his  property,  bring  disease 
and  death  into  his  home;  but  I  dwell  in  his  house 
and  I  eat  his  food,  for  I  am  more  clever  than  man, 
otherwise  he  would  destroy  me."  Another  very 
important  thing  to  remember  is  that  rats  propagate 
every  three  or  four  weeks,  and  usually  in  a  litter  of 
thirteen.  Mr.  President,  it  seems  to  me  that  this 
is  a  very  important  matter,  and  I  hope  that  we 
can  get  some  action  on  it  at  once.  I  hope,  Mr. 
President,  that  the  rules  may  be  suspended  and 
that  the  order  may  be  passed.  This  is  not  a  new 
department;  it  is  only  a  division  of  a  department 
now  existing. 

The  order  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
Ordinances. 


ELEVATED  SERVICE  TO  CEMETERIES  ON 
MEMORIAL   DAY. 

Coun.  RUSSO  offered  the  following: 

Ordered,  That  the  trustees  of  the  Boston  Ele- 
vated Company  be  requested  through  his  Honor 
the  Mayor  to  put  in  operation  buses  to  take  people 
from  the  Forest  Hills  station  to  cemeteries  along 
Walk  Hill  street  and  other  cemeteries  where  the 
Boston  Elevated  Company  can  give  this  service 
to  the  public  during  May  30,  Memorial  Day. 

Passed  under  suspension  of  the  rule. 

Coun.  RUSSO— Briefly,  we  all  realize  May  30 
is  a  day  set  aside  to  commemorate  the  memory  of 
our  beloved  dead.  We  also  must  realize  that 
many  people  are  going  to  Forest  Hills  station  from 
all  sections  of  the  City  of  Boston  and  the  other 
cities  and  towns  connected  with  the  city.  There 
are  thousands  who  get  off  at  Forest  Hills  station 
and  have  to  walk  from  there  to  the  various 
cemeteries  which  are  located  on  Walk  Hill  street. 
We  have,  for  instance,  the  Forest  Hills  Cemetery, 
St.  Michael's  Cemetery,  and  a  cemetery  owned  by 
the  City  of  Boston,  Mount  Hope  Cemetery. 
Near  by  we  have  the  new  and  old  Calvary  Ceme- 
tery. It  is  quite  a  hike,  Mr.  President,  and  I  feel 
that  the  Boston  Elevated  Railway  Company,  at 
least  on  this  particular  day,  ought  to  give  service 
to  the  public  in  order  to  make  it  a  little  bit  easier 
for  them  to  get  to  their  destination.  I  also  realize 
there  are  other  cemeteries  in  the  City  of  Boston 
and,  if  the  trustees  of  the  Boston  Elevated  Railway 
Company  can  see  their  way  clear  to  give  bus 
service  to  the  people,  I  hope  that  they  will  do  it. 
I  hope  his  Honor  the  Mayor  will  immediately  get 
in  touch  with  the  trustees  and  that  the  service  can 
be  given  to  the  public. 

The  order  was  passed  under  suspension  of  the 
rule. 


Adjourned  at  6.30  p.  m.,  on  motion  of  Coun. 
MORIARTY,  to  meet  on  Monday,  June  3,  1946, 
at  2  p.  m. 
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Proceedings  of  City  Council. 


Monday,  June  3,  1946. 

Regular  meeting  of  the  City  Council  held  in 
the  Council  Chamber,  City  Hall,  at  2  p.  m., 
President  KELLY  in  the  chair.  Absent,  Coun. 
Carey,  Linehan  and  Madden. 

The  meeting  was  opened  with  the  salute  to  the 
Flag. 


JURORS   DRAWN. 

Jurors  were  drawn,  Coun.  RUSSO  presiding 
at  the  ballot  box  in  the  absence  of  the  Mayor,  as 
follows: 

Twenty-two  grand  jurors,  Superior  Criminal 
Court,  to  appear  July  1,  1946: 

William  H.  Morley,  Ward  2;  Pandi  Michael 
Tsetsi,  Ward  3;  Thomas  Frye,  Ward  4;  Carl  A. 
Svenson,  Ward  4;  Roy  F.  Leatherwood,  Ward  5; 
J.  LeRoy  Johnson,  Ward  9;  Stephen  A.  Deagle, 
Ward  10;  James  J.  Egan,  Ward  10;  Thomas  F. 
Ford,  Ward  11;  Isidore  Madow,  Ward  14;  Alfred 
Shulman,  Ward  14;  Philip  Weinstein,  Ward  14; 
John  L.  Barry,  Ward  16;  Robert  J.  Burden, 
Ward  16;  Frederick  W.  Craigin,  jr.,  Ward  16; 
Henry  G.  Nieland,  Ward  16;  Earl  J.  Phinney, 
Ward  17;  William  G.  Fardie,  Ward  18;  Saverio 
Messina,  Ward  20;  Angelo  Rando,  Ward  20; 
Arthur  F.  Watson,  Ward  20;  Willard  H.  Bryant, 
Ward  22. 

Fifty-three  traverse  jurors,  Superior  Criminal 
Court,  to  appear  July  1,  1946: 

Andrew  G.  Hegner,  Ward  1;  Patrick  Kelly, 
Ward  2;  John  J.  Moynihan,  Ward  2;  Alfonso 
Guarnaccia,  Ward  3;  Charles  Lois  Hemmerlin, 
Ward  3;  Samuel  Nadel,  Ward  3;  George  W. 
Wallace,  Ward  3;  Mauro  Federico,  Ward  4;  George 
W.  Masterson,  Ward  4;  Charles  A.  Wilcutt,  Ward 
4;  George  A.  Turner,  Ward  5;  James  J.  Hallahan, 
Ward  6;  Thomas  McDonough,  Ward  6;  Austin  B. 
Sharkey,  Ward  6;  Charles  Mager,  Ward  7;  Frank 
A.  Makouski,  Ward  7;  Bernard  F.  McSheffrey, 
Ward  7;  Joseph  F.  O'Keefe,  Ward  8;  Charles 
Bouchard,  Ward  9;  John  R.  Goodman,  Ward  9; 
Dennis  Barton,  Ward  10;  Richard  J.  McNicholas, 
Ward  10;  Michael  J.  Sullivan,  Ward  10;  John  F. 
Boyce,  Ward  11;  Ernest  M.  Abbott,  Ward  12; 
Walter  Christensen,  Ward  12;  Solomon  Jacobs, 
Ward  12;  Louis  H.  Silverman,  Ward  12;  William 
R.  McKenzie,  Ward  13;  Maurice  Cohen,  Ward  14; 
Michael  J.  Conroy,  Ward  14;  George  Dushane, 
Ward  14;  Samuel  I.  Greenglass,  Ward  14;  Ben- 
jamin H.  Kaplan,  Ward  14;  John  F.  Collins,  Ward 
16;  John  F.  Muldoon,  Ward  16;  Henry  Roun, 
Ward  16;  George  A.  Chambers,  Ward  17;  Herbert 
A.  Ladner,  Ward  17;  Abraham  Ludwig,  Ward  17; 
Joseph  Baker,  Ward  18;  Frederick  W.  Bumpus, 
Ward  18;  Israel  Kaplan,  Ward  18;  George  L. 
Pierce,  Ward  18;  Frank  J.  McElroy,  Ward  19; 
John  J.  Rogers,  Ward  19;  George  E.  Allen,  Ward 
20;  Frederick  F.  Paradise,  Ward  20;  Edward  A. 
Macdonald,  Ward  21;  John  J.  Nolan,  Ward  21; 
Patrick  J.  Dargin,  Ward  22;  Vincent  T.  Doucette, 
Ward  22;   George  H.  Smith,  Ward  22. 


APPOINTMENTS   BY   THE   MAYOR. 

Subject  to  confirmation  by  the  Council,  the 
Mayor  submitted  the  following  appointments, 
viz.: 

Weigher  of  Coal  for  term  ending  April  30,  1947: 
Alberta  M.  Toolan,  158  Salem  street,  Revere. 

Weighers  of  Goods  for  term  ending  April  30, 
1947:  Howard  W.  Colby,  8  Marion  street,  Ros- 
lindale;  David  A.  Shea,  34  Catherine  street,  Ros- 
lindale; Walter  Walsh,  384  Hyde  Park  avenue, 
Roslindale;  John  J.  Flanagan,  193  Florence  street, 
Roslindale;  Michael  Ferala,  120  Gladstone  street. 
East  Boston;  Frank  J.  Conti,  4387  Washington 
street,  Roslindale. 

Severally  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Con- 
stables and  Confirmations. 


RETIREMENT  SYSTEM  FOR  EMPLOYEES. 

The  following  was  received: 

City  of  Boston, 
Office  of  the  Mayor,  May  29,  1946. 
To  the  City  Council. 

Gentlemen, — Chapter  658  of  the  Acts  of  1945 
establishes  a  single  contributory  retirement  law, 
which  is  designed  to  include  ultimately  all  public 
employees.  In  cities  where  a  contributory  retire- 
ment system  now  exists  under  a  special  law,  the 
new  system  does  not  become  effective  unless  ac- 
cepted by  the  mayor  and  city  council.  If  it  is  so 
accepted  in  this  city,  the  employees  who  now 
belong  to  the  Boston  Retirement  System  or  who 
have  any  other  prospective  pension  rights  will 
become  members  of  the  new  system  unless  they 
elect,  on  a  duly  prescribed  form,  not  to  become 
such  members.  If  they  elect  not  to  become  mem- 
bers of  the  new  system,  they  retain  unimpaired 
their  present  pension  rights.  I  do  not  propose  to 
make  a  comparison  of  the  merits  or  demerits  of  the 
new  system  ar  against  the  old,  but  I  am  satisfied 
from  competent  advice  that  it  would  be  advan- 
tageous for  a  considerable  number  of  employees 
to  join  the  new  system.  That,  however,  would 
be  a  matter  to  be  determined  by  each  individual 
employee. 

Whatever  might  be  the  result,  I  am  of  the 
opinion  that  the  employees  of  the  city  should  be 
given  the  opportunity  of  becoming  members  of 
the  new  system,  if  it  is  for  their  benefit  to  do  so, 
and  I  accordingly  recommend  the  passage  by  your 
Honorable  Body  of  the  accompanying  order. 
Respectfully, 
James  M.  Cueley,  Mayor. 

Ordered,  That  sections  1  to  28,  inclusive,  of 
chapter  32  of  the  General  Laws,  inserted  therein 
by  chapter  658  of  the  Acts  of  1945,  are  here- 
by accepted  by  the  City  Council  and  Mayor 
of  the  City  of  Boston,  acting  in  behalf  of  said  city 
and  the  County  of  Suffolk. 

Referred  to  the  Executive  Committee. 


PETITIONS  REFERRED. 
The     following     petitions     were     received     and 
referred  to  the  committees  named,  viz.: 

Claims. 

Martha  W.  Doherty,  for  compensation  for 
injuries  caused  by  an  alleged  defect  at  40  Elm 
street. 

John  A.  Finn,  to  be  reimbursed  for  expenses 
incurred  during  repavement  of  Lindsey  street. 

Philip  Green,  for  compensation  for  injuries 
caused  by  fire  truck. 

Alexander  F.  Halasz,  for  compensation  for  damage 
to  car  caused  by  an  alleged  defect  in  Brookline 
avenue. 

Mrs.  Albert  Haley,  for  compensation  for  injuries 
caused  by  an  alleged  defect  in  Oak  square. 

Kathryn  Healey,  for  compensation  for  injuries 
caused  by  an  alleged  defect  at  1868  Common- 
wealth avenue. 

Ronald  Hollett,  for  compensation  for  damage 
to  car  by  city  truck. 

Charles  I.  MacEachern,  for  compensation  for 
injuries  caused  by  an  alleged  defect  in  Neponset 
avenue. 

Annie  McGrimley,  for  compensation  for  in- 
juries caused  by  an  alleged  defect  in  Washington 
street,  Roslindale. 

James  G.  McMahon,  for  compensation  for 
damage  to  car  caused  by  an  alleged  defect  at 
541  Columbia  road. 

Charles  E.  Morgan,  for  compensation  for  damage 
to  car  by  fire  apparatus. 

Annie  M.  O'Brien,  for  compensation  for  in- 
juries caused  by  an  alleged  defect  at  Washington 
and  Court  streets. 

Peter  Oskoian,  for  compensation  for  damage 
to  property  at  17  Linden  street,  caused  by  falling 
tree. 

Arthur  Pauletti,  for  compensation  for  damage 
to  car  caused  by  an  alleged  defect  in  Bremen 
street. 

Edward  F.  Powers,  to  be  reimbursed  as  result 
of  accident  which  occurred  while  in  performance 
of  duty  as  employee  of  Fire  Department. 

Herbert  Price,  for  compensation  for  damage 
to  property  at  55  King  street,  caused  by  broken 
water  main. 

Nicholas  J.  Schaaf,  to  be  reimbursed  as  result 
of  accident  which  occurred  while  in  performance 
of  duty  as  employee  of  Sewer  Division. 
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Benjamin  Seidman,  for  compensation  for  in- 
juries  caused  by  fire  truck. 

Seidman  Bros.,  Inc.,  for  compensation  for 
damage  to  car  by  fire  truck. 

Mrs.  1'.  S.  YanDyke,  for  compensation  for  in- 
juries caused  by  an  alleged  defect  in  Gardner 
sirivt. 

Committee  on  County  Accounts. 
Petition    of   John    Londrigan,   employee   of   the 
Penal  Institutions  Department,  to  be  retired. 

Executive. 
Petition    of   Elizabeth   R.    Bailey,    to   be   paid 
annuity   on   account   of  death  of  husband,   Frank 
A.  Bailey,  late  member  of  Fire  Department. 

Committee  on  Licenses. 
Petition  of  Vincent  and  Maria  F.  DiNunno  for 
driveway  opening  at  1135  Saratoga  street. 


PERMITS  FOR  CHILDREN. 

Petitions  for  children  under  fifteen  years  of  age 
to  appear  at  places  of  public  amusement  were 
received  as  follows: 

Althea  Shults,  New  England  Mutual  Hall, 
June  7. 

Leopold  DeCordova,  Recital  Hall,  June  13. 

John  B.  Monticone,  New  England  Mutual 
Hall,  June  19. 

Ann  V.  Zona,  New  England  Mutual  Hall, 
June  10. 

D.  Tierney,  Jordan  Hall,  June  3. 

Martha  Avery  Dancing  School,  Jordan  Hall, 
June  10. 

Permits  granted  under  usual  conditions. 


APPOINTMENTS    BY    THE    MAYOR. 

Notices  were  received  from  the  Mayor  of  the 
following  appointments,  viz.: 

Peter  J.  Allen,  11  Josephine  street,  Dorchester, 
to  serve  as  Chairman  of  Assessing  Board  at  salary 
of  $7,500  plus  $200  E.  C.  A.,  effective  June  3. 

William  B.  Carolan,  216  Tremont  street,  member 
of  Board  of  Commissioners  of  Sinking  Funds,  for 
period  ending  April  30,  1949. 

Daniel  J.  Donovan,  137  St.  Andrew  road,  East 
Boston,  member  of  City  Planning  Board  for  term 
ending  April  30,  1951,  vice  Ernest  A.  Johnson, 
term  expired. 

Eliot  N.  Jones,  42  Mt.  Vernon  street,  member 
of  Board  of  Zoning  Adjustment  for  term  ending 
April  30,  1951. 

Mary  M.  Fitzgerald,  59  Halifax  street,  Jamaica 
Plain,  member  of  City  Planning  Board,  for  term 
ending  April  30    1951. 

John  A.  Sullivan,  14  Johnson  street,  West 
Roxbury,  Budget  Commissioner,  for  period  ending 
April  30,  1950,  said  appointment  to  take  effect 
June  1,  1946. 

Severally  placed  on  file. 


APPOINTMENT   OF   DEPUTY 
SUPERINTENDENTS. 

Notice  was  received  from  the  Department  of 
School  Buildings,  James  H.  Mooney,  Superintend- 
ent of  Construction,  of  following  appointments  as 
deputy  superintendents: 

Edward  M.  O'Flaherty,  at  annual  salary  of 
$5£00  plus  $200  E.  C.  A.,  effective  May  29,  1946. 

Peter  M.  Curley,  at  annual  salary  of  $5,000  plus 
$200  E.  C.  A.    effective  May  29,  1946. 

Joseph  L.  Hern,  at  annual  salary  of  $4,000  plus 
$200  E.  C.  A.,  effective  May  29,  1946. 

Severally  placed  on  file. 


ELECTION    OF   PRESIDENT   OF    LIBRARY 
TRUSTEES. 

Notice  was  received  from  the  trustees  of  the 
Public  Library  of  election  of  Abraham  E.  Pinanski 
as  president. 

Placed  on  file. 


APPROVAL  OF  CONSTABLES'  BONDS. 

The  following  constables'  bonds,  having  been 
duly  approved  by  the  City  Treasurer,  were  received 
and  approved  by  the  Council,  viz.: 

Hector  Palladino,  George  W.  Brooker,  William 
J.  Baker. 


REPORT   OF   COMMITTEE   ON   PARKMAN 
FUND. 

Coun.  COFFEY,  for  the  Committee  on  Parkman 
Fund,  submitted  the  following: 

Report  on  order  (referred  May  6)  that  Park 
Commission  construct  a  municipal  building  on 
Billings  Field,  Ward  20,  the  funds  to  be  made 
available  from  the  Parkman  Fund — that  same 
ought  to  pass. 

The  report  was  accepted,  and  the  order  was 
passed. 


INVESTIGATION  OF  LICENSE  GRANTED 
EASTERN  MASSACHUSETTS  STREET 
RAILWAY  COMPANY. 

Coun.  COFFEY  offered  the  following: 

Ordered,  That  the  President  of  the  Boston  City 
Council  immediately  designate  a  committee 
consisting  of  three  members  of  the  Council,  other 
than  members  of  the  Licensing  Committee,  to 
investigate  the  passing  of  a  report  and  the  granting 
of  a  license  by  the  Committee  on  Licenses  to  the 
Eastern  Massachusetts  Street  Railway  Company 
to  operate  motor  vehicles  from  Sullivan  square  to 
the  Somerville  line. 

Coun.  COFFEY— Mr.  President,  the  order  I 
intended,  to  introduce  today  was  to  ask  for 
investigation  by  the  Finance  Commission.  Two 
weeks  ago  today  an  order  was  passed  here  on  a 
permit  granting  the  Eastern  Massachusetts 
Street  Railway  the  right  to  run  buses  from  Sullivan 
square  up  to  the  Stoneham  line.  I  know  nothing 
about  it.  I  got  very  little  information  since  I 
came  back.  Naturally  I  have  introduced  this 
order  asking  you  to  appoint  three  members  other 
than  members  of  the  Licensing  Committee  to 
hold  some  kind  of  hearing  to  get  some  kind  of 
information,  especially  to  satisfy  me.  I  do  not 
know  if  the  other  members  are  satisfied  or  not  as 
to  what  took  place.  I  know  for  the  four  years 
I  was  chairman  of  that  committee  I  have  always 
opposed  buses,  I  have  always  opposed  new  bus 
lines  coming  into  the  city.  I  never  went  on 
record  once  as  favoring  any  bus  line.  I  held 
my  hearings  and  gave  everybody  an  opportunity 
to  be  heard.  We  brought  back  a  negative  report 
as  far  as  any  new  bus  lines  were  concerned  or 
even  new  streets.  I  cannot  understand  why  an 
order  such  as  this  comes  in  with  no  opposition. 
There  is  nothing  in  the  minutes  of  the  meeting 
to  show  that  anybody  asked  for  information 
on  this  line  which  is  coming  in,  and  yet  the  permit 
to  run  buses  from  Sullivan  square  to  the  Stoneham 
line  was  granted.  The  only  information  I  got 
was  from  some  one  of  the  members  of  the  com- 
mittee who  told  me  a  representative  of  the  board 
of  selectmen  of  Stoneham  was  here  begging  for 
the  passage  of  this  order.  I  would  like  to  remind 
them,  as  the  members  of  the  Legislature  know, 
any  time  we  wanted  any  legislation  for  Boston 
we  did  not  get  any  help  from  Stoneham,  especially 
on  a  uniform  rate  for  automobile  insurance.  We 
were  always  sure  to  get  opposition  from  the  small 
towns  and  cities  outside  metropolitan  Boston. 
I  have  asked  for  this.  If  I  do  not  get  any  satis- 
faction within  a  week,  I  intend  to  ask  for  an 
investigation  by  the  Finance  Commission.  I 
have  called  the  Mayor's  office  today.  I  found 
out  this  thing  has  been  signed.  The  reason  it 
was  signed  is  this — his  Honor  the  Mayor  himself 
said,  "I  have  not  heard  any  opposition  to  it. 
I  suppose  it  is  all  right  to  sign  it."  If  I  had  been 
here,  you  could  rest  assured  there  would  have 
been  opposition.  The  chairman  of  the  committee 
was  not  in  favor  of  this,  I  am  told.  He  brought 
it  in  because  other  members  of  the  committee 
told  him  they  were  in  favor  of  it.  I  hope  a  com- 
mittee of  three  non-members  of  the  Licensing 
Committee,  of  which  I  am  a  member,  will  be 
appointed  and  that  a  hearing  will  be  held  some 
day  this  week  so  we  can  get  some  satisfactory 
information  which  would  assure  us  that  the  permit 
was  granted  in  good  faith.  Up  to  now,  I  do 
not  believe  it  was. 

President  KELLY — Have  you  any  objection 
if  I  refer  the  matter  to  the  executive  session? 
(No  objection.) 

The  order  was  referred  to  the  Executive  Com- 
mittee. 


Coun.  COOK  in  the  chair. 


JUNE     3,     1946. 
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FOOD   SITUATION    IN   BOSTON. 

Coun.  KEENAN  and  HANNON  offered  the 
following : 

Ordered,  That  his  Honor  the  Mayor  be  requested 
to  appoint  a  committee  of  five  citizens  to  investi- 
gate the  critical  food  situation  in  the  City  of 
Boston. 

Coun.  KEENAN— Mr.  President,  over  the 
week  end  the  papers  showed  that  his  Honor  the 
Mayor  was  vitally  interested  in  the  food  situation 
in  the  City  of  Boston.  In  East  Boston  they  say 
there  were  riots  when  men,  women  and  children 
were  unable  to  receive  the  necessities  of  life.  I 
understand  that  the  Governor  of  the  Common- 
wealth is  appointing  a  committee  to  investigate 
conditions.  I  think  it  would  be  advisable  for  his 
Honor  the  Mayor  to  investigate  conditions, 
appointing  five  members  of  the  City  Council  of 
Boston. 

Coun.  COFFEY— Mr.  President,  I  would  like 
to  go  along  with  the  councilor.  There  was  a 
shortage  of  bread  in  the  last  few  days.  I  suppose 
there  is  no  sense  in  going  into  any  lengthy  debate 
upon  it.  There  were  bread  lines  in  East  Boston 
the  same  as  throughout  the  entire  state  of  Massa- 
chusetts. I  have  seen  some  of  the  pictures  in  the 
past  few  weeks  in  the  Pathe  News  about  hundreds 
of  thousands  of  people  starving  in  Europe.  Of 
course,  my  sympathy  goes  out  to  them  the  same 
as  that  of  every  other  citizen  of  the  United  States. 
There  is  one  thing  I  would  like  to  remind  the 
members  of  Congress  of.  We,  in  this  country,  are 
on  the  winning  side.  If  we  cannot  give  enough 
so  that  every  household  can  get  one  loaf  of  bread 
a  day,  then  I  think  we  are  going  to  extremes  in 
taking  from  the  citizens  of  the  United  States  the 
things  to  which  they  are  entitled.  I  think  you, 
Mr.  President,  will  agree  when  we  were  kids  there 
was  many  a  day  when  a  piece  of  bread  and  a  cup 
of  tea  or  coffee  was  a  meal  for  us.  I  think  bread 
is  more  important  than  anything  else.  They  can 
take  butter  and  sugar  and  other  necessities,  and 
ship  them  across.  But  I  think  they  are  going  to 
extremes  in  taking  bread  away  from  our  children. 
I  hope  the  order  is  passed  and  some  action  is  taken 
in  the  near  future. 

Coun.  RUSSO — I  wish  to  commend  Councilor 
Keenan  for  presenting  this  order.  I  am  of  the 
same  opinion  as  the  two  previous  speakers.  Some- 
times I  wonder  what  is  happening  to  our  country. 
We  boast  of  our  great  nation  where  we  are  sup- 
posed to  have  all  the  essentials  of  life.  Still  we 
have  bread  lines  in  our  country.  I  cannot  help 
but  bring  to  your  attention,  Mr.  President,  and 
to  the  members  of  the  Council  that  we  in  this  coun- 
try produced  last  year  approximately  1,200,000,000 
bushels  of  wheat.  As  I  understand  it,  only 
194,000,000  bushels  were  sent  to  the  starving 
people  throughout  the  world.  We  have  huge 
billboards  around  the  City  of  Boston  informing 
the  public  that  some  of  the  American  companies 
cannot  produce  such  things  as  ale  and  beer  on 
account  of  the  grain  shortage.  On  the  other 
hand,  you  have  huge  billboards  around  here  with 
Canadian  companies  soliciting  the  American 
people  in  order  to  have  them  buy  Black  Horse  ale. 
What  is  happening  to  our  country?  Canada  is 
one  of  the  greatest  grain  producers,  the  third  larg- 
est grain  producer  in  the  world.  Here  in  America 
we  have  bread  lines.  Russia  produces  three 
time  as  much  grain  as  we  do  here  in  the  United 
States.  Yet  they  refuse  up  to  this  time  to  coop- 
erate with  the  United  States  in  order  to  see  the 
starving  people  throughout  the  world  get  some 
wheat.  What  is  the  matter  with  Congress? 
What  is  happening?  These  are  the  essentials  of 
life.  I  believe  Congress  may  give  England 
$3,750,000,000  to  get  her  in  direct  competition 
with  United  States  business.  I  cannot  see  how 
it  is  that  the  Canadian  government  can  advertise 
here  asking  us  to  buy  their  products  when  we 
cannot  receive  our  own  products  of  American 
companies.  There  is  something  wrong  somewhere. 
The  people  are  not  aware  of  the  facts.  Mr.  Presi- 
dent, I  do  hope  that  a  committee  is  formed  to 
investigate  and  check  where  the  fault  lies.  It 
was  not  so  bad  during  the  war.  Here  we  are  a 
year  after  the  war  has  ended,  and  we  have  to  be 
confronted  with  bread  lines  in  this  great  nation  of 
ours  which  has  had  everything  that  any  person 
can  demand.  Still  we  are  being  deprived  of  these 
essentials  of  life.  Mr.  President,  I  am  heartily 
in  accord.  I  hope  that  the  order  will  pass  and 
some  action  will  be  taken  immediately. 


The  order  was  passed  under  suspension  of  the 
rule. 


ROPING   OFF   STREETS,   JUNE    17. 

Coun.  KINSELLA  offered  the  following: 
Ordered,  That  the  City  Messenger  be  authorized 
to  provide  for  the  roping  off  of  the  streets  in 
Charlestown  for  the  parade  on  Monday,  June  17, 
1946,  and  that  the  expense  of  same  be  charged  to 
the  City  Council  appropriation  for  Ropes,  Flags 
and  Stakes. 

Passed  under  suspension  of  the  rule. 


REPORT  OF  COMMITTEE  ON  COUNTY 
ACCOUNTS. 

Coun.  BRYAN,  for  the  Committee  on  County 
Accounts,  submitted  the  following: 

Report  on  petition  of  John  Londrigan,  employee 
of  the  Penal  Institutions  Department  (referred 
today),  to  be  retired — recommending  passage  of 
accompanying  order,  viz.: 

Whereas,  John  Londrigan,  employed  in  the 
service  of  the  County  of  Suffolk  as  deckhand  in 
the  Penal  Institutions  Department,  has  made 
application  to  be  retired  under  the  provisions  of 
chapter  678  of  the  Acts  of  1945;   and 

Whereas,  The  said  John  Londrigan  has  sub- 
mitted to  the  City  Council  satisfactory  evidence 
that  he  is  a  veteran  as  defined  in  section  56  of 
chapter  32  of  the  General  Laws;  that  he  has  been 
certified  for  retirement  for  disability  by  the  duly 
authorized  medical  panel ;  that  he  has  been  in 
■the  service  of  the  county  at  least  ten  years  and 
has  reached  the  age  of  fifty;  that  he  is  incapacitated 
for  active  service;  and  that  his  total  income  from 
all  sources ,  exclusive  of  his  retirement  allowance 
and  of  any  sum  received  from  the  government 
of  the  United  States  as  a  pension  for  war  service, 
does  not  exceed  five  hundred  dollars; 

Ordered,  That  under  the  provisions  of  section  56 
of  chapter  32  of  the  General  Laws,  as  amended  by 
chapter  514  of  the  Acts  of  1943,  John  Londrigan, 
employed  in  the  County  of  Suffolk  as  deckhand 
in  the  Penal  Institutions  Department,  be  and 
hereby  is,  retired  by  the  Mayor  and  City  Council, 
acting  as  county  commissioners,  at  an  annual 
pension  of  eight  hundred  sixty  dollars  and  seventy- 
five  cents,  being  one  half  of  his  highest  regular  rate 
of  compensation. 

Report  accepted;   said  order  passed. 


LEGISLATION  RE  CERTAIN   RETIRE- 
MENT  ALLOWANCES. 

Coun.  BRYAN  offered  the  following: 
Resolved,  That  the  Boston  City  Council  favors 
the  enactment  of  legislation  providing  for  retire- 
ment allowances  for  policemen  and  firemen  retired 
for  accidental  disability  under  the  Boston  Retire- 
ment Act,  so  called,  provided  such  legislation 
includes  a  referendum  to  the  Mayor  and  City 
Council. 

Passed  under  suspension  of  the  rule. 


RECESS. 
On  motion  of  Coun.  KINSELLA,  the  Council 
voted  to  take  a  recess  at  2.40  p.  m.,  subject  to 
the  call  of  the  Chair.  The  members  reassembled 
and  were  called  to  order  by  Chairman  COOK  at 
3.40  p.  m. 


EXECUTIVE  COMMITTEE  REPORTS. 

Coun.  SULLIVAN,  for  the  Executive  Com- 
mittee, submitted  the  following: 

1.  Report  on  message  of  Mayor  (referred  today) 
with  order  accepting  chapter  658  of  Acts  of  1945 — 
that  same  ought  to  pass. 

The   report  was   accepted,   and   the   order  was 


2.  Report  on  petition  of  Marie  Cullinane  (re- 
ferred March  4)  to  be  paid  annuity  on  account  of 
death  of  her  husband,  Joseph  P.  Cullinane,  late 
member  of  the  Police  Department — recommending 
passage  of  accompanying  order: 

Ordered,  That  under  the  provisions  of  section  89 
of  chapter  32  of  the  General  Laws  an  annuity  of 
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fifteen  hundred  and  twenty  dollars  be  allowed  and 
paid  to  Marie  CuUinane,  widow  of  Joseph  P.  CuUi- 
nane, a  member  of  the  Police  Department  who 
died  on  February  4,  1946,  on  account  of  injuries 
received  in  the  performance  of  his  duty;  said 
annuity  being  made  up  of  allowances  as  follows. 

For  the  widow,  Marie  CuUinane,  so  long  as  she 
remains  unmarried — $1,000  per  annum; 

For  each  of  the  following-named  children  during 
such  time  as  he  or  she  is  under  the  age  of  eighteen 
or  over  said  age  and  physically  or  mentally  in- 
capacitated from  earning — $260  per  annum: 

Ruth  Marie  CuUinane,  born  May  31,  1029; 
Doris  Elizabeth  CuUinane,  born  March  23,  1934; 
provided,  however,  that  if  the  widow  remarries  the 
annuity  for  each  of  said  children  shaU  be  $520 
during  the  remainder  of  the  time  aforesaid,  the 
payments  to  date  from  February  4,  1946,  and  to  be 
charged  to  the  appropriation  for  Police  Depart- 
ment, Pensions  and  Annuities. 

3.  Report  on  petition  of  Eleanor  M.  Mullen(  re- 
ferred April  29)  to  be  paid  annuity  on  account  of 
death  of  her  husband,  Francis  I.  Mullen,  late 
member  of  Police  Department — recommending 
passage  of  accompanying  order: 

Ordered,  That  under  the  provisions  of  section  89 
of  chapter  32  of  the  General  Laws  an  annuity  of 
fifteen  hundred  and  twenty  dollars  be  allowed  and 
paid  to  Eleanor  M.  Mullen,  widow  of  Francis  I. 
Mullen,  a  member  of  the  Police  Department  who 
died  on  December  22,  1945,  on  account  of  injuries 
received  in  the  performance  of  his  duty;  said 
annuity  being  made  up  of  allowances  as  follows: 

For  the  widow,  Eleanor  M.  Mullen,  so  long  as 
she  remains  unmarried — $1,000  per  annum; 

For  each  of  the  following-named  children  during 
such  time  as  he  or  she  is  under  the  age  of  eighteen 
or  over  said  age  and  physically  or  mentally  in- 
capacitated from  earning — $260  per  annum: 

Eleanor  T.  MuUen,  born  April  25,  1931;  Louise 
A.  Mullen,  born  January  11,  1934; 
provided,  however,  that  if  the  widow  remarries 
the  annuity  for  each  of  said  children  shall  be  $520 
during  the  remainder  of  the  time  aforesaid;  ,the 
payments  to  date  from  December  22,  1945,  and 
to  be  charged  to  the  appropriation  for  Police  De- 
partment, Pensions  and  Annuities. 

The  report  was  accepted,  and  the  orders  were 
severaUy  passed. 


ANNUITY     TO     HOLDER     OF     CONGRES- 
SIONAL  MEDAL   OF   HONOR. 

Coun.  HANNON  and  SCANNELL  offered  the 
following : 

Ordered,  That  his  Honor  the  Mayor  be  re- 
quested to  consider  the  advisability  of  introducing 
legislation  into  Congress  which  will  insure  an 
annuity  of  $5,000  annually  to  the  holder  of  the 
Congressional  Medal  of  Honor. 

Coun.  HANNON — Mr.  President,  in  the  course 
of  the  next  two  weeks  the  city  is  going  to  pay 
due  tribute  and  homage  to  its  outstanding  heroes 
of  this  war  and  the  winner  of  the  Congressional 
Medal  of  Honor.  It  is  altogether  fitting  and 
proper  we  should  do  this.  Anything  we  do  for 
that  gentleman  is  picayune  compared  with  what 
he  has  done  for  us.  It  seems  to  me  a  peculiar 
situation  that  the  city  should  be  called  upon  to 
do  anything  for  a  gentleman  who  has  done  as 
much  as  he  has  done  for  our  government.  Here 
is  a  man  who  has  received  the  highest  honor  that 
this  government  can  give.  Yet,  what  does  the 
honor  amount  to?  This  man  is  not  assured  of 
his  livelihood.  He  is  not  assured  of  proper 
income.  I  think  legislation  should  be  passed  in 
the  Federal  Congress  which  would  insure  a  man 
receiving  this  honor  a  sufficient  income,  at  least 
$5,000  for  life,  so  that  he  might  live  in  the  condi- 
tion which  he  has  fought  so  hard  to  preserve  and 
to  make  enduring.  I  think  the  least  the  govern- 
ment can  do  is  give  these  holders  of  Congressional 
Medals  a  proper  and  sufficient  annuity.  Give 
them  $5,000  a  year.  No  matter  what  we  give 
them,  we  are  not  paying  back  what  they  have 
given  to  us.  It  seems  to  me  a  reflection  not  merely 
on  the  local  and  state  governments  but  on  the 
Federal  Government  if  a  man  who  has  so  con- 
ducted himself  in  military  warfare,  that  he  has 
earned  the  highest  award  of  this  government 
should  be  given  nothing  else.  I  think  altogether 
too  often  the  government  is  inclined  to  place  a 
medal  upon  the  breast  of  a  hero  and  then  forget 
him.     I    think    something    more   should   go    with 


that.  I  really  believe  with  every  medal  the 
government  gives  there  should  be  a  stipend  or 
annuity.  Certainly,  with  the  highest  award  that  ■ 
this  government  can  give  we  should  likewise  give 
some  assurance  that  the  recipient  of  that,  award 
can  live  in  peace  and  comfort  the  rest  of  his  life. 

Coun.  KINSELLA — Mr.  President,  will  the 
Chair  ask  the  clerk  to  read  the  order  again? 

(The  clerk  read  the  order.) 

Coun.  KINSELLA — -Some  while  back,  probably 
two  years  ago,  I  had  occasion  to  speak  on  the 
manner  in  which  the  government  honors  its  war 
heroes.  It  said  substantially  the  same  as  Councilor 
Hannon  just  said.  I  recall  a  conversation  I  had 
with  a  Congressional  Medal  of  Honor  holder, 
George  Hall  of  Stoneham,  who  died  lately,  on  the 
occasion  of  inviting  him  to  speak  for  a  fee  at  one 
of  our  fraternal  organization's  meetings  in  Charles- 
town.  At  that  time  he  had  been  employed  a  short 
while  in  the  Veterans'  Administration.  He 
accounted  himself  extremely  lucky.  During  the 
course  of  our  conversation  on  the  day  we  engaged 
his  services,  I  said  to  him,  "George,  you  are  a  hero 
now.  What  does  it  bring  you?"  He  said,  "$2  a 
month."  I  said,  "For  life  or  just  for  the  time  you 
were  in  the  service?"  I  forget  now  what  his 
answer  was.  I  do  not  know  whether  he  lost  the 
$2  when  discharged  from  the  service,  or  whether 
it  goes  on  for  life.  His  life  was  not  very  far  from 
ending  at  that  time,  I  think  it  is  the  shabbiest 
kind  of  treatment  possible.  They  will  single  out 
40  or  50  men  out  of  an  Army  and  Navy  of  13,500,- 

000  men  and  women  and  find  there  are  only  forty 
or  so  who  merit  the  highest  possible  award  within 
the  gift  of  Congress.  They  strike  off  what  they 
call  a  Congressional  Medal  of  Honor  and  award 
it  to  the  men  and  women  of  the  service  for  service 
above  and  beyond  the  call  of  duty  with  the  puny 
consideration  of  $2  a  month.  It  is  rather  a  little 
ironic  when  a  man  can  lose  an  arm  or  leg  or  without 
suffering  any  physical  injury  whatsoever  acquit 
himself  in  such  fashion  that  untold  thousands  of 
his  comrades  might  be  saved  as  a  result  of  his 
action.  Yet  a  grateful  democracy  can  be  guilty 
of  base  ingratitude  by  offering  him  either  $2  a 
month  or  what  would  be  more  to  their  credit, 
nothing  at  all.  They  should  not  stultify  the  award 
by  any  consideration  of  money.  I  am  heartily  in 
agreement  with  Councilor  Hannon.  If  these  men 
can  be  isolated  for  extraordinary  deeds  of  valor, 
they  can  be  isolated  for  special  privilege  and 
treatment  in  the  economic  phase  of  our  life, 
especially  when  they  have  been  deprived  of  a  limb 
or  of  any  vital  part  of  their  body  that  precludes 
the  possibility  of  making  a  normal  living  upon 
their  return  to  civilian  life.  I  think  $5,000  which 
is  roughly  $90  a  week  would  cover  the  compensating 
of  those  men  for  the  horrors  they  have  gone 
through  and  with  the  attendant  loss  of  a  limb.  I 
suggested  in  my  remarks  some  while  back  that 
they  have  a  graded  scale  of  monetary  consider- 
ation which  they  would  set  up  for  the  holders  of 
the  various  medals  or  stars  or  buttons.  Naturally, 
nothing  ever  came  of  it.  It  probably  did  not  get 
any  further  than  the  Mayor's  office.  I  saw 
McGillivary  marching  today  with  the  Ancient 
and  Honorable  Artillery.  I  would  like  to  make  a 
wager  with  somebody  here  on  a  friendly  basis  that 
of  the  couple  of  thousand  people  in  that  short 
stretch  of  School  street  there  probably  was  not 
10  per  cent  who  knew  who  that  young  one-armed 
fellow  was.  I  would  like  to  make  a  further 
friendly  wager  with  any  one  in  this  chamber  that 
prior  to  my  mentioning  George  HaU's  name  you 
would  have  some  difficulty  in  recaUing  his  name, 
had  I  not  mentioned  it.  Yet  he  was  the  other 
holder  of  the  medal  in  greater  Boston.  George 
Hall  is  dead.  So  are  the  hopes  and  aspirations  of 
many  millions  of  these  young  men,  altogether  too 
many  of  them.  The  streets  are  cluttered  today 
with  young  veterans  getting  $20  a  week.  It  is 
not  cigarette  money.  When  a  veteran  can  get 
only  $20  a  week  out  of  what  amounts  to  a  "charity 
fund" — I  hope  that  remark  is  properly  quoted,  I 
said  out  of  what  amounts  to  a  "charity  fund," — 

1  did  not  say  it  was  a  charity  fund — you  can 
hardly  expect  much  more  consideration  for  a  handi- 
capped veteran  whose  handicap  does  not  require 
constant  hospitalization.  George  Hall  could  make 
a  living.  He  had  to  make  it  by  means  of  having 
one  of  the  Congressional  Medals  of  Honor. 
McGiUivary  has  to  make  a  living.  But  if  it  were 
not  for  holding  the  highest  award  within  the  gift 
of  the  country,  he  would  be  one  of  the  13,500,000 
who  are  completely  forgotten  today.  I  do  not 
know  whether  it  is  the  fault  of  those  directly  in 
Washington  or  the  fault  of  the  American  people 
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as  a  body.  One  of  the  worst  traits  of  the  American 
people  is  their  capacity  for  mass  ingratitude. 
Everyone  here  knows — and  you  do  not,  Mr. 
President,  since  you  were  away  four  years  ago — 
you  could  not  open  your  month  in  criticism  of  the 
government's  many  derelictions  of  duty  of  which 
they  were  guilty  toward  the  people  in  the  armed 
services  without  being  branded  a  Fascist  or 
troublemaker  or  an  agitator  or  disseminator  of 
subversive  statements.  You  do  not  find  that 
condition  today.  They  do  not  care  now  what 
you  say.  The  war  has  been  won.  They  are 
made  secure  again.  Those  who  made  them  secure 
are  the  first  to  be  forgotten.  If  we  can  pick  out 
forty  or  a  hundred  or  two  hundred  out  of  13,000,000 
men  and  give  them  an  award  that  is  supposed  to 
mean  something,  we  can  give  them  a  proper  com- 
panion piece  which  is  nothing  more  or  less  than 
personal  economic  security.  It  is  a  small  return 
for  what  they  have  done.  It  is  not  so  much  that 
they  hold  the  medal.  It  is  the  fact  that  the 
thing  for  which  they  received  the  medal  might 
have  been  directly  responsible  for  thousands  of 
boys  returning  alive  as  well.  I  recall  a  story  they 
told  in  the  First  World  War  of  a  seaman  on  a 
merchant  ship  that  had  been  torpedoed.  He  dove 
overboard  as  the  ship  was  going  down  and  swam 
over  to  the  German  submarine.  Just  about  that 
time  an  American  destroyer  appeared  on  the 
horizon  and  the  sub  made  an  effort  to  crash,  this 
seaman  wedged  his  body  between  the  deck  of  the 
sub  and  the  closing  hatch,  causing  it  to  fill  and  sink, 
and  take  him  down  with  it.  Nobody  knows  the 
lives  that  man  saved  as  a  result  of  sending  to  its 
doom  another  German  U-boat.  Nobody  knows 
how  many  boys  are  back  here  today  because  of 
Hall  or  McGillivary.  Let  us  not  forget  them  in 
here  at  least  where  we  can  offer  them  some  sort 
of  lip  service,  if  nothing  else.  Let  us  further  any 
effort  to  give  them  the  security  they  have  richly 
earned.  I  hope  that  the  rule  is  suspended  and 
Councilor  Hannon's  order  is  passed. 

Coun.  SCANNELL — Mr.  President,  I  want  to 
congratulate  the  councilor  from  Ward  13  (Coun. 
Hannon)  in  regard  to  this  order.  I  have  an  order 
here  I  am  going  to  present  on  behalf  of  a  good 
friend  of  mine,  a  Congressional  Medal  of  Honor 
man.  He  is  the  only  one  in  the  City  of  Boston. 
Some  of  the  good  citizens  of  Boston  are  seeking  to 
buy  him  a  home  and  give  him  something  that  may 
make  him  comfortable  for  the  rest  of  his  days.  As 
the  gentleman  from  Charlestown  (Coun.  Kinsella) 
and  the  gentleman  from  Dorchester  (Coun. 
Hannon)  have  well  said,  there  is  nothing  too  much 
that  we  can  do  for  a  Congressional  Medal  of  Honor 
man,  a  man  who  has  made  the  sacrifice  that  he 
has  made,  that  other  men  in  his  outfit  may  have 
been  saved.  It  seems  to  me  about  a  couple  of 
years  ago  Mr.  McGillivary 's  brother-in-law  came 
to  me  and  asked  me  what  the  government  or  the 
state  was  going  to  do  for  a  Congressional  Medal  of 
Honor  man.  At  that  time  I  did  not  know.  To  my 
amazement  I  found  out  what  could  be  done  for  a 
Congressional  Medal  of  Honor  man.  I  was  told 
there  was  nothing  that  could  be  done  for  him.  He 
might  take  an  examination.  He  might  be  able  to 
pass.  He  would  get  just  what  a  veteran  or  a  dis- 
abled veteran  might  get.  It  is  the  only  thing  the 
state  and  the  country  offers  him,  veterans'  pref- 
erence on  civil  service.  It  is  a  sad  state  of  affairs 
when  a  man  who  has  been  so  gallant  for  the  people 
of  his  country  must  come  and,  as  you  might  say, 
ask  the  citizens  of  Boston  and  Massachusetts  for 
help.  This  man  fought  hard  and  lost  his  arm  in 
the  protection  of  his  men  and  the  people  of  the 
country.  I  have  been  trying  to  get  a  woman  in 
South  Boston  into  a  housing  project  for  the  past' 
eight  months.  She  has  two  children.  Her  hus- 
band was  killed  in  action.  Imagine  trying  to  get 
a  home  for  this  widow  with  two  children  and  being 
unable  to  do  it.  The  same  goes  for  McGillivary 
who  had  the  same  trouble  in  getting  into  a  Federal 
housing  project  here  about  18  months  ago.  It  is 
about  time  the  Congress  of  the  United  States 
should  do  something  about  this.  It  is  about  time 
the  City  of  Boston  woke  up  and  found  out  that  we 
have  a  Congressional  Medal  of  Honor  man  here 
and  do  something  for  him.  We  are  under  obliga- 
tion to  these  men.  We  owe  anything  that  we 
might  be  able  to  give  them.  I  am  going  to  present 
an  order  at  this  time  asking  the  Mayor  in  some  way, 
and  the  City  Council,  to  provide  some  funds  so  that 
we  may  make  a  Congressional  Medal  of  Honor 
man,  Charles  McGillivary,  realize  the  people  of 
the  city,  state  and  nation  appreciate  what  he  has 
done  for  them. 


Chairman  COOK — The  Chair  will  ask  the  coun- 
cilor to  hold  his  order  until  the  first  order  is  dis- 
posed of. 

Coun.  RUSSO — Speaking  on  the  motion,  Mr. 
President,  I  wish  to  concur  in  the  expression  of 
opinion  that  has  just  been  made.  Certainly  there 
is  nothing  too  good  we  can  do  as  a  great  nation  for 
any  one  of  these  Congressional  Medal  heroes  of 
the  war.  It  is  very  surprising  how  Congress  at  the 
present  time  has  not  taken  any  action  in  so  far  as 
making  secure  the  individual  who  has  won  this 
high  honor  is  concerned.  Certainly  he  must  have 
done  something  meritorious  in  order  to  have  been 
given  the  Congressional  Medal  of  Honor.  We  can 
see  every  week  that  passes  by  individuals  who  went 
out  in  order  to  make  our  way  of  life  secure  come 
back  and  find  themselves  in  the  9-20  Club.  The 
government  is  giving  out  at  the  present  time,  I 
believe,  close  to  $1,600,000  in  unemployment  com- 
pensation to  veterans.  They  have  been  in  all 
parts  of  the  world  in  order  to  make  democracy  safe. 
It  is  really  disheartening,  Mr.  President,  to  see  so 
many  of  these  young  men  who  have  come  back  and 
have  no  future  ahead  of  them.  They  are  merely 
looking  forward  to  the  9-20  Club.  When  that  is 
over,  they  do  not  know  what  is  going  to  happen. 
I  want  to  congratulate  Councilor  Hannon  in  pre- 
senting this  order.  I  feel  his  Honor  the  Mayor  as 
present  Congressman  of  the  Eleventh  Congres- 
sional District  should  present  an  order  and  enact 
legislation  in  the  nation  whereby  the  Federal 
Government  should  give  some  stipened  to  these 
individuals  in  order  to  make  sure  that  at  least  the 
rest  of  their  lives  they  will  be  secure.  Again,  I  re- 
iterate there  is  nothing  too  good  for  them.  I  hope 
that  the  order  will  pass  and  that  some  immediate 
action  willl  be  taken. 

The  order  was  passed  under  suspension  of  the 
rule. 


RECORDS     ISSUED     BY     REGISTRAR     OF 
BIRTHS,    DEATHS    AND    MARRIAGES. 

Coun.  HANNON  offered  the  following: 
Ordered,  That  his  Honor  the  Mayor  be  requested 
to  direct  the  Registrar  of  Births,  Deaths  and  Mar- 
riages to  use  banknote  paper  and  a  distinctive  type 
of  ink  for  all  records  issued  by  that  office,  in  order 
that  these  records  cannot  be  duplicated  or  changed 
Coun.  HANNON — Mr.  President,  a  few  weeks 
ago  in  the  Roxbury  District  Court  a  youngster  was 
arrested  on  a  minor  charge.  He  was  discovered  to 
be  under  the  influence  of  liquor.  Upon  investiga- 
tion this  boy  was  only  eighteen  years  of  age.  He 
said  he  had  altered  his  birth  certificate.  He  got 
his  birth  certificate  which  showed  his  age  to  be 
eighteen.  He  got  some  ink  eradicator  and  changed 
the  date  on  it.  He  went  in  and  purchased  liquor. 
When  the  clerk  in  good  faith  said  he  doubted  his 
age,  the  boy  presented  the  birth  certificate.  Of 
course,  to  the  boy  it  was  only  a  lark.  He  was  hav- 
ing a  great  time  being  a  big  shot  and  getting  a  few 
drinks.  But  that  prank  of  his  means  much  to  the 
proprietor  of  the  liquor  store.  We  have  already 
had  an  instance  out  there  of  a  boy  who  altered 
his  draft  registration  and  in  that  way  purchased 
liquor.  The  license  of  the  store  was  suspended  for 
a  week.  In  the  case  I  first  quoted  the  defendant 
was  found  not  guilty  of  selling  liquor  to  a  minor. 
Had  there  been  another  judge  on  that  case,  a 
judge  who  had  not  looked  beyond  the  surface  of 
the  facts,  that  man  might  be  found  guilty  and 
undoubtedly  his  license  would  have  been  suspended. 
I  think  a  birth  certificate  is  a  public  record  and  is 
something  that  should  be  semi-sacred.  It  is  some- 
thing that  cannot  be  easily  pointed  out.  On  in- 
quiry I  found  out  when  you  pay  for  your  birth 
certificate  it  is  given  to  you  on  banknote  paper, 
paper  on  which  erasures  cannot  be  made,  paper 
from  which  you  cannot  remove  the  ink  or  the 
figures.  If  you  are  given  a  free  birth  certificate, 
an  ordinary  card,  when  you  go  to  work  or  apply 
for  relief,  that  is  merely  written  in  ordinary  ink 
on  an  ordinary  card.  It  can  be  removed  by  ink 
remover.  It  can  be  written  on  by  someone  who 
wants  to  deface  it  and  use  it  for  an  evil  purpose. 
I  think,  for  the  sake  of  preserving  these  kids  who 
get  the  foolish  idea  they  might  want  a  drink  or  be 
big  shots  and  show  people  they  can  buy  liquor,  I 
think  in  order  to  keep  them  from  defacing  these 
birth  certificates,  in  order  to  keep  them  from 
altering  birth  records,  some  ways  and  means  should 
be  found  so  that  these  records  cannot  be  altered, 
or  at  least  so  that  the  alteration  will  be  difficult 
to  make,  so  that  it  might  easily  be  discernible  by 
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an  honest  clerk  looking  at  it.  A  clerk  who  does 
not  want  to  serve  liquor  to  a  minor  sometimes 
is  placed  in  an  embarrassing  position.  He  must 
find  fault  with  iln'  birth  record  or  endanger  and 
jeopardise  not  only  his  job  but  even  his  entire 
means  of  livelihood.  Many  limes  these  places 
are  closed  not  for  a  week  or  two,  but  permanently. 
This  fellow  had  been  buying  liquor  over  a  year. 
He  said  they  knew  him.  He  had  brought  in  the 
birth  certificate  once,  and  after  that  they  knew 
him.  This  fellow  boasted  how  much  he  could  buy 
and  consume.  I  think  we  should  make  it  difficult 
for  his  type  not  merely  to  jeopardize  his  own  life 
and  limb  but  to  jeopardize  the  means  of  liveli- 
hood of  responsible  citizens  who  might  be  op- 
erating a  legitimate  business. 

The  order  was  passed  under  suspension  of  the 
rule. 


REPORT   OF 
COMMITTEE   ON   APPROPRIATIONS. 

Coun.  McCORMACK,  for  the  Committee  on 
Appropriations,  submitted  the  following: 

Report  on  message  of  the  Mayor  and  order  (re- 
ferred May  27)  submitting  supplementary  budget 
of  $940,189.59 — that  same  ought  to  pass. 

The  report  was  accepted,  and  the  question  came 
on  the  passage  of  the  order. 

Coun.  BAYLEY — Mr.  Chairman,  as  a  member 
of  the  committee  I  dissented  and  do  dissent 
from  approval  of  this  appropriation.  I  first 
move  you,  sir,  that  $25,000  be  cut  out  of  the 
provision  under  the  Public  Works  Department, 
Sanitary  Service.  Mr.  Chairman,  we  were  inform- 
ed by  the  Public  Works  Commissioner  that  the 
reason  why  he  asked  $87,500  was  owing  to  the 
fact  that  a  new  contract  had  to  be  made  for  the 
final  nine  months  of  this  year  with  a  contractor 
who  is  in  charge  of  the  Brighton  district.  He 
informed  us  that  the  cost,  instead  of  being  $10,000 
per  month,  must  now  become  $17,000  per  month. 
The  contract  was  originally  only  for  three  months. 
The  new  contract  calls  for  $17,000,  or  an  increase 
of  $7,000  over  the  original  advice  of  $10,000. 
That  amounts  to  an  increase  of  $63,000.  Mr. 
Chairman,  it  is  due  to  the  fact  that  the  contractor 
can  no  longer  use  the  dump  which  he  had  formerly 
used  near  Brighton.  Instead,  he  must  take  his 
refuse  and  garbage  over  to  the  Coleman  dump 
in  South  Boston,  one  of  the  places  farthest  from 
Brighton.  This  question  of  dumping  and  where 
to  put  the  refuse  is  becoming  increasingly  difficult 
in  the  City  of  Boston,  as  was  pointed  out  in  the 
Finance  Commission's  report  sent  to  us  last  week. 
There  are  at  present  only  two  land  dumps  in  the 
City  of  Boston.  One,  I  believe,  is  in  Dorchester, 
and  the  other  is  in  South  Boston.  In  addition, 
there  is  a  dump  at  Spectable  Island  which  the 
city  uses.  Now,  Mr.  President,  this  city  is  getting, 
as  the  Finance  Commission  well  said  in  its  report 
to  us,  in  a  vicious  situation  in  respect  to  this 
particular  service.  The  next  step  is  to  erect  a 
number  of  incinerators  and  once  and  for  all  get 
the  city  out  of  the  grip  of  a  few  political  con- 
tractors. This  question  of  having  only  two  dumps 
comes  to  a  crisis  when  we  have  to  pay  an  increase 
of  $87,000  this  year.  Let  me  read  the  figures 
on  the  cost  of  refuse  collection  in  Brighton.  In 
1941  the  sum  was  only  $35,930.  By  1944  it  had 
gone  to  $84,000.  This  year  it  was  estimated 
at  $120,000.  The  percentage  of  increase  is 
233.9.  In  addition  to  that  tremendous  increase 
from  $35,000  to  $120,000,  we  are  now  asked  to 
appropriate  a  further  figure  of  $87,500.  It  will 
bring  the  whole  total  to  a  little  over  $200,000,  or 
almost  six  times  what  it  was  in  1941,  just  five 
years  ago.  Mr.  President,  that  is  a  tremendous 
increase  for  the  cost  of  refuse  collection.  It  has 
increased  nearly  six  times  in  five  years.  You 
can  see  what  will  happen  if  that  keeps  on  for  the 
next  five  or  ten  years.  The  reason  I  mention 
taking  off  the  sum  of  $25,000  is  that  it  is  in  addi- 
tion to  the  $63,000  which  is  necessary  for  the 
cost  of  taking,  as  the  contractor  and  the  Public 
Works  Commissioner  say,  taking  refuse  from 
Brighton  to  South  Boston  instead  of  the  old  dump 
near  Brighton.  There  is  also  a  charge  made  of 
S24,500  for  the  privilege  of  putting  it  on  a  dump. 
It  was  mentioned  in  the  hearings  before  the 
Appropriations  Committee  that  the  main  reason 
it  had  to  be  paid  was  that  it  cost  about  $25,000 
to  rake  it  after  it  is  put  on  the  dump.  I  quote 
from  the  Boston  Herald  of  May  30: 


"Disclosure  that  $3,500  a  month  for  seven 
months,  a  total  of  $24;500,  is  included  in  the 
supplemental  budget  to  pay  a  dump  owner  for 
raking  and  smoothing  rubbish  after  it  had  been 
deposited  on  the  dump  from  the  Brighton  area 
was  made  yesterday  at  a  City  Council  Appro- 
priations Committee  hearing." 

The  Globe  brings  out  the  fact  the  money  is  to  be 
used  for  the  privilege  of  dumping  and  not  for  the 
transportation,  but  for  the  dumping  so  the  con- 
tractor can  have  a  right  to  rake  it.  That  is  an 
unnecessary  expense.  A  new  dump  should  be 
found.  I  would  like  to  go  as  far  as  cutting  out 
the  entire  appropriation  of  $87,500.  I  do  feel 
if  we  allow  a  total  of  $03,000  that,  is  plenty.  The 
$25,000  given  to  a  contractor  for  the  privilege 
of  raking  it  on  his  dump  is  an  excess.  Mr.  Chair- 
man, I  move  $25,000  be  cut  from  the  Sanitary 
Service  of  the  Public  Works  Department  supple- 
mentary budget  appropriation  submitted  to  us. 

Chairman  COOK — You  move  that  $25,000  be 
struck  from  the  budget  in  the  Sanitary  Service 
Department. 

Coun.  CHASE — Mr.  Chairman,  speaking  on 
the  motion,  I  think  what  the  gentleman  from 
Ward  5  (Coun.  Bayley)  brought  out  only  bears 
out  my  contention  that  we  should  at  the  earliest 
opportunity  erect  incinerators  for  the  purpose  of 
doing  away  with  the  rubbish  instead  of  wasting 
the  taxpayers'  money.  These  contracts  are 
needless.  I  realize,  Mr.  Chairman,  in  the  event 
the  city  were  to  erect  incinerators  and  save  the 
taxpayers  a  million  dollars  annually,  that  the 
juicy  business  that  the  contractors  and  others  are 
enjoying  would  be  put  to  an  end.  Mr.  Chair- 
man, I  submit  to  you,  sir,  when  a  responsible 
body  like  the  Boston  Finance  Commission  has 
advocated  the  erection  of  incinerators  and  has 
stated  it  would  save  a  million  dollars  a  year  to  the 
taxpayers,  that  the  municipal  officers  should  do 
something  about  following  that  advice.  Either 
his  Honor  the  Mayor  should  endeavor  to  save 
that  $1,000,000,  or  else  to  my  way  of  thinking  he 
should  resign.  To  do  otherwise,  sir,  is  directly 
not  within  the  keeping  of  a  good  chief  executive. 
I  say,  sir,  there  is  something  funny  about  this 
business  in  the  event'  the  city  this  year  does  not 
follow  through  with  the  plans  drawn  last  year  and 
start  immediately  on  the  erection  of  an  incinerator. 
I  repeat,  to  me  it  looks  like  collusion  between  the 
municipal  authorities  and  the  contractors  when 
the  City  of  Boston  has  to  spend  a  million  dollars 
excessively. 

Coun.  FISH — Mr.  Chairman,  a  point  of  order. 
I  wonder  if  the  councilor  would  yield  for  a  question. 

Coun.  CHASE — I  do  not  care  to  yield.  I  think 
that  his  Honor  the  Mayor,  instead  of  coming  in 
with  appropriation  orders  amounting  to  $87,500 
for  Sanitary  Service,  should  try  to  cut  down  on 
that  service  instead  of  adding  to  it,  which  he  has 
done  on  all  the  departmental  budgets.  He  has 
given  us  a  budget  this  year  which  runs  over 
$5,000,000  over  last  year.  The  Sanitary  Service  is 
asking  more.  The  contractors  are  getting  juicier 
contracts.  His  Honor  the  Mayor  is  not  doing 
anything,  so  far  as  I  can  see,  to  cut  the  taxes.  I 
hope  that  he  will  wake  up  and  realize  there  is  more 
than  one  person  watching  his  actions  downstairs. 
Who  does  he  think  he  is  kidding?  I  trust  that  the 
Body  will  go  along  with  the  gentleman  from 
Ward  5  (Coun.  Bayley)  and  reduce  this  particular 
item  by  the  amount  of  $25,000. 

Coun.  HURLEY — Mr.  Chairman  and  members 
of  the  Council,  as  I  stated  last  week,  there  is 
nothing  constructive  going  on  in  this  Body  here. 
I  do  not  think  there  is  any  sense  in  the  talk  of  the 
gentleman  from  Ward  5  (Coun.  Bayley)  about 
striking  out  money  now  in  anticipation  of  building 
incinerators.  If  we  appropriated  the  money  today, 
the  people  in  Brighton  would  have  to  store  their 
garbage  and  refuse  in  their  cellars  until  the  incin- 
erators were  built,  if  we  did  not  have  the  money  to 
take  it  from  their  homes  now  and  deposit  it  in 
Dorchester,  Roxbury  or  South  Boston.  I  had  a 
talk  with  the  Mayor  about  this  thing  in  the  past 
week.  Of  course,  I  agree  there  should  be  in- 
cinerators built.  I  know  everyone  is  objecting  to 
dumps  in  his  district.  Of  course,  the  people  in 
Brighton  do  not  want  people  from  West  Roxbury 
bringing  their  garbage  in  there  and,  vice  versa,  the 
people  from  West  Roxbury  do  not  want  the 
Brighton  garbage  brought  over  there.  The  only 
equitable  way  to  do  this  is  to  erect  incinerators. 
Striking  out  that  item  today  will  not  help  the 
people  out  in  Brighton.  They  will  not  be  living 
in  a  very  safe,  healthy  or  sanitary  condition  if 
there  is  no  contractor  there  to  take  the  garbage 
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and  refuse  away  and  they  have  to  store  it  in  the 
cellar  or  in  their  yards  until  we  build  incinerators. 
I  think  it  is  foolish.  I  think  everyone  here  in  the 
Council  knows  that  in  time  we  will  have  to  build 
incinerators  in  certain  parts  of  Boston.  We  all 
agree  it  will  bring  down  the  cost  of  transportation. 
There  probably  will  not  be  any  labor  saving  in  the 
contracts.  The  refuse  will  have  to  be  rolled  out 
and  put  on  trucks  and  carried  to  its  destination, 
which  will  probably  be  much  nearer  than  it  is 
today.  But  it  is  rather  foolish  to  ask  us  now  in 
June  to  strike  out  an  item  of  the  budget  that  is  to 
take  care  of  something  within  the  next  six  months. 
I  think  you,  Mr.  Chairman,  and  the  members  of 
the  Council  realize  that  is  rather  a  silly  and  foolish 
thing  and  not  good  business.  I  think  the  councilor 
from  Ward  4  (Coun.  Chase)  has  something  on  the 
ball  in  regard  to  incinerators.  But  do  not  rush 
the  man  downstairs  right  now,  so  that  he  has  to 
have  plans  and  build  incinerators  next  week.  We 
had  the  same  thing  here  last  year,  Mr.  Chairman. 
We  had  ample  time.  If  the  Mayor  of  Boston  at 
that  time  had  gone  through  with  his  plans  there 
would  be  no  need  for  coming  in  here  today  and 
arguing  about  refuse  in  Brighton  or  Dorchester  or 
Roxbury.  I  think  incineration  is  the  modern  way 
of  disposing  of  garbage  and  refuse.  Modern 
cities  have  it.  Inland  cities  have  to  have  it.  Of 
course,  on  the  seashore  of  Boston,  where  we  have 
places  to  dump  it,  and  there  is  so  much  land  they 
can  use,  it  is  easy.  But  in  Boston  we  are  coming 
to  it,  too.  We  will  have  to  get  modern  incinera- 
tors. Why  all  the  rush  today?  It  is  merely  a 
knock  at  the  man  downstairs.  It  is  his  idea  to 
modernize  and  make  Boston  an  efficient  city.  He 
has  proven  it.  If  any  councilor  has  driven  by  the 
big  Public  Works  Department  on  Albany  street 
this  year,  he  would  be  proud  to  see  the  conditions 
up  there  today.  There  is  no  more  piling  up  of 
trucks  and  equipment  with  loads  of  garbage  on 
them  dropped  in  there  last  year  and  left  loaded 
because  they  could  not  repair  them.  The  Mayor 
of  Boston,  speaking  to  me,  said  that  the  big 
transportation  companies  in  Boston  could  never 
have  a  thing  like  that  happen.  They  did  not  have 
loads  of  equipment  tied  up.  They  were  getting 
them  fixed  up.  He  said,  "  I  have  a  man  there  now, 
an  efficient  man  who  has  been  doing  that  job  for 
the  United  States  Army.  I  know  we  are  going  to 
do  a  good  job  and  have  all  the  equipment  rolling  at 
a  minimum  cost."  Yes,  he  spoke  about  incinera- 
tors. He  has  the  same  view  I  have  and  the 
gentleman  from  Ward  4  (Coun.  Chase)  has.  We 
will  get  incinerators.  I  think  that  is  the  one  thing 
on  his  mind  today — to  get  it  completed.  But  of 
course  last  year,  when  Kerrigan  was  Mayor  of 
Boston,  or  supposed  to  be,  there  was  mismanage- 
ment, and  of  course  the  gentlemen  here  were  with 
him.  They  were  his  sponsors.  They  were  his 
backers,  his  advisers.  We  did  not  cry  and  holler 
and  screech  last  year  because  Kerrigan  was  making 
a  mess  out  of  the  City  of  Boston.  We  were 
charitable  toward  the  man  here.  We  knew  of  it. 
They  had  rfiade  a  mistake  and  did  not  want  to 
admit  it.  This  year  there  is  a  man  named  Curley 
downstairs.  Of  course,  everything  he  does  is 
wrong.  Mind  you,  Mr.  Chairman,  I  was  not  with 
Mr.  Curley,  either.  I  was  with  Arthur  Reilly.  I 
was  hoping  he  would  win  the  fight  for  Mayor  of 
Boston. 

Coun.  BAYLEY— Mr.  Chairman. 

Chairman  COOK — For  what  purpose  does  the 
gentleman  rise?  ,  . 

Coun.  BAYLEY— Is  the  gentleman  speaking 
on  the  question?  . 

Chairman  COOK— Are  you  stating  a  point  of 
order?  ,  . 

Coun.  BAYLEY— Yes.  Has  he  been  speaking 
on  the  question  in  the  last  minute? 

Chairman  COOK— The  Chair  thinks  the  point 
of  order  is  not  well  taken,  but  will  ask  the  councilor 
to  stick  a  little  more  closely  to  the  subject  at 
hand.  „,      ™    • 

Coun.  HURLEY— I  am  sorry,  Mr.  Chairman. 
I  will  stick  to  the  question  at  hand.  If  I  have 
strayed,  I  am  sorry.  I  expected  that  the  gentle- 
man from  Ward  5  (Coun.  Bayley)  would  question 
something  during  the  afternoon.  He  has  asked 
lots  of  silly  questions.  If  I  were  satisfied,  Mr. 
Chairman,  that  the  Mayor  of  Boston  is  very 
anxious  to  modernize  and  give  us  an  efficient 
administration,  I  would  go  along  with  him,  but 
it  saems  up  here  there  is  just  a  small  group  pot 
shooting.  What  I  was  trying  to  bring  out,  talking 
about  the  past  administration,  Mr.  President,  was 
that  we  appropriated  $30,000  for  plans  and 
specifications  for  this  particular  incinerator.      Ine 


site  was  selected.  It  was  in  my  district  on 
Southampton  street.  They  had  a  party  which 
went  down  to  Atlanta,  Georgia.  The  Council  had 
a  short  trip  on  their  expense.  They  rode  down  to 
Providence,  Rhode  Island,  and  inspected  an 
incinerator.  But  not  one  word  was  heard  on  the 
$30,000  that  was  given  to  Mayor  Kerrigan  early 
in  his  administration.  Not  one  report  came  back 
and  not  one  councilor,  not  even  the  man  from  the 
Back  Bay  asked  for  a  report.  But  Kerrigan  was 
Mayor.  Everything  was  all  right.  Then  during 
the  height  of  the  campaign  we  had  all  sorts  of 
propaganda  and  publicity  telling  the  people  of 
Boston  how  fortunate  they  were  in  having  this 
mental  giant  as  Mayor  because  we  were  going  to 
modernize  the  city.  We  were  going  to  have  an 
elaborate  modern  incinerator  and  all  the  troubles 
of  Boston  were  over.  But  it  went  along.  The 
contest  rolled  along.  Then  we  had  another  order 
come  in.  They  wanted  only  $2,500  this  time  to 
supplement  the  $30,000.  They  wanted  to  make 
sure  that  this  mammoth  structure  to  beautify  the 
city,  this  piece  of  architecture  that  was  going  to 
cure  all  in  the  sanitation  and  collection  of  garbage 
and  refuse,  they  wanted  to  make  sure  that  this 
ground  would  hold  this  monstrous  structure.  We 
thought  it  was  a  good  idea,  now  that  they  had  the 
plans  and  so  forth,  to  give  them  $2,500,  and  let 
them  go  forward.  The  first  word  I  have  heard  in 
this  chamber  about  an  incinerator  and  about  the 
plans  for  the  incinerator  or  the  report  of  the 
board  was  the  criticism  of  the  man  from  the  Back 
Bay.  I  do  not  think  it  was  justified,  knowing  his 
closeness  morning,  noon  and  night  with  Kerrigan, 
advising  him  and  helping  him.  Mr.  Chairman,  do 
not  be  rushed  through.  I  advise  the  members  of 
the  Boston  City  Council  to  let  this  stay  in  the 
■  budget  for  the  people  of  Brighton.  If  it  were 
pertaining  to  my  district,  I  know  that  the  men 
in  Brighton  would  be  up  here  helping  me  to  get 
my  district  cleaned  out. ' 

Coun.  RUSSO — Mr.  Chairman,  I  have  always 
been  open-minded,  when  it  came  to  sanitary 
service,  and  I  would  not  deduct  one  penny  if  it 
meant  the  safety  and  health  of  the  people  of  the 
City  of  Boston.  I  have  only  one  thing  in  mind. 
A  few  short  weeks  ago  we  passed  the  original 
budget.  The  Council  approved  and  passed  it. 
A  few  weeks  later  we  are  confronted  with  a  sup- 
plementary budget  of  $940,189.50.  I  would  like 
to  find  out,  Mr.  Chairman,  where  all  these  items 
were  at  the  time  the  budget  was  drawn.  Why 
wasn't  it  put  in  the  budget  at  that  time? 

Coun.  HURLEY — Mr.  Chairman,  I  think  I  can 
help  by  answering  that  question  if  he  would  care 
to  have  it  answered. 

Coun.  HANNON — Mr.  Chairman,  a  point  of 
order.  The  question  before  us,  Mr.  Chairman,  is 
the  elimination  of  the  $25,000  item.  It  is  not  a 
question  of  amounts  in  the  budget.  You  have  one 
specific  item. 

Chairman  COOK— The  Chan-  will  rule  that  the 
councilor  will  confine  the  discussion  to  the  elimin- 
ation of  the  $25,000,  Councilor  Bayley's  motion. 

Coun.  RUSSO— Mr.  President. 

Coun.  HURLEY— Mr.  Chairman,  will  the 
gentleman  yield? 

Chairman  COOK — Does  the  gentleman  yield? 

Coun.  RUSSO— Before  I  yield,  Mr.  Chairman, 
I  would  like  to  find  out  through  you  if  the  gentle- 
man who  is  willing  to  give  me  the  information  is  a 
member  of  the  Committee  on  Appropriations? 

Coun.  HURLEY — No.  But  I  know  the  answer 
to  the  question  which  he  wants. 

Coun.  RUSSO — I  am  coming  to  that,  Mr.  Chair- 
man. First  I  would  like  some  member  of  the 
Committee  on  Appropriations  to  answer  the 
question  which  I  am  about  to  ask.  If  then  there 
is  not  any  answer,  I  would  ask  the  councilor  from 
Ward  8  (Coun.  Hurley)  for  any  information  he 
may  have  to  enlighten  me. 

Chairman  COOK — Does  the  councilor  yield 
now? 

Coun.  RUSSO — Not  at  the  present  time,  sir. 

Chairman  COOK — Does  the  councilor  yield  to 
any  member  of  the  Committee  on  Appropriations? 

Coun.  RUSSO — I  would  like  to  find  out  from 
any  member  of  the  Committee  on  Appropriations 
how  much 

Coun.  KINSELLA — Mr.  Chairman,  a  point  of 
order. 

Chairman  COOK— State  your  point  of  order. 

Coun.  KINSELLA — In  the  interest  of  brevity, 
I  would  like  to  say  this,  I  would  like  the  Chair  to 
rule  that  no  member  of  the  committee  or  the 
Council  is  capable  of  explaining  to  the  councilor 
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why  any  item  does  not  or  did  not  appear  in  the 
original  budget.  That  is  for  the  department 
heads  and  for  the  Mayor  to  answer. 

Chairman  COOK — -I  am  sorry.  The  Chair 
cannot  rule  that  way.  It  is  argumentative.  The 
Chair  rules  it  is  not  a  point  of  order. 

Coun.  FISH  —  Mr.  Chairman. 

Chairman  COOK — Are  you  on  the  Committee 
on  Appropriations? 

Coun.  FISH — Yes,  Mr.  Chairman.  Will  you 
have  him  ask  the  question  again? 

Chairman  COOK — Do  you  yield  to  Councilor 
Fish,  Councilor  Russo? 

Coun.  RUSSO — Yes,  Mr.  Chairman,  if  he  can 
give  me  some  information.  I  would  like  to  find 
out  from  the  Committee  on  Appropriations  why 
this  appropriation  was  not  put  on  the  original 
budget. 

Coun.  FISH — Mr.  Chairman,  my  understanding 
is  the  Brighton  dump  was  available  at  the  first  of 
he  year.  Sufficient  money  apparently  was 
appropriated  for  it.  The  Brighton  dump  has 
since  become  unavailable.  There  was  a  necessary 
expense  of  hauling  the  refuse  across  the  entire 
City  Proper  over  to  South  Boston. 

Coun.  RUSSO — If  I  may  ask  through  you, 
when  did  the  dumping  facility  become  unavailable 
for  the  Brighton  section?  When  was  the  termi- 
nation of  the  lease? 

Coun.  FISH — Mr.  Chairman,  I  am  not  a  lawyer. 
I  am  not  quite  as  inquisitive  as  the  councilor  from 
Ward  3  (Coun.  Russo).  I  was  very  well  satisfied 
with  the  explanation  given  by  the  Public  Works 
Commissioner.  He  satisfied  me,  and  I  think  he 
satisfied  the  committee  that  the  money  was 
necessary  to  haul  this  garbage  and  refuse. 

Coun.  RUSSO — Mr.  Chairman,  of  course  I 
respect  my  colleague's  opinion.  I  want  him  or 
anyone  else  here  strictly  to  understand  in  so  far 
as  my  questions  are  concerned,  I  am  not  directing 
them  to  any  one  individual  or  because  I  have 
some  axe  to  grind.  I  am  trying  to  find  out  only 
if  he  is  satisfied  with  the  information  given.  I  was 
wondering  only  if  the  committee  asked  that  ques- 
tion or  asked  for  that  information. 

Coun.  FISH — Briefly,  the  answer  is  —  perfectly. 

Coun.  BAYLEY — Councilor  Fish  speaks  for 
himself,  but  not  for  all  the  members  of  the  com- 
mittee. 

Chairman  COOK — The  councilor  is  out  of  order. 

Coun.  FISH — I  never  proposed  to  speak  for 
them. 

Chairman  COOK — The  Council  will  be  in  order. 

Coun.  RUSSO — Mr.  Chairman,  as  I  said  before, 
I  do  not  want  to  cut  out  a  dime  if  I  can  see  my 
way  clear,  when  it  comes  to  our  Sanitary  Depart- 
ment. I  believe  I  have  done  it  time  and  time 
again.  I  am  trying  to  get  information.  If  anyone 
has  it,  I  would  be  glad  to  listen.  I  am  trying  to 
find  out  why  this  $87,500  now  on  a  supplementary 
budget  is  before  us  when  it  is  only  a  short  time 
ago  that  we  passed  a  budget.  Why  was  it  not 
included?  Is  it  an  oversight?  Is  it  something 
new?  Is  it  something  they  did  not  foresee?  I 
would  like  to  find  out,  Mr.  Chairman. 

Coun.  FISH — Mr.  Chairman,  the  best  answer 
that  I  can  give  you  on  that 

Chairman  COOK — Just  a  moment.  Does  the 
councilor  yield? 

Coun.  RUSSO — I  do  not  yield  at  the  present 
time. 

Coun.  FISH — You  do  not  care  for  an  answer. 

Chairman  COOK — The  councilor  does  not 
yield. 

Coun.  RUSSO— Mr.  Chairman,  I  believe  the 
gentleman   should   speak   when   he   is   recognized. 

Coun.  KINSELLA — Mr.  Chairman,  I  rise  to 
offer  some  answer  to  the  councilor  if  he  will  yield. 

Coun.  RUSSO — I  would  be  glad  to  yield  for 
any  information  which  would  enlighten  me. 

Coun.  KINSELLA — The  original  question,  as 
I  understood  it,  was 

Chairman  COOK — Just  a  minute.  Have  you 
yielded? 

Coun.  RUSSO — I  yield  for  any  information 
that  they  can  give  me  in  so  far  as  this  supplemental 
budget  is  concerned  as  to  the  Sanitary  Division. 

Coun.  KINSELLA — Mr.  Chairman,  for  Coun- 
cilor Russo's  information  I  would  remind  him 
that  this  budget  was  made  up  by  former  Mayor 
Kerrigan.  Contrary  to  the  practice  and  habit 
over  the  years,  Mayor  Kerrigan  refused  to  consult 
with  the  winner  of  the  November  election  in  the 
matter  of  budget  items,  which  is  the  custom.  So 
that  the  budget  we  passed  in  April  was  not  Mayor 
Curley's  budget.  It  was  John  E.  Kerrigan's 
budget.     Any  derelictions  in   the  budget  are  un- 


questionably being  made  up  now.  I  think  the 
Council  will  accept  that.  It  was  not  Mayor 
Curley's  budget  any  more  than  the  budget  last 
year  was  Mayor  Kerrigan's.  It  was  Maurice 
Tobin's  last  budget.  This  year  it  is  Mayor  Ker- 
rigan's budget,  being  carried  out  by  Mayor  Curley. 
Now  Councilor  Russo  knows  that. 

Coun.  RUSSO — Mr.  Chairman,  of  course  I  am 
sorry  to  say  I  have  not  had  the  information  I 
would  like  to  have  in  so  far  as  that  is  concerned. 
Mr.  Chairman,  I  agree  it  is  the  budget  formulated 
by  the  previous  Mayor.  However,  I  believe  that 
the  present  Mayor  at  the  present  time  is  the  one 
who  sent  this  budget  in  to  us  for  approval.  There- 
fore, he  must  have  gone  over  it.  It  must  have  had 
his  approval.  I  do  not  see  any  reason  why  any 
one  should  pass  the  buck  to  anyone  else.  I  am 
only  trying  to  find  out,  trying  to  make  up  my  mind 
whether  or  not  the  supplementary  budget  appro- 
priation on  the  Sanitary  Division  was  something 
which  was  not  foreseen  when  the  budget  was  sent 
to  us.  I  would  like  to  make  up  my  mind  whether 
I  should  vote  for  the  deduction  of  $25,000  on  the 
$87,000  or  let  it  stay  in.  I  haven't  the  information, 
Mr.  Chairman.  It  is  very  fine  for  any  councilor  to 
say  he  has  sufficient  information  and  is  satisfied. 
In  so  far  as  his  opinion  is  concerned,  I  agree  he 
has  the  right  to  feel  that  way.  Neither  do  I  think 
I  ought  to  be  criticized  by  anyone  for  not  agreeing 
with  the  gentleman  but  trying  to  get  information 
to  which  I  am  entitled.  There  are  other  items  here 
on  the  budget,  Mr.  President,  which  I  would  like 
to  discuss  as  we  go  along.  I  would  like  to  be 
placed  in  a  position  to  know  when  the  contracts 
did  terminate,  if  anyone  can  enlighten  me.  I  do 
not  know  for  how  long  the  budget  was  drawn.  I 
understand  there  is  about  $120,000  on  .this  partic- 
ular item  on  the  regular  budget.  I  would  like  to 
give  the  people  of  Brighton  and  the  entire  city 
everything  they  are  entitled  to.  Am  I  going  to 
be  accused  of  trying  to  grind  an  axe  with  some  one 
just  because  I  am  trying  to  get  information  to 
which  I  am  entitled?  Mr.  Chairman,  I  would 
like  to  find  out  from  any  member  of  the  committee 
if  they  can  enlighten  me  as  to  why  they  are  asking 
$87,500  on  a  supplemental  budget  for  the  Sanitary 
Division  in  the  Brighton  section.  What  has 
brought  it  about? 

Coun.  FISH — Mr.  Chairman,  maybe  he  would 
like  an  answer  from  the  Public  Works  Commis- 
sioner. 

Chairman    COOK — Does    the    councilor    yield? 

Coun.  RUSSO — I  yield  for  any  information 
that  would  enlighten  me. 

Coun.  FISH — Reading  from  Appropriation 
Committee  report  as  follows: 

Chairman  FISH — Will  you  explain  the 
$87,500? 

"Mr.  CURLEY— Take  the  item  of  $63,000. 
We  let  a  contract  for  three  months  for  the  dis- 
posal of  refuse  in  the  Brighton  district.  It  cost 
§10,000  per  month  for  three  months.  In  our 
budget  we  estimate  $10,000  each  month  for 
twelve  months.  At  the  first  of  April  the  con- 
tractor lost  his  dump.  That  meant  we  had 
to  go  into  new  negotiations  to  remove  garbage. 
We  put  him  on  a  day  labor  basis  for  a  month  to 
find  out  the  actual  cost  of  taking  garbage  from 
the  Brighton  district.  He  had  to  go  way  over 
to  South  Boston  on  the  Mile  Road  dump.  After 
negotiations  we  arrived  at  a  total  of  $17,000  per 
month.  That  is  nine  months.  I  am  asking  nine 
times  seven,  which  is  $63,000  for  that  item  in 
excess  of  the  $10,000." 

If  you  care  to  have  me  continue,  I  can  read 
further.  Incidentally,  may  I  inject  here  that 
the  contractor  never  had  the  privilege  of  dump- 
ing in  Boston?  It  was  in  Watertown.  The 
Watertown  officials  closed  the  dump  on  him. 

Coun.  RUSSO — I  would  like  to  find  out  if  on 
the  original  contract  the  same  contractor  that 
had  the  dump  at  that  time  when  the  contract 
was  written  and  given  out,  if  it  included  the 
dumping  of  garbage  and  refuse. 

Coun.  FISH — I  assume  the  contract  made  with 
the  Public  Works  Department  was  a  complete 
contract. 

Coun.  RUSSO — Assuming  it  is  so,  and  I  do 
not  know  who  the  contractor  is,  and  I  do  not 
care,  isn't  it  fair  that  the  contractor  ought  to 
live  up  to  his  contract?  Why  should  the  city  be 
made  to  suffer? 

Coun.  FISH — In  answer  to  that,  Mr.  Chair- 
man, it  is  an  obligation  on  the  city  to  provide  the 
dumping  for  the  contractors. 

Coun.  RUSSO — Mr.  Chairman,  realizing  that 
naturally   there   is   an    obligation   on    the   part   of 
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the  city  to  see  that  refuse  and  garbage  is  picked 
up  by  the  city,  I  am  trying  to  arrive  at  whether 
or  not  there  is  an  obligation  on  the  part  of  the 
contractor  who  has  the  contract  with  the  city 
to  provide  the  dump. 

Coun.  FISH — That  is  the  final  question.  You 
know  a  contract  is  a  contract.  Two  parties  are 
involved.  Each  party  has  to  live  up  to  its  agree- 
ment. Otherwise,  the  contract  is  broken.  It  is 
not  the  responsibility  of  the  contractor  when  he 
loses  a  dump.  It  is  specifically  in  the  contract 
that  if  he  loses  his  dump  the  contract  is  broken. 
He  goes  into  a  new  contract,  or  it  is  stated  in 
his  present  contract  the  city  must  provide  it.  I 
think  that  explains  enough  for  anyone  in  the 
room  to  understand. 

Coun.  RUSSO— Mr.  President,  it  might  be 
sufficient  information  for  anyone  in  the  room. 
Perhaps  it  is  not  sufficient  for  me. 

Coun.  BAYLEY — Mr.  Chairman,  talking  on 
the  motion,  first  I  would  like  to  answer  the  gentle- 
man from  Ward  2  (Coun.  Kinsella)  by  quoting 
from  the  Mayor's  message,  February  4,  1946, 
page  48  of  the  Council  Minutes.  Mayor  Curley 
says  because  of  the  pressure  of  business  naturally 
attendant  upon  opening  a  new  administration  it 
was  impossible  to  complete  a  review  of  budget 
estimates  submitted  by  the  department  officials 
for  the  activities  of  the  current  year.  He  then 
submitted  the  lump  sum  budget  recommenda- 
tions of  the  city  and  county  departments.  On 
February  25,  when  the  real  budget  came  in,  the 
Mayor  made  statements  to  the  press  whereas 
the  budget  had  increased  $12,000,000,  he  had  been 
able  to  cut  it  $7,000,000  to  $5,000,000.  If  the 
gentleman  from  Ward  2  (Coun.  Kinsella)  will 
read  page  80,  he  will  see  where  Mayor  Curley 
takes  pride  in  submitting  the  budget  which  he 
did.  The  present  Mayor  of  Boston  submitted 
the  budget. 

Coun.  KINSELLA— Will  the  gentleman  yield? 

Coun.  BAYLEY— Yes. 

Coun.  KINSELLA— Was  this  budget  $5,000,000 
less? 

Coun.  BAYLEY — Five  million  more  than  last 
year.  It  was  still  $5,000,000  over  last  year. 
If  this  is  added,  it  will  be  $6,000,000  more. 

Coun.  FISH — Mr.  Chairman,  will  the  gentle- 
man yield  for  a  question? 

Coun.  BAYLEY — No.  I  have  some  other 
matters  I  want  to  take  up  on  the  budget.  I 
would  like  to  point  out  there  are  seven  coun- 
cilors absent  here  today  on  this  matter  of  spend- 
ing $940,000  of  the  taxpayers'  money.  This 
may  add  to  the  tax  rate  for  1946.  It  must  be 
fully  considered  by  all  the  members  of  the  Council. 
Yet  seven  members  art  absent.  It  is  a  question 
if  we  want  a  full  and  fair  discussion  and  a  fair 
decision  by  all  the  members  of  the  Council.  The 
vote  in  the  committee  was  3  to  1.  Only  three 
members  voted  to  report  it  favorably.  Only 
four  were  on  hand  to  vote.  The  three  were  a 
minority  of  the  seven  members  and  recommended 
the  passage  of  the  budget.  One  member  of  the 
committee,  myself,  did  not.  Three  did  not  par- 
ticipate in  the  voting.  Two  members  did  not 
hear  any  of  the  evidence.  Now,  Mr.  Chairman, 
rather  than  go  on  with  the  argument,  I  am  going 
to  withdraw  my  motion,  cutting  $25  000  from  the 
supplementary  budget,  in  order  tnat  we  may 
study  the  blue  book  and  get  the  information 
asked  for,  which  the  councilor  from  Ward  3  (Coun. 
Russo)  has  every  right  to  know.  I  withdraw 
my  other  motion,  and  I  move  the  supplementary 
budget  be  laid  on  the  table  for  one  week. 

Coun.  SULLIVAN— I  object. 


President  KELLY  in  the  chair. 


President  KELLY — The  first  question  is  on  ask- 
ing unanimous  consent  to  withdraw  the  motion. 
Is  there  any  objection? 

Coun.  SULLIVAN— I  object. 

President  KELLY— There  is  objection.  The 
question  now  is  on  reducing  the  Sanitary  Division 
appropriation  by  $25,000.  It  is  not  a  vote.  Coun- 
cilor Bayley  doubts  the  vote  and  asks  for  a  roll 
call.  He  has  the  necessary  support.  The  clerk 
will  call  the  roll. 

The  roll  was  called,  and  the  motion  to  reduce  the 
appropriation  by  $25,000  was  lost,  yeas  2,  nays  11: 

Yeas — Coun.  Bayley,  Chase — 2. 

Nays — Coun.  Bryan,  Fish,  Hannon,  Hurley, 
Keenan,  Kelly,  Kinsella,  Lane,  Moriarty,  Russo, 
Sullivan — 11. 

Coun.  SULLIVAN— Mr.  President,  I  move  the 
previous  question. 


President  KELLY — Councilor  Sullivan  moves 
the  previous  question.  There  is  no  debate. 
Coun.  BAYLEY— Mr.  President. 
President  KELLY — It  is  a  vote,  and  so  ordered. 
Councilor  Bayley  doubts  the  vote  and  asks  for  a 
roll  call.  He  has  the  necessary  support.  The  clerk 
will  call  the  roll. 

The  roll  was  called,  and  the  motion  for  the  pre- 
vious question  was  carried,  yeas  12,  nays  3: 

Yeas — Coun.  Bryan,  Cantwell,  Cook,  Fish, 
Hurley,  Keenan,  Kelly,  Kinsella,  Lane,  McCor- 
mack,  Scannell,  Sullivan — 12. 

Nays — Coun.  Bayley,  Chase,  Russo — 3. 
President  KELLY — The  question  comes  on  the 
passage  of  the  supplementary  budget.     The  clerk 
will  call  the  roll.    There  is  no  debate. 

Coun.  RUSSO— Mr.  President,  a  point  of  in- 
formation. 

President  KELLY — There  is  no  debate.  A  point 
of  information  is  out  of  order. 

Coun.  CHASE — Mr.  President,  a  point  of  order. 
As  I  undei  stand  it,  the  previous  question  was 
moved  on  the  motion  to  cut. 

President  KELLY — That  motion  was  defeated. 
The   previous  question  is  on   the   main  question. 
There  is  no  debate.    The  clerk  will  call  the  roll. 
Coun.  RUSSO — Mr.  President,  a  point  of  order. 
Coun.  FISH— Mr.  President. 
President  KELLY — The  Chair  recognizes  Coun- 
cilor Russo  on  a  point  of  order. 

Coun.  RUSSO — Mr.  President,  my  point  of  order 
is  does  the  previous  question  cut  off  everything 
so  far  as  the  supplementary  budget  is  concerned, 
so  that  we  are  not  supposed  to  have  any  information 
whatsoever? 

President  KELLY — That  is  what  the  previous 
question  does.     The  clerk  will  call  the  roll. 

The  roll  was  called,  and  the  supplementary  bud- 
get was  passed,  yeas  14,  nays  3: 

Yeas— Coun.  Bryan,  Cantwell,  Cook,  Fish, 
Hannon,  Hurley,  Keenan,  Kelly,  Kinsella,  Lane, 
McCormack,  Moriarty,  Scannell,  Sullivan — 14. 
Nays — Coun.  Bayley,  Chase,  Russo — 3. 
Coun.  CHASE — Mr.  President,  I  move  re- 
consideration. Speaking  on  the  motion,  Mr.  Presi- 
dent, I  see  no  reason,  sir,  why  this  matter 

Coun.  SCANNELL — Mr.  President,  a  point  of 
order.    Are  we  to  take  a  vote  on  reconsideration? 

President  KELLY — He  can  talk  on  reconsider- 
ation. 

Coun.  CHASE — Mr.  President,  I  see  no  reason 
why  this  matter  should  be  cut  short.  I  think  a 
matter  involving  almost  a  million  dollars  should  be 
subject  to  free  debate.  It  is  customary,  sir,  in  this 
Body  where  we  have  always  enjoyed  free  debate. 
I  am  rather  surprised  that  the  matter  was  cut 
short  and  steam-rollered  through.  It  has  been 
asked  what  has  become  of  the  $30,000  appro- 
priated last  year  for  plans  for  an  incinerator.  The 
Finance  Commission  states  that  $24,000  was  spent 
in  the  drawing  of  plans  for  an  incinerator.  The 
Finance  Commission  concludes,  "Therefore,  what 
was  intended  to  be  the  No.  1  postwar  project,  a 
big  incinerator  which  would  conceivably  save  the 
city  hundreds  of  thousands  of  dollars,  thus  appears 
to  be  definitely  sidetracked."  The  report  further 
says,  "  It  may  be  significant  in  this  situation  that 
the  contractor  who  has  had  a  monopoly  for  25 
years  for  disposal  of  refuse  from  the  central  area 
at  Spectacle  Island  is  now  renewing  his  equipment 
although  his  present  contract  expires  on  December 
31,  1946.  Apparently  he  is  not  anticipating  that  his 
lucrative  business  with  the  city  is  soon  to  come  to 
an  end." 

Coun.  KINSELLA — Mr.  President,  a  point  of 
information.  Will  the  clerk  read  just  what  is  being 
discussed? 

President  KELLY — Does  Councilor  Chase  yield 
to  a  point  of  information? 
Coun.  CHASE— I  do  not. 

Coun.  KINSELLA— Mr.  President,  a  point  of 
order.  Since  reconsideration  is  an  offshoot  of  the 
previous  question  and  the  previous  question  is  not 
debatable,  I  would  like  the  Chair  to  rule  that 
debate  on  reconsideration  is  out  of  order. 

President  KELLY — Reconsideration  is  in  order 
on  the  passage  of  an  order. 

Coun.  CHASE — Mr.  President — "It  may  be 
significant  in  this  situation  that  the  contractor 
who  has  had  a  monopoly  for  25  years  for  disposal 
of  refuse  from  the  central  area  at  Spectacle  Island 
is  now  renewing  his  equipment,  though  his  present 
contract  expires  on  December  31,  1946. 
Apparently  he  is  not  anticipating  that  his  lucra- 
tive business  with  the  city  is  soon  to  come  to  an 
end."     I  repeat,  sir,  that  all  through  this  report 
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there  clearly  is  evidence  thai  in  the  opinion  of  the 
Finance  Commission  there  is  collusion  between  the 
city  government  and  the  contractors,  and  that  the 
city  is  being  looted  to  the  tune  of  a  million  dollars 
a  year.  A  million  dollars  a  year,  sir,  that  we 
could  save  if  incinerators  were  erect  oil.  li  incinera- 
tors were  erected,  we  could  put  an  end  to  this 
monopoly  by  a  few  contractors  having  all  the 
dumps.  I  feel  that  the  City  Council  is  in  a 
position  to  force  liis  Honor  the  Mayor  (o  take 
action.  1  tliink  one  of  the  ways  we  can  force 
him  to  take  action  is  by  refusing  to  grant  him  the 
appropriations  which  he  requests.  I  trust,  that 
this  Body  is  not  going  to  abide  by  his  Honor 
the  Mayor  on  everything  lie  sends  up  here.  We 
are  here  to  reduce  the  budget  if  it  can  reasonably 
be  reduced.  I  think  that  $25,000  upon  a  $87,500 
appropriation  can  reasonably  be  reduced.  I  hope 
that  the  members  of  this  Body  will  reconsider 
the  vote  that  was  taken  and  vote  to  reduce  the 
budget  by  S25.000. 

Coun.  RUSSO— Mr.  President. 

Coun.  SULLIVAN— Mr.  President. 

Coun.  RUSSO — Mr.  President,  in  speaking  on 
reconsideration,  never  could  I  have  realized  that 
in  the  great  City  of  Boston,  where  we  boast  of 
freedom  of  speech  and  freedom  of  religious  worship 
being  first  adopted,  would  we  come  to  a  point 
where  we  cannot,  receive  the  information  we  want. 
We  cannot  talk  on  issues  which  are  vital  to  the 
people  of  our  city.  I  as  a  representative  of  one 
section  of  the  city  should  be  given  the  right  to 
have  the  information  that  I  seek.  Never  could 
I  realize  that  hundreds  of  our  boys  who  have 
fought  all  over  the  world  in  order  to  preserve  our 
democratic  way  of  life,  in  order  that  we  may  be 
able  to  express  our  opinion,  will  come  back  to 
find  ourselves  shut  off  from  debate  or  from 
getting  right  information.  Mr.  President,  we  as 
a  nation  are  trying  to  instill  in  the  minds  of  all 
people  throughout  the  world  the  principle  that 
there  is  only  one  way  of  living,  and  that  is  having 
freedom  of  speech  and  freedom  of  religious  worship. 
If  this  is  an  example,  Mr.  President,  than  I  say 
we  are  not  going  on  the  right  track.  I  say  other 
people  will  fight  them  to  the  end.  I  have  never 
been  a  party  to  the  cutting  off  of  debate  without 
any  reason  when  someone  is  inquiring  about 
information  they  are  entitled  to.  I  am  not  here 
to  say  I  am  going  to  cut  the  budget.  I  am  not 
here  to  say  there  are  some  items  which  should 
not  be  in  the  budget.  But  I  am  strongly  urging 
the  Council  to  go  along  with  me  in  order  to  give 
me  the  opportunity  to  get  the  information  I  am 
entitled  to.  There  are  other  items  here  of  $300,000 
in  the  Fire  Department  for  building  and  altera- 
tions. Certainly,  as  one  interested  in  the  City 
of  Boston  and  in  the  welfare  of  our  citizens,  I 
want  to  see  that  we  have  the  best  fire  protection 
any  city  can  have.  Am  I  entitled  to  know  the 
information  on  what  they  intend  to  do?  Where 
is  this  going  to  take  place?  There  is  another 
item  of  $149,000  for  construction  of  buildings. 
I  would  like  to  find  out  wrjere  they  are  going  to 
be  constructed.  Am  I  entitled  to  that  informa- 
tion, Mr.  President?  Have  in  mind,  Mr.  Presi- 
dent, that  for  six  and  one  half  years  I  have  been 
a  member  of  the  Body.  I  have  been  trying  to 
relocate  a  fire  house  on  Salem  street  which  has 
been  a  hazard  to  all  the  citizens  of  the  City  of 
Boston  in  that  vicinity  in  case  of  any  fire.  Am 
I  entitled  to  know  this  information?  We  live  in 
a  country  that  is  fostering  freedom  of  speech  and 
freedom  of  religious  worship.  I  say,  if  this  is  an 
example  of  what  we  are  doing,  we  certainly  are 
not  showing  the  example  that  the  city  should 
show  throughout  the  country.  I  would  like  to 
go  along  on  this  budget.  I  would  like  to  reduce 
it  if  necessary  reductions  could  be  made.  At 
least  let  us  find  out  and  have  the  right  information. 
There  has  not  been  any  councilor  who  can  give 
me  the  information  I  have  been  asking.  It  is  all 
right  if  they  have  their  opinions  and  are  satisfied. 
I  have  no  quarrel  with  them  so  far  as  that  is  con- 
cerned. Why  deprive  me  or  any  councilor  of 
getting  information  to  which  we  are  entitled? 
Are  we  going  to  vote  blindly?  I  do  not  think  it 
Is  fair  to  shut  off  debate  without  getting  some 
information.  Speaking  for  myself,  I  need  infor- 
mation to  put,  me  in  a  position  when-  I  will  be 
able  to  vote  intelligently  on  the  question  before 
US.  I  do  hope,  sir,  that  the  Body  will  go  along 
and,  if  they  have  any  information,  give  me  the 
information  which  I  am  trying  to  find  out,  and 
not  cut  mi-  off  in  debate. 


Coun.  SULLIVAN — I  move,  Mr.  President, 
that  the  motion  to  reconsider  be  laid  on  the  table. 

Coun.  HAYLEY— Mr.  President. 

President  KELLY — There  is  no  debate. 

Coun.  BAYLEY — A  point  of  order,  Mr.  Presi- 
dent. Did  you  recognize  Councilor  Sullivan  to 
speak?  He  did  not  rise  to  his  feet  and  ask  for 
your  attention. 

President,  KELLY — Let  me  say  in  defense  of  the 
Chair  that  Councilor  Sullivan  and  Councilor 
Russo  arose  at  the  same  time  to  speak.  I  recog- 
nized Councilor  Russo.  Now  I  am  recognizing 
Councilor  Sullivan.  I  could  not  recognize  the 
two  men  at  the  same  time. 

Coun.  SULLIVAN — That  is  correct. 

Coun.  BAYLEY — He  did  not  rise  this  time. 

President  KELLY — He  rose  before. 

Coun.  BAYLEY — Suppose  I  rose  three  hours 
ago?     Would  vou  recognize  me? 

President  KELLY— The  Chair  will  rule  I 
recognized  Councilor  Sullivan  after  the  two 
councilors  had  arisen  at  the  same  time.  The 
question  is  to  lay  the  matter  on  the  table. 

Coun.  RUSSO— Mr.  President,  a  point  of  in- 
formation. 

President  KELLY — There  is  no  point  of  in- 
formation. The  question  is  on  laying  the  matter 
on  the  table. 

Coun.  RUSSO — Mr.  President,  a  point  of  order. 
My  point  of  order  is  that,  if  this  is  laid  on  the 
table,  isn't  that  the  same  thing  as  the  previous 
question? 

President  KELLY — This  motion  is  to  lay  the 
motion  to  reconsider  on  the  table.  There  is  no 
debate. 

Coun.  RUSSO — What  happens  to  the  previous 
motion? 

President  KELLY — It  lies  on  the  table  and  dies. 
It  dies  after  this  meeting.  The  question  is  on  the 
motion  to  lay  the  motion  to  reconsider  on  the 
table. 

Coun.  FISH — Mr.  President,  a  point  of  in- 
formation. If  we  vote  to  lay  this  motion  for 
reconsideration  on  the  table,  I  understand  that 
dies  tonight,  if  we  vote  to  lay  it  on  the  table? 

President  KELLY — The  motion  to  reconsider 
does  not  go  over  to  another  week.  It  dies  on  the 
table  and  does  not  go  over. 

Coun.  FISH — It  does  not  go  over?  The  final 
outcome  of  this  $940,000  on  today's  meeting  then 
is  that  it  is  passed? 

President  KELLY — The  Chair  will  read  Rule  20. 
"A  motion  to  reconsider  may  be  laid  on  the  table 
or  postponed  indefinitely,  and  the  effect  of  such 
action  in  either  case  shall  be  to  defeat  the  motion 
to  reconsider." 

Coun.  FISH — May  I  ask  an  answer  to  that 
final  question  to  be  sure  the  councilors  know? 
We  vote  to  pass  this  $940,000  if  we  vote  to  lay 
reconsideration  on  the  table?  The  $940,000  is 
passed? 

President  KELLY — That  is  right,  councilor. 
The  question  is  on  laying  on  the  table  the  motion 
to  reconsider.  It  is  a  vote.  Councilor  Chase 
doubts  the  vote  and  asks  for  a  roll  call.  He  has 
the  necessary  support.  The  clerk  will  call  the 
roll. 

The  roll  was  called,  and  the  motion  to  lay  on  the 
table  was  carried,  yeas  12,  nays  3: 

Yeas — Coun.  Bryan,  Cantwell,  Cook,  Fish, 
Hurley,  Keenan,  Kelly,  Kinsella,  Lane,  McCor- 
mack,  Scannell,  Sullivan — 12. 

Nays — Coun.  Bayley,  Chase,  Russo — 3. 

Coun.  BAYLEY— Mr.  President,  I  move  that 
the  motion  to  reconsider  be  taken  off  the  table. 

President  KELLY — The  motion  is  out  of  order. 

Coun.  BAYLEY— Why,  Mr.  President? 

President  KELLY — Rule  20.  "A  motion  to 
reconsider  may  be  laid  on  the  table  or  postponed 
indefinitely,  and  the  effect  of  such  action  in  either 
case  shall  be  to  defeat  the  motion  to  reconsider." 
The  motion  stands  defeated. 


CONFIRMATION    OF    APPOINTMENT    OF 
JAMES   AMATO. 

Coun.  HURLEY — I  move  No.  3  be  removed 
from  the  table. 

Coun.  RUSSO— Mr.  President. 

President  KELLY — There  is  no  debate  on  taking 
from  the  table.  The  question  is  on  taking  from 
the  table. 
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Coun.  CHASE — Mr.  President,  a  point  of  in- 
formation. I  would  like  to  know  something  about 
this. 

President  KELLY — Your  point  of  information 
is  not  in  order.  The  motion  is  to  take  from  the 
table.  It  is  a  vote.  Councilor  Bayley  doubts 
the  vote  and  asks  for  a  roll  call.  He  has  the 
necessary  support.     The  clerk  will  call  the  roll. 

The  roll  was  called,  and  the  motion  to  take  from 
the  table  carried,  yeas  11,  nays  3: 

Yeas — Coun.  Bryan,  Can'twell,  Fish,  Hurley, 
Keenan,  Kelly,  Kinsella,  Lane,  Moriarty,  Scannetl, 
Sullivan — -11. 

Nays — Coun.  Bayley,  Chase,  Russo — 3. 

No.  3  on  the  table  was  as  follows: 

"3.  Confirmation  of  appointment  submitted  by 
Mayor  May  13,  1946,  of  James  Amato,  to  be  a 
Constable,  not  authorized  to  serve  civil  process." 

President  KELLY — The  question  comes  on  the 
confirmation  of  the  appointment  of  James  Amato. 

Coun.  RUSSO— Mr.  President,  I  can  readily 
see  through  the  underhanded  methods  that  are 
being  used.  It  is  the  first  time  Mr.  President, 
that  a  councilor  who  represents  the  district  where 
the  individual  comes  from,  that  the  other  coun- 
cilors do  not  give  that  particular  councilor  the 
time  necessary  in  order  to  make  up  his  mind 
whether  or  not  that  person  is  an  individual  who 
should  be  appointed.  I  have  always  acted  in 
that  way.  Never  have  I  tried  in  any  underhanded 
method  to  give  the  councilor  in  the  district  affected 
no  opportunity  to  decide  for  himself.  As  I  said 
last  week,  Mr.  President,  I  do  not  know  this 
fellow.  I  do  not  care  who  he  is.  I  am  asking 
that  the  councilors  go  along  with  me  until  such 
time  as  his  Honor  the  Mayor  will  give  me  in- 
formation and  reasons  why  an  individual  was  let 
go  as  constable  without  any  cause.  He  is  a  father 
of  three  children.  He  has  done  his  work  all  right. 
His  Honor  the  Mayor  asked  for  thirty  constables 
to  be  given  to  him  in  order  to  carry  out  the  duties 
and  responsibilities  of  that  office.  At  that  time 
we  were  told  that  a  councilor  had  a  right  to 
nominate  one  individual.  It  is  stooping  very  low, 
Mr.  President,  when  the  Mayor  of  the  City  of 
Boston,  in  order  to  get  at  a  councilor,  tries  these 
cheap,  un-American  tactics,  letting  an  individual 
go  who  is  receiving  $33  a  week.  Mr.  President,  I 
would  like  to  find  out  how  many  constables  we 
have  in  the  City  of  Boston  who  are  the  ones  being 
favored  by  his  Honor  the  Mayor.  I  realize  and  I 
believe  his  Honor  the  Mayor  was  right  when  he 
was  Governor  of  this  Commonwealth  and  signed  a 
bill  that  a  person  being  of  the  age  of  seventy 
should  retire.  I  do  not  think  very  much  of  an 
individual  who  can  stoop  that  low.  I  have  the 
courage  of  my  convictions  regardless  of  what  may 
come.  It  is  done,  Mr.  President,  only  for  the 
purpose  of  trying  to  tear  down  a  councilor  who  is 
aspiring  to  higher  office.  There  is  no  way  out  of 
it.  It  is  cheap  political  trickery.  I  am  asking 
that  the  councilors  go  along  with  me.  It  is  a 
reasonable  request.  You  may  find  yourselves 
some  day  in  the  same  predicament  that  I  am  in  at 
the  present  time.  As  I  said  before,  it  makes  no 
difference  to  me.  I  have  always  been  able  to 
stand  on  my  feet  and  defend  myself  and  defend 
any  one  of  my  constituents.  Never  have  I 
stooped  that  low.  I  have  gone  along  for  six  and 
one-half  years  with  many  of  you  councilors.  I 
intend  to  go  along.  I  am  asking  you  to  go  along 
with  me.  If  you  do  not  believe  I  am  entitled  to 
that  information,  then  I  say  do  as  you  please. 
But  at  least  I  can  say  I  have  the  courage  of  my 
convictions  regardless  of  anything.  They  can 
never  say  Joseph  Russo,  the  councilor,  did  not 
have  the  courage  to  stand  up  and  fight  for  the 
things  that  were  decent,  asking  for  an  equa'l 
opportunity,  equal  chance.  That  is  why  I  am 
appealing  to  you  to  go  along  with  me.  I  hope 
you  will. 

President  KELLY — The  question  comes  on 
confirmation. 

Coun.  BAYLEY— Mr.  President,  I  hope  the 
members  will  go  along  with  the  distinguished 
councilor  from  Ward  3  (Coun.  Russo).  I  believe 
we  should  have  a  full  investigation  and  complete 
information  on  all  actions  that  we  take  in  this 
City  Council.  Today,  for  the  first  time  in  this 
Council,  I  have  been  really  disappointed  in  the 
actions  of  the  members.  They  have  refused  to 
give  those  of  us  who  are  trying  to  act  for  thebest 
interests  of  the  City  of  Boston,  to  keep  the  tax 
rate  down,  a  chance  to  speak.  Many  of  you  will 
go  back,  and  when  you  are  asked  what  the  appro- 
priation was  that  you  passed  today,  you  will  be 
unable  to  tell  your  constituents.     You  have  not 


examined  it  thoroughly.  I  feel  I  examined  it  as 
thoroughly  as  anybody  could.  I  came  out  of  a 
sick  bed  to  speak  here  today  against  the  orders  of 
my  doctor.  I  have  examined  it  carefully.  I 
thought  there  were  some  cuts  that  could  be  made. 
Unfortunately,  a  great  deal  of  money  was  to  be 
appropriated.  I  was  not  given  the  chance  to  fully 
present  my  views.  We  spent  the  time  debating 
things  that  are  not  of  too  much  importance.     On 

these  great  important  things 

Coun.  SULLIVAN — Mr.  President,  a  point  of 
order.  The  gentleman  is  not  speaking  on  con- 
firmation. 

President  KELLY — The  point  is  well  taken. 
Will  the  councilor  confine  his  remarks  to  the 
subject? 

Coun.  BAYLEY — I  was  speaking  on  the  subject 
that  we  should  have  as  much  information  on  every 
subject  as  possible.  I  believe,  Mr.  President,  I 
was  pointing  out  that  we  do  not  have  enough 
information  on  some  subjects.  The  councilor 
from  Ward  3  (Coun.  Russo)  is  entitled  to  full 
information  in  this  matter.  Before  we  vote  on 
this,  how  many  of  you  know  who  Mr.  Amato  is 
and  where  he  lives?  How  many  of  you  know 
whether  he  is  fit  to  be  a  constable  of  the  City  of 
Boston?  I  am  going  to  close  in  a  moment.  I 
would  like  to  say  I  am  disappointed.  I  have  been 
serving  for  a  long  time  in  this  Body  now.  It  is  a 
great  disappointment  to  me  that  the  people  of 
Boston  have  not  got  a  chance  to  vote  on  whether 
they  like  this  form  of  government  or  a  better  form 
of  government.  I  think  if  they  did,  after  the 
actions  of  today  and  the  actions  of  the  Council 
through  the  year,  they  would  throw  this  form  of 
government  out  of  the  City  of  Boston.  The 
sooner  they  do  it  the  better. 

Coun.  FISH — I  do  not  think  the  form  of  govern- 
ment has  anything  to  do  with  confirmation  of  the 
appointment. 

President  KELLY — The  point  is  well  taken, 
councilor.     The  question  is  on  confirmation. 

Coun.  HANNON — Mr.  President,  I  find  myself 
in  a  very  embarrassing  situation.  I  believe  the 
gentleman  from  Ward  3  (Coun.  Russo)  has  spoken 
much  truth.  The  only  trouble  with  him,  Mr. 
President,  is  that  instead  of  sticking  to  the  sub- 
ject he  is  following  along  in  the  wake  of  the  gentle- 
man who  stands  beside  him.  He  ends  up  in  a 
tirade  on  the  man  who  holds  the  office  of  Mayor. 
If  it  comes  to  a  question  of  picking  between  the 
Mayor  and  the  gentleman  from  Ward  3  (Coun. 
Russo),  I  will  pick  the  Mayor.  If  it  comes  to  a 
question  of  sticking  with  the  gentleman  from 
Ward  3  when  I  think  he  is  right  and  sticking  with 
other  gentlemen  here  when  I  think  they  are 
right,  I  will  make  my  own  decisions.  The  gentle- 
man from  Ward  3  certainly  embarrasses  those 
of  us  who  would  like  to  be  friendly  with  him 
when  he  enters  into  a  tirade  upon  the  office  holders 
of  the  city.  If  this  gentleman  here  (Mr.  Amato) 
lives  in  Ward  3,  then  I  think  the  councilor  from 
Ward  3  has  every  right  to  know  who  he  is  and 
what  he  is.  If  he  lived  in  my  ward,  I  would 
insist  on  it.  I  remember  a  couple  of  years  ago  I 
was  embarrassed  in  Dorchester  Court.  A  man  in 
the  district  was  arrested.  He  lived  in  my  ward. 
When  they  asked  him  what  he  did  for  a  living,  he 
said  he  did  nothing — he  was  a  constable  for  the 
City  of  Boston.  He  was  up  there  for  failure  to 
support  his  family.  I  was  astounded.  I  could 
not  believe  it.  I  went  to  the  Mayor  and  told  the 
Mayor  that  man  could  either  move  out  of  Ward  13 
or  he  could  be  removed  from  the  list  of  constables. 
I  think  every  councilor  has  a  right  to  know  when 
somebody  in  his  district  is  appointed  constable.  I 
do  not  agree  with  the  gentleman  from  Ward  3  when 
he  says  he  is  waiting  for  information.  I  have 
heard  him  so  often  say  he  was. waiting  for  informa- 
tion. He  never  gets  it.  Why  doesn't  he  get  it? 
How  long  does  he  want  to  get  information?  If  he 
is  going  to  get  the  information  in  a  reasonable 
time,  I  think  we  should  wait.  I  do  not  believe 
ih  other  councilors  butting  into  the  business 
of  a  councilor.  Each  one  of  us  has  his  own  ward 
to  attend  to.  Each  one  of  us  is  just  as  anxious 
as  the  next  fellow  to  curry  favor  with  the  Mayor. 
That  is  why  I  would  not  vote  for  the  previous 
question  to  lay  on  the  table.  Of  course,  we 
are  entitled  to  debate  matters  here.  That  is 
why  we  are  elected.  But  the  trouble  is,  when 
some  of  these  fellows  get  started  debating  matters, 
they  do  not  know  when  to  stop.  Instead  of 
debating  on  the  matter,  they  like  to  vent  their 
spleen  on  the  Mayor.  The  Mayor  of  Boston  has 
not  done  anything  to  me.  I  am  not  voting  against 
him.     When  the  gentleman  makes  it  a  question 
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tli.it  if  you  are  voting  with  him  you  arc  voting 
against  the  Mayor,  thru  I  will  stick  to  the  Mayor 
and  vote  against  him.  If  it  is  a  question  of  one 
councilor  against  another  councilor,  then  I  think 
out  of  courtesy  and  out  of  respect  and  decency 
we  should  stick  with  the  councilor  in  whose  dis- 
trict the  gentleman  lives.  I  will  ask  the  same 
courtesy  and  expect  to  be  given  it.  Every  coun- 
cilor is  entitled  to  certain  courtesies,  i  think 
they  should  be  respected.  But  at  the  same  time 
in  all  decency  and  fairness,  I  think  any  councilor 
here  who  is  asking  a  vote  from  another  councilor 
should  so  conduct  himself  and  should  so  talk  that 
another  councilor  could  vote  for  him  without  his 
vote  being  interpreted  as  a  slap  at  the  Mayor. 

Coun.  RUSSO — Mr.  President,  certainly  in  all 
my  years  as  a  member  of  the  City  Council,  regard- 
less of  my  feelings  toward  the  man  downstairs 
on  the  second  floor — and  each  one  of  us  with  whom 
I  have  served  can  vouch  for  my  remarks — it,  makes 
no  difference  in  so  far  as  my  feelings  are  con- 
cerned— I  have  always  gone  along  with  the 
remarks  as  Councilor  Hannon  just  stated,  with 
the  councilor  whose  ward  is  affected.  This  par- 
ticular individual  lives  '  in  my  district.  The 
Mayor  has  seen  fit  to  give  me  no  reasons  for  the 
discharge.  I  have  called  the  Mayor's  office. 
I  have  been  in  the  Mayor's  office.  They  cannot 
give  me  any  information.  It  is  up  to  the  Mayor. 
I  have  not  been  able  to  speak  with  him.  No 
reason  whatsoever  is  given  why  this  individual  is 
fired  and  another  put  in  his  place.  It  is  not 
a  question,  and  I  am  not  asking  you  to  either  be 
with  the  Mayor  or  with  the  councilor.  If  you 
wish,  you  can  have  your  own  opinion.  I  am  asking 
only  what  you  would  be  asking  if  you  were  in  the 
same  position  that  I  am  in  today.  I  would  not 
have  brought  out  anything  if  it  had  not  been 
for  the  gentleman  from  Ward  14  (Coun.  Much- 
nick).  Last  week  he  interrogated  about  the 
reasons.  I  would  like  to  find  out.  I  have  never 
taken  my  feet  in  order  to  put  something  across 
which  belonged  in  somebody  else's  district  without 
at  least  paying  the  courtesy  of  going  to  that 
individual  and  trying  to  find  out  if  it  was  all 
right.  You  can  readily  see  what  it  is.  Certainly 
it  is  a  whip  that  the  Mayor  has.  If  you  fellows 
concur  in  that  opinion,  you  can  fail  to  do  so. 
I  am  only  asking  you  to  do  what  you  would 
want  me  to  do  if  you  were  in  the  position  I  am  in 
today.  If  you  think  I  am  asking  too  much  and 
I  am  not  entitled  to  the  vote,  then  vote  whatever 
you  want.  I  am  asking  only  for  things  that  are 
decent  and  that  I  believe  we  are  entitled  to  as 
councilors.  Whatever  my  difference  may  be 
with  the  Mayor,  it  does  not  enter  into  this  ques- 
tion. This  particular  individual  comes  from  my 
district.  I  could  have  opposed  all  the  others. 
I  did  not,  because  I  left  that  up  to  you  people 
whose  districts  these  individuals  come  from. 
You  ought  to  pay  that  much  respect  to  me,  the 
same  respect  I  would  pay  to  you.  That  is  all  I 
am  asking. 

President  KELLY — The  question  comes  on 
confirmation.  The  Chair  will  appoint  Councilor 
Bryan  and  Moriarty  to  receive,  sort  and  count  the 
ballots. 

The  appointment  was  confirmed,  yeas  7,  nays  3. 

Coun.  RUSSO — Mr.  President,  I  ask  for  a  recon- 
sideration on  that  vote. 

President  KELLY — There  will  have  to  be  a  roll 
call  on  reconsideration. 

Coun.  RUSSO — T  ask  that  a  roll  call  be  made. 

President  KELLY — Councilor  Russo  asks  for 
a  roll  call  on  the  vote  on  Mr.  Amato's  appointment. 
Sufficient  councilors  having  joined  him,  the  clerk 
will  call  the  roll. 

Coun.  SULLIVAN — For  what  purpose  is  Coun- 
cilor Russo  asking  .reconsideration?  To  refer  it 
back  to  the  committee,  or  hold  it  for  a  week,  or  for 
an  outright  defeat? 

Coun.  RUSSO— Well,  Mr.  President,  I  ask  to  be 
given  time  to  get  the  information  I  am  after  and 
that  I  am  trying  to  get.  The  Council  has  seen  m 
to  confirm  the  appointment  by  7  to  3,  and  there- 
fore I  arn  asking  that  a  roll  call  be  made. 

Coun.  SULLIVAN — Mr.  President,  Councilor 
Hannon  stated  that  Councilor  Russo  was  putting 
the  councilors  on  the  spot.  They  want  to  go  along 
and  to  help  him.  flc  did  not  make  any  motion. 
The  only  motion  before  us  is  relative  to  confirma- 
tion. There  is  no  question  but  that,  if  the  coun- 
cilor asked  that  this  appointment  be  referred  back 
to  the  Committee  on  Constables  and  Confirma- 
tions, it  would  have  been  referred  back  there  for 
a  week  or  two  weeks,  to  give  him  sufficient  time  to 
obtain  the  Information  he  seeks. 


Coun.  KEENAN — Mr.  President,  a  point  of 
information. 

President  KELLY — Does  Councilor  Russo  yield 
to  Councilor  Keenan? 

Coun.  RUSSO — To  a  point  of  information,  yes. 

Coun.  KEENAN— When  a  vote  is  taken  7  to  3, 
does  that  indicate  a  quorum  for  a  meeting? 

President  KELLY — No,  it  was  not  a  roll  call. 
It  was  a  confirmation. 

Coun.  RUSSO — Mr.  President,  I  want  to  have 
this  matter  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Con- 
stables and  Confirmations.  I  have  been  asking  it 
be  referred  back  to  the  committee.  Therefore,  if 
reconsideration  prevails,  I  will  make  a  motion  to 
that  effect. 

President  KELLY — The  motion  is  on  recon- 
sideration of  the  vote  of  confirmation.  Enough 
councilors  having  joined  with  Councilor  Russo, 
the  clerk  will  call  the  roll.  I  might  remind  the 
councilors  they  have  to  respond  in  the  affirmative, 
the  negative  or  "Present."  The  clerk  will  call  the 
roll. 

The  roll  was  called,  and  the  motion  to  reconsider 
was  carried,  yeas  7,  nays  0,  and  6  responding 
"  Present",  viz.: 

Yeas — Coun.  Bayley,  Bryan,  Chase,  Hannon, 
Moriarty,  Russo,  Sullivan— 7. 

Nays— 0. 

Present — Coun.  Fish,  Hurley,  Keenan,  Kelly, 
McCormack,  Scanned — 6. 

Coun.  RUSSO — I  move  now,  sir,  that  it  be  taken 
from  the  table  and  sent  to  the  Committee  on  Con- 
stables and  Confirmations. 

President  KELLY — It  is  not  on  the  table.  You 
are  making  a  motion  to  recommit  it  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  Constables. 

Coun.  HURLEY — Could  we  have  a  definite  date 
set  oh  it?  I  would  like  to  amend  it  to  read  "one 
week  from  today." 

President  KELLY — You  cannot  amend  it  to  read 
one  week.  You  can  ask  the  chairman  of  the  com- 
mittee if  he  will  not  hold  the  meeting  of  his  com- 
mittee this  week. 

Coun.  BRYAN— I  would  be  glad  to  hold  the 
committee  meeting  on  Thursday  morning. 

The  question  came  on  the  motion  to  recommit  to 
the  Committee  on  Constables  and  Confirmations, 
and  it  was  voted  to  recommit. 


IMMEDIATE     PAY     INCREASE     TO     CITY 
EMPLOYEES. 

Coun.  SULLIVAN  offered  the  following: 
Ordered,  That  his  Honor  the  Mayor  be  requested 
to  consider  the  advisability  of  immediately  grant- 
ing the  proposed  .$400  pay  increase  to   city   em- 
ployees due  to  the  present  increased  prices  of  food. 
Passed  under  suspension  of  the  rule. 


ADDITIONAL   INCREASE  TO   RELIEF  RE- 
CIPIENTS. 

Coun.  SULLIVAN  offered  the  following: 
Ordered,  That  his  Honor  the  Mayor  consider  the 
advisability  of  granting  an  additional  increase  to 
recipients  of  Old  Age,  Mothers'  Aid,  Soldiers'  Relief 
and  Welfare,  due  to  the  present  increased  prices  of 
food. 

Passed  under  suspension  of  the  rule. 


RENT  CEILING  ON  COMMERCIAL 
PROPERTY. 

Coun.  SULLIVAN  offered  the  following: 
Ordered,  That  his  Honor  the  Mayor  be  requested 
to  confer  with  O.  P.  A.  officials  relative  to  placing 
a  rent  ceiling  on  commercial  property. 
Passed  under  suspension  of  the  rule. 


WIDENING     OF     WASHINGTON     STREET, 
FOREST  HILLS. 

Coun.  MORIARTY  and  SULLIVAN  offered 
the  following: 

Ordered,  That  the  Public  Works  Commissioner 
be  requested,  through  his  Honor  the  Mayor,  to 
consider   the  advisability  of  shearing  about  three 
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feet  of  sidewalk  from  approximately  3708  Wash- 
ington street  to  Morton  street,  Forest  Hills,  so 
that  the  fluidity  of  automotive  traffic  may  be 
enhanced  and  thereby  afford  relief  to  a  traffic 
bottleneck. 

Passed  under  suspension  of  the  rule. 


GIFT  TO  CHARLES  McGILLIVARY. 

Coun.  SCANNELL  offered  the  following: 

Ordered,  That  his  Honor  the  Mayor  be  requested 
to  devise  some  means  of  presenting  a  substantial 
gift,  in  the  name  of  the  citizens  of  the  City  of 
Boston,  to  Charles  McGillivary,  the  only  Boston 
man  to  be  awarded  the  Congressional  Medal 
of  Honor. 

Coun.  SCANNELL — Just  a  word  on  this 
order.  The  people  of  Boston  and  the  merchants 
of  Boston  have  a  fund  that  they  are  getting  to- 
gether in  the  interest  of  Charles  McGillivary, 
the  Congressional  Medal  of  Honor  man.  He  is 
the  only  Congressional  Medal  of  Honor  man  in 
Boston.  In  all  parts  of  the  country  cities  have 
honored  and  have  done  something  for  a  Con- 
gressional Medal  of  Honor  man.  It  seems  to  me, 
in  this  historic  City  of  Boston,  if  the  people  of 
Boston  are  interested  in  doing  something  for  this 
man,  I  think  the  Mayor,  in  his  official  capacity, 
the  City  Council  and  the  people  should  do  some- 
thing in  regard  to  this  man.  They  missed  the 
boat  when  they  did  not  have  an  official  greeting 
for  him.  I  think  at  the  time  it  is  only  fair  and 
right  that  we  do  something  financially  for  this 
Medal  of  Honor  man  who  brought  so  much  honor 
to  the  City  of  Boston.  I  move  suspension  of  the 
rule  and  passage  of  the  order. 

Coun.  RUSSO — I  have  no  objection  so  far  as 
the  order  is  concerned.  However,  I  feel  that  it  is 
an  obligation  on  the  part  of  our  Federal  Govern- 
ment. Not  only  did  he  protect  the  City  of  Boston; 
he  protected  the  whole  nation.  I  do  hope  that 
the  previous  order  which  was  presented  will 
find  its  proper  place  in  order  that  public  recogni- 
tion may  be  given  by  the  Federal  authorities. 
Although  it  is  fine  that  the  city  or  town  should  do 
something,  I  believe  it  is  more  of  an  obligation 
on  the  part  of  the  Federal  Government  to  honor 
these  individuals. 

Coun.  SCANNELL— Mr.  President,  it  is  all 
right  to  say  that  the  Federal  Government  can 
do  something  for  these  war  veterans.  They  have 
not  done  an  awful  lot  as  yet.  I  do  not  think 
they  are  going  to  do  much  more  outside  of  vet- 
erans' preference  on  Civil  Service.  The  City  of 
Boston  spends  thousands  of  dollars  upon  men 
who  have  come  from  foreign  countries  and  come 
into  the  city.  They  spend  thousands  of  dollars 
for  luncheons  for  them,  men  who  are  not  as  promi- 
nent in  this  city  as  the  Medal  of  Honor  man, 
Charles  McGillivary  from  South  Boston.  I 
think,  if  they  can  spend  $25,000  or  $50,000  for 
honoring  foreign  diplomats  or  people  from  an- 
other city  or  state,  it  is  about  high  time  the  City 
of  Boston  should  do  something  for  one  of  their 
own,  the  only  Congressional  Medal  of  Honor 
man  in  the  city. 

The  order  was  passed  under  suspension  of  the 
rule. 


EMPLOYEES   IN   MAYOR'S   OFFICE.     . 

Coun.  CHASE  offered  the  following: 
Ordered,  That  the  Boston  Finance  Commission 
be  requested  to  investigate  the  need  for  the  many 
employees  in  the  Mayor's  office. 

Coun.  CHASE — Mr.  President,  the  municipal 
records  show  that  his  Honor  the  Mayor  has  a 
budget  of  $93,000,  as  against  last  year's  budget 
of  $71,000,  for  employees  in  the  Mayor's  office. 
The  municipal  records  disclose,  sir,  that  his  Honor 
the  Mayor  has  thirty-six  employees  as  against 
last  year's  record  of  twenty-four  employees  in  the 
Mayor's  office.  Now,  sir,  I  submit  to  you  that 
that  does  not  abide  by  the  Mayor's  announced 
intention  that  he  was  going  to  do  everything 
possible  to  reduce  the  tax  rate.  Comparatively, 
6ir,  he  has  in  this  particular  instance,  as  in  every 
other  instance,  decided  to  squander  the  taxpayers' 
money.     If  anyone  can  explain  to  me  why  it  is 


necessary  that  he  should  have  twelve  more  em- 
ployees than  were  required  by  the  administration 
of  last  year,  or  of  other  years,  in  his  office,  at  an 
expense  of  $22,000  more  than  last  year,  I  would 
like  to  know  it,  and  I  trust,  sir,  that  the  Boston 
Finance  Commission,  which  was  created  for  the 
purpose  of  giving  us  just  such  information  as  I 
am  asking,  will  give  us  this  information.  I  hope 
the  order  will  pass,  sir. 

Coun.  SCANNELL— Mr.  President,  I  do  not 
like  to  get  up  here  in  connection  with  this  order. 
I  might  explain,  without  going  into  detail,  that 
the  Finance  Commission  knows  in  regard  to 
what  help  is  needed  in  the  Mayor's  office  or  in 
any  other  department.  If  the  gentleman  could 
see  in  the  course  of  a  day  what  I  have  done  in 
meeting  people,  veterans  looking  for  jobs,  veterans 
looking  for  this  and  looking  for  that,  he  might 
understand  why  the  Mayor's  office  has  probably 
a  little  more  help.  If  he  could  only  see  some  of 
the  veterans  who  are  coming  back  from  overseas, 
coming  to  my  home,  then  I  think  he  might  have 
a  little  different  impression  and  might  like  to  have 
a  secretary,  too. 

Coun.  CHASE— Mr.  President,  I  submit  to 
you,  sir,  that  we  have  a  special  Veteran's  Depart- 
ment, and  it  is  absolutely  unnecessary  in  addition 
to  have  twelve  more  people  now  in  the  Mayor's 
office  when  we  have  a  special  department  for  the 
veterans,  where  the  taxpayers'  money,  amount- 
ing to  thousands  of  dollars,  is  already  being  spent 
on  them.  I  trust,  sir,  that  this  simple  order  will 
be  passed.  It  is  a  matter  of  information  that  we 
are  entitled  to.  We  pass  on  the  Mayor's  budget; 
yet  we  have  no  way,  apparently,  to  know  just 
how  many  employees  the  Mayor's  office  has,  and 
I  can't  understand  why  it  is  necessary  that  he 
should  have  twelve  more  employees  than  the 
past  administrations  have  had. 

Coun.  FISH — Mr.  President,  I  am  going  to 
vote  against  this,  because  I  do  not  think  the 
Finance  Commission  needs  any  invitation  from 
us  to  investigate  any  part  of  the  City  of  Boston. 
When  they  see  anything  to  investigate  they 
investigate  it. 

President  KELLY — Councilor  Chase  asks  sus- 
pension of  the  rule  and  passage  of  the  order. 

Coun.  BAYLEY — Mr.  President,  I  wish  to 
commend  the  councilor  from  Ward  4  for  introduc- 
ing this  order.  Back  on  March  19,  when  you  were 
debating  the  budget,  I  tried  to  cut  a  few  thousand 
dollars  out  of  the  budget,  and  I  pointed  out  at 
that  time  that  there  was  some  increase  in  the 
employees,  especially  in  the  Licensing  Depart- 
ment. I  can't  see  how  the  Licensing  Department 
has  anything  to  do  with  the  Veterans'  Depart- 
ment. There  had  been  three  veterans  in  the 
Licensing  Department,  and  on  March  19  there 
were  six.  I  think  the  order  is  a  good  one,  and  I 
commend  the  councilor  for  offering  it. 

Coun.  HANNON — Mr.  President,  as  long  as 
these  investigations  are  being  referred  to,  I  hope 
that  sometime  we  will  arrive  at  the  happy  moment 
when  we  can  commend  the  gentlemen  from  Wards 
4  and  5  for  going  through  a  meeting  here  without 
finding  fault  with  the  Mayor's  office.  As  far  as 
the  gentleman  from  Ward  5  is  concerned,  I  know 
that  his  commendation  is  wholehearted  and  comes 
right  from  the  bottom  of  his  soul.  But  as  far  as 
the  order  is  concerned,  I  know  there  is  no  place 
for  it,  because  after  all  we  know  the  order  is  only 
put  in  here  for  the  purpose  of  publicity.  The 
Finance  Commission  will  read  it  in  the  paper  and  if 
they  want  to  investigate  that  matter  they  will  in- 
vestigate it  anyhow.  As  the  councilor  from  Ward 
16  has  said,  they  do  not  need  any  invitation  to 
investigate.  I  think  the  time  for  an  investigation 
is  when  we  have  people  loafing.  I  have  been 
down  in  the  Mayor's  office,  and  everybody  seems 
busy.  Instead  of  criticizing  them  for  doing  too 
much,  we  might  well  commend  the.Mayor's  office 
for  the  good  job  that  they  are  doing. 

The  order  was  declared  lost.  Coun.  CHASE 
doubted  the  vote  and  asked  for  a  roll  call.  The 
roll  was  called  and  the  order  was  lost,  yeas  3, 
nays  6: 

Yeas — Coun.  Bayley,  Chase,  Russo — 3. 

Nays — Coun.  Bryan,  Cantwell,  Fish,  Hannon, 
Keenan,  Kelly — 6. 

President  KELLY — Less  than  a  quorum  having 
voted,  the  Chair  will  have  to  declare  the  meeting 
adjourned. 

Adjourned,  at  5.45  p.  m.,  to  meet  on  Monday, 
June  10,  1946,  at  2  p.  m. 
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CITY  OF  BOSTON. 


Proceedings  of  City  Council. 


Monday,  June  10,  1946. 

Regular  meeting  of  the  City  Council  held  in 
the  Council  Chamber,  City  Hall,  at  2  p.  m., 
President  KELLY  in  the  chair.  Absent,  Coun. 
Fish,  Linehan  and  Madden. 

The  meeting  was  opened  with  the  salute  to  the 
Flag. 


APPOINTMENTS   BY   THE   MAYOR.. 

Subject  to  confirmation  by  the  Council,  the 
Mayor  submitted  the  following  appointments: 

Weigher  of  Goods  for  term  ending  April  30, 
1947:  Francis  J.  Kelley,  175  Florence  street, 
Roslindale. 

Constables  to  serve  without  bond  and  without 
authority  to  serve  civil  process  for  term  ending 
April  30, 1947:  Dennis  Keefe,  30  Hemenway  street, 
Boston;  George  A.  Nelson,  224  Bunker  Hill  street, 
Charlestown. 

Severally  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Con- 
stables and  Confirmations. 


REPAIR   OF   SIDEWALKS,  WARD   2. 
The  following  was  received: 

City  of  Boston, 
Office  of  the  Mayor,  June  7,  1946. 
To  the  City  Council. 

Gentlemen, —  I  transmit  herewith  communica- 
tion from  the  Commissioner  of  Public  Works,  in 
reply  to  your  order  of  April  29,  1946,  to  undertake 
at  once  the  repair  of  the  sidewalks  alongside  the 
play  area  of  the  Boston  Housing  Authority  at 
Bunker  Hill  and  Chelsea  streets,  said  sidewalks 
being  particularly  located  between  Hunter  and 
Chelsea  streets  on  Bunker  Hill  street,  Ward  2, 
Boston. 

Respectfully, 
James  M.  Curley,  Mayor. 

City  of  Boston, 
Public  Works  Department,  June  6,  1946. 
Mr.  J.  Joseph  Connors, 

Chief  Clerk,  Mayor's  Office. 
Dear  Sir, —  I  return  herewith  order  in  City 
Council  that  the  Commissioner  of  Public  Works 
undertake  at  once  the  repair  of  the  sidewalks 
alongside  the  play  area  of  the  Boston  Housing 
Authority  at  Bunker  Hill  and  Chelsea  streets, 
said  sidewalks  being  particularly  located  between 
Hunter  and  Chelsea  streets  on  Bunker  Hill  street, 
Ward  2,  Boston,  and  this  will  advise  you  that  this 
work  has  been  started  by  the  local  paving  service 
district  forces  and  will  be  completed  in  a  short 
time. 

Very  truly  yours, 

Robert  P.  Curley, 
Commissioner  of  Public  Works. 
Placed  on  file. 


INSTRUCTION   OF   PRECINCT   OFFICERS. 
The  following  was  received : 

City  of  Boston, 
Office  of  the  Mayor,  May  8,  1946. 
To  the  City  Council. 

Gentlemen, — I  transmit  herewith  communica- 
tion from  the  Election  Commission,  in  reply  to 
your  order  of  May  27,  1946,  to  definitely  instruct 
all  precinct  officers  relative  to  their  duties  on 
primary  and  election  days. 

Respectfully, 
James  M.  Curley,  Mayor. 

City  of  Boston, 
Election  Department,  June  7,  1946. 
J.  Joseph  Connors, 

Chief  Clerk,  Mayor's  office. 
Dear  Sir, — This  is  in  reply  to  your  communica- 
tion of  June  5  with  attached  copy  of  City  Council 


order    relative    to    the    necessity    for    instructing 
election  officers  as  to  their  duties. 

May  we  explain  that  the  election  officers  who  are 
to  serve  at  the  coming  primaries  are  the  ones  who 
served  at  the  City  Election  last  November. 
They  were  instructed  by  the  Board  at  the  time 
they  were  sworn  last  year,  and  each  of  them  was 
given  a  book  of  instructions  to  read  at  home.  In 
addition,  we  are  sending  a  letter  to  every  polling 
place  on  the  day  of  the  primaries  setting  forth 
certain  aspects  of  the  conduct  of  the  primaries 
which  we  feel  should  be  brought  to  the  election 
officers'  attention.  This  letter  will  cover,  among 
other  things,  an  explanation  of  the  1945  voting 
list  and  supplementary  to  be  used  in  combination 
with  the  1946  supplementary  list  on  June  18. 

May  we  say  in  conclusion  that  it  has  been  our 
experience    that    written    instructions    which    the 
election    officers   have   before   them   at   the   polls 
have  much  more  value  than  oral  instructions. 
Very  truly  yours, 
Board  op  Election  Commissioners, 
William  A.  Motley,  Jr., 

_,       ,        „,  Chairman. 

Placed  on  file. 


APPROPRIATION  FOR  BOARD  OF  ZONING 
ADJUSTMENT. 

The  following  was  received : 

City  of  Boston, 
Office  of  the  Mayor,  June  10,  1946. 
To  the  City  Council. 

Gentlemen, — Each  year  it  is  customary  to 
appropriate  the  sum  of  $1,500  to  carry  on  the 
"routine  work  of  the  Board  of  Zoning  Adjustment 
of  the  City  of  Boston,  constituted  under  section  20, 
chapter  488,  of  the  Acts  of  1924,  commonly  known 
as  the  Boston  Zoning  Law.  The  money  is  ex- 
pended for  verbatim  records  of  public  hearings, 
blueprints,  postage,  automobile  hire  for  inspection 
trips,  personal  services,  including  engineering, 
drafting,  secretarial  and  clerical  work,  and  mis- 
cellaneous expenses. 

The  Board  of  Zoning  Adjustment,  through  its 
chairman,  Dana  Somes,  has  requested  an  appro- 
priation for  the  ensuing  year,  and  in  compliance 
with  this  request  I  submit  the  attached  order 
providing  for  the  appropriation  of  $1,500  from  the 
Contingent  Fund,  and  recommend  adoption  by 
your  Honorable  Body. 

Respectfully, 
James  M.  Curley,  Mayor. 


City  of  Boston, 
Board  of  Zoning  Adjustment, 

June  4,  1946. 
Hdn.  James  M.  Curley, 

Mayor  of  Boston. 
Dear  Mr.  Mayor, — I  must  apologize  for  my 
delay  in  thanking  you  for  your  promptness  in  the 
matter  of  appointments  to  the  Board  of  Zoning 
Adjustment,  which  action  was  very  much  appre- 
ciated by  the  Board  and  myself. 

The  Board  at  its  meeting  on  Wednesday,  May 
14,  1946,  unanimously: 

"Voted,  To  request  of  his  Honor  the  Mayor 
the  transfer  of  $1,500  from  Contingent  Fund  for 
routine  operation  of  the  Board  of  Zoning  Adjust- 
ment for  the  ensuing  year. " 

This  money  is  expended  for  verbatim  records  of 
public  hearings,  blueprints,  supplies,  and  personal 
services,  including  engineering,  drafting,  secre- 
tarial and  clerical  work.  There  is  a  balance  as  of 
June,  1946,  of  $695. 

It  is  the  Board's  opinion  that  the  sum  requested, 
namely,   $1,500,   will  be  reasonably   adequate  to 
carry  on  its  work  for  the  ensuing  year. 
Respectfully  yours, 
Board  of  Zoning  Adjustment, 

Dana  Somes,  Chairman. 


Ordered,  That  the  sum  of  fifteen  hundred 
dollars  ($1,500)  be,  and  hereby  is,  appropriated, 
to  be  expended  under  the  direction  of  the  Board 
of  Zoning  Adjustment,  for  the  operating  expenses 
of  this  Board  for  the  year  1946,  said  sum  to  be 
charged  to  the  Contingent'Fund. 
Referred  to  Executive  Committee. 
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PETITIONS    REFERRED. 

The  following  petitions  wore  received  and 
referred  to  the  committees  named,  viz.: 

Claims. 
Leo   Adams,   for  compensation   for  damage  to 
property    at     4S2    Brookline    avenue,    Roxbury, 
caused  by  backing  up  of  sewage. 

Edward  .1.  Connors,  Jr.,  for  compensation  for 
injuries  caused  by  an  alleged  defect  at  942  South 
street. 

Elizabeth  L.  Degnin,  for  compensation  for  in- 
juries caused  by  an  alleged  defect  at  942  South 
street. 

William  Junkins,  for  compensation  for  injuries 
caused  by  truck  of  Water  Division. 

New  England  Telephone  and  Telegraph  Com- 
pany, for  compensation  for  damage  to  motor 
vehicle  by  city  vehicle. 

David  Usiskin,  for  refund  on  second-hand  furni- 
ture license. 

Walter  W.  Whitney,  to  be  reimbursed  as  result 
of  accident  which  occurred  while  in  performance 
of  duty. 

Patrick  J.  Flaherty,  for  refund  on  dog  license. 

Licenses. 
Petitions  for  driveway  openings: 
William   L.    Walker,    104-114   West   Brookline 
street,  Ward  9. 

Edmund  J.  O'Rourke,  490  Dorchester  avenue, 
Ward  7. 

Executive. 

Petition  of  Anna  Riley  to  be  paid  an  annuity  on 
account  of  death  of  her  husband,  late  member  of 
Fire  Department. 


PERMITS   FOR   MINORS. 

Petitions  for  children  under  fifteen  years  of  age 
to  appear  at  places  of  public  amusement  were 
received  as  follows: 

Mrs.  Ray  L.  Gordon,  Recital  Hall,  June  15. 

Rose  E.  Sidman,  Jordan  Hall,  June  8. 

Anna  Bobitt  Gardner,  Symphony  Hall,  June  25. 

Permits  granted  under  usual  conditions. 


RESIGNATION  OF  JOSEPH  A.  LANGONE,  JR. 

Notice  was  received  from  Joseph  A.  Langone, 
Jr.,  of  resignation  as  member  of  Board  of  Election 
Commissioners,  and  acceptance  by  the  Mayor. 

Placed  on  file. 


APPOINTMENT  OF  MICHAEL  J.  MANNING. 

Notice  was  received  from  the  Mayor  of  appoint- 
ment of  Michael  J.  Manning,  Registrar  of  Births, 
Deaths  and  Marriages,  to  serve  as  Acting  Election 
Commissioner,  vice  Joseph  A.  Langone,  Jr. 

Placed  on  file. 


NOTICES  OF  HEARINGS  BY  DEPARTMENT 
OF  PUBLIC  UTILITIES. 

Notice  was  received  of  hearing  to  be  held  June 
25,  at  10.30  a.  m.,  on  petition  of  Nathaniel  Lenson 
for  certificate  of  public  convenience  and  necessity 
for  operation  of  motor  vehicles  for  sight-seeing 
purposes  in  and  from  City  of  Boston. 

Notice  was  received  of  hearing  to  be  held  June 
24,  at  10.30  a.  m.,  on  petition  of  Kenneth  Hudson, 
doing  business  as  Hudson  Bus  Lines,  for  certificate 
of  public  convenience  and  necessity  for  operation 
of  motor  vehicles,  beginning  at  Boston-Somerville 
city  line  on  Mystic  avenue,  thence  to  Main  street, 
on  Main  street  to  Cambridge  street,  on  Cambridge 
street  to  Main  street,  on  Main  street  to  Alford 
street,  on  Alford  street  to  West  street,  on  West 
street  to  Beaeham  street,  on  Beacham  street  to 
Main  street,  in  either  direction. 

Notice  was  received  of  petition  of  Transit 
Department  for  authority  to  make  written  con- 
tract without  advertising  with  Boston  Elevated 
Railway  for  alteration  of  chain  link  fence  on  Dor- 
chester Rapid  Transit  Extension  adjoining  prop- 
erty of  National  Can  Company,  near  Columbia 
Station,  and  date  set  for  hearing  on  same,  June  24, 
at  2.30  p.  m. 

Severally  placed  on  file. 


AUTHORITY  TO  LEASE  SIMONDS  SCHOOL. 

A  communication  was  received  from  the  School 
Committee  requesting  authority  to  lease  to 
Martin  J.  McDonough  Post,  No.  3G8,  American 
Legion,  the  Simonds  School,  Broadway,  South 
Boston,  such  occupancy  to  be  discontinued  at  the 
will  of  the  School  Committee. 

Placed  on  file. 


REPORT  OF  COMMITTEE  ON  CONSTABLES 
AND    CONFIRMATIONS. 

Coun.  BRYAN,  for  the  Committee  on  Con- 
stables and  Confirmations,  submitted  the  following: 

Report  on  appointment  of  William  H.  Moun- 
tain, 80  Allston  street,  Allston  (referred  May  27), 
to  be  Weigher  of  Goods  for  term  ending  April  30, 
1947 — recommending  that  same  be  confirmed. 

The  report  was  accepted,  and  the  question  came 
on  confirmation.  Committee,  Coun.  Bayley  and 
Bryan.  Whole  number  of  ballots  12,  yeas  12, 
and  the  appointment  was  confirmed. 


REPORTING  AND  INDEXING  OF  COUNCIL 

MINUTES.- 

Coun.  HANNON  offered  the  following: 

Ordered,  That  the  Superintendent  of  Printing 
be  authorized  and  directed  to  make  a  contract  with 
Blanche  I.  Goell  for  making  the  index  of  the  City 
Council  printed  minutes  substantially  in  the  form 
now  established,  for  the  sum  of  $1,200  annually, 
payable  in  monthly  installments,  said  contract  to 
begin  July  1,  1946,  to  continue  until  otherwise 
ordered  by  the  City  Council  and  for  the  amount 
stated;  to  be  charged  to  the  appropriation  for 
City  Council  Proceedings;  and  be  it  further 

Ordered,  That  the  contract  with  Edward  W. 
Harnden  for  reporting  and  indexing  the  Proceed- 
ings of  the  City  Council  be  amended  by  striking  out 
the  words  "and  indexing"  and  by  reducing  the 
annual  payment  from  $5,750  to  $5,000. 

Severally  passed  under  suspension  of  the  rule. 


BUS     SCHEDULE,     ASHMONT     STATION- 
RIVER   STREET   LINE. 

Coun.  KEENAN  and  CANTWELL  offered  the 
following: 

Ordered,  That  the  Trustees  of  the  Boston  Ele- 
vated Railway  be  requested,  through  his  Honor 
the  Mayor,  to  adopt  a  fifteen-minute  schedule  for 
buses  seven  days  a  week  on  the  Asbmont  Station- 
River  street,  Mattapan,  line. 

Coun.  KEENAN — Mr.  President,  Councilor 
Cantwell  and  myself  introduced  the  order.  The 
bus  line  on  River  street  from  Ashmont  to  Matta- 
pan is  now  on  a  schedule  of  every  half  hour.  In 
the  vicinity  of  the  bus  line  you  have  the  Mattapan 
Consumptives'  Hospital.  Practically  every  day 
there  is  in  the  neighborhood  of  fifty  people  visiting 
the  hospital.  They  have  to  wait  half  an  hour. 
Then  the  buses  are  crowded  and  there  is  not 
enough  room,  and  when  that  is  so  they  have  to 
wait  another  half  hour.  I  have  spoken  to  the 
Boston  Elevated  Railway  Company  a  number  of 
times  to  have  the  Elevated  run  a  bus  there  every 
fifteen  minutes.  They  do  not  seem  to  want  to  do 
it.  They  are  running  a  bus  every  half  hour.  It 
has  been  a  very  serious  situation  there  the  last 
couple  of  months.  I  hope  that  the  rules  are  sus- 
pended, and  the  order  passed. 

Coun.  CANTWELL — I  want  to  say  a  few  words 
about  that  bus  service  on  River  street.  Quite  a 
few  people  visit  the  "hospital,  the  Boston  Sana- 
torium. They  have  to  wait  an  hour  for  a  bus. 
There  is  no  shelter  all  along  the  street.  It  is  par- 
ticularly bad  in  stormy  weather. 

The  order  was  passed  under  suspension  of  the 
rule. 


ACCEPTANCE  OF  DAMRELL  AVENUE. 

Coun.  CANTWELL  offered  the  following: 
Ordered,    That   the   Board    of   Street   Commis- 
sioners be  requested,  through  his  Honor  the  Mayor, 
to  accept  and  lay  out  as  a  public  highway  Damrell 
avenue,  in  the  Readville  section  of  Ward  18. 
Passed  under  suspension  of  the  rule. 


JUNE  10,  1946. 
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ACCEPTANCE  OF  COTTAGE  STREET, 
WARD  18. 

Coun.   CANTWELL   offered   the  following:. 

Ordered,  That  the  Board  of  Street  Commis- 
sioners be  requested,  through  his  Honor  the  Mayor, 
to  accept  and  lay  out  as  a  public  highway  Cottage 
street  in  the  Hyde  Park  section  of  Ward  18.       < 

Passed  under  suspension  of  the  rule. 


REPORT      OF      COMMITTEE      ON      CON- 
STABLES  AND   CONFIRMATIONS. 

Coun.  BRYAN,  for  the  Committee  on  Con- 
stables and  Confirmations,  submitted  the  following: 

Report  on  appointment  of  John  Conley,  168 
Broadway,  South  Boston,  and  Charles  W.  Lena- 
ghan,  8  George  street,  Cambridge  (referred  May 
27),  to  be  Weighers  of  Goods  for  term  ending 
April  30,  1947 — recommending  that  appoint- 
ments be  confirmed. 

Report  on  appointment  of  John  C.  McLeod, 
16  Ingleside  avenue,  Maiden,  and  Nathaniel  C. 
Lord,  420  Freeport  street,  Dorchester  (referred 
May  20),  to  be  Weighers  of  Goods  for  term  end- 
ing April  30,  1947 — recommending  that  appoint- 
ments be  confirmed. 

Report  on  appointment  of  Louis  L.  Lanata, 
44  Rexford  street,  Mattapan  (referred  May  27), 
to  be  Constable  to  serve  without  bond  and  with- 
out authority  to  serve  civil  process  for  term  end- 
ing April  30,  1947 — recommending  that  appoint- 
ment be  confirmed. 

Report  on  appointment  of  Alberta  M.  Toolan, 
158  Salem  street,  Revere  (referred  June  3),  to  be 
Weigher  of  Coal  for  term  ending  April  30,  1947 — 
recommending   that    appointment    be    confirmed. 

Report  on  appointment  of  Howard  W.  Colby, 
8  Marion  street,  Roslindale,  John  J.  Flanagan, 
193  Florence  street,  Roslindale,  David  A.  Shea, 
34  Catherine  street,  Roslindale,  Michael  Ferala, 
120  Gladstone  street,  East  Boston,  Walter  Walsh, 
384  Hyde  Park  avenue,  Roslindale,  Frank  J. 
Conti,  4387  Washington  street,  Roslindale  (re- 
ferred June  3),  to  be  Weighers  of  Goods  for  term 
ending  April  30,  1947 — recommending  that 
appointments  be  confirmed. 

The  reports  were  accepted,  and  the  question 
came  on  confirmation.  Committee,  Coun.  Mc- 
Cormack  and  Coffey.  Whole  number  of  ballots 
12,  yeas  12,  and  the  appointments  were  confirmed. 

Coun.  BRYAN  in  the  chair. 


LEASING   OF   SIMONDS   SCHOOL   TO 
McDONOUGH   POST. 

Coun.  SCANNELL  offered  the  following: 
Ordered,  That  the  School  Committee  of  the 
City  of  Boston  be,  and  hereby  is,  authorized,  to 
lease  to  the  Martin  J.  McDonough  Post,  No.  368, 
American  Legion,  the  Simonds  School,  Broadway, 
South  Boston,  upon  such  terms  and  conditions  as 
said  committee  may  deem  advisable. 
Passed  under  suspension  of  the  rule. 


WIDENING   OF   TREMONT   STREET. 

Coun.   SCANNELL   offered   the  following: 
Ordered,  That  the  Public  Works  Commissioner 
be  requested,   through   his  Honor  the  Mayor,   to 
consider    the    advisability    of    widening    Tremont 
street,  from  Park  street  to  Boylston  street. 

Coun.  SCANNELL — I  have  read  in  the  paper  in 
the  past  few  days  in  regard  to  off-street  parking 
to  help  the  traffic  condition  here  in  Boston.  I 
was  walking  down  Tremont  street  the  other  day, 
and  I  observed  the  sidewalk  condition  from  Park 
to  Boylston  street.  We  could  take  the  two  caps 
over  the  Park  Street  Subway  and  push  them  back 
20  or  25  feet.  The  caps  that  are  over  the  subway 
are  about  the  only  thing  you  would  have  to  move. 
As  I  observed,  I  do  not  believe  there  is  a  catch- 
basin  system  there  for  the  sidewalk.  If  we 
move  it  back  20  or  25  feet,  it  would  be  a  great 
help  to  the  traffic  condition  here  in  the  city:  As 
you  know,  on  the  right-hand  side  of  Tremont 
street,  from  Park  to  Boylston  street,  there  is  no 
parking,  except  taxicabs  standing  there  or  stopping 
there,  and  people  from  the  business  houses  across 
on  Tremont  street,  like  Slattery's  and  the  rest 
of   the   big   stores.     That   clutters   the   street.     I 


think  this  would  be  a  real  solution  of  the  traffic 
condition  in  that  section  of  the  city,  if  you  take 
20  or  25  feet  of  that  sidewalk  and  push  it  back. 
The  result  will  be  about  a  20-foot  sidewalk  at 
least.  This  is  not  a  very  expensive  undertaking. 
I  know  if  this  is  done  it  will  be  one  of  the  major 
improvements  as  far  as  our  traffic  and  parking 
problems  are  concerned.  In  connection  with  that 
I  ask  suspension  of  the  rule  and  passage  of  the 
order. 

The  order  was  passed  under  suspension  of  the 
rule. 


SANDING   OF  SAVIN   HILL   BEACH. 

Coun.  HANNON  offered  the  following: 
Ordered,    That   his    Honor   the    Mayor   be   re- 
quested to  direct  the  Park  Commissioner  to  sand 
Savin  Hill  Beach. 

Passed  under  suspension  of  the  rule. 


RECESS. 

On  motion  of  Coun.  SULLIVAN,  the  Council 
voted  to  take  a  recess  at  2.40  p.  m.,  subject  to  the 
call  of  the  Chair.  The  members  reassembled  and 
were  called  to  order  by  Coun.  BRYAN  at  2.50  p.  m. 


EXECUTIVE   COMMITTEE   REPORTS. 

Coun.  SULLIVAN,  for  the  Executive  Com- 
mittee, submitted  the  following: 

Report  on  message  of  Mayor  and  order  appro- 
priating $1,500  to  be  expended,  under  direction 
"of  Board  of  Zoning  Adjustment,  said  sum  to  be 
charged  to  the  Contingent  Fund — that  same  ought 
to  pass. 

Report  accepted,  said  order  passed,  yeas  14, 
nays  0: 

Yeas — Coun.  Bayley,  Bryan,  Cantwell,  Coffey, 
Cook,  Hannon,  Hurley,  Keenan,  Kelly,  Kinsella, 
Muchnick,  Russo,  Scannell,  Sullivan — 14. 

Nays — 0. 


LtEPORT   OF   COMMITTEE   ON 
LICENSES. 

Coun.  SCANNELL,  for  the  Committee  on 
Licenses,  submitted  the  following: 

Report  on  petition  of  William  L.  Walker  for 
driveway  opening  at  104-114  West  Brookline  street, 
Ward  9 — recommending  that  leave  be  granted 
on  usual  conditions. 

Report  of  petition  of  Edmund  J.  O'Rourke,  for 
driveway  opening  at  490  Dorchester  avenue, 
Ward  7 — recommending  that  leave  be  granted  on 
usual  conditions. 

Report  accepted;  permits  granted  on  usual 
conditions. 


THE   NEXT   MEETING. 

Coun.  KELLY — I  make  a  motion  at  this  time 
that  when  we  adjourn  today,  we  adjourn  to  Mon- 
day, July  1. 

The  motion  was  carried. 


JOHN   B.    KELLY   ASSOCIATES   ROAD 
RACE. 

Coun.  KELLY  offered  the  following: 
Ordered,  That  the  City  Messenger  be  authorized 
to  rope  off  the  streets  along  the  route  of  the  annual 
ten-mile  road  race  of  the  John  B.  Kelly  Associates 
which  is  to  be  held  on  Sunday  afternoon,  June  23d, 
and  that  the  expense  incident  to  same  be  charged 
to  the  City  Council  appropriation  for  Ropes,  Flags 
and  stakes. 

Passed  under  suspension  of  the  rule. 


PROPOSED  ACTION  AGAINST  NEW  YORK, 
NEW  HAVEN  &  HARTFORD  RAILROAD. 

Coun.  COOK  offered  the  following: 
Ordered ,    That    the    Corporation    Counsel    be 
requested,  through  his  Honor  the  Mayor,  to  take 
such  steps  as   are  necessary   to   enforce  the  pro- 
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visions  of  General  Laws,  chapter  135,  sections 
1  to  4,  against  the  New  York,  New  Haven  & 
Hartford  Kailroad  and  the  Boston  &  Maine  Ruil- 
road  for  their  refusal  to  comply  with  said  provi- 
sions. 

Coun.  COOK — Mr.  President  and  members 
of  the  City  Council,  I  was  appointed  chairman  of 
the  Committee  on  Unclaimed  Baggage.  I  looked 
into  this  committee's  powers  and  what  I  thought 
were  their  powers.  I  wrote  letters  to  those  con- 
cerns that  are  affected  by  the  laws  that  set  up 
our  committee.  Under  the  General  Laws,  chapter 
1H.">,  railway  corporations  and  proprietors  of 
steamboats  which  have  unclaimed  baggage  are 
supposed  to  advertise  in  January  and  in  July. 
Six  months  after  the  advertisement  they  are  sup- 
posed to  notify  the  City  Council  or  the  Board  of 
Aldermen  or  whatever  the  body  may  be  in  the 
town  or  city  where  the  unclaimed  baggage  is. 
All  the  coneerns  or  corporations  I  wrote  to  an- 
swered me  saying  they  had  no  unclaimed  baggage 
with  the  exception  of  the  Boston  &  Maine  and  the 
New  York,  New  Haven  &  Hartford  Railroad. 
The  New  York  Central,  the  Cape  Cod  Steam- 
ship Company,  the  Cunard-White  Star,  and 
United  Fruit  said  they  had  no  unclaimed  baggag 
and  did  not  advertise.  The  Boston  &  Maine 
Railroad  and  the  New  York,  New  Haven  &  Hart- 
ford Railroad  Company  said  they  would  not 
obey  the  law  because  they  said  the  law  did  not 
affect  them,  that  under  the  provisions  of  the 
interstate  commerce  act  we  had  no  jurisdiction 
over  them.  I  disagree  with  their  opinion.  They 
write  about  some  discussion  they  had  with  the 
Attorney-General  in  1943  who  took  no  action 
after  they  explained  their  side  of  the  case.  It  is 
my  opinion  the  present  provisions  of  the  law  are 
applicable.  The  penalty  for  disobedience  of  the 
law  is  a  fine  of  $100.  Therefore,  I  call  it  to  the 
attention  of  the  Mayor  and  wish  to  have  the  Cor- 
poration Counsel  take  such  steps  as  necessary  to 
bring  this  matter  to  a  head.  You  may  ask,  why 
all  the  fuss  about  unclaimed  baggage?  It  hap- 
pened that  six  years  ago  I  became  very  much 
interested  in  the  subject  of  escheat.  In  old  days, 
property  went  to  the  crown.  Later  on  that 
theory  was  modified  so  that  when  no  living  heirs 
of  property  were  around,  the  property  went  to 
the  Commonwealth,  state  or  crown,  to  the  sov- 
ereign power  where  the  property  was.  Then  in 
the  state  of  Pennsylvania  in  the  last  five  years, 
$2,000,000  have  been  recovered  in  unclaimed 
property,  not  especially  baggage  but  unclaimed 
property.  The  bill  I  filed  in  the  State  House 
was  passed  through  the  House  last  year  and  killed 
in  the  Senate  by  the  action  of  one  Senator,  Senator 
Lee.  He  was  interested  in  the  insurance  com- 
panies, and  did  not  want  to  see  them  turn  over 
property  which  was  not  claimed  to  the  state.  He 
thought  it  ought  to  stay  in  the  insurance  com- 
pany. This  year  the  bill  is  being  held  up  in  the 
Senate  at  the  present  moment  after  two  suc- 
cessive readings,  and  is  in  the  Committee  on  Bills, 
third  reading.  The  contest  is  whether  property 
that  is  unclaimed  should  go  to  the  Commonwealth 
or  should  stay  in  the  hands  of  private  corpora- 
tions. Unclaimed  baggage  may  very  well  mean 
a  net  proceeds  to  the  citizens  of  this  Common- 
wealth. I  was  given  information  that  last  year 
a  private  auctioneer  who  sold  unclaimed  baggage 
for  a  railroad  company  examined  the  bags  before 
he  sold  them  and  found  over  $1,400  worth  of 
negotiable  instruments  in  those  bags.  It  can 
very  well  happen  that  baggage  left  in  the  North 
and  South  Stations,  or  any  other  station  in  the 
city  of  Boston  may  contain  property  that  is  of 
value.  If  nobody  claims  it,  it  is  my  contention 
the  Commonwealth  rather  than  the  railroad  is 
entitled  to  it.  We  are  supposed  to  examine  the 
property.  By  "we,"  I  mean  the  City  Council 
or  a  properly  appointed  committee.  I  happen 
to  be  chairman  of  that  committee.  I  therefore 
ask  that  this  order  be  passed  so  that  the  Cor- 
poration Counsel  will  determine  by  a  judicial 
determination  whether  we  still  have  that  power, 
and  give  us  the  duty  which  we  will  carry  out  of 
examining  unclaimed  baggage  to  see  to  it  that 
the  interests  of  the  citizens  of  this  Commonwealth 
in  this  city  are  protected.  It  is  to  their  advantage, 
rather  than  to  let  the  railroad  corporations  ben- 
efit by  anything  that  they  may  find.  I  hope 
that  the  order  is  passed. 

The    order    was    passed    under    suspension    of 
the  rule. 


President  KELLY  in  the  chair. 


COUNTING  OP  BALLOTS  FOR  COUNCILOR 
JOSEPH  RUSSO. 

Coun.  RUSSO  offered  the  following: 

Whereas,  City  Councilor  Joseph  Russo  is  a 
candidate  for  Congressman  in  the  Eleventh  Con- 
gressional District;  and 

Whereas,  City  Councilor  Joseph  Russo  is  the 
ninth  name  on  the  ballot;  and 

Whereas,  Another  Joseph  Russo,  an  unknown 
person,  is  also  a  candidate  for  the  same  office, 
his  name  being  the  tenth  name  on  the  ballot;  and 

Whereas,  the  Eleventh  Congressional  District 
consists  of  Wards  1,2,3  and  22  of  Boston,  Wards 
1,  2  and  3  of  Somerville,  and  the  entire  City 
of  Cambridge;  it  is  hereby 

Ordered,  That  the  Board  of  Election  Commis- 
sioners of  the  City  of  Boston  be  requested,  through 
his  Honor  the  Mayor,  that  after  the  closing  of  the 
polls,  all  precinct  wardens  and  precinct  workers 
at  all  polling  places  within  the  Eleventh  Massa- 
chusetts Congressional  District  are  to  call  aloud 
"Boston  City  Councilor  Joseph  Russo"  whenever 
a  ballot  for  the  said  Councillor  Joseph  Russo  is  to 
be  counted  or  tallied,  during  the  counting  of  the 
ballots  for  Congressman  in  the  said  district,  on 
Primary  Day,  June  18,  1946. 

Whereas,  City  Councilor  Joseph  Russo  is  a 
candidate  for  Congressman  in  the  Eleventh  Con- 
gressional District;  and 

Whereas,  City  Councilor  Joseph  Russo  is  the 
ninth  name  on  the  ballot;  and 

Whereas,  Another  Joseph  Russo,  an  unknown 
person,  is  also  a  candidate  for  the  same  office, 
his  name  being  the  tenth  name  on  the  ballot;  and 

Whereas,  the  Eleventh  Congressional  District 
conists  of  Wards  1,  2,  3  and  22  of  Boston,  Wards 
1,  2  and  3  of  Somerville,  and  the  entire  city  of 
Cambridge ;  it  is  hereby 

Ordered,  That  the  Secretary  of  State  instruct 
the  Boards  of  Election  Commissioners  of  the 
cities  of  Boston,  Cambridge  and  Somerville,  that 
after  the  closing  of  the  polls,  all  precinct  wardens 
and  precinct  workers  at  all  polling  places  within 
the  Eleventh  Massachusetts  Congressional  Dis- 
trict are  to  call  aloud  "Boston  City  Councilor 
Joseph  Russo"  whenever  a  ballot  for  the  said 
Councilor  Joseph  Russo  is  to  be  counted  or  tallied, 
during  the  counting  of  the  ballots  for  Congressman 
in  the  said  district,  on  Primary  Day,  June  18, 
1946. 

Coun.  RUSSO — Mr.  President,  I  believe  that 
the  order  specifies  the  reason  why  I  am  asking  the 
Board  of  Election  Commissioners  of  the  cities  of 
Cambridge,  Somerville  and  Boston.  It  is  due  to 
the  fact  there  are  two  similar  names.  Where 
there  are  two  Joseph  Russo's  appearing  on  the 
ballot  for  the  Eleventh  Congressional  District,  I 
do  not  believe  that  my  request  is  not  within  reason 
because  I  would  like  to  see  the  people  of  the  City 
of  Boston  and  the  Eleventh  Congressional  District 
have  a  fair  return  on  this  election.  Therefore,  I 
am  asking  suspension  of  the  rule  and  passage  of 
the  order.  I  do  hope  that  the  Secretary  of  State 
will  follow  the  request  which  is  a  reasonable  one. 

The  orders  were  passed  under  suspension  of  the 
rule. 


REPORT  OF  COMMITTEE  ON  CONSTABLES 
AND   CONFIRMATIONS. 

Coun.  BRYAN,  for  the  Committee  on  Con- 
stables and  Confirmations,  submitted  the  following: 

Report  on  appointment  of  James  Amato, 
10  Bulfinch  place,  Boston  (recommitted  May  13), 
as  Constable  to  serve  without  bond  and  without 
authority  to  serve  civil  process  for  term  ending 
April  30,  1948 — recommending  that  appointment 
be  confirmed. 

The  report  was  accepted,  and  the  question  came 
on  confirmation  of  the  appointment.  Committee, 
Coun.  Bryan  and  Chase. 

Coun.  RUSSO — Mr.  President,  I  do  not  know 
what  kind  of  business  is  going  on  here.  I  am  really 
surprised  so  far  as  the  chairman  of  the  committee 
is  concerned  in  bringing  it  in.  A  meeting  was 
called  to  be  held  last  Thursday.  I  got  in  touch 
with  the  chairman  of  the  committee  telling  him  I 
was  available  to  come  up  as  soon  as  the  parties 
arrived.  I  received  no  call.  I  got  in  touch  with 
him  again,  and  he  told  me  that  the  particular 
individual  in  question  did  not  receive  any  notice 
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and  therefore  he  could  not  appear.  He  asked  me 
if  I  would  consent  to  holding  a  meeting  on  Monday. 
I  told  him,  Mr.  President,  due  to  the  fact  that  on 
Monday  we  have  the  meeting  and  on  Monday 
morning  I  am  pretty  well  taken  up  by  constituents 
coming  into  my  office,  I  asked  him  if  he  would  be 
kind  enough  to  hold  it  off  until  any  day  of  the 
following  week.  He  promised  me  he  would  have  a 
meeting  this  coming  Thursday.  Now  I  am  con- 
fronted with  his  presenting  this  name  for  con- 
firmation. Mr.  President,  I  have  always  fought 
against  underhanded  methods.  I  do  not  like 
them  and  will  not  stand  for  them,  regardless  who 
the  person  is.  I  think  we  are  entitled  to  a  fair 
and  square  deal.  I  ask  that  this  be  returned  back 
to  the  committee. 

Coun.  BRYAN — Mr.  President,  the  name  of 
this  gentleman  was  submitted  to  the  Council  and 
passed  on  to  me  and  my  committee  on  May  13. 
It  has  been  held  up  several  weeks.  I  had  a  special 
meeting  last  Thursday.  All  the  names  which 
came  before  my  committee  were  checked  and  sub- 
mitted here  today.  Councilor  Russo  was  unable 
to  attend  at  the  time.  He  did  call  me  on  the  tele- 
phone and  he  said  he  would  come  over.  I  would 
go  along  with  Councilor  Russo  and  hold  it  up 
another  week,  but  due  to  the  fact  we  are  going  to 
adjourn  for  two  weeks,  I  do  not  think  it  is  right 
for  the  gentleman  who  has  the  position  and  has 
been  confirmed  to  be  held  up  two  weeks  more. 

President  KELLY — We  are  adjourning  to 
July  1st,  three  weeks  from  today. 

Coun.  BRYAN — I  do  not  think  it  is  fair  to 
keep  him  waiting  three  weeks.  The  Mayor  sent 
the  name  in  to  the  Council  which  confirmed  his 
appointment.  I  do  not  think  Councilor  Russo 
has  any  fight  with  the  chairman  or  the  committee 
over  the  appointment.  If  he  has  anything  further 
to  say,  if  he  wants  to  hold  it  up,  it  is  his  privilege. 
If  it  is  to  be  held  up  any  further,  it  should  come 
from  Councilor  Russo  and  not  the  chairman  or 
the  committee. 

Coun.  HURLEY — Mr.  President,  a  week  ago  I 
asked  to  have  this  thing  acted  upon.  After  talking 
with  some  of  the  members  of  the  Council,  they 
said,  "Let  it  go  another  week,  and  give  Councilor 
Russo  an  opportunity."  Councilor  Russo  was 
notified  verbally  of  the  meeting  by  the  Chair. 
The  candidate  was  not  notified  because  there  was 
no  need  of  bringing  him  back.  He  had  been  heard 
by  the  committee.  He  answered  all  the  questions 
put  to  him  by  the  committee.  It  was  reported 
back  that  he  should  be  confirmed.  We  have  no 
quarrel  with  Councilor  Russo  or  with  the  candi- 
date. I  have  known  the  candidate  over  a  number 
of  years  and  have  always  found  him  to  be  a  right 
guy.  I  do  not  see  any  reason  for  further  delay  in 
this  matter.  If  there  is  any  information  that  the 
councilor  wanted  to  ask  the  chairman  about  the 
prospective  candidate,  he  has  all  the  information 
they  gave  him  at  the  hearing.  He  has  spent  a 
whole  day  here.  He  was  not  notified  last  Thurs- 
day. The  chairman  felt  there  was  no  need  for 
bringing  him  back  and  asking  questions  about  his 
qualifications.  The  chairman  had  all  the  answers. 
The  candidate  has  been  around  here  all  day  long. 
I  do  not  think  that  this  man  should  be  held  over 
three  or  four  more  weeks.  There  will  be  nothing 
gained  by  it.  It  is  only  a  matter  of  delay.  Once 
again,  I  know  him,  and  that  is  why  I  asked  to 
have  his  name  removed.  This  is  nothing  personal 
at  all  with  Councilor  Russo  as  far  as  the  appoint- 
ment of  this  candidate  is  concerned.  I  hope  you 
gentlemen  here  will  go  along  and  confirm  him 
today. 

Coun.  MUCHNICK— Mr.  President,  I  think 
we  can  assume  that  the  appointment  of  a  constable, 
is  necessary  if  the  name  has  been  submitted  by  the 
Mayor's  office.  If  the  appointment  of  this  man 
has  been  approved  by  the  Committee  on  Con- 
stables and  Confirmations,  there  seems  to  be  a 
doubt  in  the  minds  of  one  or  more  of  the  councilors 
as  to  whether  this  man  is  a  fit  person  to  hold  the 
office  of  constable.  The  committee  has  voted 
after  examination  that  he  is  a  fit  person.  It 
seems  to  me  that  the  only  fair  thing  to  do  in  here 
is,  if  Councilor  Russo  has  any  information  to 
divulge  which  would  show  the  unfitness  of  this 
applicant,  he  should  tell  it  to  us  now.  Otherwise, 
we  should  act  in  accordance  with  the  committee's 
report.  If  Councilor  Russo  wishes  to  furnish 
some  information  which  might  tend  to  change  the 
minds  of  some  of  the  members  of  the  Council,  it 
seems  to  me  it  is  encumbent  upon  him  to  do  it  now 
rather  than  to  wait  another  few  weeks. 


Coun.  RUSSO — Mr.  President,  the  gentleman 
in  question  is  one  I  do  not  know  personally.  I 
do  not  know  who  he  is.  I  have  nothing  to  say 
so  far  as  his  character  or  anything  else  is  concerned. 
I  do  not  know  who  he  is.  It  may  be  possible  I 
know  him  by  sight. 

Coun.  MUCHNICK— Mr.  President,  will  the 
gentleman  yield  for  a  question? 

Coun.  RUSSO— When  I  get  through.  Mr. 
President,  last  week  it  was  agreed  that  this  name 
be  held  over  and  sent  in  to  the  committee  with  the 
purpose  of  holding  it  for  a  meeting  by  the  com- 
mittee, the  man  to  be  invited  to  be  present. 

Coun.  HURLEY— Mr.  President,  would  the 
gentleman  yield  for  a  short  question? 

Coun.  RUSSO— When  I  get  through.  Mr. 
President,  it  was  agreed  that  the  name  be  sent 
back  to  the  committee  and  that  this  particular 
individual  in  question  be  examined  further.  He 
lives  in  my  district.  I  feel  it  is  my  duty  as  a 
representative  of  that  district  to  know  who  and 
what  individual  has  an  appointment.  I  asked 
the  chairman  to  notify  the  individual  and  to 
notify  the  Budget  Commissioner.  On  last  Thurs- 
day, when  the  meeting  was  supposed  to  be  held,  I 
got  in  touch  with  the  chairman  and  asked  him  if 
they  were  ready  to  go  ahead  with  the  meeting. 
I  was  tied  up  for  a  little  while.  He  told  me  that 
they  were  not  ready  and  that  the  person  had  not 
arrived.  I  left  him  my  telephone  number,  to  call 
me  as  soon  as  they  were  ready  to  proceed  with  the 
meeting.  Not  hearing  from  him,  I  again  called 
back.  I  was  told  that  due  to  the  fact  that  they 
did  not  notify  the  individual  they  were  going  to 
postpone  it  to  Monday.  I  asked  the  chairman 
about  that,  telling  him  it  was  unfair  to  me  because 
on  Mondays  we  had  the  meeting  in  the  afternoon 
and  I  have  many  of  my  constituents  coming  in 
to  my  office  so  that  perhaps  I  would  be  unable  to 
be  at  the  meeting.  I  asked  him  if  it  could  be 
postponed  to  another  day.  He  agreed  on  this 
coming  Thursday.  Now  I  have  not  been  notified 
by  the  committee  before  this  time  that  the  name 
was  going  to  be  presented.  I  ask  you  councilors, 
if  it  were  in  your  own  ward,  would  you  be  asking 
for  the. same  thing  I  am  asking?  I  do  not  believe 
I  am  unfair.  I  believe  each  one  of  us  has  a  duty 
to  perform.  I  never  interfere  in  someone  else's 
ward.  I  believe  the  people  of  the  district  come  to 
the  councilors  in  here  to  protect  the  rights  of  those 
particular  wards.  When  it  comes  to  a  question 
of  the  general  welfare  of  the  City  of  Boston, 
naturally  we  are  all  combined.  There  is  nothing 
personal  on  this  question.  I  am  only  asking  what 
I  believe  I  am  entitled  to.  I  feel,  Mr.  President, 
I  am  sure  in  any  committee  I  have  been  chairman 
of  that  I  have  never  gone  ahead  and  done  anything 
by  an  underhanded  method. 

Coun.  MUCHNICK— I  wonder  if  the  councilor 
would  answer  the  question  now. 

Coun.  RUSSO — I  cannot  answer  a  question 
unless  I  hear  it.     I  would  like  to  hear  the  question. 

Coun.  MUCHNICK— What  is  there  to  your 
knowledge  about  this  constable  that  makes  him 
unfit  to  be  in  the  service  of  the  city? 

Coun.  RUSSO — I  do  not  care  to  answer  that 
question  at  the  present  time. 

President  KELLY — The  question  is  on  the 
motion  to  recommit  to  the  committee.  The 
Chair  is  in  doubt  and  asks  for  a  show  of  hands. 
The  vote  is  5  to  4,  and  it  is  not  recommitted. 
Councilor  Russo  doubts  the  vote  and  asks  for  a 
roll  call;  having  been  joined  by  two  other  coun- 
cilors, the  clerk  will  call  the  roll. 

The  roll  was  called,  and  the  motion  to  recommit 
was  lost,  yeas  6,  nays  6: 

Yeas — Coun.  Bay  ley,  Bryan,  Chase,  Coffey, 
Keenan,  Russo — 6. 

Nays — Coun.  Cantwell,  Cook,  Hurley,  Kelly, 
Muchnick,  Scannell — 6. 

Present — Coun.  Hannon,  Sullivan — 2. 

Coun.  RUSSO — Am  I  in  order  to  ask  for  recon- 
sideration? 

President  KELLY — It  is  not  in  order  to  have 
reconsideration  of  reconsideration. 

Coun.  RUSSO — I  move  it  be  laid  on  the  table. 

President  KELLY — Councilor  Russo  moves  to 
lay  the  appointment  on  the  table.  It  is  not  a 
vote.  Councilor  Russo  doubts  the  vote  and  asks 
for  a  roll  call,  two  other  councilors  having  joined 
him.     The  clerk  will  call  the  roll. 

The  roll  was  called,  and  the  motion  to  lay  on  the 
table  was  lost,  yeas  5,  nays  9: 

Yeas — Coun.  Bayley,  Chase,  Coffey,  Keenan, 
Russo — 5. 
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Nays  Coun.  Biyan,  Cantwell,  Cook,  Hurley, 
Ki'lU  ,  MoCormack,  Moriarty,  Muchnick,  Soan- 
aell     9. 

Present     Coun.  Sulli\ an     l . 

President  KELLY  The  question  Comes  on  con- 
firmation. The  Chair  will  now  appoint  Coun- 
cilors Cook  and  Coffcv  to  receive,  sort  anil  count 
the  ballots. 

Coun.  COOK — Having  been  on  the  com- 
mittee, I  would  rather  have  somebody  else. 

President  KELLY —  Councilors  Moriarty  and 
Coffey  will  receive,  sort  and  count  the  ballots. 

Coun.  RUSSO — Mr.  President,  I  would  like  to 
have  this  go  on  a  roll  call. 

President  KELLY — Two  other  members  having 
joined  Councilor  Russo,  the  committee  are  dis- 
charged with  the  thanks  of  the  Chair,  and  the 
clerk  will  call  the  roll. 

The  roll  was  called,  and  the  appointment  was 
confirmed,  yeas  12,  nays  3: 

Yeas — Coun.  Bryan,  Cant  well,  Carey,  Coffey, 
Cook,  Hurley,  Kelly,  McCorm'ack,  Moriarty, 
Muchnick,  Scannell,  .Sullivan — 12. 

Nays — Coun.  Bayley,  Chase,  Keenan — 3. 

Present — Coun.  Russo — 1. 

Coun.  MUCHNICK— Mr.  President,  a  point  of 
information.  Is  it  necessary  under  our  rules  to 
have  gone  through  the  formality  of  receiving, 
sorting  and  counting  the  ballots  in  order  for  this 
to  be  a  valid  appointment? 

President  KELLY — We  did  not  use  that  pro- 
cedure. We  were  in  the  midst  of  doing  it  when 
Councilor  Russo  asked  to  have  a  roll  call. 

Coun.  MUCHNICK — My  question  is  whether 
we  must  go  through  that  formality  in  order  for 
this  to  be  a  valid  appointment  regardless  of  what 
we  have  done. 

President  KELLY — I  am  informed  a  roll  call  is 
a  superior  method. 


EMPLOYEES   IN   MAYOR'S   OFFICE. 

Coun.  CHASE — Mr.  President,  I  move  that  my 
order  requesting  the  Finance  Commission  to 
investigate  the  need  of  the  many  employees  in 
the  Mayor's  office  be  taken  from  the  table. 

President  KELLY — The  order  is  not  on  the 
table.  The  Chair  will  rule  the  order  was  defeated 
at  the  last  meeting  because  less  than  a  quorum 
was  present.  You  can  submit  a  new  order  as  of 
today. 

Coun.  CHASE — Mr.  President,  I  submit  the 
same  order.  I  understand,  sir,  that  down  in  the 
Mayor's  office  we  have  something  like 

Coun.  SCANNELL — Mr.  President,  a  point  of 
order.  When  there  is  an  order  presented  to  this 
Body,  is  it  supposed  to  be  in  writing? 

President  KELLY — I  understand  the  gentleman 
presented  the  order  in  writing  last  week.  The 
gentleman  is  talking  on  the  order,  and  is  going 
to  present  it  in  writing  again  today.  The  order 
has  been  submitted  to  the  Council  once. 

Coun.  SCANNELL — But  that  order  was 
defeated,  and  this  is  just  another  order.  We 
should  have  some  procedure  here.  An  order 
should  be  presented  in  writing. 

President  KELLY— The  Chair  will  rule  Coun- 
cilor Chase's  motion  is  in  order.  Will  you  kindly 
write  the  order  out  and  submit  it  to  the  clerk  and 
proceed  to  talk?  The  Chair  permits  Councilor 
Chase  to  speak. 

The  order  previously  submitted  by  Coun. 
CHASE  is  as  follows: 

Ordered,  That  the  Boston  Finance  Commission 
be  requested  to  investigate  the  need  for  the  many 
employees  in  the  Mayor's  office. 

Coun.  CHASE — Mr.  President,  I  understand 
hia  Honor  the  Mayor  is  now  spending  $9.3,000 
annually  for  employees  in  his  office  as  against 
last  year's  budget  of  $71,000.  I  further  under- 
stand, sir,  his  Honor  the  Mayor  has  36  employees 
as  against  last  year's  record  of  24  employees.  Now, 
Mr.  President,  I  repeat  that  I  personally  cannot 
conceive  of  the  necessity  for  his  Honor  the  Mayor 
to  have  12  more  employees  than  the  Mayor  in 
the  last  administration;  nor  can  I  conceive  of  his 
spending  $20,000  over  the  last  administration 
figures  for  help.  I  believe  his  Honor  the  Mayor 
when  he  look  office  said  he  was  going  to  endeavor 
to  reduce  taxes  and  pursuee  very  worth-while 
method  of  doing  that.  I  submit  to  you  that  if  he 
has  staggered  his  office  with  a  lot  of  employees 
who  are  not  doing  any  work  and  not  giving  the 
city  a  run  for  its  money,  that  they  should  not  be 
there.     He  has  a  lot  of  political  employees  down 


there.  They  just  go  in  and  put  their  hat  on  the 
hat  rack  and  sit  around  and  look  wise.  They 
should  not  stay  there.  If  he  has  some  employees 
on  the  pay  roll  who  do  not  report  to  work  but  just 
go  down  and  collect  their  weekly  salary  on  pay 
day,  their  names  should  be  struck  out  from  the 
pay  roll.  I  submit  to  you,  sir,  that  last  year  we 
were  getting  along  with  a  considerably  less  number 
of  employees  than  this  administration  in  the 
Mayor's  office.  In  the  prior  administration  we 
got  along  without  this  large  number.  I  see  no 
reason  why  his  Honor  the  Mayor  should  not  get 
along  with  the  number  of  employees  that  other 
Mayors  have  got  along  with.  So,  sir,  I  hope  your 
Honorable  Body  will  see  fit  to  pass  this  order. 
It  is  within  the  province  of  his  Honor  the  Mayor's 
campaign  promises.  It  is  within  the  province  of 
his  many  statements  he  was  going  to  adopt  every 
worth-while  reduction  of  taxes.  I  recall,  sir,  when 
his  Honor  the  Mayor  flung  a  challenge  at  every 
member  of  the  Body  at  the  time  that  he  had  a 
dinner  on  the  day  of  inauguration.  At  that  time 
he  was  quite  cocky,  but  he  had  stated  that  he 
intended  to  conduct  this  municipal  government 
the  best  way  he  knew  how  and  that  he  was  going 
to  reduce  the  taxes. 

Coun.  COFFEY— Mr.  President,  I  doubt  the 
presence  of  a  quorum. 

President  KELLY— The  clerk  will  call  the  roll 
to  ascertain  the  presence  of  a  quorum. 

The  roll  was  called,  and  a  quorum  was  in  at- 
tendance. 

Present,  Coun.  Bayley,  Bryan,  Cantwell,  Carey, 
Chase,  Coffey,  Cook,  Hurley,  Kelly,  MeCormack, 
Moriarty,  Russo,  Sullivan — 13. 

Coun.  CHASE — Mr.  President,  I  well  remember 
when  he  stated  the  necessity  of  cutting  down  the 
number  of  constables  that  were  on  the  city  pay 
rolls.  He  said  they  had  not  proven  their  duties 
and  were  a  surplus  and  the  city  should  be  rid 
of  them.  I  remember  how  he  comes  back  here 
with  more  constables  and  is  continuously  sending 
in  constables  for  appointment.  He  does  not  lead 
me  to  believe  that  he  is  carrying  out  his  promises 
which  he  made  to  the  voters  when  he  was  inau- 
gurated, with  all  of  his  flowery  statements  about 
bad  conditions  in  Boston  and  how  he  was  going  to 
endeavor  to  remedy  the  situation.  It  just  does 
not  add  up.  Now,  I  remember  how  he  criticized 
the  Soldiers'  Department  created  by  the  last 
administration.  He  called  it  unnecessary  and 
abolished  that  particular  department.  I  remem- 
ber how  he  turned  an  about-face  within  a  few  days 
later  and  created  another  department  with  the 
same  sum  of  money  used  for  the  old  department 
and  placed  in  it  his  own  employees.  I  have  only 
too  well  in  mind  that  he  makes  one  statement  and 
then  does  a  right-about  face  a  few  days  later  in 
his  actions,  directly  contradictory  to  what  he 
promised  in  his  statements.  I  do  not  believe  it  is 
necessary  to  have  36  employees  in  the  Mayor's 
office. 

Coun.  MUCHNICK— Mr.  President,  a  point  of 
order.  I  have  no  desire  to  interfere  with  the 
councilor's  right  to  calumniate  and  denounce  and 
do  anything  he  wants.  I  think  he  ought  to  stick 
to  the  subject  matter  of  the  order. 

President  KELLV — Councilor  Chase,  will  you 
kindly  confine  your  remarks  to  the  order? 

Coun.  CHASE — My  remarks  are  leading  up  to 
the  order.  Have  in  mind,  sir,  I  am  making  every 
effort  to  influence  my  colleagues  by  my  speech  to 
vote  in  favor  of  this  order. 

President  KELLY — Continue. 

Coun.  CHASE — Mr.  President,  why  should  11 
or  12  more  employees  over  the  previous  adminis- 
tration be  in  the  Mayor's  office?  That  is  some- 
thing I  do  not  understand.  Is  it  a  case  of  his 
Honor  making  political  pay-offs  to  people  who  col- 
lect their  pay  and  do  not  report  to  work? 

Coun.  COOK — Will  the  councilor  yield  for  a 
question? 

Coun.  CHASE — I  do  not  care  to  yield  at  this 
time.  Well,  Mr.  President,  I  believe  if  we  can  get 
at  the  books  on  prior  years,  not  only  the  last  ad- 
ministration, but  the  administration  before  that 
and  even  the  administration  before  that,  right  in 
the  midst  of  the  depression,  you  will  not  find  36 
employees  in  the  Mayor's  office.  I  believe,  as  a 
member  of  the  Council,  I  am  justified  in  trying  to 
find  out  the  need  of  these  employees  because  we 
pass  on  the  budget.  It  is  an  item  which  we  have 
to  pass  on  every  year.  I  trust,  sir,  that  the  mem- 
bers of  your  l5ody  in  voting  on  this  matter  will 
keep  in  mind  that  this  is  an  all-time  record  for 
employees  in  the  Mayor's  office.     All  during  the 
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depression  period  when  people  were  out  of  work 
and  stalking  the  Mayor's  office  for  help,  we  never 
had  this  number  of  employees.  We  are  right  at 
the  height  of  prosperity.  It  seems  to  me  that  this 
thing  is  just  a  case  of  packing  the  office  with  a  lot 
of  political  pay-offs.  I  trust  that  this  Body  will 
pass  the  order. 

Coun.  HURLEY— Mr.  President,  as  I  have 
stated  a  number  of  times,  I  admire  this  fellow  from 
the  Back  Bay.  I  think  he  lias  a  lot  on  the  ball. 
As  yet,  I  have  yet  to  hear  him  say  the  fellow  down- 
stairs, our  Mayor,  has  done  one  thing  that  is  good. 
Everything  is  wrong  because  it  is  Curley.  Going 
back  to  padding  or  overloading  the  pay  rolls,  they 
might  have  had  help  down  there.  I  was  in  the 
office  of  the  Mayor  twice  last  year.  I  think  I  had 
to  fight  my  way  through  the  help,  the  clerks  and 
attaches  in  the  office.  Now,  Mr.  President,  I  do 
not  say  they  were  attached  to  the  Mayor's  pay 
roll,  his  office  pay  roll. 

Coun.  MUCHNICK— Mr.  President,  a  point  of 
order.  I  think  the  subject  under  discussion  is  the 
staff  of  the  present  Mayor's  office,  and  not  the 
staff  of  the  former  Mayor's  office. 

President  KELLY — I  think  the  Chair  was  a  bit 
lenient  with  Councilor  Chase.  I  think  he  is  lead- 
ing up  to  a  point. 

Coun.  HURLEY— Thank  you,  Mr.  President. 
I  am  leading  up  to  a  point.  Last  year  on  several 
occasions  I  visited  the  Acting  Mayor  of  Boston. 
You  would  have  to  fight  your  way  into  the  office 
with  the  attaches,  stenographers  and  clerks. 
Probably  they  were  not  attached  to  the  pay  roll  of 
the  Mayor's  office.  Certainly  they  were  collecting 
their  salaries  from  the  same  boss,  namely,  the  City 
of  Boston.  There  were  girls  working  in  that  office 
continually  who  were  assigned  on  the  assessors' 
office  pay  roll.  The  Recreation  Board  had  differ- 
ent representatives  in  there.  I  do  not  know 
whether  it  was  work  pertaining  to  the  City  of 
Boston  or  to  a  political  contest.  But  surely  with 
the  man  downstairs  now,  there  is  no  trouble  getting 
into  his  office.  You  do  not  have  to  battle  your 
way  through  the  crowd,  unless  he  has  a  conference 
there.  I  do  not  think  this  particular  order  has 
much  merit  to  it.  If  it  is  on  the  table,  I  hope  it 
stays  on  the  table. 

President  KELLY — Are  you  making  that  a 
motion? 

Coun.  HURLEY — No.  I  will  not  make  it  as  a 
motion.  I  will  let  the  Body  vote'  on  the  councilor's 
motion  to  remove. 

President  KELLY — He  has  not  made  any  mo- 
tion.    The  clerk  will  read  the  order. 

(The  order  is  read.) 


Coun.  CHASE — Mr.  President,  I  move  suspen- 
sion of  the  rule. 

Coun.  MUCHNICK — It  seems  to  me  the  Boston 
Finance  Commission  does  not  need  any  informa- 
tion from  us  or  any  invitation  from  anybody  else 
in  order  to  conduct  an  investigation.  They  have 
certain  powers  and  duties  under  the  statute  which 
sets  them.  up.  I  imagine  from  what  I  have  seen 
of  their  reports  in  the  past,  they  are  well  qualified 
to  initiate  and  conduct  any  investigation  they  feel 
they  want  to  conduct.  The  passage  of  this  order 
one  way  or  the  other  will  not  mean  a  thing.  It  is 
either  a  complimentary  pat  on  the  back  to  Coun- 
cilor Chase,  or  it  is  a  suggestion  that  the  Finance 
Commission  can  or  cannot  follow  as  they  see  fit. 
It  seems  to  me  everybody,  including  the  employees 
of  the  Mayor's  office,  would  welcome  such  an 
investigation  to  see  if  they  are  properly  on  the 
pay  roll  or  not. 

Coun.  CHASE — Mr.  President,  I  move  sus- 
pension of  the  rule. 

President  KELLY — Councilor  Chase  asks  sus- 
pension of  the  rule  and  passage  of  the  order. 

Coun.  CHASE — I  doubt  the  vote  and  ask  for  a 
roll  call. 

President  KELLY — I  have  not  announced  the 
result  yet. 

Coun.  CHASE — I  doubt  the  vote  and  ask  for  a 
roll  call. 

President  KELLY — The  question  first  comes  on 
the  roll  call  and  suspension  of  the  rule  which  takes 
15  votes.     The  clerk  will  call  the  roll. 

Coun.  RUSSO — Mr.  President,  I  would  like  to 
find  out,  sir,  what  is  the  vote  which  was  just  taken. 

President  KELLY — The  Chair  has  not  an- 
nounced it. 

Coun.  RUSSO — I  feel  before  the  announcement, 
before  we  go  on  to  a  roll  call,  that  decision  ought 
to  be  made. 

President  KELLY — The  question  is  on  the 
suspension  of  the  rule.     The  clerk  will  call  the  roll. 

The  roll  was  called,  and  the  motion  to  suspend 
the  rules  was  lost,  yeas  5,  nays  7: 

Yeas — Coun.  Bayley,  Bryan,  Chase,  Muchnick, 
Russo — 5. 

Nays — Coun.  Carey,  Cook,  Hannon,  Hurley, 
Keenan,  Kelly,  Moriarty — 7. 

Present — Coun.  Sullivan: — 1. 

President  KELLY — The  Chair  will  now  refer 
the  order  to  the  Executive  Committee. 


Adjourned  at  4  p.  m.,  on  motion  of  Coun. 
RUSSO,  to  meet  on  Monday,  July  1,  1946,  at  2 
p.  m. 
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Proceedings  of  City  Council. 


SPECIAL   MEETING. 

Thursday,  June  13,  1946. 

Special  meeting  of  the  City  Council  held  in  the 
Council  Chamber,  City  Hall,  at  1  p.  m.,  President 
KELLY  in  the  Chair.     Present,  all  the  members. 

The  meeting  was  opened  with  the  salute  to  the 
Flag. 

The  meeting  was  held  pursuant  to  the  following 
call  from  the  Mayor: 

City  of  Boston, 
Office  of  the  Mayor,  June  11,  1946. 
You  are  hereby  requested  to  attend  a  special 
meeting  of  the  City  Council^  to  be  held  in  the  City 
Council  Chamber,  City  Hall,  on  Thursday,  June 
13,  1946,  at  one  o'clock  p.  m.,  for  the  purpose  of 
taking  action  on  a  proposed  loan  for  $500,000  for 
veteran's  housing  in  Boston,  and  to  take  action  on 
pending  matters  now  before  your  Honorable  Body, 
and  on  any  other  business  as  may  come  before 
your  Honorable  Body. 

Respectfully, 
James  M.  Curley,  Mayor. 
Placed  on  file. 


PERMITS   FOR   CHILDREN. 

A  petition  for  children  under  fifteen  years  of 
age  to  appear  at  places  of  public  amusement  was 
received,  viz.: 

Helena   Alton   Stevens,   Brown   Hall,   June  28. 

Evelyn  Galvin,  Jeremiah  Burke  School,  June  15. 

Permits  granted  under  usual  conditions. 


NOTICE  OF  RESIGNATION. 

Notice  was  received  from  J.  Ralph  Granara  of 
resignation  as  Superintendent  of  Graves  Regis- 
tration, and  acceptance  by  the  Mayor. 

Placed  on  file. 


DESIGNATION      OF      ACTING      SUPERIN- 
TENDENT   OF    GRAVES     REGISTRATION. 

Notice  was  received  from  the  Mayor  of  desig- 
nation of  David  J.  Brickley,  Soldiers'  Relief  Com- 
missioner, to  be  Acting  Superintendent  of  Graves 
Registration,    vice    J.    Ralph     Granara,    resigned. 

Placed  on  file. 


APPOINTMENT  OF  HUGH  T.  GARTLAND. 

Notice  was  received  from  the  Mayor  of  appoint- 
ment of  Hugh  T.  Gartland  of  38  Pleasant  Hill 
avenue,  Dorchester,  to  be  a  Principal  Assessor  for 
term  ending  March  31,  1949,  vice  Edward  T.  Kelly, 
retired. 

Placed  on  file. 


PREPARATION  OF  NAMES  ON  JURY  LIST 
FOR   BALLOT   BOX. 

Coun.  KELLY  offered  the  following: 
Ordered,  That  the  City  Clerk  be  hereby  directed 
to  cause  the  names  of  the  Jury  List  (City  Docu- 
ment No.  46),  when  transmitted  to  him  by  the 
Election  Commissioners^  to  be  written  each  on  a 
separate  ballot,  and  said  ballots  to  be  properly 
folded,  and  placed  in  the  box  provided  for  the 
purpose. 

The  order  was  passed  under  suspension  of  the 
rule. 


PENDING    LEGISLATION    RE    VETERANS' 
HOUSING   BY  LEGISLATURE. 

President  KELLY— The  Chair  will  make  a  state- 
ment that  the  pending  legislation  on  this  housing 


matter  has  not  been  enacted  by  the  Legislature. 
We  expect  to  hear  on  it  momentarily.  In  view  of 
that,  it  may  be  necessary  to  recess  for  an  hour  or  so. 
In  the  meantime,  we  will  accept  any  motions  or 
resolutions. 


ENTERTAINMENT  OF  REPRESENTATIVES 
OF   ENGLISH   GOVERNMENT. 

Coun.  COOK  offered  the  following: 

Ordered,  That  the  Director  of  Public  Celebra- 
tions or  any  other  department  so  concerned  be  re- 
quested, through  his  Honor  the  Mayor,  not  to 
spend  any  of  the  city's  money  for  the  entertain- 
ment or  to  do  anything  in  respect  to  representa- 
tives of  the  English  Government. 

Coun.  COOK — Mr.  President,  I  know  that  in  the 
past  when  we  had  matters  which  a  councilor 
thought  were  not  the  city's  business  we  referred 
them  to  Rules.  I  have  brought  up  this  matter 
which  will  have  the  Mayor  refuse  to  spend  any  of 
the  city's  money  to  entertain  or  do  anything  in 
respect  to  any  representatives  of  the  English 
Government  and  it  is  one  that  concerns  the  city. 
I  am  not  talking  about  a  four-billion  dollar  loan 
which  I  hope  will  never  go  through.  I  am  talking 
about  what  the  city  can  do  to  show  how  it  feels 
toward  any  government  and  any  representatives 
of  a  government  that  will  come  out  and  make  such 
a  vicious  and  uncalled-for  statement  as  made  by 
the  Foreign  Secretary  of  the  English  Government 
yesterday.  Any  government  that  can  get  up  and 
say  that  the  United  States,  which  has  done  most 
of  the  work  in  this  war,  especially  so  far  as  England 
is  concerned ,  can  say  that  the  United  States  has  no 
interest  in  an  international  matter  except  that  they 
Want  to  keep  Jews  out  of  New  York,  that  govern- 
ment and  its  representative  should  never  be 
entitled  to  any  respect  from  this  city. 

Coun.  COFFEY— Mr.  President,  will  the 
gentleman  yield  for  a  moment?  I  want  to  bring 
out  that  I  introduced  an  order  here  a  couple  of 
months  ago  and  the  gentleman  from  Ward  12 
(Coun.  Cook)  at  that  time  saw  fit  to  get  up  and 
start  off  the  debate  on  the  order.  He  said  it  had 
no  interest  and  no  meaning,  and  so  forth,  and 
should  not  be  before  this  Body.  At  that  time 
Councilor  Cook  said  that  the  Congressional  fight 
and  Mr.  Kennedy,  one  of  the  candidates  for 
Congress,  had  nothing  to  do  whatsoever  with  city 
business.  Now,  on  the  matter  he  is  talking  on, 
I  can  rule  him  out  of  order,  and  ask  that  he  be 
ruled  out  of  order.  I  am  not  going  to.  I  want 
the  councilor  to  know  in  the  past  up  here  we 
have  always  allowed  each  other  to  have  his  say 
regardless  of  what  it  was. 

Coun.  COOK — Mr  President,  in  the  first  place, 
in  answer  to  the  councilor  from  Ward  1  (  Coun. 
Coffey)  I  do  not  recall  ever  having  shut  him  off 
on  debate.  So  far  as  I  know,  I  think  he  debated 
the  subject  quite  thoroughly.  I  do  not  remember 
his  being  shut  off.  This  is  the  city's  business. 
The  expenditure  of  money  by  the  Director  of 
Celebrations,  Public  Celebrations  or  any  other 
department  is  a  part  of  city  business.  This  City 
Council  can  request  the  Mayor  to  limit  the  persons 
for  whom  money  will  be  spent  by  way  of  respect 
or  entertainment.  The  representatives  of  the 
English  Government  are  coming  here,  some  of 
them  in  the  form  of  guests,  for  the  purpose  of 
lobbying  for  a  four-billion-dollar  gift  or  loan, 
and  some  of  them  for  other  purposes.  When  a 
representative  of  a  foreign  government  in  the 
postion  of  Foreign  Secretary  sees  fit  to  make  a 
statement  that  puts  the  whole  government  and 
the  people  of  the  United  States  on  the  spot,  so  to 
speak,  by  saying  that  all  they  are  interested  in 
in  any  international  matter  is  to  keep  Jews  out  of 
New  York,  after  all  the  United  States  has  done  in 
the  way  of  losing  lives,  ending  troops  and  pulling 
England's  coals  out  of  the  fire,  it  seems  to  me 
Boston  has  in  the  past  and  should  in  the  present 
and  future  stand  up  and  say  to  representatives 
of  the  English  Government  or  any  other  govern- 
ment that,  so  far  as  Boston  is  concerned,  they  do 
not  agree  with  it  and  go  on  record  as  doing  any- 
thing they  can  in  their  way  to  show  their  dis- 
agreement with  the  vicious  statements  which  will 
give  rise  only  to  another  World  War.  I  hope 
that  this  order  passes  under  suspension  of  the  rule. 

Coun.  RUSSO — After  listening  to  the  councilor 
from  Ward  12  (Coun.  Cook),  I  heartily  agree 
with  him,  although  at  times  he  does  not  agree 
with  me.  This  is  one  time  when  we  both  agree. 
We  cannot  expect  anything  else,  Mr.  President, 


:?;59 


CITY     COUNCIL. 


if  we  go  back  to  when  the  Prime    Minister  of 

England  came  into  the  United  Slates  some  time 
ago  an. I  then  finally  when  we  not,  into  the  war  he 
made  the  statement  he  worked  for  it,  prayed  for 
it,  ami  finally  that  the  I'niteil  Stales  was  in  just 
as  much  as  England  was.  Naturally,  they  are 
coin"  to  give  England  an  outright  gift  —  that  is 
what  it  will  be  —  of  $3,750,000,000.  It  seems  to 
me  we  are  putting  money  into  a  bad  debt.  England 
already  owes  the  United  States  billions  of  dollars 
on  Lend-Lease.  We  are  spending  more  money 
on  direct  competition  with  United  States  markets. 
1  do  not  subscribe  to  the  statement  of  the  Foreign 
Secretary  because  we  know  that  the  United 
States  of  America  and  our  government  does  not 
want  to  keep  any  American  out  of  the  United 
States.  It  has  been  the  melting  pot  of  all  national- 
ities. That  is  one  of  the  reasons  why  we  are 
great,  because  of  our  various  languages  that  are 
spoken  in  the  United  States.  We  have  taken  the 
best  out  of  these  nationalities  and  have  made 
America  what  America  is  today,  one  of  the  strongest 
and  most  powerful  nations  in  the  world.  I 
heartily  agree  and  do  hope  that  this  order  will 
pass  under  suspension  of  the  rule. 

The  order  was  passed  under  suspension  of  the 
rule. 


EXTENSION   OF   RAPID    TRANSIT 
FACILITIES. 

The  following  was  received: 

City  of  Boston, 
Office  of  the  Mayor,  June  13,  1946. 
To  the  City  Council. 

Gentlemen, — Chapter  494  of  the  Acts  of  1946 
submitted  herewith  amends  chapter  692  of  the 
Acts  of  1945  already  pending  before  your  Honorable 
Body.  These  two  acts  provide  for  the  extension 
of  Rapid  Transit  facilities  from  Maverick  square 
to  Orient  Heights  in  the  East  Boston  district. 
Chapter  692  provided  only  for  a  route  to  the  Day 
Square  Station.  Chapter  494  continues  that 
route  to  Orient  Heights.  The  extension  to  Orient 
Heights  is  a  comprehensive  addition  to  this 
important  artery  of  travel. 

These  acts  become  effective  when  approved  by 
the  Mayor  and  the  City  Council,  but  no  con- 
struction can  be  done  until  a  plan  and  estimates  of 
cost  indicating  that  the  project  can  be  completed 
at  a  cost  not  exceeding  $8,500,000  is  approved  by 
the  Department  of  Public  Utilities  and  the  con- 
tract for  its  use  entered  into  between  the  Boston 
Elevated  Railway  and  the  City  of  Boston. 

This  extension  of  rapid  transit  is  an  important 
part  of  the  master  plan  for  rapid  transit  in  the 
Metropolitan  district.  The  project  provides  easy 
access  to  the  Logan  International  Airport  and 
beyond  Day  square  to  Orient  Heights  in  East 
Boston.  With  this  ex-tension  in  operation  the 
Airport  will  be  the  only  large  air  field  in  the 
country  with  direct  rapid  transit  connection.  It 
makes  possible  a  10-cent  fare  to  the  Airport  and 
provides  a  passage  of  from  15  to  20  minutes 
between  the  Airport  and  the  center  of  the  city. 

There  are,  in  the  studies  contemplated  by  this 
department,  three  stations — one  near  Porter  street 
within  the  Airport,  the  second  near  Day  square 
and  the  third  at  Orient  Heights.  The  extension 
is  from  the  present  East  Boston  Tunnel  terminus 
at  Maverick  Square  Station  to  the  surface  at  the 
Airport,  thence  along  land  parallel  to  the  Boston 
&  Albany  right-of-way  and  beyond  the  Day 
Square  Station  on  the  roadbed  of  the  old  Boston, 
Revere  Beach  &  Lynn  Railroad.  The  length  of 
the  project  is  about  11,860  feet,  of  which  1,800 
feet  is  subway. 

Opportunities  for  work  will  be  extended  to 
veterans  whose  labor  will  be  used  upon  construction 
so  far  as  it  is  possible. 

I  recommend  the  acceptance  of  said  chapter  494 
of  the  Acts  of  1946  and  of  said  chapter  692  of  the 
Acts  of  1945,  providing  for  the  extension  of  rapid 
transit  facilities  in  East  Boston. 

Respectfully, 
James  M.  Curley,  Mayor. 


Ordered,  That  chapter  494  of  the  Acts  of  1946, 
entitled  "An  Act  Relative  to  the  Extension  of 
Rapid  Transit  Facilities  in  the  East  Boston 
District  of  the  City  of  Boston,"  be,  and  hereby  is, 
accepted. 

Referred  to  Executive  Committee, 


NAMING    OF    BANDSTAND    AT    JAMAICA 
POND. 

Coun.  McCORMACK  offered  the  following: 

Ordered,  That  the  Park  Commissioner  be 
requested,  through  his  Honor  the  Mayor,  to  name 
the  bandstand  at  Jamaica  Pond  the  Alfred  E. 
Moore  Bandstand  and  to  have  a  suitable  plaque 
affixed  thereto  designating  same  by  July  4th. 

Coun.  McCORMACK— Mr.  President,  Alfred 
E.  Moore  was  a  great  band  leader.  Every  Fourth 
of  July  he  conducted  a  band  concert  in  Jamaica 
Plain.  He  was  a  veteran  of  the  First  World  War. 
The  people  of  Jamaica  Plain  would  like  to  have 
the  bandstand  named  after  him  by  the  Fourth  of 
July  and  have  a  suitable  plaque  erected. 

The  order  was  passed  under  suspension  of  the 
rule. 


SELLING      OF      TICKETS      FOR      PUBLIC 
AMUSEMENT   BY   AGENCIES. 

Coun.  HURLEY  offered  the  following: 
Ordered,  That  an  ordinance  be  created  that  any 
agency  selling  tickets  for  any  public  amusement 
shall  have  a  diagram  of  the  seating  arrangements 
posted  in  a  conspicuous  location  in  the  agency  so 
that  the  purchaser  of  tickets  can  readily  observe 
the  location  of  the  ticket,  or  tickets,  being  sold 
to  him. 

Coun.  HURLEY — Mr.  President,  I  am  intro- 
ducing this  order  for  an  ordinance  to  protect  the 
public  from  the  people  selling  tickets  for  public 
amusements  in  the  City  of  Boston.  It  has  been 
brought  to  the  attention  of  the  public  more  so 
than  ever  now  as  a  result  of  the  fight  being  held  in 
New  York  next  week,  the  Conn-Louis  fight. 
They  are  selling  tickets  at  $100  apiece.  The 
purchasers  do  not  know  where  they  are  going  to 
git.  They  have  a  tricky  arrangement  in  number- 
ing and  lettering  tickets.  A  person  buying  a  ticket 
in  Row  1  and  spending  $100  for  the  privilege  of 
sitting  in  Row  1,  when  he  arrives  at  the  fight,  he 
is  back  so  far  he  will  have  to  bring  his  opera  glasses 
with  him.  They  start  off  with  the  Press  taking 
so  many  rows,  followed  then  by  Row  A. 

Coun.  KEENAN— Will  the  gentleman  yield  for 
a  question? 

Coun.  HURLEY — No.  I  know  it  is  going  to  be 
an  embarrassing  one.  They  start  off  with  Row  A 
and  run  the  alphabet  for  26  rows.  Then  they 
start  off  AA  and  run  26  rows.  The  purchaser 
buying  a  ticket  in  Row  1  finally  lands  in  the 
53d  row. 

Coun.  KEENAN— Mr.  President,  will  the 
gentleman  yield  for  an  embarrassing  question? 

Coun.  HURLEY— I  cannot  yield,  Mr."  Presi- 
dent. This  same  arrangement  or  tricky  way  of 
turning  out  tickets  is  in  Boston,  also.  I  have 
talked  to  one  of  the  men  running  a  fight  club  in 
Boston.  I  asked  him  about  this  ordinance  today. 
He  said  he  thought  it  would  be  a  very  good  one. 
He  said  it  appears  to  happen  in  the  Boston  Garden, 
the  Arena  and  Mechanics  Building  where  fights 
are  being  held,  that  the  same  way  of  setting  up 
tickets  alphabetically  and  numerically  exists,  so 
that  a  person  does  not  know  the  location,  I  hope, 
Mr.  President,  you  will  refer  this  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  Ordinances,  and  that  a  suitable 
ordinance  will  be  drawn  up  that  will  protect  the 
people  of  Boston  against  unscrupulous  persons 
running  public  events  and  amusements  in  Boston. 
Coun.  COOK — Mr.  President,  as  chairman  of 
the  Committee  on  Ordinances,  I  would  like  to  be 
informed  by  you  or  the  clerk,  or  anybody  who 
knows,  as  to  whether  the  Committee  on  Ordinances 
.  are  supposed  to  draw  the  ordinance  or  pass  on  an 
ordinance  presented  to  them? 

President  KELLY — In  this  instance,  councilor, 
the  committee  will  have  to  draw  up  an  ordinance. 
It  is  not  in  the  form  of  an  ordinance  as  presented 
to  the  Body. 

The  order  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
Ordinances. 


CONFIRMATION    OF    APPOINTMENT    OF 
CONSTABLE. 

Coun.  KEENAN — Is  it  in  order  to  take  a  name 
off  the  table  that  has  been  there  two  weeks? 

President  KELLY — It  is  in  order. 

Coun.  KEENAN — I  move  to  have  the  name  of 
James  W.  Daly  taken  off.  It  is  No.  2  on  the 
calendar.     The  motion  was  carried. 
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No.  2  on  the  calendar  was  as  follows: 

2.  Confirmation  of  appointment  submitted  by 
Mayor  May  20,  1946,  of  James  W.  Daly,  to  be  a 
Constable,  not  authorized  to  serve  civil  process. 

The  roll  was  called,  and  the  appointment  was 
confirmed,  yeas  15,  nays  0: 

Yeas — Coun.  Bryan,  Cantwell,  Coffey,  Fish, 
Hurley,  Keenan,  Kelly,  Kinsella,  Lane,  Linehan, 
McCormack,  Moriarty,  Muchnich,  Russo,  Scannell 
—15. 

Nays — 0. 

Voting  present — Coun.  Bayley. 


RECESS. 

On  motion  of  Coun.  FISH,  the  Council  voted 
at  1.35  p.  m.,  to  take  a  recess,  subject  to  the  call 
of  the  Chair.  The  members  reassembled  and 
were  called  to  order  by  President  KELLY  at 
4  p.  m. 


EXECUTIVE   COMMITTEE   REPORTS. 

Coun.  FISH,  for  the  Executive  Committee, 
submitted  the  following: 

1.  Report  on  message  of  Mayor  and  order 
(referred  May  20)  authorizing  contracts  for 
temporary  housing — recommending  that  same 
ought  to  pass. 

The   report  was   accepted,    and   the   order   was 


2.  Report  on  order  (referred  June  3)  that 
President  of  Council  designate  committee  of  three 
members  other  than  members  of  Licensing  Com- 
mittee to  investigate  passing  of  report  and  granting 
of  license  to  Eastern  Massachusetts  Street  Railway 
Company  to  operate  motor  vehicles  from  Sullivan 
square  to  Somerville  line — that  same  ought  not  to 
pass. 

The  report  was  accepted,  and  the  order  was 
rejected. 


LOAN   OF   $500,000   TO   PROVIDE 
HOUSING   FOR   VETERANS. 

The  following  was  received: 

City  of  Boston, 
Office  of  the  Mayor,  June  13,  1946. 
To  the  City  Council. 

Gentlemen, — Under  the  authority  contained  in 
chapter  13  of  the  Acts  of  1946,  I  submitted  to 
your  Honorable  Body  a  loan  order  in  the  sum  of 
$500,000  to  provide  housing  for  veterans  of  World 
War  II.  With  commendable  promptness,  your 
Body  gave  this  order  its  first  reading  on  the  day 
submitted. 

Because,  however,  of  legal  objections  concerning 
the  constitutionality  of  this  act,  it  was  repealed, 
and  a  new  act,  chapter  372,  passed  in  its  stead  by 
the  Legislature. 

Under  the  provisions  of  chapter  372  of  the  Acts 
of  1946,  I  now  submit  a  new  loan  order  in  the  sum 
of  $500,000  for  housing  for  veterans  of  World 
War  II.  I  am  informed  that  the  constitutional 
objections  to  this  type  of  legislation  have  been 
found  unsound  by  the  Justices  of  the  Supreme 
Judicial  Court. 

I  respectfully  request  that  your  Honorable 
Body  give  a  first  reading  today  to  this  new  loan, 
order.  I  also  respectfully  request  that  the  order 
submitted  by  me  on  May  13,  and  now  pending 
before  your  Body,  be  rejected. 

The  need  for  housing  for  veterans  is  acute. 
Every  agency  concerned  in  the  formulation  of  a 
program  to  hasten  construction  for  veterans' 
needs,  has,  and  is,  cooperating  to  the  fullest. 
During  the  past  several  weeks,  I  have  given  this 
pressing  problem  absolute  priority  in  the  execu- 
tion of  the  city's  affairs.  Despite  many  obstacles 
and  difficulties,  it  now  appears  that  the  construc- 
tion program  can  proceed  without  further  delays. 
I  ask  the  continued  cooperation  of  your  Body  in 
this  matter,  so  that  through  our  mutual  efforts 
we  may  break  the  bottle-neck  of  this  serious  hous- 
ing shortage  which  is  felt  so  keenly  by  those  who 
have  done  so  much  for  us  and  for  our  country. 
Respectfully, 
James  M.  Curley,  Mayor. 


Ordered,  That  in  accordance  with  the  provi- 
sions of  chapter  372  of  the  Acts  of  1946,  the 
sum  of  $500,000  be,  and  hereby  is,  appropriated, 
to  provide  housing  for  veterans  of  World  War  II, 
and  that  the  City  Treasurer  be  authorized  to 
issue,  from  time  to  time,  with  the  approval  of 
the  Mayor,  bonds  or  certificates  of  indebtedness 
of  the  city  to  said  amount. 

The  question  came  on  giving  the  order  its 
first  reading  and  passage. 

Coun.  RUSSO— Mr.  President,  "have  we  had 
any  notification  yet  from  the  State  Legislature? 

President  KELLY — I  am  informed,  councilor, 
we  have  not  had  any  notification  as  yet.  We 
believe  the  present  order  is  legal  in  form. 

Coun.  RUSSO— Mr.  President,  certainly  I 
would  be  the  last  one  to  try  to  take  away  from 
a  veteran  anything  on  his  behalf.  We  certainly 
know  that  regardless  of  what  we  do  for  them, 
it  is  not  enough  for  what  they  have  done  for  all 
of  us.  However,  I  am  wondering,  Mr.  President, 
why  Congress  has  not  acted  up  to  this  time  as 
they  acted  during  the  war.  They  took  over 
hotels  and  all  available  space  they  could  find 
in  order  to  house  our  boys  when  they  were  needed 
for  war.  Why  can't  they  take  over  some  of  the 
hotels  in  order  to  provide  shelter  for  these  indi- 
viduals who  have  come  back?  I  am  sure  that 
the  veterans  are  seeking  work  and  a  place  to  live. 
I  feel  that  the  government  should  take  over 
some  of  the  hotels  with  a  moderate  price  to  the 
veteran  and  the  government  could  subsidize  the 
bonds  until  such  time  as  this  emergency  housing 
shortage  would  be  over.  I  know  that  we  want 
to  do  everything  that  we  can  for  the  veterans, 
and  I  am  sure  I  will  be  the  last  one  to  hold  up 
anything  on  their  behalf. 

President  KELLY — If  there  is  no  objection, 
the  rules  will  be  suspended,  and  the  clerk  will 
call  the  roll  and  give  the  order  its  first  reading. 

The  roll  was  called,  and  the  order  was  given  its 
first  reading  and  passage,  yeas  18,  nays  0: 

Yeas — Coun.  Bayley,  Bryan,  Cantwell,  Cook, 
Fish,  Hurley,  Keenan,  Kinsella,  Kelly,  Lane, 
Linehan,  Madden,  Mc  Cormack,  Moriarty,  Much- 
nick,  Russo,  Scannell,  Sullivan — 18. 

Nays — 0. 

Coun.  LINEHAN — Mr.  President,  a  point  of 
information.  Will  we  have  a  chance  two  weeks 
from  now  to  ask  questions  about  whether  or  not 
the  contract  is  to  be  given  out,  and  how,  on  the 
$500,000  we  are  going  to  appropriate? 

President  KELLY — It  can  be  debated  before 
it  has  its  second  reading. 

Coun.  LINEHAN — I  wonder  if  we  will  have 
some  one  up  here  like  the  Public  Works  Commis- 
sioner and  others,  when  we  go  into  the  executive 
session. 

President  KELLY — It  is  up  to  the  pleasure  of 
the  Council  to  make  a  motion  to  have  them 
come  up. 

Coun.  LINEHAN — I  move  it  be  referred  to 
the  executive  session. 

Coun.  MUCHNICK— Mr.  President,  talking 
on  the  motion,  I  would  just  like  to  add  that  invi- 
tations be  sent  to  all  persons  who  can  give  us 
information. 

President  KELLY — And  that  invitations  be 
sent  to  all  persons  who  can  give  us  information. 

Coun.  RUSSO— Mr.  President,  may  I  be 
informed,  in  so  far  as  the  roll  call  is  concerned, 
what  the  final  vote  was? 

President  KELLY — Eighteen  in  the  affirma- 
tive and  none  in  the  negative. 

Coun.  RUSSO — I  have  been  informed  by 
several  of  my  colleagues  that  my  vote  has  not 
been  tabulated  the  way  I  voted. 

President  KELLY — Councilor  Russo  was  re- 
corded in  the  affirmative. 

Coun.  HURLEY — I  move  we  take  the  original 
order  of  $500,000  from  the  table. 

President  KELLY — It  is  a  vote  and  so  ordered. 
The  Chair  will  make  a  motion  that  we  reject  the 
old  loan  order,  according  to  the  Mayor's  request. 

The  order,  submitted  by  the  Mayor  on  May  13, 
1946,  was  rejected. 


Adjourned  at  4.10  p.  m.,  on  motion  of  Coun. 
FISH,  to  meet  on  Monday,  July  1,  1946,  at  2  p.  in. 
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CITY  OF  BOSTON. 


Proceedings  of  City  Council. 


Monday,  July  1,  1946. 

Regular  meeting  of  the  City  Council  held  in  the 
Council  Chamber,  City  Hall,  at  2  p.  m.,  President 
KELLY  in  the  chair.     All  the  members  present. 

The  meeting  was  opened  with  the  salute  to  the 
Flag. 


APPOINTMENTS   BY   THE  MAYOR. 

Subject  to  confirmation  by  the  Council,  the 
Mayor  submitted  the  following  appointments, 
viz.: 

Constable  to  serve  without  bond  and  without 
authority  to  serve  civil  process  for  term  ending 
April  30,  1947:  John  J.  Curley,  15  Roxbury  court, 
Roxbury. 

Measurer  of  Grain,  for  term  ending  April  30, 
1947:  John  T.  Shanahan,  19  Marney  street, 
Cambridge. 

Weigher  of  Goods  for  term  ending  April  30, 
1947:  Richard  S.  Noone,  Noone  Sand  and  Gravel 
Company;  Paul  Tedeschi,  Noone  Sand  and  Grave! 
Company;  Andrew  G.  Viglas,  Pilgrim  Fuels,  Inc.; 
John  F.  Fleming,  Boston  Grain  and  Flour  Ex- 
change, Inc.;  Alphonso  S.  Marchant,  Walter 
Baker  &  Co.,  Inc.;  William  P.  Ferriter,  10  Lyman 
terrace,  Waltham ;  Charles  J.  Toye,  Alden  Storage 
Company,  Inc. ;  Michael  Shoohigh,  52  Pine  street, 
Chelsea,  Mass. 

Severally  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Con- 
stables and  Confirmations. 


MUNICIPAL     BUILDING     ON     BILLINGS 
FIELD. 

The  following  was  received: 

Citv  of  Boston, 
Office  of  the  Mayor,  June  29,  1946. 
To  the  City  Council. 

Gentlemen, —  I  transmit  herewith  communica- 
tion from  the  Park  Department,  in  reply  to  your 
order  of  June  3,  1946,  to  construct  a  municipal 
building  on  Billings  Field,  Ward  20,  the  funds  to 
be  made  available  from  the  Parkman  Fund. 
Respectfully, 
James  M.  Cubley,  Mayor. 


City  of  Boston, 
Park  Department,  June  15,  1946. 
J.  Joseph  Connors, 

Chief  Clerk,  Mayor's  Office. 
Dear  Sir, —  I  have  your  memorandum  of  recent 
date  with  inclosure,  order  from  the  City  Council 
that  the  Park  Commission  construct  a  municipal 
building  on  Billings  Field,  Ward  20. 

Please  be  informed,  we  have  no  money  available 
for  this  purpose,  it  would  cost  at  least  $250,000. 
The  money  would  have  to  be  appropriated  through 
a  loan  for  this  purpose. 

Very  truly  yours, 
William  P.  Long,  Chairman. 
Placed  on  file. 


CLEANING  OF  SOUTH  BOSTON  PARKS 
AND   BEACHES. 

The  following  was  received: 

City  of  Boston, 
Office  of  the  Mayor,  June  29,  1946. 
To  the  City  Council. 

Gentlemen, — I  transmit  herewith  communica- 
tion from  the  Park  Department,  in  reply  to  your 
order  of  May  27,  1946,  to  take  immediate  action  in 
the  cleaning  up  of  all  parks  and  beaches  in  South 
Boston. 

Respectfully, 
James  M.  Cubley,  Mayor. 


City  of  Boston, 
Park  Department,  June  10,  1946. 
J.  Joseph  Connors, 

Chief  Clerk,  Mayor's  Office. 
Dear  Mr.  Connors, — Acknowledging  your  letter, 
with  inclosure,  order  from  the  City  Council,  that 
the  Park  Department  take  action  to  clean  up  all 
parks  and  beaches  in  South  Boston. 

Please  be  assured  every  attention  will  be  given 
to  this  order  at  the  earliest  possible  moment. 
Very  truly  yours, 
William  P.  Long,  Chairman. 
Placed  on  file. 


SANDING   OF   SAVIN   HILL   BEACH. 
The  following  was  received: 

City  of  Boston, 
Office  of  the  Mayor,  June  29,  1946. 
To  the  City  Council. 

Gentlemen, — I  transmit  herewith  communica- 
tion from  the  Park  Department,  in  reply  to  your 
order  of  June  10,  1946,  to  direct  the  Park  Commis- 
sioner to  sand  Savin  Hill  Beach. 

Respectfully, 
James  M.  Cubley,  Mayor. 

City  of  Boston, 
Park  Department,  June  14,  1946. 
J.  Joseph  Connors, 

Chief  Clerk,  Mayor's  Office. 
Dear  Sir, — I  have  your  memorandum  of  June  12, 
with  inclosure,  order  from  the  City  Council  that 
the  Park  Department  sand  Savin  Hill  Beach. 

I  will  try  and  comply  with  this  request  as  soon 
as  possible — at  the  present  time  we  are  sanding  the 
beaches  with  bath  houses  on  them. 

Very  truly  yours, 
William  P.  Long,  Chairman. 
Placed  on  file. 


CLEANING    OF    WARD   3    CATCH-BASINS. 

The  following  was  received: 

City  of  Boston, 
Office  of  the  Mayor,  June  29,  1946. 
To  the  City  Council. 

Gentlemen, — I   transmit   herewith    communica- 
tion from  the  Commissioner  of  Public  Works,  in 
reply  to  your  order  of  May  27,  1946,  to  clean  all 
catch-basins  in  the  Ward  3  section  of  Boston. 
Respectfully, 
James  M.  Cubley,  Mayor. 

City  of  Boston, 
Public  Works  Department, 

June  13,  1946. 
To  J.  Joseph  Connors,  Chief  Clerk,  Mayor's  Office. 
From    Robert    P.    Curley,    Commissioner,    Public 

Works  Department. 
Subject:   Report  on  City  Council  Order  May  27, 
1946.     Request  to  Clean  All  Catch-Basins  in 
Ward  3  Section  of  Boston. 
In  reply  to  City  Council  order,  May  27,  1946, 
to   clean   all   catch-basins   in   Ward   3   section   of 
Boston,   please  be  advised   that  we  have   under- 
taken a  survey  of  all  catch-basins  in  this  district, 
and  all  basins  needing  cleaning  will  be  attended  to. 
Robekt  P.  Curley, 
Commissioner  of  Public  Works. 
Placed  on  file. 


SHEARING  OF  SIDEWALK  TO  HELP 
TRAFFIC. 

The  following  was  received: 

City  of  Boston, 
Office  of  the  Mayor,  June  29,  1946. 
To  the  City  Council. 

Gentlemen,—  I  transmit  herewith  communica- 
tion from  the  Public  Works  Commissioner,  in 
reply  to  your  order  of  June  3,  1946,  to  consider 
the  advisability  of  shearing  about  3  feet  of  side- 
walk from  approximately  3708  Washington  street 
to  Morton  street,  Forest  Hills,  so  that  the  fluidity 
of  automotive  traffic  may  be  enhanced  and  thereby 
afford  relief  to  an  already  traffic  bottleneck. 
Respectfully, 
James  M.  Cubley,  Mayor. 
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City  of  Boston, 
Public  Works  Department,  June  19,  1946. 
To  J.  Joseph  Connors,  Chief  Clerk,  Mayor's  Office. 
From    Robert    P.    Curley,    Commissioner,    Public 

Works  Department. 
Subject:  Sidewalk      from      Approximately      3708 
Washington  Street  to  Morton  Street,  Forest 
Hills. 

I  return  herewith  order  in  City  Council  that  the 
Commissioner  of  Public  Works  consider  the  advis- 
ability of  shearing  about  3  feet  of  sidewalk  from 
approximately  3708  Washington  street  to  Morton 
street,  Forest  Hills,  so  that  the  fluidity  of  auto- 
motive traffic  may  be  enhanced  and  thereby 
afford  relief  to  an  already  traffic  bottleneck,  and 
this  will  advise  you  that  same  will  be  given  serious 
consideration. 

Robert  P.  Curley, 
Commissioner  of  Public  Works. 

Placed  on  file. 


CLEANING   OF   WARD   3   STREETS. 
The  following  was  received: 

City  of  Boston, 
Office  of  the  Mayor,  June  29,  1946. 
To  the  City  Council. 

Gentlemen, —  I  transmit  herewith  communica- 
tion from  the  Public  Works  Commissioner,  in 
reply  to  your  order  of  May  27,  1946,  to  instruct 
the  Sanitary  Division  to  clean  all  streets  in  Ward 
3,  especially  on  Saturday  nights. 

Respectfully, 
James  M.  Curley,  Mayor. 


City  of  Boston, 
Public  Works  Department,  June  19,  1946. 
To  J.  Joseph  Connors,  Chief  Clerk,  Mayor's  Office. 
From   Robert   P.   Curley,    Commissioner,    Public 

Works  Department. 
Subject:  Order  in  Council,  May  27,  1946. 

Receipt  is  acknowledged  of  your  memorandum  of 
June  5,  attaching  copy  of  order  in  Council,  under 
date  of  May  27,  1946,  as  follows: 

"Ordered,  That  the  Public  Works  Commissioner 
be  requested,  through  his  Honor  the  Mayor,  to 
instruct  the  Sanitary  Division  to  clean  all  streets 
in  Ward  3,  especially  on  Saturday  nights." 

The  foreman  in  charge  of  night  street  cleaning  in 
this  district  has  been  instructed  to  clean  all  these 
streets  every  night,  including  Saturday. 

Robert  P.  Curley, 
Commissioner  of  Public  Works. 
Placed  on  file. 


LIGHTING  OF  STAIRWAY,  MONASTERY 
PATH. 

The  following  was  received: 

City  of  Boston, 
Office  of  the  Mayor,  June  29,  1946. 
To  the  City  Council. 

Gentlemen, —  I  transmit  herewith  communica- 
tion from  the  Commissioner  of  Public  Works,  in 
reply  to  your  order  of  March  19,  to  install  lights 
along  the  stairway  of  Monastery  path,  which  is 
located  between  the  Brighton  High  School  and  the 
U.  S.  Marine  Hospital,  on  Warren  street,  Ward  21. 
Respectfully,  . 
James  M.  Curley,  Mayor. 


City  of  Boston, 
Public  Works  Department,  June  21,  1946. 
Mr.  J.  Joseph  Connors, 

Chief  Clerk,  Mayor's  Office. 
Dear  Sir, —  I  return  herewith  order  in  City 
Council  that  the  Commissioner  of  Public  Works 
install  lights  along  the  stairway  of  Monastery  path, 
which  is  located  between  the  Brighton  High  School 
and  the  U.  S.  Marine  Hospital,  on  Warren  street, 
Ward  21,  and  this  will  advise  you  that  the  Boston 
Edison  Company  has  been  issued  an  order  to  install 
these  lights.  This  order  was  sent  as  of  today, 
June  21,  1946. 

Very  truly  yours, 

Robert  P.  Curley, 
Commissioner  of  Public  Works. 
Placed  on  file. 


FUNDING    OF   OVERLAY    DEFICITS. 
The  following  was  received: 

City  of  Boston, 
Office  of  the  Mayor,  June  24,  1946. 
To  the  City  Council. 

Gentlemen,— Chapter  192  of  the  Acts  of  1946 
authorizes  the  borrowing  of  an  amount  not  exceed- 
ing in  the  aggregate  one  million  dollars  to  be  used 
to  meet  deficits  arising  through  the  granting  of 
abatements  of  taxes  assessed  in  years  prior  to 
1938  in  excess  of  the  overlay  included  in  the  tax 
levies  of  the  years  of  assessment.  This  legisla- 
tion represents  an  extension  of  the  authorization 
originally  granted  in  chapter  235  of  the  Acts  of 
1938  and  chapter  225  of  the  Acts  of  1941. 

According  to  the  records  of  the  auditor's 
office,  overlay  deficits  totaling  $290,356.08, 
relating  to  all  years  prior  to  1938,  will  be  reflected 
on  the  books  of  the  city  as  of  the  close  of  the  cur- 
rent month.  To  reimburse  the  city  treasury  for 
the  accumulated  loss  of  revenue  and  to  provide  a 
reserve  for  subsequent  deficits  as  they  may  arise 
during  the  balance  of  the  current  year,  I  submit 
an  erder  providing  for  an  appropriation  of  five 
hundred  thousand  dollars  and  respectfully  recom- 
mend adoption  of  this  order  by  your  Honorable 
Body. 

Respectfully, 
James  M.  Curley,  Mayor. 


Ordered,  That  under  the  provisions  of  chapter 
192  of  the  Acts  of  1946,  the  sum  of  five  hundred 
thousand  dollars  be,  and  hereby  is,  appropriated, 
to  be  used  for  the  funding  of  overlay  deficits,  and 
that  the  City  Treasurer  be  authorized  to  issue, 
from  time  to  time,  upon  request  of  the  Mayor, 
bonds  or  certificates  of  indebtedness  of  the  city  to 
said  amount. 

Referred  to  Executive  Committee. 


LOAN   FOR   OFF-STREET   PARKING 
FACILITIES. 

The  following  was  received: 

City  of  Boston, 
Office  of  the  Mayor,  July  1,  1946. 
To  the  City  Council. 

Gentlemen, — I  submit  herewith  a  loan  order 
in  the  sum  of  $5,000,000  for  public  off-street  park- 
ing facilities  in  the  City  of  Boston.  The  authority 
for  this  expenditure  is  contained  in  chapter  474 
of  the  Acts  of  1945. 

I  also  submit  herewith  a  communication  from 
the  Chairman  of  the  Board  of  Real  Estate  Com- 
missioners, the  body  designated  by  the  Legislature 
to  execute  the  provisions  of  the  act.  The  commu- 
nication is  self-explanatory. 

The  proposal  to  build  off-street  parking  facilities 
in  Boston  is  but  one  of  several  steps  which  must 
be  taken  to  alleviate  the  saturated  traffic  con- 
dition in  our  city.  In  and  of  itself,  this  proposal 
is  not  the  cure  for  the  situation  that  exists,  but 
it  will  help  materially,  and  will  be  the  first  advance 
measure  adopted  to  enable  our  city  to  meet  modern 
day  traffic  requirements. 

With  the  exception  of  the  problem  of  housing 
for  veterans,  the  traffic  problem  is  the  most  acute 
problem  facing  our  city  at  the  present  time. 
It  is  my  intention  and  purpose  to  attack  this 
problem  and  to  solve  it,  insofar  as  our  means 
permit.  In  its  broad  aspect,  the  problem  calls 
for  the  financial  cooperation  of  the  state  govern- 
ment, which  cooperation  I  shall  require  before 
proceeding  to  the  major  efforts  which  this  problem 
demands. 

In  view  of  the  fact  that  the  Board  of  Real 
Estate  Commissioners  cannot  proceed  under  the 
authority  given  it  by  the  Legislature  until  such 
time  as  an  appropriation  for  the  purpose  is  pro- 
vided, I  respectfully  request  your  Honorable  Body 
to  give  this  loan  order  its  first  reading  at  today's 
meeting.  It  is  imperative  that  work  be  started 
on  off-street  parking  facilities  immediately,  in 
order  that  we  may  meet,  in  some  measure  at 
least,  the  increasing  requirements  of  motor  traffic 
in  the  City  of  Boston. 

Respectfully, 
James  M.  Curley,  Mayor. 


JULY     1,     1946. 
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City  of  Boston, 
Real  Estate  Commission,  June  26,  1946. 
Hon.  James  M.  Curley, 

Mayor  of  Boston. 

My  dear  Mr.  Mayor, — The  1946  Legislature 
enacted  a  law  which  permits  construction  of 
off-street  parking  facilities  in  the  City  of  Boston, 
the  said  construction  to  be  under  the  Board  of 
Real  Estate  Commissioners.  Authority  for  the 
spending  of  five  million  dollars  is  given  in  the  act. 

The  provisions  of  the  act  are  lengthy  and  com- 
plex, and  I,  therefore,  will  not  attempt  to  set  them 
out  in  this  communication. 

However,  in  the  main,  the  salient  features  of  the 
act  are  as  follows: 

1.  Power  to  acquire  land  by  eminent  domain, 
purchase,  gift,  etc. 

2.  Locations  to  be  approved  by  the  City  Plan- 
ning Board,  Traffic  Commission,  and  Mayor. 

3.  Purchase,  etc.,  land  to  be  submitted  to  the 
Finance  Commission  ten  days  before  final  action. 

4.  To  lease  acquired  property  for  parking 
purposes. 

5.  Leasing  acquired  properties  by  public 
advertisements. 

It  is  important  that  a  loan  order  be  submitted 
to  the  City  Council  without  delay  because  none 
of  the  work  contemplated  in  the  act  can  be  started 
or  accomplished  until  an  appropriation  is  avail- 
able for  the  purpose. 

Consequently,  and  in  order  that  this  Board  may 

proceed  immediately,   I  respectfully  suggest  that 

your  Honor,  the  Mayor,  submit  a  loan  order  to 

the  City  Council  at  the  next  meeting  of  that  Body. 

Respectfully  yours, 

Irving  Lewis, 

Chairman. 


Ordered,  That  under  the  provisions  of  chapter 
474  of  the  Acts  of  1946,  the  sum  of  five  million 
dollars  ($5,000,000)  be,  and  hereby  is,  appro- 
priated, to  be  expended  under  the  direction  of  the 
Board  of  Real  Estate  Commissioners,  for  Public 
Off-Street  Parking  Facilities  in  the  City  of  Boston, 
and  that  the  City  Treasurer  be  authorized  to 
issue,  from  time  to  time,  on  request  of  the  Mayor, 
bonds  or  certificates  of  indebtedness  of  the  city  to 
said  amount. 

Referred  to  Executive  Committee. 


SALE  OF  PROPERTY  AT   BROOKLINE 
AND   LONGWOOD   AVENUES. 

The  following  was  received: 

City  of  Boston, 
Office  of  the  Mayor,  June  14,  1946. 
To  the  Honorable  City  Council. 

Gentlemen, — The  City  of  Boston  owns  a  certain 
parcel  of  property  situated  at  the  corner  of  Brook- 
line  avenue  and  Longwood  avenue  in  the  Roxbury 
District.  This  parcel  of  property  contains  approxi- 
mately 5,231  square  feet  of  land  together  with  the 
building  thereon.  This  land  was  acquired  in  1873 
for  Fire  Department  purposes,  and  the  building 
erected  thereon  by  the  city  was  formerly  used  by 
that  department.  In  1933  the  Fire  Department 
no  longer  requiring  said  property  for  its  purposes 
transferred  the  same  to  the  Public  Buildings 
Department.  In  the  same  year  your  Honorable 
Body  authorized  the  leasing  of  said  property  to 
the  Oliver  Ames,  Jr.,  Post,  No.  117,  American 
Legion,  for  a  term  of  years  at  an  annual  rental  of 
one  dollar  ($1). 

The  Oliver  Ames,  Jr.,  Post,  No.  117,  American 
Legion,  the  occupants  of  the  said  property  con- 
tinuously since  1933,  desire  to  purchase  the  land 
and  building  from  the  City  of  Boston  and  have 
offered  the  sum  of  one  thousand  dollars  ($1,000)  as 
the  purchase  price. 

The  Superintendent  of  Public  Buildings  informs 
me  that  the  said  property  is  no  longer  required  for 
any  public  purpose  and  recommends  that  it  be  sold 
to  the  Oliver  Ames,  Jr.,  Post,  No.  117,  American 
Legion,  for  the  sum  of  $1,000. 

I  am  of  the  opinion  that  the  sale  of  this  parcel 
of  property  to  the  Oliver  Ames,  Jr.,  Post,  No.  117, 
American  Legion,  at  the  present  time  would  be 
advantageous  to  the  City  of  Boston.  The  sum 
offered  as  the  purchase  price  of  this  property 
represents  at  the  present  rate  one  thousand  years' 
rental.  I  recommend  that  this  parcel  of  property 
be  sold  at  private  sale  for  the  sum  of  $1,000  to 


the  Oliver  Ames,  Jr.,  Post,  No.  117,  American 
Legion,  and  your  consideration  and  passage  of  the 
accompanying  order. 

Respectfully, 
•  James  M.  Cukley,  Mayor. 


City  of  Boston, 
Public  Buildings  Department, 

June  4,  1946. 
Hon.  James  M.  Curley, 

Mayor  of  Boston. 
Dear  Mr.  Mayor, — In  reference  to  letter  dated 
May  11,  1946,  regarding  an  offer  by  the  Oliver 
Ames,  Jr.,  Post,  No.  117,  to  purchase  the  building 
and  land  at  352  Longwood  avenue,  Boston,  now 
occupied  by  them  for  the  sum  of  $1,000  in  cash; 
I  will  say  that  I  am  in  hearty  accord  with  any- 
thing that  will  help  a  veterans'  organization. 

Inasmuch  as  the  sale  of  the  above  building  by 
the  city  places  this  property  in  the  tax  structure 
of  Boston  ana  consequently  the  city  will  benefit 
by  taxes  levied  upon  it  in  the  future,  I  approve 
of  the  sale  of  the  Oliver  Ames,  Jr.,  Post,  No.  117, 
for  the  proffered  sum  of  one  thousand  (1,000) 
dollars. 

I  trust  that  the  above  information  submitted  to 
you  is  sufficient. 

Respectfully, 

James  E.  Sullivan, 

Superintendent  of  Public  Buildings. 


Whereas,  The  City  of  Boston  owns  in  fee  a 
certain  parcel  of  property  containing  approxi- 
■  mately  five  thousand  two  hundred  thirty-one 
(5,231)  square  feet  of  land,  together  with  the  build- 
ing thereon,  situated  at  the  corner  of  Brookline 
avenue  and  Longwood  avenue  in  the  Roxbury 
district.  This  parcel  of  land  was  acquired  for 
Fire  Department  purposes  in  1873;    and 

Whereas,  This  parcel  of  property  in  1933  being 
no  longer  required  for  Fire  Department  purposes 
was  transferred  to  the  Public  Buildings  Depart- 
ment; and 

Whereas,  By  an  order  passed  in  City  Council 
September  18,  1933,  and  approved  by  the  Mayor 
of  the  City  of  Boston  September  29,  1933,  this 
parcel  of  property  was  leased  to  the  Oliver  Ames, 
Jr.,  Post,  No.  117,  American  Legion,  at  the  annual 
rental  of  one  dollar  ($1).  The  Oliver  Ames,  Jr., 
Post,  No.  117,  American  Legion,  has  continued  in 
continuous  occupation  of  this  property  and  is  now 
desirous  of  purchasing  this  property;    and 

Whereas,  The  Superintendent  of  Public  Build- 
ings has  declared  that  this  property  is  no  longer 
required  for  any  public  purpose  and  recommends 
the  sale  of  said  property  to  the  Oliver  Ames,  Jr., 
Post,  No.  117,  American  Legion,  for  the  sum  of 
one  thousand  dollars  ($1,000);  now  therefore  it  is 
hereby 

Ordered,  That  his  Honor  the  Mayor  of  the  City 
of  Boston  be,  and  he  hereby  is,  authorized,  in  the 
name  and  behalf  of  the  City  of  Boston,  to  sell  at 
private  sale  for  the  sum  of  one  thousand  dollars 
($1,000)  to  the  Oliver  Ames,  Jr.,  Post,  No.  117, 
American  Legion,  all  the  City  of  Boston's  right, 
title,  and  interest  in  and  to  said  parcel  of  property 
hereinafter  described,  and  to  execute  and  deliver 
a  deed  thereof  satisfactory  in  form  to  the  Law 
Department  of  the  City  of  Boston.  The  afore- 
said parcel  of  property  is  bounded  and  described 
as  follows: 

Southeasterly  by  Brookline  avenue,  by  two 
measurements,  ninety-four  and  3-100  (94.03)  and 
thirteen  and  98-100  (13.98)  feet,  respectively; 
southwesterlv  bv  land  now  or  formerly  of  Henry  M. 
Clark,  forty-eight  and  12-100  (48.12)  feet;  north- 
westerly by  land  now  or  formerly  of  Henry  M. 
Clark,  one  hundred  eight  (108)  feet;  northeasterly 
by  Longwood  avenue,  forty-eight  and  21-100 
(48.21)  feet;  containing  five  thousand  two  hundred 
thirty-one  (5,231)  square  feet  of  land,  more  or 
less.  Said  parcel  of  land,  together  with  the  budd- 
ing thereon,  and  all  of  said  measurements  are 
shown  on  a  plan  marked,  "City  of  Boston,  Brook- 
line Avenue,  Longwood  Avenue,  Roxbury,  June  10, 
1946,  Thomas  F.  McGovern,  Chief  Engineer,  Street 
Laying-Out  Department."  The  original  of  said 
plan  is  on  file  in  the  office  of  the  Street  Laying-Out 
Department,  City  Hall,  Boston. 

Referred  to  the  Committee  on  Public  Lands. 
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CITY     COUNCIL. 


AMENDMENT    OF    COMPENSATION    AND 
CLASSIFICATION   PLANS. 
The  following  was  received: 

City  of  Boston,* 
Office  of  the  Mayor,  July  1,  1946. 
To  the  City  Council. 

Gentlemen. —  I  transmit  herewith  for  considera- 
tion by  your  Honorable  Body  the  attached  pro- 
posal by  the  Budget  Commissioner  to  amend  the 
Compensation   and   Classification   Plans   for   the 
Officers  and  Employees  of  Suffolk  County." 
Respectfully, 
James  M.  Curley,  Mayor. 

City  of  Boston, 
Budget  Department,  July  1,  1946. 
To  the  Mayor  and  City  Council. 

Honorable  dear  Sirs, —  Rule  4,  "Amendment  of 
Classification  Plan"  of  the  "Compensation  and 
Classification  Plans  for  the  Officers  and  Employees 
of  Suffolk  County."  provides  that,  "The  Budget 
Commissioner  shall,  as  he  considers  necessary, 
from  time  to  time,  propose  amendments  to  the 
classification  plan,  together  with  the  reasons  there- 
for. Any  such  amendment  may  provide  for  the 
establishment  of  one  or  more  classes;  for  changes 
in  the  specifications  of  one  or  more  existing  classes; 
or  for  the  combination  or  abolition  of  existing 
classes.  Any  proposed  amendment  shall  become 
effective  upon  approval  by  the  City  Council, 
subject  to  the  provisions  of   the   City   Charter." 

In  accordance  with  the  above  rule,  and  in  order 
to  comply  with  the  provisions  of  chapter  182  of  the 
Acts  of  1946  establishing  the  office  of  Second 
Assistant  Clerk  of  Court  in  the  Municipal  Court 
of  the  South  Boston  District,  it  is  the  recom- 
mendation of  the  Budget  Commissioner  that  the 
classification  "Assistant  Clerk  of  Court"  be 
amended  by  adding  the  following: 

Municipal  Court,  South  Boston  District. 
Second  Assistant  Clerk  of  Court. 

Annual,  $2,200-$2,300-$2,400-$2,500. 
Respectfully, 

John  A.  Sullivan, 
Budget  Commissioner. 

Ordered,  That  in  order  to  comply  with  the 
provisions  of  chapter  182  of  the  Acts  of  1946,  the 
Compensation  and  Classification  Plans  and  Rules 
for  the  Officers  and  Employees  of  Suffolk  County 
as  adopted  by  the  City  Council  on  April  13,  1931, 
and  approved  by  the  Mayor  on  April  15,  1931,  be, 
and  the  same  hereby  are,  amended  as  follows: 

In  the  class  "Assistant  Clerk  of  Court,"  under 
the  "Range  Compensation,"  add  the  following: 

Municipal  Court,  South  Boston  District. 
Second  Assistant  Clerk  of  Court. 

Annual,  $2,200-$2,300-$2,400-$2,500. 
Referred  to  the  Committee  on  County  Accounts- 


FEE  FOR  PERMANENT  METAL  AWNINGS, 
ETC. 
The  following  was  received: 

City  of  Boston, 
Office  of  the  Mayor,  July   1,   1946. 
To  the  City  Council. 

Gentlemen, —  I  am  in  receipt  of  a  communica- 
tion from  the  chairman  of  the  Board  of  Street 
Commissioners,  in  which  it  is  recommended  that  a 
fee  be  established  for  permanent  metal  awnings, 
marquees,  etc.,  which  extend  over  the  public  ways. 
The  fee  is  to  be  the  same  as  that  now  in  effect  for 
other  types  of  marquees. 

I  am  in  accord  with  this  recommendation,  and 
submit  to  your  Honorable  Body  an  amendment 
to  the  ordinances  establishing  the  fee  as  suggested 
by  the  chairman  of  the  Board  of  Street  Com- 
missioners. 

Respectfully, 
James  M.  Curley,  Mayor. 

City  of  Boston, 
Board  of  Street  Commissioners, 

June  28,  1946. 
Hon.  James  M.  Curley, 

Mayor  of  Boston. 
Dear  Sir, —  This  Board  is  desirous  of  establish- 
ing, by  ordinance,  a  new  classification  of  fees  for 
projections  on  or  over  the  sidewalks,  to  cover  a  new 


kind  of  permanent  awning  of  the  non-retractable 
type,  which,  in  effect,  becomes  the  same  as  a 
marquee. 

It  is  the  opinion  of  the  Board  that  fees  for  this 
type  of  awning  should  be  the  same  as  those  now 
charged  for  marquees,  namely,  $10  per  annum  plus 
10  cents  per  annum  for  each  additional  linear 
foot  or  fraction  thereof  in  excess  of  20  linear  feet. 

We  respectfully  request  your  approval  in  sub- 
mitting this  to  the  City  Council  at  its  next  meeting, 
July  first,  due  to  the  fact  that  we  have  been  grant- 
ing permits  for  fees  at  the  rate  which  we  propose  to 
establish. 

Very  truly  yours, 

Richard  L.  Casey, 

Chairman. 

An  Ordinance. 

Be  it  ordained  by  the  City  Council  of  Boston,  as 
follows: 

That  section  one,  sub-section  ten,  of  chapter  6 
of  the  Ordinances  of  1938,  is  hereby  amended  by 
inserting  therein  a  new  sub-division  (C-l)  as 
follows: 

(C-l). —  Permanent  metal  awnings,  marquees, 
etc.,  twenty  linear  feet  or  less,  $10  per  annum; 
more  than  twenty  linear  feet  $10  per  annum,  plus 
ten  cents  per  annum  for  each  additional  linear  foot 
or  fraction  thereof  in  excess  of  twenty  linear  feet. 

Referred  to  the  Committee  on  Ordinances. 


SERVICE   CHARGE,  REGISTRY 
DEPARTMENT. 
The  following  was  received: 

City  of  Boston, 
Office  of  the  Mayor,  June  20,  1946. 
To  the  City  Council. 

Gentlemen, —  I  am  in  receipt  of  a  communica- 
tion from  the  Registrar  of  Births,  Deaths  and 
Marriages,  in  which  he  recommends  the  enactment 
of  an  ordinance  for  the  establishment  in  his  de- 
partment of  a  service  charge  of  3  cents  per  name 
to  commercial  interests  who  desire  a  daily  list  of 
births,  deaths  or  marriages. 

In  view  of  the  fact  that  the  records  in  question 
are  public  records,  I  see  no  objection  to  the  pro- 
posal of  the  City  Registrar.  The  fee  recommended 
seems  reasonable,  and  will  provide  a  revenue  to  the 
city  of  at  least  $3,000  per  year. 

I  recommend  the  adoption  of  the  accompanying 
ordinance. 

Respectfully, 
James  M.  Curley,  Mayor. 

City  of  Boston, 
Registry  Department,  June  18,  1946. 
Hon.  James  M.  Curley, 

Mayor  of  Boston. 

Dear  Mr.  Mayor, —  I  am  requesting  your  atten- 
tion in  the  matter  of  establishing  a  fee  to  be  charged 
by  the  City  of  Boston  through  the  Registry  De- 
partment for  the  compiling  of  lists  of  births  and 
marriages  to  be  used  for  commercial  purposes, 
provision  for  which  are  contained  in  Statutes  of 
1931,  chapter  297,  section  1,  as  amended  by 
Statutes  of  1939,  chapter  173,  provisions  of  which 
are  contained  in  a  legal  opinion  submitted  by  the 
Law  Department  to  me  under  date  of  April  3, 
1946. 

There  is  a  demand  for  lists  of  this  nature  and 
I  am  of  the  opinion  that  the  establishment  of  a  fee 
would  realize  for  the  city  a  revenue  of  approxi- 
mately $5,000  a  year  or  more.  My  opinion  in 
this  regard  is  based  upon  a  list  of  applicants  for 
such  list  which  I  now  have. 

It  is  my  understanding  that  other  cities  and 
towns  have  similar  arrangements  and  I  am  sug- 
gesting for  the  consideration  of  yourself  and  the 
members  of  the  City  Council  a  rate  of  3  cents  per 
name  for  each  name  so  listed.  Favorable  action 
on  the  part  of  yourself  and  the  members  of  the 
City  Council  will  permit  me  to  initiate  this  service 
in  the  Registry  Department. 

Respectfully, 
Michael  J.  Manning, 

City  Registrar. 

An  Ordinance. 
Be  it  ordained  by  the  City  Council  of  Boston,  as 
follows: 
That  under  the  authority  contained  in  chapter 
173  of  the  Acts  of  1939,  and  chapter  2  of  the  Ordi- 
nances of   1939,   the  Registrar  of  Births,   Deaths 
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and  Marriages  is  hereby  authorized  to  compile, 
for  purposes  of  sale  for  commercial  purposes,  lists 
of  births,  deaths  and  marriages,  or  each  of  them; 
and  the  said  Registrar  is  further  authorized  to 
establish  a  charge  of  three  cents  per  name  for  such 
service. 

Referred   to   the   Committee   on   Ordinances. 


PETITIONS   RECEIVED. 

The  following  petitions  were  received  and 
referred  to  the  committees  named,  viz.: 

Claims. 

Edward  F.  Blake,  to  be  reimbursed  for  suit  of 
clothes  destroyed  while  in  performance  of  police 
duty. 

James  F.  Brody,  for  compensation  for  damage 
to  car  by  truck  of  Park  Commission. 

Sidney  Cohen,  for  compensation  for  injuries 
caused  by  an  alleged  defect  at  86  American  Legion 
Highway. 

Mrs.  Raymond  Cote,  for  compensation  for 
injuries  caused  by  an  alleged  defect  in  Brookline 
avenue. 

George  F.  Devine,  for  compensation  for  injuries 
caused  by  an  alleged  defect  in  Blandford  street. 

Marie  E.  Fitzgerald,  for  compensation  for 
injuries  caused  by  an  alleged  defect  at  2  North 
avenue,  Roxbury. 

Betty  Gorman,  for  compensation  for  damage  to 
car  caused  by  an  alleged  defect  at  Washington  and 
Averton  streets. 

Adam  J.  Holowenko,  for  compensation  for 
damage  to  car  by  city  truck. 

Margaret  E.  Kelly,  for  compensation  for  damage 
to  property  at  72  Kingsdale  street,  Dorchester, 
caused  during  sidewalk  construction. 

Joseph  F.  Kilduff,  to  be  reimbursed  as  result  of 
execution  issued  against  him. 

Helen  C.  Logan,  for  compensation  for  injuries 
caused  by  an  alleged  defect  in  Tremont  street. 

William  L.  Lyon,  for  compensation  for  injuries 
caused  by  an  alleged  defect  in  Myrtle  street. 

Mrs.  A.  MacDonald,  for  compensation  for 
injuries  to  daughter  caused  by  an  alleged  defect  in 
Bowdoin  street. 

Arthur  E.  Mayo,  to  be  reimbursed  as  result  of 
execution  issued  against  him. 

David  Miller,  for  refund  on  Sunday  license  and 
soft  drink  license. 

Edna  J.  Nichols,  for  compensation  for  injuries 
caused  by  an  alleged  defect  in  Tremont  street. 

James  A.  O'Leary,  to  be  reimbursed  as  result  of 
execution  issued  against  him. 

Mary  V.  Raftery,  for  compensation  for  injuries 
caused  by  an  alleged  defect  at  522  East  Broadway. 

Pasquale  Rubbicco,  for  compensation  for  damage 
to  property  at  448  West  Broadway,  caused  by 
falling  tree. 

Katherine  Salino,  for  compensation  for  loss  of 
clothing  on  Boston  Common. 

Anna  M.  Scarpa,  for  compensation  for  injuries 
caused  by  an  alleged  defect  at  45  Bigelow  street. 

The  Schiff  Company,  for  compensation  for 
damage  to  property  caused  by  broken  water 
main. 

Edward  W.  Sharkey,  to  be  reimbursed  as  result 
of  execution  issued  against  him. 

R.  H.  Venn,  for  compensation  for  damage  to 
car  by  city  truck. 

Max  Whiteman,  for  refund  on  second-hand 
furniture  license. 

William  Zupsnis,  for  compensation  for  damage 
to  property  at  19  Akron  street,  caused  by  water 
being  shut  off. 

Thomas  Murphy,  to  be  reimbursed  as  result  of 
accident  which  occurred  while  in  performance  of 
duty. 

Committee  on  County  Accounts. 

Petition  of  Daniel  E.  Donahue,  employee  of  the 
Penal  Institutions  Department,  to  be  retired  under 
provisions  of  chapter  678  of  Acts  of  1945. 


PERMIT   FOR   CHILDREN. 

A  petition  for  children  under  fifteen  years  of  age 
to  appear  at  places  of  public  amusement  was 
received,  viz.: 

Alta  Drinkwater,  Huntington  Chambers, 
June  30. 

Permit  granted,  under  usual  conditions. 


INSTRUCTIONS  BY  SECRETARY  OF  STATE 
RE  COUNTING  OF  BALLOTS. 

A  communication  was  received  from  the  Secre- 
tary of  State  stating  there  was  no  authority  under 
the  law  for  the  Secretary  of  State  to  issue  in- 
structions to  Board  of  Election  Commissioners  in 
the  matter  of  counting  ballots  for  candidates  for 
Congress  in  the  Eleventh  Congressional  District. 

Placed  on  file. 


LIST   OF   JURORS. 

A  communication  was  received  from  the  Board 
of  Election  Commissioners  stating  that  list  of 
persons  qualified  to  serve  as  jurors  (Document  46), 
prepared  by  the  Election  Commissioners  and  filed 
with  the  City  Clerk  on  June  25,  contains  10,632 
names. 

Placed  on  file. 


LIST    OF    INHABITANTS    QUALIFIED    TO 
SERVE   AS   JURORS. 
The  following  was  received: 

City  of  Boston, 
City  Clerk  Department,  July  1,  1946. 
To  the  City  Council. 

Gentlemen, —  You  are  hereby  notified  that  the 
list  of  inhabitants  qualified  to  serve  as  jurors, 
prepared  by  the  Election  Commissioners  and 
printed  in  City  Document  No.  46,  was  filed  with 
me  on  June  24,  1946.  It  contains  10,632  names. 
Respectfully, 

J.  B.  Hynes, 
City  Clerk. 
Placed  on  file. 


LEASE  OF   SCHOOL   BUILDINGS. 

Communications  were  received  from  the  School 
Committee  requesting  the  City  Council  to  au- 
thorize the  committee  in  the  name  of  the  city  to 
lease  to  the  Roxbury  Post,  No.  6,  American 
Veterans  of  World  War  II,  AMVETS,  the  Louis 
Prang  School,  Bartlett  street,  Roxbury,  and  to 
lease  to  the  Boston  Police  Post,  No.  251,  American 
Legion,  the  Cottage  Place  School,  Roxbury,  such 
occupancy  to  be  discontinued  at  the  will  of  the 
School  Committee. 

Severally  placed  on  file. 


CONTRIBUTORY    RETIREMENT    SYSTEM. 

A  communication  was  received  from  the  De- 
partment of  Banking  and  Insurance,  Common- 
wealth of  Massachusetts,  inclosing  copy  of  cer- 
tificate issued  to  Mayor  Curley  establishing  a 
contributory  retirement  system  in  City  of  Boston 
in  accordance  with  provisions  of  sections  1  to  28, 
inclusive,  chapter  32,  General  Laws,  as  inserted  by 
chapter  658  of  Acts  of  1945,  and  acts  in  amend- 
ment thereof  and  in  addition  thereto,  said  retire- 
ment system  to  become  operative  on  October  1, 
1946. 

Placed  on  file. 


HEARING     ON     TRACK     LOCATION     FOR 
BOSTON   ELEVATED. 

Notice  was  received  from  the  Department  of 
Public  Utilities  of  hearing  to  be  held  July  11  at 
10.30  a.  m.  on  petition  of  Boston  Elevated  Railway 
Company  to  construct,  maintain  and  operate  a 
portion  of  its  railway  on  land  of  said  company 
located  easterly  on  Bennington  street,  Walley 
street  and  Washburn  avenue,  on  and  across 
Washburn  avenue,  and  on  land  of  the  Eastern 
Racing  Association,  Inc.,  located  on  the  westerly 
side  of  Washburn  avenue  in  East  Boston,  and  for 
that  purpose  to  purchase  or  lease  private  land  or 
rights  therein  and  thereover. 

Placed  on  file. 


JURORS   DRAWN. 

Jurors  were  drawn,  under  the  law,  Coun.  COOK 
presiding  at  the  box  in  the  absence  of  the  Mayor, 
as  follows: 

Fifty-four  traverse  jurors,  Superior  Criminal 
Court,  to  appear  August  5,  1946: 

Dei-nis  J.  Bradley,  Ward  1;  Patrick  Carideo, 
Ward  1;    John  Carmosino,  Ward  1;    Vincent  La- 
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Monica,  Wan)  1 :  Harry  Miller,  Ward  1;  Joseph  A. 
Sammon.  Ward  1;  Joseph  K.  Greenwood,  Ward  2; 
Morris  Krim,  Ward:!;  Francis  F.  Haskell,  Ward  I; 
John  B.  Parker.  Ward  J;  Robert  B.  MaeW'illiains, 
Ward  5;  llenr\  11.  Bishop,  Ward  6;  Charles  F, 
Biggins,  Ward  6;  Albert  E.  Foulsham,  Ward  7; 
Patrick  J.  Hogan,  Ward  7;  John  R.  Buckley, 
Ward  'J;  Abraham  Ferris.  Ward  9;  Floyd  ('. 
Keenan,  Ward  9:  Albeit.  W.  Randall,  Ward  9; 
Patrick  Carey,  Ward  10;  Joseph  11.  Harrington, 
Ward  10;  Axel  S.  Johnson,  Ward  11;  Ralph  O. 
Johnson,  Ward  11;  Wallace  R.  Maxwell,  Ward  11; 
George  J.  Murphy,  Ward  11;  Francis  J.  Brennan, 
Ward  12;  Lourie  Brown,  Ward  12;  Edward  P. 
Fagin,  Ward  12;  Walter  Holt,  Ward  12;  Max 
Lipofsky,  Ward  13;  Irving  J.  Adler,  Ward  14; 
Isadore  Feinman,  Ward  14;  Abraham  K.  Fein- 
stein,  Ward  14;  Richard  E.  Linn,  Ward  14; 
Samuel  Litman,  W'ard  14;  Philip  Paris,  Ward  14; 
Maurice  Riehman,  Ward  14;  Harold  E.  Schwartz, 
Ward  14;  Bernard  L.  Snyder,  Ward  14;  Frederick 
Squires,  Ward  14;  Saul  L.  Stein,  Ward  14;  Her- 
bert M.  Stuart,  Ward  14;  James  Thurman, 
Ward  14;  David  J.  Angland,  Ward  16;  Martin  F. 
Sullivan,  Ward  16;  James  Angus  Gillis,  Ward  17; 
John  F.  Seanlon,  Ward  17;  Raymond  A.  Sexton, 
Ward  18;  George  A.  MacKenzie,  Ward  19; 
Thomas  J.  Hutchinson,  Ward  20;  Arthur  F. 
Simpson,  Ward  20;  Edward  J.  Ahearn,  Ward  21; 
Clifford  E.  Howe,  Ward  21;  Cornelius  Keane, 
Ward  22. 


NON-APPROVAL     OF     CONTRACT     WITH 
WHITE   FUEL   CORPORATION. 

Coun.  KELLY  offered  the  following: 
Ordered,  That  his  Honor  the  Mayor  request  the 
Boston  School  Committee  not  to  approve  contract 
that  is  now  under  consideration  by  the  School 
Committee  with  the  White  Fuel  Corporation  for  the 
purchase  of  bituminous  coal  for  the  Boston 
schools,  due  to  the  fact  that  this  corporation  in 
May,  1946,  was  indicted  by  the  Federal  Govern- 
ment, which  charged  that  inferior  coal  not  in 
conformity  with  contract  was  furnished  the  Boston 
schools  by  this  corporation,  and  which  indict- 
ment further  charged  that  his  corporation  was 
one  of  a  monopolistic  price-fixing  group  that  by 
collusion  with  other  bidders  in  the  same  group 
overcharged  the  Boston  taxpayers  many  thou- 
sands of  dollars;  and,  furthermore,  That  his 
Honor  the  Mayor,  through  the  Corporation 
Counsel  or  by  a  taxpayers'  suit,  institute  the 
necessary  legal  action  against  this  corporation  to 
recover  for  the  taxpayers  of  Boston  all  overcharges 
and  damages  resulting  from  monopolistic  price- 
fixing  and  inferior  coal  furnished  many  Boston 
schools  by  said  corporation. 

Passed  under  suspension  of  the  rule. 


SKELETON    SCHEDULE    OVER    JULY    4th 
WEEK   END. 

Coun.  CANTWELL,  HANNON,  BRYAN, 
SULLIVAN  and  McCORMACK  offered  the 
following: 

Ordered,  That  his  Honor  the  Mayor  be  requested 
to  consider  the  advisability  of  granting  a  skeleton 
schedule  to  all  city  departments  during  July  4th, 
5th  and  6th,  in  view  of  the  advertised  closing  of 
almost  all  Boston  business  places,  including  stores, 
banking  institutions,   etc. 

Passed  under  suspension  of  the  rule. 


REPORT  OF   COMMITTEE   ON   MILITARY 
AFFAIRS. 

Coun.  CANTWELL,  for  the  Committee  on 
Military  Affairs,  submitted  report  recommending 
passage  of  order  for  payment  of  aid  to  soldiers 
and  sailors  and  their  families  in  City  of  Boston 
for  month  of  June. 

Report  accepted;   said  order  passed. 


ADDITIONAL   MATRONS   FOR   FIELD 
HOUSES. 

Coun.  KINSELLA  offered  the  following: 
Ordered,    That    his    Honor    the    Mayor    be   re- 
quested to  arrange  with  the  Board  of  Park  Com- 


missioners for  the  calling  of  additional  matrons 
from  the  civil  service  list  for  summertime  work 
at  all  field  houses  in  all  parks  and  playgrounds 
under  the  Park  Department  jurisdiction  where 
adequate   supervision   has   not  been   achieved. 

Coun.  KINSELLA— Mr.  President,  briefly  on 
this  order  it  has  come  to  my  attention  lately 
that  a  number  of  small  children  have  burned  them- 
selves badly  in  attempting  to  manipulate  the 
showers  in  the  field  houses  where  showers  are 
installed  because  of  the  absence  of  matrons  or  any 
proper  female  attendant  to  help  the  little  girls. 
They,  of  course,  go  in  and  try  to  help  themselves. 
As  a  result,  not  knowing  how  to  regulate  the 
showers  some  of  them  have  been  badly  burned. 
Now,  in  Charlestown,  we  have  four  field  houses. 
One  section  is  reserved  for  girls  and  one  section  for 
boys.  The  boys  do  not  have  too  much  trouble. 
The  little  girls  are  getting  into  difficulty.  There 
is  no  matron  to  go  in  and  turn  the  showers  on 
and  regulate  them  and  turn  them  off.  The  Mayor 
might  reasonably  call  an  additional  number  of 
matrons.  He  might  place  one  at  each  of  the  field 
houses,  it  seems  to  me  where  no  matron  now  is  in 
attendance,  for  the  sole  purpose  of  keeping  the 
children  from  hurting  themselves.  I  hope  the 
rule  is  suspended  and  that  the  order  is  passed. 

Passed  under  suspension  of  the  rule. 


PLAY  AREA,   CLINTON   PLACE, 
CHARLESTOWN. 

Coun.  KINSELLA  offered  the  following: 
Ordered,  That  his  Honor  the  Mayor  be  requested 
to  renew  the  survey  of  the  land  in  Clinton  place, 
Charlestown,   Ward  2,  for  the  purpose  of  estab- 
lishing a  play  area  for  children. 

Coun.  KINSELLA — Briefly,  on  this  one,  a  year 
ago  Mayor  Kerrigan  at  the  time  appointed 
Thomas  J.  Turley,  head  of  the  Board  of  Recreation, 
to  look  into  the  possibilities  of  taking  over  into  the 
Park  Department  some  of  the  city-owned  land 
located  in  Clinton  place,  Charlestown,  near  the 
Somerville  line,  to  be  merged  with  a  purchase  of 
private  land  that  adjoins  and  abuts  the  city- 
owned  land  for  the  purpose  of  establishing  a  small 
tot  play  area.  Although  other  councilors  in  the 
Body  are  not  familiar  with  the  neighborhood,  I 
would  say  that  the  lack  of  facilities  in  that  section 
of  Charlestown  makes  it  necessary  for  children  to 
go  down  through  teeming  heavy  traffic  in  Sullivan 
square  to  go  over  to  the  field  in  Sullivan  square. 
This  is  an  unthinkable  condition  because  of  the 
fact  many  of  the  smaller  children  do  not  have 
older  children  with  them  for  the  purpose  of  guiding 
and  steering  them  properly  through  the  traffic. 
I  suggest  the  Mayor  give  consideration  to  this 
matter  for  the  purpose  of  providing  a  recreational 
area  in  a  densely  populated  section  of  Charlestown, 
near  the  Somerville  line,  primarily  of  course,  for  the 
little  children  who  cannot  be  trusted  to  go  through 
heavy  traffic  by  themselves. 

Passed  under  suspension  of  the  rule. 


SWIMMING     AND     WADING     POOLS     AT 
DEWEY    BEACH. 

Coun.  KINSELLA  offered  the  following: 
Ordered,  That  his  Honor  the  Mayor  be  requested 
to  consult  with  the  White  Fund  Trustees  regarding 
the  possibility  of  the  construction  of  an  adult 
swimming  pool  and  a  children's  wading  pool  at 
Dewey  Beach,  Charlestown,  to  replace  the  present 
inadequate  and  unsanitary  conditions  existent  at 
Dewey  Beach. 

Coun.  KINSELLA — Mr.  President,  the  coun- 
cilors heard  me  state  several  times  in  the  past  that 
the  degree  of  pollution  in  the  Mystic  river  during 
its  length  and  especially  in  the  Charlestown  end 
of  the  river  is  such  that  the  United  States  Public 
Health  Standards,  although  liberal,  do  not  permit 
public  bathing  at  the  beach.  There  is  an  oil  slick 
and  penetration  of  oil  in  the  sand  of  12  inches, 
which  militates  against  the  possibility  of  bathing 
with  any  degree  of  safety.  I  read  a  communica- 
tion about  a  year  ago  from  Doctor  Gately,  which 
showed  upon  a  survey  taken  by  his  department, 
the  degree  of  pollution  was  forty  times  more  than 
that  allowed  by  public  health  standards  for  public 
bathing.  In  his  professional  opinion  the  water 
could  never  be  purified  to  such  an  extent  as  would 
permit  bathing.     I  have  talked  with  the  Mayor 
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about  this  possibility  and  he  seems  to  think  that 
the  land  pollution  at  Dewey  Beach  cannot  be  over- 
come but  that  the  beach  may  be  utilized  by  the 
construction  of  a  wading  pool  for  children  and  a 
swimming  pool  for  adults.  We  do  have  presently 
there  a  reasonably  modern  building  with  all  the 
locker  facilities.  I  trust  this  Body  will  grant 
suspension  of  the  rule  and  passage  of  the  order. 
Passed  under  suspension  of  the  rule. 


CONDITION   OF   SAVIN   HILL   BEACH. 

Coun.  HANNON  offered  the  following: 

Ordered,  That  his  Honor  the  Mayor  be  requested 

to  kindly  visit  the  Savin   Hill  bathing  beach  at 

high  tide  during  the  warm  weather  to  inspect  the 

condition  of  the  beach  under  these  circumstances. 

Passed  under  suspension  of  the  rule. 


IMPROVEMENT  OF  NORTH  BENNET 
STREET   BATH   HOUSE. 

Coun.  RUSSO  offered  the  following: 

Ordered,  That  the  Park  Commissioner  be 
requested,  through  his  Honor  the  Mayor,  to 
remodel  with  tile  floors  and  walls  the  existing 
bath  house  on  North  Bennet  street  and  to  place 
in  first-class  condition  all  facilities  therein. 

Coun.  RUSSO — Mr.  President,  on  the  first  order 
I  guess  I  have  spoken  here  so  many  times  that  I 
do  not  know  why  no  action  has  been  taken.  That 
bath  house  is  really  the  talking  point  of  my  district 
at  all  times.  The  Mayor  should  realize  that  the 
North  End,  which  is  a  thickly  populated  section 
in  my  ward  has  no  bathing  facilities,  the  people  in 
their  homes  have  no  bathing  facilities  and  naturally 
they  depend  upon  the  bath  house  so  they  can  go 
in  and  take  showers  and  a  bath.  It  is  really  a 
disgrace  to  the  City  of  Boston  for  anyone  to  go 
into  that  bath  house  in  the  condition  it  is  in  today. 
I  feel  if  they  remodel  that  by  putting  on  side  walls 
with  tiles  and  a  floor  with  tiles  it  will  at  least 
eliminate  the  possibility  of  infection  from  the  old 
floor  that  is  in  there. 

The  order  was  passed  under  suspension  of  the 
rule. 


REPORT  OF  COMMITTEE  ON  CONSTABLES 
AND   CONFIRMATIONS. 

Coun.  BRYAN,  for  the  Committee  on  Con- 
stables and  Confirmations,  submitted  the  following: 

1.  Report  on  appointment  of  Dennis  Keefe 
and  George  A.  Nelson  (referred  June  10)  as  con- 
stables to  serve  without  bond  and  without  authority 
to  serve  civil  process  for  term  ending  April  30, 
1947 — recommending  that  said  appointments  be 
confirmed. 

2.  Report  on  appointment  of  Francis  J  Kelley 
(referred  June  10)  as  Weigher  of  Goods  for  term 
ending  April  30,  1947 — recommending  that  said 
appointment  be  confirmed. 

President  KELLY — The  question  comes  on  the 
acceptance  of  the  report  of  the  committee.  It  is 
a  vote  and  the  report  is  accepted.  The  question 
comes  on  confirmation  of  the  appointments. 

Coun.  GRUSSO — Mr.  President,  a  point  of 
information.     Is  that  constable  without  bond? 

President  KELLY — Both  of  them  are  without 
bond.  The  Chair  is  informed  they  are  to  fill 
vacancies,  councilor. 

Coun.  RUSSO— Mr.  President,  I  wonder  if  I 
may  ask  if  the  chairman  of  the  committee  could 
inform  us  through  you  how  many  constables  there 
are  working  for  the  City  of  Boston  at  the  present 
time? 

President  KELLY — Will  the  chairman  of  the 
Committee  on  Constables  give  the  gentleman  the 
information? 

Coun.  BRYAN — I  have  not  got  it  just  at  the 
present  time. 

Coun.  RUSSO— Mr.  President,  I  feel  we  had 
ought  to  hold  the  confirmation  up  for  a  week  at 
least  to  try  to  get  the  Budget  Commissioner  to 
give  us  some  information  in  regard  to  how  many 
constables  we  have  working  now  for  the  City  of 
Boston.  I  have  in  mind,  Mr.  President,  at  the 
beginning  of  the  year  his  Honor  the  Mayor  stated 
that  only  a  certain  amount  of  constables  were 
needed.  I  was  wondering  whether  or  not  that 
amount  has  been  reached.  I  therefore  move  to 
lay  that  on  the  table  for  one  week. 


President  KELLY — Councilor  Russo  moves 
that  the  appointment  of  the  constables  lay  on  the 
table  one  week. 

Coun.  LINEHAN — I  would  like  to  know  if 
these  so-called  appointments  are  appointments  of 
men  for  the  City  Council  or  for  his  Honor  the 
Mayor.     Who  are  the  sponsors? 

President  KELLY— The  Chair  is  unable  to 
state.  I  will  read  the  names.  They  are  to  fill 
vacancies.     Dennis  Keefe  and  George  A.  Nelson. 

Coun.  LINEHAN — I  wonder,  Mr.  President,  if 
any  councilor  here  could  advise  the  councilors  as 
to  whether  or  not  they  are  submitted  on  behalf  of 
his  Honor  the  Mayor  or  on  behalf  of  some  councilor? 
President  KELLY — I  imagine  it  is  on  behalf  of 
his    Honor   the    Mayor.     The   councilors   do    not 
seem  to  speak  up  on  behalf  of  either  one.     I  pre- 
sume it  is  on  behalf  of  his  Honor  the  Mayor. 
Coun.  LINEHAN— What  is  the  motion? 
President  KELLY— To  lay  on  the  table.     Talk- 
ing on  the  motion,  Councilor  Chase. 

Coun.  CHASE — Mr.  President,  apparently 
Hemenway  street  is  in  my  district. 

Coun.  COFFEY— Mr.  Chairman,  a  point  of 
information.  Is  this  order  to  be  laid  on  the  table 
with  no  debate? 

President  KELLY — It  is  a  motion  to  lay  on  the 
table  for  a  week,  which  is  a  motion  to  assign.  It  is 
debatable. 

Coun.  CHASE — Mr.  President,  Hemenway 
street  apparently  is  in  my  district.  I  want  it  dis- 
tinctly understood  it  is  through  no  effort  of  mine 
his  name  appears  on  that  list.  I  do  not  know  any- 
thing good  or  bad  about  the  gentleman.  I  do  not 
even  know  who  he  is.  I  think  the  Committee  on 
.  Constables  should  throughly  check  the  man  and 
report  back  as  to  whether  he  is  qualified,  not  only 
as  to  his  character  but  as  to  his  ability  and  willing- 
ness to  work.  , 

President  KELLY — I  think,  councilor,  the  Com- 
mittee on  Constables  have  already  checked  on  that. 
The  motion  is  to  lay  the  appointment  on  the  table 
until  the  next  meeting.  It  is  not  a  vote.  Coun- 
cilor Russo  doubts  the  vote  and  asks  for  a  roll  call. 
Enough  councilors  having  joined  him,  the  clerk 
will  call  the  roll.  The  question  is  to  lay  on  the 
table  the  confirmation  of  the  two  constables  for  one 
week. 

The  roll  was  called  and  the  motion  to  lay  on  the 
table  was  lost,  yeas  5,  nays  12: 

Yeas — Coun.  Bayley,  Chase,  Linehan,  Muchnick, 
Russo. 

Nays — Coun.  Bryan,  Carey,  Coffey,  Fish, 
Hannon,  Hurley,  Keenan,  Kelly,  Kinsella,  Lane, 
Moriarty  and  Sullivan. 

Coun.  LINEHAN — I  wish  the  councilors  would 
stay  in  their  seats  when  they  are  voting  so  that  we 
can  tell  about  them. 

President  KELLY — The  question  is  on  confirma- 
tion. 
Coun.  CHASE— Mr.  President. 
President  KELLY — You  are  out  of  order,  coun- 
cilor, unless  you  have  a  point  of  order.        There 
is  a  vote  being  taken. 

Coun.  CHASE — I  move  the  matter  be  referred 
back  to  the  Committee  on  Constables. 

President  KELLY — The  motion  is  out  of  order. 
The  question  is  on  confirmation  and  Councilors 
Lane  and  Coffey  will  receive,  sort  and  count  the 
ballots. 

Coun.  LINEHAN— Mr.  President,  a  point  of 
information,  a  point  of  parliamentary  inquiry. 
After  the  vote  is  taken  and  counted,  can  we  ask  for 
reconsideration? 

President  KELLY — You  can,  councilor.  The 
vote  is  13  in  the  affirmative  and  4  in  the  negative 
and  the  appointments  are  confirmed. 

Coun.  CHASE — Mr.  President,  I  move  recon- 
sideration of  the  vote. 

President  KELLY — Councilor  Chase  moves 
reconsideration.  Two  other  councilors  must  join 
him.     It  has  to  be  by  roll  call. 

Coun.  CHASE — Mr.  President,  as  I  stated 
before,  the  Hemenway  street  man  apparently 
resides  in  my  district.  I  am  not  certain  of  it.  I 
know  other  instances  where  his  Honor  the  Mayor 
has  appointed  nonresidents  of  Boston,  who  sup- 
posedly resided  in  Ward  4  and  they  did  not.  I  do 
not  know,  Mr.  President,  if  this  gentleman  resides 
in  Ward  4  actually  or  not.  Personally,  I  do  not 
know  anything  about  the  gentleman.  I  would  like 
to  know  more  about  him.  I  hope,  Mr.  President, 
your  chairman  of  the  Committee  on  Constables 
can  enlighten  me  as  to  whether  or  not  they  have 
checked  into  this  man's  character,  as  to  whether 
or  not  he  is  qualified  to  act  as  a  constable.     I  pause 
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for  the  ohairman  of  the  Committee  on  Constables 
to  give  me  an  answer  on  that. 

Conn.  BRYAN — First  of  all,  lliis  committee  is 
not  an  investigative  body.  We  have  no  commis- 
sion to  investigate  loo  deeply  unless  we  ask  through 
the  Law  Department.  We  culled  these  gentlemen 
in.  One  of  the  gentlemen  said  he  did  reside  at  30 
Hetnenway  street  and  that  he  has  no  court  record 
n  the  last  five  years.  That  satisfied  the  com- 
mittee. I  know  the  gentleman  is  O.K.  as  far  as 
we  are  concerned. 

President  KELLY — Does  that  answer  the 
gentleman? 

Coun.  CHASE— Mr.  President,  I  would  like  to 
know  whether  or  not  this  gentleman  is  a  voter  in 
that  district. 

Coun.  RYAN — I  believe  he  is.  He  lives  at  30 
Hemenway  street.  He  is  on  the  city  pay  roll.  I 
believe  he  is  a  voter. 

Coun.  CHASE — I  would  like  to  know  whether 
or  not  he  actually  resides  at  30  Hemenway  street. 

President  KELLY — I  think  the  question  has 
been  answered.  I  understood  the  chairman  to  say 
he  did  reside  at  30  Hemenway  street. 

Coun.  CHASE — He  said  he  thought  he  resided 
there. 

President  KELLY — Councilor  Bryan,  will  you 
clarify  your  remarks? 

Coun.  BRYAN — I  asked  the  gentleman  his 
address  when  he  reported  to  us  on  the  morning  I 
held  the  committee  meeting.  He  said  he  lived 
at  30  Hemenway  street. 

Coun.  CHASE— Mr.  President,  I  would  like  to 
know  what  type  of  work  this  gentleman  from 
Hemenway  street  did  prior  to  the  submission  of 
his  name  here  to  be  appointed  constable. 

President  KELLY — Councilor  Bryan,  have  you 
that  information  for  the  councilor? 

Coun.  BRYAN — No,  I  do  not  know  what  work 
he  did  do  before  that.  The  appointment  came  in 
for  him. 

Coun.  CHASE — Mr.  President,  the  chairman  of 
the  Committee  on  Constables  said  this  gentleman 
from  30  Hemenway  street  did  not  have  a  court 
record  for  the  past  five  years.  I  would  like  to 
know  if  he  had  a  court  record  prior  to  the  past 
five  years. 

President  KELLY — The  Chair  will  call  a  recess 
of  thirty  seconds.  Councilor  Chase,  will  you 
kindly  come  to  the  chair,  please? 

(Coun.  CHASE  confers  with  President  Kelly.) 

Coun.  CHASE — Mr.  President,  I  feel,  inasmuch 
as  it  requires  the  confirmation  of  the  City  Council 
in  O.K.'ing  these  constables,  that  any  councilor 
has  the  right  to  check  into  the  background  of 
any  man  appearing  before  our  Body  for  our  vote 
of  confirmation. 

Coun.  MUCHNICK— Mr.  President,  a  point  of 
information. 

President  KELLY — Does  the  gentleman  yield 
for  a  point  of  information? 

Coun.  CHASE— I  would  be  glad  to. 

Coun.  MUCHNICK— I  would  like  to  be 
informed,  Mr.  President,  by  the  councilor  if  he 
has  any  specific  information  concerning  the  records 
of  either  of  these  two  men  or  whether  he  is  out  on 
a  fishing  expedition.  If  he  has  information  avail- 
able, I  feel  we  are  entitled  to  it.  If  it  is  a  fishing 
expedition,  the  day  is  much  too  warm  for  that. 

President  KELLY — Can  you  inform  the 
councilor? 

Coun.  CHASE — Mr.  President,  one  of  the 
gentlemen  appearing  on  that  paper  for  our  vote 
of  confirmation  resides  in  my  district.  I  per- 
sonally do  not  know  anything  about  the  gentleman. 
But  I  do  know  that  not  so  long  ago  his  Honor  the 
Mayor  submitted  a  name  of  a  person  to  hold  a 
high  and  responsible  position  in  Boston.  It  came 
before  us  for  confirmation.  After  checking  on  it, 
I  found  that  the  man  did  not  even  reside  in  the 
City  of  Boston. 

Coun.  COFFEY— Mr.  President,  I  rise  to  a 
point  of  order.  I  think  the  gentleman  is  out  of 
order.     We  should  be  talking  on  reconsideration. 

Coun.  CHASE — The  reason  I  brought  that  last 
point  up  is  to  remind 

Coun.  MUCHNICK — I  was  wondering  if  I  was 
going  to  get  an  answer  to  my  point  of  information. 

President  KELLY — That  is  up  to  the  councilor. 

Coun.  CHASE — Mr.  President,  we  have  on 
prior  occasions  been  criticized  by  the  press  and 
public  in  general  because  of  hasty  decisions  made 
without  seeking  and  getting  proper  information 
on  matters  before  we  voted  on  them. 

Coun.  MUCHNICK— Mr.  President. 

President  KELLY — For  what  purpose  does  the 
gentleman  rise? 


Coun.  MUCHNICK — For  the  same  purpose. 
I  have  been  arising  because  I  would  like  to  know 
if  I  am  going  to  get  an  answer  to  a  point  of  in- 
formation. 

President  KELLY — Councilor  Chase  has  the 
floor  for  a  minute  and  ten  seconds  if  he  cares  to 
answer. 

Coun.  CHASE— Mr.  President,  the  chairman  of 
the  Committee  on  Constables  brought  up  this 
subject  of  a  court  record. 

Coun.  MUCHNICK— Mr.  President. 

Coun.  FISH — Mr.  President,  a  point  of 
information. 

President  KELLY — Will  you  yield  for  a  point 
of  information? 

Coun.  CHASE — I  do  not  yield  to  anyone,  sir. 

Coun.  MUCHNICK— Mr.  President. 

President  KELLY — For  what  purpose  does  the 
gentleman  rise? 

Coun.  MUCHNICK— Would  you  ask  the 
councilor  if  he  will  answer  my  question? 

President  KELLY — Councilor  Chase  has  the 
floor.  He  has  58  seconds  more  to  answer  and  to 
talk  on  the  order  as  he  pleases.  He  is  talking  on 
reconsideration. 

Coun.  MUCHNICK— Mr.  President. 

Coun.  CHASE — These  are  dilatory  tactics. 

President  KELLY — Councilor  Chase  will  not 
yield. 

Coun.  MUCHNICK— Mr.  President,  I  am  not 
asking  him  to  yield.  I  am  asking  you  if  you  will 
ask  him  whether  he  would  furnish  me  with  the 
information.     That  can  be  answered  yes  or  no. 

President  KELLY — Can  you  furnish  the  coun- 
cilor with  the  information,  yes  or  no? 

Coun.  CHASE — I  do  not  care  to  answer  the 
gentleman  from  Ward  11. 

President  KELLY — Councilor  Chase,  proceed. 

Coun.  CHASE — Mr.  President,  the  chairman  of 
the  Committee  on  Constables  stated  that 

Coun.  FISH — Mr.  President,  a  point  of  infor- 
mation. 

President  KELLY— Will  the  gentleman  yield? 

Coun.  CHASE — I  do  not  yield. 

Coun.  FISH — Mr.  President,  a  point  of  informa- 
tion from  the  Chair. 

President  KELLY — A  point  of  order  is  the  only 
point  in  order.     Councilor  Chase,  proceed. 

Coun.  FISH — Mr.  President,  a  point  of  order. 

President  KELLY — State  your  point  of  order. 

Coun.  FISH — How  much  longer  has  the  coun- 
cilor got  to  speak? 

President  KELLY — He  has  40  seconds.  Con- 
tinue, Councilor  Chase. 

Coun.  CHASE — Mr.  President,  by  the  statement 
of  the  chairman  of  the  Committee  on  Constables 
this  question  of  a  court  record  came  up.  I  did  not 
ask  him  in  the  beginning  whether  this  man  had  a 
court  record.  The  man  volunteered  the  statement 
that  during  the  past  five  years  this  man  has  not 
had  a  court  record.  I  now  ask  the  chairman  of  the 
Committee  on  Constables  whether  this  gentleman 
has  a  court  record  which  existed  prior  to  five  years 
ago 

Coun.  BRYAN — I  believe  the  gentleman  asked 
if  the  man  had  a  court  record.  That  was  the 
reason  I  answered  him. 

President  KELLY — Does  that  answer  your 
question,  councilor? 

Coun.  CHASE — Mr.  President,  may  I  ask  the 
chairman  of  the  Committee  on  Constables 

Coun.  MUCHNICK— Mr.  President* 

President  KELLY — For  what  purpose  does  the 
gentleman  rise? 

Coun.  MUCHNICK— To  find  out  what  time  it 
is. 

President  KELLY — I  am  watching  the  time. 
He  has  ten  seconds  to  go. 

Coun.  CHASE — May  I  ask  the  chairman 
through  you,  sir,  whether  or  not  this  gentleman 
had  a  court  record  prior  to  five  years  ago? 

Coun.  BRYAN— Mr.  President. 

President  KELLY — Just  a  minute.  Councilor 
Chase's  time  having  expired,  the  Chair  will  recog- 
nize Councilor  Bryan. 

Coun.  BRYAN — I  want  to  state,  Mr.  President, 
when  I  asked  the  gentleman  about  the  court  record, 
he  said  he  never  had  a  court  record,  he  was  in  good 
standing  and  of  good  character. 

Coun.  LINEHAN— Mr.  President,  I  hope 
nobody  sees  fit  to  interrupt  me  during  my  discus- 
sion. Unless  it  is  for  a  point  of  parliamentary 
inquiry,  I  will  not  recognize  it.  I  am  getting  a 
great  kick  out  of  some  of  the  councilors  who  are 
always  resorting  to  dilatory  tactics,  particularly 
the  gentlemen  who  hate  to  get  interrupted  when 
they  are  making  speeches. 
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Coun.  MUCHNICK— Mr.  President,  a  point  of 
parliamentary  inquiry. 

President  KELLY — Does  the  councilor  yield? 

Coun.  LINEHAN — I  do  not  yield  unless  I  have 
to. 

Coun.  MUCHNICK— Mr.  President,  a  point  of 
order. 

President  KELLY — State  your  point  of  order. 

Coun.  MUCHNICK — It  is  my  understanding  on 
reconsideration  the  time  limit  is  ten  minutes  total 
for  all  speakers  on  this  question. 

President  KELLY — No,  it  is  ten  minutes  for 
each  councilor. 

Coun.  LINEHAN— Mr.  President,  let  us  not 
waste  too  much  time. 

President  KELLY — I  am  ready,  Councilor 
Linehan. 

Coun.  LINEHAN— Mr.  President,  I  can  re- 
member several  months  ago,  it  might  be  three 
months  ago,  where  I  filed  an  order  which  was 
passed  unanimously  by  the  members  of  the  Boston 
City  Council  requesting  information  from  his 
Honor  the  Mayor  and  his  department  heads  per- 
taining to  the  number  of  employees  placed  on  the 
pay  roll  and  the  number  dropped.  Lo  and  behold, 
we  never  got  the  information  from  his  Honor  the 
Mayor  or  his  department  heads.  We  finally  had 
to  get  some  sort  of  information  from  the  Finance 
Commission.  This  is  the  same  thing  here.  The 
reason  I  am  talking  today  is  that  I  wonder  how 
many  constables  are  now  on  the  pay  roll.  I  am 
honest  in  admitting  I  have  one  of  them.  I  sin- 
cerely hope  no  other  councilor  here  has  more  than 
one.  I  do  not  think  any  one  councilor  is  better 
than  any  other  one.  When  it  comes  to  constables, 
at  one  time  his  Honor  the  Mayor  said  he  did  not 
need  many  constables.  I  think  he  said  we  needed 
a  few  in  several  departments.  The  number 
amounted  to  about  nineteen  constables.  Since 
then  I  realize  week  after  week  as  I  read  the  City 
Record,  one  or  two  constables  are  being  put  on. 
Whether  they  are  for  vacancies  or  not,  I  do  not 
know.  I  certainly  would  like  to  know,  So  far 
no  member  of  the  Committee  on  Confirmation  or 
Constables,  or  whatever  functions  they  perform 
has  been  able  to  tell  any  member  of  the  City 
Council  up  to  the  present  time  how  many' con- 
stables are  on  the  city  pay  roll.  I  certainly  think 
the  councilors  do  not  have  to  go  to  the  Finance 
Commission  to  find  out  how  many  people  are 
being  put  to  work  in  the  city.  I  can  remember 
two  or  three  months  ago,  once  again  I  filed  an 
order  requesting  the  number  of  veterans  placed  in 
jobs  in  the  city  service.  I  have  not  yet  received  a 
reply.  It  is  like  a  great  many  other  orders  I  file. 
The  veterans  are  getting  the  runaround  by  his 
Honor  the  Mayor.  They  are  getting  the  run- 
around  in  housing.  -  I  think  this  is  apropos  of 
reconsideration.  I  am  just  going  back  into  past 
history.  I  am  showing  that  if  we  do  not  get  the 
councilors  to  react  together  on  this  matter,  we  will 
never  get  an  answer  to  the  question  of  how  many 
constables  are  in  the  city  service.  Once  we  pass 
the  order  and  the  confirmation  here,  we  will  never 
be  able  to  get  the  information.  The  Corporation 
Counsel  ruled  we  were  not  entitled  to  such  in- 
formation. It  seems  to  me  all  of  the  councilors 
that  are  voting  for  the  confirmation  of  these  two 
men  should  hesitate  to  permit  the  rest  of  us 
interested  in  how  many  men  are  being  appointed 
to  get  that  information.  They  should  give  us 
some  consideration.  I  realize  you  give  the  Mayor 
plenty  of  consideration.  You  should  give  your 
fellow  councilors  some  consideration.  My  under- 
standing some  constables  were  fired  as  I  get  it — I 
do  not  know  how  true  it  is — because  they  were 
sponsored  by  certain  councilors  in  the  City  Council 
who  were  not,  you  might  say,  in  accord  with  hisi 
Honor  the  Mayor  on  some  things.  My  man  has 
not  been  dropped.  I  said  before,  he  is  now  a 
gentleman  with  eight  children.  I  certainly  hope 
his  Honor  the  Mayor  does  not  drop  him.  I  think 
we  are  all  entitled  to  one  constable.  I  think  if 
the  gentleman  from  Ward  4  (Coun.  Chase)  has. 
lost  his  constable  he  is  certainly  entitled  to  get 
one  put  back  for  him.  If  the  fellow  got  fired 
because  he  was  not  doing  a  job  for  the  city,  all 
well  and  good.  If  the  gentleman  from  Ward  4 
has  not  been  given  a  replacement,  certainly  he 
should  be  given  a  replacement.  I  ask  the  rest  of 
the  councilors  here  who  voted  for  the  confirmation 
of  these  men  to  give  us  a  vote  on  reconsideration 
so  at  least  we  can  find  out  by  next  week  just  how 
many  constables  are  on  the  pay  roll.  I  think  the 
taxpayers  of  the  City  of  Boston  are  entitled  to 
know  it.  His  Honor  the  Mayor  said  some  time 
ago,  I  think  as  a  matter  of  fact,  it  was  during  his 


inauguration,  I  think  he  belittled  the  work  of  the 
constables  and  said  there  were  few  needed.  Let 
us  find  out  if  he  has  had  a  change  of  heart.  The 
only  way  we  can  find  out  is  to  get  the  information 
now  from  his  Honor  the  Mayor  or  through  his 
department  heads.  If  we  confirm  them  today  he 
will  not  give  us  the  information.  He  has  got  what 
he  wanted.  If  we  do  not  confirm  them,  he  might 
give  us  the  information.  I  do  not  say  he  will. 
He  does  what  he  pleases  anyhow  but  at  least  he 
might  be  interested  in  the  appointment  of  these 
two  men.  There  is  another  matter  I  want  to 
discuss.  I  am  sick  and  tired  of  picking  up  the 
City  Record  and  seeing  a  great  many  men  appointed 
to  different  positions  in  the  city.  They  are  not 
veterans.  They  are  political  henchmen.  It  has 
been  done  through  the  years.  His  Honor  the 
Mayor  said  he  was  going  to  get  rid  of  such  type  of 
men  who  were  not  doing  a  good  job  for  the  city. 
We  find  a  great  many  men  appointed  by  his  Honor 
the  Mayor  who  are  not  doing  much  for  the  city. 
We  see  rodmen  appointed  to  the  Public  Works. 
Another  day  we  see  inspectors,  temporary  in- 
spectors in  the  Building  Department.  Mind  you, 
they  are  all  getting  $2,500  a  year.  It  is  pretty 
good  pay.  Here  are  the  veterans.  I  had  a 
gentleman  in  here  today,  a  veteran  who  had  been 
overseas.  He  was  looking  for  a  job.  He  cannot 
get  one.  I  told  him,  "I  am  sorry,  you  cannot  do 
much  in  the  city  unless  you  get  somebody  who  is 
friendly  with  Mayor  Curley.  Fortunately  or  un- 
fortunately, I  am  not."  I  had  to  turn  the  fellow 
down.  I  did  say  that  I  had  filed  an  order  months 
ago  asking  his  Honor  the  Mayor  hereafter  to  submit 
the  names  for  appointments  or  to  build  jobs  from 
duly  certified  civil  service  lists.  Instead  he  is 
taking  them  from  the  so-called  political  henchmen. 
I  sincerely  hope  some  day  we  will  get  an  answer  to 
that  order  which  I  filed  months  ago  requesting  his 
Honor  the  Mayor  in  the  future  to  appoint  men  to 
vacancies  from  duly  certified  civil  service  lists,  so 
that  veterans  will  get  appointed.  I  can  go  into 
housing  and  say  how  dilatory  he  is  on  that,  not 
the  councilors  but  his  Honor  the  Mayor.  I  will 
save  that  for  a  later  time.  I  sincerely  hope  the 
councilors  even  though  they  might  be  in  with 
Mayor  Curley  would  at  least  give  their  fellow 
councilors,  whether  they  like  them  or  not,  whether 
it  is  myself  or  the  gentlemen  from  Ward  4  (Coun. 
Chase)  or  Ward  5  (Coun.  Bayley)  or  whomever 
it  might  be,  at  least  give  us  a  week  s  postponement 
so  we  might  get  the  information  which  the  tax- 
payers would  like  to  know,  how  many  constables 
are  now  on  the  city  pay  roll.  I  sincerely  hope  the 
councilors  will  be  fair  to  the  so-called  small 
minority.  See  if  we  cannot  get  an  answer  to  the 
question  before  confirmation.  We  will  never  get 
it  after  confirmation.  I  sincerely  hope  recon- 
sideration prevails  so  that  we  can  have  this  matter 
postponed  for  one  week. 

Coun.  FISH — Mr.  President,  I  do  not  like  to 
take  the  stand  that  I  do  on  this  matter.  I  intend 
to  take  it  week  after  week.  In  other  words,  I, 
for.  one,  am  not  going  to  sit  here  every  week  that 
we  have  a  meeting  until  eight  o'clock  at  night 
where  there  is  no  necessity  for  it.  If  there  is 
necessity  for  it  I  will  stay  here.  The  motion  I 
am  making  now  I  will  make  every  week  when  I 
feel  the  opportunity  arises.  I  am  moving  now 
that  this  motion  to  reconsider  lay  on  the  table. 

President  KELLY — Councilor  Fish  makes  a 
motion  that  reconsideration  lay  on  the  table. 
There  is  no  debate. 

Coun.  LINEHAN — Mr.  President,  a  point  of 
information.  Just  where  will  we  stand  if  that 
motion  prevails? 

President  KELLY — The  motion  will  be  defeated. 
Coun.    LINEHAN— Will    the    vote    go    on    for 
confirmation? 

President  KELLY — Confirmation  is  already 
voted.    The  confirmation  will  stand. 

Coun.  LINEHAN — Mr.  President,  a  further 
point  of  information. 

President  KELLY — The  only  thing  in  order 
now  is  a  point  of  order.  There  is  no  debate  on  a 
motion  to  lay  on  the  table. 

Coun.  LINEHAN— Mr.  President,  a  point  of 
order. 

President  KELLY — State  your  point  of  order. 
Coun.  LINEHAN — It  does  not  seem  to  me  that 
a  motion  such  as  one  for  reconsideration  can  be 
laid  on  the  table,  which  means  that  the  Body  can 
never  consider  that  motion  for  reconsideration. 

President  KELLY — I  shall  read  it  to  you, 
councilor.  Rule  20.  "A  motion  to  reconsider 
may  be  laid  on  the  table  or  postponed  indefinitely, 
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and  the  effect  of  such  action  in  either  case  shall  be 
to  defeat  the  motion  to  reconsider."  The  motion 
is  to  lay  on  the  table.  It  is  a  vote  and  so  ordered. 
Councilor  Chase  doubts  the  vote  and  a  sufficient 
number  of  councilors  having  joined  him,  the 
clerk  will  .all  the  roll. 

Court.  LINKHAN — The  motion  was  defeated  on 
a  voice  vote. 

Coun.  RUSSO — Mr.  President,  a  point  of 
information. 

President  KELLY — There  is  no  debate. 

Coun.  KINSELLA— Mr.  President. 

Coun.  RUSSO — Mr.  President,  a  point  of  order. 
Am  I  correct  in  stating  that  now  that  the  motion 
to  lay  on  the  table  has  passed  that  the  original 
vote  "taken  for  the  confirmation  still  stands. 

President  KELLY— That  is  right.  The  only 
thing  that  is  defeated  is  the  motion  to  reconsider. 
The  clerk  will  call  the  roll,  to  lay  on  the  table  the 
motion  for  reconsideration. 

The  roll  was  called  and  the  motion  to  lay  on 
the  table  reconsideration  was  carried,  yeas  10  and 
nays  6: 

Yeas — Coun.  Bryan,  Carey,  Coffey,  Fish, 
Keenan,  Kelly,  Kinsella,  Lane,  Moriarity,  Sullivan. 

Nays — Coun.  Bayley,  Cantwell,  Chase,  Linehan, 
Muchnick,  Russo. 


STREAMLINED  CARS  ON   CHARLES 
RIVER    LINE. 

Coun.  BRYAN  offered  the  following: 
Ordered,  That  his  Honor  the  Mayor  be  requested 
to  urge  the  trustees  of  the   Boston   Elevated  to 
furnish  more  of  the  latest  type  streamlined  cars  on 
the  Charles  river  line. 

Passed  under  suspension  of  the  rule. 


BENCHES  ON  SIDES  OF  ADAMS   PARK, 
ROSLINDALE. 

Coun.  BRYAN  offered  the  following: 

Ordered,     That    the     Park     Commissioner     be 

requested,    through    his    Honor    the    Mayor,    to 

install  benches  on  the  three  sides  of  the  triangle 

in  the  Irving  W.  Adams  Park  in  Roslindale  square. 

Passed  under  suspension  of  the  rule. 


SIDEWALKS   ON  WARD  20  STREETS. 

Coun.  BRYAN  offered  the  following: 
Ordered,  That  the  Commissioner  of  Public 
Works  be  requested,  through  his  Honor  the  Mayor, 
to  install  new  sidewalks  along  both  sides  of  the 
following  streets  in  Ward  20:  Partridge  street, 
Alley ne  street,  Vershire  street. 

Passed  under  suspension  of  the  rule. 


RESURFACING   OF  SHEFFIELD   ROAD, 
WARD   20. 

Coun.  BRYAN  offered  the  following: 
Ordered,    That    the    Commissioner    of    Public 
Works  be  requested,  through  his  Honor  the  Mayor, 
to   resurface   with   smooth   paving   Sheffield   road, 
Ward  20. 

Passed  under  suspension  of  the  rule. 


CONSTRUCTION   OF   WARD    20    STREETS. 

Coun.  BRYAN  offered  the  following: 
Ordered,  That  the  Board  of  Street  Commis- 
sioners be  requested,  through  his  Honor  the 
Mayor,  to  lay  out  and  construct  as  a  public  high- 
way the  following  streets  in  Ward  20:  Keystone 
street,  Prospect  street. 

Passed  under  suspension  of  the  rule. 


CONGRATULATIONS   TO   CITY   OF 
CAMBRIDGE. 

Coun.  MUCHNICK  offered  the  following: 
Resolved,  That  the  City  Council  of  the  City  of 
Boston,  in  meeting  assembled,  extends  to  the  great 
and  historical  City  of  Cambridge  the  congratula- 
tions of  the  City  of  Boston,  on  the   100th  anni- 


versary of  the  establishment  of  Cambridge  as  a 
municipal  corporation;  and  be  it  further 

Resolved,  That  it  is  the  ardent  wish  of  the 
citizens  of  Boston  that  its  sister  City  of  Cambridge 
may  continue  to  grow  in  reputation  as  one  of  the 
great  communities  of  our  nation. 

Passed  under  suspension  of  the  rule. 


LEASE   OF   LOUIS   PRANG   SCHOOL. 

Coun.  SULLIVAN  offered  the  following: 
Ordered,  That  the  School  Committee  of  the 
City  of  Boston  be  authorized  to  lease  to  the  Rox- 
bury  Post,  No.  6,  American  Veterans  of  World 
War  II,  the  Louis  Prang  School,  Bartlett  street, 
Roxbury,  upon  such  terms  and  conditions  as  said 
committee  may  deem  advisable. 

Passed  under  suspension  of  the  rule. 


LEASE  OF  COTTAGE  PLACE  SCHOOL. 

Coun.  SULLIVAN  offered  the  following: 
Ordered,  That  the  School  Committee  of  the 
City  of  Boston  be  authorized  to  lease  to  the  Boston 
Police  Post,  No.  251,  American  Legion,  the  Cottage 
Place  School,  Roxbury,  upon  such  terms  and 
conditions  as  said  committee  may  deem  advisable. 
Passed  under  suspension  of  the  rule. 


MODE   OF   EMPLOYMENT   OF 
CONSTABLES. 

Coun.  CHASE  offered  the  following: 

Ordered,  That  the  Boston  Finance  Commission 
advise  the  Boston  City  Council  as  to  whether  or 
not  the  mode  of  employment  of  constables  is 
contrary  to  section  8  of  the  City  Charter. 

Coun.  CHASE — Mr.  President,  it  is  my  personal 
opinion  that  there  has  been  a  violation  of  the  City 
Charter  for  a  number  of  years,  inasmuch  as  each 
member  of  the  City  Council  is  given  an  oppor- 
tunity of  employing  labor.  We  directly  and  in- 
directly are  responsible  and  have  been  responsible 
for  the  employment  of  most  of  the  constables  on 
the  city  pay  roll.  In  my  opinion  that  is  illegal.  I 
believe  that  when  his  Honor  the  Mayor  extended 
these  generous  terms  to  the  Council,  if  you  ap- 
point fifteen  men  for  me  for  constables  I,  in  turn, 
will  give  each  of  you  one  man,  that  is  a  sort  of 
bribe  on  the  members  of  the  City  Council.  Sec- 
tion 8  of  the  City  Charter  is  quite  specific. 
' '  Neither  the  City  Council,  nor  any  member  or 
committee,  officers,  or  employee  thereof  shall, 
except  as  otherwise  provided  in  this  act,  directly 
or  indirectly  on  behalf  of  the  city  or  of  the  County 
of  Suffolk  take  part  in  the  employment  of  labor, 
the  making  of  contracts,  the  purchase  of  materials, 
supplies,  or  real  estate;  nor  in  the  construction, 
alteration,  or  repair  of  any  public  works  buildings 
or  other  property;  nor  in  the  care,  custody,  and 
management  of  the  same;  nor  in  the  conduct  of  the 
executive  or  administrative  business  of  the  city 
or  county;  nor  in  the  appointment  or  removal  of 
any  municipal  or  county  employees;  nor  in  the 
expenditure  of  public  money  except  such  as  may  be 
necessary  for  the  contingent  and  incidental  ex- 
penses of  the  City  Council."  I  maintain,  Mr. 
President,  his  Honor  the  Mayor  in  order  to  give 
fifteen  political  henchmen 

Coun.  MUCHNICK— Mr.  President,  will  the 
gentleman  yield? 

Coun.  CHASE— I  do  not  yield. 

Coun.  MUCHNICK— Mr.  President,  I  have  a 
point  of  information  which  I  wish  answered  by  the 
Chair. 

Coun.  CHASE — I  do  not  care  to  yield. 

President  KELLY — I  am  sorry,  Councilor  Chase 
will  not  yield. 

Coun.  CHASE — Mr.  President,  I  maintain  his 
Honor  the  Mayor  in  order  to  give  fifteen  political 
henchmen  of  his  a  place  on  the  pay  roll,  men  who 
probably  are  not  qualified  to  hold  the  office  of  con- 
stable, if  he  gives  each  one  a  constable  in  order  to 
secure  his  vote,  that,  sir,  is  briberv. 

Coun.  MUCHNICK— Mr.  President,  a  point  of 
order. 

President  KELLY — Just  a  minute.  The  Chair 
will  declare  a  recess.     I  want  to  check  on  it  myself. 

(Short  recess.) 

Coun.  MUCHNICK— Mr.  President,  a  point  of 
order.  I  do  not  believe  in  the  first  place  that  a 
discussion  of  the  Mayor's  proclivity  for  or  against 
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bribery  has  anything  to  do  with  this  order  nor  do  I 
believe  that  the  councilor  has  the  right  to  impugn 
the  motives  of  fellow  members  of  the  Council.  The 
inference  I  gather  is  that  such  motives  are  being 
impugned. 

President  KELLY — The  Chair  has  been  very 
generous.  That  is  why  I  called  a  recess  for  thirty 
seconds.  The  Chair  will  ask  Councilor  Chase  to 
confine  his  remarks  to  the  order  he  has  introduced. 

Coun.  CHASE — Mr.  President,  if  his  Honor  the 
Mayor  thinks  he  can  silence  me  by  taking  away  a 
constable  which  he  apparently  so  generously 
tendered  to  me,  he  is  mightily  mistaken.  He 
could  not  silence  me  if  he  gave  me  fifteen  constables. 
I  do  not  want  any  of  his  appointments.  He  can 
keep  them.  I  would  not  accept  them  under  any 
conditions.  I  prefer  to  be  a  free  lance  in  this  Body. 
I  prefer  to  vote  the  way  my  intelligence  tells  me  to 
vote. 

Coun.  BRYAN— Mr.  President,  will  the  gentle- 
man yield  for  a  question? 

Coun.  CHASE— I  do  not  yield. 
Coun.  MUCHNICK— Mr.  President,  a  point  of 
order.  I  do  not  believe  that  the  gentleman  is 
speaking  on  the  order.  His  personal  desires  about 
fifteen  constables  has  nothing  to  do  with  an  inves- 
tigation by  the  Finance  Commission. 

President  KELLY— The  clerk  will  kindly  read 
the  order.     Once  again  I  will  ask  Councilor  Chase 
to  confine  his  remarks  to  the  order  or  the  Chair  will 
have  to  rule  him  out  of  order. 
(The  clerk  read  the  order.) 

Coun.  CHASE— Mr.  President,  I  believe  I  have 
been  leading  up  to  the  reasons  why  I  am  asking 
the  Council  to  adopt  this  order.     I  have  read  off  to 
the  members  of  the  Council  a  section  which  specifi- 
cally provides  we,  as  members  of  the  City  Council, 
shall   not  directly   or  indirectly   employ  labor   or 
take  any  part  in  any  way  in  the  appointment  of 
city  officials.     Can  any  member  of  the  City  Coun- 
cil here    say  he  has  not    appointed  or  has    been 
responsible  in  the  appointment  of  a  constable? 
Coun.  RUSSO— I  have  not. 
Coun.  HANNON— Mr.  President. 
President  KELLY — For  what  purpose  does  the 
gentleman  rise? 

Coun.  HANNON — To  answer  him,  Mr. 
President. 

Coun.  CHASE — I  do  not  yield  at  this  time. 
President  KELLY — I  am  sorry. 
Coun.    HANNON — I    wish   he   would   not  ask 
questions  then. 

Coun.  CHASE— Section  8  of  the  City  Charter 
is  quite  specific.  The  members  of  the  Legislature 
in  drawing  this  charter  wisely  made  these  pro- 
visions having  in  mind  that  the  members  of  the 
City  Council  may  be  acting  for  purposes  other 
than  the  welfare  of  the  city  if  they  were  per- 
mitted  

Coun.  MUCHNICK— Mr.  President,  a  point  of 
order.  I  do  not  think  that  the  motive  of  the  City 
Council  as  a  Body  should  be  impugned,  both  the 
Council  of  this  year  and  of  the  last  eight  years, 
with  which  the  councilor  was  associated.  I  think 
the  gentleman  should  be  ruled  out  of  order  for 
doing  so. 

President  KELLY — Your  point  of  order  is  well 
taken.  If  the  gentleman  strays  once  more  the 
Chair  will  definitely  rule  him  out  of  order. 

Coun.  CHASE — Mr.  President,  the  members  of 
the  Legislature  some  years  ago  in  framing  the 
City  Charter,  in  section  8,  had  in  mind  that  if  any 
member  of  the  City  Council  were  given  the  oppor- 
tunity to  take  part  in  the  employment  of  municipal 
officers  or  take  part  in  the  awarding  of  contracts 
that  it  would  not  be  conducive  to  good  govern- 
ment. Having  that  in  mind  they  so  drew  section  8 
the  way  it  is  today.  I  maintain,  sir,  that  much* 
wisdom  was  used  by  the  Legislature  in  so  pro- 
viding because  they  realized  that  if  the  members  of 
the  City  Council  were  given  the  opportunity  to 
take  part  in  the  awarding  of  contracts  and  in  the 
employment  of  labor  and  help,  that  only  too  often 
through  collusion  between  the  members  of  the 
Council  and  the  Mayor,  that  bad  business  would 
be  performed  by  the  city. 

Coun.  MUCHNICK— Mr.  President,  I  think  it 
is  fair  to  state  that  the  gentleman  is  straying. 

Coun.  KINSELLA— Will  the  gentleman  from 
Ward  4  answer  one  question? 

Coun.  CHASE — I  do  not  care  to  yield  at  this 
time. 

Coun.  MUCHNICK— Mr.  President,  it  was 
you  who  stated  a  few  minutes  ago  if  the  gentleman 
strayed  again  you  would  rule  him  out  of  order.  I 
think  it  is  fair  to  state  the  gentleman  has  strayed 
and  should  be  ruled  out  of  order. 


President  KELLY — He  is  confining  his  remarks 
now  to  talking  about  section  8  of  the  City  Charter. 
I  think  that  is  what  he  is  talking  about.  I  am 
going  to  rule  as  long  as  he  confines  his  remarks  to 
section  8  of  the  charter,  I  am  going  to  rule  him  in 
order. 

Coun.  CHASE — Now,  Mr.  President,  there  is 
no  question  as  to  how  his  Honor  the  Mayor  and  I 
get  along.  I  reiterate,  sir,  that  I  am  not  interested 
in  any  form  of  patronage  or  in  any  form  of  gener- 
osity which  may  be  extended  to  me  by  his  Honor 
the  Mayor.  I  prefer  being  able  to  use  my  own 
intelligence  and  to  vote  the  way  my  conscience 
dictates.  I  feel  that  it  would  be  better  for  the 
City  of  Boston  if  all  the  privileges  which  his 
Honor  the  Mayor  extended  to  the  City  Council, 
especially  those  rights  which  he  has  given  us  to 
select  a  constable,  if  they  were  taken  away  then 
I  feel  that  the  members  of  this  Body  would  act 
the  way  they  should  act  and  vote  on  matters 
i  ntelligently  and  without  any  fear  from  his  Honor 
the  Mayor. 

Coun.  MUCHNICK— Mr.  President,  I  am 
wondering  if  the  gentleman  is  trying  to  infer  that 
we  here  are  not  acting  the  way  we  should  act  and 
with  fear  of  reprisal  from  the  Mayor.  If  he  is,  I 
suggest  you  rule  him  out  of  order. 

President  KELLY — If  he  is,  I  am  going  to  rule 
him  out  of  order. 

Coun.  MUCHNICK — Can  you  make  any  other 
interpretation  of  that? 

President  KELLY — I  am  waiting  for  a  few 
mo r<"'  soritfiicGs 

Coun.  CHASE— Mr,  President,  I  feel  that  it  is 
within  my  proper  province  to  carry  on  the  dis- 
cussion the  way  I  have,  in  view  of  the  fact  that  his 
Honor  the  Mayor  in  his  wrath  towards  the  Council 
which  has  opposed  him,  especially  the  gentlemen 
from  Ward  3  (Coun.  Russo),  Ward  4  (Coun. 
Chase),  and  Ward  5  (Coun.  Bayley),  apparently 
in  order  to  intimidate  us  and  to  secure  our  votes 
on  matters  coming  before  you  has  taken  away 
these  constables.  Well,  I  do  not  want  them 
given  back  to  me  so  far  as  I  am  concerned  nor  do 
I  want  anything  to  do  with  the  Mas'or's  office.  I 
reiterate,  that  I  feel  if  these  privileges  were  taken 
away  from  the  Council  which  I  believe  would  be  a 
proper  legal  thing  to  do,  we  would  be  better  off. 
For  us  to  appoint  men  is  a  direct  violation  of 
section  8.  I  feel  that  no  councilor  should  be 
given  an  opportunity  no  matter  how  friendly  he 
is  with  the  administration  either  to  participate  in 
the  awarding  of  contracts  or  in  city  business  or  in 
the  employment  of  help. 

Coun.  SCANNELL— Will  the  gentleman  yield 
for  a  question? 

Coun.  CHASE — I  do  not  care  to  yield. 

Coun.  SULLIVAN — I  move  that  the  order  be 
laid  on  the  table. 

President  KELLY — Will  the  gentleman  yield  for 
the  motion? 

Coun.  CHASE— Mr.  President,  I  will  not  yield. 

President  KELLY — The  motion  is  out  of  order. 

Coun.  CHASE — Now,  Mr.  President,  the  mem- 
bers of  this  Council  saw  fit  over  my  protest  to  vote 
confirmation  of  a  gentleman  from  Ward  4.  Ap- 
parently they  base  their  vote  on  the  recommenda- 
tion of  the  Committee  on  Constables.  It  is  rather 
an  unusual  thing  for  the  members  of  the  Council 
not  to  heed  the  opinion  in  the  words  of  the  coun- 
cilor in  whose  district  a  man  has  been  plucked  from 
and  given  an  appointment.  With  that  thought  in 
mind  I  have  no  other  alternative  but  to  believe  that 
the  members  of  this  Council  live  thoroughly  in  fear 
of  the  Mayor's  office  and  that  the  reason  why  they 
would  not  heed  my  cries  was  because  they  fear  the 
Mayor. 

Coun.  MUCHNICK— Mr.  President,  a  point  of 
order.  I  think  the  last  sentence  delivered  by  the 
councilor  clearly  impugns  the  motives  of  this 
Council  in  passing  orders  and  voting  on  confirma- 
tions. 

President  KELLY— The  Chair  will  so  rule. 
Councilor  Chase  is  ruled  out  of  order. 

Coun.  MUCHNICK— Mr.  President. 

Coun.  RUSSO— Mr.  President. 

Coun.  MUCHNICK— Mr.  President,  while  the 
spirit  of  the  order  Councilor  Chase  has  introduced 
is  one  with  which  I  happen  to  be  in  accord,  it 
seems  to  me  it  is  not  proper  for  us  to  get  legal 
opinions  from  the  Boston  Finance  Commission. 
It  is  not  the  province  of  the  Commission  to  attempt 
to  interpret  the  law  or  the  City  Charter.  It  would 
seem  to  me  more  proper  that  the  matter  be  referred 
to  the  Law  Department  for  an  opinion.  I  move 
that  the  order  be  amended  by  striking  out  "Boston 
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Finance  Commission"  and  substituting  in  its  place 
the  Law  Department  of  the  oity. 

President  KELLY — The  question  is  on  the 
amendment. 

Conn.  CHASE     Mr.  President. 

Conn.  KINSELLA— Mr.  President. 

President  KELLY — Councilor  Kinsclla,  not 
ha\  inji  spoken. 

Conn.  KINSELLA— Mr.  President,  I  do  not 
know  what  the  amendment  is.  I  do  not  think  I  am 
interested  in  it.     I  did  not  hear  it. 

Conn.  CHASE— I  am  willing  to  repeat  it. 

Coun.  KINSELLA — No,  thanks.  For  several 
weeks  past,  barring  the  time  in  which  we  were  in 
adjournment,  I  have  sat  in  this  Body,  Monday 
after  Monday.  I  have  heard  Mayor  Curley,  who 
was  almost  the  unanimous  choice  of  the  electorate 
of  Boston,  castigated  and  maligned  on  everything 
he  wanted  to  do.  I  was  not  with  Curley  last 
November  nor  was  I  ever  with  him.  That  is 
something  perhaps  I  should  not  say  at  this  late 
date.  Now  he  is  successfully  ensconced  as  Mayor. 
I  suppose  I  should  say  I  have  been  a  lifelong 
Curley  advocate.  I  am  on  public  record  in  the 
past  as  having  said  I  was  not.  I  am  a  cooperative 
member  of  the  Boston  City  Council.  In  the 
interest  of  the  people  of  Charlestown,  I  am  exer- 
cising any  ability  I  may  possess  to  win  them  favors 
over  and  above  every  other  ward  in  the  city. 
That  is  primarily  the  function  of  every  member 
of  the  Body.  I  have  personal  regard  for  Councilor 
Chase,  although  I  must  confess  in  his  presence  I 
question  his  political  acumen.  It  seems  to  me 
in  the  last  couple  of  months  he  has  been  delighting 
in  hammering  at  everything  that  Curley  does.  1 
suppose  he  could  ask  the  councilors"  to  get  up 
and  declare  and  assert  their  complete  independence 
of  Mr.  Curley  as  I  do.  I  have  received  nothing 
from  Mr.  Curley.  The  things  I  will  ask  Mr. 
Curley  for,  I  will  ask  him  in  the  presence  of  the 
electorate  of  Boston  at  the  Parkman  Bandstand. 
I  have  nothing  to  conceal.  It  is  a  little  slanderous 
to  say  about  the  members  of  the  Boston  City 
Council  that  they  act  as  fifteen  henchmen.  He 
may  reasonably  say  he  did  not  mean  fifteen 
councilors.  But  that  figure  fifteen  is  significant. 
In  the  first  place,  he  must  have  fifteen  for  bond 
issues  and  loan  orders.  So  the  assumption  is 
that  Mr.  Chase  believes  that  fifteen  of  us  have 
sold  our  immortal  souls  and  political  votes  to 
James  M.  Curley  for  no  other  purpose  than  to 
get  in  return  $33  a  week  for  some  person  in  our 
district.  If  it  be  true  that  Mr.  Chase  lost  a 
constable  and  Mr.  Chase  will  not  accept  a  point 
in  concession,  it  is  safe  to  assume  the  constable 
was  one  who  never  should  have  had  the  job.  I 
have  heard  councilors  here,  notably  Councilor 
Linehan,  have  the  decency  and  foresight  to  say, 
"I  hope  he  does  not  take  my  man;  he  has  eight 
children."  Councilor  Linehan  admittedly  has 
been  a  thorn  in  his  side.  But  he  has  had  the 
decency  to  say,  "I  hope  he  does  not  take  my 
constable;  the  man  has  eight  children."  My 
remarks  could  be  predicated  on  the  theory  that 
the  constable  Councilor  Chase  apparently  lost 
not  only  did  not  need  the  work  today  but  never 
did  need  it  even  upon  his  appointment.  In  so 
far  as  section  8  is  concerned,  which  I  have  not 
read  and  to  parts  of  which  I  have  listened,  the 
only  ones  about  whom  we  are  concerned  are  either 
low  paid  employees  or  those  who  hold  jobs  for 
which  there  is  no  salary.  Some  years  ago  we 
helped  John  Breen,  chairman  of  the  Boston 
Housing  Authority.  For  weeks  a  wilful  and 
malicious  councilor  had  his  way.  We  examined 
wholeheartedly  and  at  great  depth  the  char- 
acter and  qualifications  of  John  Coleman.  Those 
positions  pay  no  salary.  We  sit  here  in  cool 
indifference  when  the  Mayor  reads  off  that  he  has 
appointed  somebody  to  a  $7,000  or  $8,000  job 
as  a  department  head.  Because  we  have  no 
power  to  hold  up  the  appointment  we  say  nothing 
about  the  lack  of  character  on  the  part  of  many 
of  them,  many  that  Tobin,  Kerrigan  or  Curley 
appointed.  We  can  take  a  defenseless  constable, 
many  of  whom  are  living  on  the  money  they  get 
from  the  City  of  Boston  as  constable,  and  we 
put  them  over  the  hurdles.  We  examine  into 
their  character,  which  is  beyond  the  scope  of  our 
jurisdiction.  For  my  part  let  it  go  on  the  record, 
in  the  blackest  possible  ink,  I  would  not  care 
what  kind  of  record  any  man  had  for  $33  a  week. 
I  do  not  care  what  he  has  done.  Until  I  can  be 
better  than  that  man,  I  will  not  inquire  into  bin 
character.  If  I  thought  I  were  better,  I  would 
try  to  raise  him  to  my  standard.  Since  I  am 
probably   not   as   good,    I   am   not  going  to  drag 


him  over  the  coals  in  public  to  satisfy  a  political 
antipathy  I  may  have  for  the  appointing  power. 
It  is  Curley  this  and  Curley  that.  We  had  the 
explosion  of  the  atom  bomb  yesterday.  I  suppose 
it  could  be  compared  to  what  Mr.  Curley  was 
going  to  do  to  the  city  when  he  was  elected  last 
November.  As  a  matter  of  plain  common  decency, 
if  for  no  other  reason,  let  us  lay  off  the  man  for 
once.  I  will  light  with  Curley  tomorrow  if  I  have 
to.  But  there  is  no  earthly  reason  for  sniping  and 
ambushing  him  for  the  last  seven  months  of  his 
incumbency  as  Mayor.  He  has  not  done  one 
blessed  thing  in  the  opinion  of  Councilor  Chase 
and  a  few  others  that  was  meritorious  and  that 
had  any  public  good  attached  to  it  in  Councilor 
Chase's  opinion.  What  kind  of  man  is  he?  Last 
year  twejve  of  us  made  John  Kerrigan  President 
of  the  Council.  John  Kerrigan  closed  the  door 
on  the  faces  of  most  of  us  who  made  him  Mayor, 
but  not  Mr.  Chase.  There  was  nothing  that  John 
Kerrigan  did  a  year  ago  that  ever  came  under  the 
official  scrutiny  of  Councilor  Chase  as  councilor. 
It  is  true,  as  Councilor  Coffey  and  the  others 
have  said,  he  came  into  the  chamber  to  vote  yes 
and  left  and  went  downstairs  and  took  up  his 
position  as  guard  of  honor  at  John  Kerrigan's 
desk.  It  was  as  though  he  cast  the  twelve  votes 
for  John  Kerrigan.  I  was  criticized  for  some 
remarks  I  made  about  John  Kerrigan.  Now  is 
as  good  a  time  as  any  to  clarify  my  position.  Mr. 
Kerrigan  did  not  think  at  all  of  giving  me  a  holiday 
on  January  1,  1945,  when  he  came  to  my  home  in 
the  evening,  the  night  before  we  made  him  Mayor, 
by  making  him  President,  and  begged  me  to  vote 
for  him.  I  told  him  I  would  not  say  a  word  about 
it  until  two  o'clock  the  next  day.  Right  there, 
within  five  minutes  of  two,  I  said,  "John,  I  will 
vote  all  the  way  for  you."  It  cost  him  nothing. 
No  promises  were  made.  There  were  no  intima- 
tions or  any  sort  of  trade  or  hint.  I  then  went 
to  the  Legislature  and  gave  an  explanation,  a 
fine  opinion  of  him,  to  the  Representatives  and 
Senators  with  whom  I  was  friendly.  The  morning 
after  the  Traveler  story  broke,  "Where  is  Kerri- 
gan?" I  was  asked,  "Is  that  the  man  you  recom- 
mended to  us?"  I  had  to  make  apologies  for 
him.  I  am  within  my  rights  in  criticizing  him.  I 
do  wish  him  well.  I  mean  that  sincerely.  I  am 
not  talking  about  today  but  his  incumbency  as 
Mayor  a  year  ago  and  the  close,  prominent  part 
Councilor  Chase  played  in  the  Kerrigan  fortunes. 
No  one  questions  any  selfish  motive  of  Councilor 
Chase.  Least  of  all  do  I.  The  point  of  my  talk- 
ing here  today  is,  why  is  everything  that  Curley 
does  or  wants  to  do  stigmatized?  Is  there  any- 
thing redeeming  about  the  gentleman?  Is  there 
anything  that  the  Body  as  a  whole  for  once  could 
applaud?  I  have  never  wanted  to  conflict  with 
the  gentleman's  right  of  criticism.  I  have  searched 
my  mind  for  valid  reasons  which  he  might  give. 
Invariably  he  winds  up  with  some  sort  of  castiga- 
tion  of  everyone  who  dares  support  Mr.  Curley's 
views.  There  is  one  constable  I  have,  the  one 
whom  they  carried  over  from  last  yea'r.  Others 
in  my  district  have  been  appointed  and  I  have 
not  been  consulted.  I  have  not  reached  a  stage 
yet  where  I  think  that  everything  that  is  done 
in  Charlestown  should  pass  through  my  little 
fingers.  He  can  appoint  a  hundred  men  if  he 
wants  to  and  I  will  vote  yes  on  all  of  them.  That 
goes  for  black  characters,  if  they  need  the  job. 
I  will  vote  for  them  and  I  will  not  question  that 
or  other  things  that  the  Mayor  has  done  or  wants 
to  do.  Councilor  Chase  has  been  here  around 
seven  or  eight  years.  In  all  seriousness  and  in 
all  sincerity  I  might  pose  this  question  for  him. 
He  may  answer  if  he  pleases.  Did  you  at  any 
time,  Mr.  Chase,  ask  Mayor  Tobin  or  Mayor 
Kerrigan — we  will  leave  Major  Curley  out  of  it 
— for  a  position  for  anybody  in  any  capacity  in 
any  place  in  the  city  or  county? 

President  KELLY — Councilor  Chase,  do  you 
care  to  answer  the  question? 

Coun.  KINSELLA — Yes  or  no  will  do  me. 

Coun.  CHASE — Mr.  President,  the  gentleman 
is  talking  out  of  order. 

President  KELLY — That  is  up  to  the  Chair.  I 
have  been  lenient  with  you.  Do  you  care  to  answer 
the  question? 

Coun.  CHASE — Mr.  President,  the  gentleman  is 
out  of  order. 

President  KELLY — Councilor  Kinsella,  con- 
tinue. 

Coun.  KINSELLA — For  a  gentleman  who  has 
threatened  a  dozen  times,  that  is  rather  a  momen- 
tous dodge. 
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Coun.  LINEHAN — Mr.  President,  a  point  of 
order.  During  the  discussion  by  the  councilor 
from  Charlestown  (Coun.  Kinsella),  he  referred  not 
only  to  Councilor  Chase,  which  I  think  is  improper, 
but  to  other  councilors.  I  firmly  believe  I  am  one 
of  the  councilors  referred  to.  I  sincerely  hope  in 
the  future  in  his  speeches  that  he  does  not  slap  the 
other  councilors  because  he  is  trying  to  get  back  at 
Councilor  Chase.  During  all  this  year  I  have 
openly  opposed  Mayor  Curley  when  I  thought  he 
was  wrong.  Nobody  in  this  Body  can  show  me 
otherwise.  I  will  do  that  throughout  my  two  years. 
Just  because  Councilor  Chase  got  away  with  some- 
thing, I  certainly  do  not  think  I  am  going  to  let  the 
councilor  from  Charlestown  get  away  with  any- 
thing. As  far  as  I  am  concerned,  I  ask  the  Presi- 
dent of  the  Body  to  rule  him  out  of  order  when  he 
resorts  to  tactics  of  saying  "Councilor  Chase  and 
other  councilors  "who  constantly  oppose  his  Honor 
the  Mayor.  That  goes  to  a  privilege  which  I  am 
going  to  exercise  on  every  occasion  when  I  think  his 
Honor  the  Mayor  is  wrong.  I  have  found  plenty 
of  things,  housing,  appointing  people  who  are  non- 
veterans  to  vacancies,  and  many  other  things.  I 
will  continue  to  get  up.  I  hope  you  will  rule  him 
out  of  order. 

President  KELLY — I  might,  in  answer  to  Coun- 
cilor Linehan,  say  that  the  Chair  will  from  now  on 
rule  everybody  out  of  order  who  talks  off  the  sub- 
ject. Ihe  Chair  will  see  that  the  rules  of  the 
Council  are  adhered  to. 

Coun.  KINSELLA— Mr.  President,  with  refer- 
ence to  the  gentleman  who  just  spoke,  I  think  his 
principal  concern  is  that  his  name  was  mentioned. 
Well,  the  gentleman  will  find  the  Ciiy  Record 
studded  with  references  by  name  to  the  various 
individual  councilors  as  they  came  up  in  debate. 
We  know  the  legislative  rule  should  be  more 
strictly  applied.  No  gentleman  should  be  men- 
tioned by  name.  We  do  not  follow  the  legislative 
rules  altogether. 

Coun.     LINEHAN— Mr.     President,     will    the 
gentleman  yield  for  a  question? 
Coun.  KINSELLA— No. 

Coun.  LINEHAN — Mr.  President,  a  point  of 
information. 

President  KELLY — Do  you  yield  for  a  point  of 
inforrnation? 

Coun.  KINSELLA— No. 

Coun.  LINEHAN — Mr.  President,  a  point  of 
personal  privilege. 

President  KELLY — There  is  no  point  of  per- 
sonal privilege  involved.     The  Chair  will  so  rule. 

Coun.  LINEHAN — Councilor  Linehan  has 
never  referred  to  any  councilor. 

President  KELLY — The  Council  will  be  in 
order. 

Coun.  KINSELLA — I  suppose  that  is  one  way 
of  accomplishing  your  purpose.  Mr.  President, 
there  is  no  point  in  prolonging  this  debate  which 
had  its  inception  in  the  quality  and  character  of 
the  people  under  consideration.  I  doubt  very 
much  that  we  are  privileged  to  do  that  unless  we 
do  it  for  all  department  heads,  even  though  we  do 
not  have  confirmation  of  department  heads  as  one 
of  our  duties.  However,  I  want  to  reiterate  that 
the  reasons  for  the  opposition  of  some  of  the 
councilors  to  the  Mayor  is  their  own  business. 
That  is  a  concession  to  something.  I  must  say  it 
is  a  matter  of  absolute  fairness.  I  do  say  this, 
that  it  is  strange  intelligent  men  can  find  some- 
thing every  time  his  name  is  mentioned  here. 
They  can  accept  my  statement.  I  am  under  no 
compliment  to  them.  I  would  be  as  quick  ^  to 
defend  them  and  they  know  it,  if  they  were  being 
constantly  sniped  at  because  they  did  not  hit  the 
mark  every  time  they  sent  an  order  here  or  made 
an  utterance  in  public  which  became  part  of  a 
public  record.  I  am  only  trying  to  say  that 
there  are  not  fifteen  men  who  have  sold  them- 
selves body  and  soul  and  become  henchmen  of 
Mayor  Curley  here.  There  are  men  in  this 
chamber  as  recently  as  today  who  took  issue  with 
him  on  matters  concerning  their  own  wards. 
Undoubtedly  that  will  reflect  itself  up  here.  It  is 
not  a  week  after  week  occurrence.  The  man 
cannot  reasonably  be  wrong  all  the  time.  He 
must  have  some  good  thing  he  has  done  or  is 
planning  to. do.  Even  in  some  of  the  material  he 
has  sent  here  today  there  must  be  merit.  Why 
drag  him  and  others  over  the  coals  every  week? 
It  is  inconceivable  that  he  can  be  right  or  wrong 
all  the  time  any  more  than  we  can.  We  can 
streamline  the  proceedings  here  by  offering  ob- 
jections valid  or  otherwise  but  not  pressing  a  point 
for  hours  on  end  and  in  the  end  be  no  further  than 
we  were  at  the  start.     There  is  nothing  wrong  in 


defending  a  man.  There  is  nothing  wrong  with 
this  man  attacking  him  if  he  has  reason.  I  am 
prepared  to  say  many  of  the  councilors  are  thinking 
of  their  wards  first  or  probably  of  the  whole  city 
in  general  first.  That  is  to  their  credit.  I  do 
question  that  they  can  find  something  terribly 
wrong  every  week  so  that  these  proceedings  must 
be  carried  out  for  hours  until  seven  and  eight 
o'clock  in  the  night,  when  we  could  be  out  of  here 
at  five  o'clock  and  still  keep  faith  with  the  people 
of  the  city. 

Coun.  HURLEY — So  therefore,  Mr.  President, 
to  shorten  the  proceedings  so  we  can  get  home  to 
our  evening  meal  tonight  I  move  that  this  matter 
be  laid  on  the  table. 

Coun.  RUSSO— Mr.  President. 

President  KELLY — Councilor  Hurley  moves 
the  order  be  laid  on  the  table.  There  is  no  debate. 
It  is  a  vote  and  so  ordered.  The  order  is  laid  on 
the  table. 

Coun.  RUSSO — Mr.  President,  I  ask  recon- 
sideration. 

President  KELLY — A  motion  to  reconsider  is 
out  of  order. 

Coun.  SCANNELL— Mr.  President. 

Coun.  RUSSO — Mr.  President,  will  you  give 
me  the  rule? 

President  KELLY— I  will  be  glad  to. 

Coun.  RUSSO — I  would  like  to  draw  your 
attention  to  the  fact  I  have  been  trying  to  get 
your  permission  to  speak  on  two  orders. 

President  KELLY— Rule  20.  "Nor  shall 
reconsideration  be  had  upon  the  following  motions: 
To  adjourn,  the  previous  question,  to  lay  on  the 
table." 

The  order  was  laid  on  the  table. 


VOTING   MACHINES  IN  ALL  POLLING 
.   PLACES. 

Coun.  SCANNELL  and  BAYLEY  offered  the 
following: 

Ordered,  That  his  Honor  the  Mayor  be  requested 
to  provide  for  the  installation  of  voting  machines 
in  all  polling  places  throughout  the  city. 

Coun.  SCANNELL — Mr.  President,  in  pre- 
senting this  order  today  I  realize  there  will  be  a 
great  expense  to  the  City  of  Boston  in  having 
voting  machines  through  the  city,  but  you  are 
going  to  correct  many  evils  rampant  in  the  city 
during  an  election.  There  are  certain  sections 
in  my  district  which  have  ballot  boxes  which  are 
broken  and  antiquated.  Some  of  them  are  probably 
sixty  years  old.  If  there  is  a  question  which 
arises  in  regard  to  elections  in  this  city,  it  really 
smells.  They  have  people  working  in  these  polls 
that  I  have  questioned  on  many  an  occasion. 
Talk  about  people's  records,  about  constables 
which  you  should  never  talk  about,  I  question 
some  of  these  people  who  are  counting  ballots  in 
this  city.  You  would  like  to  look  into  it  and  find 
out  what  they  do  in  some  of  these  polling  places. 
It  certainly  does  not  give  the  voters  of  the  city 
an  opportunity  t}  exercise  their  franchise  in  the 
right  way.  In  the  South  Boston  section  I  found 
out  at  the  last  primary  election  there  were  at 
least  fourteen  or  fifteen  ballot  boxes  that  were 
not  recording.  What  is  the  result?  Some  of 
the  powers  to  be  who  have  plenty  of  money  to 
go  out  and  buy  an  election,  it  is  in  their  favor. 
The  result  is  that  the  people  of  the  city  are  not 
getting  a  fair  deal  in  an  election.  I  think  we 
had  ought  to  put  voting  machines  in  every  pre- 
cinct in  the  city.  There  has  been  talk  in  the 
Ward  3  section  of  Boston  where  people  worked 
until  six  o'clock  in  the  morning  and  the  Election 
Commissioner  had  to  go  down  and  pick  up  the 
ballots  and  bring  in  to  get  them  straightened  out. 
That  is  a  sad  situation.  I  realize  this  is  an  old 
city.  I  also  realize  the  method  of  handling  elec- 
tions in  the  city  is  as  old  as  the  city  itself.  I 
think  we  had  ought  to  modernize  the  elections  and 
give  the  people  an  opportunity  when  they  vote 
to  have  their  vote  recorded  for  the  right  man. 
I  think  voting  machines  would  be  a  real  benefit 
in  the  elections  in  this  city.  At  least  it  would 
keep  them  straightened  out.  I  talked  with  a 
few  people  in  regard  to  the  last  primary  election. 
I  walked  into  a  precinct  and  a  man  told  me  that 
the  checkers  in  that  precinct  counting  the  ballots 
had  pencils  in  their  hand  and  were  doing  a  job 
in  the  contest.  I  was  not  in  that  contest.  It 
was  for  the  House  of  Representatives.  This  is  a 
bad  situation.     I  think  we  had  ought  to  clear  it 
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up.  The  only  way  we  <:m  cleat  it  up  is  to  put 
vol iny  machines  in  the  precincts  of  the  City  of 
Boston. 

Coun.  BAYLEY — I  am  very  happy  to  join 
with  the  distinguished  councilor  from  Ward  0 
(Coun.  Scannell)  in  this  matter.  I  agree  with 
even  thins;  he  has  said  with  the  possible  exception 
of  stating  that  in  the  long  run  this  will  not  be  an 
expensive  procedure.  It  is  true  it  will  cost  a  large 
sum  of  money  to  put  voting  machines  in  all  the 
precincts  of  Boston.  On  the  other  hand,  year  by 
year  we  will  save  money  without  any  question. 
In  the  first  place  we  will  do  away  with  the  neces- 
sity of  recounts  which  are  long  and  cumbersome 
and  require  the  attention  of  a  great  many  people 
at  extra  expense.  I  understand  the  city  of  New 
York  has  voting  machines  which  have  proved 
satisfactory  there.  One  of  the  two  precincts  in 
Boston  which  have  voting  machines  is  located  in 
Precinct  4  of  my  ward.  It  has  been  most  satis- 
factory. Everybody  has  been  well  contented 
with  it.  After  the  first  vote  they  have  learned 
how  to  vote  so  that  now  the  voters  hardly  ever 
ask  for  an  explanation.  It  is  not  difficult  to 
understand.  By  a  process  of  instruction  you  can 
teach  people  how  to  vote  very  quickly.  You 
get  your  results  very  soon.  In  most  elections 
they  are  through  at  8.45.  You  know  the  results. 
There  is  a  method  of  cheeking  up  on  the  back  of 
the  machine,  adding  the  totals.  You  get  your 
election  officials  home  early.  At  the  present 
time  it  is  difficult  to  get  good  election  officials. 
Many  people  are  working  at  other  jobs  and  do  not 
like  it.  There  is  a  possibility  you  might,  be  able 
to  get  by  with  less  officials  with  the  use  of  voting 
machines.  In  the  big  elections  we  have  six  officials 
and  two  checkers,  a  total  of  eight.  In  some 
precincts  I  believe  a  maximum  of  four  officials 
would  be  satisfactory  to  handle  it  or  six  at  the 
most.  There  will  be  less  expense  in  the  matter 
of  the  election  officials.  You  need  not  have 
election  officials  going  home  at  seven  o'clock  in 
the  morning.  As  the  councilor  from  Ward  6  said, 
in  the  last  presidential  election  some  of  the  men 
did  not  get  home  until  eleven  o'clock  the  next 
morning.  They  were  so  tired  they  could  not 
count  the  ballots  and  make  a  good  report.  The 
voting  machine  will  eliminate  in  large  measure 
the  possibility  of  fraud  or  unintentional  mis- 
takes because  it  does  not  leave  things  up  to  the 
human  element.  You  make  mistakes  when  you 
are  tired  and  heated.  It  is  a  worthwhile  expense. 
I  hope  the  order  passes.  I  would  like  to  see  a 
loan  order  or  a  bond  issue  made  so  that  the  machine 
may  be  put  into  effect  for  the  November  election. 
I  shall  take  great  pleasure  and  consider  it  a  priv- 
ilege to  speak  for  any  such  loan  at  that  time 
I  will  vote  for  it. 

Coun.  COFFEY — I  am  very  much  in  favor  of 
the  order  for  two  reasons.  One  is  that  in  the  last 
presidential  election  Precinct  5  of  my  ward  did  not 
come  in  until  six  o'clock  the  following  day  after  the 
election.  In  this  last  primary  day  contest  about 
four  precincts  of  my  ward  did  not  arrive  at  City 
Hall  until  five  o'clock  in  the  morning.  I  think  that 
this  would  be  a  good  thing  for  the  entire  city.  It 
would  speed  up  counting  and  it  would  eliminate 
any  false  count  that  might  be  taken.  Now  I  know 
that  over  the  years  a  pretty  fairly  accurate  count 
has  been  made  throughout  the  entire  city  in  every 
contest.  I  will  call  your  attention  to  a  contest 
that  took  place  in  my  ward  about  eight  years  ago 
in  a  House  fight.  There  was  a  recount  called  for. 
It  is  a  matter  of  record.  It  can  be  looked  up.  You 
can  find  it  out.  After  the  count  had  been  taken 
and  a  recount  had  been  held  one  candidate  lost  552 
votes  in  two  precincts.  Mind  you,  there  were 
twenty-four  precincts  in  the  ward.  The  leading 
candidate  had  lost  550  votes  in  two  precincts.  For 
that  reason  alone  we  should  have  voting  machines. 
Those  precincts  would  have  been  taken  care  of. 
Somebody  in  there  was  more  than  careless  and  not 
only  with  the  pencils.  They  do  not  mean  a  thing. 
The  people  are  inside  a  rail,  10  feet  away.  You 
cannot  see  what  they  are  doing  from  the  outside. 
If  you  call  "Coffey"  there  is  nothing  to  stop  the 
man  from  marking  it  down  to  Russo.  All  he  has 
to  do  is  give  Russo  a  hundred  of  Coffey's  votes  and 
he  changes  the  complexion  of  the  precinct.  I 
know  business  has  been  done  in  the  past.  There 
is  no  doubt  as  long  as  we  have  five  or  six  precinct 
workers  in  every  one  of  the  precincts  throughout 
the  entire  City  of  Boston,  somebody  with  five  or  six 
children  might  find  that  a  $50  bill  would  look  pretty 
good.  A  fellow  who  can  spend  money  and  wants 
to  make  sure  he  is  elected  by  such  a  plurality  that 
there  will  not  be  a  recount  can  go  into  a  place  and 


have  business  done.  We  know  it  can  be  done. 
Each  one  of  us  knows  it  can  be  done.  Take,  for 
example,  the  House  fight  in  Tom  Hannon's  ward. 
There  were  three  men  fighting  for  second  place. 
One  man  was  in  second  place  one  day.  He  was 
in  fourth  place  the  next  day.  He  was  in  third  place 
the  next  day.  He  finally  wound  up  in  second 
place  again.  If  we  have  voting  machines  We  elimi- 
nate that.  It  could  be  an  honest  mistake.  I 
doubt  it.  In  any  precinct  we  could  save  time.  A 
fellow  waiting  to  have  his  vote  counted,  a  fellow 
aspiring  for  the  House,  in  his  opinion  and  in  his 
friend's  opinion  he  is  just  as  important  as  the 
Governor.  If  the  Governor  wants  a  contest 
counted  first  like  the  Governor  did  in  the  last  nomi- 
nation where  there  was  not  any  contest,  it  is  11 
o'clock  before  they  dispose  of  the  contest  for 
Governor  and  Lieutenant-Governor.  .  Then  they 
start  down  the  line.  The  house  candidates  do  not 
know  how  they  will  come  out  until  three  o'clock  in 
the  morning.  The  voting  machine  just  counts 
them  all.  Every  candidate  for  office  throughout 
the  entire  city  knows  how  they  come  out.  It  would 
eliminate  the  expense  of  recounts  for  the  entire 
district. 

Coun.  RUSSO — Mr.  President,  talking  on  the 
order,  first  of  all  I  want  to  say  to  Councilor  Coffey, 
you  do  not  give  me  any  extra  votes.  As  a  matter 
of  fact,  last  year  on  the  recount  I  gained  267. 
There  must  be  something  wrong.  However,  I 
feel  we  have  a  committee  appointed  from  this 
Body.  I  hope  that  this  order  will  be  referred  to 
that  committee. 

Coun.  KINSELLA — I  must  confess  I  would  like 
to  hear  what  Councilor  Russo  moved. 

President  KELLY — He  moved  with  reference 
to  the  order  that  it  be  referred  to  the  Committee 
on  Voting  Machines. 

Coun.  KINSELLA — Well,  I  was  just  discussing 
with  the  councilor  from  Ward  7  (Coun.  Linehan) 
that  the  committee  has  not  functioned  in  the  last 
two  years.  The  Legislature  changed  the  laws  in 
1943  and  1944,  chapter  411,  saying  that  the 
Board  of  Election  Commissioners  have  no  authority 
to  float  a  bond  issue  for  the  purpose  of  purchasing 
voting  machines. 

President  KELLY — You  are  right,  councilor. 

Coun.  RUSSO — Mr.  President,  a  point  of 
information. 

President  KELLY— Do  you  yield? 

Coun.  KINSELLA— Yes. 

Coun.  RUSSO — My  point  of  information  is, 
isn't  there  an  existing  committee  now  for  voting 
machines? 

President  KELLY — There  is  a  committee.  I 
appointed  the  committee. 

Coun.  RUSSO — Mr.  President,  where  this  order 
is  presented  through  this  Body  and  you  have  a 
standing  committee  it  should  be  referred  to  that 
committee. 

President  KELLY — The  Chair  sees  no  objection 
if  the  Body  sees  fit. 

Coun.  KINSELLA — I  have  no  objection.  I 
want  to  know  that  the  Council  knows  what  the 
situation  is. 

President  KELLY— -That  is  right. 

Coun.  KINSELLA — This  is  a  good  order.  I, 
myself,  witnessed  a  hundred  ballots  terribly  dis- 
figured in  Precinct  13  where  I  voted.  On  going 
around  to  several  other  precincts  the  people  at  the 
polling  places  complained  to  me  that  something 
should  be  done  about  buying  or  fixing  the  machines. 
Two  years  ago  after  the  governorship  election  I 
had  occasion  to  file  an  order  asking  that  the  Board 
of  Election  Commissioners  see  to  it  that  all  proper 
repairs  were  made  on  the  boxes.  Up  to  now  the 
repairs  have  not  been  made.  This  is  one  of  the 
best  orders  in  here  in  a  long  time.  It  will  preserve 
the  sanctity  of  the  voter.  The  count  will  be 
accurate  and  speedy.  The  cost  to  the  city  would 
be  a  negligible  question.  In  making  payment  to 
defray  the  cost  we  will  be  protecting  the  first 
democratic  right  which  we  have,  the  right  to  vote. 

The  order  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
Voting  Machines. 


MOTION   TO   GO    INTO    EXECUTIVE. 

Coun.  HANNON— It  is  still  pretty  warm.  We 
have  been  here  quite  a  while.  It  is  customary  of 
course  to  go  into  executive  session.  I  think  there 
are  two  matters  in  executive  session  we  have  already 
considered,  the  first  of  which  is  the  matter  of 
veterans'  housing.  We  were  called  in  on  a  special 
session   a   couple   of   weeks   ago   to   take   action. 
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Because  the  matter  had  not  been  enacted  at  that 
time  at  the  Legislature,  we  could  not  properly 
adopt  it.  I  feel  that  we  gain  nothing  by  going 
into  executive  session  to  hash  over  this  matter.  It 
has  been  thoroughly  thrashed  out  already. 

Coun.  COFFEY— Mr.  President. 

President  KELLY — For  what  purpose  does  the 
gentleman  rise? 

Coun.  COFFEY— May  I  interrupt  to  ask  for  a 
point  of  information? 

President  KELLY— Do  you  yield? 

Coun.  HANNON— Yes. 

Coun.  COFFEY— The  East  Boston  Tunnel, 
isn't  that  laid  on  the  table  in  executive? 

President  KELLY— That  is  still  on  the  table. 

Coun.  COFFEY — I  want  it  removed  from  the 
table  if  possible. 

Coun.  HANNON — I  have  moved  that  we  go 
into  executive  session.     I  will  withdraw  it. 


PAYMENT  TO  HELEN   R.   O'BRIEN. 

Coun.  LINEHAN  offered  the  following: 
Ordered,  That  chapter  558  of  the  Acts  of  1946, 
entitled  "An  Act  authorizing  the  City  of  Boston 
to  pay  a  Sum  of  Money  to  Helen  R.  O'Brien," 
be,  and  hereby  is,  accepted,  and  that  under  the 
provisions  of  said  act  the  sum  of  five  thousand 
dollars  ($5,000)  be  paid  said  Helen  R.  O'Brien. 
Passed  under  suspension  of  the  rule. 


WEARING  OF   COATS   AND   TIES   AT 
MEETINGS   BY   COUNCILORS. 

Coun.  BAYLEY  offered  the  following: 

Ordered,  That  members  of  the  Boston  City 
Council  be  requested  to  wear  coats  and  ties  at  all 
City  Council  meetings. 

Coun.  BAYLEY — We  are  at  a  meeting  of  the 
Boston  City  Council  on  a  warm  day.  I  realize  it 
is  a  warm  day.  I  probably  suffer  as  much  as 
anybody  from  the  heat.  We  do  represent  the 
City  of  Boston  and  the  people  of  Boston.  We 
should  have  decorum  not  only  in  our  discussion 
but  in  our  dress.  I  want  to  compliment  the 
councilors  wearing  ties  and  coats.  The  city  clerks 
are  doing  it.  I  hope  when  we  come  back  from 
executive  session  we  will  be  dressed  in  ties  and 
coats  so  the  spectators  and  the  people  of  Boston 
will  know  we  are  preserving  decorum  in  our  dis- 
cussions and  giving  a  better  representation  of  the 
City  of  Boston. 

Referred  to  the  Committee  on  Rules. 


REPORT    OF    COMMITTEE    ON    COUNTY 
ACCOUNTS. 

Coun.  BRYAN,  for  the  Committee  on  County 
Accounts,  submitted  the  following: 

Report  on  petition  of  Daniel  E.  Donahue, 
employee  of  Penal  Institutions  Department,  to  be 
retired  under  provisions  of  chapter  678  of  Acts  of 
1945  —  recommending  passage  of  the  following 
order,  viz.: 

Whereas,  Daniel  E.  Donahue,  employed  in  the 
service  of  the  County  of  Suffolk,  as  assistant 
engineer  in  the  House  of  Correction,  Penal  In- 
stitutions Department,  has  made  application  to  be 
retired  under  the  provisions  of  chapter  678  of  the 
Acts  of  1945;    and 

Whereas,  The  said  Daniel  E.  Donahue  has 
submitted  to  the  City  Council  satisfactory  evi- 
dence that  he  is  a  veteran  as  defined  in  section  56 
of  chapter  32  of  the  General  Laws,  that  he  has 
been  certified  for  retirement  for  disability  by  the 
duly  authorized  medical  panel;  that  he  has  been 
in  the  service  of  the  county  at.  least  ten  years 
and  has  reached  the  age  of  fifty;  that  he  is  in- 
capacitated for  active  service;  and  that  his  total 
income  from  all  sources,  exclusive  of  his  retirement 
allowance  and  of  any  sum  received  from  the 
government  of  the  United  States  as  a  pension  for 
war  service,  does  not  exceed  five  hundred  dollars; 

Ordered,  That  under  the  provisions  of  section  56 
of  chapter  32  of  the  General  Laws,  as  amended 
by  chapter  514  of  the  Acts  of  1943,  Daniel  E. 
Donahue,  employed  in  the  County  of  Suffolk  as 
assistant  engineer  in  the  House  of  Correction, 
Penal  Institutions  Department,  be,  and  hereby 
is,  retired  by  the  Mayor  and  City  CouncU,  acting 


as  county  commissioners,  at  an  annual  pension  of 
eleven  hundred  and  seventy-three  dollars  and 
seventy-five  cents,  being  one  half  of  his  highest 
regular  rate  of  compensation. 

Report  accepted;   said  order  passed. 


WIDENING   OF   DARLING   STREET. 

Coun.  CAREY  offered  the  following: 
Ordered,  That  the  Street  Commissioners  be 
requested,  through  his  Honor  the  Mayor,  to  widen 
Darling  street,  at  the  Calumet  street  end,  by 
filling  in  and  surfacing  the  vacant  lot  at  the  corner 
of  Darling  and  Calumet  streets. 

Passed  under  suspension  of  the  rule. 


USE   OF   SIRENS   AT   NIGHT. 

Coun.  CAREY  offered  the  following: 

Ordered,  That  the  Fire  Commissioner  be  re- 
quested, through  his  Honor  the  Mayor,  to  ask 
those  in  charge  of  fire  apparatus  responding  to  an 
alarm,  to  refrain  from  unnecessary  use  of  sirens 
attached  to  the  fire  wagons  during  the  hours 
between  11  p.  m  and  7  a.  m. 

Coun.  CAREY — The  second  order  is  not  in- 
tended to  interfere  with  the  members  of  the  Fire 
Department  riding  on  the  apparatus  responding 
to  an  alarm.  Within  the  last  few  months  I  have 
had  several  people  ask  me  if  it  was  not  possible  to 
have  something  done  to  restrict  the  constant  use 
of  sounding  the  sirens  between  the  hours  of  11 
p.  m.  at  night  and  7  a.  m.  in  the  morning.  I  think 
that  if  it  is  possible  to  limit  the  use  of  the  siren 
'  during  those  hours  it  will  be  for  the  health  and 
general  welfare  of  those  who  want  to  sleep.  The 
men  on  the  fire  wagons  should  do  something  about 
it.  There  might  be  at  times  unnecessary  use  of 
the  sirens.  I  have  very  recently  seen  many 
instances  where  false  alarms  were  sounded  in 
certain  sections  of  my  district.  It  is  a  pity  that 
the  senders  of  the  false  alarms  cannot  be  caught 
and  made  to  pay  the  penalty.  I  sincerely  hope 
that  the  Fire  Commissioner  will  have  some  success 
with  the  men  who  ride  these  wagons  and  that  the 
use  of  the  sirens  will  be  restricted  between  the 
hours  stipulated  in  the  order.  I  move  suspension 
of  the  rule  and  passage  of  the  order. 

Passed  under  suspension  of  the  rule. 


ICING   OF   DRINKING   FOUNTAINS. 

Coun.  KEENAN  and  FISH  offered  the  fol- 
lowing: 

Ordered,  That  the  Park  Commissioner  be  re- 
quested, through  his  Honor  the  Mayor,  to  see  that 
all  drinking  fountains  are  iced  during  the  summer 
months. 

Passed  under  suspension  of  the  rule. 


CONSTRUCTION   OF   METROPOLITAN 

AVENUE. 

Coun.  CANTWELL  offered  the  following: 
Ordered,  That  his  Honor  the  Mayor  be  re- 
quested to  do  all  possible  to  speed  up  the  com- 
pletion of  street  construction  on  Metropolitan 
avenue  and  thereby  relieve  the  traffic  problem 
existing  because  of  the  impassibility  of  the  street. 
Passed  under  suspension  of  the  rule. 


RECESS. 

On  motion  of  Coun.  COFFEY  the  Council 
voted  at  4.30  p.  m.  to  take  a  recess,  subject  to  the 
call  of  the  Chair.  The  members  reassembled  and 
were  called  to  order  by  President  KELLY  at 
5.30  p.  m. 


THE    NEXT    MEETING. 

Coun.  CHASE — I  move  that  when  the  Council 
adjourn  it  be  for  three  weeks,  to  meet  on  Monday, 
July  22. 

The  motion  was  carried. 
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CITY     COUNCIL. 


EXECUTIVE   COMMITTEE   REPORTS. 

Coun.  FISH,  for  the  Executive  Committee,  sub- 
mitted  the  following: 

1.  Report  on  message  of  Mayor  and  order 
(referred  August  13,  1945)  accepting  chapter  692 
ol  \<  is  of  1945  for  extension  of  rapid  transit  facili- 
ties in  East  Boston  district  of  City  of  Boston — 
recommending  that  same  ought  to  pass. 

President  KELLY — The  question  comes  on  the 
acceptance  of  the  report  of  the  committee.  It  is  a 
vote  and  so  ordered.  The  question  comes  on  the 
passage  of  the  order. 

Coun.  SULLIVAN — Mr.  President,  I  move  at 
this  time  that  this  order  be  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  Finance.  It  has  been  the  policy  of  this 
Body  here  to  refer  all  loan  orders  to  this  com- 
mittee because  of  the  large  sums  of  money  involved. 
At  our  executive  meeting  three  weeks  ago,  it  was 
put  off  at  that  time  because  the  hour  was  getting 
late.  I,  as  well  as  the  other  councilors,  had  addi- 
tional questions  to  ask  the  Transit  Commissioners. 
At  that  time  it  was  agreed  to  lay  the  matter  on  the 
table  to  a  later  date  until  they  were  able  to  come 
back  again.  I  firmly  believe  that  this  order  here 
should  go  to  the  Committee  on  Finance  so  as  to 
allow  them  to  hold  a  committee  meeting  and  extend 
an  invitation  not  only  to  the  Transit  Commis- 
sioners but  to  the  City  Planning  Board,  the 
Metropolitan  District  Commission  Planning  Board 
and  the  State  Planning  Board.  Also,  the  chair- 
man of  the  committee  before  he  calls  the  meeting 
can  find  out  who  was  responsible  for  this  legisla- 
tion. There  is  something  definitely  funny  about 
this  piece  of  legislation  because  the  councilor  from 
Ward  1  (Coun.  Coffey)  admitted  that  he  did  not 
know  anything  about  this  at  all  until  it  came  into 
this  Body  for  approval.  Also,  we  should  notify 
the  various  presidents  of  the  board  of  trades 
throughout  the  city  and  the  Chamber  of  Com- 
merce and  the  Boston  Retail  Trade  Board.  I  hope, 
Mr.  President,  this  order  will  be  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  Finance. 

President  KELLY — The  question  is  on  referring 
the  order  to  the  Committee  on  Finance.  It  is  a 
vote  and  the  order  is  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
Finance. 

Coun.  MUCHNICK— Mr.  President,  I  doubt  the 
vote  and  ask  for  a  roll  call. 

Coun.  SULLIVAN — I  am  not  standing  on  the 
roll  call  but  on  a  point  of  information.  You  al- 
ready announced  a  vote  and  referred  this  to  the 
Committee  on  Finance.  It  is  now  before  that 
committee. 

Coun.  MUCHNICK— Mr.  President. 

President  KELLY — You  are  doubting  the 
decision.  Three  members  are  standing.  The 
gentleman  has  a  right  to  doubt  the  vote  and  ask  for 
a  roll  call.     You  cannot  deny  him  that. 

Coun.  SULLIVAN — Mr.  President,  a  point  of 
information.  A  point  of  order.  You  announced 
a  vote.  Is  that  right?  You  referred  the  order 
and  you  said,  "Now  the  order  is  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  Finance."     Am  I  right  or  wrong? 

President  KELLY — That  is  right. 

Coun.  SULLIVAN — If  that  is  so,  how  can  the 
gentleman  doubt  the  vote,  after  it  has  been  re- 
ferred to  the  committee? 

Coun.  MUCHNICK— Mr.  President. 

President  KELLY — The  vote  was  to  refer  it  to- 
the  Committee  on  Finance.  I  am  going  to  rule  the 
gentleman  in  order.     The  clerk  will  call  the  roll. 

The  roll  was  called  and  the  motion  to  refer  the 
matter  to  the  Committee  on  Finance  was  lost, 
yeas  H,  nays  1 1 : 

Yeas — Coun.  Bayley,  Cantwell,  Chase,  Cook, 
Moriarty  and  Sullivan. 

Nays — Coun.  Bryan,  Coffey,  Fish,  Hurley, 
Kelly,  Kinsella,  Lane,  McCormack,  Muchnick, 
Russo  and  Scannell. 

Coun.  SCANNELL — I  move  the  passage  of  the 
order  and  its  acceptance. 

Coun.  HANNON— Well,  Mr.  President,  I  am 
going  to  vote  for  the  adoption  of  this  order.  But 
while  I  am  doing  so  I  think  it  should  be  noted  in 
the  record  that  I,  in  conjunction  with  many  other 
councilors  here,  feel  that  there  is  a  primary  obliga- 
tion on  the  Boston  Elevated  Railway  Company, 
the  Massachusetts  Legislature,  and  the  City  of 
Boston  to  remove  the  Elevated  structure  that  en- 
cumbers Washington  street  and  the  highways  of 
this  city  from  Sullivan  square  to  Forest  Hills.  For 
years  the  Elevated  has  been  tossing  this  in  our  face, 
having  a  study  made  of  it,  having  it  looked  into  and 
saying  that  they  are  going  to  do  it.  I  wish  this 
Body  had  power  enough  to  take  some  definite  and 
positive  action  so  that  we  could  ourselves  institute 


or  initiate  some  legislation  that  would  demand,  not 
merely  call  for  but  really  demand  the  abolition  of 
this  structure.  It  is  really  a  curse  upon  the  City  of 
Boston.  The  way  I  look  upon  this  act,  I  do  not 
think  it  is  going  to  be  of  much  benefit  to  the  City 
of  Boston.  I  do  believe,  however,  that  it  will  pro- 
vide employment  for  thousands  of  veterans,  for 
thousands  of  men  and  boys  who  need  employment. 
For  those  reasons  I  will  vote  for  it.  But  I  do  think 
that  we  should  record  our  opposition  to  the  con- 
tinued carrying  out  of  all  that  the  Elevated  wants 
and  a  refusal  to  comply  with  what  the  people  of  the 
city  and  the  taxpayers  of  Boston  want.  What  we 
want  primarily  is  to  restore  Boston.  The  way  to 
restore  it  is  first  to  remove  the  old  and  unsightly 
Elevated  structure  that  is  a  burden  and  a  curse  to 
the  City  of  Boston.  We  will  not  gain  anything 
by  defeating  this  piece  of  legislation.  But  I  do 
hope  that  in  raising  our  voices  here  we  will  call 
attention  to  the  fact  that  as  a  matter  of  fair  play 
to  the  City  of  Boston  and  to  the  citizenry,  the 
Boston  Elevated  Railway  Company  should  pro- 
ceed forthwith  to  make  plans  to  remove  the 
Elevated  structure  from  Sullivan  square  to  Forest 
Hills. 

Coun.  CANTWELL— Mr.  President,  I  am  not 
jealous  of  other  cities  and  towns  getting  better 
service  than  the  City  of  Boston.  But  let  us  look 
at  this.  Here  we  have  Washington  street  which  is 
miles  long  and  which  could  be  a  beautiful  boule- 
vard with  low  assessed  property  building  up  to 
higher  assessed  property  through  apartment 
houses  built  all  along  out  to  Jamaica  Plain.  It 
would  bring  a  'bigger  revenue  into  the  City  of 
Boston.  Of  course  I  can  always  look  ahead  and 
see  when  I  am  licked.  Naturally,  I  will  have  to 
vote  for  this.  I  would  not  begrudge  anyone  the 
benefits  that  this  will  bring.  But  my  prime 
i  nterest  is  in  the  big  portion  of  Boston  which  is  on 
this  side  of  the  city.  It  would  develop  homes  and 
big  apartment  houses  with  higher  assessed  prop- 
erty values.  It  is  about  time  the  people  of  Boston 
got  a  break  on  some  of  these  things  instead  of 
paying  out  a  big  loan  order  which  is  going  into 
this-  subway.  I  want  to  go  on  record  that  is  the 
reason  why  I  voted  against  it  at  the  Executive 
Council.  I  probably  will  vote  for  it  knowing  I 
cannot  get  anywhere   the  other  way. 

Coun.  KEENAN — Mr.  President,  the  purpose 
of  my  vote  against  it  in  the  Executive  Committee 
was  the  same  as  Councilor  Cantwell's  and  Councilor 
Hannon's  reasons.  The  Boston  Elevated  Railway 
Company  is  going  to  have  the  benefit  of  this  to 
serve  the  people  of  Lynn,  Chelsea,  Winthrop  and 
Revere.  The  people  of  Boston  are  entitled  to 
better  car  service.  I  know  in  Dorchester  they  are 
not  getting  it.  Time  in  and  out  the  councilors  from 
the  various  districts  of  Dorchester  have  petitioned 
and  introduced  orders  for  better  service.  We 
have  never  had  the  cooperation  of  the  Boston 
Elevated  Railway  Company.  That  was  my 
purpose  in  opposing  it  in  the  executive  meeting. 

Coun.  COOK — Mr.  President,  I  voted  to  send 
it  to  the  Finance  Committee  because  I  think  the 
City  of  Boston  should  know  how  the  loan  order  is 
going  to  be  paid,  how  it  is  going  to  be  amortized 
and  where  the  revenue  is  coming  from.  What  is 
the  effect  if  the  Boston  Elevated  Railway  Company 
shows  a  deficit?  I  am  in  favor  of  the  passage  of 
the  main  order.  I  would  like  to  have  information 
on  it  more  than  we  have  so  far.  After  all,  the 
Legislature  gave  us  this  thing.  I  hope  it  is  on 
record  that  anything  that  the  City  of  Boston  can 
do  to  improve  conditions  not  only  for  the  city  but 
for  the  outlying  districts  as  well  is  all  right  with  us. 
But  I  would  like  to  have  those  members  of  the 
Legislature  that  did  pass  it  realize  if  it  turns  out 
to  be  a  white  elephant,  it  was  not  something  the 
City  of  Boston  asked  for.  What  the  City  of 
Boston  has  been  asking  for  to  benefit  the  city 
has  been  overlooked  by  the  Legislature.  I  am  in 
favor  of  using  this  money  through  a  loan  that  the 
Legislature  has  given  us  because  without  their 
consent  we  cannot  have  such  a  loan  order.  It 
would  seem  to  me  in  our  own  defense  and  for  our 
own  information  we  should  know  more  about  the 
workings  of  it.  Since  the  Council  does  not  seem 
to  feel  that  way  and  takes  the  thing  for  granted 
on  the  advice  of  the  Legislature  in  their  action  and 
that  of  the  Boston  Elevated  Railway  Company  or 
the  Transit  Commissioners  we  might  as  well  pass 
it  now.  We  might  let  them  know  in  the  future  if 
it  turns  out  not  to  be  so  good,  it  was  not  our  fault. 

Coun.  SCANNELL — Mr.  President,  as  far  as 
this  subway  being  a  white  elephant,  the  money 
that  is  going  to  be  derived  from  the  subway,  in  the 
course  of  forty  years,  the  Elevated  will  have  to 
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pay  back  to  the  City  of  Boston  the  money  that 
was  spent  on  a  rental  basis.  In  other  words,  it 
cannot  be  a  white  elephant.  It  is  part  of  the 
rapid  transit  system.  When  it  is  built  the  Ele- 
vated will  turn  back  the  money  and  give  the  city 
a  rental  fee  for  this.  In'case  it  is  a  white  elephant 
the  Transit  Department  will  make  up  the  fees  for 
the  subway  which  will  be  paid  back  to  the  city. 
In  the  course  of  forty  to  fifty  years  we  will  get  the 
money  back  which  we  spent  for  the  subway. 

Coun.  SULLIVAN— Mr.  President,  I  have 
been  against  this  since  it  came  in.  I  am  not  going 
to  offer  any  apology  because  I  am  still  going  to 
vote  against  it.  The  gentleman  on  my  left  who 
has  just  spoken  relative  to  its  being  paid  off  in 
forty  or  fifty  years;  at  the  rate  the  Legislature 
is  going  in  criticizing  the  City  of  Boston  we  will 
not  be  here  in  fifty  years.  Another  gentleman  in 
the  executive  meeting  mentioned  the  fact  that  in 
the  payoff  of  this  loan  that  the  Elevated  will  not 
pay  when  they  show  a  deficit.  Who  are  we  going 
to  believe?  All  you  gentlemen  heard  the  Councilor 
from  Ward  1  (Coun.  Coffey)  this  afternoon.  He 
did  not  know  a  thing  about  this  until  it  came 
here  before  this  Body.  The  councilors  who  came 
from  Wards  2,  3,  8,  9  and  11  in  past  years  into  this 
Body  have  consistently  placed  orders  in  here  asking 
that  the  Legislature  do  something  about  the 
removal  of  the  El  structure  from  Sullivan  square 
to  Forest  Hills.  What  do  we  get?  A  $8,500,000 
loan  for  East  Boston.  They  do  not  want  to  help 
Boston.  They  want  to  help  the  adjoining  cities 
and  towns.  They  want  to  take  residents  away 
from  the  City  of  Boston  and  out  of  the  City  of 
Boston.  You  are  not  going  to  help  Boston  one  bit 
by  passing  this  piece  of  legislation.  Let  us  say  to 
the  Legislature,  Help  Boston,  build  Boston  and  we 
will  go  along  with  you  and  along  with  the  other 
cities  and  towns.  As  long  as  you  gentlemen  are 
going  to  pass  this  $8,500,000  not  knowing  what  it  is 
all  about,  not  knowing  how  it  is  going  to  be  paid  off, 
not  knowing  who  is  going  to  be  the  man  who  is 
going  to  have  the  jobs,  you  will  be  acting  without 
information.  At  the  last  committee  meeting 
three  weeks  ago  it  was  agreed  upon  that  those 
gentlemen  from  the  Transit  Department  were  to 
come  back  before  you  at  our  next  meeting.  They 
were  not  here  today.  The  next  thing  you  know 
you  are  going  to  have  another  bill  down  here  to 
take  over  the  spare  tracks  of  the  New  Haven 
Railroad,  sending  the  Boston  residents  out  through 
Norwood  and  other  points  to  Providence,  making 
it  easier  for  them  to  come  in  and  out  of  Boston. 
Do  not  let  us  kid  ourselves  as  far  as  the  occupa- 
tional tax  is  concerned.  Gentlemen,  if  any  one 
of  you  were  living  out  in  the  small  towns  and 
were  a  Representative  of  those  towns,  would  you 
vote  to  put  an  occupational  tax  on  your  residents? 
We  are  slowly  driving  business  from  Boston. 
The  only  way  we  can  reduce  the  tax  rate  and  save 
Boston  is  to  build  Boston.  One  thing  is  the 
removal  of  the  El  structure  on  Atlantic  avenue. 
There  has  been  no  need  of  delay  on  the  removal 
.of  that  structure  and  putting  in  its  place  a  subway. 
The  bill  has  been  up  in  the  Legislature  for  the 
past  fifteen  or  twenty  years.  I  can  remember 
when  I  was  a  youngster  a  delegation  went  into 
the  State  House  each  year  asking  approval  of 
bills  to  remove  that  structure.  From  one  year  to 
another  it  has  been  going  from  committee  to 
committee.  Don't  you  gentlemen  honestly  think 
that  if  the  Elevated  wanted  to  help  Boston  out 
they  would  have  done  so  before  now?  This  is 
just  the  beginning.  It  is  to  give  something  not 
to  the  residents  of  East  Boston  and  not  to  the 
residents  of  Boston  itself  but  to  the  residents  of 
the  North  Shore.  As  one  councilor  in  the  Execu- 
tive Committee  so  well  put  it,  it  is  to  take  care 
of  the  Republican  towns.  They  are  going  to' 
have  other  rapid  transit  lines  coming  in  here  for 
approval.  They  are  going  to  be  extended  down 
through  the  South  Shore.  The  white  elephant 
that  takes  in  my  district  and  runs  through  into 
Forest  Hills.  Now  the  majority  of  you  gentlemen 
in  the  parade  in  Charlestown  on  the  17th  of  June 
marched  along  Main  street,  if  that  was  not  enough 
to  convince  you  that  the  structure  should  be 
removed,  I  do  not  know  that  any  of  my  words 
will  convince  you.  If  you  gentlemen  had  this  EI 
structure  .in  your  district  and  the  complaints 
continually  coming  not  only  from  the  residents 
but  from  the  business  men,  you  would  want  its 
removal.  This  is  the  main  artery  connecting 
Boston  with  Providence.  The  result  has  been 
that  the  property  along  Washington  street  is 
deteriorating.  It  has  gone  back  several  hundred 
yards   from   Washington   street   and   is  taking   in 


the  adjoining  streets.  Mr.  President,  I  am  going 
to  move  at  this  time  reconsideration  of  the  vote 
taken  in  reference  to  the  Finance  Committee.  I 
hope  that  reconsideration  will  prevail  and  that 
this  order  will  go  back  to  the  Committee  on 
Finance. 

President  KELLY — Councilor  Sullivan  moves 
reconsideration  of  the  vote  taken  to  refer  this 
matter  to  the  Committee  on  Finance. 

Coun.  CHASE — Mr.  President,  I  will  be  as  brief 
as  possible  in  my  comments.  If  I  remember 
correctly  we  had  a  similar  loan  order  before  the 
Council  last  year.  I  believe  it  was  around  five 
million  dollars.  The  chairman  of  the  Committee 
on  Finance  last  year  held  a  public  hearing  on  it. 
As  chairman  I  invited  all  the  airplane  company 
officials  from  the  airport,  the  Transcontinental, 
the  Western,  the  American  Air  Lines,  the  Eastern 
Air  Lines,  and  other  officials  including  the  airport 
officials.  These  gentlemen  were  very  much  in 
favor  of  better  transportation  facilities  for  the 
people  using  the  airport.  They  presented  some 
very  logical  argument.  In  arguing  in  favor  of  this 
system  but  upon  examining  the  plans,  Mr.  Presi- 
dent, much  to  my  surprise  all  the  airplane  company 
officials  said  that  the  plans  before  them  would  not 
benefit  the  airport  as  far  as  they  were  concerned. 
They  could  not  see  how  it  could  possibly  benefit 
the  airport.  They  admitted  that  the  subway 
should  be  extended  closer  to  the  airport  in  order  to 
really  give  them  the  benefit.  The  Committee  on 
Finance  held  the  matter  in  committee  and  it  died 
in  committee.  The  Legislature  saw  fit  to  boost 
this  authorization  to  $8,000,000.  While  I  believe 
that  they  have  acted  because  of  compelling  and 
logical  reasons  I  believe  in  view  of  what  the  airport 
officials  said  last  year  about  this  property  and  the 
proposed  subway  that  we  should  ascertain  a  little 
more  closely  whether  or  not  it  is  going  to  be  of 
great  benefit  to  the  airport.  I  believe,  sir,  that  the 
East  Boston  airport  some  day  in  the  near  future 
will  be  bearing  passengers  equal  to  the  number 
entering  the  North  Station  and  the  South  Station. 
I  believe  that  we  in  municipal  government  should 
do  everything  within  our  power  to  encourage  large 
expenditures  of  money  by  these  air  transportation 
companies  to  improve  the  airport  and  to  give  us 
good  facilities  in  order  that  we  may  have  one  of  the 
leading  airports  of  the  country.  I  believe  that  this 
matter  should  be  referred  to  your  Committee  on 
Finance.  I  do  not  believe  in  hasty  action.  I 
believe  that  the  public  should  be  given  a  chance  to 
voice  its  opinion  on  a  matter  as  gigantic  as  this. 
This  is  a  $8,000,000  expenditure.  I  can  tell  you  I 
probably  will  favor  the  $8,000,000  proposition  but 
I  believe  that  these  loan  orders  should  go  through 
proper  channels.  It  is  unusual  not  to  refer  a  loan 
order  to  your  Committee  on  Finance.  I  see  no 
reason  why  we  should  at  this  time  rush  this  matter 
through  without  having  it  go  through  proper 
channels.  I  hope  that  you  Council  members  will 
see  fit  to  reconsider  the  matter  and  refer  it  to  the 
Committee  on  Finance  in  order  that  the  public  at 
large,  your  airport  officials  and  others  concerned 
with  adequate  transportation  in  East  Boston  would 
be  given  an  opportunity  to  present  their  views. 

Coun.  COFFEY— Mr.  President,  may  I  start 
off  by  saying  I  am  not  concerned  about  the  airport 
officials.  They  have  never  done  anything  or 
offered  a  penny  toward  the  contribution  for  better 
service  from  the  airport  to  Boston,  not  one  penny. 
They  are  making  a  profit  at  the  airport.  We,  in 
East  Boston,  suffered  the  loss  of  our  bathing 
beaches  and  our  only  playground  through  the 
influence  of  the  airport  has  been  replaced.  _  It  so 
happens  that  the  airport  officials  are  going  to 
benefit  more  than  anybody  else  in  the  district. 
They  are  going  to  get  rapid  transit  direct  from 
Boston  to  within  two  blocks  of  the  administration 
building.  I  am  sure  they  cannot  ask  for  more. 
They  now  have  a  street  car  line  that  runs  within 
a  block  of  the  airport  with  a  10-cent  fare  from 
Maverick  Station.  They  have  bus  service  on  a 
seven-minute  schedule  during  the  busy  hours  and 
a  twenty-minute  schedule  after  the  busy  hours. 
It  is  direct  to  the  Administration  Building.  On 
top  of  that  they  have  buses  that  run  from  the 
hotels  in  Boston  direct  to  the  Administration 
Building.  If  I  am  not  mistaken  now  they  have  a 
big  bus  run  by  some  outside  company.  There  are 
now  four  types  of  service  besides  their  taxicabs. 
On  top  of  that,  this  will  be  the  best  service  they 
can  get  if  a  person  wants  to  go  to  the  airport.  The 
most  convenient  way  to  go  will  be  by  rapid  transit. 
A  rapid  transit  train  will  leave  them  off  within 
two  blocks  of  the  Administration  Building.  As 
Councilor   Sullivan   said   it   was   news.     The   old 
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plan  they  senl  down  showed  a  rapid  transit  line 
to  Day  Square.  Last  year  we  had  several  meetings 
on  it.  The  airport  officials  were  represented  by 
Mr.  Bunk,  lie  wanted  tliis  rapid  transit  direct 
to  the  Administration  Building.  If  that  had  been 
built  las!  year  to  the  Administration  Buitding'he 
would  ho  as  badly  off  today  as  lie  was  last  year 
without  it  because  the  Administration  Building 
has  already  been  built  and  the  new  building  has 
been  built  down  there  within  the  past  three  or 
four  months.  They  would  be  just  as  far  away 
now  if  they  did  have  rapid  transit  running  to  the 
old  Administration  Building.  We  want  this  to 
relieve  traffic  in  our  district.  We  have  had  five 
people  killed  this  year  on  Chelsea  street  alone. 
If  the  rapid  transit  takes  one  car  off  the  road 
going  to  Suffolk  Downs  or  the  Dog  Track  or  any 
of  the  beaches,  I  mean  the  outside  beaches,  we 
have  none  of  them  in  East  Boston  because  the 
airport  has  the  only  one  left,  the  $8,500,000  is  well 
worth  spending.  We  can  put  some  GI's  to  work. 
We  have  been  hollering  about  them.  We  have 
not  been  able  to  do  anything  about  them  because 
the  Legislature  was  caught  asleep  and  did  not 
appropriate  any  money  whatsoever  for  the  return- 
ing GI's.  Let  them  go  on  the  9-20  Club,  as  far 
as  the  Legislature  is  concerned  on  any  action  they 
took  in  the  past  two  years  waiting  for  the  boys 
to  come  home.  We  need  this  in  East  Boston. 
We  want  it.  It  is  going  to  feed  a  line  to  the 
Orient  Heights  section  and  relieve  a  bottle-neck 
that  is  bad  at  Maverick  square  at  the  present 
time.  Let  us  pass  this.  It  is  something  the 
Legislature  gave  us.  Let  us  take  advantage  of  it, 
they  give  us  so  little. 

Coun.  BAYLEY — Mr.  President,  I  hope  recon- 
sideration will  prevail.  Before  we  authorize  or 
make  recommendations  on  the  spending  of 
SS, 500, 000  it  is  important  that  we  look  into  the 
matter.  Last  year  when  the  sum  was  $5, 000, 000 
the  Finance  Commission  looked  into  the  matter. 
They  held  open  hearings  and  turned  down  the 
proposition  unanimously,  I  believe.  We  heard 
this  matter  three  weeks  ago.  We  had  certain 
officials  there.  I  would  like  to  have  heard  from 
the  air  lines.  There  were  officials  there  after  the 
Executive  Committee  voted  to  table  it.  Now  we 
gentlemen  are  getting  ready  to  pay  S8, 500, 000  of 
the  taxpayers'  money.  It  may  be  of  small  benefit 
to  the  City  of  Boston.  We  should  be  sure  it  is 
worth  $8,500,000.  Think  of  what  you  can  do 
with  $8,500,000.  You  can  take  down  the  Elevated 
structure.  You  can  improve  road  conditions. 
Before  we  authorize  it  we  should  refer  it  to  the 
Finance  Commission  so  we  can  tell  the  people  of 
Boston  we  have  looked  into  the  matter  carefully 
before  we  acted.  Let  us  exercise  caution  before 
throwing  the  taxpayers'  money  around. 

Coun.  RUSSO — I  sympathize  with  some  of  the 
councilors  who  are  opposed  on  general  principles 
so  far  as  this  loan  is  concerned.  If  they  have  an 
elevated  structure,  it  should  be  taken  down. 
However,  being  informed  by  the  councilor  from 
East  Boston  that  the  people  of  East  Boston 
want  the  thing,  I  could  be  selfish  and  vote  against 
it  and  say  that  in  order  to  build  Boston  I  feel 
we  had  ought  to  eliminate  the  cow  paths  we  have 
here  for  streets,  particularly  in  my  section  and  in 
my  ward.  We  have  many  of  these  narrow  streets 
built  back  in  the  days  of  Christopher  Columbus. 
However,  I  also  realize  we  are  going  to  benefit 
the  outside  more  than  we  will  the  City  of  Boston. 
But  we  must  realize  people  from  outside  come  into 
the  City  of  Boston  and  spend  their  money  here. 
In  order  to  keep  these  large  business  houses  in 
our  city  we  must  have  ways  and  means  to  bring 
the  business  into  the  City  of  Boston.  By  having 
surface  cars  in  this  particular  area  there  have 
been  accidents.  The  councilor  from  Ward  1 
(Coun.  Coffey)  stated  that  five  lives  have  been 
taken  away.  As  a  general  rule  perhaps  I  would 
be  against  it  but  I  realize  this  is  something  the 
State  Legislature  has  given  to  the  City  of  Boston 
for  us  to  accept.  There  is  no  other  alternative. 
If  it  meant  that  we  could  eliminate  the  elevated 
structure  in  our  city  by  voting  against  this  loan 
I  would  say  Yes.  But  we  have  no  other  alterna- 
tive but  to  accept  this  and  act  on  this  particular 
loan.  There  will  be  some  improvement  for  the 
citizens  of  East  Boston.  They  will  have  rapid 
transit  service  extended  to  Orient  Heights.  There- 
fore I  feel  we  should  pass  on  this  today. 

Coun.  COOK — Mr.  President  and  gentlemen  of 
the  Council,  the  councilor  from  Ward  13  (Coun. 
llaiinon)  brought  to  my  attention  the  second 
paragraph  in  the  letter  with  reference  to  this 
matter.      I    would   like   to   read   it   to   show   why 


reconsideration  should  prevail.  "These  acts 
become  effective  when  approved  by  the  Mayor 
and  City  Council  but  no  construction  can  begin 
until  a  plan  and  estimates  of  cost  indicating  that 
the  project-  can  be  completed  at  a  cost  not  ex- 
ceeding $8,500,000  is  aitproved  by  the  Depart- 
ment of  Public  Utilities  and  a  contract  entered 
into  by  the  Boston  Elevated  Railway  Company 
and  the  City  of  Boston."  It  seems  to  me  the 
Finance  Committee  should  have  an  opportunity 
to  examine  at  length  the  officials  of  the  Depart- 
ment of  Public  Utilities  and  the  Boston  Elevated 
railway  officials.  With  the  lifting  of  the  OPA 
restrictions  it  is  my  guess  that  the  cost  will  exceed 
$8,500,000  very  easily.  I  hope  reconsideration 
prevails  and  the  Finance  Committee  has  an  op- 
portunity to  go  into  this  very  thoroughly. 

President  KELLY — The  question  comes  on 
reconsideration.  The  Chair  is  in  doubt  and  asks 
for  a  standing  vote.  Those  in  favor  of  reconsidera- 
tion in  the  Finance  Committee  will  please  stand. 
Six  are  in  favor  and  nine  against  reconsideration. 
Reconsideration  does  not  prevail. 

The  question  came  on  the  passage  of  the  order. 
It  was  a  vote  and  the  order  passed. 

2.  Report  on  message  of  Mayor  and  order 
(referred  June  13)  that  chapter  494  of  Acts  of  1946, 
entitled  "An  Act  relative  to  the  Extension  of 
Rapid  Transit  Facilities  in  the  East  Boston  Dis- 
trict of  the  City  of  Boston"  be,  and  hereby  is 
accepted — recommending  that  same  ought  to  pass. 

President  KELLY — The  question  is  on  the 
acceptance  of  the  report  of  the  committee.  It  is 
a  vote  and  the  report  is  accepted.  The  question 
is  on  the  passage  of  the  order. 

Coun.  SULLIVAN— Mr.  President,  is  this  the 
other  half  of  the  $8,500,000  bill? 

President  KELLY— That  is  right. 

Coun.  SULLIVAN — I  move  that  it  be  referred 
to  the  Committee  on  Finance. 

President  KELLY — Councilor  Sullivan  moves 
that  it  be  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Finance. 
It  is  not  a  vote.  Councilor  Sullivan  doubts  the 
vote  and  asks  for  a  roll  call.  A  sufficient  number 
of  councilors  having  joined  him,  the  clerk  will 
call  the  roll. 

The  roll  was  called  and  the  motion  to  refer  to 
the  Committee  on  Finance  was  defeated,  yeas  7, 
nays  11 : 

Yeas — Coun.  Bayley,  Cantwell,  Chase,  Cook, 
Moriarty,  Muchnick,  Sullivan. 

Nays — Coun.  Bryan,  Coffey,  Fish,  Hurley, 
Keenan,  Kelly,  Kinsella,  Lane,  McCormack, 
Russo,  Scannell. 

The  question  came  on  the  passage  of  the  order. 
It  was  a  vote  and  the  order  passed. 

3.  Report  on  message  of  Mayor  and  order 
(referred  today)  that  $500,000  be  appropriated, 
to  be  used  for  funding  of  overlay  deficits,  and  that 
the  City  Treasurer  be  authorized  to  issue,  from 
time  to  time,  upon  request  of  the  Mayor,  bonds 
or  certificates  of  indebtedness  of  the  city  to  said 
amount — that  same  ought  to  pass. 

President  KELLY — The  question  comes  on  the 
acceptance  of  the  report  of  the  committee.  It  is 
a  vote  and  so  ordered.  The  question  comes  on  the 
passage  of  the  order,  giving  the  order  its  first 
reading. 

Coun.  SULLIVAN — Mr.  President,  what  is  this 
all  about? 

President  KELLY — It  is  what  we  passed  on  in 
the  executive  session. 

Coun.  SULLIVAN— I  was  not  there. 

President  KELLY— The  clerk  will  read  the 
order.     (The  clerk  reads  the  order.) 

President  KELLY — It  is  to  pay  off  the  overlay 
deficit  of  former  years.  It  is  a  customary  pro- 
cedure. 

Coun.  SULLIVAN— What  are  the  deficits? 

President  KELLY — The  deficits  of  the  years 
when  there  was  not  enough  money  provided  in  the 
budget. 

Coun.  SULLIVAN— What  years? 

President  KELLY— 1939  to  1945. 

Coun.  SULLIVAN — Is  it  something  that  comes 
in  every  year? 

President  KELLY — It  comes  in  every  four  or 
five  years.  We  have  to  catch  up  in  the  deficit  by 
this  means. 

Coun.  SULLIVAN — Has  it  anything  to  do  with 
tax  abatements? 

President  KELLY — Naturally  there  are  abate- 
ments granted  that  were  not  provided  for  in  the 
budget.  There  is  a  deficit.  It  accumulates 
since  1939,  every  year. 
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Coun.  SULLIVAN— Do  they  let  it  ride  that  far? 

President  KELLY— That  is  right.  Now  we 
have  to  catch  up. 

Coun.  SULLIVAN— What  is  the  other  order 
that  comes  in  the  first  of  every  year  relative  to 
abatements? 

President  KELLY — I  do  not  know  of  any  order 
that  comes  in.  The  question  is  on  the  passage  of 
the  order  and  the  clerk  will  call  the  roll. 

The  roll  was  called  and  the  order  was  passed  and 
given  its  first  reading,  yeas  18,  nays  none: 

Yeas — Coun.  Bayley,  Bryan,  Cantwell,  Chase, 
Coffey,  Cook,  Fish,  Hannon,  Hurley,  Keenan, 
Kelly,  Kinsella,  Lane,  McCormack,  Moriarty, 
Muchnick,  Russo,  Scannell. 

4.  Report  on  message  of  the  Mayor  and  order 
(referred  June  19)  for  loan  of  $500,000  to  provide 
housing  for  veterans  of  World  War  II — that  same 
ought  to  pass. 

President  KELLY — The  question  comes  on  the 
acceptance  of  the  report  of  the  committee.  It  is  a 
vote  and  the  report  is  accepted.  The  question 
comes  on  the  passage  of  the  order  for  a  second 
reading. 

Coun.  FISH — Mr.  President,  I  submit  an  order 
in  connection  with  the  order  we  are  talking  about. 
It  is  an  amendment.     Thank  you,  sir. 

The  clerk  read  the  following  amendment: 

that  the  words  "and  chapter  568"  be  inserted 

after  the  words     .     .     .     chapter  372     .     .     . 

Coun.  FISH — Mr.  President,  a  brief  explanation 
of  this  is  that  it  places  this  order  in  order,  you  may 
say,  for  the  attorney  who  may  accept  it  and  act 
upon  the  bonds  that  may  be  issued  so  that  there 


will  be  no  question.  It  is  a  recommendation  sent 
down  by  the  legal  department. 

Coun.  SULLIVAN— Mr.  President,  where  this 
changes  the  loan  order  after  its  first  reading,  must 
this  loan  order  in  order  to  be  legal  be  given  a 
second  reading? 

President  KELLY — I  am  informed  this  does  not 
change  the  loan  order.  It  gives  it  greater  weight 
so  that  there  will  be  no  difficulty  about  it.  The 
question  comes  on  Councilor  Fish's  amendment. 
It  is  a  vote.  The  question  comes  on  giving  the 
loan  order  a  second  reading,  as  amended.  The 
clerk  will  call  the  roll. 

The  roll  was  called  and  the  order  given  its  second 
reading,  yeas  19,  nays  none: 

Yeas — Coun.  Bayley,  Bryan,  Cantwell,  Chase, 
Coffey,  Cook,  Fish,  Hannon,  Hurley,  Keenan,  Kelly, 
Kinsella,  Lane,  McCormack,  Moriarty,  Muchnick, 
Russo,  Scannell,  Sullivan. 

Coun.  RUSSO— Mr.  President,  I  would  like  to 
take  off  the  taole  No.  1  for  the  reason  that  we  have 
just  passed  a  $500,000  loan  order.  The  thing  to  do 
is  to  take  it  Off  the  calendar  and  we  will  not  have  it 
before  us  any  longer.  I  make  a  motion  now  that 
we  take  it  off  the  table  and  defeat  it  without 
prejudice. 

President  KELLY — Councilor  Russo  moves  we 
take  No.  1  and  reject  it  without  prejudice.  It  is 
a  vote. 


Adjourned  at  6.15  p.  m.,  on  motion  of  Coun. 
MUCHNICK,  to  meet  on  Monday,  July  22, 
1946,  at  2  p.  m. 
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Proceedings  of  City  Council. 


Monday,  July  22,  1946. 

Regular  meeting  of  the  City  Council  held  in  the 
Council  Chamber,  City  Hall,  at  2  p.  m.,  President 
KELLY  presiding.     Present,  all  the  members. 

The  meeting  was  opened  with  the  salute  to  the 
Flag. 


LAND   FOR   PUBLIC   HIGHWAY. 

The  following  was  received: 

City  of  Boston, 
Office  of  the  Mayor,  July  22,  1946. 
To  the  Honorable  City  Council. 

Gentlemen, — In  condemnation  proceedings  in 
the  United  States  District  Court  for  the  District 
of  Massachusetts  entitled  "United  States  of 
America  v.  40.8  acres  of  land,  more  or  less,  in 
Boston,  Suffolk  County,  Commonwealth  of 
Massachusetts,  Frederick  E.  Ordway,  et  al.", 
Misc.  Civil  No.  6598,  the  United  States  on  Decem- 
ber 28,  1942,  acquired  in  fee  simple  certain  land 
in  the  South  Boston  District  of  Boston  within  the 
area  bounded  by  E  street,  West  First  street,  East 
First  street,  Dorchester  street  and  the  United 
States  Pierhead  and  Bulkhead  Line.  That  portion 
of  the  land  taken  which  abuts  the  intersection  of 
East  First  street  and  West  First  street  has  for 
some  time  been  used  as  if  it  were  a  part  of  those 
streets.  Recently,  the  United  States  tendered  to 
the  city  a  deed  (which  is  enclosed  herewith) 
granting  to  the  City  of  Boston  title  in  fee  to  the 
land  so  used,  to  the  end  that  it  may  be  formally 
laid  out  as  a  public  highway.  I  recommend  the 
adoption  by  your  Honorable  Body  of  the  accom- 
panying order  accepting  the  aforesaid  grant  from 
the  United  States. 

Respectfully, 
James  M.  Cukley,  Mayor. 

Ordered,  That  the  grant  to  the  City  of  Boston 
by  the  United  States  of  America  by  deed  dated 
May  31,  1946,  of  the  land  described  as  follows: 
Starting    at    a    point,    said    point    being    the 
intersection    of    northerly    line    of    East    First 
street  and   easterly  line   of   West   First  street, 
thence  North,  88  degrees,  41  feet,  10  inches  East 
a   distance   of   fifty   and   eight   one  hundredths 
(50.08)  feet  to  a  point  on  the  northerly  line  of 
East   First  street.     Thence   North   76   degrees, 
33  feet,  37  inches  West  a  distance  of  seventy-two  . 
and   eighty-eight   one   hundredths    (72.88)    feet 
to  a  point  on  the  easterly  line  on  West  First 
street.     Thence  South,  49  degrees,  .01  feet,  .00 
inches    East   twenty-seven   and    fifty-eight   one 
hundredths  (27.58)  feet  to  the  point  of  beginning, 
be,  and  the  same  hereby  is,  accepted. 
Referred  to  the  Executive  Committee. 


EASEMENT   FOR   SEWERAGE. 

The  following  was  received: 

City  of  Boston, 
Office  of  the  Mayor,  July  22,  1946. 
To  the  Honorable  City  Council. 

Gentlemen, — In  condemnation  proceedings  in 
the  United  States  District  Court  for  the  District 
of  Massachusetts  entitled  "United  States  of 
America  v.  40.8  acres  of  land,  more  or  less,  in 
Boston,  Suffolk  County,  Commonwealth  of  Massa- 
chusetts, Frederick  E.  Ordway,  et  al.",  Misc.  Civil 
No.  6598,  the  United  States  on  December  28, 
1942,  acquired  in  fee  simple  certain  land  in  the 
South  Boston  District  of  Boston  within  the  area 
bounded  by  E  street,  West  First  street,  East  First 
street,  Dorchester  street  and  the  United  States 
Pierhead  and  Bulkhead  Line.  At  the  time  of  the 
taking  the  City  of  Boston  had  sewerage  works  in 
certain  portions  of  the  land  taken  and  the  right  to 
discharge  sewage  and  drainage  upon  and  into  cer- 
tain other  portions  of  said  land.  In  adapting  the 
land  to  the  use  for  which  it  was  taken,  the  sewerage 
works  and  the  discharge  area  were  relocated  at  the 


expense  of  the  United  States  to  the  satisfaction  of 
the  Sewer  Division  of  the  Public  Works  Depart- 
ment of  the  city.  The  United  States  has  now 
tendered  the  city  a  deed  (which  is  enclosed  here- 
with) granting  to  the  City  of  Boston  a  right  and 
easement  for  the  construction,  maintenance  and 
operation  of  the  sewerage  and  drainage  works  as 
relocated,  and  also  a  right  and  easement  to  dis- 
charge sewage,  drainage,  storm  and  surface  waters 
upon  and  into  the  new  discharge  area.  I  recom- 
mend the  adoption  by  your  Honorable  Body  of 
the  accompanying  order  accepting  the  aforesaid 
grant  from  the  United  States. 

Respectfully, 
James  M.  Curley,  Mayor. 


Ordered,  That  the  grant  to  the  City  of  Boston 
by  the  United  States  of  America  by  deed  dated 
May  31,  1946,  of  the  perpetual  right  and  easement 
for  the  construction,  maintenance  and  operation 
of  sewerage  and  drainage  works  in,  over,  and  upon 
certain  lands  described  in  said  deed  and  also  of 
the  right  and  easement  to  discharge  sewage,  drain- 
age, storm  and  surface  waters  upon  and  into  cer- 
tain other  land  described  in  said  deed  be,  and  the 
same  hereby  is,  accepted. 

Referred  to  the  Executive  Committee. 


PURCHASE   OF   FIREBOAT. 

The  following  was  received: 

City  of  Boston, 
Office  of  the  Mayor,  July  22,  1946. 
To  the  City  Council. 

Gentlemen, — I  submit  herewith  an  order  for  the 
appropriation  of  $100,000  from  the  account  "Sales 
of  City  Property,"  for  the  purchase  and  equipping 
of  a  fireboat. 

The  boat  in  question  is  now  the  property  of  the 
United  States  Navy,  and  is  located,  for  the  time 
being,  at  South  Boston.  The  boat  was  built  some 
three  years  ago  at  a  cost  of  approximately  $350,000. 
The  boat  is  ninety-seven  feet  long,  has  a  displace- 
ment of  two  hundred  tons,  and  is  operated  by 
Diesel  engines. 

I  am  informed  by  the  Fire  Commissioner,  who 
has  examined  the  boat  in  company  with  a  ship- 
building expert,  that  the  boat  is  in  excellent  con- 
dition and  readily  adaptable  as  a  fire-fighting  unit 
for  his  department.  He  estimates  that  a  similar 
boat,  properly  equipped,  would  cost  the  city 
approximately  five  hundred  thousand  dollars. 

It  is  essential  that  the ,  city  provide  more  ade- 
quate fire  protection  for  its  waterfront.  Mr.  John 
P.  Brennan,  the  representative  of  the  City  of 
Boston  at  Washington,  has  spent  considerable 
time  and  effort  to  locate  and  obtain  a  boat  which 
could  be  adapted  for  municipal  needs.  In  the 
opinion  of  all  concerned,  the  purchase  price  from 
the  Navy  Department  of  $25,000  is  insignificant. 
Rough  estimates  at  the  present  time  indicate  that 
the  installation  of  pumps  and  other  fire-fighting 
equipment  will  be  in  the  vicinity  of  seventy  thou- 
sand dollars,  hence,  the  necessity  for  raising 
$100,000  to  purchase  and  place  the  boat  in  work- 
able condition. 

I  respectfully  request  your  Honorable  Body  to 
give  action  at  today's  meeting  to  this  appropria- 
tion. In  order  that  the  City  of  Boston  might  not 
lose  this  boat  to  another  and  higher  bidder,  it  is 
expedient  that  we  take  prompt  action  on  the  offer 
made  by  the  United  States  Navy  Department. 
Not  only  will  this  contemplated  purchase  provide 
a  most  necessary  piece  of  fire-fighting  equipment 
at  a  saving  of  several  hundred  thousands  of  dollars, 
but  it  will  also  be  possible  to  salvage  many  thou- 
sand dollars  worth  of  equipment  now  on  the  boat 
and  unnecessary  for  fire-fighting  purposes. 

I  recommend  prompt  action  on  the  accompany- 
ing order  by  your  Honorable  Body. 

Respectfully, 
James  M.  Cukley,  Mayor. 

Ordered,  That  the  sum  of  $100,000  be,  and  the 
same  hereby  is,  appropriated,  from  the  account 
"Sales  of  City  Property,"  to  be  expended  under 
the  direction  of  the  Fire  Commissioner,  for  the 
purchase,  furnishing  and  equipping  of  a  boat  from 
the  United  States  Navy  Department,  to  be  used 
as  a  fire-fighting  unit  of  the  Fire  Department. 

Referred  to  the  Executive  Committee. 
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APPROPRIATION  FROM  PARKMAN  FUND. 

The  following  was  received: 

Citv  of  Boston, 
Office  of  the  Mayor,  July  22,  1946. 
To  the  City  Council. 

Gentlemen, — I  am  in  receipt  of  the  attached 
communication  from  the  Board  of  Park  Com- 
missioners requesting  the  appropriation  of  $33,000 
from  the  income  of  the  George  F.  Parkman  Fund, 
to  be  expended  under  the  direction  of  the  Board 
of  Park  Commissioners,  for  the  Maintenance  and 
Improvement  of  the  Common  and  Parks  in 
Existence  on  January  12,  1887. 

The  1946  budget  estimates  of  the  personal 
service  requirements  of  the  Park  Department 
included  an  estimate  of  the  total  income  of  $211,- 
000  from  the  Parkman  Fund.  The  budget  allow- 
ances made  provision  for  the  appropriation  of 
this  income  as  it  accrued  for  the  purpose  of  de- 
fraying the  cost  of  work  actually  .performed  on 
the  Common  and  Parks  in  Existence  on  January 
12,  1887. 

I  submit  herewith  an  order  appropriating  the 
sum  of  $33,000,  the  accrued  income  now  available 
from  the  Parkman  Fund,  and  respectfully  recom- 
mend its  immediate  passage  by  your  Honorable 
Body. 

Respectfully, 
James  M.  Curley,  Mayor. 

Ordered,  That  the  sum  of  $33,000  be,  and 
hereby  is,  appropriated  from  the  income  of  the 
George  F.  Parkman  Fund,  to  be  expended  under 
the  direction  of  the  Park  Commissioners,  for  the 
Maintenance  and  Improvement  of  the  Common 
and  Parks  in  Existence  on  January  12,  1887,  as 
follows: 

Common  and  Parks  in  Existence  on 
January  12,  1887,  Maintenance  and 
Improvement  of $33,000 

City  of  Boston, 
Park  Department,  July  9,  1946. 
Hon.  James  M.  Curley, 

Mayor  of  Boston. 
Dear  Sir, — By  vote  of  the  Board  of  Park  Com- 
missioners, you  are  respectfully  requested  to  ask 
the  City  Council  to  transfer  from  the  income  of 
the  George  F.  Parkman  Fund  the  sum  of  $33,000 
which  is  now  available,  to  be  expended  under  the 
direction  of  the  Board  of  Park  Commissioners, 
as  follows: 

Common  and  Parks  in  Existence  on 
January  12,   1887,  Maintenance  and 

Improvement  of $33,000 

When  making  up  the  budget  estimates  for  the 
year  1946,  a  sum  equal  to  the  total  yearly  in- 
come of  the  George  F.  Parkman  Fund  was  deducted 
from  Item  A-l,  Permanent  Employees,  with  the 
understanding  that  this  deduction  was  to  be 
replaced  by  the  total  yearly  income  of  said  Park- 
man  Fund  for  1946,  to  be  transferred  as  it  ac- 
crued from  time  to  time  during  the  year  to  the 
regular  maintenance  appropriation  of  the  Park 
Department. 

Respectfully  yours, 
William  P.  Long,  Chairman. 
Referred  to  the  Committee  on  Parkman  Fund. 


TRANSFER  OF   APPROPRIATIONS. 

The  following  was  received: 

City  of  Boston, 
Office  of  the  Mayor,  July  22,  1946. 
To  the  City  Council. 

Gentlemen, — The  inclosed  requests  for  transfer 
of  appropriations,  together  with  the  accompanying 
orders,  are  forwarded  for  consideration  and 
adoption  by  your  Honorable  Body. 

Respectfully, 
James  M.  Curley,  Mayor. 


Ordered,  That  in  accordance  with  the  provisions 
of  section  3B  of  chapter  486  of  the  Acts  of  1909, 
as  amended  by  chapter  604  of  the  Acts  of  1941, 
the  City  Auditor  be,  and  hereby  is,  authorized  to 
transfer: 

From  the  appropriation  for  Public  Welfare  De- 
partment, Central  Office,  $255,  to  the  appropria- 
tion for  Public  Welfare  Department,  Temporary 
Home,  $255. 


City  of  Boston, 
Public  Welfare  Department, 

July  8,  1946. 
To  Hon.  James  M.  Curley,  Mayor,  City  of  Boston. 
From  Mr.  William  G.  O'Hare,  Secretary,  Public 

Welfare  Department. 
Subject:  Transfer  of  Funds,  Temporary  Home. 

This  department  respectfully  requests  the  follow- 
ing transfers  in  the  Temporary  Home  appropria- 
tion of  this  department: 

From  Central  Office,  F-9,  Dependent  Aid,  $255, 
to  Temporary  Home,  B-18,  Cleaning,  $5;  C-7, 
Furniture  and  Furnishings,  $200;  D-l,  Office,  $50. 

B-18,  appropriation  requested  $300,  appro- 
priation allowed  0.  It  was  found  necessary  to  pro- 
vide for  the  cleaning  of  the  garments  of  some  of  the 
inmates. 

C-7,  appropriation  requested  $300,  appropria- 
tion allowed  $100.  It  is  found  essential  to  purchase 
cribs  and  other  miscellaneous  items  of  furniture 
and  household  linens. 

D-l,  appropriation  requested  $10,  appropriation 
allowed  $10.  A  new  register  for  the  Temporary 
Home  which  was  ordered  in  1945  but  not  delivered 
until  1946  necessitates  this  request. 

William  G.  O'Hare,  Secretary. 

Ordered,  That  in  accordance  with  the  provisions 
of  section  3B  of  chapter  486  of  the  Acts  of  1909,  as 
amended  by  chapter  604  of  the  Acts  of  1941,  the 
City  Auditor  be,  and  hereby  is,  authorized  to 
transfer: 

From  the  appropriation  for  Public  Welfare 
Department,  Central  Office,  $4,816,  to  the  appro- 
priation for  Public  Welfare  Department,  Way- 
farers' Lodge,  $4,816. 

City  of  Boston, 
Public  Welfare  Department, 
July  8,  1946. 
To  Hon.  James  M.  Curley,  Mayor,  City  of  Boston. 
From  Mr.  William  G.  O'Hare,  Secretary,  Public 

Welfare  Department. 
Subject:  Transfer  of  Funds,  Wayfarers'  Lodge. 

This  department  respectfully  requests  the  follow- 
ing transfers  in  the  Wayfarers'  Lodge  appropria- 
tion of  this  department: 

From  Central  Office,  F-9,  Dependent  Aid,  $3,316, 
to  Wayfarers'  Lodge,  B-6,  Hire  of  Teams,  etc.,  $66; 
C-13,  Tools  and  Instruments,  $100;  D-2,  Food  and 
Ice,  $3,000;  D-5,  Medical,  Surgical,  etc.,  $50; 
D-8,  Laundry,  etc.,  $50;  D— 13,  Chemicals,  etc., 
$50. 

B-6,  appropriation  requested  0,  it  was  found 
essential  to  discard  a  substantial  number  of  cots 
which  necessitated  trucking  costs. 

C-13,  appropriation  requested  $100,  appropria- 
tion allowed  $35.  It  was  found  necessary  to  pur- 
chase fire  extinguishers  for  the  Wayfarers'  Lodge. 

D-2,  appropriation  requested  $5,000,  appro- 
priation allowed  $4,500.  Due  to  the  increase  in 
the  number  of  persons  lodged  at  the  Wayfarers' 
Lodge,  the  cost  of  feeding  them  will  be  greater  than 
anticipated. 

D-5,  appropriation  requested  $25,  appropriation 
allowed  $10.  Due  to  the  increase  in  the  number  1  of 
persons  lodged  at  the  Wayfarers'  Lodge,  need  for 
medical  supplies  is  greater  than  had  been  antici- 
pated. 

D-8,  appropriation  requested  $150,  appropria- 
tion allowed  $100.  Due  to  the  increase  in  the 
number  of  persons  lodged  at  the  Wayfarers'  Lodge, 
the  cost  of  toilet  supplies  will  be  greater  than 
anticipated. 

D-13,  appropriation  requested  $100,  appropria- 
tion allowed  $100.  Due  to  the  increase  in  the 
number  of  persons  lodged  at  the  Wayfarers'  Lodge, 
the  cost  of  chemicals  and  disinfectants  will  be 
greater  than  anticipated. 

William  G.  O'Hare,  Secretary. 

City  of  Boston, 
Public  Welfare  Department, 

July  22,  1946. 
To  Hon.  James  M.  Curley,  Mayor,  City  of  Boston. 
From  Mr.  William  G.  O'Hare,  Secretary,  Public 

Welfare  Department. 
Subject:  Transfer. 

This  department  respectfully  requests  the  fol- 
lowing transfer  from  the  Central  Office  to  the 
Wayfarers'  Lodge  appropriation  of  this  depart- 
ment: 

From  Central  Office,  F-9,  Dependent  Aid, 
$1,500,  to  Wayfarers'  Lodge,  B-39,  General 
Repairs,  $1,500. 

This  is  to  provide  for  painting  and  other  essen- 
tial repairs  to  the  Wayfarers'  Lodge.     The  present 
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balance  in  this  item  is  approximately  $2,000. 
The  lowest  bid  received  for  painting  the  Wayfarers' 
Lodge  was  $2,967. 

William  G.  O'Hahe,  Secretary. 

Ordered,  That  in  accordance  with  the  provi- 
sions of  section  3B  of  chapter  486  of  the  Acts 
of  1909,  as  amended  by  chapter  604  of  the  Acts  of 
1941,  the  City  Auditor  be,  and  hereby  is,  authorized 
to  transfer: 

From  the  appropriation  for  Municipal  Employ- 
ment Bureau,  $584.82,  to  the  appropriation  for 
Weights  and  Measures  Department,  $584.82. 

City  of  Boston, 
Weights  and  Measures  Department, 

July  3,  1946. 
Hon.  James  M.  Curley, 

Mayor  of  Boston. 
Sir, — For  reasons  explained  herein  I  respect- 
fully request  that  you  approve  a  transfer  of  five 
hundred  eighty-four  dollars  and  eighty-two  cents 
to  Item  F-7,  Pensions  and  Annuities  in  the  Weights 
and  Measures  Department  budget  from  available 
sources. 

This  transfer  is  to  take  care  of  the  amount 
needed  for  the  balance  of  the  year  for  the  pen- 
sion of  Deputy  Sealer  Lawrence  J.  Lewis,  whose 
retirement  dates  from  July  10,  1946. 

This  retirement  was  not  anticipated  when  the 
current  budget  was  in  the  making  and  the  slack 
allowed  for  veterans  returning  to  service  will  not 
be  sufficient  to  allow  any  part  of  it  for  this  pur- 
pose. There  is  not  sufficient  slack  in  any  of  tie 
budget  items  to  meet  this  requirement. 

Respectfully  yours, 
John  F.  McCarthy,  Sealer. 

Ordered,  That  in  accordance  with  the  provi- 
sions of  section  3B  of  chapter  486  of  the  Acts 
of  1909,  as  amended  by  chapter  604  of  the  Acts  of 
1941,  the  City  Auditor  be,  and  hereby  is,  authorized 
to  transfer: 

From  the  appropriation  for  Municipal  Employ- 
ment Bureau,  $205.52,  to  the  appropriation  for 
Medical  Examiner  Service,  South  Division, 
$205.52. 

Office  of  the  Medical  Examiner, 

June  3,  1946. 
Hon.  James  M.  Curley, 

Mayor  of  Boston. 
Dear  Sir, — I  hereby  request  transfers  as  follows 
to  meet  the  cost  of  tires,  tubes  and  repairs  for  car 
register  290 : 

From  available  sources,  $97.52,  to  Item  C-15, 
$97.52;  from  available  sources,  $108,  to  Item  B-14, 
$108. 

The  car  and  its  tires  are  ageing  and  emergency 
care  and  replacements  were  necessary. 
#        Yours  very  truly, 

Timothy  Leahy,  M.  D., 
Medical  Examiner  Suffolk  County. 
Referred  to  the  Executive  Committee. 


SUPERVISOR   OF   GRAVES 
REGISTRATION. 

Subject  to  confirmation  by  the  Council,  the 
Mayor  submitted  the  following  appointment: 

Supervisor  of  Graves  Registration  for  the  City 
of  Boston,  for  term  ending  April  30,  1947:  Frank  T. 
Pedonti,  25  Billerica  street,  Boston. 

Placed  on  file. 


DRIVEWAY   OPENINGS. 

Petition  of  William  J.  Cargill  and  Ellen  B. 
Cargill  for  driveway  opening  at  322-328  Albany 
street  and  314-328  Dover  street,  Boston. 

Petition  of  the  Gulf  Oil  Corporation  for  driveway 
opening  at  557  and  559  Columbia  road  and  1-5 
Cushing  avenue. 

Petition  of  Eva  J.  McCracken  for  driveway 
opening  at  107  Spring  street,  West  Roxbury. 

Severally  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Licenses. 


PROPOSED   BUS   ROUTES. 

Petition  of  the  New  England  Transportation 
Company  to  operate  a  bus  route  from  Park  square, 
Boston,  to  the  Dedham  line. 


Petition  of  Almeida's  Bus  Service  to  operate  a 
bus  route  from  Park  square,  Boston,  to  the  Milton 
line  at  Mattapan. 

Severally  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Licenses. 


PERMIT   FOR   MINORS. 

Petition  for  children  under  fifteen  years  of  age  to 
appear  at  a  place  of  public  amusement  was  received 
as  follows: 

John  Neptoce,  Boston  Summer  Theater,  July  22 
to  July  27. 

Permit  granted  under  usual  conditions. 


PETITION    OF    MARGARET    M.    MARTIN. 

Petition  of  Margaret  M.  Martin  to  be  paid  an 
annuity  on  account  of  the  death  of  her  husband, 
John  Joseph  Martin,  late  member  of  the  Fire 
Department,  who  died  on  June  9,  1946,  on  account 
of  injuries  received  in  the  performance  of  his  duty. 

Referred  to  Executive  Committee. 


PETITION  OF  MATILDA  E.  CHAMBERLAIN. 

Petition  of  Matilda  E.  Chamberlain  to  be  paid 
an  annuity  on  account  of  the  death  of  her  husband, 
Edward  G.  Chamberlain,  a  member  of  the  Fire 
Department,  who  died  on  March  14,  1946,  as  a 
result  of  injuries  received  in  performance  of  his 
duty. 

Referred  to  the  Executive  Committee. 


SELECTIVE      SERVICE      AT      MUNICIPAL 
BUILDING. 

The  following  was  received: 

City  of  Boston, 
Office  of  the  Mayor,  July  22,  1946. 
To  the  City  Council. 

Gentlemen, — I  submit  herewith  an  order 
authorizing  the  Superintendent  of  Public  Buildings 
to  permit  the  Selective  Service  to  occupy  a  portion 
of  the  Municipal  Building  at  Columbia  road, 
Dorchester. 

The  portion  of  the  building  to  be  used  by  the 
Selective  Service  is  the  auditorium,  and  such  use 
will  not  interfere  with  the  ordinary  activities  which 
take  place  in  this  building. 

It  is  my  understanding  that  the  space  in  question 
is  to  be  used  by  the  Selective  Service  as  a  central 
location,  combining  the  activities  of  several  local 
boards.  .  . 

I  see  no  particular  objection  to  the  granting  of 
the  authorization,  and  I  believe  the  service  charge 
of  $2,000  per  year,  as  proposed  by  the  Superin- 
tendent of  Public  Buildings,  is  a  fair  one  under  the 
circumstances.  I,  therefore,  respectfully  request 
adoption  of  the  accompanying  order  by  your 
Honorable  Body. 

Respectfully, 
James  M.  Curley,  Mayor. 

Ordered,  That  the  Superintendent  of  Public 
Buildings  be  authorized  to  permit  the  Selective 
Service  (United  States  Government)  to  occupy  a 
portion  of  the  Municipal  Building,  Columbia  road, 
at  Bird  street,  on  a  month-to-month,  tenant-at-will 
basis,  at  a  service  charge  rate  equivalent  to  $2,000 
per  year;  such  occupancy  to  terminate  upon 
thirty  days'  notice  given  by  the  Superintendent  of 
Public  Buildings. 

Referred  to  the  Executive  Committee. 


1946   TAX  RATE. 
The  following  was  received: 

City  of  Boston, 
Finance  Commission,  July  19,  1946. 
To  the  Honorable  the  Mayor  and  City  Council. 

The  Finance  Commission  submits  herewith  for 
the   official   record   the    computations   of   the  tax 
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rate  of  1946  as  disclosed  by  examination  of  the 
various  papers  pertaining  thereto  in  the  city 
departments.  This  portrayal  of  the  official 
record,  with  brief  comment  by  the  Commission,  is 
offered  in  order  that  taxpayers  who  are  interested 
may  have  the  opportunity  to  examine  the  de- 
velopment of  the  adopted  rate. 

Generally,  the  1940  tax  rates  in  municipalities 
are  higher  than  in  1945.  This  is  due,  in  large 
part,  to  the  fact  that  much  of  the  normal  current 
expense  in  most  municipalities  had  been  deferred 
during  the  war  years  and  now  there  is,  as  a  result, 
a  greater  than  normal  need  to  be  satisfied.  Higher 
wages  of  public  employees  and  higher  costs  of 
equipment  and  materials  also  played  a  large  part 
in  the  making  of  the  higher  rates. 

Boston  is  no  exception  in  these  respects.  More 
work,  more  equipment,  more  employees,  higher 
wages  and  costs  had  to  be  provided  for.  Added 
to  this  general  condition,  this  year  saw  a  new  ad- 
ministration come  into  office  with  the  usual  num- 
ber of  political  supporters  to  be  added  to  the 
city  pay  roll,  or  provided  with  higher  paid  positions. 

Naturally,  therefore,  there  were  many  ominous 
forecasts  of  a  higher  tax  rate  in  1946.  Spokesmen 
of  the  new  administration  threatened  it  when 
seeking  legislative  authority  to  borrow  money 
for  current  needs.  Every  civic  protest  against 
a  new  trend  or  a  continuation  of  old  trends  con- 
tained prophesy  of  another  peak  in  tax  rate 
figures.  Increase  of  the  1945  rate  of  $42.50  to 
even  as  high  as  $50  was  freely  predicted.    At  one 


time  it  was  even  officially  stated  that  a  $55  rate 
could  not  be  avoided  unless  the  city  was  allowed 
to  meet  many  maintenance  needs  by  a  loan. 

Yet,  to  those  who  realize  that  the  determina- 
tion of  the  tax  rate  in  Roston  is  dependent  not  on 
figures  themselves  but  on  how  they  are  used,  it 
was  not  surprising  that  a  rate  of  $42  per  $1,000  of 
property  valuation,  50  cents  less  than  in  1945, 
was  finally  and  officially  promulgated.  To  ap- 
preciate the  feat,  it  must  be  realized  that  there 
was  no  new  authority  provided  to  obtain  money 
from  new  sources.  Moreover,  decisions  in  great 
number  still  continued  to  come  from  the  State 
Appellate  Tax  Board,  in  effect  determining  that 
many  valuations  were  already  too  high.  State 
grants  were  less  than  in  previous  years  and,  further- 
more, departmental  appropriations  in  1946  were 
on  a  more  lavish  scale  than  ever  before.  How,  there- 
fore, the  $42  rate  was  reached,  it  is  the  intention 
of  the  Finance  Commission  to  record  in  this  report. 

The  Appropriations  Voted. 

In  view  of  this  lower  rate  it  is  interesting  to 
note  that  the  total  of  $84,761,892.78  appropriated 
for  city  and  schools,  for  county,  and  for  state  war- 
rants was  $3,916,596.31  greater  than  the  1945 
total.  In  terms  of  the  1945  tax  rate  this  increase 
would  have  meant  a  $2.65  higher  rate  in  1946. 

In  the  table  which  follows  containing  a  compar- 
ison of  the  principal  items  of  the  appropriations 
in  1945  and  1946  it  can  be  seen  how  this  increased 
spending  right  was  distributed. 


Detail  of  General  Appropriations. 


1946. 


Schools 

School  Buildings,  Alterations  and  Repairs,  etc 

Debt  Requirements,  Schools 

Statutory  Payment  on  Loans 

Interest  on  City  Debt 

Serial  Debt 

Sinking  Funds 

Fire  Department 

Health  Department 

Hospital  Department 

Institutions  Department 

Park  Department 

Police  Department . , 

Public  Library 

Public  Welfare 

Public  Works 

Soldiers'  Relief 

Sumner  Tunnel  Deficit 

Governor  Square  Rental  Deficit 

General  Purposes  (City) 

Huntington  Avenue  Deficit 

Overlay  Deficits,  1938-1943 

Emergency  Allowance  (Compensation) 

Pension  Accumulation  Fund 

Total  City  and  Schools .' 


$16,514,838  25 

1,098,840  00 

444,091  25 

438,000  00 

1,327,580  00 

6,487,395  77 

8,088  00 

4,795,131  49 

931,566  59 

4,604,905  00 

1,558,354  97 

2,228,225  97 

6,546,382  98 

1,311,008  75 

*  8,666,579  12 

7,315,738  23 

560,027  53 

218,179  12 

114,576  53 

3,436,626  65 

106,109  08 

1,954,441  32 

1,250,000  00 

2,660,831  00 


$16,461,061  87 

1,114,730  00 

404,703  75 

596,000  00 

1,104,488  93 

5,692,306  27 

8,207  00 

5,711,796  20 

1,007,725  23 

5,539,985  .00 

1,784,462  40 

1,839,711  80 

7,100,739  00 

1,383,301  00 

10,560,249  71 

8,186,677  83 

477,461  62 

114,586  03 
4,213,142  14 

111,813  38 
1,142,504  77 
1,300,000  00 
2,702,487  00 


*  $74,577,517  60 


$78,558,140  93 


*  $700,000  Loan  (1945/73-10/23/45)  added  for  comparison. 
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A  significant  feature  of  the  above  table  is  the 
revelation  that  appropriation  for  general  educa- 
tional purposes  by  the  School  Committee  is 
$53,777  less  in  1946  than  in  1945.  This  is  impor- 
tant because  the  public  has  been  regaled  with 
frequent  statements  from  the  school  authorities 
that  they  had  reduced  expenses  $605,000.  The 
explanation  is  that  the  School  Committee,  by  a 
complicated  method  of  figuring  its  power  to 
spend,  arrived  at  a  figure  which  is  $605,000  more 
than  the  voted  budget  totaled.  Nevertheless, 
the  fact  remains  that  the  amount  voted  for  general 
educational  expense  which  does  not  include 
appropriation  for  land  and  new  buildings  and  for 
alterations  and  repairs  on  existing  buildings  in 
1946  is  only  $53,777  less  than  that  voted  in  1945. 

Another  striking  element  in  this  picture  is  that 
for  interest  on  city  debt  and  for  serial  debt  pay- 
ments, the  present  administration  in  1946  is 
required  to  raise  $1,017,089  less  than  was  neces- 
sary in  1945.  This  fortunate  circumstance  means 
a  difference  of  about  70  cents  in  the  tax  rate. 
This  reduction  is  due  to  the  conservative  debt 
policy  followed  in  the  years  1938  to  1945,  the 
Tobin  administration,  when  the  city  net  debt 
was  reduced  $30,000,000.  It  is  unfortunate  that 
henceforth  the  trend  will  be  upward  because  of 
the  large  amount  borrowed  in  1946,  which  will  be 
shown  later  in  this  report. 


Other  striking  features  are  the  disclosure  that 
the  Public  Welfare  appropriation  is  once  more 
decidedly  on  the  upward  trend,  approximately 
$1,900,000  more  in  1946  than  in  1945;  a  $400,000 
decrease  in  the  Park  Department  appropriation 
is  not  really  a  decrease  at  all  because  the  1945 
total  includes  an  abnormal  appropriation  of 
$1,000,000  for  recreational  purposes;  the  Fire 
Department  appropriation,  with  the  48-hour 
week  yet  to  come  and  to  be  provided  for,  and 
suitable  and  adequate  fire  prevention  work  not 
provided  for,  is  already  $1,000,000  greater  in 
1946  than  in  1945;  the  Police  Department,  also 
with  much  new  expense  likely  to  come  later,  is 
already  approximately  $600,000  more  than  last 
year;  the  Health  and  Hospital  Departments, 
between  them,  take  up  over  $1,000,000  more; 
refuse  collection  cost  to  the  Public  Works  De- 
partment increased  over  $200,000. 

The  appropriations,  therefore,  pointed  to  a  much 
higher  rate  in  1946  than  in  1945. 

Summary  of  General  Appropriations. 
The  summary  sheet  of  general  appropriations 
shows  that  it  is  distinctly  to  city  appropriations 
that  the  great  increase  is  due.  The  state  warrants 
total  $336,500  less  than  in  1945.  County  appro- 
priation is  $272,467.85  more,  but  city  appropria- 
tions totaled  $3,980,623.33  more.  The  exact 
figures  used  are  the  following: 


Summaby  or  General  Appropriations. 


1945. 


1946. 


*$74,577,517  60 
3,987,045  14 

$78,558,140  93 

4,259,512  99 

*$78,564,562  74 
2,280,733  73 

$82,817,653  92 

1,944,238  86 

Total .  .                          

*$80,845,296  47 

$84,761,892  78 

$1,479,172,000  00 

$1,536,385,600  00 

Total  Polls 

255,781 

255,793 

*  $700,000  Loan  (1945/73-10/23/45)  added  for  comparison. 


Waerants  and  Appropriations. 

1945. 

1946. 

*$43,642,547  28 

3,812,831  39 

16,514,838  25 

1,098,840  00 

444,091  25 

7,823,063  77 

174,213  75 

2,660,831  00 

1,428,884  00 

851,849  73 

114,576  53 

106,109  08 

218,179  12 

$49,701,251  93 

4,089,329  24 

16,461,061  87 

School  Buildings,  Alterations,  Repairs, 

1,114,730  00 

404,703  75 

6,805,002  20 

170,183  75 

2,702,487  00 

1,036,950  00 

907,288  86 

114,586  03 

111,813  38 

Overlay  Deficits: 

1938 

1939 

1940 

1941 

1942 

1943 

1945. 

$16,122  34 
120,880  88 
330,985  10 
430,143  71 
458,076  60 
598,232  69 

1946. 

$3,198  79 

25,847  77 

62,512  22 

213,536  04 

402,321  50 

435,088  45 

$1,954,441 

32 

$1,142,504  77 

$80,845,296 

47 

$84,761,892  78 

*  Including  $700,000  Loan  (1945/73-10/23/45)  for  comparison. 
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Warrants. 
The  most,  significant  revelation  of  the  warrants 
and  appropriations  table  is  the  size  of  the  increase 
in  citv  maintenance  requirements.  In  1946  it,  is 
$6,068,704.65  greater  than  in  1945.  Yet,  as 
already  stated,  the  total  does  not,  reflect  the  cost 
of  many  present  and  imminent  new  forms  of 
expenditure. 

In  the  item  for  overlay  deficits  the  advantage 
is  a  dubious  one.  The  figure  used  as  the  amount 
of  the  deficit  to  be  provided  for  in  the  1946  tax 
computations  is  $811,936.55  less  than  the  corre- 
sponding item  in  the  1945  tax  computations. 
This  meant  a  saving  in  the  rate  on  this  one  account 
of  approximately  55  cents.  Actually,  however, 
the  situation  is  not  so  hopeful.  The  figure  used 
in  this  item  is  the  total  of  abatements  paid  in  the 
previous  calendar  year.  The  number  of  cases 
decided  in  the  past  year  was  less  in  proportion 
to  recent  normals,  not  because  there  were  less 
applications  for  abatements,  but  because  a  com- 
bination of  circumstances  prevented  the  same 
volume  of  decisions  in  Boston  cases.  Between 
January  1,  1946,  and  June  30,  1946,  a  total  of 
$831,426.37  more  accumulated.  (The  latter  figure 
obtained  from  accounts  of  the  City  Auditor.) 
This  latter  amount  is  the  figure  not  included  in 
the  total  provided  for  in  the  1946  rate. 

The  warrants  showing  the  actual  purposes 
within  the  classifications  of  city,  county  and  state 
appropriations  appear  on  the  preceding  page. 


Credits  and  Deductions. 

As  against  the  requirements  of  appropriations, 
as  shown  in  the  foregoing  pages,  the  assessors 
used  certain  credits  and  deductions  which  are 
recommended  to  them  or  certified  by  other  official 
agencies. 

The  significant  item  in  the  list  is  the  item  of 
"Loans."  This  refers  to  the  authority  to  borrow 
on  account  of  municipal  relief  authorized  most 
recently  by  chapter  73,  Acts  of  1945.  The  amount 
borrowed,  $2,900,000,  in  comparison  with  $700,000 
borrowed  in  1945  saved  the  tax  rate  almost  $2. 
Later  in  this  report  there  will  appear  further 
comment  on  this  situation. 

The  figure  used  for  "Estimated  Receipts" 
(other  than  taxes  or  special  revenues),  the  largest 
item  in  the  list,  $9,130,000,  is  barely  within  the 
legal  limit  allowable  this  year.  This  limit,  the 
total  amount  received  in  the  previous  year,  was 
$9,181,929.  Actually,  the  figure  used  as  an 
offset  against  requirements  this  year  is  $642,244 
greater  than  the  figure  used  in  the  1945  rate 
computation. 

The  Sumner  Tunnel  is  now  operating  without 
a  deficit.  Therefore,  there  is  no  state  grant  in 
the  credits  and  deductions  for  Sumner  Tunnel 
deficit  such  as  there  has  been  for  several  years 
past. 

The  fluctuations  in  the  other  items  of  the  list 
are  in  largest  part  the  result  of  estimates  made  by 
agencies  other  than  the  Assessing  Department. 

The  two-year  comparison  of  the  figures  in  this 
category  are  as  follows: 


Credits  and  Deductions. 


1946. 


Estimated  Receipts  (Auditor) 

Educational  Income  (Schools) 

Income  Tax  (State) 

Corporation  Tax  (State) 

State-Owned  Lands  (State) 

Motor  Excise  (City  Auditor) 

Old  Age  (Meals)  (State) 

Gasoline  Tax 

Sumner  Tunnel  (Resolve)  (State) 

Boston  Elevated  Railway  Deficiency  Credit  (State) 

Kenmore  Square  Deficiency  Credit  (State)   (chapter  73,  Acts  of 
1945) 

Loans 

Excises  Interest  Refunded  on  Tax  Title  Loans  (State) 

Poll  Tax 

Totals 


$8,487,751  25 

1,797,803  22 

3,708,452  70 

2,679,222  56 

52,680  88 

375,000  00 

148,650  91 

1,232,308  74 

100,000  00 


700,000  00 

18,068  09 

511,562  00 


$19,811,500  35 


$9,130,000  00 

2,048,098  61 

3,660,760  56 

2,654,579  70 

87,579  95 

325,000  00 

248,138  41 

843,402  94 


2,900,000  00 

6,663  99 

511,586  00 


$22,415,810  16 


Tax  Rate  Summary. 
The  actual  levy  (the  amount  to  be  raised  by 
taxation  in  real  and  personal  property  plus  the 
$2  per  head  poll  tax)  is  $1,663,409.20  greater  in 
1946  than  in  1945.  The  1946  levy  has  been 
exceeded  only  once  in  the  history  of  the  city 
(1932).  On  the  basis  of  1945  valuations  this 
would  mean  approximately  $1.10  more  in  the 
tax  rate.  The  administration's  decision  to  make 
full  use  of  its  right  to  borrow  for  welfare  pur- 
poses under  chapter  73,  Acts  of  1945,  as  previ- 
ously stated,  served  to  keep  an  additional  $2  out 
of  the  rate. 

The  overlay,  which  is  intended  to  provide  a 
fund  out  of  which  abatements  granted  later  may 
be  paid  was  increased  from  the  three  per  cent 
figure  used  in  recent  years  to  3J  per  cent.  This 
increase  is  of  great  significance.  Abatements 
usually    result    from    excessive    valuation.     For 


many  years  the  opinion  has  been  held  by  many 
informed  people  that  assessed  valuations  in  Bos- 
ton have  been  too  high.  Sales  prices  compiled 
by  the  Real  Estate  Exchange  confirm  this.  The 
Appellate  Tax  Board  (State  Board  of  Appeals) 
has  also  subscribed  to  it  through  its  volumes  of 
decisions  ordering  abatements.  In  addition  each 
year  the  assessors  themselves  grant  a  great  volume 
of  abatements.  This  combination  of  decisions  has 
resulted  in  a  deficit  year  after  year  in  the  overlay 
account,  against  which  taxes  resulting  from  exces- 
sive valuations  are  charged  off.  The  total  of 
abatements  of  taxes  levied  in  some  years  has 
reached  well  above  5  per  cent,  yet  the  amount 
provided  was,  until  this  year,  3  per  cent  or  less. 
The  increase  in  the  account  this  year  to  3  J  per 
cent  may  have  even  more  significance  later  when 
the  1946  assessed  valuations  are  tested  by  appeal 
procedure. 

The  tax  rate  summary  follows: 
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Tax  Rate  Summary. 


1945. 


1946. 


$80,845,296  47 
19,811,500  35 

$84,761,892  78 

22,415,810  16 

$61,033,796  12 

1,831,013  88 

511,562  00 

$62,346,082  62 

Overlay  3  per  cent  (3$  per  cent  in  1946) 

2,182,112  58 

Poll  Tax 

511,586  00 

Amount  to  be  raised  by  Taxation  on  Real  and  Personal 

$63,376,372  00 

$65,039,781  20 

$1,479,172,000  00 

$1,536,385,600  00 

$42  50 

$42  00 

Valuations. 

From  the  foregoing  figures  of  the  requirements 
for  funds,  it  has  plainly  appeared  that  without 
certain  fortuitous  circumstances  the  tax  payers 
were  likely  to  have  been  asked  to  yield  an  all-time 
high  total  in  taxes  in  order  that  the  city  might 
meet  its  obligations.  The  right  to  defer  part  of 
them  to  later  years  was  denied  when  the  Legis- 
lature refused  to  adopt  the  bill  to  permit  borrow- 
ing $10,000,000  for  current  expenses.  Thereafter, 
the  city  was  forced  to  rely  on  the  same  authoriza- 
tions allowed  in  previous  years.  These  consisted, 
first  of  all,  of  the  assessment  of  property,  real 
and  personal;  secondly,  borrowing  a  portion  of 
the  current  welfare  expense  and  thus  postponing 
taxation  for  it  for  five  years;  thirdly,  borrowing 
within  the  debt  limit  by  special  loan  order  for  an 
accumulation  of  deferred  equipment  purposes. 
Additionally,  the  city  had  the  right  to  use  an 
estimate  of  city  revenues  other  than  taxes  and 
estimates  of  yields  from  the  state  which  have  been 
shown  in  the  section  of  this  report  headed  "Credits 
and  Deductions." 

However,  it  was  on  the  determination  of  the 
valuation  and  on  the  potential  use  of  loans  that 
the  actual  tax  rate  depended. 

The  assessed  valuations  naturally  played  the 
largest  part  in  the  result.  The  fact  that  the  total 
of  valuations,  real  and  personal,  is  $57,213,600 
greater  in  1946  than  in  1945  has  been  considerably 
publicized. 

Real  property  figures  are  even  higher  than  in 
1945  since    the   actual  increase  in  real   property 


valuation,  $57,306,800,  was  offset  by  a  reduction 
of  $93,200  in  personal  property  valuation.  The 
major  increases  in  real  property  valuation  were  in 
the  central  business  area,  Ward  3 ;  in  the  adjoining 
area  to  the  west  of  the  central  business  area, 
principally  the  Back  Bay,  Ward  5;  in  South 
Boston,  Ward  6;  in  Roxbury,  Ward  10,  and  in 
the  Bright  on-Allston  section,  Wards  21  and  22. 
Most  of  the  increase  was  on  property  used  for 
business  purposes,  including  stores,  newspaper 
plants,  hotels,  office  buildings,  and  large  industrial 
establishments. 

The  total  real  property  valuation  in  1946, 
$1,389,175,200,  is  $438,285,000  less  than  the 
highest  real  property  valuation  ever  recorded  in 
Boston,  $1,827,460,000,  in  1930. 

These  figures  do  not  include  the  personal  prop- 
erty valuation  in  which  there  was  a  reduction 
since  1945,  as  previously  stated,  of  $93,200. 
Nevertheless,  with  the  exception  of  the  1945  total, 
there  has  not  been  so  high  a  valuation  fixed  on 
personal  property  in  Boston  since  1928. 

In  summation,  therefore,  the  total  1946  valua- 
tion in  real  and  personal  property  which  is  all  the 
assessable  property,  $1,536,385,600,  is  $435,762,600 
less  than  the  highest  total  ever  fixed,  $1,972,148,200, 
in  1930.  The  increase  over  the  1945  figures  meant 
a  saving  in  the  rate  of  approximately  $1.62. 

The  official  figures  used  in  arriving  at  assessable 
valuation  in  both  real  and  personal  property  by 
wards  follow: 


Gain  and  Loss  Comparison  in  1946  on  Real  Estate. 


Ward. 

Real  Estate, 
1945. 

Real  Estate, 
1946. 

Gain. 

$46,297,800 
39,940,000 

413,211,500 
83,155,100 

151,036,500 
73,030,100 
24,441,500 
23,081,800 
24,905,300 
18,314,100 
24,614,000 
29,101,800 
22,108,100 
41,516,100 
19,750,000 
32,299,000 
31,831,700 
44,708,600 
31,581,400 
47,280,700 
69,038,800 
40,624,500 

$47,247,400 
39,974,200 

444,410,100 
84,077,300 

160,796,900 
75,427,600 
25,014,900 
23,855,800 
25,359,600 
20,315,200 
25,093,100 
29,294,800 
22,335,000 
42,214,200 
20,152,900 
32,997,600 
32,464,400 
45,155,700 
31,891,100 
47,811,500 
71,582,700 
41,703,200 

$949,600 

34,200 

31,198,600 

922,200 

9,760,400 

2,397,500 

573,400 

774,000 

454,300 

2,001,100 

479,100 

193,000 

226,900 

698,100 

402,900 

698,600 

632,700 

447,100 

309,700 

530,800 

2,543,900 

1,078,700 

$1,331,868,400 

$1,389,175,200 

*  $57,306,800 

*  Net  gain. 
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Gain  and  Loss  Comparison  in  1940  on  Personal  Estate. 


Ward. 

Personal  Estate, 
1945. 

Personal  Estate, 
1946. 

Gain  or  Loss. 

1 

$1,088,200 
674,400 

83,869,800 
2,048,600 

43,275,700 
8,292,500 
575,500 
857,200 
738,600 
269,200 
295,700 
261,300 
184,500 
481,000 
164,800 
433,900 
259,800 
1,172,100 
520,100 
462,900 
881,400 
496,400 

$944,500 
737,400 

84,608,500 
1,048,300 

42,921,700 
7,893,000 
528,400 
907,400 
795,000 
340,100 
435,800 
315,200 
179,000 
615,200 
176,800 
575,800 
318,000 
1,220,700 
565,600 
542,600 
896,600 
644,800 

Loss    $143,700 

2 

Gain       63,000 

3 

Gain     738,700 

4 

Loss  1,000,300 

5 

Loss      354,000 

6 

Loss      399,500 

7  

Loss        47,100 

8 

Gain       50,200 

9 

Gain       56,400 

10 

Gain       70,900 

11 

Gain     140,100 

12 

Gain       53,900 

13 

Loss          5,500 

14 

Gain     134,200 

IS 

Gain       12,000 

16     

Gain     141,900 

17     

Gain        58,200 
Gain       48,000 

18     . 

19 

Gain       45,500 

20    

Gain       79,700 
Gain       15,200 

21 

22 

Gain     148,400 

Totals 

$147,303,600 

$147,210,400 

Net  Loss      $93,200 

Gain  and  Loss  in  1946  on  Real  and  Personal  Estate. 


Ward. 


1945. 


1946. 


Gain  or  Loss. 


, 

$47,386,000 
40,614,400 

497,081,300 
85,203,700 

194,312,200 
81,322,600 
25,017,000 
23,939,000 
25,643,900 
18,583,300 
24,909,700 
29,363,100 
22,292,600 
41,997,100 
19,914,800 
32,732,900 
32,091,500 
45,880,700 
32,101,500 
47,743,600 
69,920,200 
41,120,900 

$48,191,900 
40,711,600 

529,018,600 
85,125,600 

203,718,600 
83,320,600 
25,543,300 
24,763,200 
26,154,600 
20,655,300 
25,528,900 
29,610,000 
22,514,000 
42,829,400 
20,329,700 
33,573,400 
32,782,400 
46,376,400 
32,456,700 
48,354,100 
72,479,300 
42,348,000 

Gain 
Gain 
Gain 
Loss 
Gain 
Gain 
Gain 
Gain 
Gain 
Gain 
Gain 
Gain 
Gain 
Gain 
Gain 
Gain 
Gain 
Gain 
Gain 
Gain 
Gain 
Gain 

$805,900 
97  200 

2 

3 

31,937,300 

4 

78  100 

5 

9,406,400 

6 

1,998,000 

7...              

526  300 

8...                                     

824  200 

9...                  

510  700 

10 

2,072,000 

11...              

619,200 

12 

246,900 

13 

221,400 

14 

832,300 

15 

414,900 

16 

840,500 

17 

690,900 

18 

495,700 

19 .-... 

355,200 

20 

610,500 

21 

2,559,100 

22 

1,227,100 

Totals 

$1,479,172,000 
1945 

$1,536,385,600 

1,479,172,000 

$57,213,600 

Net  Gain 

$57,213,600 
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Polls. 

The  assessors  found  an  increase  of  only  12  in 
the  number  of  polls  in  1946.  Polls  are  the  assess- 
able male  persons  of  20  years  and  over.  It  is  in- 
teresting that  since  1940  the  number  of  polls  has 
been  fairly  near  the  present  year's  total. 

The  practice  of  the  assessors,  determined  by 
statute,  is  to  estimate  a  100  per  cent  collection  of 
poll  taxes  in  determining  the  levy;  yet,  long  ex- 
perience has  shown  that  the  city  can  seldom  collect, 


as  a  matter  of  performance,  as  much  as  one  half 
of  it.  The  Finance  Commission  has  previously 
claimed  that  because  of  this  well-known  situation, 
other  estimates  should  be  shaded  to  make  up  for 
the  annual  deficit  in  this  account.  The  full  total 
assessed  to  polls,  $511,586,  is  applied  to  reduce 
the  levy  on  property  by  that  amount.  It  tended 
to  reduce  the  tax  rate  about  33  cents  in  1946. 

The  polls  by   wards  in   comparison   with   1945 
figures  follow: 


Gain  and  Loss  in  1946  on  Polls. 


Ward. 


1945. 


1946. 


2 

3 

4 

S 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

Totals 


17,848 

8,081 
19,366 
12,620 
11,383 

8,320 
10,792 

8,753 
10,235 

8,680 

9,222 
12,520 

9,155 
17,769 

8,761 
11,017 
10,874 
14,582 

9,754 
12,168 
13,253 
10,628 


255,781 

1945 

Net  Gain 


17,438 

8,034 
18,833 
12,843 
11,504 

8,230 
10,913 

8,573 
10,474 

8,731 

9,446 
12,491 

9,194 
17,583 

8,725 
10,999 
10,766 
14,693 

9,718 
12,453 
13,411 
10,741 


255,793 
.255,781 


.12 


Gain  or  Loss. 


Loss  410 
Loss  47 
Loss  533 
Gain  223 
Gain  121 
Loss  90 
Gain  121 
Loss  180 
Gain  239 
Gain  51 
Gain  224 
Loss  29 
Gain  39 
Loss  186 
Loss  36 
Loss  18 
Loss  108 
Gain  111 
Loss  36 
Gain  285 
Gain  158 
Gain  113 


Net  Gain    12 


The  Use  of  Borrowing  to  Depress  the  Tax  Rate. 

Bills  filed  in  the  Legislature  to  permit,  by  new 
and  special  act,  borrowing  a  part  of  this  year's 
requirements  instead  of  assessing  them  all  on  the 
taxpayers  of  this  year  were  rejected  by  the  Legis- 
lature as  a  result  of  vigorous  opposition  registered 
by  many  agencies.  It  was  shown  that,  though 
borrowing  to  meet  a  part  of  this  year's  need  would 
lower  the  rate  in  this  year,  it  would  unquestionably 
increase  costs  in  subsequent  years  and,  therefore, 
increase  the  rates  in  subsequent  years. 

Nevertheless,  the  administration  took  advantage 
of  statutes  already  in  effect  to  borrow  and  has 
borrowed  heavily. 

Welfare  Loan. 

First  of  all,  the  city,  as  already  mentioned,  bor- 
rowed to  the  last  dollar  allowable  under  the  act 
which  permits  borrowing  for  municipal  relief. 
The  requirements  for  "Public  Welfare"  have  been 
shown  to  be  approximately  $1,900,000  more  in 
1946  than  in  1945.  The  city  has  borrowed  for 
municipal  relief  $2,900,000.  In  contrast,  the 
policy  has  been  followed  in  recent  years  gradually 
to  reduce  this  account.  In  1944,  the  amount  bor- 
rowed was  $550,000,  and  in  1945  it  was  $700,000. 


At  the  time  of  tax  rate  determination  in  1945  bor- 
rowing on  this  account  was  not  included  in  the 
computations.  It  was  not  until  October  when  a 
cash  deficit  seemed  imminent  that  the  City  Council 
voted  the  loan.  Insofar  as  the  tax  rate  is  con- 
cerned, the  whole  of  the  1946  borrowing,  $2,900,000, 
is  an  increase  over  last  year. 

Borrowing  for  Miscellaneous  Purposes. 
For  many  years  past,  because  meeting  the  grow- 
ing pay  roll  was  taking  up  so  much  of  the  amount 
which  administrators  considered  it  prudent  to 
raise  by  taxation,  there  has  not  been  enough  left 
over  to  keep  the  city  plant  in  fair  condition.  For 
instance,  the  Finance  Commission  has  shown,  and 
the  present  administration  has  agreed,  that  fire 
equipment  has  been  almost  neglected,  much  of 
that  now  in  service  having  long  ago  outlived  its 
usefulness.  The  Commission  has  shown  also  and 
the  present  administration  has  agreed,  that  the 
Public  Works  equipment,  trucks,  sweepers,  etc., 
have  been  similarly  neglected.  In  fact,  there  has 
not  been  enough  provided  in  the  annual  budget  to 
keep  up-to-date  almost  any  kind  of  equipment 
used  by  the  city. 
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CITY     COUNCIL. 


For  many  years  the  city  paid  for  most  of  its 
street  renovation  out  of  appropriations  in  the 
annua]  budget,  which  means  direct  taxation.  This 
praotioe  has  definitely  stopped  and  most  street 
construction  work  now  is  provided  for  out  of 
borrowed  money.  But  the  city  is  far  behind  its 
need  in  street  work.  For  many  years  the  Fire 
Department  bought  replacement  equipment  out 
of  ihe  annual  budget  appropriation. 

There  is  some  merit  in  the  explanation  that,  war 
priorities  interfered  with  normal  replacement  of 
equipment  and  with  normal  performance  in  street 
construction;  but  the  fact  is  that  the  tax  rate 
would  not  stand  this  expense.  It  was  noticeable 
that  when  loans  were  provided  for  street  construc- 
tion, there  was  no  difficulty  in  obtaining  construc- 
tion. Also  the  city  has  obtained  delivery  of  a 
normal  year's  purchase  of  fire  equipment  since 
the  money  has  been  provided  by  loan. 

The    accumulation    through    the    years    of    the 

deficits  in  purchase  and  performance  has  now  been 

used    to    justify    substantial    borrowing.     Hence, 

loan  orders  have  been  adopted  this  year  as  follows: 

City  of  Boston  Municipal  Relief 

Loan $2,900,000 

Public  Ways,  Construction  of . . . .        1,500,000 

Departmental  Equipment 1,500,000 

Sewerage  Works 1,000,000 

In  addition,  the  budget  contained  the  down  pay- 
ment (10  cents  on  each  $1,000  of  average  valua- 
tion) which  is  required  by  statute  for  a  public 
buildings  or  public  works  loan  to  come  later. 

The  sewer  loan  is  an  annual  appropriation  which 
dates  back  many  years.  The  street  loan  originally 
was  for  new  streets,  but  in  recent  years  its  cog- 
nomen and  purpose  have  been  changed  to  ineluue 
renewal  of  pavements  as  well. 

In  the  public  discussion  of  the  equipment  loan, 
it  was  said  to  be  for  such  needs  as  a  new  truck  and 
sweeper  flotilla  for  the  Public  Works  Department, 
and  for  new  apparatus  of  various  kinds  in  the  Fire 
Department.  Little  else  was  mentioned.  How- 
ever, after  the  loan  was  authorized  by  the  City 
Council  (it  needed  no  special  legislative  authoriza- 
tion because  the  borrowing  is  within  the  statutory 
debt  limit)  it  was  allotted  among  the  departments 
to  be  used  to  provide  to  a  great  extent  equipment 
which  ordinarily  is  charged  to  regular  maintenance 
appropriations.  It  is  all  called  capital  investment 
merely  because  it  is  claimed  that  the  equipment 
intended  to  be  purchased  will  have  a  life  of  more 
than  the  year  of  the  appropriation.  As  an  illus- 
tration, it  is  now  intended  to  buy  typewriters  out 
of  this  loan.  Always  previously  the  purchase  of  a 
typewriter  has  been  a  maintenance  charge  out  of 
the  regular  budget  (tax  rate)  appropriation. 

In  a  circular  issued  to  department  heads  this 
fact,  i.  e.,  that  the  purchases  intended  are  ordinarily 
charged  against  the  regular  maintenance  appro- 
priation, is  plainly  indicated  in  the  opening  sen- 
tence which  reads: 

"In   the    preparation    of    the    1946    budget, 

department  requests  for  permanent  equipment 

were  disallowed,   my  purpose  being  to  provide 

the  same  through  loan  expenditures." 

The  underlying  purpose  of  the  allotment  of  the 
loan  is.  divided  into  the  following  classifications: 
Motor  Vehicle  Equipment $1,219,657  00 

(Divided  among  14  departments.) 
Machinery 10,430  00 

(Divided  among  4  departments.; 
Electrical  Equipment 44,450  00 

(Divided  among  5  departments.) 
Motorless  Vehicle  Equipment 10,300  00 

(Divided  among  2  departments.) 
Furniture   and   Furnishings   Equip- 
ment   1,300  00 

(Law  Department.) 
Office  Equipment 36,096  25 

(Divided  among  4  departments.) 
Marine  Equipment 9,500  00 

(Bridge  Service.) 
Medical,  Surgical  Laboratory  Equip- 
ment   39,200  00 

(Divided    among  3  departments.) 
Fire  Hose  Equipment 18,905  00 

(Fire  Department.) 

This  loan,  totaling  $1,500,000  for  equipment, 
saved  the  tax  rate  about  $1. 

Summary. 
Early  in  this  report  it  was  stated  that  a  combina- 
tion of  fortuitous  circumstances  not  only  permitted 
actual  reduction  of  the  tax  rate  in  the  amount  of 
50  cents,  but  of  more  importance,  prevented  the 


rise  of  the  rate  to  a  much  higher  elevation.     These 
circumstances  were,  briefly: 

1.  The  determination  of  real  property  valua- 
tions at  such  figures  as  to  increase  the  total  property 
valuation  by  $57,213,600.  It  meant  $1.62  in  the 
rate. 

2.  The  possibility  under  an  existing  statute  to 
borrow  $2,900,000  to  meet  welfare  expenses.  It 
meant  close  to  $2  in  the  tax  rate. 

3.  The  use  of  a  loan  of  $1,500,000  for  equip- 
ment saved  the  tax  budget  an  amount  which 
would  have  required  $1  in  the  tax  rate. 

4.  The  use  of  a  figure  to  represent  expected 
city  income  other  than  taxes  which  is  practically 
the  extreme  limit  possible.  It  is  approximately 
$650,000  greater  than  the  comparable  figure  used 
in  1945.     This  meant  about  45  cents  in  the  rate. 

5.  The  reduction  of  more  than  $1,000,000  in 
the  debt  requirements  to  which  the  present  ad- 
ministration fell  heir  meant  about  75  cents  in  the 
rate. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

Edward  F.  Mullen,  Chairman, 
Alexander  Wheeler, 
Leo  J.  Dunn, 
Frederick  Deane, 

The  Finance  Commission. 
Robert  E.  Cunniff, 

Secretary. 
Placed  on  file. 


NOTICE   OF   CONTRACTS. 

Notice  from  W.  H.  Ellis  &  Son,  member  of  the 
Boston  Board  of  Appeal,  of  contract  with  the  city 
for  repairs  to  the  wharf  of  the  Harbor  Police  at 
Commercial  street,  Boston. 

Notice  from  Merton  P.  Ellis  of  contract  with  the 
city  for  concrete  work  at  the  West  Roxbury  Branch 
of  the  Boston  Public  Library. 

Severally  placed  on  file. 


CHANGES  IN  McCLELLAN  HIGHWAY. 

Notice  was  received  from  the  Commonwealth 
of  Massachusetts,  Department  of  Public  Works, 
of  changes  in  the  location  of  the  William  F.  Mc- 
Clellan  Highway. 

Placed  on  file. 


PETITIONS  REFERRED. 

The  following  petitions  were  received  and  re- 
ferred to  the  committees  named,  viz.: 

Claims. 

Melvina  Baskis,  for  compensation  for  injuries 
caused  by  an  alleged  defect  in  Conway  street, 
Roslindale. 

Boston  Consolidated  Gas  Company,  for  compen- 
sation for  damage  to  lamp  post  by  city  car. 

Boston  Quartermaster  Depot,  for  refund  on 
ferry  tickets. 

Clara  E.  Chambers,  for  compensation  for  in- 
juries caused  by  an  alleged  defect  at  15A  Linden 
street,  Allston. 

Joseph  Correnti,  for  compensation  for  injuries 
caused  by  an  alleged  defect  in  Sylvia  street. 

William  J.  Daly,  to  be  reimbursed  for  execu- 
tion issued  against  him. 

Jacob  Epstein,  for  compensation  for  damage  to 
taxicab  by  city  truck. 

Edward  L.  Friel,  for  compensation  for  damage  to 
car  caused  by  an  alleged  defect  in  Dorchester 
street. 

John  R.  Johnson,  for  compensation  for  damage 
to  car  caused  by  an  alleged  defect  at  Main  and 
Henry  streets. 

James  M.  Kennedy,  for  compensation  for  in- 
juries caused  by  an  alleged  defect  in  Mattapan 
square. 

Elizabeth  K.  Limond,  for  compensation  for  in- 
juries caused  by  an  alleged  defect  in  North  street. 

Bessie  M.  MacPherson,  for  compensation  for 
damage  to  property  at  128  Camden  street,  Rox- 
bury, caused  by  water  being  turned  on  and  off. 

Rita  McTernan,  for  compensation  for  damage  to 
car  by  city  truck. 

Gertrude  N.  Mendel,  for  compensation  for  in- 
juries caused  by  an  alleged  defect  at  Mills  and  Dale 
streets. 

John  E.  Murdock,  for  compensation  for  loss  of 
false  teeth  in  City  Hall  Annex. 
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Norton  Realty  Corporation,  for  compensation 
for  damage  to  property  at  Old  South  Building, 
caused  by  broken  water  main. 

Theresa  Scarlett,  for  compensation  for  injuries 
caused  by  an  alleged  defect  at  64  Queensberry 
street. 

Joseph  H.  Schilleo,  to  be  reimbursed  for  execu- 
tion issued  against  him. 

Margaret  Seaward,  for  compensation  for  injuries 
caused  by  an  alleged  defect  in  Boylston  street. 

Joseph  E.  Teebagy,  for  compensation  for  damage 
to  car  by  city  truck. 

U-Dryvit  Auto  Rental  Company,  Inc.,  for  com- 
pensation for  damage  to  property  by  city  truck. 

Angela  Murnane,  for  compensation  for  damage 
to  property  at  50  CaroUna  avenue,  caused  by  ball 
thrown  from  Murphy  Playground. 


REPORT  OF  COMMITTEE  ON  CONSTABLES 
AND   CONFIRMATIONS. 

Coun.  BRYAN,  for  the  Committee  on  Con- 
stables and  Confirmations,  submitted  the  follow- 
ing: 

1.  Report  on  appointment  of  John  T.  Shana- 
han,  19  Marney  street,  Cambridge,  Mass.  (re- 
ferred July  1,  1946),  to  be  Measurer  of  Grain  for 
term  ending  April  30,  1947 — recommending  that 
appointment  be  confirmed. 

2.  Report  on  appointment  of  John  J.  Curley,  15 
Roxbury  court,  Roxbury,  Mass.  (referred  July  1, 
1946),  to  be  Constable  to  serve  without  bond  and 
without  authority  to  serve  civil  process  for  term 
ending  April  30, 1947 — recommending  that  appoint- 
ment be  confirmed. 

3.  Report  on  appointments  of  Richard  S. 
Noone,  Noone  Sand  &  Gravel  Company;  Paul 
Tedeschi,  Noone  Sand  &  Gravel  Company; 
Andrew  G.  Viglas,  Pilgrim  Fuels,  Inc.;  John  F. 
Fleming,  Boston  Grain  &  Flour  Exchange,  Inc.; 
Alphonso  S.  Marchant,  Walter  Baker  &.  Co.,  Inc.; 
William  P.  Ferriter,  10  Lyman  terrace,  Waltham; 
Charles  J.  Toye,  Alden  Storage  Company,  Inc.; 
Michael  Shoohigh,  52  Pine  street,  Chelsea,  Mass., 
to  be  Weighers  of  Goods  for  term  ending  April  30, 
1947 — recommending  that  appointments  be  con- 
firmed. 

The  reports  were  accepted,  and  the  question 
came  on  confirmation.  Committee,  Coun.  Lane 
and  Moriarty.  Whole  number  of  ballots  12;  yeas 
12,  and  the  appointments  were  confirmed. 


OVERLAY   DEFICIT. 

President  KELLY  called  up  assignment  No.  1 
on  the  calendar,  viz.: 

1.  Order  for  loan  of  $500,000  for  funding  of 
overlay  deficit. 

On  July  1,  1946,  the  said  order  was  read  once  and 
passed,  yeas  eighteen,  nays  none. 

The  question  came  on  the  second  reading. 

The  order  was  read  a  second  time  and  passed, 
yeas  17,  nays  0.  Absent  or  not  voting,  Coun. 
Chase,  Fish,  Linehan,  Madden,  Muchnick — 5. 


REPORT  OF  THE  COMMITTEE  ON  CLAIMS. 

Coun.  LINEHAN,  for  the  Committee  on  Claims, 
submitted  the  following: 

1.  The  Committee  on  Claims,  to  which  was 
referred  on  July  1,  1946,  the  petition  of  James  A. 
O'Leary  to  be  reimbursed  for  amount  of  execution 
issued  against  him  on  account  of  his  acts  as  operator 
of  motor  apparatus  belonging  to  the  Fire  Depart- 
ment, having  considered  the  same,  respectfully 
recommends  the  passage  of  the  accompanying 
order,  viz.: 

Ordered,  That  the  sum  of  one  thousand  dollars 
($1,000)  be  allowed  and  paid  to  James  A.  O'Leary 
in  reimbursement  for  amount  of  execution  issued 
against  him  on  account  of  his  acts  as  operator  of 
motor  apparatus  belonging  to  the  Fire  Department, 
said  sum  to  be  charged  to  the  Contingent  Fund. 

2.  The  Committee  on  Claims,  to  which  was 
referred  July  1,  1946,  the  petition  of  Arthur  E. 
Mayo  to  be  reimbursed  for  amount  of  execution 
issued  against  him  on  account  of  his  acts  as  operator 
of  a  motor  vehicle  belonging  to  the  Park  Depart- 
ment, having  considered  the  same,  respectfully 
recommends  the  passage  of  the  accompanying 
order,  viz.: 


Ordered,  That  the  sum  of  one  hundred  eighty- 
four  dollars  and  thirty  cents  ($184.30)  be  allowed 
and  paid  to  Arthur  E.  Mayo  in  reimbursement  for 
amount  of  execution  issued  against  him  on  account 
of  his  acts  as  operator  of  a  motor  vehicle  belonging 
to  the  Park  Department,  said  sum  to  be  charged 
to  the  Contingent  Fund. 

3.  The  Committee  on  Claims,  to  which  was 
referred  July  1,  1946,  the  petition  of  Joseph  F. 
Kilduff  to  be  reimbursed  for  amount  of  execution 
issued  against  him  on  account  of  his  acts  as  operator 
of  motor  apparatus  belonging  to  the  Fire  Depart- 
ment, having  considered  the  same,  respectfully 
recommends  the  passage  of  the  accompanying 
order,  viz.: 

Ordered,  That  the  sum  of  forty  dollars  ($40)  be 
allowed  and  paid  to  Joseph  F.  Kilduff  in  reimburse- 
ment for  amount  of  execution  issued  against  him 
on  account  of  his  acts  as  operator  of  motor  appara- 
tus belonging  to  the  Fire  Department,  said  sum  to 
be  charged  to  the  Contingent  Fund. 

4.  The  Committee  on  Claims,  to  which  was 
referred  February  19,  1945,  the  petition  of  Edward 
J.  Boyle  to  be  reimbursed  for  amount  of  execution 
issued  against  him  on  account  of  his  acts  as  a 
member  of  the  Boston  Police  Department,  having 
considered  the  same,  respectfully  recommends  the 
passage  of  the  accompanying  order,  viz.: 

Ordered,  That  the  sum  of  fifteen  hundred  dollars 
($1,500)  be  allowed  and  paid  to  Edward  J.  Boyle 
in  reimbursement  for  amount  of  execution  issued 
against  him  on  account  of  his  acts  as  a  member  of 
the  Boston  Police  Department,  said  sum  to  be 
charged  to  the  Contingent  Fund. 

5.  The  Committee  on  Claims,  to  which  was 
referred  July  1,  1946,  the  petition  of  Edward  W. 
Sharkey  to  be  reimbursed  for  amount  of  execution 
issued  against  him  on  account  of  his  acts  as  operator 

"  of  motor  apparatus  belonging  to  the  Fire  Depart- 
ment, having  considered  the  same,  respectfully 
recommends  the  passage  of  the  accompanying 
order,  viz.: 

Ordered,  That  the  sum  of  three  hundred  fifty 
dollars  ($350)  be  allowed  and  paid  to  Edward  W. 
Sharkey  in  reimbursement  for  amount  of  execution 
issued  against  him  on  account  of  his  acts  as  operator 
of  motor  apparatus  belonging  to  the  Fire  Depart- 
ment, said  sum  to  be  charged  to  the  Contingent 
Fund. 

The  reports  of  the  committee  were  accepted;  the 
several  orders  passed. 


ASH  BARRELS  FOR  TENANTS. 

Coun.  SULLIVAN  offered  the  following: 
Ordered,  That  the  Health  Commissioner  be 
requested,  through  his  Honor  the  Mayor,  to  confer 
with  the  Corporation  Counsel  for  the  purpose  of 
drafting  an  ordinance  which  will  compel  landlords 
owning  one  or  more  apartments  in  Boston  to 
furnish  ash  barrels  for  the  tenants  of  said  apart- 
ments. 

Passed  under  suspension  of  the  rule. 


CARETAKERS   FOR   PARK   AT   WHITTIER 
STREET    HEALTH    UNIT. 

Coun.  SULLIVAN  offered  the  following: 
Ordered,  That  the  Health  Commissioner  be 
requested,  through  his  Honor  the  Mayor,  to  make 
provisions  in  his  1947  budget  for  two  permanent 
caretakers  for  the  park  connected  with  the  Whittier 
Street  Health  Unit. 

Passed  under  suspension  of  the  rule. 


RAISE   IN  ASSESSMENTS. 

Coun.  HANNON  offered  the  following: 
Ordered,  That  his  Honor  the  Mayor  direct  the 
Board  of  Assessors  to  notify  any  owner  of  residential 
property    when    and    if    the    assessment    on    said 
property  is  to  be  raised  and  the  reason  therefor. 

Coun.  HANNON— Mr.  President,  briefly  the 
purpose  of  this  order  of  course  is  to  have  the  city 
play  fair  with  property  owners.  I  think  a  person 
is  entitled  to  feel  that  the  assessment  is  going  to 
stay  unless  some  major  improvement  is  made  in 
the  property.  Sometimes  because  a  person  paints 
his  houce  and  puts  a  new  roof  on  it,  it  is  called  to 
our  attention  that  the  assessment  is  raised  $100  or 
$1,000.     I  have  had  occasions  where  people  have 
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received  abatements  on  property.  No  change 
will  take  place  in  the  property  but  the  following 
year  the  abatement  will  be  forgotten  and  the 
assessment  will  be  raised  to  its  former  standing. 
I  think  in  justice  to  the  property  owners  if  any 
change  is  going  to  be  made  in  the  assessment,  the 
assessors  shotdd  notify  them  and  tell  them  the 
reason  for  it. 

Passed  under  suspension  of  the  rule. 


EXTINGUISHING   DUMP   FIRE. 

Conn.  HANNON  offered  the  following: 
Ordered,  That  his  Honor  the  Mayor  direct  the 
Fire  Commissioner,  the  Public  Works  Commis- 
sioner, and  the  Health  Commissioner  to  extinguish 
the  fire  now  existing  in  the  old  dump  on  Old 
Colony  avenue,  between  the  New  York,  New  Haven 
&  Hartford  Railroad  tracks  and  Old  Colony 
avenue,  and  to  take  necessary  precautions  that  this 
fire  and  accompanying  stench  shall  not  break  out 
again. 

Coun.  HANNON — Mr.  President,  the  people  of 
my  district  are  good  natured  and  long  suffering 
about  the  big  dump  in  Boston  which  is  located  in 
my  ward.  That  dump  is  kept  under  pretty  good 
control;  on  the  other  side  of  the  street  there  is 
another  dump  which  for  a  number  of  years  has 
been  inactive  and  inert.  Everyone  thought  it  was 
dead.  But  the  last  oouple  of  weeks  it  has  suddenly 
come  to  life ;  because  of  red  tape  and  the  conflicting 
powers  of  the  various  city  departments,  this  dump 
fire  has  been  permitted  to  continue.  The  stench  is 
something  terrible.  The  Public  Works  Commis- 
sioner went  out  there  and  tried  to  quiet  or  kill  the 
fire  but  he  said  it  was  not  the  dump  fire,  it  was  the 
underbrush  which  was  on  fire.  The  Fire  Depart- 
ment went  out.  There  was  no  water  available. 
Now  the  Board  of  Health  is  in.  I  am  offering  this 
order.  Between  the  three  of  them  I  hope  they 
can  do  something  to  put  out  the  fire  and  also  do 
something  to  see  that  it  does  not  break  out  again. 
Passed  under  suspension  of  the  rule. 


LICENSING   CONCESSIONAIRES. 

Coun.  HANNON  offered  the  following: 

Ordered,  That  Iris  Honor  the  Mayor  direct  the 
proper  authorities  in  the  city  not  to  issue  any 
licenses  to  concessionaires  at  public  beaches  unless 
it  be  inserted  as  a  provision  of  the  license  that  no 
drink  shall  be  served  in  a  glass  container. 

Coun.  HANNON — Mr.  President,  every  year 
with  the  bathing  season  we  are  confronted  with  the 
fact  that  many  youngsters  cut  their  feet  on  the 
glass  which  is  thrown  about  the  beaches.  No 
matter  how  meticulous  the  caretaker  may  be,  it  is 
impossible  to  remove  every  particle  of  glass  from 
the  beach.  This  is  especially  so  when  conces- 
sionaires are  selling  bottles  of  tonic  and  milk  in 
glass  containers.  The  youngsters  drop  the  bottles 
sometimes  carelessly  and  sometimes  through  negli- 
gence. Other  times  it  is  done  deliberately.  Over 
at  the  ball  park  they  have  stopped  serving  drinks 
in  glass  containers.  They  pour  every  drink  in  a 
paper  cup.  I  do  not  know  why  we  cannot  adopt 
the  same  practice.  It  might  not  remove  the  hazard 
of  glass  cuts  but  it  will  cut  them  down  greatly.  I 
think  this  might  well  be  made  a  part  of  any  con- 
tract entered  into  between  the  city  and  the  conces- 
sionaire that  any  drinks  served  shall  be  served  in  a 
paper  cup  and  not  in  a  bottle. 

Passed  under  suspension  of  the  rule. 


SALARY   INCREASE   FOR   SUFFOLK 
COUNTY   EMPLOYEES. 

Coun.  COFFEY  offered  the  following: 

Whereas,  The  Hon.  James  M.  Curley,  Mayor  of 
the  City  of  Boston,  has  stated  that,  under  certain 
conditions,  an  increase  in  the  salaries  of  city 
employees  would  be  granted  in  1947;  and 

Whereas,  The  employees  of  Suffolk  County  are 
employees  of  a  subdivision  of  the  City  of  Boston; 
and 

Whereas,  The  present  day  high  cost  of  living 
affects  the  county  employees  as  well  as  the  city 
employees  causing  great  hardship  and  making  it  a 
difficult  task  indeed  to  maintain  "Our  way  of  life," 
a  cause  for  which  we  recently  fought  and  won  a 
war;  be  it 


Resolved,  Therefore,  that  any  proposed  increase 
m  the  salaries  of  city  employees  include  also  the 
employees  of  Suffolk  County. 

Passed  under  suspension  of  the  rule. 


PETITION   FOR    CHARLES    G.    SULLIVAN. 

Coun.  CANTWELL  and  BRYAN  offered  the 
folio  whig: 

Ordered,  That  the  Law  Department  be  re- 
quested, through  his  Honor  the  Mayor,  to  take  the 
necessary  steps  to  compensate  the  parents  of  the 
late  Charles  G.  Sullivan,  485  Poplar  street,  Ros- 
lindale,  Ward  18,  who  died  as  a  result  of  being  hit 
by  a  golf  ball  while  caddying  at  the  George  Wright 
Municipal  Golf  Course. 

Passed  under  suspension  of  the  rule. 


BUTLER   SCHOOL   MEMORIAL. 

Coun.  CANTWELL  offered  the  following: 
Ordered,  That  the  Commissioners  of  School 
Buildings  be  requested,  through  his  Honor  the 
Mayor,  to  preserve  and  improve  as  a  memorial  of 
historical  interest  the  Butler  School,  on  River 
street,  Ward  18,  which  is  the  oldest  building  in 
Hyde  Park. 

Passed  under  suspension  of  the  rule. 


PLANTING   OF  TREES. 

Coun.  BRYAN  offered  the  following: 
Ordered,    That   the   Park.  Commission    be   re- 
quested, through  his  Honor  the  Mayor,  to  plant 
trees  along  the  sidewalks  on  both  sides  of  Dwinell 
street,  Ward  20,  which  are  now  under  construction. 
Passed  under  suspension  of  the  rule. 


LYNDE   STREET   PLAY   AREA. 

Coun.  RUSSO  offered  the  following: 

Ordered,  That  the  Traffic  Commissioner  be  re- 
quested, through  his  Honor  the  Mayor,  to  rope  off 
Lynde  street,  Ward  3,  for  use  as  a  play  area  for 
small  children  during  the  remainder  of  the  summer 
season. 

Coun.  RUSSO — Mr.  President,  very  briefly  it 
has  been  called  to  my  attention  that  several 
accidents  occurred  in  the  street  where  children  are 
at  play.  I  believe  in  order  to  try  to  eliminate 
these  accidents  the  Traffic  Commission  might  see 
fit  to  rope  off  the  street  and  eliminate  traffic  for 
these  few  summer  months.  It  will  hold  down  the 
number  of  serious  accidents. 

Passed  under  suspension  of  the  rule. 


CHAIRMAN,    EXECUTIVE    SESSION. 

President  KELLY—  At  this  time  the  Chair  will 
appoint  Councilor  McCormack  as  Chairman  of  the 
Executive  Session. 


LANDSCAPING,    OLD    HARBOR     VILLAGE. 

Coun.  LINEHAN  offered  the  following: 
Ordered,  That  his  Honor  the  Mayor  request  the 

Boston  Housing  Authority  to  relandscape  the  Old 

Harbor  Village  Housing  Project. 
Passed  under  suspension  of  the  rule. 


SHOWER    AT     SOUTH     BOSTON    HEALTH 
UNIT. 

Coun.  LINEHAN  offered  the  following: 
Ordered,  That  the  Health  Commissioner  be  re- 
quested, through  his  Honor  the  Mayor,  to  instruct 
the  proper  authorities  to  place  in  operation  on  all 
hot  days  the  shower  at  the  South  Boston  Health 
Unit  so  that  the  children  of  the  district  might  be 
given  some  relief  from  the  heat  on  these  days. 
Passed  under  suspension  of  the  rule. 
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UNITED    STATES    SENATE    BILL    1592   ON 
HOUSING. 

Coun.  LINEHAN  offered  the  following: 

Resolved,  That  the  Boston  City  Council  record 
itself  in  favor  of  United  States  Senate  Bill  1592 
which  contains  the  following  policy  preamble: 
That  Congress  hereby  declares  that  the  general 
welfare  and  security  of  the  Nation  and  the  health 
and  living  standards  of  its  people  require  a  pro- 
duction of  residential  construction  and  related 
community  development  sufficient  to  remedy  the 
serious  cumulative  housing  shortage,  to  eliminate 
slums  and  blighted  areas,  to  realize  as  soon  as 
feasible  the  goal  of  a  decent  home  and  a  suitable 
living  environment  for  every  American  family 
and  to  develop  and  redevelop  communities  so  as 
to  advance  the  growth  and  wealth  of  the  Nation. 
The  Congress  further  declares  that  such  produc- 
tion is  necessary  to  enable  the  construction  in- 
dustry to  make  its  full  contribution  toward  an 
economy  of  full  production  and  full  employment. 
The  policies  to  be  followed  in  obtaining  these 
objectives  are:  (1)  private  enterprise  shall  be 
encouraged  to  serve  as  large  a  part  of  the  total 
need  as  it  can;  (2)  governmental  assistance  shall 
be  utilized  where  feasible  to  enable  private  enter- 
prise to  serve  more  of  the  total  need;  (3)  govern- 
mental aid  to  clear  slums  and  provide  adequate 
housing  for  groups  with  incomes  so  low  that  they 
cannot  otherwise  be  served  shall  be  extended  only 
to  those  localities  which  estimate  their  own  needs 
and  demonstrate  that  these  needs  cannot  fully  be 
met  through  reliance  solely  upon  private  enter- 
prise and  without  such  aid;  and  (4)  in  order  to 
achieve  unified  and  coordinated  activity,  and  to 
promote  efficiency  and  economy,  the  main  functions 
of  the  Government  in  housing  and  related  com- 
munity development  shall  be  consolidated  as 
provided  in  this  Act,  and  be  it  further 

Resolved,  That  copies  of  this  resolution  be  sent 
to  all  of  the  members  of  both  Houses  of  Congress 
from  Massachusetts. 

Coun.  LINEHAN— Mr.  President,  I  realize 
perhaps  an  order  of  this  kind  should  be  given  over 
to  the  Committee  on  Rules. 

President  KELLY — You  are  perfectly  in  order. 

Coun.  LINEHAN — Due  to  the  fact  we  are  in  a 
period  of  time  when  there  is  an  emergency  on 
housing,  I  thought  that  it  would  be  best  to  talk  on 
this  today.  If  it  is  given  to  Rules,  I  request  the 
members  of  the  Council  to  take  it  out  of  Rules 
today.  As  many  members  of  the  Council  are  well 
aware,  it  has  been  in  the  newspapers  the  last  few 
days,  this  particular  bill,  Senate  1592,  is  being 
considered  in  Congress  and  is  getting  very  slow 
action  at  the  present  time.  Due  to  the  fact  that 
it  affects  two  of  our  particular  sites,  namely  the 
one  in  South  Boston  and  the  one  at  the  Cathedral 
Project,  I  thought  it  was  the  duty  of  the  members 
of  the  Council  to  at  least  go  on  record  that  they 
are  in  favor  of  this  bill.  Now,  as  a  result  of  the 
present  law  affecting  projects  throughout  the  coun- 
try, not  only  in  Boston  but  throughout  the  United 
States,  the  different  housing  authorities  throughout 
the  country  cannot  have  housing  units  constructed 
at  more  than  $5,000  each.  At  the  present  time  I 
am  informed  as  a  result  of  rising  costs  in  materials 
and  labor,  due  to  these  new  factors  alone,  you 
cannot  get  contractors  to  bid  on  either  one  of  these 
projects  for  less  than  16,000  a  unit.  It  simply 
means  that  the  two  projects  which  we  have  been 
told  for  some  time  back  would  be  constructed  this 
year  or  at  least  started,  as  a  result  of  these  rising 
costs,  will  not  be  started  unless  this  particular 
bill,  Senate  1592,  is  enacted  into  law  by  Congress. 
If  Congress  does  enact  this  law,  it  does  mean  we 
will  not  have  any  limit  of  $5,000.  The  limit  will 
probably  go  to  at  least  $6,000  and  possibly  more, 
so  that  projects  can  be  built  under  the  present 
wage  scales  and  under  the  present  prices  of  mate- 
rials. There  is  no  question  in  my  mind  that  the 
prices  of  materials  and  labor  are  not  going  to  go 
down  in  the  next  few  months.  The  chances  are 
that  they  will  go  up.  If  that  is  so,  we  will  need 
more  than  a  $6,000  limit.  We  will  probably  need 
around  a  $7,000  limit.  I  might  say  it  is  unfortu- 
nate we  have  heard  that  the  projects  would  be 
started  in  July  of  this  year.  At  the  time  it  was 
mentioned  the  projects  would  be  sent  out  under 
bid  to  the  contractors.  The  price  of  materials 
and  labor  was  not  then  as  high  as  it  is  today.  Of 
course  we  all  know  how  labor  has  gone  up  and  also 
material  since  about  six  months  ago  and  it  is  going 
up  it  seems  every  month.  For  the  sake  of  all  ot 
the  veterans  and  all  others  who  are  not  veterans  in 
need  of  housing,  and  there  are  thousands  of  them 


all  over  the  Commonwealth  and  many  more 
thousands  all  over  the  nation,  it  seems  to  me  that 
public  bodies  such  as  the  City  Council,  and  I 
sincerely  hope  all  other  city  councils  throughout 
the  nation,  should  let  Congress  know  that  at  least 
the  public  servants  elected  by  the  people  want  this 
particular  bill  enacted  into  law.  We  want  it 
because  there  is  a  necessity  for  housing  now  and 
not  ten  years  from  now.  We  have  had  many 
veterans  coming  home  who  have  been  married 
since  they  have  come  home  and  others  married  when 
they  went  in  the  service.  Many  of  them  are  with 
children  and  cannot  find  any  place  to  live.  There 
are  many  who  are  now  living  with  their  in-laws. 
Every  councilor  gets  a  request  probably  once  a 
week  asking  for  help  to  get  these  people  who  need 
housing  into  some  of  the  projects.  I  am  sorry  to 
say  as  a  former  member  of  the  Housing  Authority 
that  you  will  find  it  is  almost  impossible  to  get  a 
veteran  with  two  children  in  any  project.  You 
just  cannot  do  it.  Today  in  all  the  projects, 
whenever  there  is  a  two-bedroom  vacancy,  a  family 
which  started  out  with  one  child  now  has  two. 
That  particular  family  now  is  too  big  for  the  three- 
room  apartment,  the  one-bedroom  apartment. 
The  Housing  Authority  naturally  moves  them  in  a 
four-room  apartment  or  a  two-bedroom  apartment 
when  it  becomes  vacant,  which  does  not  happen 
very  often.  As  a  public  servant,  it  seems  to  me 
Congress  is  lax  in  one  of  the  most  important  things 
that  confront  the  nation  today.  I  have  heard 
about  this  problem  ever  since  I  got  out  of  the 
service.  I  have  heard  how  Congress  was  going  to 
take  care  of  the  housing  situation.  I  have  sat 
here  since  the  first  of  the  year  and  also  as  a  member 
of  the  Housing  Authority.  I  have  seen  even  the 
city  officials  stall  the  housing  projects.  As  a 
member  of  the  Housing  Authority  I  saw  public 
servants  even  object  to  the  building  of  housing, 
particularly  the  Cathedral  Project,  because  they 
thought  they  should  be  one-family  units  instead 
of  apartment  houses  where  we  can  provide  for 
many  veterans  instead  of  a  few.  That  objection 
I  think  has  been  lifted  due  to  the  fact  that  the 
gentleman  who  believed  they  should  be  one-family 
units  realizes  that  just  cannot  be  done,  due  to  the 
fact  that  he  is  probably  better  informed.  You  can 
spend  only  $5,000  per  unit  and  it  would  cost 
more  than  $5,000  for  a  brick  one-family  house  in 
Boston.  What  else  will  this  particular  bill  do? 
I  have  just  cited  one  example.  It  will  raise  the 
limit  as  to  how  much  money  the  federal  govern- 
ment will  be  permitted  to  spend  in  the  construction 
of  an  apartment.  Another  thing  it  will  do,  for  the 
information  of  the  gentleman  from  Ward  3  (Coun. 
Russo)  who  is  fighting  for  housing  in  his  dis- 
trict, it  will  give  the  Boston  Housing  Authority 
and  other  authorities  throughout  the  nation  the 
right  to  purchase  the  so-called  high  cost  land  such 
as  is  now  in  Ward  3.  The  Housing  Authority 
after  it  buys  the  land  with  the  buildings  thereon, 
particularly  in  the  blighted  areas  such  as  exist  in 
Ward  3,  can  raze  the  structures  that  now  exist 
there  and  they  can  sell  the  land  with  the  buildings 
torn  down.  They  can  sell  the  land  to  private 
industry  at  a  reasonable  price,  regardless  of  what 
the  Boston  Housing  Authority  paid  for  it.  They 
might  even  sell  it  for  one  half  of  what  they  paid 
for  it.  Then  private  industry  can  build  apartment 
houses  on  the  so-called  blighted  sites  that  are  now 
the  blighted  areas.  I  know  that  the  gentleman 
from  Ward  3  is  very  much  interested  in  that 
particular  subject,  getting  housing  units  placed 
down  there  in  his  district.  At  the  present  time 
we  cannot  do  it  as  a  result  of  the  high  cost  of  the 
land  in  his  district.  But  this  bill  will  permit  it  to 
be  done.  For  these  reasons  I  sincerely  hope  this 
order  is  passed  today  and  sent  right  along  to 
Congress. 

Passed  under  suspension  of  the  rule. 


MUNICIPAL  GOLF   COURSES. 

Coun.  MORIARTY,  MUCHNICK,  and  CANT- 
WELL  offered  the  following: 

Ordered,  That  the  Park  Commissioner  be  re- 
quested, through  his  Honor  the  Mayor,  to  con- 
sider the  advisability  of  establishing  a  standard 
fee  of  $25,  permitting  members  to  play  either  of 
the  Municipal  Golf  Courses,  Franklin  Park  or 
George  Wright,  enjoying  locker  privileges,  however, 
at  but  one  or  the  other. 

Passed  under  suspension  of  the  rule. 
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CITY     COUNCIL. 


RITCHIE    STREET    SIDEWALKS. 

Coun.  MORIARTY  offered  the  following: 

Ordered,  That  the  Commissioner  of  Public 
Works  be  requested,  through  his  Honor  the 
Mayor,  to  install  asphalt  sidewalks  on  Ritchie 
street,  from  Mareella  street  to  Columbus  avenue, 
Ward  11. 

Passed  under  suspension  of  the  rule. 


THORNTON   STREET   ONE   WAY. 

Coun.  MORIARTY  offered  the  following: 
Ordered,  That  the  Board  of  Street  Commis- 
sioners be  requested,  through  his  Honor  the 
Mayor,  to  consider  the  advisability  of  making 
Thornton  street,  Ward  11,  one  way  from  Valentine 
to  Mareella  streets. 

Passed  under  suspension  of  the  rule. 


MULVEY   TERRACE. 

Coun.  MORIARTY  offered  the  following: 
Ordered,  That  the  Board  of  Street  Commis- 
sioners be  requested,  through  his  Honor  the 
Mayor,  to  consider  the  advisability  of  accepting 
and  maintaining  the  private  way  known  as  Mulvey 
terrace,  connecting  Thwing  street  with  Mareella 
street,  Ward  11. 

Passed  under  suspension  of  the  rule. 


WIDENING  FAIRMOUNT   AVENUE. 

Coun.  CANT  WELL  offered  the  following: 
Ordered,     That    the    Street     Commission    be 
requested,    through    his    Honor    the    Mayor,    to 
widen   Fairmount  avenue,  from  Logan  square  to 
Water  street,  Ward  18. 

Passed  under  suspension  of  the  rule. 


SOMERSET   HOTEL. 

Coun.  HURLEY  offered  the  following: 
Ordered,  That  chapter  315  of  the  Acts  of  194G 
entitled  "An  Act  Authorizing  the  City  of  Boston 
to  Refund  to  the  Somerset  Hotel  Company  of 
Boston  a  Certain  Alcoholic  Beverages  License  Fee" 
be,  and  hereby  is,  accepted. 

Coun.  MUCHNICK— Mr.  President- 
President  KELLY — The  order  will  be  referred 
to  the  Executive  Committee  for  slight  correction. 
Referred  to  the  Executive  Committee. 


BROKEN   GLASS  ON   BEACHES. 

Coun.  CAREY  offered  the  following: 
Ordered,  That  the  Park  Commissioner  be 
requested,  through  his  Honor  the  Mayor,  to  take 
immediate  steps,  either  through  the  installation 
of  necessary  penalty  warning  signs  or  in  some 
other  manner  to  clearly  inform  the  public  of  the 
penalty  inflicted  for  throwing  glass  bottles  or 
broken  glass  on  the  beaches  throughout  the  city, 
in  the  hope  that  this  careless  practice  will  be 
stopped  immediately;  and  be  it  further 

Ordered,  That  the  Park  Commissioner  take 
every  means  possible  to  fully  enforce  the  regu- 
lations prohibiting  the  throwing  of  glass  on  the 

Coun.  CAREY — Mr.  President,  during  the 
past  ten  days  I  have  had  several  people  complain 
to  me  about  the  injuries  received  by  their  children 
who  have  gone  to  the  city  beaches.  In  going 
into  and  coming  out  of  the  water,  they  have  sus- 
tained severe  cuts  in  their  feet  and  in  their  legs 
because  of  the  careless  practice  of  those  who 
will  go  to  the  beach  and  will  take  plenty  of  bottles 
with  them.  Rather  than  cart  them  home  again, 
they  figure  the  best  way  to  dispense  with  them 
is  to  throw  them  there  on  the  beach,  very  often 
breaking  them.  As  a  matter  of  act,  I  under- 
stand the  penalty  is  a  $20  fine  for  anyone  found 
or  caught  throwing  broken  glass  on  the  city 
beaches.  I  do  not  think  that  the  beaches  have 
warning  signs  sufficient  in  number  and  conspicuous 
enough  to  warn  the  public  against  tliis  ruthless 
practice.  As  a  matter  of  fact,  it  is  hard  to  under- 
stand the  carelessness  of  these  people  who  insist 
on    throwing    this    broken    glass   on    the   beaches. 


Councilor    Hannon    earlier    submitted    an    order 
which  has  brought  to  light  of  course  the  dangers 
in   the  injuries   received   by   children   and   others 
because  of  this  carelessness.     It  is  a  practice  that 
should   be  stopped   and   must   be  stopped.     Now 
of  course  all  of  this  glass  is  not  thrown  on  the 
beach.     Perhaps  some  of  it  is  being  washed  ashore 
with   the  coming  in   and   going   out  of   the  tide. 
Nevertheless,  there  are  numbers  of  careless  people 
who  will  go  to  the  beach  for  the  day.     Instead 
of  carting  home  the  empty  bottles  they  will  throw 
them   there  on   the  beach   with  the  result  that 
these  youngsters  who  go  there  for  a  little  bit  of 
fun  very  often  get  anything  but  fun  out  of  their 
day  at  the  beach.     It  is  necessary  that  the  Park 
Commissioner  treat  this  matter  in  the  way  that 
it  should  be  treated.     These  signs  must  be  more 
in  number  and  must  be  much  more  conspicuous 
in  the  hope  that  this  practice  will  be  minimized. 
If  possible  it  should  be  cut  out  altogether.     I  ask 
suspension  of  the  rule  and  passage  of  the  order. 
Coun.    KINSELLA — Mr.    President,     I    have 
heard    most   of    what   Councilor   Carey   said.     I 
agree    with    what    I    did    hear    him    say.       The 
meat  of  the  matter  is  one  that  concerns  the  safety 
of  children  which  is  threatened  by  this  carelessness 
and    indifference.     There    is    absolutely    nothing 
whatever  to  be  said  about  the  negligent  conduct 
of  these  adults.     I  have  spoken  on  the  floor  of  the 
chamber    about    the    polluted    condition    of    the 
Mystic   River  water  which   precludes  the  possi- 
bility of  any  bathing.     As  a  result,  a  wading  pool 
^or  children  twelve  years  of  age  and  under  was 
built   last   year    at    the    Doherty    Heights    Park 
and  this  year  put  into  operation.     It  is  obvious 
from    the   construction   of   the   pool   there   is   no 
sand   there.     There  is   just   a   cement  floor   that 
passes  gradually  to  a  depth  of  about  two  feet  in 
the  center.     If  anybody  in  this  chamber  is  inter- 
ested  in    a   description    of   the   condition    of   the 
pool  and  the  conduct  of  these  negligent  elders,  I 
would   like   to   have   them   listen.     I   know   what 
it  means  to  me  to  say  anything  against  the  gen- 
eral   public.     I  do  not  know    why  we    ought  to 
excuse  them   when  they  are  the  guilty   parties. 
We  have  had  women  go  up  to  that  wading  pool 
with   their   children   and    turn   them   loose   there 
at  almost  any  age  at  all  regardless  of  what  may 
possibly  happen  to  them.     If  their  children  throw 
glass  or  bottles  into  the  floor  of  the  pool  and 
the  glass  breaks  and  their  children  do  not  step 
on  it  and  cut  themselves,  that  is  a  cute  perform- 
ance on  the  part  of  the  children.     If  somebody 
else's  child  is  cut,  it  is  too  bad.     A  week  ago  or 
two  weeks  ago  Friday,  a  little  girl,  four  years  of 
age,  completely  unattended,  was  allowed  to  wade 
out  in  the  full  view  of  other  grown  people  who 
had  their  own  children  there.     If  it  were  not  for 
the  alertness  of  a  lady  passing  through,  the  child 
would  have  been  drowned.     As  a  result,   I  was 
authorized  to  engage  the  services  of  two  women 
to  act  as  matrons  for  six  hours  a  day  each  at  $20 
apiece  a  week  for  no  other  purpose  than  to  do  what 
the  adults   who  bring  their  children  there  should 
do.      Councilor  Carey  spoke  about  the  beaches. 
There   is    this    to   be    said    for   the     beaches — 
a  good  deal  of  the  glass  and  stones  and  tin  cans 
and   the  like  the   adults   discard   or  allow  their 
children  to  discard  are  covered  by  the  sand.     In 
spite  of  all  you  can  see,   much  is  covered  and 
therefore    not    injurious    to    the    children.     But 
there  is  no  sand  in  a  wading  pool.     I  do  not  care 
what  some  people  think  of  me.     They  are  open 
to  the  severest  possible  criticism  when  they  will 
holler    out    loud    for    bathing    facilities    for    their 
children  and  then  will  not  maintain  them  properly 
without   a   guard.     What   right   has   any    person 
in  Boston  or  any  other  place  to  dun  us  night  and 
day  for  municipal  improvements  and  then  because 
they  are  public  and  come  out  of  their  money  in 
part,   think   that  they   have  a   right   to   neglect- 
them?     It  is   a   practice   that   I   do   not   have  to 
tolerate.     I   do   not   care   if   this   appears   in   the 
headlines:    I  will  never  again  ask  for  any  improve- 
ment in  Charlestown  until  the  adults  are  willing 
to   cooperate.     Never   will    I   ask   any   mayor   to 
spend  a  dime  for  wading  pools  or  swimming  pools 
until    the    adults    are    ready    to    cooperate.     Can 
you  imagine  anybody  being  so  negligent  of  a  little 
girl  three  or  four  years  of  age  as  to  allow  her  to  go 
into  a  wading  pool  alone  or  if  she  does  not  go 
alone  not  to  exercise  proper  supervision  when  she 
gets  there.     Glass,  stones,  tin  cans,  pieces  of  old 
wood  with  nails  in  them  are  thrown  into  that  pool. 
It  is  cute  if  my  kid  does  it.     It  is  unfortunate  if 
your   kid    suffers.     If    the   adults    will    not    stop, 
signs  will  not  stop  them.     If  it  costs  $20  to  scar 
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or  cripple  a  child  for  life,  that  is  not  completely 
satisfactory.  There  should  be  some  way  of 
reaching  them  for  what  I  call  a  studied  neglect. 
They  may  be  the  great  American  public  but  they 
cannot  contribute  to  the  injury  of  our  children 
or  anybody's  children  and  expect  us  to  take  the 
fault.  I  will  not  do  it  no  matter  who  else  will. 
They  do  not  make  any  bones  about  coming  to  us 
and  talking  straight  from  the  shoulder.  Here 
is  our  chance  to  talk  back  to  them  in  the  mass. 
While  that  is  an  excellent  order,  it  asks  only  that 
an  old  law  be  enforced.  What  are  we  going  to  do 
about  children  being  permitted  to  throw  refuse 
and  debris  in  wading  pools  which  might  reasonably 
cripple  a  child  for  life  if  it  cuts  a  cord  in  the  child's 
foot?  Who  then  is  culpable?  Is  it  the  councilor 
for  having  got  the  wading  pool  or  the  parent  for 
failing  to  see  that  the  things  that  her  child  does  are 
just  as  bad  as  when  a  neighbor's  kid  does  them? 
Passed  under  suspension  of  the  rule. 


RECESS. 

On  motion  of  Conn.  BRYAN  the  Council 
voted  at  3  p.  m.  to  take  a  recess,  subject  to  the 
call  of  the  Chair.  The  members  reassembled 
and  were  called  to  order  by  President  KELLY 
at  3.30  p.  m. 


REPORT     OF    EXECUTIVE     COMMITTEE. 

Coun.  FISH,  for  the  Executive  Committee, 
submitted  the  following:  That  chapter  315  of  the 
Acts  of  1946  entitled  "An  Act  Authorizing  the 
City  of  Boston  to  Refund  to  the  Somerset  Hotel 
Company  of  Boston  a  Certain  Alcoholic  Beverages 
License  Fee"  be,  and  hereby  is,  accepted — • 
recommending  the  order  ought  to  pass. 

Coun.  MUCHNICK— Mr.  President,  in  view 
of  the  fact  I  am  counsel  for  the  company,  I  would 
like  it  recorded  I  am  not  participating  in  any  of 
the  voting. 

President  KELLY — It  is  so  recorded. 

The  report  was  accepted  and  the  order  passed. 

Coun.  FISH,  for  the  Executive  Committee, 
submitted  the  following: 

On  the  message  of  the  Mayor  referred  this 
date  concerning  transfers  of  appropriations  within 
various  city  departments  —  recommending  the 
several  orders  ought  to  be  passed. 

The  report  was  accepted  and  the  question 
came  on  the  passage  of  the  order.  The  roll 
was  called  and  the  orders  passed.  Whole  number 
of  ballots  22,  yeas  22. 

Coun.  FISH,  for  the  Executive  Committee, 
submitted  the  following: 

On  petitions  referred  this  date  for  driveway 
openings  at  322-328  Albany  street  and  314-328 
Dover  street,  Boston,  petition  of  William  J. 
Cargill  and  Ellen  B.  Cargill;  at  107  Spring  street, 
West  Roxbury,  petition  of  Eva  J.  McCracken; 
and  at  557  and  559  Columbia  road  and  1-5  Cush- 
ing  avenue,  petition  of  the  Gulf  Oil  Corporation — ■ 
recommending  that  the  licenses  be  granted. 

The  reports  were  accepted  and  the  licenses 
granted. 

Coun.  FISH,  for  the  Executive  Committee, 
submitted  the  following: 

On  the  petition  of  the  New  England  Transporta-^ 
tion  Company  to  operate  a  bus  route  from  Park' 
square,  Boston,  to  the  Dedham  line;  and  the 
petition  of  Almeida's  Bus  Service  to  operate  a  bus 
route  from  Park  square,  Boston,  to  the  Milton  line, 
at  Mattapan — recommending  the  licenses  be 
granted. 

The  reports  were  accepted  and  the  licenses 
granted. 


PURCHASE   OF   FIREBOAT. 

Coun.  SCANNELL—  Mr.  President,  I  move  that 
the  order  for  $100,000  for  a  fireboat,  the  appro- 
priation for  a  fireboat,  be  taken  from  the  Executive 
Committee. 

The  question  came  on  taking  from  the  Executive 
Committee  the  order  for  the  transfer  of  $100,000 
for  a  fireboat.     It  was  a  vote  and  so  ordered. 


Coun.  SCANNELL — Mr.  President,  while  in 
Executive  Session,  I  would  like  to  have  gotten 
some  information  on  this  boat.  I  understand  it 
cost  about  $350,000  to  build  it.  The  city  has  an 
opportunity  to  buy  this  boat  for  $25,000.  I  wanted 
to  find  out  just  what  this  $100,000  was  to  be  spent 
for.  I  have  found  that  it  would  cost  $75,000  for 
equipment  that  might  go  on  this  boat,  for  the  fire 
equipment.  I  know  that  with  the  small  amount 
the  city  is  spending  it  will  be  a  benefit  to  the  City 
of  Boston  if  we  buy  this  boat  for  $25,000.  I  would 
also  like  to  have  information  from  the  Commis- 
sioner. I  see  by  the  order  of  the  Mayor  if  we  do 
not  pass  this  order  today,  the  chances  are  we  will 
not  be  able  to  buy  this  boat.  Other  municipalities 
are  looking  for  it.  I  think  it  would  be  to  our 
advantage  if  we  pass  this  order  for  $100,000  today. 

President  KELLY— Will  you  make  that  a 
motion,  councilor? 

Coun.  SCANNELL — I  so  make  it  a  motion. 

The  question  came  on  the  passage  of  the  order 
for  $100,000  for  the  purchase  of  a  fireboat.  The 
clerk  called  the  roll.  Whole  number  of  votes  22, 
yeas  22,  and  the  order  passed. 


NEXT   MEETING. 

Coun.  MUCHNICK— Mr.  President,  I  move 
that  when  we  adjourn,  we  adjourn  until  two  weeks 
from  today,  August  5. 

The  motion  was  carried. 


1946   TAX  RATE. 

Coun.  LINEHAN— Mr.  President,  I  would  like 
to  inquire  at  this  time  whether  this  report  of  the 
Finance  Commission  has  been  inserted  in  the 
minutes  of  the  City  Council? 

President  KELLY — I  am  informed  the  report  of 
the  Finance  Commission  has  been  received  and 
will  be  printed  in  the  reports  of  the  minutes  of  the 
meeting. 

Coun.  LINEHAN — I  would  like  to  comment  on 
this  report  at  the  present  time. 

President  KELLY — Councilor  Linehan  asks 
unanimous  consent. 

Coun.  LINEHAN — Do  I  need  unanimous  con- 
sent to  speak  on  a  report? 

President  KELLY — There  is  nothing  before  the 
Body,  councilor.  You  have  not  introduced  any 
order. 

Coun.  LINEHAN — I  move  reconsideration. 
Did  some  member  of  the  Council  incorporate  it 
already  into  the  minutes? 

President  KELLY — The  Chair  will  state  the 
Council  takes  no  action  on  the  report.  It  just 
places  it  on  file  and  it  is  automatically  printed. 

Coun.  LINEHAN — May  I  ask  the  secretary, 
through  you,  when  is  it  proper  for  a  councilor  to 
speak? 

President  KELLY — When  the  clerk  reads  it  at 
the  beginning  of  the  meeting. 

Coun.  LINEHAN — I  ask  unanimous  consent  to 
make  a  statement. 

President  KELLY — Councilor  Linehan  asks  for 
unanimous  consent  to  make  a  statement  Hear- 
ing no  objection,  Councilor  Linehan,  proceed. 

Coun.  LINEHAN — Mr.  President,  I  am  very 
sorry  I  did  not  receive  the  report  a  little  sooner 
so  I  could  have  gone  into  it  in  more  detail  than 
I  have  already.  I  do  realize  from  the  limited 
extent  into  which  I  went  into  it  that  it  has  some 
very  revealing  information.  Now  it  happens  one 
little  item  here  is  very  revealing.  It  hits  the 
pocketbook  of  a  young  attorney  like  myself  and 
my  law  partner.  It  is  a  report  of  the  gain  and  loss 
comparison  in  1946  on  real  estate  and  the  report 
submitted  by  the  Finance  Commission  on.  the 
City  of  Boston  to  the  Mayor  and  City  Council 
dated  July  19,  1946.  I,  like  a  great  many  other 
citizens  in  the  city,  thought  that  the  tax  rate 
would  be  much  higher  than  $42.  I  still  think  it 
should  have  been  if  it  was  a  real  tax  rate.  Lo 
and  behold,  the  Finance  Commission  submits  a 
report  to  us  showing  us  why  it  should  have  been 
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more  if  wi'  had  given  an  honest  tax  rale.     When 
1  say  "wo,"  1  suppose  the  City  Council  is  some- 
what responsible  for  the  tax  rate,  plus  the  Mayor 
and    the   department    heads.     Turning    to    that 
particular    item    that    I    mentioned    earlier,    the 
gain  and  loss  comparison  in   1946  on  real  estate, 
1  call  the  attention  of  the  City  Councilors  to  (he 
item  in   Ward  3  where  (here  was  a  gain  in  the 
assessments    of    $31,000,000.     Also    in    Ward    5 
there  is  an  increase  of  $9,000,000.     It  is  all  right 
for  the  city  officials  to  try  to  take  credit  for  a 
lower    tax    rate.     In    my    opinion,    it   is    a   joke. 
Why  do  I  say  this?     It  happens  that  I  with  two 
other  young  lawyers  struggling  for  a  living  in  these 
hard  times  hired  an  office  at  20  Pemberton  square, 
Boston.     Since   the   tax   rate   was   announced    at 
$42  and  since  the  assessment  was  raised  on  this 
particular    property    in    1946    from    $375,000    to 
$425,000,  an  increase  of  $50,000  was  put  on  that 
piece   of    property    by   the   assessors.     What   has 
happened   since   then?     I   merely   cite   this   inci- 
dent because  of  the  fact  it  is  probably  happening 
all   over   the   city   wherever   we   have   had    these 
so-called    phony    increases    in    valuation.     They 
raised   the  assessments   at   20   Pemberton   square 
because  I  suppose  as  they  said  in  the  paper  that 
the  revenue  increased.     They  say  the  increase  in 
revenue  is  due  to  the  good  times.     Good  business 
has   increased   the   valuation    of   the   real   estate. 
Well,  for  the  information  of  the  Council  my  rent 
was   not   raised    while    I    was   in   the   service.     I 
might  say  that  the  landlord  as  a  matter  of  fact 
was  very  fair  to  all  of  us  in  the  service.     He  was 
so  fair  that  he  just  about  charged  storage  rent 
for  our  three  little  rooms.     He  realized  we  would 
not    have    much    income    in    the    service.     Mind 
you,  I  was  an  officer.     You  do  not  want  to  forget 
some   lawyers   were   probably   only   privates   and 
served  a  little  better  than  some  of  us  who  were 
officers.     I  bring  this  out  just  to  show  that  land- 
lords are  not  as  tough  in  the  so-called  big  business 
sections   as   some   people   think.     Since   we   hired 
the   offices   there   which,   as   I   said,    consisted   of 
three  rooms,  our  rent  was  never  raised.     During 
the  war  years  while  one  of  my  partners  was  in 
the   service   we   received    a   substantial   decrease. 
After   we   got   out   of   the   service,    the   rent   was 
just  put  back  to  the  original  rent  it  was  before 
we  went  in  the  service.     Only  recently  my  partner, 
who  for  most  of  his  term  in  the  Army  was  an 
enlisted   man   for  a  short  while  and  finally  pro- 
moted to  a  captain,  has  been  out  of  the  service 
for    about    two    months    practicing    law    again. 
Naturally  he  is  starting  at  the  bottom  you  might 
say,  like  all   the   young   lawyers.     Like   most   of 
the  law  firms  we  are  splitting  the  expenses  three 
ways.     He  has  to  pay  one  third  just  like  I  do. 
It  is  going  to  be  a  struggle  on  his  part  for  the 
next  year  probably  to  pay  the  one  third.     It  is 
making  it  a  little  more  difficult  for  him  and  for 
myself    since    the    assessments    on    that    building 
were   raised.     We    have    been   requested    to    pay 
about  a  20  per  cent  increase  in  rent.     Now  you 
read  in  the  newspapers  that  the  poor  old  landlord 
is  going  to  pay  for  that  increase  in  assessments 
out   of   his    own    pocket.     That   is    not   so.     We 
as  young  lawyers  have  found  out  that  the  young 
lawyers  are  going  to  pay  for  the  increase  in  the 
assessment.     So  that  his  Honor  the  Mayor  whom 
I   have   been   against  in   many  instances   in   this 
Council  has   the  satisfaction   of  raising   the  rent 
of   three   young   lawyers.     One   of   them    was    a 
supporter  of  himself.     The  other  one  was  in  the 
service   during   the   election.     I   was   running   for 
office  myself  and  had  enough  to  do  to  get  myself 
elected.     I  got  up  here  today  on  this  little  thing 
to  let  the  councilors  at  least   know  that  it  is  not 
'  the  big  landlords   who   are  getting  assessed.     As 
a   matter   of   formality   they   get   the   increase  in 
the      assessment.       It     is     merely     a     formality. 
They  just  pass  it  along.     I  do  not  blame  them. 
I  hope  it  gets  in  the  papers  that  it  is  not  the  big 
landlord  that  gets  hit,  it  is  the  poor  young  fellow 
or  the  little  business   man   who   has   to   pay   the 
tariff  in  the  long  run.     It  is  going  to  affect  busi- 
ness in  the  long  run.     After  becoming  a  member 
of  the  Council,   and  since  the  first  of  the  year, 
and  during  inauguration  day  I  heard  much  about 
helping  the  businessman  so  that  the  little  service- 
man would  get  a  job.     They  were  going  to  lower 
the   tax  rate.     Well,   in   this   case   the   tax   rate 
was   not   lowered.     It    was   not   lowered    literally 
you  might  say.     As  a  matter  of  fact,  he  has  to 
pay  more  money  to  the  city  for  taxes  due  to  this 
increased  assessment.     But  it  does  not  cost  the 
landlords  anything  more  in  the  long  run  because 


they  just  pass  it  along  to  the  Linehans,  the  Owens, 
and  the  Cappuccis.      Here  are  three  young  fellows, 
one    from    Dorchester,    one    from    East    Boston, 
and    one    from    Koxbury.     So    the    gentleman    in 
charge  of  our  building,   who  lives  in  Newton  and 
who  did  not  want  to  raise  our  rent  and  did  not 
when  he  could   have  and  who  was  so  very  mag- 
nanimous  and   gave  us  a   cut   when   we   went   in 
the  service,  gave  us  a  cut  in  rent  due  to  the  fact 
I  suppose  that  under  Mayor  Kerrigan  and  Mayor 
Tobin   in   all  probabilities  their  assessments  were 
not  raised,  finds  he  has  to  raise  our  rent.     Now 
when  it  does  hit  your  own  pocketbook  you  gen- 
erally will  get  up  and  talk.     It  has  hit  my  pocket- 
book.     I  can  also  say  that  since  the  first  of  the 
year   I   have   gotten   up   here   attacking   certain 
practices  in  the  city  government  even  though  it 
did    not    affect    my    pocketbook.     I    also    realize 
when  I  fight  for  something  decent  in  government 
it  even  affects  my  law  practice.     Once  in  a  while 
I  used  to  get  cases  that  go  before  Boards  in  the 
city.     Because  of  the  fact  that  Linehan  probably 
fights    for   lower   taxes   in    the   city    and    against 
practices   that   are   not   so   good   in   city   govern- 
ment,   the    people    who    employ    me    occasionally 
figure  I  suppose  that  Linehan  could  not  get  any- 
thing through  the  Boards  any  more.     What  has 
happened?     A   Curley   lawyer   gets   the   business. 
How  funny  it  would  be  if  I  gave  the  name  of  the 
Curley  lawyer.     I  could  talk  for  a  long  time  on 
the  tax  rate  and  why  it  is  not  a  legitimate  tax 
rate  but  I  sincerely  hope  that  the  members  of  the 
City   Council  have  enough  consideration   for  the 
taxpayers   and   their   job    to   read    the   report   of 
the  Finance  Commission  so  they  will  know  just 
exactly  what  is  going  on  in  the  City  of  Boston. 
You  just  read  about  a  tax  rate  of  $42  and  you 
say,    "Well,    the    Mayor    certainly    has    done    a 
good  job  in  lowering  the  tax  rate  50  cents."     But 
when  you  go  into  how  that  tax  rate  was  arrived 
at,  if  you  are  honest,  you  are  not  going  to  say  a 
good   job    was   done.     I   say   that   fully   realizing 
you  can  blame  the  Legislature  for  not  giving  us 
ten  million  dollars.     One  of  the  legislators  happens 
to  have  his  head  in  the  doorway  now.     I  for  one, 
when  that  bill  was  being  considered,  am  glad  it 
was   killed.     That   is   due   to   the   fact   that   this 
year  is  showing  an  increase  in  loans,  in  bonded 
indebtedness  and,  if  this  year  is  any  criterion,  we 
are   going    to    have   increases   right   along    under 
the   present   administration.     Turning   to    appro- 
priation which  is  just  before  page  9  in  the  report 
of  the  Finance  Commission,  the  city  indebtedness 
requirements  dropped  from  1945  to   1946  almost 
a    million    dollars.     Why?     I    will    quote    page    4 
of  the  report.     I  think  it  gives  you  the  answer. 
"Another  striking  element  in  this  picture  is  that 
for  interest  on  the  city  debt  and  for  serial  debt 
payments,   the  present  administration  in   1946  is 
required  to  raise  $1,017,089  less  than  was  neces- 
sary in  1945.     This  fortunate  circumstance  means 
a   difference   of  about  70   cents  in   the   tax   rate. 
This   reduction   is   due   to   the   conservative   debt 
policy  followed  in  the  years  1938  to   1945  in  the 
Tobin  administration  when  the  city  net  debt  was 
reduced   $30,000,000."     I   suppose   all   the   coun- 
cilors realize   when   the   city  debt  is   lowered   it 
meahs    less    current    revenue    spent    on    interest. 
So  that  if  the  trend  was  kept  up,  it  would  not 
be  too  many  years  in  the  distant  future  when  we 
would  have  very  little  to  pay  in  current  expenses 
for  interest.     But  as  I  say,  I  am  sorry  to  say  this 
year  it  is  going  to  show  up,  and  beginning  next 
year   and   the   year   after,    whenever   these   debts 
which   we  are  incurring   here    now  as   councilors, 
whenever  the  bonds  fall  due  in  payment  for  the 
loans   which   we  are  raising   this  year,   that  item 
will  go  up,  payment  for  interest.     As  I  said  many 
times  before  in  this  Council,  the  one  bright  spot 
in  the  picture  of  the   city  financial  structure  was 
that  of   the   debt  situation.     I   am  sorry   to   say 
that  it  is  going  to  go  bad  like  many  of  the  rest 
of   the   things   that  go   into   city  government.     I 
hope  I  have  not  bored  the  members  of  the  Council 
with  just  one  little  item  that  affects  three  young 
lawyers  striving  to   make  a  living  and   to  make 
both  ends  meet.     But  I  wanted  to  go  on  record 
in  the  city  government  to  show  that  in  the  long 
run  when  the  present  administration  raises  assess- 
ments on  existing  structures  and  land  that  who- 
ever owns  the  land  and  building  does  not  pay  but 
get  it  out  of  the  tenants.     I  will  merely  conclude 
by  saying   I  hope  that  next  year  20  Pemberton 
square   is   not   raised   again.     If   it   is,    I   do   not 
doubt  but  what  our  law  firm   will  have   to  foot 
the  bill  again. 


JULY    22,     1946. 
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WELD   STREET   WIDENING. 

Coun.  BRYAN  offered  the  following: 
Ordered,  That  the  Board  of  Street  Commissioners 
be   requested,    through  his  Honor  the  Mayor,  to 
widen    Weld    street,    between    Maple    and    Corey 
streets,  Ward  20. 

Passed  under  suspension  of  the  rule. 


SERGT.    PATRICK    GRISOFULLI    SQUARE. 

Coun.  HURLEY  submitted  the  following: 
Ordered,  That  his  Honor  the  Mayor  be  requested 
to  consider  the  advisability  of  naming  the  square 
at  the  junction  of   Harrison  avenue  and   North- 
ampton    street    in     memory    of    Sergt.     Patrick 


Grisofulli  of  the  United  States  Marine  Corps,  who 
died  at  Iwo  Jima. 

Passed  under  suspension  of  the  rule. 


CATHEDRAL   PROJECT   EXTENSION. 

Coun.  HURLEY  offered  the  following: 
Ordered,  That  the  Housing  Authority  be 
requested,  through  his  Honor  the  Mayor,  to 
consider  the  extension  of  the  proposed  Cathedral 
Project  to  include  the  substandard  area  on  the 
easterly  side  of  Harrison  avenue. 
Passed  under  suspension  of  the  rule. 


Adjourned  at  4  p.  m.,  on  motion  of  Coun. 
HURLEY,  to  meet  on  Monday,  August  5,  1946, 
at  2  p.  m. 


CITY  OF  BOSTON 


PRINTING   DEPARTMENT 


CITY     COUNCIL. 
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CITY  OF  BOSTON. 


Proceedings  of  City  Council. 


Monday,  August  5,  1946. 

Regular  meeting  of  the  City  Council  held  in  the 
Council  Chamber,  City  Hall,  at  2  p.  m.,  President 
KELLY  presiding.     All  the  members  present. 

The  meeting  was  opened  with  the  salute  to  the 
Flag. 

JURORS   DRAWN. 

Jurors  were  drawn,  128  traverse  jurors  for  the 
Superior  Court,  Civil  Session,  and  58  traverse 
jurors  for  the  Superior  Court,  Criminal  Session, 
Coun.  BRYAN  presiding  at  the  box  in  the  absence 
of  the  Mayor,  viz. : 

Fifty-eight  traverse  jurors,  Superior  Criminal 
Court,  to  appear  September  3,  1946: 

Joseph  A.  Contardo,  Ward  1;  Lester  O.  Corkum, 
Ward  1;  John  B.  Stasio,  Ward  1;  Michael  J. 
Donovan,  Ward  2;  Francis  Ktlley,  Ward  2;  John 
J.  Murphy,  Ward  2;  James  A.  Reddington,  Ward  2; 
Lawrence  J.  Bushnell,  Ward  3;  Joseph  W.  Gaska, 
Ward  3 ;  Joseph  Cohen,  Ward  4 ;  Gareth  P.  Kinkead, 
Ward  4;  Peter  C.  Sheran,  Ward  4;  James  W. 
Warkins,  Ward  4;  Gray  W.  Adams,  Ward  5; 
Alexander  Carne,  Ward  5;  Thomas  A.  Herbert, 
Ward  6;  Laurence  A.  Lyons,  Ward  6;  William 
Murdock,  Ward  6;  Henry  J.  Connolly,  Ward  7; 
William  J.  Connors,  Ward  7;  Frank  A.  Garneau, 
Ward  7;  Joseph  Henry  Larochelle,  Ward  7;  Robert 
Nowak,  Ward  7;  John  M.  Meade,  Ward  8;  Carl  H. 
Kimpinsky,  Ward  10;  Robert  E.  F.  Lowe,  Ward  10; 
Edwin  F.  H.  Ryder,  Ward  10. 

Arthur  J.  Bosse,  Ward  11;  Alexander  McDonald, 
Ward  11;  Thomas  Tedeschi,  Ward  11;  Logan  J. 
Williams,  Ward  12;  William  R.  Abbott,  Ward  13; 
Alfred  E.  Fairbairn,  Ward  13;  George  L.  Wearin, 
Ward  13;  Barnet  M.  Brown,  Ward  14;  Maurice  J. 
Finn,  Ward  14;  Bangman  Goldstein,  Ward  14; 
Samuel  Kaplan,  Ward  14;  Joseph  Newman,  Ward 
14;  Harry  Rosenfield,  Ward  14;  John  Stewart 
Swift,  Ward  16;  Maxwell  Wilson,  Ward  16;  Joseph 
Cohane,  Ward  17;  Stephen  Dawber,  Ward  17; 
John  R.  Ferris,  Ward  17;  Harry  A.  Golden,  Ward 
17;  Robert  J.  Ahearn.  Ward  18;  John  P.  Goggin, 
Ward  18;  Michael  Haverty,  Ward  18;  Nathan 
Katz,  Ward  18;  John  P.  Manning,  Ward  18; 
Charles  W.  Newcomb,  Ward  18;  Frank  A.  Tracy, 
Ward  18;  Charles  H.  Clark,  Ward  20;  Thomas  A. 
Dolan,  Ward  20;  William  J.  McGee,  Ward  20; 
Harold  G.  Embree,  Ward  21;  Thomas  F.  Hayes, 
Ward  22. 

One  hundred  twenty-eight  traverse  jurors, 
Superior  Civil  Court,  to  appear  September  3, 
1946: 

John  Roland  Clare,  Ward  1;  Thomas  J.  Collins, 
Ward  1;  Mariano  DeGrazia,  Ward  1;  Joseph 
Gambino,  Ward  1;  Louis  A.  LoPilato,  Ward  1; 
Domenick  Mazzeo,  Ward  1;  William  McLellan, 
Ward  1;  Angelo  Pasquantonio,  Ward  1;  William 
H.  Quigley,  Ward  1 ;  Joseph  Screnci,  Ward  1 ; 
John  P.  Smallcomb,  Ward  1;  Elwin  E.  Smith, 
Ward  1;  John  Tiano,  Ward  1;  Richard  Tutela, 
Ward  1;  Joseph  L.  Zagarella,  Ward  1;  Leo  F. 
Casey,  Ward  2;  William  C.  Kelly,  Ward  2;. 
James  J.  Smith,  Ward  2;  Paul  J.  Arena,  Ward  3; 
Frank  Burns,  Ward  3;  Antonio  Camoscio,  Ward  3; 
Nunzio  Gregorio,  Ward  3;  Michael  J.  Gusson, 
Ward  3;  Philip  J.  Moses,  Ward  3;  Domenico 
Palumbo,  Ward  3;  Pasquale  Rossetti,  Ward  3; 
Harry  C.  Chadbourne,  Ward  4;  Edward  Cromer, 
Ward  4;  George  S.  Fraser,  Ward  4;  William  D. 
Hunter,  Ward  4;  David  M.  Murray,  Ward  4; 
James  W.  Ryner,  Ward  4;  William  M.  Dawes, 
Ward  5;  Arthur  F.  Meehan,  Ward  5;  Michael  J. 
Sarkis,  Ward  5;  Ralph  F.  Sweet,  Ward  5. 

Marshall  J.  Cole,  Ward  6;  Clyde  C.  Farrell, 
Ward  6;  Patrick  J.  Shaughnessy,  Ward  6;  Charles 
W.  Brandt,  Ward  7;  Thomas  Donohue,  Ward  7; 
John  A.  Healy,  Ward  7;  Joseph  Manfredi,  Ward  7; 
Arthur  Superneau,  Ward  7;  George  Andrews, 
Ward  8;  Albert  Phipps,  Ward  8;  George  W. 
Schottmiller,  Ward  8;  Ralph  J.  Hickey,  Ward  10; 
Andrew    Homey,    Ward    10;     James    R.    Leigh, 


Ward  10;  John  F.  Nolan,  Ward  10;  Joseph  James 
O'Halloran,  Ward  10;  John  Schaffner,  Ward  10; 
D.  Gerard  Sullivan,  Ward  10;  Bernard  F.  Vander- 
marsh,  Ward  10;  John  S.  Courley,  Ward  11; 
Michael  J.  Byrne,  Ward  12;  William  F.  Cullen, 
Ward  12;  Charles  E.  Downs,  Ward  12;  Henry 
Finegold,  Ward  12;  Nathan  Goldberg,  Ward  12; 
Benjamin  Nathanson,  Ward  12;  Archie  Rivers, 
Ward  12;  Murdock  J.  Ross,  Ward  12,  Harry 
Simons,  Ward  12;  Richard  Blood,  Ward  13; 
William  H.  Coughlin,  Ward  13;  Francis  A.  Kelly, 
Ward  13;  Duff  MacKay,  Ward  13;  Daniel 
Mahoney,  Ward  13;  Dominick  Marcheti,  Ward  13; 
James  McDonald,  Ward  13;  Harry  Pearlman, 
Ward  13;  Harold  V.  Rocks,  Ward  13;  Max 
Solomon,  Ward  13;  Patrick  Joseph  Traynor, 
Ward  13. 

Charles  G.  Backus,  Ward  14;  Sidney  Becker, 
Ward  14;  Louis  Bravman,  Ward  14;  Walter  E. 
Burke,  Ward  14;  Harry  J.  Cohen,  Ward  14;  Jacob 
Green,  Ward  14;  Manuel  E.  Isenman,  Ward  14; 
Louis  Levin,  Ward  14;  Abraham  Miller,  Ward  14; 
Jack  Pieman,  Ward  14;  Henry  J.  Rosen,  Ward  14; 
Samuel  Schwartz,  Ward  14;  Max  Shlifer,  Ward  14; 
Thomas  Francis  Sullivan,  Ward  14;  George  C. 
Waugh,  Ward  14;  David  J.  Brockman,  Ward  15; 
Patrick  J.  Powers,  Ward  15;  James  A.  Goggin, 
Ward  16;  John  Lloyd,  Ward  16;  John  F.  McKitt- 
rick,  Ward  16;  Francis  J.  Murphv,  Ward  16;  Walter 
J.  Page,  Ward  16;  Leon  A.  Weseott,  Ward  16; 
Thomas  H.  Brady,  Ward  17;  John  B.  Breen,  Ward 
17;  Abraham  I.  Brockman,  Ward  17;  Frank  Der- 
Kasparian,  Ward  17;  Timothy  Foley,  Ward  17; 
Louis  H.  Hawks,  Ward  17;  Michael  J.  McLaughlin, 
Ward  17;  John  P.  Ryan,  Ward  17;  Alfred  H.  Jones, 
Ward  18;  Joseph  F.  LeClair,  Ward  18;  Joseph 
McNoy,  Ward  18;  Francis  T.  Prendergast,  Ward 
18;  Napoleon  N.  Raymond,  Ward  18;  Martin  W. 
Rilev,  Ward  18;  Peter  Buchan,  Ward  19;  James  If. 
Chase,  Ward  19;  Roy  W.  Davidson,  Ward  19; 
John  H.  Keleher,  Ward  19;  Martin  J.  Kelly,  Ward 
19;  Leo  J.  Moore,  Ward  19;  Frank  A.  Agnew, 
Ward  20;  Edward  L.  Lane,  Ward  20;  Charles  F. 
Brett,  Ward  21;  William  H.  Moran,  Ward  21; 
Barnett  Goldstein,  Ward  22;  Albert  E.  Norman, 
Ward  22;  John  J.  Movlan,  Ward  22;  Joseph  F. 
Noonan,  Ward  22;  William  W.  Porter,  Ward  22. 


Coun.  BRYAN  in  the  chair. 


APPOINTMENTS  BY  THE  MAYOR. 

Subject  to  confirmation  by  the  Council,  the 
Mayor  submitted  the  following  appointments,  viz.: 

William  P.  Sullivan,  12  Both  well  road,  Brighton, 
as  constable  to  serve  without  bond  and  without 
authority  to  serve  civil  process  for  the  term  ending 
April  30,  1947. 

Abraham  Bornstein,  625  Warren  street,  Rox- 
bury,  and  Thomas  Marrow,  529  Massachusetts 
avenue,  Boston,  as  constables  for  the  term  ending 
April  30,  1947,  authorized  to  serve  civil  process 
upon  filing  of  bond. 

Joseph  B.  Stewart,  First  National  Stores,  Inc., 
5  Middlesex  avenue,  Somerville,  and  Alphonse  S. 
Marchant,  Walter  Baker  &  Company,  Inc.,  Dor- 
chester, as  Weigher  of  Goods  for  the  term  ending 
April  30,  1947. 

John  Morely,  Morely-Tracey  Company,  119 
Freeport  street,  Dorchester;  Reed  Freeman,  9 
Reservoir  street,  Hyde  Park  (W.  H.  Harlow  & 
Sons) ;  Ray  E.  Loud,  23  Johnson  road,  Weymouth; 
Alexander  B.  Wiley,  230  Pleasant  street,  Winthrop; 
(City  Fuel  Company,  80  Federal  street,  Boston), 
as  Weighers  of  Coal  for  the  term  ending  April  30, 
1947. 

Referred  to  the  Committee  on  Constables  and 
Confirmations. 


RITCHIE  STREET  SIDEAVALKS. 
The  following  was  received: 

City  of  Boston, 
Office  of  the  Mayor,  August  5,  1946. 
To  the  City  Council. 

Gentlemen, — I  submit  herewith  communication 
from  the  Commissioner  of  Public  Works,  in  reply 
to  your  order  of  July  22,  1946,  to  surface  with 
asphalt  the  sidewalks  on  Ritchie  street,  from  Mar- 
cella  st/eet  to  Columbus  avenue.  Ward  11. 
Respectfully, 
James  M.  Corley,  Mayor. 
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City  "f  Huston, 

Public  Works  Department, 

August  2,  1946. 
Mr.  J.  Joseph  Connors, 

Chief  Clerk,  Mayor's  Office. 
Dear  Sir,— I  return  herewith  order  in  City  Coun- 
cil that  the  Public  Works  Commissioner  surface 
with  asphalt  the  sidewalks  on  Ritchie  street,  from 
Maroella  street  to  Columbus  avenue,  Ward  11,  and 
this  will  advise  you  that  work  on  these  sidewalks 
will  be  started  Monday,  August  5,  and  continue 
until  completed. 

Very  truly  yours, 

Robert  P.  Curlev, 
Commissioner  of  Public  Works. 
Placed  on  file. 


MARKET  DIVISION,  PUBLIC  BUILDINGS 
DEPARTMENT. 
The  following  was  received: 

City  of  Boston, 
Office  of  the  Mayor,  August  5,  1946. 
To  the  City  Council. 

Gentlemen, — I  submit  herewith  two  proposed 
amendments  to  the  Revised  Ordinances  of  1925, 
concerning  the  Market  Division  of  the  Public 
Buildings  Department. 

These  amendments  are  made  necessary  by  the 
abolition  of  the  Market  Department  and  the  cre- 
ation of  the  position  of  Director  of  Markets  by  the 
Acts  of  1943,  chapter  78. 

I  recommend  adoption  of  the  accompanying 
ordinances. 

Respectfully, 
James  M.  Curley,  Mayor. 


Concerning  the  Market  Division  of  the 
Public  Buildings   Department. 

Chapter  twenty-one  of  the  Revised  Ordinances 
of  1925  is  hereby  repealed.  Chapter  twenty-five 
of  the  Revised  Ordinances  of  1925  is  hereby 
amended  by  adding  thereto  the  following  sections: 

Section  7.  The  market  division  shall  be  under 
the  charge  of  the  director  of  markets,  who,  under 
the  supervision  and  direction  of  the  Superintendent 
of  Public  Buildings,  shall  have  the  charge  and 
control  of  Faneuil-hall  market  and  Faneuil-hall 
market  limits;  shall  preserve  order  therein;  shall 
make  such  changes,  and  place  or  allow  to  be 
placed  in  said  market  such  pipes,  drains,  and  other 
appliances,  as  he  may  deem  proper;  shall  take 
and  forthwith  destroy  any  article  of  food  which 
in  his  opinion  is  diseased,  unwholesome,  or  tainted, 
and  is  kept  for  sale  within  such  market  limits. 
The  director  or  either  of  his  deputies  may  assign 
stands  within  such  market  limits  for  the  sale  of 
provisions  and  other  articles,  and  may,  at  the 
expense  of  the  owner  thereof,  remove  from  one 
place  or  stand  to  another  within  such  limits,  or  to, 
and  to  be  kept  in,  a  proper  storage  place  until  the 
expense  is  paid,  any  merchandise,  vehicle,  or 
animal,  not  under  the  charge  of  any  person,  or  not 
immediately  so  removed  on  the  direction  of  the 
director  or  either  of  his  deputies. 

Sect.  8.  The  Superintendent  of  Public  Buildings 
shall,  on  the  expiration  of  leases  of  stalls  and  cellars 
and  second  floor  in  Faneuil-hall  market,  lease  them 
for  a  term  of  no  less  than  three  years  from  the  day 
of  such  expiration,  at  rents  not  less  than  those 
which  shall  be  established  by  vote  of  the  city 
council  therefor;  shall,  after  the  establishment  of 
such  rents,  notify  the  lessees  then  occupying  said 
stalls  and  cellars  and  second  floor  of  the  rents  to 
be  paid  therefor;  shall  give  a  new  lease  at  such 
rents  to  such  of  said  lessees  as  in  writing  notify 
him  that  they  desire  to  retain  at  such  rents  their 
respective  holdings;  and  shall  lease  to  suitable 
persons,  for  the  remainder  of  any  existing  term, 
all  stalls  and  cellars  and  second  floor  which  become 
vacant,  or  the  leases  of  which  shall  be  cancelled, 
at  not  less  than  the  rents  previously  paid  therefor. 
All  leases  shall  be  approved  by  the  mayor,  and 
shall  be  on  the  following  conditions: 

1.  The  lessee  shall  comply  with  the  ordi- 
nances, regulations  and  orders  relating  to  Faneuil- 
hall  market,  or  the  Faneuil-hall  market  limits 
as  defined  by  said  ordinances. 

2.  The  lessee  shall,  at  his  own  expense, 
keep  the  demised  premises  in  good  repair  and 
condition. 


3.  The  lessee  shall  not  place,  or  suffer  to 
be  placed  or  kept,  any  article  in  any  passageway 
of  said  market,  or  within  the  demised  premises, 
so  as  to  project  into  any  such  passageway, 
unless  with  the  consent  of  the  director  of  markets, 
or  one  of  his  deputies. 

4.  The  lessee  shall  not,  without  the  approval 
in  writing  of  the  director  previously  obtained, 
underlet,  or  assign,  or  suffer  any  other  person 
to  occupy,  the  demised  premises;  nor  shall  he, 
without  such  approval,  carry  on  any  business 
therein  other  than  that  for  which  the  premises 
are  leased. 

5.  The  lessee  shall  not  throw,  or  permit  to 
be  tlirown,  into  any  part  of  the  market  limits, 
or  suffer  to  remain  within  the  demised  premises, 
any  animal  substance,  scraping,  or  any  kind  of 
dirt,  filth,  or  useless  matter,  but  shall  keep  and 
remove  the  same  as  the  director  or  either  of 
his  deputies  shall  direct. 

6.  The  lessee  shall  pay  his  rent  in  monthly 
payments  to  the  city  collector,  on  or  before  the 
first  day  each  month  in  advance. 

7.  The  lessee  shall  pay  all  water  rates. 

8.  The  lessee  shall  not  continue  to  employ 
any  person  within  the  market  limits  after  such 
person  shall  have  been  objected  to  by  the 
director  or  his  deputies. 

9.  The  lessee  shall  not  become  bankrupt,  or 
insolvent,  or  allow  the  demised  premises  to 
remain  unused  for  a  longer  period  than  fifteen 
days. 

10.  The  lessee  shall  not  interfere  with  or 
impede  the  director  or  his  deputies  when  entering 
the  demised  premises  to  view,  or  to  make 
repairs  or  improvements. 

11.  The  lessee  shall  have  the  demised 
premises,  on  all  week  days  except  legal  holidays 
opened  at  7  o'clock  a.  m.,  and  kept  open  until 
5  o'clock  in  the  afternoon;  or  have  them  opened 
and  closed  at  such  other  hours  as  the  Super- 
intendent of  Public  Buildings  or  the  director 
or  his  deputies  may  from  time  to  time  order. 

12.  The  lessee  shall  quit  and  deliver  up  the 
demised  premises  peaceably  and  quietly  at  the 
end  of  the  term,  in  as  good  order  and  condition 
as  the  same  are  at  the  beginning  of  the  term, 
or  may  be  put  into  during  the  term. 

The  lessee  shall  also  agree  that  on  the  violation 
of  any  of  the  foregoing  conditions,  the  city  by  the 
Superintendent  of  Public  Buildings  or  the  director 
or  his  deputies  may,  without  notice,  and  forcibly 
if  necessary,  enter  upon  and  take  possession  of  the 
demised  premises,  and  expel  the  lessee  and  his 
assigns,  and  that  by  such  violation  the  lease  shall 
be  cancelled. 

Concerning  the  Market  Division  of  the 
Public  Buildings  Department. 
Sections  thirty-one,  thirty-two,  thirty-three 
and  thirty-four  of  chapter  thirty-nine  of  the 
Revised  Ordinances  of  nineteen  hundred  and 
twenty-five  are  hereby  repealed  and  in  place 
thereof  the  following  new  sections  are  hereby 
substituted: 

Sect.  31.  No  person  shall,  within  any 
market  limits,  permit  any  box,  cask,  or  other 
receptacle,  or  any  vehicle,  or  any  horse  or  other 
beast,  to  remain  in  a  street  or  sidewalk  on  the 
Lord's  day,  except  in  the  evening  and  in  a 
place  assigned  by  the  director  of  markets  or 
his  deputies. 

Sect.  32.  No  person  shall,  within  any 
market  limits,  play  any  game,  lie  down,  sleep, 
or  behave  in  a  noisy,  disorderly,  or  riotous 
manner,  or  scuffle,  or  throw  any  missile  or 
thing  whatsoever. 

Sect.  33.  No  person  shall,  within  any 
market  limits,  neglect  or  refuse  to  obey  or 
comply  with  any  reasonable  direction  of  the 
director  of  markets  or  his  deputies  or  any  police 
officer. 

Faneuil-hall  Market  Limits. 

Sect.  34.  No  person  shall,  within  the  Faneuil- 
hall  market  limits,  sell  or  expose  for  sale  goods, 
wares  or  merchandise  in  any  place  other  than 
that  assigned  by  the  director  of  markets  or  his 
deputies,  and  except  during  the  hours  for 
keeping  open  the  market  prescribed  by  ordinance. 

Referred  to  the  Committee  on  Ordinances. 
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APPROPRIATION  FOE   MAINS  AND  WATER 
METERS. 
The  following  was  received: 

City  of  Boston, 
Office  of  the  Mayor,  August  5,  1946. 
To  the  City  Council. 

Gentlemen, — I  am  submitting  herewith  an  appro- 
priation order  for  $238,050.00,  to  be  expended  by 
the  Commissioner  of  Public  Works  for  the  relaying 
of  old  and  defective  mains,  for  repairs  to  water 
meters,  and  other  necessary  work  that  should  be 
done  as  soon  as  possible.  Much  of  this  work 
should  have  been  performed  in  prior  years,  and  now 
that  the  necessary  money  for  such  expenditures 
will  be  available  from  Water  Department  revenue, 
I  recommend  the  passage  of  the  accompanying 
order  so  that  contracts  for  material  may  be  made 
at  the  earliest  possible  moment. 

Respectfully, 
James  M.  Curley,  Mayor. 

Ordered,  That  to  meet  the  current  expenses 
payable  during  the  financial  year  beginning  with 
the  first  day  of  January,  1946,  an  additional  sum 
of  two  hundred  thirty-eight  thousand  and  fifty 
dollars  ($238,050.00)  be,  and  the  same  hereby  is, 
appropriated  from  the  income  of  the  Water  Service 
of  the  Public  Works  Department,  to  be  expended 
by  the  Commissioner  of  Public  Works. 

Referred  to  the  Executive  Committee. 


APPROPRIATION  FOR  FIRE  DEPARTMENT 
NEW  BUILDINGS. 
The  following  was  received: 

City  of  Boston, 
Office  of  the  Mayor,  August  5,  1946. 
To  the  City  Council. 

Gentlemen, — I  am  submitting  herewith  an  appro- 
priation order  for  $450,000  from  the  special  account, 
Sales  of  City  Property  for  new  buildings  for  the 
Fire  Department.  Of  this  amount  $380,000  are 
estimated  to  provide  for  the  construction  of  a  new 
building  for  Engine  No.  8,  a  new  building  for 
Engine  No.  10,  and  a  new  building  for  Engine  No. 
23.  The  balance,  $70,000,  is  estimated  as  the 
additional  amount  necessary  for  the  construction 
of  a  fire  station  in  West  Roxbury. 

I  respectfully  recommend  the  adoption  of  the 
accompanying  order  as  soon  as  possible  in  order 
that  the  work  contemplated  may  be  started  in  the 
immediate  future. 

Respectfully, 
James  M.  Curley,  Mayor. 

Ordered,  That  under  the  provisions  of  section  63 
of  chapter  44  of  the  General  Laws,  the  sum  of  four 
hundred  fifty  thousand  dollars  ($150,000)  be,  and 
the  same  hereby  is,  appropriated  from  the  special 
account,  Sales  of  City  Property,  to  be  expended 
under  the  direction  of  the  Fire  Commissioner  for 
new  buildings  for  the  Fire  Department. 

Referred  to  the  Executive  Committee. 


LEASES,    FANEUIL    HALL    AND     QUINCY 
MARKET. 

The  following  was  received: 

City  of  Boston, 
Office  of  the  Mayor,  August  5,  1946. 
To  the  City  Council. 

Gentlemen, — I  submit  herewith  an  order  relative 
to  the  leasing  of  stalls,  cellars,  and  space  in  the 
Faneuil  Hall  and  Quincy  Market  buildings,  and  the 
sub-sidewalk  space  adjacent  thereto. 

Under  the  provisions  of  this  order,  the  present 
rentals  of  space  in  and  adjacent  to  both  buildings 
will  be  increased  twenty-five  per  cent  over  the 
present  rates.  The  order  also  provides  that  leases 
be  made  by  the  Superintendent  of  Public  Buildings 
for  a  period  of  five  years.  At  the  present  time,  all 
lessees  in  these  buildings  are  tenants-at-will. 

The  accompanying  communication  from  the 
Superintendent  of  Public  Buildings  furnishes  con- 
siderable information  concerning  the  recent  history 
of  the  rental  situation  at  the  Faneuil  Hall  and 
Quincy  Markets,  and  also  furnishes  sufficient 
reason,  in  my  opinion,  to  increase  the  present 
rentals. 

I  respectfully  recommend  adoption  of  the  accom- 
panying order  by  your  Honorable  Body. 
Respectfully, 
James  M.  Curley,  Mayor. 


City  of  Boston, 
Public  Buildings  Department. 

July  30,  1946. 
Hon.  James  M.  Curley, 

Mayor  of  Boston. 

Dear  Mr.  Mayor, — For  over  eleven  (11)  years 
the  tenants  of  both  Quincy  and  Faneuil  Hall 
Markets  have  been  tenants-at-will.  This  condi- 
tion is  due  to  the  failure  of  the  city  to  negotiate 
leases  satisfactory  to  the  City  Council.  As  a 
result  of  this  a  situation  now  exists  which  makes 
it  hard  to  determine  just  where  either  the  tenants' 
or  the  city's  responsibility  begins  or  ends. 

This  letter  is  prompted  to  clarify  this  situation 
and  further  to  adjust  rentals  to  an  equitable  basis 
in  order  to  j  ustif y  the  capital  expenditures  and  the 
maintenance  cost  of  the  Markets  to  the  City  of 
Boston. 

The  principal  revenue  source  of  the  Market 
Department  is  rentals  received  for  the  use  of 
stalls,  cellars,  sidewalks  and  area  occupied  by  the 
Boston  Fruit  and  Produce  Exchange.  Under  the 
provisions  of  section  2,  chapter  21,  of  the  Revised 
Ordinances  rentals  for  areas  in  the  Market  Build- 
ings are  established  by  the  City  Council  with  the 
approval  of  the  Mayor.  Up  to  1929  it  was 
customary  for  the  City  Council  to  establish  leases 
on  a  ten-year  basis.  In  the  latter  years  despite 
the  Mayor's  recommendation  that  new  leases  be 
executed  for  a  ten-year  period  the  City  Council 
saw  fit  to  establish  the  renewals  on  a  five  (5)  year 
basis.  These  leases  were  the  last  to  be  established 
in  accordance  with  ordinance  provisions  with  the 
result  that  since  October  1934  areas  in  the  two  (2) 
Market  Buildings  have  been  rented  on  a  tenant-at- 
will  basis. 

Under  the  date  of  February  12,  1935,  the  Cor- 
poration Counsel  advised  the  City  Collector  that 
pending  the  establishment  of  terms  and  rentals  of 
the  new  Market  leases,  the  old  leases  having 
expired  on  October  1,  1934,  "I  am  of  the  opinion 
that  y®ur  Department  should  continue  to  collect 
the  rent  from  the  various  tenants  in  the  Market 
and  that  these  rents  should  be  on  the  same  basis 
as  the  rents  established  by  the  prior  leases  for  the 
respective  premises." 

Under  the  provisions  of  section  2,  lessees  of  the 
Market  are  required  to  comply  with  thirteen  con- 
ditions. These  requirements  cover  such  important 
items  as  maintenance  and  repair  of  premises,  sub- 
letting of  areas,  payment  of  rentals  and  water 
rates,  employment  of  subordinates,  hours  for 
conduct  of  business,  etc.  Since  no  leases  have 
been  in  effect  during  the  past  eleven  (11)  years 
and  nine  (9)  months  there  is  a  serious  question 
whether  the  occupants  of  areas  have  been  or  are 
subject  to  the  lease  regulations  provided  by  the 
ordinance. 

Prior  to  1943  the  Market  Division  was  a  separate 
department.  In  this  year  by  Act  of  the  Legis- 
lature adopted  by  the  City  Council  and  approved 
by  the  Mayor  the  Market  Department  as  such  was 
abolished  and  placed  under  the  jurisdiction  of  the 
Public  Buildings  Department. 

The  buildings  and  lands  of  the  Quincy  Markets 
are  assessed  at  $1,400,000,  that  of  Faneuil  Hall  at 
$800,000.  The  annual  income  from  both  Markets 
is  $93,844  when  fully  occupied.  This  year's  budget 
for  Quincy  Market  is  $19,860.  Repairs  and 
maintenance  will  approximate  for  this  year 
$15,000.  If  the  additional  sum  of  approximately 
$1,000,000  spent  during  the  last  twenty-five  (25) 
years  for  major  reconstruction  be  prorated  it  will 
be  realized  that  no  private  corporation  could  stay 
long  in  business  paying  taxes  on  above  valuations 
with  such  an  annual  income.  The  second  floor  of 
the  Quincy  Market  is  occupied  by  the  Boston  Fruit 
and  Produce  Exchange.  Up  to  January  1,  1933, 
their  annual  rental  per  year  was  $13,350.  In  that 
year  their  rental  was  reduced  to  $10,000,  and  again 
in  1944  it  was  reduced  to  $7,500. 

I  recommend  that  the  rental  of  cellars,  stalls, 
and  sidewalk  including  quarters  occupied  by  the 
Boston  Fruit  and  Produce  Exchange  on  the  second 
floor  of  the  Quincy  Market  be  leased  for  a  period 
of  not  less  than  three  (3)  years  at  a  25  per  cent 
yearly  increase  of  the  present  rentals.  Attached 
find  a  schedule  of  present  occupants  with  quarterly- 
rental  amounts. 

At  present  the  consumption  of  water  in  the 
Market  is  divided  into  two  classes;  one  class  of 
tenants  is  served  by  a  general  meter  and  the  other 
by  individual  meters.  Consumption  indicated  by 
the  general  meter  is  assessed  according  to  the 
reading  on  each  meter  and  the  tenants  involved 
are  billed  quarterly.  The  water  bill  for  the  general 
meter  is  sent  to  the  Superintendent  of  Markets; 
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this  water  bill  will  approximate  S600.  It  is  our 
intention  to  have  every  service  metered  at  the 
earliest  possible  moment,  hut  us  there  are  approxi- 
mately 100  services  and  :i  shortage  of  meters  this 
will  of  necessity  take  time. 

1  recommend  during  this  period  that  the  Super- 
intendent of  Public  Buildings  be  given  authority 
to  levy  a  charge  not  to  exceed  $5  for  the  first  faucet 
and  12  for  each  faucet  thereafter. 

In  \  ie\v  of  the  1943  Act  of  the  Legislature  which 
abolished  the  Market  Department  as  such  and 
desirious  of  approaching  this  new  problem  of  the 
Public  Buildings  Department  on  a  business  basis, 
I  suggest  to  your  Honor  the  above  recommenda- 
tions be  incorporated  in  an  order  and  presented  to 
the  City  Council. 

Respectfully  yours, 

James  E.  Sullivan, 
Superintendent  of  Public  Buildings. 

Ordered,  That  the  Superintendent  of  Public 
Buildings  be  authorized,  with  the  approval  of  the 
Mavor,  to  lease  for  a  term  of  five  years  from 
October  1,  1940,  the  stalls,  cellars  and  space  in  the 
Quincy  and  Faneuil  Hall  Market  Buildings,  and 
the  sub-sidewalk  space  adjacent  thereto,  at  an 
annual  rental  of  twenty-five  per  cent  more  than  the 
present,  rental,  to  such  of  the  present  occupants  of 
such  stalls,  cellars  and  space  as  shall  notify  the 
Superintendent  in  writing  that  they  desire  to  retain 
their  respective  holdings,  and  otherwise  shall  give 
such  leases  to  such  suitable  persons  as  shall  be 
approved  by  the  Mayor;  said  leases  to  be  on  the 
terms  and  conditions  set  forth  in  the  ordinances 
of  the  city  relative  thereto;  and  on  the  additional 
condition  that  such  tenants  not  furnished  water  on 
metered  service  shall  pay,  until  such  time  as  meters 
are  installed,  five  dollars  per  annum  for  the  first 
faucet  and  two  dollars  more  per  annum  for  each 
additional  faucet. 

Referred  to  the  Committee  on  Ordmances. 


SALE    OF    COMMERCIAL    STREET   LAND- 

The  following  was  received: 

City  of  Boston, 
Office  of  the  Mayor,  August  5,  1946. 
To  the  Honorable  the  City  Council. 

Gentlemen, — I  present  herewith  an  order  for  the 
sale  of  a  certain  parcel  of  city-owned  land  con- 
taining approximately  four  thousand  eight  hundred 
forty-seven  (4,847)  square  feet,  situated  on  the 
westerly  side  of  Commercial  street,  between 
Battery  street  and  Salutation  street,  Boston 
Proper.  The  proposed  sale  of  this  parcel  of  land 
is  to  be  held  at  public  auction  at  an  upset  price  of 
five  thousand  dollars  ($5,000). 

The  City  of  Boston  acquired  this  parcel  of  land 
by  purchase  in  the  year  1866  for  the  purpose  of 
erecting  thereon  a  station  house  for  the  harbor 
police.  The  station  house  building  erected  thereon 
has  been  razed  for  more  than  twenty-five  years  and 
the  land  has  remained  unoccupied  and  unproduc- 
tive. 

The  Board  of  Street  Commissioners  have  the 
care  and  maintenance  of  the  parcel  of  vacant  land 
and  they  inform  me  that  this  land  is  not  in  use  by 
the  City  and  they  know  of  no  future  use  for  same. 
The  Board  further  inform  me  that  they  have 
received  a  bona  fide  offer  for  the  purchase  of  said 
parcel  of  property  and  suggest  that  this  property 
be  put  up  for  sale  at  public  auction,  with  an  upset 
price  of  $5,000. 

I  am  of  the  opinion  that  it  would  be  advantageous 
to  the  city  if  this  parcel  of  vacant,  nonproduc- 
tive and  nontaxable  land  was  sold.  There- 
fore, I  recommend  that  this  parcel  of  land  be  sold 
at  public  auction  at  an  upset  price  of  $5,000,  and 
your  consideration  and  passage  of  the  accompany- 
ing order. 

Respectfully, 
James  M.  Cukley,  Mayor. 

City  of  Boston, 
Street  Laying-Out  Department, 

August  2,  1946. 
Hon.  James  M.  Curley, 

Mayor  of  Boston 
Dear  Sir,— We  have  received  a  written  offer  for 
the  purchase  of  land  owned  by  the  city  and  in 
control  of  this  department,  situated  on  Commercial 
street  at  the  corner  of  Battery  street,  containing 
approximately  5,000  square  feet  of  land,  more  or 
less,  from  Louis  A.  Zwick,  of  1017  Columbus 
avenue.     His  offer  to  purchase  is  at  a  price  of 


$5,000,  and  he  lias  .submitted  with  the  offer  a 
certified  check  for  $500  as  evidence  of  good  faith, 
with  the  request  that  early  action  be  taken. 

Inasmuch  as  this  land  is  not,  in  use  by  the  city, 
and  this  Hoard  knows  of  no  future  use  for  same, 
it  is  our  suggestion  that  this  property  be  put  up  for 
sale  at  public,  auction,  with  an  upset  price  of  $5,000 
and  we  submit  the  same  for  your  consideration. 
If  this  suggestion  meets  with  your  approval  it  is 
also  necessary  to  obtain  the  approval  of  the  City 
Council  before  proceeding  with  the  sale. 
Very  truly  yours, 
Richard  L.  Casey,  Chairman. 

Whereas,  The  City- of  Boston  is  the  owner  of  a 
certain  parcel  of  land  containing  approximately 
four  thousand  eight  hundred  forty-seven  (4,847) 
square  feet  of  land  situated  on  the  westerly  side  of 
Commercial  street,  between  Battery  street  and 
Salutation  street,  Boston  Proper.  This  parcel  of 
land  was  purchased  by  the  City  of  Boston  in  1866 
and  the  deed  thereto  is  recorded  with  Suffolk 
Deeds,  Book  878,  page  215;    and 

Whereas,  This  parcel  of  land  is  no  longer  needed 
for  public  purposes;  now,  therefore,   it  is  hereby 

Ordered,  That  the  Board  of  Street  Commis- 
sioners of  the  City  of  Boston  be,  anil  they  hereby 
are,  authorized  in  the  name  and  behalf  of  the 
City  of  Boston  to  sell  at  public  auction  at  an 
upset  price  of  five  thousand  dollars  ($5,000)  all  the 
City  of  Boston's  right,  title  and  interest  in  and  to 
the  said  parcel  of  land  hereinafter  described;  and  it 
is  hereby  further 

Ordered,  That  his  Honor  the  Mayor  of  the  City 
of  Boston  be  and  he  hereby  is,  authorized  in  the 
name  and  behalf  of  the  City  of  Boston  to  execute 
and  deliver  to  a  purchaser  at  said  public  auction 
a  written  instrument  satisfactory  in  form  to  the 
Law  Department  of  the  City  of  Boston,  conveying 
all  the  City  of  Boston's  right,  title  and  interest 
in  and  to  said  parcel  of  land,  bounded  and  described 
as  follows: 

Northerly  by  the  southerly  side  line  of  Battery 
street,  ninety-six  and  35-100  (96.35)  feet;  easterly 
by  the  westerly  side  line  of  Commercial  street  as 
established  under  a  resolve  and  order  of  the 
Board  of  Street  Commissioners  of  the  City  of 
Boston  passed  October  17,  1944,  and  approved 
October  23,  1944,  by  two  measurements,  thirteen 
and  24-100  (13.24)  feet  in  a  curve  of  ten  (10) 
feet  radius  and  thirty-eight  and  58-100  (38.58) 
feet  respectively;  southerly  by  the  northerly  side 
line  of  Salutation  street,  one  hundred  seventeen 
and  44-100  (117.44)  feet;  westerly  by  land  now 
or  formerly  of  Jennie  E.  Wooley,  forty-two  and 
76-100  (42.76)  feet;  containing  four  thousand 
eight  hundred  forty-seven  (4,847)  square  feet  of 
land,  more  or  less.  The  above  described  parcel 
of  land  and  all  of  said  measurements  are  shown 
on  a  plan  marked  "City  of  Boston,  Battery  Street, 
Salutation  Street,  Commercial  Street,  Boston 
Proper,  October  19,  1944,  William  J.  Sullivan, 
Chief  Engineer,  Street  Laying-Out  Department" 
on  file  in  the  office  of  said  department,  City  Hall, 
Boston,   Mass. 

Referred   to   the   Committee   on   Public   Lands. 


REPAIRS  TO  SUMNER  TRAFFIC  TUNNEL. 

The  following  was  received: 

City  of  Boston, 
Office  of  the  Mayor,  August  5,  1946. 
To  the  City  Council. 

Gentlemen, — I  am  submitting  herewith  an 
appropriation  order  for  $30,100,  to  be  expended 
by  the  Commissioner  of  Public  Works  for  necessary 
repairs  to  the  Sumner  Traffic  Tunnel.  The  most 
important  repair  is  in  connection  with  the  cable 
system  which  is  used  to  operate  the  ventilating 
apparatus  in  the  Tunnel,  and  which  has  dete- 
riorated beyond  repair,  and  must  be  replaced. 
As  this  expenditure  is  necessary  for  the  proper 
ventilation  of  the  Tunnel,  and  as  the  estimated 
revenue  for  the  year  will  amply  provide  for  this 
appropriation,  I  respectfully  recommend  the  pas- 
sage of  the  accompanying  order. 

Respectfully, 
James  M.  Curley,  Mayor. 

Ordered,  That  to  meet  the  current  expenses  pay- 
able during  the  financial  year  beginning  with  the 
first  day  of  January,  1946,  an  additional  sum  of 
thirty  thousand  one  hundred  dollars  ($30,100) 
be,  and  the  same  hereby  is,   appropriated  from 
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the  income  of  the  Sumner  Traffic  Tunnel,  to  be 
expended  by  the  Commissioner  of  Public  Works. 
Any  excess  of  expenditures  over  income  shall  be 
met  by  taxes. 

Referred  to  the  Executive  Committee. 


VISITOR'S   DIRECTORY. 

The  following  was  received: 

City  of  Boston, 
Office  of  the  Mayor,  August  5,  1946. 
To  the  City  Council. 

Gentlemen, — I  submit  herewith  an  order 
authorizing  the  City  Clerk  to  revise,  and  have 
printed,  the  Visitor's  Directory,  in  such  amounts 
as  may  appear  necessary . 

The  Visitor's  Directory  was  last  revised  and 
printed  in  1943.  Since  that  time,  changes  have 
occurred  which  make  it  necessary  to  bring  this 
booklet  up  to  date.  The  booklet  will  be  most 
valuable  for  distribution  during  the  Veterans  of 
Foreign  Wars  and  other  conventions  coming  to  our 
city  late  in  the  summer  and  early  fall. 

I  respectfully  request  passage  of  the  accom- 
panying order. 

Respectfully, 
James  M.  Cubley,  Mayor. 

Ordered,  That  the  City  Clerk  be  authorized  to 
revise  and  have  printed  from  time  to  time  for 
free  distribution,  the  Visitor's  Directory,  the 
expense  thereof  to  be  charged  to  the  Contingent 
Fund. 

Referred  to  the  Executive  Committee. 


PERMITS     FOR     CHILDREN      NEWSBOYS 
AND   BOOTBLACKS. 

Petition  for  twelve  minors  to  be  licensed  as 
newsboys  and  five  minors  to  be  licensed  as  boot- 
blacks received  from  Peter  Clark,  48  Sagamore 
street,  Dorchester. 

Permits  granted  under  usual  conditions. 


PETITION   OF   MARY   E.   MELLYN. 

Petition  of  Mary  E.  Mellyn  to  be  paid  an 
annuity  on  account  of  the  death  of  her  brother, 
Thomas  F.  Mellyn,  a  member  of  the  Fire  Depart- 
ment, who  died  on  February  14,  1945,  on  account 
of  injuries  received  in  the  performance  of  his 
duty. 

Referred  to  the  Executive  Committee. 


PETITION   OF   GERTRUDE    M. 
FULLERTON. 

Petition  of  Gertrude  M.  Fullerton  to  be  paid  an 
annuity  on  account  of  the  death  of  her  husband, 
Frederick  P.  Fullerton,  a  member  of  the  Fire 
Department,  who  died  on  September  26,  1936,  on 
account  of  injuries  received  in  performance  of  his 
duty. 

Referred  to  the  Executive  Committee. 


PETITIONS  t  REFERRED. 

The  following  petitions  were  received  and 
referred  to  the  committee  named,  viz.: 

Claims. 

Fred  Beswick,  for  compensation  for  damage 
to  car  by  city  truck. 

Mary  L.  Campbell,  for  compensation  for  injuries 
caused  by  an  alleged  defect  in  Selwyn  street, 
Roslindale. 

Margaret  Conley,  for  compensation  for  injuries 
caused  by  an  alleged  defect  at  23  Claymoss  road. 

Samuel  Dietchman,  to  be  reimbursed  for  acci- 
dent which  occurred  while  in  performance  of  duty. 

Robert  DuBay  and  Silvia  D.  Whitt,  for  com- 
pensation for  injuries  and  damage  to  property  by 
city  car. 

Nicola  Dellorusso,  for  compensation  for 
damage  to  property  at  3  Lewis  street,  caused  by 
discharge  of  water. 

Charles  J.  Feeney,  to  be  reimbursed  for  back 
wages  as  greenskeeper. 


Forest  Hills  Cemetery,  for  compensation  for 
damage  to  car  by  city  truck. 

Mary  E.  Gray,  for  compensation  for  injuries 
caused  by  an  alleged  defect  in  Blue  Hill  avenue. 

Hesse  Machine  and  Manufacturing  Com- 
pany, Inc.,  for  compensation  for  damage  to  truck 
by  police  wagon. 

George  Kahn,  M.  D.,  for  compensation  for 
damage  to  car  by  snowplow. 

Mary  L.  Kelleher,  to  be  reimbursed  for  damage 
to  clothing  caused  by  being  sprayed  by  city  truck. 

The  Management  Corporation,  for  compensation 
for  damage  to  truck. 

Francis  T.  and  Gladys  McNeil,  for  compensa- 
tion for  damage  to  property  at  46  King  street, 
caused  by  bursting  of  water  pipes. 

Mrs.  J.  Jj.  Moore,  for  compensation  for  injuries 
caused  by  an  alleged  defect  in  Faneuil  Hall  Market. 

Mrs.  Joseph  Pantell,  for  compensation  for 
damage  to  water  boiler  by  workmen  of  Water 
Department  at  156  Lexington  street,  East  Boston. 

Frank  Pullatti,  for  refund  on  pedler's  license 
and  plate. 

Maria  Rubino,  for  compensation  for  injuries 
caused  by  an  alleged  defect  in  Winship  street. 

Henry  Schuhmacher,  for  compensation  for 
injuries  caused  by  an  alleged  defect  in  Fenwood 
road. 

Wolfe  Silverstein,  for  compensation  for  damage 
to  car  by  city  truck. 

Samuel  Thai,  for  rebate  on  water  bills. 

Turner  Centre  System,  Inc.,  to  be  reimbursed 
for  ice  cream  cabinet  loaned  to  City  Hospital. 


DRIVEWAY   OPENINGS. 

.  Petition  of  James  J.  Heggie,  Jr.,  and  James 
Grant  for  driveway  opening  at  194  Freeport  street. 

Petition  of  Irving  S.  Stone  for  driveway  opening 
at  2,  4,  6  Warren  avenue. 

Petition  of  Mayflower  Motors,  Inc.,  for  driveway 
opening  at  2018  Centre  street. 

Referred  to  the  Committee  on  Licenses. 


VOTING   MACHINES. 

Notice  was  received  from  the  City  of  Boston 
Board  of  Election  Commissioners  of  action  taken 
on  purchase  and  use  of  voting  machines  in  the 
City  of  Boston. 

Placed  on  file. 


APPOINTMENTS      AND      RESIGNATIONS. 

The  following  was  received: 

Notice  of  appointment  of  Raymond  M.  Callahan, 
19  Myrtle  street,  Boston,  as  inspector  of  housing 
and  sanitation  in  the  City  of  Boston  Health 
Department. 

Resignation  of  Frederick  J.  Bailey,  M.  D.  from 
the  office  of  the  Health  Commissioner,  City  of 
Boston  Health  Department. 

Notice  of  appointment  of  Mary  Moore  Beatty, 
M.  D.,  of  2017  Commonwealth  avenue,  Boston, 
to  be  a  Trustee  of  the  Boston  City  Hospital  for 
the  term  ending  April  30,  1951,  vice  Roger  T. 
Doyle,  M.  D. 

Notice    of    appointment    of    John    H.    Cauley 
M.   D.,   of   8   Carruth  street,    Dorchester,   to  be 
Health  Commissioner  of  the  City  of  Boston  for 
the  term  ending  April  30,  1950,   vice  Frederick   J. 
Bailey,  M.  D.,  resigned. 

Placed  on  file. 


FIRE   PREVENTION. 

The  following  was  received: 

City  of  Boston, 
Finance  Commission,  August  2,  1946. 
To  the  Mayor  and  City  Council. 

The  Finance  Commission  again  desires  to 
emphasize  certain  points  in  regard  to  fire  preven- 
tion in  Boston  which  were  discussed  broadly  in  a 
staff  report  addressed  to  the  Mayor  and  the  Fire 
Commissioner  in  June.  Inasmuch  as  cooperation 
is  necessary  from  both  the  City  Council  and  the 
Legislature  in  solving  the  present  difficulties  in  the 
way  of  effective  fire  protection,  the  Commission 
deems  it  proper  to  include  the  City  Council  in  this 
discussion. 


3S2 


CITY     COUNCIL. 


In  1929,  a  commission  appointed  by  the  Mayor, 
which  included  some  of  the  best  known  in  fire  pre- 
vention work,  made  an  exhaustive  report  showing 
the  deficiencies  in  the  Boston  way  of  preventing 
fires.  It  made  numerous  recommendations  looking 
to  an  improved  service.  Unfortunately  little 
change  in  method  resulted  from  this  study  and 
very  little,  if  any,  improvement. 

Meanwhile,  Boston  has  continued  to  have  serious 
losses  of  life  and  property  by  fire,  and  has  con- 
tinued to  be  rated  poorly  in  this  connection  in 
comparison  with  other  cities.  The  picture  has 
changed  somewhat  since  the  1923-1927  period 
when  the  nearest  approach  to  the  staggering  $6.30 
per  capita  loss  in  Boston  was  Detroit's  $3.12. 
Nevertheless,  in  the  period  beginning  in  1941  and 
ending  in  1945,  Boston  was  still  at  the  to?)  of  com- 
parable cities  with  a  per  capita  loss  of  $4.29,  with 
Baltimore's  $2.91  the  nearest. 

The  loss  of  life  by  fire  in  Boston  has  not  lessened 
with  the  years  of  experience.  In  1936,  it  was 
12  lives  as  against  26  in  1946  to  June  2. 

The  value  of  the  above  statistical  comparisons 
is  however  limited.  Such  figures  still  leave  un- 
answered the  questions,  "Is  the  city  doing  all  it 
can  to  prevent  loss  of  life  and  property  by  fire? 
Is  the  city  doing  all  it  can  to  reduce  the  runs  of 
the  Fire  Department?  "  It  is  the  number  of  runs 
of  the  Fire  Department  which  makes  necessary 
the  heavy  pay  roll  and  equipment  expense. 

Whether  the  city  is  doing  all  it  can  may  be  sum- 
marized in  the  following  conclusions.  In  this  sur- 
vey the  Finance  Commission  has  been  aided  by 
recognized  experts  in  the  field  of  fire  prevention. 

Conclusions. 

1.  While  some  progress  has  been  made  in  the 
fire  prevention  program  of  the  Fire  Department, 
there  is  much  still  to  be  done. 

2.  The  present  Deputy  Chief  in  charge  of  the 
Fire  Prevention  Division  appears  to  have  done  as 
much  as  he  could  within  the  limitations  imposed 
on  him. 

3.  There  seems  to  be  agreement  that  the  addi- 
tion of  a  few  specialists  to  the  staff  of  the  Fire 
Prevention  Division  and  the  acquisition  of  certain 
equipment  will  aid  materially  in  making  a  fire 
prevention  program  effective. 

4.  There  are  entirely  too  few  inspections  of 
buildings  to  carry  out  a  fire  prevention  program; 
this  can  be  remedied  by  using  fire  company  per- 
sonnel in  this  work. 

5.  There  has  been  no  training  of  the  latter 
personnel  in  this  work  and  there  are  very  few  with 
special  training  for  more  technical  inspections  in 
the  staff  of  the  Fire  Prevention  Division. 

6.  Recruitment  for  the  staff  of  the  Fire  Preven- 
tion Division  does  not  provide  for  qualification  by 
examination  or  some  suitable  process  of  selectivity. 
■  7.  There  are  obstacles  in  the  form  of  legal 
difficulties,  administrative  needs  and  interdepart- 
mental relationship  which  stand  in  the  way  of  a 
successful  program. 

8.  In  some  quarters  of  the  Department,  there 
is  an  apparent  lack  of  enthusiasm  for  fire  preven- 
tion activity.  This  can  only  be  remedied  by 
executive  action  if  a  program  is  to  succeed. 

9.  There  has  been  little  educating  and  winning 
of  cooperation  of  the  public  by  a  suitable  public 
relations  program. 

10.  The  Fire  Prevention  Division  is  handi- 
capped by  the  bulk  of  the  staff  time  and  office 
space  allotted  to  and  the  issuance  of  oil  permits 
and  the  collection  of  fees  therefor. 

11.  By  uncovering  more  fire  hazards  and  re- 
ducing the  time  lapse  between  complaint  and  cor- 
rection, Boston  can  experience  the  same  reduction 
in  fires  as  in  the  case  of  many  other  cities;  and 
needless  loss  of  life  and  property  as  well  as  needless 
exposure  of  personnel  to  fire-fighting  risks  can  be 
eliminated  in  fires  attributable  to  discoverable 
hazards. 

12.  The  Department  does  not  give  proper 
emphasis  to  effectiveness  in  fire  prevention.  It 
spreads  the  responsibility  over  too  large  a  number 
of  officers  to  be  adequately  effective. 

13.  The  Department  operates  without  a  fire 
prevention  code.  It  therefore  has  no  recognized 
basis  for  its  fire  prevention  work,  outside  the 
general  statute. 

Some  suggestions  which  the  above  criticisms 
inspire  are  broad  in  scope  and  require  some  pre- 
liminary planning  to  get  started.  There  are 
others,  however,  which  are  not  only  essential  but 
which  may  be  adopted  or  embarked  upon  at  once. 
It  seems  important  that  these  few  suggestions  be 
now  singled  out  for  emphasis  in  order  that  a  cor- 
rective program  be  undertaken  at  once. 


Interdepartmental  Relations:  Legal  Gaps. 
In  the  first  place,  there  are  several  points  of  con- 
flict between  the  Building  Department  and  the 
Fire  Department  in  the  field  of  fire  safety  which 
have  to  be  adjusted.  The  following  are  some 
illustrations: 

a.  Chutes. —  In  many  apartment  buildings  in 
Boston  dumbwaiter  shafts  have  been  converted 
to  refuse  chutes.  The  Building  Code  requires  only 
a  certain  type  of  lining  for  safety  requirements; 
the  Fire  Department  insists  that  such  a  situation 
is  a  hazard  unless  a  sprinkler  is  installed. 

b.  Incinerators. —  Many  apartment  houses 
have  incinerators  located  in  stair  halls  close  to 
stairways.  The  Fire  Department  considers  this  a 
fire  hazard  and  the  fire  record  appears  to  bear 
them  out. 

c.  Abandoned  and  Dilapidated  Buildings. — 
Scattered  throughout  the  city  are  many  pieces  of 
property  which  have  been  abandoned  by  their 
owners  and  left  to  disintegrate  and  eventually  fall 
into  the  hands  of  the  city.  The  Fire  Department 
regards  many  of  these  as  fire  hazards;  in  fact, 
many  fires  have  developed  from  these  hazards 
which  have  threatened  adjoining  buildings  and 
entire  neighborhoods.  Yet  many  such  structures 
still  exist  and  often  they  are  open  to  trespass  and 
the  elements. 

d.  Common  Causes  of  Fire. —  Under  present 
law  defective  smoke  pipes  and  related  fire  causes 
must  be  reported  to  the  Building  Department  for 
correction.  The  Fire  Department  contends  that 
this  lengthy  process  permits  the  continuation  of  a 
prolific  source  of  fire,  particularly  during  the 
winter;  whereas,  if  the  Fire  Department  had 
authority  to  compel  correction  of  the  defect,  a 
nuisance  could  be  abated  more  expeditiously. 

The  above  discussion  indicates  that  there  is  a 
definite  field  of  conflict  between  the  two  depart- 
ments in  the  matter  of  fire  safety.  If  any  weight 
is  to  be  given  to  the  judgment  of  the  officers  of  the 
Fire  Department  who  presumably  are  specialists 
in  the  nature  of  fire  and  its  control,  then  clearly 
the  convictions  of  the  Fire  Department  in  the 
matter  of  the  several  items  enumerated  above 
ought  to  be  recognized. 

This  can  be  done  in  one  of  two  ways:  (1)  refer- 
ence of  plans  involving  these  items  to  the  Fire 
Department  for  approval;  (2)  incorporating  the 
judgment  of  the  Fire  Department  in  these  matters 
in  the  basic  law  by  supplementing  the  Building 
Code  to  that  extent.  In  the  interests  of  expedition 
and  elimination  of  delay  and  friction,  the  latter 
method  seems  preferable.  The  accomplishment 
of  these  changes  and  the  determination  whether 
the  Fire  Department  ought  to  have  more  voice  in 
eliminating  such  fire  hazards  as  defective  smoke 
pipe  and  other  items,  should  be  the  duty  of  some 
such  group  as  the  Building  Commissioner,  the 
Fire  Commissioner,  the  Deputy  Fire  Chief  in 
charge  of  Fire  Prevention  and  a  representative  of 
the  Law  Department.  Their  deliberations  ought 
to  result  in  plans  for: 

1.  Incorporating  the  judgment  of  the  Fire 
Department  into  the  statutory  law  controlling 
the  items  in  question ; 

2.  Establishing  a  fire  code  which  specifically 
sets  out  the  authority  and  responsibility  of  the 
Fire  Department  in  controlling  fire  hazards  and 
distinguishes  such  authority  and  responsibility 
from  that  of  the  Building  Department. 

Besides  the  need  for  clarifying  and  amending 
the  law,  there  are  other  immediate  needs  which 
can  be  met  now.     These  include: 

a.  Securing  a  trained  fire  protection  engineer. 
This  man  will  study  the  technical  aspects  of  fires, 
analyze  fire  records,  plan  inspection  work,  develop 
fire  control  methods  and,  in  general,  handle  the 
technical  work; 

b.  Securing  photographic  equipment.  This  is 
essential  in  picturing  conditions  for  prosecution 
purposes.  At  present,  a  fireman  is  using  his  own 
equipment; 

c.  Securing  adequate  legal  aid  in  finding  true 
owners  of  property,  preparing  cases  for  prosecution 
and  pushing  prosecution  more  intensively; 

d.  Relieving  the  Fire  Prevention  Division  of  a 
large  volume  of  fee  collecting  and  incidental 
clerical  work  involved  in  the  renewal  of  oil  permits, 
which  presently  occupies  much  of  the  floor  space 
and  staff  time  in  the  Fire  Prevention  Division ; 

e.  Securing  educational  films  and  publicity 
services  to  successfully  carry  on  a  program  of 
public  education. 

The  establishment  of  the  fire  prevention  work 
in  Boston  on  a  scientific  basis,  staffed  and  per- 
formed by  specially  trained  personnel,  will  have 
many  advantages.     It  will  reduce  loss  of  life  as 
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well  as  of  property.  It  will  reduce  fire  runs, 
thereby  saving  men  and  equipment.  The  saving 
in  loss  of  life  and  property  will  far  outweigh  the 
cost  to  the  Department,  and  the  results  will  be 
far  more  satisfactory  to  the  taxpayers.  At  this 
time,  when  much  new  fire  equipment  is  vitally 
needed,  but  is  unobtainable  except  in  limited 
quantities,  the  importance  of  up-to-date  fire  pre- 
vention work  cannot  be  overemphasized. 
Respectfully  submitted, 

Edward  F.  Mullen,  Chairman, 

Alexander  Wheeler, 

Leo  F.  Dunn, 

Frederick  Deane, 

The  Finance  Commission. 
Robert  E.  Cunniff,  Secretary. 
Placed  on  file. 


REPORT  OF  THE  COMMITTEE  ON  CLAIMS. 

Coun.  LINEHAN,  for  the  Committee  on 
Claims,  submitted  the  following: 

1.  The  Committee  on  Claims,  to  which  was 
referred  July  22,  1946,  the  petition  of  William  J. 
Daly  to  be  reimbursed  for  amount  of  execution 
issued  against  him  on  account  of  his  acts  as  oper- 
ator of  a  motor  vehicle  belonging  to  the  Sanitary 
Division,  Public  Works  Department,  having  con- 
sidered the  same,  respectfully  recommends  -the 
passage  of  the  accompanying  order : 

Ordered,  That  the  sum  of  four  hundred  fifty  dol- 
lars ($450)  be  allowed  and  paid  to  William  J.  Daly 
in  reimbursement  for  amount  of  execution  issued 
against  him  on  account  of  his  acts  as  operator  of  a 
motor  vehicle  belonging  to  the  Sanitary  Division, 
Public  Works  Department,  said  sum  to  be  charged 
to  the  Contingent  Fund. 

2.  'J.  he  Committee  on  Claims,  to  which  was  re- 
ferred July  22,  1946,  the  petition  of  Joseph  H. 
Schiller  to  be  reimbursed  for  amount  of  execution 
issued  against  him  on  account  of  his  acts  as  operator 
of  motor  apparatus  belonging  to  the  Fire  Depart- 
ment, having  considered  the  same,  respectfully 
recommends  the  passage  of  the  accompanying 
order : 

Ordered,  That  the  sum  of  seven  hundred  ninety- 
two  dollars  and  fifty  cents  ($792.50)  be  allowed  and 
paid  to  Joseph  H.  Schiller  in  reimbursement  for 
amount  of  execution  issued  against  him  on  account 
of  his  acts  as  operator  of  motor  apparatus  belonging 
to  the  Fire  Department,  said  sum  to  be  charged  to 
the  Contingent  Fund. 

The  reports  of  the  committee  were  accepted ;  the 
several  orders  passed. 


CLINTON  PLACE  PLAY  AREA. 

Coun.  KINSELLA  offered  the  following: 
Ordered,  That  his  Honor  the  Mayor  consider  the 
suggestion  contained  in  a  City  Council  order  of 
July  1  referring  to  the  development  and  enlarge- 
ment by  the  acquisition  of  privately  owned  land, 
of  the  city  property  in  Clinton  place,  Ward  2, 
Charlestown,  for  the  purpose  of  establishing  a  play 
area  in  one  of  the  most  badly  neglected  sections  of 
the  city. 

Coun.  KINSELLA—  Mr.  President,  on  July  1 
I  offered  a  similar  order  asking  that  the  Mayor 
purchase  a  piece  of  privately  owned  land  that 
abuts  the  city-owned  property  at  Clinton  place, 
Charlestown,  for  the  purpose  of  establishing  a 
play  area.  I  have  looked  through  subsequent 
copies  of  the  City  Record  since  that  date.  I  have 
found  no  answer  has  come  back  to  us  on  what  I 
wrote  and  suggested.  A  week  ago  yesterday,  • 
on  July  28,  I  had  occasion  to  feel  thoroughly 
ashamed  of  the  City  of  Boston  when  I  picked  up 
the  rotogravure  section  of  the  Boston  Globe.  I 
find  here  in  a  place  of  great  prominence  a  half 
dozen  pictures  taken  by  a  Globe  photographer 
dealing  with  the  attempt  of  residents  of  Charles- 
town in  this  isolated,  overcrowded  section  of 
Charlestown  to  make  up  for  the  deficiencies  of  the 
city.  I  will  read  the  article.  It  is  headed 
"Charlestown's  40  by  60  Backyard  Playground. 
Eleven  years  ago  Rudolph  H.  St.  Louis  of  26  Parker 
street,  Charlestown,  had  an  idea.  He  would 
build  a  backyard  playground  and  a  good  one,  one 
that  would  provide  a  safe  and  pleasant  recreation 
spot  for  children  so  they  could  keep  off  the  streets 
in  that  congested  neighborhood.  So  he  put  it  up 
to  his  wife.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  St.  Louis  love  children. 
They  have  four  of  their  own,  two  girls  and  two 
boys.  So  Mrs.  St.  Louis'  answer  was,  'Yes,  go 
ahead.'     With    her    cooperation    Mr.    St.    Louis 


started  his  project,  slowly  at  first,  but  in  the  last 
five  years  in  dead  earnest.  Now  the  St.  Louis 
back  yard  is  the  joy  of  every  youngster  in  the 
neighborhood."  Here  is  a  series  of  pictures  show- 
ing the  work  Mr.  St.  Louis  did  in  an  area  40  by  60, 
which  the  City  of  Boston  should  have  done  long 
ago.  About  a  year  ago  the  then  chairman  of  the 
Board  of  Recreation  came  over  to  Clinton  place 
with  me.  He  agreed  it  was  an  ideal  spot  for  a  tot 
play  area  provided  the  city  would  acquire  property 
along  the  railroad  right  of  way.  A  reasonably 
high  wall  could  be  built  there  to  keep  the  children 
from  the  railroad  tracks  and  give  them  some  of  the 
facilities  lacking  at  Ryan  Field,  commonly  known 
as  the  Sullivan  Square  Playground.  If  you  are 
familiar  with  the  area  you  will  realize  that  this 
neighborhood  is  close  to  the  Somerville  line.  In 
order  to  go  to  Sullivan  Square  Playground,  now  the 
Ryan  Playground,  children  of  all  ages  and  de- 
scriptions would  have  to  cross  through  the  rotary 
traffic  at  Rutherford  avenue,  Main  and  Cambridge 
streets.  It  is  enough  for  an  adult  to  get  through 
with  his  life  without  asking  children  to  do  the  same. 
Now  the  Boston  Globe  in  my  opinion  performed  a 
public  service  in  exposing  this  —  and  that  is  just 
about  what  this  amounts  to,  an  exposure  of  the 
deficiency  of  the  city.  Councilor  Coffey  tells  me 
for  some  years  past  some  public-spirited  gentleman 
from  East  Boston  has  done  the  same  thing  and 
has  done  it  because  of  the  failure  of  the  city  to 
provide  recreational  facilities.  We  are  in  here 
day  after  day.  We  are  asked  to  pass  on  bond 
issues  and  loan  orders  close  to  twenty  million 
dollars  in  value  now  since  the  first  of  the  year. 
Without  any  whimpering  we  have  given  them  to 
the  present  Mayor.  Yet  you  cannot  get  action  on 
something  that  might  cost  the  city  $10,000.  I 
.  might  add  this  point  before  the  record  closes.  It  is 
time  the  Council  began  to  think  of  the  people  of 
Boston  and  not  just  a  few  lieutenants. 
Passed  under  suspension  of  the  rule. 


ACCEPTANCE    OF    ETJTAW    PLACE. 

Coun.  COFFEY  offered  the  following: 
Ordered,    That   the   Board   of   Street   Commis- 
sioners be  requested,  through  his  Honor  the  Mayor, 
to  lay  out  and  accept  as  a  public  way  Eutaw  place, 
Ward  1. 

Passed  under  suspension  of  the  rule. 


MUNICIPAL  BUILDING  FOR  EAST  BOSTON. 

Coun.  COFFEY  offered  the  following: 
Ordered,  That  the  Public  Buildings  Department 
be  requested,   through  his  Honor  the  Mayor,   to 
take  the  necessary  steps  to  establish  a  Municipal 
Building  in  East  Boston. 

Passed  under  suspension  of  the  rule. 


BATHING  BEACH  AT  EAST  BOSTON. 

Coun.  COFFEY  offered  the  following: 
Ordered,  That  the  State  Public  Works  Commis- 
sioner be  requested,  through  his  Honor  the  Mayor, 
to  inform  the  Boston  City  Council  when  the  bath- 
ing beach  and  playground  which  was  taken  in  the 
extension  of  the  East  Boston  Airport  will  be 
restored  to  the  residents  of  East  Boston. 

Coun.  COFFEY— Mr.  Chairman,  I  for  one  and 
I  suppose  every  other  person  in  East  Boston 
would  like  to  know  whether  we  are  going  to  get 
some  action  from  the  state  in  regard  to  the  bathing 
beaches  and  playgrounds  taken  away  from  the 
people  of  East  Boston  by  the  expansion  of  the 
East  Boston  Airport.  I  do  not  intend  to  make 
this  a  political  issue.  I  think  both  parties  are 
responsible.  I  think  the  biggest  responsibility 
lies  on  the  shoulders  of  the  then  Governor  of 
Massachusetts,  Leverett  Saltonstall,  when  Wood 
Island  Park  was  taken.  I  suppose  some  of  you 
members  are  sick  and  tired  of  hearing  me  explain 
what  it  means  to  the  people  of  East  Boston.  It  is 
an  area  for  a  playground  that  could  not  be  sur- 
passed by  any  other  playground  in  the  United 
States.  Even  Franklin  Field  cannot  compare 
with  Wood  Island  Park  in  East  Boston.  It  is 
now  known  as  World  War  Memorial  Park.  We 
have  had  eight  natural  playgrounds  there  where 
there  could  be  eight  ball  games  playing  at  the 
same  time.  We  have  four  tennis  courts.  We  have 
an  indoor  gymnasium.  We  have  an  outdoor 
gymnasium.     We     have     a     quarter-mile     track. 
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Beyides  that  wo  have  natural  bathing  beaches 
which  we  have  lost  and  which  the  state  lias  taken 
away  to  expand  the  airport.  1  have  always  been 
anti-airport.  I  always  will  be.  The  reason  I  am 
anti-airport  is  they  have  hurt  us  and  hit  us  hard  in 
our  district.  They  even  built  hangars  right  out 
in  the  streets  of  East  Boston,  whereas  they  had 
made  a  promise  to  me  personally  that  the  only 
hangars  they  would  build  would  be  out  toward 
the  harbor.  Lo  and  behold,  we  have  a  hangar 
built  by  the  Eastern  Air  Lines  at  the  expense  of 
$230,000  right  on  Maverick  street  in  East  Boston. 
The  American  Air  Lines  contemplate  building 
another  hangar  alongside  of  that  one.  The 
Northeastern  made  a  hangar.  Before  we  get 
through  over  there  we  will  have  hangars  over  all 
the  streets  of  East  Boston.  We  know  what  the 
trucks  have  done  to  the  streets  of  East  Boston 
when  they  come  from  Peabody,  operating  twenty- 
four  hours  a  day.  It  is  a  disgrace  and  a  shame. 
All  we  are  asking  now  of  the  Public  Works  Com- 
mission of  the  state  is  when,  if  at  any  time,  they 
are  going  to  give  us  the  bathing  beaches  they  have 
promised  us.  It  it  not  only  the  bathing  beaches, 
but  they  have  also  promised  us  a  play  section,  a 
ball  park  in  the  vicinity  where  they  have  taken 
Wood  Island  Park  and  other  beaches  away  from 
us.  It  is  high  time  some  action  was  taken.  It  is 
over  three  years  since  the  airport  has  taken  Wood 
Island  Park.  They  have  not  done  anything  with 
Wood  Island  Park  yet.  They  have  not  torn  down 
the  old  shacks  which  they  intended  to  do.  They 
have  not  taken  the  houses  on  Prescolt  street  or 
the  right  of  way  of  the  old  Narrow  Gauge  Railway. 
All  I  am  asking  is,  when  do  we  in  East  Boston  get 
something  which  was  promised  to  us  by  the 
Republican  Legislature,  something  promised 
to  us  over  two  years  ago?  Only  last  year  we 
had  a  bill  passed  in  the  Legislature.  The  legislators 
themselves  went  on  record  stating  they  favor  an 
appropriation  by  the  State  Public  Works  Com- 
missioner to  give  us  a  bathing  beach  and  a  ball 
park  in  that  vicinity,  where  they  have  taken  Wood 
Island  Park.  If  we  do  not  get  some  action  on  it 
some  of  the  people  there  are  going  to  get  up  in 
arms  over  it  and  rightfully  so.  We  have  the 
biggest  population  in  the  entire  City  of  Boston, 
close  to  70,000  people.  We  have  not  got  a  bathing 
beach  in  the  town.  Something  should  be  done. 
I  think  it  should  be  done  by  the  state. 

Coun.  LINEHAN— Mr.  Chairman,  I  think  I 
remember  some  time  ago  reading  in  the  news- 
paper that  the  present  Governor  of  the  Common- 
wealth, Maurice  J.  Tobin,  did  recommend  to  the 
Legislature  an  appropriation  of  a  considerable 
amount  of  money  to  construct  a  playground  and 
also  give  the  beaches  back  to  East  Boston.  I  do 
not  know  if  the  gentleman  from  East  Boston  is 
aware  of  the  fact  but  it  is  certainly  a  fact  the 
money  is  already  appropriated  this  year.  I  would 
like  to  know  in  going  along  with  the  gentle- 
man from  East  Boston  (Coun.  Coffey)  if  that 
money  will  be  spent  this  year  or  next  year.  I 
sincerely  hope  this  order  gets  some  action  for 
the  gentleman.  I  think  it  might  come  under 
M.D.C.  I  am  not  sure.  Anyhow,  I  sincerely 
hope  some  action  is  secured  from  the  department 
heads  under  the  Governor,  who  as  I  said  before 
has  already  requested  and  received  the  O.K.  of 
the  Legislature  in  regard  to  a  huge  appropriation. 

Coun.  COFFEY— May  I  add  I  am  aware  of 
the  fact,  Mr.  Chairman,  that  the  Governor  did 
sign  a  bill  introducing  this  matter  to  the  Legislature. 
It  was  introduced  by  two  local  representatives 
and  myself.  All  we  are  waiting  for  is  some  action. 
Another  summer  is  almost  gone  and  no  action 
has  been  taken  as  yet.  Every  day  at  least  a 
thousand  trucks  run  over  the  streets  of  East 
Boston  from  Peabody  with  fill  from  the  Peabody 
quarry  for  the  East  Boston  Airport.  They  are 
making  sure  that  the  airport  gets  everything  they 
want  in  the  expansion.  Nothing  has  been  done 
up  to  now  for  any  playground  or  ball  park  which 
they  promised  us  and  which  the  Governor  has 
signed  for. 

Passed  under  suspension  of  the  rule. 


which  creates  a  health  menace  to  persons  using  the 
South  Boston  beaches  during  hot  days. 
Passed  under  suspension  of  the  rule. 


SMOKE  NUISANCE  FROM  DUMP  FIRE. 

Coun.  LINEHAN  and  HANNON  offered  the 
following: 

Ordered,  That  the  Health  Commissioner  be 
requested,  through  his  Honor  the  Mayor,  to  take 
immediate  steps  to  abate  the  smoke  nuisance 
caused  by  the  burning  of  rubbish  on  a  dump  off 
the  Old  Colony  Boulevard,  near  Columbia  Circle, 


CLEANING  SOUTH  BOSTON  BEACHES. 

Coun.  LINEHAN  and  SCANNELL  offered  the 
following: 

Ordered,  That  the  Park  Commission  be 
requested,  through  his  Honor  the  Mayor,  to  take 
immediate  steps  to  clean  the  South  Boston  bathing 
beaches  and  to  arrange  to  put  on  additional  help 
in  order  to  keep  them  clean  for  the  remainder  of 
the  summer  season;  also  to  place  more  rubbish 
containers  on  the  beaches  and  to  install  warning 
signs  instructing  the  public  to  deposit  waste  paper, 
rubbish,  etc.,  in  said  containers. 

Coun.   LINEHAN — Mr.  Chairman,   I  think  as 
time  goes  on  we  will  finally  run  into  a  situation 
where  the  Boston  City  Councilors  will  be  asking 
the  M.  D.  C.  to  take  over  our  beaches  due  to  the 
poor  condition  in  which  they  have    been  kept  in 
recent  months.     Up  to  this  year  I  have  not  favored 
the  M.  D.  C.  taking  over  our  beaches.     I  am  be- 
ginning to  believe  probably  it  would  be  a  good 
thing.     It  will  be  a  saving  to  the  taxpayers  of  the 
City  of  Boston.     At  the  same  time  we  might  get 
some  good  service  from  the  M.  D.  C.     In  talking 
in  regard  to  this  particular  order  I  would  like  to 
quote  from  the  South  Boston  Gazzette,  our  leading 
newspaper  in   South   Boston.     "Project  Associa- 
tion  demands   conditions   at   bathing   beaches   be 
improved.     Once  again   the  annual  sqawk  about, 
the  neglect  at  the  L  Street  baths  and  the  Strandway 
beaches  is  being  heard.     This  year  if  possible  the 
noise   and   demands   that   something   be  done  to 
improve  conditions  are  perhaps  a  little  louder  than 
usual.     How  effective  it  will  be  is  something  that 
time  and  the  Park  Commission  and  its  many  assist- 
ants  and   the  Police  Department  will  determine. 
Last  week  a  delegation  of  patrons  followed  through 
on  previous  complaints  and  demanded  that  Mayor 
James  M.  Curley  do  something  about  increasing 
personnel  at  the  L  Street  bath  and  also  order 
that  lockers  unused  for  lack  of  repairs  be  put  into 
serviceable  shape.     On  the  heels  of  these  demands 
to  City   Hall,  local  residents  feel  that  not  only 
should  L  street  get  some  attention  but  something 
should  be  done  about  remedying  a  bad  situation 
that  prevails  all  along  the  Strandway  from  Colum- 
bia Station  over  to  Castle  Island  bridge.     Armed 
with    figures    of    objectionable    features    obtained 
through  personal  investigations,  members  of  the 
Old  Harbor  Village  Parents'  Association,  one  of  the 
better  known  organizations  in  the  Housing  Project, 
Monday  night  went  and  held  a  well-attended  meet- 
ing.    The  members  and  some  of  the  invited  guests 
pulled  no  punches  in  telling   what  they  thought 
was  wrong  with  conditions  along  the  Strandway. 
They  ended  up  by  demanding  that  those  respon- 
sible for  this  serious  situation  do  something  about  it 
before  the  ice  skating  season  sets  in  and  Columbus 
Park  is  flooded  for  winter  sport  use.     They  ap- 
pealed  to   their   duly   elected   officials   for   action. 
The  members  of  the  Association  demanded  among 
many  things  that  the  city  officials  help  educate 
the  public  to  dispose  of  the  rubbish  by  putting  it 
into  suitable  containers  to  be  furnished  by  the  Park 
Department.     They  also  want  a  campaign  to  pre- 
vent breaking  glass  on  the  beaches  and  also  the 
removal  of   this   dangerous   menace  which  causes 
hundreds  of  beach  accidents  each  season.     Going 
all  the  way  down  the  line  they  want  clam  digging 
stopped  at  low  tide.     This  they  insist  must  stop 
as  youngsters  fall  into  the  unfilled  holes  left  by 
unlicensed  clammers  and  drowning  may  result." 
I  quote  this  particular  item  in  the  newspaper  just 
to  show  that  these  complaints  are  not  as  a  result  of 
what  the  councilor  from  Ward  6,  or  rather  Ward  7, 
(Coun.  Linehan)  says.     They  are  the  complaints 
of   many   residents    of   the    district.     I   am   also 
filing  another  order  in  regard  to  a  smoke  nuisance 
which   exists  at   the   present  time   out  near  Col- 
umbia   Circle.        I    think    the    gentleman    from 
Ward    13    (Coun.    Hannon)    is   going   along   with 
me  on  that.     It  is  just  one  of  those  things  where 
this  particular  group,  the  Old  Harbor  Village  Club, 
have  voiced  their  opinions  to  the  city  through  his 
Honor  the  Mayor.     I  do  not  know  whether  it  is  a 
fact  or  not — I  am  assuming  it  is  so — up  to  now  no 
action   has   resulted.     Of   course   that   is   nothing 
unusual  for  me  to  find,  because  I  have  filed  quite 
a  few  orders  since  the  first  of  year  requesting  this 
or  that.     I  do  not  believe  I  have  had  an  answer 
to  one  of  my  orders  since  the  first  of  the  year.     I 
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do  not  know  what  the  other  councilors  are  getting 
for  answers  in  regard  to  their  orders.  That  is  the 
situation  in  which  I  find  myself.  That  is  to  say, 
it  seems  to  me  the  so-called  head  of  the  city  govern- 
ment, his  Honor  the  Mayor,  elected  by  almost  a 
majority  of  those  voting  in  the  last  election,  pays 
absolutely  almost  no  attention  to  most  of  the 
councilors'  orders  and  no  attention  to  the  orders  of 
the  gentleman  from  Ward  7  (Coun.  Linehan). 
I  do  not  know  if  it  is  due  to  the  fact  that  the  gentle- 
man downstairs  does  not  like  the  gentleman  from 
Ward  7.  But  after  all  I  only  represent  many 
voters  and  many  citizens  in  Ward  7.  I  am  not 
really  speaking  for  myself.  You  get  kind  of  sick 
and  tired  after  a  while  of  at  least  not  getting  an 
answer  back  so  that  you  can  tell  the  citizens  of 
Boston,  particularly  in  my  ward  and  Ward  7,  where 
many  people  did  vote  for  Mayor  Curley  for  mayor. 
But  he  still  does  not  seem  to  give  very  much  atten- 
tion over  to  South  Boston.  That  is  nothing  new. 
We  have  asked  the  present  Mayor  some  years 
back  to  construct  a  gymnasium.  It  was  not  done 
until  we  had  a  very  conservative  man,  former 
Mayor  Maurice  J.  Tobin,  appropriate  the  money. 
Just  now  we  finally  got  around  to  the  construction 
of  the  gymnasium  which  is  going  up,  thanks 
to  the  cooperation  of  the  present  Council  and 
the  now  Governor,  Maurice  J.  Tobin.  I  hope 
before  the  year  is  out  we  can  finally  have  one  monu- 
ment in  South  Boston  to  Maurice  J.  Tobin,  along 
with  another  monument,  the  overhead  ramp  at 
Old  Harbor  Village  which  Governor  Tobin  gave  us. 
We  have  only  about  one  month  or  little  more  to  go 
for  the  summer  season.  I  sincerely  hope  his  Honor 
the  Mayor  wakes  up  for  a  while  and  gets  something 
done  on  these  particular  beaches.  We  have  the 
gentleman  from  Charlestown  complaining  about 
playgrounds.  I  think  we  are  going  to  have  com- 
plaints from  the  gentleman  from  Brighton  and  the 
gtntleman  from  East  Boston  in  regard,  to  play- 
grounds. Last  year,  and  I  think  I  remember  cor- 
rectly even  though  I  was  not  in  the  Council,  a  step 
was  taken  in  the  right  direction.  Money  was 
appropriated  I  think  to  try  to  diminish  the  amount 
of  juvenile  delinquency  that  exists  in  Boston.  I 
think  all  would  agree  and  all  did  agree  last  year 
that  the  appropriation  is  for  a  good  thing.  Give 
the  boys  and  girls  the  recreation  they  deserve. 
Since  last  year  we  all  remember  his  Honor  the 
Mayor,  as  one  of  his  first  moves  when  he  became 
Mayor,  abolished  the  Recreational  Department. 
At  least  he  got  rid  of  all  of  the  help  that  was  trying 
to  give  a  good  recreational  program  for  the  children 
of  Boston.  It  not  only  benefited  the  children  but 
many  of  the  grownups.  It  seems  to  me  about  the 
only  thing  we  are  getting  in  recreation  now  for  the 
City  of  Boston  is  the  use  of  the  playgrounds. 
Some  of  them  are  in  good  condition  and  some  of 
them  are  not  in  such  good  condition.  As  I  said 
here  only  a  fe\v  weeks  ago,  most  of  the  recreation 
was  due  to  fellows  like  myself  who  take  funds  out 
of  their  own  kit  and  put  a  ball  team  on  the  field 
and  give  recreation  to  the  citizens  of  Boston.  Of 
course  the  Park  Department  which  is  under  the 
control  of  his  Honor  the  Mayor  gets  credit  for  put- 
ting on  the  show  which  we  pay  for.  That  is  about 
all  I  can  see  right  now  that  the  children  are  getting 
out  of  the  City  of  Boston  for  recreational  purposes. 
As  to  the  beaches,  well,  as  I  say,  this  article  speaks 
for  itself.  I  think  it  is  quoting  facts.  These  people 
are  very  zealous.  They  say  the  beaches  are  not 
being  kept  properly.  I  do  not  know  if  his  Honor 
the  Mayor  is  going  to  do  anything  in  the  next  few 
months  or  if  anything  will  be  done  this  year.  It 
should  be  done  in  the  next  week.  As  I  said  before, 
the  beach  season  will  end  about  the  15th  of  Sep- 
tember. I  hope  that  unlike  all  my  other  orders  we 
might  get  an  answer  back  from  his  Honor  the  , 
Mayor  telling  us  additional  help  will  be  put  on  the 
beaches  and  in  addition  more  containers  for  rubbish 
plus  signs  warning  the  children  and  grownups  using 
the  beaches  to  put  the  rubbish  in  certain  containers. 
I  sincerely  hope  the  Council  will  go  down  the  line 
and  vote  for  this  worthy  object. 

Coun.  SCANNELL — Mr.  Chairman,  speaking 
on  the  order  of  Councilor  Linehan  and  myself,  it 
seems  to  me  that  this  administration  here  in  Boston 
cares  nothing  for  the  children  or  the  beaches  in 
especially  the  South  Boston  area.  They  wonder 
why  the  beaches  are  littered  with  bottles  and  with 
ice  cream  boxes  and  spoons  and  everything  else. 
First  of  all,  the  Park  Department  does  not  care 
about  this.  Secondly,  there  is  someone  somewhere 
who  has  put  a  number  of  ice  cream  boxes  on  the 
beaches  at  South  Boston.  You  will  find  probably 
100  or  125  boys  selling  ice  cream  on  the  beaches  of 
South  Boston.  I  do  not  know  where  the  permit 
comes  from.    I  am  going  to  find  out  about  it.    The 


City  Point  section  at  one  time  was  usually  a  nice 
place  to  go.  Today  it  looks  like  a  honky-tonk  such 
as  Revere  Beach.  You  find  fried  clam  spots  in 
South  Boston  and  concessions  that  have  been  ex- 
tended, during  this  administration  under  Mayor 
Curley,  not  letting  the  councilor  from  the  district 
know  something  about  it.  Maybe  some  of  the 
Mayor's  lieutenants  know  something  about  it.  I 
am  going  to  find  out  by  next  week  who  got  per- 
mission to  put  ice  cream  trucks  all  over  the  beaches 
of  South  Boston  and  extended  all  the  concessions 
in  the  South  Boston  section.  I  say  if  these  con- 
cessions are  extended  and  are  littering  our  beaches 
with  debris,  let  them  double  the  concession  price 
on  the  South  Boston  concessions  such  as  on  this 
mysterious  man  who  comes  along  with  two  or  three 
loads  of  ice  cream  in  the  South  Boston  section, 
especially  at  City  Point.  There  is  something  rotten 
in  Denmark.  There  is  something  fishy  in  this  ad- 
ministration. I  have  gone  along  with  it  far  enough. 
When  this  administration  represented  by  attorneys 
comes  in  and  drops  something  in  my  district,  not 
only  ice  crean.  to  litter  our  beaches  but  ice  cream 
boxes,  tonic  in  large  concessions  and  charge  the 
same  amount  each  year,  I  want  to  find  out  about 
it.  I  have  just  started  today.  I  am  going  to  find 
out  who  some  of  these  lieutenants  are,  operating 
under  this  administration.  When  they  come  into 
my  district  they  are  not  going  to  put  anything  in 
there  unless  the  people  of  my  district  know  about 
it.  I  am  going  to  find  out  whether  they  want  it 
or  do  not  want  it.  I  do  not  want  to  criticize  the 
Mayor  personally.  I  do  not  know  if  he  knows  what 
is  going  on.  In  the  next  week  if  I  do  not  get  satis- 
faction and  see  that  our  beaches  are  clean  and  our 
streets  are  clean,  I  will  be  on  this  floor  from  now 
until  the  time  I  leave  here  criticizing  the  adminis- 
tration department  heads  under  the  Mayor  of  the 
'  City  of  Boston  who  truthfully  does  not  know  what 
is  going  on  in  the  city.  You  can  find  more  mayors 
of  the  City  of  Boston  on  School  street  and  City 
Hall  avenue  than  I  have  ever  seen  in  my  last  six 
years  as  a  member  of  the  City  Council.  I  am  giving 
them  fair  warning  today.  They  had  bet'er  get  on 
to  themselves  or  they  will  find  me  on  the  floor  ex- 
posing some  of  the  conditions  in  this  city. 

Coun.  LINEHAN — Mr.  Chairman,  I  am  very 
glad  to  find  that  things  are  coming  out  as  a  result 
of  this  small,  trifling  order.  I  sincerely  hope  if 
there  are  any  serious  things  in  this  administration 
that  any  of  us  know  about,  we  will  realize  it  is  our 
duty  as  City  Councilors  to  bring  them  out.  If 
there  are  any  matters  I  know  about  I  think  should 
not  exist  in  the  management  of  the  city  I  know  I 
would  get  up  and  speak  about  them.  As  a  matter 
of  fact,  I  think  the  City  Council  is  sick  and  tired 
of  listening  to  me  here.  I  am  just  getting  to  be 
like  the  gentleman  from  East  Boston  used  to  be 
under  Mayor  Maurice  J.  Tobin.  I  am  now  the 
gentleman  from  East  Boston  (Coun.  Coffey)  from 
South  Boston.  But  I  sincerely  hope  as  I  said  before, 
if  there  are  any  matters  which  should  be  brought 
forth  for  the  benefit  of  the  public,  I  hope  in  the 
next  few  week?  some  of  them  will  come  forth.  If 
they  do  I  will  gladly  go  down  the  line  one  hundred 
per  cent  on  any  one  of  them. 

Coun.  COFFEY— Mr.  Chairman,  I  could  not 
let  this  order  go  by  without  saying  a  word.  It  is 
a  good  order.  Beaches  should  be  clean.  But  you 
know,  it  is  funny,  you  run  into  somebody  on  the 
streets  of  East  Boston  and  they  will  say,  How  is 
it  you  cannot  get  this  or  that?  I  think  it  is  a 
credit  and  not  a  reflection  on  the  two  councilors 
from  South  Boston  (Coun.  Linehan  and  Coun. 
Scannell)  when  I  say  they  always  end  up  with, 
why  is  it  South  Boston  gets  everything?  That  is 
right.'  Of  course  Dorchester  is  included,  South 
Boston  and  Dorchester.  But  South  Boston  has 
done  all  right.  I  am  not  going  to  compare  the 
other  wards  of  Boston.  We  have  not  any  munici- 
pal building  in  East  Boston.  We  have  no  bathing 
beaches.  The  people  from  East  Boston  go  to 
South  Boston.  They  cannot  get  a  locker.  Why? 
There  is  a  big  list  of  people  over  there  who  have 
lockers  and  have  keys.  They  take  the  keys  home 
with  them.  If  they  do  not  use  the  locker  it  is 
too  bad  for  anybody  else :  who  might  want  to  use 
it.  While  it  is  not  in  use,  they  cannot  use  it.  I 
am  asking  the  Old  Harbor  Village  Association  to 
look  into  that  matter.  There  are  quite  a  few  in 
South  Boston  who  hold  keys  for  lockers.  On  a 
day  like  today  when  some  poor  workman  from 
East  Boston  might  not  have  work  in  the  shipyard, 
he  has  no  bathing  beach  to  go  to.  He  takes  a 
trolley  Hne  to  South  Boston  or  he  takes  his  auto- 
mobile and  goes  to  South  Boston.  They  say  to 
him,  '  'We  are  sorry,  there  are  no  more  lockers." 
The   reason   is   that   some   of   the   South   Boston 
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people  who  are  "in"  have  the  keys  for  the  lookers 
in  their  pookets.  When  they  go  there,  that  locker 
is  waiting  for  them.  If  they  do  not,  you  or  I, 
strangers,  are  out  of  luck.  You  cannot  use  them. 
They  have  L  street,  which  is  beautiful.  They 
have  a  solarium.  If  we  had  a  solarium  in  East 
Boston  we  would  think  it  would  be  for  animals. 
We  would  not  know  what  to  do  with  it.  We  have 
nothing  in  East  Boston.  I  do  not  blame  the 
administration.  It  goes  back  all  the  way  as  far 
as  you  want  to  go.  We  have  not  any  beautiful 
bathing  beach  like  South  Boston.  South  Boston, 
if  I  am  not  mistaken,  is  a  peninsula.  We  were  an 
island  up  until  we  got  the  Sumner  Tunnel.  We 
have  not  a  bathing  beach  in  East  Boston.  It  is 
entirely  surrounded  by  natural  beaches  and  still 
we  have  not  one  bathing  beach.  L  street  is  beauti- 
ful. So  is  Dorchester.  You  have  a  bathing  beach 
now  in  Dorchester.  We  have  not  any.  If  we  had 
any  we  would  clean  our  own  glass  up  and  be  glad 
to  do  it.  We  would  get  a  body  of  men  each  day 
and  clean  it  up  for  the  sake  of  having  a  beach. 
More  than  once  we  attempted  to  rake  out  a  beach 
in  East  Boston.  I  do  not  want  to  blame  this 
administration  too  strongly.  WThen  it  comes  time 
to  hit  this  administration,  I  will.  What  is  the  use 
of  kidding  ourselves?  I  would  not  care  who  got 
a  concession  in  East  Boston  if  they  gave  us  a  bath- 
ing beach.  Let  them  go  to  anybody.  If  there  are 
any  bag  men  in  this  administration,  it  is  no  differ- 
ent from  any  administration.  Every  administra- 
tion has  bag  men.  What  is  the  use  of  kidding  our- 
selves? We  appropriated  $144,000  for  a  board  of 
recreation.  For  what?  What  could  we  in  East 
Boston  do  with  a  board  of  recreation?  We  have 
not  any  place  to  put  it.  There  is  no  work  for 
them  over  there.  The  only  thing  operating  over 
there  is  privately  owned,  a  good  will  house  which 
has  come  in  and  taken  over  a  couple  of  buildings. 
They  are- operating  in  the  heart  of  the  section  and 
the  people  in  the  section  resent  their  coming  in 
from  New  York.  What  are  we  going  to  do?  Some- 
body has  to  take  over  and  give  our  children 
some  place  to  go.  I  do  not  want  to  knock  South 
Boston.  Good  luck  to  them.  Let  them  get  their 
cake.  When  I  want  to  ask  for  something  in  my 
district,  I  never  voted  against  anything  anybody 
ever  wanted  for  his  district.  I  never  will.  If  they 
can  get  it,  good  luck  to  them.  It  is  a  tribute  to 
South  Boston  and  not  a  knock.  There  is  so  much 
in  South  Boston.  There  is  the  Strandway  there. 
In  East  Boston  we  have  oil  tanks  and  an  airport. 
They  have  a  beautiful  L  street  bathhouse  with  a 
solarium.  We  have  nothing.  If  the  kids  go  in 
swimming  from  the  wharf  they  come  out  covered 
with  oil  and  slime.  The  bathing  beaches  they 
anticipate  building  will  be  loaded  with  mud  and 
debris  from  tearing  down  for  the  airport  and  the 
new  construction  that  is  going  on  there.  I  know 
that  water  will  be  polluted  for  the  next  ten  years. 
All  of  Winthrop  Bay  is  polluted.  Still  we  in  East 
Boston  have  to  suffer  that  and  take  it  on  the  chin. 
I  am  asking  the  state  to  do  something.  It  is  not 
up  to  the  city.  The  state  took  Wood  Island  Park 
and  the  bathing  beaches  away  from  the  people  of 
East  Boston.  They  are  expanding  the  airport  for 
the  benefit  of  the  officials  of  the  airport.  They 
promised  us  an  appropriation  to  give  us  a  bathing 
beach  and  a  playground  in  return  for  what  they 
have  taken  away  from  us.  Up  to  now,  and  this 
is  August,  nothing  has  been  done.  Let  the  state 
do  their  share  and  then  maybe  the  city  will  step 
in  and  do  its  share  too. 

Coun.  SCANNELL — In  answer  to  the  councilor 
from  Ward  1  (Coun.  Coffey)  I  say  we  have  bathing 
beaches  in  South  Boston.  Our  main  interest  is  to 
protect  these  people  from  anybody  going  in  there 
and  selling  anything  that  is  going  to  litter  the 
beaches.  The  purpose  of  this  order  is  to  see  if  we 
can  get  the  beaches  cleaned  up.  How  are  you  going 
to  clean  them  if  you  have  concessionaires  selling 
everything  they  want  and  not  paying  for  it.  Those 
who  are  selling  tonics  and  sandwiches  and  so  forth 
in  there  are  littering  our  beaches.  They  do  not 
care  anything  about  that.  The  only  thing  we  are 
here  to  protect  is  the  people.  As  Councilor  Coffey 
said,  the  L  Street  bath  is  beautiful.  A  lot  of  people 
in  South  Boston  do  not  use  it.  That  is  not  a  fair 
thing  to  say.  Most  of  the  people  using  L  Street 
are  strangers  from  outside  South  Boston.  We  do 
not  lock  the  gates  in  South  Boston.  Anybody  can 
come  to  L  Street.  Each  member  of  this  Body 
knows  most  of  the  people  that  use  L  Street  do  not 
come  from  South  Boston.  They  have  other  beaches 
they  can  go  to.  I  want  to  correct  Councilor  Coffey 
on  that. 

Coun.  LINEHAN— Mr.  Chairman,  may  I  tell 
the  gentleman  from  East  Boston  not  only  is  L 


St  reel  used  by  many  people  other  than  South 
Bostonians  but  as  a  matter  of  fact  it  is  safe  to  say 
there  are  not  mote  than  one  out  of  every  five  who 
go  to  L  Street  who  come  from  South  Boston.  This 
means  that  other  people  come  from  the  rest  of  the 
sections  of  Boston  and  probably  often  from  outside 
Boston.  Some  of  the  members  here  in  the  Council 
who  have  used  L  Street  can  verify  it.  It  does  not 
apply  only  to  L  Street,  in  regard  to  the  number  of 
people  using  the  beaches  in  South  Boston,  it  goes 
for  all  of  the  beaches.  If  you  want  to  find  out  who 
goes  to  Carson  Beach,  go  to  the  Columbia  Station 
and  see  the  people  getting  off  the  trains  on  a  hot 
day.  Go  up  around  L  Street  and  see  the  people 
getting  off  the  buses.  They  are  not  the  people  of 
South  Boston.  One  out  of  every  four  using  the 
beach  at  L  Street  comes  from  South  Boston.  This 
is  a  Boston  project  and  not  a  South  Boston  project. 
For  the  benefit  of  the  gentleman  from  East  Boston 
or  any  other  councilor  I  feel  sure  that  the  gentlemen 
from  Wards  6  and  7  (Coun.  Scannell  and  Coun. 
Linehan)  will  at  any  time  vote  for  any  appropri- 
ation which  will  provide  recreation  for  any  of  the 
citizens  of  Boston.  I  think  my  record  in  the  City 
Council  will  show  that  any  project  that  came  in 
here  for  the  benefit  of  children  has  been  voted  for 
by  both  the  gentlemen  from  Wards  6  and  7.  If  the 
gentleman  from  Ward  1  has  anything  in  regard  to 
playgrounds  you  can  rest  assured  he  can  always 
count  on  the  two  votes  from  South  Boston.  That 
goes  for  any  other  councilor  in  this  Body. 

Coun.  RUSSO — Mr.  Chairman,  I  believe  now 
that  the  gentleman  from  South  Boston  has  spoken 
and  the  gentleman  from  East  Boston  has  spoken, 
perhaps  I  could  help  give  some  solution  on  the  L 
Street  situation.  I  would  like  to  bring  to  the 
attention  of  his  Honor  the  Mayor  that  there  is 
money  in  the  George  Robert  White  Fund  which  is 
available.  The  Corporation  Counsel  some  time 
ago  brought  in  a  decision  that  a  solarium  and  bath- 
house could  be  erected  in  the  West  End  section  of 
Boston.  The  people  of  the  West  End  and  the  North 
End  have  been  waiting  patiently.  It  is  due  first 
of  all  to  the  fact  that  we  have  gone  through  a 
terrible  war  which  we  have  seen  brought  to  an  end, 
thank  God.  I  am  wondering  why  the  project  has 
not  started  as  yet.  I  would  like  to  say  to  his  Honor 
the  Mayor  that  regardless  of  his  feeling  in  so  far 
as  I  am  concerned  I  believe  he  has  a  moral  obli- 
gation to  the  people  of  Boston  and  in  particular  the 
people  of  my  district  whom  I  represent.  They  are 
entitled  to  some  recreation.  That  has  been  agreed. 
I  believe  at  one  time  it  was  ready  for  contract. 
Why  hasn't  this  contract  been  given  out  yet?  I 
would  like  to  ask  his  Honor  the  Mayor,  is  it  because 
he  is  waiting  for  some  of  his  pets?  I  do  not  believe 
that  the  people  of  the  City  of  Boston  should  be 
made  the  goat.  We  must  bear  in  mind  that  in 
these  two  sections  ninety-five  per  cent  of  the  people 
have  no  bathing  facilities  or  shower  baths  in  their 
homes.  They  must  depend  upon  whatever  little 
water  we  have  here  at  the  harbor  or  the  North  End 
Park  or  uhe  Charles  River  at  the  Esplanade.  I 
believe  it  is  a  very  good  thing  which  has  been 
agreed  upon.  It  is  proposed  to  spend  in  the  vicinity 
of  8200,000.  If  that  was  undertaken  it  would  help 
the  situation  that  now  exists  in  South  Boston  on 
account  of  the  use  of  the  solarium  by  so  many 
people.  We  would  be  glad  to  have  people  come  to 
us.  I  can  assure  you  we  will  not  close  the  doors  to 
anyone,  if  that  solarium  was  erected  in  the  West 
End  section  of  Boston.  It  is  vitally  needed  at  the 
present  time.  I  believe  his  Honor  the  Mayor  made 
that  an  issue  at  one  time.  He  wanted  to  get  an- 
other opinion  of  the  Corporation  Counsel.  He  told 
a  certain  committee  that  waited  on  him  some  time 
ago  that  he  would  immediately  put  that  project  up 
for  bids.  Up  to  this  time  I  have  not  heard  of'  any 
bids.  I  do  hope  his  Honor  the  Mayor  will  imme- 
diately instruct  the  trustees  of  the  George  Robert 
White  Fund  to  put  that  out  for  bids  and  to  start 
work  immediately  so  that  at  least  by  next  summer 
we  might  be  able  to  use  those  facilities. 

Passed  under  suspension  of  the  rule. 

MAYOR   TO   MEET   COUNCILORS. 

Chairman  BRYAN — Ihave  just  received  word 
from  the  Mayor's  Office,  if  any  councilors  wish  to 
see  him,  he  is  ready  now  at  the  present  time 
to  see  them. 


SIDEWALKS   ON   TELEGRAPH   STREET. 

Coun.  LINEHAN  offered  the  following: 
Ordered,    That    the    Commissioner    of    Public 
Works  be  requested,  through  his  Honor  the  Mayor, 
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to  install  granolithic  sidewalks  on   both  sides  of 
Telegraph  street,  in  Ward  7. 

Passed  under  suspension  of  the  rule. 


PAVING   ALBANO   AND   ROSECLIFF 
STREETS. 

Coun.  CANTWELL  offered  the  following: 
Ordered,  That  the  Commissioner  of  Public 
Works  be  directed,  by  his  Honor  the  Mayor,  to 
resurface  with  smooth  paving  the  following  streets 
in  Ward  18:  Albano  street,  from  Washington  street 
to  Kittredge  street;  Rosecliff  street. 
Passed  under  suspension  of  the  rule. 


PAVING   MILTON   STREET. 

Coun.  CANTWELL  offered  the  following: 
Ordered,    That    the    Commissioner    of    Public 
Works  be  directed,  by  his  Honor  the  Mayor,  to 
resurface  with  smooth  paving  Milton  street,  Hyde 
Park,  from  Summit  street  to  Prospect  street. 
Passed  under  suspension  of  the  rule. 


AMBULANCE    SERVICE,  CITY    HOSPITAL. 

Coun.  CANTWELL  offered  the  following: 

Ordered,  That  his  Honor  the  Mayor  be  requested 
to  consider  the  advisability  of  providing  additional 
ambulance  service  at  the  Boston  City  Hospital. 

Coun.  CANTWELL— Mr.  President,  I  believe 
I  put  that  order  through  last  Saturday.  I  got  a 
call  from  one  of  my  constituents  who  had  called 
the  City  Hospital  for  an  ambulance.  Her  husband 
was  in  agony  and  very  sick.  She  was  told  that  only 
one  ambulance  was  available  and  that  particular 
ambulance  was  in  Brighton  so  that  there  was  no 
way  of  getting  out  there.  I  called  the  City  Hospital 
and  asked  for  the  ambulance  department.  I  was 
politely  told  the  same  story  and  that  if  they  had 
more  money  they  would  have  more  men  work 
there.  I  went  to  the  police  station.  Imagine  one 
ambulance  in  the  City  of  Boston  with  a  population 
of  800,000  people.  I  went  from  my  home  to 
Station  18  and  I  got  very  good  cooperation  there. 
They  sent  a  patrol  wagon  and  I  went  up  myself. 
We  took  the  man  out  and  we  went  into  the  City 
Hospital.  I  rode  in  the  ambulance  with  the 
patient.  I  would  be  better  off  if  I  put  the  man 
on  the  floor  of  a  truck,  he  would  not  have  got  as 
much  jarring  or  suffered  so  much  agony  on  that 
trip.  It  was  no  fault  of  the  police  department 
because  the  patrol  wagons  are  not  used  for  sick 
people.  I  then  went  over  to  the  ambulance 
department  after  I  got  •  the  gentleman  in  the 
hospital.  It  was  across  the  street.  I  talked  to 
some  man  over  there.  I  asked  him  if  all  they  had 
was  one  ambulance  running  that  night.  He  said 
they  generally  have  three.  They  have  only  one 
orderly  who  goes  out  on  the  ambulance  so  they 
can  run  only  one  ambulance.  Here  we  have  an 
institution  in  Boston  which  is  one  of  the  finest. 
There  is  everything  in  it.  There  is  a  lack  of  help. 
They  are  undermanned  on  account  of  the  money 
they  receive.  They  have  men  working  in  there  for 
$22  a  week.  The  nurses  there  are  doing  a  wonder- 
ful job.  They  have  one  or  two  nurses  on  a  ward. 
I  have  been  there.  They  are  lacking  nurses  due 
to  the  lack  of  money  they  receive.  I  do  think  it  is 
a  shame  the  City  of  Boston  would  let  an  institu- 
tion like  that  which  has  everything  lack  the  one 
thing,  money,  to  get  help.  That  is  one  place  where 
people  should  be  given  service.  Our  people  go 
in  there  sick.  They  need  comfort.  They  need 
medical  care.  They  ought  to  get  it  regardless  of 
cost.  I  hope  his  Honor  the  Mayor  will  take  this 
in  hand  and  see  what  can  be  done  about  this  situa- 
tion. , 

Passed  under  suspension  of  the  rule. 


ESTABLISHMENT   OF   EMERGENCY 
HOSPITAL. 

Coun.  CANTWELL  offered  the  following: 
Ordered,  That  the  Trustees  of  the  George 
Robert  White  Fund  be  requested,  by  his  Honor 
the  Mayor,  to  investigate  and  report  the  possi- 
bility of  establishing  a  clinic,  or  emergency  hos- 
pital, on  the  site  of  the  property  known  as  the 
Current  Events  Club,  now  the  property  of  the 
City  of  Boston  by  reason  of  tax  title  possession. 


Coun.  CANTWELL— Mr.  Chairman,  in  some 
sections  of  my  ward  they  are  eight  or  ten  miles 
from  the  Boston  City  Hospital.  We  have  a 
clinic  in  the  municipal  building  in  a  room  used 
by  the  Legion  and  other  things.  Mothers  come  in 
there  and  undress  their  babies  on  their  laps.  They 
are  exposed  to  everything.  The  city  owns  a 
building  right  across  the  street.  It  was  known  aa 
the  Current  Events  Club.  The  city  owns  it  now 
for  nonpayment  of  taxes  and  has  owned  it  for  the 
last  eight  or  ten  years.  Here  is  a  building  which 
would  not  cost  much  to  put  in  shape  for  a  hospital 
or  emergency  hospital.  They  could  set  up  a  clinic 
for  babies.  They  could  also  set  up  a  clinic  which 
would  relieve  the  Out-Patient  Department  of  the 
City  of  Boston  on  minor  injuries.  The  patients 
go  all  the  way  to  the  City  of  Boston.  This  would 
help  to  care  for  patients  discharged  from  the  City 
of  Boston  who  have  to  go  back  for  dressing.  This 
building  could  be  well  made  into  an  emergency 
hospital.  I  think  Ward  18  is  entitled  to  it.  There 
is  an  assessed  valuation  cf  $50,000,000  revenue 
coming  into  the  city.  A  great  distance  is  in- 
volved from  that  section  to  the  City  Hospital. 
By  setting  it  up  it  would  take  off  a  burden  on  the 
Out-Patient  Department.  Also,  we  have  a  dental 
office  on  the  fourth  floor  of  the  municipal  building: 
That  could  be  put  in  so  we  would  have  all  of  this 
in  one  building.  It  would  be  an  advantage  and  a 
benefit  to  Ward  18. 

Passed  under  suspension  of  the  rule. 


PAVING   COLUMBUS   AVENUE. 

Coun.  SULLIVAN  offered  the  following: 
Ordered,  That  the  Commissioner  of  Public 
Works  be  requested,  through  his  Honor  the 
Mayor,  to  resurface  Columbus  avenue  in  the 
Roxbury  Crossing  area  in  Ward  9  with  a  smooth 
asphalt  pavement. 

Passed  under  suspension  of  the  rule. 


CORPORAL  JOSEPH  A.  DONOVAN  TENNIS 
COURTS. 

Coun.  HANNON  offered  the  following: 
Ordered,  That  his  Honor  the  Mayor  direct  the 
Park  Commissioner  to  designate  the  tennis  courts 
on  Grampian  way,  Dorchester,  as  the  Corporal 
Joseph  A.  Donovan  Tennis  Courts,  in  memory 
of  the  veteran  resident  of  that  district  who  was  a 
member  and  champion  tennis  player  in  the  club 
and  who  made  the  supreme  sacrifice  in  World 
War  II. 

Passed  under  suspension  of  the  rule. 


MEDICAL    AID    UNDER    OLD    AGE 

ASSISTANCE. 

Coun.  HANNON  offered  the  following: 
Ordered,  That  his  Honor  the  Mayor  direct  the 
Overseers  of  Public  Welfare  to  obtain  an  interpre- 
tation from  the  Law  Department  of  the  recently 
enacted  legislation  providing  medical  aid  to 
recipients  of  Old  Age  Assistance,  so  that  uniform 
rules  may  be  established  pertaining  to  payment 
of  the  medical  bills  of  these  recipients. 

Coun.  HANNON— The  Legislature  in  the  last 
sitting  passed  legislation  to  provide  that  the  re- 
cipients of  old  age  assistance  shall  likewise  receive 
their  medical  bills  in  addition  to  their  monthly 
allotments.  Evidently  how  this  is  to  be  interpreted 
has  caused  confusion  because  in  my  particular  dis- 
trict I  have  run  into  the  case  of  a  man  receiving  old 
age  assistance  who  suffers  from  diabetes.  It  is 
necessary  for  him  to  go  to  the  hospital.  In  the 
course  of  his  treatment  one  leg  was  removed.  When 
he  came  out  of  the  hospital  because  of  the  removal 
of  his  leg  it  was  necessary  that  he  receive  further 
visits  from  a  physician.  These  bills  .were  presented 
to  the  Old  Age  Assistance  Bureau  and  were  readily 
paid.  Shortly  thereafter  the  man  received  another 
attack  of  his  illness.  The  question  now  is  the  re- 
moval of  the  other  leg.  The  doctor's  bills  amount- 
ing to  $48  have  already  been  run  up.  The  Welfare 
Department  when  informed  of  this  have  ruled  that 
these  bills  need  not  be  paid.  Where  the  line  of  dis- 
tinction is  drawn,  I  do  not  know.  I  do  not  think 
anybody  in  the  Board  of  Welfare  knows.  I  have 
looked  at  the  statutes.  As  I  take  it,  the  statute 
specifically  says  all  medical  bills  of  the  recipients 
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of  eld  am-  assistance  shall  be  paid  by  the  Bureau  of 
OKI    Age   Assistance  in    the   respective  cities  and 

towns.  1  went  down  to  the  visitor  on  this  particu- 
lar case.  The  visitor  was  frank  enough  to  state 
that  In' did  not  know  what  the  rule  was.  In  certain 
eases  these  hills  were  paid  and  in  other  eases  they 
were  not  paid.  This  is  something  that  should  not 
he  1.  ft  to  the  whim  or  fancy  of  the  visitor.  Likewise 
it  is  something  that  should  be  guarded  against 
because  undoubtedly  unscrupulous  doctors,  if  they 
find  out  the  City  is  liable  for  these  bills  will  run  up 
all  sorts  of  needless  bills  in  treating  the  recipients 
of  old  age  assistance.  This  is  a  big  problem.  I 
think  perhaps  the  Overseers  of  Public  Welfare 
might  well  designate  one  doctor  in  each  district  or 
two  or  three  doctors  in  a  district.  But  the  problem 
before  me  is  the  recipient  in  my  district  who  has 
honestly  contracted  these  bills  and  has  some  of 
them  paid  for  him  and  the  others  refused.  I  would 
like  the  Law  Department  to  notify  the  Board  of 
Public  Welfare  where  the  line  of  demarcation  comes 
in,  what  bills  are  to  be  paid  and  what  bills  are  not 
to  be  paid.  Let  us  be  honest  in  the  interpretation 
of  this  law  but  at  the  same  time  let  us  guard  against 
any  unscrupulous  physician  making  capital  out  of 
the  wording  of  this  statute. 

Passed  under  suspension  of  the  rule. 


REINSTATEMENT   OF   PAINTERS. 

Coun.  HANNON  submitted  the  following: 
Ordered,  That  his  Honor  the  Mayor  be  requested 
to  direct  the  members  of  the  Boston  Housing 
Authority  to  reinstate  painters  recently  discharged. 
in  order  that  these  properties,  in  which  the  City 
of  Boston  has  a  great  financial  interest,  might  be 
maintained  in  proper  condition. 

Coun.  HANNON — Mr.  Chairman,  one  of  the 
ptrplexing  problems  nowadays  is  unemployment. 
There  is  no  doubt  about  it,  the  various  agencies  of 
government  have  to  take  on  their  share  of  the  relief 
on  this  problem.  For  the  life  of  me  I  cannot  under- 
stand why  the  Navy  Yard  is  dropping  everyone  all 
of  a  sudden.  I  cannot  understand  why  certain 
public  service  corporations  are  not  offering  salaries 
which  are  commensurate  with  the  ability  they  de- 
mand in  the  employees.  The  result  is  that  we  are 
getting  unemployment  because  of  people  being 
relieved  of  their  positions  by  the  government  and 
likewise  more  unemployment  because  public  service 
corporations  are  laying  off  people  or  offering  such 
menial  salaries  that  returned  veterans  would  sooner 
get  $20  a  week  on  the  9-20  Club  than  go  to  work 
for  $24  and  $25  a  week  for  some  big  corporation. 
Down  here  in  the  Housing  Authority  recently  as 
many  as  thirty-seven  painters,  I  think,  were  dropped 
because  by  some  whim  or  fancy  of  some  of  the  di- 
rectors of  the  Housing  Authority  they  believe  that 
the  tenants,  the  householders,  can  do  their  own 
painting  inside  the  properties.  Anybody  who  owns 
property  knows  full  well  they  cannot  do  it  properly 
or  that  you  cannot  depend  upon  tenants  to  do  the 
painting.  We  have  an  investment  in  these  housing 
projects.  It  is  our  money  really  that  is  in  there. 
These  projects  should  not  be  permitted  to  run  down. 
Any  painter  who  went  to  work  there  had  to  be 
well  qualified.  He  had  to  be  in  the  union.  His 
record  and  ability  were  looked  into.  Now  all  of  a 
sudden  when  we  should  be  maintaining  employment 
at  a  steady  or  level  basis  we  find  out  the  Housing 
Authority  have  decided  they  do  not  need  so  many 
painters  because  the  people  can  do  their  own  inside 
painting.  That  is  our  property  down  there.  We 
are  giving  the  Housing  Authority  a  pretty  good 
break.  We  are  not  getting  much  return  from  them. 
Yet  when  they  have  men  working  there  in  the  midst 
of  this  unemployment  caused  by  the  discharge  from 
the  Navy  Yard  and  other  public  agencies  they  are 
going  to  add  to  it  by  dropping  off  men  who  have 
been  there,  some  of  them,  for  years.  If  these  men 
were  needed  during  the  war,  during  the  time  when 
there  was  plenty  of  work  outside,  there  certainly  is 
at  least  a  moral  obligation  that  they  should  be  kept 
there  now  when  there  is  no  employment  on  the 
outside.  These  properties  should  be  kept  up.  They 
will  not  be  kept  up  if  we  are  going  to  depend  upon 
those  who  live  there  to  maintain  them.  Now  if 
they  drop  the  painters  the  next  thing  they  will  be 
doing  will  be  dropping  the  maintenance  men  be- 
rau.-.r:  certainly  if  Ihe  tenants  run  paint  the  inside 
of  their  homes  and  maintain  that  much,  they  can 
take  care  of  the  grass  and  the  lawns  outside  the 
property  too.  Instead  of  discharging  men,  we  had 
ought  to  be  putting  men  to  work.  These  men 
worked  through  the  war.  They  worked  through 
the  years  when  they  could  have  made  much  more 


money  outside.  They  find  as  their  reward  they  are 
being  discharged.  1  think  we  should  raise  our  voices 
in  protest.  We  should  let  the  Housing  Authority 
know  that  competent  men  were  needed  last  year 
and  the  year  before  and  we  still  believe  thai  com- 
petent men  are  needed  there  now.  Our  money  is 
invested  in  those  projects.  We  want  those  proper- 
ties to  be  maintained  at  their  best. 

Coun.  KINSELLA— I  think  there  is  a  good  deal 
to  be  said  for  the  order  Councilor  Hannon  just 
introduced.  I  was  made  aware  of  their  aifficulty 
six  or  seven  years  ago  when  I  tried  to  get  someone  a 
painting  job.  I  was  told  the  budget  had  been  cut 
$150,000.  The  State  Board  of  Housing  felt  they 
were  spending  too  much  money  for  maintenance 
cost.  On  the  theory  that  Councilor  Hannon's 
order  would  result  in  the  restoration  of  jobs,  I  sup- 
pose it  is  safe  to  say  it  would  mean  an  increase  in 
rents.  However,  the  Boston  Housing  Authority 
has  done  a  lot  of  things  in  a  slipshod  way.  Now 
they  are  adding  unemployment  to  their  list  of 
doubtful  achievements.  There  are  39  men,  all 
painters,  getting  around  $2,000  a  year,  who  I 
believe  are  affected  by  the  recent  discharge  order. 
That  is  roughly  $80,000  a  year  of  the  $150,000  that 
the  State  Board  says  they  have  for  expenses. 
There  are  5,900  individual  apartments  in  the 
Housing  Authority  control.  Everybody  in  this 
Chamber  knows  how  difficult  it  is  to  get  an  apart- 
ment for  even  a  worthy  case.  On  the  matter  of 
occupancy,  they  are  receiving  back  dollar  for  dollar 
for  shelter  and  the  utilities  they  provide.  It  seems 
to  me  this  is  an  artificially  created  condition  that 
will  result  in  an  increase  in  rents  if  these  men  are 
restored  but  whether  it  does  or  not,  these  men  in 
turn  have  families  to  support.  I  think  if  the 
Housing  Authority  wants  to  be  guided  by  such  a 
preliminary  suggestion  they  will  forthwith  cancel 
that  order  of  discharge  and  re-employ  those  men. 
We  know  it  is  a  practice  to  take  in  tenants  to  a 
flat  they  are  going  to  occupy  before  they  make 
their  deposit.  If  a  tenant  has  just  painted  his  flat 
and  gets  out  and  has  done  a  botch  job  of  painting, 
who  is  going  to  correct  it  before  the  new  tenant 
moves  in?  The  walls  are  just  plain  bare  walls 
painted  over.  You  can  do  a  terrific  job  on  them  if 
you  do  not  know  how  to  paint.  The  painters  in 
addition  to  painting  used  to  set  glass  and  fix  small 
objects  of  great  daily  use  around  the  habitation 
that  get  out  of  order  by  the  abuse  of  children  and 
so  forth.  Who  is  going  to  do  that  work?  As  a 
matter  of  fact,  every  tenant  pays  for  the  first  ten 
months  of  occupancy  one  dollar  per  month  over 
the  cost  of  the  rent,  which  ten  dollars  is  returned 
to  them  when  they  leave  the  apartment  provider! 
no  damage  has  been  done.  They  are  paying  extra 
for  the  work  and  asked  to  do  it  themselves.  Ordi- 
narily in  the  private  household  if  the  landlord  says, 
"I  will  provide  the  paint  and  you  paint  it,"  there 
might  be  something  to  that.  This  is  in  effect  a 
public  service  corporation.  This  is  not  private 
housing.  In  view  of  the  fact  I  think  they 
ought  to  increase  rather  than  deplete  their  force  of 
maintenance,  I  am  heartily  in  accord  with  the  order. 
I  hope  for  this  one  order  at  least  the  Housing 
Authority  will  become  cognizant  of  its  merit.  I 
hope  the  order  passes. 

Passed  under  suspension  of  the  rule. 


ELECTRIC     FANS     IN     SUBWAY    TRAINS. 

Coun.  HANNON  offered  the  following: 

Ordered,  That  his  Honor  the  Mayor  direct 
the  Trustees  of  the  Boston  Elevated  Railway  to 
install  electric  fans  in  their  subway  trains  to 
provide  much  needed  ventilation  on  hot  and  rainy 
days. 

Coun.  HANNON — The  only  purpose  of  this 
order,  of  course,  is  to  see  if  we  cannot  do  something 
to  provide  some  circulation  of  air,  some  sort  of 
fresh  air  treatment  of  the  subway  trains  and 
elevated  trains  on  hot  and  sultry  days.  In  other 
cities,  for  instance,  New  York,  they  have  electric 
fans  circulating  the  air  and  at  least  providing  some 
sort  of  ventilation.  I  was  in  a  train  the  other  day 
when  it  was  hot  and  a  rainstorm  came  up.  The 
one  or  two  windows  that  were  opened  were  imme- 
diately closed.  Everybody  got  out  of  there  more 
wet  with  perspiration  than  they  would  be  if  they 
had  been  in  the  rain.  I  think  for  a  few  dollars 
investment  you  could  really  provide  a  bit  of  fresh 
air  and  comfort  for  the  many  people  who  use  the 
Boston  Elevated. 

Passed  under  suspension  of  the  rule. 
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ELECTRICAL  REPAIRS  AT  DEER  ISLAND. 

The  following  was  received: 

City  of  Boston, 
Office  of  the  Mayor,  August  5,  1946. 
To  the  City  Council. 

Gentlemen, — I  am  in  receipt  of  the  attached 
communication  from  the  Penal  Institutions  Com- 
missioner in  which  he  sets  forth  a  serious  problem 
with  relation  to  the  cables  and  distribution  lines 
making  up  the  electrical  system  at  Deer  Island. 
It  is  clear  from  the  Commissioner's  letter  that  an 
emergency  condition  exists  affecting  the  security 
of  inmates  at  the  Institution  as»well  as  the  refrigera- 
tion and  preservation  of  foodstuffs.  In  my 
opinion,  the  condition  is  such  that  immediate  steps 
should  be  taken  to  provide  for  the  necessary  re- 
pairs and  improvements  to  the  electrical  system. 
I,  consequently,  submit  herewith  an  order  pro- 
viding for  the  transfer  of  seventy-five  thousand 
dollars  from  the  appropriation  for  Snow  Removal 
to  the  special  appropriation,  House  of  Correction, 
Special  Improvements  and  Repairs.  I  respect- 
fully request  approval  of  this  transfer  order  by 
your  Honorable  Body. 

Respectfully, 
James  M.  Curley,  Mayor. 


Ordered,  That  in  accordance  with  the  provisions 
of  section  3B  of  chapter  486  of  the  Acts  of  1909, 
as  amended  by  chapter  604  of  the  Acts  of  1941,  the 
City  Auditor  be,  and  hereby  is,  authorized  to 
transfer: 

From  the  appropriation  for  Snow  Removal, 
$75,000,  to  the  appropriation  for  House  of  Correc- 
tion, Special  Improvements  and  Repairs,  $75,000. 


City  of  Boston, 
Penal  Institutions  Department, 

August  1,  1946. 
Hon.  James  M.  Curley, 

Mayor  of  Boston. 

Dear  Sir, — Enclosed  please  find  bids  dated  July 
30,  1946,  covering  proposed  electrical  work  at  the 
House  of  Correction,  Deer  Island. 

A  problem  has  arisen  in  connection  with  the  main 
existing  underground  duct  lines,  with  manholes, 
now  running  between  the  Hill  Prison  Building  and 
the  New  Prison  Building.  This  duct  line  has  run- 
ning through  it  9-400,000  CM  lead-covered  cables 
which  constitute  the  main  feeder  lines  carrying 
power  and  light  to  the  following  group  of  buildings, 
namely:  New  Prison,  Bakery,  Poultry  Houses, 
Garages,  Fire  House,  Commissary,  Administration 
Building,  Commissioner's  House,  Residences,  Old 
Power  House,  Pump  House,  Master's  House,  Cow- 
Barn,  Receiving  Office,  Guard  House. 

Some  time  ago,  in  the  performance  of  certain 
excavation  work  to  obtain  fill,  a  large  portion  of  the 
hill  section  of  the  Colony,  adjacent  to  the  main  duct 
line,  was  cut  away  by  the  United  States  Army  and 
consequently  the  section  of  earth  which  the  main 
duct  line  passes  through  was  left  standing  so  as  to 
support  both  the  manholes  and  the  duct  line,  with 
their  respective  cables.  This  small  section  of  earth- 
is  giving  away  with  the  constant  deterioration  and 
damage  to  electric  manholes  and  duct  lines  and  now 
constitutes  an  emergency. 

Since  January  7,  1946,  on  ten  occasions,  the  entire 
electrical  system  has  failed  to  function  properly, 
which  left  the  institution  and  Deer  Island  com- 
pletely without  light  and  without  refrigeration. 
Within  the  last  two  weeks  alone,  on  three  different 
occasions,  the  island  has  been  without  electricity, 
and  on  last  Thursday  from  midnight  until  ten ' 
o'clock  Friday  morning  the  institution  and  the 
island  were  absolutely  without  lights.  This,  Mr. 
Mayor,  constitutes  a  grave  emergency,  both  from 
the  viewpoint  of  security  for  the  inmates  and  the 
proper  refrigeration  and  preservation  of  foodstuff. 

On  the  basis  of  awarding  these  bids  to  the  lowest 
bidder,  the  amount  would  be  $79,477.     I  respect- 
fully request  that  payment  for  this  work  be  pro- 
vided by  a  recommendation  to  the  Council,  by  your 
Honor,  for  a  special  appropriation  in  the  sum  of 
seventy-five  thousand  dollars   ($75,000);     to  pro- 
vide for  the  electrical  wiring  and  engineer's  fees. 
The  balance  of  $4,477  will  be  drawn  against  the 
Special  Loan  Appropriation,  House  of  Correction. 
Very  truly  yours, 
Maxwell  P.  Grossman, 
Penal  Institutions  Commissioner. 

Referred  to  the  Executive  Committee. 


INVESTIGATION  OF  PERMITS. 

Coun.  FISH  offered  the  following: 

Ordered,  That  the  Executive  Committee  of  the 
Boston  City  Council  make  a  city-wide  investiga- 
tion of  all  permits  issued  and  privileges  granted  by 
the  city  to  individuals,  partnerships  and  corpora- 
tions for  the  purpose  of  taking  necessary  action 
against  those  who  are  found  to  be  violating  the 
terms  of  such  permits  and  privileges. 

Referred  to  the  Executive  Committee. 


RESURFACING  MARCELLA   STREET 
PLAYGROUND. 

Coun.  MORIARTY  offered  the  following: 
Ordered,  That  the  Boston  Park  Commission  be  • 
requested,  through  his  Honor  the  Mayor,  to  comb 
and  level  off  approximately  six  inches  of  the  surface 
at   the   Marcella   Street  Playground,   and   replace 
same  with  six  inches  of  loam.    Said  work  to  start 
at  the  termination  of  the  baseball  season. 
Passed  under  suspension  of  the  rule. 


BRIGHTON-ALLSTON     SEWER     DIVISION. 

Coun.  LANE  and  MADDEN  offered  the 
following: 

Ordered,  That  his  Honor  the  Mayor  be  requested 
to  confer  with  the  Commissioner  of  Public  Works 
with  a  view  to  establishing  a  separate  Sewer 
Division  in  the  Brighton-Allston  district  of  Boston. 

Coun.  MADDEN — Mr.  Chairman,  as  you  know, 
this  past  week  we  have  had  two  rainstorms.  I  had 
sixteen  complaints  from  people  living  in  sections 
where  the  sewers  were  flooded.  I  went  down  to 
the  local  city  yards  and  I  find  out  in  the  City  of 
Boston  we  have  one  sewer-cleaning  machine.  We 
have  two  or  three  others  and  they  are  all  in  need  of 
repairs.  We  have  a  lot  of  other  equipment,  so 
called,  of  the  Public  Works  Department  but  it  is  all 
apparently  in  need  of  repair,  quite  badly.  They 
take  parts  from  this  one  and  put  them  on  that. 
As  a  consequence  they  let  out  the  work  to  private 
contractors,  who  get  enough  money  each  month  to 
buy  a  machine.  Maybe  that  is  a  good  way  to  do 
it.  I  would  hate  to  have  to  run  my  golf  range 
that  way. 

Passed  under  suspension  of  the  rule. 


BIDS  ON   COLLECTION   OF    GARBAGE   IN 
BRIGHTON. 

Coun.  MADDEN  and  LANE  offered  the 
following: 

Ordered,  That  his  Honor  the  Mayor  be  requested  . 
to  notify  the  Commissioner  of  Public  Works  not 
to  award  any  contract  for  the  collection  of  garbage 
in  District  4,  Brighton,  until  such  time  as  bids  are 
advertised  in  the  City  Record  and  the  award  is 
made  to  the  lowest  bidder. 

Coun.  MADDEN — Mr.  Chairman,  the  section 
of  Boston  known  as  Brighton-Allston  has  long  been 
a  forgotten  part  of  the  city.  I  have  listened  with 
great  interest  to  the  sad  story  told  by  Councilor 
Coffey.  I  can  add  to  that  and  say  we,  in  Brighton, 
have  also  been  forgotten.  We  are  forgotten  by  alt 
except  one  of  the  city  departments.  Here  this 
past  month  the  residents  of  Brighton  were  informed 
their  taxes  will  be  increased,  their  property  assess- 
ments have  been  jacked  up  some  two  million  dollars. 
All  right,  I  suppose  the  Mayor  has  to  get  the 
money  some  place.  However,  we  can  probably 
save  some  money.  I  would  hate  to  run  my  golf 
business  as  slipshod  as  some  of  the  city  departments 
run  the  various  branches  of  the  city  government. 
It  has  come  to  my  attention  that  one  of  the  official 
licensed  robbers  in  the  City  of  Boston,  I  guess  you 
would  call  them  that,  have  persuaded  the  Commis- 
sioner of  Public  Works  to  give  him  a  recent  gravy 
train  contract.  Up  to  a  few  years  ago  they  used 
to  take  the  ashes  and  garbage  in  District  4  which 
comprises  Brighton  and  Allston  for  the  sum  of 
$10,000.  Now  we  find  certain  city  officials, 
probably  the  same  bagmen  Councilor  Coffey 
previously  referred  to,  have  suggested  that  ten 
grand  is  not  enough,  you  cannot  get  rich  fast 
enough,  make  it  seventeen  and  we  will  give  you  a 
private  contract.  If  seventeen  was  an  honest 
contract,  why  slip  it  under  the  table?  If  it  cost 
$17,000  to  remove  the  ashes  from  Brighton-Allston, 
it  should  be  handled  the  way  they  all  are  handled, 
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it  should  be  advertised.  I  went  to  the  trouble  of 
doing  :i  little  checking.  I  Bnd  that  the  man  who 
has  the  contraot  there  on  which  he  based  his 
$17,1)00  figure  says  he  had  forty  men  working. 
Those  who  are  doing  the  checking  cannot  find  but 
thirty.  He  says  forty.  Those  men  are  supposed 
to  'work  on  an  average  of  about  forty  hours  a  week. 
The  rate  in  the  contract  is  $10  an  hour.  For  a 
month  that  would  come  to  about  $7,000.  Sup- 
posing all  the  men  worked  forty  hours  or  more,  it 
would  come  to  $7,000.  Now  he  also  says  he  has 
eight  trucks  on  the  job.  He  is  the  only  one  who 
can  find  the  eight  trucks.  He  said  there  are  eight 
trucks.  Let  it  go.  We  note  by  the  contract  that 
the  average  rate  of  payment  for  trucks  is  $3  an 
hour.  Taking  him  at  his  own  figures  of  eight 
trucks  and  giving  him  the  top  average  of  $3  an 
,  hour,  over  the  months,  that  would  come  to  $4,800 
for  truck  hire  plus  $7,000  for  man  hire,  which 
comes  to  about  $11,000,  between  $11,000  and 
$12,000.  That  leaves  a  leeway  of  $5,000  which 
nobody  can  explain  except  the  contractor,  a 
mysterious  bagman  for  somebody.  I  took  an  oath, 
Mr.  President,  the  first  of  the  year  that  I  would 
represent  my  district  to  the  best  of  my  ability. 
I  strenuously  protest  the  granting  of  this  and  any 
other  gravy  train  contract.  Under  the  law  we 
must  remove  the  ashes.  We  must  remove  the 
garbage.  But  when  it  reaches  the  stage  that 
certain  particular  contractors  are  getting  this  work 
for  $5,000  to  $10,000  over  the  actual  normal  cost, 
then  I  say  it  stinks.  It  is  a  singular  thing  that  this 
particular  contractor  who  I  am  informed  was  one 
of  the  bagmen  for  one  of  the  present  Mayor's 
opponents  last  fall  is  one  of  the  hangovers  of 
bureaucracy,  whom  we  have  here  running  the 
various  departments.  I  do  not  know  how  they 
got  in.  They  must  have  the  Mayor's  approval. 
Some  of  them  apparently  were  not  with  him  last 
fall.  They  are  doing  a  grand  job  in  running  these 
various  contracts;  as  far  as  this  contract  goes  that 
certainly  should  be  looked  into. 

Passed  under  suspension  of  the  rule. 


SOUNDINGS    OF    CHANDLER'S    POND. 

Coun.  MADDEN  and  LANE  offered  the 
following: 

Ordered,  That  the  sum  of  $5,000  be,  and  hereby 
is,  appropriated  to  be  expended  under  the  direction 
of  the  Park  Commission,  for  the  purpose  of  making 
soundings  and  a  survey  of  Chandler's  Pond  in 
Gallagher  Park,  Ward  22,  Brighton,  and  that  the 
City  Treasurer  be  authorized  to  issue,  from  time 
to  time,  upon  the  request  of  the  Mayor,  bonds  or 
certificates  of  indebtedness  to  said  amount. 

Coun.  MADDEN — Mr.  Chairman,  apparently 
East  Boston,  South  Boston  and  Charlestown  and 
other  sections  are  not  the  only  sections  that  have 
not  any  bathing  beaches  for  the  children.  I 
think  it  is  a  crying  shame  that  the  City  of  Boston 
can  find  nine  million  dollars  for  a  new  tunnel  for 
the  horse  track  people  and  can  get  millions  for 
off  street  parking  but  they  cannot  dig  up  a  few 
thousand  dollars  for  bathing  beaches  in  East 
Boston  or  a  couple  of  thousand  dollars  to  fix  up 
the  beaches  in  South  Boston.  They  cannot 
give  them  anything  in  Charlestown.  We  have 
nothing  in  Brighton.  Gentlemen,  it  is  about 
time  that  some  of  these  city  heads  get  on  the  ball 
and  make  recommendations  to  the  Mayor  on 
things  that  should  be  done.  We  would  probably 
have  a  great  deal  less  juvenile  delinquency  if 
the  children  in  the  various  sections  of  the  city 
had  a  place  to  go  swimming,  a  place  to  burn  up 
their  energy.  No  wonder  we  have  so  much 
juvenile  delinquency.  I  think  that  the  gentleman 
is  right  in  the  description  of  those  of  us  ostensibly 
running  the  City  of  Boston.  I  know  in  that 
respect  maybe  some  of  the  older  councilors  get 
along  much  easier  than  I  do.  I  have  a  lot  of 
trouble  going  to  some  of  these  departments.  I 
am  responsible  to  the  people  in  Brighton.  We 
have  not  got  a  single  tiling  out  there  except  an 
old  fire  barn  that  they  painted  over  and  called 
the  municipal  building.  We  have  not  a  thing  in 
the  municipal  building  except  half  a  dozen  shower 
baths.  Fortunately,  most  of  the  people  out 
there  do  not  need  shower  baths.  They  have 
bathing  facilities  in  their  homes  where  they  can 
take  a  bath.  That  is  all  we  have  in  the  municipal 
building  in  Brighton,  a  couple  of  showers.  I 
think,  gentlemen,  it  is  about  time  some  of  us 
get  up  on  our  heels  and  say,  "Mr.  Mayor,  let  us 
call  in  a  few  department  heads  and  let  us  get 


acquainted ;  let  them  meet  some  of  the  City 
Councilors  who  have  constituents  on  their  necks 
all  the  time,  constituents  who  think  we  are  big 
shots,  when,  as  a  matter  of  fact,  we  are  just 
errand  boys."  Do  not  kid  yourself,  we  are 
nothing  but  errand  boys.  When  you  go  to 
department  heads,  they  say,  "Hello,  Sonny, 
what  are  vou  looking  for?" 

Coun.  KINSELLA— Mr.  President,  I  have  to 
admire  the  councilor  from  Ward  22  (Coun. 
Madden).  I  sat  back  here  this  afternoon  and 
listened  to  the  councilors  from  Wards  1,  0,  7,  2,  and 
then  the  councilor  from  Ward  22  was  speaking 
It  is  practically  seven  months  since  the  first  of 
the  year  which  have  gone  by.  I  have  been 
practically  three  years  in  the  City  Council.  I  had 
the  honor  of  serving  under  practically  three 
mayors,  Mayor  Tobin,  Mayor  Kerrigan,  and  now 
Mayor  Curley.  I  did  not  always  agree  with 
Mayor  Tobin,  who  is  now  the  Governor  of  the 
Commonwealth.  Neither  did  I  always  agree 
with  Mayor  Kerrigan.  The  same  holds  true.  I 
will  not  always  agree  with  his  Honor  the  Mayor 
downstairs.  It  is  a  shame  when  a  member  of  the 
City  Council  refers  to  us,  and  it  was  truthfully 
said  by  the  councilor  from  Ward  22,  that  we  were 
nothing  but  errand  boys.  When  you  go  to  the 
heads  of  the  departments  and  intercede  for  a 
friend  or  constituent  in  your  ward  and  ask  for  a 
favor  or  something  which  is  needed  to  be  done  in 
the  line  of  improvement,  you  have  to  wait  week 
after  week  trying  to  get  an  answer  one  way  or  the 
other.  You  do  not  get  it.  You  get  telephone 
calls.  A  person  looking  for  something  will  tell 
you  there  is  a  certain  man  in'  the  city  now  running 
for  state  office  who  is  close  to  the  administration, 
the  bagman.  You  have  to  take  care  of  the  depart- 
ment heads  in  order  to  get  something  done.  I 
am  sick  and  tired,  Mr.  Chairman,  of  trying  to  get 
something  done  in  my  ward.  I  am  going  to  say 
something  for  Ward  17  for  a  change.  I  introduced 
an  order  under  Maurice  J.  Tobin  asking  for  the 
improvement  of  Roberts  Playground  in  Ward  17. 
It  was  the  only  playground  there.  Maurice  J. 
Tobin  was  kind  enough  to  come  out  one  afternoon 
with  Commissioner  Long  and  his  engineer,  Mr. 
Murphy.  We  made  a  survey  of  the  ward.  He 
truthfully  said  Ward  17  should  be  entitled  to  at 
least  one  good  playground.  We  got  $23,000  for 
fixing  up  Roberts  Playground.  We  gave  it  to  a 
contractor  on  Court  street.  He  is  one  of  the  same 
boys  we  think  of  as  being  in  with  this  administra- 
tion. He  was  supposed  to  fix  the  playground. 
We  started  off  and  got  three  or  four  contracts 
under  that  administration.  As  I  understand  it, 
we  had  to  go  back  and  do  it  over,  the  Roberts 
Playground  —  had  to  do  a  part  of  it  over.  There 
is  a  certain  amount  of  money  left  from  that 
contract  of  $23,000  in  the  Park  Commissioner's 
office,  no  doubt  for  the  contractor  to  fix  the  botch 
he  started  at  the  Roberts  Playground.  He  has 
not  done  it.  We  have  spoken  to  the  Commis- 
sioner and  he  has  been  promising  us  he  will  do 
something.  We  have  spoken  to  him  about  another 
playground.  He  has  not  done  anything  in  regard 
to  that.  I  spoke  with  the  Street  Commissioner's 
office  about  a  favor  and  asked  them  for  at  least 
an  answer.  They  should  turn  the  constituent 
down  or  grant  the  favor.  I  would  like  to  know 
what  they  are  holding  up  that  request  for.  There 
is  talk  around  the  city  that  you  have  to  see  certain 
men.  If  we  have  to  see  them,  let  us  know  who 
they  are.  I  know  a  couple.  If  there  are  more 
than  two,  let  us  know.  If  we  do  not  have  to  see 
these  boys  around  the  City  Hall,  on  the  second 
floor,  on  School  street,  on  the  side  alleys,  if  we  do 
not  have  to  see  them  let  the  heads  of  the  depart- 
ments tell  us  that  the  request  will  be  taken  care 
of  or  that  they  are  going  to  turn  it  down.  That 
is  all  I  want  to  know. 

Passed  under  supension  of  the  rule. 


INCREASE,  SEWER  YARD  FORCE. 

Coun.  COFFEY  and  KINSELLA  offered  the 
following: 

Ordered,  That  his  Honor  the  Mayor  be  requested 
to  authorize  the  addition  of  at  least  two  laborers 
and  one  sewer  cleaner  to  the  force  of  the  Sewer 
Yard  of  the  Public  Works  Department  in  the 
East  Boston  district  of  Boston  and  to  assign  one 
more  truck  to  the  equipment  of  this  yard,  for  the 
purpose  of  offering  better  service  by  this  yard  to 
the  people  of  East  Boston  and  Charlestown,  which 
comprise  this  sewer  district. 

Passed  under  suspension  of  the  rule. 


AUGUST    5,     1946. 
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RECESS. 

•  On  motion  of  Coun.  COFFEY  the  Council 
voted  at  4.15  p.  m.  to  take  a  recess,  subject  to  the 
call  of  the  Chair.  The  members  reassembled  and 
were  called  to  order  by  President  KELLY  at 
8  p.  m. 


President  KELLY  in  the  chair. 


REPORT   OF  EXECUTIVE  COMMITTEE. 

Coun.  FISH,  for  the  Executive  Committee, 
submitted  the  following: 

1.  On  the  message  of  the  Mayor,  order  referred 
July  22,  1946,  leasing  a  portion  of  the  Municipal 
Building,  Columbia  road  at  Bird  street  to 
Selective  Service,  the  Executive  Committee  sub- 
mitted a  report  recommending  the  order  ought  to 
pass. 

The  report  was  accepted  and  the  order  passed. 

2.  On  the  message  of  the  Mayor,  ordered 
referred  this  date,  authorizing  the  City  Clerk  to 
revise  and  have  printed  the  Boston  Directory, 
expense  to  be  paid  from  the  Contingent  Fund,  the 
Executive  Committee  submitted  a  report  recom- 
mending the  order  ought  to  pass. 

The  report  was  accepted  and  the  question  came 
on  the  passage  of  the  order.  The  roll  was  called 
and  the  order  passed.  Whole  number  of  ballots  16, 
yeas  16. 

3.  On  the  message  of  the  Mayor,  order  referred 
this  date,  on  the  appropriation  from  the  income 
of  the  Sumner  Traffic  Tunnel  of  $30,000  to  be 
expended  by  the  Commissioner  of  Public  Works, 
the  Executive  Committee  submitted  a  report 
recommending  the  order  ought  to  pass. . 

The  report  was  accepted  and  the  question  came 
on  the  passage  of  the  order.  The  roll  was  called 
and  the  order  passed.  Whole  number  of  ballots  16, 
yeas  16. 

Coun.  FISH,  for  the  Executive  Committee, 
submitted  the  following: 

4.  On  the  message  of  the  Mayor,  order  referred 
this  date,  for  the  transfer  of  $75,000  from  Snow 
Removal  Appropriations  to  the  Appropriation  for 
the  House  of  Correction,  Public  Improvements  and 
Repairs,  the  Executive  Committee  submitted  a 
report  recommending  the  order  ought  to  pass. 

The  report  was  accepted  and  the  question  came 
on  the  passage  of  the  order. 

Coun.  KEENAN— Mr.  President,  a  point  of 
information.  Am  I  correct  that  this  money  is 
the  money  for  Deer  Island? 

President  KELLY — That  is  correct,  councilor. 

Coun.  KEENAN — Didn't  we  make  a  motion  in 
the  Executive  Session  to  lay  it  on  the  table? 

President  KELLY — No.  It  was  reported  back 
it  ought  to  pass.     The  clerk  will  call  the  roll. 

The  roll  was  called  and  the  order  passed,  yeas,  13, 
nay,  1. 

Yeas — Coun.  Bayley,  Bryan,  Chase,  Coffey, 
Cook,  Fish,  Hannon,  Kelly,  Kinsella,  Linehan. 
McCormack,  Moriarty,  Russo. 

Nay — Coun.  Scannell. 

5.  On  the  message  of  the  Mayor,  order  referred 
July  1,  1946,  for  loan  of  five  million  dollars  for 
off-street  parking  facilities,  the  Executive  Com- 
mittee submitted  a  report  the  order  ought  not 
to  pass. 

The  question  came  on  the  acceptance  of  the 
report  of  the  committee.  The  report  was  accepted 
and  the  question  came  on  the  rejection  of  the  order. 

Coun.  CHASE — Mr.  President,  I  move  that 
this  loan  order  be  reduced  by  four  million  dollars,, 
in  other  words,  that  we  grant  to  his  Honor  the 
Mayor  one  million  dollars.  I  make  this  motion, 
Mr.  President,  having  in  mind,  sir,  that  his  Honor 
the  Mayor  is  practically  desiring  the  expenditure 
of  these  five  million  dollars.  The  Boston  Street 
Commission  and  the  Boston  Real  Estate  Commis- 
sion is  composed  of  men  appointed  by  the  Mayor. 
They  will  abide  by  his  dictates.  I  see  no  way  that 
the  Mayor  can  be  checked  in  any  possible*  wrongful 
move  on  his  part.  When  I  say  wrongful  move, 
I  have  in  mind  that  when  the  Sumner  Tunnel  was 
built  there  was  a  large  site  of  land  down  there 
where  a  land  speculator  made  about  $100,000  on 
an  option  that  he  had  to  pay  $50,000  for,  an  option 
for  as  I  remember  it,  ninety  days,  to  buy  at  about 
$180,000.  Lo  and  behold,  within  ninety  days  the 
city  came  in  and  took  that  very  site  of  land  for 
around  $280,000.  The  land  speculator  who  put  in 
$50,000  cleaned  up  $100,000.  Now,  Mr.  President, 
we  will  assume  that  land  speculators  throughout 
the  city  average  the  same  percentage  of  profits 


on  this  five  million  dollars.  You  can  readily  see 
what  a  hosing  the  taxpayers  will  take.  So,  Mr. 
President,  I  have  this  in  mind,  that  if  we  give  his 
Honor  the  Mayor  one  million  dollars  to  take  up 
by  eminent  domain  certain  sites  in  Boston  for 
parking  with  the  promise  that  if  he  sells  the  proper 
sites  that  will  actually  relieve  traffic  conditions, 
he  can  come  back  to  the  Council  and  get  the  other 
four  million  dollars  piecemeal,  that  we  will  be 
acting  in  a  manner  in  which  we  are  expected  to 
act,  namely,  to  be  on  the  alert  to  protect  the  city 
treasury.  If  his  Honor  the  Mayor  for  some  reason 
does  not  spend  the  one  million  dollars  the  way  it 
should  be  expended  then  the  City  Council  is  in  a 
position  to  refuse  the  balance  of  the  four  million 
dollars  or  any  part  of  the  four  million  dollars. 
I  realize,  sir,  that  many  organizations  throughout 
the  city  are  sponsoring  and  backing  this  plan  but 
I  have  a  mind  of  my  own.  The  good  people  of 
my  district  elected  me  to  this  office.  Five  million 
dollars  is  an  awful  chunk  of  the  taxpayers'  money, 
especially  when  we  have  had  in  this  administration 
and  other  administrations  criticisms  afterwards 
because  of  the  large  expenditure  by  the  moving 
powers.  In  other  words,  there  has  been  a  waste 
of  the  taxpayers'  money.  I  do  not  see  why  we 
should  give  his  Honor  the  Mayor  five  million 
dollars  outright  so  that  he  can  turn  around  and 
sell  any  site  in  Boston  irrespective  of  what  the 
Planning  Board  or  any  other  commission  suggests. 
For  one  million  dollars  he  can  select  certain  spots. 
If  he  acts  properly  in  the  selection  of  those  spots 
later  we  can  grant  him  another  one  million  dollars 
and  so  on  until  the  five  million  dollars  has  been 
granted.  Now  many  people  think  that  probably 
I  take  this  attitude  because  they  brand  me  as  an 
anti-administration  man.  I  am  not  against,  the 
'  administration  in  any  matter  which  will  be  carried 
out  properly  and  which  will  be  for  the  benefit  of 
the  city.  I  fully  realize  we  have  bad  traffic  con- 
ditions in  Boston  and  that  we  have  to  do  something 
to  relieve  those  conditions  but  I  do  not  believe  in 
having  anything  rammed  down  my  throat  nor  do 
I  believe  in  following  the  suggestions  of  organiza- 
tions throughout  the  city  when  my  better  judgment 
tells  me  that  the  past  performances  by  his  Honor 
the  Mayor  says  that  it  would  be  wise  on  my  part 
and  on  our  part  if  we  granted  him  the  five  million 
dollars  piecemeal,  namely,  one  million  dollars  now; 
if  he  acts  rightly  and  selects  the  right  spots  and 
there  is  no  scandal  involved,  then  we  can  give  him 
another  one  million  dollars  and  so  forth  until  five 
million  dollars  worth  of  land  sites  are  taken  to 
relieve  traffic  conditions.  I  hope,  sir,  that  the 
Council  will  adopt  my  motion. 

President  KELLY — The  question  is  on  the 
amendment  cutting  the  original  order  from  five 
million  dollars  to  one  million  dollars. 

Coun.  HANNON— Mr.  President.  I  think 
today  we  have  seen  the  heights  of  hypocrisy. 
Some  of  us  have  sat  in  here  all  afternoon  from 
two  o'clock  on.  We  have  suffered  the  heat  of  the 
day.  We  have  suffered  the  heat  of  expressions 
of  each  other's  ideas.  Now  we  find  a  gentleman 
who  was  not  here  during  the  afternoon,  a  gentle- 
man who  has  availed  himself  of  the  opportunity 
of  eating  well,  come  in  here  and  try  to  prolong 
this  debate  when  we  have  already  discussed  the 
subject  for  more  than  an  hour.  Not  only  that, 
but  we  find  the  gentleman  who  espouses  the  cause 
of  cheapness,  the  cause  of  being  penny  wise,  the 
cause  apparently  of  protecting  the  dollar,  we  find 
him  now  in  a  position  where  we  recommend  not 
spending  a  penny  and  he  who  calls  himself  the 
watchdog  of  the  treasury  gets  up  here  and  recom- 
mends that  we  burden  the  poor  taxpayer  with  a 
million  dollars.  I  wonder  what  he  had  for  supper. 
Certainly  it  was  not  usual  diet,  for  generally  he  is 
the  one  who  recommends  not  spending  a  cent. 
But  now  he  wants  to  give  somebody  one  million 
dollars.  I  do  not  believe  in  that.  I  am  the 
watchdog  of  the  treasury.  I  do  not  believe  in 
spending  a  penny  until  we  know  how  the  money 
is  going  to  be  spent  and  where  it  is  going  to  be 
spent.  My  idea  is  that  the  Legislature  had  more 
faith  in  the  Chief  Executive  of  this  city  than  one 
of  the  councilors  has  in  him.  Sometimes  I  wonder 
how  much  pressure  is  exerted  on  the  councilor  up 
at  the  State'  House.  Here  is  an  order  that  goes 
through  there  permitting  the  Mayor  to  spend 
five  million  dollars.  Most  of  us  here  who  are 
interested  in  protecting  the  people  who  sent  us 
here  do  not  want  to  spend  a  penny  until  we  know 
how  this  money  is  going  to  be  spent  and  where  it 
is  going  to  be  spent.  Yet  the  gentleman  from  the 
Back  Bay  who  does  not  believe  in  spending  money 
freely  wants  to  spend  one  million  dollars.  He 
does  not  know  where  it  is  going  to  be  spent  unless 
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he  has  some  insiiK'  dope  thai  it  is  going  to  bo 
sponl  in  his  backyard.  Well,  1  want  to  know 
what  is  going  to  be  spent  in  mine.  That  is  why 
1  am  against  it.  whether  you  are  making  it  ono 
million  dollars  or  ten  million  dollars.  I  will  still 
bo  against  it.  I  think  that  the  gentleman  who 
comes  in  here  now  with  his  stomach  well  nourished 
while  the  test,  of  lis  ate  suffering  from  hunger 
should  express  his  opinions  in  the  State  House 
and  not  down  here.  He  has  a  tremendous  advan- 
tage over  the  rest  of  us.  He  gets  two  shots  at  it, 
he  takes  the  reaction  up  there  and  comes  down 
here  and  jumps  on  the  popular  side  of  the  question. 
Today  he  is  trying  to  straddle.  He  does  not 
dare  lie  against  it  because  his  campaign  over  there 
is  for  it  and  most  of  the  people  in  the  Back  Bay 
are  for  it.  So  lie  cannot  be  against  it.  Yet  he  tries 
to  cover  himself  by  heaping  abuse  on  the  Mayor, 
saying  let  us  cut  it  down.  Why  not  be  on  the 
up  and  up?  We  are  either  for  it  or  we  are  against 
it.  If  it  is  worth  one  million  dollars  it  is  worth 
five  million  dollars.  If  it  is  worth  anything,  let 
us  give  it  a  chance,  but  before  we  give  it  a  chance 
let  us  find  out  where  and  when  it  is  going  to  work. 

Coun.  COOK — Mr.  President,  the  councilor 
from  Ward  13  (Coun.  Hannon)  has  expressed  my 
ideas.  While  I  do  not  feel  like  going  into  per- 
sonalities, it  seems  to  me  that  a  Legislature  which 
we  all  know  is  not  friendly  to  the  present  admin- 
istration saw  fit  to  pass  an  act  giving  the  Mayor 
this  power  to  spend  five  million  dollars  for  off-street 
parking.  He  has  practically  all  of  the  power. 
Now  I  think  most  of  the  city  realizes  that  the 
parking  problem  in  the  City  of  Boston  is  a  very 
difficult  one.  Evidently  the  Legislature  which 
has  over  200  members  in  the  House  and  40  in  the 
Senate  in  a  measure  signed  by  the  Governor,  all 
agree  to  that  and  they  all  thought  that  the  minimum 
to  relieve  the  parking  problem  in  a  satisfactory 
manner  was  five  million  dollars.  Now  if  the 
Council  sees  fit  to  look  into  it  further  to  find 
out  in  advance  what  plans  the  Planning  Board, 
the  Mayor  and  the  Street  Commissioner  have,  I 
can  go  along  with  that.  To  put  it  on  the  basis 
they  are  going  to  give  one  million  dollars  to  the 
man  who  has  the  most  power  and  watch  what  he 
does  with  it  because  in  the  past  there  have  been 
scandals  and  stealing  and  then  give  him  another 
one  million  dollars  if  he  behaves  himself  until 
we  get  down  to  the  last  one  million  dollars,  I 
wonder  whether  we  are  going  to  cut  it  down  to 
one  thousand  dollars  apiece  as  we  go  along  the  line. 
That  is  the  most  ridiculous  way  of  putting  a 
proposition  that  I  have  ever  heard.  We  had 
either  ought  to  say  the  Legislature  was  right  and 
the  City  of  Boston  needs  five  million  dollars  for 
off-street  parking  and  we  had  ought  to  go  ahead 
with  it  right  away  or  we  had  ought  to  say  No, 
we  want  to  look  into  it  further.  I  think  the 
motion  to  cut  this  down  to  one  million  dollars  for 
the  first  time  and  not  to  know  what  the  next 
motion  is  going  to  be  is  ridiculous.  It  is  an 
insult  to  the  intelligence  of  the  Legislature  and 
an  insult  to  the  intelligence  of  the  Council  and  an 
insult  to  the  intelligence  of  the  Chief  Executive 
of  this  city.  I  do  not  think  we  had  ought  to  pass 
that  order.  I  think  we  had  ought  to  take  the 
committee's  report  as  sent  in. 

Coun.  KINSELLA— Mr.  President,  I  would 
like  to  raise  a  point  of  order  and  ask  the  clerk  to 
clarify  the  point  of  order  which  is  this,  while  we 
have  under  the  charter  the  right  to  reduce  a  loan 
order,  can  we  then  keep  adding  to  that  amount 
to  reach  subsequently  the  original  amount  con- 
tained in  the  original  legislative  act? 

President  KELLY — I,  am  informed  by  the  City 
Clerk  if  this  is  reduced  to  one  million  dollars  the 
Mayor  can  keep  sending  in  loan  orders  to  the 
Council  up  to  the  amount  of  another  four  million 
dollars. 

Coun.  KINSELLA — Mr.  President,  a  point  of 
information.  Do  we  understand  that  is  within 
the  terms  of  the  five  million  dollars  and  that  each 
one  would  then  take  a  separate  reading  within 
fourteen  days,  two  separate  readings  for  fourteen 
days? 

President  KELLY — Each  one  would  have  to 
have  a  separate  reading. 

Coun.  KINSELLA— On  the  motion,  Mr.  Presi- 
dent, I  do  not  like  to  be  too  critical  of  the  opinion 
expressed  by  Councilor  Chase  because  it  might  be 
con  trued  to  border  on  the  personal  and  it  is  not 
intended  ever  to  be  personal.  I  cannot  understand 
how  we  expect  the  good  behavior  of  the  Mayor  or 
anybody  else  while  we  are  reducing  the  bond  issues. 
I  know  while  some  things  go  by  in  the  Legislature 
because  they,  like  the  sponsors  of  this  matter,  when 


it  comes  to  the  City  of  Boston  spending  money,  it 
is  examined  carefully,  much  moro  carefully  than 
we  examine  our  conscience.  To  say  he  had  to 
give  us  one  million  dollars'  worth  of  proof  of 
efficiency  each  time  before  we  give  him  another 
million  dollars  is  just  ridiculous,  as  for  the  people 
of  our  wards  to  say  we  can  draw  so  much  of  our 
salaries  while  wo  do  certain  things  which  they  say 
is  correct.  We  have  to  allow  for  a  margin  of  error 
in  things  of  that  nature.  We  cannot  predicate  it 
on  the  idea  that  those  things  are  going  to  be 
perfect.  Mr.  Chase  in  winding  up  his  remarks 
made  a  statement  which  I  will  try  to  quote  verba- 
tim, that  until  the  Mayor  shows  that  the  proper 
sites  are  selected  and  so  forth.  I  would  like  to 
ask  the  councilor  now  if  he  will  attempt  to  answer 
this  question,  who  is  going  to  be  the  final  authority 
on  the  Mayor's  judgment  if  we  give  him  one  million 
dollars  and  he  uses  it  for  the  construction  of  a 
number  of  off-street  garages.  Who  is  the  final 
authority  who  is  going  to  pass  judgment  on  the 
wisdom  of  his  selection? 

Coun.  CHASE — Mr.  President,  I  will  have  to 
qualify  my  answer,  if  you  will  accept  the  qualifica- 
tion. 

Coun.  KINSELLA — Yes,  by  all  means. 

Coun.  CHASE — I  do  not  think  you  understand 
exactly  what  I  am  driving  at.  I  have  in  mind 
giving  his  Honor  the  Mayor  one  million  dollars  to 
select  sites  in  Boston  to  the  extent  of  one  million 
dollars'  worth.  If  the  Council  and  the  public  at 
large  with  the  various  organizations  which  seem  to 
be  sponsoring  this  idea  is  satisfied  with  the  manner 
in  which  his  Honor  the  Mayor  acted,  then  we  can 
give  him  or  grant  him  another  one  million  dollars 
and  so  on  until  he  has  been  given  five  million 
dollars.  I  see  no  necessity  of  giving  him  five 
million  dollars  and  telling  him  to  go  ahead. 

Coun.  KINSELLA — Mr.  President,  then  Coun- 
cilor Chase  would  suggest  to  the  twenty-one 
members  of  the  Body  besides  himself  that  we 
honor  the  Mayor's  wisdom  in  this  matter  and 
accept  the  judgment  of  those  we  do  not  even  know. 
We  do  not  know.  We  have  never  seen  anybody  in 
here  representing  himself  as  an  expert  on  the 
problem,  giving  us  an  idea  of  the  proper  location. 
We  do  not  know  how  much  available  city-owned 
land  can  be  used  in  strategic  parts  of  the  city.  We 
know  nothing  about  it.  We  do  not  know  anything 
about  the  people  who  are  going  to  build  them, 
whether  they  are  going  to  be  farmed  out  to  people 
to  do  this  as  private  investments  or  at  least  to  hire 
them  afterwards  and  rent  them.  There  is  nothing 
we  know  about  it.  I  think  we  either  give  Mayor 
Curley  five  million  dollars  today  or  give  him 
nothing: 

Coun.  CHASE — Mr.  President,  it  is  with  regret 
that  I  find  myself  in  a  position  of  getting  up  to 
answer  the  remarks  made  by  one  of  my  colleagues. 
I  again  reiterate  I  have  been  branded  as  an  anti- 
administration  man.  I  supposedly  am  against  his 
Honor  the  Mayor  in  all  of  his  undertakings, 
right  or  wrong.  I  will  have  to  state  that  is  not  so. 
Frankly,  sir,  I  shall  never  enter  into  any  deal  with 
his  Honor  the  Mayor,  nor  shall  he  solicit  my 
support  for  any  proposition  nor  will  I  wrongfully 
enter  into  a  bargain  with  him  whereby  he  can  get 
my  vote  on  any  matter  in  return  for  some  favor. 
I  take  great  pride  in  saying  to  you  that  I  have  not 
visited  the  office  of  his  Honor  the  Mayor  once 
since  he  was  elected  Mayor  nor  shall  I.  I  do  not 
care  to  have  any  dealings  with  the  gentleman 
whatever. 

Coun.  FISH— Mr.  President. 

President  KELLY — For  what  purpose  does  the 
gentleman  rise? 

Coun.  FISH — He  is  straying  from  the  point  and 
getting  into  personalities  that  have  no  bearing  on 
the  subject. 

President  KELLY — The  point  is  well  taken. 
Kindly  confine  your  remarks  to  the  motion. 

Coun.  CHASE— Mr.  President,  a  point  of 
personal  privilege.  I  sat  here  patiently,  sir,  and 
listened  to  the  gentleman  from  Dorchester  engage 
in  personalities.  No  one  rose  to  my  defense.  I 
gave  him  open  wing.  Now,  sir,  I  shall  enjoy 
freedom  of  speech  and  I  shall  call  the  cards  as  I  sec 
them.  I  repeat,  sir,  I  shall  not  in  any  way  at  any 
time  enter  into  any  bargain  with  his  Honor  the 
Mayor. 

President  KELLY — Councilor,  I  am  sorry. 
You  will  have  to  confine  your  remarks  to  the  order 
before  us,  reducing  the  amount  of  money  from 
five  million  dollars. 

Coun.  CHASE— Mr.  President,  if  I  think  his 
Honor  the  Mayor  is  right  and  if  I  think  he  should 
enjoy  our  confidence  I  shall  vote  that  way.     But 


AUGUST    5,     1946. 


393 


when  I  think  that  his  Honor  the  Mayor  is  wrong 
I  shall  vote  No.  In  this  case  I  am  guided  in 
voting  the  way  I  shall  simply  because  of  the  past 
performance  of  his  Honor  the  Mayor.  Surely  I 
am  justified  in  being  suspicious  that  his  Honor  the 
Mayor  will  not  expend  the  five  million  dollars  the 
way  some  other  honest  chief  executive  of  the  city 
will.  I  stand  here  and  I  challenge  any  member 
of  the  Council  to  say  that  I  am  voting  or  that  I 
am  talking  the  way  I  am  because  I  want  to  bargain 
with  his  Honor  the  Mayor.  I  challenge  any 
member  here,  sir,  to  say  that  Councilor  Chase  is 
willing  to  vote  for  the  five  million  dollars  provided 
his  Honor  the  Mayor  will  deal  with  him. 

Coun.  HANNON— Mr.  President.  I  will  say 
that  I  accept  the  challenge. 

President  KELLY — Does  Councilor  Chase 
yield? 

Coun.  CHASE— I  do  not  yield. 

President  KELLY — Councilor  Chase,  continue. 

Coun.  CHASE — I  have  been  a  member  of  the 
Council  for  eight  years.  During  those  eight 
years  I  have  never  wrongfully  held  up  any  chief 
executive  for  anything  nor  have  I  endeavored  to 
bargain  with  any  chief  executive  of  this  city 

Coun.  HANNON— Mr.  President,  a  point  of 
order. 

Coun.   CHASE — On  any  proposition. 

Coun.  HANNON — Is  the  gentleman  implying 
other  members  of  the  Council  have  done  things 
wrongfully?  . 

President  KELLY — The  point  is  well  taken. 
Councilor  Chase,  you  will  kindly  confine  your 
remarks  to  the  motion  before  us.  You  cannot 
impugn  the  motives  of  any  other  member  of  the 
Council.  You  have  to  talk  on  this  motion  to 
amend  this  order  from  five  million  dollars  to  one 
million  dollars. 

Coun.  KINSELLA— Mr.  President,  a  point  of 
order.  The  Chair  has  twice  ruled  that  the  points 
of  order  raised  against  Councilor  Chase  were  well 
taken.  Is  it  the  custom  now  to  rule  the  gentleman 
out  of  order  and  let  him  appeal? 

President  KELLY — I  am  going  to  recognize 
Councilor  Chase.  If  he  strays  off  the  path  again, 
I  am  going  to  rule  him  out  of  order. 

Coun.  KINSELLA— Mr.  President,  a  point  of 
information.  While  we  stay  here  on  city  business 
we  submit  ■  ourselves  to  implications  that  our 
conduct  has  been  dishonest  because  of  the  support 
we  have  given  the  Mayor's  propositions  in  the 
past? 

President  KELLY— The  Chair  believes  the 
councilor  will  confine  his  remarks  to  the  order. 
If  he  strays  again  he  is  going  to  rule  him  out  of 
order. 

Coun.  KINSELLA— Mr.  President,  a  point  of 
information.  Will  the  Chair  state  for  the  benefit 
of  the  councilors  present,  including  Councilor 
Chase,  as  to  the  number  of  times  the  gentleman  is 
going  to  be  allowed  to  stray? 

President  KELLY — He  is  not  going  to  be 
allowed  to  stray  at  all.  I  have  warned  him.  He 
is  going  to  talk  on  the  motion  he  made  to  amend 
the  order  from  five  to  one  million  dollars.  If  he 
strays  again  I  will  rule  him  out  of  order. 

Coun.  KINSELLA— Mr.  President,  a  point  of 
information.  Will  that  statement  have  to  come 
from  a  member  on  the  floor? 

President  KELLY — I  will  rule  him  out  of  order. 
I  have  warned  him  finally. 

Coun.  CHASE — May  I  ask,  sir,  to  have  the 
City  Clerk  inform  the  Council  when  his  Honor  the 
Mayor  first  sent  this  order  to  us. 

President  KELLY— July  1,   1946. 

Coun.  CHASE — Mr.  President,  from  the  very 
beginning  I  was  not  in  favor  of  this  loan  order, 
even  in  the  House  of  Representatives.  I  warned 
my  colleagues  despite  the  fact  that  I  had  con- 
siderable Republican  proponents  for  the  measure 
that  this  matter  involved  five  million  dollars  in 
a  blank  check  for  his  Honor  the  Mayor,  to  spend 
in  any  way  he  sees  fit  in  the  selection  of  land  sites 
for  the  supposed  purpose  of  relieving  traffic.  I 
repeat,  sir,  five  million  dollars  is  a  lot  of  money. 
We  have  known  under  more  than  one  administra- 
tion misuse  of  public  funds  in  land  takings.  It 
is  one  of  the  easiest  ways  to  steal  the  taxpayers' 
money.  May  I  warn  my  colleagues,  sir,  that 
there  was  considerable  Republican  pressure  for 
the  passage  of  this  loan  order,  for  the  passage  of . 
this  loan.  I  am  not  making  it  an  issue  because 
I  am  supposedly  anti-administration.  I  talked 
the  same  way  then  as  I  am  talking  now.  I  have 
other  reasons  why  we  should  go  easy  in  giving 
his  Honor  the  Mayor  a  blank  check  of  five  million 
dollars.  Do  you  realize,  sir,  there  are  many 
institutions  in  this  city,  powerful  institutions  that 


are  only  too  glad  to  sell  to  the  city  a  lot  of  worth- 
less land  for  five  million  dollars?  It  is  a  lot  of 
money.  There  is  many  a  man  in  this  city  that  is 
willing  to  deal  with  his  Honor  the  Mayor  on  a 
five-million  dollar  proposition.  It  is  with  regret 
that  I  listened  to  my  colleague  from  Dorchester 
engage  in  personalities.  I  made  this  motion 
because  I  felt  that  we  should  act  the  way  I 
suggested.  I  was  not  guided  by  any  selfish 
instinct  nor  was  I  guided  by  any  animus  on  the 
part  of  myself  toward  the  Mayor.  I  was  guided 
solely  by  the  same  instincts  that  caused  me  to 
fight  this  motion  at  the  beginning.  I  trust,  sir, 
the  Council  will  give  serious  consideration  to  my 
motion  to  reduce  the  loan  order  to  one  million 
dollars. 

Coun.  RTJSSO— Mr.  President,  of  course  I  had 
no  intention  of  getting  up  here  and  delaying  this 
meeting.     It  is   now  half   past   eight.     We   have 
spoken  so  much  here   about  the   wisdom   of  the 
Legislature.     I  wonder  what  wisdom  the  Legisla- 
ture put  into  operation  when  they  allow  a  private 
concern  to  build  a  garage  on  Boston  Common  and 
then  in  another  breath  allow  the  Mayor  of  the 
City  of  Boston  to  spend  up  to  five  million  dollars 
for  off-street  parking.     I  am  wondering  how  fair 
they  were.     Do  you  believe,  Mr.  President,  any 
private  concern  will  undertake  a  huge  undertaking 
such   as   the  garage  under    the  Boston   Common 
knowing  full  well  that  the  City  of  Boston  is  going 
to  give  to  the  administration  five  million  dollars 
without  knowing  where  the  locations  are  going  to 
be,  how  many  locations  are  going  to  be  picked  out 
and  now  much  we  are  going  to  spend  in  the  various 
locations?     If   you   give   one  million   dollars   you 
are  giving  it  just  the  same  as  you  are  giving  five 
million  dollars.     It  is  a  blank  check  no  matter  how 
,you  do  it.     I  say  if  we  want  to  eliminate  traffic 
congestion,  let  us  try  to  widen  the  streets  of  our 
city  which  are  just  cow  paths.     Start  out  widening 
the  streets  of  Boston.     Then  you  will  get  reduced 
traffic  congestion.     Take  a  leaf  from  the  city  of 
New  York.     The  reason  why  they  have  not  got 
congestion   out  there  as   you   have  in   Boston   is 
because  of  your  streets  and  the  overhead  viaducts. 
Now  are  we  going  to  give  this  to  his  Honor  the 
Mayor  to  be  spent  under  his  supervision,  because 
after  all  these  individuals,   the  various  heads  of 
departments  are  appointed  by  him.     You  and  I 
know  each  of  the  various  department  heads  if  they 
do  not  heed  to  the  request  of  his  Honor  the  Mayor 
they  will  get  their  necks  chopped  off.     That  means 
no  bread  and  butter  for  their  family.     There  is  a 
natural  instinct  to  do  what  the  Mayor  says.     I 
believe  that  this  needs  a  thorough  study.     Unless 
something  constructive  is  given  to  this  Body,  I  do 
not  believe  and,  I  for  one,  will  not  vote  for  one 
dime.     I   told   his    Honor    the   Mayor   from    the 
beginning  of  the  year  I  owe  him  nothing.     He  owes 
me  nothing.     He  owes  a  great  deal  to  the  city  who 
elected  him.     He  is  the  Chief  Executive.     It  is  the 
people  who  made  it  possible.     We,  as  representa- 
tives  of   the  various   districts  representing   those 
districts,   seek   to   represent   people   within   those 
confines.     What   constructive   argument   has    the 
administration  for  us  to  give  them  this  five  million 
dollars?     Not    a    single    argument.     We    do    not. 
know  whether  or  not  this  will  be  the  solution  of 
traffic  congestion  in  the  City  of  Boston.     I,  for  one, 
do  not  believe  it  will.     I  say  that  the  Legislature 
in  its  wisdom  was  wrong  when  they  allowed  the 
bill  to  be  passed  and  become  a  law  that  a  private 
concern  could  undertake  the  building  of  a  garage 
on  Boston  Common.     If  we  pass  this  order  now,  . 
isn't  that  a  direct  killing  of  that  particular  law? 
Would  you  or  I,  as  businessmen,  undertake  such  a 
project  if  we  knew  that  the  City  of  Boston  was 
going  to  undertake  a  similar  project  throughout 
the  city  in  direct  competition?     Let  us  realize  what 
we  are  about  to  do.     I,  for  one,  have  not  had  the 
information  I  would  like  to  have.     I  am  not  con- 
vinced, Mr.   President,  if  it  came  to  a  vote  on  the 
passage  of  five  million  dollars  or  one  millidn  dollars 
whether  I  should  vote  for  it  or  against  it.     Not 
knowing  fully  enough  where  it  is  going  to  be,  I  will 
have  to  vote  against  it  in  order  to  safeguard  my 
own  opinion  not  to  vote  upon  something  I  do  not 
know   a   thing   about.     I   say    a    study   must   be 
undertaken  on  the  traffic  situation.     I  believe  that 
we  had  ought  to  start  a  program  of  widening  our 
streets.     That  is  our  main   problem.     Therefore, 
Mr.  President,  in  so  far  as  stealing  is  concerned, 
the  word  has  been  used  here  so  freely  today  and  I 
do  not  know  if  there  is  any  stealing,  but  if  you  are 
going  to  steal  five  million  dollars  you  are  going  to 
steal  one  million  dollars.     It  may  take  a  little  bit 
longer  to  collect  it  but  they  are  going  to  get  to  it. 
I  say,  let  us  kill  it.     If  his  Honor  the  Mayor  still 
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insists  upon  it.  let  him  give  the  Council  the  infor- 
mation necessary,  the  constructive  information  on 
how  and  where  and  when  the  projects  will  be 
undertaken.  Give  us  sufficient  time  in  order  to 
study  their  proposal  to  make  up  our  decision 
honestly  and  sincerely  and  give  the  people  of  the 
City  of  Boston  also  an  opportunity,  by  holding 
public  meetings,  to  give  their  expressions.  It  is 
their  money.  Until  such  steps  are  taken,  I  feel 
we  ought  to  kill  this  entire  order  either  of  one 
million  dollars  or  five  million  dollars,  the  original 
amount. 

Coun.  SULLIVAN— Mr.  President,  I  hope  that 
the  amendment  does  not  prevail.  Going  back  a 
few  weeks  when  we  had  the  loan  order  in  here  for 
eight  and  a  half  million  dollars,  for  the  East 
Boston  Tunnel,  it  was  stated  then  that  the 
Republicans  wanted  to  assist  the  outside  cities 
ana  towns  and  not  the  City  of  Boston.  The 
councilor  from  Ward  13  (Coun.  Hannon)  was 
justified  —  if  the  councilor  from  Ward  4  (Coun. 
Chase)  wants  to  take  it  as  a  personal  attack  —  in 
making  the  attack  upon  him.  He  was  absent  all 
afternoon.  He  came  in  here  at  the  last  minute 
to  grab  the  publicity  by  asking  for  one  million 
dollars  when  there  was  a  majority  in  the  Executive 
Committee  who  wished  that  this  be  rejected  today 
and  another  order  come  in  here  at  a  later  date,  so 
that  the  members  of  this  Body  would  have  an 
opportunity  to  study  the  matter.  The  councilor 
from  Ward  4  admitted  that  there  was  a  strong 
Republican  backing  for  this  off-street  parking. 
Do  these  Republicans  live  in  Boston?  Was  it  a 
move  on  his  part  this  afternoon  in  wanting  to 
appropriate  one  million  dollars  so  that  those  who 
want  to  take  over  the  underground  garage  under 
the  Common  would  be  discouraged  by  the  appro- 
priation of  one  million  dollars  this  afternoon?  Is 
this  another  trick  of  the  Republicans  to  hinder 
Boston?  If  the  Republicans  are  so  sincere  in 
wanting  to  help  the  taxpayers  of  Boston,  why  don't 
they  take  out  of  the  committee  the  bill  that  has 
been  there  for  the  last  fifteen  or  twenty  years  for 
the  removal  of  the  Elevated  structure  on  Washing- 
ton street,  from  Forest  Hills  to  Sullivan  square? 
You  never  hear  the  Republicans  making  anj'  move 
in  that  direction.  That  is  something  that  will 
really  help  the  City  of  Boston.  But  no,  the 
Republicans,  the  majority  of  them  come  from 
outside  Boston.  They  want  to  build  up  their 
own  towns  and  tear  down  Boston.  There  is  no 
member  in  this  Body  here  except  the  member  of 
the  Legislature  from  Ward  4  who  knows  anything 
about  this  five  million  dollars.  Without  a  com- 
mittee meeting,  he  wants  to  appropriate  one 
million  dollars.  He  is  the  watchdog  of  the  treasury. 
What  is  his  purpose  in  not  even  having  a  eom- 
,-mittee  meeting  and  with  no  other  member  know- 
ing what  the  five  million  dollars  is  for,  to  come 
in  here  to  grab  at  the  publicity  and  ask  that 
it  be  reduced  to  one  million  dollars?  Did  he, 
when  this  was  before  the  Legislature  make  any 
move  to  have  an  amendment  that  it  be  passed 
by  the  City  Council  in  piecemeal  fashion  instead 
of  five  million  dollars  outright?  What  positive 
action  that  would  help  the  City  of  Boston  has 
the  Legislature  taken,-  and  I  refer  to  the  Republican 
members,  to  definitely  help  Boston?  What  they 
are  trying  to  do  is  help  the  big  business  interests. 
They  are  doing  nothing  to  help  the  other  sections 
of  the  city  in  remedying  conditions.  Then  there 
is  the  white  elephant  we  have  in  the  Elevated 
structure.  It  was  only  one  or  two  weeks  ago 
after  we  passed  eight  and  a  half  million  dollars 
and  I  stated  at  that  time  it  was  only  to  help  the 


residents  of  the  North  Shore,  and  not  to  help  the 
City  of  Boston,  that  an  article  appeared  in  the 
newspaper  that  they  were  to  extend  the  subway 
to  Lynn  at  a  cost  of  one  million  dollars.  That  is 
perfectly  all  right;  the  state  will  pay  for  that. 
Let  the  taxpayers  of  Boston  bear  the  half-mile 
tunnel  at  the  expense  of  eight  and  a  half  million 
dollars.  I  am  going  to  move  now,  Mr.  President, 
that,  the  amendment  to  reduce  this  to  one  million 
dollars  be  laid  on  the  table  and  that  the  order  be 
rejected  as  recommended  by  the  Executive  Com- 
mittee,  without  prejudice. 

Coun.  COOK — Mr.  President,  a  point  of  order. 
Is  that  motion  in  order?  It  includes  two  motions. 
One  part  of  it  is  debatable  and  the  other  is  not. 

President  KELLY — The  Chair  is  going  to  put 
one  part  of  the  motion  on  the  order  to  the  Council, 
to  lay  the  amendment  on  the  table. 

The  question  came  on  laying  the  amendment 
on  the  table  and  the  motion  carried.  The  question 
then  came  on  the  passage  or  rejection  of  the  order. 

Coun.  RUSSO— Mr.  President. 

President  KELLY— I  will  clarify  it.  A  Yes 
vote  is  to  pass  it  and  a  No  vote  is  to  defeat  the 
five  million  dollars. 

Coun.  LINEHAN — Mr.  President,  a  point  of 
parliamentary  inquiry.  Am  I  right  in  assuming 
when  an  amendment  is  made  to  a  loan  order  like 
this,  we  have  to  act  on  that  first? 

President  KELLY — We  have  acted  on  the 
amendment.  The  amendment  has  been  laid  on 
the  table. 

Coun.  LINEHAN— Mr.  President,  I  would 
like  to  ask  the  clerk  if  you  can  have  such  a  motion 
on  an  amendment. 

President  KELLY — It  is  perfects  in  order. 
The  clerk  will  call  the  roll  and  the  councilors  will 
please  respond. 

The  question  came  on  the  passage  or  rejection 
of  the  order.  The  roll  was  called  and  the  order 
rejected,  yeas,  none,  nays,  9,  present  5. 

Nays — Coun.  Bryan,  Chase,  Hannon,  Keenan, 
Kinsella,  Moriarty,  Russo,  Scannell  and  Sullivan. 

Voting  present — Coun.  Bayley,  Cook,  Kelly, 
Linehan,  McCormack. 


NEXT    MEETING. 

Coun.  KINSELLA— Mr,  President.  I  move  that 
when  we  adjourn,  we  adjourn  until  three  weeks 
from  today,  August  26,   1946. 

The  motion  carried. 


REPORT  OF  THE   COMMITTEE  ON 
LICENSES. 

Coun.  SCANNELL,  for  the  Committee  on 
Licenses,  submitted  the  following: 

Petitions  referred  this  day  for  driveway  openings 
at  2018  Centre  street,  246  Warren  avenue  and 
194  Freeport  street,  the  Committee  on  Licenses 
submitted  a  report  recommending  the  licenses 
be    granted. 

The  report  was  accepted  and  the  licenses  were 
granted. 


Adjourned  at  8.50  p.  m.,  on  motion  of  Coun. 
SCANNELL,  to  meet  on  Monday,  August  26,  1946, 
at  2  p.  m. 
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SPECIAL  MEETING. 

Thursday,  August  8,  1946. 
Special  meeting  of  the  City  Council  was  held  in 
the  Council  Chamber,  City  Hall,  on  Thursday, 
August  8,  1946,  at  9.30  a.  m.  President  Kelly  in 
the  chair.  Absent,  Coun.  Bayley,  Carey,  Chase, 
Fish,  Hannon,  Lane,  Linehan,  McCormack  and 
Russo. 

The  meeting  was  opened  with  a  salute  to  the  flag. 


The  meeting  was  held  pursuant  to  the  following 
call: 

City  of  Boston, 
Office  of  the  City  Clerk. 
City  Hall,  August  7,  1946. 

A  special  meeting  of  the  City  Council  will  be 
held  in  its  Chamber,  City  Hall  on  Thursday, 
August  8,  1946,  at  9.30  o'clock  a.  m. 

By  order  of  the  Court. 

J.  B.  Htnes,  City  Clerk. 

Subject,  Important:  To  draw  four  additional 
grand  jurors. 

Jurors  were  drawn,  Coun.  Muchnick  presiding 
at  the  ballot  box  in  the  absence  of  the  Mayor,  as 
follows: 

Michael  J.  Sullivan,  Ward  2;  James  J.  Burns, 
Ward  11;  Samuel  Blacker,  Ward  14;  Joseph 
Connell,  Jr.,  Ward  19. 

The  purpose  of  the  meeting  having  been  accom- 
plished, President  Kelly  declared  the  meeting 
adjourned,  at  10.05  a.  m. 
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Monday,  August  19,  1946. 

Special  meeting  Of  the  City  Council  held  in  the 
Council  Chamber,  City  Hall,  at  1  p.  m.,  President 
KELLY  presiding.     Absent,  Coun.  Madden. 

The  meeting  was  opened  with  the  salute  to  the 
Flag. 


The  Clerk  read  the  call  to  the  meeting,  viz.: 
City  of  Boston, 
Office  of  the  Mayor,  August  13,  1946. 
To  the  City  Council. 

Gentlemen, —  You  are  hereby  respectfully 
requested  to  assemble  in  the  City  Council  Chamber 
on  Monday,  August  19,  1946,  at  1  o'clock  p.  m. 
for  the  purpose  of  taking  action  on  a  loan  order 
for  off-street  parking  facilities,  and  to  take  action 
on  such  other  business  now  pending  before  your 
Body,  and  on  such  other  business  as  may  come 
before  your  Body. 

Respectfully, 
James  M.  Curley,  Mayor. 

President  KELLY— The  Chair  would  like  to 
make  an  announcement.  We  have  invited  certain 
people  here  to  the  Executive  Session  this  afternoon. 
If  there  is  no  objection  the  Chair  will  recess  at 
2  o'clock  so  that  we  can  go  into  Executive  Session. 
Coun.  KINSELLA — In  connection  with  the 
five  million  dollar  loan? 

President  KELLY — That  is  right,  councilor. 
Coun.  KINSELLA— Would  the  Chair  inform  the 
Council  who  has  been  invited? 

President  KELLY— Yes,  I  will.  Mr.  Michael 
Kelleher  of  the  Greater  Boston  Development 
Committee;  Daniel  Bloomfield,  secretary  of  the 
Retail  Trade  Board;  John  J.  Delmonte  of  the 
Central  Labor  Union;  Mr.  Donald  Stanbro  of  the 
Hotel  Statler;  Mr.  Stanley  Parker  of  the  City 
Planning  Board;  Mr.  Jack  Hurwitz,  President  of 
the  C.I.O.;  Francis  S.  Carmichael,  New  England 
Director  of  the  C.I.O.;  Edward  Mullen  of  the 
Boston  Finance  Commission;  and  Robert  M. 
Morgan  of  the  Boston  Real  Estate  Board. 
_  Coun.  KINSELLA— Mr.  President,  I  would 
like  to  make  a  motion  at  this  time  if  I  may.  I 
would  like  to  have  you  invite  the  Traffic  Commis- 
sion, the  Police  Commissioner,  the  Real  Estate 
Commissioner,  and  the  operator  of  the  India  Street 
Open  Air  Garage,  until  we  can  get  some 
information. 

President  KELLY — The  assistant  clerk  of 
committees  will  notify  those  gentlemen. 

Coun.  COOK— Mr.  President,  I  would  like  to 
add  to  the  list  of  those  invited  somebody  from  the 
Assessing  Department. 

President  KELLY — The  chairman  of  the  Board 
of  Assessors.  The  clerk  will  so  notify  the  gentle- 
men to  be  here  as  near  as  possible  at  2  o'clock. 

Coun.  COFFEY— Mr.  President,  I  have  four 
orders  here.  I  think  Councilor  Bryan  has  one. 
I  would  like  to  get  the  orders  out.  I  will  be  but 
five  minutes  on  them.  I  would  like  to  get  them 
out  of  the  way  before  the  recess. 

President  KELLY — There  is  other  business^ 
before  the  Body,  councilor. 

Coun.  SULLIVAN— Mr.  President,  who  in- 
vited these  people  to  attend  the  executive  council 
meeting  today? 

President  KELLY— His  Honor  the  Mayor. 

Coun.  RUSSO— Mr.  President,  I  would  like  to 
know  if  there  is  anyone  being  invited  who  rep- 
resents some  of  the  various  garages  of  the  City  of 
Boston. 

President  KELLY — Well,  officially  we  have  only 
one,  the  gentleman  from  the  India  Street  Garage, 
the  operator  of  the  garage. 

Coun.  RUSSO — Haven't  they  got  an  organiza- 
tion?   I  believe  they  have,  a  garage  association. 

President  KELLY — Make  that  a  motion  to 
invite  them. 

Coun.  RUSSO—    Yes,  I  will. 

President  KELLY — What  is  the  name  of  the 
organization? 


Coun.  RUSSO — I  believe  it  is  the  Garage 
Association.  I  do  not  know  the  name  exactly. 
I  think  there  is  an  organization. 

President  KELLY— The  clerk  will  add  that 
name  to  the  list. 

Coun.  RUSSO — I  would  like  to  have  some  such 
representative  speak. 

Coun.  KEENAN — Mr.  President,  a  point  of 
information.  Are  we  acting  on  a  new  order  of  his 
Honor  the  Mayor? 

President  KELLY — Nothing  is  before  the  Body 
as  yet,  councilor.     It  is  coming  in. 
Coun.  KEENAN— A  new  order? 
President  KELLY — A  communication  from  his 
Honor  the  Mayor. 

Coun.  SULLIVAN— Mr.  President,  there  is 
nothing  before  the  Body.  What  is  the  sense  of 
going  into  the  Executive  Session  and  listening  to 
these  people?  We  do  not  know  what  it  is  all 
about  ourselves. 

President  KELLY — If  you  wili  just  be  patient, 
the  clerk  is  about  to  read  what  will  be  before  the 
Body. 

Coun.  SULLIVAN  — Well,  I  believe,  Mr. 
President,  that  this  should  be  referred  to  a  com- 
mittee, so  a  committee  could  hold  a  public  hearing 
so  that  everyone  who  is  interested  in  this,  either 
for  it  or  against  it,  could  attend.  Apparently 
everyone  today  who  is  listed  and  who  has  been 
invited  is  just  for  it.  I  think  that  we  should  have 
a  public  hearing  on  this  and  extend  an  invitation 
to  everyone — not  to  just  those  who  are  favoring 
it  but  to  those  who  are  against  it.  We  can  hear 
their  views  on  it. 

President  KELLY — That  is  up  to  the  members 
of  the  Body  when  the  communication  is  read, 
councilor. 

Coun.    CANTWELL— I    would   like   to   be   re- 
•    corded  in  favor  of  the  plan,   of  the  five  million 
dollars. 

President  KELLY — If  there  is  no  objection, 
Councilor  Cantwell  will  be  recorded  in  the 
affirmative. 

Coun.  HANNON— Mr.  President,  I  would  like 
to  make  the  same  request. 

President  KELLY — If  there  is  no  objection, 
Councilor  Hannon  will  be  recorded  in  the 
affirmative. 

Coun.  BAYLEY— Mr.  President,  I  would  like 
to  make  the  same  request. 

President  KELLY — If  there  is  no  objection, 
Councilor  Bayley  will  be  recorded  in  the 
affirmative. 

The  Chair  will  make  another  announcement 
which  was  made  earlier  in  the  meeting  when  some 
of  the  councilors  were  not  present,  that  as  a  matter 
of  courtesy  we  will  go  into  Executive  Session  at 
2  o'clock  for  the  gentlemen  who  are  invited. 
;  Coun.  KINSELLA— Mr.  President,  I  would 
like  to  raise  a  point  of  information.  Is  a  motion 
now  in  order  on  the  five  million  dollar  parking 
loan? 

President  KELLY — That  order  has  been 
referred  to  the  Executive  Committee. 

Coun.  KINSELLA.— Mr.  President,  a  further 
point  of  information.  Is  it  possible  to  make  a 
pertinent  motion  toward  that  order  even  though 
we  have  not  gone  into  Executive  Session? 

President  KELLY — Temporarily  the  order  is  in 
Executive  Session.  Of  course  you  can  reconsider 
that. 

Coun.  KINSELLA — I  would  like  to  make  a 
motion,  Mr.  President,  to  take  it  from  the  Execu- 
tive Session.  I  would  like  to  speak  on  the  motion. 
President  KELLY — Councilor  Kinsella  makes  a 
motion  that  the  action  of  referring  the  order  to  the 
Executive  Session  be  reconsidered.  Talking  on 
the  motion,  Councilor  Kinsella. 

Coun.    KINSELLA— Mr.   President,   the   only 

purpose  I  have 

Coun.  KEENAN— Mr.  President. 
President  KELLY — For  what  purpose  does  the 
gentleman  rise? 

Coun.  KEENAN — A  point  of  information.  If 
we  reconsider  that,  taking  it  from  the  Executive 
Session,  does  it  automatically  go  back  to  the 
Executive  Session?      / 

President  KELLY — It  does  not.  It  is  before 
the  open  Body. 

Coun.  KINSELLA— On  the  motion,  Mr.  Presi- 
dent, and  very  briefly,  the  Chair  will  recall  that  I 
offered  an  additional  list  of  names  and  that  Coun- 
cilor Cook  offered  another  one  to  be  added  to  the 
list  which  the  Chair  read  dealing  with  the  people 
who  are  coming  here  to  give  us  some  information. 
It  is  clearly  stated  in  the  Mayor's  message  he  could 
understand   our  reluctance  to   pass  the  original 
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order  a.  couple  of  weeks  ago.  Since  wo  have 
expert  advioe  ill  the  form  of  the  Mayor's  opinion 
that  our  reluctance  was  understandable  because 
we  have  iusutlicicnt  evidence,  if  any  information, 
my  purpose  in  asking  it  to  be  taken  from  the  Execu- 
tive Session  now  is  for  the  purpose  of  establishing 
a  date  on  which  a  public  hearing  would  he  held.  In 
view  of  the  fact  that  the  persons  whose  names  were 
added  today  obviously  will  not  have  sufficient  time 
to  get  up  here,  we  are  going  to  be  deprived  of 
expert  opinion.  I  have  asked  the  operator  of  the 
India  Street  Garage,  the  garage  in  that  neighbor- 
hood, and  the  members  of  the  Real  Estate  Com- 
mission, the  Police  Commissioner  and  the  Traffic 
Commissioner  among  others  be  brought  along  with 
the  gentlemen  and  organizations  whose  names 
appear  in  the  communication  the  Chair  read.  We 
have  been  criticized  in  the  public  print  for  passing 
smaller  amounts  of  money  without  proper  scrutiny. 
We  have  been  accused  of  becoming  venal.  I  for 
one  am  sick  of  it.  Five  million  dollars  is  a  lot  of 
money.  We  do  not  know  where  these  places  are 
going  to  be  built.  We  do  not  know  who  is  going 
to  get  the  go-ahead  signal  for  one  or  more  of  them. 
We  do  not  know  if  they  are  going  to  be  located,  for 
instance,  in  busy  places  like  parts  of  Dorchester, 
East  Boston,  Charlestown  and  South  Boston,  or 
whether  there  is  going  to  be  a  concentration  of  cage 
garages  within  the  limits  of  the  city  as  defined  by 
Dover  street  in  one  direction  and  probably  the 
Cambridge  line  in  the  other  direction.  I  do  not 
know  for  certain  that  we  are  doing  the  right  thing 
until  we  know  what  the  experts  can  tell  us.  Now, 
at  the  risk  of  incurring  the  wrath  of  labor  organiza- 
tions, I  do  not  know  who  invited  them  or  why. 
How  long  is  it  since  a  matter  of  city  business  has 
to  be  submitted  to  the  C.  I.  O.  and  A.  F.  of  L. 
when  they  are  no  more  traffic  experts  than  we  are? 
I  can  understand  the  Traffic  Commission,  the 
Planning  Board,  the  Real  Estate  Board,  and  others 
of  a  similar  nature.  I  cannot  understand  why  we 
have  to  clutter  up  the  picture  with  a  lot  of  in- 
consequential opinion  that  is  not  as  good  as  our 
own,  poor  as  that  is.  I  have  said  before,  and  I 
repeat  now  for  the  public  record,  that  any  twenty- 
two  men  holding  these  seats  in  the  Boston  City 
Council  are  the  only  ones  who  can  make  any  mayor 
of  the  city  a  good  mayor  or  a  bad  mayor.  We  do 
not  count  for  much  with  most  mayors.  If  we 
oppose  their  action,  it  is  because  we  want  material 
consideration.  If  we  go  ahead  without  proper 
scrutiny,  we  are  inefficient  and  lax  with  respect  to 
the  overseeing  of  public  money.  Now  we  have 
our  choice.  We  may  go  ahead  without  knowledge 
or  we  may  want  to  make  no  move  until  we  get  that 
knowledge.  No  one  can  criticize  me  on  my  stand 
today.  My  stand  is  predicated,  in  part,  on  the 
passage  of  the  Mayor's  message  where  he  says 
that  our  reluctance  can  be  understood  because  we 
had  no  information.  I  ask  the  support  of  the 
Body  in  bringing  that  back  from  the  Executive 
and  prescribing  a  public  hearing  to  be  held  at  a  set 
date  before  the  next  regular  sitting  of  the  public 
Body. 

President  KELLY— The  Chair  might  state, 
Councilor,  that  the  Executive  Committee  can  do 
anything  it  sees  fit  to  do  with  the  order.  Do  you 
press  your  motion? 

Coun.  KINSELLA — It  may  be  that  I  have 
pressed  this  too  much.  I  want  to  repeat  that  the 
purpose  of  this  is  to  inform  those  gentlemen  who 
have  come  here — and  they  will  not  all  come  here, 
you  may  be  sure  of  it — that  we  have  set  a  public 
date  for  a  hearing  on  a  certain  day.  Let  them  go 
their  way  and  be  prepared  to  come  back  at  the 
time  we  sit,  and  everybody  will  be  notified. 

President  KELLY — Couldn't  that  all  be  done  in 
the  Executive  Session? 

Coun.  KINSELLA — It  could  be,  done  here  by 
the  action  of  the  Body,  and  some  person  can  notify 
them  to  that  effect.  Otherwise,  we  will  go  in  and 
spend  hours  in  debate. 

President  KELLY — The  Chair  will  make  the 
statement,  if  the  Executive  Session  so  desires  to 
have  a  public  hearing,  the  Chair  will  notify  every- 
body whom  the  members  of  the  Council  want 
notified  for  the  public  hearing.  Is  that  satis- 
factory? 

Coun.  KINSELLA— This  Body  since  it  re- 
linquished control  cannot  now,  until  we  go  into 
Executive  Session,  decide  we  will  have  a  public 
hearing.  Let  us  bring  it  back  in  here  and  set  the 
date  in  here. 

President  KELLY — The  gentleman  presses  the 
motion.  Councilor  Kinsella  makes  a  motion  of 
reconsideration  of  the  action  of  sending  the  loan 
to  the  Executive  Session. 


Coun.  KEENAN — Mr.  President,  I  am  wonder- 
ing if  the  councilors  have  been  given  a  copy  of  the 
Act  of  the  Legislature. 

President  KELLY— Not  as  yet,  councilor. 

Coun.  KEENAN — Do  you  know  if  there  is  any 
available  that  the  councilors  can  see? 

President  KELLY — There  will  be  one  available 
in  the  Executive  Session. 

Coun.  KEENAN — One  for  all  the  councilors? 

President  KELLY — Just  one  for  the  Body. 

Coun.  COOK — Mr.  President,  I  agree  in  part 
with  the  councilor  as  to  the  necessity  of  informing 
the  City  Councilors  about  the  details  of  this  large 
matter.  It  is  a  very  substantial  one.  It  is  in 
the  interest  of  the  whole  city  and  the  towns  outside 
the  city.  However,  since  we  have  a  special 
meeting  and  certain  people  who  have  never  been 
invited,  I  do  not  see  that  the  Council  derogates 
from  its  authority,  power,  and  desire  to  learn 
everything  about  this  by  going  ahead  with  what 
we  have  now  and  then  determining  also  upon  a 
public  hearing.  It  seems  that  time  is  of  the 
essence.  If  we  can  get  some  information  today, 
maybe  we  can  be  better  prepared  for  the  public 
hearing.  I  think  it  should  stay  in  the  Executive 
Committee,  and,  after  we  hear  the  gentlemen  who 
are  here,  we  can  decide  on  what  we  should  do  in 
the  future,  the  very  near  future. 

President  KELLY — The  question  is  on  the 
motion. 

The  question  came  on  the  motion  of  Coun. 
Kinsella  to  take  the  matter  from  the  Executive 
Session.  It  was  not  a  vote.  Coun.  KINSELLA 
doubted  the  vote  and,  enough  councilors  having 
joined  him,  the  clerk  called  the  roll.  The  motion 
was  lost,  yeas  4,  nays  15: 

Yeas — Coun.  Kinsella,  Linehan,  Scannell  and 
Sullivan. 

Nays — Coun.  Bayley,  Bryan,  Cantwell,  Carey, 
Chase,  Coffey,  Cook,  Fish,  Keenan,  Kelly,  Lane, 
McCormack,  Moriarty,  Muchnick  and  Russo. 

Reconsideration  did  not  prevail. 


NOTICE   OF   INCREASED   ASSESSMENT. 
The  following  was  received: 

City  of  Boston, 
Office  of  the  Mayor,  August  17,  1946. 
To  the  City  Council. 

^  Gentlemen, —  I  transmit  herewith  communica- 
tion from  the  Assessing  Department,  in  reply  to 
your  order  of  July  22,  1946,  to  notify  any  owner 
of  residential  property  when  and  if  the  assessment 
on  said  property  is  to  be  raised  and  the  reason 
therefor. 

Respectfully, 
James  M.  Curley,  Mayor. 


City  of  Boston, 
Assessing  Department,  August  14,  1946. 
To  J.  Joseph  Connors,  Chief  Clerk,  Mayor's  Office. 

From » Peter    J.    Allen,   Chairman,    Board    of 
Assessors. 

This  report  is  forwarded  in  accordance  with 
your  request  of  July  31,  based  upon  an  order  of 
the  City  Council  passed  July  22,  1946. 

Under  the  Massachusetts  Statutes,  chapter  59, 
section  38,  the  Board  of  Assessors  is  required 
annually  to  place  a  fair  cash  value  on  each  parcel 
of  real  estate  situated  in  Boston.  The  reason, 
therefore,  for  any  increase  or  decrease  in  an 
assessed  valuation  as  compared  with  the  valuation 
of  the  preceding  year  lies  in  this  mandatory  pro- 
vision of  the  statute.  This  is  the  sole  reason  for 
any  change  in  assessed  valuation  other  than  in 
those  situations  in  which  a  physical  change  has 
occurred  in  the  real  estate  since  the  preceding 
year. 

The  second  feature  of  the  Council's  order 
whereby  notifications  of  any  change  in  assessments 
should  be  sent  to  the  owner  of  residential  property 
seems  to  this  Board  unnecessary  at  the  moment. 
Under  the  present  statute  the  City  Collector  is 
required  to  send  notices  of  assessment  to  each 
owner  of  real  estate  within  the  confines  of  the  city. 

In  view  of  this  provision  it  would  seem  that 
compliance  with  the  Council's  request  would  add 
nothing  at  all  to  the  service  already  rendered  by 
the  city  to  the  taxpayer.  . 

Very  truly  yours, 
Peteb  J.  Allen,  Chairman. 

Placed  on  file; 
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SHOWER    AT     SOUTH     BOSTON    HEALTH 
UNIT. 
The  following  was  received : 

City  of  Boston, 
Office  of  the  Mayor,  August  17,  1946. 
To  the  City  Council. 

Gentlemen, —  I  transmit  herewith  communica- 
tion from  the   Health   Commissioner,   in  reply  to 
your  order  of  July  22,  1946,  to  instruct  the  proper 
authorities  to  place  in  operation  on  all  hot  days 
the  shower  at  the  South  Boston   Health  Unit  so 
,  that  the  children  of  the  district  might  be  given 
some  relief  from  the  heat  on  these  days. 
Respectfully, 
James  M.  Curley,  Mayor. 

City  of  Boston, 
Health  Department,  August  9,  1946. 
Hon.  James  M.  Curley, 

Mayor  of  Boston. 
Dear  Sir, —  In  accordance  with  communication 
received  from  your  office  under  date  of  July  31. 
1946,  pertaining  to  placing  in  operation  on  hot 
days  the  shower  at  the  South  Boston  Health  Unit, 
please  be  advised  that  this  matter  has  been  taken 
up  with  Dr.  Charles  F.  Wilinsky,  Deputy  Com- 
missioner, Division  of  Child  Hygiene  and  Health 
Units,  who  reports  that  the  shower  in  the  South 
Boston  Health  Unit  has  been  in  operation  for  the 
last  three  weeks.  I  have  requested  that  a  report 
be  submitted  to  me  in  any  instance  when  the  shower 
is  not  in  proper  operation. 

Yours  respectfully, 

John  H.  Caulet,  M.  D., 
Health  Commissioner. 
Placed  on  file. 


TREES  ON   DWINELL   STREET. 
The  following  was  received: 

City  of  Boston, 
Office  of  the  Mayor,  August  17,  1946. 
To  the  City  Council. 

Gentlemen, —  I  transmit  herewith  communica- 
tion from  the  Park  Commissioner,  in  reply  to  your 
order  of  July  22,  1946,  to  plant  trees  along  the 
sidewalks  on  both  sides  of  Dwinell  street,  Ward  20, 
which  are  now  under  construction. 

Respectfully, 
James  M.  Curley,  Mayor. 

City  of  Boston, 
Park  Department,  August  6,  1946. 
J.  Joseph  Connors, 

Chief  Clerk,  Mayor's  Office. 
Dear     Sir, —  I     have     your     memorandum     of 
July    31,    with    enclosure,    order    from    the    City 
Council  that  sidewalk  trees  be  planted  on  Dwinell 
street  when  street  is  completed. 

I   regret  to  inform  you   that  trees   cannot   be 
planted  successfully  until  sometime  in  the  latter 
part  of  October  or  November.     A  careful  investiga- 
tion will  be  made  of  the  property  at  that  time. 
Very  truly  yours, 
William  P.  Long,  Chairman. 
Placed  on  file. 


GOLF   COURSE   FEE. 
The  following  was  received : 

City  of  Boston, 
Office  of  the  Mayor,  August  17,  1946.     * 
To  the  City  Council. 

Gentlemen, —  I  transmit  herewith  communica- 
tion from  the  Park  Commissioner,  in  reply  to  your 
order  of  July  22,  1946,  to  consider  the  advisability 
of  establishing  a  standard  fee  of  $25  permitting 
members  to  play  either  of  the  municipal  golf 
courses,  Franklin  Park  or  George  Wright,  enjoying 
locker  privileges,  however,  at  but  one  or  the  other. 
Respectfully, 
James  M.  Curley,  Mayor. 


City  of  Boston, 
Park  Department,  August  6,  1946. 
J.  Joseph  Connors, 

Chief  Clerk,  Mayor's  Office. 

Dear  Sir, — I  have  your  memorandum  of  July  31, 

with   enclosure,   letter  from   the   City   Councilors 

Moriarty,  Muchnick  and  Cantwell,  requesting  the 

Park  Department  to  consider  the  advisability  of 


establishing  a  standard  fee  of  $25,  permitting  the 
members  to  play  either  of  the  municipal  golf 
courses.  Franklin  Park  or  George  Wright. 

Please  be  assured  every  consideration  will  be 
given  this  request  and  a  careful  investigation  will 
be  made  and  the  councilors  informed  of  the  deci- 
sion of  this  Board  at  a  later  date. 

Very  truly  yours, 
William  P.  Long,  Chairman. 

Placed  on  file. 


CORPORAL    DONOVAN    TENNIS    COURTS. 
The  following  was  received: 

City  of  Boston, 
Office  of  the  Mayor,  August  17,  1946. 
To  the  City  Council. 

Gentlemen, — I  transmit  herewith  communication 
from  the  Park  Commissioner,  in  reply  to  your  order 
of  August  5,  1946,  to  designate  the  tennis  courts' 
on  Grampian  way,  Dorchester,  as  the  "Corporal 
Joseph  A.  Donovan  Tennis  Courts"  in  memory  of 
the  veteran  resident  of  that  district  who  was  a 
member  and  champion  tennis  player  in  the  club 
and  who  made  the  supreme  sacrifice  in  World 
War  II. 

Respectfully, 
James  M.  Curley,  Mayor. 


City  of  Boston, 
Park  Department,  August  13,  1946. 
J.  Joseph  Connors, 

Chief  Clerk,  Mayor's  Office. 
Dear  Sir, — I  have  your  memorandum  of  August 
8,  with  enclosure,  order  from  the  City  Council  re- 
questing that  the  tennis  courts  on  Grampian  way, 
Dorchester,  be  named  the  "Corporal  Joseph  A. 
Donovan  Tennis  Courts"  in  memory  of  the  veteran 
resident  of  that  district  who  was  a  member  and 
champion  tennis  player  in  the  club  and  who  made 
the  supreme  sacrifice  in  World  War  II. 

I  see  no  objection  to  naming  these  courts  for 
Corporal  Donovan  and  I  will  be  pleased  to  do  so 
if  his  Honor  the  Mayor  agrees  to  same. 

Very  truly  yours, 
William  P.  Long,  Chairman. 
Placed  on  file. 


RESURFACING    STREETS. 
The  following  was  received: 

City  of  Boston, 
Office  of  the  Mayor,  August  17,  1946. 
To  the  City  Council. 

Gentlemen, — I  transmit  herewith  communica- 
tion from  the  Commissioner  of  Public  Works,  in 
reply  to  your  order  of  August  5,  1946,  to  resurface 
with  smooth  paving  the  following  streets  in  Ward 
18:  Albano  street,  from  Washington  to  Kittredge 
streets;  Rosecliff  street. 

Respectfully, 
James  M.  Curley,  Mayor. 

City  of  Boston, 
Public  Works  Department, 

August  10,  1946. 
J.  Joseph  Connors, 

Chief  Clerk,  Mayor's  Office. 
Dear  Sir, — I  return  herewith  order  in  City 
Council  that  the  Commissioner  of  Public  Works 
resurface  with  smooth  paving  the  following  streets 
in  Ward  18:  Albano  street,  from  Washington  to 
Kittredge  streets ;  Rosecliff  street. 

This  will  advise  you  that  these  streets  will  be 
placed  on  the  list  of  streets  to  be  given  considera- 
tion for  construction  during  the  1947  construction 
season. 

Very  truly  yours, 

Robert  P.  Curley, 
Commissioner  of  Public  Works. 

City  of  Boston, 
Office  of  the  Mayor,  August  17,  1946. 
To  the  City  Council. 

Gentlemen, — I  transmit  herewith  communica- 
tion from  the  Commissioner  of  Public  Works,  in 
reply  to  your  order  of  August  5,  1946,  to  resurface 
Columbus  avenue  in  the  Roxbury  Crossing  area 
in  Ward  9  with  a  smooth  asphalt  pavement. 
Respectfully, 
James  M.  Curley,  Mayor. 
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City  of  Boston, 
Public  Works  Department, 

August  9,  1946. 
J.  Joseph  Connors, 

Chief  Clerk,  Mayor's  Office. 
Dear  Sir, — I  return  herewith  order  in  City 
Council  that  the  Commissioner  of  Public  Works 
resurface  Columbus  avenue  in  the  Roxbury 
Crossing  area  in  Ward  9  with  a  smooth  asphalt 
pavement,  and  this  will  advise  you  that  this 
matter  will  be  given  consideration  later  on  this 
season. 

Very  truly  yours, 

Robert  P.  Curley, 
Commissioner  of  Public  Works. 

City  of  Boston, 
Office  of  the  Mayor,  August  17,  1946. 
To  the  City  Council. 

Gentlemen, — I  transmit  herewith  communi- 
cation from  the  Commissioner  of  Public  Works,  in. 
reply  to  your  order  of  August  5,  1946,  to  resurface 
with  smooth  paving  Milton  street,  Hyde  Park, 
from  Summit  street  to  Prospect  street. 
Respectfully, 
James  M.  Curley,  Mayor. 

City  of  Boston, 
Public  Works  Department, 

August  9,  1946. 
J.  Joseph  Connors, 

Chief  Clerk,  Mayor's  Office. 
Dear  Sir, — I  return  herewith  order  in  City 
Council  that  the  Commissioner  of  Public  Works 
resurface  with  smooth  paving  Milton  street, 
Hyde  Park,  from  Summit  to  Prospect  streets,  and 
this  will  advise  you  that  this  portion  of  Milton 
street  is  a  private  way. 

This  street   will  have  to  be  accepted   by  the 
Beard  of  Street  Commissioners,  Room  401,  City 
Hall  Annex,  Boston,  before  any  construction  can 
be  started  therein  by  this  department. 
Very  truly  yours. 

Robert  P.  Curley, 
Commissioner  of  Public  Works 
Severally  placed  on  file. 


APPOINTMENTS   BY   THE   MAYOR. 

Subject  to  confirmation  by  the  Council,  the 
Mayor  submitted  the  following  appointments,  viz. : 

Member  of  the  State-Boston  Retirement 
System,  established  under  sections  1-28  of  chapter 
32  of  the  General  Laws  (chapter  658,  Acts  of  1945), 
for  the  term  of  three  years  beginning  October  1, 
1946:  Wilfred  J.  Doyle,  81  Wellington  Hill  street, 
Boston. 

Referred  to  the  Committee  on  Constables  and 
Confirmations. 

Constable  to  serve  without  bond  and  without 
authority  to  serve  civil  process  for  the  term 
ending  April  30,  1947:  John  T.  O'Brien,  11  Es- 
trella  street,  Jamaica  Plain,  Mass. 

Referred  to  the  Committee  on  Constables  and 
Confirmations. 

Weigher  of  Goods,  for  the  term  ending  April  30, 
1947:  Marjorie  J.  Treseler,  2393  Centre  street, 
West  Roxbury,  Mass. 

Referred  to  the  Committee  on  Constables  and 
Confirmations. 

Constable  to  serve  civil  process  upon  filing  of 
bond  for  the  term  ending  April  30,  1947:  Frank 
Pender  McCormiek,  883  Washington  street,  Dor- 
chester; Wilfred  Gerber,  9  Courtland  road, 
Dorchester;  James  L.  Blue,  40  Champney  street, 
Brighton. 

Referred  to  the  Committee  on  Constables  and 
Confirmations. 


PETITIONS   REFERRED. 

The  following  petitions  were  received  and 
referred  to  the  committees  named,  viz.: 

Claims. 

Edward  Abramson,  for  compensation  for  damage 
to  car  by  city  car. 

Napoleon  R.  Amelotte,  to  be  reimbursed  for 
accident  which  occurred  while  in  performance  of 
duty. 

Reta  Bonvie,  for  compensation  for  injuries 
caused  by  alleged  defect  on  sidewalk  at  41  Cedar 
fctreet. 


Minnie  Brickman,  for  compensation  for  injuries 
caused  by  an  alleged  defect  at  Washington  street. 

Robert  S.  Burgoyne,  for  compensation  for 
damage  to  motorcycle  by  truck  of  Fire  De- 
partment. 

Charles  T.  Donovan,  to  be  reimbursed  for 
accident  which  occurred  while  in  performance  of 
duty. 

Faulkner  Hospital,  for  compensation  for 
damage  to  property  caused  by  regrading  of  Whit- 
comb  road. 

Joseph  and  Ida  A.  Finn,  for  compensation  for 
damage  to  propertyand  personal  injuries  caused  by 
hook  and  ladder  trucks  of  Ladder  Company 
No.  11  of  Fire  Department. 

Mildred  Godfrey,  for  compensation  for  injuries 
due  to  alleged  defect  in  sidewalk  at  19-23  Johnston 
road,  Dorchester. 

George  W.  Haslet,  for  compensation  for  damage 
to  property  at  47  Alaric  street,  West  Roxbury, 
caused  by  stoppage  of  sewer. 

Mrs.  Mildred  Hurley  for  mother,  for  compen- 
sation for  personal  injuries  due  to  alleged  defect 
at  21  Elder  street. 

Mrs.  Nettie  Lufty  and  Mrs.  Pauline  Herron,  for 
compensation    for    damage    to    bowling    alley    at  • 
2  Glenville  terrace,  Allston,  caused  by  backing  up 
of  water. 

Harriet  Michelson,  for  compensation  for  per- 
sonal injuries  due  to  alleged  defect  on  sidewalk  at 
275  Dartmouth  street. 

Charles  Monkiewicz,  for  compensation  for 
personal  injuries  due  to  alleged  defect  in  sidewalk  • 
at  32  Frankfort  street. 

Mrs.  Nora  Murphy,  for  compensation  for  per- 
sonal injuries  due  to  alleged,  defect  in  Newbern 
street. 

Edward  Leo  O'Neill,  for  compensation  for 
damage  to  automobile  caused  by  alleged  defect 
in  North  avenue,  West  Roxbury. 

Allen  B.  Rider,  for  compensation  for  damage  to 
property  at  1129  Centre  street,  caused  by  regrading 
of  Whitcomb  road. 

Dorothy  Ross,  for  compensation  for  personal 
injuries  due  to  alleged  defect  in  sidewalk  in  front 
of  114  Blackstone  street. 

Henry  W.  Rose,  for  rebate  on  water  bills. 

Samuel  M.  Sochin,  for  damages  due  to  alleged 
defect  in  roadway  at  Day  square,  East  Boston. 

Washington  Market  (Herman  I.  Goldberg),  for 
compensation   for   damage   to   property   at   2772  • 
Washington   street,    Roxbury,    caused   by   broken 
water  pipe. 

S.  S.  "White  Sands"  owned  by  War  Shipping 
Administration,  claim  for  compensation  for  loss 
of  linens  due  to  collision  with  steamer  "Michael  J. 
Perkins." 


STATE  — BOSTON  RETIREMENT  SYSTEM. 
The  following  was  received: 

City  of  Boston, 
Office  of  the  Mayor,  August  19,  .1946. 
To  the  City  Council. 

Gentlemen, —  The  attached  request  from  the 
chairman  of  the  Boston  Retirement  Board  for  the 
appropriation  of  $10,000  for  the  purpose  of  doing 
the  preliminary  work  of  establishing  the  State  — 
Boston  Retirement  System,  recently  accepted  by 
the  city,  has  my  approval. 

I  am  forwarding  herewith  an  order  transferring 
the  said  sum  of  $10,000  from  the  Reserve  Fund, 
and  respectfully  recommend  consideration  and 
adoption  by  your  Honorable  Body. 

Respectfully, 
James  M.  Curley,  Mayor. 

Ordered,  That  in  accordance  with  the  provisions 
of  section  3B  of  chapter  486  of  the  Acts  of  1909,  as 
amended  by  chapter  604  of  the  Acts  of  1941,  the 
City  Auditor  be,  and  hereby  is,  authorized  to 
transfer: 

From  the  appropriation  for  Reserve  Fund, 
$10,000,  to  the  appropriation  for  Special  Appro- 
priation, State  —  Boston  Retirement  System, 
Expense  Fund,  $10,000. 

City  of  Boston, 
Retirement  Board,  August  14,  1946. 
Hon.  James  M.  Curley, 

Mayor  of  Boston. 
Dear  Sir, —  The  present  Retirement  Board  and 
its  employees  have  assumed  the  responsibility  of 
doing  the"  preliminary  work  of  establishing  the 
State  —  Boston  Retirement  System  recently 
accepted   by   the   city.     This   work   includes   the. 
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preparation  and  printing  of  a  pamphlet  describing 
the  system,  the  mailing  of  it  to  every  employee  of 
the  City  and  County,  the  preparation  and  printing 
of  new  forms,  and  other  necessary  expenses. 
None  of  this  expense  is  chargeable  to  the  present 
Boston  Retirement  Department  budget  and  there 
is  no  existing  appropriation  to  meet  it. 

I  respectfully  request  that  $10,000  be  appro- 
priated by  your  Honor  and  the  City  Council,  for 
State  —  Boston  Retirement  System,  Expense 
Fund,  to  be  provided  from  any  available  funds. 

This   amount   is   estimated   to    be   sufficient   to 
cover  the  expenses  up  to  the  end  of  the  present 
financial   year,   including   anticipated   retirements 
in  the  three  months  after  October  1,  1946. 
Respectfully, 

W.  J.  Doyle, 
Chairman,  Boston  Retirement  Board. 

Referred  to  the  Executive  Committee. 


NURSES'   HOME. 
The  following  was  received: 

City  of  Boston, 
Office  of  the  Mayor,  August  13,  1946. 
To  the  City  Council. 

Gentlemen, —  I  have  been  advised  that  the 
Bureau  of  Community  Facilities  of  the  Federal 
Works  Agency  is  prepared  to  enter  into  an  agree- 
ment with  the  city  to  advance  the  amount  of 
twenty-five  thousand  dollars  ($25,000)  for  the 
purpose  of  preparing  in  advance  plans  covering 
the  construction  of  a  new  nurses'  home  at  the 
Boston  City  Hospital.  As  a  condition  precedent 
to  the  execution  of  this  agreement  by  the  city, 
authority  must  be  granted  by  your  Honorable 
Body  and  officially  recorded  on  the  records  of  the 
city.  I  submit  herewith  an  order  covering  the 
necessary  authority  and  respectfully  recommend 
its  adoption  by  your  Honorable  Body. 

Respectfully, 
James  M.  Cubley,  Mayor. 

■  Ordered,  That  authority  is  hereby  vested  in  the 
Mayor  to  execute  on  behalf  of  the  city,  an  agree- 
ment with  the  Federal  Works  Agency,  Bureau  of 
Community  Facilities,  in  connection  with  an 
advance  of  twenty-five  thousand  dollars  ($25,000) 
for  the  purpose  of  plan  preparation  for  the  con- 
struction of  a  new  nurses'  home  at  the  Boston 
City  Hospital. 

Referred  to  the  Executive  Committee. 


BOSTON   COMMON   WAR   MEMORIAL. 
The  following  was  received: 

City  of  Boston, 
Office  of  the  Mayor,  August  19,  1946. 
To  the  City  Council. 

■  Gentlemen, — I  am  advised  by  the  chairman  of 
the  Park  Department  that  in  order  to  properly 
maintain  the  temporary  War  Memorial  on  Boston 
Common  an  additional  appropriation  of  $3,000  is 
required.  This  memorial  was  erected  in  com- 
memoration of  all  the  residents  of  the  City  of 
Boston  who  made  the  supreme  sacrifice  in  World 
War  II,  and  although  temporary  in  nature,  it 
should  not  be  neglected  due  to  lack  of  funds. 
Since  the  current  appropriation  is  exhausted,  I  am 
submitting  herewith  an  order  for  the  additional 
appropriation  of  $3,000,  to  be  charged  to  the  Con- 
tingent Fund,  and  respectfully  recommend  adop- 
tion of  this  order  by  your  Honorable  Body. 
Respectfully, 
James  M.  Cubley,  Mayor.     • 

City  of  Boston, 
Park  Department,  August  5,  1946. 
Hon.  James  M.  Curley, 
Mayor  of  Boston. 

Dear  Sir, — I  respectfully  request  that  an  order 
be  drawn  on  the  City  Council  in  the  amount  of 
$3,000,  charged  to  the  appropriation  "Contingent 
Fund,  Temporary  War  Memorial." 

The  Park  Department  has  maintained  the  tem- 
porary war  memorial  on  Boston  Common.  It  was 
necessary  that  we  have  the  board  in  proper  condi- 
tion for  Memorial  Day  of  this  year.  We  made  an 
addition  to  the  present  existing  board  and  other 
necessary  repairs  and  decorations. 

In  order  to  pay  the  bills  incurred  at  this  time 
and  also  the  other  necessary  bills  that  will  occur 
from  time  to  time,  we  should  have  an  appropria- 
tion  of   $3,000.     The   order  in  the  past  for   this 


memorial  has  been  originated  at  the  City  Mes- 
senger's office,  but  as  there  are  no  funds  available 
at  this  time  it  is  vitally  necessary  that  we  have  the 
money  to  maintain  this  memorial. 

Respectfully  yours, 
William  P.  Long,  Chairman. 

Ordered,  That  an  additional  sum  of  three  thou- 
sand dollars  ($3,000)  be,  and  hereby  is,  appropri- 
ated, to  be  expended  by  the  Park  Department  for 
the  maintenance  of  the  temporary  memorial 
erected  on  Boston  Common  in  commemoration  of 
all  residents  of  the  City  of  Boston  who  have  made 
the  supreme  sacrifice  while  in  the  service  of  their 
country  during  World  War  II,  said  sum  to  be 
charged  to  the  Contingent  Fund. 

Referred  to  the  Executive  Committee. 


SPECIAL   APPROPRIATIONS,   EASTERN 

AVENUE   WHARF. 
The  following  was  received : 

City  of  Boston, 
Office  of  the  Mayor,  August  19,  1946. 
To  the  City  Council. 

Gentlemen, — The  attached  request  from  the 
Institutions  Commissioner  for  the  transfer  of 
$16,000  from  the  Special  Appropriation,  Long 
Island  Hospital,  Special  Improvements  and  Re- 
pairs, to  the  Special  Appropriation,  Eastern  Avenue 
Wharf  Repairs,  etc.,  for  the  repair  of  Eastern 
Avenue  Wharf,  and  repair  and  renovation  of  the 
buildings  and  dredging  around  the  dock,  has  my 
approval. 

I  respectfully  recommend  consideration  and 
adoption  of  the  accompanying  order  by  your 
Honorable  Body. 

Respectfully, 
James  M.  Curley,  Mayor. 

Ordered,  That  in  accordance  with  the  provisions 
of  section  3B  of  chapter  486  of  the  Acts  of  1909,  as 
amended  by  chapter  604  of  the  Acts  of  1941,  the 
City  Auditor  be,  and  hereby  is,  authorized  to 
transfer: 

From  the  appropriation  for  Special  Appropria- 
tion, Long  Island  Hospital,  Special  Improvements 
and  Repairs,  $16,000,  to  the  appropriation  for 
Special  Appropriation,  Eastern  Avenue  Wharf 
Repairs,  etc.,  $16,000. 

City  of  Boston, 
Institutions  Department,  August  5,  1946. 
To  Hon.  James  M.  Curley,  Mayor  of  Boston. 
From  G.  Frank  McDonald,  Commissioner. 
Subject:  Transfer  of  Funds. 

Your  authority  is  respectfully  requested  to 
transfer  $16,000  from  the  Long  Island  Hospital, 
Special  Improvements  and  Repairs,  to  an  appro- 
priation "Repair  of  Eastern  Avenue  Wharf," 
$16,000.  This  reallocation  is  to  provide  for  the 
repair  of  the  wharf,  to  include  the  replacing  of 
caps  and  stringers  where  needed,  replanking,  the 
building  of  a  new  drop,  the  buildings  alterated,  and 
the  dock  dredged. 

The  wharf  is  in  great  need  of  repair  as  there  is 
grave  danger  of  passengers  and  trucks  going 
through  the  wharf.  The  buildings  are  a  disgrace. 
It  is  proposed  to  alterate  them  to  provide  suitable 
waiting  rooms  and  office.  The  rusted  tin  is  to  be 
removed  from  the  outside  and  brick  siding  to  be 
applied.  Toilets  are  to  be  installed,  the  heating 
to  be  changed  from  coal  to  oil,  and  the  whole 
interior  to  be  redecorated. 

For  the  last  few  years  at  low  tide  the  "O'Meara" 
and  the  "Perkins"  could  not  approach  the  head  of 
the  dock  owing  to  the  filling  in  of  the  dock.  It  is 
proposed  to  do  at  least  two  days'  dredging  to  pre- 
vent the  boats  from  running  into  the  mud,  as  they 
have  been,  and  cause  damage. 

G.  Frank  McDonald, 

Commissioner. 

Referred  to  the  Executive  Committee. 


APPROPRIATION     FOR     BOND     ISSUE 

EXPENSE. 
The  following  was  received: 

City  of  Boston, 
Office  of  the  Mayor,  August  19,  1946. 
To  the  City  Council. 

Gentlemen, — I   am   in   receipt   of   the   attached 
equest  from  the  City  Treasurer  setting  forth  the 
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CITY     COUNCIL. 


necessity  for  an  appropriation  of  S2.9U2.13  to 
meel  the  expenses  of  the  $6,285,000  bond  issue  of 
August  1,  HMO,  not  covered  by  the  premium 
received,  due  to  the  low  coupon  bid. 

1     respectfully     recommend     passage     of     the 
accompanying  order  by  your  Honorable  Body. 
Respectfully, 
James  M.  Curley,  Mayor. 

Ordered,  That  in  accordance  with  the  provisions 
of  section  3B  of  chapter  486  of  the  Acts  of  1909,  as 
amended  by  chapter  604  of  the  Acts  of  1941,  the 
City  Auditor  be,  and  hereby  is,  authorized  to 
transfer: 

From  the  appropriation  for  Special  Appropria- 
tion, Reserve  Fund,  $2,962.13,  to  the  appropriation 
for  Special  Appropriation,  Treasury  Department, 
Expenses  of  Bond  Issues,  $2,962.13. 

City  of  Boston, 
Office  of  City  Treasurer,  August  16,  1946. 
Hon.  James  M.  Curley, 

Mayor  of  Boston. 

Dear  Mr.  Mayor, — Under  the  date  of  August  1, 
1946,  this  office  issued  $6,285,000  City  of  Boston 
Coupon  Serial  1J  per  cent  bonds  of  various  pur- 
poses to  a  syndicate  headed  by  Halsey,  Stuart  & 
Co.,  Inc.,  at  par  with  a  premium  of  $1,250.72. 

Section  20  of  chapter  44  of  the  General  Laws 
provides  that  any  premium  received  on  the  sale 
of  bonds  may  be  used  for  the  cost  of  preparing, 
issuing  and  marketing  the  same.  For  many  years 
the  premiums  received  on  such  issues  have  been 
more  than  sufficient  to  meet  all  necessary  expenses 
and,  because  of  this  fact,  no  appropriation  for  this 
purpose  was  requested  in  the  Treasury  Department 
budget. 

The  low  coupon  rate  bid  by  the  syndicate  to 
whom  the  award  was  made  was  responsible  for  the 
small  premium  received  on  this  issue.  Other  bids 
carried  substantially  larger  premiums,  but  the 
coupon  rates  ran  to  1 J  per  cent.  In  accepting  the 
bid  of  Halsey,  Stuart  &  Co.,  Inc.,  the  city  obtained 
the  lowest  net  interest  cost  over  the  life  of  the 
bonds. 

The  expenses  of  the  issue,  which  includes  printing 
and  engraving  6,285  certificates,  advertising, 
signing  and  delivering  the  bonds  in  New  York 
City,  amounted  to  $4,212.85.  Application  of  the 
premium  of  $1,250.72  leaves  a  deficiency  of 
$2,962.13  to  be  provided  for. 

I  therefore  respectfully  request  the  transfer  from 
available    sources    to    the    Treasury    Department 
budget  item  "Expenses  of  Bond  Issues"  the  sum 
of  $2,962.13  to  cover  this  deficiency. 
Very  truly  yours, 

Henry  F.  Brennan, 

City  Treasurer. 
Referred  to  the  Executive  Committee. 


OFF-STREET     PARKING     FACILITIES. 

The  following  was  received : 

City  of  Boston, 
Office  of  the  Mayor,  August  19,  1946. 
To  the  City  Council. 

Gentlemen, — I  herewith  submit  a  loan  order  in 
the  sum  of  five  million  dollars  for  off-street  parking 
facilities  in  the  City  of  Boston.  The  order,  as 
submitted,  is  identical  with  the  order  submitted 
to  your  Honorable  Body  on  July  1  of  this  year, 
and  rejected  on  August  5. 

The  reluctance  of  your  Body  to  give  approval  to 
the  order  previously  submitted  is  understandable. 
For  many  years,  and  while  the  traffic  problem  in 
Boston  steadily  worsened,  nothing  of  a  constructive 
nature  was  accomplished,  other  than  the  making  of 
more  or  less  comprehensive  studies.  To  expect 
your  Body  to  give  approval  to  this  proposal  without 
full  knowledge  on  your  part  of  what  has  transpired 
and  what  is  proposed  as  a  complete  and  adequate 
solution  to  the  traffic  problem  is  to  minimize  your 
responsibilities  as  city  officials.  However,  it  is 
painfully  apparent  that  the  traffic  problem  in 
Boston  is  dangerously  acute.  It  threatens  our 
economic  progress.  It  is  a  grave  handicap  to 
every  commercial  enterprise  in  our  city.  It  calls 
for  immediate,  remedial  action  for  its  solution. 

For  these  reasons,  I  believe  it  expedient  on  the 
part  of  the  city  government  to  go  forward  under 
the  terms  of  the  legislation  authorizing  off-street 
parking  facilities.  Unless  we  do  proceed  under 
the  present  authorization,  there  will  be  a  further 
delay  of  a  year  or  more  before  any  definite  steps 
are  taken  to  provide  a  free  flow  of  traffic  in  our  city. 


It  is  my  opinion  that  the  time  has  passed  for 
further  discussion  of  the  traffic  problem.  The 
time  for  action  is  now  here.  Under  the  provisions 
of  the  act  authorizing  the  proposed  loan  sufficient 
safeguards  are  set  up  to  insure  the  wise  expendi- 
ture of  the  sum  contemplated.  The  taking  of 
land  and  the  establishment  of  the  facilities  will  be 
done  by  the  Board  of  Real  Estate  Commissioners. 
On  this  Board,  among  others,  are  the  chairman  of 
the  City  Planning  Board,  and  two  gentlemen  who 
are  officials  of  the  largest  banks  in  the  city,  the 
First  National  Bank  and  the  National  Shawmut 
Bank.  The  act  provides  that  locations  chosen  by 
the  Board  of  Real  Estate  Commissioners  shall  have 
the  approval  of  the  City  Planning  Board  and  the 
Traffic  Commission.  The  purchase  or  taking  of 
properties,  under  the  act,  must  be  submitted  to  the 
Finance  Commission  ten  days  in  advance.  I  am 
satisfied  that  all  of  these  officials  are  conversant 
with  the  traffic  problem  and  can  be  relied  upon  to 
protect  the  rights  of  the  city,  and  provide  the 
essential  facilities  at  the  minimum  of  cost. 

I  recommend  that  your  Honorable  Body  give 
approval  to  the  accompanying  order. 

Respectfully, 
James  M.  Curley,  Mayor. 

Ordered,  That  under  the  provisions  of  chap- 
ter 474  of  the  Acts  of  1946,  the  sum  of  five  million 
dollars  ($5,000,000)  be,  and  hereby  is,  appropriated 
to  be  expended  under  the  direction  of  the  Board  of 
Real  Estate  Commissioners  for  Public  Off-Street 
Parking  Facilities  in  the  City  of  Boston,  and  that 
the  City  Treasurer  be  authorized  to  issue,  from 
time  to  time,  on  request  of  the  Mayor,  bonds  or 
certificates  of  indebtedness  of  the  city  to  said 
amount. 

Referred  to  the  Executive  Committee. 


PERMITS   FOR   CHILDREN. 

A  petition  for  minor  children  to  appear  at  New 
England  Mutual  Hall,  Monday  through  Saturday 
evenings,  August  12-17,  was  received  from  the 
Boston  Summer  Theater. 

Permit  granted  under  usual  conditions. 


NOTICE   OF  APPOINTMENT. 

Notice  was  received  of  the  reappointment  of 
Patrick  E.  Murray,  14  Chilton  road,  West  Rox- 
bury,  to  be  an  Overseer  of  Public  Welfare,  for  the 
term  ending  April  30,  1949. 

Placed  on  file. 


NOTICE   OF   HEARINGS. 

Notice  was  received  from  the  Department  of 
Public  Works  of  hearing  to  be  held  August  13, 
1946,  in  the  matter  of  abolition  of  crossing  at  Bird 
street,  Boston. 

Notice  was  received  from  the  Department  of 
Public  Utilities  of  hearing  to  be  held-  September  4, 
1946,  on  petition  of  Central  Greyhound  Lines,  Inc., 
of  New  York  for  certificate  of  public  convenience 
and  necessity  for  operation  of  motor  vehicles  for 
the  carriage  of  passengers  for  hire  between  the  City 
of  Boston  and  the  town  of  Hancock. 

Coun.  RUSSO — Mr.  President,  a  point  of 
information.  Will  the  clerk  please  state  when  the 
hearings  were  held  or  if  they  have  been  held 
already? 

President  KELLY— I  will  be  glad  to.  The 
clerk  will  kindly  read  both  orders. 

(The  clerk  read  the  orders.) 

Coun.  RUSSO — I  was  wondering  if  there  was 
one  on  August  13.  The  hearing  has  already  been 
heard. 

Severally  placed  on  file. 


REPORT   OF   COMMITTEE   ON 
ORDINANCES. 

Coun.  COOK,  for  the  Committee  on  Ordinances, 
submitted  the  followng: 

Report  on  the  message  of  the  Mayor  and  order 
referred  July  1,  1946,  establishing  fees  in  the  Street 
Laying-Out  Department  for  projecting  awnings, 
etc., — recommending  that  same  ought  to  pass. 
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Coun.  RUSSO — Mr.  President,  I  do  not  recall 
the  order.  May  I  have  the  City  Clerk  read  the 
order? 

(The  City  Clerk  read  the  order.) 

Report  accepted  and  ordinance  adopted. 


REPORT     OF     COMMITTEE     ON     PUBLIC 
LANDS. 

Coun.  MORIARTY,  for  the  Committee  on 
Public  Lands,  submitted  the  following: 

Report  on  the  message  of  the  Mayor  on  order 
referred  July  1,  1946,  for  the  sale  of  land  and 
building  to  the  Oliver  Ames,  Jr.,  Post  117,  Ameri- 
can Legion  —  recommending  that  same  ought  to 
pass. 

The  report  was  accepted  and  the  question  came 
on  the  passage  of  the  order.  The  clerk  called  the 
roll.  Whole  number  of  ballots  16,  yeas  16,  and 
the  order  passed. 

Assigned  for  fourteen  days  for  final  reading. 


REPORT    OF   COMMITTEE  ON    PARKMAN 
FUND. 

Coun.  COFFEY,  for  the  Committee  on  Park- 
man  Fund,  submitted  the  following: 

Report  on  the  message  of  the  Mayor  and  order 
referred  July  22,  1946,  on  an  appropriation  of 
$33,000  from  the  Parkman  Fund — recommending 
that  the  order  ought  to  pass. 

The  report  was  accepted  and  the  question  came 
on  the  passage  of  the  order.  The  clerk  called  the 
roll.  Whole  number  of  ballots,  16;  yeas,  16,  and 
the  order  passed. 


REPORT   OF   COMMITTEE   ON   CON- 
STABLES AND   CONFIRMATIONS. 

Coun.  BRYAN,  for  the  Committee  on  Con- 
stables and  Confirmations,  submitted  the  following: 

1.  Report  on  the  appointment  of  William  P. 
Sullivan,  12  Bothwell  road,  Brighton,  Mass.  (re- 
ferred August  5,  1946),  to  be  constable  to  serve 
without  bond  and  without  authority  to  serve  civil 
process  for  term  ending  April  30,  1947 — recom- 
mending that  appointment  be  confirmed. 

2.  Report  on  the  appointments  of  Abraham 
Bornstein,  625  Warren  street,  Roxbury,  Mass., 
and  Thomas  Marrow,  529  Massachusetts  avenue, 
Boston,  Mass.  (referred  August  5,  1946),  to  be 
constables  to  serve  civil  process  upon  filing  of  bond, 
for  the  term  ending  April  30,  1947 — recommending 
that  appointments  be  confirmed. 

The  report  was  accepted  and  the  question  came 
on  the  confirmation  of  the  appointments. 

Coun.  RUSSO— Mr.  President,  I  would  like  to 
inquire  through  you  from  the  chairman  of  the 
Committee  if  these  constables  are  replacements  or 
new  appointments. 

Coun.  BRYAN — I  believe  they  are  replacements 
for  some  who  have  resigned  and  others  who  have 
been  transferred  to  other  departments. 

President  KELLY — There  is  only  one  out  of  the 
three  employed  by  the  city.  The  others  are  filing 
bonds. 

Coun.  RUSSO — Do  I  understand  that  is  a  re- 
placement and  not  an  additional  position? 

Coun.  BRYAN— That  is  right. 

Coun.  KINSELLA — Mr.  President,  a  point  of 
information.  Did  I  understand  the  clerk  to  read 
that  the  appointments  were  approved  or  deferred? 

President  KELLY — The  confirmation  was  rec- 
ommended by  the  Committee. 

Coun.  KINSELLA — I  heard  the  word  deferred, 
Mr.  President.  I  will  ask  the  chairman  what  was 
the  action  of  the  Committee? 

Coun.  BRYAN — We  agreed  to  accept.  We  had 
them  in  before  us  and  we  approved  them. 

The  question  came  on  confirmation.  The  Com- 
mittee, Coun.  Cook  and  Moriarty.  Yeas  16,  nays 
1.     And  the  appointments  were  confirmed. 


FURTHER   REPORT   OF   COMMITTEE    ON 
CONSTABLES    AND    CONFIRMATIONS. 

Coun.  BRYAN,  for  the  Committee  on  Constables 
and  Confirmations,  submitted  the  following: 

1.  On  the  appointments  of  Joseph  B.  Stewart, 
First  National  Stores,  Inc.,  5  Middlesex  avenue, 


Somerville,  Mass.,  and  Alphonse  S.  Marchant, 
Walter  Baker  &  Co.,  Inc.,  Dorchester,  Mass. 
(referred  August  5,  1946),  to  be  Weighers  of  Goods 
for  the  term  ending  April  30,  1947  —  recommend- 
ing that  appointment  be  confirmed. 

2.  On  the  appointments  of  John  Morley, 
Morley-Traeey  Company,  119  Freeport  street, 
Dorchester,  Mass.;  Mr.  Reed  Freeman,  9  Reservoir 
street,  Hyde  Park,  Mass.  (William  H.  Harlow  & 
Sons) ;  Ray  E.  Loud,  23  Johnson  road,  Weymouth, 
Mass.,  City  Fuel  Company,  80  Federal  street, 
Boston,  Mass.,  and  Alexander  B.  Wiley,  230 
Pleasant  street,  Winthrop,  Mass.,  City  Fuel 
Company,  80  Federal  street,  Boston,  Mass. 
(referred  August  5,  1946),  to  be  Weighers  of  Coal 
for  the  term  ending  April  30,  1947  —  recommending 
that  appointments  be  confirmed. 

The  reports  were  accepted  and  the  question 
came  on  confirmation.  Committee,  Coun. 
Bayley  and  Linehan.  Appointments  confirmed, 
yeas  15,  nays  2. 


F.iYWOOD    AVENUE. 

Coun.  COFFEY  offered  the  following: 
Ordered,    That   the    Board    of   Street   Commis- 
sioners be  requested  through  his  Honor  the  Mayor 
to  lay  out  and  accept  as  a  public  way  Faywood 
avenue,  Ward  1. 

Passed  under  suspension  of  the  rule. 


COLUMBUS   DAY   CELEBRATION. 

Coun.  COFFEY  offered  the  following: 
Ordered,    That   the   City   Messenger   make   the 
necessary  arrangements  to  have  the  parade  route 
'for  the  Columbus  Day  Celebration,   October  13, 
roped  off. 

Passed  under  suspension  of  the  rule. 


FIRST    AID    STATION,    LOGAN    AIRPORT. 

Coun.  COFFEY  offered  the  following: 

Ordered,  That  the  State  Public  Works  Com- 
missioner and  the  Manager  of  the  Logan  Airport 
be  requested,  through  his  Honor  the  Mayor,  to 
establish  a  first  aid  station  at  the  Logan  Airport 
in  East  Boston. 

Coun.  COFFEY— Mr.  President,  talking  on  the 
motion,  I  happened  to  be  at  the  airport  on  Satur- 
day. There  was  an  accident  there.  As  a  result 
of  the  accident  a  lieutenant  in  the  United  States 
service  was  injured.  He  had  to  lie  on  the  cold 
concrete  floor  for  something  like  fifteen  minutes 
until  an  ambulance  was  brought  to  take  him  to  the 
hospital.  In  case  some  of  the  councilors  do  not 
know  it,  there  is  a  new  building  which  has  just 
been  put  up  in  the  past  few  months  at  the  airport. 
As  a  result  of  the  new  terminal,  the  old  building 
is  now  vacant.  Only  recently  they  let  a  couple 
of  small  air  lines  take  over  that  for  the  chartering 
of  planes.  In  this  old  building  there  is  sufficient 
room,  I  might  say  sufficient  rooms,  so  that  a  first 
aid  station  could  be  set  up  there.  I  think  an 
attendant  nurse  should  be  on  duty  twenty-four 
hours  a  day  and,  if  the  powers  that  be  see  fit,  a 
doctor  could  be  on  those  grounds.  I  am  thinking 
now  of  what  happened  to  this  one  individual. 
But  there  are  something  like  seventy-five  or  eighty 
flights  leaving  and  landing  in  the  East  Boston 
Airport  every  day.  If  there  was  a  crackup,  and 
God  forbid  that  there  ever  will  be,  but  of  course 
the  chances  are  that  there  will  be  a  crackup 
sometime  at  the  Logan  Airport,  I  am  afraid 
of  what  is  going  to  happen  to  the  twenty-seven 
or  fifty-four  passengers  according  to  the  number 
on  the  plane  which  may  crack  up.  It  is  very 
important  that  something  be  done  immediately. 
The  room  is  there.  The  space  is  there.  There 
are  all  the  people  at  the  airport.  It  will  meet  a 
need.  What  I  am  referring  to  is  a  first  aid  station 
with  somebody  on  the  ground  to  give  aid  in  the 
event  of  a  crackup  or  serious  injury  which  might 
happen  at  the  airport  in  the  future. 

Passed  under  suspension  of  the  rule. 


EMPLOYMENT    OF    VETERANS    AT    RACE 
TRACKS. 

Coun.  COFFEY  offered  the  following: 
Ordered,  That  his  Honor  the  Mayor  be  requested 
to  confer  with  the  State  Racing  Commission  with 
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a  \  ii ■«  to  ascertaining  why  veterans,  particularly 
disabled  veterans,  are  not  given  employment  a1 
the  Suffolk  Downs  Race  Track  and  Wonderland 
Dog  Track. 

Coun,  COFFEY — Mr.  President,  this  is  some- 
thing I  have  been  taking  up  for  years  regarding 
employment  at  the  local  tracks.  In  the  past  my 
impression  has  been  that  the  Suffolk  County  citi- 
zens and  voters  have  been  excluded.  Now  we 
eome  to  the  point  where  we  have  several  thousand 
veterans  in  Suffolk  County  on  the  920  Club. 
There  are  not  veterans  employed  at  those  tracks 
in  my  opinion  in  sufficient  numbers.  1  think  it  is 
nine  we  hit  and  hit  hard.  1  know  of  employees  on 
that  track  earning  anywhere  from  $7,000  to  $10,000 
a  year  on  other  jobs-  1  hey  are  drawing  $10,  $15 
and  S25  a  night  at  the  dog  track  and  drawing  the 
same  amount  at  the  horse  track  when  it  is  operat- 
ing. It  is  a  shame  and  a  disgrace.  People  are 
employed  there  from  the  South.  We  know  the 
tracks  swap  favors.  There  are  a  hundred  em- 
ployed there  from  Rockingham's  track,  people  liv- 
ing in  New  Hampshire.  There  are  a  hundred 
employed  in  both  of  the  tracks  from  Rhode  Island. 
It  is  a  case  of  swapping  favors.  They  take  care  of 
those  people  so  that  the  track  operators  in  Boston 
will  have  their  friends  taken  care  of  at  the  other 
tracks.  This  is  a  voting  year.  This  is  the  year 
that  the  people  of  Suffolk  County  have  their  say 
on  whether  there  is  going  to  be  horse  and  dog 
racing  in  the  near  future.  This  is  the  year  we 
vote  to  continue  horse  racing  and  dog  racing  or 
discontinue  it.  I  do  not  have  to  tell  you,  you 
fellows  do  not  get  jobs  at  the  horse  and  dog  track, 
I  know  you  do  not.  If  you  do,  you  are  fortunate 
in  getting  one.  There  are  members  of  the  Legisla- 
ture who  live  in  Lee  and  Lenox  and  North  Adams, 
over  200  miles  away  from  Suffolk  Downs  and  the 
the  Wonderland  Dog  Track.  Because  they  have  a 
vote  in  the  Legislature  and  they  are  on  the  verge 
of  increasing  the  take  at  both  tracks,  they  are 
given  consideration  which  should  be  given  to  the 
Suffolk  County  citizens.  They  are  given  three  or 
four  jobs  according  to  how  much  influence  they 
have  in  the  Legislature.  I  say  it  is  time  we  cracked 
down  right  in  Suffolk  County.  We  are  the  ones 
who  are  going  to  vote  racing  in  for  two  years  or 
vote  racing  out.  As  I  said,  there  are  thousands  of 
young  boys  n  Suffolk  County  on  the  920  Club. 
For  the  first  few  months  a  lot  of  them  did  not 
mind  it.  Now  they  are  getting  so  they  will  not 
work.  We  cannot  get  it  for  them.  Everybody  in 
the  state  was  caught  asleep.  There  are  no  projects 
going  on  where  we  can  put  the  young  fellows  to 
work.  A  lot  of  them  are  married  and  live  with 
their  in-laws.  A  lot  of  them  are  living  with  a  wife 
and  children  on  $20  a  week,  while  fellows  at  the 
dog  track  and  Suffolk  Downs  are  holding  other 
jobs,  some  of  them  right  here  in  City  Hall  and 
some  of  them  are  Suffolk  County  employees. 
Some  are  State  employees.  Others  are  Federal 
employees,  drawing  down  $55  to  $65  a  week.  I 
know  some  who  are  getting  up  to  $10,000  a  year. 
They  are  still  mean  and  cheap  enough  to  go  down 
and  work  at  Suffolk  Downs  and  at.  the  dog  track 
and  keep  these  kids  from  going  to  work  there.  A 
lot  of  them  do  not  live  in  Suffolk  County  and  have 
not  got  a  vote.  I  wonder  if  the  new  track  owners 
at  Suffolk  Downs  have  taken  that  into  considera- 
tion. Those  at  the  dog  track  do  not  care.  This 
year  for  the  first  time  since  it  has  been  running  the 
dog  track  did  not  even  take  applications,  whether 
they  were  from  veterans  or  disabled  veterans. 
They  did  not  care.  They  just  did  not  take  them. 
If  you  are  in  the  Legislature  you  can  bring  pressure. 
You  can  tell  them  you  are  going  to  vote  for  an 
increase  in  their  take.  I  make  the  suggestion  that 
the  American  Legion,  the  Veterans  of  Foreign  Wars 
and  the  Disabled  American  Veterans  go  down  to 
Suffolk  Downs  and  go  down  to  the  Wonderland 
Dog  Track  like  they  do  in  New  Hampshire.  They 
go  from  window  to  window,  representatives  of 
these  different  legion  and  veteran  organizations. 
1  hey  ask  where  a  man  came  from.  They  have  the 
book  right  there.  If  the  man  is  not  a  resident 
they  go  to  the  manager  and  say,  "Fire  him,  he  is 
not  a  resident  of  this  state,  get  him  out  of  there 
and  put  a  resident  of  our  slate  in  his  place."  That 
is  what  should  be  done  here.  It  is  not  our  fight. 
We  have  little  to  say  about  it.  On  what  little  we 
have  to  say,  we  have  been  hollering  our  heads  off 
for  the  past  six  or  seven  years.  Let  the  American 
Legion,  the  Veterans  of  Foreign  Wars  and  the  Dis- 
abled Veterans  organizations  take  care  of  their 
own,  go  down  there  and  check  on  who  is  employed 
and  how  many  other  jobs  they  have.  They  will 
find  fakers  down  there  on  one  or  two  other  pay 


rolls,  men  mean  enough  to  take  a  week's  pay  away 
from  some  kid  who  might  be  getting  $20  a  week. 
I  ask  suspension  of  the  rule  and  passage  of  the 
order. 

Passed  under  .suspension  of  the  rule. 


IMPROVEMENTS   FOR   CHANDLER'S 
POND. 

Coun.  LANE  for  Coun.  MADDEN  offered  the 
following: 

Ordered,  That  his  Honor  the  Mayor  be  requested 
to  make  available  the  sum  of  five  thousand  dollars, 
from  any  available  sources,  for  a  survey, '  plans, 
etc.,  of  Chandler's  Pond,  in  Brighton,  in  order  that 
improvements  might  be  made  at  this  location  as 
speedily  as  possible. 

Passed  under  suspension  of  the  rule. 


"STOP"    SIGNS. 

Coun.  CAREY  offered  the  following: 
Ordered,  That  the  Traffic  Commissioner  be  re- 
quested, through  his  Honor  the  Mayor,  to  immedi- 
ately install  "Stop"  signs  on  St.  Alphonsus  street 
at  the  intersections  of  Smith  street,  Conant  street 
and  Longwood  avenue. 

Coun.  CAREY— Mr.  President,  I  do  not  like  to 
criticize  too  strenuously  the  Traffic  Commissioner 
or  the  engineer  in  the  Traffic  Department  but  I 
have  been  with  the  Council  for  nine  years  and 
gotten  along  pretty  well  with  those  gentlemen. 
There  are  times  when  they  use  anything  but  wise 
and  sensible  judgment.  On  April  22nd  I  intro- 
duced an  order  asking  that  "Stop"  signs  be 
installed  at  St.  Alphonsus  and  Smith  streets. 
We  get  the  same  response  from  the  Traffic  Com- 
missioner, that  their  experience  and  actual  traffic 
studies  show  not  more  than  30  per  cent  of  the 
motorists  observe  "Stop"  signs.  They  believe  a 
much  lesser  percentage  will  respond  to  "Stop" 
signs  in  this  location.  The  installation  of  signs  by 
the  commission  is  subject  to  the  approval  of  the 
State  Department  of  Public  Works.  They  have 
established  a  set  of  traffic  conditions  which  must 
be  met  in  order  to  warrant  approval.  These 
conditions  do  not  obtain  at  this  intersection.  I 
do  not  like  to  go  into  the  gutter  to  borrow  words 
to  use.  I  would  like  to  know  what  the  State 
Department  of  Public  Works  knows  about  the 
hazardous  traffic  conditions  in  Ward  10  or  in  fact 
in  any  other  section  of  the  city.  Bear  in  mind, 
Mr.  President,  these  regulations  were  set  up  not 
by  the  present  State  Department  of  Public  Works 
but  by  their  predecessors  in  that  office.  .1  do 
hope  that  the  day  will  come  when  the  present 
set-up  in  the  State  Department  of  Public  Works 
will  abolish  such  asinine  opinions  as  those  formerly 
held  by  those  in  the  State  Department  of  Public 
Works.  I  have  been  in  the  City  Council  nine 
years.  There  is  a  duty  on  every  man  elected  to 
public  office  not  only  to  vote  appropriations  of 
money  and  the  like  but  to  do  what  he  can  to  make 
his  district  and  his  city  safer.  I  go  along  St. 
Alphonsus  street  every  day  in  the  week.  I  know 
what  is  good  for  St.  Alphonsus  street  and  what  is 
not  good  for  it.  Only  yesterday  afternoon  at  the 
intersection  of  Longwood  avenue  and  St.  Alphonsus 
street  two  automobiles  crashed.  In  commenting 
earlier  on  my  previous  order,  the  Traffic  Com- 
missioner brought  out  the  fact  that  St.  Alphonsus 
street  is  used  for  cross-town  traffic.  That  is  very 
true.  That  is  all  the  more  reason  why  "Stop" 
signs  should  be  installed  as  required.  It  is  a 
residential  street.  Yet  it  is  being  used  by  strangers 
and  by  others  who  do  not  live  in  that  particular 
locality  but  who  use  St.  Alphonsus  street  as  a 
short  cut  in  going  from  Huntington  avenue  to 
Jamaica  Plain,  West  Roxbury,  and  other  points 
west  and  south.  Many  motorists  do  not  realize 
the  hazardous  conditions  that  exist  there.  Those 
dangers  have  to  be  brought  to  their  attention 
through  the  erection  of  sufficiently  serviceable 
signs,  I  might  call  them,  which  will  tend  to  warn 
them  of  the  dangers.  At  the  intersection  of 
Smith  and  St.  Alphonsus  streets  the  motorists 
approach  the  Mission  School  where  hundreds  of 
young  children  are  in  attendance  seven  months  of 
the  year.  Time  and  time  again  mothers  and 
fathers  of  children  have  come  to  me  and  pleaded 
that  something  be  done  in  order  to  safeguard  the 
lives  of  the  youngsters  who  go  to  school  in  the 
morning  and  return  at  noon.  They  go  back  to 
the  school  after  lunch  and  they  must  return  home 
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about  three  o'clock  in  the  afternoon.  Nobody 
knows  any  better  than  a  City  Councilor  or  a 
member  of  the  Legislature  or  somebody  who  is 
well  aware  of  his  particular  district  just  what  is 
good  in  the  way  of  traffic  warnings  or  suggestions 
along  that  line  for  that  district.  I  say  it  is  most 
necessary  that,  these  signs  be  installed  there.  It 
might  be  true  that  not  over  30  per  cent  of  the 
motorists  observe  these  signs.  I  affirm  my  belief 
that  if  the  erection  of  these  signs  will  reduce  that 
number  of  violators  29  per  cent  or  28  per  cent  or 
anything  whatsoever,  that  the  installation  of  the 
signs  will  be  well  rewarded.  I  am  not  going  to 
take  No  for  an  answer.  This  answer  that  came 
back  to  my  request  makes  me  observe  and  the 
other  members  of  the  Council  can  themselves 
observe  it  if  they  go  through  the  minutes  of  the 
meetings  of  this  Body  for  the  past  year,  that  this 
is  simply  a  stock  reply.  I  do  not  believe  that  the 
Traffic  Commissioner  or  his  office  made  a  proper 
investigation  of  the  hazards  that  exist  there  on 
that  street.  If  they  have,  can't  they  still  take 
suggestions  from  one  who  is  familiar  with  the 
dangers  that  exist  there?  I  want  those  traffic 
signs  there.  I  do  not  care  what  the  Traffic  Com- 
mission, the  State  Department  of  Public  Works, 
or  anybody  else  says,  I  am  thinking  of  the  kids 
who  live  there  and  those  old  people  who  frequent 
the  Mission  Church  dozens  of  times  a  day.  They 
live  there.  They  are  entitled  to  that  protection. 
It  costs  but  very  little  to  erect  those  posts  with 
those  signs.  I  am  not  asking  for  something  which 
is  expensive  here.  I  want  it  done  immediately. 
If  I  have  to  hold  a  public  hearing  and  bring  in  the 
people  of  the  district  to  fully  acquaint  the  Traffic 
Commission  with  the  importance  and  the  necessity 
of  the  signs,  I  will  do  so.  There  is  too  much 
hemming  and  hawing  sometimes  over  some  little 
expenditure  such  as  this  one  here.  The  people  are 
entitled  to  them  and  we  can  well  afford  them  the 
protection  which  they  are  entitled  to.  I  want  to 
say  in  closing  that  I  want  these  signs.  I  want 
them  immediately.  I  am  going  to  ask  the  sten- 
ographer to  give  me  a  copy  of  these  remarks  as 
early  as  possible  during  the  current  wreek  so  that 
the  Traffic  Commissioner  will  see  how  I  feel 
about  the  signs.  It  is  not  only  a  matter  of  how  I 
feel,  but  I  am  speaking  for  the  people  of  the 
district  out  there.  We  live  there.  The  Traffic 
Commissioner  or  his  engineers  do  not.  We  want 
protection.  I  feel  we  will  get  some  protection 
through  the  installation  of  these  signs.  I  ask  for 
suspension  of  the  rule  and  passage  of  the  order. 

Coun.  BRYAN — I  want  to  congratulate  the 
councilor  from  Ward  10  (Coun.  Carey),  on  that 
order,  and  on  the  stand  that  he  has  taken.  I  have 
not  been  here  nine  years  but  in  the  short  time  I 
have  been  here  I  know  the  requests  that  I  have 
asked  of  the  Traffic  Commission  for  my  district 
regarding  safety  signs  and  "Stop"  signs  come 
back  saying  there  are  insufficient  funds  or  that  the 
signs  do  not  belong  there.  I  asked  for  a  sign  at  a 
very  important  and  dangerous  crossing,  the  corner 
of  the  West  Roxbury  Parkway  and  Weld  street. 
It  came  back  with  a  statement  they  had  no  right 
to  put  a  sign  there.  It  is  about  time  we  got  some 
satisfaction  from  the  department  heads.  It  is 
about  time  they  got  on  the  ball.  I  hope  the 
Mayor  will  take  steps  to  have  someone  in  the 
department  give  the  councilors  some  satisfaction 
on  affairs  in  their  districts. 

Passed  under  suspension  of  the  rule. 


RECESS. 

There  being  no  objection,  the  Chair  declared  a 
recess  at  2.15  p.  m.,  subject  to  the  call  of  the  Chair. 
The  members  reassembled  and  were  called  to  order 
by  President  KELLY,  at  6.50  p.  m. 


REPORT   OF   EXECUTIVE   COMMITTEE. 

Coun.  FISH,  for  the  Executive  Committee, 
submitted  the  following: 

On  the  message  of  the  Mayor  and  orders  referred 
this  date,  transfer  in  the  Treasury  Department  of 
82,962.13;  transfer  to  the  State— Boston  Retire- 
ment System  of  $10,000;  transfer  of  $3,000  for 
Veterans'  Memorial  on  Boston  Common;  transfer 
of  $16,000  for  Wharf  Repairs  at  Eastern  Avenue; 
and  acceptance  of  $25,000  from  the  U.  S.  Govern- 
ment for  plans  for  the  Nurses'  Home  —  recom- 
mending the  orders  ought  to  pass. 


The  reports  were  accepted  and  the  question 
came  on  the  passage  of  the  orders.  The  roll  was 
called.  Whole  number  of  ballots  15;  yeas  15,  and 
the  orders  passed. 

Coun.  HANNON — Mr.  President,  what  about 
the  $5,000,000  off-street  parking  appropriation? 

President  KELLY — That  is  still  in  the  Execu- 
tive   Session. 


NEXT   MEETING. 

Coun.  SCANNELL— Mr.  President. 

President  KELLY — For  what  purpose  does  the 
gentleman  rise? 

Coun.  SCANNELL — I  move  that  we  adjourn 
to  September  9,  when  we  adjourn,  the  first  week 
after  Labor  Day. 

Coun.  KINSELLA — Mr.  President,  a  point  of 
information.  Is  it  in  order  to  make  such  a  motion 
as  that  when  at  the  last  regular  meeting  we  de- 
cided to  adjourn  until  the  26th  of  August? 

Coun.  SCANNELL — I  will  withdraw  my 
motion. 

President  KELLY— I  will  answer  Councilor 
Kinsella  first.  It  is  in' order  to  make  that  motion. 
At  this  meeting  any  matter  can  be  taken  up. 
Although  this  is  a  special  meeting,  it  is  for  all 
purposes.     The  motion  is  in  order. 

Coun.  KINSELLA— Mr.  President,  a  further 
point  of  information.  We  do  not  have  to  meet 
next  Monday  if  we  vote  today  not  to  meet. 

President  KELLY — That  is  right.     It  is  up  to 
the     members     of     the     Body.      Does     Councilor 
Scannell  withdraw  his  motion? 
.    Coun.  SCANNELL— No,  sir,  I  do  not. 

President  KELLY — You  still  press  your  motion? 

Coun.  SCANNELL— Yes,  sir. 

President  KELLY — Talking  on  the  motion, 
Councilor  Bryan. 

Coun.  BRYAN — We  have  some  very  important 
business  before  this  Body.  It  has  been  held  up 
for  two  weeks.  It  concerns  very  vital  parts  of  the 
city  business.  I  think  if  it  is  not  acted  on  here 
today  we  should  have  a  meeting  next  Monday  so 
it  can  be  acted  on  and  it  will  not  be  held  over 
week  after  week. 

Coun.  SCANNELL— Mr.  President. 

Coun.  BAYLEY— Mr.  President. 

President  KELLY — Councilor  Bayley,  not 
having  spoken. 

Coun.  BAYLEY — Mr.  President,  I  am  also 
interested  in  the  matter.  In  addition  to  Councilor 
Bryan's  reasons,  I  think  it  is  important  we  have 
a  meeting,  of  the  Executive  Committee  next 
Monday  so  that  we  may  investigate  this  very 
thoroughly.  It  is  a  matter  on  which  the  Fire 
Commissioner  is  pressing  us.  If  we  had  an 
adjournment  of  two  weeks  from  today,  it  is  Labor 
Day.  There  will  be  a  three  weeks'  adjournment 
while  this  matter  is  pending.  We  should  meet 
next  Monday. 

Coun.  LINEHAN— Mr.  President,  I  want  to 
know  if  it  is  in  order  to  file  an  order. 

President  KELLY — It  will  be  in  a  minute, 
councilor. 

Coun.  SCANNELL— Mr.  President,  I  realize 
that  Councilor  Bryan  and  these  gentlemen  are 
looking  for  something  for  their  district  but  we 
voted  in  Executive  Session  today  to  put  business 
over.  It  is  all  right  to  say  we  should  meet  next 
week  or  any  other  week  but  there  are  some  members 
of  this  Body  who  have  been  on  vacation  with  their 
wives  and  children  down  at  the  Cape.  It  is  all 
right  to  take  a  member  of  this  Body  back  from  the 
Cape  and  from  his  vacation  to  meet  on  something 
that  the  Mayor  downstairs  is  interested  in.  I 
I  think  it  will  not  do  any  harm  to  put  the  matter 
over  for  a  couple  of  weeks  until  we  hear  from  the 
Fire  Commissioner  in  regard  to  these  fire  houses. 
I  am  interested  in  Councilor  Bryan's  fire  house 
as  well  as  any  member  of  the  Body.  Without 
reflecting  on  Councilor  Bryan  or  Bayley,  I  would 
like  to  know  how  the  other  $300,000  is  to  be  spent 
which  they  voted  in  there  today  to  put  over  to 
the  next  meeting.  I  would  like  a  little  vacation 
and  not  have  to  be  called  back  for  any  special 
meetings. 

Coun.  BRYAN — Mr.  President,  talking  on  the 
motion,  isn't  there  a  bill  on  the  fire  houses  and 
another  bill  concerning  some  $238,000  on  sewerage? 
I,  myself,  have  had  no  vacation  this  year.  In  two 
weeks  I  will  be  away.  I  want  to  be  here  when  the. 
bills  come  in  for  the  fire  house  in  West  Roxbury. 
I  fought  for  it  as  a  private  citizen  for  twelve  years. 
Now  that  I  am  in  the  Council  I  am  going  to  see  it 
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through.  I  think  when  we  have  city  business  we 
should  attend  to  it.  If  I  have  to  come  166  miles 
back  from  my  vacation.  I  will  do  it.  I  think  we 
should  attend  to  it  when  it  comes  before  us  and  not 
three  or  four  weeks  later. 

The  question  came  on  Councilor  SCANNELL'S 
motion  that  the  Council  adjourn  to  Monday. 
September  9.  when  it  did  adjourn,  and  it  was  not  a 
vote. 


LIGHTING  FACILITIES,  DORCHESTER 
AVENUE. 

Coun.  HANNON  offered  the  following: 

Ordered,  That  the  Commissioner  of  Public 
Works  be  requested  by  his  Honor  the  Mayor  to 
provide  improved  lighting  facilities  on  Dorchester 
avenue,  at  Crescent  avenue,  Ward  13. 

Coun.  HANNON — Mr.  President,  briefly  this 
is  another  one  of  those  traffic  problems  where  we 
try  to  get  "Stop"  signs.  Five  or  six  youngsters 
have  been  killed  because  of  the  traffic.  One  of 
the  dub'  elected  representatives  suggested  we 
improve  the  lighting  facilities  there  and  we  would 
probably  cut  down  the  traffic  accidents.     I  hope  so. 

Coun.  FISH — Mr.  President,  with  Councilor 
Hannon's  permission  we  can  refer  this  to  the 
Executive  Committee  and  have  the  Traffic  Com- 
missioner's representative  come  to  the  hearing 
and  give  us  an  explanation  of  the  $65,000.  Then 
we  can  see  what  is  happening  to  the  whole  matter. 

President  KELLY — I  agree  with  you. 

Coun.  FISH — I  make  a  motion  to  refer  it  to  the 
Executive  Committee. 

Coun.  HANNON — I  have  no  objection. 

Referred  to  the  Executive  Committee. 


CITY   PENSION   SYSTEM. 

Coun.  HANNON  offered  the  following: 

Ordered,  That  his  Honor  the  Mayor  be  re- 
quested to  direct  the  trustees  of  the  Boston  Retire- 
ment System  to  consider  the  advisability  of 
providing  $200  annual  E.  C.  A.  to  every  pensioned 
employee  receiving  a  pension  of  less  than  $900  per 
year. 

Coun.  HANNON — I  have  made  many  efforts, 
futile  though  they  may  be,  Mr.  President,  to  try 
and  improve  the  plight  of  many  faithful  city 
employees.  They  contribute  4  per  cent  of  their 
salaries  throughout  the  year  and  after  years  of 
service  they  find  themselves  pensioned  with  much 
less  income  monthly  than  they  would  have  if  they 
contributed  nothing  and  went  on  the  rolls  of  the 
old  age  pension  recipients.  Every  attempt  to 
alter  or  amend  the  pension  or  retirement  laws  of 
the  city  seems  to  become  stagnant.  You  run 
against  a  stone  wall  somewhere.  This  is  just 
another  effort  on  my  part,  with  all  the  money  in 
the  retirement  fund,  to  see  if  we  cannot  do  some- 
thing for  these  faithful  men  and  women  laborers 
who  went  out  of  the  city  under  pensions  of  $40 
and  $45  a  month.  The  city  employees  were 
granted  $200  emergency  compensation  alone 
because  of  the  increase  in  prices.  Pensioned 
employees  have  to  contend  with  the  same  increases 
in  prices.  I  think  that  those  who  are  getting  less 
than  $900,  that  small  amount,  might  well  be  given 
emergency  compensation  allotments  in  order  to 
permit  them  to  try  to  keep  their  head  above  water 
and  try  to  meet  the  rising  cost  of  living. 

Passed  under  suspension  of  the  rule. 


PUBLIC   MEETING    ON   HOUSING 
SHORTAGE. 

Coun.  LINEHAN  and  KINSELLA  offered  the 
following: 

Ordered,  That  the  Committee  on  Public  Housing 
of  the  Boston  City  Council  hold  a  public  meeting 
for  the  purpose  of  ascertaining  just  what  action  has 
been  taken  to  relieve  the  housing  shortage  which 
exists  in  Boston.  Representatives  of  all  War 
Veteran  Organizations,  the  Boston  Housing 
Authority,  the  Mayor  of  Boston's  Committee  on 
Public  Housing,  City  of  Boston  Law  Department, 
State  Board  of  Housing,  Federal  Housing,  Real 
Estate,  Building  Materials  Officials,  Labor  Organi- 
zations and  other  interested  organizations  and 
persons  be  invited  to  furnish  information  to  help 


relieve  the  housing  shortage  so  that  war  veterans 
and  others  may  be  able  to  secure  some  housing 
relief. 

Coun.   LINEHAN— Mr.  President,  I  hope  you 
refer    that    order    to    the    Committee    on    Public 
Housing.     Mr.    President,    at    the    outset    I    just 
want  to  say  I  am  getting  sick  and  tired  of  having 
a  great  many  veterans  stop  me  on  the  street  or 
coming  to  my  home  and  office  and  asking  w'hen 
they  might  get  some  relief  in  regard  to  securing 
housing  for  themselves  and  their  families.     Away 
back  on  May  6,  1946,  I  filed  an  order  asking  his 
Honor   the   Mayor   to   have   the   city   secure   pre- 
fabricated  houses  which  were  available  from  the 
Federal    Government    and,    through    the    Boston 
Housing  Authority,   locate   them  in   that  part  of 
Columbus  park  which  is  not  used  for  recreational 
purposes,  for  the  purpose  of  furnishing  housing  to 
war  veterans  and  their  families.     That  was  away 
back    on    May    6,    1946.     It    was   an    emergency 
matter.     To  this  date,  and  if  I  am  wrong  I  hope 
I  will  be  corrected  by  the  clerk,  I  do  not  see  that 
we   have   received   any   message   from   his   Honor 
the  Mayor  pertaining  to  the  matter.     I  know  we 
have  Camp  McKay,  that  great  old  rat  hole,  which 
does  not  only  look  like  a  rat  hole  but  if  you  go 
there   today,   on  a   day  like   today,   for  example, 
and  go  to  Columbus  Circle  and  look  down  at  the 
old  cottages  you  will  be  happy  to  say  you  do  not 
live  there.     That  is  about  all  the  City  of  Boston 
has  done  in  regard  to  relief  of  the  housing  shortage 
for  veterans  and  others.     Many  times  during  the 
past  year  I  have  taken  my  feet  here  and  mentioned 
how   his   Honpr  the   Mayor  helped   to  delay   the 
Cathedral  project  and  the  South  Boston  project, 
particularly  the  Cathedral  project.     I  do  not  see 
that  he  is  going  out  of  his   way  in   helping  the 
veterans.     I   remember  in   his   message   when   he 
was  inaugurated  that  he  was  going  to  give  the 
veterans  city-owned  property  so  that  they  could 
house  their  families.     I  have  not  heard  anything 
about  that  since.     I  also  filed  an  order,  I  am  not 
sure  whether  it  was  before  or  after  May  6,  I  have 
not  been  able  to  get  the   order,   requesting  that 
school  buildings  not  used  for  school  purposes  and 
which    are    conducive    to    housing,    be    converted 
into  housing  by  being  taken  over  by  the  City  of 
Boston  and  turned  over  to  the  Boston   Housing 
Authority  so  they  could  be  converted  into  apart- 
ments for  veterans  and  their  families.     We  have 
not  heard  anything  in  regard  to  that  order.     I  am 
looking  at  a  newspaper  clipping.     I  would  like  to 
quote  from  it.     I  think  it  was  published  in   the 
past  week  in  one  of  the  local  papers.     "Harold  A. 
Rogers,  vice  commander  of  the  American  Legion 
and  chairman  of  the  Veterans  Housing  Committee, 
said   the   need   for   veteran   housing   was   greater. 
He  also  assailed  CPA  authorization   of  the  con- 
struction of  a  dance  hall  in  Wellesley,  an  addition 
to  the  Riverside  Press  and  the  new  John  Hancock 
Insurance   Company  building.     The   State  Emer- 
gency  Housing   Commission   heard   John    Dobbs, 
regional  housing  expediter,  estimate  there   was  a 
need  of  21,000  more    housing    units  this  year  in 
metropolitan  Boston.     Philip  Nichols,  chairman  of 
the   State   Housing   Board,    told   the   Commission 
there  was  a  waiting  list  for  temporary  housing  for 
veterans   three   times   the   present   capacity.     He 
pointed  out  that  cities  and  towns  have  the  power 
to   convert  mansions  and   large   houses  into   ten- 
apartment  units."     It  seems  to  me  it  is  possible 
under  the  law  for  the  City  of  Boston  through  its 
duly  authorized  agents  like  the  Boston   Housing 
Authority,    although   it   is   not   an    agent   of   the 
City  of  Boston,  it  is  functioning  under  a  charter 
given  them  by  the  state,  it  is  sort  of  an  additional 
department  of  the  City  of  Boston.     They  work  in 
conjunction  with  the  city  through  his  Honor  the 
Mayor.     I  myself  being  and  his  Honor  the  Mayor 
a  member  of  the  Housing  Authority  have  not  been 
able  to  get  any  definite  information  as  to  when 
or  where  or  just  what  is  going  to  happen  to  the 
Cathedral  project  and  the  South  Boston  project. 
I   personally   do   not   think   they   are   done    with, 
although  a  short  time  ago  there  appeared  in  the 
paper   a   statement   that  they   were   doomed   due 
to  the  fact  the  bill  considered  in  the  Senate  was 
not  adopted  before   the  Congress  adjourned  and 
therefore  temporarily   the   Cathedral   project  and 
others   like   it   were   doomed   until   probably   next 
year  when  Congress  might  act  on  the  housing  bill. 
You  remember  that  went  out  because    the  Council 
went  on  record  whereby  the  maximum  cost  for  an 
apartment   would   go   up   from   $5,000   to   $6,000, 
which  would  mean  that  the  Cathedral  project  and 
the  South  Boston  project  could  then  be  sent  out 
under  bid  and  the  contractors  would  bid  for  it  up 
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to  $6,000,  but  they  would  not  bid  on  it  up  to 
$5,000  an  apartment.  It  just  boils  down  to  this, 
today  we  had  a  meeting  in  regard  to  off-street 
parking.  It  has  been  a  matter  and  a  problem 
which  has  existed  in  the  city  for  many  years,  ever 
since  the  advent  of  the  automobile.  Frankly,  I  am 
sorry  to  say  we  will  still  have  that  problem  regard- 
less of  how  many  garages  we  build.  If  we  build 
more  garages  then  you  are  going  to  have  more 
cars  in  the  city.  God  help  us  at  four  o'clock  in 
the  afternoon.  I  do  not  know  how  the  cars  are 
all  going  to  get  out.  We  still  have  the  narrow 
streets.  There  is  no  question  in  my  mind  it  is 
not  the  final  solution.  Here  we  have  an  emergency 
problem.  Everybody  in  the  City  Council,  every- 
body in  the  City  Hall  agrees,  I  think,  it  is  an 
emergency  problem  in  regard  to  the  housing  of 
veterans  and  their  families,  and  other  people  not 
veterans  and  their  families.  To  be  honest  with 
you  I  do  not  see  much  action  being  taken  here  by 
the  Federal  Government,  the  City  Government  or 
the  State  Government.  As  I  started  to  say  and 
did  not  finish  my  thought,  we  have  a  meeting  here 
today.  Lo  and  behold,  we  have  bankers  and  real 
estate  owners,  the  biggest  in  the  city,  vitally 
interested  in  the  problem.  They  finally  woke  up 
to  the  fact  it  is  a  problem.  I  have  been  a  member 
of  the  Council  for  three  terms.  I  never  saw  them 
up  here  before  in  regard  to  the  traffic  problem, 
that  is,  not  in  such  large  numbers.  They  all 
agree  on  spending  five  million  dollars  of  the  city's 
money  without  restrictions.  The  City  Council 
did  its  duty.  It  did  everything  it  could  do  under 
the  law  to  appropriate  8500,000  to  be  used  in 
regard  to  housing.  As  far  as  good  old  Camp 
McKay  goes,  frankly,  even  though  it  is  in  my 
district,  I  go  on  record  as  being  against  Camp 
McKay  for  veterans  or  anybody  else.  '  I  did 
think  I  was  trying  to  help  someone  in  a  small  way 
to  eliminate  some  of  the  seriousness  of  the  short- 
age that  exists  when  I  suggested  that  big  Columbus 
park  be  used  in  part,  that  part  which  in  my  mind 
is  not  being  used  for  recreational  purposes,  to  be 
used  for  the  purpose  of  temporary  housing.  I  still 
say  I  think  we  should  have  it  on  Columbus  park. 
The  veterans  or  anybody  else  would  be  glad  to 
see  housing  go  up  there.  I  am  sure  every  veteran 
in  need  of  housing  would  be  glad  to  take  advantage 
of  it.  I  know  as  a  matter  of  fact  the  Boston 
Housing  Authority  has  for  many  months  found 
it  very  hard  to  get  three  hundred-odd  applicants 
or  two  hundred-odd  applicants  to  fill  the  apart- 
ments down  at  Camp  McKay.  They  had  to 
do  a  lot  of  sales  promotion.  They  have  been 
doing  it  ever  since  about  January  7  when  I  left 
the  Housing  Authority.  I  hope  I  may  quote  a 
letter,  if  I  may  with  the  consent  of  the  gentle- 
man from  Charlestown  (Coun.  Kinsella).  I  will 
pass  that  and  permit  the  gentleman  from  Charles- 
town  to  quote  from  his  own  letter  to  show  you 
how  much  is  being  done  by  the  city  in  the  Boston 
Housing  Authority.  I  am  not  trying  to  say  it  is 
solely  the  fault  of  the  present  city  administration 
we  are  not  getting  more  temporary  housing. 
I  say  it  might  be  their  fault  because  Mr.  Nichols, 
the  chairman  of  the  State  Housing  Board,  does 
say  that  the  city  has  authority  to  convert  mansions 
and  large  houses  into  ten-apartment  units.  I  also 
know  the  city  has  authority  to  purchase  pre- 
fabricated houses  and  put  them  up  throughout 
the  City  of  Boston.  So  far  I  do  not  think  much 
has  been  done  on  it.  I  heard  of  the  possibility 
of  putting  up  some  houses  somewhat,  I  suppose, 
like  the  McKay  barracks  type  on  Franklin  Field 
and  a  few  other  places.  Franklin  Field  would 
be  a  very  good  location.  Going  along  with 
Franklin  Field,  I  think.  Columbus  park  would  be 
a  very  good  place.  There  are  some  other  places 
I  could  mention  including  another  one  in  my 
district,  Story  street  plus  Camp  McKay.  I  cer- 
tainly do  not  think  Camp  McKay  is  fit  for  human 
habitation.  I  have  listed  a  great  many  organiza- 
tions which  came  to  my  mind.  I  think  they 
should  have  a  representative  come  to  this  meeting 
which  will  be  solely  for  the  purpose  of  finding 
out  just  what  is  being  done.  Nobody  seems  to 
know.  It  is  about  time  we,  in  the  City  Council, 
found  out  just  what  is  being  done  so  that  we  can 
pass  along  to  the  different  veterans  and  others  who 
inquire  about  housing  just  about  what  we  can 
do  and  what  we  might  be  able  to  do  in  the  near 
future.  I  would  like  to  get  some  information 
for  the  Boston  City  Council  from  the  Boston 
Housing  Authority  as  to  what  is  the  situation  per- 
taining to  the  Cathedral  project  and  the  new 
project  in  South  Boston,  Ward  6.  So  far  I  have 
not  been  able  to  get  any  definite  information  on 
that.    As  a   result   of   possible   publicity  in  the 


newspapers  if  the  newspapers  are  generous  enough 
to  give  this  serious  problem  some  publicity  we 
might  get  some  kind  of  coordination  around  here 
so  that  something  is  done.  I  have  not  asked 
his  Honor  the  Mayor  to  come.  I  wish  I  did. 
But  I  have  requested  the  chairman  of  the  Boston 
Committee  on  Public  Housing  to  attend.  I  do 
not  know  what  they  have  done.  I  would  like  to 
know.  I  think  as  members  of  the  city  govern- 
ment we  have  a  right  and  we  should  have  the 
responsibility  of  knowing  what  is  going  on.  So 
far,  I  do  not  think  we,  as  members  of  the  City 
Council,  have  forced  the  issue  too  much,  other 
than  the  few  orders  I  have  filed  and  I  think  the 
gentleman  from  Ward  8  (Coun.  Hurley),  the 
gentleman  from  Ward  9  (Coun.  Sullivan),  who 
has  also  filed  orders  on  housing,  plus  the  gentle- 
men from  Charlestown  (Coun.  Kinsella).  Other 
than  those  few  orders  I  think  there  has  not  been 
very  much  done.  I  sincerely  hope  I  can  get  some 
information  from  his  Honor  the  Mayor  through 
his  regular  department  heads  in  regard  to  Columbus 
park  being  used  for  the  veterans.  He  cannot  say 
he  has  not  got  the  money  in  the  budget,  an  answer 
like  we  get  from  the  Traffic  and  Park  Commis- 
sioners whenever  you  ask  for  something  for  your 
district.  We  gave  him  half  a  million  dollars.  It 
should  take  care  of  underground  utilities.  We 
can  also  have  the  Law  Department  representa- 
tive come  down  here  and  tell  us  just  what  the 
City  of  Boston  can  do  through  the  City  Council 
and  the  Mayor.  Possibly  we  will  find  out  there 
is  something  we  can  actually  do  other  than  what 
we  have  already  done.  I  will  say  the  councilors 
have  gone  along  one  hundred  per  cent  on  every- 
thing I  have  filed  on  housing.  It  does  not  seem 
as  though  it  has  brought  the  desired  results.  I 
sincerely  hope  if  this  does  nothing  else,  we  get 
■some  information  from  his  Honor  the  Mayor 
and  his  department  heads  in  regard  to  what  the 
city  government  has  done  pertaining  to  veterans' 
housing  and  to  relieve  the  terrible  shortage  of 
housing  that  exists  today.  Last  year  is  not 
important  or  two  years  from  now.  We  must 
act  today.  I  might  say  as  a  veteran  I  am  very 
sorry  to  say  that  the  veteran  organizations  them- 
selves certainly  have  not  shown  very  much  signs  of 
getting  on  the  ball  and  really  going  after  the 
city,  state  and  federal  governments  and  any 
other  people  they  might  bis  able  to  get  after  so 
that  we  might  get  some  housing.  They  have  been 
just  as  negligent  as  we. 

Coun.  KINSELLA— Mr.  President,  talking  on 
the  order,  at  the  outset  I  would  like  to  say  that  if 
it  is  agreeable  to  the  councilor  from  Dorchester 
(Coun.  Fish)  we  will  hold  a  hearing  on  public 
housing  next  Monday  at  ten  o'clock.  That 
gives  us  adequate  time  to  notify  everybody 
embraced  in  the  order.  No  one  can  say  it  came 
too  hastily  to  accommodate  a  meeting  as  it  might 
if  we  had  the  meeting  this  week.  We  will  not  be 
holding  it  within  an  hour  of  our  regular  meeting. 
I  wish  the  Chair  would  notify  the  Clerk  of  Com- 
mittees to  send  out  notices  to  all  councilors  to 
attend  if  they  wish.  Mr.  President,  in  connection 
with  Councilor  Linehan's  remarks,  I  suppose  there 
is  no  harm  in  saying  while  little  has  been  done 
in  this  matter  for  veterans,  very  little  is  going  to 
be  done.  That  is  not  a  controversial  point. 
Everyone  agrees  that  the  war  is  over  now.  Last 
week  I  met  a  member  of  the  Boston  Housing 
Authority.  I  asked  him  how  far  the  plans  were 
progressing  on  the  emergency  housing  for  which 
we  appropriated  $500,000  for  the  installation  of 
utilities.  I  wanted  to  know  what  Charlestown. 
was  going  to  get.  We  clearly  understood  at  the 
time  we  passed  the  $500,000  that  sixty-four 
apartments  would  be  placed  at  Sullivan  square  on 
Ryan  Field  in  Charlestown.  He  advised  me 
after  the  $500,000  is  long  since  well  in  hand  that 
the  Federal  Public  Housing  Authority  did  not 
approve  the  site.  I  need  not  go  beyond  that  to 
show  why  I  am  going  to  read  the  letter.  You 
members  can  draw  your  own  opinions. 

"Boston  Housing  Authority, 

10  Post  Office  Square, 

Boston,  Mass. 

August  15,  1046. 
Councilor  Michael  Leo  Kinsella, 
Boston   City  Council, 
Council  Chamber,  City  Hall,  Boston. 

Dear  Councilor  Kinsella, — This  is  with  reference 
to  your  letter  of  August  8,  1946,  relative  to  the 
construction  of  an  emergency  housing  develop- 
ment at  Ryan  Field,  Sullivan  square,  Charlestown. 
The  original  allocation  from  the  Federal  Public 
Housing     Authority     for     temporary     veterans' 
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housing  was  1,500  units.  Sinoe  that  time,  the 
representatives  of  the  Federal  Public  Housing 
Authority  have  informed  this  Authority  that 
moneys  would  not  be  available  for  more  than  7113 
units,  which  is  quite  a  drop  from  the  original 
allocation. 

This  Authority  had  contemplated  receiving 
funds  to  erect  1,500  units,  and  was  looking  for 
additional  sites.  At  one  time,  it  was  determined 
that  sixty-four  apartments  would  be  placed  on  the 
Sullivan  Square  Playground,  but  the  Federal 
Public  Housing  Authority  did  not  approve  the 
site. 

The  present  plans  call  for  the  following  units 
to  be  erected: 

281  units,  Camp  McKay,  South  Boston. 
324   units,   Franklin   Field,    Dorchester. 
1C0  units',  Alsen  Playground,  Dorchester. 
28  units,  Madison  Park,  Roxbury. 
Very  truly  yours, 

Jeremiah  F.  Sullivan, 
Acting  Executive  Director 
For  the  Authority." 
When  we  appropriated  and  approved  '  the 
$500,000  it  was  made  clear  that  when  these  places 
were  ready  for  occupancy,  income  would  be  no 
consideration.  There  was  no  limit  to  the  amount 
of  money  a  tenant  could  earn  in  order  to  get  into 
the  units.  So  that  it  is  a  fairly  safe  assumption 
that  of  these  793  units  listed  here,  many  of  them 
could  not  qualify  for  low-rent  housing  which  is  in 
the  greatest  demand  in  Boston.  We  seem  to 
forget,  Mr.  President,  that  this  war  produced  an 
abundance  of  military  men  who  already  had 
families  but  who  went  into  the  service.  When 
they  came  back  they  found  their  quarters 
inadaquate.  They  had  some  hope  that  their 
status  of  veterans  would  guarantee  them  decent 
sanitary  living  conditions,  along  with  the  newly 
married  veterans  applying  for  public  housing. 
None  of  it  is  available.  I  will  make  a  bet  with 
Councilor  Linehan  he  will  not  see  it  available  in 
five  years.  I  was  also  reliably  informed  by  a 
member  of  the  Body  who  seems  to  know  what  he 
is  talking  about  that  none  of  the  contractors  want 
to  undertake  such  a  terrific  problem  as  represented 
in  the  Cathedral  project.  They  do  not  know  the 
conditions  that  will  exist  by  the  time  the  contract 
is  supposed  to  have  been  completed.  They  will 
not  tie  themselves  up,  what  with  the  fluctuations 
in  the  building  business  and  in  the  cost  of  materials 
today.  However,  Mr.  President,  the  pertinent 
thing  about  this  letter  you  remember  is  that  of 
793  units  guaranteed  in  four  different  locations 
we  do  not  get  a  true  story  of  the  number  of  people 
in  the  low-income  groups.  Since  income  is  no 
consideration  in  order  to  get  into  any  one  of  these 
units,  I  do  not  know  what  we  can  determine  at  the 
meeting  next  Monday.  It  seems  to  me  Councilor 
Linehan's  order  clearly  does  not  offer  a  remedy  or 
suggest  one  but  simply  seeks  information.  I  do 
not  know  what  they  are  going  to  tell  us  or  what 
they  can  tell  us.  I  do  not  know  how  well  attended 
the  meeting  will  be.  But  you  may  be  sure  many 
of  those  who  come  will  talk  to  us  in  platitudes  as 
they  always  do.  Somebody  will  pass  the  buck  to 
somebody  else  who  is  not  there  to  defend  himself. 
We  will  hold  the  meeting  without  establishing  the 
fact  of  the  true  condition  and  the  reasons  therefor. 
We  will  hold  the  meeting  at  ten  o'clock  next 
Monday,  the  26th  of  August,  in  the  Executive 
Room,  and  we  will  adjourn  here  if  necessary. 
Referred  to  the  Committee  on  Public  Housing. 


TRAFFIC   LIGHT,   DORCHESTER  STREET. 

Coun.  LINEHAN  offered  the  following: 
Ordered,    That    the    Traffic    Commissioner    be 
requested,  through  his  Honor  the  Mayor,  to  reg- 


ulato  the  pedestrian  traffic  light  at  the  corner  of 
Dorchester  street  and  Old  Colony  avenue,  Ward 
7,  so  that  it.  will  stay  on  longer  and  give  pedestrians 
a  better  chance  to  cross  this  dangerous  i  ntersection 
in  safety. 

Coun.  LINEHAN — I  move  the  order  be  refer- 
red to  the  Executive  Committee,  Mr.  President, 
along  with  the  other  order  pertaining  to  the  traffic 
hazard. 

Referred  to  the  Executive  Committee. 


WIDENING  AND  RESURFACING  STREETS. 
Coun.  CANTWELL  offered  the  following: 
Ordered,  That  the  Commissioner  of  Public 
Works  and  the  Board  of  Street  Commissioners 
be  directed  by  his  Honor  the  Mayor  to  confer 
immediately  relative  to  the  possibility  of  widening 
Sprague  street,  from  the  New  York,  New  Haven  & 
Hartford   Railroad   Bridge  to  the   Dedham   line. 


Ordered,  That  the  Commissioner  of  Public 
Works  be  requested,  through  his  Honor  the  Mayor, 
to  resurface  with  smooth  paving,  West  Selden 
street,  Ma  ttapan,  from  Morton  street  to  Grossman 
street. 

Coun.  CANTWELL— Mr.  President,  that  last 
order,  that  particular  street  is  a  thoroughfare  from 
Hyde  Park  to  Dedham.  It  is  25  feet  wide.  Up 
to  last  week  I  believe  we  had  the  fifth  death  on 
the  street.  It  certainly  proves  something  has  to 
be  done  there  when  there  have  been  five  people 
killed  in  that  particularly  short  distance  owned 
by  the  City  of  Boston.  The  Dedham  end  of  the 
street  has  been  widened  to  the  Boston  line  which 
makes  it  hazardous,  coming  down  into  a  narrower 
street.  I  hope  something  can  be  done  on  this, 
although  we  cannot  bring  back  the  lives  that  have 
been  lost,  we  can  probably  prevent  any  more 
people  being  killed. 


INDECENT   FILMS   AND    BOOKS. 

Coun.  KEENAN  offered  the  following: 
Ordered,   That  the   City   Censor  be   requested, 
through  his  Honor  the  Mayor,  to  bar  the  showing 
of    the    motion    picture    film    "The    Outlaw,"    in 
Boston,  because  of  indecency. 


Resolved,  That  the  Boston  City  Council,  in 
meeting  assembled,  hereby  extends  its  heartiest 
congratulations  to  the  Hearst  newspapers  for  the 
splended  campaign  which  they  are  waging  against 
the  publication  and  sale  of  immoral  and  indecent 
books  and  literature. 

Coun.  KEENAN— Mr.  President,  in  the  Boston 
Globe  on  February  16  an  article  appeared  stating 
that  the  Boston  Bureau  of  Censorship  approved 
the  picture  "The  Outlaw,"  which  was  supposed 
to  be  condemned  by  the  Boston  Catholic  Holy 
Name  Society.  I,  as  a  member  of  that  organiza- 
tion, the  Holy  Name  Society,  in  speaking  for  the 
organization  of  my  church,  want  to  say  we  are 
very  much  opposed  to  the  showing  of  the  picture 
"The  Outlaw"  in  the  City  of  Boston.  I  hope  his 
Honor  the  Mayor  will  notify  the  Boston  Censor- 
ship Bureau,  so  that  the  picture  will  be  barred  in 
the  City  of  Boston. 

Resolution  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Rules. 


Adjourned  at  7.30  p.  m.,  on  motion  of  Coun, 
McCORMACK,  to  meet  on  Monday,  August  26, 
1946,  at  2  p.m.  - 
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Proceedings  of  City  Council. 


Monday,  August  26,  1946. 

Regular  meeting  of  the  City  Council  in  the 
Council  Chamber,  City  Hall,  at  2  p.  m.,  President 
KELLY  presiding.  Absent,  Coun.  Hannon, 
Hurley,  McCormack. 

The  meeting  was  opened  with  the  salute  to  the 
Flag. 


APPOINTMENTS   BY   THE   MAYOR. 

Subject   to    confirmation   by   the    Council,    the 
Mayor  submitted  the  following  appointments,  viz.: 

Weighers  of  Goods,   for  term   ending  April  30, 
1947:  Joseph  B.  Potter,  561  Broadway,  Somerville; 
Newton  Atwood,  39  Trowbridge  street.  Arlington;  • 
and  Samuel  Bloch,  30  Sea  Foam  avenue,  Winthrop. 

Referred  tc  the  Committee  on  Constables  and 
Confirmations. 


PETITION   FOR   BUS   ROUTE. 

The  following  was  received: 

1.  Petition  of  Leo  Shief,  48  Waumbeck  street, 
Roxbury,  for  right  to  operate  motor  vehicles 
carrying  passengers  for  hire  from  Park  square  to 
Mattapan  square. 

Referred  to  the  Committee  on  Licenses. 


ALTERATION   OF   TRACKS. 
The  following  was  received : 

1.  Order  by  the  Street  Commissioners,  Boston 
Elevated  Railway  Company,  for  alteration  of 
tracks  on  South  street,  West  Roxbury,  between 
Boynton  street  and  McBride  street,  Location  109. 

2.  Order  by  the  Street  Commissioners,  Boston 
Elevated  Railway  Company,  for  alteration  of 
tracks  on  Bunker  Hill  street,  Charlestown,  between 
Ferrin  street  and  Sprague  street;  between  Elm 
street  and  School  street,  and  between  Mead  street 
and  Auburn  street,  Location  110. 

3.  Order  by  the  Street  Commissioners,  Boston 
Elevated  Railway  Company,  for  alteration  of 
tracks  on  Bennington  street,  East  Boston. 

Placed  on  file. 


NOTICE   OF   APPOINTMENTS. 

Notice  was  received  from  the  Health  Department 
of  appointment  of  Louis  J.  Bernardi,  29  Leyden 
street,  East  Boston,  as  inspector  of  housing  and 
sanitation  at  $1,800  a  year  plus  $200  E.  C.  A., 
effective  August  7,  1946. 

Placed  on  file. 


PETITIONS   REFERRED. 

The  following  petitions  were  received  and 
referred  to  the  committees  named,  viz.: 

Claims. 

James  C.  Heshion,  for  compensation  for  damage 
to  car  caused  by  an  alleged  defect  in  bridge  at 
Castle  square. 

George  A.  Schultz,  Jr.,  for  compensation  for 
damage  to  car  caused  by  fire  apparatus. 

Clyde  E.  Strickland,  for  compensation  for 
damage  to  property  at  206  Stratford  street, 
caused  by  backing  up  of  sewerage. 


CHELSEA     AND     BENNINGTON     STREET 
WIDENING. 

Coun.  COFFEY  offered  the  following: 

Ordered,  That  the  Board  of  Street  Commissioners 

be  requested,  through  his  Honor  the  Mayor,   to 

consider  the  advisability  of  widening  the  junction 

of  Chelsea  street  and  Bennington  street,  from  369 


Chelsea  street  to  295  Bennington  street,  at  Day 
square,  East  Boston,  as  the  particular  section  of 
East  Boston  under  the  present  condition  creates  a 
traffic  bottleneck,  which  in  turn  makes  the  traffic 
problem  hazardous  to  children  and  motorists  alike. 
Passed  under  suspension  of  the  rule. 


ACT  TO  AUTHORIZE  CITY  TO  PAY 
SUM  OF  MONEY  TO  PARENTS  OF 
FRANCIS   RICCI. 

Coun.  COFFEY  offered  the  following: 
Ordered,  That  chapter  556  of  the  Acts  of  1946, 
entitled  "An  Act  Authorizing  the  City  of  Boston 
to  Pay  a  Sum  of  Money  to  the  Parents  of  Francis 
Ricci"  be,  and  the  same  hereby  is,  accepted. 
Referred  to  Executive  Committee. 


PAYMENT   TO   PARENTS   OF 
FRANCIS  RICCI. 

Coun.  COFFEY  offered  the  following: 
Ordered,  That  under  the  provisions  of  chapter 
556  of  the  Acts  of  1946,  the  sum  of  five  thousand 
dollars  be  paid  to  the  parents  of  Francis  Ricci. 
Referred  to  Executive  Committee. 


NAMING   OF   STREETS. 

Coun.  RUSSO  offered  the  following: 

1.  Ordered,  That  the  Committee  for  Naming 
Squares,  Streets  and  Playgrounds  be  requested, 
through  his  Honor  the  Mayor,  to  consider  the 
advisability  of  naming  the  intersection  at  Shawmut 
avenue  and  Dwight  street,  Ward  3,  in  memory  of 
George  and  Sheffie  Abraham,  262  Shawmut  avenue. 

2.  Ordered,  That  the  Committee  for  Naming 
Squares,  Streets  and  Playgrounds  be  requested, 
through  his  Honor  the  Mayor,  to  consider  the 
advisability  of  naming  the  intersection  at  Shawmut 
avenue  and  Milford,  street,  Ward  3,  in  memory  of 
Samuel  Naser. 

3.  Ordered,  That  the  Committee  for  Naming 
Squares,  Streets  and  Playgrounds  be  requested, 
through  his  Honor  the  Mayor,  to  consider  the 
advisability  of  naming  the  intersection  at  Oak  and 
Hudson  streets,  Ward  3,  in  memory  of  Michael 
Abraham,  77  Oak  street,  Boston. 

Passed  under  suspension  of  the  rule. 


LAYING   OUT   OF   STREETS. 

Coun.  FISH  offered  the  following: 

1.  Ordered,  That  the  Board  of  Street  Commis- 
sioners be  requested,  through  his  Honor  the  Mayor, 
to  accept  and  lay  out  the  private  way  between 
44  and  46  Chick'atawbut  street,  Ward  16,  as  a 
public  street. 

2.  Ordered,  That  the  Board  of  Street  Commis- 
sioners be  requested,  through  his  Honor  the  Mayor, 
to  accept  and  lay  out  Orne  street,  Ward  16,  as  a 
public  street. 

Passed  under  suspension  of  the  rule. 


RECESS. 

On  motion  of  Coun.  COFFEY  the  Council 
voted  at  2.20  p.  m.  to  take  a  recess,  subject  to  the 
call  of  the  Chair.  The  members  reassembled  and 
were  called  to  order  by  President  KELLY  at 
2.45  p.  m. 


REPORT     OF     COMMITTEE     ON     PUBLIC 
LANDS. 

Coun.  MORIARTY,  for  the  Committee  on 
Public  Lands,  submitted  the  following: 

1.  Report  on  the  message  of  the  Mayor,  on 
order  referred  April  8,  1946,  for  the  sale  of  land  at 
Chestnut  Hill  avenue  and  Commonwealth  avenue 
at  an  upset  price  of  $125,000-recommendmg  that 
same  ought  to  pass.  ,  , 

Coun.  MUCHNICK— Mr.  President,  I  would 
lilce  to  know  from  the  chairman  of  the  committee 
what  the  upset  price  is  and  a  little  about  the 
company  so  that  I  could  get  a  picture  of  it. 
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President  KELLY  The  clerk  will  kindly  read 
the  order.     (The  order  was  read  by  the  clerk.) 

Conn.  MORIARTY— As  the  order  states, 
Mr.  President,  this  is  for  the  sale  of  a  piece  of 
publicly  owned  city  property  in  Brighton  on 
Chestnut  Hill  avenue  and  Commonwealth  avenue. 
There  are  (iti, 000-odd  square  feet  of  land.  The 
upset  price  is  $125,000.  The  public  auction  is  to 
be  conducted  by  the  Real  Estate  Division  of  the 
City  of  Boston.  The  Real  Estate  Commissioner 
has  no  control  over  the  bidding  of  the  parties. 
It  is  to  be  publicly  advertised  in  the  Boston 
newspapers.  The  order  does  not  state  it  is  a 
direct  sale  to  any  particular  purchaser.  After 
public  advertising,  any  real  estate  parties  interested 
are  free  to  bid.  It  puts  to  work,  Mr.  President, 
some  idle  city  property  which  in  time  will  bring 
revenue  into  the  city  through  taxation. 

President  KELLY — Does  that  answer  the 
councilor? 

Coun.  MUCHNICK— It  does  in  great  part. 
I  have  been  informed — I  do  not  know  how  true 
my  information  is — that  this  is  part  of  some  land 
which  either  was  a  playground  area  or  supposed 
to  be  used  as  a  playground  area.  If  there  is  any 
truth  in  that  information,  which  I  just  learned 
this  morning  and  did  not  have  a  chance  to  check, 
it  seems  to  me  the  use  of  this  property  for  a  play- 
ground, either  present  or  future,  is  more  important 
than  the  sum  of  $125,000,  particularly  when  there 
is  a  lack  of  playground  facilities  throughout  the 
city.  I  would  like  to  make  a  motion,  if  it  is  in 
order  at  this  time 

President  KELLY — We  had  ought  to  hear  from 
the  councilor  in  the  district  and  get  his  version 
of  it.     Maybe  he  can  enlighten  you. 

Coun.  MUCHNICK — I  am  willing  to  hear  from 
the  councilor  from  the  district.  Do  you  mean 
my  motion  is  not  in  order? 

President  KELLY — It  is  in  order.  I  thought 
you  wanted  some  information  as  far  as  the  play- 
ground part  of  it  is  concerned. 

Coun.  LANE — That  piece  of  property  in  dispute 
is  located  on  the  corner  of  Chestnut  Hill  avenue 
and  Commonwealth  avenue.  The  parcel  was 
deeded  some  seventy  or  more  years  ago  with 
specific  reference  it  be  used  for  a  park  or  play- 
ground purpose.  It  has  never  been  so  utilized. 
They  have  been  using  it  for  the  past  three  or  four 
years  for  Victory  garden  purposes.  They  have 
not  been  too  successful.  His  Honor  the  Mayor 
directed  a  letter  to  the  Park  Commissioner  asking 
what  his  opinion  was  as  to  its  possible  use  for  park 
purposes.  I  read  the  correspondence.  He  wrote 
to  the  Mayor  and  said  it  was  unsuited  for  park 
purposes  and  it  would  be  offered  for  sale.  The 
Law  Department  then  declared  it  could  be  offered 
for  sale.  As  a  result,  the  order  came  up  here. 
It  is  in  a  zoned  area.  No  one  has  approached  me 
or  is  interested  in  it  whatever.  I  have  discussed 
the  location  with  various  real  estate  people.  It  is  a 
good  location.  I  do  not  think  the  city  would  have 
any  difficulty  disposing  of  it  properly  at  a  suitable 
figure.  The  upset  price  is  $125,000.  The  Park 
Commissioner  in  his  correspondence  with  the 
Mayor  stated  in  his  opinion  it  is  unsuited  for  the 
purpose  for  which  it  was  originally  deeded  to  the 
citv  many  years  ago. 

Coun.  MUCHNICK— After  what  I  heard  from 
the  councilor  from  the  district,  it  seems  to  me  this 
matter  ought  to  lay  over  a  week  or  two.  I  would 
like  to  ask  the  Park  Commissioner  why  this  land 
is  unsuited  for  park  purposes.  More  important 
than  that,  it  seems  to  me  if  this  land  was  deeded 
to  the  City  of  Boston  seventy  years  ago  for  the 
purpose  of  being  used  only  as  a  playground  and 
play  area,  we  do  not  have  the  legal  right  to  sell  it. 
I  would  like  to  discuss  this  matter  and  other  mem- 
bers of  the  council  might  like  to  do  so  with  the 
Law  Department  to  see  if  there  is  any  necessity 
for  getting  a  Probate  Court  decree  to  allow  the 
sale  of  it.  For  that  reason  I  move  it  be  laid  over 
until  our  next  meeting.  We  can  invite  the  Law. 
Department  to  send  a  representative  down.  We 
can  invite  the  Park  Department  to  be  present  so 
that  we  can  question  them. 

The  question  carne  on  laying  the  matter  over 
to  the  next  meeting.  It  was  not  a  vote.  Coun. 
Muchnick  doubted  the  vote  and  asked  for  a  roll  call. 
Two  other  members  having  joined  him,  the  clerk 
called  the  roll. 

Coun.  FISH — Mr.  President,  I  intend  to  vote 
for  this  today,  in  favor  of  selling  it,  merely  for  this 
reason,  the  councilor  has  asked  for  information 
from    the   Law    Department.     According   to    the 


remarks  of  the  councilor  from  the  district  the  Law 
Department  already  reviewed  it  and  we  have 
their  opinion  on  it. 

The  roll  was  called  and  the  motion  lost;  yeas  3, 
nays  15. 

Yeas — Coun.   Bayley,   Chase  and  Muchnick. 

Nays — Coun.  Bryan,  Cantwell,  Carey,  Coffey, 
Fish,  Keenan,  Kelly,  Kinsella,  Lane,  Linehan, 
Madden,    Moriarty,   Russo,   Scannell,   Sullivan. 

The  question  came  on  giving  the  order  its  first 
reading. 

Coun.  SCANNELL— Mr.  President,  a  point  of 
information.     Does  the  order  need  two  readings? 

President  KELLY— It  does. 

The  clerk  called  the  roll  and  the  order  was  given 
its  first  reading;  yeas  16,  nays  2,  present  1. 

Yeas — Coun.  Bayley,  Bryan,  Cantwell,  Carey, 
Coffey,  Cook,  Fish,  Keenan,  Kelly,  Kinsella,  Lane, 
Madden,  Moriarty,  Russo,  Scannell  and  Sullivan. 

Nays — Coun.  Chase  and  Muchnick. 

Present — Coun.  Linehan. 

Coun.  BAYLEY — There  were  sixteen  votes, 
Mr.  President? 

President  KELLY— Yes. 

Coun.  BAYLEY— Mr.  President,  I  would  like 
to  ask  unanimous  consent  to  be  recorded  Present 
instead  of  having  it  as  I  voted. 

President  KELLY — If  there  is  no  objection, 
you  will  be  recorded  Present.  Does  the  gentleman 
object? 

Coun.  MUCHNICK— I  do  not  object. 

President  KELLY — Councilor  Bayley  will  be 
recorded  Present.  The  resulting  vote  is  fifteen 
in  favor  and  two  opposed. 

Coun.  MUCHNICK— Mr.  President,  I  take  it 
those  who  merely  voted  Present  are  not  recorded 
in  the  announcement  of  the  vote. 

President  KELLY — They  are  just  recorded  as 
Present. 

Coun.  MUCHNICK— Then  the  vote  would  be 
15  in  favor,  2  opposed  and  2  voting  Present? 

President  KELLY— That  is  right. 

Coun.  MUCHNICK— Mr.  President,  I  move 
that  this  take  its  second  reading  after  the  Executive 
Committee  meeting  at  which  time  it  will  get  its 
second  reading 

Coun.  SCANNELL— Mr.  President,  I  believe 
the  motion  is  out  of  order.  There  has  to  be  a 
second  reading  in  fourteen  days. 

President  KELLY — The  suggestion  of  Councilor 
Muchnick  is  out  of  order.  The  order  will  come 
up  under  Rule  No.  4,  Unfinished  Business.  Your 
suggestion  is  out  of  order.  You  can  make  a  motion 
the  day  the  matter  comes  up,  that  it  be  heard 
after  Executive  Session. 

Coun.  MUCHNICK— At  that  time  we  will  not 
have  had  enough  opportunity  to  notify  either  the 
Law  Department  or  the  Park  Department  to  be 
present  with  information. 

President  KELLY — You  can  make  a  motion 
now  to  refer  it  to  the  Executive  Session  and  those 
people  can  be  invited. 

Coun.  MUCHNICK— I  make  that  motion. 

The  question  came  on  the  motion  to  refer  the 
matter  to  the  Executive  Session.  It  was  not  a 
vote.  Coun.  Muchnick  doubted  the  vote  and 
asked  for  a  roll  call. 

Coun.  KINSELLA — A  point  of  information, 
Mr.  President.  Do  I  understand  Councilor 
Muchnick,  after  the  first  reading  has  been  recorded, 
wants  it  to  be  referred  to  Executive  before  the 
next  reading? 

President  KELLY— That  is  right. 

Coun.  KINSELLA — My  point  of  information 
is  this:  Is  it  proper  to  refer  to  the  Executive  Com- 
mittee a  matter  on  which  a  vote  has  been  taken? 

President  KELLY — It  is  perfectly  in  order, 
councilor 

Coun.  Muchnick  doubted  the  vote  and  a  suf- 
ficient number  of  councilors  having  joined  him, 
the  clerk  called  the  roll. 

Coun.  FISH — Mr.  President,  if  this  is  referred 
to  Executive,  it  has  no  bearing  on  the  fact  it  has 
already  received  its  first  reading? 

President  KELLY— That  is  right. 

Coun.  COFFEY— Mr.  President,  a  point  of 
information.  In  the  next  meeting  which  will 
probably  be  two  weeks  from  today,  Councilor 
Muchnick  can  then  make  that  motion,  that  the 
order  be  referred  to  Executive. 

President  KELLY — The  Chair  explained  that 
to  him,  councilor. 

The  roll  was  called  and  the  motion  to  refer  the 
matter  to  the  Executive  carried;  yeas  13,  nays  5. 
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Yeas— Coun.  Bayley,  Cantwell,  Carey,  Chase 
Cook,  Fish,  Kinsella,  Linehan,  Moriarty,  Much- 
nick,  Russo,  Scannell  and  Sullivan. 

Nays — Coun.  Bryan,  Coffey,  Keenan,  Kelly 
Lane. 


REPORT     OF     EXECUTIVE     COMMITTEE. 

Coun.  FISH  for  the  Executive  Committee,  sub- 
mitted the  following: 

1.  Report  on  the  message  of  the  Mayor,  on 
order  referred  July  22,  1946,  for  a  grant  of  land 
to  the  City  of  Boston  by  the  United  States  Gov- 
ernment— recommending  that  the  order  ought 
to  pass. 

2.  Report  on  the  message  of  the  Mayor,  on 
order  referred  July  22,  1946,  on  release  of  ease- 
ments by  the  United  States  Government  on  land 
in  South  Boston — recommending  that  the  order 
ought  to  pass. 

Reports    accepted   and  orders  severally  passed. 

3.  Report  on  the  message  of  the  Mayor,  and 
order  referred  August  5,  1946,  for  an  appropria- 
tion of  $238,050  for  water  service — recommend- 
ing that  the  order  ought  to  pass. 

The  report  was  accepted  and  the  question  came 
on  the  passage  of  the  order.  The  clerk  called  the 
roll.  Whole  number  of  ballots  19;  yeas  19,  and  the 
order  passed. 

4.  Report  on  the  message  of  the  Mayor,  and 
order  referred  August  5,  1946,  for  an  appropria- 
tion of  $450,000  for  sales  of  city  property  for  new 
buildings  for  the  Fire  Department  recommending 
the  order  ought  to  pass. 

The  report  was  accepted  and  the  question  came 
on  the  passage  of  the  order.  The  clerk  called  the 
roll.  Whole  number  of  ballots  18;  yeas  18,  and 
the  order  passed. 

5.  Report  on  the  order  of  Coun.  COFFEY, 
referred  this  date,  on  the  payment  of  $5,000  to 
the  parents  of  Francis  Ricci — recommending  that 
the  order  ought  to  pass. 

Report  accepted  and  order  passed. 

6.  Report  on  the  order  of  Coun.  COFFEY, 
referred  this  date,  on  chapter  556,  Acts  of  1946 — 
recommending  that  the  order  ought  to  pass. 

Report  accepted  and  order  passed. 


REPORT   OF   COMMITTEE   ON 
ORDINANCES. 

Coun.  COOK,  for  the  Committee  on  Ordinances, 
submitted  the  following: 

1.  Report  on  the  message  of  the  Mayor  and 
ordinance,  referred  July  1,  1946,  to  establish  a 
service  charge  in  the  Registry  Department — 
recommending  that  the  ordinance  ought  to  pass. 

Report  accepted  and  ordinance  passed. 

2.  Report  on  the  message  of  the  Mayor  and 
ordinance,  referred  August  5,  1946,  to  amend  the 
Market  Division — recommending  that  the  ordi- 
nance ought  to  pass. 

Coun.  RUSSO — Mr.  President,  I  wonder  if  the 
chairman  could  explain  in  detail  just  what  that  is? 
I  do  not  recall  it. 

President  KELLY— The  Chair  will  state  the 
clerk  says  it  is  an  order  clarifying  the  present 
ordinances  in  the  market  district.  There  is  no 
material  change  at  all. 

Report  accepted  and  ordinance  passed. 


REPORT    OF    COMMITTEE    ON    COUNTY 
ACCOUNTS. 

Coun.  BRYAN,  for  the  Committee  on  County 
Accounts,  submitted  the  following: 

1.  Report  on  the  message  of  the  Mayor  and 
order,  referred  July  1,  1946,  to  amend  the  Compen- 
sation and  Classification  Plans  for  the  Officers  and 
Employees  of  Suffolk  County — recommending 
that  the  order  ought  to  pass. 

President  KELLY — The  question  comes  on  the 
acceptance  of  the  report  of  the  committee  and  the 
passage  of  the  order. 

Coun.  BAYLEY — Mr.  President,  can  you  put 
that  in  two  motions,  please? 

The  question  came  first  on  the  acceptance  of 
the  report  of  the  committee.  The  report  was 
accepted.  The  question  came  on  the  passage  of 
the  order. 


Coun.  BAYLEY— Mr.  President,  I  would  like 
to  ask  the  chairman  of  the  committee  through  you 
the  position  of  the  Budget  Commissioner.  Does 
he  approve  or  disapprove? 

Coun.  BRYAN— There  is  an  order  attached 
from  the  Budget  Commissioner's  office  and  also 
an  act  of  the  Legislature  creating  this  position. 

Coun.  BAYLEY— It  has  the  approval  of  the 
rmdget  Commissioner? 

Coun.  BRYAN— That  is  right. 

Coun.  BAYLEY— Thank  you. 

The  question  came  on  the  passage  of  the  order. 
1  he  order  was  passed. 


REPORT  OF  COMMITTEE  ON  CONSTABLES 
AND  CONFIRMATIONS. 

Coun.  BRYAN,  for  the  Committee  on  Con- 
stables and  Confirmations,  submitted  the  following: 
1.  Report  on  the  appointment  submitted  by 
the  Mayor,  August  19,  1946,  referred  August  19 
1946,  of  John  T.  O'Brien,  11  Estrella  street] 
Jamaica  Plain,  to  be  a  constable  to  serve  without 
bond  and  without  authority  to  serve  civil  process 
for  the  term  ending  April  30,  1947 — recommending 
that  the  appointment  be  confirmed. 

Coun.  KINSELLA— Mr.  President,  a  point  of 
information.  What  is  Mr.  O'Brien's  home 
address? 

President  KELLY— 11  Estrella  street,  Jamaica 
Plain. 

Coun.  RUSSO— Mr.  President,  a  point  of 
information.     Is  that  with  bond? 

President  KELLY — That  is  without  bond. 
Coun.     RUSSO— May    I    ask    the    chairman 
.  through  you  if  this  is  a  replacement  or  is  it  addi- 
tional? 

Coun.  BRYAN — I  believe  it  is  a  replacement. 
Coun.     RUSSO— You     believe?     You    do    not 
know.     It  is  possible  he  is  or  is  not. 

President  KELLY — Would  you  say  it  was  a 
replacement? 

Coun.  BRYAN — As  far  as  I  know,  it  is. 
President    KELLY — Does    that    answer    your 
question? 

Coun.  RUSSO — I  wanted  to  find  out  if  the 
chairman  of  that  committee  or  someone  on  that 
committee  had  anyone  before  them  to  find  out 
exactly  whether  that  is  a  replacement  or  a  new 
position  being  created. 

Coun.  BRYAN — The  only  thing  I  can  say  is 
that  several  weeks  ago  when  I  talked  with  the 
Mayor,  he  said  he  had  a  few  who  transferred  or 
resigned  and  that  he  was  replacing  them — I 
imagine  this  is  one  of  those.  We  had  only  one 
last  week,  I  believe. 

Coun.  RUSSO-^pan  the  chairman  inform  me 
just  where  this  particular  person  is  going  to  be 
placed?     Where  is  this  vacancy? 

Coun.  BRYAN — I  believe  that  is  up  to  the 
Mayor's  office  to  decide.  We  never  have  any 
information  as  to  where  they  are  going  to  be 
placed,  or  any  authority  to  place  them. 

Coun.  RUSSO — I  realize  it  is  up  to  the  Mayor. 
I  hope  the  councilor  does  not  take  this  as  a  personal 
offense  in  any  way,  but  I  feel  it  is  the  duty  of  the 
committee  also  to  find  out  where  this  constable  is 
needed.  How  are  we  supposed  to  know  where 
the  constables  are  going  to  be  placed,  or  if  they 
are  additional  positions  or  if  they  are  positions  to 
be  filled?  I  do  not  feel  we  should  put  on  any 
more  constables  than  we  have  to.  If  we  need 
more  constables  I  want  his  Honor  the  Mayor  to 
inform  me,  or  someone  through  his  office  where 
they  are  going  to  place  them  and  how  many  men 
we  had  since  the  beginning  of  the  year,  when  he 
said  only  thirty  were  needed  throughout  the  City 
of  Boston.  I  feel,  Mr.  President,  before  we  pass 
on  any  more  constables,  we  had  ought  to  have 
some  information.  I  do  not  want  to  deprive 
anyone  of  any  position.  Still,  I  do  not  want  to 
be  placed  in  a  position  of  not  knowing  what  I  am 
approving.  I  therefore  move  now,  Mr.  President, 
this  be  referred  back  to  the  Committee  on  Con- 
stables and  Confirmations. 

The  question  came  on  the  acceptance  of  the 
report  of  the  committee  and  the  report  was  ac- 
cepted. The  question  came  on  Coun.  Russo's 
motion  to  refer  the  matter  back  to  the  committee. 
Coun.  MUCHNICK— Mr.  President,  it  seems 
to  me,  after  hearing  the  chairman  of  the  Com- 
mittee on  Constables  and  Confirmations,  there  is 
not  anything  to  be  gained  by  sending  the  matter 
back.     They   have   had    a   hearing   on    it.     They 
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have  had  their  report.  T  do  not  see  much  point 
in  doing  anything  other  than  confirming  or  denying 
it. 

Coun.  RUSSO — Mr.  President,  in  answer  to  my 
colleague  from  Ward  14  (Coun.  Muchnick)  I 
would  like  to  find  out  from  him  if  he  knows  any 
other  way  I  can  get  the  information  other  than  the 
proper  committee  it  is  coming  from? 

President  KELLY — Have  you  an  answer, 
councilor? 

Coun.  MUCHNICK — I  have  a  long  answer. 
I  will  try  to  make  it  brief.  The  gentleman  can 
go  down  to  the  Mayor's  office  and  ask  him.  He 
can  go  to  the  Law  Department  and  ask  there. 
He  can  go  to  the  City  Clerk's  office.  Ho  can 
attend  the  meeting  of  the  Committee  on  Con- 
stables and  Confirmations.  He  can  do  any 
number  of  things.  I  think  he  has  been  in  the 
Council  long  enough  to  know  his  way  around. 

Coun.  RUSSO— Mr.  President,  I  ask  him  if  that 
is  not  the  job  of  the  committee.  That  is  the 
reason  we  name  committees  here. 

Coun.  MUCHNICK — I  will  answer  the  question. 
That  may  be  the  job  of  the  committee,  but  if  he 
is  not  satisfied  with  the  way  in  which  the  com- 
mittee functions,  he  can  do  his  own  research. 

Coun.  RUSSO — I  do  not  want  to  take  up  too 
much  time  in  the  Council.  I  know  it  is  in  every- 
body's mind  what  I  am_trying  to  find  out.  I  feel 
each  one  of  us  should  find  out.  The  proper  way 
to  find  out  is  through  the  proper  committee. 

Coun.  COOK — Will  the  gentleman  yield  for  a 
question,   Mr.  President? 

Coun.  RUSSO— Yes. 

Coun.  COOK — Does  the  gentleman  feel  the 
Committee  on  Constables  has  not  done  a  proper 
job? 

Coun.  RUSSO — Mr.  President,  I  may  answer 
my  colleague  by  stating  I  have  not  been  able  to 
get  the  information  that  I  was  seeking  from  the 
committee.  That  is  the  reason  why  I  would  like 
to  have  this  referred  back  to  the  committee,  to 
find  out.  I  would  like  to  ask  him,  Mr.  President, 
if  he  (Coun.  Cook)  knows  how  many  constables 
there  are  employed  in  the  City  of  Boston? 

Coun.  COOK — I  think  my  last  estimate  was 
about  46.     I  may  be  wrong  on  one  or  two. 

Coun.  RUSSO — When  was  that? 

Coun.  COOK — I  do  not  know.  That  is  my 
last  information. 

Coun.  RUSSO — That  could  have  been  January  8. 

Coun.  COOK — For  the  purpose  of  the  record, 
may  I  state  for  the  information  of  the  councilor, 
it  was  55  or  56  constables  and  not  45. 

Coun.  RUSSO— All  right,  but  I  would  like  to 
find  out  when  the  last  survey  was  made. 

President  KELLY — You  can  check  on  that 
later.  • 

The  question  came  on  Coun.  Russo's  motion 
to  refer  the  matter  to  the  Committee  on  Constables 
and  Confirmations  and  it  was  a  vote. 

2.  Report  on  the  appointments  by  the  Mayor 
of  Frank  Pender  McCormick,  883  Washington 
street,  Dorchester;  Wilfred  Gerber,  9  Courtland 
road,  Dorchester;  and  James  L.  Blue,  40  Champney 
street,  Brighton  (referred  August  19),  to  the 
position  of  constable  for  the  term  ending  April  30, 
1947,  authorized  to  serve  civil  process  upon  filing 
of  bond — recommending  that  the  appointments 
be  confirmed. 

3.  Report  on  the  appointment  of  Marjorie  J. 
Treseler,  2393  Centre  street,  West  Roxbury 
(referred  August  19),  to  the  position  of  Weigher 
of  Goods  for  the  term  ending  April  30,  1947 — 
recommending  that  the  appointment  be  confirmed. 

4.  Report  on  the  appointment  of  Wilfred  J. 
Doyle,  81  Wellington  Hill  street,  Boston  (referred 
August  19),  to  be  a  member  of  the  State-Boston 
Retirement  System  for  the  term  of  three  years 
beginning  October  1,  1946 — recommending  that 
the  appointment  be  confirmed. 

The  question  came  on  the  acceptance  of  the 
report  of  the  committee  and  the  report  was  ac- 
cepted. The  question  came  on  confirmation. 
Committee,  Coun.  Muchnick  and  Carey.  Whole 
number  of  ballots  16;  yeas  16,  and  the  appointments 
were  confirmed. 

Coun.  COFFEY  doubted  the  vote  and  the 
committee  tallied  once  more  and  reported  the 
whole  number  of  ballots  16;  yeas  16. 

Coun.  COFFEY — Mr.  President,  there  are  only 
fourteen  councilors  present. 

President  KELLY — I  think  some  have  left  the 
room  since  voting,  councilor. 

Coun.  COFFEY— I  doubt  the  vote. 


President  KELLY — Do  you  want  to  take 
another  vote,  councilor? 

Coun.  COFFEY— A  roll  call  vote. 

Coun.  MUCHNICK— As  a  member  of  the 
committee,  I  very  much  disapprove  of  having 
another  vote  taken  and  having  Councilor  Carey's 
integrity  questioned. 

The  clerk  called  the  roll  and  the  appointments 
were  confirmed,  yeas  14,  nays  0,  present  2. 

Yeas — Coun.  Bayley,  Bryan,  Carey,  Chase, 
Cook,  Keenan,  Kelly,  Kinsella,  Lane,  Linehan, 
Madden,  Moriarty,  Muchnick,  Russo. 

Present — Coun.  Coffey  and  Sullivan. 


CHARLESTOWN    WELCOME    HOME 
COMMITTEE. 
Coun.  KINSELLA  offered  the  following: 
Ordered,  That  his  Honor  the  Mayor  be  requested 
to  consult  with  the  Chairman  of  the  Board  of  Park 
Commissioners  for  the  purpose  of  permitting  the 
placing  of  a  boulder  and  tablet,  suitably  inscribed, 
within  the  fenced  in  area  of  the  park  at  City  square, 
Charlestown,  by  the  Charlestown  Welcome  Home 
Committee,   said   boulder  and   tablet   to   be   paid 
for  by  the  Welcome  Home  Committee  of  Charles- 
town. 

Passed  under  suspension  of  the  rule. 


MINIMUM  WATER  RATE  IN  PLAY 
AREAS. 

Coun.  KINSELLA  offered  the  following: 
Ordered,  That  his  Honor  the  Mayor  be  requested 
to  confer  with  the  Public  Works  Commissioner 
and  the  Chief  Engineer  of  the  Water  Income 
Division  for  the  purpose  of  arriving  at  some  legal 
understanding  as  to  the  establisnment  of  the 
minimum  rate  only  for  citizens  of  Boston  who 
have  constructed  out  of  their  own  private  resources 
play  areas  where  large  amounts  of  water  may  be 
used  by  the  children  patronizing  these  areas  with- 
out the  necessity  of  paying  a  fee  lor  the  use  thereof. 
Coun.  KINSELLA — Mr.  President,  that  sounds 
a  little  involved.  It  can  be  reduced  to  simple 
language.  A  couple  of  weeks  ago  1  filed  an  order 
here  asking  that  the  city  acquire  certain  lands  at 
Clinton  place  in  Charlestown,  adjoining  publicly 
owned  land  for  the  purpose  of  establishing  a  play 
area  for  children  in  that  congested  district.  I 
introduced  a  rotogravure  section  of  the  Boston 
Globe,  June  28,  showing  pictures  of  the  bathing 
and  wading  facilities,  swings,  sand_  boxes  and  the 
like  erected  on  private  property  'by  a  Mr.  St. 
Louis  of  Charlestown.  Before  I  filed  the  order, 
I  called  Councilor  Coffey's  attention  to  the  con- 
dition that  resulted  in  a  private  citizen  going  to 
some  expense  to  provide  recreation  for  their 
neighborhood.  He  informed  me  in  East  Boston 
a  man  has  been  doing  this  for  some  years.  He 
can  not  hope  for  recompense  from  the  city.  Now, 
there  is  no  recompense  sought  except  in  the  form 
of  a  more  favorable  water  bill  for  those  who 
operate  swimming  and  wading  facilities  at  these 
privately  constructed  playground  spots.  I  have 
in  mind  the  fact  Mr.  St.  Louis  visited  my  home 
the  other  night.  He  presented  me  with  a  water 
bill  of  $21  because  of  the  fact  that  the  publicity 
given  to  his  venture  here  in  the  Council  resulted 
in  a  visit  to  him  by  the  Board  of  Health  author- 
ities of  the  city.  When  they  discovered  the  scale 
on  which  he  was  operating,  they  told  him  it  was 
all  right  from  the  point  of  view  of  the  public 
health  if  he  would  change  the  water  once  a  day; 
otherwise,  he  had  been  changing  it  once  every 
two  days.  The  resulting  expense  is  something 
Mr.  St.  Louis  can  not  reasonably  bear.  The 
point  of  the  whole  order  is  this,  wherever  public 
spirited  citizens  have  developed  privately  owned 
facilities  to  entertain  children  in  congested  neigh- 
borhoods, I  am  asking  that  the  Chief  Engineer 
of  the  Water  Income  Division  and  his  Honor  the 
Mayor  get  together  and  find  some  legal  means 
by  which  those  people  who  would  not  use  that 
amount  of  water  themselves  in  a  given  year  be 
permitted  to  pay  only  the  minimum  rate  for  one 
year.  In  the  case  of  Mr.  St.  Louis,  it  will  reduce 
his  bill  materially,  from  $21  to  the  new  minimum 
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rate  of  $8  recently  extended.  I  trust  that  some 
speed  can  be  given  to  this  order  when  it  reaches  the 
Mayor's  desk. 

Passed  under  suspension  of  the  rule. 


NEXT  MEETING. 

On  motion  of  Coun.  SULLIVAN  the  council 
voted  that  when  it  adjourned  it  would  adjourn 
for  two  weeks. 


STREET    IMPROVEMENTS,    WARD    20. 

Coun.  BRYAN  offered  the  following: 

1.  Ordered,  That  the  Board  of  Street  Com- 
missioners be  requested,  through  his  Honor  the 
Mayor,  to  accept  and  lay  out  as  public  highways 
the  following  streets  in  Ward  20:  Hackensack  road. 
Pheasant  street,  Cedar  street. 

2.  Ordered,  That  the  Park  Commission  be 
requested,  through  his  Honor  the  Mayor,  to 
construct  a  playground  on  vacant  land  which  is 
now  in  their  custody  and  which  is  bounded  by 
Bruce  street,  Russett  road,  Weld  street  and 
Veterans  of  Foreign  Wars  Parkway,  Ward  20. 

3.  Ordered,  That  the  Park  Commission  be 
requested,  through  his  Honor  the  Mayor,  to 
arrange  for  the  planting  of  trees  on  both  sides  of 
Weld  street,  between  Cnurch  street  and  the  West 
Roxbury  Parkway,  Ward  20. 

Severally  passed  under  suspension  of  the  rule. 


VETERANS'   HOUSING   SURVEY. 

Coun.  LINEHAN,  KINSELLA  and  RUSSO 
offered  the  following: 

Ordered,  That  his  Honor  the  Mayor  be  requested 
to  take  action  on  the  following:  That  during  the 
present  veterans'  housing  emergency,  the  City  of 
Boston  raise,  appropriate  and  expend  money  for 
the  purpose  of  providing  shelter  for  veterans  who 
are  inhabitants  of  this  city  by  the  following 
methods  pursuant  to  and  as  authorized  by  section 
4(a),  (b),  (c),  (d),  and  (e)  of  chapter  372  of  the 
Acts  of  1946,  particularly: 

"(a)  By  establishing  an  information  center  in 
which  the  dwelling  units  in  such  city  available 
for  veterans  will  be  listed  and  veterans  will  be 
advised  and  assisted  in  establishing  contact 
with  the  persons  in  charge  of  the  selling  or 
rental  of  such  dwelling  units  and  in  determining 
whether  a  dwelling  unit  offered  to  a  veteran  is 
suitable  for  him  at  the  price  or  rental  charged." 

By  causing  an  investigation  and  survey  to  be 
made  for  the  purpose  of  determining: 

1.  The  number  of  veterans  in  Boston  who 
require  housing. 

(a)  By  renting;  (b)  by  outright  purchase. 

2.  The  size  and  location  of  lots  of  land  in  the 
City  of  Boston  which  can  be  utilized  for  housing 
purposes. 

(a)  Land  owned  by  the  City  of  Boston  out- 
right; (b)  Land  taken  by  the  City  of  Boston  for 
taxes;  (c)  Land  owned  by  private  persons; 
(d)  Land  which  is  owned  by  private  persons  and 
which  may  be  necessary  to  be  taken  by  eminent 
domain. 

3.  Buildings  which  are  available  for  housing 
purposes. 

(a)  Buildings  owned  outright  by  the  City  of 
Boston;  (b)  Buildings  taken  by  the  City  of* 
Boston  for  taxes;  (c)  Buildings  owned  by  private 
persons;  (d)  Buildings  which  are  owned  by 
private  persons  and  which  may  be  necessary  to 
take  by  eminent  domain;  (e)  An  inventory  of  all 
houses  which  are  abandoned,  unoccupied,  vacant 
or  closed : 

(1)  Whether  those  houses  can  be  repaired 
or  remodeled. 

(2)  The  cost  of  such  repairs  and  remodeling. 

4.  To  survey  the  specific  cases  in  which  there 
should  be  a  variance  from  the  requirements  of 
statutes,  ordinances,  by-laws  and  regulations, 
including  zoning  laws,  pursuant  to  section  5  of 
chapter  372  of  the  Acts  of  1946. 

Coun.  LINEHAN — Mr.  President,  this  morning 
in  the  Committee  on  Housing  on  the  hearing  on 
an  order  filed  last  week  by  Councilor  Kinsella  and 


myself,  we  received  some  information  which  I  feel 
sure  will  be  passed  along  to  the  rest  of  the  members 
of  the  Council.  Most  of  them  are  among  the 
missing  at  the  present  time.  It  seems  to  me  the 
President  at  this  time  can  call  some  of  the  coun- 
cilors back  in  the  chamber  so  they  will  know  what 
took  place  this  morning. 

President  KELLY — All  right,  councilor. 

Coun.  LINEHAN — I  guess  we  have  a  quorum 
here  at  the  present  time.  This  afternoon's  meeting 
is  somewhat  like  the  meeting  we  had  this  morning, 
a  great  many  people  who  were  invited  to  the 
meeting  this  morning  did  not  show  up.  This 
afternoon  we  have  councilors  among  the  missing. 
Now  during  the  past  eight  months  I  have  been 
doing  a  lot  of  talking  on  veterans'  housing  in  here, 
along  with  the  gentleman  from  Charlestown 
(Coun.  Kinsella)  and  several  other  councilors 
here.  Up  to  now  there  really  has  not  been  any 
important  result  achieved.  I  do  think  today's 
meeting  at  least  gave  us  a  little  information 
pertaining  to  what  is  being  done  on  housing  for 
veterans.  I  want  to  make  a  suggestion  through 
the  Committee  on  Housing  that  all  of  the  testimony 
that  was  given  before  our  committee  this  morning 
be  furnished  all  the  members  of  the  Boston  City 
Council.  I  sincerely  hope  his  Honor  the  Mayor 
and  other  interested  parties  will  also  receive 
similar  information.  I  say  this  because  of  the 
fact  I  do  not  think  there  are  many  people  in 
government  today  who  know  just  what  is  being 
done  for  the  veterans  in  Boston  in  regard  to 
housing.  If  nothing  else,  I  think  this  meeting 
brought  forth  some  kind  of  information.  We 
find  it  does  not  look  as  though  the  Cathedral 
Project  will  be  built  for  some  time,  until  Congress 
acts.  We  find  that  the  new  site  at  South  Boston 
was  sent  out  on  bids  and  that  a  contractor  by 
■  the  name  of  Bowen  bid  under  the  so-called  maxi- 
mum of  $5,000  for  a  dwelling  unit.  I  sincerely 
hope  it  will  not  be  long  before  that  important 
project  is  started.  We  also  find  that  instead  of 
1,500  temporary  housing  units  that  could  have 
been  secured  by  Boston,  only  793  units  were 
secured  by  Boston.  It  is  questionable  whether 
or  not  the  City  of  Boston  received  its  full  quota, 
due  to  the  laxity  of  the  city  administration.  We 
were  unable  to  get  1,500  units  and  received  only 
793.  Other  cities  and  towns  beat  us  to  the  punch 
and  secured  their  full  allotment.  Other  cities  and 
towns  were  like  ourselves  and  did  not  receive  the 
full  allotment  because  they  were  lax.  I  suppose 
we  should  forget  what  has  gone  on  in  the  past  in 
regard  to  trying  to  solve  the  housing  problem  and 
get  down  to  brass  tacks  today.  We  had  Philip 
Nichols,  State  Board  of  Housing,  who  gave  us 
some  very  valuable  information.  Some  of  it  comes 
out  of  statutes  enacted  by  the  Legislature  in  1946 
and  specifically  mentioned  in  this  order,  chapter 
372  of  the  Acts  of  1946,  which  gives  the  city  the 
right  among  other  things  to  conduct  a  survey 
and  pay  for  same  in  regard  to  the  number  of 
empty  house  sites  and  any  other  type  buildings 
that  might  be  used  for  housing  veterans  and  their 
families.  That  is  to  say,  we  can  not  say  the  city 
can  not  spend  the  money.  It  has  definitely  been 
given  authority  to  go  ahead  and  spend  money  on 
such  a  survey.  We  were  told  by  certain  veteran 
representatives  in  the  hearing  that  it  would 
require  quite  a  sum  of  money,  that  they  could  not 
possibly  undertake  it.  That  is  the  reason  for  this 
order.  There  are  many  other  sections  in  this 
particular  act  which  give  the  City  of  Boston  and 
other  cities  a  right  to  go  ahead  and  help  solve  the 
housing  emergency  that  exists  in  the  City  of 
Boston.  I  am  sorry  to  say  several  of  them  have 
not  been  utilized  up  to  this  time.  I  am  calling  it 
to  the  attention  of  his  Honor  the  Mayor  that 
such  laws  do  exist  on  the  statute  books  whereby 
the  city  can  help  solve  the  housing  problem  for 
veterans  if  we  only  wake  up  and  get  going  and  do 
something  about  it.  I  sincerely  hope  his  Honor 
the  Mayor  will  take  this  particular  order  to  heart 
and  furnish  us  members  of  the  City  Council  in  the 
near  future  a  request  for  an  appropriation  of 
money  to  be  spent  on  that  particular  survey  on 
veterans'  housing.  I  feel  sure  all  the  members  of 
the  City  Council  will  go  along  on  whatever  appro- 
priation he  sends  in  here  in  regard  to  housing  for 
veterans.  I  hope  he  takes  action  in  the  very  near 
future. 

Coun.  COOK— Mr.  President,  I  would  like  to 
call  to  the  attention  of  the  members  present  the 
fact  that  the  councilor  from  South  Boston  (Coun. 
Linehan)  is  doing  a  job  that  should  be  taken 
more  seriously  and  more  energetically  than  it  has 
been.     I  have  seen  meetings  held  here,  called  by 
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his  Honor  the  Mayor  for  various  purposes  including 
charity,  tiro  protection  and  other  things  to  help 
the  city.  I  know  of  no  better  way  to  get  some 
quick  action  anil  some  results  instead  of  words 
ami  promises  than  by  the  acceptance  and  passage 
of  this  order  and  some  action  on  it.  I  sincerely 
hope  the  Mayor  sees  fit  to  call  a  meeting  of  the 
leading  people  in  this  city  and  in  the  suburbs  who 
have  the  interest  of  the  city  at  heart  and  who 
have  the  means  and  material  and  the  wherewithal 
to  show  us  how  to  solve  the  problem.  I  think 
the  councilor  should  be  commended  upon  his 
untiring  efforts. 

Coun.  KINSELLA— Mr.  President,  briefly, 
for  the  record,  I  would  like  to  state  what  I  stated 
in  there  this  morning,  in  part  off  the  record  and 
in  part  on  the  record.  I  agree  wholeheartedly 
with  the  mild  criticism  Councilor  Cook  uttered 
and  I  fully  agree  with  what  Councilor  Linehan 
has  said.  He  gave  a  thumb-nail  sketch  of  what 
happened  this  morning.  I  think  it  is  proper  to 
say  at  this  time  that  this  morning  among  other 
statements  I  made,  I  made  one  statement  which 
went  something  like  this  — ■  that  even  veterans  are 
not  interested  in  veterans'  housing  because  it  is  a 
dry  and  uninteresting  subject  except  to  those  of 
them  who  have  no  roof  over  their  head.  They 
can  hardly  expect  any  great  amount  of  tears  to  be 
shed  over  their  plight  on  veterans'  housing  when 
we  will  call  a  meeting,  publicized  a  week  in  ad- 
vance on  the  front  pages  of  some  of  the  news- 
papers and  we  wind  up  with  only  one  or  two 
accredited  organizations,  recognized  veteran  organ- 
izations. It  is  awful  hard  to  get  councilors 
interested  when  the  veterans  themselves  are  not. 
We  are  more  prone  to  listen  to  them  than  they  are 
to  complain  apparently.  I  think  that  the  sugges- 
tions contained  in  Councilor  Linehan's  order 
made  at  this  time,  might  meet  with  favor.  I 
would  like  to  make  this  suggestion  to  the  Mayor, 
if  he  reads  our  remarks,  that  he  avail  himself  of 
the  right  to  appropriate  money  for  the  conduct 
of  a  survey  which  I  would  characterize  as  a 
thorough  and  final  survey.  I  say  "final."  We 
waste  a  lot  of  time  surveying  things.  Every 
group  we  hear  we  have  not  heard  before  suggests 
a  survey.     Let  us  have  one  more  survey  to  end 


all  surveys.  From  there  we  might  be  able  to 
proceed  in  the  general  direction  of  the  achieve- 
ment of  some  of  the  answers  to  the  orders  that 
have  been  filed,  by  a  survey  to  end  all  surveys 
and  through  a  final  survey  of  present  conditions 
of  veterans'  housing  in  Boston. 

Coun.  RUSSO— Mr.  President,  briefly,  I 
certainly  am  in  accord  with  what  the  previous 
speakers  just  stated.  I  also  would  like  to  remind 
his  Honor  the  Mayor  that  in  this  act  here  there 
is  also  the  authority  to  build  these  housing  units 
in  various  parcels  of  land,  even  if  they  might  be 
small,  just  to  accommodate  two  or  three  or  four 
families.  We  have  many  vacant  lots  of  land 
throughout  the  city  which  are  owned  by  either  the 
Real  Estate  Department  or  by  various  other 
departments  of  our  city  government.  I  feel  that 
ought  to  be  taken  into  consideration.  I  know 
that  some  of  the  veterans  in  my  district  would 
rather  stay  in  the  district  if  there  were  hous- 
ing and  they  could  house  these  individuals. 
Therefore,  I  hope  his  Honor  the  Mayor  will  look 
into  that.  Insofar  as  getting  some  action  is  con- 
cerned, I  hope  that  this  will  not  be  like  the  doctor 
who  studies  upon  a  sick  person  until  he  dies,  still 
trying  to  find  a  remedy.  I  hope  some  action  will 
be  taken  immediately. 

Passed  under  suspension  of  the  rule. 


NEW   STREETS,   WARD   22. 

Coun.  MADDEN  offered  the  following: 
Ordered,  That  the  Board  of  Street  Commis- 
sioners be  directed  by  his  Honor  the  Mayor,  to 
lay  out  and  accept  as  a  public  way  the  following 
streets  in  Ward  22:  Rena  street  from  North  Har- 
vard street  to  Western  avenue,  and  Brayton 
road  from  Kenrick  street  to  Breck  avenue. 
Passed  under  suspension  of  the  rule. 


Adjourned  at  4.40  p.  m.,  on  motion  of  Coun. 
MADDEN,  to  meet  on  Monday,  September  9, 
1946.  at  2  p.  m. 
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Proceedings  of  City  Council. 


Monday,  September  9,  1946. 

Regular  meeting  of  the  City  Council  held  in  the 
Council  Chamber,  City  Hall,  at  2  p.  m.,  President 
KELLY   presiding.     Absent,   Councilor   Kinsella. 

The  meeting  was  opened  with  the  salute  to  the 
Flag. 


JURORS  DRAWN. 

Jurors  were  drawn,  Councilor  Cook  presiding  at 
the  box  in  the  absence  of  the  Mayor,  as  follows: 

One  hundred  and  fifty-four  traverse  jurors, 
Superior  Court,  Civil  Business,  to  appear  October 
7,  and  55  traverse  jurors,  Superior  Court,  Criminal 
Business,  to  appear  October  7,  as  follows: 

Americo  DeCristoforo,  Ward  1 ;  Angelo  Quaran- 
tello,  Ward  1;  John  F.  O'Neil,  Ward  2;  Joseph  A. 
Peirano,  Ward  3;  Daniel  H.  Curry,  Ward  4; 
John  A.  Noonan,  Ward  5;  Daniel  J.  Donoghue, 
Ward  5;  Isadore  Grossblatt,  Ward  5;  Melvin  L. 
Cassidy,  Ward  8;  Eric  Jackson,  Ward  9;  Nicholas  J. 
Morris,  Ward  10;  John  J.  Shea,  Ward  10;  Daniel  A. 
Tsetsi,  Ward  10;  Peter  Perry,  Ward  11;  Raymond 
P.  Conley,  Ward  12;  Allan  D.  Lloyd,  Ward  12; 
William  T.  Murray,  Ward  12;  John  J.  Beatty, 
Ward  13;  Frank  Ciccolo,  Ward  13;  Edward 
Comeau,  Ward  13;  Peter  J.  Darcy,  Ward  13; 
John  J.  Duran,  Ward  13;  Johan  Adola  Erickson, 
Ward  13;  Nathan  Stroll,  Ward  13;  Max  Kaufman, 
Ward  14;  Joseph  Schlack,  Ward  14;  Karl  W.  Silva, 
Ward  14;  Walter  Wise,  Ward  14;  Martin  Zunaris, 
Ward  14;  Charles  G.  Bell,  Ward  15;  John  J.  Brown, 
Ward  15;  Martin  Gormley,  Ward  15;  Charles  F. 
McCarthy,  Ward  15;  Albert  J.  Metzler,  Ward  15; 
William  H.  Browne,  Ward  16;  Anton  F.  Ryder, 
Ward  16;  Arthur  G.  Brown,  Ward  17;  W.  Harold 
Friary,  Ward  17;  Otto  L.  Mizaras,  Ward  17; 
John  Noll,  Ward  17;  Eskell  R.  Blomstrom,  Ward 
18;  Harold  Carlson,  Ward  18;  Arthur  L.  Moren, 
Ward  18;  John  J.  Murphy,  Ward  18;  Thomas  W. 
Walsh,  Ward  18;  Francis  M.  Carey,  Ward  19; 
C.  Arthur  Nutt,  Ward  19;  Daniel  J.  Sullivan, 
Ward  20;  Carroll  X.  Williams,  Ward  20;  Hyman 
Coill,  Ward  21 ;  John  Hayward  Marshall,  Ward  21 ; 
Carl  F.  Anderson,  Ward  22;  Paul  J.  Covicchi, 
Ward  22;  Herman  M.  Jordan,  Ward  22;  James  F. 
Kelliher,  Ward  22. 

One  hundred  fifty-four  traverse  jurors,  Superior 
Civil  Court,  to  appear  October  7,  1946: 

Nicholas  Ducey,  Ward  1 ;  Giuseppe  Giardella , 
Ward  1;  Edward  J.  Leary,  Ward  1;  Charles  H. 
Maginn,  Ward  1;  Louis  R.  Menno,  Ward  1; 
Alexander  F.  Ohlson,  Jr.,  Ward  1;  Joseph  F. 
Pacifico,  Ward  1;  James  Pagliuca,  Ward  1;  Joseph 
H.  SchrafTa,  Ward  1;  Maurice  Silver,  Ward  1; 
Joseph  Tollo,  Ward  1 ;  Joseph  E.  Troiano,  Ward  1 ; 
George  C.  Turner,  Ward  1;  Carmen  Tuttisanti, 
Ward  1 ;  Joseph  Umbro,  Ward  1 ;  Arthur  H. 
Waddingham,  Ward  1 ;  Robert  E.  Dillon,  Ward  2 ; 
Michael  R.  Ambrosini,  Ward  3;  Domenico 
Carpenito,  Ward  3;  Peter  Costas,  Ward  3; 
Augustine  Faliero,  Ward  3;  Romeo  Fralli,  Ward  3; 
Edward  C.  Mever,  Ward  3;  Maxwell  Snides, 
Ward  3;  Glen  F.  Brann,  Ward  4;  Sidney  M. 
Alberts,  Ward  5;  Ralph  D.  Cole,  Ward  5;  Douglas 
M.  Hastings,  Ward  5;  Leon  M.  Marshall,  Ward  5; 
Frank  J.  Fisher,  Ward  6;  John  F.  Higgins,  Ward  6; 
Arthur  W.  Knight,  Ward  6;  George  McCauley, 
Ward  6;  Michael  J.  Ryan,  Ward  6;  Michael  Joseph 
Casey,  Ward  7;  John  C.  Esterhill,  Ward  7;  Manuel 
Laurence,  Jr.,  Ward  7;  Robert  J.  Scott,  Ward  7; 
John  T.  Shine,  Ward  7;  Lawrence  Joseph  Tobin, 
Ward  7;  Charles  R.  Tullos,  Ward  7;  Frank  E. 
Willey,  Ward  7;  Ronald  J.  Boretti,  Ward  8; 
Charles  J.  Campbell,  Ward  8;  Arthur  F.  Clay, 
Ward  8;  William  F.  Egan,  Ward  8;  Ulysses 
Frediani,  Ward  8;  Bernard  R.  Grant,  Ward  8; 
George  E.  Pursey,  Ward  8;  Emilio  Sartor,  Ward  8; 
John  M.  Weaver,  Ward  8;  Albert  F.  Carney, 
Ward  9;  Thomas  Martin,  Ward  9;  Karel  A. 
Meulenaere,  Ward  9;  Edward  L.  Sparks,  Ward  9; 
George   T.  Blagdon,  Ward   10;   Terrence   Casey, 


Ward  10;  John  J.  Mooney,  Ward  10;  John  W. 
O'Donnell,  Ward  10;  Arthur  H.  Perkins,  Ward  10; 
Michael  J.  Reardon,  Ward  10;  Robert  G.  Crawford, 
Ward  11;  William  A.  Gannon,  Ward  11;  James  J. 
Gilmartin,  Ward  11;  Louis  Linsky,  Ward  11. 

Saul  Carnam,  Ward  12;  George  R.  Collins, 
Ward  12;  Thomas  F.  Davis,  Ward  12;  Fred  V.  L. 
Fullington,  Ward  12;  John  J,  Gateley,  Ward  12; 
Benjamin  E.  Levin,  Ward  12;  William  T.  Brock, 
Ward  13;  George  E.  Doherty,  Ward  13;  Fremont  J. 
Emerson,  Ward  13;  Reginald  F.  Forsgren,  Ward  13; 
David  Garr,  Ward  13;  Charles  D.  Governor, 
Ward  13;  Clement  Graiver,  Ward  13;  Thomas  J. 
Killilea,  Ward  13;  John  A.  McDonald,  Ward  13; 
Daniel  P.  Murray,  Ward  13;  John  H.  Quigley, 
Ward  13;  John  J.  Quirk,  Ward  13;  John  F. 
Shamaly,  Ward  13;  David  Sholk,  Ward  13; 
John  Williams,  Jr.,  Ward  13;  Joseph  Walsh, 
Ward  13;  Abraham  Band,  Ward  14;  Harry 
Berkovieh,  Ward  14;  Frank  Black,  Ward  14; 
Robert  V.  Campbell,  Ward  14;  Martin  J.  Con- 
cannon,  Ward  14;  Samuel  J.  Davidson,  Ward  14; 
William  Epstein,  Ward  14;  Alfred  E.  Horwitz, 
Ward  14;  William  Landy,  Ward  14;  Arthur  Rosen- 
stein,  Ward  14;  Louis  P.  Stella,  Ward  14;  Edward 
E.  Valtz,  Ward  14;  Hyman  Worobey,  Ward  14 
John  J.  Conway,  Ward  15;  Philip  J.  Maginnis 
Ward  15;  Federik  Gorgoni,  Ward  16;  Michael  J 
Joyce,  Ward  16;  John  P.  Murray,  Ward  16 
Arthur  F.  Parker,  Ward  16;  Thomas  A.  Pelrine 
Ward  16;  Carl  H.  Wallquist,  Ward  16;  Patrick  J 
Curley,  Ward  17;  Oscar  W.  Johnson,  Ward  17. 
Joseph  C.  Leary,  Ward  17;  William  J.  Morrissey, 
Ward  17;  Charles  Rudnick,  Ward  17;  Joseph 
Weiner,  Ward  17;  Joseph  Budd,  Ward  18;  Charles 
J.  Cooper,  Ward  18;  Frederick  D.  Curtain,  Ward 
18;  Charles  L.  Curtis,  Ward  18;  Timothy  H. 
Delaney,  Ward  18;  James  E.  Higgins,  Ward  18; 
Joseph  Lombardo,  Ward  18;  Frederick  L.  Lynch, 
Ward  18;  Thomas  Marcou,  Ward  18;  Angus 
Ross,  Ward  18;  Patrick  J.  Walsh,  Ward  18;  James 
Beattie,  Ward  19;  Albert  E.  Blair,  Ward  19: 
John  Connolly,  Ward  19;  Richard  J.  Fogarty 
Ward  19;  Herman  Merz,  Ward  19;  John  J 
Faherty,  Ward  20;  Irving  E.  Fletcher,  Ward  20 
Charles  S.  Grant,  Ward  20;  George  A.  Glavin 
Ward  20;  Raymond  S.  Harrington,  Ward  20 
James  H.  Howard,  Ward  20;  Ivan  B.  Johnson 
Ward  20;  Philip  T.  LaVie,  Ward  20;  John  Mc- 
Cormack,  Ward  20;  John  E.  Nelson,  Ward  20 
Carl  E.  Strandberg,  Ward  20;  Willard  H.  Thomas 
Ward  20;  Leon  Bloom,  Ward  21;  Hume  C.  Dickey 
Ward  21;  Albert  J.  Giffin,  Ward  21;  Moses  Green- 
field, Ward  21;  Robert  J.  McKenna,  Jr.,  Ward  21 
Leo  J.  Ouellette,  Ward  21;  Louis  Sklar,  Ward  21 
Manuel  Tattlebaum,  Ward  21;  Herbert  W. 
Wright,  Ward  21;  Raphael  Cahaly,  Ward  22 
Arthur  Gibson,  Ward  22;  Robert  B.  Roberts 
Ward  22. 


APPOINTMENT   BY   THE   MAYOR. 

Subject  to  confirmation  by  the  Council,  the 
Mayor  submitted  the  following  appointment,  viz.: 

Edward  J.  Fogarty,  150  Hancock  street,  North 
Quincy,  Mass.,  as  Weigher  of  Coal,  for  term  end- 
ing April  30,  1947. 

Referred  to  Committee  on  Constables  and 
Confirmations. 


PLAYGROUND,   WARD   20. 
The  following  was  received: 

City  of  Boston, 
Office  of  the  Mayor,  September  9,  1946. 
To  the  City  Council. 

Gentlemen, — I  transmit  herewith  communica- 
tion from  the  Park  Department,  in  reply  to  your 
order  of  August  26,  1946,  to  construct  a  play- 
ground on  vacant  land  which  is  now  in  their  cus- 
tody and  which  is  bounded  by  Bruce  street, 
Russett  road,  Weld  street  and  Veterans  of  Foreign 
Wars  Parkway,  Ward  20. 

Respectfully, 
James  M.  Cubley,  Mayor. 

City  of  Boston, 
Park  Department,  September  4,  1946. 
J.  Joseph  Connors, 

Chief  Clerk,  Mayor's  Office. 
Dear     Sir, — I     have     your     memorandum     of 
August  29,   with    inclosure,   order  from  the  City 
Council   that   the   Park   Department  construct  a 
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playground  on  vacant  land  bounded  by  Bruce 
.street,  Russett  road,  Weld  street  and  Veterans 
of  Foreign  Wars  Parkway,  Ward  20. 

The  area  that  was  taken  for  the  nonpayment 
of  taxes  is  not  large  enough  for  a  playground 
without  taking  additional  land.  I  shall  contact 
the  Real  Estate  Division  and  see  how  much  land 
has  been  turned  over  to  this  department  and  will 
have  a  survey  conducted  to  see  what  can  be 
done  with  this  land  at  the  earliest  opportunity. 
Very  truly  yours, 
William  P.  Long,  Chairman. 

Placed  on  file. 


BOULDER  AT  CITY  SQUARE, 
CHARLESTOWN. 
The  following  was  received: 

City  of  Boston, 
Office  of  the  Mayor,  September  9,  1946. 
To  the  City  Council. 

Gentlemen, — I  transmit  herewith  communica- 
tion from  the  Park  Department,  in  reply  to  your 
Council  Order  of  August  26,  1946,  to  permit  the 
placing  of  a  boulder  and  tablet,  suitably  inscribed, 
within  the  fenced-in  area  of  the  park  at  City 
square,  Charlestown,  by  the  Charlestown  Wel- 
come Home  Committee,  said  boulder  and  tablet 
to  be  paid  for  by  the  Welcome  Home  Committee 
of  Charlestown. 

Respectfully, 
James  M.  Curley,  Mayor. 

City  of  Boston, 
Park  Department,  September  4,  1946. 
J.  Joseph  Connors, 

Chief  Clerk,  Mayor's  Office. 
Dear  Sir, — I  have  your  memorandum  of  August 
29,  with  inclosure,  order  from  the  City  Council 
that  the  "Charlestown  Welcome  Home  Com- 
mittee" be  allowed  to  place  a  boulder  and  tablet 
at  no  expense  to  the  city  in  the  area  known  as 
City  square,  Charlestown. 

I  feel  the  suggestion  is  a  very  good  one  and  an 
area  can  be  arranged  for  in  City  square  for  this 
purpose. 

Naturally  the  signs  and  size  of  the  boulder,  etc., 
will  have  to  be  approved  by  this  department. 
Very  truly  yours, 
William  P.  Long,  Chairman. 
Placed  on  file. 


MARCELLA    STREET    PLAYGROUND. 
The  following  was  received: 

City  of  Boston, 
Office  of  the  Mayor,  September  9,  1946. 
To  the  City  Council. 

Gentlemen, — I  transmit  herewith  communica- 
tion from  the  Park  Commissioner,  in  reply  to  your 
order  of  August  5,  1946,  to  comb  and  level  off 
approximately  six  inches  of  the  surface  of  the 
Marcella  Street  Playground,  and  replace  same 
with  six  inches  of  loam.  Said  work  to  start  at 
the  termination  of  the  baseball  season. 
Respectfully, 
.  James  M.'  Curley,  Mayor. 

City  of  Boston, 
Park  Department,  August  22,  1946. 
J.  Joseph  Connors, 

Chief  Clerk,  Mayor's  Office. 

Dear  Sir, — I  am  acknowledging  your  memoran- 
dum of  August  17,  with  inclosure,  order  from  the 
City  Council  that  the  Marcella  Street  Playground 
be  scraped  and  reloamed,  the  same  to  start  at  the 
termination  of  the  baseball  season. 

A  considerable  amount  of  work  has  been  done 
on  the  Marcella  Street  Playground  (now  known  as 
the  John  J.  Connelly  Playground)  and  I  will  be 
very  glad  to  look  this  over  and  see  whether  or  not 
I  can  comply  with  the  request — and  see  what 
amount  of  money  I  have  available — but  it  is 
useless  to  put  in  6  inches  of  loam  without  putting 
in  sod.  The  6  inches  of  loam  would  be  just  as 
hard  as  the  present  surface  after  it  had  been  used 
a  few  times. 

The  fieldhouse  has  been  repaired  and  the 
bleachers  have  been  repaired  and  the  surface  of  the 
ground  gone  all  over — it  is  not  in  a  bad  condition 
at  the  present  time. 

Very  truly  yours, 
William  P.  Long,  Chairman. 

Placed  on  file. 


GRANOLITHIC    SIDEWALKS,   TELEGRAPH 
STREET. 
The  following  was  received: 

City  of  Boston, 
Office  of  the  Mayor,  September  9,  1946. 
To  the  City  Council. 

Gentlemen, — I  transmit  herewith  communica- 
tion from  the  Commissioner  of  Public  Works,  in 
reply  to  your  order  of  August  5,  1946,  to  install 
granolithic  sidewalks  on  both  sides  of  Telegraph 
street,  in  Ward  7. 

Respectfully, 
James  M.  Curley,  Mayor. 

City  of  Boston, 
Public  Works  Department, 

August  23,  1946. 
Mr.  J.  Joseph  Connors, 

Chief  Clerk,  Mayor's  Office. 
Dear  Sir, — I  return  herewith  order  in  City 
Council  that  the  Commissioner  of  Public  Works 
install  granolithic  sidewalks  on  both  sides  of 
Telegraph  street  in  Ward  7,  and  this  will  advise 
you  this  street  will  be  put  on  the  list,  to  be  given 
consideration  during  the  1947  construction  season. 
Very  truly  yours, 

Robert  P.  Curley, 
Commissioner  of  Public  Works. 
Placed  on  file. 


"STOP' 


SIGNS   ON   ST.   ALPHONSUS 
STREET. 


The  following  was  received: 

City  of  Boston, 
Office  of  the  Mayor,  September  9,  1946. 
To  the  City  Council. 

Gentlemen, — I  transmit  herewith  communica- 
tion from  the  Traffic  Commissioner,  in  reply  to 
your  order  of  August  19,  1946,  to  immediately  in- 
stall "Stop"  signs  on  St.  Alphonsus  street,  at  the 
intersection  of  Smith  street,  Conant  street  and 
Longwood  avenue. 

Respectfully, 
James  M.  Curley,  Mayor. 

City  of  Boston, 
Traffic  Commission,  September  4,  1946. 
Hon.  James  M.  Curley, 

Mayor  of  Boston. 
Dear  Mr.  Mayor, — This  is  in  reply  to  Council 
order  dated  August  19,  1946,  which  reads  as  fol- 
lows: 

Ordered,  That  the  Traffic  Commissioner  be  re- 
quested, through  his  Honor  the  Mayor,  to  immedi- 
ately install  "Stop"  signs  on  St.  Alphonsus  street, 
at  the  intersection  of  Smith  street,  Conant  street, 
and  Longwood  avenue. 

It  is  the  opinion  of  our  engineer  that  there  is  no 
necessity  for  the  erection  of  "Stop"  signs  in  St. 
Alphonsus    street    at    the    intersection    of    Smith 
street,  Conant  street,  and  Longwood  avenue. 
Very  truly  yours, 
William  P.  Hiokey,  Commissioner. 
Placed  on  file. 


RESURFACING   OF   WEST   SELDEN 
STREET. 
The  following  was  received: 

City  of  Boston, 
Office  of  the  Mayor,  September  9,  1946. 
To  the  City  Council. 

Gentlemen, — I  transmit  herewith  communica- 
tion from  the  Public  Works  Commissioner,  in  reply 
to  your  order  of  August  19,  1946,  to  resurface  with 
smooth  paving  West  Selden  street,  Mattapan, 
from  Morton  street  to  Crossman  street. 
Respectfully, 
James  M.  Curley,  Mayor. 

City  of  Boston, 
Public  Works  Department, 

August  26,  1946. 
Mr.  J.  Joseph  Connors, 

Chief  Clerk,  Mayor's  Office. 
Dear  Sir, — I  return  herewith  order  in  City  Coun- 
cil that  the  Commissioner  of  Public  Works  resurface 
with  smooth  paving  West  Selden  street,  Mattapan, 
from  Morton  street  to  Crossman  street,  and  this 
will  advise  you  that  same  will  be  put  on  the  list  of 
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streets  to  be  given  consideration  for  reconstruction 
during  the  year  1947. 

Very  truly  yours, 

Robert  P.  Curley, 
Commissioner  of  Public  Works. 
Placed  on  file. 


SHOWING   OF   MOTION   PICTURE 
"THE   OUTLAW." 
The  following  was  received: 

City  of  Boston, 
Office  of  the  Mayor,  September  9,  1946. 
To  the  City  Council. 

Gentlemen, — I  transmit  herewith  communication 
from  the  City  Censor,  in  reply  to  your  order 
of  August  19,  1946,  to  bar  the  showing  of  the 
motion  picture  film  "The  Outlaw"  in  Boston 
because  of  indecency. 

Sincerely, 
James  M.  Curley,  Mayor. 

City  of  Boston, 
Licensing  Division,  August  22,  1946. 
To  Hon.  James  M.  Curley,  Mayor. 
From   Beatrice   Whelton,   Assistant   City   Censor, 

Licensing  Division. 
Subject:  "The  Outlaw,"  Council  order  August  19, 
1946,  requesting  ban  of  film  because  of  indecency. 

Action:  This  office  has  requested  the  distributor 
of  the  United  Artists  to  notify  us  when  film 
reached  Boston,  and  give  us  a  preview  at  least 
four  days  before  date  of  "Public  Showing." 

We  are  advised  film  was  rushed  to  Boston  for 
one  day  only,  for  State  O.  K.,  and  immediate^' 
sent  back  to  New  York.  At  present  there  is  no 
copy  of  the  film  in  Boston.  Both  the  distributor, 
John  Dervin,  and  Mr.  Kirkland,  manager  of 
Loew's  Theatres,  have  guaranteed  we  will  be 
notified  before  public  showing  in  ample  time  to 
review   film. 

This  office  has  further  followed  the  reaction 
of  the  showing  of  "The  Outlaw"  throughout  the 
country   with   keen  interest. 

No  theater  in  the  City  of  Boston  will  be  per- 
mitted to  show  this  picture  until  we  have  pre- 
viewed not  only  the  film  but  all  advertising  matter 
pertaining   thereto. 

Placed  on  file. 


APPROPRIATION   FOR   CHANDLER'S 
POND. 

The  following  was  received: 

City  of  Boston, 
Office  of  the  Mayor,  September  6,  1946. 
To  the  City  Council. 

Gentlemen, — The  order  adopted  by  your  Honor- 
able Body  under  date  of  August  19,  1946,  and 
presented  by  Councilors  Lane  and  Madden, 
requesting  provision  for  an  appropriation  of 
$5,000  for  surveying,  plans,  etc.,  of  Chandler's 
Pond,  Brighton,  has  been  given  consideration  by 
Park  Commissioner  Long  and  City  Auditor 
Charles  J.  Fox. 

I  beg  to  forward  herewith  the  report  of  the  City 
Auditor  and  concur  with  his  view,  with  reference 
to  the  proposed  public  improvement.  Personally, 
I  believe  it  is  an  excellent  solution  of  the  problem 
and  shall  be  pleased  to  include  it  in  the  1947 
budget. 

Respectfully, 
James  M.  Curley,  Mayor. 

Boston,  August  27,  1946. 
To  Hon.  James  M.  Curley,  Mayor  of  Boston. 
From  Charles  J.  Fox,  City  Auditor. 
Subject:  Chandler's  Pond,  Brighton,  Mass. 

The  proposal  to  make  money  available  for  im- 
provements at  Chandler's  Pond  in  Brighton  was 
initiated  by  the  councilors  from  that  district 
at  the  Council  meeting  on  Monday,  August  19. 
According  to  Park  Department  records,  this 
area  is  officially  known  as  Gallagher  Park,  having 
been  given  this  name  in  commemoration  of  the 
public  services  in  Brighton  of  the  late  Mrs.  Edward 
M.  Gallagher.  The  area  is  located  on  Lake  street 
directly  opposite  St.  John's  Seminary.  The 
original  area  was  taken  by  the  city  for  non- 
payment of  taxes  and,  when  turned  over  to  the 
Park  Department,  additional  land  was  pur- 
chased to  round  out  the  area.  The  present  devel- 
opment was  carried  forward  as  a  WPA  project. 

The  appropriation  requested  will  merely  cover 
the  cost  of  preparing  land  and  specifications  for 


the  improvements  contemplated.  These  include 
the  dredging  of  the  present  pond,  development 
of  the  pond  as  a  bathing  area,  including  sanding 
and  grading  of  the  sides,  regrading  one  hilly  slope 
and  extending  the  present  road  which  leads  in 
to  the  area  around  the  entire  pond.  According 
to  Mr.  Long,  at  least  $25,000  will  be  required  to 
provide  all  the  improvements  which  the  coun- 
cilors evidently  have  in  mind. 

Because  of  the  lateness  of  the  season  and  the 
question  as  to  availability  of  funds,  I  suggest 
that  if  you  feel  the  project  is  a  desirable  one, 
provision  for  the  plans  and  necessary  improvements 
be  deferred  until  the  1947  budget. 

Charles  J.  Fox,  City  Auditor. 

Placed  on  file. 


TRANSFER   OF  APPROPRIATION  WITHIN 
INSTITUTIONS.  DEPARTMENT. 
The  following   was  received: 

City  of  Boston, 
Office  of  the  Mayor,  September  9,  1946. 
To  the  City  Council. 

Gentlemen, — The  attached  request  from  the 
Institutions  Commissioner  for  the  transfer  of 
$9,000  from  the  Special  Appropriation,  Long 
Island  Hospital,  Special  Improvements  and  Re- 
pairs, to  the  Special  Appropriation,  Boat  Pur- 
chase, Alterations,  Etc.,  in  order  to  complete  the 
conversion  of  the  Institutions  boat  which  was 
purchased  from  the  Government  last  April,  has 
my  approval. 

I  respectfully  recommend  consideration  and 
adoption  of  the  accompanying  order  by  your 
Honorable  Body. 

Respectfully, 
James  M.  Curley,  Mayor. 

City  of  Boston, 
Institutions  Department, 

August  30,  1946. 
Hon.  James  M.  Curley, 

Mayor  of  Boston. 
Dear  Mr.  Mayor, — Your  approval  is  respect- 
fully requested  for  the  Institutions  Department 
to  transfer  $9,000  from  the  Long  Island 
Hospital  Special  Improvements  and  Repairs 
budget  item  to  an  appropriation  called  "Institu- 
tions Boat  Purchase,  Alterations,  Etc." 

There  is  sufficient  balance  in  the  Long  Island 
Special  Improvements  item  to  provide  for  this 
transfer  and  still  allow  sufficiently  for  future  needs. 
The  Institutions  boat  was  purchased  at  a  cost 
of  $43,200  from  the  Government  in  April,  1946, 
from  an  original  appropriation  of  $80,000.  Altera- 
tions were  necessary  to  convert  the  boat  to  a 
passenger-carrying  vessel.  An  architect  was 
secured,  plans  and  specifications  were  drawn,  and 
the  contract  advertised.  Proposals  were  given 
six  shipyards,  and  two  concerns  filed  bids,  as 
follows: 

Quiney  Drydock  and  Yacht  Corpora- 
tion     $38,820  00 

General  Ship  and  Engine  Works 46,755  00 

The  $80,000  appropriation  has  been  encumbered 
as  follows: 

Purchase  of  the  boat $43,200  00 

Architect's  fees 3,000  00 

Return  of  boat  from  New  York 525  00 

Travel  in  consequence 338  19 

Advertising  in  City  Record 55  00 

Expert  service  in  choosing  boat 50  00 

Ross  tow  boat 30  00 

Total $47,198  19 

Subtracting  $47,198.19  from  $80,000  would  leave 
an  unencumbered  balance  of  $32,801.81. 

If  the  lowest  bid  of  $38,820  is  accepted  there 
would  be  required  to  cover  the  contract  the  sum  of 
$6,018.19.  I  believe  it  also  prudent  to  provide 
the  sum  of  $2,981.81  for  any  other  incidental 
expenses  that  may  be  incurred,  making  in  all 
a  total  of  $9,000. 

In  view  of  steadily  mounting  costs  of  pro- 
duction, plus  the  fact  that  an  increase  in  wages 
to  shipworkers  was  made  subsequent  to  our 
appropriation  being  made,  I  feel  that  these  con- 
ditions over  which  we  have  no  control  mitigate 
against  us  in  keeping  within  the  original 
appropriation. 

Respectfully  yours, 

G.  Frank  McDonald, 

Commissioner. 
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CITY     COUNCIL. 


.  Ordered,  That  in  accordance  with  the  pro- 
visions of  section  3B  of  chapter  480  of  the  Acts 
of  190'.),  as  amended  by  chapter  ()04  of  the  Acts 
of  1941,  the  City  Auditor  be,  and  hereby  is,  author- 
ized  to   transfer: 

From  the  Special  Appropriation  for  Institu- 
tions Department,  Long  Island  Hospital,  Special 
Improvements  and  Repairs,  $9,000,  to  the  Special 
Appropriation  for  Institutions  Department,  Boat 
Purchase.    Alterations,    Etc.,    $9,000. 

Referred  to  Executive  Committee. 


LOAN     FOR     INCINERATOR. 

The  following  was  received: 

City  of  Boston, 
Office  of  the  Mayor,  September  9,  1946. 
To  the  City  Council. 

Gentlemen, — I  forward  herewith  a  loan  order 
in  the  sum  of  two  hundred  thousand  dollars  for 
the  constructing  and  equipping  of  an  incinerator 
building. 

The  expenditure  of  the  above-stated  amount 
will  permit  the  construction  of  an  incinerator  with 
a  capacity  of  approximately  two  hundred  tons 
per  day,  and  will  be  sufficient  in  size  and  capacity 
to  meet  the  requirements  of  at  least  one  disposal 
district  in  the  city.  Additional  information 
concerning  this  proposed  incinerator  will  be 
furnished  your  Body  by  the  Commissioner  of 
Public  Works. 

The  matter  of  disposal  of  refuse  and  garbage 
by  the  incinerator  method  has  long  been  the 
subject  of  study,  survey  and  report.  In  a  city 
such  as  Boston  where  dumping  facilities  are  at 
a  minimum  and  so  far  removed  from  the  collection 
areas  as  to  constitute  a  major  factor  in  the  cost  of 
removal,  it  is  essential  that  we  meet  this  situation 
by  this  modem  method  of  disposal. 

I  recommend  the  passage  of  the  loan  order  by 
your  Honorable   Body. 

Respectfully, 
James  M.  Curley,  Mayor. 

City   of  Boston, 
Public  Works  Department, 

September  4,  1946. 
Hon.    James   M.    Curley, 
Mayor  of  Boston. 
Dear  Mr.  Mayor, — I  feel  that  this  is  the  proper 
time  for  the  City  to  proceed  with  the  erection  of 
an   incinerator   to   dispose    of,    in   a   modern   and 
up-to-date    manner,    collections    of    rubbish    and 
garbage. 

With  that  in  mind,  I  respectfully  request  that 
your  Honor  ask  the  City  Council  to  appropriate 
the  sum  of  $200,000  for  the  construction  and 
equipment   of  an  incinerator. 

Respectfully  yours, 

Robert    P.    Curley, 
Commissioner  of  Public  Works. 

Ordered,  That  under  the  provisions  of  clause  3 
of  section  7  of  chapter  44  of  the  General  Laws, 
the  sum  of  two  hundred  thousand  dollars  be,  and 
hereby  is,  appropriated  to  be  expended  under  the 
direction  of  the  Commissioner  of  Public  Works  for 
the  construction  and  equipping  of  an  incinerator 
building,  and,  to  meet  said  appropriation,  the  City 
Treasurer  be  authorized  to  issue  from  time  to  time, 
upon  request  of  the  Mayor,  bonds  or  certificates 
of  indebtedness  of  the  city  to  said  amount. 

Referred  to  the  Finance  Committee. 


APPROPRIATION  FOR  PURCHASE  OF  FIRE 
DEPARTMENT    BOATS. 

The  following  was  received: 

City  of  Boston, 
Office  of  the  Mayor,  September  9,  1946. 
To  the  City  Council. 

Gentlemen, — I  am  in  receipt  of  the  accompany- 
ing communication  from  the  Fire  Commissioner, 
in  which  he  requests  that  the  sum  of  two  hundred 
thousand  dollars  be  made  available  for  the  pur- 
chase and  equipping  of  additional  boats  for  the 
Fire  Department. 

The  appropriation  of  the  sum  of  money  requested 
will  permit  the  Fire  Commissioner  to  purchase 
from  the  United  States  government  three  boats, 
one  a  sister  ship  of  a  boat  recently  purchased  by 
the  city  with  a  replacement  value  of  approximately 


three  hundred  and  fifty  thousand  dollars,  and  the 
other  two  Army  T-Boats,  to  be  used  by  the  Fire 
Department  in  shallow  waters.  The  sum  requested 
will  also  permit  of  the  reconversion  of  these  three 
boats  for  fire  uses. 

The  passage  of  the  accompanying  order  by  your 
Honorable  Body,  in  addition  to  the  order  appro- 
priating $100,000,  passed  on  July  23  of  this  year, 
will  make  available  a  total  of  $300,000  for  purchase 
and  reconversion  of  boats  for  Fire  Department 
use.  If  it  were  possible  to  have  constructed  four 
boats  suitable  for  fire  purposes,  the  cost  to  the 
city  would  be  in  the  vicinity  of  one  million  dollars. 
In  purchasing  these  boats  from  the  Federal 
government,  not  only  do  we  save  considerable 
time  and  provide  timely  protection,  but  we  also 
save  approximately  three  quarters  of  a  million 
dollars. 

The  negotiations  for  the  purchase  of  these  boats 
are  completed.  The  Fire  Commissioner,  acting 
on  competent  advice,  recommends  their  purchase. 
I  concur  in  this  recommendation.  It  is  essential 
that  we  proceed  promptly  if  these  boats  are  to 
remain  available  to  the  City  of  Boston.  Con- 
sequently, I  most  earnestly  request  your  Honorable 
Body  to  give  approval  to  the  accompanying  order 
at    today's    meeting. 

Respectfully, 
James  M.  Curley,  Mayor. 

City  of  Boston, 
Fire  Department,  September  5,  1946. 
Hon.  James  M.  Curley, 

Mayor  of  Boston. 

Dear  Sir, — As  a  result  of  several  conferences 
with  yourself  and  others  with  the  firm  of  John  G. 
Alden,  naval  architect  and  engineer  engaged  to 
handle  the  reconversion  of  Navy  minesweeper 
the  U.  S.  S.  "Marabout"  into  a  fireboat,  it  is  now 
recommended  that  the  City  of  Boston  purchase 
the  U.  S.  S.  "Bulwark,"  a  sister  ship  of  the  "Mara- 
bout," which  can  be  obtained  from  the  U.  S. 
Maritime  Commission  on  the  same  financial 
arrangement  made  in  the  case  of  the  "Marabout." 

The  acquisition  of  the  "Bulwark"  is  needed  to 
augment  our  present  inadequate  fireboat  fleet 
and  to  replace  the  present  fireboat  Engine  31, 
built  in  1895,  which  probably  has  reached  the 
end  of  its  useful  service  to  the  city. 

It  is  also  recommended  that  the  city  purchase 
two  Army  T-Boats,  design  No.  239  A  or  B,  to 
be  used  as  supplementary  fireboats,  as  we  need 
such  ships  of  shallow  draft  to  protect  parts  of 
the  water  front  inaccessible  to  our  present  deep- 
draft  ships. 

I  request  that  your  Honor  submit  to  the  City 
Council  a  loan  order  in  the  amount  of  $200,000 
to  cover  the  purchase  price  of  the  "Bulwark" 
and  two  Army  T-Boats.  The  sum  of  $200,000 
should  be  sufficient  to  cover  the  purchase  price  of 
the  ships  as  well  as  the  costs  of  reconversion. 
Respectfully  yours, 
Russell  S.  Codman,  Jr., 

Fire  Commissioner. 

Ordered,  That  the  sum  of  two  hundred  thousand 
dollars  be,  and  the  same  hereby  is,  appropriated 
from  the  special  account  "Sales  of  City  Property" 
to  be  expended  under  the  direction  of  the  Fire 
Commissioner  for  the  purchase,  furnishing  and 
equipping  of  additional  boats  from  the  United 
States  Navy  Department,  the  same  to  be  used  as 
part  of  the  marine  fire-fighting  unit  of  the  Fire 
Department. 

Referred  to  Executive  Committee. 


PETITIONS   REFERRED. 

The  following  petitions  were  received  and  re- 
ferred to  the  committees  named,  viz.: 

Claims. 

Angeles  T.  Angeles,  for  compensation  for  damage 
to  car  caused  by  an  alleged  defect  at  424  Dudley 
street. 

Wendell  H.  Berry,  for  compensation  for  damage 
to  car  caused  by  an  alleged  defect  in  Beacon 
street. 

S.  L.  Black,  for  compensation  for  damage  to 
car  caused  by  an  alleged  defect  in  Arlington 
avenue. 

Browning  Laundry  Company,  for  damage  to 
property  at  114-120  Brookside  avenue,  Jamaica 
Plain,  caused  by  backing  up  of  sewage. 
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Agnes  M.  Freeman,  for  compensation  for  in- 
juries caused  by  an  alleged  defect  at  12  Allenwood 
street. 

P.  E.  Frost,  for  compensation  for  damage  to 
clothing  and  injuries  caused  by  an  alleged  defect 
at  255  Atlantic  avenue. 

Helen  C.  Greene,  for  compensation  for  damage 
to  property  at  59  Dwinell  street,  West  Roxbury, 
caused  by  change  of  grade  of  sidewalk.. 

John  A.  Griffin,  to  be  reimbursed  for  execution 
issued  against  him. 

Harpel-Phillips  Company,  Inc.,  for  compensation 
for  damage  to  car  by  city  truck. 

Julius  Michelin,  for  compensation  for  injuries 
caused  by  an  alleged  defect  at  1299  Commonwealth 
avenue. 

Mystic  Building  Wrecking  Company,  Inc.,  for 
compensation  for  damage  to  car  by  city  truck. 

Joseph  W.  Hopkinson,  for  compensation  for 
damage  to  car  caused  by  an  alleged  defect  in 
Pleasant  Hill  avenue. 

Joseph  C.  Ofria,  for  compensation  for  damage 
to  car  by  city  truck. 

Sebastiano  Russo,  for  compensation  for  damage 
to  car  by  city  motor  vehicle. 

Mary  E.  Sweet,  for  compensation  for  damage 
to  retaining  wall  during  grading  of  Maynard  street, 
at  408  Poplar  street,  Roslindale. 

Charles  J.  Wallace,  for  compensation  for  damage 
to  property  at  Shawmut  avenue  and  Union  Park 
street,  caused  by  city  ear. 

Committee  on  Licenses. 

Petition  of  Eastern  Massachusetts  Street 
Railway  Company  for  license  to  operate  motor 
vehicles  from  Mattapan  square  to  Park  square,  on 
Blue  Hill  avenue,  Seaver  street,  Columbus  avenue, 
Park  square,  Stuart  street,  Broadway,  Berkeley 
street,  Boylston  street. 

Petitions  for  driveway  openings:  Saul  Casler, 
921-931  Massachusetts  avenue;  National  Shaw- 
mut Bank,  413  Market  street,  Ward  22;  United 
Farmers  Cooperative  Creamery  Association,  Inc., 
at  Roland  street;  Thorgen  Realty,  Inc.,  by  Max 
Nigrosh,  at  15  Rusfield  street. 

Executive.  ■ 

Petition  of  Lillian  F.  Orton  to  be  paid  annuity 
on  account  of  death  of  husband,  Charles  H.  Orton, 
late  member  of  the  Fire  Department. 

Petition  of  Irene  T.  Smith  to  be  paid  annuity 
on  account  of  death  of  husband,  Francis  C.  Smith, 
late  member  of  Police  Department. 


PERMITS   FOR   CHILDREN. 

A  petition  of  the  Tributary  Children's  Theatre 
for  children  to  appear  at  New  England  Mutual 
Hall  on  September  21,  October  5,  November  2 
and  November  16  was  received. 

Permits  granted  under  usual  conditions. 


APPROVAL  OF  CONSTABLES'  BONDS. 

The  constables'  bonds  of  the  following,  having 
been  duly  approved  by  the  City  Treasurer,  were 
received  and  approved  by  the  Council,  viz.: 
Francis  P.  McCormick,  James  L.  Blue,  Wilfred 
Gerber,  Thomas  Marrow. 


REPORT    OF    FINANCE    COMMISSION   ON- 
INCINERATORS. 

The  following  was  received: 
The  Finance  Commission  of  the  City  of  Boston, 
Boston  8,  Mass. 

August  28,  1946. 
To  the  Honorable  the  Mayor  and  City  Council. 

The  Finance  Commission  has  been  for  many 
years  advocating  the  adoption  of  incineration  as 
an  efficient  and  economical  method  of  disposing 
of  the  refuse  collections  in  the  City  of  Boston. 

The  Commission  has  previously  shown  the  ad- 
vantage of  constructing  an  incinerator  of  400  to  600 
tons  per  day  consuming  capacity  on  city-owned 
land  on  or  near  the  Albany  Street  city  yards,  this 
plant  to  include  boilers  and  dynamos  which  would 
produce  heat,  light  and  power  for  the  City  Hospital 
and  the  Public  Works  Department  shops.    Such  a 


plant  would  dispose  of  all  the  refuse  collected  in 
most  of  the  downtown  area  and  in  South  Boston 
and  Roxbury. 

An  emergency  situation  now  exists  in  the 
Brighton-AUston  District,  the  refuse  collections  of 
which  must  be  toted  to  a  city-owned  dump  in 
Dorchester  at  a  cost,  for  cartage  alone,  of  $84,000 
per  year. 

The  Commission  has  made  a  careful  examination 
of  this  situation  and  is  of  the  opinion  that  a  large 
saving  can  be  made  by  the  erection  of  an  incin- 
erator of  200  tons  per  day  capacity,  eight  hours  per 
day  of  operation,  on  city-owned  land  on  Western 
avenue.  Collections  in  this  area  now  amount  to 
approximately  100  tons  per  day. 

Inquiries  in  other  cities  and  observation  of  plants 
lead  to  the  opinion  that  a  suitable  incineration 
plant  can  be  constructed  for  approximately 
$200,000.  To  finance  this  cost  would  take  about 
•$13,000  per  year,  including  a  $10,000  per  year  pay- 
ment on  the  principal  of  a  loan  on  a  20-year  serial 
plan  basis. 

The  operation  cost  would  be  as  follows: 

4  Stokers  at  $2,000  per  year $8,000 

2  Chargers  at  $2,000  per  year 4,000 

1  Crane  operator  at  $3,000  per  year 3,000 

1  Superintendent    and    general    man    at 

$3,500  per  year 3,500 

Total $18,500 

Allowing  $6,500  for  incidentals,  the  total  cost  of 
operation  and  financing  would  be  approximately 
$40,000  per  year.  In  contrast,  the  disposal  now 
costs  at  the  rate  of  $84,000  per  year. 

The  collection  cost,  i.e.,  without  disposal,  in  this 
district  is  now  $120,000  per  year.  This  is  an 
agreed  price  without  advertising  to  a  contractor 
who,  at  the  time  of  making,  had  the  use  of  the 
only  dump  available  within  easy  reach  of  the  col- 
lection area.  Incidentally,  this  contractor  paid 
for  the  use  of  the  dump,  while  he  had  it,  out  of  this 
$120,000  per  year.  With  the  erection  of  an  in- 
cinerator as  herein  proposed  and  disposal  of  the 
collections  from  Brighton  and  Allston  therein,  the 
contract  for  collection  can  be  open  to  competitive 
bidding.  A  lower  cost  for  that  part  of  the  work  is 
possible  therefrom. 

The  Finance  Commission  believes  that  advantage 
should  be  taken  of  this  opportunity  to  reduce  dis- 
posal cost.  Incineration  of  refuse  is  the  most  used 
method  of  disposal  in  the  majority  of  the  large 
cities.  It  is  scientific  and  economical. 
Respectfully  submitted, 

Edward  F.  Mullen,  Chairman, 

Alexander  Wheeler, 

Leo  J.  Dunn, 

Frederick  Deane, 

The  Finance  Commission. 
Robert  E.  Cunniff, 

Secretary. 
Placed  on  file. 


HEARINGS     BEFORE     DEPARTMENT     OF 
PUBLIC    UTILITIES. 

Notices  were  received  from  the  Department  of 
Public  Utilities  of  hearings  to  be  held  on  September 
13,  at  12  noon,  on  following  petitions  of  Boston 
Elevated  Railway  Company:  Double  track  on 
Bennington  street,  East  Boston.  Single  track 
curve  on  South  street,  West  Roxbury.  Double 
track  in  three  spaces  in  Bunker  Hill  street,  Charles- 
town. 

Severally  placed  on  file. 


RESIGNATION    OF    RICHARD    L.    CASEY. 

Notice  was  received  from  the  Mayor  of  the 
resignation  of  Richard  L.  Casey  as  member  and 
chairman  of  the  Board  of  Street  Commissioners, 
and  acceptance  by  the  Mayor. 

Placed  on  file. 


APPOINTMENTS   BY    THE    MAYOR. 

Notice  of  the  following  appointments  by  the 
Mayor  was  received: 

Margin  Finn,  as  member  of  Board  of  Street 
Commissioners  for  term  ending  January  6,  1947, 
in  place  of  Richard  L.  Casey,  resigned. 
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Nathan  S.  Sodekson,  125  Westbourno  terrace, 
Brookline,  director  of  Workingmen's  Loan  Asso- 
ciation  in  place  of  Leo  J.  Dunn  whose  term  is 
expired. 

Severally  placed  on  file. 


LEGISLATION     TO     DIMINISH     TRAFFIC 
CONGESTION. 

Coun.  LINEHAN  offered  the  following: 

Ordered,  That  bis  Honor  the  Mayor  request 
the  City  Planning  Board,  the  Corporation  Counsel 
and  any  other  necessary  City  Departments  to 
survey,  plan  and  prepare  legislation  to  be  pre- 
sented to  the  1947  session  of  the  Massachusetts 
Legislature   in   regard    to    the   following   matters: 

In  order  to  diminish  or  eliminate  the  traffic 
congestion  and  to  speed  up  the  flow  of  traffic  in 
the  City  of  Boston,  it  is  suggested  that:  1.  A 
truck  terminal  be  located  in  the  City  of  Boston; 
2.  Make  out  a  list  of  streets  in  the  City  of  Boston  to 
be  widened  and  request  that  the  work  be  financed 
out  of  the  State  Highway  Fund;  3.  Arterial 
Highway  for  the  City  of  Boston  to  be  financed 
out  of  the  State  Highway  Fund. 

Coun.  LINEHAN— Mr.  President,  for  the  last 
month  or  so  we  have  been  hearing  a  lot  of  talk 
about  off-street  parking  in  the  City  of  Boston. 
We  have  heard  that  talk  as  a  result  of  the  traffic 
congestion  that  exists  in  this  city.  Not  being  a 
traffic  expert  myself  I  did  attend  all  the  hearings 
on  this  off-street  parking.  I  have  made  observa- 
tions, as  a  result  of  listening  to  testimony  and  also 
talking  to  other  people  who  did  not  attend  the 
hearing  as  to  just  what  might  be  done  to  eliminate 
or  diminish  the  amount  of  traffic,  particularly 
automobile  traffic,  that  exists  in  the  City  of 
Boston.  Up  to  now  there  has  not  been  anything 
done  substantially  in  the  City  of  Boston.  Here 
we  are.  We  are  coming  to  the  point  where  the 
City  of  Boston  is  going  to  try  to  do  something. 
When  I  say  something,  I  mean  the  much  talked 
about  off-street  parking  loan  request  of  five  million 
dollars.  I  for  one  am  going  to  vote  for  that 
measure.  I  am  going  to  vote  you  might  say  with 
my  tongue  in  my  cheek.  I  do  not  believe  that 
off-street  parking  should  be  the  No.  1  solution  of 
the  problem.  It  is  about  the  last  one  that  should 
be  started  in  order  to  take  care  of  the  traffic  situa- 
tion that  exists  in  Boston.  I  think  that  things 
much  more  important  should  be  done  first.  I  have 
listed  them  in  this  order  of  mine.  First,  a  truck 
terminal  should  be  located  in  the  City  of  Boston. 
I  realize  personally  there  are  several  locations  on 
the  outskirts  of  the  city  and  the  center  of  the  city 
like  South  Boston  and  probably  around  Albany 
street  and  other  sites  in  Boston  which  could  be 
used  for  this  so-called  truck  terminal.  Why  do  I 
say  we  need  a  truck  terminal?  I  say  this  because 
of  the  testimony  presented  to  us  by  a  member  of 
the  American  Federation  of  Labor  who  represented 
the  truckmen's  union.  He  stated  they  are  having 
a  difficult  time  of  it  at  present  due  to  the  traffic 
congestion  of  the  City  of  Boston.  They  are  hav- 
ing difficulty  in  delivering  their  wares  and  goods  to 
the  stores  throughout  the  city.  It  seems  to  me 
that  we  certainly  should  have  the  delivering  of  the 
goods  and  wares  at  some  other  time  than  during 
the  busy  hours  of  the  city.  I  say  the  busy  hours. 
I  might  mean  nine  to  five.  Probably  the  merchan- 
dise and  wares  should  be  delivered  before  or  after 
those  working  hours.  Another  thing  that  would 
be  a  great  help  would  be  this  truck  terminal 
whereby  all  the  big  trailer  trucks  which  some  of 
us  see  now  in  the  busy  parts  of  the  day  in  Boston 
blocking  traffic,  those  big  trucks  could  be  brought 
to  the  terminal  and  unloaded.  From  there  small 
delivery  wagons  could  pick  up  and  deliver  the 
goods  throughout  the  city  without  obstructing  the 
city  streets  too  much.  Secondly,  make  out  a  list 
of  the  streets  of  the  City  of  Boston  to  be  widened. 
Request  the  work  be  financed  out  of  the  State 
highway  funds.  I  realize  probably  the  most  im- 
portant solution  for  the  traffic  congestion  that 
exists  is  this  No.  2.  I  realize  the  City  of  Boston 
is  an  old  city.  It  was  planned  years  ago.  There 
has  not  been  very  much  done.  There  might  have 
been  a  lot  of  planning  since  on  the  narrow  streets 
which  were  constructed,  a  lot  of  planning  to  widen 
the  streets  but  nothing  done  in  regard  to  actually 
going  through  with  the  so-called  plans.  Personally 
I  do  not  know  if  there  are  plans  to  widen  the  streets 
or  whether  a  study  has  been  made  of  it.  I  do  not 
doubt  but  there  has  been  over  a  period  of  years. 
It  is  about  time  we  get  moving  and  find  out  just 


what  streets  need  widening  in  order  to  hasten  the 
flow  of  traffic  through  our  city  streets.  We  talk  of 
off-street  parking  and  bringing  more  cars  into  the 
city  so  they  can  park  which  we  hope  will  bring 
business  into  the  city,  bring  more  customers  per- 
haps to  the  retail  stores  for  a  while.  I  say  for  a 
while  because  I  think  in  a  short  time  you  will  find 
that  the  traffic  situation  in  the  City  of  Boston 
with  more  off-street  parking  will  aggravate  our 
present  traffic  situation.  It  will  not  eliminate  it. 
It  will  not  diminish  it.  It  will  aggravate  the  con- 
ditions that  exist.  Before  we  get  off-street  park- 
ing therefore  we  need  truck  terminals  and  the 
widening  of  streets.  In  addition  to  these  we  can 
have  No.  3  if  we  can  get  it  through  the  Legislature, 
an  arterial  highway  for  the  City  of  Boston  financed 
out  of  the  State  highway  funds.  There  are  mil- 
lions of  dollars  collected  yearly  in  the  gasoline  tax 
as  all  of  our  councilors  know  which  is  put  in  the 
State  highway  fund  and  used  over  a  period  of 
years  for  different  items,  not  only  road  construc- 
tion but  for  other  matters  which  are  of  no  benefit 
to  the  motorist.  I  contend  these  items  I  am 
speaking  of  today  if  put  into  effect  will  certainly 
benefit  the  motorists  of  the  Commonwealth  of 
Massachusetts.  They  will  be  only  too  happy  to 
see  the  money  from  that  fund  spent  for  the  items 
listed  in  this  particular  order.  In  addition  to  the 
above  three  things  I  have  mentioned  we  can  also 
have  the  strict  enforcement  of  the  traffic  regula- 
tions which  now  exist.  We  have  heard  about 
much  of  the  illegal  parking  on  our  streets.  We  all 
agree  it  does  cause  traffic  congestion  in  the  City 
of  Boston.  That  is  one  particular  item  which  it 
is  now  possible  to  achieve.  The  traffic  regulations 
exist.  If  they  are  enforced  we  might  help  diminish 
traffic  congestion  that  exists.  Then  after  those 
four  things  are  done  it  seems  to  me  the  business- 
like way  of  doing  things  is  to  then  install,  institute 
or  construct  the  parking  spaces  throughout  the 
City  of  Boston,  particularly  in  the  center  of  the 
city.  I  realize  there  are  all  kinds  of  opinions  de- 
pending on  what  you  are,  whether  you  are  a  retail 
store  man  and  if  you  are,  you  want  the  parking 
area  in  the  heart  of  the  city  close  to  the  store.  One 
man  I  know  of  who  is  going  to  be  in  charge  of  the 
so-called  off-street  parking  in  the  City  of  Boston 
thinks  the  parking  spaces  should  be  on  the  out- 
skirts of  the  city.  It  seems  to  me  we  cannot  get 
together  on  just  where  the  parking  areas  are 
needed.  The  experts  agree  to  disagree.  The 
store  people  figure  we  should  have  them  close  to 
the  stores.  Somebody  else  who  is  going  to  be  in 
charge  of  the  arrangements  thinks  they  should  be 
on  the  outskirts  of  the  city.  Well,  it  is  a  question 
of  opinion.  Time  will  tell  which  is  best  and  which 
is  worst.  We  all  have  our  opinions.  You  cannot 
tell  really  who  is  correct  until  you  start  these  off- 
street  parking  areas,  and  then  you  will  find  out 
what  will  result  because  of  the  construction  of  the 
parking  area.  I  filed  this  order  you  might  say  to 
explain  how  I  am  going  to  vote  on  the  five  million 
dollar  loan  order.  It  is  apropos  to  speak  some- 
what on  the  five  million  dollar  bond  issue.  It  is 
all  about  parking.  I  realize  then  if  I  vote  for  the 
five  million  dollars  today,  which  I  shall  do,  I  think 
I  will,  I  am  voting  to  put  the  cart  before  the 
horse.  The  four  items  I  mentioned  should  be 
done  before  the  off-street  parking  is  put  across. 
Now  we  have  many  important  citizens  and  organi- 
zations appearing  before  us  stating  that  we  should 
take  the  off-street  parking  program.  I  agree  with 
them  all,  we  should  have  parking  facilities  after 
improving  the  flow  of  traffic  through  our  city 
streets.  I  realize  we  as  councilors  if  we  vote  for 
this  off-street  parking  we  are  going  to  positively 
aggravate  the  traffic  congestion  that  exists  in  our 
city.  There  is  no  question  about  it.  If  we  have 
a  certain  number  of  cars  we  can  now  take  care  of 
under  present  conditions  wo  are  going  to  have 
thousands  more  added  to  it  by  the  off-street  park- 
ing. If  we  have  the  same  streets  and  no  arterial 
highway  and  no  widening  of  the  streets  then 
naturally  you  are  going  to  have  a  worse  condition. 
It  is  my  hope  if  we  do  aggravate  traffic  conditions 
in  the  City  of  Boston  as  a  result  of  off-street  park- 
ing that  the  Legislature  might  get  big-hearted  and 
have  a  change  of  heart  toward  the  City  of  Boston 
and  appropriate  millions  of  dollars  out  of  the  high- 
way fund  to  put  into  effect  the  items  I  talk  about 
today,  namely,  a  truck  terminal  to  be  located  in 
the  City  of  Boston.  I  do  not  know  whether  that 
could  be  financed  out  of  the  State  highway  fund. 
Perhaps  they  can  arrange  it.  I  do  think  the  widen- 
ing of  the  streets  of  Boston  probably  could  be 
financed  out  of  the  fund.     I  am  sure  the  arteriaj 
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highway  can.  The  only  reason  I  pick  out  the 
arterial  highway  is  because  of  the  fact  I  know  there 
are  plans  on  that  which  were  presented  to  the 
Legislature  several  years  ago.  I  am  not  sure 
about  last  year.  I  think  they  also  did  it  last  year 
and  it  was  killed  by  the  Legislature.  Perhaps  if 
we  cause  traffic  conditions  to  be  aggravated  we 
might  get  the  Legislature  to  wake  up  and  help  the 
City  of  Boston  out,  and  the  Commonwealth  of 
Massachusetts  motorists.  You  can  get  any  num- 
ber of  statistics  showing  that  the  bulk  of  the  per- 
centage of  motorists  coming  into  our  city  do  not 
live  in  the  City  of  Boston.  Therefore,  this  is  not 
a  benefit  solely  to  the  City  of  Boston.  It  is  a 
benefit  to  all  motorists  who  come  out  of  the  out- 
skirts of  Boston  into  the  city  streets  here.  It  will 
benefit  all  of  them.  We  know  right  well  it  will. 
Off-street  parking  will  benefit  the  residents.  I  am 
sorry  to  say  I  think  it  is  going  to  cause  a  terrible 
traffic  congestion  in  our  city,  after  these  off-street 
parking  spaces  are  in  effect.  It  does  not  seem  as 
though  we  have  any  set  plan  as  to  where  the  park- 
ing areas  for  the  off-street  parking  are  going  to  be 
put.  Some  think  they  should  be  close  to  the 
stores.  Some  think  they  should  be  in  the  out- 
skirts of  the  city  such  as  at  Columbia  Station  or 
Ashmont  and  other  such  spots.  That  might  be 
the  solution  or  it  might  not.  Naturally  the  store- 
keepers think  the  best  spots  are  right  near  the 
stores.  I  think  only  time  will  tell.  Fundamen- 
tally it  follows  if  we  bring  more  cars  into  the  heart 
of  the  city  the  traffic  will  get  worse  until  such  time 
as  the  points  I  outlined  in  this  order  of  mine  are 
put  into  effect  by  the  State  Legislature. 
Passed  under  suspension  of  the  rule. 


REPORT  OF  COMMITTEE  ON  CONSTABLES 
AND   CONFIRMATIONS. 

Coun.  BRYAN,  for  the  Committee  on  Consta- 
bles and  Confirmations,  submitted  the  following: 

Report  on  appointment  of  John  T.  O'Brien,  11 
Estrella  street,  Jamaica  Plain  (referred  August  26), 
as  constable  to  serve  without  bond  and  without 
authority  to  serve  civil  process  for  term  ending 
April  30,  1947  —  that  appointment  be  confirmed. 

The  report  was  accepted,  and  the  question  came 
on  confirmation.  Committee,  Councilors  Madden 
and  Coffey,  and  the  appointment  was  confirmed, 
yeas  16,  nays  0. 


REIMBURSEMENT   OF   SAMUEL 
DIETCHMAN. 

Coun.  COOK  and  MORIARTY  offered  the 
following: 

Ordered,  That  Samuel  Dietchman,  10A  Brin- 
ton  street,  Roxbury,  be  reimbursed  for  the  amount 
of  his  medical  expenses  incurred  as  the  result  of 
personal  injuries  sustained  on  March  7,  1946, 
while  employed  as  first  assistant  drawtender  in 
the  Bridge  Service  of  the  Public  Works  Depart- 
ment. 

Referred  to  the  Committee  on  Claims. 


SALE  OF  PROPEETY  TO  OLIVER  AMES,  JR., 
POST   NO.   117. 

On  motion  of  Councilor  Moriarty  the  Council 
took  up  No.  1  on  the  calendar,  viz.: 

Order  for  sale  of  land  and  building,  Brookline 
and  Longwood  avenues,  to  Oliver  Ames,  Jr.,  Post 
No.  117,  American  Legion. 

On  August  19,  1946,  the  said  order  was  read 
once  and  passed,  yeas  19,  nays  0. 

The  question  came  on  giving  the  order  its  second 
reading.  The  roll  was  called  and  the  order  given 
its  second  reading,  whole  number  of  ballots  19, 
yeas  19. 


ACCEPTANCE   OF   CHAPTER   559, 
ACTS   OF   1946. 

Coun.  HANNON  offered  the  following: 
Ordered,  That  the  City  Council  accept  chapter 
559  of  the  Acts  of  1946  entitled  "An  Act  Author- 
izing increases  of  the  Amounts  of  Pensions  Payable 
to  Certain  Former  Public  Employees  Who  Have 
Been  Retired." 

Coun.  HANNON— Mr.  President,   the  purpose 
of  this  Act  is  to  permit  the  city  to  increase  by  20 


per  cent  the  pensions  of  those  who  receive  less  than 
$1,000  a  year  as  a  retirement  annuity.  I  have 
been  attempting  many  times  to  find  ways  and 
means  of  increasing  the  pension  of  those  people 
who  gave  years  of  service  to  the  city  and  end  up 
with  a  paltry  pension  of  $40  a  month.  This  act 
was  passed  by  the  Legislature  which  for  some 
reason  or  other  the  city  failed  to  adopt.  I  think 
we  should  accept  it. 


SALARY    OF    THOMAS    W.    McMAHON. 

Coun.  LANE  offered  the  following: 

Ordered,  That  the  City  Messenger  be  authorized 
to  restore  to  Thomas  W.  McMahon  the  salary 
withheld  from  him  for  the  week  ending  August  6, 
1946. 

Referred  to  the  Executive  Committee. 


PARKING    FACILITIES   UNDER    CERTAIN 
NEW  BUILDINGS. 

Coun.  MADDEN  offered  the  following: 
Ordered,  That  his  Honor  the  Mayor  be  requested 
to  confer  with  the  Building  Commissioner  for  the 
purpose  of  amending  the  Building  Code  to  require 
that  all  future  buildings  constructed  in  the  City 
of  Boston  of  four  floors,  or  over,  shall  have  parking 
facilities  under  the  building,  or  on  the  roof  of  said 
building. 

Coun.  MADDEN— Mr.  President,  last  week 
and  for  some  weeks  back  we  have  had  a  great  deal 
of  discussion  about  this  off-street  parking.  I  am 
•  not  blind  to  the  fact  that  our  parking  situation  is 
deplorable.  Neither  am  I  blind  to  the  fact  we 
must  do  something  about  it.  However,  gentlemen, 
there  are  far  more  serious  things  than  the  parking 
problem,  parking  the  automobiles  for  people  who 
live  outside  the  district.  There  is  the  parking 
problem  of  the  veterans  and  their  families.  I  pick 
up  the  Boston  Traveler.  They  have  their  first 
leg  in  their  platform,  the  Boston  Traveler  platform, 
homes  for  every  veteran.  You  can  pick  up  the 
Boston  Traveler  and  many  other  papers  day  after 
day  and  you  will  see  acres  of  space  devoted  to 
advertising  to  help  the  merchants.  Fine  and 
dandy.  But  I  have  yet  to  see  the  Boston  Traveler 
or  any  Boston  newspaper  with  the  exception  of  the 
Boston  American  assert  any  particular  program 
to  help  the  veteran  get  a  place  to  live.  When  you 
help  the  veteran  you  help  everybody.  I  have 
just  received  an  order  back  from  the  mail.  Some 
time  ago  I  introduced  an  order  in  this  Council  for 
$15,000  for  a  survey  and  soundings  of  a  pond  out 
in  Brighton  so  the  kids  out  there  could  have  a 
place  to  swim.  The  Mayor  writes  back  he  thinks 
it  is  a  great  idea,  but  he  says,  let  us  pass  the  buck 
on  that  until  1947.  Well,  if  the  city  cannot  see 
its  way  clear  at  this  time  to  appropriate  $5,000  to 
help  start  a  park  and  playground  where  the  children 
can  swim,  I  do  not  see  any  point  or  any  sense  in 
appropriating  a  thousand  times  as  much,  $5,000,000 
for  parking.  During  the  past  six  months  I  have 
had  many  occasions  to  go  to  the  Boston  City 
Hospital.  If  any  institution  in  the  City  of  Boston 
needs  money  and  needs  five  million  dollars,  the 
Boston  City  Hospital  does.  They  have  employees 
over  there  averaging  less  than  $30  a  week.  How 
do  you  expect  to  staff  any  hospital  and  how  do 
you  expect  to  take  care  of  the  sick  and  needy 
when  you  ignore  your  hospitals?  You  can  go 
throughout  the  city  and  with  the  exception  of 
South  Boston,  which  is  favored  by  a  marvelous 
beach,  no  other  section  of  the  city  has  adequate 
bathing  facilities  for  the  children.  Certainly  if 
we  have  five  million  dollars  for  off-street  parking 
we  need  playgrounds  and  parks  much  worse. 
You  can  go  from  one  end  of  the  city  to  the  other 
and  with  few  exceptions  will  you  find  any  municipal 
buildings,  any  gymnasium  where  the  children  of 
the  district  can  have  a  little  recreation.  No 
wonder  our  courts  are  laden  with  employees  at 
excessive  expense  in  an  effort  to  try  to  curb  juvenile 
delinquency.  Gentlemen,  I  do  not  have  to  tell 
you  that  the  way  to  start  curbing  juvenile  delin- 
quency is  to  permit  these  youngsters  to  burn  off 
that  energy  in  playgrounds  and  parks.  I  say  it 
seems  ridiculous  to  me  to  hear  all  this  talk  about 
five  million  dollars  for  off-street  parking  when 
we  ha\e  so  many  other  much  more  urgent  needs. 
The  other  day  we  had  members  of  labor  organiza- 
tions coming  in  here  and  literally  threatening  the 
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City  Council  to  pass  this  order.  That  is  all  right. 
Gentlemen,  I  belong  to  organized  labor.  |I  enjoy 
a  fight  as  well  as  anybody.  I  wonder  if  organized 
labor  and  if  any  of  our  big  banks  can  show  us  one 
single  piece  of  property  in  the  City  of  Boston 
that  is  contemplated  in  this  off-street  parking. 
It  is  all  up  in  the  air.  Nobody  knows  anything 
about  it  other  than  saying  to  the  City  Council, 
please  give  us  five  million  dollars  so  we  can  play 
with  it.  I  notice  that  the  City  of  Boston  is  still 
taxed  excessively  on  insurance  rates.  I  have  not 
heard  any  of  these  people  who  are  so  insistent  on 
off-street  parking  come  in  here  and  say  we  are 
going  to  help  the  people  in  Boston  get  more 
equitable  insurance  rates.  Why  should  the 
people  of  Boston  have  to  pay  twice  as  much  as 
somebody  upstate?  Is  that  the  curse  for  being  a 
Democrat?  No,  gentlemen,  I  think  it  is  high 
time  that  the  business  concerns  of  the  city  make 
provision  for  parking.  I  wonder  if  anybody  can 
tell  me  where  I  can  get  a  hotel  room?  Do  the 
hotels  make  any  provision  for  parking  of  cars  of 
their  guests?  It  is  high  time  that  the  hotels,  the 
business  houses,  the  theatres,  take  on  some  of 
that  expense  themselves  instead  of  sending  all  the 
money  to  Washington  in  taxes.  Why  do  not  the 
business  houses  and  the  newspapers  that  jump 
every  time  the  stores  put  the  finger  on  them  go 
to  bat  for  this?  Why  don't  some  of  them  start 
a  kitty?  Why  don't  they  inaugurate  some 
facilities  under  their  buildings  or  on  top  of  their 
buildings  to  help  the  parking  situation?  You 
can  go  around  throughout  the  streets  of  Boston 
and  I  will  bet  anybody  any  amount  of  money 
that  the  majority  of  cars  that  are  parked  all  day 
long  in  the  streets  are  not  Boston  cars.  No. 
Boston  people  are  content  to  use  the  Elevated. 
We  have  to  pay  and  furnish  all  the  facilities,  all 
the  public  utilities  with  no  help  whatsoever  from 
those  who  are  out  of  town.  So  I  say,  Mr.  Presi- 
dent, I  think  this  order  should  pass,  that  his 
Honor  should  confer  with  the  Building  Commis- 
sioner and  that  henceforth  any  building  going  on 
in  the  city  make  provision  to  take  care  of  their 
clients'  customers  for  parking  facilities. 
Passed  under  suspension  of  the  rule. 


REPORT   OF   COMMITTEE   ON   LICENSES. 

Coun.  SCANNELL,  for  the  Committee  on 
Licenses,  submitted  the  following: 

Report  on  petitions  for  driveway  openings: 

Holtzer-Cabot  Company  (referred  March  19, 
1945),  at  Amory  and  Atherton  streets,  Ward  11. 

Saul  Casler  (referred  today),  at  921-931  Massa- 
chusetts avenue — recommending  that  permits  be 
granted. 

Report  accepted;  said  permits  granted  under 
usual  conditions. 


CHAPTER   586   OF  ACTS   OF   1946. 

Coun.  MORIARTY  offered  the  following: 

Ordered,  That  his  Honor  the  Mayor  consider 
the  advisability  of  availing  the  city  government 
of  chapter  586  of  the  Acts  of  1946  which  reads: 
"An  Act  Relative  to  the  Appointment  of  Veterans 
to  Civil  Service  Employments  under  the  Appren- 
tice Training  Provisions  of  the  G.  I.  Bill  of  Rights, 
So  Called." 

Coun.  MORIARTY— Mr.  President,  we  are. 
more  or  less  familiar  with  job  training  as  it 
pertains  to  private  employment.  In  simple 
language  it  means  one  is  on  the  job  training  or 
aspiring  for  a  better  job  within  that  industry  or 
private  employment.  There  is  a  financial  benefit 
as  well  as  a  training  benefit  to  him.  We  will  say 
he  is  making  $30  a  week,  and  the  government 
deems  it  favorable,  and  that  the  job  is  worth  $50 
a  week.  They  will  make  up  the  difference,  the 
federal  government  money  pays  the  difference. 
This  act,  approved  by  the  Governor,  permits  the 
same  condition  in  city  government.  The  order 
asks  the  Mayor  to  confer  with  his  department 
heads,  who  in  turn  confer  with  the  Department 
of  Education,  to  ask  for  on-the-job  training  for 
civil  service  workers.  I  am  given  to  understand 
this  pertains  to  permanent  employees,  as  well  as 
appointive.  The  order  asks  immediate  reference 
to  the  Mayor  and  his  department  heads. 

Passed  under  suspension  of  the  rule. 


MEETING  WITH  MAYOR. 

President  KELLY — I  am  informed  that  his 
Honor  the  Mayor  is  down  at  his  office  and  is 
available  to  any  members  of  the  Council  who 
wish  to  see  him. 


RECESS. 

President  KELLY  declared  a  recess  at  3.15  p.  m., 
for  the  purpose  of  going  into  Executive  Session, 
subject  to  the  call  of  the  Chair. 

The  members  reassembled  and  were  called  to 
order  by  President  Kelly  at  9.30  p.  m. 


TAXES  DUE  CITY  FROM  NEW  YORK,  NEW 
HAVEN    &    HARTFORD    RAILROAD. 

Coun.  SCANNELL  offered  the  following: 
Ordered,  That  the  Corporation  Counsel  of  the 
City  of  Boston  be  requested,  through  his  Honor 
the  Mayor,  to  appear  before  the  City  Council 
at  its  next  Executive  Session  with  information 
pertaining  to  the  settlement  of  taxes  due  the  city 
by  the  New  York,  New  Haven  &  Hartford  Rail- 
road and  to  explain  to  the  members  of  the  City 
Council  whether  or  not  any  rebates  have  been 
given  to  this  company  and  whether  the  amount 
due  the  city  has  been  paid  in  full. 
Passed  under  suspension  of  the  rule. 


ORDINANCE      RE      REGISTRY      DEPART- 
MENT. 

Coun.  SCANNELL  offered  the  following: 

Be  it  ordained  that  chapter  4  of  the  Ordi- 
nances of  1946,  entitled  "An  Ordinance  Concerning 
the  Registry  Department,"  be,  and  hereby  is, 
repealed. 

Coun.  SCANNELL— Mr.  President,  might  I 
explain  this  ordinance?  This  ordinance  was  in 
the  Committee  on  Ordinances  for  the  past  fifty 
days  probably.  We  really  did  not  have  a  regular 
meeting  of  the  Committee  on  Ordinances.  There 
was  some  misunderstanding  as  to  what  this 
ordinance  would  do.  If  the  members  of  the  Body 
had  passed  this  ordinance,  this  ordinance  would 
automatically  take  a  woman  who  has  given 
twenty-two  years'  service  to  the  City  of  Boston 
and  automatically  throw  her  out  of  a  job.  We 
have  no  assurance  of  her  employment.  She  was 
an  elderly  woman  from  my  district.  We  had  no 
assurance  that  the  city  could  take  care  of  her 
in  any  other  way.  I  asked  the  members  of  the 
Body  to  repeal  this  ordinance.  I  have  talked  to 
the  Mayor  about  it.  He  was  willing  to  repeal 
it  so  this  woman  could  get  a  livelihood  in  the  late 
stages  of  her  life.  I  am  asking  the  members  of 
the  Body — this  is  something  very  small  and  it 
does  not  mean  very  much.  I  know  if  I  had  a 
chance  to  talk  to  each  member  of  the  Body,  it 
would  be  repealed.  I  am  asking  that  it  be  re- 
pealed today. 

President  KELLY — Referred  to  the  Committee 
on  Ordinances. 

Coun.  SCANNELL— Mr.  President,  I  talked 
to  the  Committee  on  Ordinances. 

President  KELLY— The  Chair  will  withdraw 
referring  the  matter  to  the  Committee  on  Or- 
dinances if  there  is  no  objection. 

Coun.  COOK — Objection  to  what? 

Coun.  FISH — What  are   we   objecting  on? 

President  KELLY— The  Chair  referred  Coun- 
cilor Scannell's  ordinance  to  the  Committee  on 
Ordinances.  Councilor  Scannell  would  like  to 
have  it  passed  under  suspension  of  the  rules.  If 
there  is  no  objection,  the  chair  will  withdraw  the 
reference  to  the  Committee  on  Ordinances. 

Coun.  COOK— Mr.  President,  I  object. 

Coun.  HANNON — Mr.  President,  a  point  of 
information.  I  think  the  Chair  is  in  error  in 
referring  it  to  the  Committee  on  Ordinances.  In 
the  first  place,  the  function  of  the  Committee  on 
Ordinances  is  to  pass  and  make  recommendations 
on  the  approval  of  ordinances.  It  is  not  to 
obliterate  and  remove  ordinances. 

President  KELLY — I  am  sorry  to  inform  you 
the  Committee  on  Ordinances  acts  on  all  ordinances 
whether  it  is  to  make  ordinances  or  repeal  ordi- 
nances. 

Coun.  HANNON— I  will  appeal  from  the 
decision  of  the  Chair. 


SEPTEMBER     9,     1946. 


422 


Coun.  MUCHNICK— Mr.  President,  a  point 
of  information.  Is  one  objection  sufficient  to  keep 
something  from  being  referred  or  not  referred  to 
the  Committee? 

President  KELLY— Under  the  rules  the  matter 
should  be  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Ordinances. 
The  Chair  referred  it. 

Coun.  HANNON— Under  what  rule? 

President  KELLY— Under  Rule  25,  section  10. 
The  Committee  on  Ordinances  is  to  consist  of 
seven  members  of  the  council  to  whom  shall  be 
referred  all  ordinances  or  orders  concerning 
ordinances. 

Coun.  HANNON— Mr.  President. 
Coun.  MUCHNICK— Mr.  President. 
President     KELLY— Just     a     moment.     The 
Chair    will    entertain    a    motion    from    Councilor 
Scannell  if  he  sees  fit  to  suspend  that  rule. 

Coun.  SCANNELL — I  move  suspension  of  the 
rule  and  passage  of  the  order. 

The  motion  of  Councilor  Scannell  for  sus- 
pension of  the  rule  carried  and  the  question 
came  on  the  passage  of  the  order. 

Coun.  RUSSO— Mr.  President,  may  the  clerk 
read  the  order  again? 

(The  clerk  read  the  order.) 

Coun.  COOK — As  chairman  of  the  Committee 
on  Ordinances  I  think  I  should  speak  on  this  order. 
An  ordinance  was  presented  to  the  Committee 
on  Ordinances  about  seventy  days  ago.  It  was 
an  order  to  establish  a  fee  for  the  giving  out  of 
information  on  marriages,  births  and  deaths.  A 
committee  meeting  was  held  and  a  quorum  of  the 
committee  was  there.  Arguments  were  given 
for  and  against.  Later  on,  your  chairman,  before 
sixty  days  were  up  when  this  ordinance  would  have 
passed  automatically,  no  vote  rejecting  it  or 
passing  it  taking  place,  called  the  committee. 
Four  of  the  committee  were  for  it  and  three  against 
the  day  it  was  passed. 

Coun.  HANNON — Mr.  President,  a  point  of 
information.     When  was  I  called? 

Coun.  COOK — Mr.  President,  the  councilor  was 
called  the  day  we  had  the  vote. 

Coun.  HANNON — We  might  as  well  have  the 
information  accurately.  I  happened  to  be  in 
Canada  that  day. 

Coun.  COOK — The  councilors  were  polled  at 
the  meeting  before  this,  a  meeting  which  was  two 
days  before  the  expiration  date.  I  had  the  polling 
of  the  Committee.  I  remember  distinctly  asking 
Councilor  Hannon  how  he  voted  and  he  was 
against  the  ordinance. 

Coun.  HANNON — I  would  like  to  have  the 
chairman  of  the  Committee  give  that  vote  accord- 
ing to  each  member  of  the  Committee. 

Coun.  COOK — If  the  Committee  members  do 
not  object,  I  will.  Hearing  no  objection,  the 
votes  in  favor  were  myself 

Coun.  HANNON— Mr.  President,  I  do  not 
think  the  vote  was  in  favor.  The  question  was 
lying  on  the  table.  I  think  the  chairman  might 
refresh  his  memory  and  agree  to  that. 

Coun.  COOK — I  do  not  agree  with  it.  I  told  the 
councilors  before  the  meeting,  which  was  two 
weeks  before  the  meeting  where  we  took  the  actual 
vote  and  presented  the  ordinance,  I  spoke  to  the 
councilor  from  Ward  13  (Councilor  Hannon) 
and  he  voted  against  the  ordinance. 

Coun.  HANNON — Mr.  President,  you  say  I 
voted  against  it.     I  voted  to  lay  it  on  the  table. 

Coun.  COOK — My  question  at  the  time  of 
polling  was  in  favor  of  or  rejection  of  the  ordinance. 
That  is   my   understanding. 

Coun.   HANNON— Mr.  President. 

President  KELLY — For  what  purpose  does  the . 
gentleman    rise? 

Coun.  HANNON — To  find  out  who  made  the 
motion.  What  was  the  motion?  Who  made 
it  in  the  Committee?  A  motion  was  made  to 
lay  on  the  table. 

President  KELLY— Can  you  answer,  Councilor 
Cook? 

Coun.  COOK— I  am  trying  to  answer.  Nobody 
will  let  me  finish. 

President  KELLY — Councilor  Cook  has  the 
floor.  If  he  does  not  yield,  Councilor  Cook  will 
continue  talking. 

Coun.  SULLIVAN— Mr.  President,  a  point  of 
information. 

President  KELLY— Does  Councilor  Cook  yield 
the  floor  for  a  point  of  information? 

Coun.  SULLIVAN— Mr.  President,  a  point  of 
order. 

President  KELLY— A  point  of  order  is  in  order. 
State  your  point  of  order. 


Coun.  SULLIVAN— Mr.  President,  whereas 
the  two  members  of  the  Ordinance  Committee  are 
having  a  little  difficulty  on  what  did  transpire 
or  take  place  at  their  committee  and  how  they 
voted  or  did  not  vote,  I  think  it  would  be  in  order 
that  the  Clerk  of  the  Committee  bring  in  the 
reports. 

_  Coun.  COOK— Mr.  President,  my  understand- 
ing of  the  polling  of  the  Committee,  if  the  coun- 
cilors will  listen  to  me  and  let  me  finish,  they  can 
vote  against  me  or  for  me. 

,  Coun.  SCANNELL— Mr.  President,  a  point  of 
information. 

President  KELLY— Councilor  Cook,  do  you 
yield  the  floor? 

Coun.  COOK— No. 

Coun.  SCANNELL — Mr.  President,  a  point  of 
order. 

President  KELLY — State  your  point  of  order 
Coun.  SCANNELL — The  gentleman  said  the 
councilors  can  vote  for  him  or  not.  It  is  not  a 
matter  of  voting  for  the  councilor.  It  is  a  matter 
of  repealing  this  ordinance.  It  is  not  a  personal 
matter  as  far  as  the  councilor  from  Ward  12 
(Councilor   Cook)    is    concerned. 

President  KELLY — That  can  be  discussed 
after  Councilor  Cook  has  talked,  councilor. 

Coun.  COOK— Mr.  President,  I  shall  try  to 
speak  slowly  so  that  they  will  not  misunderstand 
me.  This  ordinance  would  have  passed  auto- 
matically two  days  after  our  last  meeting.  The 
meeting  before  that  I  polled  the  Committee 
members  on  rejection  of  passage  of  the  ordi- 
nance. At  that  time  I  had  four  votes  in  favor 
_  of  the  ordinance  and  three  against  it.  The 
'  councilor  now  presenting  the  present  order 
asked  me  to  hold  over  the  Committee  report 
until  the  next  meeting.  At  the  next  meeting 
which  was  the  last  meeting  and  two  days  before 
automatic  passage  I  told  him  I  was  going  to 
present  the  Ordinance  Committee  with  a  favor- 
able report.  I  wanted  to  end  it  one  way  or  the 
other.  When  the  vote  came  the  councilor  was 
not  here.  There  was  no  speaking  on  it.  If  the 
councilor  from  Ward  13  (Councilor  Hannon) 
still  wishes  the  polling  by  name  I  shall  give  it 
to  him.  I  told  him  who  they  were  two  weeks 
before  that.  Now,  getting  down  to  the  merits  of 
it,  I  think  that  the  ordinance  was  a  good  ordinance. 
I  had  been  influenced  by  the  fact  that,  if  the  ordi- 
nance went  through,  some  lady  who  had  been 
working  for  a  number  of  years  receiving  money  from 
outside  sources  for  giving  service,  which  money 
she  kept  and  which  gave  her  a  living  wage,  would 
now  go  to  the  city.  I  told  him  I  and  other  mem- 
bers of  the  Council  would  go  to  his  Honor  the 
Mayor  or  anybody  else  to  see  to  it  when  this 
ordinance  was  passed  she  would  be  paid  and 
placed  on  the  pay  roll  somewhere  in  the  city, 
most  likely  inthis  department  so  that  she  would 
not  lose  her  job  or  livelihood.  When  it  comes 
down  to  whether  an  ordinance  is  for  the  benefit 

of  the  city 

Coun.  LINEHAN — Mr.  President,  a  point  of 
order.  I  do  not  think  any  councilor  under  our 
charter  can  seek  employment  through  his  Honor 
the  Mayor  or  any  other  clerk. 

President  KELLY — Councilor,  you  are  right. 
Coun.  COOK — That  may  be  so.  If  I  am  guilty 
of  that,  speaking  to  the  Mayor  to  try  to  get  some- 
body a  job,  I  do  not  know  what  they  can  do 
about  it.  I  do  not  intend  to  worry  about  it. 
This  ordinance  will  bring  revenue  to  the  city. 
It  comes  to  a  question  of  revenue.  In  the  esti- 
mation of  the  Registrar  of  Vital  Statistics  at 
least  $7,000  should  come  into  the  city  coffers  as 
against  a  woman  who  is  losing  her  job  tempo- 
rarily. Evidently  the  councilor  in  the  district 
cannot  keep  her  on  there.     I  say  this  City  Council 

as  a  business  proposition 

Coun.    HURLEY— Mr.    President,    would    the 
councilor  from  Ward  12  yield  for  one  question? 
Coun.  COOK— Yes. 

Coun.  HURLEY — Do  you  know,  councilor, 
that  if  this  ordinance  as  it  stands  now  makes  this 
woman  lose  her  job  and  you  intercede  with  the 
Mayor,  would  they  give  her  the  protection  of  civil 
service  or  not. 

Coun.  COOK — Mr.  President,  in  answer  to 
that  question,  may  I  state  for  the  councilor's 
information  that  the  reason  she  lost  the  job  in 
the  beginning  was  because  civil  service  did  not 
want  her  there.  She  was  not  eligible.  If  this 
ordinance  is  passed,  of  course  she  cannot  be  put 
on  the  civil  service  rolls.     It  is  my  understanding 
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anybody  can  go  on  temporarily.  She  was  on 
temporarily  for  twenty-five  years.  It  can  still 
be  temporary. 

President  KELLY — Does  that  answer  your 
question? 

Coun.  HURLEY— Mr.  President,  it  does  not 
answer  the  question  in  this  respect,  the  woman 
has  no  security  whatsoever,  even  with  the  per- 
mission given  her  employment  for  three  months. 
The  Mayor  could  send  word  to  the  Registrar  to 
drop  her. 

Coun.  COOK — It  is  my  understanding  whether 
this  ordinance  is  passed  or  not  if  the  Mayor  sees 
fit  not  to  have  her,  or  the  Registrar,  he  still  does 
not  have  to  employ  her,  and  keep  her  in  his 
department.  His  argument  was  anybody  in 
his  department  getting  information,  typing  it 
out  and  receiving  money  for  it  from  outside 
sources  should  be  under  his  supervision.  As  the 
thing  stands  she  was  not  under  his  supervision. 
I  thought  that  the  ordinance  was  a  gobd  one. 
I  still  think  it  is  good.  I  do  not  think  the  Chair- 
man of  the  Committee  on  Ordinances  that  heard 
on  it  and  waited  close  to  sixty  days  and  saw  the 
thing  pass  while  the  councilor  so  vigorous  in  his 
plea  did  not  think  enough  of  the  matter  to  stay 
around  when  the  vote  was  taken  and  would 
have  passed  automatically  if  we  did  nothing  on  it, 
should  be  able  to  request  the  ordinance  stay  on 
the  books  or  at  least  go  back  to  the  Committee  on 
Ordinances.  The  Council  should  have  enough 
confidence  in  itself  if  they  think  they  can  get 
somebody  a  livelihood  through  the  city,  they  can 
do  it;  if  at  the  same  time  they  can  run  the  city 
on  a  good  business  basis,  they  should. 

Coun.  SCANNELL — Mr.  President,  when  the 
councilor  who  is  so  very  anxious  to  put  this  ordi- 
nance over  as  he  has  been  trying  to  do  for  the 
past  three  or  four  weeks  came  to  me  and  some  of 
the  other  members  of  that  Committee,  the  mem- 
bers of  this  Body  did  not  realize  what  they  were 
doing  when  they  passed  this  ordinance.  It  was  a 
week  ago  last  Thursday.  A  very  efficient  Registrar 
of  Births  and  Deaths  wants  to  get  the  city  to 
deprive  a  woman  sixty-five  years  old  of  a  liveli- 
hood by  this  ordinance.  Previous  to  that  he  let 
her  go  three  times  for  no  reason  at  all. 

Coun.  COOK — Mr.  President,  a  point  of  per- 
sonal privilege.  I  do  not  like  the  statement 
which  has  been  made.  I  do  not  think  it  is  correct. 
I  let  it  go  for  three  weeks  because  the  councilor 
asked  me  to  keep  it  off  for  three  weeks. 

Coun.  SCANNELL— Mr.  President,  I  have 
talked  with  some  of  the  members  of  the  Com- 
mittee who  did  not  understand  this  ordinance 
and  I  explained  to  them  if  this  ordinance  was 
passed,  it  would  deprive  a  woman  who  has  worked 
for  the  city  about  twenty-two  years  of  her  liveli- 
hood. When  I  asked  them  to  change  I  believe 
it  was  on  an  understanding  with  the  chairman  of 
the  Committee  of  Ordinances  that  it  was  to  be 
presented  to  this  Body  and  ought  not  to  pass. 
That  is  why  I  was  given  to  understand  that  and 
that  is  why  the  repeal  is  in  here  today.  I  went 
to  the  Mayor  of  Boston  and  told  him  about  this 
thing.  Immediately  he  called  that  efficient 
Registrar  of  Births  and  Deaths  and  he  said, 
"What  is  the  story?"  He  said,  "Did  you  know 
the  story  when  you  first  presented  this  order  to 
the  City  Council?"  He  said,  "Yes."  He  said 
to  me,  "Well,  go  upstairs  and  have  it  repealed." 
That  is  why  it  is  before  the  Body  today.  I  do 
not  know  why  one  man  in  the  Body  is  so  forceful 
in  wanting  an  ordinance  such  as  this.  It  does 
not  mean  anything  to  the  city.  He  says  there  is 
a  revenue  of  $7,000.  That  is  a  deliberate  lie. 
The  business  men  of  the  city  will  give  this  woman 
probably  two  cents  per  name.  This  man  in  the 
registry  raised  the  sum  from  two  cents  to  three 
cents  on  his  own.  I  know  every  member  of  the 
Body  and  I  know  them  well.  I  am  sure  they 
want  so  see  the  right  thing  done. 

Coun.  MUCHNICK— Mr.  President,  a  point 
of  order.  It  seems  to  me  that  when  you  recog- 
nized Councilor  Scannell  originally  it  was  for  the 
purpose  of  presenting  two  short  orders,  that 
would  take  but  a  few  minutes  and  not  an  order 
to  keep  us  here  until  after  midnight.  We  are 
supposed  now  to  take  up  the  off-street  parking. 
Some  of  us  cannot  stay  beyond  midnight  and 
would  like  to  get  the  important  business  over. 

Coun.  SCANNELL — Mr.  President,  in  short  I 
will  say  this — I  know  any  member  of  the  board 
will  want  to  vote  for  an  ordinance  that  will  not 
put  a  woman  out  of  work. 


Coun.  HANNON — Mr.  President,  I  have  been 
very  patient.  I  sat  here  all  day.  I  have  not 
opened  my  mouth.  I  have  been  listening  to 
everybody  else.  They  had  ought  to  do  the  same 
for  me.  When  I  want  to  talk,  I  am  going  to 
talk.  They  can  stay  here  or  not,  regardless  of 
who  gets  on  the  telephone  or  what  calls  are  made. 

Coun.  MUCHNICK— Mr.  President,  a  point 
of  order.  I  stated  a  couple  of  minutes  ago  we 
are  out  of  order.  Now  that  the  report  of  the 
Executive  Committee  is  ready  and  that  it  has 
priority  over  this  according  to  your  ruling  when 
the  orders  were  first  introduced 

President  KELLY — I  recognized  Councilor 
Scannell  for  two  short  orders.  I  thought  we 
would  get  through  in  a  few  minutes.  I  hoped 
they  would  be  brief. 

Coun.  SCANNELL — If  I  can  get  into  a  speech 
I  will  finish  it. 

President  KELLY — I  hope  you  will. 

Coun.  SCANNELL— I  am  sure  I  will. 

Coun.  MUCHNICK— Mr.  President,  a  point  of 
order.     Will  you  rule  that  way,  please? 

Coun.  HANNON — Mr.  President,  I  do  not  want 
any  ill  feeling  over  this  matter.  The  only  reason 
at  all  that  I  am  taking  my  feet  is  because  I  am  a 
member  of  the  Committee  on  Ordinances.  I  pride 
myself  on  the  fact  that  I  attend  committee  meet- 
ings. I  attended  the  last  committee  meeting  of  the 
Committee  on  Ordinances  to  which  I  received  a 
regular  notification.  As  a  matter  of  fact,  we  had 
to  wait  until  we  had  a  quorum.  Finally  we  talked 
things  over  and  a  vote  was  taken.  It  was  decided 
by  vote  to  lay  this  matter  on  the  table.  I  went 
away  for  a  week.  I  missed  my  first  meeting  last 
Monday.  Then  I  was  informed  when  I  did  return 
that  an  ordinance  which  we  had  laid  on  the  table 
had  been  passed.  How?  I  do  not  know.  Now 
maybe  I  am  being  suspicious  in  thinking  that  some- 
thing was  put  over.  If  it  was,  good  luck  to  tho 
guy  that  put  it  over  on  me.  You  do  not  like  these 
things  to  be  put  over  on  you  without  at  least  letting 
the  party  know  that  you  realize  something  has  been 
put  over  on  you.  You  can  be  doubly  sure  if  you 
are  going  to  stay  in  politics  you  will  take  extra 
precaution  that  the  like  will  not  be  put  over  on  you 
again. 

Coun.  COOK — Mr.  President,  since  the  last 
matter  has  been  brought  up  I  do  not  like  to  involve 
myself  in  personalities.  I  explained  before,  two 
weeks  before  this  order  was  passed,  at  least  the 
meeting  before  the  meeting  it  was  passed,  I  told 
the  Committee  members  I  wanted  it  and  polled  the 
vote  of  the  Committee  as  to  whether  they  should 
reject  it  or  pass  it.  I  got  a  vote  from  every  member 
of  the  Committee  including  the  councilor  here.  If 
he  misunderstood  me  it  is  not  because  of  any  reason 
of  putting  anything  over.  I  told  him  I  did  not 
want  to  put  anything  over,  I  wanted  it  brought 
out  on  the  floor  for  the  simple  reason  I  did  not  want 
an  ordinance  to  pass  automatically.  All  I  had  to 
do  at  the  last  meeting  was  say  nothing  and  on 
September  1,  I  think,  the  ordinance  would  have 
passed  without  the  councilor  voting  on  it,  the  sixty 
days  would  have  passed  without  action.  The 
Mayor  had  recommended  it.  After  sixty  days  it- 
would  have  become  law.  There  was  no  intention 
of  putting  anything  over  on  anybody.  I  would 
like  to  get  that  straight  for  the  benefit  of  the 
councilor  who  just  spoke  and  all  councilors,  as 
chairman  of  the  Committee  on  Ordinances,  I  do 
not  think  I  tried  to  put  anything  over  on  anybody. 

Coun.  MUCHNICK — In  view  of  the  statements 
made  by  the  chairman  of  the  Committee  on  Or- 
dinances, Mr.  President,  there  seems  to  be  a  lot 
of  merit  in  what  he  has  said.  In  view  of  what  has 
been  said  by  the  councilor  opposing  the  order  which 
also  has  a  lot  of  merit,  I  move  this  go  back  to  the 
Committee  on  Ordinances.  If  this  lady  has  been 
harmed  we  have  another  week  to  consider  but  in 
that  week  the  Committee  on  Ordinances  can  hold 
a  hearing  and  thrash  the  matter  out  one  way  or  the 
other  and  come  back  to  this  Body  with  a  report. 

Coun.  SCANNELL — Mr.  President,  just  one 
more  thing.  I  think  if  a  woman  is  looking  to  get 
$25  or  $28  a  week  for  a  livelihood  and  I  think  she 
is  going  to  be  seriously  affected  in  the  next  week 
if  she  does  not  get  the  check  so  I  intend  to  make 
sure  she  does  get  back. 

President  KELLY — Councilor  Muchnick  moves 
the  matter  be  referred  back  to  the  Committee  on 
Ordinances. 

Coun.  SULLIVAN — Mr.  President,  a  point  of 
information.  I  would  like  to  ask  the  clerk  if  it- is 
correct  when  the  chairman  of  the  Ordinance  Com- 
mittee states  that  if  an  ordinance  is  presented  to 
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the  committee  and  is  in  there  sixty  days  it  auto- 
matically becomes  law. 

President  KELLY — I  am  informed  any  ordi- 
nance submitted  by  the  Mayor,  recommended  by 
the  Mayor  and  not  passed  by  the  members  of  the 
Body,  the  Boston  City  Council,  automatically 
becomes  an  ordinance  in  sixty  days. 

The  question  came  on  referring  the  matter  back 
to  the  Committee  on  Ordinances.  It  was  not  a 
vote.  The  question  came  on  the  passage  of  the 
order  and  the  order  passed. 


EXECUTIVE    COMMITTEE    REPORTS. 

Coun.  FISH,  for  the  Executive  Committee' 
submitted   the   following: 

1.  Report  on  order  (referred  today)  that 
Council  accept  chapter  559  of  Acts  of  1946  entitled 
"An  Act  Authorizing  Increases  of  the  Amounts  of 
Pensions  Payable  to  Certain  Former  Public 
Employees  Who  Have  Been  Retired" —  that  same 
ought  to  pass. 

Report  accepted;  said  order  passed. 

2.  Report  on  order  (referred  today)  that  the 
City  Messenger  be  authorized  to  restore  to  Thomas 
W.  McMahon  the  salary  withheld  from  him  for 
the  week  ending  August  6,  1946  —  recommending 
reference  to  the  Rules  Committee. 

Report  accepted;  said  order  referred  to  the 
Rules  Committee. 

3.  Report  on  message  of  the  Mayor  and  order 
(referred  August  26)  for  sale  of  land  at  Chestnut 
Hill  and  Commonwealth  avenues,  said  order 
having  been  read  once,  August  26,  and  passed, 
yeas  15,  nays  3  —  recommending  that  the  order 
be  given  its  second  and  final  reading. 

Report  accepted  and  question  came  on  giving 
the  order  its  second  reading.  The  roll  was  called 
and  the  order  given  its  second  reading;  whole 
number  of  ballots  20,  yeas  20. 

4.  Report  on  message  of  the  Mayor  and  order 
for  transfer  of  $9,000  from  Special  Appropriation, 
Long  Island  Hospital,  Special  Improvements  and 
Repairs,  to  Special  Appropriation,  Boat  Purchase, 
Alterations,  etc. — recommending  that  same  ought 
to  pass. 

Report  accepted;  and  the  question  came  on 
the  passage  of  the  order. 

Coun.  LINEHAN — Mr.  President,  I  move  that 
the  order  be  amended  to  read  $7,000. 

President  KELLY — The  motion  is  out  of  order. 
No  transfer  can  be  amended. 

Coun.  LINEHAN — Mr.  President,  speaking  on 
the  order,  I  am  sorry  that  it  is  impossible  to 
amend  the  order  to  read  $7,000,  due  to  the  fact 
one  of  the  Mayor's  department  heads  said  he  did 
not  need  more  than  $6,000.  We  as  City  Councilors 
in  the  Executive  Session  give  $9,000.  It  is  all 
right  to  save  money  on  the  one  hand  and  take  a 
job  away  from  a  woman  and  on  the  other  we  give 
away  $2,000  extra  to  the  Mayor's  department 
head  like  nothing  at  all.  It  is  a  small  amount. 
The  same  thing  goes  with  $5,000,000  or  an 
additional  $2,000.  I  am  sorry  to  say  I  could 
not  move  it  be  amended  to  read  $7,000  on  the 
floor  instead  of  $9,000. 

Coun.  BAYLEY — Mr.  President,  I  am  going 
to  vote  against  this  transfer.  This  department 
head  was  in  before  and  we  gave  him  a  sufficiently 
large  appropriation  at  that  time.  He  said  he 
would  not  be  back  again  for  more  money.  Here 
he  is  back  again  for  another  transfer.  It  is  an 
unfortunate  practice.  I  hope  the  Council  mem- 
bers will  vote  against  a  department  head  coming 
back  after  being  given  more  money. 

The  question  came  on  the  passage  of  the  order. 
The  clerk  called  the  roll  and  the  order  passed, 
yeas  16,  nays  3: 

Yeas — Councilors  Bryan,  Cantwell,  Carey,  Cook, 
Fish,  Hannon,  Hurley,  Keenan,  Kelly,  Lane, 
McCormack,  Moriarty,  Muchnick,  Russo,  Scannell 
and  Sullivan. 

Nays — Councilors  Bayley,  Chase,  Linehan. 

5. .  Report  on  message  of  Mayor  and  order 
(referred  today)  for  appropriation  of  $200,000 
from  special  account  "Sales  of  City  Property" 
to  be  expended  under  direction  of  Fire  Com- 
missioner for  purchase,  furnishing  and  equipping 
of  additional  boats  from  the  United  States  Navy 
Department,  the  same  to  be  used  as  part  of  the 
marine  fire-fighting  unit  of  the  Fire  Depart- 
ment—  recommending  reference  to  the  Finance 
Committee. 


Report  of  committee  accepted  and  the  question 
came  on  referring  the  matter  to  the  Finance  Com- 
mittee. 

Coun.  FISH — Mr.  President,  I  ask  for  a  roll 
call  vote  on  the  question  on  referring  this  to  the 
Committee  on  Finance. 

Coun.  FISH  asked  for  a  roll  call  vote  on  refer- 
ring the  matter  to  the  Committee  on  Finance  and 
a  sufficient  number  of  councilors  having  joined  him 
the  clerk  called  the  roll.  The  motion  did  not  carry, 
yeas  6,  nays  10: 

Yeas — Councilors  Bayley,  Chase,  Linehan, 
Madden,  Scannell,  Sullivan. 

Nays — Councilors  Bryan,  Cantwell,  Carey,  Fish, 
Hannon,  Hurley,  Kelly,  Lane,  McCormack,  Much- 
nick. 

Present — Councilors  Keenan,  Moriarty. 

The  question  came  on  the  passage  of  the  order. 

Coun.  FISH — Mr.  President,  I  move  that  the 
order  ought  to  pass. 

Coun.  SULLIVAN— Mr.  President,  talking  on 
the  motion,  I  do  not  know  how  to  begin.  It  is 
amusing  the  way  they  take  an  about-face.  They 
blow  hot  and  they  blow  cold.  They  vote  once  to 
put  it  in  the  committee.  They  vote  to  take  it  out 
of  the  committee.  Then  they  vote  moving  re- 
consideration. Then  they  move  it  back  into  the 
committee.  Six  hours  later  they  move  reconsider- 
ation again  and  take  it  from  the  committee.  They 
voted  twice  to  lay  it  on  the  table  a  week,  then  to 
report  it  back  out  here  and  to  report  it  to  the 
Finance  Committee.  Now  we  come  out  here  and 
a  roll  call  vote  is  asked  for.  Well,  there  is  one 
certain  councilor  they  will  not  have  to  keep  tabs  on. 
It  is  on  the  official  records  for  the  Mayor  to  see. 
It  is  not  like  in  Executive.  We  have  our  clerk 
taking  one  roll  and  another  member  taking  another 
one  to  run  down  to  the  Mayor  tonight  or  tomorrow 
morning  about  it.  These  boys  that  blow  hot  and 
then  blow  cold,  they  do  not  know  any  more  now 
than  they  did  earlier  in  the  day  when  they  voted 
to  report  this  to  the  Committee  on  Finance.  You 
had  one  member  of  the  board  here  who  does  know 
a  little  something  about  boats.  I  for  one  do  not 
know  anything  at  all  about  boats.  But  we  have 
one  member  from  South  Boston  who  knows  a  little 
something  about  boats.  He  asked  that  this  go  into 
the  Committee  on  Finance.  You  had  a  taste  of  it 
here  today,  one  department  coming  back  for 
another  $9,000.  They  wanted  only  $7,000  but  they 
are  getting  $9,000.  How  some  of  the  councilors 
can  go  out  and  explain  to  your  constituents  is  be- 
yond me.  One  thing  I  do  not  like  is  to  see  some- 
thing like  this  tossed  around.  Apparently  when  it 
comes  to  being  made  a  matter  of  record  they  are 
going  to  start  switching.  These  gentlemen  who 
are  voting  and  asking  for  reconsideration  have 
learned  something  from  earlier  in  the  day.  I  think 
the  other  seven  or  eight  members  who  are  con- 
sistently voting  to  refer  this  to  the  Committee  on 
Finance  should  be  informed.  I  do  not  believe  that 
they  have  found  out  anything.  They  want  to  get 
in  the  good  graces  of  the  man  on  the  second  floor. 
I  am  going  to  ask  reconsideration.  I  hope  recon- 
sideration prevails.  I  hope  that  this  order  goes 
back  to  the  Committee  on  Finance  where  it  right- 
fully belongs. 

Coun.  MUCHNICK— Mr.  President,  talking 
on  the  motion  for  reconsideration,  there  is  at 
present  nothing  to  reconsider.  The  motion  for 
reconsideration  right  now  is  out  of  order.  Nothing 
has  been  passed  yet. 

President  KELLY — The  Chair  presumes  Coun- 
cilor Sullivan's  motion  to  reconsider  is  to  recon- 
sider the  vote  that  was  taken,  not  to  refer  the 
matter  to  the  Committee  on  Finance. 

Coun.  SULLIVAN— That  is  right. 

President  KELLY — If  that  is  his  thought,  that 
motion  is  in  order.  Talking  on  the  motion, 
Councilor  Muchnick. 

Coun.  MUCHNICK— It  seems  to  me  the 
problem  here  is  not  whether  anybody  wants  to 
be  popular  on  the  second  floor  or  whether  the 
Mayor  is  popular  with  the  members  of  the  City 
Council  or  anything  of  that  character.  This 
order  is  not  by  implication  a  popularity  contest. 
The  City  of  Boston  either  needs  fireboats  or  does 
not  need  fireboats.  If  we  have  a  marine  expert 
as  a  member  of  the  Council,  that  is  fine,  but  the 
properly  constituted  authority  who  has  taken  an 
oath  to  do  his  job  properly  came  in  before  the 
Executive  Committee  and  told  us  that  the  Fire 
Department  needs  these  boats,  needs  them  now 
and  can  get  them  now  at  prices  which  they  cannot 
duplicate  anywhere,  either  in  the  immediate  past 
or  future  and  that  there  is  a  danger  if  we  do  not 
act  quickly  that  we  will  not  get  anything.     We 
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can  hem  and  haw  around  here  all  night  tonight 
and  all  day  tomorrow  and  all  next  week  and  end 
up  with  somebody  saying  a  month  from  now,  if 
wo  wait  that  long,  there  is  still  more  information 
he  would  like  to  get.  To  me  that  seems  a  little 
silly,  almost  in  the  stupid  elass.  I  would  suggest 
we  carry  on  and  give  the  city  the  equipment  it 
needs,  particularly  when  we  can  get  it.  cheaply. 

President  KELLY — Talking  on  the  motion  to 
reconsider  the  matter  of  referring  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  Finance,  Councilor  Scannell. 

Coun.  SCANNELL— Mr.  President,  I  refer  to 
the  pending 

Coun.  KEENAN — Mr.  President,  a  point  of 
order.  I  think  a  few  weeks  ago  the  councilor 
from  Back  Bay  asked  everyone  to  keep  their 
coats  on. 

Coun.  BAYLEY — This  is  not  a  meeting,  this 
is  a  marathon. 

Coun.  SCANNELL — Mr.  President,  in  reference 
to  the  remarks  of  the  gentleman  from  Ward  14 
(Councilor  Muchnick)  where  he  said  it  was  stupid 
to  put  this  thing  over  for  another  week  or  a  month 
to  get  information,  I  hope  that  the  gentleman 
from  Ward  14  listened  to  the  Fire  Commissioner. 
If  there  was  anything  that  was  stupid  to  present 
to  a  body  of  men  in  public  life,  he  presented  it. 
When  I  asked  him  if  there  was  a  Coast  Guard 
fireboat  available  he  said,  "yes."  He  wants  to 
spend  $200,000  to  buy  two  minesweepers.  I 
wonder  whether  or  not  he  knows  the  war  is  over. 
They  are  worth  $25,000  apiece.  I  believe  that 
is  stupidity  on  the  part  of  the  Fire  Commissioner 
or  any  commissioner  looking  for  money  for  fire- 
boats.  I  know  for  a  fact  that  it  is  possible  to 
buy  fireboats  which  the  Coast  Guard  has  in 
surplus.  There  is  no  need  for  the  City  of  Boston 
to  buy  a  couple  of  minesweepers,  spending  probably 
$100,000  on  each  boat  to  put  pumps  on  them 
when  you  can  buy  boats  that  have  pumps.  I 
believe  the  remarks  of  the  councilor  from  Ward  14 
would  be  different  if  he  listened  strictly  to  the 
Fire  Commissioner.  The  Fire  Commissioner  was 
stupid  when  he  presented  such  an  argument  as 
that.  Now  all  I  want  to  do  is  find  out  today 
what  we  are  going  to  get  for  $200,000.  We  can 
put  it  over  for  a  week.  I  think  I  can  bring  back 
to  the  members  of  the  Body  a  favorable  report. 
If  we  are  going  to  spend  $200,000  for  a  boat  we 
can  use  in  the  city  for  fire  protection  then  let  us 
spend  $400,000.  It  was  like  the  boat  we  got  for 
Long  Island.  They  brought  it  to  Atlantic  avenue. 
It  went  aground.  It  is  necessary  to  have  a  little 
foresight,  to  look  out  and  see  what  we  are  going 
to  buy.  They  are  anxious  to  buy  the  boats. 
We  should  wait  a  week  to  find  out  what  we  are 
going  to  buy,  where  and  what  kind  of  boat  we  are 
going  to  buy. 

President  KELLY — The  question  comes  on 
reconsideration. 

Coun.  LINEHAN — Mr;  President,  did  you  say 
this  order  called  for  an  appropriation?  I  would 
like  to  ask  the  City  Clerk  through  you,  sir. 

President  KELLY — The  Chair  will  read  the 
first  three  lines,  "The  sum  of  $200,000  be  and 
the  same  hereby  is  appropriated  from  the  special 
account,  sales  of  city  property." 

Coun.  LINEHAN— Mr.  President,  I  would  like 
to  ask  the  clerk  through  you  how  he  would  con- 
strue section  2  of  Rule  25  of  our  Rules  governing 
the  City  Council. 

President  KELLY — That  rule  is  in  effect.  It  is 
the  policy  of  the  chairman  when  the  Mayor  seeks 
immediate  action  to  refer  the  matter  to  the  Execu- 
tive Committee  unless  there  is  objection.  There 
was  no  objection. 

Coun.  LINEHAN — Was  that  request  made  to 
the  members  of  the  Council? 

President  KELLY — I  referred  it  to  the  Execu- 
tive Committee  and  nobody  objected  at  that  time. 

Coun.  LINEHAN — I  am  wondering  if  you 
requested  any  objection. 

President  KELLY— The  order  was  read  and  I 
said,  "Referred  to  the  Executive  Committee." 
I  cannot  recall  any  objection. 

Coun.  LINEHAN — Mr.  President,  I  remember 
I  was  President  of  the  City  Council  for  a  few 
months.  I  always  tried  to  live  up  to  the  rules 
of  the  City  Council.  I  think  I  did.  Just  because 
his  Honor  the  Mayor  sends  up  an  order  saying 
that  he  needs  this  money  in  a  hurry,  and  that  is 
what  is  happening,  that  does  not  necessarily 
mean  it  is  a  hurry  up  order.  Let  us  take  this 
order  for  example.  This  is  not  like  Veterans' 
Housing.  It  is  a  request  for  $200,000  for  additional 
fireboats.  I  have  not  seen  any  dire  necessity  for 
additional    fireboats    at    the    present    time.     The 


Commissioner  in  charge  of  the  Fire  Department 
said  he  would  like  one  of  the  boats  anyhow.  To 
my  way  of  thinking  it  sounds  as  though  he  would 
be  glad  to  get  one  which  would  eventually  cost 
$100,000,  including  the  conversion  cost  of  making 
the  boat  into  a  fireboat.  It  seems  to  me  we  are 
batting  our  heads  against  the  wall  getting  nowhere 
trying  to  save  a  dollar  for  the  taxpayer.  Probably 
we  should  get  out  of  this  Honorable  Body  and  let 
everybody  go  to  town  and  spend  as  much  of  the 
city's  money  as  possible  without  question.  This 
does  not  only  go  for  this  $200,000  order  but  for 
the  $5,000,000  off-street  parking,  which  I  am 
going  to  vote  for  like  a  fool.  I  think  that  is  the 
way  I  will  feel  about  it  three  years  from  now.  It 
seems  to  me  it  is  about  time  some  of  the  City 
Councilors  got  up  here  and  at  least  asked  for 
information  and  see  to  it  that  they  get  it.  If  they 
get  the  information  and  they  vote  one  hundred 
per  cent  for  Curley  all  the  time,  that  is  all  well 
and  good.  It  seems  to  me  they  had  ought  to  go 
along  with  the  rest  of  the  members  of  the  Council 
vitally  interested  in  every  matter  pertaining  to  the 
a  ppropriations  of  money. 

(The  lights  in  the  Chamber  were  temporarily 
extinguished.) 

That  blackout  reminds  me  of  the  way  all  the 
orders  come  to  the  Council  from  his  Honor  the 
Mayor.  We  have  certainly  been  blacked  out  on 
almost  every  one  he  sends  up.  Now,  Mr.  President, 
one  of  the  so-called  minority  members  of  the 
Council,  the  gentleman  from  Back  Bay,  says  he  is 
proud  to  be  with  me.  I  am  glad  somebody  is 
proud.  I  certainly  am  not  very  proud  of  the  many 
things  going  on  in  the  City  Council  in  recent 
months  as  to  how  appropriations  are  being  voted 
through  in  the  City  Council  without  much  ques- 
tioning. I  do  not  think  it  is  anything  for  the  mem- 
bers of  the  City  Council  to  be  proud  of.  I  think 
all  of  the  councilors  even  though  they  are  for  these 
items  that  come  in  ffom  his  Honor  the  Mayor, 
even  though  they  think  sincerely  they  are  good 
ones,  I  still  think  those  councilors  that  request 
more  information,  particularly  when  the  order  has 
not  been  referred  to  the  proper  committees  for 
study,  I  think  that  the  brother  councilors  should 
give  them  at  least  a  little  consideration  and  permit 
it  to  go  to  some  committee  so  they  might  get  some 
information.  I  have  been^n  the  Navy.  Frankly, 
I  cannot  say  that  I  believe  any  of  these  mine- 
sweepers are  capable  of  being  made  into  fireboats. 
I  was  a  security  officer.  My  work  embraced  fire 
control,  control  of  fires  on  ships  at  naval  and  air 
stations  and  other  things.  I  do  not  know  much 
about  these  minesweepers.  I  was  in  the  Navy  and 
served  on  some  ships.  If  I  do  not  know  much  about 
it,  I  do  not  know  about  the  rest  of  the  councilors 
who  did  not  have  the  opportunity  or  the  misfortune 
of  serving  in  the  Navy.  I  say  misfortune  because 
since  I  have  seen  the  veterans  come  back,  I  do  not 
see  any  State,  City  or  Federal  office  holders  fighting 
very  hard  to  give  the  veterans  anything;  that  goes 
for  past  and  present  campaigners.  Now  it  is  about 
time,  regardless  of  the  veterans,  that  somebody  did 
something  up  here  about  protecting  the  taxpayers' 
money.  I,  as  one  member  of  the  Council,  can  say 
there  is  not  a  lot  of  protection  going  on  this  year. 
I  have  been  in  the  Council  and  this  is  my  fifth  year. 
I  should  say  it  is  probably  my  third  year.  I  was 
missing  for  a  while.  I  have  never  seen  money 
thrown  away  like  it  is  thrown  away  by  this  present 
City  Council.  I  do  not  think  if  the  taxpayers  get 
a  chance  to  vote  for  a  change  in  government  we 
would  get  it.  We  would  get  Plan  E.  If  this  keeps 
up,  I  will  vote  for  it.  I  do  not  mirid  admitting  it 
as  a  member  of  the  Council  even  if  it  means  never 
being  in  office  again.  It  is  time  all  the  well-meaning 
members  of  the  City  Council,  and  I  think  they  can 
all  be  well-meaning,  secure  information  from  de- 
partment heads.  Our  job  is  to  get  information.  It 
is  the  job  of  the  Mayor  and  department  heads  when 
looking  for  money  to  come  to  us  for  it  and  explain 
to  us  why  they  should  have  the  money.  They 
come  up  and  say  to  us,  "We  had  three  boats.  We 
have  two  now.  If  we  get  these  three  we  will  have 
five."  That  is  a  poor  argument.  We  never  had 
more  than  three  and  now  we  want  five.  I  have 
given  the  gentleman  from  Ward  14  on  more  than 
one  occasion  an  opportunity  to  demand  information 
in  the  past.  Now  he  says  we  are  stupid  if  we  look 
for  information.      I   think   those   were  his   words. 

Coun.  MUCHNICK— Mr.  President. 

President  KELLY — For  what  purpose  does  the 
gentleman  rise? 

Coun.  MUCHNICK — To  correct  a  statement. 
Will  the  stenographer  read  it  back? 
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Coun.  LINEHAN — Mr.  President,  a  point  of 
personal  privilege. 

Coun.  MUCHNICK— Will  the  stenographer 
read  it  back  and  correct  the  statement? 

Coun.  LINEHAN — Do  you  want  me  to  yield? 
I  will  yield  for  that  purpose. 

Coun.  MUCHNICK— I  think  if  the  stenog- 
rapher were  to  read  the  record  it  would  correct  it. 

President  KELLY — We  want  to  live  up  to  the 
rules  of  the  Council.  You  have  eight  and  a  half 
minutes. 

Coun.  LINEHAN — If  he  says  there  were  words 
to  that  effect,  I  will  take  his  word  for  it. 

President  KELLY — Continue. 

Coun.  LINEHAN— Mr.  President,  it  seems  to 
me,  if  nothing  else,  those  of  us  who  want  to  talk 
until  the  cows  come  home  should  be  permitted 
to  do  so  without  employing  dilatory  tactics  like 
some  of  the  smart  lawyers  employ  here.  I  am  a 
lawyer  and  I  have  not  employed  dilatory  tactics. 
I  have  fought  in  every  instance  for  something 
I  thought  right.  Because  I  might  have  thought 
something  was  right,  someone  else  thought  it  was 
wrong.  I  do  not  say  a  man  should  not  have 
more  information.  I  think  he  always  should  have 
more  information.  It  is  about  time  all  the  coun- 
cilors pay  respect  to  other  councilors  and  give 
them  a  right  to  some  information.  In  this  order, 
what  information  have  you  got?  We  have  three 
boats.  If  we  get  two  more,  we  will  have  five. 
That  is  what  it  amounts  to.  The  Fire  Commis- 
sioner admits  one  boat  would  put  us  in  as  good 
shape  as  we  ever  were.  As  far  as  protecting  the 
waterfront  is  concerned,  I  have  not  heard  of  any 
big  demand  to  get  more  boats  to  protect  the 
harbor.  I  have  not  heard  that  from  the  Port 
Authority.  I  guess  they  would  be  interested  in 
getting  more  boats  to  protect  property  along  the 
waterfront.  I  have  not  heard  anything  like  that. 
If  I  did,  I  would  quickly  go  along  with  the  order. 
All  I  have  is  the  Commissioner  of  the  Fire  Depart- 
ment coming  up  and  saying  he  wants  it.  So  far 
we  have  given  it  to  him.  I  have  voted  a  lot  of 
money  so  far  for  his  Honor  the  Mayor  to  spend. 
Some  of  these  things  go  against  the  grain. 

President  KELLY — Councilor,  I  have  been 
patient.  You  have  talked  eleven  minutes  and  a 
quarter.  You  have  gone  one  minute  and  a  quarter 
over.  I  want  to  be  fair  but  I  want  to  live  up  to 
the  law. 

Coun.  LINEHAN — I  do  not  want  anything 
extra.     I  will  sit  down. 

President  KELLY — I  have  been  patient.  I 
want  to  live  up  to  the  rules. 

Coun.  LINEHAN — See  that  you  live  up  to 
them  all  the  time. 

President  KELLY— I  will. 

Coun.  BAYLEY — Mr.  President,  are  we  speak- 
ing on  reconsideration  or  passage  of  the  order? 

President  KELLY — Reconsideration  of  the  vote 
taken  to  refer  this  matter  to  the  Committee  on 
Finance. 

Coun.  BAYLEY— Mr.  President,  I  ask  that 
the  members  consider  the  rules  we  passed  back 
on  February  4  of  this  year  which  the  brilliant 
councilor  from  Ward  7  (Councilor  Linehan)  so 
well  brought  out.  We  make  those  rules  so  that 
we  do  not  act  hastily  on  important  matters  like 
this  which  is  before  us.  I  have  little  to  add  to 
what  he  has  said  except  that  we  have  asked  now 
for  three  more  boats.  It  was  scarcely  three 
months  ago  we  were  asked  for  a  boat  which  is 
still  four  months  away  from  commission.  One 
of  the  reasons  advanced  as  to  why  we  should  get 
these  fireboats  is  that  back  about  a  month  ago 
there  was  a  fire  involving  some  Navy  or  surplus 
property.  They  were  not  able  to  put  it  out.  We 
had  to  go  with  our  fireboats  and  help  them  put  it 
out.  Well,  Mr.  President,  I  feel  very  strongly 
that  the  federal  government  has  a  great  deal  of 
money.  They  should  have  the  ability  to  put  out 
their  own  fires.  It  is  not  our  job  to  go  running 
with  our  fireboats  to  protect  their  ships  in  the 
harbor,  in  my  estimation.  If  that  is  the  only 
reason  for  the  fireboats,  I  am  against  them.  I 
also  asked  if  there  was  extra  danger  of  inflammable 
material  along  the  waterfront  which  would  require 
three  more  fireboats  than  we  have  ever  had  before 
or  if  any  marine  insurance  company  were  able  to 
show  a  great  increase  of  rates.  In  that  matter 
I  "did  not  receive  any  such  information.  Just  b<  - 
cause  a  loan  order  is  sent  up  here,  we  should  not 
pass  it  the  same  day.  We  have  the  rule  to  protect 
us  against  hasty  action.  It  is  high  time  that  we 
considered  it  and  the  taxpayers'  position.  As  the 
councilor  from  Ward  7  (Councilor  Linehan)  said, 
Plan  E  will  be  on  the  ballot.    If  you  want  that  to 


happen,  keep  on  acting  this  way  and  pass  orders 
without  getting  some  information.  I  have  the 
greatest  admiration  for  the  Fire  Commissioner.  I 
think  he  is  the  greatest  we  have  had.  But  we  have 
not  had  sufficient  information.  Let  us  have  some 
regard  for  those  who  pay  the  bills  before  the  city 
gets  in  a  worse  financial  state.  I  hope  reconsider- 
ation prevails. 

Coun.  CHASE — Mr.  President,  I  am  going  to 
be  brief.  I  am  in  full  accord  with  the  gentleman 
from  Ward  5  (Councilor  Bayley)  and  what  he  has 
said  pertaining  to  the  fireboats  or  the  proposed 
purchasing  of  additional  fireboats.  I  might  go  even 
further.  I  think  if  the  gentleman  from  Ward  5 
was  just  a  little  more  alert  on  the  expenditure  of 
the  five  million  dollars,  maybe  the  taxpayers  would 
benefit  too. 

President  KELLY — The  motion  is  on  recon- 
sideration. 

Coun.  MADDEN— Mr.  President,  I  heartily 
concur  with  the  able  words,  the  splendid  words,  of 
the  councilor  from  Ward  4  (Councilor  Chase).  I 
hope  also  that  the  councilor  from  Ward  5  (Coun- 
cilor Bayley)  will  remember  when  other  orders 
come  up  such  as  the  five  million  dollars,  that  they 
too  should  be  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Finance. 
It  seems  strange  to  me  that  with  all  the  thousands 
of  naval  craft  in  the  harbor  that  the  City  of  Boston 
has  to  protect  Navy  property.  It  does  not  make 
sense  to  me.  As  Councilor  Linehan  so  ably  said,  I 
cannot  understand  why  the  Mayor  is  in  such  a 
hurry  for  all  this  stuff.  It  has  to  be  pushed  through 
now.  Every  time  I  go  down  to  the  Mayor  I  have 
said,  "I  have  a  fellow  working  in  one  of  your  de- 
partments, working  thirty-three  years,  getting 
$32."  He  says,  "It  is  too  bad,  I  will  see  you  next 
week  about  taking  care  of  it."  Every  time  I  get  a 
.big  handshake.  It  is  the  greatest  one-man  show 
I  have  ever  seen  in  my  life.  I  think  it  is  about  time 
that  the  people  of  Boston  sort  of  took  stock  of  what 
they  have  around  here  and  say,  "Listen,  Mr. 
Mayor,  I  have  a  flock  of  people  coming  to  me  with 
these  tax  things.  What  is  going  on?  Every  week 
you  get  a  new  order  to  speed  through  and  when 
we  ask  for  a  playground  we  cannot  get  anything." 
I  have  no  antipathy  toward  the  Mayor. 

Coun.  CAREY — Mr.  President,  I  did  not  at- 
tend the  Executive  Committee  meeting  today  but 
I  would  like  to  say  some  months  ago  I  talked  with 
a  career  man  in  the  Fire  Department  who,  during 
the  war,  was  in  the  Coast  Guard.  He  had  con- 
siderable to  do  with  surveying  the  conditions 
existing  along  the  waterfront  from  the  fire  hazard 
standpoint.  He  told  me,  if  we  were  unfortunate 
enough  here  in  Boston  to  have  a  fire  of  serious 
proportions  start,  God  only  knew  what  would 
happen  before  it  was  extinguished.  If  I  recall 
distinctly,  he  told  me  also  during  the  war  on  more 
than  one  occasion  the  Coast  Guard  boats  were 
asked  to  come  to  the  assistance  of  the  City  of 
Boston  fireboats  in  quelling  fires  along  the  water- 
front. I  am  loathe  to  believe  the  Fire  Commis- 
sioner would  appear  before  the  Council  today  and 
tell  the  members  of  the  Body  that  these  mine- 
sweepers, so  called,  could  be  so  fitted  as  to  make 
it  possible  for  them  to  be  used  as  fireboats  in  the 
harbor.  Perhaps  a  week's  delay  would  not  be  of 
too  serious  consequence.  I  daresay,  however, 
even  with  a  week's  delay,  the  Committee  on  Fi- 
nance, if  the  matter  were  referred  there,  would 
report  back  that  the  order  ought  to  pass  and  that 
these  boats  could  be  purchased.  Furthermore  it 
seems  to  me,  if  it  is  possible  for  the  city  to  buy  a 
325,000  boat  that  is  purported  to  be  worth  $450,000, 
the  city  should  take  advantage  of  the  opportunity. 

The  question  came  on  reconsideration.  The 
Chair  was  in  doubt  and  asked  for  a  standing  vote. 
Reconsideration  was  defeated,  yeas  11,  nays  7. 
Councilor  Bayley  requested  a  roll  call  vote  and, 
a  sufficient  number  of  councilors  having  joined 
him,  the  clerk  called  the  roll. 

Coun.  SULLIVAN— Mr.  President,  a  point  of 
information.  I  am  wondering  if  the  clerk  needs 
any  assistance  in  tabulating  the  vote. 

President  KELLY — The  point  is  well  taken. 

The  clerk  called  the  roll  and  the  motion  for 
reconsideration  was  defeated,  yeas  7,  nays  10: 

Yeas — Councilors  Bayley,  Chase,  Linehan, 
Madden,  Russo,  Scannell,  Sullivan. 

Nays — Councilors  Bryan,  Cantwell,  Carey,  Fish, 
Hannon,  Hurley,  Kelly,  Lane,  McCormack, 
Muchnick. 

Present — Councilors  Cook,  Keenan. 

The  question  came  on  the  passage  of  the  order. 

Coun.  SCANNELL— Mr.  President,  if  it  is  in 
order,  I  move  that  this  be  laid  on  the  table  for 
one  week. 
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President  KELLY — The  motion  is  in  order. 

The  motion  came  to  lay  on  the  table  for  one 
week.  It  was  not  a  vote.  Councilor  Scannell 
doubted  the  vote  and,  a  sufficient  number  of 
councilors  having  joined  him,  the  clerk  called  the 
roll.  The  motion  to  lay  on  the  table  for  one  week 
was  lost,  yeas  7,  nays  10: 

Yeas — Councilors  Bayley,  Chase,  Linehan, 
Madden,  Russo,  Scannell,  Sullivan. 

Nays — Councilors  Bryan,  Cantwell,  Carey, 
Fish,  Hannon,  Hurley,  Kelly,  Lane,  McCormack, 
Muchnick. 

Present — Councilors  Cook,   Keenan. 

The  question  came  on  the  passage  of  the  order. 

Conn.  RUSSO — Mr.  President,  I  now  move  we 
send  this  to  the  Committee  on  Finance.  I  believe 
that  is  the  proper  committee  it  should  be  sent  to. 

Coun.  MUCHNICK— Mr.  President,  a  point  of 
order. 

Coun.  COOK — Mr.  President,  a  point  of  order. 

President  KELLY — That  motion  is  in  order. 
A  motion  is  now  made  to  refer  the  matter  to  the 
Committee  on  Finance. 

Coun.  MUCHNICK— Mr.  President,  a  point  of 
order.  Do  I  understand,  once  reconsideration 
of  a  motion  has  been  had  and  lost,  a  new  motion 
for  the  same  purpose  is  again  in  order? 

President  KELLY — If  there  have  been  inter- 
vening motions,  the  motion  is  in  order. 

Coun.  RUSSO — In  making  the  motion  to  refer 
to  the  Committee  on  Appropriations,  I  believe 
we  have  rules  that  we  adopted  at  the  beginning 
of  the  year.  I  feel  that  this  is  an  order  asking 
for  an  appropriation  and  it  should  have  been 
referred  to  the  proper  committee  in  the  beginning. 
However,  it  might  be  an  oversight  on  my  part 
or  on  the  part  of  some  of  the  councilors,  but  there 
was  no  objection  raised  at  the  time  the  President 
referred  it  to  the  Executive  Committee.  Where 
there  are  many  councilors  who  would  like  to  get 
more  information,  I  do  not  feel  we  ought  to 
vote  in  haste  upon  this,  especially  having  in  mind, 
Mr.  President,  that  the  Fire  Commissioner,  as  I 
recall,  made  the  statement  he  would  be  satisfied 
if  we  gave  him  at  least  one  boat  of  the  larger  size, 
the  mate  of  the  first  boat  which  the  Council 
approved  some  time  ago.  Mr.  President,  I  ask 
for  order  here. 

President  KELLY — The  Council  will  be  in  order. 

Coun.  RUSSO — I  feel  that  the  councilor  herd 
on  my  left  at  the  present  time,  councilor  from 
Ward  14  (Councilor  Muchnick) ,  seems  to  resent 
anybody's  interrupting  him  but  still  he  will  freely 
interrupt  anybody  and  I  for  one  resent  it. 

Coun.  MUCHNICK— Mr.  President,  I  have 
always  been  taught  that  if  I  cannot  hold  my 
audience  I  should  not  complain  about  it. 

Coun.  LINEHAN — Mr.  President,  a  point  of 
order.  I  suggest  the  President  request  the  gentle- 
man from  Ward  14  to  get  in  his  regular  seat. 

President  KELLY — The  suggestion  is  well  taken. 
Councilor,  will  you  kindly  sit  in  your  own  chair. 

Coun.  COOK — Mr.  President,  a  point  of  order. 
It  is  my  impression  under  our  rules,  Rule  19  and 
Rule  20,  that  when  a  vote  is  taken  on  a  motion 
and  then  it  is  reconsidered,  you  cannot  bring  up 
that  same  subject  matter  at  that  same  meeting. 

President  KELLY — The  point  of  order  is  well 
taken.  The  Chair  was  wrong  in  its  ruling.  The 
motion  to  refer  back  to  the  Committee  on  Finance 
again  is  out  of  order. 

Coun.  RUSSO — Mr.  President,  a  point  of  order. 

Coun.  LINEHAN— Mr.  President. 

President  KELLY — Councilor  Russo,  state  your 
point  of  order. 

Coun.  RUSSO — I  believe  my  motion  is  to  refer 
to  the  Appropriations  Committee  and  not  to  the 
same  committee. 

President  KELLY — Your  motion  is  to  refer  to 
the  Finance  Committee  and  the  Chair  ruled  you 
were  in  order.  The  Chair  admits  his  mistake. 
If  you  want  to  make  a  motion  to  refer  to  the 
Committee  on  Appropriations  you  are  in  order. 

Coun.  RUSSO — Mr.  President,  that  is  why  I 
called  your  attention  to  the  need  for  having  a 
little  more  seriousness  when  any  one  of  us  speaks. 
I  believe  that  you  can  go  back  to  the  stenographic 
report  and  you  will  find  that  I  made  the  motion, 
after  the  motion  was  defeated  on  reconsideration, 
to  refer  to  the  Finance  Commission.  I  made  a 
motion  to  refer  this  matter  to  the  Appropriations 
Committee. 

President  KELLY — To  clear  the  matter  up, 
will  the  .sleriograpln-i  kindl.\  v,<>  back  and  lead  to 
the  councilor  what  the  motion  was? 


The  stenographer  read  back:  "Coun.  RUSSO — 
Mr.  President,  I  now  move  that  we  send  this  to 
the  Committee  on  Finance." 

President  KELLY — This  motion  is  out  of  order. 
If  you  want  to  make  a  motion  to  refer  the  matter 
to  the  Committee  on  Appropriations,  you  may. 

Coun.  SULLIVAN — Mr.  President,  a  point  of 
order.  This  originally  started  on  my  asking  for 
reconsideration  of  the  report  of  the  Executive 
Committee  and  not  in  referring  this  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  Finance. 

President  KELLY — That  is  right. 

Coun.  SULLIVAN — There  was  no  motion  made 
on  the  floor  here  until  Councilor  Russo  made  it 
in  reference  to  the  Finance  Committee  before 
this  Body.  Reconsideration  was  of  the  vote 
taken  on  the  report  of  the  Executive  Committee. 

President  KELLY — There  was  a  vote  taken, 
councilor,  in  referring  this  matter  to  the  Committee 
on  Finance.  Councilor  Russo,  do  you  want  to 
make  a  motion  to  refer  to  the  Committee  on 
Appropriations? 

Coun.  RUSSO— Yes,  Mr.  President. 

President  KELLY — You  are  in  order. 

The  motion  came  on  referring  the  matter  to  the 
Committee  on  Appropriations. 

Coun.  RUSSO — Mr.  President,  if  I  have  moved 
to  refer  it  back  to  the  Finance  Committee,  it  was 
not  my  intent.  I  believe  in  my  opening  remarks 
I  stated  the  proper  committee,  the  Appropriations 
Committee,  and  that  was  the  proper  committee 
this  should  have  been  referred  to.  I  even  made 
reference  to  the  fact  that  it  might  be  an  oversight 
on  my  part  or  an  oversight  on  the  part  of  some 
of  the  councilors  in  not  objecting  when  the  Presi- 
dent referred  it  to  the  Executive  Committee. 
I  had  in  mind  sending  it  to  the  Appropriations 
Committee,  which  I  feel  is  the  appropriate  com- 
mittee this  order  should  go  into.  I  feel,  Mr. 
President,  that  in  view  of  the  fact  that  the  Com- 
missioner has  made  the  statement  in  Executive 
he  would  be  willing  to  accept  only  one  boat  instead 
of  three,  having  that  in  mind,  Mr.  President,  I 
believe  that  the  Fire  Commissioner  himself  at 
the  present  time  does  not  know  whether  he  should 
have  one  or  should  have  three.  Therefore  I  move 
that  this  matter  be  referred  to  the  Committee 
on  Appropriations. 

President  KELLY — The  question  is  on  referring 
this  matter  to  the  Committee  on  Appropriations. 

The  question  came  on  referring  the  matter  to 
the  Committee  on  Appropriations.  It  was  not 
a  vote.  Councilor  Russo  doubted  the  vote  and 
asked  for  a  roll  call.  A  sufficient  number  of 
councilors  having  joined  him,  the  clerk  called 
the  roll.  The  motion  to  refer  to  the  Committee 
on  Appropriations  was  lost,  yeas  7,  nays  II : 

Yeas — Councilors  Bayley,  Linehan,  Madden, 
Russo,  Scannell,  Sullivan,  Chase. 

Nays — Councilors  Bryan,  Cantwell,  Carey, 
Cook,  Fish,  Hannon,  Hurley,  Keenan,  Kelly, 
Lane,  Muchnick. 

The  question  came  on  passage  of  the  order. 

Coun.  MUCHNICK— Mr.  President. 

Coun.  BAYLEY— Mr.  President. 

Coun.  MUCHNICK— Mr.  President,  I  move 
the  previous  question. 

President  KELLY — Councilor  Muchnick  moves 
the  present  question  and  there  is  no  debate. 

Coun.  BAYLEY— Mr.  President. 

President  KELLY — There  is  no  debate,  and  the 
question  is  on  the  passage  of  the  order. 

Coun.  HANNON— The  question,  Mr.  President, 
is  on  the  adoption  of  the  previous  question. 

Coun.  MUCHNICK— Mr.  President,  I  with- 
draw the  motion. 

Coun.  LINEHAN— Mr.  President,  a  point  of 
order.  * 

President  KELLY — Councilor  Muchnick  with- 
draws his  motion. 

Coun.  SULLIVAN— Mr.  President,  I  object. 
He  is  withdrawing  it  because  of  a  threat  from  the 
man  on  my  left,  and  the  gentleman  ought  to  resign 
from  this  Body  right  now. 

President  KELLY — The  Council  will  be  in  order. 
The  councilor  is  withdrawing  his  motion. 

Coun.  LINEHAN— Mr.  President,  how  can 
he  withdraw  it  if  one  of  us  objects? 

President  KELLY — Just  a  moment. 

Coun.  LINEHAN— Mr.  President,  a  point  of 
order. 

President  KELLY' — Are  you  objecting  to  Coun- 
cilor Muclinick's  withdrawing  his  motion? 

Coun.   LINEHAN— Mr.   President,   I  object. 

Coun.  SULLIVAN— I  object. 

Coun.  LINEHAN— Mr.  President,  a  point  of 
order. 
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President  KELLY — The  Council  will  be  in  order. 

Coun.  LINEHAN — Mr.  President,  the  motion 
cannot  even  be  considered.  He  is  not  in  his  right 
seat. 

President  KELLY — The  Council  will  be  in  order ^ 

Coun.  LINEHAN — I  am  in  order.  You  are 
out  of  order. 

President  KELLY — The  Council  will  be  in  order. 

Coun.  LINEHAN— He  is  still  in  the  thirteenth 
seat. 

President  KELLY — I  will  ask  you  to  respect  the 
President  of  the  Council. 

Coun.  LINEHAN — I  respect  him. 

President  KELLY — The  Chair  will  state  the 
motion  was  not  put  by  the  Chair  and  therefore  can 
be  withdrawn.  The  question  now  is  on  the  passage 
of  the  order. 

Coun.  BAYLEY— Mr.  President.  ,In  view  of 
the  fact  the  Fire  Commissioner  said  one  boat 
was  all  right  now  and  the  other  two  boats  could  not 
be  secured  until  November,  I  move  the  order  be 
cut  from  $200,000  to  $100,000. 

The  question  came  on  the  motion  to  cut  the 
appropriation  from  $200,000  to  $100,000,  and  the 
motion  was  defeated. 

Councilor  Bayley  doubted  the  vote  and  asked 
for  a  roll  call.  A  sufficient  number  of  councilors 
having  joined  him,  the  clerk  called  the  roll,  and 
the  motion  was  lost,  yeas  6,  nays  11: 

Yeas — Councilors  Bayley,  Chase,  Linehan, 
Madden,  Russo,  Scannell. 

Nays — Councilors  Bryan,  Cantwell,  Carey,  Fish, 
Hannon,  Hurley,  Keenan,  Kelly,  Lane,  Mc- 
Cormack, Muchnick. 

Present — Councilors  Cook,  Sullivan. 

The  question  came  on  the  passage  of  the  order. 

Coun.  RUSSO — Mr.  President,  may  I  bring  to 
the  attention  of  the  Council  that  some  time  ago 
the  Fire  Commissioner  and  his  Honor  the  Mayor 
submitted  to  this  Body  an  order  for  $100,000,  in 
order  to  acquire  a  boat  from  the  federal  govern- 
ment to  be  turned  over  as  a  fireboat.  At  that 
time  it  was  stated  it  was  sufficient.  Never  once 
was  any  statement  made  that  we  needed  three 
additional  fireboats.  I  am  wondering  why  it  is 
that  the  Council  is  in  so  much  haste  to  pass  this 
order  at  the  present  time  without  referring  it  to 
the  proper  committee  to  find  out  what  brought 
up  the  need  for  three  extra  fireboats  and  the 
spending  of  $200,000. 

Coun.  MUCHNICK— Mr.  President,  a  point  of 
order.  It  seems  to  me  that  it  is  unfair  to  the 
rest  of  the  Council  to  have  one  or  two  councilors 
repeating  the  same  statements  and  arguments  on 
several  different  motions  which  appears  to  me 
to  be  only  for  the  purpose  of  delaying  final  action. 
I  think  it  is  incumbent  upon  you  as  President  to 
rule  people  who  do  that  out  of  order. 

Coun.  RUSSO— Mr.  President. 

President  KELLY — Kindly  confine  your  remarks 
as  closely  as  you  can. 

Coun.  RUSSO— I  think  I  am. 

Coun.  LINEHAN— Mr.  President. 

President  KELLY — Fer  what  purpose  does  the 
gentleman  rise? 

Coun.  LINEHAN — A  point  of  parliamentary 
inquiry.  How  long  is  it  since  a  gentleman  can  be 
ruled  out  of  order  because  he  might  repeat  what 
another  councilor  has  already  said? 

President  KELLY — I  have  not  ruled  him  out  of 
order. 

Coun.  RUSSO— Did  you  rule  on  that? 

President  KELLY— I  told  the  councilor  to 
confine  his  remarks  as  closely  as  he  could.  I  did 
not  rule  him  out  of  order. 

Coun.  RUSSO— Mr.  President,  we  had  the 
opportunity  of  having  the  Fire  Commissioner  here 
today.  If  the  Chairman  of  the  Executive  Com- 
mittee can  recall,  I  asked  him  if  I  could  ask  the 
Fire  Commissioner  certain  questions  not  pertaining 
to  the  fireboats  and  he  said  that  I  could  not.  I 
refrained  from  asking  those  questions.  But  I 
would  like  to  find  out  now.  We  gave  the  Fire 
Commissioner  $100,000  or  more  some  time  ago 
to  improve  the  fire-fighting  apparatus  that  we  have 
in  the  City  of  Boston.  It  is  disgraceful  when 
four  individuals  lose  their  lives  on  account  of  not 
having  the  proper  fire  equipment.  Here  we  are 
with  no  information  given  us.  From  his  own  lips 
the  Fire  Commissioner  said  only  one  boat  is 
needed,  perhaps,  in  addition  to  the  one  which  is 
not  finished  at  the  present  time,  and  for  which  we 
gave  $100,000  some  time  ago.  Still  the  Council 
wants  to  give  $200,000.  I  do  not  know  and 
perhaps  a  few  more  do  not  know  if  we  really  need 
thiee  boats  or  one  additional  boat,  which  may  be 
sufficient.     I   even  asked  the  Fire  Commissioner 


if  the  fire-fighting  forces  on  our  boats  were  sufficient, 
if  the  Navy  Department  and  the  Coast  Guard 
Department  had  sufficient  fireboats  to  protect 
their  own  interests.  He  said  that  naturally  the 
Navy  and  Coast  Guard  had  aggravated  the 
condition — that  this  condition  warrants  these 
other  three.  I  asked  him  if  he  ever  asked  the 
Navy  Department  or  Coast  Guard  Department 
if  the  apparatus  was  sufficient  and  he  said,  "No." 
Let  us  be  fair.  This  is  too  much  haste.  We  have 
to  pass  it  today.  If  it  were  a  boat  already  in 
operation,  ready  and  fit  to  be  put  in  service,  then 
I  would  say,  well  perhaps  we  might  need  it,  we  do 
not  know.  But  this  is  something  that  may  take 
another  year  before  it  will  be  accomplished. 
Therefore,  what  does  one  or  two  weeks  mean  in 
so  far  as  these  boats  are  concerned?  Mr.  President, 
I  hope  we  give  this  matter  careful  attention.  I 
do  not  feel  the  Council  ought  to  pass  it  at  the 
present  time. 

President  KELLY — The  question  is  on  the 
passage  of  the  order. 

Coun.  BARLEY— Mr.  President,  this  is  an 
important  matter.  We  have  another  important 
matter  before  us.  We  have  been  in  session  for 
more  than  nine  hours.  Our  tempers  are  a  little 
bit  frayed.  It  is  hard  for  us  to  carry  on  the  work 
of  the  City  of  Boston  in  as  cool,  calm  and  deliberate 
a  manner  as  we  often  do.  In  view  of  the  fact  that 
this  is  so  and  that  we  are  not  continuing  to  debate 
in  our  usual  flawless  manner,  I  move  we  do  now 
adjourn. 

President  KELLY — Councilor  Bayley  moves  we 
do  now  adjourn.     There  is  no  debate. 

The  question  came  on  a  motion  to  adjourn. 
It  was  not  carried.  Councilor  Bayley  doubted 
the  vote  and  asked  for  a  roll  call.  A  sufficient 
number  of  councilors  having  joined  him,  the  roll 
was  called  and  the  motion  to  adjourn  was  lost, 
yeas  5,  nays  11: 

Yeas — Councilors  Bayley,  Chase,  Linehan, 
Madden,  Russo. 

Nays — Councilors  Bryan,  Cantwell,  Cook,  Fish, 
Hannon,  Hurley,  Keenan,  Kelly,  McCormack, 
Muchnick,  Scannell. 

The  question  came  on  the  passage  of  the  order. 

Coun.  HURLEY — Mr.  President,  I  now  make 
a  motion  we  recess  for  one  hour  to  get  coffee. 

President  KELLY — The  question  is  on  the 
passage  of  the  order.     The  motion  is  out  of  order. 

Coun.  CAREY— Mr.  President,  a  point  of 
information.     Why  is  that  out  of  order? 

President  KELLY — A  motion  to  adjourn  was 
just  acted  on. 

Coun.  BAYLEY — This  is  a  motion  to  recess. 

President  KELLY — It  is  out  of  order. 

Coun.  BAYLEY— Why?  It  is  not  the  same 
motion.     It  is  a  motion  to  recess. 

Coun.  FISH — Mr.  President,  I  move  we  proceed. 

Coun.  BAYLEY — Do  you  rule  it  is  out  of 
order? 

President  KELLY — The  Chair  rules  the  motion 
is  out  of  order. 

Coun.  BAYLEY— I  doubt  the  ruling  of  the 
Chair. 

President  KELLY — Councilor  Bayley  ap- 
peals the  ruling  of  the  Chair.  The  Chair  will 
state  the  motion  coming  immediately  after  a 
motion  to  adjourn  is  out  of  order. 

Coun.  BAYLEY— I  doubt  the  ruling. 

President  KELLY — Councilor  Bayley  appeals 
the  ruling  of  the  Chair. 

Coun.  CHASE — Mr.  President,  a  point  of 
parliamentary  inquiry. 

President  KELLY — No  points  are  in  order. 
Do  you  seek  an  appeal? 

Coun.  CHASE— All  right. 

Coun.  BAYLEY— I  do  not. 

The  question  came  on  the  passage  of  the  order, 
and  the  clerk  called  the  roll.  The  order  passed, 
yeas  10,  nays  6: 

Yeas — Councilors  Bryan,  Cantwell,  Carey,  Fish, 
Hannon,  Hurley,  Kelly,  Lane,  McCormack, 
Muchnick. 

Nays — Councilors  Bayley,  Chase,  Linehan, 
Madden,  Russo,  Scannell. 

Present — Councilors  Cook,  Moriarty,  Sullivan. 


RECESS. 

Coun.  KEENAN — Mr.  President,  is  it  in  order 
now  to  take  a  short  recess? 

President  KELLY — Councilor,  we  are  going  on 
with  the  reports  of  the  Executive  Committee.  Do 
you  press  your  motion? 

Coun.  KEENAN— Yes. 
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President  KELLY  —How  long  a  recess? 

Coun.   KKK\  \\       1. 1  half-past  twelve. 

Coun.  LINEHAN— Mr.  President,  1  wonder 
if  we  can  get  some  of  our  orders  in. 

President  KELLY — You  said  a  short  recess? 

Coun.  KEENAN — I  have  been  here  all  after- 
noon . 

President  KELLY — Everybody  else  lias  been, 
too. 

Coun.  KEENAN — It  is  now  quarter-past 
eleven.  I  make  a  motion  that  we  recess  to  half-past 
twelve. 

Coun.  MADDEN— Mr.  President,  until  nine 
o'clock  tomorrow  morning. 

President  KELLY — We  arc  voting  on  a  motion. 

The  question  came  on  recessing  from  11.15  p.m. 
to  12.30  a.m.  The  Chair  was  in  doubt  and  asked 
for  a  standing  vote. 

Coun.  MUCHNICK— Mr.  President,  before 
the  vote  is  announced,  a  point  of  order. 

President  KELLY — State  your  point  of  order. 

Coun.  MUCHNICK— It  seems  to  me  that 
certain  members  were  voting  who  were  not  in  their 
seats  and  their  votes  should  not  be  counted. 

President  KELLY — It  is  too  late  to  call  the 
Chair's  attention  to  it. 

Coun.  HANNON — It  is  a  standing  vote  and 
not  a  sitting  vote. 

The  motion  to  recess  until  12.30  a.m.  carried, 
yeas  13,  nays  7. 

The  members  reassembled  and  were  called  to 
order  by  President  Kelly  at  12.30  a.m. 

6.  Report  on  message  of  Mayor  and  order 
(referred  August  19)  for  loan  of  $5,000,000  to  be 
expended  under  direction  of  Board  of  Real  Estate 
Commissioners  for  public  off-street  parking 
facilities  —  recommending  that  same  ought  to 
pass. 

Coun.  MADDEN — Mr.  President,  perhaps  I 
owe  my  brother  councilors  an  apology  if  in  any 
way  I  have  been  keeping  them  up  late.  I  have  no 
antipathy,  no  opposition  to  parking  as  such.  God 
knows  we  need  it,  but  the  thing  that  has  kept 
burning  me  up  for  a  long  while  as  I  said  before  is 
the  fact  that  great  newspapers  like  the  Boston 
Traveler  have  as  a  headline  in  their  platform,  "We 
Favor  Veterans'  Housing."  Gentlemen,  you  would 
not  have  any  business  or  city  or  anything  if  it  were 
not  for  the  veterans.  I  think  it  is  high  time  that 
the  newspapers,  the  members  of  the  Boston  City 
Council,  the  Legislature  and  Congress  took  some 
concerted  action  to  help  alleviate  the  housing 
shortage.  My  second  objection  to  the  proposed 
off-street  parking  is  the  fact  that  in  my  district, 
like  other  districts,  I  have  been  utterly  unable  to 
get  many  improvements.  During  the  recess  I  have 
been  informed  by  the  Park  Commissioner  that  the 
good  people  in  Brighton  will  after  nine  months 
finally  get  some  action  on  the  Oak  Square  Park.  I 
have  also  been  informed  that  the  kids  in  Brighton 
after  some  seven  or  eight  months  will  get  some  use 
out  of  the  other  park.  So,  gentlemen,  I  have  no 
objection  to  off-street  parking,  and  I  hereby 
signify  my  intention  to  vote  for  the  order. 

Coun.  HANNON— Mr.  President,  I  do  not 
want  to  carry  on  this  debate  any  further  but  I 
think  that  many  statements  in  the  newspapers  and 
many  statements  made  here  by  fellow  members 
of  the  Council  have  been  interpreted  to  mean  that 
this  or  that  particular  member  is  opposed  to  off- 
street  parking.  I  do  not  think  there  is  any  such 
consideration  as  that.  I  believe  each  one  of  the 
twenty-two  members  here  is  in  faVor  of  off-street 
parking.  The  question  is,  as  far  as  I  am  concerned, 
whether  we,  as  members  of  the  city  government, 
are  entitled  to  certain  information.  Regardless  of 
what  methods  must  be  used  to  obtain  that  in- 
formation I  still  feel  that  each  one  of  us  has  a 
solemn  obligation  to  the  people  who  sent  us  here 
to  know  when  and  where  and  why  this  money  is 
being  spent.  Nobody  here  wants  to  be  regarded 
as  a  retarder  and  obstructionist.  Yet  I,  having 
served  in  the  Legislature,  know  full  well  that  this 
bill  would  not  have  come  down  here  in  its  present 
form  unless  great  pains  were  taken  to  meticulously 
eradicate  the  City  Council  from  anything  in  con- 
nection with  the  spending  of  this  money.  I  am 
perfectly  willing  to  admit  that  off-street  parking 
is  one  of  the  main  problems  we  face?  But  I  agree 
with  the  councilor  from  Ward  22  (Councilor 
Madden)  that  the  main  problem  before  every  man 
in  public  life  nowadays  is  to  provide  proper  and 
suitable  housing,  primarily  for  veterans,  yes,  but 
not  merely  for  veterans  but  every  law-abiding 
citizen  of  this  country.  I  am  no  different  from 
any  other  councilor.  Night  after  night  we  have 
people  coming  to  us  who  are  the  parents  of  two, 


three  or  four — yes,  I  have  had  parents  of  eight 
to  eleven — children.  They  are  being  evicted. 
They  have  no  homes  to  go  to.  It  is  all  right  for 
these  statisticians,  these  bankers  and  so-called 
philanthropists  to  come  in  here  and  tell  us  that 
this  is  the  main  problem  we  face.  They  are  only 
kidding  us  and  we  are  kidding  ourselves.  So 
far  as  I  am  concerned,  I  firmly,  honestly,  and 
sincerely  believe  that  the  bankers  of  this  city 
have  got  a  lot  of  property  that  they  want  to 
dump  on  the  city  and  this  is  the  means  of  doing 
it.  Yet  if  two  or  three  of  us  get  up  here  and 
oppose  this  or  reject  it,  we  are  regarded  as  ob- 
structionists on  the  road  to  prosperity  and  the 
return  to  normalcy.  No  member  of  the  Council 
wants  to  be  so  regarded.  I  know  I  do  not.  And 
yet,  like  two  or  three  others  who  were  previous 
speakers,  I  voted  for  this  with  my  tongue  in 
my  cheek  and  with  reservations.  Two  weeks 
ago  we  asked  for  information  on  this  matter. 
The  information  so  far  as  I  am  concerned  has 
not  as  yet  been  forthcoming.  The  only  informa- 
tion you  get  is  through  the  newspapers.  They 
tell  you  how  essential  it  is.  I  remember  a  month 
or  six  weeks  ago  one  of  the  newspapers  in  particular 
was  telling  us  how  essential  it  was  that  we  con- 
struct a  garage  under  the  Common.  Suddenly 
they  lost  sight  of  it.  It  is  sidetracked.  It  is 
done  away  with.  It  is  forgotten.  A  few  months 
before  that  they  were  telling  us  the  major  problem 
was  housing.  I  think  it  still  is.  Yet  most  of 
the  newspapers  of  the  city  seem  to  have  adopted 
the  idea  that  housing  can  be  forgotten  and  we 
should  immediately  try  to  take  the  automobiles 
off  the  street.  I  was  very  much  interested  in 
the  pamphlet  sent  to  us  by  the  committee  and 
the  Boston  Chamber  of  Commerce,  who  seem 
very  much  interested  in  this  particular  proposal. 
They  have  not  been  interested  in  many  other 
problems,  not  interested  at  least  to  the  point 
that  they  have  come  here  and  expressed  to  you 
and  to  me  their  reasons  for  being  particularly 
interested  in  this  particular  matter.  The  two 
hearings  we  had  here  have  been  loaded  with 
people  who  probably  never  before  set  foot  in 
the  City  Hall,  people  who  pay  their  taxes  year 
in  and  year  out  but  pay  them  through  the  old 
checkbook.  They  do  not  pay  them  by  the  old 
dollar  bill  your  mother  and  my  mother  had  to 
use  in  order  to  pay  taxes.  Those  people  have 
come  in  here  and  tried  to  sell  you  and  me  the 
idea  that  this  off-street  parking  is  a  gold  mine. 
Well,  I  think  it  is  like  some  of  the  gold  mines 
that  some  poor  old  people  bought  years  ago. 
If  there  was  any  money  in  this  thing,  if  the  money 
was  as  sure  as  they  say,  you  can  bet  your  bottom 
dollar  that  the  banks  and  the  businessmen  would 
be  behind  it.  They  would  not  be  asking  the 
city  to  get  behind  it.  Yet  we  are  faced  with 
this  dilemma.  If  we  vote  against  it  the  news- 
papers will  holler  that  so-and-so  is  an  obstruc- 
tionist, so-and-so  is  opposed  to  everything.  Any- 
body in  the  Council  would  be  well-nigh  foolish 
to  make  a  martyr  out  of  himself  merely  because 
he  likes  to  adhere  to  his  principles.  I  like  to 
adhere  to  mine.  But  there  comes  a  day  when 
you  almost  feel  that  you  have  to  adopt  the 
philosophy  and  the  thinking  of  those  who  accord- 
ing to  the  newspapers  are  far  superior  to  you 
in  the  particular  field  in  which  they  ask  you 
or  me  to  make  certain  recommendations.  Of 
course  most  of  us  have  to  vote  for  this  matter. 
But  I  am  voting  for  it  with  the  hope  and  with 
the  thought  that  at  least  they  will  be  courteous 
enough  to  show  us  what  is  going  to  be  done  with 
the  money.  I  adopt  the  thought  of  the  gentleman 
from  Ward  7  (Councilor  Linehan).  Let  us 
give  them  one  million  dollars  or  two  million 
dollars  and  start  this  thing  and  see  what  they  are 
going  to  do  with  it.  We  have  appropriated 
money  in  the  past  and  read  many  articles  in 
the  papers  about  the  highway  going  around 
Boston.  What  happened  to  that?  I  guess  the 
ocean  opened  up  and  swallowed  it.  Now  there 
is  another  newspaper  that  threatens  us  with 
a  statement  by  some  man  with  whom  I  had  the 
pleasure  of  serving  in  the  Legislature,  to  the 
effect  that  if  we  do  not  vote  for  this  we  are  getting 
nothing  next  year.  I  know  that  man  personally. 
Knowing  him  very  well  I  know  he  would  make 
no  such  threat,  no  such  statement.  But  they 
seem  determined  to  get  this  thing.  Of  course, 
if  they  are  ready  to  convince  the  people  it  is 
proper,  I  am  ready  to  vote  for  it.  Still  I  say 
they  are  only  kidding  us,  trying  to  tell  you  and 
me  that  th-  city  is  going  to  make  money  on  these 
tilings.     If   tlie   city  is  going  to  make  money   on 
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it,  why  do  not  the  banks  do  it  themselves  or 
the  big  stores  do  it  themselves?  They  want  the 
old  city  to  do  it.  They  are  so  public-spirited 
they  want  the  city  to  make  the  money.  What  a 
change  of  heart  most  of  those  great  leaders  have 
had.  How  long  since  they  were  interested  in 
depriving  themselves  of  gain  and  awarding  to 
the  city  the  opportunity  to  make  money?  They 
are  really  kidding  us.  Yet  there  is  no  sense 
in  going  further.  They  are  powerful  enough 
to  kill  you  or  kill  me  because  they  can  misinter- 
pret every  statement  you  make  here.  They 
can  malign  you  and  belittle  you.  They  can 
even  misinterpret  any  side  remark  that  might 
be  made  and  they  blaze  on  the  headlines  of  every 
newspaper  that  this  is  the  main  problem  facing 
the  people  of  the  City  of  Boston.  They  know 
underneath  that  it  is  not.  The  main  problem 
still  is  to  raise  honest,  law-abiding,  fearful  citizens 
who  will  observe  the  laws  of  this  Commonwealth. 
You  cannot  do  that  unless  you  provide  homes 
and  proper  housing  for  them.  However,  it  is 
silly  for  one  or  two  or  threp  of  us  to  try  and  kick 
against  an  insurmountable  power.  They  have 
the  drop  on  us.  They  will  convince  the  people 
we  are  wrong  and  they  are  right.  But  I  am 
going  to  vote  for  it  with  the  hope  and  the  under- 
standing that  before  two  weeks  from  now,  when 
this  comes  before  us  again  for  final  approval, 
we  will  have  the  Traffic  Commissioner  himself 
here.  Let  us  have  the  Finance  Commission  over 
here.  Let  us  have  somebody  with  some  plans, 
some  ideas.  People  in  your  district  and  mine 
want  to  know  if  these  parking  spaces  and  these 
garages  are  going  to  be  set  up  out  there.  The 
chairman  of  the  Real  Estate  Board  said  today 
he  believes  in  having  them  outside  the  city  limits. 
If  they  are  outside,  what  good  are  they?  There 
are  lots  of  parking  spaces  there  now  which  are 
not  used.  Somebody  else  said  the  other  day 
at  the  hearing  all  of  these  should  be  concen- 
trated within  one  mile  of  the  center  of  the  business 
district  of  Boston.  And  yet  there  is  not  space 
enough  there,  and  there  is  no  space  available  for 
any  such  concentration  of  parking  spaces.  I 
will  vote  for  this  to  give  it  a  start,  but  two  weeks 
from  now  I  hope  we  will  have  another  meeting 
and  bring  these  so-called  experts  in  here  and 
let  them  tell,  not  the  rich  business  man  and 
not  the  rich  man  who  owns  the  big  stores  and 
the  big  apartment  blocks,  but  the  poor  fellow 
who  has  to  pay  his  taxes  everywhere,  the  poor 
man  who  owns  a  one-family  house  or  a  two- 
family  house  or  a  three-family  house.  Those 
are  the  people  who  pay  the  taxes.  If  these 
banks  dump  or  foist  upon  the  city  five  million 
dollars'  worth  of  property  now,  it  becomes  a 
parking  space  and  is  not  taxable.  Ten  or  twenty 
years  from  now,  when  those  parking  spaces  are 
useless,  the  city  is  going  to  own  five  million  dollars 
of  nontaxable  property  right  in  the  middle  of 
Boston.  There  are  going  to  be  no  taxes  from  the 
property.  There  will  be  more  taxes  from  the 
poor  people  in  Ward  13  and  every  other  ward 
of  the  city  who  are  going  to  pay  taxes  com- 
mensurate with  the  diminution  of  the  taxable 
property  we  formerly  had  in  the  City  of  Boston. 
I  will  give  it  a  vote,  but  I  have  my  fingers  crossed. 
I  hope  between  now  and  two  weeks  from  now 
to  get  some  further  enlightening  information. 

President    KELLY — The    question    comes    on 
the  passage  of  the  order. 

Coun.  CAREY — Mr.  President,  on  a  matter 
such  as  this  it  is  well  that  we  can  have  the  oppor- 
tunity of  hearing  the  words  of  some  of  those  who 
appear  before  the  Council  opposing  this  off-street 
parking  plan.  To  me  it  is  a  step  in  the  right 
direction  to  give  this  matter  a  first  reading  in  ' 
the  hope  that  some  concrete  plan  or  some  infor- 
mation of  some  kind  might  be  given  to  the  Council 
before  final  action  is  taken  on  it.  As  I  said  here 
earlier  tonight,  I  am  one  of  the  twenty-two  men 
here  that  was  fearful  of  the  consequence  if  some- 
thing is  not  done  to  liberate  this  city  from  the 
congestion  particularly  in  the  downtown  section. 
But  not  a  single  soul  appeared  before  the  Council 
at  any  time,  either  in  the  Executive  Session  a 
few  weeks  ago  or  at  the  public  hearing  a  few  days 
ago,  and  brought  with  him  any  suggestions  or 
any  plans  that  might  give  you  or  me  any  means 
of  finding  out  whether  they  expect  or  intend 
to  take  a  step  in  the  right  direction  in  this  par- 
ticular matter.  It  is  all  well  and  good  for  those 
who  are  in  favor  of  it,  as  each  one  of  us  is,  to 
tell  us  and  to  press  us  to  do  everything  possible 
to  demand  that  we  vote  for  this.     But  until  we 


have  something   concrete,   until   we  have  a   plan 
here  disclosing   to   us  where  this  is   to  be  built, 
the   type   of   construction   of   the  parking   places, 
how   much   money    will   be    required,    we   should 
proceed  slowly.     From  what  I  can  find  out  not  a 
solitary  soul  has  any  idea  whether  it  will  be  five 
million   dollars   or   fifty   million   dollars   for  land- 
takings  alone.     They  have  no  conception  of  what 
the  cost  is  going  to  be  to  construct  those  places. 
They   have   no    conception    of   what   the    cost   is 
going   to   be   to   maintain   them.     The   taxpayers 
of  the  city  through  the  City  Council  are  going  to 
lend  the  money.     It  is  all  right  to  say  it  is  going 
to  be  amortized  over  a  period  of  years.     All  right. 
Are  there  going  to  be  personal  injuries  as  a  result 
of    operating    the    parking    places?     We    do    not 
know.     We  have  been  in  the  midst  of  prosperity 
for   the   last   seven    or   eight   years.     We   cannot 
forget  that  for  a  great  many  years  we  were  in  the 
midst   of   the   worst   depression   this   nation   ever 
knew.     That  depression  might  well  return.     God 
forbid  that  it  will.     If  times  get  poor,  this  thing 
will  not  go  over  the  way  they  expect  it.     We  will 
not   have   this   traffic   congestion.     Who   is   going 
to  pay  the  bills?     What  is  going  to  be  done  about 
paying  the  bills?     Are  some  of  the  rich  men  who 
have  been  here  hounding  the  Council  and  forcing 
us  through  the  press  to  vote  for  it,  are  they  going 
to   contribute   toward   any   deficit   as   a   result   of 
these  parking  places?     It  is  altogether  too  much 
to  expect  the  Council  to  come  in  here  and  approve 
a  loan  of  five  million  dollars  without  giving  them 
some    plan,    and    without    knowing    whether   five 
million  dollars  will   be  necessary  or  fifty  million 
dollars.     I   am   willing   to   vote   for   one   hundred 
million   dollars   or   fifty   million   dollars   or   what- 
ever sum  is  required  if  someone  would   come  to 
tme   and   give   me   a   concrete   plan   of   where   the 
'places  are  going  to  be,  how  many  cars  will  be  pro- 
vided for  actually,  what  is  going  to  be  done  to 
widen  the  approaches  to  the  parking  places  which 
will   be   necessary   as   time   goes   on.     Nobody   is 
giving   us    this   information.     Yet   the   struggling 
taxpayers  of  my  district  and  every  section  of  the 
city  are  going  to  have  to  pay  the  bills  if  the  plan 
fails.     It  has  been  said  here  time  has  been  given 
up   to   bring  this  matter  before   the   Council,    to 
acquaint   the   Council   with   the   necessity   for   it. 
Nobody  had  to  come  here,  and  no  newspaper  had 
to   print   information    on   the    parking    situation. 
It  is  visible  to  the  eye  every  day  of  the  week  and 
has  been  for  years.     But  the  question  is  whether 
or  not  this  is  going  to  solve  the  problem.     I  am 
one  of  those  who  wants  to  see  this  thing  put  into 
effect.     I  want  to  see  the  taxpayers'  money  well 
spent.     I  am  100  per  cent  in  favor  of  doing  some- 
thing   to    relieve    this     congestion.     I    intend    to 
give  a  vote  for  a  first  reading,  but,  unless  some 
plan  is  brought  in  here  or  some  further  informa- 
tion is  given  the  Council  in  the  next  two  weeks, 
I   think  the  pressure  ought  to  be   taken   off  the 
Council.     There  is  no  need  for  it  or  for  the  haste 
that  has  been  employed  in  trying  to  get  us  to  vote 
for  this  matter.     The  problem  has  been  existing 
for  years.     Something  has  to  be  done  and  done 
speedily,   of  course,   but  a  month  or  so   will  not 
make  any  difference.     Those  arguing  in  favor  of 
this  plan  in  here  have  had  ample  opportunity  to 
set  up  something  definite  in  the  way  of  informing 
the  Council   where  these  places  are  going  to  be, 
what  the  cost  is  going  to  be  to  acquire  them,  and 
what  the  cost  is  going  to  be  to  construct  them. 
We  have  heard  all  this  hullabaloo  about  the  neces- 
sity for  doing  something  about  the  parking  prob- 
lem.    We  know  the  problem  exists.     But  among 
all  those  in  here  using  pressure  on  us  nobody  has 
evidenced    any    qualification    to    come    before    us 
and  tell  us  how  this  thing  should  be  done  properly. 
We  know  there  is  a  need  for  parking.     There  is 
also  a  greater  need  to  do  the  thing  right,  especially 
in  view  of  the  fact  that  at  least  five  million  dollars 
is  going  to  be  required  to  start  these  projects. 

Coun.  CHASE — Mr.  President,  I  have  received 
letters  from  many  prominent  citizens  of  Boston 
during  the  past  several  weeks  urging  me  to  vote 
favorably  on  this  five  million  dollar  loan  order. 
I  have  talked  with  many  prominent  citizens  on 
the  telephone  urging  me  to  vote  for  this  loan  order. 
But,  sir,  not  one  of  them  has  been  able  to  over- 
come my  argument  that  there  are  insufficient 
safeguards  and  checks  provided  in  the  expenditure 
of  this  money.  Mr.  President,  five  million  dollars 
is  a  lot  of  money.  The  taxpayers  will  be  called 
upon  to  meet  this  bill.  As  a  member  of  the 
Boston  City  Council  I,  like  all  of  us,  hold  a  very 
responsible  position,  so  much  so  that  we  are  being 
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called   upon   today    to  Vote  five   million   dollars  of 

ilu'  taxpayers'  money  for  land-takings,  we  do  not 
know  where  located,  for  land-takings  that  will  be 

made  in  some  section  of  Boston.  Whether  or  not 
these  land-takings  "ill  be  paid  for  with  the  tax- 
payers' money,  at  exorbitant  prices,  we  have  no 
idea.  There  has  been  no  mention  of  the  approxi- 
mate prices  or  the  kinds  of  sites  that  will  be 
selected  for  these  parking  lots.  Now,  sir,  until 
the  Council  votes  this  five  million  dollars  these 
people  will  not  go  ahead  with  the  parking  plan. 
I  personally  recognize  the  bad  traffic  problem  we 
have  here  in  Boston.  I  am  willing  to  go  along  on 
any  reasonable  proposition  to  take  care  of  it  and 
to  obviate  these  traffic  conditions  in  Boston.  I 
recognize  that  the  city  must  take  some  sort  of 
action  to  relieve  that  situation.  But,  sir,  I  do  not 
believe  that  under  the  present  plans  we  can  call 
that  reasonable  action.  I  do  not  believe  any 
board  of  directors  in  any  one  of  these  prominent 
corporations  such  as  the  John  Hancock  Insurance 
Company  or  any  corporation  would  vote  blindly 
on  a  matter  like  this.  We  are  responsible  for  the 
people's  money  and  not  the  directors  of  the  First 
National  Bank  or  the  National  Shaw'mut  Bank  or 
the  big  tax  abatement  lawyers  who  have  written 
letters  to  me,  men  who  have  been  prominent  in 
other  land-takings,  men  who  are  noted  throughout 
the  city  for  making  profits  on  land-takings.  These 
land-takings,  sir,  are  paid  for  by  the  taxpayers' 
money.  I  am  willing  to  go  to  bat  any  day  of  the 
week  before  my  constituency  and  explain  to  them 
why  I  voted  against  this  five  million  dollar  loan 
order.  It  is  simply  because  I  am  being  called 
upon  to  vote  in  the  dark.  Can  anyone  here  say 
where  these  land  sites  are  located?  Are  they 
going  to  be  taken  from  the  Fort  Hill  Square  area 
or  the  Blue  Hill  Avenue  section  or  the  Back  Bay 
or  the  West  End  or  the  North  End?  No  one 
seems  to  know.  The  advocates  of  this  plan  call 
upon  us  members  of  the  City  Council  and  say, 
"We  want  five  million  dollars.  We  cannot  tell 
you  where  the  sites  are."  Then  I  ask  them  if 
they  would  object  if  the  Council  gave  them  one 
million  dollars  piecemeal  and,  after  the  first 
million  dollars  was  spent  and  spent  properly,  we 
would  grant  them  another  million  and  so  on  until 
the  entire  five  million  dollars  was  granted.  They 
said,  "No,  we  do  not  want  anything  like  that." 
If  everything  is  going  to  be  conducted  properly, 
if  the  first  million  dollars  is  going  to  be  spent 
properly  and  naturally,  we  would  then  give  them 
another  million  dollars  and  so  on  until  the  five 
million  dollars  was  spent.  Why  is  it  that  they  do 
not  want  any  part  of  that  arrangement?  We  have 
had  many  land-takings  in  the  past.  Mr.  President, 
I  think  I  have  said  the  sum  and  substance  of  what 
is  going  through  my  mind.  Frankly,  I  reiterate 
I  do  not  think  we  have  sufficient  checks  on  this 
proposition  to  assure  us  that  this  money  will  be 
spent  properly.  Because  of  that,  sir,  I  do  not 
intend  to  vote  five  million  dollars.  Mind  you, 
sir,  I  am  willing  to  go  part  way  with  these  gentle- 
men. I  am  willing  to  give  them  a  chance  to 
prove  to  us  they  mean  all  right.  I  move,  sir,  that 
the  Council  reduce  this  loan  order  from  five  million 
dollars  to  one  million  dollars,  with  the  under- 
standing that  if  that  one  million  dollars  is  spent 
properly  they  will  in  the  near  future  receive  another 
million  dollars  and  so  on  until  the  entire  five 
million  dollars  is  expended.  Then,  sir,  the  city 
government  will  have  an  adequate  chance  on  the 
prices  being  paid  for  the  sites  selected  with  this 
money.     I  so  move. 

The  question  came  on  the  motion  to  reduce 
the  loan  order  to  one  million  dollars.  It  was 
not  a  vote.  Councilor  Chase  doubted  the  vote 
and  asked  for  a  roll  call.  A  sufficient  number  of 
councilors  having  joined  him,  the  clerk  called  the 
roll.  The  motion  to  amend  was  lost,  yeas  3, 
nays  16: 

Yeas — Councilors  Bayley,  Chase,  Madden. 

Nays — Councilors  Bryan,  Cantwell,  Carey,  Cook, 
Fish,  Hannon,  Hurley,  Keenan,  Kelly,  Lane, 
McCormack,  Moriarty,  Muchnick,  Russo,  Scannell, 
Sullivan. 

The  question  came  on  the  passage  of  the  order. 

Coun.  SCANNELL — Mr.  President,  as  far  as 
this  order  on  off-street  parking  in  the  City  of 
Boston  is  concerned,  it  gripes  me  very  much  to 
find  out  as  a  member  of  the  Body  that  the  bankers 
of  this  city  and  the  businessmen  of  the  city  can 
come  before  the  members  of  this  Body  and  present 
a  plan  that  might  alleviate  parking  facilities  in 
this  city.  It  gripes  me  very  much  because  you 
see    members    of    this    Body    voting    when    they 


might  be  interested  in  playgrounds,  as  the  councilor 
from  Ward  22  (Councilor  Madden)  has  said.  It 
gripes  mo  very  much  to  see  members  of  this 
Body  come  up  here  and  say  that  they  would  not 
vote  for  anything  that  might  not  be  for  the  best 
interest  of  the  city.  First  and  last  I  am  for  the 
best  interest  of  the  city  and  I  am  for  it  under 
pressure  or  not.  In  1940  I  presented  an  order 
for  parking  within  the  rapid  transit  area.  At 
that  time  when  I  had  presented  that  order  and 
later  on  there  was  legislation  which  went  through 
the  Legislature.  That  was  in  1941.  It  was  off- 
street  parking  areas  in  this  city.  This,  gentle- 
men, is  something  that  has  to  be  looked  into. 
Mind  you,  I  sard  it  has  to  be  looked  into.  These 
men  come  here  before  us.  Bankers  and  business- 
men come  before  those  who  represent  the  human 
factor  in  the  City  of  Boston,  the  person  who 
owns  a  little  home  in  this  city  and  has  children 
growing  up  in  the  suburbs.  These  bankers  >and 
businessmen  tell  us  that  we  should  have  off-street 
parking.  A  man  from  South  Boston  or  any  place 
else  does  not  get  that  backing.  They  come  in 
before  the  members  of  this  Body  with  the  press, 
the  businessmen  and  the  bankers  of  the  city  for  it. 
There  is  something  rotten  in  Denmark  when  these 
men  do  that.  If  you  lived  in  South  Boston,  you 
might  know  that  there  may  be  something  rotten 
in  Boston.  You  might  know  there  is  something 
wrong  in  Boston  if  you  lived  in  South  Boston. 
If  you  live  in  the  outskirts,  like  Jamaica  Plain, 
it  might  be  different.  You  would  not  know  what 
was  wrong.  It  is  all  right  to  laugh  and  kid  about 
the  matter,  but  I,  as  a  councilor  from  South 
Boston,  will  find  out  before  I  get  through  what 
is  wrong  with  off-street  parking.  You  are  prob- 
ably one  of  those  who  is  the  son  of  an  immigrant. 
On  the  other  hand,  there  is  Jordan  Marsh  Com- 
pany, the  First  National  Bank,  or  any  building 
that  is  in  the  city.  It  is  controlled  by  whom? 
Are  they  going  to  control  you  and  me?  They 
are  not  going  to  control  me,  gentlemen.  Has  the 
man  downstairs  asked  any  man  in  this  Body  to 
vote  for  this  off-street  parking?  I  do  not  think 
he  has.  Now,  gentlemen,  let  us  get  down  to 
business.  Here  we  are  in  the  Hub,  the  City  of 
Boston.  You  can  go  as  far  as  Broadway.  You 
cannot  go  outside  of  South  Boston  for  business. 
There  are  a  few  manufacturing  areas  there.  You 
cannot  go  to  the  outskirts  of  Back  Bay  for  a 
parking  area.  As  I  said  in  the  Executive  Session 
tonight,  you  might  go  down  to  the  South  Station 
and  find  a  parking  area  at  the  bottom  of  the 
South  Station.  You  might.  That  is  why  I  am 
here.  I  will  be  here  all  night  to  vote  against  a 
loan  order  such  as  this.  Are  the  people  in  your 
district  interested  in  a  parking  area  in  Boston? 
You  know  they  are  not.  Each  one  of, you  knows 
they  are  not.  You  go  into  Belmont,  Watertown, 
Wellesley,  and  all  points  west.  In  Wellesley  they 
are  very  much  interested  in  parking  areas  in 
Boston.  Why  shouldn't  they  be?  They  come 
into  Boston  and  derive  their  business  from  Boston. 
That  is  why  I  am  against  any  loan  order,  and  any 
businessman  coming  into  this  city,  coming  in  to 
you  and  me,  to  this  City  Council  Chamber  and 
saying  they  are  for  it.  As  the  councilor  from 
Ward  22  (Councilor  Madden)  well  said — he  has 
the  stuff,  the  courage — does  anybody  from 
Brighton  come  into  Boston  and  park?  Does  any- 
body from  South  Boston  come  into  the  city  and 
park?  Does  anybody  from  Brookline  come  in 
and  park?  They  beat  you  in,  in  the  morning. 
Does  anybody  from  West  Roxbury  come  in?  No, 
they  have  their  automobiles.  They  might  drop 
them  at  Forest  Hills.  The  responsibility  can  be 
laid  on  the  people  outside  Boston  and  the  business- 
men of  this  city  who  are  not  running  this  city. 
They  are  not  running  me  as  far  as  I  am  concerned 
on  parking.  They  come  down  and  go  to  the  . 
Legislature  and  send  something  down  with  pressure 
from  the  Legislature.  I  am  sick  and  tired  of 
people  coming  down  here  with  pressure.  I  do 
not  like  it.  I  will  not  go  for  it.  I  am  interested 
in  Boston.  I  have  been  interested  in  parking 
facilities  since  1940,  when  I  presented  a  reason- 
able solution,  as  I  thought.  Each  one  of  you 
may  not  want  to  vote  for  off-street  parking,  but 
there  is  a  man  from  South  Boston  who  will  not 
vote  for  it.  I  know  that  the  businessmen  are 
interested  in  the  business  that  lies  in  this  little 
hub  of  the  universe.  I  know  each  one  of  the 
newspapers,  whatever  they  may  be,  are  interested 
in  the  paper  alone  and  not  the  people.  That  is  a, 
pretty  serious  charge.  I  know  what  I  am  talking 
about.  You  can  go  along  and  vote  for  it,  but 
you  can  never  say  that  the  gentleman  from  Ward  6 
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(Councilor  Scannell)  in  South  Boston  will  vote  for 
anything  that  the  men  of  this  city  who  have  this 
city  by  the  neck  are  for.  I  do  not  intend  to  vote 
for  this.  I  intend  to  ask  that  a  solution  may  be 
found  for  this  problem.  When  these  people  come 
in  and  try  to  kid  every  member  of  the  City  Council 
that  they  want  parking  close  to  the  business 
sections  of  this  city,  it  is  stupid.  They  will  not 
drive  it  down  my  throat,  at  least.  There  is  a 
parking  solution  in  this  city.  You  gentlemen 
know  what  is  in  this  city.  You  know  that  each 
piece  of  property  in  the  city  is  mortgaged  by  the 
bank.  You  know  each  section  outside  of  this 
business  area  has  a  lot  of  dilapidated  buildings. 
What  are  they  going  to  do?  They  are  going  to 
tear  them  down  and  cut  the  assessment  on  that 
building.  Are  they  going  to  tear  them  down  so 
the  people  of  the  city  can  go  into  parking  spaces 
around  Dover  street  or  Broadway,  over  the 
Broadway  Bridge?  They  are  not  going  to  do  it. 
If  we  get  a  plan,  a  plan  that  will  give  parking 
spaces  adjacent  to  the  rapid  transit  lines  and 
take  the  Police  Commissioner,  who  incidentally 
is  from  my  district,  and  have  him  enforce  the 
parking  regulations  with  the  help  of  the  police 
officers  who  are  supposed  to  take  care  of  the  park- 
ing situation  in  this  city,  and  put  them  on  the 
job,  then  you  will  not  have  any  parking  problem. 
At  least,  it  will  help  it  tremendously.  I  say  to 
you  gentlemen,  I  am  from  South  Boston.  I  try  to 
be  as  honorable  as  anybody  in  this  Body.  I  try 
to  be  as  straight  as  anybody  in  this  Body.  As  I 
stand  here  tonight,  I  know  this  is  wrong.,  I,  as  the 
other  members  of  this  Body  or  the  councilors  in  this 
Body,  know  that  this  is  wrong.  Can  you  imagine 
a  gentleman  from  Wellesley  or  a  gentleman  from 
Stockbridge  or  points  west  defying  the  members  of 
this  City  Council?  They  say  if  you  will  not  give 
us  that,  you  will  not  get  that.  You  are  under 
threat.  If  you  have  any  courage  you  will  stand 
up  and  vote  against  it,  until  we  find  out  what  we 
are  voting  five  million  dollars  for.  If  you  have  any 
courage  at  all  you  will  throw  this  out  the  window, 
and  let  the  high  pressure  groups  come  in  and  give 
us  a  plan.  You  have  heard  about  this  gentle- 
man, Mr.  Stanley  Parker  of  the  Planning  Board. 
You  heard  his  name.  You  have  never  seen  him. 
You  notice,  gentlemen,  tonight  I  have  a  large  map. 
The  problem  of  the  city  traffic  could  be  alleviated 
if  they  put  the  Police  Department  on  the  job. 
That  is  true.  You  can  take  the  areas  in  this  city 
and  clean  them  out.  You  men  here  are  responsible 
for  whether  this  off-street  parking  goes  on  or  not. 
As  a  member  of  the  City  Council  for  the  past 
seven  years,  I  know  what  is  going  on.  I  know 
that  they  might  go  out  to  the  South  End  and  tear 
down  a  lot  of  property,  sell  it  to  John  Doakes  or 
somebody  else,  and  then  wind  up  by  saying  it  does 
not  work.  Then  they  will  say  to  the  city,  "We 
will  give  you  so  much  for  that."  Up  goes  a 
building.  Why  should  the  City  of  Boston  or  the 
taxpayers  of  the  city  pay  for  it?  That  is  what 
I  want  to  know.  That  is  why  I  am  voting  against 
this.  These  men  come  in,  Mr.  So-and-so  from 
the  First  National  Bank,  Mr.  So-and-so  from 
another  bank,  the  gentlemen  from  here  or  there. 
What  do  they  come  in  for?  Are  they  interested 
in  the  City  of  Boston,  in  South  Boston,  Dor- 
chester, or  West  Roxbury?  They  are  interested 
in  the  mortgage  they  have  on  the  buildings.  Can 
you  conceive  of  property  torn  down  which  is 
closely  connected  with  the  City  of  Boston?  You 
know  you  cannot.  They  want  to  build  parking 
areas.  The  right  idea  is  to  enforce  the  laws  of 
the  city.  I  know  we  have  been  hamstrung  by  the 
Legislature.  As  one  of  the  members  so  well  said, 
the  Police  Commissioner  would  come  down  here 
in  the  interest  of  the  city.  Would  he  come  down' 
here  in  case  somebody  got  hit  over  the  head  from 
the  district?  He  would  say,  "I  do  not  know 
anything  about  it."  It  is  about  time  we  woke  up. 
I  am  very  sincere  in  this  matter.  I  am  interested 
in  laws  or  any  means  presented  to  the  City  Council. 
I  am  interested  in  this  city.  They  have  to  show 
me  what  they  are  going  to  do  with  the  five  million 
dollars  of  the  taxpayers'  money.  I  say  now  I  am 
going  to  fight  against  this  because  I  know  what 
is  going  on.  If  any  member  of  this  Body  did 
know  what  is  happening  to  this  five  million  dollars, 
it  might  be  the  sorriest  vote  he  ever  made  in  his 
life. 

Coun.  BAYLEY — Mr.  President,  it  is  quite  late. 
I  do  not  want  to  take  the  time  of  the  Council  but 
I  have  not  yet  spoken  on  this  matter.  I  was  the 
one  who  first  started  the  ball  rolling  by  moving 
that  this  be  passed  by  the  Executive  Committee. 


I  would  like  the  opportunity  to  answer  some  of 
the  remarks  made  by  the  distinguished  councilor 
from  Ward  6  (Councilor  Scannell).  Before  that, 
I  would  like  to  say  I  agree  very  much  with  the 
remarks  of  the  distinguished  councilor  from 
Ward  13  (Councilor  Hannon).  This  bill  was  filed 
in  the  Massachusetts  Legislature  by  the  business 
interests  of  the  City  of  Boston,  by  the  Greater 
Boston  Development  Committee,  Inc.,  and  other 
business  leaders. 

Coun.  SCANNELL— Mr.  President,  will  the 
gentleman  answer  a  question? 

Coun.  BAYLEY— I  shall  try  to.  I  will  yield 
for  a  quetion. 

Coun.  SCANNELL — Do  you  know  who  pre- 
sented this  bill  to  the  Legislature? 

Coun.  BAYLEY — I  believe  the  business  leaders 
of  Boston,  the  Greater  Boston  Development 
Committee. 

President  KELLY — Does  that  answer  your 
question? 

Coun.  SCANNELL — I  am  not  sure,  no. 

Coun.  CH/SE— Mr.  President. 

Coun.  BAYLEY — I  would  be  glad  to  have 
Councilor  Chase  answer  for  me. 

President  KELLY — You  have  the  floor.  Let 
us  do  things  in  an  orderly  way.  Councilor  Chase, 
for  what  purpose  do  you  rise? 

Coun.  CHASE— Will  the  gentleman  yield  for 
me  to  give  an  answer? 

Coun.  BAYLEY— Yes. 

President  KELLY — Councilor  Bayley  yields  for 
Councilor  Chase. 

Coun.  CHASE — The  sponsor  of  this  measure 
was  a  very  eminent,  reputable  citizen,  one  Repre- 
sentative Peter  Jordan  from  Revere. 

President  KELLY — That  answers  the  question. 
Continue,  Councilor  Bayley. 

Coun.  BAYLEY— Mr.  President,  this  gentleman 
had  the  support  of  the  Greater  Boston  Develop- 
ment Committee  and  the  business  leaders  of  Boston. 
I  do  not  set  myself  up,  as  some  people  do,  as  an 
expert  on  traffic  conditions  in  the  City  of  Boston. 
I  frankly  do  not  know  how  off-street  parking  has 
worked  in  other  cities.  I  understand  it  has  worked 
well. 

Coun.  SCANNELL— Mr.  President,  will  the 
gentleman  yield  for  a  question? 

Coun.  BAYLEY — When  I  have  finished  my 
speech  I  shall  yield  and  not  before. 

President  KELLY — The  gentleman  does  not 
yield  at  this  time. 

Coun.  BAYLEY — I  did  not  interrupt  the  pre- 
ceding speaker.  I  hope  you  will  not  interrupt  me. 
The  business  interests  of  the  city  want  off-street 
parking.  I  would  like  to  remind  the  members  of 
this  Honorable  Body  that  these  interests  pay  a 
great  share  of  the  taxes  of  Boston.  Probably  no 
district  is  more  heavily  taxed  in  proportion  than 
the  downtown  section  of  Boston.  While  many 
business  leaders  do  not  live  in  Boston,  they  pay 
taxes.  They  know  what  is  best  for  business.  You 
cannot  have  a  city  without  business.  If  all  business 
should  move  out  of  the  City  of  Boston  in  the  next 
six  months,  Boston  would  soon  be  a  ghost  city.  We 
need  Boston's  business.  We  need  more  business 
to  help  out  the  business  interests  so  that  more 
people  can  be  in  town  and  more  people  can  reach 
easily  our  great  city  so  that  we  can  become  a 
greater  city.  I  am  not  a  traffic  expert.  I  believe 
many  business  leaders  know  the  problem  that 
confronts  them.  Many  traffic  experts  testified  be- 
fore the  Legislature  and  before  us.  They  know 
what  they  are  talking  about.  They  say  to  provide 
off-street  parking  is  to  provide  an  investment  in 
the  future  of  Boston.  We  have  a  right  to  listen  to 
the  business  leaders  of  the  city  as  to  what  is  best 
for  our  city.  With  that  in  mind  I  asked  you  to 
pass  this  in  the  Committee  and  to  give  it  its  first 
reading.  I  want  to  make  sure  that  the  money  is 
spent  wisely  and  efficiently.  I  have  the  greatest 
confidence  in  the  present  Real  Estate  Board  which 
will  recommend  the  sites  to  be  selected.  On  the 
other  hand,  I  have  no  assurance  a  year  from  now 
the  makeup  of  the  board  will  be  the  same.  That 
is  the  reason  I  wish  to  go  slowly  on  this  matter. 
We  are  working  for  the  best  interests  of  Boston. 
We  should  listen  to  our  leaders.  Therefore  I  can- 
not agree  with  the  distinguished  gentleman  from 
Ward  6  (Councilor  Scannell)  when  he  says,  as  I 
gather,  that  many  people  have  been  in  favor  of  this 
from  outside  Boston.  These  people  have  an  in- 
terest in  Boston.  Their  business  is  here.  They 
want  to  see  us  develop  into  a  greater  city.  We  have 
lost  some  business  from  Boston  partly  on  account 
of  the  lack  of  parking  facilities.  This  measure 
will  provide  those  facilities.     With  that  hope,  and 
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relying  on  the  business  leaders  and  t  ho  newspapers 
who  so  heartily  advooated  this  project,  I  am  voting 
for  it.  Let  me  say  in  closing  I  am  doing  what  thej 
have  said.     If  this  plan  fails,  let  not  the  business 

loaders  ami  newspapers  escape  flip  blame.  They 
say  it  will  provide  the  solution  to  Boston's  traffic 
problem.  I  rely  on  what  they  say.  If  it  fails,  I 
will  not  accept  the  burden  of  blame.  I  am  relying 
on  those  who  tlo  know.  If  they  do  not,  I  will  not 
go  along  with  them  again.  This  is  their  chance. 
I  hope  the  business  leaders  and  newspapers  will 
make  sure  this  is  a  success.  I  am  relying  on  their 
knowlpdgp.  I  do  not  have  full  knowledge  myself. 
I  hope  this  is  answered  sufficiently.  I  am  voting  a 
little  with  my  tongue  in  my  cheek  and  with  the 
hope  it  will  be  a  grpat  success. 

Coun.  RUSSO — Mr.  Prpsident,  after  listening 
to  the  pro  and  con  of  the  argument,  may  I  say  at 
this  time  the  first  three  speakers  have  given 
their  views  in  so  far  as  the  parking  situation  is 
concerned  with  the  hope  and  trust  that  more 
information  will  be  forthcoming  within  the  next 
two  weeks.  I  also  realize,  Mr.  President,  that 
there  is  no  question  but  that  something  should 
be  done.  As  I  stated  at  the  beginning  of  the 
hearing,  I  am  open-minded.  I  am  still  open- 
minded.  Up  to  the  present  time  no  specific 
information  has  been  given  to  us.  I  feel,  even 
though  there  are  merchants  who  are  in  my  dis- 
trict and  vitally  interested  in  parking,  it  should 
be  brought  to  their  attention  that  in  that  same 
district  where  they  are  earning  their  livelihood 
we  have  people  who  are  forced  to  live  in  sub- 
normal conditions  of  housing.  I  also  wish  to 
bring  to  the  attention  of  his  Honor  the  Mayor 
that  housing  is  vitally  needed  in  my  district. 
He  knows  that  .and  has  made  promises  during 
campaigns.  We  must  realize  that,  unless  some- 
thing is  done  in  so  far  as  housing  is  concerned, 
we  will  have  a  ghost  city.  If  we  have  no  people 
to  maintain  their  residence  in  the  city  because 
of  the  lack  of  housing  facilities,  then  we  will 
have  a  ghost  city.  Realizing  we  have  to  con- 
sider that  his  Honor  the  Mayor  and  the  various 
departments  should  give  us  more  information 
on  parking,  I  am  at  this  time  willing  to  give 
this  the  first  reading,  not  because  of  any  pressure 
group,  but  because,  as  the  first  three  previous 
speakers  have  stated,  we  should  do  so  in  the  hope 
that  more  information  will  be  forthcoming.  I 
believe  each  of  us  is  interested  not  only  in  park- 
ing but  in  the  city's  welfare  in  general.  Again 
I  say  that  I  hope  and  trust  his  Honor  the  Mayor, 
in  the  same  spirit  with  which  he  is  in  accord 
with  the  Council's  passing  five  million  dollars, 
is  just  as  eager  to  bring  about  housing  conditions 
of  the  city  to  better  standards.  May  I  suggest 
at  this  time,  as  I  suggested  time  and  time  again, 
that  in  order  to  give  the  people  of  the  City  of 
Boston  and  in  particular  the  people  of  my  district 
better  housing — and  I  feel  it  is  agreed  upon  that 
it  is  my  district,  comprising  the  North  End  and 
the  South  End,  that  needs  better  housing  con- 
ditions— his  Honor  the  Mayor  might  be  able 
to  induce  private  owners  to  go  into  building  or 
remodeling  buildings,  if  they  could  be  remodeled 
without  the  fear  existing  that  the  property  will 
be  taxed  higher  if  remodeling  takes  place. 
That  will  induce  people  to  come  back  and  live 
in  the  City  of  Boston.  In  that  manner  I  believe 
we  can  build  a  bigger  and  greater  Boston.  I 
hope  and  trust  that  more  specific  information 
will  be  given  to  the  Council  so  that  we  may  be 
able  to  vote  and  give  this  a  second  reading  without 
fear  or  hesitation  that  we  do  not  know  well  enough 
what  we  are  voting.  In  so  far  as  putting  re- 
sponsibility on  any  npwspapers  or  pressure  groups, 
I  maintain  each  of  us  knows  what  he  is  doing. 
It  is  up  to  us.  We  are  the  public  officials  who 
have  been  elected  by  the  people.  No  pressure 
group  or  newspapers  must  go  before  the  public 
in  order  to  be  elected.  Therefore  I  say  I  am  in 
accord  with  giving  this  a  first  reading  at  this 
time,  I  reiterate  it  is  with  the  trust  that  his 
Honor  the  Mayor  will  instruct  the  Committee 
and  the  Board  that  this  five  million  dollars  will 
be  supervised  and  the  Council  given  more  informa- 
tion so  that  we  might  be  able  to  give  this  a  final 
reading. 

Coun.  MUCHNICK— Mr.  President,  I  move 
the  previous  question. 

Coun.  SCANNELL — Mr.  President,  what  is 
this? 

President  KELLY— Councilor  Muchnirk  moves 
the  previous  question.  There  is  no  debate.  The 
question  is  on  the  motion. 


Coun.  SCANNELL— Mr.  President,  a  point  of 
parliamentary  inquiry. 

President   KELLY — There  is  no  point  of  par- 
liamentary inquiry. 

The  question  came  on  the  motion  for  the  pre- 
vious   question.     The    Chair    was    in    doubt    and 
asked  for  a  rising  vote.     The  motion  was  defeated. 
Coun.     CHASE — Mr.     President,     it    is    very 
pleasing   to   me   to   see   the   Council   believes   in 
freedom  of  debate  even  though  many  of  the  gentle- 
men  who   voted   to    give    us   freedom    of   debate 
apparently    are    in    favor    of    this    matter.     Mr. 
President,  last  week  a  very  prominent  gentleman 
from   the   Back   Bay   area   wrote   a   letter   to   me 
asking  me  to  vote  favorably  on  this  loan  order. 
He  happens  to  be  the  president  of  the  Paine  Fur- 
niture Company.     I  wrote  back  to  him  and  told 
him  that  I  fully  recognized  the  traffic  conditions 
just  as  much  as  he  did.     I  was  quite  anxious  to 
do  anything  within  reason  to  remedy  the  condition. 
I  told  him,  sir,  that  the  reason  why  I  voted  in  the 
past  to  reduce  this  loan  order  to  one  million  dollars 
was  because  I  felt  that  the  City  Council  should 
maintain  a  check  on  the  expenditure  of  the  money. 
I   went   into    details   and   explained   to   him   just 
what  I  meant.     He  wrote  back  and  said  he  appre- 
ciated my  thoughts  on  the  matter  and  said  it  is 
too   bad   if   the   Council   votes   it   down.     It   will 
only  handicap   Boston  on  future  matters  coming 
up    before    the    Legislature    pertaining    to    traffic. 
Well  now,  Mr.  President,  I  have  all  the  sympathy 
in    the    world    with    the    president    of    the    Paine 
Furniture    Company.     They    are    losing    several 
parking    lots    in    the    immediate    vicinity.     The 
John  Hancock  Life  Insurance  Company  is  build- 
ing  a   26-story   building   in   a   parking  lot   which 
formerly  accommodated  hundreds  of  the  customers 
of  the  Paine  Furniture  Company.     Another  park- 
ing lot  adjacent  to  the  Paine  Furniture  Company 
will  soon  be  taken.     The  more  I  think  of  it,  sir, 
what   these   retail   merchants   expect   is   that   the 
taxpayers  from  Jamaica  Plain,  West  Roxbury  or 
Back  Bay,  all  the  little  small  home  owners,  should 
contribute  their  taxes  to  facilitate  the  parking  for 
their  particular  customers.     They  selfishly  admit 
they    are    primarily     concerned    with     obtaining 
adequate  parking  lots  near  their  stores.     Well,  I 
wish  I  could  do  something  to  help  them  and  do 
it  seasonably.     They,   too,   are  taxpayers.     They 
employ    many    citizens    who    reside    in    Boston. 
They,  too,  are  part  of  Boston.     Sir,  I  am  looking 
at  this  picture  as  -a  whole.     I  do  not  intend  to 
favor  one  group  as  against  another  group.     The 
other  group   I  have  in  mind,   sir,   are   the   many 
taxpayers   who   will   not   directly   benefit   by   this 
and  who  will  be  called  upon  to  pay  off  this  five 
million  dollars  in  due  time  with  their  tax  money. 
Mr.  President,  it  has  been  said  that  the  business- 
men who  advocate  this  proposition  know  what  is 
best  for  the  city.     Well,  I  have  my  doubts  that 
many   businessmen   who   contacted  me  last  week 
through  the  medium  of  letters  and  telephone  calls 
asking    me   to   vote   for   this   matter   knew    what 
they  were   asking   me   to   do.     Frankly,    I   know 
them,   sir.     I   know   somewhat   of   the   history  of 
Boston   politics,   dating   back   to   some   few   score 
years.     During  that  period  there  has  been  more 
than     one     huge     scandal     on     land-takings.     I 
explained   to   them   that   my   fear   was   that   this 
particular    proposition    before    us    was    left    open 
with     loopholes     where    scandalous    land-takings 
would  be  permissible.     They  countered  by  saying, 
"Well,  I  do  not  see  how  that  is  possible,  because 
you  have  eminent  men  on   that  particular   Real 
Estate    Board,    men    connected    with    banks."     I 
pointed  out  to  them,  sir,  that  the  man  who  has 
the  last  say  is  his  Honor  the  Mayor.     I  pointed 
out  to  them,  sir,  that  it  is  not  unreasonable  for 
me  to  suspect  that  it  is  quite  possible  that  even 
the  men  on  the  Board  and  his  Honor  the  Mayor 
would   compromise  on  five   million  dollars  worth 
of  land-takings.     Five  million  dollars  is  a  lot  of 
money.     Now,  sir,  I  hope  that  the  Council  does 
not   consider   me   unfair   in   my   remarks.     I   am 
merely  here  tonight  debating  on  the  merits  of  this 
proposition.     I   say  that  I   am  here  endeavoring 
to   protect   the   taxpayers'   money,   to   make  sure 
that   this   money   will   be   spent   properly.     I   do 
not  desire  to  see  certain  parts  of  the  city  where 
broken-down,    highly   assessed   buildings,    heavily 
mortgaged  by  some  of  the  leading  banks  in  the 
city,   are   taken   for   off-street   parking.     We   had 
some  members  of  the  Boston  Real  Estate  Exchange 
here   the  other   day   testifying   before  us.     These 
men   obviously   would   stand   to   gain   if   the   city 
were  to  take  property  by  eminent  domain.     They 
have  heavy  mortgages  on  highly  assessed  property. 
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With  valuations  down  low,  the  city  will  buy  at 
the  highest  figure,  and  of  course  they  will  benefit. 
I  do  not  say  they  are  going  to  benefit,  but  I  say 
to  you,  sir,  that  it  is  up  to  us  to  make  sure  that 
they  do  not  benefit.  It  is  up  to  us  to  use  every 
precaution  to  make  sure  that  there  will  not  be 
any  land  grabs.  Now  many  people  think  that  I 
oppose  this  measure  in  its  entirety  because  I  am 
anti-administration,  because  I  am  anti-Curley. 
That  is  not  so. 

Coun.  SCANNELL— Mr.  President. 

President  KELLY — For  what  purpose  does  the 
gentleman  rise? 

Coun.  SCANNELL— What  are  we  talking 
about?     Are  we  talking  on  the  order? 

President  KELLY — Does  Councilor  Chase 
yield? 

Coun.  CHASE— No. 

President  KELLY — I  am  sorry,  Councilor  Chase 
will  not  yield. 

Coun.  CHASE — Mr.  President,  I  am  merely 
endeavoring  to  point  out  to  you,  sir,  the  weaknesses 
in  this  provision  before  us.  His  Honor  the  Mayor 
has  the  last  say  in  the  taking  of  this  land.  He  can 
either  approve  it  or  veto  it.  Suppose  his  Honor 
the  Mayor  gets  on  his  high  horse  and  says,  "Gentle- 
men, I  disagree  with  yo.u."  Suppose  he  does  not 
think  that  the  particular  commission  should  take 
these  certain  lots.  Suppose  he  has  his  engineers 
and  experts  who  should  be  considered.  Suppose 
they  get  together  happily  and  compromise  so  that 
everyone  is  happy  over  it.  Suppose,  sir,  that 
because  of  the  happiness  of  these  gentlemen 
involved  the  taxpayers  are  being  forced  to  pay 
several  millions  of  dollars  more  than  needed  if  we 
had  proper  checks  on  them.  That  is  the  sum  and 
substance  of  my  opposition.  I  do  not  think  we 
have  adequate  safeguards.  I  hope,  sir,  that  the 
members  of  the  Council  will  recognize  the  weak- 
nesses of  this  which  I  am  trying  to  point  out  to 
them.  We  should  be  in  a  position  to  check  every 
nickel  that  is  spent  for  land-takings.  We  should 
be  in  a  position  to  say  we  do  not  like  the  way  you 
spent  that  million  dollars,  we  are  not  going  to 
grant  you  another  cent.  If  you  spend  one  million 
dollars  properly,  then  we  will  grant  another  million 
dollars,  and  so  on  until  the  five  million  dollars  has 
been  spent.  That  is  the  way,  sir,  that  any  business 
house  would  provide  a  check  on  the  expenditure 
of  the  money  of  the  business  house.  But  we,  sir, 
are  called  upon  to  give  a  blank  check,  to  go  ahead 
and  buy  in  any  part  of  the  city  any  broken-down 
building,  no  matter  how  high  in  cost  or  how  ridicu- 
lous the  transaction  is,  so  long  as  it  relieves  traffic. 
Now  it  has  been  said  that  the  Boston  Finance 
Commission  has  the  last  say.  The  only  thing 
that  the  Boston  Finance  Commission  has  in  this 
matter  is  the  power  of  publicity.  If  his  Honor 
the  Mayor  and  the  Boston  Real  Estate  Commission 
decide  to  take  property,  no  matter  how  irregular, 
no  matter  how  high  the  cost,  those  takings  are 
legal.  I  defy  anyone  to  correct  them,  irrespective 
of  what  the  Boston  Finance  Commission  reports. 
They  are  perfectly  legal  because  the  Legislature 
has  legalized  it.  The  Legislature  has  said  that 
they  will  pay  us  a  certain  price  on  the  assessed 
valuation,  and  the  Boston  Real  Estate  Commission 
with  the  final  sanction  of  his  Honor  the  Mayor 
will  be  all  that  is  necessary  to  legalize  it.  Now 
suppose  that  the  Boston  Finance  Commission 
comes  out  and  says  it  is  a  big  steal,  you  are  paying 
too  much  money.  The  cat  is  out  of  the  bag. 
We  gave  them  five  million  dollars.  The  gentlemen 
who  appeared  before  us  last  week  stated  that  they 
do  not  want  one  million  dollars  because  they  fear 
somebody  may  criticize  it.  Well,  gentlemen, 
suppose  that  criticism  is  honest  criticism.  Suppose 
that  criticism  is  based  on  reason.  Suppose  that 
the  taxpayers  are  being  robbed.  Then  what? 
Yes,  Mr.  President,  we  should  maintain  a  check. 
We  should  maintain  ourselves  in  a  position  where, 
if  the  Boston  Finance  Commission  scratches  that, 
we  can  shut  off  this  crowd  from  further  money. 
That,  sir,  is  the  sum  and  substance  of  my  case. 
I  trust,  sir,  that  the  members  of  the  Council  will 
give  serious  thought  to  this  before  they  finally 
cast  their  votes. 

Coun.  SCANNELL— Mr.  President,  I  do  not 
like  to  be  put  in  this  position.  Apart  from  what 
the  councilor  from  Ward  4  (Councilor  Chase)  said, 
so  far  as  scandal  is  concerned,  my  main  objection 
to  this  loan  order  is  that  the  members  of  this  Body 
should  have  a  plan.  They  might  be  working  on  a 
plan,  or  the  Boston  Planning  Board,  who,  in  my 
opinion,  should  be  thrown  out  the  window,  have 
been  working  on  a  plan  in  conjunction  with  the 


business  men  and  bankers  of  the  city.  I  do  not 
like  to  see  a  man  take  a  backhand  slap  at  the  ad- 
ministration. Each  one  of  you  members  of  the 
Council  knows  that  the  man  who  is  serving  as 
mayor  of  the  city  has  never  asked  us,  so  far  as  I  am 
concerned,  to  vote  for  this  off-street  parking.  He 
left  it  to  our  own  judgment.  This  man  from  Back 
Bay  comes  up  and  says  it  might  be  a  matter  of  land 
grabs  or  scandal.  It  might  be.  I  do  not  say  it  is 
going  to  be.  But  my  objection  to  this  ban  order 
is  the  same  as  to  the  loan  order  passed  here  tonight. 
I  would  like  to  know  what  the  two  hundred  thou- 
sand dollars  is  going  to  be  spent  for.  I  would  like 
to  know  what  the  five  million  dollars  is  going  to  be 
spent  for.  There  are  pressure  groups  in  this  city. 
It  is  all  right  to  vote  for  five  million  dollars,  but 
you  do  not  know  what  you  are  voting  for.  I  am 
going  to  vote  against  it  with  all  the  criticism  that 
might  ever  come  to  me  by  the  groups  in  this  city. 
I  will  guarantee  you  this,  if  this  thing  is  going  to  be 
passed  this  morning — I  might  stay  here  until  to- 
morrow night — when  you  pass  this  five  million  dol- 
lars for  a  loan  order  to  be  paid  by  the  taxpayers  of 
this  city  you  are  going  to  get  some  parcels  of  land 
adjacent  to  some  of  these  department  stores.  I 
will  guarantee,  if  you  vote  for  it  and  there  will  be  a 
close  scrutiny  on  it,  you  will  get  land  bounded  by 
the  area  of  the  business  sections  of  the  city.  These 
people  do  not  care  about  the  city.  They  are  in- 
terested in  themselves.  There  wiil  not  be  a  build- 
ing torn  down  unless  it  is  worth  $700,000  on  valu- 
ation in  assessments  and  something  adjoining  to  it 
they  would  tear  down  themselves.  I  refer  to  South 
street  and  Lincoln  street'and  the  Chinatown  section 
of  the  city.  I  will  guarantee  to  the  members  of  the 
Council  that  is  where  your  parking  area  will  be.  I 
said  in  1940,  and  it  is  a  matter  of  public  record  but 
they  will  not  print  it,  that  we  should  have  rapid 
transit  parking  areas  and  then  enforce  the  parking 
laws  in  the  city.  On  the  Police  Department,  two 
hundred  men  will  go  on  next  week.  I  hope  they 
put  seventy-five  of  those  men  enforcing  parking 
laws  in  this  city.  There  are  various  people  in  this 
city  who  own  newspapers  and  hotels  who  are  trying 
to  drive  this  down  your  throat.  They  are  not  going 
to  drive  it  down  my  throat. 

Coun.  HANNON — Mr.  President,  I  received  a 
call  this  afternoon  from  the  councilor  from  Charles- 
town  (Councilor  Kinsella)  who  asked  me  to  make 
a  note  that  he  would  be  recorded  in  the  affirmative 
on  this  matter  if  he  were  physically  able  to  be 
here. 

The  question  came  on  the  passage  of  the  order 
and  the  order  passed,  yeas  17,  nays  2: 

Yeas — Councilors  Bayley,  Bryan,  Cantwell, 
Carey,  Cook,  Fish,  Hannon,  Hurley,  Keenan, 
Kelly,  Lane,  Madden,  McCormack,  Moriarty, 
Muchnick,  Russo,  Sullivan. 

Nays — Councilors  Chase  and  Scannell. 

Coun.  MUCHNICK— Mr.  President,  I  move 
that  this  matter  of  off-street  parking  be  referred 
to  the  Exexutive  Committee  and  that  all  persons 
connected  with  picking  sites  and  planning  the 
distribution  areas  be  invited  to  attend  that  meeting 
with  invitations. 

President  KELLY— The  clerk  will  so  notify 
them. 

Coun.  FISH — Mr.  President,  as  chairman  of  the 
Executive  Committee,  having  heard  so  much  talk 
this  afternoon  about  the  various  members  of 
the  Council,  even  those  who  favored  it  and  those 
who  opposed  it,  I  am  going  to  have  another  hear- 
ing, not  necessarily  a  public  hearing,  a  hearing 
by  invitation,  some  time  before  the  next  meeting. 
I  will  probably  arrange  that  tomorrow  or  the  day 
afterwards  and  give  sufficient  notice. 

The  question  came  on  referring  the  matter  to 
the  Executive  Session,  and  the  motion  carried. 


NEXT   MEETING. 

On  motion  of  Councilor  Hurley  the  Council 
voted  that  when  it  adjourned,  it  would  adjourn 
to  meet  again  September  23. 

MOTION   TO   RECONVENE. 

Coun.  SCANNELL— Mr.  President,  I  object  to 
the  two  weeks  adjournment.  I  believe  that  the 
Labor  Day  vacation  period  is  over.  We  should 
meet  every  Monday.  We  have  important  business 
to  take  uo.  I  hope  that  the  Council  will  recon- 
sider this  matter  and  vote  that  we  meet  on  next 
Monday. 
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President  KELLY — Do  you  make  si  motion  to 
reconsider  the  matter  of  an  adjournment  for  two 
weeks? 

Covin.  SCANNELL— Yes. 

The  motion  came  on  reconsideration  of  the  two 
weeks  adjournment  and  wns  defeated. 


INCREASED    SALARY,    POLICE 
DEPARTMENT   MEMBERS. 

Coun.  BRYAN  offered  the  following: 
Ordered,  That  his  Honor  the  Mayor  be  requested 
to   confer  with   the  Police  Commissioner  relative 
to  an  increase  in  salary  for  all  members  of  the 
Police  Department. 

Passed  under  suspension  of  the  rule. 


CERTAIN   SCHOOL   PROPERTY   IN 
WARD  7. 

Coun.  SCANNELL,  for  Councilor  Linehan, 
offered  the  following: 

Ordered,  That  the  School  Committee  be 
requested,  through  his  Honor  the  Mayor,  to 
improve  the  school  property  on  the  corner  of 
Sumner,  Willis  and  Bakersfield  streets,  Dorchester, 
Ward  7,  so  that  it  will  not  be  an  eyesore  any 
longer. 

Passed  under  suspension  of  the  rule. 


REPAIR  OF  OLD   HEAD   HOUSE   PIER. 

Coun.    SCANNELL,    for    Councilor    Linehan, 
offered  the  following: 


Ordered,  That  the  Board  of  Park  Commissioners 
be  directed  by  his  Honor  the  Mayor  to  repair  the 
Old  Head  House  Pier,  which  is  in  deplorable 
condition  at  the  present  time. 

Passed  under  suspension  of  the  rule. 


TYPE   OF   COVERING   ON   WOODEN 
BRIDGES. 

Coun.  SCANNELL,  for  Councilor  Linehan, 
offered  the  following: 

Ordered,  That  Councilor  Linehan's  order  of 
April  8,  1946,  calling  for  a  new  type  of  covering  on 
wooden  bridges,  be  once  again  referred  to  his  Honor 
the  Mayor  in  order  that  the  Council  may  receive 
an  answer  to  the  same. 

Passed  under  suspension  of  the  rule. 


FINANCE   COMMISSION   AND 
APPOINTMENT  OF  CONSTABLES. 

Coun.  CHASE— Mr.  President,  I  move  No.  2 
be  taken  from  the  calendar  and  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  Constables. 

2.  Order  that  Finance  Commission  advise  City 
Council  if  appointment  of  constables  is  contrary  to 
charter. 

The  motion  was  carried.  The  order  was 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  Constables. 


Adjourned  at  2.25  a.  m.  Tuesday,  September  10, 
on  motion  of  Councilor  Muchnick,  to  meet  on 
Monday,  September  23,  1946. 
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CITY  OF  BOSTON. 


Proceedings  of  City  Council. 


Monday,  September  23,  1946. 

Regular  meeting  of  the  City  Council  held  in  the 
Council  Chamber,  City  Hall,  at  2  p.  m.,  President 
KELLY  presiding.    Absent,  Councilor  Fish. 

The  meeting  was  opened  with  the  salute  to  the 
Flag. 


APPOINTMENTS  BY  THE  MAYOR. 

Subject  to  confirmation  by  the  Council,  the 
Mayor  submitted  the  following  appointments,  viz.: 

To  the  position  of  Weighers  of  Coal,  for  the  term 
ending  April  30,  1947: 

Albert  R.  Petrillo,  976  Columbus  avenue,  Rox- 
bury,  Mass.;  Helen  V.  Brine,  6  Mt.  Hope  street, 
Roslindale,  Mass.,  with  The  Whittemore  Company, 
Roslindale,  Mass.;  Adele  Levitt,  632  Morton 
street,  Dorchester,  Mass.,  with  Central  Fuel  Com- 
pany, 999  Columbus  avenue,  Roxbury. " 

To  the  position  of  constable  of  the  City  of  Boston, 
for  the  term  ending  April  30,  1947,  authorized  to 
serve  civil  process  upon  filing  of  bond: 

Bernard  Joseph  Duffy,  721  East  Second  street, 
South  Boston,  Mass.;  Rudolph  L.  Trent,  34  High- 
land street,  Roxbury,  Mass. 

Referred  to  the  Committee  on  Constables  and 
Confirmations. 


PLANTING   TREES   ON   WELD   STREET. 
The  following  was  received: 

City  of  Bostoii, 
Office,  of  the  Mavor,  September  23,  1946. 
To  the  City  Council. 

Gentlemen, — I  transmit  herewith  communica- 
tion from  the  Park  Department,  in  reply  to  your 
Council  Order  of  August  26,  1946,  to  arrange  for 
the  planting  of  trees  on  both  sides  of  Weld  street, 
between  Church  street  and  the  West  Roxbury 
Parkway,  Ward  20. 

Respectfully, 
James  M.  Cubley,  Mayor. 

City  of  Boston, 
Park  Department,  September  4,  1946. 
J.  Joseph  Connors, 

Chief  Clerk,  Mayor's  Office. 
Dear  Sir, —  I  have  your  memorandum  of  August 
29,  with  enclosure,  order  from  the  City  Council 
that  the  Park  Department  plant  trees  on  Weld 
street,  between  Church  street  and  the  West  Rox- 
bury Parkway. 

There  is  no  question  but  what  this  area  should 
be  planted,  but  some  of  the  finest  trees  in  West 
Roxbury  were  cut  down  with  the  widening  of  this 
street,  but  no  pits  have  been  provided  —  no  open- 
ing in  the  granolithic.  It  will  cost  at  least  $35  per 
tree  to  plant  trees  and  I  regret  to  inform  you  no 
money  is  available  at  the  present  time. 

I  will  probably  have  to  obtain  a  transfer  in 
November,  if  so,  I  will  comply  with  the  request 
as  far  as  the  money  will  allow  me  to. 

Very  truly  yours, 
William  P.  Long,  Chairman. 
'  Placed  on  file. 


N.   Y.,    N.   H.   &   H.   R.   R.   TAXES. 
The  following  was  received: 

City  of  Boston, 
Office  of  the  Mayor,  September  23,  1946. 
To  the  City  Council. 

Gentlemen, — I  transmit  herewith  communica- 
tion from  the  Corporation  Counsel,  in  reply  to  your 
Council  Order  of  September  9,  1946,  to  appear 
before  the  City  Council  at  its  next  Executive 
Session  with  information  pertaining  to  the  settle- 


ment of  taxes  due  the  city  by  the  New  York,  New 
Haven  &  Hartford  Railroad  and  to  explain  to  the 
members  of  the  City  Council  whether  or  not  any 
rebates  have  been  given  to  this  company  and 
whether  the  amount  due  the  city  has  been  paid 
»n  full.  Respectfully, 

James  M.  Cokley,  Mayor. 

City  of  Boston, 
Law  Department,  September  10,  1946. 
Hon.  James  M.  Curley, 

Mayor  of  Boston. 
Dear  Mr.  Mayor, — On  September  11  there  was 
referred  to  this  office  for  consideration  and  report 
an  order  of  the  City  Council  passed  on  September 
9,  requesting  the  Corporation  Counsel  to  appear 
before  the  next  Executive  Session  of  the  City  Coun- 
cil in  regard  to  the  settlement  of  taxes  due  the  city 
by  the  New  York,  New  Haven  &  Hartford 
Railroad. 

I  have  to  report  that  the  Corporation  Counsel 
is  still  confined  to  his  home  as  the  result  of  an 
operation  which  he  underwent  three  weeks  ago.  I 
expect  that  he  will  return  to  this  office  about  the 
25th  of  September,  at  which  time  I  shall  call  to 
his  attention  the  order  of  the  City  Council  above 
referred  to. 

Yours  very  truly, 

J-vmes   A.   Kelleher, 
Acting  Corporation  Counsel. 
Placed  on  file. 


INCREASED  PENSIONS. 

The  following  was  received: 

City  of  Boston, 
Office  of  the  Mayor,  September  16,  1946. 
To  the  City  Council. 

Gentlemen, —  I  have  this  day  approved  the 
order  of  your  Honorable  Body  accepting  chap- 
ter 559  of  the  Acts  of  1946. 

This  act  authorizes  the  city  to  increase  the 
pensions  or  retirement  allowances  of  employees 
retired  prior  to  January  1,  1946,  by  an  amount  not 
exceeding  20  per  cent,  provided  that  any  such 
increase  shall  not  make  the  resulting  pension  or 
retirement  allowance  more  than  $1,000. 

I  have  approved  the  act  for  the  main  reason  that 
its  acceptance  does  not  make  it  obligatory  upon 
the  city  to  make  any  increase  in  the  present 
pensions  but  merely  leaves  the  way  open  to  make 
such  increases  as  may  appear  desirable. 

It  is  my.  feeling  that  the  proper  way  to  deal  with 
the  problem  of  the  low  paid  pensioners  who  are 
faced  with  the  present  high  cost  of  living  is  to 
make  an  increase,  applicable  to  past  and  future 
pensioners,  in  the  minimum  pension  allowance. 

The  whole  matter  of  pensions  is  very  much 
complicated  by  the  facts  that  the  city  has  accepted 
the  new  State  Retirement  System;  that  several 
groups  have  already  obtained  an  increase  in  non- 
contributory  pensions;  that  a  commission  has 
been  appointed  to  consider  and  report  on  the  sub- 
ject to  the  Legislature  in  December;  and  that 
chapter  559  applies  only  to  persons  retired  before 
January  1,  1946. 

In  the  meantime,  to  meet  to  some  extent  the 
present  situation,  I  recommend  for  passage  by 
your  Honorable  Body,  the  accompanying  order. 

Until  these  complications  have  been  more  or  less 
cleared  up,  the  order  I  submit  represents  the  limit 
of  increases  I  am  willing  to  approve  at  the  present 
time. 

Respectfully, 
James  M.  Cubley,  Mayor. 

Ordered,  That  under  the  authority  of  chap- 
ter 559  of  the  Acts  of  1946,  and  effective  October  1, 
1946,  the  pension  or  retirement  allowance  of  any 
former  employee  of  the  City  of  Boston  or  of  the 
County  of  Suffolk  whose  pension  or  retirement 
allowance  is  chargeable  to  the  City  of  Boston, 
shall  be  hereby  increased  by  twenty  per  cent  of 
said  pension  or  retirement  allowance,  provided 
that  such  increase  shall  not  be  made  in  the  case  of 
a  pension  or  retirement  allowance  which  is  $720 
or  more  in  amount,  and  provided  further  that  no 
pension  or  retirement  allowance  shall  be  increased 
hereunder  by  an  amount  that  will  make  the  same 
exceed  $720. 

Referred  to  the  Executive  Committee. 
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TRANSFER   OF   APPROPRIATIONS. 
The  following  was  received: 

Citv  of  Boston, 
Office  of  the  Mayor,  September  23,  1046. 
To  the  City  Council. 

Gentlemen, —  The  inclosed  requests  for  transfer 
of  appropriations,  together  with  the  accompanying 
orders,  are  forwarded  for  consideration  and 
adoption  by  your  Honorable  Body. 

Respectfully, 
James  M.  Curley,  Mayor. 

Ordered,  That  in  accordance  with  the  provisions 
of  section  3B  of  chapter  486  of  the  Acts  of  1909,  as 
amended  by  chapter  604  of  the  Acts  of  1941,  the 
City  Auditor  be,  and  hereby  is,  authorized  to 
transfer: 

From  the  appropriation  for  Public  Welfare 
Department,  Central  Office,  $1 ,300,  to  the  appro- 
priation for  Public  Welfare  Department,  Way- 
farers' Lodge,  $1,300. 

City  of  Boston, 
Public  Welfare  Department, 

September  20,  1946. 
To  Hon.  James  M.  Curley,  Mayor  of  Boston. 
From  Mr.   William  G.  O'Hare,  Secretary,  Public 

Welfare  Department. 
Subject:  Transfer. 

Will  you  kindly  make  the  following  transfer  in 
the  appropriation  of  this  department: 

From  Central  Office,  F-9,  Dependent  Aid, 
$1,300,  to  Wayfarers'  Lodge,  C-7,  Furniture  and 
Furnishings,  $1,300. 

Explanation. —  To  provide  funds  for  the  pur- 
chase of  39  cots  and  rubberized  mattresses.  It 
was  necessary  to  discard  75  cots  and  mattresses 
this  year  because  of  wear  and  tear.  These  cots 
will  be  necessary  in  order  to  properly  care  for  men 
who  apply  for  lodgings  at  the  Wayfarers'  Lodge. 
Also,  for  the  purchase  of  100  blankets.  Because 
of  wear  and  tear,  a  substantial  number  of  blankets 
have  been  discarded.  These  blankets  are  abso- 
lutely essential  in  order  to  provide  proper  bed 
clothing  for  lodgers. 

William  G.  O'Hare,  Secretary. 

Ordered,  That  in  accordance  with  the  provisions 
of  section  3B  of  chapter  486  of  the  Acts  of  1909,  as 
amended  by  chapter  604  of  the  Acts  of  1941,  the 
City  Auditor  be,  and  hereby  is,  authorized  to 
transfer: 

From  the  appropriation  for  Public  Welfare 
Department,  Central  Office,  $425,  to  the  appro- 
priation for  Public  Welfare  Department,  Tem- 
porary Home,  $425. 

City  of  Boston, 
Public  Welfare  Department, 

August  26,  1946. 
To  Hon.  James  M.  Curley,  Mayor  of  Boston. 
From   Mr.   William  G.  O'Hare,  Secretary,  Public 

Welfare  Department. 
Subject:  Transfer. 

Will  you  kindly  make  the  following  transfer  in 
the  appropriation  of  this  department: 

From  Central  Office,  F-9,  Dependent  Aid,  $425, 
to  Temporary  Home,  B-39,  General  Repairs,  $425. 
Explanation. —  To    provide    funds  for  the  pay- 
ment of  exit  signs  required  under  building  and  fire 
laws. 

William  G.  O'Hare,  Secretary. 
Referred  to  the  Executive  Committee. 


APPROPRIATION  FROM  PARKMAN  FUND. 

The  following  was  received: 

City  of  Boston, 
Office  of  the  Mayor,  September  23,  1946. 
To  the  City  Council. 

Gentlemen, —  I  am  in  receipt  of  the  attached 
communication  from  the  Board  of  Park  Com- 
missioners requesting  the  appropriation  of  $23,000 
from  the  income  of  the  George  F.  Parkman  Fund, 
to  be  expended  under  the  direction  of  the  Board  of 
Park  Commissioners,  for  the  Maintenance  and 
Improvement  of  the  Common  and  Parks  in 
Existence  on  January  12,  1887. 

The  1946  budget  estimates  of  the  personal 
service  requirements  of  the  Park  Department 
included  an  estimate  of  the  total  income  of  $211,000 
from  the  Parkman  Fund.  The  budget  allowances 
made    provision    for    the    appropriation    of    this 


income  as  it  accrued  for  the  purpose  of  defraying 
the  cost  of  work  actually  performed  on  the  Com- 
mon and  Parks  in  Existence  on  January  12,  1887. 
I  submit  herewith  an  order  appropriating  the 
sum  of  $23,000,  the  accrued  income  now  available 
from  the  Parkman  Fund,  and  respectfully  recom- 
mend its  immediate  passage  by  your  Honorable 
Body. 

Respectfully, 
James  M.  Curkey,  Mayor. 

Ordered,  That  the  sum  of  $23,000  be,  and 
hereby  is,  appropriated  from  the  income  of  the 
George  F.  Parkman  Fund,  to  be  expended  under 
the  direction  of  the  Park  Commissioners,  for  the 
Maintenance  and  Improvement  of  the  Common 
and  Parks  in  Existence  on  January  12,  1887,  as 
follows : 

Common  and  Parks  in  Existence  on 
January  12,  1887,  Maintenance  and 
Improvement  of $23,000 

City  of  Boston, 
Park  Department,  September  11,  1946. 
Hon.  James  M.  Curley, 

Mayor  of  Boston. 
Dear  Sir, — By  vote  of  the  Board  of  Park  Com- 
missioners, you  are  respectfully  asked  to  request 
the  City  Council  to  transfer  from  the  income  of  the 
George  F.  Parkman  Fund  the  sum  of  $23,000 
which  is  now  available,  to  be  expended  under  the 
direction  of  the  Board  of  Park  Commissioners 
as  follows: 

Common  and  Parks  in  Existence  on 
January  12,   1887,  Maintenance  and 

Improvement  of $23,000 

When  making  up  the  budget  estimates  for  the 
year  1946,  a  sum  equal  to  the  total  yearly  income 
of  the  George  F.  Parkman  Fund  was  deducted 
from  Item  A-l,  Permanent  Employees,  with  the 
understanding  that  this  deduction  was  to  be 
replaced  by  the  total  yearly  income  of  said  Park- 
man  Fund  for  1946,  to  be  transferred  as  it  occured 
from  time  to  time  during  the  year  to  the  regular 
maintenance  appropriation  of  the  Park  Depart- 
ment. 

Respectfully  yours, 

William  P.  Long,  Chairman. 
Referred    to    the    Parkman    Fund    Committee. 


BOWLING  ALLEYS— SUNDAY  FEE. 
The  following  was  received: 

City  of  Boston, 
Office  of  the  Mayor,  September  23,  1946. 
To  the  City  Council. 

Gentlemen, — I  submit  herewith  a  proposed 
ordinance  regulating  the  operation  of  bowling 
alleys  on  the  Lord's  Day. 

The  proposed  ordinance  establishes  a  fee  of  one 
dollar  per  alley  each  Sunday  the  alley  is  in  operation. 
In  my  opinion,  this  is  a  fair  fee  in  view  of  the  fact 
that  provision  is  made  in  the  ordinance  to  permit 
owners  of  bowling  alleys  to  operate  all,  or  any 
number,  of  Sundays  during  the  term  of  the  license. 
In  view  of  the  fact  that  the  indoor  season  is 
at  hand,  I  recommend  that  your  Honorable  Body 
give  early  consideration  and  passage  to  the  accom- 
panying ordinance. 

Respectfully, 
James  M.  Curley,  Mayor. 

City  of  Boston. 
In   the   year   Nineteen   Hundred   and   Forty-Six. 
An  Ordinance  Concerning  the  Operation  of  Bowl- 
ing Alleys  on  the  Lord's  Day. 
Be  it  ordained  by  the  City  Council  of  Boston,  as 
follows: 

Section  1.  The  following  regulations  are 
hereby  established  concerning  the  operation  of 
bowling  alleys  on  the  Lord's  Day;  and  for  the 
licensing  of  privately-owned  premises  for  such 
sport  or  game. 

Section  2.  Licenses  for  the  operation  of  bowl- 
ing alleys  may  be  granted  by  the  City  Council 
under  the  terms  and  conditions  as  herein  set  forth. 

Section  3.  Licenses  voted  by  the  City  Council 
shall  be  for  the  term  of  one  year  beginning  October 
fifteenth  of  each  year,  and  shall  be  issued  by  the 
City  Clerk  in  the  manner  set  forth  in  the  following 
section.  The  City  Clerk  shall  receive  from  each 
licensee  a  fee  of  one  dollar  per  alley  for  each  Sun- 
day each  alley  is  in  operation. 
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Section  4.  The  City  Clerk  shall,  if  so  requested, 
issue  licenses  for  less  than  the  total  number  of 
Sundays  during  the  term;  and  shall,  if  so  requested, 
issue  said  license  for  less  than  the  total  number  of 
alleys  located  on  the  premises,  provided,  however, 
that  no  license  issued  upon  such  conditions  shall 
be  issued  for  less  than  four  consecutive  Sundays, 
the  fee  for  which  shall  be  payable  in  advance. 

Section  5.  The  licensee  shall  display  the 
license  to  operate  on  the  Lord's  Day  in  a  prom- 
inent place  on  the  premises. 

Section  6.  The  licensee  agrees  to  accept  a 
iicense  to  operate  bowling  alleys  on  the  Lord's  Day 
on  the  express  conditions  that  duly  accredited 
representatives  of  the  City  of  Boston  and  Com- 
monwealth of  Massachusetts  may  enter  upon  and 
inspect  the  premises  at  any  time;  that  the  pro- 
visions of  chapter  136  of  the  General  Laws,  as 
amended,  will  be  complied  with;  and  the  licensee 
further  agrees  the  failure  to  comply  with  any  of 
the  rules  and  regulations  as  herein  set  forth  or 
subsequently  adopted  by  the  City  Council  of 
Boston,  or  the  Commissioner  of  Public  Safety  of 
the  Commonwealth  of  Massachusetts,  shall  serve 
as  a  revocation  of  the  license,  subject  to  deter- 
mination of  the  City  Council. 

Section  7.  This  ordinance  shall  take  effect 
upon  its  passage. 

Referred  to  the  Committee  on  Ordinances. 


BOWLING  ALLEYS— SUNDAY  OPERATION. 
The  following  was  received : 

Citv  of  Boston, 
Office  of  the  Mayor,  September  23,  1946. 
To  the  City  Council. 

Gentlemen, — I  submit  herewith  an  order  for 
the  acceptance  of  chapter  207  of  the  Acts  of  1946, 
relative  to  the  operation  of  bowling  alleys  on  the 
Lord's  Day. 

It  would  appear  that  there  is  little,  if  any,  ob- 
jection to  the  inauguration  of  Sunday  Bowling  in 
Boston,  consequently,  I  recommend  the  passage 
of  the  accompanying  order. 

In  a  separate  communication,  I  am  submitting 

to   your   Honorable    Body   a   proposed   ordinance 

establishing   a   fee   for   the   operation   of   bowling 

alleys  on  Sunday,  and  setting  up  other  regulations. 

Respectfully, 

James  M.  Curley,  Mayor. 

Ordered,  That  chapter  207  of  the  Acts  of  1946, 
entitled  "An  Act  Relative  to  the  Licensed  Opera- 
tion on  the  Lord's  Day  of  Bowling  Alleys"  be, 
and  hereby  is,  accepted. 

Referred  to  the  Committee  on  Licenses. 


FEDERAL  LEASE  OF  NORTH  FERRY  LAND 
AND   DOCKS. 

The  following  was  received : 

City  of  Boston, 
Office  of  the  Mayor,  September  23,  1946. 
To  the  City  Council. 

Gentlemen, — I  submit  herewith  an  order  to  lease 
to  the  Federal  government,  city  land  and  docks 
which  were  formerly  part  of  the  North  Ferry, 
together  with  a  portion  of  Border  street,  East 
Boston,  which  has  been  discontinued  by  the  Board 
of  Street  Commissioners. 

The  proposed  lease  is  a  continuance  of  a  lease 
authorized  by  your  Honorable  Body  in  1941,  under 
the  terms  of  which  the  United  States  Navy  has 
occupied  the  premises.  The  Commissioner  of  Pub-- 
lie  Works  is  in  favor  of  extending  the  term  of  the 
present  lease.  I  submit  herewith  letters  from  the 
Commissioner  of  Public  Works  and  Rear  Admiral 
M.  L.  Deyo,  United  States  Navy,  Commandant 
of  the  First  Naval  District. 

I  have  no  objection  to  the  extension  of  this 
existing  lease  for  the  period  requested  by  the  Navy 
Department,  and  I  therefore  recommend  the  pass- 
age of  the  accompanying  order  by  your  Honorable 
Body. 

Respectfully, 
James  M.  Curley,  Mayor. 

City  of  Boston, 
Public   Works   Department, 

September  12,  1946. 
Hon.  James  M.  Curley, 

Mayor  of  Boston. 
Dear  Mr.  Mayor, — I  return  herewith  letter  from 
Rear  Admiral  M.  L.  Deyo,  U.  S.  N.,  Commandant, 


Headquarters,  First  Naval  District,  regarding  a 
renewal  of  lease  which  the  Federal  Government  has 
covering  City  property  on  Border  street,  East 
Boston. 

The  property  covered  by  the  lease  is  City  land 
and  docks  which  were  a  part  of  the  North  Ferry, 
and  a  portion  of  Border  street  which  was  discon- 
tinued by  an  order  of  the  Board  of  Street  Com- 
missioners. 

The  existing  lease  which  expires  this  year,  was 
made  in  accordance  with  an  order  of  the  City  Coun- 
cil, passed  at  its  meeting  of  April  28,  1941,  and 
approved  by  the  Mayor  of  Boston  on  April  29, 
1941.  The  present  request  from  the  Navy  De- 
partment is  to  make  a  lease  for  a  term  of  five  years 
rather  than  have  the  lease  terminate  by  procla- 
mation terminating  the  unlimited  National  Emer- 
gency which  has  been  in  existence  during  the  state 
of  war. 

As  far  as  this  department  is  concerned,  there  are 
no  objections  to  complying  with  the  request  made 
by  Rear  AdmL-al  Deyo,  and  I  have  had  the  Law 
Department  prepare  a  proper  form  of  order  for 
presentation  to  the  City  Council,  renewing  this 
lease  for  a  period  of  five  years,  at  an  annual  rental 
for  the  use  of  the  property,  of  $1  per  year. 

I  return  herewith  the  lease  which  accompanied 
Admiral  Deyo's  letter,  in  which  certain  provisions 
have  been  included  at  the  request  of  this  depart- 
ment, and  I  attach  five  copies  of  the  order  pre- 
pared by  the  Law  Department,  which  I  respectfully 
request  be  transmitted  by  Your  Honor  to  the  City 
Council,  for  appropriate  action. 

Respectfully  yours, 

Robert  P.  Curley, 
Commissioner   of   Public   Works. 

Whereas,  The  City  of  Boston  is  the  owner  of 
certain  property  known  as  the  North  Ferry,  sit- 
uated in  the  East  Boston  District,  containing  ap- 
proximately 58,987  square  feet  of  land  and  flats, 
together  with  the  wharves  and  buildings  thereon. 
This  property  was  acquired  in  fee  by  purchase  in 
1859.  The  deed  of  conveyance  of  said  property 
to  the  City  of  Boston  is  dated  February  24,  1859, 
recorded  with  Suffolk  Deeds,  Book  753,  page  40; 
and 

Whereas,  The  City  of  Boston  is  the  owner  in 
fee  of  that  part  of  Border  street,  a  public  highway 
containing  approximately  21,546  square  feet  of 
land,  lying  southwesterly  of  the  southwesterly  side- 
line of  Sumner  street  and  running  from  said  Sumner 
street  to  the  said  North  Ferry.  The  title  of  the 
City  of  Boston  to  this  part  of  Border  street  was 
acquired  by  two  deeds;  the  first  of  said  deeds  being 
dated  and  recorded  as  aforesaid,  and  the  second 
of  said  deeds  being  dated  November  9,  1885  and 
recorded  with  Suffolk  Deeds,  Book  1701,  page  294; 
and 

Whereas,  That  part  of  Border  street  lying  south- 
westerly of  Sumner  street  is  to  be  discontinued  as  a 
public  highway;   and 

Whereas,  The  said  North  Ferry  is  no  longer 
needed  for  public  purposes,  and  the  said  part  of 
Border  street  to  be  discontinued  will  at  the  date 
of  said  discontinuance  be  no  longer  needed  for 
public  purposes;   and 

Whereas,  The  United  States  of  America,  Navy 
Department,  the  owner  of  certain  property  sit- 
uated southerly  of  and  abutting  on  the  said  North 
Ferry  and  the  said  part  of  Border  street  to  be  dis- 
continued, desires  to  lease  the  said  property  of  the 
City  of  Boston  for  a  term  not  exceeding  five  years; 
now,  therefore,  it  is  hereby 

Ordered,  That  his  Honor  the  Mayor  of  the  City 
of  Boston  be,  and  he  hereby  is,  authorized  to  lease 
in  the  name  and  behalf  of  the  City  of  Boston,  by 
an  instrument  in  writing  satisfactory  in  form  to 
the  Law  Department  of  the  City  of  Boston,  the 
said  premises  hereinbefore  referred  to  and  known 
as  the  North  Ferry,  together  with  that  part  of 
Border  street  hereinbefore  referred  to  upon  its 
discontinuance  as  a  public  highway,  to  the  United 
States  of  America,  Navy  Department,  for  the  pur- 
poses of  said  department,  for  a  term  not  exceeding 
five  years,  at  an  annual  rental  of  one  dollar,  subject, 
however,  to  the  condition  that  no  building  or 
structure  shall  be  erected  upon  the  said  premises 
unless  plans  thereof  have  first  been  approved  in 
writing  by  the  Commissioner  of  Public  Works  of 
the  City  of  Boston. 

President  KELLY — In  view  of  the  fact  that  this 
is  a  lease  to  the  Federal  Government,  the  Chair 
is  going  to  refer  this  to  the  Executive  Committee 
instead  of  to  the  Committee  on  Public  Lands. 

Coun.  LINEHAN — Mr.  President,  a  point  of 
information.     On  some  of  the  orders  which  were 
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read  earlier  which  recommended  the  appropriation 
of  money,  they  were  referred  to  the  Executive 
Committee?  „  ,        „, 

President  KELLY — One  was  a  transfer,  those 
were  all  referred  to  the  Executive  Committee. 
The  order  on  the  Parkman  Fund  was  referred  to 
the  Parkman  Fund  Committee. 

(Dun.  LINEHAN— How  about  some  of  the 
earlier  ones?  ,  . 

President  KELLY— I  think  they  are  transfer 
orders. 

Coun.  LINEHAN— All  transfers? 

President  KELLY— Those  are  the  only  orders, 
the  transfers.  . 

Coun.  LINEHAN— All  right, 


COMPENSATION   PLANS, 
SUFFOLK   COUNTY  EMPLOYEES. 

The  following  was  received : 

City  of  Boston, 
Office  of  the  Mayor,  September  23,  1946. 
To  the  City  Council. 

Gentlemen, — I  transmit  herewith  for  considei- 
ation  by  your  Honorable  Body  the  attached  pro- 
posal bv  the  Budget  Commissioner  to  amend  the 
"Compensation  and  Classification  Plans  for  the 
Officers  and  Employees  of  Suffolk  County. 
Respectfully, 
James  M.  Curley,  Mayor. 

City  of  Boston, 
Budget  Department,  September  23,  194G. 
To  the  Mayor  and  City  Council. 

Honorable  dear  Sirs,— The  District  Attorney  of 
Suffolk  County  has  requested  that  the  Compen- 
sation and  Classification  Plans  for  the  Officers  and 
Employees  of  Suffolk  County,'  be  amended  by  re- 
establishing the  classification  of  Chief  Stenographer 
and  Indictment  Clerk.  This  position  was  included 
in  the  County  Plan  upon  its  inception  in  1931,  but 
was  abolished  on  recommendation  of  the  then 
Budget  Commissioner  in  November  of  1938,  and 
the  position  of  Indictment  Clerk  substituted.  The 
Budget  Commissioner  apparently  assumed  at  the 
time,  at  least  by  inference,  that  the  District  Attor- 
ney desired  this  change  because  in  submitting  his 
appointment  to  fill  the  then  existing  vacancy  of 
Chief  Stenographer  and  Indictment  Clerk,  the 
District  Attorney  used  the  title  of  Indictment 
Clerk  and  established  a  salary  which  was  $100  less 
than  the  minimum  provided  for  Chief  Stenographer 
and  Indictment  Clerk.  The  District  Attorney  now 
states  that  it  was  not  his  intention  to  abolish  the 
classification  of  Chief  Stenographer  and  Indictment 
Clerk,  and  that  the  then  Budget  Commissioner 
must  have  taken  this  action  because  of  a  mis- 
understanding. 

Under  the  circumstances,  and  in  accordance  with 
the  provisions  of  the  Rules  for  the  Administration 
of  Classification  and  Compensation  Plans  for  the 
Employees  of  Suffolk  County  I  inform  your  Honor 
and  the  City  Council  it  is  now  proposed  to  abolish 
the  following  classification: 

Title  of  Class:   Indictment  Clerk. 

Duties:  Under  general  direction,  to  assign  and 
list  Grand  Jury  cases  to  draw  all  indictments  re- 
sulting from  Grand  Jury  action;  to  keep  necessary 
records;  to  supervise  and  assign  the  clerical  work 
of  the  District  Attorney's  office;  and  to  perform 
other  related  work. 

Range  of  Gompensation:  Annual,  $2,500-$2,600- 
$2,700-$2,800-S2,900-$3,000 

and  in  its  place  substitute  the  following  classifi- 
cation: ,  _ 

Title  of  Class:  Chief  Stenographer  and  Indict- 
ment Clerk. 

Duties:  Under  general  direction,  to  act  as  stenog- 
rapher for  the  Grand  Jury;  to  assign  and  list  Grand 
•lurv  cases;  to  draw  all  indictments  resulting  from 
Grand  Jury  action;  to  keep  necessary  records; 
i  o  supervise  and  assign  the  clerical  and  stenographic 
work  of  the  District  Attorney's  office;  and  to  per- 
form other  related  work. 

I'.,,,-,,,  of  Compensation:  Annual,  $2,G00-$2,900- 
$3,200-83,500. 

Very  truly  yours, 

John  A.  Sullivan, 
Budget  Commissioner. 

Ordered,  That  the  Compensation  and  Classifi- 
cation Plans  for  the  Officers  and  Employees  of 
Suffolk  County,  as  adopted  by  the  City  Council 
on    \|,iil  13,  1931,  and  approved  by  the  Mayor  on 


April    15,    1931,    be,    and    the   same    hereby    are, 
amended,  by  abolishing  the  following  classification: 

Title  of  Glass:  Indictment  Clerk. 

Duties:  Under  general  direction,  to  assign  and 
list.  Grand  Jury  cases;  to  draw  all  indictments 
resulting  from  Grand  Jury  action;  to  keep  necessary 
records;  to  supervise  and  assign  the  clerical  work 
of  the  District  Attorney's  office;  and  to  perform 
other  related  work. 

Range  of  Compensation:  Annual,  $2,.r>00-$2,G00- 
$2,700-82, 800- $2,900-83,000 

and    substituting    therefor    the    following    classi- 
fication: 

Title  of  Class:  Chief  Stenographer  and  Indict- 
ment Clerk. 

Duties:  Under  general  direction,  to  act  as  stenog- 
rapher for  the  Grand  Jury;  to  assign  and  list  Grand 
Jury  eases;  to  draw  all  indictments  resulting  from 
Grand  Jury  action;  to  keep  necessary  records;  to 
supervise  and  assign  the  clerical  and  stenographic 
work  of  the  District  Attorney's  office;  and  to  per- 
form other  related  work. 

Range  of  Compensation:  Annual,  $2, GOO- $2,900- 
$3,200-83,500. 

Referred  to  the  Committee  on  County  Accounts. 


DRIVEWAY    OPENINGS. 

The  following  was  received: 

Petition  of  the  Federal  Reserve  Bank  of  Boston 
for  drivewav  opening  at  4-G-12  Pearl  street  and 
99-11 1A  Milk  street. 

Petition  of  Sun  Spots,  Inc.  for  driveway  opening 
at  874  Dorchester  avenue. 

Petition  of  A.  DiMaseio  for  drivewav  opening  at 
209  and  215  Boston  street. 

Referred  to  the  Committee  on  Licenses. 


PETITIONS   REFERRED. 

The  following  petitions  were  received  and  re- 
ferred to  the  committee  named,  viz.: 

Claims. 

Edward  Abramson,  for  compensation  for  damage 
to  car  by  city  car. 

Harold  J.  Bentley,  to  be  reimbursed  for  money 
lost  while  patient  at  City  Hospital. 

Angelo  E.  Caraeostas,  for  compensation  for  dam- 
age to  property  at  39  Dwinell  street,  during  repairs 
to  sidewalk. 

Mark  Corrado,  for  compensation  for  damage  to 
property  at  953  Saratoga  street,  caused  by  bursting 
of  water  pipe. 

James  Joseph  Cox,  to  be  reimbursed  as  result 
of  accident  which  occurred  while  in  performance 
of  duty  as  employee  of  Public  Works  Department. 

Michael  V.  Dailey,  to  be  reimbursed  as  result  of 
accident  which  occurred  while  in  performance  of 
duty  as  employee  of  Park  Department. 

Eileen  F.  Ford,  for  compensation  for  damage  to 
property  at  15  Maynard  street,  caused  by  lowering 
of  grade  of  Maynard  street. 

Andrew  F.  Garrity,  for  compensation  for  damage 
to  property  at  19  Maynard  street,  caused  by  lower- 
ing of  grade  of  sidewalk. 

Anna  Gochberg,  for  compensation  for  injuries 
caused  by  an  alleged  defect  in  Seaver  street. 

Mrs.  Guinto,  for  compensation  for  damage  to 
car  by  city  truck. 

Walter  J.  Hussey,  for  compensation  for  damage 
to  car  by  city  truck. 

Henry  P.  Lelito,  for  compensation  for  damage  to 
car  by  police  cruising  car. 

Peter  Leonard,  for  compensation  for  injuries 
caused  by  an  alleged  defect  in  Brighton  avenue. 

Myer  Levetin,  for  compensation  for  damage  to 
car  by  fire  engine. 

Gertrude  H.  Nelligan,  to  be  reimbursed  for  ex- 
penses incurred  in  digging  for  leak  in  water  pipe 
at  29  East  street,  Dorchester. 

Henry  T.  Nielsen,  to  be  reimbursed  for  clothing 
lost  at  City  Hospital. 

John  J.  Power,  to  be  reimbursed  as  result  of  acci- 
dent which  occurred  while  in  performance  of  duty 
as  employee  of  Fire  Department. 

Ethel  L.  Ransbottom,  for  compensation  for  dam- 
age to  car  caused  by  an  alleged  defect  in  Broadway. 

Margaret  F.  Rusk,  for  compensation  for  injuries 
caused  by  an  alleged  defect  at  401  Centre  street. 

Edward  J.  Russell,  to  be  reimbursed  as  result 
of  accident  which  occurred  while  in  performance  of 
duty  as  employee  of  Fire  Department. 
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James  P.  Spillane,  for  compensation  for  damage 
to  ear  by  fire  wagon. 

Ruth  Stankard,  for  compensation  for  injuries 
caused  by  alleged  defect  in  Public  Garden. 

Charles  E.  Barry,  for  compensation  for  damage 
to  property  at  92  Hollingsworth  street,  caused  by 
heavy  trucking  along  street. 


EAST   BOSTON   FERRY. 

The  following  was  received: 

Application  of  Boston  Waterways,  Inc.,  for  license 
to  operate  ferry  from  Congress  street  to  East 
Boston. 

Referred  to  the  Committee  on  Licenses. 


APPOINTMENT  OF  JOSEPH  A.  MUTASCIO. 

Notice  was  received  from  the  Health  Department 
of  appointment  of  Joseph  A.  Mutascio,  2  Wyman 
place,  Jamaica  Plain  as  collector  of  milk  samples, 
effective  September  18,  1946,  at  $6  a  day,  plus 
$200  E.C.A. 

Placed  on  file. 


COMMISSION   FOR   STUDY   OF   CHARTER 

Notice  was  received  of  the  appointment  of 
Judge  Daniel  J.  Gillen  and  Mr.  Rupert  S.  Carven 
as  members  of  the  Special  Commission  for  In- 
vestigation and  Study  of  the  Charter  of  the  City 
of  Boston  and  special  laws  governing  said  City  and 
County  of  Suffolk. 

Placed  on  file. 


LEASE   OF   CUDWORTH   SCHOOL. 

Notice  was  received  from  the  School  Com- 
mittee of  the  City  of  Boston  of  an  order  passed 
unanimously  requesting  the  City  Council  authorize 
the  School  Committee  to  lease  to  the  Major  P.  J. 
Grady  Camp,  No.  3,  United  Spanish  War  Veterans, 
Department  of  Massachusetts,  the  Cudworth 
School,  Grove  street,  corner  of  Paris  street,  East 
Boston. 

Placed  on  file. 


NOTICES  OF   HEARINGS. 

Notice  was-  received  from  the  Department  of 
Public  Utilities  of  hearing  on  petition  of  the  Boston 
Elevated  Street  Railway  Company  for  the  opera- 
tion of  trackless  trolleys  from  Dudley  Street  to 
Dorchester. 

Notice  was  received  from  the  Department  of 
Public  Utilities  of  hearing  on  petition  of  the  Boston 
Elevated  Railway  Company  for  the  operation  of 
trackless  trolleys  from  Dudley  Street  to  Roxbury 
and  Jamaica  Plain. 

Notice  was  received  from  the  Department  of 
Public  Utilities  of  hearing  October  10  on  petition 
of  John  Almeida,  Jr.,  doing  business  as  Almeida's 
Bus  Service  for  operation  of  bus  route  from  Park 
Square  to  Mattapan  Square. 

Placed  on  file. 


REPAIR   OF   HEAD   HOUSE   PIER. 
The  following  was  received: 

City  of  Boston, 
Office  of  the  Mayor,  September  23,  1946. 
To  the  City  Council. 

Gentlemen, — I  transmit  herewith  communica- 
tion from  the  Park  Department,  in  reply  to  your 
Council  order  of  September  9,  1946,  to  repair  the 
Old  Head  House  Pier,  which  is  in  deplorable 
condition  at  the  present  time. 

Respectfully, 
James  Mi  Cukley,  Mayor. 

City  of  Boston, 
Park  Department,  September  16,  1946. 
J.  Joseph  Connors, 

Chief  Clerk,  Mayor's  Office. 
Dear  Mr.  Connors, — I  have  your  memorandum 
of  September  11,  with  enclosure,  order  from  the 
Honorable  members  of  the  City  Council  to  repair 
the  Old  Head  House  Pier. 

I  regret  exceedingly  to  inform  you  the  lowest 
possible  price  I  have  been  able  to  obtain  on  repairs 


was  $175,000.     That  was  in  the   fall  of  last  year. 
At  the  present  time  it  will  cost  at  least  $235,000. 

I  will  try  and  make  arrangements  to  obtain  this 
money  and  readvertise  this  job,  at  the  earliest 
possible  moment. 

Very  truly  yours, 
William  P.  Long,  Chairman. 
Placed  on  file. 


SCHOOL       DEPARTMENT      TO      ABOLISH 
SERVICE  CHARGES. 

Coun.  MADDEN  and  LANE  offered  the 
following: 

Ordered,  That  the  School  Committee  of  the 
City  of  Boston  be  requested,  through  his  Honor 
the  Mayor,  to  abolish  the  service  charge  of  $6  now 
assessed  on  veterans  attending  the  High  School 
of  Commerce. 

President  .KELLY— Motions,  orders  and  reso- 
lutions.    Councilor  Madden. 

The  Chair  will  remind  the  Body  several  persons 
have  been  invited  to  appear  before  the  Executive 
Committee.  If  we  can  recess  about  three  o'clock 
to  go  into  executive  session  they  will  be  waiting  for 
us. 

Coun.  HANNON — Mr.  President,  I  do  not  know 
who  invites  these  people  to  appear  before  the 
Executive  Committee  and  why  they  are  invited. 
After  all  I  think  we  are  a  Body  and  supposed  to 
make  our  own  rules.  Apparently  the  newspapers 
or  some  of  them  are  setting  the  hours  of  our  meet- 
ings, setting  the  hours  on  what  we  are  going  to  do 

President  KELLY — Just  a  minute,  councilor, 
not  to  interrupt  you,  but  there  was  a  motion  made 
at  the  last  meeting  that  certain  gentlemen  be 
invited  to  our  next  executive  board  meeting. 

Coun.  HANNON— Mr.  President,  I  think  the 
motion  was  that  there  be  an  executive  meeting 
held  between  that  meeting  and  our  regular  meeting 
and  these  people  would  be  invited  then.  I  was 
partly  responsible  for  the  enactment  of  the  motion. 
There  was  supposed  to  be  a  special  meeting  of  the 
Executive  Committee  held  between  our  regular 
meeting  two  weeks  ago  and  this  meeting  today. 
I  for  one  do  not  like  the  idea  of  coming  in  here  and 
having  our  business  curtailed.  The  business  of  the 
city  is  rushed  through.  We  are  supposed  to  go  out 
of  here  at  three  o'clock  in  the  afternoon.  We  will 
either  be  rushed  through  and  out  there  or  else  we 
are  going  to  stay  here  all  night,  again  trying  to 
get  information  to  which  we  are  rightly  entitled. 
As  far  as  I  am  concerned,  I  believe  we  belong  in 
here  until  we  properly  transact  our  business.  If 
there  is  going  to  be  any  guest  invited  to  the 
executive  session,  I  think  we  the  individual  mem- 
bers of  this  City  Council  or  the  members  of  the 
Executive  Committee  are  the  ones  to  invite  guests. 
It  should  not  be  the  whim  or  fancy  of  one  individual 
or  one  paper.  It  is  up  to  every  member  of  the 
Body.  We  are  inviting  people  to  appear  before 
the  Executive  Committee.  It  is  up  to  the  Com- 
mittee members  who  we  want  and  when  we  want 
them.  I  think  in  fairness  to  the  citizenry  of  Boston 
we  should  give  a  proper  hearing,  set  aside  a  day  on 
which  we  can  hear  the  pro  and  con  and  not  come 
in  here  and  be  rushed  through  at  three  o'clock  in 
the  afternoon.  We  are  telling  the  members  here 
now  to  cut  short  any  talks  or  speeches  on  any 
orders  pertaining  to  their  district  so  we  can  get 
out  at  three  o'clock  because  somebody  has  invited 
some  big  shot  apparently  to  come  up  here.  They 
cannot  wait  but  the  councilors  here  have  to  set 
their  time  in  order  to  meet  the  convenience  of 
somebody  who  has  been  invited  by  the  Lord  knows 
whom. 

President  KELLY — The  Chair  will  make  a 
statement.  Unfortunately  the  chairman  of  the 
Executive  Committee  has  been  confined  to  the 
hospital.  He  has  been  sick  and  therefore  there 
has  been  no  meeting  of  the  Executive  Committee. 
As  far  as  any  outsiders  being  invited  by  anybody 
to  the  Executive  Committee,  those  persons  were 
invited  on  the  motion  of  the  Boston  City  Council 
at  the  last  regular  meeting. 

Coun.  HANNON — Mr.  President,  a  point  of 
information. 

President  KELLY — Just  a  minute,  councilor, 
until  I  get  through. 

Coun.  HANNON — What  was  the  motion  made 
at  the  last  meeting?  Let  us  have  that  straightened 
out. 

President  KELLY — The  minutes  of  the  meeting 
have  not  arrived.  Does  Councilor  Muchnick  recall 
his  motion? 
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Conn.  MUCHNICK  \s  1  remember  the  mo- 
tion, ii  was  thai  we  hear  all  persons  interested  at 
an  executive  meeting,  Those  persons  were  to  be 
united.  Again  if  1  remember  correctly,  il  was  by 
the  chairman  of  the  Executive  Committee.  He  is 
detailing  that  (unction  to  you.  I  for  one  can  .sec  no 
objection  to  your  having  done  it. 

President  KKU.Y — The  chair  might  state  that 
evidently  the  Chairman  of  the  Executive  Com- 
mittee lias  invited  these  persons.  Unfortunately 
the  chairman  lias  been  sick  in  the  hospital.  The 
Chair  will  state  when  he  made  the  statement  earlier 
in  the  meeting  he  realized  the  Council  in  its  wisdom 
does  not  have  to  adjourn  at  three  o'clock  to  go  into 
executive  session.  The  Council  can  stay  '»  lull 
session  so  long  as  it  desires.  The  Chair  has  no 
authority  at  all  to  shut  off  any  member  of  the 
Council  on  any  order.  I  just  made  the  announce- 
ment the  gentlemen  have  been  invited  to  the 
Executive  Committee,  as  the  motion  was  made  at 
the  last  regular  meeting.  Those  gentlemen  have 
come  here  upon  invitation  and  not  upon  the  in- 
vitation of  the  Chair. 

Coun.  HANNON — Mr.  President,  I  have  no 
fault  to  find  with  the  Chair.  Unfortunately  the 
chairman  of  the  Executive  Committee  is  indisposed 
or  sick.  He  has  requested  somebody  else  to  send 
out  invitations.  I  am  willing  to  abide  by  that.  I 
am  finding  fault  with  the  fact  that  at  least  the 
moral  understanding  here  two  weeks  ago  was  that 
we  were  to  have  an  Executive  Committee  some  day 
between  that  meeting  and  the  next  meeting  and 
that  we  were  to  have  plenty  of  time  in  order  to 
interview  proponents  and  opponents  of  the  pro- 
posed five  million  dollar  loan.  I  read  in  the  papers 
that  the  meeting  was  called  for  tomorrow.  As  a 
matter  of  fact,  I  was  in  here  this  morning.  I  an- 
swered two  or  three  telephone  calls  where  there 
were  conflicts  in  the  paper  as  to  what  time  the 
meeting  was  to  be  held.  Mr.  Desmond  of  the 
Traffic  Commission  called  up  and  asked  me  what 
time  he  was  to  be  here.  I  said. I  did  not  know.  He 
said,  "Isn't  there  a  special  meeting  ?"  I  said,  "I 
do  not  think  so."  I  did  not  receive  any  notice  of 
one.  He  said,  "Well,  I  read  about  it  in  the  paper. 
It  is  to  be  at  11  o'clock.  One  of  the  councilors 
called  me  up  and  told  me  it  was  to  be  3  o'clock." 
That  is  the  conundrum  I  am  faced  with.  Two 
weeks  ago  it  was  the  understanding  of  every 
councilor  here  that  there  was  to  be  a  meeting  of 
the  Executive  Committee  called  and  we  were 
going  to  have  a  whole  day  to  discuss  the  pros  and 
cons  of  off-street  parking. 

President  KELLY — I  understood  it  the  same 
way,  councilor.  Unfortunately  the  chairman  of 
the  Executive  Committee  has  been  sick.  I  am 
informed  the  chairman  of  the  Executive  Committee 
instructed  the  City  Clerk  to  instruct  the  Clerk  of 
Committees  to  send  out  the  notice  to  the  various 
gentlemen  to  appear  at  the  meeting. 

Coun.  HANNON — Mr.  President,  may  I  quote 
from  the  minutes  of  the  last  meeting,  page  434? 

"Coun.  FISH — Mr.  President,  as  chairman 
of  the  Executive  Committee,  having  heard  so 
much  talk  this  afternoon  about  the  various 
members  of  the  Council,  even  those  who  favored 
it  and  those  who  opposed  it,  I  am  going  to  have 
another  hearing,  not  necessarily  a  public  hearing, 
a  hearing  by  invitation,  sometime  before  the  next 
meeting.  I  will  probably  arrange  that  to- 
morrow or  the  day  afterwards  and  give  sufficient 
notice." 

President  KELLY — The  Chair  recalls  his  mak- 
ing that  statement.  Unfortunately  he  was  confined 
to  the  hospital  or  to  his  home. 

Coun.  HANNON— Mr.  President,  then  out  of 
courtesy  to  the  chairman,  we  should  notify  these 
guests  invited  today  they  can  come  some  other  day. 
They  have  inconvenienced  the  Council  two  or  three 
times  by  not  showing  up.  I  do  not  think  we  will 
greatly  inconvenience  them  if  we  ask  them  to 
return  some  other  day. 

President  KELLY"— If  that  is  the  will  of  the 
Body,  the  President  will  gladly  entertain  a  motion. 
Coun.  MUCHNICK— Mr.  President,  just  the 
reverse  of  that  is  true.  If  at  3  o'clock  we  go  into 
executive  session  and  if  we  find  after  that  it  takes 
more  time,  we  can  recess  the  executive  session  or 
continue  it  until  some  other  time  and  hear  every- 
body else.  But  until  such  time  as  we  find  we  need 
more  time  we  ought  to  continue  with  the  plans  as 
they  now  are.  If  a  motion  is  in  order,  I  would  just 
as  soon  move  a  recess  at  3  o'clock. 

President  KELLY — There  is  no  motion  in  order. 
There  is  an  order  before  the  Body.  (The  clerk 
read  the  order.) 


Coun.  MADDEN'— Mr.  President,  to  me  this 
seems  to  be  one  of  the  most,  unfair  if  not  stupid 
tilings  that  I  have  seen  ever  since  I  have  come 
back  from  overseas.  Here  you  have  hundreds  of 
boys  and  girls  whose  schooling  was  interrupted  to 
go  to  war,  Boston  boys,  kids  who  never  had  a 
chance.  While  they  were  in  high  school  the 
moment  they  became  seventeen  Uncle  Sam  said, 
"Come  on  and  get  in  the  Army."  Now  they  are 
back.  They  did  a  terrific  job  over  there.  Every- 
thing we  have  we  owe  in  no  small  measure  to  those 
kids.  They  try  to  get  into  college  and  every 
college  in  the  country  is  crowded.  They  cannot 
get  in.  A  lot  of  them  are  short  on  credits.  They 
have  to  quit  in  their  sophomore  or  junior  year. 
They  go  back  to  high  school.  The  City  of  Boston 
is  charging  high  school  boys,  veterans,  X  a  week 
to  go  to  school.  Gentlemen,  that  is  rotten.  Up 
here  at  the  State  House,  foreigners  who  never  have 
done  a  thing  for  the  Commonwealth  of  Massa- 
chusetts or  for  America  have  free  schooling,  and 
free  books.  But  boys  and  girls,  your  boys  and 
girls  and  my  boys  and  girls,  your  neighbors  and  my 
neighbors,  when  these  kids  come  back  and  start 
in  at  school,  our  School  Committee  says,  "Give 
me  $6  a  week  or  leave."  By  what  authority? 
Gentlemen,  it  is  time  that  the  Mayor  called  the 
School  Committee  in  and  said,  "Gentlemen,  stop 
that  business."  When  veterans  come  back  trying 
to  get  their  feet  on  the  ground,  trying  to  take  their 
place  in  society  and  have  to  pay  $6  a  week  to  go  to 
a  public  school,  something  must  be  done  and  should 
be  done  very  fast. 

Coun.  LINEHAN— Mr.  President,  I  think  I 
took  this  matter  up  with  one  of  the  members  of 
the  School  Committee  the  first  part  of  the  week. 
I  inquired  about  their  right  to  be  charging  these 
boys  $6  per  week.  I  was  informed  that  the  money 
was  coming  from  the  Federal  Government.  I 
argued  with  the  member  at  that  time  even  though 
it  was  coming  from  the  Federal  Government  in  all 
probability  it  was  coming  out  of  the  amount  of 
money  the  veteran  might  be  able  to  get  out  of  the 
Federal  Government  for  his  entire  education  as  the 
years  go  on.  That  is  to  say,  depending  on  the 
number  of  years  a  boy  served  in  the  service  he 
gets  so  much  money  in  dollars  and  cents  to  be 
spent  on  his  education.  If  he  uses  that  amount 
of  money  up  he  has  to  pay  for  his  personal  edu- 
cation out  of  his  own  pocket. 

Coun.  KINSELLA— Mr.  President,  I  dislike 
breaking  in.  I  am  curious  to  know  what  this 
charge  is  for  and  if  it  applies  to  every  high  school 
in  the  city.  I  would  like  to  know  so  I  can  fit  in  the 
remarks  of  the  various  councilors  £>n  this  unfair 
practice. 

Coun.  LINEHAN — I  have  not  as  much  detailed 
information  as  the  gentleman  from  Ward  22 
(Councilor  Madden).  It  is  my  understanding 
there  is  only  one  high  school  in  Boston,  the  High 
School  of  Commerce,  which  is  charging  for  the 
entrance  of  returning  veterans.  Why  they  are 
doing  that  at  the  High  School  of  Commerce  I  do 
not  know.  It  is  probably  because  of  the  so-called 
post  graduate  courses  they  are  taking.  I  am  not 
quite  versed  in  that.  Probably  the  gentleman 
from  Ward  22  knows.  It  seems  to  me  $(i  can  add 
up  for  the  term  of  one  year  or  two  years  to  quite 
a  bit.  It  will  be  deducted  from  the  education 
they  might  require  later  on  if  they  graduate.  I 
simply  hope  the  members  of  the  Boston  School 
Committee  if  they  have  not  done  so  will  instruct 
the  people  at  the  High  School  of  Commerce  not  to 
charge  the  returning  veterans  who  go  to  the  High 
School  of  Commerce,  whether  it  is  for  graduate 
courses  or  whatever  it  is. 

Passed  under  suspension  of  the  rule. 


HOUSING  SITUATION. 
Coun.  COFFEY  offered  the  following: 
1.  Whereas,  The  housing  situation  in  Boston  is 
in  the  dangerous  and  acute  state  and  the  East 
Boston  Veterans  Council  at  its  last  meeting  on 
Thursday  last,  went  on  record  as  favoring  the 
taking  over  of  all  abandoned  schools  in  the  City  of 
Boston  for  Veterans'  Housing;  therefore  be  it 

Ordered,  That  his  Honor  the  Mayor  be  requested 
to  contact  the  members  of  the  School  Committee 
in  an  effort  to  have  the  abandoned  school  buildings 
in  Boston  turned  over  to  the  City  of  Boston  for 
Veterans'  Housing. 
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2.  Ordered,  That  his  Excellency  the  Governor 
of  the  Commonwealth  of  Massachusetts,  be  re- 
quested, through  his  Honor  the  Mayor,  to  imme- 
diately use  his  war-time  powers  to  help  relieve  the 
present  dangerous  and  acute  housing  situation  in 
the  Commonwealth  of  Massachusetts  by  building 
housing  units  throughout  the  State. 

Severally  passed  under  suspension  of  the  rule. 


DAY  SQUARE  STREET  CONSTRUCTION. 
Coun.  COFFEY  offered  the  following: 

1.  Ordered,  That  his  Honor  the  Mayor  confer 
with  the  State  Racing  Officials  to  postpone  the  Fall 
Racing  Meeting  at  Suffolk  Downs  until  the  Day 
Square  construction  job  is  completed. 

2.  Ordered,  That  the  Public  Works  Commis- 
sioner be  requested,  through  his  Honor  the  Mayor, 
to  take  the  necessary  steps  to  have  Day  square, 
East  Boston,  construction  job  completed  by 
September  30  which  is  the  opening  date  of  the  fail 
meeting  at  the  Suffolk  Downs  Race  Track. 

Coun.  COFFEY— I  might  as  well  talk  on  both 
orders  at  the  same  time,  at  the  same  meeting.  They 
have  the  same  subject  matter.  We  had  a  con- 
struction job  starting  in  the  Day  Square  section  of 
East  Boston  about  a  month  ago.  The  entire  street 
leading  into  the  Day  Square  section  of  East  Boston, 
which  has  at  least  six  streets  entering  into  Day 
Square,  has  been  closed  now  for  about  a  month. 
Traffic  coming  from  East  Boston  to  the  horse  track 
and  dog  track  and  North  Shore  now  coming  out 
of  Porter  street  at  the  exit  of  the  East  Boston 
Tunnel  and  up  Chelsea  street  and  up  to  the  Day 
Square  section  on  one  side,  the  other  side  being 
closed.  All  the  traffic  coming  from  the  North 
Shore,  the  horse  track  and  dog  track  is  now  coming 
back  Bennington  street  up  to  Swift  street,  which 
is  the  entrance  to  the  McClellan  Highway  and  then 
detours  on  Saratoga,  which  is  a  very  narrow  street. 
To  make  matters  worse  part  of  Saratoga  street  at 
the  entrance  of  the  McClellan  Highway  is  torn  up 
for  some  pipe  job  that  is  being  done.  There  is 
really  a  bottleneck  there  of  the  traffic  coming  from 
three  directions.  There  are  half  a  dozen  arguments 
every  ten  minutes.  Last  night  there  were  six  fist 
fights  among  autoists  claiming  the  right  of  way. 
The  police  can  do  nothing  about  it  because  of  the 
narrow  section  caused  by  the  pipes  being  broken. 
I  might  add  the  pipe  was  broken  sometime  last 
Friday.  The  work  was  started  on  Friday.  They 
worked  until  noontime  and  stopped. .  They  did  not 
work  Saturday  all  day  nor  all  day  yesterday.  We 
still  have  a  bottleneck  there.  After  the  traffic 
gets  by  the  bottleneck  it  has  to  come  down  Saratoga 
street  into  Central  Square.  Then  it  is  detoured  on 
other  side  streets  back  to  the  entrance  to  the  tunnel. 
There  is  a  situation  that  is  very  bad.  Nothing  can 
be  worse.  I  am  told  the  work  cannot  be  completed 
this  week.  We  know  now  the  dog  track  is  running 
all  next  week.  They  expect  to  get  twelve  additional 
days.  They  are  going  to  be  charitable  and  run 
some  affairs  for  charity.  I  suppose  charity  will  get 
the  usual  ten  per  cent,  while  the  dog  track  officials 
get  ninety  per  cent  as  they  usually  do.  We  will 
have  dog  racing  and  this  coming  Saturday  we  will 
have  horse  racing.  Day  Square  will  not  be  finished 
by  that  time.  It  is  impossible  to  finish  it.  I  have 
entered  an  order  that  might  sound  a  little  bit 
ridiculous  but  from  my  point  of  view  and  the  point 
of  view  of  the  70,000  residents  of  East  Boston  it 
is  a  good  order.  I  am  asking  either  Day  Square  be 
finished  temporarily  or  any  other  way  until  after 
the  thirty  days  of  horse  racing  is  over.  If  not, 
postpone  the  horse  racing  for  two  weeks  or  for  a 
month.  Postpone  it  for  any  time  as  long  as  we 
have  Day  Square  finished  by  the  time  the  horse 
racing  season  opens.  We  do  not  want  any  more  of 
our  children  injured  over  there.  As  a  result  of  the 
bottleneck  in  Day  Square  the  cars  are  using  all 
the  narrow  side  streets.  Half  a  dozen  of  our 
children  were  hit.  A  week  ago  a  little  girl  was  hit 
on  a  side  street.  As  a  result  of  this  injury  she  died 
three  days  later  at  the  Boston  City  Hospital.  We 
do  not  want  a  repetition  of  that.  If  the  city  officials 
cannot  get  the  Day  Square  section  finished  in  time 
the  horse  track  season  should  be  postponed  for  two 
weeks  or  a  month  until  Day  Square  is  finished  and 
the  bottleneck  relieved.  1  have  another  order  I 
am  going  to  talk  on  which  is  similar  to  the  one  I 
am  now  speaking  on. 

Passed  under  suspension  of  the  rule. 


CHELSEA   STREET   FENCING. 

Coun.  COFFEY  offered  the  following: 

Ordered,  That  the  Commissioner  of  Public  Works 
be  requested,  through  his  Honor  the  Mayor,  to 
fence  off  Chelsea  street,  both  sides,  from  Porter 
street  to  Day  square,  and  also  Saratoga  street,  from 
Kelley  square  to  Shelby  street,  as  a  protection  to 
pedestrians  using  the  sidewalks. 

Coun.  COFFEY— Mr.  President,  this  order 
might  sound  a  little  ridiculous  also.  I  want  the 
entire  sidewalk  as  I  say  in  the  order  on  Chelsea 
street  from  Porter  street  to  Day  square  fenced  off 
so  that  no  pedestrian,  man,  woman  or  child,  can 
walk  across  the  street,  only  at  the  intersections. 
The  same  thing  pertains  to  narrow  Saratoga  street 
where  all  the  traffic  is  now  coming  to  go  into 
Boston.  I  want  that  fenced  off  from  Central 
Square  up  to  Chelsea  street  which  is  better  than 
half  a  block  beyond  Day  Square  where  the  bottle- 
neck is  now  at  the  present  time  so  that  the  pedes- 
trians can  use  only  the  sidewalk.  I  got  this  idea 
from  an  editorial  in  a  Boston  newspaper  four  years 
ago.  Some  reporter  was  coming  from  the  race 
track.  To  get  away  from  the  heavy  traffic  on 
Chelsea  street  he  took  Saratoga  street.  After 
he  got  back  to  his  office  he  saw  fit  to  write  an 
editorial  to  the  effect  that  Saratoga  street  was  so 
narrow  and  so  many  children  were  playing  on  the 
street  that  the  street  should  be  fenced  off  for  their 
sake.  I  think  this  is  a  step  in  the  right  direction 
on  all  streets  in  Greater  Boston  that  are  a  hazard. 
We  have  a  lot  of  children  injured  in  our  town. 
We  have  a  lot  of  pedestrians  killed,  at  least  six 
on  Chelsea  street.  I  think  this  would  be  some 
relief  to  the  people  of  our  district.  If  a  child  wants 
to  run  across  the  street,  the  child  cannot  go  across  - 
the  street  only  at  the  intersection.  We  have  not 
enough  policemen  there.  When  the  Sacred  Heart 
School  gets  out  and  the  Emerson  School  gets  out 
we  have  two  police  officers  to  patrol  Putnam  and 
Saratoga  streets  and  Prescott  and  Saratoga 
streets.  We  need  at  least  eight.  We  are  told  we 
cannot  have  them.  We  should  have  them.  If 
only  one  child's  life  is  saved,  it  is  worth  the  money 
the  city  has  to  pay  in  extra  patrolmen.  I  hope 
these  orders  are  not  thrown  in  the  wastebasket 
but  that  some  real  action  is  taken  on  them. 

Passed  under  suspension  of  the  rule. 


SCHOOLYARDS    AS    CHILDREN'S    PLAY 
AREAS. 

Coun.  COFFEY  offered  the  following: 

Ordered,  That  the  Boston  School  Committee  be 
requested,  through  his  Honor  the  Mayor,  to  con- 
sider the  advisability  of  keeping  open  all  school- 
yards as  supervised  plav  areas  for  children. 

Coun.  COFFEY— Mr.  President,  I  hear  the 
School  Committee  in  this  economy  drive  which  is 
something  like  charging  $6  a  week  for  the  kids  to 
go  to  the  High  School  of  Commerce,  are  now 
going  to  do  away  with  the  supervised  school  areas. 
They  are  going  to  save  the  measly  salary  of  some 
woman  or  man  instructor  who  has  worked  for  years 
with  the  children  right  through  the  winter  months 
in  these  schoolyards  up  until  the  time  the  weather 
is  so  bad  they  cannot  work  any  longer.  I  hope  the 
School  Committee  will  see  fit  in  its  wisdom  to  do 
an  about  face  and  continue  supervised  recreation 
for  the  children.  Referring  to  my  own  town  we 
have  at  least  thirty-five  schoolyards  over  there 
where  these  children  have  had  supervised  in- 
struction. That  means .  once  they  get  in  the 
playground  they  cannot  get  out  until  the  teacher 
himself  sees  that  the  parents  call  for  them  or  some 
older  member  of  the  family.  I  hope  the  School 
Committee  will  revise  its  view  of  the  matter  and 
continue  supervised  recreation. 

Passed  under  suspension  of  the  rule. 


LEASE   OF   CUDWORTH   SCHOOL. 

Coun.  COFFEY  offered  the  following: 
Ordered,  That  the  School  Committee  be,  and 
hereby  is,  authorized  to  lease  to  the  Major  P.  J. 
Grady  Camp,  No.  3,  United  Spanish  War  Veterans' 
Department  of  Massachusetts,  the  Cudworth 
School,  Gove  street,  corner  of  Paris  street,  East 
Boston,  upon  such  terms  and  conditions  as  said 
Committee  may  deem  advisable. 
Passed  under  suspension  of  the  rule. 
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CITY   COUNCIL. 


DEMONSTRATION  OF  VOTING  MACHINES. 

Coun.  KINSELLA  offered  the  Following: 

Ordered,  That  his  Honor  1  ho  Mayor  bo  requested 
to  instruot  the  Board  of  Election  Commissioners 
to  make  immediate  arrangements  in  every  waul  in 
the  City  for  a  public  demonstration  of  the  new 
\  oting  machines  to  be  used  in  some  of  the  precincts 
in  the  November  elections  and  to  detail  some 
qualified  employee  to  each  ward  for  the  purpose  of 
public  instruction  in  the  use  of  the  machines. 

Coun.  KINSELLA  —  Mr.  President,  I  very  much 
fool  thai  unless  some  demonstration  or  instruction 
of  a  public  nature  is  given  to  the  voters  of  the  City 
of  Boston  then  the  purchase  price  of  these  machines 
will  have  been  spent  in  vain.  It  appears  to  me  that 
voting  under  normal  conditions  especially  for  new 
voters  is  difficult  enough  to  understand  at  the  out- 
set rather  than  introducing  a  mechanical  innova- 
tion that  may  alarm  and  frighten  off  elderly  people. 
The  newspaper  tells  us  that  the  city  bought  a 
number  of  these  machines  at  a  base  price  of  SI, 330. 
If  we  had  a  voting  day  every  month  in  the  year 
it  might  be  reasonable  to  assume  after  the  first 
two  or  three  voting  days  more  and  more  people 
would  have  acquainted  themselves  with  the  proper 
mechanical  operation  of  the  machine.  Where  we 
do  not  go  to  the  polls  only  once  a  year  I  am  of  the 
opinion  it  is  going  to  result  in  a  greatly  decreased 
interest,  in  the  coming  November  elections.  For 
example,  we  all  know  the  technique  employed  in 
voting.  A  person  goes  in  and  gives  his  or  her  name 
and  is  passed  through  the  first  check.  I  can  con- 
ceive of  more  timid  people  either  old  or  young 
getting  into  the  booth  and  finding  out  it  is  too  much 
for  them.  They  will  indicate  their  desire  to  come 
out.  They  will  come  out  without  having  voted. 
While  I  do  not  like  to  be  a  prophet  about  it  I  would 
like  to  make  a  guess  now  that  the  total  vote  will 
not  be  nearly  so  much  as  it  might  be  under  normal 
conditions.  Perhaps  this  is  not  the  year  to  install 
them.  Perhaps  we  ought  to  have  a  period  of 
public  instruction  and  demonstration.  Surely  if 
they  can  keep  a  machine  down  in  the  election  de- 
partment to  be  demonstrated  by  the  manufac- 
turer's representative  and  a  young  clerk  of  the 
Election  Department  for  anyone  who  drops  in 
occasionally  and  voting  being  as  we  are  led  to 
believe  so  important,  it  should  be  further  en- 
couraged by  a  demonstration  in  some  public  build- 
ing in  every  ward  of  the  city.  I  hope  that  the 
Mayor  entertains  this  suggestion  and  takes  imme- 
diate steps  to  see  that  the  people  who  are  paying 
ior  the  machines  know  how  to  use  them  and  are 
encouraged  to  use  them. 

Passed  under  suspension  of  the  rule. 


RESURFACING     BUENA     VISTA     STREET. 

Coun.  COOK  offered  the  following: 
Ordered,  That  the  Commissioner  of  Public 
Works  be  directed,  by  his  Honor  the  Mayor,  to 
resurface  with  smooth  paving,  Buena  Vista  street, 
Ward  12,  and  to  construct  granolithic  sidewalks 
along  both  sides  of  said  street. 

Passed  under  suspension  of  the  rule. 


PUBLICATION   OF  MARRIAGE   LICENSES. 

Coun.  RUSSO  offered  the  following: 
Ordered,  That  the  Registrar  of  Births,  Deaths 
and    Marriages    be    directed,    by   his    Honor   the 
Mayor,  to  publish  in  the  newspapers  a  daily  list  of 
the  applicants  for  marriage  licenses.  _ 

Coun.  RUSSO — Mr.  President,  last  week  in  one 
of  the  local  newspapers  I  was  surprised  to  read  that 
37  per  cent  of  all  marriages  that  had  taken  place 
since  1942  had  become  divorce  cases.  I  have  had 
information  from  some  parents  that  they  were 
unaware  their  children  had  been  married.  Some 
time  ago,  prior  to  the  war,  I  believe  that  the  news- 
papers in  the  city  were  giving  the  public  a  service 
to  the  people  which  was  free  of  charge,  that  the 
newspapers  used  to  pay  two  or  three  cents  to  take 
out  the  marriage  intentions  and  then  published 
them  in  the  newspapers.  I  believe  that  was  one  of 
the  best  services  that  the  city  could  have.  It  will 
inform  parent-  aboul  these  girls  and  boyfi  who  may 
have  marriage  intentions.  If  that  is  carried  out, 
we  might  be  able  to  be  in  a  po  ition  oi  not  exactly 
eliminating  divorce  eases  or  broken  homes  or 
but  at  least  we  could  bring  down  the 
percentage  of  marriages  that  should  not  perhaps 
take  place  in  the  first  instance.    Unless  something 


is  done  to  help  these  youngsters  who  are  being 
married  blindly  and  at  limes  to  help  the  parents  to 
see  thai  their  children  arc  being  banded  in  matri- 
mony with  the  right  persons,  the  percentage  of 
divorces  and  separations  will  increase.  I  do  hope 
Mr.  President,  that  his  Honor  will  do  something 
in  order  to  bring  about  the  publication  of  marriage 
intentions.  1  realize  also  in  the  Catholic  faith  the 
Church  requires  for  three  consecutive  weeks  that 
the  banns  of  marriage  be  given  at  every  Mass.  Thai 
is  to  bring  to  the  attention  of  the  listener  to  sec  if 
he  knows  any  reason  why  this  marriage  should  not 
lake  place.  1  fool  if  this  public  service  could  be 
resumed  in  the  City  of  Boston  and  all  other  cities 
and  towns  throughout  the  Commonwealth  and 
throughout  the  nation  it  would  do  fiood,  we  would 
be  helping  to  build  homes  and  not  to  destroy  them. 
It  is  within  the  confines  of  the  home  that  we  carry 
out  the  best  that  a  grateful  nation  can  give.  We 
can  do  something  in  the  City  of  Boston  to  eliminate 
so  many  divorce  cases  and  separations  where 
children  are  left  in  the  hands  of  strangers.  I 
therefore  hope,  Mr.  President,  that  this  order  will 
pass  under  suspension  of  the  rule. 
Passed  under  suspension  of  the  rule. 


L  STREET  BATH  HOUSE  CUSTODIAN. 

Coun.  LINEHAN  offered  the  following: 

Whereas,  The  L  Street  Baths  shall  be  enlarged 
by  the  addition  of  a  Women's  Solarium  causing 
more  responsibility  to  be  assumed  by  the  cus- 
todian in  charge  who  must  act  as  a  cashier,  book- 
keeper, auditor,  supply  department  manager,  in 
charge  of  pay  roll  accounts,  maintenance  man  for 
three  buildings  and  personnel  manager  for  as  many 
as  sixty  persons;  it  is  therefore 

Ordered,  That  the  Park  Commissioner,  through 
his  Honor  the  Mayor,  be  requested  to  change  the 
Civil  Service  rating  of  the  custodian  in  charge  of 
L  Street  Baths  to  that  of  supervisor  or  superin- 
tendent of  L  Street  Baths  at  an  annual  salary  of 
S3, 000  instead  of  the  inadequate  S2.000  salary 
the  custodian  in  charge  now  receives. 

Coun.  LINEHAN— Mr.  President,  it  might  be 
very  revealing  to  the  members  of  the  Council  and 
to  many  citizens  of  Boston  to  know  that  in  the 
course  of  a  year  there  are  300,000  or  more  persons 
who  go  to  the  L  Street  Bath  House.  Now  at  the 
present  time  we  have  a  gentleman  there  who  is 
called  a  custodian-in-charge.  He  is  receiving 
$2,000  as  supervisor  of  the  L  Street  Bath  House. 
You  well  know  that  is  about  the  price  of  what 
laborers  get  working  for  the  city.  It  may  be  50 
cents  or  75  cents  a  day  more.  Previous  to  the 
present  custodian  we  had  another  gentleman  by 
the  name  of  Donovan,  who  has  since  deceased. 
He  was  custodian  in  charge  for  a  period  of  thirty 
years.  During  that  time  he  never  received  over 
$2,000  per  year.  I  would  like  to  outline  the  duties 
once  again  of  the  present  custodian-in-charge.  He 
must  be  a  man  of  many  qualifications,  cashier, 
bookkeeper,  auditor,  supply  department  manager, 
manager  of  personnel  with  pay  roll  accounts, 
maintenance  man  for  three  buildings  and  personnel 
manager  for  sixty  persons.  Now  we  are  having-  a 
new  solarium.  Of  course  he  is  the  official  greeter 
at  the  L  Street  Bath  House  to  the  many  people 
who  visit  the  L  Street  Bath  House.  It  seems  to 
me  this  is  one  of  the  many  inequalities  existing  in 
the  city  service.  I  suppose  it  is  the  duty  of 
councilors  from  time  to  time  to  request  his  Honor 
the  Mayor  to  correct  such  inequalities.  This  is 
the  first  time  I  have  asked  for  an  increase  in  salary 
this  year.  I  sincerely  hope  his  Honor  the  Mayor 
will  see  fit  to  request  the  City  Council  in  the  near 
future  to  O.  K.  the  position  of  Superintendent,  of 
L  Street  Bath  House,  or  whatever  title  he  wants 
to  give  it  along  with  a  salary  commensurate  with 
the  job,  $3,000. 

Passed  under  suspension  of  the  rule. 


VETERANS'  HOUSING. 

Coun.  LINEHAN  offered  the  following: 
Whereas,  An  acute  shortage  of  housing  exists 
in  the  City  of  Boston  and  on  account  of  such 
shortage  many  veterans  of  World  War  II  are  unable 
to  obtain  shelter  for  themselves  and  their  families 
and  this  shortage  is  likely  to  continue  for  a  sub- 
stantial period  of  time;  and  inability  to  obtain 
adequate  shelter  will  cause  suffering  and  disease 
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among  such  veterans  and  their  families  unless  such 
shortage  is  relieved,  therefore  it  is  vitally  necessary 
that  the  following  order  be  passed: 

Ordered,  That  the  City  of  Boston,  at  the  request 
of  his  Honor  the  Mayor  to  the  Boston  City  Council, 
appropriate  necessary  funds  to  take  advantage  of 
the  provisions  of  the  Massachusetts  General  Laws, 
by  loan  or  otherwise,  chapter  372,  Acts  of  1946, 
which  is  an  Act  to  provide  housing  for  Veterans  of 
World  War  II.  The  following  sections  of  said  Act 
shall  be  particularly  taken  advantage  of  by  the 
City  of  Boston. 

Sect.  4.  During  the  present  emergency  a  city 
or  town  may  raise,  appropriate  and  expend  money 
and  take  such  other  action  as  is  suitable  and 
necessary  for  the  purpose  of  providing  shelter  for 
veterans  who  are  inhabitants  of  such  city  or  town 
by  any  or  all  of  the  following  methods:  By  pur- 
chasing, leasing  or  acquiring  by  gift,  or  by  taking 
by  eminent  domain,  buildings  or  portions  of  build- 
ings available  or  which  may  be  made  available  for 
dwelling  units  for  veterans  and,  if  necessary, 
altering,  reconstructing,  rehabilitating,  repairing 
and  remodeling  such  buildings  or  portions  thereof 
so  as  to  provide  the  greatest  number  of  suitable 
dwelling  units  reasonably  possible,  and  renting 
such  dwelling  units  to  veterans  at  reasonable 
rates;  provided,  that  no  building  or  portion  of  a 
building  occupied  as  a  dwelling  unit  shall  be  take 
by  eminent  domain.  By  purchasing,  leasing  or 
acquiring  by  gift  or  by  taking  by  eminent  domain 
one  or  more  tracts  of  land  which  are  entirely  or 
almost  entirely  unoccupied  by  buildings,  preparing 
such  tracts  for  occupancy  as  herein  provided,  and 
permitting  veterans  to  occupy  such  tracts  with 
dwelling  units  of  a  temporary  nature,  such  as  port- 
able or  prefabricated  houses,  cabins,  huts  or 
trailers;  or  by  itself  providing  such  dwelling  units 
of  a  temporary  nature  by  causing  them  to  be  con- 
structed or  by  acquiring  them  through  purchase, 
lease,  gift  or  grant  wherever  they  may  be  found, 
causing  them  to  be  transported  to  the  tracts  so 
acquired  and  to  be  set  up  and  made  ready  for 
occupancy.  Dwelling  units  of  a  temporary  nature 
when  provided  by  a  city  or  town  may  consist  of 
separate  apartments  in  a  building  designed  to  con- 
tain two  or  more  dwelling  units.  Reasonable  rates 
shall  be  charged  for  occupancy  of  land,  buildings 
or  other  structures  under  this  paragraph,  (e)  By 
using  any  real  estate,  which  has  been  acquired  by 
foreclosure  of  tax  titles  or  in  any  other  way  and 
which  is  not  devoted  to  and  required  by  any  other 
public  use,  for  any  of  the  purposes  set  forth  in 
paragraphs  (c)  and  (d)  of  this  section. 

Sect.  5.  The  board  of  appeals  from  the  deci- 
sions of  the  inspector  of  buildings  of  a  city  or  town, 
if  it  finds  that  buildings  or  other  structures  con- 
structed or  assembled  under  the  provisions  of 
paragraph  (d)  of  section  four,  or  altered,  recon- 
structed, rehabilitated,  repaired  or  remodeled 
under  the  provisions  of  paragraph  (c)  of  said  sec- 
tion, may  be  occupied  and  used  as  therein  pro- 
vided without  endangering  the  safety  of  the  occu- 
pants or  injuriously  affecting  the  best  interests  of 
the  city  or  town  although  the  provisions  of  all  of 
the  statutes,  ordinances,  by-laws  and  regulations 
relating  to  town  planning,  the  subdivision  and  use 
of  land,  the  construction,  repair,  maintenance  and 
use  of  buildings  may  not  be  complied  with,  may 
authorize,  under  such  statutes,  ordinances,  by- 
laws and  regulations.  The  proceedings  before  a 
board  of  appeals  under  this  section  shall  be  sum- 
mary, and  shall  not  be  governed  by  section  thirty 
of  chapter  forty  of  the  General  Laws  and  the  de- 
termination of  the  board  shall  be  final.  In  any 
city  or  town  in  which  there  is  no  such  board  of 
appeals,  the  mayor  of  the  city  or  the  selectmen  of  i 
the  town  may  appoint  a  board  of  appeals,  which 
shall  have  all  the  powers  of  a  board  of  appeals 
under  this  section.  The  board  of  health  of  such 
city  or  town,  if  it  finds  that  the  attendant  sanitary 
conditions  are  such  that  the  buildings  and  structures 
may  be  occupied  as  provided  in  paragraph  (c)  or 
paragraph  (d)  of  section  four  without  endangering 
the  health  of  the  public  or  of  the  occupants  of  such 
buildings  although  all  of  the  statutes,  ordinances, 
by-laws  and  regulations  relating  to  the  protection 
of  the  public  health  may  not  be  complied  with,  may 
authorize,  under  such  conditions  as  it  may  impose, 
a  variance  from  the  requirements  of  such  statutes, 
ordinances,  by-laws  and  regulations.  Within  six 
months  after  the  termination  of  the  present  emer- 
gency all  of  such  buildings  and  structures  which  do 
not  comply  with  the  provisions  of  all  of  such 
statutes,  ordinances,  by-laws  and  regulations,  and 
any  subdivision  or  use  of  land  winch  does  not  so 
comply  shall  be  unlawful  and  shall  be  discontinued. 


Sect.  6.  Subject  to  the  provisions  of  section 
seven,  a  city  or  town  may  also  during  the  present 
emergency,  raise,  appropriate  and  expend  money 
and  take  such  other  action  as  is  suitable  and 
necessary  for  the  purpose  of  providing  shelter  for 
veterans  who  are  inhabitants  of  such  city  or  town, 
by  purchasing  or  acquiring  by  gift  or  by  taking 
by  eminent  domain  one  or  more  tracts  of  land  of 
sufficient  size  for  a  housing  development,  or  by 
using  any  such  tract  to  which  it  holds  title  and 
which  is  not  devoted  to  and  required  by  any  other 
public  use,'  subdividing  such  tracts  into  parcels  of 
adequate  size  for  house  lots,  laying  out  and  pro- 
viding or  causing  to  be  provided  ways,  public  and 
private,  and  other  public  utilities  for  the  use  of 
the  development,  to  such  extent  as  it  deems 
necessary  or  advisable,  and  either — (1)  Selling 
such  parcels  to  veterans  at  reasonable  rates  on 
conditions  requiring  in  each  case  the  erection 
within  a  specified  time  of  a  single  or  two  family 
residence  thereon  for  the  occupancy  in  whole  or  in 
part  of  the  veteran  purchasing  the  same.  (2)  Sell- 
ing parcels  to  corporations  and  individuals  gener- 
ally, on  condition  that  the  purchaser  agree  to  erect 
a  single  or  two  family  residence  on  each  such 
parcel  within  a  specified  time,  and  offer  to  sell  such 
residence  to  a  veteran  at  a  reasonable  rate  or  to 
rent  such  residence  to  one  or  to  two  veterans  as 
the  case  may  be,  at  reasonable  rates.  (3)  Con- 
structing single  or  two  family  residences  on  such 
parcels,  suitable  for  dwelling  units  for  veterans, 
and  renting  such  dwelling  units  to  veterans  at 
reasonable  rates;  provided,  that  as  soon  as  may  be 
after  the  termination  of  the  present  emergency, 
as  defined  in  section  two,  and  in  no  event  later 
than  one  year  after  such  termination,  such  resi- 
dences shall  be  offered  for  sale  at  the  fair  market 
value  thereof  and  disposed  of  as  rapidly  as  is 
consistent  with  sound  business  judgment.  A  city 
•  or  town  which  sells  land  under  the  provisions  of 
paragraphs  (2)  and  (3)  shall  include  in  every  deed 
of  such  land  conditions  binding  upon  the  purchaser 
and  his  representatives  and  assigns  which  will 
require  the  carrying  out  of  the  purpose  of  this  act 
until  after  the  termination  of  the  present 
emergency.  Nothing  in  this  section  shall  author- 
ize the  subdivision  and  use  of  land  or  the  construc- 
tion, maintenance  and  use  of  buildings  in  any  city 
or  town  under  this  section,  in  violation  of  any 
statute,  ordinance,  by-law  or  regulation  in  force  in 
such  city  or  town  and  in  the  district  in  which  such 
land  and  buildings  are  located. 

Sect.  10.  A  city  or  town  may  incur  the  expenses 
necessary  for  carrying  out  this  act.  Each  author- 
ized issue  shall  constitute  a  separate  loan,  and  such 
loans  shall  be  paid  in  not  more  than  five  years 
from  their-dates,  except  that  loans  for  the  purpose 
of  carrying  out  the  provisions  of  section  six  shall 
be  paid  in  not  more  than  fifteen  years  from  their 
dates.  Indebtedness  incurred  under  this  act  shall 
be  outside  the  statutory  limit  and,  except  as  pro- 
vided herein,  be  subject  to  the  applicable  pro- 
visions of  chapter  forty-four  of  the  General  Laws, 
excluding  the  limitation  contained  in  the  first 
paragraph  of  section  seven  thereof;  provided,  that 
the  total  amount  of  indebtedness  under  this  act 
outstanding  at  any  one  time  in  any  city  or  town 
shall  not  exceed  two  per  cent  on  the  average  of  the 
assessors'  valuation  of  its  taxable  property  for  the 
three  preceding  years,  reduced  and  otherwise 
determined  as  provided  in  section  ten  of  said 
chapter  forty-four. 

Coun.  HANNON— Will  you  read  that  over? 
I  missed  a  few  lines.  » 

Coun.  LHSfEHAN— Mr.  President,  may  I  say 
at  the  outset  that  I  think  many  councilors  through- 
out the  year  plus  the  Mayor  downstairs  have 
missed  many  lines  on  veterans'  housing.  I  move 
at  this  time,  Mr.  President,  that  line  3  of  the  order, 
near  the  middle  of  the'first  page  shall  be  amended 
by  inserting  the  words  "by  loan  or  otherwise" 
after  the  words,  "appropriate  necessary  funds." 

President  KELLY — The  order  will  be  so 
amended. 

Coun.  LINEHAN — Mr.  President,  as  many 
members  of  the  Council  here  know,  I  have  been  a 
sort  of  pain  in  the  neck  on  veterans'  housing  since 
the  first  of  the  year,  you  might  say  more  specifically 
since  the  present  administration  took  office.  I  can 
well  remember  the  good  old  inauguration  day  when 
his  Honor  the  Mayor  was  talking  about  having  the 
city  take  some  of  its  so-called  tax-title  property 
which  they  have  taken  because  of  the  nonpayment 
of  taxes  and  give  it  over  to  the  veterans  so  that 
they  might  have  a  home  for  themselves  and  their 
children.  Of  course  under  the  present  law  the 
Mayor  can  do  just  such  a  thing.     He  can  do- many 
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other  tkinjrs  in  regard  to  veterans'  housing.  I  get 
.it  kick  ou1  oi  .i"  article  i>r  write-up  1  read  a 
:  time  ago  in  the  City  Record,  on  September  21, 
1946,  many  months  after  he  took  office.  It  says 
this,  "The  time  for  favorable  action  is  now  and 
this  work  would  proceed  without,  further  delay. 
The  public  condemnation  of  the  Federal  Housing 
Authority  is  not  confined  to  mere  criticism  of  the 
laxness    of    that    body    but    the    combination    of 

Stupidity  and  laxness  that  no  longer  can  be  tolerated 

bj  an  intelligent  community."  Well,  1  certainly 
...  .  a  great  kick  out  of  that.  Here  1  as  a  member 
of  the  City  Council  since  the  first,  of  the  year  have 
been  filing  order  after  order  in  regard  to  veterans' 
housing  demanding  his  Honor  the  Mayor  act  as 
quickly  as  possible  in  order  that,  we  ought  house 
ore  veterans  and  their  families.  To  date,  as  a 
councilor,  I  have  yet  to  receive  one  answer  from 
the-  present  Mayor  in  regard  to  my  orders  demand- 
ing more  housing  for  veterans.  I  have  also  got  a 
great  kick  out  of  the  fact  up  to  now  there  has  been 
very  little  publicity  on  veterans'  housing.  I  say 
this  realizing  the  fact  that  for  many  months  now  I 
have,  been  taking  my  feet  on  housing  and  getting 
no  publicity  which  in  the  long  run  means  something 
might  be  done  for  veterans  and  their  families. 
It.  has  not  seemed  as  though  veterans  organizations 
themselves  actually  cared  to  help  veterans  and 
their  families  get.  homes.  I  say  this  because  only 
a  short  while  ago  we  had  a  meeting  on  housing, 
by  our  own  committee.  Members  of  the  different 
representative  organizations  throughout  the  city 
were  invited  to  be  present  at  that  hearing.  Lo  and 
behold  some  of  those  selfsame  veteran  organiza- 
tions, one  of  which  I  belong  to,  did  not  appear  at 
that  hearing.  That  was  only  a  month  ago.  My 
fight  for  veterans'  housing  goes  way  back  to  the 
beginning  of  the  year  when  Mayor  Curley  took 
office  and  when  he  said  lie  would  give  some  of  "the 
tax  title  property  to  the  veterans  so  they  would 
have  a  home  for  themselves  and  their  children. 
Up  to  now  I  do  not  believe  he  has  given  one  piece 
of  city  property  to  veterans  and  their  families. 
Going  back  to  the  article  in  the  paper  I  find  Gov- 
ernor Tobin,  who  said  he  had  as  yet  received  no 
official  communication  from  the  Mayor,  declined 
to  comment  on  Curley's  statement  that  he  would 
request  a  special  session  of  the  Legislature  to  deal 
with  housing,  particularly  for  veterans.  That  is 
only  in  the  past  week  as  you  well  know.  Why  be 
throwing  up  a  smoke  screen  asking  his  Excellency 
the  Governor  to  have  a  special  session  in  order  that 
we  might  get  housing  for  the  veterans?  Because 
the  papers  are  finally  printing  the  fact  that  the 
City  of  Boston  through  his  Honor  the  Mayor  has 
been  lax  in  providing  housing  for  veterans.  It 
seems  to  me  as  though  all  the  different  organiza- 
tions are  finally  waking  up  except  perhaps  certain 
interests  who  are  interested  in  off-street  parking 
which  I  still  have  not  found  interested  in  veterans' 
housing.  I  hope  that  they1  do  interest  themselves 
in  veterans'  housing  after  we  vote  that  five  million 
dollars.  Probably  we  might  get  a  little  help  from 
them  then  and  have  them  demand  more  housing 
for  veterans.  There  is  actually  no  need  of  any 
legislative  session  at  the  present  time  for  veterans' 
housing.  I  say  this  due  to  the  fact  that  you  might 
say  that  I  on  purpose  drew  up  a  long  order  today 
so  that  the  councilors  themselves  might  listen  to 
what  laws  are  on  the  statute  books  at  the  present 
time  pertaining  to  veterans'  housing.  I  quote  from 
sections  of  chapter  372,  Acts  of  1946,  which  inci- 
dentally I  mentioned  in  the  previous  order  I  filed 
in  the  Council  requesting  his  Honor  the  Mayor  to 
take  advantage  of  the  recent  chapter,  the  sections 
which  exist  in  that  particular  act.  That  still  has 
not  got  an  answer.  His  answer  is  p'assing  the  buck 
to  his  Excellency  Maurice  Tobin  asking  him  to 
have  a  special  session  of  the  Legislature.  The 
Mayor  cannot  say  he  did  r&t  know  chapter  372 
did  not  exist.  I  mentioned  it  in  an  order  of  August 
2(i.  JII40,  where  I  said  in  my  last  few  lines  in  the 
order  which  also  asked  for  a  survey  of  housing 
conditions  in  Boston,  he  has  done  a  little  bit  on 
that,  I  wanted  that  order  also  to  take  advantage 
of  all  other  recent  provisions  in  said  chapter  372, 
Acts  of  1946,  pel  taining  to  housing  of  veterans  and 
t  heir  families.  We  cannot  say  that  the  City  Coun- 
cil did  not  notify  him  of  the  fact  there  was  a 
statute  on  the  hooks  which  would  help  veterans' 
housing.  If  the  city  was  ready  and  willing  to  do 
something  for  veterans'  housing.  Now  a  great 
many  people  in  the  City  of  Boston  do  not  realize 
....  ,     members  of  the  City  Council  cannot 

ate  appropriations  or  loan  orders  for  veterans' 
housing.  We  cannot  do  it.  That  is  the  Mayor's 
prerogative.    He  initiates  it  and  sends  it  to  us  and 


we  can  act  on  it.  I  can  truthfully  say  the  Council 
to  date  has  acted  quickly  on  any  legislation  or  any 
kind  of  appropriation  pertaining  to  veterans1 
housing.  The  Mayor  can  rest  assured  we  will  act 
immediately  in  regard  to  anything  he  might  do 
in  response  to  the  order  I  am  filing  at  this  time. 
I  have  been  very  specific.  I  have  outlined  for 
him  to  read  the  particular  sections  I  think  the 
City  of  Boston  can  take  advantage  of.  I  do  not 
want  to  take  the  time  of  the  Council  to  rehash 
them  after  our  good  friend,  the  Assistant  Clerk, 
read  them.  He  helped  me  out  on  that  little  re- 
sponsibility. But  I  certainly  do  want  to  call  to 
the  attention  of  the  members  of  the  City  Council 
that  there  are  statutes  on  the  books  which  his 
Honor  the  Mayor  can  take  advantage  of  and  we 
in  turn  will  cooperate  one  hundred  per  cent.  I  do 
not  understand  why  his  Honor  the  Mayor  who  has 
several  sons  in  the  service  has  been  so  aloof  about 
taking  care  of  veterans'  housing.  I  say  he  has 
been.  I  say  that  all  through  this  year  I  have  re- 
quested answers  to  my  orders.  I  have  even  filed 
another  order  asking  the  president  of  the  City 
Council  to  see  that  the  Mayor  would  give  us  an 
answer  to  our  orders.  Still  we  tlid  not.  get  any 
answer  to  orders  pertaining  to  veterans'  housing. 
Why  is  it?  Is  it  because  the  veterans  have  been 
unorganized  up  to  now?  I  say  perhaps  that  is 
one  of  the  reasons.  I  am  sure  that  is  one  of  the 
reasons,  up  to  now  they  have  been  unorganized. 
Other  than  myself  and  a  few  other  members  of  the 
Council  there  has  not.  been  very  much  done  or  said 
for  them  and  for  veterans'  housing.  It  is  too  bad 
the  members  of  the  Council  could  not  do  something 
substantial  other  than  talk  veterans'  housing. 
Unfortunately  that  is  all  we  can  do  unless  his 
Honor  the  Mayor  sees  fit  to  present  us  a  loan  order 
requesting  us  for  the  money  for  building  houses 
for  veterans.  Let  us  not  hear  the  Mayor  pass  the 
old  buck  to  the  Boston  Housing  Authority  and  the 
Federal  Housing  Administration  and  the  State 
Legislature.  I  am  sick  and  tired  of  listening  to 
the  Mayor  blame  everybody  else  on  housing  when 
I,  myself,  have  blamed  him  since  the  first  of  the 
year  for  holding  up  the  building  of  the  Cathedral 
Project.  He  said  the  buildings  were  going  to  be 
too  high.  He  wanted  one-story  buildings,  that  is  to 
say,  have  a  large  lot  of  land  with  a  one-family  home 
instead  of  a  12-story  building  which  would  house 
many  more  veterans.  He  was  in  favor  of  housing 
in  the  Cathedral  project  probably  as  many  as  one 
tenth  as  many  veterans  as  they  would  have  under 
the  plans  furnished  by  the  Boston  Housing  Author- 
ity which  called  for  the  construction  of  many 
hundreds  of  apartments  and  not  50  or  GO,  which 
would  have  been  done  if  the  Mayor  had  his  way. 
That  was  the  thought  some  time  last  year.  Since 
he  became  Mayor  I  got  off  the  Boston  Housing 
Authority.  He  is  now  in  favor  of  the  Cathedral 
Project.  I  do  not  know  whether  it  is  because  he 
might  have  something  to  do  with  the  contracts 
now  awarded  on  the  building  of  such  a  project. 
I  really  do  not  know.  I  cannot  say.  I  do  not 
know  what  goes  on  in  the  Mayor's  mind.  I  really 
do  not.  I  do  know  up  to  now  he  certainly  has  not 
been  outspoken  in  providing  housing  for  veterans 
other  than  putting  himself  against  the  Cathedra! 
project  so  many  months  ago  before  he  became 
Mayor.  Now  we  realize  that  the  large  projects 
have  to  be  built  by  the  Boston  Housing  Authority, 
like  the  Old  Harbor  Village  or  something  similar  to 
the  Cathedral  project.  The  law  is  specific  in 
chapter  372  whereby  some  cities  and  towns 
throughout  the  Commonwealth  have  taken  ad- 
vantage of  certain  provisions.  But  the  City  of 
Boston  has  not  taken  very  much  advantage  of  any 
provision  other  than  one  which  permitted  the  City 
of  Boston  to  transfer,  you  might  say,  some  certain 
sites  for  temporary  housing  for  veterans  such  as 
Camp  McKay.  I  might  quote  Mr.  Philip 
Nichols,  who  to  my  mind  is  a  very  able  man  per- 
taining to  housing.  He  has  done  the  best  job  in 
the  Commonwealth  of  Massachusetts  in  regard  to 
getting  the  Legislature  to  cooperate  to  such  an 
extent  we  now  have  some  good  statutes  on  the 
books  for  the  cities  and  towns  throughout  the 
Commonwealth  to  take  advantage  of.  He  also 
had  something  to  do  in  regard  to  where  insurance 
companies  can  take  land  through  the  Boston 
Housing  Authority.  They  can  construct  large 
apartment  houses  if  the  insurance  company  can  go 
down  to  say  the  Ward  3  district  and  take  property 
at  a  low  cost,  buying  the  land  and  constructing 
houses,  if  they  charge  a  reasonable  rent  to  the 
tenants.  That  is  actually  on  the  statute  books. 
That  is  a  matter  to  be  taken  up  by  the  insurance 
companies  and  not  by   the  Boston  City  Council 
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Getting  back  to  Mr.  Nichols  he  says  this,  which  I 
think     corroborates    my     thought    or    statement 
which  I  made  earlier  in  the  year  in  regard  to  even 
temporary  housing.     He  said,  "The  law  pertaining 
to  temporary  housing  such  as  Camp  McKay  was 
enacted   very   quickly   to   such   an   extent  it  was 
available    for    use    on    February    first.     Quite    a 
number  of  cities  and  towns  made  available  that 
particular  section   at   once.     We   notified   all   the 
cities  and  towns  that  by  putting  in  their  applica- 
tion promptly  they  would  receive  housing.     Those 
that    acted    promptly    received    their   full    quota. 
They  have  been  set  up  and  occupied  for  months. 
We  had  great  difficulty  in  interesting  a  good  many 
cities  and  towns.     Thirty-seven  have  applied  and 
have    been    awarded    temporary    housing."     We 
applied  and  voted  for  a  loan  order  of  $500,000  but 
unfortunately  the  Mayor  waited  too  long  to  take 
advantage   of   that   particular   situation.     Instead 
of  1,500  apartments  which  was  our  quota  for  the 
City  of  Boston  we  got  only  793.     Other  cities  and 
towns  beat  us  to  it.     They  got  the  apartments  we 
should  have  got.     That  I  say  positively  is  directly 
due  to  the  laxity  of  his  Honor  the  Mayor  and  not 
the    Boston    Housing    Authority    or    the    Federal 
Housing   Administration   or   the   State    Board    of 
Housing    or    the    members    of    the    Boston    City 
Council.     That  is  solely  in  the  lap  of  his  Honor 
the  Mayor.     We  are  missing  almost  800  temporary 
structures  because  of  the  laxity  of  his  Honor  the 
Mayor.     That   is    definite.     It   was   also    definite 
his  Honor  the  Mayor  has  not  in  one  instance,  and 
I  think  I  am  right,  not  on  one  occasion  has  he 
presented  an   order  here   requesting  that  we  sell 
land   to  any  veteran   at   a   low   price  so   that  he 
might  build  or  renovate  structures  which  already 
exist    and    are    fit   for    human    habitation.     That 
is  what  I  mentioned  earlier  in  my  thought  where 
he  at  the  inauguration  said  he  was  going  to  give 
housing  to  veterans  where  they  could  rehabilitate 
themselves    and    their    families.     To    be    honest 
with  you  that  was  last  January  7  or  thereabouts. 
Here  it  is   September   23   and   nothing   has   been 
done   on   that.     You  well   remember   I   requested 
Mr.   Irving  Lewis,   chairman   of   the   Real  Estate 
Division,  to  state  if  they  had  done  anything  about 
that.     The    answer   was    like    all    other    answers, 
they  did  not  have  much  information,  they  did  not 
have   the  staff.     It  is  about  time  somebody   got 
together  and   did  something  for'  the  veterans   of 
the  City  of  Boston.     When  it  comes  to  housing, 
I  notice  here  in  Dorchester,  to  be  exact  I  think 
it    is    Ward    16,    they    are    building    about    eight 
2-story    houses    for    veterans    and    their    families. 
This  is  being  done  by  a  private  contractor.     The 
same  thing  can   be  done  by  the  city.     The  city 
can  take  a  big  lot  of  land  if  it  owns  it  now,  or  can 
lease  it,   or  get  it  any  way  it  desires  under  the 
Act  which  the  Legislature  passed.     The  city  can 
make  available  the  utilities  and  then  go  and  sell 
lots    of    land    from     that    particular    site.     The 
veteran   can  build  without  the   high   cost   of  the 
land.     He    then    can    get    priorities    on   building 
materials.     He    then    can    construct    either    alone 
or  by  one  contractor  for  the  city  who  will  in  turn 
sell  it  to  the  veteran,  as  I  get  it.     That  is  what  I 
hope  can  be  done  under  the  present  Act  which 
exists  in  our  Commonwealth,   so  that  eventually 
we  will  have  a  lot  of  good  looking  homes  through- 
out the  city  instead  of  a  lot  of  three-apartment 
old    tenement    buildings   we    see    throughout    the 
different  parts  of   Boston  which  are  going  down 
every  day  in  the  week.     Probably  twenty  years 
from  now  we  will  have  nothing  but  broken  down 
shacks  where  we  could  have  small  one-family  and 
two-family  houses.     This  naturally  would  increase 
the  valuation  of  the  land.     It  means  more  taxes 
for  the  city  of  Boston.     If  we  do  not  do  something  ' 
like  that  under  the  present  laws  which  exist,  the  city 
to  my  mind  is  going  to  slip  more  and  more.     Cer- 
tainly I  do  not  agree  with  off-street  parking  as  a 
solution  for  a  bigger  and  better  city.     I  think  those 
who  build  more  homes  like  there  are  in  Dorchester, 
East  Boston  and  West  Roxbury,   where  there  is 
vacant   land,    where    veterans    can   build    homes, 
at  a  reasonable  cost,   that  much  will  be  accom- 
plished.    I   do   not   mean   at  an   exorbitant   cost, 
paying   $10,000   for   homes   worth   $5,000.     That 
condition  exists.     Four  or  five  years  from  now  a 
lot  of  veterans  are  going  to  lose  homes  because 
they  cannot  carry  the  mortgage.     That  is  beside 
the  point.     Then  again  it  is  not.     It  is  housing 
for  veterans.     It  eventually  increases  the  valua- 
tion in  the  City  of  Boston.     It  builds  up  that  par- 
ticular   section    in    Dorchester.     The    city    looks 
beautiful    even    near    the    railroad    tracks    where 
you  have  seven  or  eight  good  looking  houses.     It 


can  be  done  in  one  poor  location.     It  can  be  done 
in  good  locations  where  there  are  no  houses.     I  am 
talking  long.     I  mean  to.     This  is  vitally  impor- 
tant because  all  the  newspapers  think  it  is  and  not 
because  Councilor  Linehan  thinks  so.     The  news- 
papers in  the  last  week  or  two  woke  up  to  the  fact 
nothing  is  being  done  to  house  veterans  and  their 
families.     If  nothing  else,  I  hope  this  little  talk  is 
published  in  the  paper  and  will  wake  up  the  man 
downstairs  so  he  will  take  advantage  of  the  statutes 
that  exist  now.     I  do  not  mean  when  the  Legisla- 
ture convenes  again.     I  mean  now.     He  said  he 
means    now.     Who    stole    my    record?     One    of 
Curley's  friends  took  it  away  from  me  so  I  cannot 
quote  him.     I  remember  it.     He  said  we  have  to 
act  now.     I  say  we  should  have  acted  months  ago 
as  much  as    seven  or  eight  months  ago.     Nothing 
has  been  done  up  to  now.     Mayor  Curley  finally 
woke  up  to  the  fact.     He  must  have  read  this  little 
article.     I    hope    nobody    has    taken    that    one. 
"Squatters    Proclaim    Invasion    Success."     Since 
this  article  Mayor  Curley  has  condemned  every- 
body he  can  think  of,  everybody  but  the  city  ad- 
ministration.    That    includes    the    City    Council. 
He    did    not    condemn    us.     He    condemned    the 
Boston   Housing   Authority,   the   State   Board   of 
Housing  and  the  Federal  Administration.     I  think 
it  was  because  he  read  this  little  article.     "Repre- 
sentatives of  Communist-led  Squatters  now  vacat- 
ing London  apartments  and  other  buildings  under 
court  orders  said  today  the  invasion  has  accom-< 
plished  its  purpose.     '  Our  main  object  in  squatting 
was  to  make  the  local  authorities  act  faster  in  their 
rehousing   program,'    commented   George   O'Dell, 
leader  of  one  group.     'We  have  succeeded  in  this 
aim.     The  local  authorities  are  shaking  in  their 
shoes  and  rehousing  at  a  far  greater  rate  than  they 
have   done.'"     It   has   taken  the  poor  people  in 
•  London  this  long  to  get  going.     We  in  the  City  of 
Boston  have  had  statutes  on  the  books  which  we  ' 
could  have  taken  advantage  of  if  his  Honor  the 
Mayor  was  awake  for  the  relief  of  veterans  needing 
housing  for  themselves  and  their  families.     That 
week  of  January  7  he  said  he  as  Mayor  would  give 
them    some   land   at   a    reasonable    and    nominal 
charge  in  order  that  there  might  be  some  type  of 
housing  for  veteran^  and  their  families.     As  the 
months    went   on   many   more   important    things 
developed.     You   know   what   they   were.     There 
have  been  many  millions  of  dollars  in  bond  issues 
passed   since   I    cam   back   in   the   Council,   since 
January,  7.     Those    evidently    were    much    more 
important.     He    submitted    loan    orders.     I    will 
admit  one  went  toward  temporary  housing,  a  half 
million  dollars  for  temporary  housing.     By  it  we 
in  the  City  of  Boston  furnish  the  utilities.     I  think 
only  a  small  part  of  that  has  been  used.     I  read  in 
the   City  Record  that   $250,000   has    been    appro- 
priated.    I  do  not  know  why  we  have  not  worked 
faster   than  just   appropriating   $250,000.     I    can 
state  it  goes  back  to  the  fact  that  the  City  of 
Boston   has   been   so   lax,    that   is   the   Executive 
Department  and  his  Honor  the  Mayor  that  we 
only  have  793  instead  of  1,500  temporary  shelters. 
Therefore  we  need  only  half  $500,000  or  $250,000. 
I  might  say  I  have  heard  in  the  past  many  people 
saying  it  cannot  happen  here.     But  I  say  of  these 
squatters  or  whatever  you  want  to  call  them,  it 
can  happen  here.     If  the  city  does  not  wake  up, 
it  can  happen  here.     I  have  talked  to  a  great  many 
veterans   who   need   shelters   for   themselves   and 
their  families.     I  am  no  different  from  any  coun- 
cilor here.     You  have  had  the  same  experiences  I 
have  had.     They  are  getting  desperate.     Of  course 
I  tell  them  how  the  city  councilors  at  any  meeting 
are  ready  to  appropriate  money  for  housing  but 
the  Mayor  has  to  initiate  the  appropriation  or  the 
loan  order.     We  cannot  actually  appropriate  the 
money.     We  cannot  start  the  loan  order.     That 
is  the  tough  part  of  it.     He  has  already  started 
one  loan  order  for  five  million  dollars  for  off-street 
parking.     That  traffic  congestion  has  not  been  an 
emergency.     That  has  been  with  us  ever  since  I 
was  a  boy.     That  is  not  an  emergency  he  had  to 
fix  up  in  a  rush.     Of  course  some  interests  think  so. 
Of  course  his  Honor  the  Mayor  listened  to  them 
and  filed  an  order  for  five  million  dollars.     Why 
hasn't  he  listened  to  the  voice  in  the  wilderness, 
the  councilor  from  Ward  7   (Councilor  Linehan) 
and  other  councilors  in  the  Council,  the  councilors 
from  East  Boston,  Charlestowh,  Councilor  Bryan 
and  several  others  I  can  think  of  who  have  spoken 
on  veterans'  housing  through  the  year.     We  are  just 
city  councilors.     We  do  not  amount  to  much.     He 
is  not  g-oing  to  listen  to  those  dumbbells.     Frankly 
I  did  not  go  down  there  to  see  the  Mayor  since  he 
was  inaugurated.     I  suppose  I  am  not  one  of  those 
that  did  not  amount  to  much  as  he  said.     I  am 


447 


CITY     COUNCIL. 


included  among  those  he  lias  not  answered  con- 
cerning  any  order  on  veterans'  housing  since 
January  7,  1946.  So  I  guess  Councilor  Linehan 
is  among  all  those  who  tlo  not  amount  to  much. 
"Conic  on,  boys,  get  out,  I  have  further  business 
to  do."  Let  us  hope  somebody,  the  veterans  or 
the  people  who  operate  off-street  parking  areas, 
even  the  Film,  I  want  to  hear  the  Pilot  and  other 
newspapers  crying  to  Mayor  Curley  to  get  going 
and  provide  houses  for  veterans.  I  say  that  even 
about  that  paper.  If  they  are  so  important  that 
they  will  speak  for  off-street  parking,  I  want  to 
hear  everybody,  including  the  religious  groups, 
speak  for  veterans'  housing.  I  do  not,  think  I  will 
change  my  religion  regardless  of  what  they  say  on 
that.  I  realize  I  am  taking  the  time  of  the  Council 
but  the  fact,  that  Mayor  Curley  finally  realized 
that  somebody  of  importance  other  than  councilors 
have  been  criticizing  him  makes  him  see  fit  to 
publish  in  the  City  Record  of  September  21,  1942, 
an  article  which  is  headlined  as  follows:  "Mayor 
Curley  Scores  Federal  Public  Housing  Authority 
on  Inaction  and  Delays  That  Have  Prevented 
Erection  of  Dwellings  to  Provide  for  Returning 
Veterans  and  Their  Families."  He  notes  the 
fact  that  the  city  has  been  most  patient  in  awaiting 
action  which  would  make  available  facilities  for 
conditions  that  would  ease  present  dire  situation. 
He  calls  present  status  of  construction  a  blot  on  the 
city  and  warns  it.  is  time  to  act  now."  Well,  of 
course,  that  is  what  I  have  been  saying  against 
Mayor  Curley  since  the  first  of  the  year  on  veterans 
housing.  I  guessjie  did  read  some  of  the  speeches 
I  have  been  making  since  the  first  of  the  year. 
If  we  look  back  again  we  will  find  it  is  almost 
verbatim  except  for  the  condemnation  of  the 
Federal  Public  Housing  Authority.  I  have  said 
that  the  people  have  not,  been  impatient.  They 
just  do  not  seem  to  realize  there  is  an  emergency. 
Many  people  were  not  affected.  That  is  to  say, 
all  those  people  who  are  housed  are  not  worried 
about  GI  Joe  who  is  not  housed.  That  is  the  way 
it  is  up  to  today.  I  am  sorry  to  say  that  is  all 
that  is  in  the  world  today.  Everybody  is  satisfied 
if  he  is  taken  care  of  and  to  hell  with  your  neighbor 
GI  Joe,  even  though  GI  Joe  probably  took  a  chance 
on  losing  his  life  on  the  battlefields  throughout  the 
world.  They  have  not  seen  fit  up  to  now  to  raise 
enough  agitation  against  city,  state  and  Federal 
officials.  I  say  Federal  officials.  Congress  saw 
fit  to  adjourn  when  they  had  the  Taft-Ellander 
bill,  which  would  have  provided  more  housing 
for  veterans.  They  adjourned  without  aetting  on 
that  bill.  We  have  to  wait  until  January  for  action 
on  that.  No  one  knows  when  it  will  be  or  how 
long  it  will  be  before  they  act  on  it.  I  do  say 
this:  During  the  next  few  months  I  think  the 
veterans  are  going  to  get  together  and  really 
fight  for  housing.  You  will  see  in  Congress  next 
year  a  great  many  Congressmen  will  be  ousted  in 
the  coming  elections  because  they  did  not  vote  for 
the  Taft-Ellander  bill,  both  Democrats  and  Re- 
publicans. I  am  almost  through.  I  hope  you 
are  not  tired.  You  do  not  want  to  forget  the  boys 
when  they  fought  for  their  country,  they  were 
tired  and  they  kept  on.  Those  of  us  in  the  Council 
can  at  least  get  up  and  talk.  We  should  not  get 
tired  talking  for  them  if  finally  something  is  done 
as  a  result  of  our  talk.  "John  Carroll,  Chairman 
of  the  Boston  Housing  Authority  warned  Mayor 
Curley  and  a  combined  board  of  federal  and  city 
housing  officials  yesterday  at  a  City  Hall  meeting 
that  'unless  something  unusual  is  done  in  con- 
nection with  housing  for  veterans  a  situation  will 
exist  in  Massachusetts  this  winter  that  will  rival 
the  squatter  problem  in  London.'"  By  the  way, 
none  of  the  City  Council  were  ever  invited  to  any 
special  meeting  pertaining  to  housing  for  veterans. 
Is  it  because  they  have  not  done  anything  up  to 
now?  "The  city  could  borrow  money  at  a  low 
rate  of  interest,  develop  a  plot  of  land,  construct 
homes  which  could  be  rented  for  a  stated  period 
at  low  rates  until  the  cost  was  nearly  amortized 
and  then  sell  the  homes  of  the  veteran  occupants, 
Carroll  said. 

"Carroll  said  the  plan  was  one  of  three  recom- 
mended by  Philip  Nichols,  Chairman  of  the  State 
Board  of  Housing.  Curley  asked  that  a  letter 
from  Nichols  be  read,  in  which  the  latter  urged 
the  local  community  to  provide  the  leadership  in 
getting  under  way  some  type  of  housing  for 
veterans  before  the  cold  weather.  Nichols  said 
various  communities  such  as  Lawjence,  Holyoke 
and  Concord  were  working  out  plans  under  the 
recently  enacted  State  Housing  law  for  veterans' 
housing  projects.  Under  the  Lawrence  plan, 
Nichols  said,   the  city  provides  a  large  parcel  of 


tax  title  land,  improves  it  by  providing  sewers, 
streets  and  other  improvements  and  divides  it 
into  lots.  These  lots  are'sold  at  reasonable  cost  to 
veterans  who  must  sign  a  contract  with  a  builder 
and  architect  both  hired  by  the  city  to  build  a 
4-room  home  at  a  cost  of  approximately  $5,000. 

"Nichols'  letter  described  the  Holyoke  and 
Concord  plans  as  similar  to  that  stated  by  Carroll. 
In  both  cases  the  law  requires  that  the  houses  be 
held  only  five  years  by  the  city  and  then  sold  to 
the  veterans. 

"At  this  point  Curley  offered  a  resolution  which 
was  passed  unanimously,  asking  Governor  Tobin 
to  convene  a  special  session  of  the  Legislature  to 
appropriate  funds  for  permanent  housing  for 
veterans  and  relieve  cities  and  towns  from  the 
present  high  tax  rates." 

Is  that  the  answer?  Does  he  mean,  to  hell  with 
the  veterans  if  it  is  going  to  cost  money?  Let  us 
wait  for  the  state  to  appropriate  funds.  I  think 
that  is  what  it  amounts  to,  relieving  the  cities 
and  towns  from  the  present  tax  rates.  That  is  a 
poor  reward  for  the  veterans  coming  from  his 
Honor  the  Mayor  who  had  two  sons  in  the  service. 
Is  that  what  he  thinks  of  the  veterans?  We  will 
have  housing  when  the  state  gives  us  money  to 
provide  housing.  I  am  just  quoting  from  an 
article  in  the  paper.  I  think  it  is  the  Boston 
Herald.  I  am  not  sure  it  is.  I  think  I  have  con- 
strued that  statement  correctly.  I  say,  regard- 
less of  what  it  costs  the  city,  let  us  get  some  housing 
built  for  veterans  and  their  families.  In  the 
long  run  it  will  save  money  for  the  city.  Why  do  1 
say  that?  It  is  only  natural  to  assume  if  we 
build  homes  for  veterans  and  they  buy  them  five 
years  from  now  after  they  are  built  or  five  years 
from  the  time  they  are  built  they  then  become 
taxable  by  the  city  and  therefore  throughout  the 
city  we  will  have  many  millions  of  dollars  in 
addition  to  having  valuable  property,  we  can  get 
more  taxes?  Doesn't  that  sound  like  good  busi- 
ness for  the  city  even  though  we  spend  millions 
of  dollars  at  the  outset  on  constructing  homes? 
I  say  it  is  good  business.  This  has  to  be  a  long 
range  program.  Let  us  get  started  right  away. 
I  say  we  could  have  got  it  started  last  May.  I 
think  it  was  May  when  this  act  was  passed  by  the 
Legislature.  Up  to  now  his  Honor  the  Mayor 
has  not  seen  fit  to  send  in  one  order  other  than  the 
$500,000  for  utilities  for  construction  underground 
for  those  so-called  barracks  similar  to  Camp  McKay 
in  my  district.  It  is  a  great  place.  Go  over  and 
take  a  look  at  it.  It  is  not  fit  for  the  rats.  The 
rats  are  there.  Let  us  say  it  is  fit  for  the  rats. 
The  veterans  have  to  go  some  place.  If  you  pass 
by  there  you  feel  sick.  Go  over  on  a  rainy  night 
sometime  and  look  down  into  the  hole  where  those 
veterans  and  their  families  are.  Still  the  veterans 
are  glad  to  get  in.  There  is  no  other  place  to  go. 
If  those  who  are  not  veterans  go  there  I  think  they 
would  kick  as  loud  if  not  louder  than  the  veterans 
and  rightly  so.  The  place  is  terrible.  I  would  ask 
his  Honor  the  Mayor  to  consider  the  advisability 
of  transferring  the  Camp  McKay  barracks  over  to 
Columbus  Circle  so  that  the  houses  could  be  moved 
there  where  there  would  be  a  little  grass  to  play 
on  and  where  they  were  level  with  the  streets. 
They  would  have  proper  light.  There  would  not 
be  some  misfortunate  accident  which  might  occur 
in  the  dark  alleys  down  at  Camp  McKay.  I  might 
as  well  go  on.  I  have  not  much  longer  to  go. 
There  might  be  a  shot  at  the  federal  government. 

"The  same  increased  costs  have  cut  into  the 
federal  budget  for  the  construction  of  temporary 
housing  for  veterans  in  Boston,  Sumner  K.  Wiley, 
regional  director  of  the  F  P  H  A,  told  Mayor 
Curley  in  a  letter.  Wiley  asked  that  28  dwelling 
units  planned  for  Jefferson  Park,  Roxbury,  be 
curtailed  and  the  proposed  installation  of  gas  for 
temporary  projects  be  changed  to  oil  to  save 
$30,000."  With  all  the  billion  of  dollars  that  the 
federal  government  through  the  Legislature  has 
been  lending  foreign  countries  to  provide  shelter 
and  food  to  foreigners  they  start  choking  up  when 
it  comes  to  appropriating  money  to  provide 
housing  for  veterans  and  their  families.  Why? 
I  do  not  know  why.  They  said  when  the  boys 
went  off  nothing  would  be  too  good  for  them  when 
they  came  back.  They  gave  them  the  Camp 
McKay  barracks.  I  am  taking  a  long  time  here 
today.  I  have  compiled  a  lot,  of  material.  I  have 
been  reading  with  a  smile  the  condemnation  of  the 
Mayor,  of  everybody  but  the  Mayor,  when  he 
in  his  heart  knows  he  is  responsible  for  the  laxity 
shown  on  housing  for  veterans.  The  act  was 
passed  in  May  1946  on  some  of  these  things  I 
mentioned  and  he  has  not  taken  one  solitary  step 
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to  provide  houses.  He  was  against  the  Cathedral 
project.  I  know  that  because  I  was  a  member  of 
the  Boston  Housing  Authority  in  1945.  He  said 
he  wanted  one-story  houses  instead  of  12-story 
houses.  He  was  not  interested  in  providing  shelter 
for  many  veterans.  He  wanted  to  pick  out  a  few 
and  make  sure  they  would  have  a  nice  one-family 
bungalow.  He  did  O.  K.  the  barracks  at  Camp 
McKay.  He  said  they  were  good  enough  for 
the  veterans.  He  did  not  think  a  10  or  12-story 
apartment  building  was  proper  for  veterans.  He 
did  think  the  Camp  McKay  barracks  were  other- 
wise. I  will  only  be  too  glad  to  answer  anv  ques- 
tions presented  by  members  of  the  Council  who 
might  be  interested  in  my  little  discussion.  Coun- 
cilor Coffey  asks  me  if  I  am  taking  his  place.  I  do 
not  know  in  what  respect.  I  am  blessed  with  a 
pair  of  lungs  almost  as  good  as  Councilor  Coffey's. 
I  hope  if  nothing  else  the  newspapers  might  present 
the  facts  to  the  public.  Mayor  Curley  has  been 
lax  since  he  took  office  on  veterans'  housing  and 
Councilor  Linehan  for  one  among  others  in  the 
Council  has  openly  stated  that  since  Mayor  Curley 
took  office  and  since  he  promised  city-owned  land 
for  veterans'  housing  he  has  not  done  it  in  one  single 
instance.  I  say  as  a  former  member  of  the  Hous- 
ing Authority  that  he  stalled  the  Cathedral  Project. 
He  well  knows  it.  I  say  he  has  not  taken  advan- 
tage of  chapter  372,  Acts  of  1946,  other  than  to  ac- 
quire 793  dwelling  structures  such  as  Camp 
McKay.  They  are  not  so  hot.  That  is  all  he  can 
point  to.  He  could  have  got  1,500  instead  of 
793  if  he  acted  quickly.  That  covers  everything 
I  had  said  against  his  Honor  the  Mayor  since  the 
first  of  the  year  on  housing.  I  think  it  is  fairly 
comprehensive.  I  conclude  by  saying,  take  ad- 
vantage of  the  statutes  that  exist  on  the  books 
today.  That  is  what  counts.  Do  not  wait  for 
Congress  and  the  Legislature  to  appropriate  money. 
The  city  can  under  its  charter  appropriate.  The 
city  under  the  present  act  that  exists  on  the  statute 
books  can  borrow  as  much  as  $28,000,000  for  con- 
struction of  veterans  homes.  That  is  what  Mayor 
Curley  can  do.  What  is  he  waiting  for?  Is  he 
waiting  for  the  squatters  to  come  into  his  office 
downstairs?  If  he  does  not  get  going  and  do  some- 
thing substantial  soon  I  will  get  in  touch  with  some 
veterans  and  see  if  I  cannot  take  them  down  there 
and  squat  in  his  office.  He  might  then  promise 
to  do  something  for  the  veterans.  He  might  do 
something  besides  make  a  promise.  We  are  wait- 
ing for  something  to  come  to  us  so  that  we  can  vote 
for  a  loan  order  if  necessary  in  order  that  we  might 
promote  and  provide  decent  housing  for  veterans. 
They  deserve  it.  Everybody  in  the  city  should 
agree  to  that. 

Passed  under  suspension  of  the  rule. 


LITTLE  BUILDING  TAX  ABATEMENT. 

Coun.  CHASE  and  BAYLEY  offered  the  fol- 
lowing: 

Ordered,  That  the  full  Board  of  Assessors  appear 
before  the  Executive  Committee  prepared  to 
explain  to  the  City  Council  full  reasons  why  the 
owners  of  the  Little  Building  were  given  a  million- 
dollar  tax  abatement. 

Coun.  CHASE — Mr.  President,  it  was  recently 
called  to  my  attention  that  the  Little  Building  was 
given  one  million  dollars  abatement  on  their 
property.  I  was  somewhat  surprised  to  learn  of 
this,  Mr.  President,  in  view  of  the  fact  his  Honor 
the  Mayor  has  increased  the  valuation  of  the 
properties  throughout  Boston,  the  business  prop- 
erties by  many  millions  of  dollars.  Why  the 
Board  of  Assessors  should  select  the  Little  Building  . 
in  the  heart  of  the  city,  one  of  the  most  prosperous 
commercial  buildings,  and  lower  the  assessed  valu- 
ation is  something  I  do  not  quite  understand.  As 
I  understand,  the  real  estate  valuations  have 
increased,  instead  of  decreased,  especially  on  the 
properties  down  around  the  Little  Building.  I  do 
not  understand  why  this  should  have  taken  place 
at  this  time.  I  think  that  the  members  of  the  City 
Council  are  entitled  to  an  explanation  from  the 
Board  of  Assessors.  There  are  many  taxpayers  in 
Boston  today,  sir,  who  are  faced  with  a  decided 
increase  over  last  year's  bill.  They  too  will  be 
interested  in  knowing  why  the  Little  Building 
should  have  one  million  dollars  lower  assessment1 
while  their  taxes  have  been  increased  anywhere 
from  half  a  million  to  a  million  dollars.  I  hope 
that  the  members  of  the  Mayor's  Board  of  As- 
sessors will  appear  before  us  in  executive  session 
today  prepared  to  give  full  and  adequate  reasons 


why  this  decrease  has  taken  place.  In  the  event 
they  do  not  see  fit  to  appear  before  us  then  I-shall 
ask  the  Council  to  adopt  an  order  requesting  the 
Boston  Finance  Commission  to  inquire  into  this 
matter  with  a  view  to  giving  us  adequate  reasons 
why  such  a  low  assessment  should  be  made. 
Referred  to  the  Executive  Committee. 


TRANSFER   FROM   PARKMAN   FUND. 

Coun.  COFFEY,  for  the  Committee  on  the 
Parkman  Fund,  submitted  the  following: 

Report  on  order  referred  this  date  to  transfer  the 
sum  of  $25,000  from  the  Parkman  Fund  — recom- 
mending that  the  order  ought  to  pass. 

Report  of  committee  accepted.  The  question 
came  on  the  passage  of  the  order  and  the  clerk 
called  the  roll.  The  order  was  passed.  Whole 
number  of  ballots  14,  yeas  14. 


REPORT   OF   COMMITTEE   ON   LICENSES. 

Coun.  SCANNELL,  for  the  Committee  on 
Licenses,  submitted  the  following: 

1.  Report  on  petition  of  the  Eastern  Massa- 
chusetts Street  Railway  Company  to  operate  buses 
from  Park  square  to  Mattapan  square  (referred 
September  9,  1946) — recommending  that  the 
license  be  granted. 

President  KELLY — The  question  is  on  the 
acceptance  of  the  report  of  the  committee. 

Coun.  CANT  WELL — I  am  quite  astonished, 
Mr.  President,  to  find  out  that  the  committee  has 
passed  that  license.  This  is  a  petition  that  runs 
a  bus  line  the  full  length  of  my  ward.  Not  once 
"have  I  been  considered  as  to  whether  my  con- 
stituents want  another  bus  line  running  through 
my  ward.  I  am  not  a  bad  fellow  to  get  along  with. 
I  generally  go  along  with  most  anyone.  I  am 
quite  amazed,  as  I  say,  that  a  committee  of  nice 
fellows  who  always  get  along  together  have  not 
once  asked  my  opinion  where  it  pertains  to  the  full 
length  of  my  ward  in  this  particular  petition.  I 
would  like  to  have  it  held  up  until  the  next  meeting 
and  give  them  to  me  to  get  my  opinion.  I  make  a 
motion  we  have  this  at  the  next  meeting. 

President  KELLY — The  question  comes  on  the 
acceptance  of  the  report  of  the  committee  first. 

Coun.  COFFEY— Mr.  President,  a  point  of 
information.  Haven't  we  any  rights  under  our 
rules  to  refuse  to  accept  the  report  of  the 
committee? 

President  KELLY— The  Chair  will  rule  that  we 
cannot  even  discuss  it  until  we  either  accept  or 
reject  the  report  of  the  committee. 

Coun.  COFFEY — Mr.  President,  another  point 
of  information.  If  we  reject  and  it  goes  back  to 
the  committee,  then  the  committee  meantime  can 
hold  a  public  hearing  and  notify  Councilor 
Cantwell.  He  can  have  people  from  his  district 
come  in  and  find  out  whether  they  are  for  or 
against  it. 

President  KELLY — If  we  reject,  it  goes  back  to 
the  committee  and  the  committee  can  do  what 
they  see  fit.  It  is  in  the  hands  of  the  committee. 
The  question  first  comes  on  the  acceptance  of  the 
report  of  the  committee. 

Coun.  MUCHNICK — Is  it  in  order  at  this  time 
to  have  the  committee  give  its  reasons  for  its 
action,  or  does  that  come  after  the  accepting  or 
rejecting  of  the  report? 

President  KELLY — That  will  come  after  the 
acceptance  or  the  rejection  of  the  committee's 
report. 

Coun.  KINSELLA— Mr.  President. 

President  KELLY — For  what  purpose  does  the 
gentleman  rise? 

Coun.  KINSELLA — I  would  like  to  enlighten 
Councilor  Cantwell  on  this  point.  Normally  I 
would  not  have  spoken. 

Coun.  COFFEY— Mr.  President,  a  point  of 
order.     Isn't  the  gentleman  out  of  order? 

President  KELLY — I  do  not  know  what  the 
gentleman  is  going  to  talk  about.  We  are  in  the 
middle  of  the  acceptance  or  the  rejection  of  the 
report  of  the  committee. 

Coun.  KINSELLA— Will  the  Chair  put  the 
question?     There  was  no  response  from  the  Body. 

President  KELLY — I  have  not  made  a  decision 
yet. 

Coun.  KINSELLA — Therefore  speaking  is  in 
order  and  since  Councilor  Cantwell  spoke  before 
he  should  have  spoken,  strictly  speaking,  it  is  only 
in  order  to  discuss  the  reasons  given  by  him. 
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CITY     COUNCIL. 


President     KELLY— Councilor    Kinsella,    you 
are  in  order  if  you  want  to  speak  on  whether  the 

committee's  report  should  be  accepted  or  rejected. 

Conn.  KINSELLA — Mr.  President,  in  any  case, 
first  or  last.  I  would  like  to  tell  the  Council  that 
the  original  route  of  this  bus  line  from  the  Neponset 
[tiver  Bridge  to  Park  Square  touches  only  twelve 
or  thirteen  wards  of  the  city.  I  did  not  know 
until  just  now  it  touches  the  entire  length,  as 
Councilor  Cantwell  says,  of  his  ward.  I  was 
aware  it  touched  on  parts  of  Wards  3,  4,  5,  6,  8, 
12,  14,  and  18,  but  at  no  time  was  I  aware  of  the 
fact  it  ran  at  any  point  entirely  through  any  one 
ward  from  one  end  to  the  other.  There  are  about 
eleven  wards  of  the  twenty-two  which  it  touches. 
One  of  the  eleven  wards,  Ward  18,  Councilor 
Cantwell's  ward,  according  to  his  statement  is 
included  from  one  end  to  the  other.  That  was 
unknown  to  me.  I  am  not  familiar  with  how  much 
Blue  Hill  Parkway,  for  instance,  in  Ward  18  takes 
in,  nor  am  I  familiar  with  how  much  of  Ward  5 
the  _  Park  Square  area  takes  in  without,  being 
impinged  upon  by  other  ward  lines  that  come  in 
there.  I  do  not  think  it  was  necessary  to  speak 
to  eleven  councilors.  In  that  section  of  the  city 
we  know  ward  lines  and  precinct  lines  run  down 
the  middle  of  the  street.  You  cross  an  intersection 
and  go  from  one  ward  to  another.  There  was  not 
any  purpose  in  disregarding  Councilor  Cantwell's 
natural  interest,  any  more  than  in  disregarding 
the  interest  of  Councilors  Hurley,  Muchnick, 
Hannon,  Chase,  or  even  the  gentleman  from 
Ward  6,  Councilor  Scannell.  I  say  this  was  a 
public  document  properly  filed  with  a  list  of  streets. 
It  did  not  say  merely  from  the  Milton  line  to  Park 
.square.  It  designated  the  streets.  It  is  obvious 
a  number  of  %vards  would  have  been  touched  on 
that  route.  I  think  that  Councilor  Cantwell 
and  the  rest  of  the  gentlemen  will  agree  with  me 
that  they  have  every  right  in  the  world  to  know 
what  is  going  on  but  that  there  was  nothing  in  the 
application  that  was  not  claimed  in  the  list  of 
streets  contained  in  the  application.  I  am  not  as 
familiar  with  Ward  18  as  Councilor  Cantwell  nor 
is  he  as  familiar  with  Charlestown  as  I  am.  But 
anything  in  Charlestown  is  all  one  ward.  If  it 
were  in  East  Boston  there  can  be  no  mistake. 
There  can  be  plenty  of  mistakes  within  the  heart 
of  the  city  where  four  or  five  or  six  or  eleven  dif- 
ferent wards  are  affected.  He  finds  out  now  that 
it  runs  completely  through  his  ward.  It  is  obvious 
he  did  not  check  the  record  upon  which  this  is 
based  for  the  purpose  of  finding  out  how  much  of 
each  ward  it  touched  on.  I  think  that  is  a  fair 
explanation.  It  was  not  intended  to  bypass 
anybody,  Councilor  Cantwell  or  any  one  of  the 
other  ten  members  of  the  Council  who  have  to , 
pass  on  it  here.  It  would  be  a  strange  thing  if 
you  could  slight  anybody  present  and  expect 
cooperation.  I  want  you  to  believe  that.  There 
are  eleven,  ten  besides  Councilor  Cantwell,  who 
can  get  up  and  make  the  selfsame  criticisms,  the 
councilors  from  Wards  3,  4,  5,  8,  !),  12,  13,  14,  and 
18.  Where  can  it  be  said  you  can  get  their  sup- 
port by  slighting  their  interest?  That  itself  is 
proof  enough  it  was  not  deliberate,  it  was  not 
intentional.  It  was  entirely  unwitting.  Now  if 
it  is  good  today  it  will  be  good  next  Monday.  I 
will  concede  that  if  all  the  gentlemen  referred  to 
by  number  wish  to  appear,  by  all  means,  appear. 
It  is  only  an  expression  of  interest  in  a  public 
service.  For  today  and  for  the  future  I  would 
like  to  say  that  if  anybody  at  any  time  feels  I  have 
injured  his  personal  feelings  by  failing  to  consult 
him  on  a  matter  of  that  sort,  I  am  personally 
sorry.  There  was  not  any  such  intention.  That 
should  be  plain  to  the  ordinary  intelligent  coun- 
cilor here.  How  can  you  offend  eleven  men  and 
get  them  to  help  you?  Is  that  logic  or  isn't  it? 
I  am  sorry  it  happened.  Of  the  eleven  apparently 
Councilor  Cantwell  is  the  only  one  whose  ward 
to  any  great  extent  is  used  as  part  of  the  route. 
Will  you  agree  with  me  the  fact  it  was  filed  properly 
and  the  route  is  contained  in  the  minutes  of  the 
meeting  of  that  day,  will  you  agree  with  me  that 
it  is  obvious  to  you  men  who  know  where  your 
wards  begin  and  end  and  what  they  contain  for 
streets,  won't  you  agree  it  was  there  to  be  seen? 
That  was  the  purpose  in  filling  the  list  of  streets 
and  not  just  a  blanket  route  from  here  to  there. 
I  am  going  to  ask  yon  to  believe  that,  and  to  accept 
it  at  its  face  value.     That  is  all  I  can  ask. 

Coun.  KEENAN — Mr.  President,  a  point  of  in- 
formation. Can  somebody  on  the  committee  tell 
us  what  part  of  Park  square  the  bus  terminal  is 
going  to  be  in? 


Conn.  .SCANNELL— Well,  Mr.  President,  I 
believe  it  states  in  the  petition.  I  would  like  to 
have  the  clerk  read  the  petition  and  enlighten 
the  Body  as  to  where  it  will  start  and  end. 

The  clerk  read  the  petition. 

Coun.  COFFEY— Mr.  President,  I  cannot  see 
any  reason  for  wishing  to  accept  this  today.  If 
we  reject  it  we  will  do  nobody  any  harm.  In  my 
opinion  Councilor  Cantwell  has  a  right  to  have  a 
hearing.  1  think  he  should  have  a  public  hearing. 
I  have  been  chairman  of  the  committee  for  four 
years.  When  these  petitions  come  in  to  us  the 
streets  otc  not  read  off.  It  is  just  a  petition  to  run 
a  bus  line,  say,  from  New  Bedford  to  Park  square, 
Boston,  or  to  Salisbury  from  Park  square,  Boston, 
or  one  of  the  stations.  Naturally  we  do  not  know 
what  streets  they  are  going  over  and  what  wards 
they  are  going  through.  There  was  not  any  meet- 
ing held  on  this.  I  am  a  little  bit  surprised  a 
report  is  brought  in  here  today.  I  called  up  the 
meeting  last  Tuesday  and  talked  with  the  Clerk 
of  Committees.  He  said  the  chairman  was  not 
there  and  the  vice-chairman  was  not  there  and  that 
there  was  no  committee. meeting.  The  next  one  in 
line  wouid  have  been  me  under  our  charter.  I  do 
not  think  I  would  have  any  right  to  call  a  meeting, 
although  at  some  time  or  other  the  former  city 
clerk  has  ruled  the  next  in  line  can  call  a  meeting. 
I  never  lived  up  to  that  or  agreed  to  it.  I  thought 
it  was  the  chairman  or  the  vice-chairman  who 
could  call  the  meeting.  If  neither  party  were 
present,  I  did  not  bother  to  come  over.  I  called 
the  clerk  who  told  me  there  were  four  members  of 
the  committee  but  no  committee  meeting  was  heid. 
If  we  reject  there  is  no  harm  done.  It  stays  where 
it  is.  We  can  ask  the  chairman  of  the  committee 
to  hold  a  hearing.  If  Councilor  Cantwell  wants 
to  get  the  people  from  his  district  in  to  find  out 
their  views  he  can  do  that.  In  all  good  taste  I 
think  it  should  be  done.  Whether  or  not  there  is  a 
committee  meeting  during  the  week,  Councilor 
Cantwell  can  find  out  once  and  for  all  how  the 
people  in  his  district  feel.  I  do  not  want  any  more 
buses  running  in  my  town.  We  cannot  afford  to 
have  any  more  with  the  traffic  situation  as  it  is. 
That  is  why  we  have  five  million  dollars  here  for 
off-street  parking  now  to  relieve  traffic  and  not  to 
bring  in  more  traffic  and  congestion  into  the  city. 

Coun.  SCANNELL— Mr.  President,  as  far  as  I 
know  the  chairman  was  not  there.  There  was  a 
quorum  present.  You  can  hold  any  kind  of  meet- 
ing if  there  is  a  quorum  present,  whether  it  is  the 
Committee  of  Licenses  or  not.  The  president  was 
not  here.  But  as  long  as  there  is  a  quorum  of 
members  of  the  City  Council,  you  nan  have  'a 
meeting.  They  had  a  meeting  and  voted  it  ought 
to  pass.  I  could  not  be  there  that  day.  I  was  ill. 
As  far  as  I  am  concerned  a  quorum  of  members 
of  the  Committee  on  Licenses  was  there  and  they 
passed  it.  That  is  why  I  presented  it  to  the  Body 
here. 

Coun.  KINSELLA — Mr.  President,  there  are 
only  two  statements  I  want  to  make  to  clarify  the 
little  incident.  First  of  all,  what  Councilor  Coffey 
said  is  approximately  correct.  It  just  does  not  go 
far  enough.  It  is  true  there  were  four  men  present 
not  including  Councilor  Scannell  and  Councilor 
Fish  who  were  by  -rule  of  the  Council  permitted  to 
act  as  chairman.  Councilor  Coffey  is  the  third 
named  on  the  list.  He  could  not  function  as  chair- 
man because  he  was  not  present.  During  the  course 
of  the  conversation  that  was  going  on  while  we 
were  waiting  for  an  authorized  person  to  act  as 
chairman  the  suggestion  was  made  that  one  mem- 
ber sit  as  chairman,  and  make  recommendations 
to  the  duly  appointed  chairman  since  a  quorum 
was  established.  There  were  four  present  who 
heard  me  say  I  did  not  want  it  done  that  way 
because  I  wanted  it  to  come  into  the  Council  with 
the  blessing  of  either  a  chairman  properly  ap- 
pointed or  a  vice-chairman  in  his  absence.  There 
is  at  least  one  councilor  present  who  can  sub- 
stantiate what  I  have  said.  The  other  three  are 
out  of  the  chamber  at  the  moment.  Rather  than 
have  it  come  in  on  the  basis  of  an  illegal  meeting 
or  a  legal  action  on  which  no  action  could  be  prop- 
erly taken,  I  decided  it  was  best  for  all  to  respect 
the  position  not  only  of  the  chairman  but  the  vice- 
chairman  in  the  event  that  subsequently  he  might 
be  able  to  sit  in  the  matter  of  a  bus  coming  through 
there.  This  is  a  point  of  clarification.  The  other 
company  has  a  run  from  New  Bedford  to  Park 
square,  Boston.  A  couple  of  weeks  ago  for  Coun- 
cilor Cantwell's  personal  benefit  a  bus  line  permit 
was  filed  here  one  day.  The  committee  polled  the 
whole  Body  on  the  selfsame  day  and  validated 
the  act  of  the  Committee  on  Licenses.     That  fol- 
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lows  the  same  route.  It  is  a  competing  bus  line. 
Isn't  it  proper  that  the  objection  raised  today 
should  have  been  raised  then  to  establish  precedent 
or  is  it  necessary  for  a  fellow  to  swallow  the  last 
bit  of  pride  he  has  and  vote  for  it?  Is  that  going  to 
be  necessary?  I  am  in'  Boston  serving  every 
day  with  fellows  who  are  moderately  friendly. 
Yet  somebody  from  New  Bedford  can  come  up 
and  by  the  simple  expedient  of  signing  a  legal 
instrument  in  the  Clerk's  office,  can  within  the 
hour  go  back  to  New  Bedford  with  the  blessing  of 
the  Boston  City  Councilors.  There  is  not  one  of 
us  who  even  laid  an  eye  on  him.  I  am  only 
asking,  gentlemen.  It  does  not  require  an  answer. 
I  am  thinking  out  loud.  I  am  in  the  Council  every 
day  in  the  week.  I  am  in  the  city  every  day  in 
the  week  meeting  all  of  you  fellows  as  you  meet 
me.  I  am  not  remote  from  you.  I  do  not  come 
up  from  New  Bedford.  Yet  it  is  a  competing  bus 
line.  It  follows  substantially  the  same  route. 
They  are  the  best  streets  available.  The  minutes 
of  the  meeting  of  September  9  states  clearly  it  is  to 
operate  motor  vehicles  from  Mattapan  square  to 
Park  square  on  Blue  Hill  avenue.  I  cannot  say 
at  first  glance  whether  a  street  or  two  is  left  out. 
If  it  is,  I  do  not  know  why.  I  cannot  say  it  has 
or  has  not  been  done. 

Coun.  CHASE— Will  the  gentleman  yield  for  a 
question? 

Coun.  KINSELLA— Yes. 

Coun.  CHASE — Did  the  bus  line  start  from 
Mattapan  square  or  come  in  from  New  Bedford? 

Coun.  KINSELLA — The  terminal  point  is 
New  Bedford.  All  of  the  cities  and  towns  along 
the  way  have  granted  permission  by  the  same 
means  we  grant  it,  to  use  their  highways.  It 
comes  to  the  Boston  line  and  stops  cold  at  the 
Neponset  Bridge.  We  want  to  complete  it  into 
Park  square  as  a  running  mate  to  the  line  that  was 
certified  here  not  so  many  weeks  ago  without  a 
hearing  because  it  was  recognized  that  it  was  a 
public  service.  That  is  why  it  was  done.  This  is 
a  public  service.  It  supplies  a  special  need.  I 
have  a  proper  and  due  regard  for  the  right  of  every 
man  of  the  eleven  councilors  to  get  up  and  oppose 
it.  That  is  not  a  concession  I  am  making.  It  is 
an  inherent  right  you  possess  as  councilor  from  any 
district  touched  upon.  No  one  is  doing  any 
favors  when  they  say  you  ought  to  object. 

Coun.  CHASE— Mr.  President,  will  the  gentle- 
man yield  for  a  question? 

Coun.  KINSELLA— Yes. 

Coun.  CHASE — Does  this  proposed  bus  line 
include  the  picking  up  of  passengers  at  different 
spots  in  Boston? 

Coun.  KINSELLA — No.  There  is  no  picking 
up  of  passengers,  no  collection  of  fares  within 
Boston.     I  am  through,  Mr.  Chairman. 

Coun.  COFFEY— On  the  last  bus  line  that 
came  in,  can  the  councilor  from  Ward  2  tell  me 
what  date  it  was? 

Coun.  KINSELLA — I  cannot  give  you  the 
exact  date.  I  would  say  it  was  a  month  or  five 
weeks  ago. 

Coun.  COFFEY— I  would  like  to  ask  another 
question.  I  wonder  if  he  was  present  the  day  the 
other  bus  route  came  through? 

Coun.  KINSELLA — I  was  and  so  saw  no  reason 
to  object. 

Coun.  COFFEY — I  was  not  here  or  I  would 
have  objected. 

The  question  came  on  the  acceptance  or  rejection 
of  the  report  of  the  Committee.  It  was  voted  to 
accept.  Councilor  Coffey  doubted  the  vote  and 
asked  for  a  roll  call.  A  sufficient  number  of 
councilors  having  supported  him  the  Clerk  called 
the  roll.     The  report  was  accepted,  yeas  7,  nays  6._ 

Yeas — Councilors  "  Cook,  Kinsella,  Linehan, 
Moriarty,  Muchnick,  Scannell,  Sullivan. 

Nays — Councilors  Bay  ley,  Cantwell,  Chase, 
Coffey,  Keenan,  McCormack. 

Present — Councilors  Hannon,  Kelly,  Russo. 

Councilor  Cook  changed  his  vote  from  present 
to  yes  upon  the  completion  of  the  roll  call. 

The  question  then  came  on  the  granting  of  the 
license. 

Coun.  BAYLEY— Mr.  President,  I  move  this 
be  laid  on  the  table. 

Coun.  MUCHNICK— Mr.  President. 

Coun.  BAYLEY — For  the  purpose  of  getting 
more  information. 

The  question  came  on  the  motion  to  lay  on  the 
table.  It  was  not  carried.  Councilor  Bayley 
doubted  the  vote  and  asked  for  a  roll  call.  ^A 
sufficient  number  of  councilors  having  joined  him 
the  clerk  called  the  roll.  The  motion  to  lay  on 
the  table  was  carried,  yeas  8,  nays  7. 


Councilor  Cook  changed  his  vote  from  present 
to  no  upon  the  completion  of  the  roll  call. 

Yeas — Councilors  Bayley,  Cantwell,  Carey, 
Chase,  Coffey,  Keenan,  McCormack,  Russo. 

Nays  —  Councilors  Cook,  Kinsella,  Linehan, 
Moriarty,  Muchnick,  Scannell,  Sullivan. 

Present — Councilors  Hannon,  Kelly. 

Coun.  MUCHNICK— Mr.  President,  a  point  of 
information.  Is  a  motion  to  reconsider  on  this 
motion  proper? 

President  KELLY — The  motion  is  out  of  order. 

Coun.  KINSELLA — Do  we  understand  that 
this  supporting  vote  of  8  is  due  to  the  fact  the 
councilors  want  more  information  by  way  of  a 
public  hearing  by  the  Committee  on  Licenses? 

President  KELLY — I  understand  that  is  the 
sense  of  the  motion.  Councilor  Bayley  made  a 
motion  to  lay  on  the  table  for  more  information. 

Coun.  KINSELLA — I  think  the  councilor  said 
it  was  for  a  week  until  he  got  some  information  for 
next  week.     Is  that  right? 

President  KELLY—  Th?t  is  right. 

Coun.  KINSELLA — I  understand  the  chairman 
of  the  Committee  on  Licenses  will  probably  hold  a 
hearing,  a  committee   meeting  this  week. 

Coun.  SCANNELL— That  is  right. 

Coun.  KINSELLA— Thank  you. 

President  KELLY — Councilor  Kinsella,  a  motion 
had  to  be  in  order  to  take  it  off  the  table  and  refer 
it  back  to  the  Committee  on  Licenses.  The 
matter  will  be  on  the  calendar  at  the  next  meeting. 
If  you  want  to  have  it  done  now,  you  may. 

Coun.  KINSELLA — I  so  make  a  motion  that 
the  matter  be  removed  from  the  table  and  referred 
back  to  the  Committee  on  Licenses  for  securing 
more  information. 

President  KELLY — That  motion  is  out  of  order 
,  until  there  is  intervening  business. 

2.  Report  on  petition  of  Sun  Spots,  Inc., 
referred  this  date  for  driveway  opening  at  874  Dor- 
chester avenue  —  recommending  that  license  be 
granted. 

Reports  accepted  and  said  licenses  granted. 


BOSTON   MEAT   SUPPLY. 

Coun.  SCANNELL  offered  the  following: 
Ordered,  That  his  Honor  the  Mayor  be  re- 
quested to  contact  the  proper  Federal  Agency 
with  a  view  to  bringing  an  adequate  supply  of 
meats  to  Boston  even  if  it  means  the  removal  of 
said  meats  from  OPA  jurisdiction. 

Coun.  SCANNELL — Mr.  President,  in  present- 
ing this  order  today  I  want  to  bring  to  the  attention 
of  the  members  of  this  Body  that  something  will 
happen  in  this  city  within  the  next  couple  of 
months.  It  is  a  condition  that  I  believe  can 
come  from  rulings  made  by  the  Federal  agencies 
of  the  government  of  the  United  States.  As  far 
as  the  OPA  is  concerned,  do  you  realize,  gentle- 
men, within  the  week  or  so  there  will  not  be  any 
meat  for  our  hospitals,  our  institutions  that  are 
feeding  the  sick?  Now  there  is  something  wrong 
in  this  country  today  where  a  sick  person  cannot 
be  fed  nourishment  so  that  he  or  she  might  live 
or  any  child  that  might  be  sick  that  might  need 
nourishment.  The  people  of  this  city,  state  and 
nation  have  to  suffer,  especially  the  sick,  for  some 
of  the  rulings  made  by  the  Federal  agencies.  Now 
it  seems  to  me  that  something  should  be  done  at 
least  as  far  as  the  sick  in  this  city  are  concerned 
who  reed  nourishment.  It  iooks  like  they  are  not 
going  to  get  it.  It  looks  as  if  some  of  the  crackpots 
in  Washington,  who  are  controlling  the  OPA, 
cannot  do  anything  about  it.  We  have  wartime 
emergencies  in  this  country.  I  think  we  should 
do  something  about  the  meat  packers  of  this 
country  who  can  shut  off  a  supply  of  meat 
coming  into  the  city,  state  or  nation.  There  are 
hundreds  of  thousands  of  people  who  are  sick. 
Something  is  going  to  happen.  It  is  happening. 
Today  I  read  an  article  in  the  paper  where  the 
Massachusetts  General  Hospital  is  using  horse 
meat  for  their  diets.  It  will  not  be  long  before 
the  city  hospitals  and  institutions  caring  for  our 
sick  are  going  to  go  on  that  diet.  If  they  have  to 
live  on  horse  meat,  I  wonder  what  is  going  to 
happen.  It  is  a  disgraceful  condition.  Somebody 
is  responsible  for  it.  Those  who  are  responsible 
should  be  reprimanded  by  the  government  of  the 
United  States.  I  know  this,  when  the  black 
market  was  rampant  during  the  last  OPA  period 
here  in  Boston,  there  was  not  much  done  about  it. 
I  know  that  at  the  present  time  the  black  market 
operators  have  got  so  much  money  they  would  not 
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dare  function  today.  They  are  leaving  these 
parts  with  their  pockets  filled  from  black  market 
operations.  They  have  gone  to  the  sunny  South 
where  they  probably  can  recoup  for  the  winter. 
Tliis  is  :i  terrible  condition  in  tins  city.  The 
OPA  comes  in  after  the  black  market  lias  been 
operating  since  the  war  and  lias  taken  :'U  the 
money  they  ever  needed.  The  packers  of  this 
Country  have  stopped  cattle  from  coming  into  the 
stock  markets  because  the  OPA  has  put  a  ceiling 
price  on  meat.  Somebody  ought  to  do  something 
about  it.  If  we  want  to  get  away  from  it,  it  is 
necessary  to  do  away  with  the  OPA  as  far  as 
foodstuffs  is  concerned.  Let  us  do  away  with  it, 
let  ns  stop  it.  Let  us  see  if  we  can  feed  our  sick 
and  needy  and  people  who  need  food  to  live.  If 
the  Federal  agencies  cannot  do  it,  let' the  war 
powers  of  our  President  do  it.  This  may  be  a 
political  move.  Let  us  take  some  of  these  men 
who  are  responsible  for  the  stoppage  of  meats 
coming  into  the  supply  markets  of  every  city, 
State  and  town.  Let  us  see  if  we  can  do  something 
about  it.  There  is  no  need  of  a  monopoly  in  this 
United  States.  It  may  be  if  we  get  rid  of  some  of 
the  pinks  that  are  in  Washington  as  we  got  rid 
of  one  the  other  day  then  we  may  get  down  to 
where  we  might  call  this  America  and  not  a  Com- 
niunistically  run  country  with  its  sources  in 
Washington.  I  guarantee  you  if  there  is  not 
something  done  about  this  within  the  next  week 
or  so  there  will  be  riots  in  the  streets  of  this  city. 
They  are  throwing  out  poultry  to  the  people. 
How  long  is  that  going  to  last?  It  is  not  going 
to  last  very  long.  .  God  help  those  who  cannot 
get  $60  or  $*80  a  week.  I  know  for  a  fact  there  will 
not  be  any  black  market  functioning  in  this  city. 
We  all  know  that  they  have  made  so  much  money 
during  the  war  they  do  not  care  if  they  ever  make 
any  money  for  the  rest  of  their  lives.  So  I  hope 
that  the  Mayor  in  his  wisdom  will  see  fit  if  he  can 
do  so  to  request  the  President  of  the  United  States, 
if  he  has  to,  to  use  his  wartime  powers.  Let  us 
get  right  into  the  very  depths  of  this  OPA  question. 
If  we  have  to  get  off  the  OPA  ceiling  prices,  let 
us  get  off  them  in  order  to  feed  the  men,  women 
and  children  who  need  nourishment  in  our  city, 
state  and  nation. 

Coun.  COFFEY — I  have  to  congratulate  the 
councilor,  Mr.  President,  for  introducing  this 
order.  When  OPA  went  out  of  existence,  within 
ten  days  there  was  plenty  of  meat  on  the  market 
throughout  the  entire  city.  For  about  a  month 
prices  were  high.  The  prices  started  to  drop. 
Steak  itself  dropped  10  cents  to  20  cents  a  pound. 
I  say  the  CPA  in  coming  to  power  and  setting  the 
ceiling  prices  overlooked  one  thing  that  is  of  vital 
importance  to  the  people  of  Massachusetts.  What 
they  should  have  done  was  stepped  in  and  seized 
as  much  meat  as  they  could  and  then  distributed 
it  throughout  the  entire  forty-eight  states.  As  we 
know  now,  half  a  dozen  stdtes  are  benefiting  by 
the  OPA  while  the  rest  of  the  states  are  going 
without  meat.  I  do  not  like  fish.  I  never  eat  it. 
If  I  eat  any  more  eggs  I  will  be  cackling.  Now  I 
find  there  is  a  shortage  of  beans,  something  I  can 
get  along  without.  I  think  the  OPA  should  step 
in  and  seize  the  cattle  and  make  sure  there  is  a 
fair  distribution  of  meat  to  the  entire  forty-eight 
states.  They  should  see  they  -are  given  meat 
enough  to  go  around.  If  we  can  get  meat  let  us 
get  some.  We  are  sick  of  chicken  and  turkey, 
although  we  are  lucky  to  be  able  to  get  that. 

Passed  under  suspension  of  the  rule. 


EASTERN   MASSACHUSETTS   BUS   ROUTE, 
PARK    SQUARE    TO    MATTAPAN    SQUARE. 

Coun.  MUCHNICK— Mr.  President,  I  had 
intended  to  speak  before  on  the  question  of  the 
Eastern  Massachusetts  petition  for  a  bus  license. 
In  view  of  the  fact  that  I  am  probably  affected 
more  than  anybody  else  in  this  Council,  the  route 
going  through  a  great  part  of  my  ward,  I  had 
intended  to  speak  but  at  that  time  was  foreclosed 
from  del, ate  by  a  motion  to  rotable.  It  seems  to 
me  that  this  matter  ought  to  be  taken  from  the 
table  so  thai  all  our  views  could  be  aired  now.  I 
move  we  take  the  matter  from  the  table  at  this 
time. 

President  KELLY — Councilor  Muchnick  moves 
the  matter  be  taken  from  the  table.  There  is  no 
debate.  The  question  is  on  taking  the  matter 
from  the  table. 


Coun.  COFFEY— Mr.  President. 

President  KELLY — For  what  purpose  does  the 
gentleman  rise? 

Coun.  COFFEY — A  point  of  information. 

President  KELLY— There  is  no  point  of  in- 
formation. 

Coun.  COFFEY— Mr.  President,  a  point  of 
order. 

President  KELLY — State  your  point  of  order. 

Coun.  COFFEY— The  statement  Councilor 
Kinsella  made,  he  asked  the  chairman  of  the  com- 
mittee if  he  would  hold  a  meeting  during  the  week. 
Is  that  request  of  his  still  in  effect? 

President  KELLY — I  do  not  know.  That  does 
not  vary  this  motion.  The  motion  is  to  take  it 
from  the  table  first.  I  do  not  know  what  they  have 
in  mind.    We  will  find  out  as  they  go  along. 

Coun.  KINSELLA — Mr.  President,  a  point  of 
order.  Would  it  vary  the  motion  if  on  supporting 
a  vote  to  take  from  the  table  the  stipulation  is 
made  that  a  hearing  shall  be  held  this  week?  That 
would  not  vary  the  motion. 

President  KELLY — The  first  motion  to  take 
from  the  table  must  stand  alone.  I  do  not  know 
what  you  have  in  mind  after  that. 

The  motion  to  take  from  the  table  carried. 
Councilor  Coffey  doubted  the  vote  and  asked  for 
a  roll  call.  A  sufficient  number  of  councilors  hav- 
ing supported  him  the  clerk  called  the  roll. 

Coun.  COFFEY— Mr.  President,  is  there  any 
way  of  delaying  the  roll  call  until  the  councilor 
who  made  the  objection  is  up  from  the  Mayor's 
office? 

President  KELLY — I  will  keep  ringing  the  bell. 

Coun.  COFFEY— They  will  not  hear  it  on  the 
second  floor.  In  the  future  we  should  have  our 
appointments  with  the  Mayor  before  the  meeting 
and  not  during  the  meeting. 

Coun.  BAYLEY— Mr.  President,  I  believe  there 
are  one  or  two  other  councilors  missing. 

President  KELLY — The  Chair  has  no  power  in 
that  regard. 

Coun.  KINSELLA— Mr.  President,  I  would  like 
to  observe  that  the  three  gentlemen  who  voted  for 
this  at  the  meeting  are  absent. 

President  KELLY — The  gentleman  is  out  of 
order.  A  roll  cail  is  in  order  and  the  clerk  will 
call  the  roll. 

The  clerk  called  the  roll  and  the  motion  to  take 
from  the  table  carried.    Yeas  11,  nays  5: 

Yeas — Councilors  Cook,  Hannon,  Hurley,  Kin- 
sella, Linehan,  Madden,  Moriarty,  Muchnick, 
Russo,  Scannell,  Sullivan. 

Nays — Councilors  Bayley,  Bryan,  Coffey,  Kee- 
nan,  McCormack. 

Present — Councilors  Carey,  Kelly. 

Coun.  KINSELLA— Mr.  President,  through 
you  I  would  like  to  ask  the  chairman  of  the  Com- 
mittee on  Licenses  if  he  will  now  designate  a  day 
and  date  this  week  prior  to  Monday  on  which  a 
hearing  will  be  held. 

President  KELLY — Will  you  answer  that? 

Coun.  SCANNELL— Yes,  Mr.  President. 

Coun.  RUSSO — Mr.  President,  a  point  of  order. 
Am  I  correct  in  stating  this  is  before  the  Body? 
It  is  not  in  the  committee  unless  a  motion  is  made 
to  send  it  to  the  committee. 

President  KELLY — I  do  not  know  what  is  in 
Councilor  Kinsella's  mind.  I  think  the  question 
is  on  the  passage  of  the  license.  I  think  he  has  in 
mind  referring  it  back  to  the  Committee  on 
Licenses. 

Coun.  KINSELLA — I  make  a  motion  it  be 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  Licenses  and  a 
hearing  be  held  this  week. 

Coun.  SCANNELL— Mr.  President,  there  will 
be  a  meeting  of  the  Committee  on  Licenses  Thurs- 
day morning  at  11  o'clock. 

Coun.  MUCHNICK— Mr.  President,  if  I  re- 
member correctly  the  clerk  at  the  beginning  of 
the  meeting  read  a  statement  that  the  petition  of 
the  Almeida  Bus  Line  was  going  to  be  heard 
shortly  before  the  Department  of  Public  Utilities. 

President  KELLY — I  am  informed  that  hearing 
will  be  October  10  before  the  Department  of  Public 
Utilities. 

Coun.  MUCHNICK— Mr.  President,  I  have  a 
feeling 

Coun.  COFFEY— Mr.  President,  a  point  of 
information.  May  I  ask  who  the  Almeida  Bus 
Line  is?    Is  this  the  order  before  us  now? 

Coun.  MUCHNICK — I  can  answerthe  question. 

President  KELLY — The  order  before  us  now  is 
on  the  Eastern  Massachusetts. 

Coun.  MUCHNICK -That  is  correct.  The 
Almeida  Bus  Line  for  which  the  permit  was 
granted  liere  several  weeks  ago  is  on  a  competing 


SEPTEMBER    23,     1946. 


452 


route  from  New  Bedford  to  Boston.  That  petition 
will  be  heard  on  October  10  before  the  Department 
of  Public  Utilities.  If  we  intend  to  act  favorably 
or  act  in  any  way  on  the  Eastern  Massachusetts 
petition  it  seems  to  me  we  ought  to  act  now.  If 
we  let  this  matter  delay  with  a  committee  hearing 
and  the  committee  hearings  sometimes  do  not 
take  place  when  scheduled,  this  matter  might 
drag  beyond  October  10.  If  it  does,  tc  me  at  least 
there  is  a  great  danger  that  the  petitioner  Almeida 
will  alone  be  heard  and  that  petition  granted. 
That  might  become  an  insurmountable  obstacle  to 
the  Eastern  Massachusetts  in  getting  their  petition 
granted.  If  we  are  going  to  do  anything  we  ought 
to  get  both  petitions  up  there  at  about  the  same 
time  so  that  the  Department  of  Public  Utilities 
can  make  a  choice  between  the  two  lines,  if  they 
intend  to  make  a  choice  or  deny  both  or  grant  both. 
It  does  not  seem  to  me  to  be  fair  to  give  one  com- 
pany a  head  start  over  another  by  some  dilatory 
tactics  that  could  very  well  be  avoided  here  if  the 
Almeida  petition  could  be  granted  on  the  same  day 
it  was  signed,  it  seems  to  me  this  petition  can  be 
granted  today,  sometime  after  it  is  filed.  If  a 
public  hearing  was  not  necessary  on  the  Almeida 
petition,  clearly  it  does  not  seem  to  be  necessary 
here.  I  speak  as  one  councilor  through  whose 
district  a  major  portion  of  the  line  will  run.  If  it 
were  not  necessary  a  couple  of  months  ago  for  a 
New  Bedford  outfit  it  should  not  be  necessary  for  a 
Boston  outfit.  I  am  going  to  vote  against  sending 
this  back  to  committee.  If  that  motion  is 
defeated  I  intend  to  ask  for  the  granting  of  the 
license  today. 

President  KELLY— The  Chair  will  state  for 
Councilor  Cantwell's  benefit  because  he  has  been 
out  of  the  Chamber,  we  are  now  voting  on  referring 
this  petition  of  the  Eastern  Massachusetts  Railway 
Company  to  the  Committee  on  Licenses.  The 
Council  voted  to  take  it  from  the  table.  The 
motion  before  the  Body  is  to  refer  this  matter  to 
the  Committee  on  Licenses. 

Coun.  COFFEY— Mr.  President,  sometimes  I 
sit  here  and  I  am  very  much  amused.  We  are 
talking  about  being  fair.  I  wonder  if  some  of  the 
councilors  can  go  back  to  the  Sutcliffe  racket  over 
at  the  airport  in  East  Boston.  A  few  of  us  got  up 
and  fought  tooth  and  nail  to  stop  just  one  outfit 
from  sending  through  a  petition  to  give  something 
to  the  Sutcliffe  people  who  were  not  qualified  at 
the  time,  who  did  not  have  a  limousine  or  bus  but 
only  had  a  storage  and  warehouse  company  in 
Boston.  How  some  of  the  councilors  fought  at 
that  time  to  get  the  outfit  through. 

Coun.  MUCHNICK— Mr.  President,  a  point 
of  order.  It  seems  to  me  that  the  subject  under 
discussion  right  now  is  the  Eastern  Massachusetts 
bus  line  from  Mattapan  square  to  Park  square. 

President  KELLY — I  think  the  councilor  has 
strayed  a  little  bit  but  he  is  leading  up  to  a  point. 
I  let  you  stray,  toe. 

Coun.  MUCHNICK— Mr.  President,  may  I 
ask  a  question? 

President  KELLY — I  think  he  is  leading  up  to 
the  matter  under  discussion.  I  am  going  to  ask 
the  councilor  to  confine  his  remarks. 

Coun.  COFFEY — Of  course  the  councilor  him- 
self wants  to  stray  and  does  not  want  anybody  else 
to  stray.  I  had  to  get  up  and  ask  you  for  a  point 
of  information  to  find  out  what  he  was  talking 
about.  All  he  was  talking  about  was  the  Almeida 
bus  line,  a  New  Bedford  outfit  that  came  into 
Boston  and  got  something  through  without  opposi- 
tion. Why  didn't  he  have  something  to  say  when 
the  Almeida  bus  line  came  through?  He  had  the 
opportunity  to  take  his  feet  and  discuss  it. 

Coun.  MUCHNICK— Mr.  President,  I  was. 
asked  a  question.  I  thought  maybe  the  gentleman 
wanted  an  answer. 

Coun.  COFFEY — I  did  not  ask  any  question. 

President  KELLY— Do  you  yield? 

Coun.  COFFEY— I  do  not.  I  did  not  ask  any 
question.  I  just  told  him  he  had  the  opportunity 
when  the  Almeida  bus  line  came  through  to  get 
up  and  object  to  be  for  or  against  it.  I  was  not 
present.  Nobody  can  say  I  would  ever  vote  for  a 
bus  line  since  I  have  been  in  here.  We  suffer  in 
East  Boston  with  buses.  I  have  been  consistent. 
If  it  came  through,  it  came  through  while  I  was  not 
present.  I  had  to  send  out  a  moment  ago  to  find 
out  what  date  it  went  through.  I  found  out  it 
was  July  22.  There  is  no  need  of  rushing  this 
through.  The  man  has  gone  back  on  his  word. 
Within  five  minutes  an  agreement  was  made  by 
the  gentleman  from  Charlestown  interested  in  this 
petition  that  it  be  sent  back  to  the  Committee  on 


Licenses  and  a  public  hearing  be  held  for  the  benefit 
of  the  gentleman  from  Ward  18  (Councilor  Cant- 
well).  Let  me  tell  you  gentlemen  this  is  serious. 
I  might  be  wrong.  I  contend  one  councilor  in  this 
Chamber  was  defeated  at  an  election  because  he 
did  not  favor  or  oppose  a  bus  line  in  his  district. 
I  contend  that  and  that  alone  defeated  him  for  re- 
election to  this  Body.  Of  course  it  is  important. 
How  do  we  know  what  streets  they  are  going  to 
use?  How  do  we  know  they  are  wide  enough  to 
use?  How  do  we  know  they  should  be  run  through 
certain  streets?  Why  shouldn't  a  public  hearing 
be  held  on  it?  All  eleven  of  the  gentlemen  are  as 
interested  as  the  one  gentleman  from  Ward  8  in 
finding  out  the  feeling  of  the  people  in  the  district. 
I  will  bet  at  that  public  hearing  if  he  gets  in  touch 
with  the  people  whose  streets  this  route  is  supposed 
to  go  over  that  this  place  will  be  mobbed  with 
opponents  of  the  bus  permit.  I  am  not  a  lawyer. 
If  I  were  I  would  take  a  different  view  of  these 
things.  Thank  God  all  attorneys  do  not  take  the 
same  views.  Some  of  them  are  regular  fellows, 
as  regular  as  can  be.  I  do  not  object  to  anything 
they  do.  That  is  their  business.  I  do  not  care 
what  they  do.  They  know  over  a  period  of  eight 
years  how  I  feel  about  things  here.  A  gentleman 
wants  to  rush  the  thing  through  when  it  is  prac- 
tically agreed  when  removed  from  the  table 
it  would  go  back  to  the  Committee  on  Licenses 
and  a  public  hearing  would  be  held  on  it.  For 
the  benefit  of  the  councilor  from  Ward  18  he  had 
better  noiify  the  people  in  his  district.  Then  he 
can  take  a  stand  accordingly.  If  a  majority  come 
up  from  the  street  and  say  they  do  not  want  the 
buses  for  any  reason  whatsoever  then  he  can  take 
a  stand.  I  think  he  would  take  a  stand  in  oppo- 
sition to  it.  As  I  said  before,  it  is  of  importance 
to  everybody  wherever  a  bus  route  goes.  I 
"  repeat,  one  councilor,  in  my  opinion,  was  defeated 
because  he  did  not  know  enough  to  take  a  stand 
for  or  against  a  bus  route.  There  was  a  petition 
with  800  names  in  favor  of  the  bus  route  and 
another  petition  with  250  names  opposing  it. 
The  councilor  stayed  in  the  middle.  He  said  he 
was  neutral.  If  he  took  the  minority  stand  he 
would  have  made  some  friends.  He  stayed 
neutral.  He  did  nothing  but  make  enemies.  Let 
this  go  back  to  the  Committee  on  Licenses.  Let 
a  public  hearing  be  held  if  there  is  any  opposition 
from  any  of  the  eleven  wards  where  this  route  is 
going  through.  Let  us  hear  what  the  people  have 
to  say. 

Another  thing,  there  is  no  need  of  rushing  it 
through  and  sending  it  to  the  Department  of 
Public  Utilities.  You  know  we  have  sent  them  up 
there  before  and  had  them  turn  it  down.  They 
can  turn  around  if  they  want  to  under  the 
emergency  powers  and  give  the  bus  route  to  Ihe 
Eastern  unit  without  coming  here.  They  have 
done  it  before.  There  are  buses  running  all  over 
the  City  of  Boston  without  permission  from  us. 
They  haven't  our  permission.  They  allow  them 
under  the  War  Emergency  powers.  They  got 
permission  from  the  Department  of  Public  Utili- 
ties. It  is  not  vitally  important  this  be  sent  up 
the  same  way  as  the  so-called  Almeida  bus  line 
which  is  supposed  to  have  a  hearing  on  October  10. 
Let  this  go  back  to  the  Committee  on  Licenses  for 
a  public  hearing  here. 

Coun.  KINSELLA — That  was  my  motion. 
Councilor  Scannell  announced  he  would  hold  a. 
meeting  on  Thursday  at  11  o'clock.  For  what  it 
is  worth  for  any  one  of  you  it  is  spoiled  now  for 
me.  If  you  want  a  public  declaration,  there  it  is. 
It  is  spoiled.  For  the  first  time  in  four  and  a  half 
years  in  this  Chamber  I  am  going  to  move  the 
previous  question  so  that  if  I  am  supported  there 
will  be  no  more  long-winded  debate  on  a  matter 
which  should  have  gone  through  like  that  (snap- 
ping fingers). 

Coun.  COFFEY— Mr.  President. 

President  KELLY — There  is  no  debate  on  the 
motion. 

Coun.  COFFEY— Mr.  President,  I  have  not 
heard  the  gentleman's  statement. 

(Councilor  Kinsella's  remarks  were  read  back.) 

Coun.  COFFEY — I  ask  unanimous  consent  to 
make  a  statement. 

President  KELLY — There  is  no  unanimous 
consent. 

Coun.  COFFEY— Mr.  President,  a  point  of 
order. 

President  KELLY — State  your  point  of  order. 

Com..  COFFEY— I  think  that  statement 
should  be  allowed  to  be  answered  or  struck  from 
the  record.     That  is  no  way  to  hit  and  run. 
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Presidenl  Kl :i  I.\  The  Chair  will  rule  that  a 
point  "i  order  is  not  in  order  at  the  present  time. 
You  can  make  the  motion  later  in  the  session  if 
j  on  wish. 

The  question  came  on  the  i>nn  ions  question  and 
t lie  motion  carried.  Councilor  Coffey  doubted  the 
vote  and  a  sufficient  number  of  councilors  having 
supported  him  the  clerk  called  the  roll.     Councilor 

B'i\  ley  changed  his  vote  from  present   to  no  at   the 

completion  of  the  roll  call.  Councilor  Bryan 
changed  his  vote  front  present  to  no  at  the  com- 
pletion of  the  roll  call. 

The  roll  was  called  and  the  motion  to  move  the 
previous  question  was  lost,  yeas  (5,  nays  7: 

Yeas — Councilors  Cook,  Kinsella,  Linehan, 
Madden,  Moriarty,  Muchnick, 

Nays — Councilors  Bayley,  Bryan,  Carey,  Chase, 
Coffey,  Keenan,  Russo. 

Present — Councilors  Cantwell,  Hannon,  Sullivan. 

The  question  came  on  referring  the  matter  to 
the  Committee  on  Licenses. 

Coun.  COFFEY— Mr.  President,  I  think  the 
statement  from  the  gentleman  from  Charlestown 
was  very  much  uncalled  for.  We  were  all  in  the 
same  boat.  If  I  can  get  a  buck  I  will  take  it.  I 
am  man  enough  to  admit  it.  I  tell  the  people  in 
my  district  that  I  will  take  it.  But  I  will  not  take 
it  from  a  working  man.  When  anybody  brings 
in  the  statement  it  is  spoils,  sure  it  is  spoils.  Of 
course  it  is  spoils.  We  were  spoils  enough  and 
fools  enough  to  pass  an  order  here  to  give  him  a 
job  with  the  Eastern  Massachusetts.  Now  we 
are  supposed  to  pass  everything  he  puts  in,  let  the 
buses  run  all  over  the  city  and  to  hell  with  the 
kids  and  the  people  of  Boston  as  long  as  he  is 
getting  a  week's  pay  out  of  it.  That  is  what  I  call 
spoils.  If  he  wants  to  continue  the  discussion  it 
is  O.  K.  with  me. 

Coun.  RUSSO — Mr.  President,  I  believe  that 
perhaps  it  was  my  vote  which  has  made  it  possible 
now  to  refer  this  back  to  the  committee.  I  have 
no  quarrel  with  any  of  the  councilors  for  or  against 
it.  It  has  always  been  my  contention  when  a 
councilor  whose  district  is  affected  has  any  reason- 
able objection,  he  ought  to  be  heard.  For  that 
reason  I  voted  in  order  to  send  it  back  to  the  com- 
mittee to  give  that  councilor  an  opportunity  to  get 
the  information  he  is  seeking  and  not  for  any  other 
purpose  whatsoever.  I  also  wish  to  bring  to  the 
attention  not  only  of  the  Committee  on  Licenses 
but  all  committees  that  we  should  be  fair  to  each 
other.  I  know  that  if  something  is  going  through 
my  ward  and  I  am  not  notified  about  it  I  am  going 
to  be  peeved  about  it.  I  am  the  person  who  has 
to  answer  to  the  people  when  I  come  before  them 
for  election.  I  have  to  give  them  the  answer. 
Each  one  of  us  is  placed  in  the  same  position  as  I 
am.  So  for  that  reason  alone  I  feel  it  ought  to  be 
sent  back  to  the  committee.  We  have  books 
which  tell  the  wards  and  precincts  of  every  street 
in  the  city  and  if  we  are  not  aware  of  the  section 
and  just  what  ward  is  affected  we  can  look  it  up 
and  find  out  and  see  that  the  councilor  is  informed. 
I  recommend  that  to  the  Committee  on  Licenses. 
We  have  different  ways  of  getting  in  touch  with 
the  proper  person  who  is  vitally  interested  so  tl  at 
he  will  know  something  about  it.  I  am  not  opposed 
to  the  Eastern  Massachusetts  Street  Railway 
having  this  bus  route.  But  when  I  see  someone  in 
whose  district  the  line  will  operate  I  feel  it  is  our 
duty  as  councilors  and  as  brother  members  to  give 
that  individual  the  information  he  seeks.  I  know 
if  it  affected  my  district  I  would  want  to  know  it. 
For  that  reason  and  that  reason  alone  I  have 
moved  that  we  send  it  back  to  the  committee.  It 
does  not  do  any  harm  even  though  it  has  to  wait 
another  week.  In  answer  to  one  of  the  coun- 
cilors, the  councilor  from  Ward  14  (Councilor 
Muchnick),  he  said  in  so  far  as  the  Almeida  bus 
line  is  concerned  there  was  no  opposition.  At  the 
time  I  voted  for  it  I  heard  no  one  in  opposition.  I 
took  it  for  granted  everyone  was  in  agreement  and 
agreed  to  it,  that  their  respective  wards  which  the 
bus  line  touched  were  agreeable  and  that  they 
consented  to  it.  When  we  have  the  councilor  from 
Ward  18  (Councilor  Cantwell)  objecting  to  it  and 
he  has  his  own  reasons  to  object,  I  feel  he  had 
ought  to  be  given  the  proper  opportunity  to  get 
the  information  he  seeks.  Later  on  if  he  is  asked 
by  the  people  he  represents  to  give  them  an 
explanation  he  can  be  on  the  right  side.  For  that 
reason  I  move, 'Mr.  President,  that  we  ought  to 
send  this  back  to  the  committee  and  a  hearing 
held. 

Coun.  CAREY — Mr.  President,  I  do  not  like 
putting  any  vote  of  mine  against  any  individual 
member  of  the  Council  with  whom  I  have  served 


a  year  or  two  or  six  years,  or  whatever  it  might  lie. 
However,  !  think  the  interests  of  the  people  of  the 
city  should  l>e  considered  in  the  matter  of  this 
particular  bus  line  which  runs  through  my  dis- 
trict. The  interest  and  welfare  of  the  people  of 
the  city  as  a  whole  transcends  any  interest  of  any 
individual  member  of  the  Council,  on  any  matter 
that  comes  before  us.  At  the  present  time  the 
City  of  Boston  is  supplying  millions  of  dollars  to 
reconstruct  streets.  One  of  the  avenues  on  which 
a  great  outlay  of  money  is  being  spent  and  over 
which  I  understand  this  bus  is  to  travel  is  involved 
here.  Time  and  time  again  on  the  floor  of  the 
Council  I  have  called  the  attention  of  the  members 
of  this  Body  to  the  traffic  congestion  created  by 
these  buses  that  come  in  here.  They  are  coming 
in  here  day  in  and  day  out.  At  this  moment  I  will 
again  ask  any  member  of  the  Council  to  come  with 
me  and  ride  around  Huntington  avenue  and  watch 
the  buses  that  ply  between  here  and  Worcester  and 
between  here  and  New  York.  There  is  no  traffic 
congestion  worse  than  that  brought  about  by  the 
drivers  of  those  buses.  There  is  an  ordinance  that 
requires  you  to  keep  to  the  right.  Why  those  bus 
drivers  seem  to  have  the  road  for  themselves. 
Night  after  night  you  see  them  driving  out  Hunt- 
ington avenue  two  abreast.  You  cannot  pass 
them.  I  cannot  pass  them.  They  speed  along 
and  come  to  the  stops.  They  do  not  pull  up  to 
the  curb.  That  would  get  them  out  of  line  and 
delay  them.  They  want  the  road  to  themselves. 
They  will  go  by  a  corner  with  children  on  it  from 
Roxbury-or  Dorchester  or  the  South  End.  The 
children  may  want  to  cross  the  street  but  they  do 
not  care  for  the  kids.  Get  the  people  out  to 
Framingham,  to  Worcester,  to  New  York  City 
and  other  places,  that  is  their  only  interest.  We 
have  before  us  now  and  we  will  discuss  it  later  on 
the  matter  of  spending  at  least  $5,000,000  of  the 
taxpayers'  money  to  relieve  traffic  congestion. 
That  is  the  sole  purpose  of  it.  I  do  not  think  any 
man  in  the  Council  is  in  possession  of  any  more 
information  regarding  it  than  I  am.  I  know  nothing 
about  it.  We  are  asked  to  vote  the  thing  through. 
If  it  is  going  to  be  a  good  thing  for  the  city  it  is 
not  going  to  aid  this  already  congested  city  traffic. 
If  the  lives  of  our  youngsters  are  not  going  to  be 
in  danger  I  will  vote  for  it.  But  I  would  like  to 
know  a  little  bit  about  it  ahead  of  time.  My  per- 
sonal feeling  is  we  already  have  too  many  buses 
running  through  the  streets.  The  taxpayers  are 
paying  the  bill,  the  property  owners  of  my  district. 
They  are  keeping  the  streets  in  condition,  and  yet 
I  am  supposed  to  pass  their  interests  aside  just 
to  be  a  good  fellow.  I  want,  to  be  a  good  fellow. 
I  like  to  be  a  good  fellow.  I  do  not  think  I  should 
be  penalized  in  anything.  I  have  in  mind  in  that 
respect  refusing  to  rush  through  a  matter  of  this 
kind.  I  hope  it  will  go  before  the  Committee  on 
Licenses. 

Coun.  KINSELLA — Mr.  President,  apparently 
the  ill-advised  attempts  of  a  friendly  councilor 
resulted  in  all  this  unnecessary  talk  for  the  last 
15  minutes;  climaxed  by  a  complete  misunder- 
standing on  the  part  of  Councilor  Coffey  as  to  the 
true  meaning  of  my  statements.  There  is  a  big 
difference  in  apologizing  and  explaining,  although 
if  you  choose  to  take  it  as  an  apology  that  is  a 
private  personal  choice.  If  you  recall  I  said,  and 
it  is  on  the  record,  that  this  thing  is  useless  to  me, 
take  it  for  what  it  is  worth.  That  is  an  expression 
we  all  use  more  or  less  freely.  It  is  comparable 
to  saying,  take  it  at  face  value.  There  was  no 
intention  or  hint  or  reference  or  inclination  to 
anything  venal  or  mercenary.  Yet  the  accusation 
is  made  and  something  is  said  about  making  a  buck. 
I  did  not  bring  that  in  nor  did  I  imply  or  hint  or 
insinuate  it  in  any  way.  I  used  an  expression 
common  in  everyday  use.  Take  it  for  what  it  is 
worth.  It  is  just  that  and  nothing  more.  Take 
it  at  face  value.  If  I  had  said  face  value  it  would 
take  a  lot  of  misconstruction  to  find  fault  with  that. 
It  is  just  an  idiomatic  phrase  that  is  by  way  of 
explanation  and  not  apology.  I  am  not  intimating 
anything.  I  said  only  that  under  normal  cir- 
cumstances the  thing  would  go  through  like 
that,  not  attacking  anybody's  integrity  or  probity 
or  anything  else,  individually  or  collectively.  Yet 
I  do  not  think  the  members  can  escape  the  con- 
viction in  their  souls  they  have  never  known  a 
time  they  have  been  here  before  when  such  a 
similar  matter  was  as  long  drawn  out  and  finally 
wound  up  as  a  personal  matter,  a  matter  of  per- 
sonal recrimination.  You  might  say  it  was  never 
intended  that  way.  I  tried  to  clarify  all  of  that 
when  I  was  addressing  myself  originally  to  Coun- 
cilor Cantwell.     I  am  the  one  who  wanted  it  to 
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go  back  to  the  committee.  Please  remember  that 
I  am  the  one  who  refused  the  suggestion  made  in 
the  presence  of  four  gentlemen,  two  of  whom  are 
now  present  that  one  of  their  number  act  as  chair- 
man, and  I  am  the  one  who  said  he  could  not. 
The  shaft  of  criticism  that  this  is  being  rushed 
through  does  not  apply  to  me.  No  one  can  say 
that.  I  would  not  countenance  the  suggestion 
made  to  me  20  minutes  ago  in  the  presence  of 
most  of  you  here  now  that  this  be  acted  on  today 
for  any  reason.  If  it  were,  I  was  going  to  absent 
myself  from  voting.  You  do  not  have  to  believe 
that.  Perhaps  you  will  not.  I  do  not  intend  to 
say  yes  or  no  on  the  granting  of  the  permit.  I  was 
going  to  declare  my  own  interest.  Yet  if  I  were 
running  for  president  I  would  be  entitled  to  vote 
for  myself.  You  never  heard  a  man  yet  say  I  am  a 
candidate  for  president  but  I  will  not  vote  for 
myself  because  of  interest.  I  intended  and  I 
intend  while  I  remain  here  for  the  next  16  months 
and  more,  I  suppose,  if  I  make  an  effort  to  come 
back,  I  intend  to  live  up  to  the  letter  and  spirit 
of  the  rules.  If  you  will  only  be  broadminded 
enough  to  understand,  not  one  of  you  but  all  of 
you  collectively,  there  are  three  considerations 
here  that  stand  out  and  that  I  insist  upon  being 
maintained  to  their  utmost  meaning  and  signifi- 
cance. First,  I  would  not  have  other  than  the 
vice-chairman  at  least  sit  at  the  meeting  to  render 
a  report.  Second,  I  would  ask  that  it  be  sent 
back  to  the  committee.  Third,  on  which  there  is 
no  record,  but  upon  which  you  may  take  my  word 
safely,  I  did  not  intend  to  vote  for  it  because  of 
interest.  Others  have  done  that  here  to  their 
entire  credit.  Certainly  I  am  as  creditable  in  this 
matter  as  they  were  in  those  matters.  As  for  the 
use  of  an  idiomatic  expression  such  as  take  it  for 
what  it  is  worth,  it  did  not  then  and  it  does  not  now 
nor  will  it  ever  in  the  future  when  I  use  it  be  any- 
thing but  a  speech  mannerism,  a  phrase  in  common 
use.  There  are  no  meanings,  hidden  or  open, 
overt  or  public.  That  is  all  I  have  to  say.  I  am 
satisfied  with  your  action.  I  must  tell  you  truly 
your  action  is  not  going  to  disturb  me.  And  you 
want  to  thank  the  fellow  who  misguidedly  caused 
a  good  deal  of  unnecessary  debate.  I  wonder 
how  many  of  you  believe  that.  I  do  thank  him 
because  of  this  little  feeling  that  has  perhaps  come 
up  here.  Is  it  asking  too  much  that  we  get  on  with 
the  public  business  of  the  city?  It  is  pretty  well 
established  there  will  be  a  meeting  next  Thursday 
at  which  everybody  will"  be  present,  as  many  as 
care  to  come.  You  will  find  no  flaw  and  no  fault 
with  it.     That  is  a  fair  request.     That  is  all. 

The  question  came  on  referring  the  matter  to  the 
Committee  on  Licenses.  The  motion  carried  and 
the  matter  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
Licenses. 


PUBLIC   WORKS   AND  STREET    COMMIS- 
SIONERS  COMMITTEE. 

Coun.  SULLIVAN  offered  the  following: 

Ordered,  That  the  President  of  the  Boston  City 
Council  be  authorized  to  appoint  a  special  com- 
mittee to  be  known  as  the  Public  Works  and 
Street  Commissioners  Committee,  said  committee 
to  consist  of  five  members  of  the  Boston  City 
Council. 

Coun.  SULLIVAN— Mr.  President,  the  hour  is 
Jate.  I  am  going  to  ask  the  Chair  to  refer  this  to 
the  Committee  on  Rules. 

Referred  to  the  Committee  on  Rules. 


MOTION   TO   RECESS. 

Coun.  BAYLEY— The  hour  is  getting  late.  We 
have  had  several  distinguished  gentlemen  waiting 
since  3  o'clock.  In  order  to  hear  them  before  it 
is  too  late,  I  move  we  now  go  into  Executive  Session. 

President  KELLY — Councilor  Bayley  moves  a 
recess  for  the  purpose  of  going  into  Executive 
Session. 

Coun.  HANNON— Mr.  President,  I  think  we 
have  sat  here  very  patiently  and  listened  to  those 
gentlemen  who  filed  their  orders.  It  is  the  business 
of  the  City  Council  to  file  orders.  There  are  many 
more  who  have  orders  to  file.  Regardless  of  the 
eminence  of  the  gentlemen  waiting,  the  City 
Councilors  should  be  preeminent  as  far  as  the 
Council  business  is  concerned.  I  do  not  think  we 
should  take  any  recess  until  we  finish  the  presen- 
tation of  our  orders  here  in  our  daily  routine 
business. 


Coun.  LINEHAN — Mr.  President,  I  have  an 
order  here  which  I  am  going  to  file  requesting  ten 
million  dollars  be  appropriated  for  veterans'  hous- 
ing.    Therefore,  I  hope  we  do  not  have  any  recess. 

Coun.  BAYLEY — Mr.  President,  we  have  pend- 
ing before  the  City  Council  the  matter  of  five 
million  dollars  off-street  parking,  which  to  my  mind 
is  of  the  utmost  importance.  It  is  one  of  the  most 
important  matters  before  the  City  Council. 

Coun.  KEENAN— Mr.  President,  I  think  the 
councilor  is  out  of  order.  The  President  should 
proceed  and  ask  for  the  calling  of  orders  presented 
by  the  various  councilors. 

President  KELLY — The  gentleman  has  made  a 
motion  and  is  speaking  on  the  motion.  It  is  ruled 
he  is  in  order. 

Coun.  BAYLEY — Mr.  President,  I  realize  we 
cannot  act  on  that  order  until  tomorrow.  On  the 
other  hand,  some  councilors  asked  for  more  in- 
formation before  we  give  that  loan  a  second  reading. 
I  am  among  them.  I  want  to  find  out  from  the 
Planning  Bi_ard  and  the  Real  Estate  Commis- 
sioner the  plans  for  the  locations  of  these  parking 
places.  I  want  more  information  so  I  can  vote 
tomorrow.  I  understand  they  are  outside.  It  is 
an  important  matter.  It  brooks  no  delay.  We 
have  invited  these  gentlemen  as  our  guest*  at  the 
three  o'clock  meeting.  We  should  proceed  without 
further  delay  to  hear  them  and  get  the  information. 
The  future  of  the  City  of  Boston  depends  perhaps 
on  this.     I  hope  the  motion  is  carried. 

Coun.  SCANNELL — Mr.  President,  there  are 
men  who  have  been  invited  here  who  are  on  the 
public  pay  rolls  of  the  City  of  Boston.  I  might 
say  this.  We  spend  twelve  and  a  half  hours  in 
these  councils  and  seven  or  eight  hours  a  day. 
Some  of  these  department  heads  spend  three  or 
four.  I  think  they  can  wait  until  tomorrow,  too, 
until  this  matter  is  thrashed  out.  This  matter  is 
up  before  the  City  Council  tomorrow.  We  can 
excuse  those  men.  This  is  a  meeting  which  is  a 
regular  meeting  for  the  regular  business  of  this 
Body. 

Coun.  BAYLEY— Mr.  President,  will  the  dis- 
tinguished councilor  yield  for  a  question? 

Coun.  SCANNELL— Yes,  I  will  yield. 

Coun.  BAYLEY — I  understand  four  of  the  five 
gentlemen  are  in  private  employment,  members 
of  the  Board  of  Re?l  Estate  Commissioners.  They 
are  not  public  employees.    Is  that  so? 

Coun.  SCANNELL— I  do  not  know. 

Coun.  BAYLEY — You  said  they  were  depart- 
ment heads.    Do  you  know? 

Coun.  SCANNELL— I  do  not  know.  I  know 
you  said  the  Board  of  Real  Estate  Commissioners 
were  out  there,  vitally  interested  in  the  five  million 
dollars  to  spend,  taxpayers'  money. 

Coun.  BAYLEY — Do  you  know  the  member- 
ship of  the  Board? 

Coun.  SCANNELL— I  would  be  glad  to  let  you 
know  it. 

Coun.  COOK— Mr.  President. 

Coun.  SCANNELL — I  think  we  have  matters 
of  importance  here,  Mr.  President.  We  have  the 
matter  of  veterans'  housing.  My  colleague  from 
South  Boston  is  going  to  present  an  order  for  ten 
million  dollars  for  veterans'  housing.  I  think  that 
is  much  more  important  to  the  people  of  this  city 
than  having  men  who  do  not  know  anything  about 
the  five  million  dollars  they  are  going  to  spend.  I 
think  we  know  at  least  through  the  efforts  of  Coun- 
cilor Linehan  that  the  City  of  Boston  can  spend 
ten  million  dollars  on  veterans'  housing.  We  do 
not  know  anything  about  this  five  million  dollars. 
If  you  stay  there  from  now  until  tomorrow  morn- 
ing you  would  not  know  anything  about  it.  It  took 
■us  twelve  hours  of  debate  to  find  out  nothing 
about  it. 

Coun.  KINSELLA — Mr.  President,  a  point  of 
information.  Has  it  been  established  definitely 
we  are  going  to  meet  tomorrow? 

President  KELLY — The  Body  has  not  decided 
yet  on  that. 

Coun.  KINSELLA — Another  point  of  informa- 
tion. I  would  like  to  ask  the  clerk  through  you 
if  we  have  the  right  legally  to  hold  any  action  in 
abeyance  until  the  60-day  period  has  expired? 

President  KELLY — I  am  informed  pfter  to- 
morrow this  Council  Body  can  take  pction  up  to 
the  60-day  period. 

Coun.  KINSELLA— The  second  reading? 

President  KELLY — On  the  second  reading. 

Coun.  KINSELLA— I  see.    Thank  you. 

The  question  came  on  taking  a  recess  and  the 
motion  did  not  carry. 

Coun.  SCANNELL — Mr.  President,  I  move  that 
we   excuse   the   gentlemen   who   are   waiting,    the 
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Board  of  Krai  Estate  Commissioners  and  the 
Planning  Board,  until  tomorrow  morning,  and 
until  the  President  establishes  a  time  to  come  here 
on  the  five  million  dollar  off-street  parking. 

President  KK1.LY — Councilor  Seannell  moves 
the  gentlemen  in  the  Executive  be  excused  until  a 
later  date. 

The  question  came  on  the  motion  to  excuse  the 
gentlemen  who  had  convened  for  the  Executive 
Session.  The  motion  was  defeated.  Councilor 
Bayley  doubted  the  vote  and  asked  for  a  roll  call. 
A  sufficient  number  of  councilors  having  supported 
him  the  clerk  called  the  roll. 

Coun.  BAYLEY— Mr.  President,  may  I  speak 
on  the  motion  or  not?     No?    All  right. 

The  motion  was  lost,  yeas  5,  nays,  11: 

Yeas — Councilors  Carey,  Hannon,  Keenan, 
Linehan,  Scannell. 

Nays — Councilors  Bayley,  Bryan,  Chase,  Coffey, 
Cook[  Kelly,  Kinsella,  Madden,  McCormack, 
Moriarty,  Russo. 


Coun.  MORIARTY  in  the  chair. 


APPROPRIATION     FOR     VETERANS' 
HOUSING. 

Coun.  LINEHAN  offered  the  following: 

Ordered,  That  the  sum  of  ten  million  dollars  be, 
and  hereby  is,  appropriated,  under  the  provisions 
of  chapter  372  of  the  Acts  of  1946,  to  be  expended 
under  the  direction  of  the  Boston  Housing  Author- 
ity and  the  City  Auditor  of  the  City  of  Boston, 
for  one  and  two  family  housing  developments 
providing  shelter  for  veterans  and  their  families, 
and  that  to  meet  said  expenses  the  City  Treasurer 
be  authorized  to  issue,  from  time  to  time,  upon 
request  of  the  Mayor,  bonds  or  certificates  of  the 
City  of  Boston  to  said  amount. 

Coun.  LINEHAN— Mr.  President,  I  am  just 
going  to  say  a  few  words.  I  wish  all  of  the  coun- 
cilors could  see  this  cartoon  here.  It  typifies  a 
veteran  coming  home  with  a  gun,  his  head  kind  of 
hanging.  Alongside  of  it  there  shows  a  lot  of 
hands  up  like  this  [indicating].  And  a  sign  saying 
"No  Vacancies."  There  must  be  a  dozen  hands 
there.  It  says,  "Welcome  home,  Joe,  if  you  can 
find  one."  Let  us  hope  this  ten  million  dollars,  if 
it  is  finally  appropriated,  will  give  them  a  real 
welcome  in  the  form  of  housing  for  veterans  and 
their  families. 

Referred  to  the  Committee  on  Finance. 


ABOLITION   OF   O.   P.   A. 

Coun.  KEENAN  offered  the  following: 
Resolved,  That  the  President  of  the  United 
States  be,  and  hereby  is,  requested  to  immediately 
abolish  the  O.  P.  A.  which  has  outlived  its  useful- 
ness and  which  is  a  hindrance  to  the  normal  return 
of  business. 

Referred  to  the  Committee  on  Rules. 


EXTENDING  MORTON  STREET  BUS  LINE. 

Coun.  KEENAN  offered  the  following: 

Ordered,  That  his  Honor  the  Mayor  be  requested 
to  take  up  with  the  Boston  Elevated  Trustees  the 
matter  of  extending  the  route  of  the  Morton  street 
bus  line  from  Ashmont  Station  along  Washington 
street  to  Morton  street  into  Gallivan  Boulevard 
and  back  Washington  street  to  the  station. 

Passed  under  suspension  of  the  rule. 

Coun.  KINSELLA— Will  the  clerk  read  that 
again,  Mr.  President?      (The  clerk  read  the  order.) 


FURTHER  REPORTS  OF  COMMITTEE  ON 
LICENSES. 

Coun.  SCANNELL,  for  the  Committee  on 
l,i< ,  „,,.,. ,     nl, mil  led   I  he  follow  ing: 

Report  on  petition  of  A.  DiMascio,  referred  this 

date,    for   driveway   opening   at   209-215   Boston 

tree!  —recommending  that  the  license  be  granted. 

Report  accepted  and  said  license  granted. 


TRAFFIC    LIGHTS. 

Coun.  McCORMACK  and  CANTWELL  offered 
the  following: 

Ordered,  That  the  Board  of  Traffic  Commis- 
sioners be  requested,  through  his  Honor  the  Mayor, 
to  install  traffic  lights  at  the  junction  of  Hyde  Park 
avenue  and  Neponset  avenue. 

Passed  under  suspension  of  the  rule. 


GREEN    STREET    LIGHTING    CONDITION. 

Coun.  McCORMACK  and  MORIARTY  offered 

the  following: 

Ordered,  That  the  Traffic  Department  be  in- 
structed, through  his  Honor  the  Mayor,  to  imme- 
diately improve  lighting  conditions  on  Green  street, 
from  Washington  street  to  Centre  street. 

Passed  under  suspension  of  the  rule. 


STREET   IMPROVEMENTS. 

Coun.  CANTWELL  offered  the  following: 

1.  Ordered,  That  the  Board  of  Street  Com- 
missioners be  requested,  through  his  Honor  the 
Mayor,  to  accept  and  lay  out  as  a  public  way, 
Ashville  path,  Ward  18. 

2.  Ordered,  That  the  Board  of  Street  Com- 
missioners be  requested,  through  his  Honor  the 
Mayor,  to  accept,  lay  out  and  construct  as  a  public 
highway,  Lodge  Hill  road,  Ward  18. 

3.  Ordered,  That  the  Board  of  Street  Com- 
missioners be  requested,  through  his  Honor  the 
Mayor,  to  accept,  lay  out  and  construct  as  a  public 
highway,  Crown  street,  Ward  18.^ 

Severally  passed  under  suspension  of  the  rule. 


FIVE-DAY  WEEK  FOR  CITY  EMPLOYEES. 

Coun.  HANNON  offered  the  following: 

Ordered,  That  his  Honor  the  Mayor  be  requested 
to  direct  that  a  five-day  week  be  granted  all  City 
of  Boston  employees. 

Coun.  HANNON — Mr.  President,  practically 
every  business  nowadays  is  functioning  on  a  5-day 
week  schedule,  For  the  summer  months  the  city, 
through  the  graciousness  of  his  Honor  the  Mayor, 
likewise  operated  on  a  5-day  week  schedule.  I  do 
not  think  the  public  suffered  in  any  way.  It  was 
always  the  custom  to  have  a  skeleton  force  in 
every  office.  I  think  this  might  well  be  main- 
tained through  the  winter,  through  the  entire  year. 
The  State  House  is  closed  on  Saturdays  throughout 
the  entire  year.  The  banks  are  closed  up  to  the 
end  of  September.  I  think  that  the  city  should 
adopt  a  5-day  week. 

Coun.  KINSELLA— Mr.  President,  I  would  like 
to  ask  the  councilor  a  question  through  the  Chair. 

Chairman  MORIARTY— Will  the  gentleman 
state  his  question? 

Coun.  KINSELLA — Councilor  Hannon,  is  there 
or  is  there  not  a  chartered  provision  in  the  City 
Hall  that  it  must  be  opened  on  Saturday? 

Coun.  HANNON — Certain  departments  of  the 
city  and  not  the  City  Hall.  I  think  certain  depart- 
ments must  be  open. 

Coun.  KINSELLA — A  point  of  information. 
Councilor  Hannon,  do  you  believe  an  ordinance  is 
necessary  in  order  to  effect  the  5-day  week  in 
Boston  in  municipal  matters? 

Coun.  HANNON— I  do  not  think  so.  The 
purpose  of  this  order  is  merely  to  permit  the  oper- 
ation of  skeleton  forces  in  those  departments  that 
must  be  kept  open,  such  as  the  Registry  of  Deaths 
and  Births,  the  City  Clerk's  office  and  the  Treas- 
urer's office,  which  must  be  open. 

Coun.  KINSELLA — Well,  councilor,  do  you 
mean  to  continue  the  summertime  system? 

Coun.  HANNON— That  is  right. 

Coun.  KINSELLA— Throughout  the  year? 

Coun.  HANNON— Exactly. 

Coun.  KINSELLA — Would  it  serve  a  better 
purpose  to  try  to  close  the  City  Hall  entirely  on 
Saturday?  It  would  mean  something  to  hundreds 
of  people. 

Coun.  HANNON— I  think  that  will  take  an 
act  of  the  Legislature. 

Coun.  KINSELLA— Well,  Mr.  Chairman,  I 
knew  it  was  by  legislative  act.  Will  the  clerk 
clarify  that  for  us? 

Chairman  MORIARTY— The  5-day  week  in 
which  the  City  Hall  is  closed  for  two  days  requires 
a  legislative  act. 
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Coun.  KINSELLA— Mr.  Chairman,  a  point  of 
information.  I  think  I  always  understood  that. 
I  would  like  the  clerk  to  tell  us  whether  or  not  the 
legal  requirement  of  keeping  the  City  Hall  open 
Saturday  is  contained  in  any  part  of  the  charter? 

Chairman  MORIARTY — I  am  given  to  under- 
stand there  is  no  reference  in  the  City  Charter  to 
the  closing  of  the  City  Hall.  However,  it  requires 
a  positive  act  of  the  Legislature  to  close  it. 

Passed  under  suspension  of  the  rules. 


COLUMBIA  ROAD  MUNICIPAL  BUILDING 
GYMNASIUM. 

Coun.  HANNON  offered  the  following: 
Ordered,  That  his  Honor  the  Mayor  be  requested 
to  direct  the  Commissioner  of  Public  Buildings  to 
make  the  necessary  repairs  and  renovations  to  the 
gymnasium  in  the  Columbia  Road  Municipal 
Building. 

Passed  under  suspension  of  the  rule. 


OLD   AND    NEW   BOSTON   PENSION 

SYSTEMS. 

Coun.  HANNON  offered  the  following: 
Ordered,  That  the  trustees  of  the  City  of  Boston 
Retirement  Fund  make  provision  that  every  de- 
partment in  the  city  be  instructed,  between  now 
and  November  15,  relative  to  the  comparative 
values  of  the  old  and  new  pension  systems  as 
pertains  to  the  individual  member. 

Coun.  HANNON — Mr.  Chairman,  recently  we 
adopted  a  legislative  act  which  permitted  employees 
of  the  City  of  Boston  to  become  members  of  the 
State  Retirement  System.  I  find  many  city  em- 
ployees are  confused  as  to  the  comparative  value 
of  these  two  systems.  Every  employee  eventually 
will  receive  a  pamphlet  which  is  supposed  to  make 
a  comparison.  I  think  you  would  have  to  be  a 
Philadelphia  lawyer  to  really  determine  in  the 
individual  case  which  system  is  better  tor  a  person 
to  adopt. 

"On   October   1,    1946,  all   employees   of   the 
City  of  Boston  and   of  the  County  of  Suffolk 
whose  salaries  are  paid  by  the  City  of  Boston, 
become  members  of  the  new  retirement  system 
established  by  chapter  658  of  the  Acts  of    1945. 
It  makes  no  difference  whether  you  are  a  member 
of  the  Boston  Retirement  System,  or  have  other 
pension  rights  as  a  school  teacher,  a  fireman,  a 
policeman,  a  veteran  or  otherwise,  those  rights 
will  be  extinguished  and  replaced  by  the  pension 
rights  of  the  new  system  unless  between  October 
1  and  December  30,  1946,  you  deliver  or  mail  to 
the  Boston  Retirement  Board,  Room  65,   City 
Hall,  a  notice  on  an  official  form  that  you  elect 
not  to  remain  a  member  of  the  new  system.     The 
official  forms  may  be  obtained  after  October  1 
at  the  Retirement  office  or  Annuity  Department 
office.     No  change  will  be  made  in  the  present 
practice    concerning   deductions    or   non-deduc- 
tions   from    salaries    between    October    1    and 
December  31,  1946.     All  persons  whose  employ- 
ment begins  after  September  30,   1946,  becomes 
members  of  the  new  system." 
In  other  words,  Mr.  President,  every  city  employee 
is   going    to   be   dumped   into   a   new   retirement 
system,  a  system  which  we  are  told  casually  will 
be  beneficial  to  most  of  the  city  employees.     No- 
body   really    knows.     I    have    made   inquiries    of 
many  people  and  people  have  made  inquiries  of  me. 
I  have  about  as  much  information  as  those  from 
whom   I   sought  information.     Nobody   seems   to 
know  anything.     I  think  this  is  a  personal  problem 
between  each  employee  of  the  city  and  the  retire- 
ment system  whether  it  be  the  city  or  the  state. 
The  answer  to  this  of  course  is  in  dollars  and  cents. 
Some  employees  of  the  city  have  over  $2,000  in  the 
retirement   fund    in    the    City    of    Boston.     They 
would  like  to  know  what  is  going  to  become  of 
that  money.     Is  it  going  to  be  transferred  along 
with  them:     There  are  other  men  who  would  like 
to  know  what  money  they  would  get  if  they  were 
retired  next  month  under  the  city  system,  or  next 
month   under  the  state  system.     1'hose  are  per- 
sonal problems.     After  all,  the   question  of  retire- 
ment and  the  question  of  pensions  is  a  matter  of 
dollars  and  cents.     I  think  that  between  now  and 
December   30   every   employee   of   the   city   must 
signify  on  an  official  form  that  he  does  not  want  to 
go   into   the  system.     Some   member   of   the   city 


government,  either  a  department  head  or  an  indi- 
vidual in  the  department  or  some  member  of  the 
Boston  Retirement  System  should  set  aside  a  day 
and  go  before  each  department  of  the  City  of 
Boston  and  answer  the  various  questions  for  the 
employees.  Take  a  laborer  on  the  street.  How 
does  he  know  how  much  he  is  going  to  benefit  by 
the  transfer?  How  does  he  know  but  he  is  going 
to  lose  by  changing  from  one  system  to  the  other? 
How  about  the  police  and  firemen?  And  those 
who  are  non-contributory  who  must  go  into  the 
system?  This  is  a  matter  that  is  vital  to  every 
employee  of  the  City  of  Boston.  They  are  going 
to  come  to  the  Council  and  ask  the  councilors 
where  they,  should  stand,  whether  or  not  they 
should  change  over.  There  ought  to  be  some 
bureau  set  up  in  the  City  Hall  or  some  means  of 
communication  established  so  that  at  least  those 
in  the  lower  salary  range  in  city  employment  would 
be  advised  honestly  and  rightly  whether  or  not 
they  should  make  the  transfer.  I  say  the  answer 
lies  in  the  dollars  and  cents  that  these  people  are 
going  to  be  paid  when  they  get  through.  One 
person  told  me  that  under  the  State  Retirement 
System  you  do  not  get  the  same  disability  pension 
that  you  get  under  their  system.  That  is  some- 
thing to  be  considered  if  that  is  true.  There  are 
many  problems,  so  many  that  no  one  person  could 
answer  them.  In  fairness  to  every  city  employee, 
I  think  that  instead  of  depending  upon  their 
reading  and  interpretation  and  absorption  of  the 
facts  contained  in  this  little  pamphlet,  each  depart- 
ment head  should  be  instructed  in  the  values  of 
the  retirement  systems  or  else  an  expert  from  our 
Retirement  Board  should  be  sent  before  each 
department  to  instruct  the  various  employees  as 
to  the  whys  and  wherefores  of  the  respective  values 
of  each  system.  I  have  asked  in  the  order  that 
this  be  done  between  now  and  November  15. 
That  will  allow  four  or  five  more  weeks  for  people 
to  give  consideration  to  the  facts  presented  to 
them  by  whoe'ver  interprets  the  merits  of  the  two 
systems  to  the  individual  employee.  I  think  in 
all  sincerity  and  in  all  honesty  to  the  employees 
who  have  worked  faithfully  and  hard  for  the  city 
for  years  this  action  should  be  taken. 
Passed  under  suspension  of  the  rule. 


HUMPHREYS   SCHOOL   SITE. 

Coun.  HANNON  and  LINEHAN  offered  the 
following: 

Ordered,  That  his  Honor  the  Mayor  direct  the 
Boston  School  Committee  that  a  park  and  mothers' 
rest  be  constructed  on  the  site  of  the  destroyed 
Humphreys  School  on  Sumner  street,  Dorchester, 
or  said  land  be  turned  over  to  the  Park  Department 
for  such  a  purpose. 

Coun.  HANNON — Mr.  President,  out  in  the 
district  which  is  my  district,  adjoining  the  district 
of  the  gentleman  from  Ward  7  (Councilor  Linehan), 
there  formerly  was  a  schoolhouse,  the  Richard  C. 
Humphreys  School,  which  unfortunately  was 
destroyed  by  fire  last  year.  Since  then  building 
wreckers  removed  the  school  and  left  a  lot  of  land 
there  which  is  very  unsightly.  Seldom  indeed  is  it 
that  building  wreckers  leave  property  in  any 
sightly  manner  anyway.  Adjoining  this  particular 
piece  of  property  is  a  group  of  swings  and  other 
material  for  recreation  which  the  youngsters  in 
the  neighborhood  used  1o  use.  Since  the  school  is 
down  1  do  not  imagine  that  these  swings  will  any 
longer  be  used  unless  the  School  Committee  takes 
it  upon  itself  to  establish  here  a  park  or  unless  the 
Board  of  Recreation  establishes  a  park  or  unless 
this  land  is  turned  over  to  the  Park  Department 
and  a  park  is  built.  We  had  a  nice  school  there 
once  with  the  swings.  We  are  sorry  to  lose  it. 
We  still  have  all  the  couplings  on  which  the  swings 
used  to  hang.  We  would  like  to  use  them  in  the 
future.  Instead  of  leaving  this  a  bleak,  desolate 
old  hole,  I  hope  some  ways  and  means  will  be  found 
by  this  order  either  through  the  School  Committee 
or  Park  Department  to  go  on  using  these  recrea- 
tional facilities  for  the  children,  establishing  there  a 
park  with  a  few  benches  for  the  tired  mothers  to 
sit  down  and  rest. 

Passed  under  suspension  of  the  rule. 

Coun.  BRYAN,  for  the  Committee  on  Con- 
stables and  Confirmations,  submitted  the  following: 

1.  Report  on  appointment  of  Edward  J. 
Fogarty  to  the  position  of  Weigher  of  Coal  (re- 
ferred September  9) — recommending  that  the 
appointment  be  confirmed. 
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2.  Report  on  i  lie  appointment  of  Joseph  B. 
Potter,  Newton  At  wood  and  Samuel  Bloch  to  be 
Weighers  of  Goods  (referred  August  20) — recom- 
mending that  the  appointments  be  confirmed. 

Tin-  reports  were  accepted,  and  the  question 
came  on  confirmation.  Committee,  Councilors 
ftusso  and  Hannon,  and  the  appointments  were 
confirmed,  yeas  13,  nays  3. 


RECESS. 

President  KELLY  declared  a  recess  at  5.45 
p.  m.  for  the  purpose  of  going  into  Executive 
Session,  subject  to  the  call  of  the  Chair. 

The  members  reassembled  and  were  called  to 
order  by  President  Kelly  at  7  p.  m. 


REPORT     OF      EXECUTIVE     COMMITTEE. 

Coun.  McCORMACK,  for  the  Executive  Com- 
mittee submitted  the  following: 

1.  Report  on  order  (referred  this  date)  on  lease 
of  land  in  East  Boston  to  the  Federal  Government 
— recommending  that  the  order  ought  to  pass. 

The  report  was  accepted  and  the  question  came 
on  the  passage  of  the  order.  The  clerk  called  the 
roll.  Whole  number  of  ballots  15;  yeas  15,  and 
the  order  passed. 

2.  Report  on  message  of  the  Mayor  and  order 
(referred  this  date)  transferring  $1,300  from  the 
Public  Welfare  Department,  Central  Office,  to  the 
Public  Welfare  Department,  Wayfarer's  Lodge — 
recommending  that  the  order  ought  to  pass. 

The  report  was  accepted  and  the  question  came 
on  the  passage  of  the  order.  The  clerk  called  the 
roll.  Whole  number  of  ballots  15+  yeas  15,  and 
the  order  passed. 

3.  Report  on  the  message  of  the  Mayor  and 
order  (referred  this  date)  for  the  increase  in  pen- 
sions to  pensioners  who  retired  before  October  1, 
increasing  the  pensions  of  those  getting  less  than 
$720  a  year  to  an  amount  not  to  exceed  $720  a 
year — recommending  that  the  order  ought  to  pass. 

Report  accepted.  The  question  came  on  the 
passage  of  the  order. 

Coun.  COOK — Mr.  President,  on  this  order  of 
the  Mayor  establishing  the  maximum  of  $720,  the 
act  allowed  us  to  establish  a  maximum  of  $1,000. 
1  am  sorry  that  the  Mayor  saw  fit  to  wait  until 
the  commission  could  resolve  any  doubts  that 
might  exist  at  the  present  time  as  to  the  advisa- 
bility of  allowing  the  maximum  of  $1,000.  I 
have  been  called  by  some  school  teachers.  I  think 
their  cause  is  just.  I  think  the  city  could  have 
established  this  increase  so  that  those  who  aren't 
getting  over  $000  could  get  a  20  per  cent  increase. 
$720  a  year  as  a  pension  for  loyal  service  over 
many  years  is  very  small.  It  seems  to  me  that 
the  Mayor  could  have  allowed  the  full  benefit 
of  the  act  to  those  who  now  receive  an  amount 
which  should  have  been  over  $720  if  the  increase 
had  been  given.  There  is  nothing  that  the  Council 
can  do  about  this  now  because  if  we  do  not  accept 
the  order  those  who  are  increased  up  to  $720 
will  not  enjoy  that  benefit  if  we  do  not  pass  the 
order.  I  would  like  to  put  myself  on  record. 
It  seems  to  me  that  the  City  Council  and  the 
Mayor  can  increase  the  expenditures  we  are 
making  without  waiting  for  any  public  hearing 
and  resolve  doubts  by  a  legislative  commission 
which  could  increase  20  per  cent  to  those  people 
and  raise  this  up  to  $1,000  in  those  cases  where 
it  would  have  so  resulted. 

Coun.  SULLIVAN — Mr.  President,  just  a  point 
of  information  I  would  like  to  give  the  councilor 
from  Ward  12  (Councilor  Cook).  The  question 
he  raises  is  a  very  good  one.  Apparently  the 
Mayor  changes  this  to  not  to  exceed  $720.  There 
is  no  need  of  us  rushing  this  particular  order 
through.  I  believe  this  is  the  order  Councilor 
Hannon  moved  some  weeks  ago  and  we  accepted 
it.  I  do  not  believe  there  is  any  time  limit  on 
this  particular  order.  I  know  and  I  think  you  all 
know  about  it  because  you  have  had  dealings  with 
old  age  cases.  People  are  becoming  citizens  only 
in  the  last  five  or  six  years  in  this  country  who  have 
lived  here  a  good  many  years.  They  have  become 
citizens  for  the  sole  purpose  of  obtaining  old  age 
assistance.  This  bill  here  is  to  give  those  who  have 
given  the  city  years  of  faithful  service  a  little  more 
money  in  their  pensions.  You  know  as  well  as  I 
do  people   who  have  become  citizens  in   the  last 


five  or  ten  years  to  obtain  this  are  getting,  some  of 
them,  but  not,  all  of  them,  well  over  the  $720  a 
year  that  is  stipulated  in  this  particular  bill.  I 
think  that  the  Chair  ought  to  refer  this  back  to 
some  committee  so  that  they  may  confer  with  the 
Mayor  relative  to  increasing  this  to  what  it  origi- 
nally called  for,  $1,000. 

President  KELLY — Do  you  make  that  a 
motion,  councilor? 

^  Coun.  SULLIVAN— I  will  leave  that  to  the 
Chair  to  assign  it  to  some  committee. 

Coun.  KINSELLA — Mr.  President,  as  I  under- 
stand this,  a  person  with  the  present  base  plus 
20  per  cent  cannot  in  any  case  exceed  $1,000.  So 
that  a  person  now  getting  $933.33  as  some  of  them 
are,  some  firemen,  could  not  get  only  a  matter  of 
$66.67  which  would  be  short  considerably  of  the 
20  per  cent.  I  want  to  raise  a  highly  technical 
point.  I  am  going  to  ask  the  clerk  to  answer  it 
for  us.  In  view  of  the  fact  that  this  is  a  legis- 
lative ^  act  has  the  Mayor  or  anyone  else  the 
authority  to  stop  short  of  the  maximum  provision 
of  the  benefits  in  the  act? 

President  KELLY — I  am  informed,  councilor, 
in  this  case  the  Mayor  has,  because  it  is  per- 
missive legislation. 

Coun. 'KINSELLA — I  do  not  want  to  argue 
with  anybody.  I  can  see  that  it  is  permissive 
legislation.  But  it  does  not  halve  the  benefits 
because  the  Mayor  wants  to  halve  them.  $720 
is  absolutely  the  maximum  plus  20  per  cent  on 
those  getting  $600.  20  per  cent  of  the  $600  is 
$120  plus  the  $600  gives  $720.  We  have  always 
been  told  you  cannot  amend  that.  I  know  that 
an  amount  in  the  amendment  clearly  provides  you 
can  go  up  to  $1,000.  It  does  not  say  you  have  to 
In  my  layman's  opinion  the  Mayor  is  being  per- 
mitted to  fix  the  order  he  wants  in  the  legis- 
lative act.  Now  I  do  not  want  to  quarrel  with  the 
clerk  or  the  Mayor  but  it  seems  to  me  as  though 
he  is  diluting  half  of  the  benefits  of  the  act. 

President  KELLY — I  am  informed  by  the 
clerk  that  the  act  does  not  say  the  city  shall  get 
it.  It  says  the  city  may  give  it.  The  Mayor  is 
the  final  authority. 

Coun.  KINSELLA— Mr.  President,  that  is 
true.  The  word  "may"  is  in  there.  He  may. 
He  may  also  give  the  others  getting  $600.  He 
does  not  have  to  give  it  to  them.  He  is  personally 
willing  to  give  it  to  them  because  it  means  a  figure 
he  thinks  is  more  appropriate.  I  do  not  think 
the  legislative  act  was  designed  to  limit  or  be 
arbitrary  about  it.  Supposing  the  Mayor  were 
minded  to  give  more  than  20  per  cent.  He  could 
not  because  of  the  act.  Since  he  cannot  give  less, 
why  is  it  that  he  can  come  half  way  down  the 
scale  from  $1,000  to  $600  and  choose  only  that 
much  of  it?  We  have  the  whole  act  in  front  of  ua 
and  not-  part  of  it.     That  is  a  layman's  opinion. 

Coun.  HANNON — Mr.  President,  I  agree  with 
the  thoughts  of  the  previous  speakers.  Of  course 
there  is  no  doubt  about  it.  Each  of  us,  and  I  in 
particular,  am  disappointed  in  the  action  taken 
by  his  Honor  the  Mayor.  At  the  same  time  I 
think  it  is  a  progressive  step.  The  way  I  read 
the  act  the  Mayor  is  permitted  or  the  city  is 
permitted  through  the  Mayor  to  raise  by  20 
per  cent  the  pensions  of  anybody  receiving  under 
$1,000.  Now  he  has  not  seen  fit  at  the  present 
time  to  raise  the  pensions  of  all  those  receiving 
under  $1,000.  He  has  seen  fit,  however,  to  grant  a 
20  per  cent  increase  to  those  who  are  receiving 
under  $720.  I  think  that  it  would  be  foolish  for 
us  to  delay  on  it.  Half  a  loaf  is  better  than 
nothing.  By  accepting  this  order  we  will  benefit 
those  now  getting  only  $480.  It  will  benefit  those 
getting  $550.  It  will  benefit  those  getting  $660. 
I  think  the  way  for  us  to  cure  it  is  to  accept  this 
portion  of  it  by  adopting  the  Mayor's  order  and 
then  joining  together  to  file  a  new  order  asking 
the  Mayor  to  grant  a  20  per  cent  increase  to  all 
those  receiving  less  than  $1,000  a  year  pension 
from  the  city. 

Coun.  COFFEY— Mr.  President,  I  want  to  go 
along  with  what  Councilor  Hannon  has  said.  I 
probably  have  received  at  least  50  inquiries 
between  telephone  calls  and  letters.  They  are 
people  who  were  pensioned  on  Long  Island  between 
this  year  and  the  last  ten  years.  Most  of  them 
received  a  pension  of  only  $480.  You  can  see 
this  is  a  substantial  increase  to  them.  It  is  almost 
double.  As  I  say  and  the  other  members  have 
said,  let  us  pass  this  today.  In  the  future  if  we 
can  increase  it,  let  us  do  so. 

Passed  under  suspension  of  the  rule. 


SEPTEMBER    23,     1946. 
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NEXT   MEETING. 

President  KELLY — Councilor  Scanneil  moves 
we  do  now  adjourn. 

Coun.  COOK— Mr.  President. 

President  KELLY — The  motion  is  withdrawn. 

Coun.  COOK — Mr.  President,  Councilor  Han- 
non  is  going  to  draw  up  an  order  in  line  with  what 
the  councilors  have  just  spoken  about  with  refer- 
ence to  increasing  the  maximum  amount  to  $1,000. 

I  think  we  should  wait. 

President  KELLY — Before  the  Chair  declares  a 
recess  there  will  be  an  official  announcement  that 
the  Executive  Session  of  the  City  Council  is  going 
to  be  at  1 1  o'clock  next  Monday.  The  regular  meet- 
ing will  be  Monday  at  2  o'clock.  The  Chair  will 
declare  a  recess. 

Coun.  KINSELLA— Mr.  President,  I  thought 
the  next  meeting  will  be  next  Tuesday?  Is  that 
tomorrow? 

President  KELLY— No.  They  decided  in  the 
Executive  Session,  Mr.  Councilor,  that  the  Execu- 
tive Session  was  going  to  be  next  Monday  at  1 1 
o'clock  followed  by  the  regular  meeting  of  the 
Council  on  Monday  at  2  p.  m. 

Coun.  KINSELLA — But  no  meeting  tomorrow? 

President  KELLY — No  meeting  at  any  time 
tomorrow. 

Coun.  SCANNELL— Mr.  President,  don't  you 
think  you  could  call  the  meeting  next  Monday  at 

II  o'clock   a   regular   meeting   and   then   go   into 
Executive  Session? 

President  KELLY— If  it  is  the  will  of  the  Body. 

Coun.  SCANNELL — I  therefore  make  that  a 
motion. 

President  KELLY — Councilor,  the  five  million 
dollar  transaction  is  now  before  your  Executive 
Committee.  I  think  it  would  be  better  for  the 
Executive  Committee  to  meet  at  11  and  hear 
everybody  and  then  transact  the.  regular  business 
at  2  p.  m. 


BOSTON  PENSION   INCREASE. 

Coun.  HANNON,  COOK,  SULLIVAN,  KIN- 
SELLA and  COFFEY  offered  the  following: 

Ordered,  That  his  Honor  the  Mayor  direct  the 
trustees  of  the  Boston  Retirement  Board  to  grant 
increases  up  to  20  per  cent  to  all  of  those  pensioned 
employees  of  the  city  who  receive  less  than  one 
thousand  dollars  per  year,  in  accordance  with 
chapter  559  of  the  Acts  of  1946. 


Coun.  KINSELLA — Not  to  delay  the  proceed- 
ings, Mr.  President,  I  think  that  is  a  fine  order.  Will 
the  gentleman  who  conceived  it  give  us  some 
reason  to  hope  we  have  the  authority  to  do  this 
in  this  manner? 

Coun.  HANNON— Mr.  President,  I  do  not  think 
there  is  any  doubt  about  the  authority  to  do  it. 
Chapter  559  of  the  Acts  of  1946  gives  the  city 
the  right  to  do  it.  The  Mayor  has  seen  fit  to  do 
part  of  it.  This  is  an  order  asking  him  to  do  the 
rest  of  it. 

Coun.  KINSELLA— Mr.  President,  I  will  ask 
the  councilor  a  question  thiough  you.  Councilor 
Hannon,  in  view  of  the  fact  that  the  Mayor  has 
vetoed  some  of  the  provisions  of  the  act  as  it 
came  down  from  Beacon  Hill  to  us,  can  we  hope 
that  he  will  follow  our  suggestion  made  here  today 
and  embrace  all  of  the  act? 

Coun.  HANNON— Mr.  President,  I  do  not 
think  the  Mayor  has  vetoed  any  of  it.  He  has 
accepted  it  in  part.  The  only  thing  is  I  suppose 
he  is  trying  to  see  how  much  money  it  is  going  to 
take.  I  am  reading  behind  the  lines.  He  has 
had  business  previously  with  some  of  the  directors 
of  the  retirement  fund.  Some  of  them  are  apt  to 
be  stingy  when  it  comes  to  any  increase.  I  dare 
say  they  prevailed  upon  the  Mayor  to  go  slowly 
and  grade  only  some  persons  instead  of  all  of  them 
at  once. 

Coun.  KINSELLA — Councilor  Hannon,  can 
you  tell  me  if  this  money  is  subject  to  a  Federal 
income  tax? 

Coun.  HANNON — I  can  tell  the  Body,  strictly 
speaking,  it  is  supposed  to  be. 

Coun.  KINSELLA — Well,  strictly  speaking,  it  is. 

President  KELLY — It  is  not  subject  to  the  State 
tax. 

Coun.   KINSELLA— That  is  right,   Mr.   Presi- 
dent, but  it  is  subject  to  a  Federal  income  tax 
where  people  get  $1,000  a  year.     There  should  be 
some  way  to  prevail  on  the  Mayor.     I  hope  your  , 
efforts  are  successful. 

Passed  under  suspension  of  the  rule. 


Adjourned  at  7.20  p.  m.,  on  motion  of  Councilor 
Scanneil,  to  meet  on  Monday,  September  30,  1946, 
at  2  p.  m. 
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Proceedings  of  City  Council. 


Monday,  September  30,  1946.' 

Regular  meeting  of  the  City  Council  held  in  the 

Council  Chamber,  City  Hall,  at  2  p.  m.,  President 

KELLY  presiding,  and  all  the  members  present. 

The  meeting  was  opened  with  the  salute  to  the 

Flag. 


RECESS. 

On  motion  of  Councilor  Coffey  the  Council 
voted  at  2.10  p.  m.  to  take  a  recess  subject  to  the 
call  of  the  Chair. 

Conn.  HANNON — Mr.  President,  may  we 
amend  that  so  that  one  or  two  councilors  may  stay 
and  pick  the  jurors? 

President  KELLY — I  suggested  that  to  the 
clerk.  "Xoii  cannot  do  it  while  the  Council  is  in 
Executive  Session. 

Coun.  LINEHAN — Is  it  possible  for  a  man  to 
be  selected  to  take  out  the  slips  and  the  other  coun- 
cilors may  walk  out  as  they  choose? 

President  KELLY— The  Chair  will  rule  it  would 
not  be  legal.  They  would  have  to  be  drawn  when 
you  come  back.     There  are  40  jurors  to  be  drawn. 

Coun.     LINEHAN— If     nobody     objected 

President  KELLY — I  am  afraid,  councilor,  a 
point,  would  be  raised,  and  I  am  not  going  to  take 
the  chance.  The  motion  is  to  receis  for  the  purpose 
of  going  into  Executive  Session. 

The  motion  to  go  into  Executive  Session  carried. 
The  members  reassembled  and  were  called  to  order 
by  President  Kelly  at  3.50  p.  m.. 


JURORS   DRAWN. 

Jurors  were  drawn,  Councilor  Moriarty  presiding 
at  the  ballot  box  in  the  absence  of  the  Mayor,  as 
follows: 

Forty  traverse  jurors,  Superior  Court,  Criminal 
Business,  to  appear  October  14,  as  follows: 

Barnet  Brass,  Ward  1 ;  Arthur  D.  Aiken,  Ward  3; 
Charles  A.  O'Keefe,  Ward  3;  Paul  Edward  Corley, 
Ward  4;  Daniel  Doherty,  Ward  5;  Daniel  Joseph 
McGuire,  Ward  5;  Francis  A.  Seaverns,  Ward  5; 
James  McDonough,  Ward  6;  Charles  C.  Parker, 
Ward  7;  Louis  J.  Zolson,  Ward  7;  George  M.  Mar- 
ston,  Ward  9;  Frank  A.  Morrison,  Ward  9;  James 
Sanders,  Ward  9;  James  B.  Corbett,  Ward  10; 
Albert  C.  Shea,  Ward  10;  Joseph  W.  Dee,  Ward  11; 
Thomas  Keenan,  Ward  11;  Morris  Bloom,  Ward 
12;  Arthur  Nolan,  Ward  12;  George  Cerrone,  Ward 
13;  Samuel  Baler,  Ward  14;  Francis  E.  Callahan, 
Ward  14;  Samuel  C.  Clayton,  Ward  14;  Jack 
Marsh,  Ward  14;  Abraham  Weisman,  Ward  14; 
Leonard  Zonis,  "Ward  14;  Horace  DeLappe,  Ward 
15;  Michael  J.  McDonald,  Ward  15;  William  • 
Dowling,  Ward  16;  Eugene  Lynch,  Ward  16; 
Louis  A.  Scollin,  Ward  16;  Roy  W.  Bailey,  Ward 
17;  Maurice  Berman,  Ward  18;  Walter  A.  Har- 
greaves,  Ward  18;  Harry  J.  Rapley,  Ward  19; 
Frank  J.  Curran,  Ward  20;  Harold  Laserson,  Ward 
21;  Malcolm  J  Clark,  Ward  22;  John  J.  Kennedy, 
Ward  22;  John  J.  MacDouoall,  Ward  22. 


APPOINTMENTS   BY   THE   MAYOR. 

Subject  to  confirmation  by  the  Council,  the 
Mayor  submitted  the  following  appointment,  viz.: 

John  Mercandante,  170  Paris  street,  East 
Boston,  Mass.,  as  constable  of  the  City  of  Boston, 
for  term  ending  April  30,  1947,  authorized  to  serve 
civil  process  upon  filing  of  bond. 

Referred  to  the  Committee  on  Constables  and 
Confirmations. 


SALE    OF    FIREBOAT    "JOHN    P.    DOWD," 
ETC. 
The  following  was  received: 

City  of  Boston, 
Office  of  the  Mayor,  September  30,  1946. 
To  the  City  Council. 

Gentlemen, — I  am  submitting  herewith  a  letter 
from  Fire  Commissioner  Russell  S.  Codman 
relative  to  the  sale  of  fireboat  "John  P.  Dowd," 
Engine  47,  and  two  new  boilers  built  especially  for 
this  fireboat,  and  recommend  passage  by  your 
Honorable  Body  of  the  accompanying  orders. 
Respectfully, 
James  M.  Cueley,  Mayor. 

City  of  Boston, 
Fire  Department,  August  2,  1946. 
Hon.  James  M.  Curley, 

Mavor  of  Boston. 
Dear  Sir, — It  is  my  recommendation  that  your 
Honor  submit  an  order  to  the  City  Council  re- 
questing permission  for  the  Fire  Commissioner  to 
dispose  of  the  fireboat  j"John  P.  Dowd,"  Engine 
47,  and  two  new  boilers  built  by  the  Hodge  Boiler 
Works  for  this  fireboat. 

In  order  that  you  may  be  informed  of  the  present 
status  of  Engine  47,  I  submit,  herewith  a  brief 
review  of  the  case: 

It  was  the  opinion  of  the  previous  administration 
that  structural  repairs  and  alterations  were 
required  pertaining  to  the  hull,  superstructure, 
machinery  and  general  equipment  of  this  ship  in 
order  to  conform  with  the  requirements  of  the 
.  United  States  Steamboat  Inspection  Service. 
Plans  and  specifications  were  submitted  by  John 
G.  Alden,  Naval  Architect  and  Engineer,  April  19, 
1944,  and  revised  as  of  October,  1945,  covering  the 
above  work  as  well  as  the  necessary  installation  of 
tanks  and  oil-burning  system. 

Advertisements  were  entered  in  the  City  Record, 
June  16  and  June  23,  1945,  soliciting  bids  for  this 
work.  One  proposal  was  received  from  James  S. 
Munro,  308  Border  street,  East  Boston,  amounting 
to  $138,596.  Subsequent  to  the  time  the  sub- 
mission of  proposals  had  closed,  two  other  pro- 
posals were  received  as  follows:  Bethlehem  Steel 
Company,  $224,208;  Reid's  Shipyard,  Inc., 
$198,000.  In  the  meantime  two  new  boilers  were 
purchased  at  a  cost  of  approximately  $18,750, 
which  are  now  being  stored  at  the  Hodge  Boiler 
Works,  East  Boston. 

The  City  of  Boston  has  just  acquired  from  the 
War  Shipping  Administration  a  modern  Diesel- 
propelled  ship  which  can  be  converted  into  a 
fireboat  at  an  additional  cost  of  approximately 
$75,000.  Upon  completion  of  the  conversion  the 
Fire  Department  will  possess  a  first-class  fireboat. 
In  view  of  today's  increased  costs  of  labor  and 
material  as  compared  with  prices  during  June, 
1945,  when  bids  were  submitted  for  repairs  and 
alterations  to  Engine  47,  it  would  not  be  desirable 
to  expend  such  a  large  sum  of  money  to  place 
Engine  47  back  into  service.  Engine  47  was  built 
in  1909,  and  although  the  specifications  call  for  the 
installation  of  oil-burning  equipment  it  would 
still  be  a  boat  propelled  by  .steam.  The  cost  of 
maintaining  and  operating  a  steamboat  as  com- 
pared to  a  Diesel-motored  boat  will  average  five 
to  six  times  greater. 

A  conference  was  held  at  my  office  today  which 
was  attended  by  a  representative  of  the  John  G. 
Alden  firm  and  senior  officers  from  this  department 
who  have  been  identified  with  the  operation  of 
fireboats.  It  was  the  unanimous  consensus  of 
opinion  that  Engine  47  should  not  be  reactivated 
to  service  but  should  be  sold  at  the  best  price 
which  can  be  obtained  for  same.  The  disposal  of 
Engine  47  would  also  necessitate  the  sale  of  the 
two  new  boilers  which  would  be  of  no  further  use 
to  this  department. 

In  my  opinion  it  would  be  a  better  investment 
for  the  city  to  purchase  another  modern  govern- 
ment surplus  vessel  at  approximately  $100,000 
than  to  expend  $150,000  on  an  old  boat  such  as 
Engine  47. 

Respectfully  yours, 
Russell  S.  Codman,  Jh., 

Fire  Commissioner. 

Ordered,  That  the  Fire  Commissioner  be 
authorized  to  sell  at  public  auction,  after  duly 
advertising  the  time  and  place  of  sale,  the  fireboat 
"John  P.  Dowd,"  Engine  47,  at  an  upset  price  of 
$10,000. 
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Ordered,  That  the  Fire  Commissioner  be 
authorised  to  sell  al  public  auction,  after  duly 
advertising  the  time  and  place  of  sale,  two  new 
boilers  built  by  the  Bodge  Boiler  Works  for  the 
mi  ".IdIim  !'.  Duwil,"  Engine  17,  at  an  upset 
price  of  Si 0,000. 

Referred  to  Executive  Committee. 


PETITIONS  REFERRED. 

The  following  petitions  were  received  and 
referred  to  the  committee  named,  viz.: 

Claims. 

Edward  F.  Blake,  for  compensation  for  damage 
to  clothing  during  raid  at  41  Hanover  street. 

Emma  Hopkins,  for  compensation  for  injuries 
caused  by  an  alleged  defect  in  Charles  street. 

Lillian  Kelly,  for  compensation  for  injuries 
caused  by  an  alleged  defect  at  Charles  Street 
Station. 

Conrad  J.  Krajewski,  for  compensation  for 
damage  to  car  by  truck  of  Street  Cleaning  Depart- 
ment. 

Mrs.  A.  Larivee,  for  compensation  for  injuries 
caused  by  an  alleged  defect  in  Centre  street. 

John  J.  Lydon,  to  be  reimbursed  as  result  of 
accident  which  occurred  while  in  performance 
of  duty. 

Mary  A.  Neal,  to  be  reimbursed  for  coat  torn 
in  Assessing  Department. 

Jeremiah  Nunziato,  for  compensation  for  damage 
to  car  by  city  truck. 

Angelo  Otolo,  for  compensation  for  injuries 
caused  by  city  car. 

Allen  B.  Rider,  for  compensation  for  damage 
to  property  at  1129  Centre  street,  during  sewer 
construction. 

John  V.  Stapleton,  to  be  reimbursed  for  execu- 
tion issued  against  him. 

E.  Van  Noorden  Company,  for  compensation 
for  damage  to  truck  by  city  truck. 


REPORT  OF   COMMITTEE   ON   LICENSES. 

Coun.  SCANNELL,  for  the  Committee  on 
Licenses,  submitted  the  following: 

Report  on  petition  of  Federal  Reserve  Bank  of 
Boston  for  driveway  opening  at  4,  6  and  12.  Pearl 
street  and  99-1 11A  Milk  street  (referred  Septem- 
ber 23)  —  that  permit  be  granted. 

Report  accepted;  permit  granted  under  usual 
conditions. 


REPORT  OF  COMMITTEE  ON  CLAIMS. 

Coun.  LINEHAN,  for  the  Committee  on 
Claims,  submitted  the  following: 

1.  Report  on  petition  of  John  A.  Griffin 
(referred  September  9)  to  be  reimbursed  for 
amount  of  execution  issued  against  him  on  account 
of  his  acts  as  operator  of  a  patrol  wagon  belonging 
to  the  Police  Department  —  recommending  passage 
of  accompanying  order,  viz.: 

Ordered,  That  the  sum  of  one  hundred  thirty 
dollars  (8130)  be  allowed  and  paid  to  John  A. 
Griffin  in  reimbursement  for  amount  of  execution 
issued  against  him  on  account  of  his  acts  as 
operator  of  a  patrol  wagon  belonging  to  the  Police 
Department,  said  sum  to  be  charged  to  the  Con- 
tingent Fund. 

Report  accepted;  said  order  passed. 

2.  Report  on  petition  of  Napoleon  R.  Amelotte 
(referred  August  19)  to  be  reimbursed  for  amount 
of  execution  issued  against  him  on  account  of  his 
acts  as  operator  of  a  cruising  car  belonging  to 
Police  Department — -recommending  passage  of 
accompanying  order,  viz. : 

Ordered,  That  the  sum  of  five  thousand  dollars 
($5,000)  be  allowed  and  paid  to  Napoleon  R. 
Amelotte  in  reimbursement  for  amount  of  execution 
issued  against  him  on  account  of  his  acts  as 
operator  of  a  cruising  car  belonging  to  the  Police 
Department,  said  sum  to  be  charged  to  the  Con- 
tingent Fund. 

The  report  was  accepted,  and  the  question  came 
on  the  passage  of  the  order. 

Coun.  MUCHNICK— Mr.  President,  I  wonder 
if  we  could  have  an  explanation  of  the  type  of 
accident  that  this  was. 

(The  clerk  read  the  order.) 

Coun.  MUCHNICK— Mr.  President,  I  am 
going  to  suggest  the  reading  be  stopped  as  I  have 
all  the  information  I  want. 

The  order  was  passed. 


REPORT  OF  COMMITTEE  ON  FINANCE. 

Coun.  MADDEN,  for  the  Committee  on 
Finance,  submitted  the  following: 

Report  on  order  (referred  September  23)  that 
810,000,000  be  appropriated  to  be  expended  for 
one  and  two-family  housing  developments  pro- 
viding shelter  for  veterans  and  their  families,  and 
that  to  meet  said  expenses  the  City  Treasurer  be 
authorized  to  issue,  from  time  to  time,  bonds  or 
certificates  of  indebtedness  of  the  city  to  said 
amount  —  that  same  ought  to  pass. 

Coun.  MADDEN — Mr.  President  and  gentle- 
men, I  believe  the  outstanding  authority  on  hous- 
ing in  this  Commonwealth  today  is  Mr.  Philip 
Nichols,  chairman  of  the  State  Board  of  Housing. 
At  the  meeting  on  Saturday  I  asked  Mr.  Nichols 
if  he  would  kindly  set  forth  a  general  program  in  a 
letter  so  that  I  might  read  it  to  you, using  his 
letter,  which  would  explain  the  matter  much 
better  than  I  could  in  my  own  words.  This  is 
the  letter  I  have  received  from  Mr.  Nichols.  I 
will  read  it  to  you. 

Commonwealth  of  Massachusetts, 
Department  of  Public  Welfare, 
State  Board  of  Housing, 
20  Somerset  Street,  Boston,  Room  103. 

September  30,  1946. 
Coun.   Edward   C.   Madden,   Council   Chamber, 
City  Hall,  Boston,  Mass. 

Dear  Mr.  Madden, — As  requested  by  you  I  am 
putting  in  writing  some  of  the  statements  that  I 
made  orally  to  the  Committee  on  Finance  at  the 
hearing  on  Saturday,  September  28,  in  regard  to 
housing  for  veterans. 

The  need  for  action  by  cities  and  towns  of 
Massachusetts  is  based  on  the  shortage  of  housing 
for  veterans  in  many  communities.  This  shortage 
is  not  being  met  by  the  ordinary  activities  of 
private  enterprise  because  of  the  difficulty  in 
obtaining  building  materials  and  the  high  cost  of 
houses  when  built.  If  offered  for  sale,  the  price 
of  even  the  smallest  houses  built  by  private 
enterprise  is  beyond  the  reach  of  most  veterans; 
moreover  most  veterans,  at  present,  would  prefer 
to  rent  rather  than  to  purchase;  and  new  housing 
developments  erected  by  private  builders  are 
almost  always  offered  for  sale  and  not  rental. 
Apparently,  unless  something  is  done  by  some 
public  agency,  the  shortage  will  continue  in- 
definitely and  the  veterans  will  continue  to  suffer. 

The  United  States  government,  while  it  has 
provided  guarantees  to  lenders  which  are  of  great 
help  to  a  veteran  who  wishes  to  build  a  house  for 
his  own  occupancy,  does  not  itself  build  houses 
and  offer  them  to  veterans,  either  for  sale  or 
rental.  The  construction  of  low-rent  housing 
projects  for  the  low-income  families  under  the 
legislation  enacted  by  Congress  in  1937,  under 
which  the  existing  housing  projects  in  Boston 
and  elsewhere  were  built,  has  come  to  a  complete 
stop,  because  the  increased  cost  of  building  has 
carried  the  bids  to  a  point  above  the  maximum 
permitted  under  the  1937  law,  and  the  Wagner- 
EUender-Taft  bill,  which  would  have  increased 
the  maximum  and  made  further  low-rent  housing 
projects  possible,  although  passed  by  the  Senate, 
was  not  brought  to  the  floor  of  the  House  of 
Representatives  before  Congress  adjourned  and 
thus  failed  of  enactment. 

There  is  no  state  law  authorizing  the  Common- 
wealth to  engage  in  or  subsidize  housing  for 
veterans.  If  anything  is  to  be  done  at  the  present 
time  at  any  level  of  government,  it  must  be  done 
by  cities  and  towns. 

Fortunately,  ample  authority  for  cities  and 
towns  is  provided  by  chapter  372  of  the  Acts 
of  1946,  which  became  effective  May  23,  1946. 
This  law  is  based  upon  a  bill  prepared  by  the 
State  Board  of  Housing  and  filed  with  its  annual 
report  on  December  3,  1945,  but  unfortunately 
certain  changes  made  in  the  bill  in  its  passage 
through  the  Legislature  have,  as  it  has  turned 
out,  restricted  its  application  and  impaired  its 
usefulness. 

The  act  does  however  authorize  cities  and  towns, 
among  other  things,  to  provide  permanent  housing 
for  veterans,  under  certain  limitations,  which, 
though  troublesome,  are  not  fatal. 

Under  the  act  a  city  or  town  may  acquire  by 
purchase  or  gift  or  take  by  eminent  domain  one 
or  more  tracts  of  land  of  sufficient  size  for  a  housing 
development,  or  use  tax  title  or  other  land  which 
it  already  owns,  lay  out  such  tracts  in  streets 
and  house  lots,  provide  the  public  utilities,  and 
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construct  on  such  tracts  single  or  two-family 
residences  for  veterans  and  rent  such  dwelling 
units  to  veterans  at  reasonable  rates. 

As  I  interpret  the  law,  a  city  may  lay  out  a 
number  of  developments,  scattered  through  the 
various  sections  or  wards  of  the  city;  but  each 
of  the  tracts  used  must  be  of  adequate  size  for  a 
sufficient  number  of  dwelling  units  to  constitute 
a  "housing  development."  In  other  words,  the 
law  does  not  contemplate  a  city  using  isolated 
lots  for  separate  dwellings.  I  should  think  how- 
ever that  a  tract  large  enough  for  twenty  dwelling 
units  and  possibly  less  would  be  of  sufficient  size 
to  comply  with  the  law. 

The  city  must  rent;  it  cannot  sell  or  make  an 
agreement  for  sale  even  to  a  veteran.  However, 
at  the  end  of  five  years  from  May  23,  1946,  it 
must  begin  to  sell  these  houses  on  the  general 
market  and  proceed  to  dispose  of  them  as  rapidly 
as  possible.  The  project  while  in  operation  is  to 
be  managed,  and  the  rents  determined,  by  the 
local  Housing  Authority,  subject  to  appeal,  as 
to  rents,  to  the  State  Board  of  Housing.  The 
law  does  not  require  the  rents  to  be  as  high  as 
rents  for  similar  dwelling  facilities  on  the  general 
market,  or  even  to  be  sufficient  to  make  the  project 
self-liquidating,  and  may  be  based,  among  other 
things,  on  the  ability  of  veterans  generally  to 
pay. 

The  projects  are  limited  to  one  and  two-faraily 
houses.  The  city  cannot  erect  apartment  houses 
under  this  act,  or  even  three  or  four-family  houses. 

From  what  has  occurred  since  the  enactment  of 
this  law,  some  of  the  provisions  seem  to  me  un- 
necessarily hampering,  and  I  hope  will  be  relaxed 
by  the  Legislature  at  its  next  session.  However, 
a  city  under  the  law  as  it  now  stands  ought  to  be 
able  to  provide  these  houses  at  reasonable  rentals 
without  losing  money,  because  it  has  certain  ad- 
vantages over  private  builders  and  operators, 
namely : 

(1)  As  long  as  the  houses  are  owned  by  the 
city,  they  are  exempt  from  taxation. 

(2)  The  city  can  borrow  at  much  lotver  rates 
of  interest  than  a  private  builder. 

(3)  The  city  is  not  seeking  a  profit,  and 
although  it  hopes  to  break  even,  a  loss  would  be 
justified  if  veterans  are  helped  in  the  present 
emergency. 

(4)  The  city  would  undoubtedly  stand  a 
better  chance  than  a  private  builder  in  getting 
priorities  in  building  materials. 

I  have  attempted  to  compute  in  a  rough  and 
general  way  how  the  financing  of  a  gi'oup  of  these 
projects  would  work  out  in  Boston. 

The  law  permits  a  loan  outside  the  debt  limit  up 
to  2  per  cent  of  the  average  assessed  valuation 
of  the  city  for  the  three  preceding  years.  In 
Boston  this  would  amount  to  about  $28,000,000. 
The  $10,000,000  proposed  in  the  present  loan 
order  would  be  well  within  the  statutory  limit. 

One  element  of  possible  financial  confusion  has 
arisen  from  one  of  the  changes  in  the  bill  in  the 
course  of  its  enactment.  The  act  provides  in 
section  10  that  loans  for  permanent  housing  may 
extend  over  a  period  of  fifteen  years;  but  under 
section  6  the  houses  must  be  offered  for  sale  at 
the  end  of  five  years.  If  the  houses  were  all  sold 
at  the  end  of  five  years,  the  city  would  have  a 
large  sum  of  money  on  hand  to  liquidate  its  in- 
debtedness, but  the  last  of  the  bonds  would  not  be 
due  until  the  end  of  ten  years  more.  A  provision 
in  the  bonds  making  them  subject  to  call  would 
undoubtedly  hurt  their  market  ability.  Probably 
this  difficult}'  could  be  straightened  out,  possibly 
by  putting  the  proceeds  of  the  sale  of  the  houses 
into  a  sinking  fund,  but  I  felt  that  I  ought  to 
mention  it,  and  I  have  computed  the  financing  on 
the  basis  of  amortization  in  both  five  and  fifteen 
years. 

If  the  loan  was  for  $10,000,000  amortizable  in 
five  years,  and  there  was  no  income  from  the 
projects  at  all,  the  increase  in  the  annual  tax  rate 
would-be  $1.33.  This  is  the  worst  that  could 
happen*.  If  the  loan  was  amortizable  in  fifteen 
years,  and  no  income  was  received  from  the  proj- 
ects, the  increase  in  the  annual  tax  rate  would  be 
44  cents. 

If  we  assume  that  the  average  cost  for  each 
dwelling  unit,  inemding  land  and  other  expenses, 
was  $8,000,  1,200  dwelling  units  could  be  built  with 
the  proceeds  of  the  loan.  This  figure  may  seem 
high  for  the  type  of  small  house  that  would  be 
built.  Other  cities  are  planning  to  build  on  a 
lower  cost,   and  the  use  of  two-family   dwellings 


would  cut  down  the  cost  per  dwelling  unit,  but, 
to  be  conservative,  I  have  used  $8,000  as  the  cost 
per  dwelling  unit. 

I  have  figured  the  rent  at  $40  per  month.  This 
is  about  as  much  as  most  veterans  can  pay,  but  it 
should  be  within  the  reach  of  the  great  majority. 
With  1,200  dwelling  units  rented  at  $40  per  month 
the  gross  rental  would  be  $576,000  per  year.  If 
we  allow  $10  per  month  per  dwelling  unit  for 
interest  and  operating  expenses,  the  net  rental 
would  be  $432,000  per  year,  which  would  make  the 
net  annual  charge  for  amortizing  the  bonds 
$1,568,000,  requiring  an  increase  in  the  tax  rate 
of  approximately  $1.  The  total  deficiency  at  the 
end  of  five  years  would  be  $7,940,000.  At  that 
time  the  houses  would  be  sold.  It  would  not  be 
surprising  if  they  brought  in  $8,000,000.  If  they 
did,  the  city  would  have  a  slight  gain  on  the  whole 
transaction  to  its  credit. 

If  the  bonds  were  issued  on  a,  fifteen-year  basis, 
the  payment  of  principal  each  year  would  be 
$666,000  and  the  annual  deficiencs^  each  vear  in 
the  first  five  years  would  be  $234,000.  The 
accumulated  deficiency  at  the  end  of  five  years 
would  be  $1,170,000  with  $6,660,000  of  bonds 
still  payable.  If  the  houses  were  then  sold  for 
$8,090,000  and  a  sinking  fund  set  up  to  pay  the 
bonds  as  they  fell  due,  the  city  might  make  an 
acceptable  profit. 

Furthermore,  the  houses  when  sold  would  go 
in  the  tax  list  and  return  to  the  city  a  considerable 
sum  in  taxes  each  year;  and  it  is  possible  that  if 
the  houses  were  attractive  in  appearance  and  well 
maintained,  building  by  private  builders  in  the 
same  neighborhood  would  be  encouraged.  As 
long  as  the  demand  for  housing  is  so  greatly  in 
excess  of  supply,  the  competition  from  these 
publicly-owned  houses  should  not  be  serious.  It 
should  be  remembered  that  under  the  existing 
law  they  cease  to  be  tax  exempt  when  sold,  five 
or  six  years  from  now,  and  they  are  to  be  sold  only 
"as  rapidly  as  is  consistent  with  sound  business 
judgment."  and  not  dumped  on  the  market. 

There  are  so  many  elements  of  possible  uncer- 
tainty in  the  foregoing  computations  that  no  doubt 
an  opponent  of  the  measure  would  question  their 
accuracy.  If  building  costs  continue  to  increase, 
the  city  might  make  a  substantial  profit;  if  costs 
go  down  ana  houses  become  less  valuable,  the  city 
would  lose.  It  is  however  a  project  that  a  city 
might  hope  to  break  even  on;  and  whether  this  is 
so  or  not,  it  is  the  only  means  in  sight  at  present 
to  relieve  the  shortage  of  housing  for  veterans. 
Very  truly  yours, 
Philip  Nichols,  Chairman, 

State  Board  of  Housing. 

Coun.  MADDEN — We  had  quite  a  meeting. 
We  were  condemned  by  a  member  of  the  Ameri- 
can Veterans'  Committee  for  not  taking  action. 
I  also  received  a  letter  from  the  CIO  in  which 
the  CIO  takes  us  severely  to  task  for  having  been 
dilatory.  As  a  member  of  organized  labor,  to 
my  good  friends  in  the  CIO,  those  gentlemen  make 
me  laugh  when  they  tell  us  we  are  laying  down 
on  the  job.  We  are  amateurs  when  it  comes  to 
sitting  down  on  the  job  compared  with  the  CIO. 
They  are  the  greatest  authorities  in  the  world 
on  sitting  down.     However,  I  will  read  this  blast 

Statement  by  Geobse  F.  Markham. 

Massachusetts  CIO, 

73  Tremont  Street, 

Boston,  Mass. 

September  28,  1946. 
Statement  on  Veterans'  Housing  Problem  by  George 
F.   Markham,   Legislative   Agent,    Massachu- 
setts  CIO,   Addressed  to   Chairman  Edward 
C.  Madden,  Finance  Committee,  Boston  City 
Council: 
The  City  of  Boston,  as  well  as  most  communities 
in  the  Commonwealth,  has  played  politics  too  long 
with  the  veterans'  housing  problem. 

The  Real  Estate  interests,  having  licked  the 
Wagner-Ellender-Taft  housing  bill  in  Congress, 
have  also  been  behind  the  housing  inactivity  in 
city  and  town  governments. 

It  is  time  that  people  realized  that  the  war  is 
not  over  for  the  homeless  veteran.  The  CIO  is 
confident  that  the  housing  problem  would  be 
quickly  solved  if  the  same  energy  and  determi- 
nation were  shown  today  that  were  devoted  to 
housing  and  other  production  problems  during 
the  war. 

Boston  is  more  than  a  year  late  in  acting  on  this 
question.  It  was  far  too  slow  in  reacting  to  the 
emergency    housing    plan    for    veterans.      It    was 
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completely  silent  and  took  no  action  after  the  ('10 
on  December  28,  1945,  urged  that  the  oity  act 
quickly    to    relieve    the    veterans'  housing   crisis. 

At  that  time  the  CIO  asked  thai  Mayor  Curley 
have  the  oity  conduct  an  immediate  survey  of 
vacant  and  partially  occupied  structures  which 
ran  be  remodelled  and  repaired  to  provide  habitable 
housing  units.  It.  was  suggested  that  the  annual 
poliee  listing  include  such  a  check. 

The  CIO  announced  at  the  same  time  that  it 
was  filing  a  bill  in  the  Legislature  (the  same  bill 
as  prepared  by  the  State  Board  of  Housing  under 
Chairman  Philip  Nichols)  to  give  cities  and  towns 
full  power  to  borrow  money  and  engage  in  housing 
activity  for  veterans. 

It  is  nearly  nine  months  since  the  General  Court 
convened  and  more  than  three  months  since  the 
Legislature  passed  the  bill  which  impowered  cities 
and  towns  to  act.  Yet  Boston  is  only  now  indi- 
cating that  it  may  take  positive  action. 

We  reiterate  our  proposal  of  December  28,  1945, 
and  urge  that  the  city. 

1.  Make  a  house-by-house  survey  to  determine 
"What  vacant  or  partially  occupied  structures  can 
be  remodelled  and  repaired  to  provide  habitable 
housing  units."  The  law  gives  the  city  power  to 
take  such  buildings  and  convert  them  into  suitable 
dwelling  units. 

2.  Borrow  at  least  the  810,000,000  to  carry  out 
a  city  housing  program  for  veterans. 

3.  Through  its  building  regulations  the  city  can 
exercise  some  control  over  use  of  scarce  materials. 
While  this  is  partly  a  matter  for  cooperation  with 
Federal  Authorities,  let  us  have  no  more  buck 
passing  by  the  city  as  an  excuse  for  inactivity. 

Veterans  regard  the  solution  of  the  housing 
problem  as  a  test  of  their  faith  in  our  democratic 
way  of  life.  We  must  not  let  them  down.  As  the 
Boston  Globe  said  recently  in  an  editorial,  "The 
choice  is  between  enough  housing  and  social  ex- 
plosions." 

Coun.  MADDEN — This  law  on  housing  was 
passed  some  three  or  four  months  ago.  It  takes 
some  time  to  digest  a  law  and  to  become  familiar 
with  its  previsions.  I  think  the  City  of  Boston  is 
progressing  as  fast  as  humanly  possible.  _  I  am 
sure  that  the  members  of  the  Council  are  just  as 
sincere  and  just  as  interested  in  getting  housing 
under  way  as  they  can  be.  Mr.  Markham  does 
not  have  to  worry  about  some  of  us  members  of 
the  Council  forgetting  the  veterans.  There  are  a 
lot  of  us  fellows  who  fought  with  them.  We  are 
fighting  for  them.  When  we  were  fighting  with 
them  shoulder  to  shoulder  I  heard  a  lot  of  veterans 
pan  the  CIO  for  sitting  down  while  we  were  waiting 
for  supplies  in  Algeria  or  in  Sicily.  I  would  like 
to  say  to  Mr.  Markham  and  any  other  member  of 
organized  labor,  my  brothers,  I  will  bet  you  all  the 
tea  in  China  that  this  Body  will  pass  this  loan, 
pass  this  order.  I  have  not  had  a  chance  to  discuss 
the  matter  with  the  Mayor,  but  I  will  predict  that 
he  will  sign  it.  I  will  make  a  further  prediction 
that  within  one  month  after  the  work  is  started 
the  CIO  or  some  other  union  will  be  sitting  down. 
What  do  they  care  about  the  veterans?  I  say  in 
closing,  this  is  perhaps  the  greatest  thing  that  has 
come  before  the  Council  in  a  long  while.  In  effect 
it  gives  the  city,  the  state  and  the  Federal  govern- 
ment an  opportunity,  in  a  way,  to  subsidize  the 
building  and  purchasing  of  homes.  For  many 
months  and  years  the  Federal  government  has 
been  subsidizing  the  farmers.  They  have  been 
subsidizing  the  manufacturers,  the  public  utility 
companies,  the  airlines.  They  have  given  billions 
of  dollars  to  foreign  countries.  It  is  high  time 
something  is  done  to  help  the  housing  situation. 
While  it  directly  helps  the  veteran  there  is  nothing 
in  the  law  to  prevent  Bill  Brown,  a  veteran,  buying 
a  house  for  his  father  who  is  not  a  veteran,  or  his 
brother  or  sister.  The  act  creates  12,000  housing 
units.  It  is  possible  under  the  law  to  build  three 
times  that  amount,  to  build  1,200  or  3,000  new 
housing  units  within  the  City  of  Boston.  The 
City  of  Cambridge  may  also  do  some  building 
and  the  town  of  Brookline  under  the  same  au- 
thority, and  so  with  all  the  neighboring  cities. 
With  the  help  of  God,  a  little  horse  sense  and  a 
little  team  work  by  our  pals  and  friends  in  the 
CIO,  we  will  have  a  housing  project  under  way 
very  shortly  that  will  give  shelter  and  employment 
to  many  men  before  spring  rolls  along.  The 
councilors  have  many  constituents  crying  at  their 
doorsteps  all  the  time.  They  need  help.  I  think 
possibly  we  can  really  help  them.  I  therefore 
suggest,  gentlemen,  that  this  order  ought  to  pass. 

Coun.  LIXEHAN — Mr.  President,  at  this  time 
I  move  to  amend  the  order  by  striking  out  in  the 


fourth  line  the  words  "the  city  auditor."  I  make 
this  amendment,  and  I  am  going  to  say  a  few  words 
in  regard  to  housing.  I  think  the  chairman  of  the 
Finance  Committee  did  a  fine  job.  As  a  matter  of 
fact,  most  of  the  members  appeared  at  tho  hearing. 
I  might  say  they  did  a  fine  job.  I  think  every 
veteran  and  his  family  who  is  going  to  use  a  one  or 
two-family  house — and  I  hope  they  do  in  the  near 
future — will  certainly  have  a  word  of  thanks  for 
every  member  of  the  Boston  City  Council.  I  say 
every  member  of  the  Boston  City  Council.  I 
think  every  member  is  going  on  record  in  favor  of 
this  loan  order.  I  will  be  very  disappointed  if  they 
do  not.  I  do  not  think  anybody  can  show  us  a 
worse  emergency  than  the  lack  of  housing  for 
veterans  and  their  families,  and  not  only  veterans 
and  their  families,  but  non-veterans.  Up  to  now 
there  has  not  been  anything  substantial  done  other 
than  793  temporary  dwellings,  if  we  can  compliment 
them  by  calling  them  dwellings.  They  are  tem- 
porary in  nature  and  located  throughout  the  city. 
That  is  all  that  has  been  done  as  far  as  the  con- 
struction of  homes  for  veterans  goes.  This  order 
here  will  go  along  with  Iris  Honor  the  Mayor's 
program.  He  said  he  was  going  to  have  a  program 
of  building  a  bigger  and  better  Boston.  We  can 
all  talk  about  off-street  parking  and  other  things 
which  are  similar  to  that,  improving  the  City  of 
Boston.  To  my  mind  they  are  insignificant  com- 
pared to  what  the  building  of  one  and  two-family 
houses  throughout  the  city  will  do  for  Boston. 
Up  to  now  every  councilor  in  this  Body  knows 
that  many  of  our  citizens  have  moved  out  of  Boston 
in  past  years  due  to  the  fact  they  could  not  get 
one  and  two-family  homes  in  Boston.  They  would 
gladly  come  back  if  they  could  get  one  and  two- 
family  homes.  I  contend  if  this  program  goes 
through  with  the  help  of  his  Honor  the  Mayor, 
after  these  homes  are  built,  private  industry  will 
wake  up  and  build  many  more  one  and  two-family 
homes  in  Boston.  Up  to  now  you  have  not  had 
that  private  initiative  existing  in  Boston.  As  a 
result,  surrounding  towns  like  Brookline  and 
Newton  have  cashed  in.  They  have  received  with 
open  arms  the  citizens  from  Boston  who  would 
buy  one  and  two-family  homes.  Somebody  may 
say  this  is  another  land  steal.  I  do  not  think  it  is. 
The  gentleman  from  Ward  18  (Councilor  Cantwell) , 
the  gentleman  from  West  Roxbury,  Roslindale, 
some  of  the  men  from  Dorchester,  and  even  East 
Boston  and  South  Boston,  can  take  advantage 
of  this  order,  any  place  in  the  city  where  you  can 
find  a  location  to  put  up  a  good  number  of  one  and 
two-family  homes.  What  will  result?  The  result 
will  be  to  improve  the  surrounding  districts  where 
we  build  one  and  two-family  homes.  As  I  said 
before,  it  will  result  in  private  industry  coming  in 
and  building  one  and  two-family  homes  in  the  new 
areas  constructed  as  a  result  of  this  loan  order. 
I  hope  his  Honor  the  Mayor  signs  it.  Somebody 
passed  the  word  along  that  he  might  not.  I  can 
merely  say  his  Honor  the  Mayor  has  two  sons  who 
served  in  the  service.  Those  sons  have  not  a 
housing  problem.  I  was  in  the  service.  I  have 
not  a  housing  problem.  There  are  thousands  of 
others,  men  and  women  in  this  city  who  served  and 
who  do  have  a  housing  problem.  To  them  and  all 
of  the  friends  of  veterans  who  want  houses,  I  say 
to  his  Honor  the  Mayor  that  in  fairness  to  them 
and  all  the  citizens  of  Boston  we  can  and  should 
build  a  bigger  and  better  Boston.  It  will  be  bigger 
and  batter  as  the  result  of  one  and  two-family 
homes  being  constructed.  It  will  be  a  much  more 
valuable  addition  to  the  City  of  Boston  than  many 
things  we  have  appropriated  millions  of  dollars  for 
already  in  this  Chamber  this  year.  As  the  chair- 
man of  the  Committee  on  Finance  said,  in  the  long 
run  this  will  not  cost  the  city  a  five-cent  piece.  It 
will  pay  for  itself.  That  is  not  too  long  in  the 
future.  I  contend  within  six  years  this  will  pay  for 
itself.  From  then  on  we  will  have  that  property 
added  to  the  tax  rolls  of  the  City  of  Boston  plus 
new  additions  probably,  I  hope  built  by  private 
industry,  which  will  increase  the  taxable  rolls 
many  millions  of  dollars.  I  certainly  hope  every 
councilor  in  the  Body  today  goes  along  and  votes 
for  this  unanimously.  If  they  do  you  can  rest 
assured  two  weeks  from  today,  they  will  not  hear 
a  peep  out  of  Councilor  Linehan  when  it  will  come 
up  for  its  second  reading  and  final  passage. 

Coun.  KINSELLA — Mr.  President,  of  course  I 
am  wholeheartedly  in  accord  with  the  views  ex- 
pressed here  by  Councilor  Madden  even  though 
I  did  not  hear  all  of  them,  as  I  have  been  out  of 
the  Chamber.  I  do  not  think  he  took  the  com- 
munistic element  to  task  quite  hard  enough. 
Twice  now  Mr.  Bigelow  has  inflicted  himself  onus. 
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Each  time  he  started  what  you  might  term  trouble. 
I  notice  significantly  he  says  "his"  organization 
rather  than  calling  the  head  of  it  a  commander,  he 
calls  the  head  a  chairman.  Yet  incorporated  in 
the  title  they  go  by  is  the  word  "Veteran."  It 
is  the  American  Veterans'  Committee  known  or 
suspected  of  being  highly  communistic.  During 
the  war  you  could  not  get  a  job  anywhere  in  the 
United  States  without  signing  an  affidavit  that 
you  did  not  belong  to  nor  subscribe  to  any  organi- 
zation that  advocated  the  overthrow  of  the  United 
States  Government  by  violence.  I  would  like  to 
say  for  the  record  that  the  next  time  I  am  sitting 
as  chairman  of  the  Public  Housing  Committee 
and  any  known  communistic  group  comes  before 
us,  I  am  going  to  rule  out  such  a  person  before 
me, — and  expect  the  committee  to  support  me, — 
from  the  right  to  be  heard.  There  is  no  doubt  of 
their  theory1  of  the  overthrow  of  the  government 
by  violence.  I  challenge  their  credibility  and 
integrity  as  witnesses.  I  expect  the  members  of 
the  committee  to  support  me.  About  Mr.  Bigelow, 
he  came  in  with  some  preconceived  ideas  of  our 
laxity.  I  had  to  remind  him  in  the  presence  of 
friends  and  other  members  of  the  committee  that 
there  is  not  a  negative  vote  on  record  any  place  in 
this  Chamber  that  relates  to  veterans'  welfare. 
However,  he  and  certain  others  of  the  same  stripe 
have  a  well-developed  talent  for  blaming  everybody 
else  for  things  that  are  not  done  either  perfectly 
or  in  conformity  with  their  ideas  which  I  suppose 
they  would  say  represent  perfection.  The  use  of 
our  Chamber  either  in  here  or  in  the  committee 
meetings  ought  to  be  denied  to  people  who  con- 
tribute to  a  philosophy  that  everything  is  wrong. 
Mr.  Bigelow  is  much  more  interested  in  being  taken 
to  task  so  that  he  can  be  held  up  as  a  martyr  rather 
than  to  come  in  and  offer  any  constructive  sugges- 
tion. He  told  one  councilor  his  home  was  in 
Hanover.  The  councilor  asked  him  what  he  had 
done  about  housing  in  Hanover.  Of  course,  to  his 
everlasting  credit  he  was  honest  enough  to  say  he 
did  nothing,  his  interest  was  statewide.  If  there 
is  a  situation  in  Hanover,  it  might  do  Mr.  Bigelow 
some  good  to  cure  that  first  and  then  let  us  know 
by  what  technique  he  cured  the  condition  in  Han- 
over. I  personally  am  prone  to  regard  myself  as  a 
good  American  citizen  who  finds  no  flaw  in  our 
political  ideology.  I  do  not  intend  to  attend  any 
more  meetings  where  we  are  going  to  be  victimized 
by  the  presence  of  people  who  want  to  be  denied 
certain  things  so  they  can  break  into  print  as 
martyrs  to  their  cause.  When  the  Bigelows  come 
up  again,  some  effort  ought  to  be  made  to  ascertain 
their  political  philosophy.  If  they  are  communis- 
tic,— and  we  know  what  communism  means,  it 
advocates  the  overthrow  by  violence  of  any  govern- 
ment which  is  not  communistic, — there  is  nothing 
to  be  said  for  the  reliability  and  credibility  of  such 
a  person  who  attempts  to  act  as  a  witness.  Once 
in  1941  I  attempted  to  get  the  chairman  of  the 
Taxation  Committee  in  the  LegisJature  at  a  public 
hearing  to  rule  Otis  Hood  out  of  order  as  hostile. 
He  was  a  hostile,  unfriendly  witness  who  con- 
tributed nothing  to  the  data  we  were  seeking. 
They  refused  to  do  so  but  told  me  afterwards  in 
the  lobby  of  the  Legislature  that  was  exactly  what 
Otis  Hood  was  waiting  for,  to  be  ruled  out  so  he 
could  holler  that  free  speech  no  longer  prevailed  in 
the  legislative  halls  of  Massachusetts.  I  do  not  care 
what  papers  support  him.  I  claim  they  are  hostile 
witnesses  and  do  not  come  in  to  help  but  to  hinder 
us.  I  cannot  think  any  member  of  the  Body, 
present  or  absent  at  this  moment,  who  would 
not  support  a  motion  that  such  a  witness  be  called 
an  unreliable  witness  of  no  credibility,  a  repre- 
sentative of  a  political  philosophy  that  was  en-. 
tirely  negative  to  our  democratic  philosophy.  I 
only  hope  that  this  order  takes  its  first  reading 
and  within  fourteen  days  its  second  reading.  It  is 
one  of  the  best  yet  presented  to  the  Council. 

Coun.  COFFEY— Mr.  President,  speaking 
briefly  and  continuing  along  the  line  of  the  coun- 
cilor who  just  took  his  seat,  I  can  say  to  the  older 
members,  we  voted  for  housing  back  in  1939.  We 
voted  for  housing  in  1940.  We  voted  for  housing 
in  1944.  The  houses  or  projects  at  that  time  were 
not  erected.  It  was  no  fault  of  ours.  We  did 
our  part.  This  year  there  has  been  common  talk 
for  the  entire  year  among  the  twenty-two  members 
that  something  should  be  done  about  housing. 
We  know  that  we  are  the  first  city  taking  any 
stand  to  do  something  about  housing.  Talking 
along  the  lines  of  Councilor  Kinsella,  I  cannot 
help  mentioning  the  fact  that  a  month  ago  today 
I  had  two  people  come  to  me  in  the  Chamber  and 
ask   me   to   attend   a   meeting   that   night  in   the 


Central  Square  Center  in  East  Boston.  The 
meeting  was  to  be  conducted  by  the  American 
Veterans'  Committee.  When  I  attended  the 
meeting  there  was  a  young  fellow  there  who  said 
he  lived  in  East  Boston  and  represented  the  East 
Boston  chapter.  I  took  him  to  task.  Finally  he 
gave  his  correct  address  as  Revere,  Massachusetts. 
A  veteran  of  both  World  Wars,  I  asked  Mr.  Bigelow 
where  he  was  born  and  where  he  was  living  at  the 
present  time.  He  said  he  was  born  in  Brookline 
and  now  lived  in  Hanover.  Mr.  Bigelow  was 
allowed  to  talk  with  two  or  three  others  of  the 
American  Veterans'  Committee.  That  night  they 
called  themselves  the  American  Veterans  Citizens' 
Committee.  That  is  the  title  they  want  to  be 
known  as.  They  went  on  to  make  a  vicious 
attack  on  the  members  of  the  Boston  City  Council 
for  doing  nothing  about  housing.  Then  they 
asked  that  questions  be  asked  from  the  floor. 
Before  any  questions  were  asked,  I  broke  up  the 
meeting  and  decided  I  was  going  to  do  the  talking. 
I  did  that.  I  attacked  Mr.  Bigelow.  What  got 
his  goat  was  the  fact  I  mentioned  I  never  heard 
of  the  American  Veterans'  Committee.  I  made 
the  statement  I  knew  more  veterans  than  he  ever 
would  know.  He  doubted  the  statement  and 
asked  me  why  I  made  it.  I  said  I  had  been  a 
veteran  twenty-five  years.  I  belonged  to  the 
outstanding  veterans'  organizations  throughout 
the  war.  Mr.  Bigelow  had  nothing  in  mind  that 
night  but  a  membership  drive.  That  is  all  he 
wanted.  They  have  an  office  at  295  Washington 
street.  When  he  came  in  to  the  meeting  that  day 
he  said  we  were  three  quarters  of  an  hour  late. 
We  told  him  Councilor  Madden,  the  chairman 
of  the  Committee  on  Finance,  decider!  to  call  the 
meeting  an  hour  earlier  so  that  if  possible  every- 
body would  have  a  chance  to  go  on  talking.  Mr. 
Bigelow  did  not  mention'the  fact  I  had  an  appoint- 
ment with  him  a  week  ago  today  to  meet  the 
members  here  of  the  Committee  on  Veterans' 
Housing.  Mr.  Bigelow  did  not  show  up  or  did 
not  even  bother  to  make  a  telephone  call  to  tell 
me  he  could  not  keep  the  appointment.  He 
just  did  not  show  up.  It  was  I  who  asked  Mr. 
Bigelow  where  he  lived.  He  said  "Hanover."  I 
said,  "Have  you  done  anything  about  veterans' 
housing  in  Hanover?"  He  said,  "No."  Coun- 
cilor Kinsella  says  he  gives  him  credit  for  being 
honest.  He  had  to  be.  I  went  to  Hanover  and 
checked  to  see  whether  Mr.  Bigelow  did  anything. 
I  found  out  he  did  not  do  anything.  He  was  in 
Boston  for  no  other  reason  than  the  hope  of 
getting  members  for  that  organization.  In  closing 
I  want  to  make  this  statement.  We  can  forget  the 
American  Veterans'  Committee.  They  are  all  for 
veterans,  so  they  say.  I  want  you  councilors  to 
digest  this,  that  the  American  Veterans'  Com- 
mittee went  on  record  opposing  any  bonus  for  the 
veterans. 

Coun.  RUSSO — Mr.  President,  of  course  I  am 
wholeheartedly  in  accord  with  this  loan  order,  not 
only  because  we  are  doing  something  for  the 
veterans  which  they  are  entitled  to,  but  also 
I  realize  anything  we  do  for  the  veterans  we  are 
doing  ,also  for  the  non-veterans.  I  believe, 
directly  or  indirectly,  every  home  will  be  affected 
by  it,  either  their  children  or  some  relative  who 
is  a  veteran.  I  also  realize,  Mr.  President,  perhaps 
more  than  any  other  councilor  seated  here  today 
that  my  district  which  comprises  the  North,  West 
and  South  Ends  of  Boston  may  be  the  one  district- 
that  may  get  less  than  the  rest  of  the  other  sections. 
It  is  not  that  I  do  not  welcome  one  and  two- 
family  homes  in  my  district,  but  I  believe  the 
same  thing  will  happen  that  happened  so  far  as 
Federal  housing  is  concerned.  When  I  asked  Mr. 
Nichols,  the  state  chairman  on  housing,  when  the 
Federal  act  was  enacted  in  so  far  as  housing  was 
concerned,  I  believe  it  was  sections  such  as  I  am 
confronted  with  that  were  pictured  before  the 
Committee  on  Housing.  I  admire  Mr.  Nichols 
for  his  sincerity  when  he  said  he  recognised 
vividly  at  the  time  that  the  North  and  West  End 
sections  of  Boston  were  the  most  congested 
sections  in  so  far  as  housing  was  concerned.  Still 
up  to  this  day  the  North,  West  and  South  Ends 
of  Boston  which  I  represent  have  been  unable 
to  improve  their  housing  conditions.  May  I 
perhaps  give  a  little  advice  to  his  Honor  the 
Mayor?  As  Mr.  Nichols  outlined  in  his  letter 
sent, to  the  chairman  of  the  Finance  Committee 
in  care  of  this  Body,  that  the  Wagner-Ellender- 
Taft  bill  might  be  the  one  law  that  might  erect 
houses  and  cure  the  situation  that  exists  in  my 
district,  or  at  least  try  to  improve  the  housing 
conditions.     His    Honor    the    Mayor    is    still    the 
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Congressman  of  our  district.  He  has  been  so  tor 
four  years.  1  do  hope  he  will  do  something 
before  his  termination  of  office  in  order  to  see 
that  a  bill  goes  through  Washington,  thai  Congress 
will  pass  Bnd  which  will  be  approved  by  the 
President  of  the  United  Stairs.  May  I  also 
give  a  little  warning  to  the  Housing  Authority. 
I  believe  some  of  this  money  could  be  utilized 
in  illy  district.  We  "ill  welcome  one  anil  two- 
family  structures  for  these  veterans  because  we 
must  also  realize  many  a  boy  and  girl  who  has 
served  in  the  United  States  armed  forces  comes 
Ft  in  iL, ii  particular  section.  It  is  the  place  where 
they  were  born  and  have  lived.  They  will  try  to 
continue  to  live  there,  (live  them  a  better 
opportunity  to  improve  their  bousing  conditions. 
I  .'.in  i-iiM  ..mi  that  not  only,  the  people  of  the 
section  of  the  North,  West  and  South  Ends  will 
remain  in  Boston,  but  all  the  people  throughout 
the  entire  City  of  Boston  will  remain  in  Boston, 
work  in  Boston  and  see  that  Boston  will  be  a 
better  place  to  live  in.  They  should  not  have  to 
go  to  the  suburbs  of  Boston  in  order  to  seek 
housing  and  better  housing  conditions,  i  am 
heartily  in  favor  of  this  bill.  I  hope  it  will  receive 
a  second  reading  and  be  signed  by  his  Honor 
the  Mayor.  I  hope  his  Honor  the  Mayor  will 
not.  be  touchy  and  jealous,  perhaps,  by  saying 
that  on  account  of  this  gentleman  originating 
in  the  City  Council  this  order  which  is  before 
us  he  will  not  sign  it.  I  hope  he  will  be  bigger 
than  what  I  think  he  is.  As  Councilor  Linehan 
stated,  he  has  heard  rumors  the  Mayor  will  not 
sign  the  bill.  The  only  thing  I  can  attribute 
that  to,  if  he  does  not,  is  his  being  a  little  too 
small  because  he  has  not  sent  a  loan  order  to  the 
Council  long  before  this  time.  I  do  hope  sincerely 
it  will  receive  its  first  and  second  reading  and 
finally  be  signed  by  his  Honor  the  Mayor  so  that 
the  housing  conditions  will  be  improved  in  the 
City  of  Boston.  Our  boys  and  girls  gave  their 
all  for  us.     The  least  we  can  give  them  is  this. 

Coun.  MORIARTY— Mr.  President,  may  I 
hear  the  order  read  with  the  suggested  deletions? 

(The  clerk  read  the  order.) 


Coun.  BRYAN  in  the  chair. 

Coun.  LINEHAN — Mr.  Chairman,  I  hope  this 
is  my  concluding  speech  this  year  in  regard  to 
housing  for  veterans.  I  have  made  enough  of 
them  this  year.  May  I  conclude  by  saying  I 
can  sincerely  say  there  is  no  veterans'  organiza- 
tion in  this  city  that  actually  did  much  work 
toward  backing  me.  They  did  absolutely  nothing 
to  ask  me  to  file  the  order  we  are  considering. 
It  is  a  result  of  a  long  drawn-out  fight  throughout 
the  year  in  which  every  councilor  cooperated  100 
per  cent  with  me.  You  can  rest  assured  nobody 
in  the  executive  chamber  is  any  more  responsible 
for  getting  this  in  for  a  first  reading  than  the 
councilors.  I  knew  every  councilor  in  the  Com- 
mittee on  Finance  would  vote  unanimously  for 
it  even  if  nobody  showed  up  at  the  hearing  other 
than  myself.  Every  councilor  knows  the  problem 
of  the  veteran  and  his  family  in  regard  to  housing. 
We  do  not  need  any  specialists  and  experts. 
We  are  all  experts  in  regard  to  the  need  for  hous- 
ing. We  get  it  day  in  and  day  out  from  veterans 
and  their  families.  May  I  say  if  the  veterans 
of  this  war  benefit  under  this  loan  order — and 
I  hope  they  do — it  is  all  due  to  the  twenty-two 
councilors  now  sitting  in  this  Chamber. 

Coun.  HANNON — Mr.  Chairman,  may  I  ask 
the  gentleman  who  introduced  the  amendment 
the  purpose  of  the  deletions? 

Coun.  LINEHAN — Mr.  Chairman,  checking  on 
the  law,  chapter  372,  Acts  of  1940,  the  sole  agent 
for  the  City  of  Boston  will  be  the  Boston  Housing 
Authority,  or  in  any  city  the  housing  authority 
if  it  exists.  It.  docs  not  include  any  other  city 
official.-..  Rather  than  take  a  chance  on  having 
it  killed  because  it  could  be  construed  as  a  defect 
against  the  statute,  I  have  asked  to  have  it  deleted. 

The  question  came  on  the  adoption  of  the 
amendment,  and  the  motion  carried.  The  question 
came  on  giving  the  order  its  first  reading. 

Coun.  HANNON— Mr.  Chairman,  I  think  I 
can  tell  the  members  of  the  Council  this  is  one  of 
I  ordi  -  I  have  seen  introduced  here,  not 
only  this  year,  but  for  years.  In  my  mind  the 
ituation  is  the  pre-eminent  situation 
facim  in  public  life.     When  these  matters 

come  up  before  us,  I  like  to  be  just  as  fair  on  them 
as  I  do  on  matters  that  come  to  tie  from  the 
Mayor's    office.     I    resent    very    much    anybody 


saying  to  us  when  a  loan  order  comes  up  we  will 
not  approve  it.  I  think  all  the  other  councilors  do. 
If  we  act  that  way,  why  don't  we  act  the  same  way 
when  the  shoe  is  on  the  other  foot?  In  putting 
through  this  loan  order,  why  not  be  fair  enough 
about  it?  Let  us  approve  it  and  not  prejudge 
anybody,  regardless  of  the  position  he  holds.  I 
have  more  confidence  in  the  Mayor  than  many 
of  the  members  here.  I  would  resent  it  very  much 
if  he  doubted  my  confidence  in  approving  some 
matter  he  forwarded  up  here  for  approval.  I  use 
my  own  judgment.  I  respect  his.  I  think  we 
should  have  respect  enough  for  him.  Never  mind 
personal  animosity.  Never  mind  what  we  think 
of  him  personally.  We  are  putting  it  through. 
Let  us  be  fair  enough  and  have  faith  enough  in 
him  that  he  will  follow  the  dictates  of  his  own 
conscience  and  his  own  best  judgment. 

Coun.  KINSELLA— Mr.  Chairman,  I  do  not 
want  to  put  myself  out  as  a  prophet.  Personally 
in  order  to  offer  certain  assurances  of  hope,  I  would 
like  to  guess  the  Mayor  will  be  delighted  to  get  it. 
I  do  not  think  ho  would  dare  ask  for  it  on  his  own 
initiative.  There  is  .55,000,000  for  off-street  park- 
ing. He  has  got  8$  million  for  the  East  Boston 
extension  of  the  rapid  transit.  There  was  $500,000 
for  emergency  veterans'  housing.  There  was 
84,000,000  on  the  sewer  and  the  Fire  Department 
loan.  I  think  it  might  be  safe  to  make  a  shrewd 
guess  he  is  delighted  that  it  was  instituted  up  here. 
I  do  not  believe  he  would  dare  ask  for  .$10,000,000 
on  top  of  what  he  has  and  what  is  pending,  and  all 
of  it  on  top  of  a  850,000,000  budget.  While  that 
is  not  any  criticism  of  anything  said  about  the 
Mayor,  it  is  a  shrewd  guess  that  he  will  be  delighted 
to  have  it.     That  is  my  opinion. 

Coun.  CAREY — Mr.  Chairman,  just  one  word 
which  I  would  like  to  add.  During  the  lapse  of 
time  necessary  for  the  first  and  second  reading  of 
this  order,  an  opportunity  will  be  provided  for  the 
members  of  the  Boston  Housing  Authority,  par- 
ticularly the  chairman,  to  appear  before  the  Body 
and  give  us  some  idea  of  what  effort  is  going  to  be 
carried  out  by  that  Body  to  bring  this  actually  into 
being.  I  am  confident  the  Mayor  will  lose  no  time 
in  signing  this  once  it  reaches  his  desk.  Let  it  not 
be  one  of  those  orders  that  finds  delay  in  its  path. 
We  have  been  deceived  enough  since  the  first 
veteran  returned  home  approximately  two  years 
ago  to  find  a  housing  shortage.  Most  of  these 
veterans  now  have  families.  They  are  living  with 
their  in-laws,  so  to  speak.  They  must  be  taken 
care  of.  The  actual  proceeding  with  the  eon- ' 
struction  of  these  units  cannot  be  done  quickly 
enough.  It  might  be  well  if  at  the  next  meeting 
of  the  Council  Chairman  Carroll  was  invited  to 
appear  before  the  Executive  Committee  in  order 
that  he  might  get  first  hand  from  the  members  of 
the  Council  their  desire  to  have  this  construction 
started  and  speeded  as  quickly  as  possible.  I 
trust,  therefore,  the  chairman  of  the  Housing 
Authority  will  be  asked  to  come  before  the  Council 
at  the  next  meeting  in  order  that  he  might  be  given 
some  idea  as  to  when  this  housing  matter  will  get 
going,  and  houses  will  be  constructed. 

The  question  came  on  the  passage  of  the  order, 
and  the  order  was  given  its  first  reading  and 
passage,  yeas  22,  nays  0: 

Yeas — Councilors  Bayley,  Bryan,  Cantwell, 
Carey,  Chase,  Coffey,  Cook,  Fish,  Hannon,  Hurley, 
Keenan,  Kelly,  Kinsella,  Lane,  Linehan,  Madden, 
McCormack,  Moriarty,  Muchnick,  Russo,  Seannell, 
Sullivan— 22. 

Nays— 0. 

The  order  will  take  its  second  reading  and 
passage  in  not  less  than  fourteen  days. 


REPORT  OF  COMMITTEE  ON  CONSTABLES 
AND    CONFIRMATIONS. 

Coun.  BRYAN,  for  the  Committee  on  Constables 
and  Confirmations,  submitted  the  following: 

Report  on  appointments  (referred  September 
23)  as  constables  for  term  ending  April  30,  1947, 
authorized  to  serve  civil  process  upon  filing  of 
bond,  of  Bernard  Joseph  Duffy,  721  East  Second 
street,  South  Boston,  and  Rudolph  L.  Trent, 
34  Highland  street,  Roxbury  —  recommending  that 
said  appointments  be  confirmed. 

Report  on  appointments  (referred  September 
23)  as  Weighers  of  Coal  for  term  ending  April  30, 
1947,  of  Albert  R.  Petrillo,  970  Columbus  avenue, 
Roxbury;  Helen  V.  Brine,  0  Mt.  Hope  street, 
Roslindale;    Adele     Levitt,     032     Morton    street, 
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Dorchester  (with  Central  Fuel  Company,  999 
Columbus  avenue,  Roxbury)  —  recommending 
that  said  appointments  be  confirmed. 

The  report  was  accepted,  and  the  question  came 
on  confirmation.  Committee,  Councilors  Carey 
and  Hannon,  and  the  appointments  were  con- 
firmed, yeas  18,  nays  0. 


REPORT  OF  COMMITTEE  ON  LICENSES. 

Coun.  SCANNELL,  for  the  Committee  on 
Licenses,  submitted  the  following: 

Report  on  petition  of  Eastern  Massachusetts 
Street  Railway  Company  (referred  September  9 
and  recommitted  September  23)  to  operate  five 
motor  buses  from  Mattapan  square  to  Park 
square  —  recommending  that  permit  be  granted. 

Report  accepted;  said  license  granted. 


NEW  BATHING  BEACH,  EAST  BOSTON. 

Coun.  COFFEY  offered  the  following: 

Ordered,  That  his  Honor  the  Mayor  be  requested 
to  inform  the  City  Council  as  to  what  progress, 
if  any,  has  been  made  with  reference  to  the  recent 
meeting  held  in  the  Mayor's  office  in  regard  to 
providing  the  residents  of  East  Boston  with  a 
new  bathing  beach  to  replace  Wood  Island  Park 
which  was  taken  away  during  the  expansion  of 
the  airport. 

Coun.  COFFEY— Mr.  President,  about  six 
weeks  ago  we  had  a  meeting  in  the  Mayor's  office. 
We  had  the  Public  Works  Commissioner  there. 
We  had  members  of  the  Planning  Board  from  the 
state  and  city,  ^t  that  time  it  was  agreed  that 
plans  would  be  drawn  immediately  for  an  inland 
bathing  beach  behind  the  General  Electric  Com- 
pany on  Porter  street,  East  Boston,  which  runs 
parallel  with  the  airport,  and  also  a  bathing  beach 
in  the  Orient  Heights  section.  From  information 
I  have  received  nothing  has  been  done  on  the  plan 
as  yet.  No  information  has  been  received  from 
the  Mayor's  office  as  to  what  has  been  done  or 
what  he  intends  to  do.  We  want  to  know  when 
they  are  going  to  give  us  the  bathing  beach  and 
the  ball  parks  they  have  promised  us  for  the  past 
three  years.  The  expansion  of  the  airport  is  still 
going  on.  We  have  300  trucks  running  cheir 
Diesel  engines  twenty-four  hours  a  day.  One  of 
them  completely  demolished  a  taxicab  the  other 
night.  Nobodj  was  seriously  injured.  Still  the 
expansion  of  the  airport  goes  on  twenty-four  hours 
a  day.  Fill  is  being  brought  in  from  Peabody  and 
Governor's  Island,  and  parts  of  Wood  Island  Park 
which  they  are  tearing  down.  No  plan  is  made. 
Nothing  has  been  done  about  the  bathing  beaches 
we  so  urgently  need  in  East  Boston.  As  I  have 
been  saying  here  for  the  past  six  years,  we  are 
completely  surrounded  by  water  and  we  have  not 
a  bathing  beach.  I  hope  some  action  is  taken  to 
have  the  Mayor  get  in  touch  with  the  Public 
Works  Commissioner,  the  state  and  city  planning 
boards,  and  give  us  some  action  over  there.  Let 
us  have  this  order  passed,  and  the  beaches  started 
so  that  we  will  have  them  for  next  summer. 

The  order  was  passed  under  suspension  of  the 
rule. 


POLICE  ASSIGNED  TO  SUFFOLK  DOWNS. 

Coun.  COFFEY  offered  the  following: 
Ordered,  That  the  Police  Commissioner  of  the 
City  of  Boston  be  requested,  through  his  Honor 
the  Mayor,  to  inform  the  City  Council  as  to  how 
many  police  officers  are  assigned  to  Suffolk  Downs 
to  combat  gambling  within  the  track  confines. 

Coun.  COFFEY — Mr.  President,  I  read  in  one 
of  the  Sunday  papers  of  Boston  that  there  is  going 
to  be  a  concerted  drive  on  gambling  at  Suffolk 
Downs.  I  thought  it  was  a  gambling  place. 
They  are  going  to  drive  all  the  bookies  out  of 
Suffolk  Downs.  I  would  like  to  know  how  many 
police  officers  are  going  to  be  assigned  from  Boston 
to  stop  the  bookies  from  operating.  We  know,  at 
least  I  know,  coming  from  the  district  in  which 
the  race  track  is  located,  the  bookies  will  never  be 
stopped.  We  have  a  police  captain  in  East 
Boston  who  goes  to  Suffolk  Downs  for  sixty  racing 
days  a  year.  I  do  not  approve  it.  It  leaves  our 
district  without  a  police  captain.  I  do  not  like 
that.  I  had  this  order  drawn  about  quarter  past 
twelve  today,  long  before  the  Police  Commissioner 
saw  fit  to  make  an  attack  on  one  of  the  members 


of  the  Body.  As  you  recall,  for  the  past  eight 
years  that  I  have  been  here,  I  have  never  let  any- 
body make  an  attack  on  any  member  of  the  City 
Council.  This  is  not  the  first  time  I  have  taken 
the  floor  when  anybody  who  was  one  of  our 
invited  guests  made  an  attack  upon  a  councilor. 
Today  the  Police  Commissioner  talked  out  of 
turn.  In  my  opinion,  he  has  been  talking  out  of 
turn  for  the  fifty  years  that  he  has  been  on  the 
public  pay  roll.  I  say  that  the  police  officers 
down  at  Suffolk  Downs  would  oo  a  better  job  if 
they  were  taken  from  Suffolk  Downs.  Let  Suffolk 
Downs  hire  their  own  policemen  and  put  policemen 
at  the  intersections  throughout  the  entire  City  of 
Boston  to  protect  our  children  going  and  coming 
from  school  four  times  a  day.  They  would  do  a 
better  job  if  they  safeguarded  one  child  from  being 
injured  in  the  sixty  days  that  Suffolk  Downs  is 
operating.  I  want  to  ask  the  Police  Commissioner, 
if  he  is  here,  why  keep  the  police  officers  at  Suffolk 
Downs,  why  not  keep  them  right  here  in  Boston? 
I  would  like  to  know  for  one  thing  why  all  these 
policemen  are  going  to  stop  the  bookies  from 
operating.  The  Police  Commissioner  knows  as 
well  as  I  the  bookies  are  operating  all  over  the 
city.  One  thing  that  has  burned  me  up  very 
much  in  the  past  few  months  is  the  fact  there  is 
one  pool  raffling  off  eight  automobiles  each  week. 
Everybody  here  in  the  City  of  Boston  is  begging 
to  get  an  automobile,  even  if  they  have  to  pay  the 
table,  which  they  have  to  do  to  get  it.  They  are 
begging  for  them.  I  say  the  Police  Commissioner 
is  aiding  and  abetting  those  racketeers  running 
this  pool  raffling  off  eight  automobiles  and  $10,000 
every  week,  fifty-two  weeks  of  the  year,  right  under 
the  nose  of  the  Police  Commissioner.  I  say  it  is 
his  job  to  take  the  policemen  away  from  Suffolk 
Downs.  Let  them  hire  their  own  officers.  Bring 
,  them  to  Boston.  If  he  cannot  stop  that  pool  from 
operating,  he  can  find  out  from  the  automobile 
owners  why  these  racketeers  are  able  to  get  eight 
cars  a  week  to  raffle  off  throughout  the  City  of 
Boston  while  hundreds  of  thousands  in  the  City  of 
Boston  are  begging  to  get  an  automobile  at  any 
price.  We  know  that  pool  is  operating.  You  can 
bet  your  bottom  dollar  that  the  Police  Com- 
missioner knows  it  is  operating.  I  say  the  Police 
Commissioner  should  take  chose  policemen  away 
from  Suffolk  Downs.  Let  them  hire  their  own 
police  guards,  swear  them  in  as  special  officers, 
and  bring  them  into  Boston.  He  cannot  stop 
gambling  It  does  not  seem  as  though  he  can 
stop  the  pool  operating  and  raffling  off  eight  cars  a 
week  There  is  something  that  should  be  more 
seriously  considered,  and  that  is  the  safeguarding 
of  children  going  and  coming  to  school.  That  is 
where  we  need  the  police  officers,  and  not  at 
Suffolk  Downs. 

The  order  was  passed  under  suspension  of  the 
rule. 


ONE   DAY  OFF  IN  SIX  TO   MEMBERS  OF 
POLICE  FORCE. 

Coun.  COFFEY  offered  the  following: 
Ordered,  That  the  Police  Commissioner  of  the 
City  of  Boston  be  requested,  through  his  Honor 
the  Mayor,  to  consider  the  advisability  of  grant- 
ing one  day  off  in  six  to  members  of  the  Boston 
Police  Force. 


President  KELLY  in  the  chair. 


Coun.  COFFEY— Mr.  President,  all  I  want  to 
say  is  this.  The  Police  Commissioner  himself  said 
at  a  hearing  before  a  legislative  body  that  his  Police 
Department  was  undermanned.  That  is  the  only 
reason  he  was  opposing  a  day  off  in  six.  Now  the 
Police  Department  have  more  policemen  today 
than  they  have  ever  had  in  the  history  of  the  city 
according  to  the  Police  Commissioner's  own  state- 
ment. It  is  high  time  to  step  in.  He  claims  he  is 
a  friend  of  the  officers.  Let  him  step  in  and  give 
them  a  day  off  in  six. 

The  order  was  passed  under  suspension  of  the 
rule. 


REPLACING  OF  GAS  LIGHTS, 
CHARLESTOWN. 

Coun.  KINSELLA  offered  the  following: 
Ordered,    That    his    Honor    the    Mayor    be    re- 
quested  to  instruct  the  Public   Works    Commis- 
sioner  to   order   the   Street   Lighting   Division   of 
the  Public  Works  Department  to  replace  the  gas 
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light  in  front  of  No.  45  Sever  street,  Charles- 
town,  with  an  electric  light  .standard  and  light, 
also  to  replace  with  an  electric  light  the  gas  light 
now  located  on  Haverhill  street  opposite  the 
head  of  Sever  street,  Charlestown,  Ward  2,  Boston. 

Conn.  KIN'SKl.l.A  Mr.  Chairman,  this  is  just 
a  start  to  removing  the  gas  lights  that  do  not  throw 
a  plow  five  feet  from  the  globes.  The  newspapers 
said  recently  the  city  bought  something  like 
$266,000  interest  in  a  private  street  lighting  con- 
cern, with  the  primary  object  of  changing  over 
all  of  the  gas  lights  on  the  streets  to  electric  light 
standards  in  a  much  shorter  time  than  the  old 
contractor  could  do  it.  I  hope  when  they  start 
the  change  they  will  start  with  the  hack  alley 
sections  of  Boston  where  they  never  have  hail 
adequate  lighting  in  years. 

The  order  was  passed  under  suspension  of  the 
rule. 


USE   OF   LOCAL   SCHOOL   BUILDINGS. 

Coun.  BRYAN  offered  the  following: 

Ordered,  That  the  School  Committee  be  re- 
quested, through  his  Honor  the  Mayor,  to  con- 
tinue the  former  practise  of  using  local  school 
buildings  for  extended  use  of  public  schools  rather 
than  compelling  local  organizations  to  use  school 
buildings  remote  from  local  activities. 

Coun.  BRYAN — Mr.  President,  I  was  amazed 
to  find  out  over  the  week  end  that  the  School  Com- 
mittee had  issued  an  order  that  the  local  organi- 
zation using  the  local  schools  in  the  communities 
must  now  go  to  a  school  center  and  hold  their 
organization  meetings  there.  The  school  center 
is  in  another  ward.  The  300  members  of  one 
organization  would  have  to  go  four  or  Sve  miles. 
to  attend  a  meeting  if  they  held  it  in  this  particular 
school.  I  think  it  is  unwise  and  unjust  to  ask  the 
people,  the  taxpayers  of  the  City  of  Boston,  who 
have  paid  their  money  to  build  these  schools,  to 
deny  them  the  right  to  hold  organization  meetings 
in  the  schools.  Some  of  these  organizations  have 
been  meeting  for  fifteen  years.  They  get  notice 
now  after  having  one  meeting  and  having  their 
literature  all  printed  for  this  term,  in  this  season, 
that  they  cannot  hold  meetings  at  these  various 
schools.  I  hope  the  Mayor  will  contact  the  School 
Committee.  I  also  wish  that  a  letter  be  sent  each 
member  of  the  School  Committee  so  we  might 
have  immediate  action  on  this. 

The  order  was  passed  under  suspension  of  the 
rule,  a  copy  of  the  order  to  be  sent  all  members  of 
the  Boston  School  Committee. 


ACCEPTANCE   OF  PERLE   STREET, 
BRIGHTON. 

Coun.  MADDEN  offered  the  following: 
Ordered,  That  the  Board  of  Street  Commissioners 
be  requested,   through   his  Honor  the   Mayor,   to 
accept   and   lay   out  Perle  street,   Brighton,   as  a 
public  way. 

Passed  under  suspension  of  the  rule. 


ROPING    OFF    BALL    FIELD,    BOSTON 
COMMON,  OCTOBER  6. 

Coun.  BAYLEY  offered  the  following: 
Ordered,  That  the  City  Messenger  be,  and 
hereby  is,  authorized  to  rope  off  the  ball  field  on 
Boston  Common,  on  Sunday,  October  6,  1946,  for 
the  Annual  Fire  Prevention  Week,  the  expense  of 
same  to  be  charged  to  the  appropriation  for  Flags, 
Ropes  and  Stakes. 

Pa   -ed  under  suspension  of  the  rule. 


PAYMENT   TO    INOCENTIA    F.    MAGUIRE. 

<"oun.  BAYLEY  offered  the  following: 
Ordered,  That  chapter  316  of  the  Acts  of  1946, 
entitled  "An  Act  Authorizing  the  City  of  Boston 
n,  Pay  :<  Sum  of  Money  to  Inocentia  F.  Maguire 
tor  Injuries  Sustained  by  Her  at  the  Brighton  High 
School  in  Said  City,"  be,  and  hereby  is,  accepted. 
Passed  under  suspension  of  the  rule. 


MOTION  TO  GO  INTO  EXECUTIVE  SESSION. 

Coun.  HURLEY— Mr.  President,  I  make  a 
motion  that  we  have  our  Executive  Session  in  the 
Chamber  here.  I  think  it  will  help  to  make  the 
proceeding  move  along  faster.  I  make  a  motion 
we  hold  our  Executive  Session  in  the  Council 
Chamber. 

Coun.  HANNON— Mr.  President,  I  would  like 
to  amend  that  and  say  that  we  go  into  Executive 
next  Thursday. 

President  KELLY— At  what  time? 

Coun.  HANNON — Whatever  time  is  con- 
venient.    I  would  suggest  half  past  eleven. 

Coun.  BAYLEY— Mr  President,  I  think  we 
should  go  into  Executive  Session  and  we  should 
finish  our  business  this  Monday  or  go  into  it  next 
Monday.  Some  of  us  may  not  be  here  on  Thursday 
due  to  an  important  event  elsewhere.  I  hope  this 
amendment  may  not  prevail  so  that  I  may  be 
present  at  the  Executive  Session. 

The  question  came  on  the  amendment,  on 
having  the  Executive  Session  on  Thursday  at 
11.30  a.  m.,  and  the  motion  was  defeated. 
Councilor  Hannon  doubted  the  vote  and  asked  for 
a  roll  call.  A  sufficient  number  of  councilors 
having  supported  him,  the  clerk  called  the  roll. 
The  motion  was  defeated,  yeas  7,  nays  11: 

Yeas — Councilors  Bryan,  Hannon,  Keenan, 
Linehan,  Moriarty,  Russo,  Scannell — 7. 

Nays — Councilors  Bayley,  Cantwell,  Carey, 
Chase,  Coffey,  Hurley,  Kelly,  Lane,  Madden, 
McCormack,  Muchnick — 11. 

The  question  came  on  holding  an  Executive 
Session  in  the  Council  Chamber,  and  the  motion 
was  not  carried.  Councilor  Keenan  doubted  t.he 
vote  and  asked  for  a  roll  call.  A  sufficient  number 
of  councilors  having  supported  him,  the  clerk 
called  the  roll,  and  the  motion  carried,  yeas  12, 
nays  5  (Councilor  Bayley  changing  his  vote  from 
"Present"  to  "Yes"  upon  the  completion  of  the 
roll  call) : 

Yeas — Councilors  Bayley,  Carey,  Coffey,  Fish, 
Hurley,  Kelly,  Kinsella,  Lane,  McCormack, 
Moriarty,  Muchnick,  Scannell — 12. 

Nays — Councilors  Chase,  Keenan,  Linehan, 
Russo,  Sullivan — 5. 


ABATEMENT    ON     LITTLE    BUILDING 
VALUATION. 

Coun.  CHASE  and  BAYLEY  offered  the 
following: 

Whereas,  The  commercial  and  business  proper- 
ties of  downtown  Boston  were  increased  by  millions 
of   dollars   this   year;   and, 

Whereas,  The  Boston  Board  of  Assessors  not- 
withstanding this  general  increase  in  assessed 
valuations  gave  a  million-dollar  abatement  on  the 
assessed  valuation  of  the  Little  Building  recently; 
therefore,  be  it 

Resolved,  That  the  Boston  City  Council  in 
regular  meeting  assembled  respectfully  requests 
the  Boston  Finance  Commission  to  inquire  into  the 
reason  why  this  million-dollar  abatement  was 
granted  by  the  Board  of  Assessors  and  other 
downtown   properties   increased. 

Coun.  CHASE — Mr.  President,  there  is  no 
doubt 

Coun.  KINSELLA— Mr.  President,  a  point' of 
order.  Since  this  instrument  was  filed,  should 
it  not  be  referred  without  debate  to  Rules? 

President  KELLY — Is  it  your  point  of  order 
that  it  has  not  anything  to  do  with  the  City  of 
Boston  or  that  it  is  a  resolution? 

Coun.  KINSELLA — It  is  a  resolution  designed 
to  express  an  opinion  even  though  it  calls  for  a 
probe.  The  rule  says  all  expressions  of  opinion 
that  come  in  as  resolutions  must  go  to  Rules. 

President  KELLY — The  rule  says  that  only 
when  it  has  nothing  to  do  with  the  affairs  of  the 
City  of  Boston  it  shall  be  sent  to  Rules. 

Coun.  KINSELLA— I  am  not  challenging  his 
right  to  criticize  a  thing.  I  suggest  he  put  it  in 
in  the  form  of  an  order  asking  that  the  Mayor  do 
something  directly  about  it,  and  then  I  think  it 
would  be  inherent  if  it  is  a  resolve  under  the 
rule  it  should  go  to  Rules.  I  think  the  Chair  will 
agree  with  me. 

President  KELLY— The  Chair  will  rule  the 
resolution  is  in  order. 

Coun.  CHASE — Mr.  President,  in  my  opinion 
there  is  no  doubt  that  most  of  the  members,  if 
not  all,  recall  that  not  so  long  ago  when  the  news- 
papers published  the  fact  that  all  commercial  and 
business   properties   in   the   downtown   area   were 
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increased  by  millions  of  dollars,  the  authorities 
who  were  responsible  for  this  increased  assess- 
ment of  values  contended  that  they  were  doing 
so  because  these  properties  were  under-assessed. 
Now,  Mr.  President,  the  Little  Building  was  one 
of  the  properties  which  I  have  just  mentioned  that 
received  an  increase  in  its  assessed  valuation. 
Lo  and  behold,  a  few  months  later  the  Boston 
Board  of  Assessors  saw  fit  to  grant  one  million- 
dollar  abatement  to  the  owners  of  the  Little 
Building. 

Coun.  MUCHNICK— Mr.  President. 

President  KELLY — For  what  purpose  does  the 
gentleman  rise? 

Coun.  MUCHNICK— Would  the  gentleman 
yield  for  a  question? 

Coun.  CHASE — I  do  not  yield.  Now,  Mr. 
President,  I  do  not  quite  comprehend  how  re- 
sponsible authorities  in  this  matter  can  justify 
their  stand  in  granting  this  one  million-dollar 
abatement  in  view  of  the  fact  they  contended  that 
this  downtown  business  property  was  under- 
assessed and  that  thereby  valuations  for  this 
year  were  increased  on  these  properties  by  millions 
of  dollars.  On  the  one  hand  the  Board  of  Assessors 
says  the  Little  Building  is  over-assessed,  but 
all  the  surrounding  downtown  properties  were 
under-assessed  and  they  should  be  increased 
by  millions  of  dollars.  Now,  Mr.  President, 
there  does  not  seem  to  be  any  rhyme  or  reason 
why  the  Board  of  Assessors  should  pick  out  the 
Little  Building  for  this  tremendous  abatement. 
The  Board  of  Assessors  came  forward  with  some 
sort  of  explanation.  It  does  not  ring  true.  They 
contend  that  they  gave  this  abatement  for  this 
year  because  there  were  pending  before  the  State 
Appellate  Tax  Board  five  petitions  for  abate- 
ment for  five  prior  years.  They  thought  it 
would  be  a  better  bargain  to  give  this  one  million- 
dollar  abatement  because  of  their  fear  that  the 
State  Appellate  Tax  Board  would  grant  the  prior 
five  years'  petitions  for  abatement.  But,  Mr. 
President,  the  one  thing  that  knocks  the  Board 
of  Assessors'  contention  to  pieces  is  the  fact 
that  all  the  other  downtown  properties  were 
increased  by  millions  of  dollars.  Mr.  President, 
a  certain  newspaper  commentator,  not  so  long 
ago,  in  commenting  on  this  assessment,  this 
abatement,  wrote  in  such  a  fashion,  sir,  that 
we  who  serve  in  the  political  life  of  Boston  know 
that  this  smacks  of  something  irregular.  A 
certain  newspaper  commentator  contended  that 
the  owner  of  the  Little  Building  had  on  prior 
occasions  done  business,  or  was  interested  in 
doing  business,  with  the  authorities  to  authorize 
this  abatement.  He  wrote  in  such  a  manner 
that  more  than  one  person  would  say  that  this 
entire  transaction  was  shady.  Now,  sir,  I  do 
not  know  just  what  will  be  done  about  this  proposi- 
tion. I  do  not  know  if  the  Boston  Finance 
Commission  will  make  an  inquiry.  I  do  say 
to  you  that  in  view  of  this  abatement  and  in 
view  of  the  circumstances  surrounding  it  that 
some  one  in  a  governmental  capacity  should 
endeavor  to  straighten  out  the  matter  in  the 
public  eyes.  I  think  that  the  Boston  Finance 
Commission,  a  non-partisan  body,  is  the  correct 
body  to  make  this  inquiry.  I  think  that  the 
Boston  Finance  Commission  in  making  this 
inquiry  will  not  only  determine  the  exact  reasons 
for  its  being  granted  but  by  their  _  report  may 
possibly  come  out  with  material  which  will  pre- 
vent other  large  abatements  of  a  shady  character. 
In  view  of  this  ridiculous  proposition,  in  view 
of  this  $1,000,000  abatement  in  the  face  of  millions 
of  dollars  increased  valuation  of  other  properties,  • 
I  trust,  sir, 

Coun.  COOK — Mr.  President,  a  point  of  order. 
It  seems  to  me  a  resolution  of  this  type  should 
have  been  properly  referred  to  the  Committee 
on  Rules  and  not  brought  before  the  Council 
but  before  that  committee  or  any  other  proper 
committee  which  would  have  a  chance  to  go 
over  it.  I  think  he  is  now  out  of  order  in  speaking 
on  the  order. 

President  KELLY— The  Chair  has  ruled  he  is 
in  order.  After  the  gentleman  gets  through  talk- 
ing, if  any  councilor  wants  to  make  a  motion  it  be 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  Rules,  that  will  be 
in  order. 

Coun.  MORIARTY— Mr.  President,  is  this  an 
order  or  did  I  understand  earlier  it  was  a  resolution? 

President  KELLY — It  is  a  resolution  which  the 
Chair  has  ruled  is  in  order. 

Coun.  CHASE— Mr.  President,  in  view  of  the 
fact  that  the  public  would  like  enlightenment  on 
this  abatement,  I  trust  that  we,  the  elected  officials 


of  the  city  government,  will  see  fit  to  request  the 
proper  authorities  to  inquire  into  it.  I  trust  that 
the  members  of  this  Bodv  will  so  vote. 

Coun.  BAYLEY— Mr.  President,  I  agree  with 
the  distinguished  councilor  from  Ward  4  (Coun- 
cilor Chase).  The  Board  of  Assessors  was  asked 
today  to  appear  at  the  Executive  Committee 
hearing  in  answer  to  an  order  passed  by  the  Coun- 
cil last  week  to  inquire  into  1he  reasons  for  the 
abatement.  The  Board  of  Assessors  was  duly 
notified,  but  did  not  appear.  They  were  notified 
by  letter  or  by  telephone. 

Coun.  COOK— Mr.  President,  will  the  gentle- 
man vield  for  a  question? 

Coun,  BAYLEY— No.  Now,  Mr  President,  I 
believe  the  Board  of  Assessors  should  have  been 
on  hand  to  give  us  adequate  reasons  why  there 
was  a  change  in  the  valuation.  Since  last  week 
I  have  had  the  opportunity  of  looking  over  changes 
in  the  valuations  in  the  district  in  which  the  Little 
Building  is  located.  I  know  that  the  Boston 
Herald-Traveler  Corporation  which  is  nearby 
was  increased  from  $1 ,300,000  to  -$1,500,000.  The 
Hotel  Touraine  was  increased  from  55925,000  to 
$1,100,000.  The  Masonic  Temple  was  increased 
from  $1,200,000  to  .81,500,000.  The  Majestic 
Theatre  Building  was  increased  from  $380,000  to 
$425,000.  The  New  Studio  Building  was  increased 
from  $1,800,000  to  $2,100,000.  I  think  we  have  a 
right  to  know  why  property  which  is  valued  at 
$3,000,000  in  January  and  February  is  suddenly 
valued  at  $2,000,000  in  September,  when  all  the 
surrounding  property  as  shown  by  these  figures 
has  gone  up.  It  seems  to  me  you  show  an  incon- 
sistent valuation.  I  have  a  letter  here  which  I 
will  not  bother  to  read.  In  one  of  our  Boston 
■  papers  it  makes  it  clear  if  the  building  was  worth 
$3,000,000,  why  is  it  worth  only  $2,000,000  in 
August?  If  this  is  the  way  we  are  going  to  have 
assessments  in  Boston,  it  seems  to  me  we  ought 
to  look  into  the  method  of  assessment  we  have 
here  and  make  sure  that  all  are  treated  fairly, 
that  a  33  per  cent  reduction  is  justified  while 
neighboring  properties  have  increased.  Mr.  Pres- 
ident, I  hope  this  resolution  will  pass.  I  hope  the 
Finance  Commission  will  go  into  this  matter. 
Coun.  MUCHNICK— Mr.  President,  will  the 
gentleman  vield  for  a  question? 

Coun.  BAYLEY— Not  at  this  time. 
Coun.  MUCHNICKTWill  he  inform  me  when 
he  will  yield  for  a  question? 

Coun.  BAYLEY— When  he  concludes.  And 
so,  Mr.  President,  rather  than  take  up  the  valuable 
time  of  the  Council,  I  will  conclude  with  a  few 
brief  remarks.  The  Board  of  Assessors  should 
have  answered  the  request  of  the  Council  to  appear 
today  to  explain  this  $1,000,000  reduction  in  val- 
uation. It  did  not  do  so.  It  seems  to  me  the  only 
avenue  we  have  ieft  is  to  ask  the  Finance  Com- 
mission to  look  into  it  to  see  if  this  property  was 
fairly  reduced  in  value.  If  this  property  is  reduced 
by  33  per  cent  in  value,  the  value  of  the  surround- 
ing property  should  be  given  a  reduction.  I 
understand  at  least  one  owner  of  real  estate  nearby 
has  applied,  as  a  result  of  that  lowering  of  the 
valuation,  for  a  lowering  in  the  valuation  of  his 
own  property.  Pretty  soon  all  Boston  will  be 
doing  so.  We  must  make  sure  it  is  all  assessed 
fairly.  Therefore,  I  hope  this  resolution  will  be 
adopted.  I  hope  the  Finance  Commission  will 
look  into  the  matter.  I  am  now  prepared  to  yield. 
Coun.  COOK — Mr.  President,  I  move  that  the 
resolution  be  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Rules. 
The  question  came  on  the  motion  to  refer  to 
the  Committee  on  Rules.  The  motion  was  carried. 
Councilor  Chase  doubted  the  vote  and  asked  for 
a  roll  call.  A  sufficient  number  of  councilors 
having  supported  him,  the  clerk  called  the  roll, 
and  the  motion  was  carried,  yeas  15,  nays  G: 

Yeas — Councilors  Bryan,  Carey,  Cook,  Fish, 
Hannon,  Hurley,  Keenan,  Kelly,  Kinsella,  Lane, 
McCormack,  Moriarty,  Muchnick,  Scannell, 
Sullivan — 15. 

Nays — Councilors  Bayley,  Chase,  Coffey,  Line- 
han,  Madden,  Russo — 6. 


INSTALLATION      OF      TRAFFIC      LIGHTS, 
WARD    3. 

Coun.  RUSSO  offered  the  following: 
Ordered,  That  the  Traffic  Commissioner  be  in- 
structed, through  his  Honor  the  Mayor,  to  install 
all  traffic  light  signals  in  Ward  3  which  to  date  have 
been  recommended  for  approval  by  the  City 
Council. 
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CITY     COUNCIL. 


Coun.  RUPSO  Mr.  President,  briefly,  1  had  a 
talk  with  the  Traffic  Commissioner  while  we  were 
in  Executive  Session.  1  asked  bim  why  the  traffic 
lights  have  not  been  installed  in  my  section.  The 
reason  he  gave  me  was  because  he  has  not  any 
money.  1  do  not  know  how  it  is  we  can  spend  so 
much  money  on  various  other  things,  yet  we  can- 
not spend  money  to  save  the  lives  and  limbs  of 
human  beings.  I  have  in  mind,  Mr.  President, 
Foi  quite  some  time  1  have  urged  the  Council,  and 
the  Council  has  approved,  to  place  traffic  lights  at 
the  intersection  of  Causeway  and.  North  Wash- 
ington streets.  As  a  matter  of  fact,  only  a  short 
time  ago  while  I  happened  to  be  in  the  intersection 
myself  in  my.  car,  I  saw  an  accident.  It  was  a 
miracle  no  one  was  killed.  A  truck  came  in  con- 
tacl  with  a  private  automobile.  The  automobile 
somersaulted  about  three  times.  Two  people  were 
in  the  car.  I  say  it  was  a  miracle  they  were  not 
killed.  Another  place  is  the  corner  of  Broadway 
and  Albany  street.  Another  is  the  corner  of 
Broadway  and  Harrison  avenue.  Another  is  the 
intersection  of  Commercial  street  and  Noil  li  street. 
to  make  it  more  plain,  where  the  Long  Island  boat 
comes  in.  Since  the  Elevated  structure  was  taken 
away  from  Atlantic  avenue,  it  has  naturally  made 
the  thoroughfare  overloaded.  This  does  not  give 
an  opportunity  to  people  who  come  from'  Long 
Island  and  get  off  the  boat,  to  cross  the  street..  I 
say  to  his  Honor  the  Mayor,  are  we  going  to  wait 
until  such  time  as  some  one  loses  his  life  or  her  life? 
If  we  can  save  anyone  from  being  injured,  I  feel 
that  the  money  is  well  worth  spending  on  the 
traffic  lights.  I  do  hope.  Air.  President,  his  Honor 
the  Mayor  will  do  something  to  remedy  the  situa- 
tion, that  he  will  give  the  money  to  the  Traffic 
Commissioner.  If  he  has  the  money,  let  him  put 
that  money  into  operation  and  try  to  do  something 
to  improve  our  traffic  congestion  in  the  City  of 
Boston  and  eliminate  many  unnecessary  accidents 
which  may  occur. 

The  order  was  passed  under  suspension  of  the 
rule. 


GRANOLITHIC   SIDEWALKS,   EAST   SIXTH 
STREET,   SOUTH   BOSTON. 

Coun.  LINEHAN  and  SCANNELL  offered  the 
following: 

Ordered,  That  the  Public  Works  Commissioner 
be  requested,  through  his  Honor  the  Mayor,  to 
install  granolithic  sidewalks  on  East  Sixth  street, 
South  Boston. 

Passed  under  suspension  of  the  rule. 


CONSTRUCTION   OF   CATCH-BASINS, 
WARD,  7. 

Coun.  LINEHAN  offered  the  following: 
Ordered,  That  the  Commissioner  of  Public 
Works  be  requested,  through  his  Honor  the  Mayor, 
to  construct  two  catch-basins  in  the  vicinity  of 
Pond  street  and  Columbia  road,  Ward  7,  to  take 
care  of  flood  conditions  which  exist  there  after 
every  rainstorm. 

Passed  under  suspension  of  the  rule. 


INSTALLATION     OF     ELECTRIC     LIGHTS 
WARD    12. 

Coun.  COOK  offered  the  following: 

Ordered,  That  the  Commissioner  of  Public 
Works  be  requested,  through  his  Honor  the  Mayor, 
to  install  electric  street  lights  at  the  corner  of 
Humboldt  avenue  and  Waumbeck  street,  and  at 
the  corner  of  Pleasanton  and  Ruthven  streets, 
Ward  12. 

Passed  under  suspension  of  the  rule. 


MOTION  TO  GO  INTO  EXECUTIVE  SESSION. 

Coun.  HURLEY — Mr.  President,  I  move  we 
now  go  into  Executive  Session. 

Coun.  HANNON — Mr.  President,  we  were 
notified  last  week  through  the  Mayor  that  an 
Executive  Session  of  the  Council  was  to  be  held 
today  at  eleven  o'clock.  Some  of  us  for  one 
reason  or  another  appeared  here  at  the  appointed 
hour.  We  went  into  session  about  twenty  minutes 
past  eleven.     Those  of  us  who  have  been  here  at 


eleven  o'clock  sat  all  day.  It  is  now  approaching 
six  o'clock.  But  as  usual  some  of  the  gentlemen 
who  did  see  lit  to  come  in  at  eleven  o'clock,  come 
in  late  in  the  afternoon  and  now  would  like  to  go 
back  into  Executive  Session.  So  far  as  I  can  see, 
the  only  matter  to  be  acted  upon  in  Executive 
Session  is  the  matter  of  the  abatement  of  the 
Little  Building.  In  order  to  get  any  information 
on  that  matter  we  must  have  the  assessors  before 
us.  As  far  as  I  can  find  out,  the  assessors  are  not 
now  available.  The  only  other  matter  in  there  is 
off-street  parking.  On  that  matter  I  think  wo 
asked  the  chief  engineer  of  the  Traffic  Division  to 
obtain  for  us  photostat  copies  of  a  traffic  map  he 
had  which  might  give  us  some  picture.  It  might 
help  us  solve  this  very  vexing  problem.  Now  I 
do  not  see  any  sense  in  going  into  the  Executive 
Session  again.  I  like  my  eats.  We  had  dinner 
here,  and  I  am  satisfied.  I  am  not  one  who  looks 
forward  to  having  supper  here.  I  am  beginning 
to  think  that  some  members  would  just  as  soon 
come  in  late  and  stay  here  and  eat.  Our  first 
job  is  to  do  the  business  of  the  city  and  do  it 
properly.  I  do  not  think  any  one  of  you  can  sit 
around  here  for  eight  or  nine  hours  a  day  and  still 
listen  to  the  other  fellows  who  come  in  later  on 
haranguing  and  talking  for  an  hour  or  two,  and 
really  consider  these  problems  in  the  manner  they 
are  supposed  to  be  considered  and  to  give  them  the 
consideration  that  we  are  getting  paid  to  give 
them.  Our  meetings  are  supposed  to  start  at 
two  o'clock.  We  are  supposed  to  transact  our 
business  expeditiously  and  speedily.  I  think  we 
are  almost  making  a  joke  out  of  the  procedure  of 
the  Council  if  we  stay  in  here  week  after  week, 
and  then  go  into  Executive  Session  just  about 
supper  time  in  order  that  we  might  have  our 
chicken  sandwiches  and  apple  pie.  I  still  can 
buy  my  own.  I  do  not  have  to  stay  here  in  order 
to  get  it.  I  do  not  think  other  fellows  have  to 
do  the  same  thing.  I  merely  feel  that  there  are 
one  or  two  who  want  to  go  back  again  into  the 
Executive  Session.  We  know  we  are  going  to 
waste  six  or  nine  hours  out  there  in  the  Executive 
Session.  We  are  going  to  came  back  here  again 
and  do  the  same  thing  all  over  again  for  six  or 
nine  more  hours.  We  are  merely  making  out  of 
ourselves  a  laughing  stock  for  the  people  who 
sent  us  here.  I  try  to  be  conscientious.  I  am  on 
the  job.  If  it  says  to  be  here  at  eleven  o'clock, 
I  am  here,  I  try  to  be  here.  I  think  I  have  a  just 
grievance  when  other  fellows  do  not  show  up,  and 
then  come  in  at  seven  or  eight  o'clock  at  night  and 
think  that  we  should  stay  here  and  let  them  go 
ovet  the  same  arguments  you  and  I  and  those  of 
us  who  saw  fit  to  be  on  time,  have  already  heard 
five  or  six  times  in  the  course  of  the  day.  I  like 
to  be  fair.  I  can  appreciate  that  some  of  the 
members  here  cannot  always  arrive  on  time.  At 
the  same  time,  I  think  we  should  be  fair  to  the 
electorate  who  sent  us  here.  I  cannot  for  the 
life  of  me  see  any  sense  in  going  out  there,  as  we 
know  we  will,  each  one  of  this  Body  knows  how 
the  Body  is  divided  relative  to  at  least  one  matter 
that  is  before  the  Executive  Committee.  As  to 
the  other  matter,  I  say  we  cannot  act  upon  it 
because  we  cannot  get  the  assessors  who  are 
directly  involved.  I  think  in  fairness  to  ourselves 
and  in  fairness  to  the  people  who  sent  us  here  and 
in  fairness  to  the  City  of  Boston  we  should  come 
back  here  tomorrow  or  Wednesday,  or  some  other 
day,  and  go  into  Executive  Session  then.  We 
should  consider  simply  and  plainly  and  properly 
any  matters  that  are  before  the  Executive  Session. 
I  do  not  think  we  can  do  it  now.  I  have  sat  here 
since  eleven  o'clock,  for  seven  hours,  listening  to 
talk  going  on.  Now,  for  seven  more  hours  I  will 
listen  to  more  talk  and  then  come  back  in  here  for 
seven  more  hours  and  listen  to  the  same  arguments 
all  over  again.  Let  us  be  fair  and  reasonable. 
Let  us  live  up  to  the  obligations  of  the  job  we 
asked  the  people  to  send  us  here  to  fill.  That  job 
calls  for  us  to  be  conscientious.  It  calls  for  us 
to  be  wide-awake.  It  calls  for  us  to  give  full 
consideration  to  every  matter  presented  to  us.  I 
say  no  man  half  asleep  and  half  awake  can  give 
consideration  to  the  subjects  before  the  Executive 
Committee,  can  give  proper  consideration  to 
those  subjects  that  are  now  before  the  Executive 
Committee.  I  therefore  move  that  we  meet  in 
Executive  Session  next  Monday  morning  at 
eleven    o'clock. 

Coun.  HURLEY — Mr.  President,  I  was  going  to 
speak  on  the  motion  and  ask  what  happened  to  the 
motion  I  presented  to  the  Body.  In  speaking  on 
the  motion  I  was  here  this  morning  before  eleven 
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o'clock.  The  reason  I  made  the  motion  to  hold 
the  Executive  Session  in  this  Chamber  was  to  stall 
off  the  food  problem.  I  figured  if  we  sat  here  and 
did  not  retire  to  the  Executive  Chamber  no  one 
was  going  to  bring  in  coffee  and  sandwiches.  I 
thought  if  we  did  not  go  out  there  it  might  be 
better.  Of  course,  as  the  councilor  stated,  there 
is  a  lot  of  information  that  has  been  promised  the 
Body.  I  do  not  know.  But  that  was  my  main 
reason  in  asking  that  the  Executive  Session  be  held 
in  this  Chamber,  to  save  time,  we  can  have  the 
matter  threshed  out  here  and  get  out  in  reasonable 
time. 

President  KELLY — Yout  motion  is  still  pending. 
Where  a  motion  is  for  a  longer  time,  it  takes 
precedence.  The  motion  is  to  have  the  next 
Executive  Session  Monday  at  11  a.  in. 

Coun.  BRYAN— Mr.  President,  I  would  like  to 
know  if  we  have  any  business  that  came  in  today 
that  has  been  referred  to  the  Executive  Session. 

President  KELLY — Yes,  we  have.  The  sale  of 
the  fire  boat  is  the  only  thing  referred  today. 

Coun.  BRYAN — I  think  we  should  stay  and 
clean  up  the  business. 

Coun.  BAYLEY— Mr.  President,  I  want  to 
commend  the  councilor  from  Ward  13  (Councilor 
Hannon)  for  his  motion.  The  sale  of  the  fire  boat 
can  wait  one  more  week.  We  must  give  full 
consideration  to  the  $5,000,000  loan  order.  It  was 
a  travesty  for  us  to  decide  on  the  first  loan  order 
by  a  vote  at  about  one  o'clock  in  the  morning 
whereby  we  got  a  dinner  and  a  midnight  supper  at 
the  city's  expense.  I  think  we  should  finish  our 
business  at  5  or  5.30.  I  hope  next  year  the  Rules 
Committee  will  bring  in  an  order  to  prevent  any- 
body from  speaking  for  more  than  ten  minutes. 
A  lot  of  us  are  too  long-winded  and  talk  too  much. 
It  is  all  right  to  have  debate 

Coun.  MUCHNICK— Mr.  President,  a  point 
of  order.  I  do  not  think  the  gentleman  is  talking 
on  the  subject.  I  do  not  think  he  is  leading  up  to 
it,  either. 

President  KELLY — Councilor  Bayley,  will  you 
kindly  confine  your  remarks  to  the  subject  under 
consideration? 

Coun.  BAYLEY— I  will.  We  have  at  the 
present  time  unlimited  debate.  The  debate  on  the 
$5, 000,000  loan  order,  if  we  do  bring  it  in,  will 
require  a  long  time  with  certain  members  of  the 
Council  talking  beyond,  what  I  think  is  a  reason- 
able time,  ten  minutes.  We  will  get  to  a  vote  late 
in  the  evening  when  we  are  tired  and  our  nerves 
are  frayed.  We  should  take  this  matter  up  next 
Monday,  come  back  at  2  p.  m.  when  we  are  fresh 
and  give  it  the  consideration  it  deserves.  It  is  a 
very  important  matter  which  involves  the  future 
of  Bosoon.  There  is  a  great  deal  to  be  said  on 
both  sides.  From  what  we  have  heard  in  the 
testimony  before  us,  I  hope  rather  than  have  this 
drag  into  the  night  when  we  are  not  fresh,  that  this 
motion  will  prevail,  and  we  will  meet  in  Executive 
Session  at  eleven  o'clock  on  Monday.  We  will  be 
on  time,  every  one  of  the  twenty-two  councilors  at 
2  p.  m.  Monday  and  start  with  the  business  on 
time,  and  get  it  done  with  dispatch  and  not  be  a 
laughing  "stock  in  some  quarters  with  a  long  mid- 
night meeting  and  dinners  at  the  city's  expense. 

Coun.  SCANNELI,— Mr  President,  it  is  very 
nice  to  hear  the  gentleman  from  Ward  5  (Councilor 
Bayley)  get  up  here  and  say  that  the  members  of 
this  Body  are  making  a  laughing  stock  of  them- 
selves. 

Coun.  BAYLEY — Mr.  President,  a  point  of 
personal  privilege. 

Coun.  MUCHNICK— Mr.  President,  a  point 
of  order. 

Coun.  BAYLEY—  My  point  of  personal  priv- 
ilege is  that  I  am  being  misquoted  by  the  gentle- 
man from  Ward  6  (Councilor  Scannell). 

President  KELLY— The  Chair  will  rule  it  is  not 
of  such  importance  that  we  have  to  go  back  into 
the  minutes. 

Coun.  MUCHNICK— Mr.  President,  has  this 
Body  the  right  to  set  the  hour  at  which  the  Execu- 
tive Committee,  or  any  other  committee,  will 
meet,  or  is  that  the  prerogative  of  the  chairman  of 
the  committee? 

President  KELLY — The  members  of  the  Body 
can  set  the  date  of  the  Executive  Committee  meet- 
ing because  it  is  a  meeting  of  all  the  members  of 
the  Body. 

Coun.  SCANNELL— Mr.  President,  I  think  we 
ought  to  put  this  matter  over,  put  this  executive 
matter  over  until  the  next  meeting.  In  the  last 
couple  of  hours  of  the  Executive  Committee  meet- 
ing we  found  out  a  lot  of  information  that  might  be 
of  value  on  this  loan  order,  particularly  in  regard 


to  Mr.  Eliot  from  the  Amory  Corporation.  He 
has  enlightened  the  members  of  the  Body.  He  is 
going  to  come  back  again  next  week  with  more 
information  in  regard  to  off-street  parking.  It 
might  not  cost  the  city  as  much  money.  Also  the 
engineer  of  the  Traffic  Department  has  enlightened 
this  Body  as  far  as  the  parking  problem  in  the  city 
is  concerned.  I  am  also  glad  that  we  had  the 
Police  Commissioner  with  us  here  today.  He  was 
very  satisfactory  in  some  of  his  answers,  but  it 
seems  to  me  he  got  a  little  excited  today  because  a 
member  of  this  City  Council  asked  him  to  be  here 
at  eleven  o'clock.  I  do  not  see  any  reason  why 
he  should  be  mad  or  burned  up  with  any  member 
of  this  Body  when  we  ask  a  police  official  or  Police 
Department  head  to  come  here  to  be  asked  ques- 
tions. Mr.  President,  this  is  something  that 
should  be  looked  into  further.  It  was  through  the 
initiative  of  some  members  of  this  Body  that  we 
are  looking  into  this  off-street  parking  loan  and 
we  are  finding  out  something  about  it.  I  am  sure 
if  we  wait  another  week  some  more  facts  will  turn 
up  and  we  will  know  what  we  are  voting  on. 

Coun.  HURLEY — Mr.  President,  I  make  a 
motion  we  amend  Councilor  Hannon's  motion  to 
read  that  the  Executive  Session  will  be  held  on  this 
Wednesday,  for  this  reason,  there  are  a  lot  of  people 
coming  in  here  whom  we  want  in  here,  probably 
the  Police  Commissioner  and  others.  They  will 
be  all  upset  and  working  on  problems  concerning 
the  World  Series  that  might  be  in  Boston  on  that 
day.  We  will  have  no  representative  group  per- 
taining to  traffic  conditions  in  Boston.  I  think  in 
fairness  to  everyone,  so  that  we  may  have  a  rep- 
resentative group,  the  meeting  should  be  held  on 
Wednesday  of  this  week,  Wednesday  or  Thursday. 

President  KELLY — Does  Councilor  Hannon 
agree  with  the  amendment? 

Coun.  HANNON— Yes,  Mr.  President. 

President  KELLY— What  day? 

Coun.  HURLEY — Wednesday  at  eleven  o'clock. 

Coun.  KEENAN — Mr.  President,  I  understand 
from  Mr.  Desmond  that  the  maps  he  anticipated 
having  will  not  be  ready  for  a  week.  I  think  that 
is  part  of  the  information  we  were  waiting  for.  If 
they  will  not  be  ready,  I  cannot  see  why  we  should 
have  the  meeting  on  Wednesday. 

Coun.  HURLEY— Mr.  President,  I  will  make 
arrangements  with  Mr.  Desmond  of  the  Traffic 
Department  to  have  the  maps  here  completed  by 
Wednesday.  It  is  a  matter  of  photographing  the 
original  map. 

The  question  came  on  the  amendment,  to  have 
the  Executive  Session  next  Wednesday  at  11  a.  m. 
The  motion  was  declared  carried. 

Councilor  Coffey  doubted  the  vote  and  asked 
for  a  roll  call.  A  sufficient  number  of  councilors 
having  supported  him,  the  clerk  called  the  roll, 
and  the  motion  was  carried,  yeas  12,  nays  8: 

Yeas — Councilors  Cook,  Fish,  Hannon,  Hurley, 
Kelly,  Kinsella,  Lane,  McCormack,  Moriarty, 
Muchnick,  Scannell,  Sullivan — 12. 

Nays — Councilors  Bayley,  Bryant,  Cantwell, 
Carey,  Chase,  Coffey,  Keenan,  Russo — 8. 

Coun.  FISH— Mr.  President. 

President  KELLY — The  question  comes  on 
whether  when  the  Executive  Session  meets  it  will 
be  Wednesday  at  11  a.  m. 

Coun.  HANNON— Mr.  President,  that  has 
passed. 

President  KELLY — We  voted  on  the  amend- 
ment. . 

Coun.  HANNON — The  amendment  becomes  the 
motion. 

President  KELLY — I  have  to  put  the  motion. 

Coun.  HANNON— No,  Mr.  President. 

President  KELLY — There  might  have  been 
objection  to  the  amendment.  I  have  to  put  the 
motion.  The  motion  is  that  the  Executive  Session 
meet  Wednesday  at  11  a.  m.    All  those  in  favor 

Coun.  COFFEY— Mr.  President,  I  move  we 
now  adjourn. 

President  KELLY — The  motion  is  in  order. 
Councilor  Coffey  moves  we  now  adjourn. 

Coun.  SULLIVAN — Can  it  be  amended,  Mr. 
President? 

President  KELLY — The  motion  to  adjourn 
cannot  be  amended. 

Coun.  COOK— Mr.  President. 

President  KELLY — The  question  is  on  the  ad- 
journment and  there  is  no  debate. 

Coun.  MUCHNICK— Mr.  President,  a  point  of 
order. 

Coun.  COOK — Mr.  President,  what  happened  to 
the  motion  just  voted  on?    Was  it  passed? 

President  KELLY — We  were  just  starting  to 
vote  on  it.    The  Chair  recognized  Councilor  Coffey. 
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Conn.  MUCIINICK— Mi.  President,  is  any- 
thing in  order,  even  a  motion  to  adjourn,  after  an 
affirmative  vote  lias  been  taken  and  the  other  part 
of  the  vote  lias  not  been  taken? 

President  KELLY — While  the  subject  is  still 
going  on,  ii  is  in  order. 

Coun.  MORIARTY— Mr.  President,  as  I  under- 
stand the  motion,  it  was  that  we  take  a  vote. 

President  KELLY — For  what  purpose  does  the 
gentleman  rise? 

Coun.  MORIARTY— Mr.  President,  a  point  of 
order.  You  submitted  to  the  Council  whether  we 
should  meet  Wednesday  or  not.  You  recognized 
Councilor  Coffey  as  speaking  on  the  motion. 
However,  he  submitted  an  entirelj'  irrelevant 
motion  to  adjourn.  It  does  not  seem  as  though 
he  was  speaking  on  the  order. 

President  KELLY — The  Chair  will  state  that 
he  thought  Councilor  Coffey  was  going  to  speak 
on  the  matter.  Evidently  he  was  not.  A  motion 
to  adjourn  is  in  order  at  any  time.  There  is  no 
further  debate. 

Coun.  LINEHAN— Mr.  President,  a  point  of 
parliamentary  inquiry. 

Coun.  MORIARTY— Mr.  President,  that  is  a 
wholly  irrelevant  subject  matter.  Something  is 
wrong  with  our  rules.  We  will  have  to  amend  our 
rules  if  he  can  be  recognized  without  speaking  on 
the  order. 


President  KELLY — Those  are  the  rules.  I  am 
trying  to  live  up  to  the  rules,  councilor.  The  ques- 
tion is  on  adjournment. 

Coun.  SULLIVAN — Mr.  President,  a  point  of 
information. 

President  KELLY — There  is  no  point  of  in- 
formation. 

Coun.  KINSELLA — Mr.  President,  a  point  of 
order.  My  point  of  order  is  this.  It  seems  the 
motion  under  discussion  and  upon  which  a  vote 
was  being  taken  had  not  been  completed  to  estab- 
lish the  sense  of  the  Body.  Any  other  motion  even 
one  normally  in  order  would  be  out  of  order. 

President  KELLY — The  gentleman  asked  for 
the  floor  and  received  the  floor.  The  motion  is  in 
order.     The  motion  is  to  adjourn. 

Coun.  LINEHAN — Mr.  President,  a  point  of 
parliamentary  inquiry. 

President  KELLY — There  is  no  point  of  parlia- 
mentary inquiry. 

Coun.  LINEHAN — Can't  you  amend  a  motion 
to  a  specific  time  to  which  you  are  adjourning? 

President  KELLY — I  am  sorry,  that  is  not  in 
order.     The  motion  is  to  adjourn. 

The  question  came  on  the  motion  to  adjourn. 
The  Chair  was  in  doubt  and  asked  for  a  standing 
vote,  yeas  14,  nays  5,  and  the  motion  carried. 


Adjourned  at  6.05  p.  m.,  on  motion  of  Councilor 
Coffey,  to  meet  on  Monday,  October  7,  1946,  at 
2  p.  m. 


CITY   OF   BOSTON 


PRINTING    DEPARTMENT 


CITY     COUNCIL. 
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Proceedings  of  City  Council. 


Monday,  October  7,  1946. 

Regular  meeting  of  the  City  Council  held  in  the 
Council  Chamber,  City  Hall,  at  2  p.  m.,  President 
KELLY  presiding.  Absent,  Councilors  Coffey, 
Hurley,  Lane,  Madden. 

The  meeting  was  opened  with  the  salute  to  the 
Flag. 


RESURFACING  OF  BUENA  VISTA  STREET, 
WARD    12. 
The  following  was  received: 

City  of  Boston, 
Office  of  the  Mayor,  October  4,  1946. 
To  the  City  Council. 

Gentlemen, — I  transmit  herewith  communica- 
tion from  the  Commissioner  of  Public  Works,  in 
reply  to  your  order  of  September  23,  1946,  to  re- 
surface with  smooth  paving  Buena  Vista  street, 
Ward  12,  and  to  construct  granolithic  sidewalks 
along  both  sides  of  said  street. 

Respectfully, 
James   M.   Ocjrley,  Mayor. 

City  of  Boston, 
Public  Works  Department, 

September  27,  1946. 
Mr.  J.  Joseph  Connors, 

Chief  Clerk,  Mayor's  Office. 
Dear  Sir, — I  return  herewith  order  in  City  Coun- 
cil that  the  Commissioner  of  Public  Works  re- 
surface with  smooth  paving  Buena  Vista  street, 
Ward  12,  and  construct  granolithio  sidewalks  along 
both  sides  of  said  street. 

Please  be  advised  that  this  street  will  be  put  on 
the  list  for  consideration  during  the  1947  con- 
struction season. 

Very  truly  yours, 

Robert  P.  Cueley, 
Commissioner  of  Public  Works. 

Placed  on  file. 


DAY   SQUARE,   EAST   BOSTON. 
The  following  was  received: 

City  of  Boston, 
Office  of  the  Mayor,  October  4,   1946. 
To  the  City  Council. 

Gentlemen, — I  transmit  herewith  communica- 
tion from  the  Commissioner  of  Public  Works,  in 
reply  to  your  order  of  September  23,  1946,  to  take 
the  necessary  steps  to  have  Day  square,  East 
Boston,  construction  job  completed  by  September 
30,  which  is  the  opening  date  of  the  fall  meeting  at 
the  Suffolk  Downs  Race  Track. 

Respectfully, 
James   M.   Ctjrley,  Mayor. 

City  of  Boston, 
Public  Works  Department, 
October  1,  1946. 
Mr.  J.  Joseph  Connors, 

Chief  Clerk,  Mayor's  Office. 
Dear  Sir, — I  return  herewith  order  in  City  Coun- 
cil that  the  Commissioner  of  Public  Works  take  the 
necessary  steps  to  have  Day  square,  East  Boston, 
construction  job  completed  by  September  30,  which 
is  the  opening  date  of  the  fall  meeting  at  the 
Suffolk  Downs  Race  Track,  and  this  will  advise  you 
that  Day  square  has  been  closed  in  as  of  September 
29  and  work  has  been  suspended  until  the  close  of 
the  current  meet  at  the  Suffolk  Downs  Track. 
Very  truly  yours, 

Robert  P.  Curley, 
Commissioner  of  Public  Works. 

Placed  on  file. 


RATING  OF  CUSTODIAN  OF  L  STREET 
BATHS. 

The  following  was  received: 

City  of  Boston, 
Office  of  the  Mayor,  October  4,  1946. 
To  the  City  Council. 

Gentlemen, — I  transmit  herewith  communica- 
tion from  the  Park  Department,  in  reply  to  your 
order  of  September  23,  1946,  to  change  the  civil 
service  rating  of  the  custodian  in  charge  of  L  Street 
Baths  at  an  annual  salary  of  S3, 000,  instead  of 
the  inadequate  $2,000  salary  the  custodian-in- 
charge  now  receives. 

Sincerely, 
James  M.  Curley,  Mayor. 

City  of  Boston, 
Park  Department,  September  28,  1946. 
Mr.  J.  Joseph  Connors, 

Chief  Clerk,  Mayor's  Office. 
Dear  Sir, — I  acknowledge  your  memorandum 
of  September  26,  with  inclosed  City  Council  order, 
dated  September  23,  requesting  a  change  in  the 
civil  service  rating  of  the  custodian  in  charge  of 
L  Street  Baths  to  that  of  supervisor  or  superin- 
tendent of  L  Street  Baths,  with  an  increase  of 
salary  from  $2,000  to  $3,000  annually. 

Please  be  assured  that  every  consideration  will 
be  given  to  this  request. 

Very  truly  yours, 
William  P.  Long,  Chairman. 
Placed  on  file. 


DEMONSTRATION   OF   NEW   VOTING 

MACHINES. 
The  following  was  received: 

City  of  Boston, 
Office  of  the  Mayor,  October  4,  1946. 
To  the  City  Council. 

Gentlemen, — I  transmit  herewith  communica- 
tion from  the  Board  of  Election  Commissioners,  in 
reply  to  your  order  of  September  23,  1946,  to 
make  immediate  arrangements  in  every  ward  in 
the  city  for  a  public  demonstration  of  the  new 
voting  machines  to  be  used  in  some  of  the  precincts 
in  the  November  elections  and  to  detail  some  quali- 
fied employee  to  each  ward  for  the  purpose  of 
public  instruction  in  the  use  of  the  machines. 
Respectfully, 
James  M.  Curley,  Mayor. 

City  of  Boston, 
Board  of  Election  Commissioners, 

October  1,  1946. 
J.  Joseph  Connors, 

Chief  Clerk,  Office  of  the  Mayor. 
Dear  Sir, — This  is  in  reply  to  your  communica- 
tion of  September  26,  with  attached  City  Council 
order  of  Councilor  Kinsella,  calling  for  an  imme- 
diate demonstration  of  the  new  voting  machines  in 
every  ward  of  the  city. 

May  we  explain  that  the  Board  is  of  the  opinion 
that  wholesale  confusion  would  result  from  the 
demonstration  of  the  machines  in  any  district 
where  they  are  not  to  be  used  this  year.  The 
Board  is  convinced  that  the  machines  should  be 
demonstrated  to  the  voters  who  are  going  to  use 
them,  although  no  interested  person  will  be  denied 
admittance  to  the  public  demonstrations. 

The  voters  of  the  precincts  where  machines  are 
to  be  used  this  year  are  to  be  notified  by  postal 
that  demonstrations  will  be  held  from  6  p.  m.  to 
9  p.  m.  for  six  evenings  in  their  ward,  three  nights 
in  each  of  two  locations,  which  will  be  set  forth  on 
the  postal.  The  evenings  of  October  21,  22,  23, 
24,  25  and  26  have  been  set  aside  for  this  purpose, 
and  qualified  men  will  be  designated  to  conduct 
the  demonstrations. 

In  view  of  the  above,  the  Board  is  confident 
that  the  members  of  the  City  Council  will  agree 
that  adequate  arrangements  have  .been  made  for 
the  instruction  of  the  voters  in  the  use  of  voting 
machines. 

Very  truly  yours, 
Board  of  Election  Commissioners, 

Frederic  E.  Dowlino, 
Commissioner  and  Secretary. 

Placed  on  file. 
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INFORMATION  FROM  PLANNING  BOARD. 
The  following  was  received: 

City  of  Boston, 
Office  of  the  Mayor,  October  4,  1940. 
To  the  City  Council. 

Gentlemen, — I   transmit  herewith   communica- 
tion from  the  City  Planning  Board,   in  reply  to 
your  order  of  September  9.     The  attached  letter 
gives  the  information  requested  in  your  order. 
Respectfully, 
James  M.  Curley,  Mayor. 

City  of  Boston, 
Planning  Board,  October  3,  1946. 
Hon.  James  M.  Curley, 

Mayor  of  Boston. 
Dear   Mayor   Curley, — I   am   directed   by   the 
Board  to  acknowledge  receipt  from  your  office  of 
a  request  to  the  City  Planning  Board  to  make  a 
report  on  a  City  Council  order  of  September  9. 

This  order  requested  the  preparation  of  legisla- 
tion in  regard  to  the  location  of  a  truck  terminal 
in  the  City  of  Boston,  the  making  out  of  a  list  of 
streets  to  be  widened,  and  the  financing  of  an 
arterial  highway  by  the  State  Highway  Fund. 

A  very  cursory  investigation  of  the  truck  termi- 
nal feature  has  indicated  that  this  study  is  very 
complicated  and  complex  and  will  take  some 
length  of  time  to  assemble  factual  data  preliminary 
to  the  making  of  any  recommendation. 

At  this  time  the  Board  wishes  to  report  that  the 
study  is  under  way. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

Thomas  E.  McCormick, 

Executive  Director. 
Placed  on  file. 


COMPARATIVE  VALUE  OF  OLD  AND  NEW 
PENSION   SYSTEMS. 

The  following  was  received: 

City  of  Boston, 
Office  of  the  Mayor,  October  4,  1946. 
To  the  City  Council. 

Gentlemen, — I  transmit  herewith  communica- 
tion from  the  Retirement  Board,  in  reply  to  your 
order  of  September  23,  1946,  to  make  provision 
that  every  department  in  the  city  be  instructed, 
between  now  and  November  15,  relative  to  the 
comparative  values  of  the  old  and  new  pension 
systems  as  pertains  to  the  individual  member. 
Respectfully, 
James  M.  Curley,  Mayor. 

City  of  Boston, 
Retirement  Board,  October  1,  1946. 
Mr.  J.  Joseph  Connors, 

Chief  Clerk,  Office  of  the  Mayor. 
Subject:  City  Council  Order,  September  23,  1946. 
Dear  Sir, — The  Retirement  Board  has  printed 
and  mailed  to  every  employee  of  the  city  a  pamph- 
let comparing  the  new  State-Boston  Retirement 
System  with  the  present  Boston  Retirement  Sys- 
tem with  a  view  to  aiding  the  employees  in  deter- 
mining which  would  be  the  more  beneficial.  Be- 
sides, the  representatives  of  the  various  groups  •of 
city  employees  were  invited  to  conferences  at 
which  most  of  the  details  were  discussed. 

At  a  later  date  if  necessary  some  of  the  larger 
groups  will  be  addressed  by  authorized  representa- 
tives of  the  Retirement  Board,  and  it  is  also  pro- 
posed to  designate  a  person  in  each  of  the  depart- 
ments who  will  be  willing  to  act  in  an  advisory 
capacity. 

Very  truly  yours, 

William  D.  Kenney, 

Executive  Officer. 
Placed  on  file. 


GRANOLITHIC   SIDEWALKS,  EAST   SIXTH 
STREET. 

The  following  was  received: 

City  of  Boston, 
Office  of  the  Mayor,  October  7,  1946. 
To  the  City  Council. 

Gentlemen, — I  transmit  herewith  communica- 
tion from  the  Public  Works  Commissioner,  in  reply 
to  your  order  of  September  30,  1946,  to  install 
granolithic  sidewalks  on  East  Sixth  street,  South 
Boston. 

Respectfully, 
James  M.  Curley,  Mayor. 


City  of  Boston, 
Public  Works  Department, 

October  4,  1946. 
Mr.  J.  Joseph  Connors, 

Secretary,  Mayor's  Office. 
Dear    Sir, — I    return    herewith    order   in    City 
Council  that  the  Commissioner  of  Public  Works 
install  granolithic  sidewalks  on  East  Sixth  street, 
South  Boston. 

At  the  present  time  there  are  no  funds  available 
to  construct  these  sidewalks  but  this  work  will  be 
put  on  a  list  of  streets  to  be  given  consideration 
during  the  year  1947. 

Very  truly  yours, 

Robert  P.  Curley, 
Commissioner  of  Public  Works. 
Placed  on  file. 


APPOINTMENTS   BY   THE   MAYOR. 

Subject  to  confirmation  by  the  Council,  the 
Mayor  submitted  the  following  appointments,  viz.: 

William  O'Brien,  22  Ashley  street,  East  Boston, 
Mass.,  Francis  J.  White,  105  Newport  street, 
Arlington,  Mass.,  as  Weighers  of  Goods,  for  term 
ending  April  30,  1947. 

Referred  to  Committee  on  Constables  and 
Confirmations. 


TRANSFER   OF  LAND   TO   PARK 
DEPARTMENT. 
The  following  was  received: 

City  of  Boston, 
Office  of  the  Mayor,  October  7,  1946. 
To  the  City  Council. 

Gentlemen, — I  forward  herewith  an  order  for 
the  transfer  of  over  300,000  square  feet  of  land 
situated  at  Gallivan  Boulevard  and  Washington 
street,  Dorchester,  from  the  custody  of  the  Board 
of  Real  Estate  Commissioners  to  the  care,  cus- 
tody and  control  of  the  Park  Department. 

The  purpose  of  this  transfer  is  to  make  possible 
the  establishment  of  a  playground  at  this  site. 
I  recommend  passage  of  the  accompanying  order 
by  your  Honorable  Body. 

Respectfully, 
James  M.  Curley,  Mayor. 

Whereas,  The  City  of  Boston  by  decrees  of  the 
Land  Court  in  cases  numbered  L.  C  No.  16477 
T.  L.  and  L.  C.  No.  16478  T.  L.  dated  January  25, 
1940  and  February  17,  1944,  foreclosed  the  right 
of  redemption  under  tax  titles  on  about  four 
hundred  eighteen  thousand  seven  hundred  eighty- 
seven  (418,787)  square  feet  of  land  situate  on 
Gallivan  Boulevard  and  Washington  street, 
Dorchester  District;  and 

Whereas,  The  Board  of  Park  Commissioners 
of  the  City  of  Boston  have  been  requested  to 
establish  a  playground  on  a  parcel  containing 
approximately  three  hundred  six  thousand  two 
hundred  twenty  (306,220)  square  feet,  being 
a  part  of  this  area  of  foreclosed  tax  title  property; 
now,  therefore,  it  is  hereby 

Ordered,  That  the  parcel  of  foreclosed  tax  title 
property,  hereinafter  described,  be  and  the  same 
hereby  is  transferred  from  the  care,  custody,  con- 
trol and  management  of  the  Chairman,  Board  of 
Real  Estate  Commissioners  to  the  care,  custody, 
control,  and  management  of  the  Park  Department 
for  playground  purposes. 

Easterly  by  Washington  street,  by  seven  meas- 
urements fifty  and  35-100  (50.35),  one  hundred 
thirty-three  and  45-100  (133.45),  thirteen  and 
29-100  (13.29),  thirty-four  and  03-100  (34.03), 
one  hundred  fifty-seven  and  97-100  (157.97), 
sixty  and  52-100  (60.52)  and  forty-four  and  06-100 
(44.06)  feet,  respectively;  southerly  by  land  now 
or  formerly  of  Susan  Hickey,  one  hundred  (100.00) 
feet;  easterly  by  land  now  or  formerly  of  Susan 
Hickey,  fifty-nine  and  67-100  (59.67)  feet; 
southerly  by  "Right  of  Way  12  Feet  Wide," 
thirty-two  and  05-100  (32.05)  feet;  easterly  by 
land  now  or  formerly  of  Mary  Ellen  Shiel,  thirty 
and  13-100  (30.13)  feet;  southerly  by  lands  now 
or  formerly  of  William  J.  Driscoll  Construction 
Company,  Joseph  P.  Hurley  and  Annie  M.  V. 
Hurley,  William  H.  Twohig  and  Marion  L.  Twohig, 
Edward  F.  Barnes  and  Helen  M.  Barnes,  James  J. 
O'Donnell  and  Grace  M.  O'Donnell,  Boniface  H. 
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Corrigan  and  Loretta  C.  Corrigan,  by  four  meas- 
urements, ninety-eight  and  72-100  (98.72),  one 
hundred  and  02-100  (100.02),  ninety-nine  and 
82-100  (99.82)  and  one  hundred  thirty-four  and 
91-100  (134.01)  feet  respectively;  westerly  by 
lands  now  or  formerly  of  John  McDonald  and 
Mary  A.  McDonald,  Walter  J.  Merrigan  and 
Helen  J.  Merrigan,  by  a  "Private  St.,"  by  lands 
now  or  formerly  of  Francis  Leo  Murphy  and  Mary 
Catherine  Murphy,  John  J.  Smyth  and  Bertha  F. 
Smyth,  Nicholas  J.  Driscoll  and  Phyllis  M.  Dris- 
coll,  Edward  J.  Flynn  and  Mary  E.  Flynn,  Gerard 
F.  Cox  and  Mary  A.  Cox,  James  E.  Thornton 
and  Mary  N.  Thornton,  Cornelius  J.  Qualter  and 
Helen  E.  Qualter,  Ellen  J.  Sullivan,  five  hundred 
twenty  and  31-100  (520.31)  feet,  northerly 
by  a  "Proposed  St.,"  "Parcel  13 A,"  by  six  meas- 
urements, seventy-two  and  21-100  (72.21), 
sixty-two  and  77-100  (62.77),  ten  and  72-100 
(10.72),  five  hundred  eight  and  93-100  (508.93), 
thirteen  and  84-100  (13.84),  thirty-four  and 
52-100  (34.52)  feet,  respectively;  containing 
three  hundred  six  thousand  two  hundred  twenty 
(306,220)  square  feet  of  land  more  or  less. 

Said  parcel  of  land  designated  as  "Parcel  13" 
and  all  of  said  measurements  are  shown  on  a  plan 
marked  "Plan  of  Land  in  Dorchester,  Scale  40 
40  Feet  to  an  inch,  April  25,  1945,  Thomas  F. 
McGovern,  Chief  Engineer."  The  original  of 
said  plan  is  on  file  in  the  office  of  the  Chief 
Engineer,  Street  Laying-Out  Department,  City 
Hall,  Boston. 

-Referred  to  Executive  Committee. 


JURORS    DRAWN. 

Jurors  were  drawn,  Councilor  Cantwell  presiding 
at  the  box  in  the  absence  of  the  Mayor,  as  follows: 

One  hundred  and  sixty-one  traverse  jurors, 
Superior  Court,  Civil  Business,  and  sixty-five 
jurors,  Superior  Court,  Criminal  Session,  to 
appear  November  4,  as  follows: 

Sixty-five  traverse  jurors,  Superior  Criminal 
Court,  to  appear  November  4,  1946: 

Walter  J.  Hender,  Ward  1;  Albert  Indresano. 
Ward  1;  Timothy  J.  Mahoney,  Ward  1;  Ira 
McRae,  Ward  1;  Victor  Palladino,  Ward  1; 
Leo  F.  Blake,  Ward  2;  Arthur  B.  Covell,  Ward  2; 
James  J.  Galvin,  Ward  2;  Frank  J.  Mitchell, 
Ward  2;  Fred  Martell,  Ward  3;  Frank  Brignolia, 
Ward  4;  John  P.  Foley,  Ward  4;  Joseph  A. 
Hadge,  Ward  4;  Harry  McKenna,  Ward  4; 
Alexander  Ridley,  Ward  4;  John  A.  Fay,  Ward  5; 
Walter  H.  Lob,  Ward  5;  James  H.  Wells,  Ward  5; 
William  O'Neil,  Ward  6;  Frederick  T.  Climo, 
Ward  7;  Thomas  Kelly,  Ward  7;  John  O'Brien, 
Ward  7;  George  L.  Washburn,  Ward  7;  WillardC. 
Warner,  Ward  8;  Harry  J.  Dobson,  Ward  9; 
William  F.  Dalton,  Ward  10;  Homer  E.  Hicks, 
Ward  10;  Fred  J.  Lennon,  Ward  10;  John  F. 
Ryan,  Ward  10;  Samuel  L.  Butler,  Ward  11; 
Armand  Larivie,  Ward  11;  Thomas  J.  Myers, 
Ward  11;  Michael  Repucci,  Ward  11;  Joseph  F. 
Rodrique,  Ward  11;  Edward  J.  Young,  Ward  11; 
Richard  C.  Chestnut,  Ward  12;  Arthur  Cooper, 
Ward  12;  Martin  P.  Sharkey,  Ward  f3;  Robert 
Cohen,  Ward  14;  Abraham  Davis,  Ward  14; 
Frank  Benjamin  Feldman,  Ward  14;  Samuel 
Spiegel,  Ward  14;  Max  Weisberg,  Ward  14; 
Martin  H.  Glynn,  Ward  15;  Frederick  N.  Thorsoh, 
Ward  16;  John  J.  Carroll,  Ward  17;  Lawrence  K. 
Casey,  Ward  17;  David  Ernest,  Ward  17;  George 
A.  Magner,  Ward  17;  Dennis  Manning,  Ward  17; 
Charles  V.  Wallace,  Ward  17;  Andrew  Colvin, 
Ward  18;  Charles  H.  Stiles,  Ward  18;  John  Boyle, 
Ward  19;  Richard  E.  Ellis,  Ward  19;  Theodore  J. 
Komisar,  Ward  19;  Alfred  E.  Schaeck,  Ward  19; 
Joseph  A.  Harvery,  Jr.,  Ward  20;  Barker  H. 
Sinclair,  Ward  20;  Albert  A.  Boyer,  Ward  21; 
Frank  Goodman,  Ward  21;  George  T.  Griffiths, 
Ward  22;  Lawson  W.  Kennedy,  Ward  22; 
Patrick  J.  Logan,  Ward  22;  Thomas  J.  Manning, 
Ward  22. 

One  hundred  sixty-one  traverse  jurors,  Superior 
Civil  Court,  to  appear  November  4,  1946: 

James  Apicco,  Ward  1;  Philip  H.  Butler, 
Ward  1 ;  Nicholas  Catoggio,  Ward  1 ;  Ignazio 
Giacchetto,  Ward  1;    Charles  Abraham  Lavangie, 


Ward  1;  Joseph  Corriveau,  Ward  2;  John  H. 
Murray,  Ward  2;  George  E.  Ashey,  Ward  3; 
John  J.  Hayes,  Ward  3;  Frederick  Ledonne, 
Ward  3;  Pietro  Scapicchio,  Ward  3;  John  E. 
Baginski,  Ward  4;  Paul  Bloom,  Ward  4;  Patrick 
J.  Cahill,  Ward  4;  Hans  Larsen,  Ward  4;  Fritz 
E.  Lundvall,  Ward  4;  John  J.  O'Keefe,  Ward  4; 
Thomas  J.  O'Sullivan,  Ward  4;  Lawrence  J. 
Scanlon,  Ward  4;  Louis  E.  Simonds,  Ward  4; 
Henry  R.  Wirth,  Ward  4;  Horace  Bowker,  Jr., 
Ward  5;  Paul  B.  Harrington,  Ward  5;  Harry 
Holtz,  Ward  5;  Charles  F.  Sylvester,  Wa'rd  5; 
Clarence  E.  Williford,  Ward  5;  Ludwig  A.  Franck, 
Ward  6;  Charles  T.  Gindal,  Ward  6;  George  H. 
Brooks,  Ward  7;  Joseph  Cangimi,  Ward  7; 
Oscar  J.  Ceurvels,  Ward  7;  Joseph  P.  Aylward, 
Ward  8;  Stephen  Crisafe,  Ward  8;  Frederick  W. 
Dunn,  Ward  8;  John  I.  Gibbons,  Ward  8;  John 
L.  Masters,  Ward  8;  Warren  C.  Moyer,  Ward  9; 
Harry  Ross,  Ward  9;  Lewis  Saks,  Ward  9;  Howard 
R.  Allen,  Ward  10;  Reginald  F.  Carpenter, 
Ward  10;  Henrv  Flynn,  Ward  10;  Thomas 
Furnenek,  Ward  10;  William  J.  Goos,  Ward  10; 
Arthur  E.  Mahn,  Ward  10;  John  J.  McEttrick, 
Ward  10;  John  J.  Murphy,  Ward  10;  Patrick 
J.  Kelleher,  Ward  11;  Peter  P.  Mahoney,  Ward  11; 
Thomas  K.  Menechios,  Ward  11;  Frederick  J. 
Mullen,  Ward  11;  Michael  J.  Nash,  Ward  11; 
Bradford  E.  Ross,  Ward  11;  Ralph  S.  Roth, 
Ward  11;  Joseph  F.  Sullivan,  Ward  11;  Richard 
J.  Walsh,  Ward  11;  Robert  MacLean,  Ward  12; 
Harry  Peretsky,  Ward  12;  Ernest  J.  Verrier, 
Ward  12;    Leo  A.  Wood,  Ward  12. 

Patrick  Browne,  Ward  13;  Walter  F.  Desmond, 
Ward  13;  Howard  A.  Dillon,  Ward  13;  William 
Fritz,  Ward  13;  Carl  Oscar  Johnson,  Ward  13; 
Walter  Kelsch,  Ward  13;  William  J.  Lennon, 
Ward  13;  Andrew  J.  Lvman,  Ward  13;  George  W. 
McQuade,  Ward  13;  John  E.  O'Malley,  Ward  13, 
Thomas  J.  Rollins,  Ward  13;  Thomas  Edward 
Sullivan,  Ward  13;  Nicholas  J.  Wallace,  Ward  13; 
Herbert  M.  Waugh,  Ward  13;  Isaac  Ascher, 
Ward  14;  Harry  S.  Bardfield,  Ward  14;  Louis 
Brown,  Ward  14;  Charles  M.  Franklin,  Ward  14; 
Paul  T.  Gilson,  Ward  14;  Joseph  I.  Klein,  Ward 
14;  Louis  Labitt,  Ward  14;  William  J.  Lanergan, 
Ward  14;  Morris  H.  Levine,  Ward  14;  Edgar  T. 
Marchand,  Ward  14;  Philip  Michelson,  Ward  14; 
David  Portnoy,  Ward  14;  Simeon  Putlack,  Ward 
14;  Hvman  Rutstein,  Ward  14;  Leon  Shannahoff, 
Ward  14;  Joseph  Siegel,  Ward  14;  John  F.  Clough- 
erty,  Ward  15;  James  Covle,  Ward  15;  David  H, 
Meffan,  Ward  15;  Charles  H.  Spragg,  Ward  15; 
Arthur  T.  Caldicott,  Ward  16;  Frank  L.  Crawford, 
Ward  16;  Alfredo  DiTulio,  Ward  16;  George  A. 
Grant,  Ward  16;  Louis  G.  Martucelli,  Ward  16; 
Hugh  McGrail,  Ward  16;  Arthur  P.  Sullivan, 
Ward  16;  Michael  Trabazan,  Ward  16;  Denis  J. 
Buckley,  Ward  17;  Robert  W.  Cobe,  Ward  17; 
Thomas  F.  Kellev,  Ward  17;  Louis  F.  Korb, 
Ward  17;  James  F.  McCarthy,  Ward  17;  James 
Murray,  Ward  17;  Howard  G.  Nutting,  Ward  17; 
Harold  C.  Roberts,  Ward  17;  Pearce  Roberts, 
Ward  17;  William  C.  Wall,  Jr.,  Ward  17;  George 
P.  Allendorf,  Ward  18;  Michael  P.  Bolendz,  Jr., 
Ward  18;  Walter  R.  Crellen,  Ward  18;  James  T. 
Darling,  Jr.,  Ward  18;  Walter  M.  Dempsev, 
Ward  18;  Paul  Diette,  Ward  18;  Robert  L.  Erick- 
son,  Ward  18;  William  J.  Grenier,  Ward  18; 
Samuel  Ingall,  Ward  18;  John  T.  Kenny,  Ward  18; 
John  J.  Mahoney,  Ward  18;  Charles  A.  McCarthy, 
Ward  18;  James  F.  McEntee,  Ward  18;  James  A. 
Murray,  Ward  18;  Richard  V.  Olson,  Ward  18; 
John  F.  Perry,  Ward  18;  George  R.  Pugsley, 
Ward  18. 

Edward  Baldwin,  Ward  19;  Stephen  Harish, 
Ward  19;  Frank  A.  Moran,  Ward  19;  William  J. 
Shea,  Ward  19;  Clarence  A.  Whitney,  Ward  19; 
Romeo  Catino,  Ward  20;  Edward  T.  Conley, 
Ward  20;  Charles  J.  Crasten,  Ward  20;  Robert  A. 
Crockett,  Ward  20;  Charles  F.  Goodrich,  Ward  20; 
Charles  F.  Groote,  Ward  20;  William  B.  MacDuff, 
Ward  20;  Edgar  L.  Roy,  Ward  20;  Henry 
Schumacher,  Ward  20;  Christopher  T.  Bishop, 
Ward  21;  Ernest  A.  Cook,  Ward  21;  Harold  S. 
Neuhoff,  Ward  21;  Benjamin  Sugarberg,  Ward  21; 
Willard  D.  Whitten,  Ward  21;  Nathen  Babcock, 
Ward  22;  Reginald  V.  Clayton,  Ward  22;  Linwood 
Connors,  Ward  22;  William  H.  Cooper,  Ward  22; 
John  Daley,  Ward  22;  Charles  A.  Eaton,  Ward  22; 
Lyndon  M.  Evelyn,  Ward  22;  Benjamin  F.  Fein- 
berg,  Ward  22;  Alvah  D.  Gardiner,  Ward  22; 
Edward  A.  Klemer,  Ward  22;  William  J.  Sweeney, 
Ward  22;  William  H.  Verny,  Ward  22;  Joseph  L, 
Winters,  Ward  22. 
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CITY     COUNCIL. 


PETITIONS  REFERRED. 

The  following  petitions  were  received  and 
referred  to  the  c litteea  named,  viz.: 

Claims. 

Charles  .'.  Bates,  for  compensation  for  di 

to  car  caused  bj  an  alleged  defect  in  Firs!  street, 
Soul  b    Bos  ton 

Margaret  M.  Cahill,  for  compensation  for 
injuries  caused  by  an  alleged  defect  at  Tremont 
i  |  and  Temple  place. 

Neil  P.  Coyle,  for  reimbursement  as  result  of 
accident  which  occurred  while  in  performance  of 
duty  as  employee  of  Sanitary  Service. 

William  Crone,  i"  be  reimbursed  for  loss  of 
false  teeth  at  City  Hospital. 

Joseph  H.  Fountain,  for  compensation  for 
damage  to  ear  by  city  car. 

Leonard  Furniture  Company',  for  compensation 
for  damage  to  property  at  770  Washington  street 
by  city  ear. 

Mrs.  John  T.  O.  Loughlin,  for  compensation 
for  injuries  caused  by  an  alleged  defect  at  Washing- 
ton and  Winter  streets.    • 

Janet  11.  Murphy,  for  compensation  for  injuries 
caused  by  an  alleged  defect  at.  307  Cambridge 
street. 

Millie  Thalheimer,  for  refund  of  permit  fee  for 
opening    sewer. 

Committee  on  Licenses. 
Petitions   for   driveway   openings:    D.W.Dunn 
storage    Company,    at    3183    Washington    street; 
Fur     Merchant?     Realty     Corporation,     at     717 
Atlantic  avenue. 


APPROVAL  OF  CONSTABLE'S  BOND. 

The  constable's  bond  of  Rudolph  Trent,  having 
been  duly  approved  by  the  City  Treasurer,  was 
received  and  approved  by  the  Council. 


NOTICE   OF   HEARING. 

Notice  was  received  from  the  Department  of 
Public  Utilities  of  hearing  to  be  held  October  14 
at  10.30  a.  m.  on  petition  of  New  England  Trans- 
portation Company  for  certificate  of  public 
convenience  and  necessity  to  operate  motor 
vehicles  from  Park  square  over  Broadway,  Tremont 
street,  Stuart  street  and  Eliot  street  to  its  junction 
with  Columbus  avenue. 

Placed  on  file. 


RESIGNATION  OF  THOMAS  MARROW   AS 
CONSTABLE. 

Notice  was  received  of  the  resignation  of  Thomas 
Marrow  as  constable,  and  acceptance  by  the 
Mayor. 

Placed  on  file. 


APPOINTMENT  OF  KEEPER  OF  LOCK-UP. 

Notice  was  received  from  Police  Commissioner 
Sullivan  of  appointment  of  Lieut.  John  F.  Pctitti 
to  serve  as  Keeper  of  the  Lock-Up. 

Placed  on  file. 


REPORT  ON  INCINERATORS. 
The  following  was  received: 

City  of  Boston, 
Finance  Commission, 

October  2,  1946. 
To  the  Honorable  the  Mayor  and  City  Council. 
Gentlemen,— It   has   been    the  intention    of  the 
-Finance  Commission  for  several  years  to  keep  con- 
i  ly  before  the  <  !ity  Government  the  advantages 

■    i     payers  in   i  he  adopt  ion  of  incinerat 

for   the   disposal    of   refuse   eolleelion:     The   ( 'oin- 
missii  tedrj   shown  thai   the  diversified 

oJ    di  po   d   ol    refu  e   e L03  ed    by    I  he 

'  'in  i  n    resulting  njustifiably  high 

costs.     Since  1941,  the  C i i  hai  commented 

led,  this  sit  ua  i  ion  in  not  less  than  ten 
formal    mi In    addition,    represen- 
ts  e  coni   ■  red  on  thi      ibjeef  n  it  b  ma  yoi 
and  officials  of  the  Public  Work    Department  on 

nn<-    of    I  In  .-■     i         has    any    of    I  hose 

having    knowledge    and    responsibility    in    this   ex- 


pensive item  of  service  cost  expressed  any  dissent 

in    the   oft-repeated   claims   of    the   Commission: 

(1)  that  il dating;  costs  were  scandalously  high; 

(2)  that  the  existing  methods  were  unscientific 
and  highly  objectionable;  and  (3)  that  incineration 

in   modern   plants  would  1 bjectionable  and 

cheaper.     The  C nission  has  repeatedly  pointed 

to  i In'  number  of  municipalities,  large  and  small, 
which  have  adopted  the  incineration  method. 
The  great  City  of  New  York,  with  a  problem  in 
this  connection  similar  to  Boston's,  but  much 
greater,  first  tried  lo  avoid  the  expense  of  com- 
plete incineration  by  development  of  the  land 
dump  idea,  but  after  a  decade  of  experiment, 
according  to  a  recent  announcement  by  the  New 

York   Mayor w  returns  to  incineration  as  the 

means  of  disposal  of  all  refuse  and  garbage.  New 
Y'ork  will  construct  five  new  incinerators  im- 
mediately and  reopen  seventeen  which  were  closed 
\\  hen  the  land  dump  method  was  adopted.  Dump- 
ing refuse  on  land  is  to  be  definitely  terminated. 
In  Boston  a  similar  change  is  even  more  pressing 
because  dump  sites  arc  becoming  extinct,  and 
objections  by  resident  abutters  to  present  sites  arc 
mounting. 

The  Finance  Commission  has  been  fortified  in 
ils  contention  that  incineration  should  be  adopted 
by  every  Boston  Commissioner  of  Public  Works 
of  the  past  decade.  These  have  been  the  officials 
who  had  the  responsibility  of  administering  the 
service  of  the  collection  and  disposal  of  refuse  and 
garbage.  Moreover,  all  contemporary  mayors 
have  expressed  approval  of  the  idea. 

However,  despite  this  unanimity  of  opinion, 
accomplishments  in  this  direction  have  been 
negligible.  During  the  short  Kerrigan  adminis- 
tration, a  contract  was  let  to  plan  an  incinerator 
in  the  South  End  which  would  make  possible  the 
elimination  of  the  very  expensive  disposal  method 
employed  for  collections  in  the  business  center  of 
the  city  and  in  parts  of  adjoining  residential 
anas  (dumping  in  scows  at  Fort  Hill  Wharf  on 
Atlantic  avenue,  at  Albany  street  yards  of  the 
Public  Works  Department,  and  at  Victory  road 
in  Dorchester).  Approximately  $25,000  has  been 
paid  for  these  plans,  and  the  engineers  have  made 
claim  to  the  balance  of  the  $30,000  appropriation 
which  was  made  available  for  this  project  in 
February  of  1945.  Yet  the  plans  have  been 
gathering  dust  in  the  files  of  the  Public  Works 
Department  for  a  year.  Ostensibly,  there  is  a 
difference  of  opinion  on  what  was  contracted  for 
and  what  was  delivered.  As  a  result,  the  plans 
submitted  have  not  been  accepted.  This  is  where 
that  matter  stands.  It  is  the  largest  and  the 
must  important  item  in  the  disposal  problem. 

In  another  instance,  early  in-  1946  the  refuse 
collector  in  the  Allston-Brighton  section  was 
denied  the  further  use  of  the  dump  in  Watertown 
to- which  he  was  accustomed  to  tote  his  collections. 
After  vain  effort,  by  the  city  to  obtain  dumping 
privileges  for  him  in  Brighton,  and  in  WestRoxbury, 
the  city  was  forced  by  circumstances  to  arrange 
to  have  his  collections  toted  to  a  dump  in  Dor- 
chester. This  dump  has  a  limited  capacity,  i.  e., 
if  will  serve  only  for  a  fairly  short  time.  It  is  now 
costing  the  city  $7,000  a  month,  .$84,000  a  year, 
for  this  extra  haul  alone.  To  eliminate  this  expen- 
sive arrangement,  the  Finance  Commission  pro- 
posed that  the  city  erect  an  incinerator  of  200 
tons  capacity  on  a  locus  in  the  Western  avenue 
paving  yard.  On  the  recommendation  of  the 
Public  Works  Commissioner,  an  order  for  an 
appropriation  of  $200,000  for  this  project  was 
submitted  by  Mayor  Curley  to  the  City  Council 
on  September  9,  1946.  This  order  is  temporarily 
pigeon-holed  in  a  council  committee.  Meanwhile 
the  Finance  Commission  has  been  informed  that 
real  estate  operators  are  endeavoring  to  interfere 
in  the  selection  of  a  site.  This  is  where  that  matter 
stands. 

The  primary  purpose  of  this  communication  is 
to  record  this  present  state  of  the  efforts  to  bring 
about  scientific  and  economical  disposal  of  refuse 
in    Boston    and    incidentally    to    refer    again    to    a 

i stion    made   in  a  report   on    May   24,    1946, 

Ji  i-m  the  Commission  proposed  that  the  city 
take  over  the  work  of  the  disposal  of  the  collections 
in  the  business  center  and  parts  of  areas  adjoining. 
This  disposal  is  now  arranged  for  by  contract  with 
the  Coleman  Disposal  Company  which  totes 
scows  loaded  at  Port  Hill  Wharf,  at  Albany  street 
yards  of  the  Public  Works  Department,  and  at 
Victory  Road,  Dorchester,  to  Spectacle  Island  and 
I  lure  dumps  the  refuse  on  city-owned  land.  The 
city  is  now  paying  the  contractor  $114,000  a  year 
for  this  work. 
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In  the  report  of  May  24,  1946,  the  Finance 
Commission  stated  its  opinion  that  the  City  could 
take  over  this  work  for  a  net  cost  of  approximately 
$215,000.  That  is  $200,000  less  than  is  now  paid 
to  the  contractor. 

This  opinion  of  the  Finance  Commission  is 
based  on  a  careful  survey  of  the  conditions.  The 
estimate  of  the  justifiable  cost  will  stand  the 
closest  scrutiny.  In  making  the  recommendation 
that  the  City  should  undertake  this  work  itself, 
the  Finance  Commission  is  not  abandoning  the 
idea  that  disposal  in  an  incinerator  on  Albany 
Street  as  proposed  is  the  proper  method.  The 
Commission  believes  that  that  construction  should 
be  speeded. 

Nevertheless  the  construction  of  this  Albany 
Street  incinerator  will  take  considerable  time, 
probably  more  than  a  year  once  the  start  has  been 
made  to  obtain  authority  and  appropriation  for 
construction.  Disposal  service  by  other  means 
must  continue  in  the  meantime.  Nevertheless, 
continuance  of  the  payment  of  $414,000  a  year  for 
it  is  not  justifiable,  The  City  can  do  the  work, 
can  buy  the  necessary  equipment,  and  still  leave  a 
substantial  margin  out  of  the  .$414,000. 

The  City  has  recently  elected  to  buy  out  the 
gas  street-lighting  equipment  _  and  perform  the 
work  of  lighting  many  streets  'by  gas  through  its 
ownership  of  the  equipment.  The  reason  there 
was  that  the  City  can  make  a  considerable  saving. 
The  situation  in  refuse  disposal  is  identical.  The 
City  can  give  the  same  service  more  cheaply  by 
purchasing  equipment  and  eliminating  the 
contractor. 

In  reaching  this  conclusion  the  Commission  has 
listed  the  employees  of  the  contractor  and  has 
provided  in  its  estimate  for  the  number  now 
engaged  in  the  work  and  has  allowed  the  prevailing- 
city  rate  of  pay  for  each. 

The  cost  to  the  Citv  on  this  basis  follows: 


Summary     of     Estimated   .  Cost     Under    City 
Operation. 

1  Superintendent  of  Disposal $5,200 

Labor  Cost: 

Spectacle  Island iq-2  422 

Fort  Hill  Station 5'682 

Albany  Street  Station 7^882 

Victory  Road  Station 1894 

Scows ii  |3g4 

Additional 10,000 

Total  Labor  Cost $144  444 

City's  Contribution  to  Retirement  Fund,  5,257 

Material  and  Supplies 90,000 

Towing  Charges °  30^092 

Telephone  Charges [  '500 

Repairs ]  5,000 

Total  Operating  Cost $275,293 

Less,  Estimated    Income    from    service 

charges 61,563 

Net  Annual  Operating  Cost $213,730 

1946  Coleman  Contract $414,000 

Estimated     Annual     Cost     under     city 

operation 213,730 

Saving $200,270 

The  above  figures  represent  an  approximate  cost 
of  operation  of  the  disposal  work,  if  performed  by 
the  City.  No  allowance  is  included  for  the  pur- 
chase of  the  necessary  equipment,  nor  any  capital 
financing. 

These  costs  do  not  include  the  personnel  and 
maintenance  cost  of  the  transfer  stations  at  Fort 
Hill  wharf,  at  Albany  Street  and  at  Mile  Road 
because  such  costs  are  city  costs  and  do  not  come 
out  of  the  contractor's  $414,000. 


A  breakdown  of  the  pay  roll  cost  by  unit  of  operation  follows: 

Spectacle  Island. 


Classification  of  Labor 


Contractor's 
Rate  of  Pay 


Prevailing- 
City  Rate 


Annual 
Pay* 


E.  C.  A. 
Per  Year 


$1  25  hour 

1  50  hour 

1   41  hour 

1  41  hour 

1   32  hour 

95  hour 

1   47  hour 

1  47  hour 

1  41  hour 

1   20  hour 

1  34  hour 

1    13  hour 

1   13  hour 

1  08  hour 

1  08  hour 

1  20  hour 

1  20  hour 

1  28  hour 

1  28  hour 

1  08  hour 

1  01  hour 

1    12  hour 

1  20  hour 

'  1   08  hour 

1   07  hour 

1   01  hour 

98  hour 

94  hour 

91  hour 

91  hour 

91  hour 

91  hour 

59  hour 

$2,800  00  year 
2,200  00  year 
00  00  week 
5-1  00  week 
48  00  week 
41   50  week 

40  00  week 

41  50  week 
7  00  day 
6  00  day 

50  00  week 
.  2,300  00  year 
G  00  day    ' 
6  00  day 
6  00  day 
50  00  week 
6  50  day 
6  50  day 
6  50  day 
6  50  day 
6  00  day 
6  00  day 
2,400  00  year 
2,400  00  year 

5  50  day 

6  00  day 
G  00  day 
6  00  day 
6  00  day 
5  50  day 
5  50  day 
5  50  day 
5  50  day 
5  50  day 

$2,800 
2,200 
3,128 
2,660 
7,510 
8,656 
2,086 
4,328 
2,156 
3,696 
2,607 
2,300 
1,848 
1,848 
1,848 
2,607 
2,002 
2,002 
2,002 
2,002 
1,848 
3.69G 
2,400 
2,400 
1,694 
1,848 
1,848 
1,848 
3,696 
1,694 
5,082 
1,694 
1,694 
1,694 

$200 

1  Office  Man 

200 

200 

200 

600 

800 

200 

400 

200 

400 

200 

200 

200 

1  Mechanic's  Helper  and  Tractor  Operator. . . 
1  Mechanic's  Helper  and  Tractor  Operator..  . 
1  Boat  Operator  and  Mechanic's  Helper 

200 
200 
200 
200 

200 

200 

1  Calker.  .                                         , 

200 

200 

400 

200 

200 

200 

200 

200 

200 

400 

200 

600 

200 

200 

200 

$93,422 
9,000 

$9,000 

$102,422 

*  Day  Labor  Annual  Pay  based  oil  308  working  days. 

f  Assumed  thai  slack  on  pay  roll  will  compensate  for  overtime  pay. 
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Foht  Hill  Transfer  Station. 


Classification  of  Labor 


Contractor's 
Rate  of  Pay 


Prevailing 
City  Rate 


Annual 
Pay 


E.  C.  A. 

Per  Year 


$65  00  week 
7  50  day 
7   16  day 
7  50  day 

$5  50  day 
5  50  day 

$1,694 
3,388 

$200 

400 

— 

$5,082 
600 

$5,682 

$600 

Albany  Street  Transfer  Station. 


Classification  of  Labor 


Contractor's 
Rate  of  Pay 


Prevailing 
City  Rate 


Annual 
Pay 


E.  C.  A. 
Per  Year 


$39  67  week 

46  00  week 

45  00  week 

45  00  week 

7  50  day 

$2,000  00  year 
5  50  day 
5  50  day 
5  50  day 

$2,000 
1,694 
1,694 
1,694 

$200 

200 

200 

200 

$7,082 
800 

$7,882 

$800 

Victory  Road  Transfer  Station. 


Classification  of  Labor 

Contractor's 
Rate  of  Pay 

Prevailing 
City  Rate 

Annual 
Pay 

E.  C.  A. 
Per  Year 

$6  33  1-3  day 

$5  50  day 

$1,694 

$200 

$1,694 
200 

$1,894 

$200 

Scows. 


Classification  of  Labor 


Contractor's 
Rate  of  Pay 


Prevailing 
City  Rate 


Annual 
Pay 


E.  C.  A. 
Per  Year 


$5  34  2-7  day 

$5  50  day 

$10,164 

$1,200 

$10,104 
1,200 

$1,200 

E  C  A  

$11,364 

The  difference  between  these  figures  of  cost,  if 
the  City  performs  the  service,  and  the  contract 
price  is  accounted  for  principally  by  the  profit  in 
the  present  arrangement.  In  addition,  there  are 
contractor  costs  which  the  City  would  not  have  in 
performance  of  the  work  by  its  own  employees. 

The  City  can  take  the  material  as  it  is  dumped 
on  scows  at  the  wharves,  in  purchased  or  hired 
scows,  just  as  the  present  contractor  does,  and 
hire  a  tug-towing  service  to  tote  the  scows  to 
Spectacle  Island.  There  is  now  no  complicated 
reduction  plant  at  Spectacle  Island  to  be  con- 
sidered, such  as  there  was  in  previous  generations 
of  disposal  at  Spectacle  Island.  The  material  is 
now  all  dumped  on  city-owned  land.  The  equip- 
ment used  by  the  contractor  which  consists  of  a 
railroad  engine,  and  trackage  and  open  railroad 
,  ,,     can  bi   eliminated.     Motor  trucks  can  be  used 


at  a  cheaper  cost  to  move  the  refuse  from  the 
landing  to  its  final  depository.  The  crane  used 
to  lift  the  refuse  from  the  scows  is  already  city 
property  and  is  listed  as  such  by  the  Board  of 
Assessors.  It  became  a  part  of  the  permanent 
fixtures  at  the  expiration  of  the  first  contract 
under  which  it  was  used.  A  provision  of  that 
contract  so  specified. 

Thus  the  City  can  follow  practically  the  same 
disposal  procedure  now  in  operation. 

The  Commission  deems  it  important  to  stress 
that  it  believes  there  should  be  no  further  delay  in 
arranging  for  the  construction  of  the  Albany 
Street  incinerator.  It  would  make  this  harbor 
disposal  method  unnecessary.  Nevertheless  it 
b:  h  :  ss  it  is  not  justifiable  tc  scntir.ui  th;  present 
method,  not  even  until  the  incinerator  is  in  oper- 
ation, because  the  cost  is  too  great. 
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For  many  years  this  contract  for  disposal  at 
Spectacle  Island  was  on  a  ten-year  basis  with 
approval  required  (by  the  charter  amendments  of 
1909)  by  the  City  Council  after  a  hearing.  When 
the  Finance  Commission  recommendation  to  sub- 
stitute the  incineration  method  in  a  plant  to  be 
constructed  on  Albany  Street  was  favorably 
received  in  1941,  it  was  then  decided  that  inasmuch 
as  incineration  was  soon  to  be  the  mode  of  disposal 
it  would  be  unwise  to  make  another  contract  on  a 
ten-year  basis  for  disposal  at  Spectacle  Island. 
Since  that  time  a  contract  has  been  given  each 
year  without  competition  to  the  Coleman  Disposal 
Company  on  a  one-year  basis.  This  circumvents 
the  charter  requirement  of  approval  by  the  City 
Council  which  applies  only  to  contracts  extending 
over  one  year. 

The  present  contract  with  the  Coleman  Disposal . 
Company  expires  on  December  31,  1946.  There 
is  still  time  within  which  the  City  can  make 
arrangements  to  take  over  this  service,  and  it  is 
recommended  that  the  making  of  such  arrange- 
ments be  started  at  once. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

Edward  F.  Mullen,  Chairman, 

Alexander  Wheeler, 

Leo  J.  Dunn, 

Frederick  Deane, 

The  Finance  Commission. 
Robert  E.  Cunniff,  Secretary. 
Placed  on  file. 


REPORT   OF  COMMITTEE   ON   LICENSES. 

Coun.  SCANNELL,  for  the  Committee  on 
Licenses,   submitted  the  following: 

Report  on  petition  (referred  September  30) 
of  Boston  Elevated  Railway  Company  for  permit 
to  operate  motor  vehicles  between  junction  of 
Washington  street  and  Gallivan  Boulevard  and 
junction  of  Morton  street  and  Gallivan  Boulevard 
over  Washington  street  and  Morton  street,  in 
either  direction — recommending  that  permit  be 
granted. 

Report  accepted;  permit  granted  under  usual 
conditions. 


PERAMBULATION   OF   BOUNDARY 
LINES,   ETC. 

President  KELLY  offered  the  following: 
Ordered,  That  two  members  of  the  City  Council, 
the  City  Clerk,  and  the  Chief  Engineer  of  the 
Street  Laying-Out  Department,  or  their  duly 
appointed  substitutes,  be,  and  hereby  are,  ap- 
pointed in  behalf  of  the  City  Council  to  perambu- 
late the  boundary  lines  and  to  examine  the  bound 
marks  between  Boston  and  the  adjacent  cities 
and  towns  of  Revere,  Everett,  Somerville,  Newton, 
Brookline,  Dedham  and  Milton;  to  report  de- 
scriptions of  the  same  and  to  cause  bound  marks 
to  be  erected  or  removed  wherever  necessary; 
the  expense  incurred  under  authority  of  this 
order,  if  any,  to  be  charged  to  the  Contingent 
Fund. 

The  order  was  passed,  under  suspension  of  the 
rule,  and  President  KELLY  appointed  Councilors 
Bryan  and  Hurley  as  the  two  members  from  the 
Council. 


PAYMENT   TO    INOCENTIA   F.    MAGUIRE. 

Coun.  BAYLEY  offered  the  following: 
Ordered,  That  under  the  provisions  of  chapter 
316  of  the  Acts  of  1946,  the  sum  of  fifteen  hundred 
($1,500)    be    allowed    and    paid    to    Inocentia    F. 
Maguire. 

Passed  under  suspension  of  the  rule. 


LOCKER  BUILDINGS  AT  COLUMBUS  PARK 
AND    STADIUM. 

Coun.  LINEHAN  offered  the  following: 
Ordered,  That  his  Honor  the  Mayor  request 
the  Park  Commissioner  to  put  the  two  locker 
buildings  at  Columbus  Park  and  Stadium  in  good 
condition  for  use  during  this  football  season  so 
that  warm  showers  and  lockers  will  be  available 
for  the  football  players  of  the  Boston  Park  Depart- 
ment League  and  other  organizations. 
Passed  under  suspension  of  the  rule. 


NAMING  OF  SQUARE  IN  HONOR  OF  LIEUT. 
GEORGE   W.   VACCARO,   JR. 
Coun.   SULLIVAN  offered  the  following: 
Ordered,  That  the  Mayor's  Committee  on  the 
Naming    of    Squares    be    requested,    through    his 
Honor   the   Mayor,    to    consider   the   advisability 
of  naming  the  square  at  the  junction  of  Roxbury, 
Zeigler    and    Washington    streets,     in    honor    of 
Lieut.  George  W.  Vaccaro,  Jr.,  who  was  killed  in 
action  on  his  131st  mission  over  Valence,  France. 
Passed  under  suspension  of  the  rule. 


PROPER  EQUIPMENT  AND  FACILITIES  AT 
PLAYGROUND   FIELD    HOUSES. 

Coun.   HANNON  offered  the  following: 

Ordered,  That  the  Park  Commissioner  be 
directed  by  his  Honor  the  Mayor  to  provide  proper 
equipment  and  facilities  at  all  field  houses  on 
Boston's  playgrounds;  particularly  hot  water, 
ropes  and  stakes,  and  equipment  for  marking  off 
the  lines  on  the  football  gridirons. 

Coun.  HANNON— Mr.  President,  this  order 
is  practically  a  duplicate  of  the  order  signed  by 
the  councilor  from  South  Boston.  I  think  that 
he  is  running  up  against  the  same  conditions  that 
I  and  other  councilors  have  run  up  against.  Some- 
thing should  be  done  to  make  our  playgrounds 
real  playgrounds.  I  was  to  a  football  game  Sun- 
day afternoon  in  the  Savin  Hill  section.  In  order 
to  play,  the  fellows  had  to  mark  off  the  field  them- 
selves. There  were  no  benches  for  them.  They 
had  to  take  benches  out  of  the  field  house.  It 
was  called  to  my  attention  on  Friday  that  the 
boiler  is  not  working.  I  got  in  touch  with  the 
Park  Commissioner.  We  found  that  some  repairs 
had  been  made.  There  was  warm  water  on  one 
side  but  only  cold  water  on  the  other  side.  These 
conditions  seem  to  prevail.  Another  thing,  there 
is  no  rope  to  rope  off  the  field.  The  result  is  that 
the  spectators  are  inside  the  boundary  lines  of 
the  field.  No  police  officer  can  hold  them  back. 
They  had  two  officers  Sunday.  They  were  doing 
the  best  they  could.  Ever  so  often  the  crowd 
would  sweep  onto  the  field.  It  is  fortunate  we 
did  not  have  any  fatalities  or  at  least  a  serious 
accident.  I  think  it  is  about  time  that  the  Park 
Commissioner  really  saw  to  it  that  the  various 
field  houses  in  the  different  playgrounds  of  the 
city  are  properly  equipped.  If  he  hasn't  the  money 
he  should  ask  for  it  and  get  it.  They  had  rope 
enough  there  to  rope  off  the  playgrounds  during 
the  football  game.  It  would  take  only  10  or  12 
stakes.  Sufficient  rope  could  be  kept  at  each 
house  to  do  it.  If  an  extra  man  is  needed,  the 
extra  man  should  be  provided.  I  think  in  reality 
a  playground  should  be  something  more  than  a 
place  that  has  been  cleared  off.  Some  of  them 
are  not  even  that.  I  hope  that  his  Honor  the 
Mayor  will  give  some  attention  to  this  and  direct 
the  present  Commissioner  to  see  to  it  that  when 
these  kids  go  out  to  play  ball,  whether  it  is  Sunday 
or  Monday,  or  any  other  day,  the  playgrounds  will 
be  in  proper  condition  and  that  care  will  be  used 
to  see  that  spectators  will  not  be  trampled  upon. 

The  order  was  passed  under  suspension  of  the 
rule. 


LIGHTING        FACILITIES,        HAUTEVALE 
AND   DALE   STREETS. 
Coun.  CANTWELL  offered  the  following: 
Ordered,    That    the    Commissioner    of    Public 

Works  be  directed,  through  his  Honor  the  Mayor, 

to  provide  additional  lighting  facilities  on  Haute- 

vale  and  Dale  streets,  Ward  18. 

Passed  under  suspension  of  the  rule. 


TRAFFIC   SIGNALS,   CUMMINS   HIGHWAY 
AND   HYDE   PARK   AVENUE. 
Coun.  CANTWELL  offered  the  following: 
Ordered,    That    the    Traffic    Commissioner    be 
directed,  through  his  Honor  the  Mayor,  to  arange 
for  the  installation  of  traffic  signal  lights  at  the 
junction   of   Cummins   Highway   and   Hyde   Park 
avenue,  Ward  18. 

Passed  under  suspension  of  the  rule. 
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NEW    SIDEWALK    ON    PORTION    OP 

CUMMINS    III.:  M  \\  \v. 

Coun.  CANTWELL  offered  the  following: 
Ordered,  Thai  the  Commissioner  of  Public 
\\  01  ks  I"-  requested,  through  his  Honor  the  Mayor, 
to  construct  a  new  sidewalk  al  thai  portion  of 
Cummins  Highway,  opposite  \\>s.  200  310,  tore- 
pi  ice  the  presenl  gravel  sidewalk  a1  this  location. 
Passed  under  suspension  of  the  rule. 


ACCEPTANCE    OF    WHITNEY    PARK    AND 
BALDWIN   STREET,    MAUD    18. 

i  oun.  CANTWELL  offered  the  following: 
Ordered,   That   the    Board   of   Street    Commis- 
sioners be  requested,  through  his.  Honor  the  Maj  or, 
to  accept  ami  lay  out  as  public  highways  Whitney 
park  and  Baldwin  street.  Ward  18. 
Passed  undei  suspension  of  the  rule. 


REPORT  OF  COMMITTEE  ON 
CONSTABLES  AND   CONFIRMATIONS. 

Coun.  BRYAN,  for  the  Committee  on  Con- 
stables and  Confirmations,  submitted  the  following': 

Report  on  appointment  of  John  Mercandante 
(referred  September  30)  as  constable  for  term  end- 
ing April  30,  1947,  authorized  to  serve  civil  process 
upon  filing  of  bond — recommending  confirmation 
of  appointment. 

The  report  was  accepted,  and  the  question  came 
on  confirmation.  Committee,  Councilors  Sullivan 
and  Caritwell,  and  the  appointment  was  confirmed, 
yeas  12,  nays  0. 


REPORT  OF  COMMITTEE  ON  COUNTY 
ACCOUNTS. 

Coun.  BRYAN,  for  the  Committee  on  County 
Accounts,  submitted  the  following: 

Report  on  message  of  the  Mayor  and  order  (re- 
ferred September  23)  to  amend  compensation  and 
classification  plans  by  re-establishing  the  classi- 
fication of  chief  stenographer  and  indictment  clerk, 
in  office  of  District  Attorney  of  Suffolk  County — 
recommending  that  same  ought  to  pass. 

Report  accepted ;   said  order  passed. 


RUTHERFORD  AVENUE,   WARD   2. 

Coun.  KINSELLA  offered  the  following: 
Ordered,  That  his  Honor  the  Mayor  be  requested 
to  order  the  Commissioner  of  Public  Works  to 
require  the  Boston  Consolidated  Gas  Company  to 
restore  Rutherford  avenue,  Ward  2,  to  its  original 
condition. 

Passed  under  suspension  of  the  rule. 


MOTION  TO  ADJOURN. 

Coun.  FISH— Mr.  President,  out  of  respect  to 
the  untimely  death  of  a  former  member  of  this 
Body,  Fred  Dowling,  who  in  fact  is  being  buried 
this  afternoon,  I  move  we  do  now  adjourn. 

Coun.  SULLIVAN— Mr.  President. 

President  KELLY — There  is  no  debate,  coun- 
cilor. 

Coun.  SULLIVAN— Mr.  President,  I  would  like 
to  raise  a  point  of  order.  We  could  adjourn  to  a 
specified  time.  There  is  something  on  the  calendar, 
$5,000,000.  It  takes  effect  October  17  if  we  do  not 
take  action  on  it  one  way  or  another.  I  think  some 
consideration  should  be  given  to  the  members  who 
an-  seeking  information. 

President  KELLY— The  Chair  will  rule  that  is 
not  a  point  of  order.  The  members  know  (hat 
themselves. 

The  question  eame  on  adjournment.  The  chair- 
man was  in  doubt.  There  was  a  rising  vote,  and 
the  motion  was  not  carried. 


RECESS. 
On    motion    of   Councilor    Bryan    the    Council 

Oted   at   2.50  p.   111.    to    take  a   recess  subject    to    the 

call  of  the  ('hair.  The  members  reassembled  and 
were  called  to  order  by  President  Kelly  at  3.05 
p.  m. 


EXECUTIVE   COMMITTEE    REPORTS. 

Coun.  FISH,  for  the  Executive  Committee, 
submitted  the  following: 

Report  on  message  of  Mayor  and  order  (referred 
today)  for  transfer  of  300,000  square  feet  of  land 
at  Gallivan  Boulevard  and  Washington  street 
from  custody  of  Hoard  of  Real  Estate  Commis- 
sioners to  custody  of  Park  Department — that 
same  ought  to  pass. 

Report  accepted;   said  order  passed. 


REGRET  AT  DEATH  OF  FREDERIC  E. 
DOWLING. 

Coun.  MADDEN,  LANE  and  KELLY  offered 
the  following: 

Resolved,  That  the  City  Council  of  the  City  of 
Boston,  in  meeting  assembled,  hereby  expresses 
its  deep  regret  at  the  untimely  passing  of  Frederic 
E.  Dowling,  Election  Commissioner  of  Boston, 
and  former  member  of  the  City  Council,  whose 
long,  honorable  and  conscientious  contributions 
lo  the  city  government  of  Boston  will  forever 
preserve  his  memory  as  one  of  Boston's  foremost 
citizens. 

The  resolution  was  passed  by  a  unanimous 
rising  vote. 


INCREASED   SALARIES   FOR   CITY 
HOSPITAL   EMPLOYEES. 

Coun.  SCANNELL  offered  the  following- 
Ordered,  That  his  Honor  the  Mayor  be  requested 
to  immediately  increase  the  salaries  of  nurses  and 
other  employees  of  the  Boston  City  Hospital  and 
also  to  arrange  for  the  appointment  of  additional 
nurses  to  the  staff  of  this  institution. 

Coun.  SCANNELL— Mr.  President,  for  years, 
as  a  member  of  the  Council,  I  have  been  on  the 
Committee  on  Hospitals  and,  therefore,  I  have  had 
an  opportunity  to  see  and  to  study  the  conditions 
prevailing  at  the  City  Hospital,  and  realize  the 
serious  condition  there  now,  particularly  because 
of  shortage  of  nurses.  Mr.  President,  I  say  now, 
because  of  my  knowledge  of  conditions  at  that 
institution,  that  there  are  actually  patients  there 
dying  at  the  present  time,  because  of  the  neglect 
caused  by  shortage  of  help.  That  is  a  pretty  strong 
statement,  to  make,  but  it  is  the  truth.  We  have 
nurses  at  the  hospital  who  are  taking  care  of  fifty 
patients  at  a  time,  because  of  this  shortage. 
Imagine  that,  Mr.  President,  the  nurses  there, 
now  getting  $30  a  week,  being  obliged  to  put  up 
with  that  sort  of  thing,  but  simply  not  wanting  to 
leave  the  hospital  because  of  their  loyalty  to  it. 
You  all  understand,  as  well  as  I  do,  that  the 
nurses  there  are  underpaid  and  that  there  is  not  a 
sufficient  number  of  them  to  enable  them  to 
properly  perform  their  duties.  The  conditions 
at  the  hospital  in  this  respect  are  really  acute, 
and  the  number  of  nurses  and  employees  at  the 
hospital  should  be  increased  at  the  earliest  possible 
moment,  and  their  salaries  increased.  I  feel,  of 
course,  that  naturally  we  all  want  to  do  what  is 
best  for  the  patients  at  the  hospital  and  for  the 
nurses  and  other  employees.  The  Trustees  should 
do  something  for  the  nurses  at  the  hospital,  and  I 
feel  confident  that,  if  the  means  are  supplied  to 
them,  they  will  do  their  best.  They  have  done 
what  they  could  under  the  conditions  which  have 
prevailed,  and  I  feel  sure  that  if  we  do  our  part, 
they  will  cooperate.  Our  nurses  and  employees 
have  been  loyal,  and  I  know  that,  with  our  help, 
the  present  conditions  there  will  be  relieved.  I 
speak  at  this  time  feeling  that  I  know  the  con- 
ditions up  there,  and  I  realize  any  members  who 
may  look  into  the  matter  will  feel  that  something 
should  be  done  immediately  to  take  care  of  faith- 
ful nurses  and  other  employees.  Let  us  see  if  we 
cannot  give  much  needed  help  to  those  nurses  and 
employees  at  this  time.  We  now  have  the  oppor- 
tunity and  we  should  take  advantage  of  if.  I 
ask  suspension  of  the  rule  and  the  passage  of  the 
order. 

The  order  was  passed  under  suspension  of  the 
rule. 


LOAN   FOR   OFF-STREET  PARKING. 

Coun.  CHASE — Mr.  President,  a  point  of  infor- 
mation. I  would  like  to  know  whether  No.  1  on 
the  calendar,  $5,000,000,  was  also  in  before  the 
Executive  Session. 
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President  KELLY — The  order  is  now  in  the 
Executive  Committee. 

Conn.  SULLIVAN— Mr.  President,  I  move 
No.  1  be  taken  from  the  calendar. 

Coun.  MUGHNICK— Mr.  President. 

President  KELLY — I  am  sorry,  your  motion  is 
out  of  order.  It  is  not  No.  1,  it  is  lines  1  and  2 
on  the  calendar. 

Coun.  MUCHNICK— Mr.  President,  I  move 
we  adjourn. 

Coun.  RUSSO — Mr.  President,  a  point  of  order. 

Coun.  CHASE— Mr.  President. 

President  KELLY — There  is  no  debate. 

The  question  came  on  the  motion  to  adjourn. 
The  motion  was  declared  carried.  Councilor 
Russo  doubted  the  vote,  and,  a  sufficient  number 
of  councilors  having  supported  him,  the  clerk 
called  the  roll.     The  motion  was  lost,  yeas  8,  nays  8: 

Yeas — Councilors  Bryan,  Cantwell,  Carey,  .Fish, 
Kelly,  Kinsella,  McCormack,  Muchnick — 8. 

Nays — Councilors  Bayley,  Chase,  Keenan,  Line- 
han,  Moriarty,  Russo,  Scannell,  Sullivan — 8. 

Coun.  SULLIVAN— On  lines  1  and  2  on  the 
calendar,  is  it  a  general  practice  to  list  loan  orders 
on  the  calendar? 

President  KELLY — I  understand  this  is  put  in 
the  calendar  to  remind  the  Body  to  act,  for  action 
has  to  be  taken  before  October  17,  or  it  passes. 
The  Chair  will  also  remind  the  Body  this  order  is 
still  in  the  Executive  Committee. 

Coun.  RUSSO — Mr.  President,  a  point  of  infor- 
mation. The  reason  I  ask  a  point  of  information 
is  that  this  calendar  has  fooled  me.  It  might  fool 
some  of  the  other  councilors.  I  took  it  for  granted 
it  was  before  the  Council  Body  here.  Now  we 
find  it  is  in  Executive.  We  have  just  come  out  of 
Executive.  To  my  surprise  all  of  the  matters 
were  taken  up  in  Executive  except  this  matter  of 
the  $5,000,000. 

President  KELLY — The  Chair  has  no  control 
over  what  took  place  in  the  Executive  Session.  It 
is  up  to  the  members  of  the  Body. 

Coun.  SCANNELL— Mr.  President. 

Coun.  CHASE— Mr.  President. 

Coun.  RUSSO — Am  I  in  order  to  move  we  go 
back  in  Executive  Session? 

President  KELLY — Councilor  Russo  moves  we 
now  go  back  into  Executive  Session.  Speaking  on 
the  motion,  Councilor  Chase. 

Coun.  CHASE — Mr.  President,  I  am  of  the 
opinion  a  number  of  councilors  did  not  realize- this 
matter  is  now  pending  before  the  Executive  Com- 
mittee. They  were  confused  by  the  fact  this 
$5,000,000  proposition  did  appear  on  the  calendar. 

I  think  it  is  only  proper  we  should  go  back  into 
Executive  and  give  consideration  to  the  $5,000,000 
loan  order.  I  have  in  mind,  sir,  that  it  is  only  a 
few  days  away  when  this  loan  order  will  auto- 
matically pass,  unless  action  is  taken  on  it  one 
way  or  another.  Personally,  I  am  not  in  favor  of 
granting  $5,000,000.  I  say,  grant  11,000,000  piece- 
meal. I  think,  Mr.  President,  in  view  of  the  fact 
that  it  involves  a  lot  of  money  and  there  is  quite  a 
bit  of  controversy  over  it,  we  should  go  back  into 
Executive  and  determine  just  what  action  the 
Council  will  take.  I  hope  we  do  return  to  the 
Executive. 

Coun.  SCANNELL— Mr.  President,  I  would 
like  to  make  an  amendment  to  that,  that  the 
Executive    Committee    meet    Friday    morning    at 

II  o'clock  for  the  purpose  of  seeking  more  informa- 
tion in  regard  to  off-street  parking.  I  would  like 
to  make  an  amendment  to  that,  to  10  o'clock. 

President  KELLY — AH  right,  councilor.  It  is  a 
separate  motion.  It  takes  precedence  over  your 
motion  (to  Councilor  Russo). 

Coun.  RUSSO — Talking  on  the  motion,  Mr. 
President,  I  am  in  favor  of  it  so  far  as  having  the 
Executive  Session  on  next  Friday.  I  hope  that 
the  persons  interested  in  this  $5,000,000,  the  heads 
of  the  various  departments,  will  be  before  us. 

President  KELLY — The  question  is  on  Coun- 
cilor Scannell's  motion  that  the  next  Executive 
Session  be  Friday  morning  at  10  o'clock. 

Coun.  SULLIVAN— Mr.  President,  I  wish  to 
further  amend  the  motion  to  make  it  tomorrow 
morning   at    11    o'clock,    Tuesday   morning.     We 


know  that  Thursday  and  Friday  are  days  of  the 
series  games  here  in  Boston. 

President  KELLY — I  am  sorry,  councilor,  but 
the  motion  for  the  longer  time  takes  precedence. 
Councilor  Scannell's  motion  is  in  order  that  the 
next  Executive  meeting  of  the  Boston  City  Council 
be  on  Friday  morning  at  10  o'clock. 

The  question  came  on  the  motion  and  the  Chair, 
being  in  doubt,  asked  for  a  rising  vote.  The 
motion  was  lost. 

Coun.  BRYAN — Mr.  President,  I  move  we  now 
adjourn. 

President  KELLY — Councilor  Sullivan  had  a 
pending  motion. 

Coun.  SULLIVAN— That  the  Executive  Com- 
mittee meet  tomorrow  at  11  o'clock. 

Coun.  FISH — Mr.  President,  speaking  on  the 
motion,  this  has  been  a  matter  which  has  been 
controversial.  I  do  not  know  whether  every 
witness  that  the  Council  wished  to  have  present 
has  been  present.  If  there  are  any  more  to  be 
heard  I  would  like  to  have  the  Council  take 
that  into  consideration.  Can  we  get  them  here 
tomorrow  morning  at  11  o'clock?  That  is  the 
only  reason  I  voted  to  have  the  hearing  Friday 
morning  at  10  o'clock.  However,  if  any  individual 
councilor  has  somebody  he  wants  to  invite  and 
he  feels  he  can  get  them  here  tomorrow  morning 
at  11  o'clock,  possibly  it  would  be  a  better  day  to 
have  a  hearing. 

President  KELLY — The  motion  is  to  have  the 
next  Executive  meeting  tomorrow  morning  at 
11  o'clock. 

Coun.  CHASE — Talking  on  the  motion,  Mr. 
President,  I  would  like  to  know,  since  we  have 
had  a  number  of  witnesses  before  our  Executive 
Session,  I  would  like  to  know  just  what  other 
witnesses  will  be  called  before  the  committee  in 
the  hope  that  information  will  be  given. 

Coun.  FISH— Mr.  President. 

Coun.   SCANNELL— Mr.   President. 

Coun.  FISH — Speaking  as  chairman  of  the 
Executive  Committee,  my  individual  opinion  is  we 
have  heard  about  everybody.  I  just  give  the 
thought  to  the  Council  that,  if  they  have  anybody 
else,  we  would  be  glad  to  hear  them.  Can  we  get 
them  here  by  11  o'clock  tomorrow? 

Coun.  RUSSO — Mr.  President,  I  would  like  to 
have  the  chairman  of  the  Executive  Committee 
invite  also  a  Mr.  Eliot  before  our  committee. 
The  last  time  he  stated  he  would  be  glad  to  come 
in  at  any  time  we  requested  to  give  us  all  the 
information  that  he  can  to  enlighten  us  so  far  as 
this  $5,000,000  is  concerned. 

President  KELLY — Do  you  make  that  in  the 
form  of  a  motion? 

Coun.  RUSSO— I  do. 

Coun.  FISH — Mr.  President,  the  Chair  will  be 
pleased  to  extend  the  invitation  to  Mr.  Eliot  if 
the  Council  so  votes  for  a  meeting  tomorrow. 
I  cannot  guarantee  he  will  be  here  on  such  short 
notice  any  more  than  I  can  guarantee  any  business- 
man will  be  here  on  such  short  notice.  I  will 
extend  the  invitation  this  afternoon. 

The  question  came  on  the  motion  to  have  the 
Executive  Session  Tuesday  at  11  a.  m.  and  to 
invite  Mr.  Eliot  to  attend.     The  motion  was  lost. 

Coun.  CHASE — Mr.  President,  I  move  that 
this  $5,000,000  loan  order  be  taken  from  the 
calendar. 

Coun.  MUCHNICK— Mr.  President,  a  point  of 
order. 

Coun.  BRYAN— Mr.  President. 

President  KELLY — The  motion  is  out  of  order. 
The  $5,000,000  loan  order  is  not  on  the  calendar. 

Coun.  BRYAN — Mr.  President,  I  move  we 
now  adjourn. 

President  KELLY — There  is  no  debate. 

The  question  came  on  the  motion  to  adjourn. 
The  Chairr  being  in  doubt,  asked  for  a  standing 
vote,  and  the  motion  to  adjourn  was  carried, 
yeas  11,  nays  7. 


Adjourned  at  3.50  p.  m.,  on  motion  of  Councilor 
Bryan,  to  meet  on  Monday,  October  14,  1946, 
at  2  p.  m. 
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CITY  OF  BOSTON. 


Proceedings  of  City  Council. 


Monday,  October     14,  1946. 

Regular  meeting  of  the  City  Council  held 
in  the  Council  Chamber,  City  Hall,  at  2  p.  m., 
President  KELLY  in  the  chair.  Absent,  Coun- 
cilor Hannon. 

The  meeting  was  opened  with  the  salute  to 
the  Flag. 


APPOINTMENT  BY  THE  MAYOR. 

Subject  to  confirmation  by  the  Council,  the 
Mayor  submitted  the  following  appointment,  viz.: 

George  M.  Fitzgerald,  200  Weld  street,  Ros- 
lindale,  Mass.,  as  constable  to  serve  without 
bond  and  without  authority  to  serve  civil  proc- 
ess for  term  ending  April  30,  1947. 

Referred  to  Committee  on  Constables  and 
Confirmations. 


INSTALLATION     OF     ELECTRIC     LIGHTS, 
WARD  12. 

The  following  was  received: 

City  of  Boston, 
Office  of  the  Mayor,  October  14,  1946. 
To  the  City  Council. 

Gentlemen, — I  transmit  herewith  communi- 
cation from  the  Commissioner  of  Public  Works, 
in  reply  to  your  order  of  September  30,  1946, 
to  install  electric  street  lights  at  the  corner  of 
Humboldt  avenue  and  Waumbeck  street,  and 
at  the  corner  of  Pleasanton  and  Ruthven  streets, 
Ward  12. 

Respectfully, 
James  M.  Cukley,  Mayor. 


City  of  Boston, 
Public  Works  Department, 

October  8,  1946. 
Mr.  J.  Joseph  Connors, 

Chief  Clerk,  Mayor's  Office. 
Dear    Sir, — I    return    herewith   order   in   City 
Council  that  the  Commissioner  of  Public  Works 
install  electric  street  lights  at  the  corner  of  Hum- 
boldt avenue  and  Waumbeck  street,   and  at  the 
corner  of  Pleasanton  and  Ruthven  streets,  Ward  12. 
Please   be    advised    that    the    Lighting    Service 
of   the   Public    Works    Department   will   make    a 
survey    of    the    above-mentioned    locations    with 
a   view   to  improving   conditions,    provided   same 
is  necessary  and  conditions  permit. 
Very  truly  yours, 

Robert  P.  Curley, 
Commissioner  of  Public  Works. 
Placed  on  file. 


REPLACING    OF    CERTAIN    GAS    LIGHTS 
IN  CHARLESTOWN. 

The  following  was  received: 

City  of  Boston, 
Office  of  the  Mayor,  October  14,  1946. 
To  the  City  Council. 

Gentlemen, — I  transmit  herewith  communi- 
cation from  the  Commissioner  Of  Public  Works, 
in  reply  to  your  order  of  September  30,  1946,  to 
order  the  "Street  Lighting  Division  of  the  Pub- 
lic Works  Department"  to  replace  the  gas  light 
in  front  of  45  Sever  street,  Charlestown,  with  an 
electric  light  standard  and  light,  also  to  replace 
with  an  electric  light  the  gas  light  now  located 
on  Haverhill  street  opposite  the  head  of  Sever 
street,  Charlestown,  Ward  2,  Boston. 

Respectfully, 
James  M.  Curley,  Mayor- 


City  of  Boston, 
Public  Works  Department, 

October  8,  1946. 
Mr.  J.  Joseph  Connors, 

Chief  Clerk,  Mayor's  Office. 
Dear  Sir, —  I  return  herewith  order  in  City 
Council  that  the  Commissioner  of  Public  Works 
order  the  "Street  Lighting  Division  of  the  Public 
Works  Department"  to  replace  the  gas  light  in 
front  of  45  Sever  street,  Charlestown,  with  an 
electric  light  standard  and  light,  also  to  replace 
with  an  electric  light  the  gas  light  now  located 
on  Haverhill  street  opposite  the  head  of  Sever 
street,  Charlestown,  Ward  2,  Boston. 

Please  be  advised  that  the  Lighting  Service 
of  the  Highway  Division  will  make  a  survey  of 
the  above-mentioned  locations  with  the  view 
of  making  the  changes  requested,  provided  same 
are  necessary  and  conditions  permit. 
Very  truly  yours, 

Robert  P.  Curley, 
Commissioner  of  Public  Works. 
Placed  on  file. 


TRAFFIC   LIGHTS,   HYDE   PARK  AVENUE 
AND   NEPONSET  AVENUE. 
The  following  was  received: 

City  of  Boston, 
Office  of  the  Mayor,  October  14,  1946. 
To  the  City  Council, 

Gentlemen, — I  transmit  herewith  communi- 
cation from  the  Traffic  Commission,  in  reply  to 
your  order  of  September  23,  1946,  to  install  traffic 
lights  at  the  junction  of  Hyde  Park  avenue  and 
Neponset  avenue. 

Respectfully, 
James  M.  Curley,  Mayor. 

City  of  Boston, 
Traffic  Commission,  October  7,  1946. 
Hon.  James  M.  Curley, 

Mayor  of  Boston. 
Dear  Mr.  Mayor, — This  is  in  reply  to  Council 
order  dated  September  23,  1946,   which  reads  as 
follows: 

Ordered,  That  the  Board  of  Traffic  Commis 
sloners  be  requested,  through  his  Honor  the  Mayor, 
to  install  traffic  lights  at  the  junction  of  Hyde 
Park  avenue  and  Neponset  avenue. 

The  junction  of  Hyde  Park  avenue  and  Nepon- 
set avenue  forms  a  so-called  "T"  intersection, 
that  is,  Neponset  avenue  enters  Hyde  Park  avenue 
on  but  one  side  and  there  is  no  cross  traffic. 

Neither  the  volume  of  traffic  nor  the  accident 
record  at  this  intersection  warrant  the  installation 
of  a  traffic  signal.  Furthermore,  there  are  no  funds 
available  to  this  Commission  at  present  for  such 
an  installation. 

Very  truly  yours, 

William  P.  Hickey, 

Commissioner. 
Placed  on  file. 


LOCKER  BUILDINGS  AT  COLUMBUS  PARK 
AND    STADIUM. 
The  following  was  received: 

City  of  Boston, 
Office  of  the  Mayor,  Ootober  14,  1946. 
To  the  City  Council. 

Gentlemen, — I  transmit  herewith  communi- 
cation from  the  Park  Department,  in  reply  to  your 
order  of  October  7,  1946,  to  put  the  two  locker 
buildings  at  Columbus  Park  and  Stadium  in  good 
condition  for  use  during  this  football  season  so 
that  warm  showers  and  lockers  will  be  available 
for  the  football  players  of  the  Boston  Park  Depart- 
ment League  and  other  organizations. 

Respectfully, 
James  M.  Curley,  Mayor. 

City  of  Boston, 
Park  Department,  October  11,  1946. 
J.  Joseph  Connors, 

Chief  Clerk,  Mayor's  Office. 
Dear  Sir, — I  have  your  memorandum  of  October 
9,  with  inclosure,  order  from  the  City  Council  to 
place  the  locker  buildings  in  the  Stadium  in  good 
condition  to  be  used  during  the  football  season. 
The  building  nearest  the  Stadium  is  in  pretty 
fair  condition  and  will  be  kept  that  way.  The 
other  building  was  advertised  and  they  are  now 
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start inc  work  on  it — it  will  not  bo  ready  before 
the  football  season  is  over.  The  whole  building 
has  to  be  robuilt  due  to  vandalism. 

Very  truly  yours, 
William  P.  Long,  Chairman. 
Placed  on  file. 


EQUIPMENT   FOR   PLAYGROUND 
FIELD   HOUSES. 
The  following  was  received: 

Citv  of  Boston, 
Office  of  the  Mayor,  October  14,  1946. 
To  the  City  Council. 

Gentlemen, — I  transmit  herewith  communi- 
cation from  the  Park  Department,  in  reply  to  your 
order  of  October  7,  1946,  to  provide  proper  equip- 
ment and  facilities  at  all  field  houses  on  Boston 
playgrounds,  particularly  hot  water,  ropes  and 
stakes,  and  equipment  for  marking  off  the  lines 
on  the  football  gridirons. 

Respectfully, 
James  M.  Curley,  Mayor. 

City  of  Boston, 
Park  Department,  October  11,  1946. 
J.  Joseph  Connors, 

Chief  Clerk,  Mayor's  Office. 
Dear  Sir, — I  have  your  memorandum  of  October 
9,  with  inclosure,  order  from  the  City  Council  that 
the  Park  Department  provide  proper  equipment 
and  facilities  at  all  field  houses  on  Boston's  play- 
grounds, etc. 

Please  be  assured  this  request  will  be  cheerfully 
cared  for.  As  far  as  I  know,  all  these  requests  have 
been  provided  for. 

Very  truly  yours, 
William  P.  Long,  Chairman. 
Placed  on  file. 


PETITIONS   REFERRED. 

The  following  petitions  were  received  and 
referred  to  the  committees  named,  viz.: 

Claims. 

Ann  G.  Currier,  for  compensation  for  injuries 
caused  by  an  alleged  defect  at  Harvard  place  and 
Washington  street. 

George  H.  Gilboy,  for  compensation  for  damage 
to  property  at  110  Apple  ton  street,  caused  by 
backing   up    of   sewage. 

Robert  D.  Harnden,  for  compensation  for 
damage  to  car  by  city  truck. 

Mary  C.  Kearns,  for  compensation  for  injuries 
caused  by  an  alleged  defect  at  389  Washington 
street. 

John  B.  Kerr,  to  be  reimbursed  as  result  of 
accident  which  occurred  while  in  performance  of 
duty. 

Peter  F.  Marron,  for  compensation  for  damage 
to  property  at  46  Cedar  Lane  way,  caused  by  city 
truck. 

McKie  Lighter  Company,  for  compensation  for 
damage  to  scow  by  striking  Warren  Avenue  Bridge. 

Gertrude  Phillips,  for  compensation  for  injuries 
caused  by  city  truck. 

Robert  O.  Pineo,  to  be  reimbursed  as  result  of 
accident  which  occurred  while  in  performance  of 
duty. 

Edward  F.  Powers,  to  be  reimbursed  as  result 
of  accident  which  occurred  while  in  performance 
of  duty. 

Beatrice  E.  Shaw,  to  be  reimbursed  for  expenses 
incurred  in  digging  for  leak  at  114  Saxton  street, 
Dorchester. 

Edward  W.  Thomson,  to  be  reimbursed  as 
result  of  accident  which  occurred  while  in  per- 
formance of  duty. 

R.  P.  Williams  Lumber  Co.,  Inc.,  for  com- 
pensation for  damage  to  property  at  60  Hill  Top 
street,  caused  by  steam  roller. 

Fred  L.  Higgins,  for  compensation  for  loss  of 
false  teeth  while  patient  at  City  Hospital. 

Executive. 

Petition  of  Margaret  L.  Healey,  to  be  paid 
annuity  on  account  of  death  of  her  husband, 
William  F.  Healey,  late  member  of  the  Police 
Department. 

Mary  A.  McTighe,  to  be  paid  annuity  on  account 
of  death  of  her  husband,  James  F.  McTighe,  late 
member  of  Fire  Department. 


Evelyn  Sullivan,  to  be  paid  annuity  on  account 
of  death  of  her  husband,  Joseph  R.  Sullivan,  late 
member  of  Fire  Department. 

Licenses. 
Petition  of  Samuel  Katz  for  driveway  opening 
at  Main  and  Henley  streets,  Ward  2. 


OPPOSITION   TO   TRAILER   CAMP. 

A  communication  was  received  from  the  West 
Roxbury  Joint  Planning  Committee  opposing 
use  of  land  at  7  Marshall  street  bordering  Gardner 
street  and  Chesbrough  road  as  trailer  camp, 
inasmuch  as  there  already  are  two  trailer  camps  in 
the  West  Roxbury  area. 

Placed  on  file. 


APPOINTMENT   OF   GERTRUDE   A.    PFAU 
AS  ELECTION   COMMISSIONER. 

Notice  was  received  from  the  Mayor  of  appoint- 
ment of  Miss  Gertrude  A.  Pfau,  197  Stratford 
street,  West  Roxbury,  to  Board  of  Election  Com- 
missioners for  the  term  ending  March  30,  1947, 
vice  Frederic  E.  Dowling,  deceased. 

Placed  on  file. 


APPOINTMENT  OF  JOHN   J.   LOWNIE. 

Notice  was  received  from  the  Sealer  of  Weights 
and  Measures  of  appointment  of  John  J.  Lownie, 
86  Winthrop  street,  Boston,  as  provisional  deputy 
sealer. 

Placed  on  file. 


NOTICE   OF  HEARINGS. 

Notices  were  received  from  the  Department  of 
Public  Utilities  of  hearings  to  be  held  upon  the 
following  petitions: 

Petition  of  Dedham  &  Hyde  Park  Gas  Co. 
for  approval  of  additional  shares  of  .common  stock, 
on  November  6,  1946,  at  2.30  p.  m. 

Petition  of  Boston  &  Maine  Transportation 
Co.  for  license  for  operation  of  motor  vehicles  from 
Park  square  to  Everett  line,  on  November  7, 
at  10.30  a.  m. 


APPROVAL  OF  CONSTABLE'S  BOND. 

The  constable's  bond  of  Bernard  J.  Duffy, 
having  been  duly  approved  by  the  City  Treasurer, 
was  received  and  approved  by  the  Council. 


LEGAL     AND     MEDICAL     SERVICE     FOR 
CERTAIN  PERSONS   INJURED. 

Coun.  MADDEN  offered  the  following: 
Ordered,  That  the  Overseers  of  Public  Welfare 
be  requested,  through  his  Honor  the  Mayor,  to 
provide  that  any  person  receiving  public  aid  from 
the  city  who  is  injured  while  employed  in  an  indus- 
try subject  to  the  Workmen's  Compensation  Act, 
ahall,  in  proceedings  before  the  Industrial  Accident 
Board,  be  represented  by  counsel  and  a  physician 
furnished  and  paid  for  by  the  city.  In  the  event 
that  compensation  is  awarded  to  such  person,  such 
city  shall  be  reimbursed  the  amount  paid  to  such 
counsel  and  physician. 

Coun.  MADDEN — Mr.  President,  for  many 
years  we  have  had  an  unfortunate  situation  up 
at  the  State  House,  where  people  working  for 
various  firms  have  had  to  apply  for  workmen's 
compensation.  Going  before  the  Industrial  Ac- 
cident Board,  too  frequently  the  injured  person 
has  not  the  money  to  properly  present  his  case. 
In  many  instances  the  man  has  been  out  of  work 
for  weeks  and  weeks  and  weeks.  He  goes  before 
the  Board,  and  apparently  many  of  them  have 
been  advised,  "Well,  it  is  not  necessary  for  you  to 
have  a  lawyer  or  a  doctor,  we  will  treat  you  fair; 
don't  worry,  we  are  all  friends  of  yours."  They 
come  up  before  the  Industrial  Accident  Board  and 
they  find  the  company  is  always  represented 
by  counsel  and  by  the  finest  physician  possible, 
so  that  right  off  the  bat  they  minimize  his  claim, 
and  very  frequently  the  man  gets  little  or  noth- 
ing. As  a  consequence  he  becomes  a  publio 
charge.     It  reminds  me  of  the  absurdity  of  many 
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of  our  court-martials  during  the  war.  No  doubt 
many  of  you  councilors  have  had  constituents 
come  to  you  and  say,  "I  got  a  rotten  deal  in  the 
Army;  I  went  before  a  court-martial  and  the 
TJA  (Trial  Judge  Advocate)  was  an  attorney, 
but  they  gave  me  a  bricklayer  to  help  me."  And 
you  have  the  same  thing  up  at  the  State  House. 
Your  own  brothers,  your  own  friends,  pleading 
and  working  for  good  throughout  the  entire  state, 
but  before  the  Industrial  Accident  Board  they 
are  confronted  by  the  most  able  counsel  and 
physicians  in  the  city  or  in  the  Commonwealth, 
and  unless  they  have  capable  doctors  and  lawyers 
to  present  their  claim  they  get  little  or  nothing. 
So  that,  therefore,  Mr.  President,  I  think  this 
order  should  pass,  because,  as  I  said  before,  the 
result  of  this  inequity  up  there  forces  the  cities 
throughout  the  entire  Commonwealth,  and  Bos- 
ton particularly,  to  carry  a  very,  very  heavy 
burden  that  we  should  not  have  to  carry.  There 
are  plenty  of  attorneys  up  in  the  Corporation 
Counsel's  office  who  could  be  assigned  to  cases 
.  such  as  this,  and  when  any  person,  any  resident 
of  the  city  of  Boston,  has  not  got  the  money — 
and  many  of  them  have  not — to  properly  present 
his  claim  before  the  Industrial  Accident  Board, 
I  think  that  the  city  should  assign  them  a  counsel 
and  a  doctor.  It  would  cost  the  city  nothing 
comparable  to  the  cost  of  keeping  a  man  on  wel- 
fare or  aid.  The  cost  would  be  infinitely  smaller 
to  supply  each  man  with  a  capable  doctor  and 
a  capable  lawyer  to  properly  present  his  case. 
Therefore,  Mr.  President,  I  hope  that  this  passes. 
The  order  was  passed  under  suspension  of  the 
rule. 


REPORT  OF  COMMITTEE  ON  FINANCE. 

Coun.  MADDEN,  for  the  Committee  on  Finance, 
submitted  the  following: 

1.  Report  on  message  of  Mayor  and  order 
(referred  September  9)  for  loan  of  $200,000  to  be 
expended  under  direction  of  Commissioner  of 
Public  Works  for  construction  and  equipping  of 
an  incinerator  building — that  same  ought  to  pass. 

The  report  was  accepted,  and  the  question  came 
on  the  passage  of  the  order. 

Coun.  MADDEN — Mr.  President,  we  have  an 
unfortunate  situation  in  Brighton  in  that  there 
is  no  available  place  to  dump  garbage  and  ashes. 
Up  until  April  of  this  year  the  contractor  in  the 
Brighton-Allston  District  had  been  dumping  in 
Watertown,  and,  as  I  understand,  he  was  then 
getting  $10,000  a  month,  or  $120,000  a  year, 
for  the  removal  of  the  garbage  and  ashes.  After 
he  lost  the  right  to  dump  in  Watertown  it  be- 
came necessary  to  use  the  dump  over  in  South 
Boston  on  Mile  road.  As  a  consequence,  the 
contractor  negotiated  a  contract  with  the  city 
whereby  the  city  agreed  to  pay  him  $17,000  a 
month,  or  $204,000  a  year.  I  checked  over  the 
contractor's  figures,  and  perhaps  you  may  recall 
that  several  months  ago  I  spoke  on  them  at  length 
here  in  the  Council.  He  has  some  six  trucks  and 
on  each  he  has  three  men.  I  understand  the 
city  pays  him  $3  per  hour  per  truck.  'The  men 
on  those  trucks,  the  contractor's  employees, 
get  $1.10  an  hour;  the  city  employees  get  65 
cents  an  hour.  Taking  the  contractor's  figures, 
we  find  that  the  actual  cost  to  the  contractor 
is  in  the  neighborhood  of  seven  or  eight  thousand 
dollars.  Why  he  should  get  $17,000  I  don't 
know,  but  anyway  such  a  contract  was  entered 
into.  In  the  meantime  his  Honor  the  Mayor  took 
action  and  has  suggested  that  they  put  an  in- 
cinerator out  in  Brighton.  There  was  a  hearing 
recently  at  which  the  Public  Works  Commis- 
sioner appeared  and  gave  us  many  enlightening 
facts  on  incineration  and  garbage  disposal.  The 
cheapest  way,  of  course,  to  dispose  of  garbage  and 
ashes  is  to  dump  them.  Unfortunately,  as  I 
said  before,  we  have  no  available  place  in  Brighton 
to  dump,  so  that  they  must  be  carted  away.  The 
most  sanitary  way  of  disposing  of  ashes  and  gar- 
bage is  by  incineration.  Incineration,  gentle- 
men, is  something  which  is  not  new;  it  has  been 
practiced  in  many  cities  throughout  the  Com- 
monwealth and  throughout  the  entire  nation. 
From  all  the  information  we  have,  which  the 
Committee  has  been  able  to  receive,  incineration 
is  not  too  expensive,  and  it  is  better  in  the  long 
run  and  less  expensive  than  many  other  ways 
of  disposal.  The  proposed  incinerator  in  Brighton 
will  cost  in  the  neighborhood  of  $200,000.  We 
have  the  assurance  of  the  Public  Works  Com- 
missioner that  it  would   be  entirely  possible  to 


put  several  similar  incinerators  in  other  sections 
of  the  city  should  the  one  at  Brighton  prove 
advantageous,  which  the  Commissioner  assures 
us  will  come  to  pass,  because  he  says  that  the 
apprehension  that  a  lot  of  people  have  that  the 
incinerators  are  smelly  and  offensive  is  not  so, 
and  neither  is  it  the  fact  that  they  give  off  any 
particular  smoke.  The  plant  is  designed  very 
much  like  a  public  building  or  a  hospital;  from  the 
outside  you  would  not  know  but  what  it  might 
be  some  private  hospital  or  some  private  institution. 
The  grounds  are  well  kept,  well  manicured,  plenty 
of  shrubbery  around  them,  and  the  trucks  go  in 
back  so  that  you  have  no  idea  what  is  going  in 
there.  There  are  huge  storage  bins,  and  the  incin- 
erator is  designed  for  extreme  combustion,  so 
that  practically  every  single  thing  that  is  brought 
in  there  is  burned  up,  leaving  no  smoke  or  no 
offensive  odors.  Therefore,  Mr.  President,  I  recom- 
mend, or  the  Committee  recommends,  that  this 
order  should  pass. 

The  question  came  on  giving  the  order  its  first 
reading.  The  roll  was  called  and  the  order  was 
given  its  first  reading,  yeas  20,  nays  0: 

Yeas — Councilors  Bayley,  Bryan,  Cantwell, 
Carey,  Chase,  Coffey,  Cook,  Fish,  Hurley,  Keenan, 
Kelly,  Kinsella,  Lane,  Linehan,  Madden, 
McCormack,  Moriarty,  Russo,  Scannell  and 
Sullivan  —  20. 

Nays  —  0. 


LOAN  OF  $10,000,000  FOR  VETERANS' 
HOUSING. 

Coun.  LINEHAN  called  up  No.  1  on  the  cal- 
endar, viz.: 

1.     Order  for  loan  of  $10,000,000  for  veterans' 
housing. 

On  September  30,  1946,  the  said  order  was  read 
once  and  passed,  yeas  twenty-two. 

The    question    came   on   giving    the    order    its 
second  reading  and  passage. 

Coun.  LINEHAN— Mr.  President,  before  the 
roll  is  called  I  would  like  to  read  just  one  item 
so  that  his  Honor  the  Mayor  and  others  who  are 
interested  in  veterans'  housing  may  take  advantage 
of  this  so-called  condition  that  exists  in  the  next 
thirty  days.  This  is  headed,  "U.  S.  to  Sell 
Surplus  Supplies  by  December  1  for  Vets'  Homes." 
It  reads:  "Within  the  next  sixty  days,  almost  all 
government  war  surplus  building  materials  will 
be  off  government  stock  piles  and  released  for  use 
in  veterans'  housing,  the  War  Assets  Administra- 
tion announced  last  night.  War  left-over  building 
supplies  and  equipment  will  be  turned  back  into 
private  construction  channels  in  New  England 
and  elsewhere  by  December  1,  under  a  streamlined 
sales  program  approved  by  Administrator  Robert 
M.  Littlejohn.  .  .  .  The  lagging  Veterans' 
Housing  Program  will  get  a  considerable  shot  in 
the  arm  by  the  transfer  of  these  vital  building 
materials  to  the  construction  of  veterans'  homes, 
WAA  officials  expect.  Builders'  hardware,  and 
materials  and  equipment  needed  by  utility  com- 
panies for  extending  service  to  homes  built  under 
the  Veterans'  Emergency  Housing  Program  are 
included  in  the  goods  to  be  offered  for  public  sale." 
It  seems  to  me  it  is  about  time  that  the  city  govern- 
ment and  other  government  agencies  took  advan- 
tage of  a  situation  such  as  this.  Now,  here  is  the 
only  possible  chance  we  have  of  taking  advantage 
of  it,  by  passing  this  order  for  ten  million  dollars 
and  having  his  Honor  the  Mayor  sign  it. 
Naturally,  if  he  does  not  sign  it,  it  will  mean  that 
it  will  bring  the  time  nearer  when  the  federal 
government  will  have  to  come  in.  We  now  have 
a  setup  under  the  laws  which  exists  on  the  books. 
And  I  sincerely  hope  that  the  Council  will  vote  in 
favor  of  this  and  that  his  Honor  the  Mayor  will 
see  eye  to  eye  with  us  on  this  policy  of  veterans' 
housing  for  their  families  and  sign  this  so  that  at 
not  too  far  in  the  future  we _ will  see  the  building  of 
homes  for  veterans  in  this  city. 

Coun.  MADDEN— Mr.  President,  for  the 
benefit  of  those  councilors  who  did  not  stay  for 
the  entire  hearing  a  couple  of  weeks  ago  when 
Mr.  Nichols  appeared  before  the  Committee,  let 
me  quote  much  of  the  information  that  Mr. 
Nichols  gave  us  at  that  time.  This  particular  law 
is  perhaps  the  most  advantageous,  the  finest  law 
that  I  have  ever  seen.  In  effect  it  authorizes  the 
cities  throughout  the  entire  Commonwealth  to 
subsidize  the  building  of  homes.  For  many, 
many  years  the  federal  government  has  been  sub- 
sidizing the  farmers,  subsidizing  the  manufac- 
turers, subsidizing  the  public  utility  companies, 
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but  forgetting  the  interests  of  their  veterans. 
When  the  boys  were  overseas  everybody  was 
savins,  "Nothing  is  too  good  for  you  fellows — 
nothing";  but  when  they  come  home  they  find 
they  have  no  place  to  live.  Now,  under  the 
terms  of  this  particular  law  the  city  must  sell  the 
houses  after  a  period  of  five  years,  and  they  must 
sell  them  to  a  veteran.  The  veteran  does  not 
necessarily  have  to  live  in  the  house.  He  takes 
title.  He  can  in  effect  buy  the  house  for  his 
father  or  mother,  or  sister  or  brother,  who  may 
not  be  veterans.  So  that  when  you  help  the 
veteran  in  this  particular  instance  you  naturally 
help  everybody.  As  Mr.  Nichols  suggested,  it  is 
entirely  possible,  with  the  city  creating  this  huge 
fund,  to  pool  unlimited  resources  so  that  it  is 
entirely  possible  to  construct  these  houses,  one- 
and  two-family  houses  throughout  the  city,  at  a 
cost  in  the  neighborhood  of  558,000.  If  in  years 
to  come  the  city  finds  out  that  the  veteran  can't 
pay  this  much,  or  the  price  is  a  little  too  high, 
there  is  nothing  under  the  law,  if  the  proper 
officials  feel  that  the  price  is  reasonable,  to  prevent 
the  city  from  selling  the  same  property  to  a 
veteran  for  $6,500  or  $7,000,  or  at  any  price 
which  they  consider  to  be  reasonable.  In  the 
meantime  every  councilor  must  have  the  same 
problem  that  I  have.  I  have  had  hundreds  and 
hundreds  of  people  out  my  way  asking,  "Where 
can  I  get  an  apartment?"  I  truthfully  don't 
know  where  you  can  find  one  single  apartment. 
But  at  least  we  would  be  taking  a  step  in  the 
proper  direction.  The  passage  of  this  loan  order 
would  give  employment  to  thousands  of  men 
throughout  the  city,  artisans  of  every  trade;  it 
would  include  people  who  room  or  live  in  Hyde 
Park,  West  Roxbury,  Dorchester,  South  Boston, 
or  other  sections.  Other  cities  throughout  the 
Commonwealth  have  taken  advantage  of  this 
particular  law.  I  read  just  yesterday  where  the 
City  of  Beverly  has  a  comprehensive  program. 
There  is  no  such  thing  as  a  housing  shortage  in  the 
City  of  Beverly.  Now,  if  Beverly  can  take  care 
of  its  housing  problem,  certainly  the  City  of 
Boston  should  be  able  to  do  the  same  thing. 
According  to  Mr.  Nichols,  after  a  period  of  five 
years  the  total  effect  on  city  finances  would  be 
less  than  a  dollar  per  thousand  of  increase  in  taxes, 
and  he  bases  those  figures,  gentlemen,  on  things 
not  improving.  If  conditions  improve,  apparently 
there  would  be  no  increase  in  taxes.  But  even  if 
there  was  a  dollar  or  two  or  five  dollars  increase  in 
taxes,  something  must  be  done  to  help  the  housing 
situation.  It  is  the  most  pressing  problem  we 
have  today.  Therefore,  Mr.  President  and  fellow 
members  of  the  Council,  I  urge  that  this  order  pass. 
The  question  came  on  giving  the  order  its 
second  reading  and  passage.  The  roll  was  called, 
and  the  order  was  given  its  second  reading  and 
passage,  yeas  19,  nays  0: 

Yeas— Councilors  Bayley,  Bryan,  Cantwell, 
Carey,  Chase,  Coffey,  Cook,  Fish,  Keenan,  Kelly, 
Kinsella,  Lane,  Linehan,  Madden,  McCormack, 
Moriarty,  Muchnick,  Russo,  Scannell  and 
Sullivan— 20. 
Nays — 0. 

Later  in  the  session,  Councilor  Muchnick  who 
was  not  present  at  the  time  of  taking  of  the  vote 
asked  unanimous  consent  to  be  recorded  in  favor 
of  passage  of  the  loan  order  for  810,000,000  for 
veterans'  housing. 

President  KELLY — Councilor  Muchnick  asks 
unanimous  consent  to  be  recorded  in  favor.  If 
there  is  no  objection,  the  councilor  will  be  so 
recorded. 


INCREASED   ANNUITIES   TO   WIDOWS   OF 
POLICE   AND   FIREMEN,   ETC. 
Coun.  KINSELLA  offered  the  following: 
Ordered,  That  his  Honor  the  Mayor  be  requested 
to  instruct  the  Corporation  Counsel  for  the  City  of 
Boston   to   draft   legislation   for   consideration   by 
the  1947  Legislature,  that  will  permit  the  City  of 
Boston  to  change  the  amount  of  the  annuity  pay- 
able to  widows  of  policemen  and  firemen,  from  the 
present  81,000  to  81,500,  and  to  change  the  present 
allowance  of  8200  to  children  under  the  age  of 
eighteen,  to  $300. 

Passed  under  suspension  of  the  rule. 


RECESS. 

On  motion  of  Councilor  Sullivan  the  Council 

voted  at  2.35  p.  m.,  to  take  a  recess,  subject  to  the 

call  of  the  Chair.     The  members  reassembled  and 

were  called  to  order  by  President  Kelly  at  5  p.  m. 


REPORT  OF  COMMITTEE  ON  CONSTABLES 
AND   CONFIRMATIONS. 

Coun.  BRYAN,  for  the  Committee  on  Con- 
stables and  Confirmations,  submitted  the  follow- 
ing; 

Report  on  appointment  (referred  October  7)  of 
William  O'Brien  and  Francis  J.  White  to  be 
Weighers  of  Goods — recommending  that  appoint- 
ments be  confirmed. 

The  report  was  accepted,  and  the  question  came 
on  confirmation  of  the  appointments.  Committee, 
Councilors  Lane  and  Moriarty.  Yeas  17,  nays  0, 
and  the  appointments  were  confirmed. 


EXECUTIVE  COMMITTEE  REPORT. 

Coun.  FISH,  for  the  Executive  Committee, 
submitted  the  following: 

Report  on  message  of  Mayor  and  order  (referred 
September  9)  for  loan  of  $5,000,000  for  off-street 
parking  facilities — recommending  that  same  ought 
to  pass. 

The  report  was  accepted,  and  the  question  came 
on  giving  the  order  its  second  reading  and  passage. 
Coun.  CHASE — Mr.  President,  I  have  on  many 
occasions  given  my  reason  why  I  shall  vote  against 
this  five  million  dollar  loan  order.     I  realize,  sir, 
that  we  have  a  traffic  problem  in  Boston  and  that 
something  should  be  done  by  the  municipal  author- 
ities   to    relieve    that    problem.      I    do    not   feel 
that  in  our  anxiety   to   relieve   that  problem   we 
should  go  forth  blindly  and  appropriate  five  million 
dollars  of  the  taxpayers'  money  for  a  proposition 
which  involves  millions  of  dollars  of  land-takings. 
I  do  say  once  more,  sir,  having  in  mind  that  in 
practically  every  land-taking  which  has  ever  been 
authorized   by   the   municipal   authorities   in   this 
city,  in  prior  administration  after  prior  adminis- 
tration, land-takings  have  on  most  occasions  been 
accompanied  by  scandal.     And  I  do  not  hesitate 
to  say,  Mr.  President,  that  these  scandalous  land- 
takings  have  been  promoted,  apparently,  through 
the  authorities  who  were  authorized  to  make  the 
takings.     I  say  all  this,  Mr.  President,  having  in 
mind   the  Exchange  Street  widening.     That   was 
a  scandalous  land-taking,  made  possible  through 
the  votes  of  the  authorities  and  through  the  action 
of  the  municipal  authorities.     There  was  a  land- 
taking  which  involved  so  much  scandal  that  it  hit 
the  front  pages  of  every  newspaper  in  Boston  for 
weeks  and  weeks.     There  was  scandal  attached  to 
the  Province  Street  widening.     There  was  scandal 
attached  to  the  land-takings  at  the  mouth  of  the 
Sumner  Tunnel,  where  8100,000  was  made  on  a 
90-day    option    for    $5,000.     There    was    scandal 
involved  in   the  Cambridge  Street  widening.     In 
practically  every  widening  that  has  taken  place  in 
the   city  there  has   been  considerable  scandalous 
talk.     Now,  sir,  we  in  the  Council  who  realize  that 
in  the  past  there  have  been  scandals,  should  go 
easy    on    this    tremendous    land-taking    which    is 
proposed.     This    is    nothing    but    a    five   million 
dollar  blank  check  for  land-takings.     It  has  been 
called  to  my  attention  by  responsible  people  that 
there  are  stories  throughout  the  city  today  that 
people    in    the    so-called    know    are    now    buying 
options  on  properties  downtown,  having  in  mind 
one  purpose,  and  that  is  to  profit  on  this  so-called 
off-street  parking  loan  order  which  we  shall  either 
pass  or  kill  today.     Mr.   President,   I   would  be 
violating  the  trust  imposed  upon  me  by  the  voters 
of  my  district  if  I  were  to  vote  favorably  on  this 
matter  today,  having  in  mind  that  stories  have 
been  in  circulation  now  for  a  long  time  of  people 
securing  options.     Sir,   I  would   be   violating  the 
trust  imposed  upon  me  by  the  voters  of  my  district 
in  watching  out  for  the  money,  the  public  money 
to   be   expended,   if   I   vote   blindly   on     this   five 
million  dollar  loan  order.     I  think,  Mr.  President, 
that  no  person  with  any  intelligence  would  expect 
us   to   vote   blindly   on   this   matter,   and   that  is 
exactly  what  we  shall  be  doing,     We  shall  be  voting 
his  Honor  the  Mayor  and  the  Real  Estate  Commis- 
sioners authority  to  go  ahead  and  spend  five  million 
dollars  of  the  taxpayers'  money  in  acquiring  land — 
where,  nobody  knows — five  million  dollars  worth. 
Now,   Mr.   President,   I   have   taken   considerable 
time  and  effort  in  making  up  my  mind  on  what  I 
shall  do  in  this  matter  and,  in  making  it  up,   I 
have  consulted  many  wise  men  on  this  subject, 
prominent  financial  men,  men  just  as  honest  as 
anyone's  reputation  could  be,  and    they  feel,    sir, 
that  my  stand  is  a  reasonable  one,  they  feel  that 
if  they  were  in  my  position  they  would  take  a 
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similar  stand,  and  instead  of  voting  away  five 
million  dollars  of  the  taxpayers'  money  they  would 
appropriate  one  million  dollars  at  a  time,  piece- 
meal. They  would  approve  of  that,  sir,  and  I 
have  considerable  respect  for  the  gentlemen  who 
happen  to  be  in  full  accord  with  me,  and  because 
of  that  I  may  have  the  audacity  to  vote  against 
the  so-called  popular  side.  I  realize  that  practically 
every  newspaper  in  the  city  has  been  hammering 
away  week  after  week,  week  after  week,  advocating 
the  passage  of  this  loan  order.  And  I  fully 
realize,  sir,  that  the  newspapers  are  prompted  to  do 
it  primarily  because  of  the  retail  department  stores, 
because  they  want  the  advertising.  I  fully 
realize  that  without  the  retail  advertising  the 
retail  stores  give  the  Boston  newspapers  they 
could  not  survive,  and  obviously,  sir,  the  main 
problem  back  of  this  five  million  dollar  parking 
loan  is  your  Boston  retail  stores,  namely,  Filene's 
department  store,  Jordan  Marsh's  department 
store,  R.  H.  White's,  and  others  who  are  linked 
up  together  under  Dan  Bloomfield.  Sir,  I  can't 
say  to  these  people,  "You  are  acting  wrongly." 
They  naturally  are  taxpayers  and  they  believe 
that  they  are  entitled  to  consideration,  and  they 
are  rightfully  entitled  to  it;  but,  sir,  not  to  the 
extent  that  they  expect  the  members  of  the 
Boston  City  Council  to  go  forward  blindly  and 
give  five  million  dollars  to  fix  people,  for  them 
to  go  ahead  and  spend  it  blindly.  I  do  not  quite 
understand  the  reasons,  sir,  of  some  of  the  advo- 
cates of  this  measure.  Not  so  long  ago  a  number 
of  these  applicants  advocated  suing  the  Mayor 
of  the  city.  Not  so  long  ago,  sir,  the  very  same 
people  who  advocate  a  favorable  vote  on  this  loan 
order  urged  his  Honor  the  Mayor  to  resign  from 
his  office.  Now,  sir,  they  turn  around  and  say 
we  should  trust  the  Mayor  with  five  million 
dollars,  after  they  told  us  that  he  should  resign 
because  he  is  under  an  indictment,  that  he  has 
been  convicted  and  should  resign,  and  yet  they 
say  today  to  give  his  Honor  the  Mayor  five  million 
dollars  to  spend  on  off-street  parking.  I  don't 
understand  that  reasoning,  nor  do  I  understand 
the  logic  of  some  of  the  other  well-known  advo- 
cates of  this  off-street  parking.  But  there  is  one 
thing  I  do  understand,  sir,  and  that  is  that  we 
are  vested  with  the  sole  authority  of  passing  on 
this  five  million  dollars,  and  that  we  do  not  have 
to  take  orders  from  any  particular  banking  group, 
or  any  particular  chamber  or  any  particular 
group  of  prominent  and  influential  people  in  this 
city.  The  people  of  my  district  and  your  dis- 
trict elect  us  to  make  our  own  judgments  on  these 
matters,  and  I  feel  that  I  am  sufficiently  capable 
to  make  up  my  own  mind  as  to  how  I  shall  vote 
on  this  matter.  I  do  not  have  to  be  told,  sir,  by 
any  person  or  any  group  of  persons  what  is  for  the 
benefit  of  the  city,  although  I  am  willing  to  listen, 
and  if  their  reasoning  agrees  with  mine  then  I 
will  go  along  on  the  proposition.  But  because  a 
certain  group  of  influential  people  expect  me  to 
jump  at  the  crack  of  their  whip,  because  they 
advocate  it  when  I  think  it  is  wrong,  then,  sir, 
I  say  that  they  are  mistaken  and  I  shall  vote 
against  this  proposition  simply  because  I  do  not 
think  that  it  is  properly  drawn,  nor  do  I  believe 
that  it  has  sufficient  checks  on  the  expenditure_  of 
the  money.  I  am  willing  to  go  along  and  give 
these  retail  merchants  a  certain  chance.  I  am 
willing  to  go  along,  sir,  and  give  them  a  million 
dollars  at  a  time,  and  watch  how  they  spend  it, 
and  if  they  spend  it  properly  then  give  them 
another  million,  and  so  on  until  the  five  million 
has  been  appropriated.  But,  sir,  I  don't  think 
that  the  five  or  six  big  department  stores  in  our 
city  are  the  sole  taxpayers  involved  in  this  matter.  , 
I  have  in  my  district  many  large  apartment 
owners  and  many  small  home  owners  whose  tax 
bills  will  be  affected  in  the  course  of  years  by 
our  vote  today.  Some  of  those  people  are  the 
ones  who  are  responsible  for  my  being  here  today, 
and  those  people,  sir,  are  the  ones  whose  tax 
money  I  am  just  as  responsible  for  as  the  taxes 
taken  from  your  department  stores.  So,  sir,  I 
have  to  look  at  this  matter  from  a  triangle  and 
not  just  from  the  one  angle  of  your  influential 
retail  merchants.  I  hope  that  the  members  of 
this  Council,  after  due  reflection  and  thought  on 
this  matter,  will  agree  with  me  that  there  are  not 
sufficient  checks  over  these  authorities,  namely, 
the  Real  Estate  Commission  and  his  Honor  the 
Mayor,  to  prevent  excessive  land-takings.  There 
is  insufficient  check,  sir,  to  prevent  the  wrongful 
buying  of  wrong  sites.  And  I  think,  sir,  we 
should    prepare    ourselves    for    any    bad    report 


which  the  Finance  Commission  may  hand  down 
to  us  in  the  future.  I  suggest  that  at  the  present 
time  we  appropriate  one  million  dollars  and  hold 
the  other  four  million  in  reserve,  so  that  we  can 
deny  any  further  money  in  the  event  that  they 
unlawfully  spend  the  first  million.  But,  sir, 
when  you  once  grant  the  five  million  dollars  and 
the  citizens  and  the  taxpayers  are  called  upon  to 
pay  possibly  five  million  dollars  for  three  million 
dollars  worth  of  property,  in  bad  sites,  bad 
locations,  and  if  the  Finance  Commission  hands 
down  that  report,  then,  sir,  I  repeat  that  the  cat 
will  be  out  of  the  bag,  you  will  not  be  able  to  do 
anything  about  it,  and  no  one  else  will  be  able 
to  do  anything  about  it,  because  the  law  is  so 
written  that  the  only  power  the  Finance  Com- 
mission has  is  the  power  to  criticize,  and  you 
know  how  often  the  Finance  Commission  has 
criticized  the  actions  of  our  municipal  authorities 
and  yet  nothing  has  ever  been  done  about  it. 
The  Finance  Commission  consistently,  year  after 
year,  in  administration  after  administration,  points 
out  where  the  citizens  have  been  hooked  to  the 
tune  of  a  million  dollars  on  this  proposition,  five 
hundred  thousand  dollars  on  that  proposition, 
they  have  made  expose  after  expose,  only  to  have 
nobody  take  any  action  on  it.  So  it  will  be  in 
this  matter,  sir.  Your  Finance  Commission,  just 
as  surely  as  you  are  sitting  in  your  chairs,  will 
eventually  come  out  with  a  report  criticizing  the 
proposed  land-takings.  Then  what  will  be  done 
about  it?  His  Honor  the  Mayor  will  trot  out  his 
experts  and  contradict  the  Finance  Commission. 
The  Real  Estate  Commission  will  trot  out  their 
experts  and  get  into  a  discussion  and  argument,  but 
the  land-takings  will  take  place  just  the  same,  and 
the  taxpayers'  five  million  dollars  will  be  spent, 
and,  as  usual,  they  will  take  a  good  hosing,  and  it 
is  all  made  possible,  sir,  because  of  the  votes  of  us 
councilors.  I  believe,  sir,  that  this  can  be  avoided 
by  granting  one  million  dollars  at  a  time.  I  urge 
the  members  of  the  Council  to  vote  in  the  negative 
on  this  question,  with  the  understanding  that 
we  shall  vote  one  million  dollars  subsequently, 
with  the  assurance  that  the  other  four  million 
will  be  given  piecemeal  as  the  Finance  Com- 
mission reports  back  on  the  expenditure  of  each 
million. 

Coun.  KINSELLA— Mr.  President,  I  would 
like  to  ask  the  gentleman  from  Ward  4  a  question. 
I  would  like  to  ask  him  why  he  does  not  consider 
withdrawing  his  vote  for  the  expenditure  of  the 
ten  million  dollars  federal  housing  loan  order, 
in  view  of  the  fact  that  we  have  no  control  over 
that  money  and  it  is  going  into  the  custody  and 
control  of  Mr.  Curley,  the  same  gentleman  that 
he  is  concerned  about  in  connection  with  the 
present  order. 

President  KELLY — Councilor  Chase,  will  you 
kindly  answer  the  question? 

Coun.  CHASE — I  do  not  see  what  connection 
the  ten  million  dollar  proposition  has  with  the 
matter  before  us.  They  are  two  entirely  unre- 
lated matters.  The  merits  of  the  bills  are  entirely 
different.  One  matter  involves  spending  five 
million  dollars  of  the  public's  money  for  one  pur- 
pose, and  one  purpose  only,  and  that  is  parking 
lots,  and  parking  lots  to  be  acquired  by  land- 
takings,  and  land-takings  to  be  made  at  an  assessed 
valuation.  Sir,  the  housing  proposition  is  entirely 
different.     They   are  two   unrelated   matters. 

Coun.  KINSELLA— Mr.  President,  there  will 
be  land-takings  on  the  ten  million  dollars  to  be 
expended  for  veterans'  housing.  In  principle  his 
criticism  should  apply  to  Mr.  Curley  on  the 
ten  million  as  well  as  the  five  million.  I  think  the 
councilor,  for  all  his  innate  respectability,  is  a  little 
too  free  with  his  use  of  words  such  as  scandalous, 
court  records,  court  dispositions.  How  long  since 
we  have  to  cut  a  man  down  by  talking  about  any 
misery  which  is  confronting  him?  Why  do  we 
always  have  to  think  that  that  is  sufficient  reason 
for  questioning  every  act  that  he  wants  to  per- 
form or  for  censuring  every  statement  he  wants 
to  make?  If  Councilor  Chase  or  anybody  else 
has  any  advance,  certain  knowledge — not  theory 
or  idea  or  belief — but  certain  knowledge  that  the 
people  of  the  city  are  going  to  take  a  hosing,  as  he 
so  eloquently  expresses  it,  then  he  should  in  duty 
be  bound  to  share  that  knowledge  with  us,  but  he 
seems  terribly  hurt  that  we  do  not  accept  his 
unproven  word  that  somebody  is  going  to  be 
reefed,  which  is  my  own  word.  I  am  just  a  little 
sick  and  tired  of  it.  I  wonder,  if  this  were  October 
of  1945  instead  of  October  of  1946,  with  Mr. 
Curley  in  the  Chair,  what  the  gentleman's  attitude 
would  be.     I  feel  anyway  that  the  most  important 
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point  is  that  tin-  people  who  want  this  are  people 
who  do  not  customarily  come  to  us  and  ask  us 
for  things.  He  has  referred  to  them  as  the  mer- 
chants and  Chamber  of  Commerce  in  Boston. 
Ninety-nine  out  of  a  hundred  of  those  people 
arc  registered  Republican  voters,  and  no  one  has 
any  question  of  their  integrity  or  responsibility. 
No  one  has  ever  said  that  they  would  recommend 
the  expenditure  of  five  million  dollars,  and  their 
opinion  of  Mr.  Curley,  as  Mr.  Chase  seems  to 
think,  that  he  ought  to  be  removed  from  office, 
was  never  mentioned  certainly  by  them,  and  was 
never  publicly  stated.  I  don't  know  of  any  one 
of  them  on  the  Greater  Boston  Development 
Committee,  which  is  the  stem  of  this,  that  ever 
was  quoted  in  the  public  press  as  saying  that 
Curley  ought  to  be  removed  from  office  because 
there  are  charges  pending  against  him,  and  then 
at  a  later  day  saying  that  he  ought  to  be  removed 
from  office  because  he  has  been  convicted.  I 
wonder  how  much  pleasure  my  friend  and  fellow 
councilor  gets  out  of  cracking  a  man  when  a  good 
word  is  probably  all  he  needs,  when  a  good  word 
is  something  that  he  would  really  appreciate,  and 
how  much  nicer  it  would  be  to  have  it  come  from 
a  member  of  the  opposite  political  party,  someone 
who  does  not  like  Curley  only  because  he  is  Curley. 
I  ask  you.  He  comes  from  a  Republican  ward 
in  the  city  where  the  first  creed  taught  is  to  vote 
against  Curley  and  anyone  of  Curley's  nationality 
or  creed,  or  whatever  you  might  say  is  the  reason 
behind  the  vote. 

Coun.  CHASE— Mr.  President 

President  KELLY — Do  you  yield? 
Coun.  KINSELLA— I  do  not  yield. 
President  KELLY — For  what  reason  does  the 
gentleman  rise? 

Coun.  CHASE — Personal  privilege.     The  gentle- 
man is  out  of  order,  sir.     He  is  talking  on  matters 
entirely  unrelated  to  the  subject  matter  before  us. 
President    KELLY — That   is    not    a   point    of 
personal  privilege. 

Coun.  CHASE — A  point  of  order. 
President  KELLY — State  your  point  of  order, 
councilor. 

Coun.  CHASE — There  is  nothing  pertaining  to 
religion  or  race  involved  in  the  matter  before  us, 
and  the  gentleman  is  entirely  out  of  order  when 
he  makes  such   remarks. 

Coun.  BAYLEY — I  agree  with  the  gentleman. 
President    KELLY — Councilor    Kinsella,    will 
you  try  to  confine  your  remarks  to  the  subject  at 
issue? 

Coun.  BAYLEY — A  point  of  personal  privilege. 
President  KELLY — Do  you  yield  for  a  point  of 
personal  privilege? 

Coun.  KINSELLA — Not  at  the  moment. 
Coun.  BAYLEY— Thank  you. 
Coun.  KINSELLA — I  would  like  to  request 
the  Chair,  if  he  is  going  to  rule  that  I  should  stay 
within  the  confines  of  the  subject  matter,  that 
he  watch  a  little  closer  when  a  man's  character 
is  being  assassinated  as  a  part  of  a  statement 
before  this  Body  on  a  matter  that  is  up  for  con- 
sideration. I  was  constrained  from  raising  the 
point  when  the  councilor  from  Ward  4  was  speak- 
ing about  Mr.  Curley,  but  I  let  him  go,  and  he 
is  going  to  tell  you  that  that  is  a  part  of  the  order 
under  consideration.  I  had  a  taste  of  that,  how- 
ever, not  so  long  ago  on  a  certain  appointment, 
which  afterwards  was  cancelled  and  caused  a  lot 
of  heartbreak  to  somebody  not  acceptable  to 
Wards  4  and  5.  All  of  this  is  political  and  per- 
sonal. The  Legislature  says  that  we  can  do 
thus  and  so  by  simple  legislative  act.  How 
often  has  absolutely  plain,  common  decency  been 
exceeded  in  speaking  a  thing  in  puolicl  We 
are  giving  this  to  the  Mayor  of  the  City  of  Boston, 
not  to  James  M.  Curley.  I  am  informed  by  the 
clerk  that  for  all  time,  unless  a  loan  oruer  is 
cancelled  by  action  of  the  Council,  it  can  not 
only  be  acted  upon  by  the  Mayor  who  is  current 
when  it  is  passed  but  can  be  acted  upon  by  any 
Mayor  far  into  the  future.  We  can't  even  make 
them  spend  the  money,  any  more  than  we  can 
make  them  spend  the  ten  million  dollars  for 
veterans'  housing.  But  what  is  the  paramount 
consideration  here?  Are  we  going  to  have  a 
Roman  holiuay  with  a  man  who  has  been  puDlicly 
accused,  who  has  been  tried  by  a  jury  of  his 
peers  and  the  merits  of  whose  case  have  been 
thrashed  out  at  great  expense  to  him  and  his 
family  over  a  period  of  months  and  months, 
or  are  we  going  to  be  grown-up  men  and  leave 
his  personal  morals  and  character  out  of  it  and 
consider  any  merits  contained  in  the  legislative 
act   that   we  are  asked   to   accept?     It   was   the 


judgment  of  this  Body  a  few  weeks  ago  that  the 
measure  was  worth   15  votes.     I  am  not  aware 
that  there  was  a  question  in  anyone's  mind  when 
those  15  votes  were  cast.     Now  we  are  approach- 
ing the  eleventh  hour.     We  can  let  it  go  by  de- 
fault   and    make    it    extremely    difficult    for    the 
city  to  get  any  bankers  to  lend  them  the  money, 
because  they  do  not  like  a  loan  order  that  goes 
by  default,  or  we  can  give  public  utterance  here 
to  a  view  that  is  pretty   widely  held  in  the  City 
of  Boston,  that  something  must  be  done.     Some 
of  the  most  prominent  people  in  this  world  could 
walk  into  this  city  as  guests  of  this  city,  and  as 
prominent  as  they  be,  there  is  not  one  of  them 
whom  has  a  word  to  say  on  what   shall   happen 
to  this  order.     In  other  words,   we  are  the  only 
ones    who    can   say   Yes    or    No.     The    President 
of   the   United   States   himself   can't   cast   a   vote 
in  this  Body.     That  is  how  important  our  vote 
is.     If   we   want   to   be   personal,   if   we   want   to 
reduce    everything    we    do    to    a    personal    basis, 
whether   there   is   plenty    of   precedent   for   it   or 
not,  we  are  trying  to  vote  in  the  performance  of 
our  duty  towards  eight  hundred  thousand  people 
as  well  as  Mr.  Chase  is.     And  as  I  told  him  in  the 
Executive    Meeting,    which    is    no    revelation    of 
anything   secret,    his   discretion   dictates   that   he 
vote  for  the  loan  of  a  million  dollars  at  a  time  or 
not  at  all,   and  for  practical   purposes   I   suggest 
that  he  vote  not  at  all  for  it.     A  million  dollars 
is    no    good.     Business    men    are    accustomed    to 
huge  expenditures  of  money,  but  without  know- 
ing what  the  situation  is  or  who  the  men  are,  I 
will  frankly  admit  that  not  one  of  them  is  a  man 
whom  you  would  expect  to  see  on  Curley's  side. 
I   have  said   that  a   million  dollars   is   absolutely 
no   good,   and   not   even   five   million   dollars   will 
do    more    than    scratch    the    surface.     But    once 
again  let  me  say  in  the  friendliest  possible  way, 
that    the    next    time    a    man's    morals    are    being 
questioned  in   this   Chamber,   I   shall  object.     It 
is  all  right  to  bring  me  to  terms  because  I  went 
a    little    farther,    perhaps,    than    I    should    have, 
but   in   principle    I   said   no   more   or   implied   or 
hinted  no  more  than  was  said  openly  about  the 
Mayor  of  the  city,  who  is  not  in  my  debt  and  in 
whose  debt  I  am  not.     The  five  members  of  the 
Board  of  Real  Estate  Commissioners  are,   as  we 
know,     the    chairman,     who    has    recently    been 
appointed    by    the    Mayor,    the    City    Treasurer, 
ex   officio,  the    chairman    of  the  Planning  Board, 
and    two    bankers.     The    two    bankers    and    the 
chairman  of  the  Planning  Board  can  be  expected  to 
watch  things  very  closely,  which  should  be  satis- 
factory  to   Councilor  Chase  in   view   of  the   fact 
that  he  particularly  specified  that  both  the  Treas- 
urer and  the  chairman  of  the  Board  were  Curley 
appointees.     That  is  a  worse  implication  than  if 
he  said  that — well,  said  the  same  thing  without 
the     implication.     I     suppose     he     doesn't     care. 
But   I    rind   it   increasingly   difficult,    Mr.    Chair- 
man,  to   continue   to  like  fellows — and   I   always 
liked     Councilor    Chase — I     feel    it    increasingly 
difficult  to  keep  on  liking  a  fellow  who  will  come 
up    month    after    month    after    month    reviling, 
criticizing,   damning   and  stigmatizing   everything 
that   comes   from   the   corner  office  only   because 
he  doesn't  like  the  encumbent.     I  seriously  sug- 
gest   that    he    make    a    blanket    accusation    and 
go    up    to    the   administration    with    anything   he 
wants.     Let  us  pass  the  order  and  see  how  correct 
he  is.     Let  us  see  how  crooked  the  department 
heads   are.     Let   us   see   how   much   crookedness 
there   is   in   the   crowd   that   really   brought   this 
thing  in  and  laid  it  in  our  laps.     As  to  having  any 
scandal,  there  will  be  no  scandal  with  wuicn  we 
are    connected.     Let    us    give    them    five    million 
dollars  and   put  the   burden   of   proof  on  them, 
and  you  won't  be  touched  with  scandal  or  tarred 
witha  brush  if  you  don't  go  around  looking  for 
a  handout.     Stay  out  of  it,  and  there  will  oe  a 
dearth  of  accusers.     Let  us  lay  off  the  morals. 

Coun.  MADDEN — Mr.  President,  when  this 
matter  was  first  brought  before  this  Body  I  was 
one  of  the  men  who  fought  it  tooth  and  nail  for 
many  hours.  I  thought  I  was  right  then,  and  I 
am  sure  that  I  am  right  now.  I  thought  that 
those  who  proposed  this  orl-street  parking  should 
pay  a  proportionate  share  of  the  cost.  I  don't 
think  that  tnat  burden  should  be  shifted  entirely 
to  the  taxpayers.  1  think  there  are  ways  and 
means  whereby  the  retail  merchants  and  others 
who  are  interested  in  this  could  and  should  pay 
their  proportionate  part  of  the  cost.  However, 
in  reviewing  the  entire  matter,  we  nave  not  had 
many  occasions  when  the  Legislature — a  Repub- 
lican  Legislature,    gentlemen — gave   us   the   green 
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flag,  or  the  green  light,  on  any  particular  matter. 
We  are  satisfied  that  the  state  generally  and  the 
State  Legislature  are  sovereign  bodies.  They 
gave  this  matter  great  consideration.  I  am  also 
satisfied  that  when  the  newspapers  of  the  city 
back  something  as  strongly  as  they  have  backed 
this,  they  are  not  all  motivated  by,  let  us  say, 
lust  or  other  motives  that  we  would  probably 
frown  on.  Here  we  have  a  situation  whereby  we 
alone  can  appropriate  the  money.  We  have  the 
authorization  of  the  State  Legislature  to  appro- 
priate the  money.  I  have  a  very  great  regard  for 
the  able  councilor  from  Ward  4.  Only  recently 
I  read  in  the  paper  an  article  by  that  great  writer, 
Bill  Mullins,  who  said  that  Curley  is  what  we 
know  as  an  honest  man.  I  thought  Bill  was  very 
fine.  And,  as  I  recall  it,  Bill  went  on  to  say, 
"If  you  don't  vote  for  this  housing  thing  you  are 
dishonest."  Now,  there  is  some  inconsistency 
there.  That  perhaps  is  just  as  consistent  as  the 
remarks  by  several  of  the  newspapers  last  week 
where  many  of  the  councilors  were  taken  to  task 
because  we  were  so  simple  as  to  want  to  listen  to 
the  World  Series.  Gentlemen,  I  am  one  of  many 
men  who  did  not  have  a  chance  to  see  a  ball  game, 
a  World  Series,  for  a  great  many  years,  and  if  I  am 
so  simple  or  so  human  that  I  kind  of  like  to  listen 
to  a  ball  game  I  must  say  I  am  sorry.  But  it  just 
so  happened  that  last  Friday  when  this  came  up 
I  was  not  listening  to  the  ball  game — I  would  if 
I  had  thought  about  it — but  I  went  to  the  funeral 
of  a  very  good  friend  of  mine.  May  the  Lord 
have  mercy  on  him!  One  of  our  late  Election 
Commissioners,  Fred  Dowling,  a  great  fellow! 
Fred's  funeral  was  at  two  o'clock.  Councilor 
Ed  Lane  and  myself  went  over  because  Fred  was 
not  only  our  friend  but  our  neighbor.  That  was 
our  crime!  To  come  back  to  the  suggestion  of 
Councilor  Chase  that  this  would  lead  to  scandal, 
I  agree  with  Perlie  that  there  have  been  many 
instances  where  scandals  have  arisen  in  land- 
takings.  However,  I  have  fervent  respect  and 
regard  for  the  members  of  our  Real  Estate  Board. 
It  does  not  make  sense  to  me  that  the  heads  of  two 
of  our  largest  banks,  whom  I  do  not  know  other  than 
by  name  and  reputation, — but  I  do  know  Mr.  Fox, 
and  I  do  know  the  other  members,  and  I  am 
perfectly  satisfied  that  they  are  very  capable, 
sincere  and  honest  men.  I  do  not  think  for  one 
minute  that  those  men  would  stoop  to  any  fast 
stuff.  Maybe  they  would,  but  I  don't  think  so. 
As  for  the  principle  involved  in  this,  I  can't  see 
any  difference  at  all  between  the  principle  of 
giving  the  Mayor  the  authority  to  spend  five 
million  for  off-street  parking  and  ten  million  for 
veterans'  housing.  It  is  land-taking  either  way. 
They  are  both  wide  open  to  subversive  tactics, 
we  might  say.  However,  I  can't  bring  myself  to 
think  that  the  Mayor  of  our  city  and  these  other 
gentlemen  would  countenance  any  such  thing  as 
that.  God  knows  that  we  have  a  very  serious 
parking  problem  in  the  city,  and  I  am  not  satisfied 
that  this  is  the  best  method  of  handling  it,  but 
I  think  it  is  an  honest  and  sincere  start.  I  think 
that  when  the  Legislature  has  done  what  they 
have  in  giving  us  the  green  light,  and  I  think  when 
they  have  drafted  the  law  in  such  a  way  that 
capable  and  honest  men  are  handling  the  admin- 
istration of  this  fund,  I  am  perfectly  willing  to 
repose  confidence  in  their  ability  and  integrity. 
I  do  not  feel  as  though  I  am  breaking  faith  with 
my  constituents.  I  think  that  the  people  of 
Brighton  are  just  as  much  interested  in  improving 
the  conditions  in  the  city  as  the  people  in  any 
other  section,  and  if  men  more  capable  than 
myself,  more  learned  than  myself,  men  who  have 
had  more  experience  than  I,  advocate  this  off-  , 
street  parking,  as  they  do,  I  am  perfectly  willing 
to  take  the  word  of  those  gentlemen.  So,  Mr. 
President,  I  think  that,  while  I  may  have  been 
wrong  before  in  opposing  it,  I  am  satisfied  that 
perhaps  there  is  some  merit  to  it,  and  that  some- 
thing should  be  done,  and  I  think  it  ought  to  be 
done  right  now. 

Coun.  RUSSO — Mr.  President,  we  have  had  this 
loan  order  before  us  now  for  approximately  two 
months,  and  everyone  has  maintained  that  we 
should  have  some  information  in  order  to  enlighten 
us  so  that  we  might  vote  intelligently  one  way  or 
the  other.  Two  weeks  ago  I  voted  for  this  loan 
order  and  I  stated  at  that  time,  and  I  so  state  now, 
that  unless  further  information  was  forthcoming 
I  would  be  placed  in  a  position  of  being  unable  to 
justify  my  vote  in  the  affirmative.  Two  months, 
Mr.  President,  have  passed  by,  and  yet  not  one 
department  into  whose  hands  this  five  million 
dollars  will  be  entrusted  has  set  before  our  com- 


mittee meetings  that  we  have  held,  meeting  with 
all  the  various  departments  that  this  money  should 
be  handled  by,  the  desired  information.  I  would 
like  to  be  placed  in  the  position  to  vote  in  the 
affirmative  on  this  question  because  I  fully  realize, 
Mr.  President,  that  we  have  a  traffic  problem, 
but  they  have  done  nothing  to  satisfy  me  that 
this  loan  order  of  five  million  dollars  for  off-street 
parking  is  the  solution  or  a  help  to  the  traffic 
situation.  I  do  not  cast  any  reflection  in  so  far 
as  his  Honor  the  Mayor  is  concerned,  or  the  men 
by  whom  this  money  will  be,  of  their  own  free  will, 
spent.  But  I  am  wondering,  Mr.  President,  here, 
why,  up  to  this  time,  we  have  not  had  any  informa- 
tion, and  they  do  not  intend  to  give  us  any  infor- 
mation, and  still  they  expect  the  Council  to  pass 
an  order  for  five  million  dollars  without  any 
information.  Surely,  Mr.  President,  the  news- 
papers of  our  city  have  planned  for  the  passage 
of  this  five  million  dollar  order.  I  think  that 
there  are  no  other  newspapers  in  the  City  of 
Boston  that  are  more  interested  in  passing  this 
order  than  the  Boston  American  and  the  Boston 
Record,  but  still  in  their  fairness  editorially  they 
have  given  the  public  the  information  that  the 
City  Council  is  entitled  to  receive.  There  has 
been  no  newspaper  that  can  testify  that  we  have 
had  all  the  information  that  we  are  entitled  to. 
They  have  placed  the  Boston  City  Council  in  a 
position  of  trying  to  make  the  public  believe  that 
we  were  trying  to  avoid  the  passage  of  this  loan 
order  for  another  reason  than  the  failure  to  receive 
proper  information.  Only  once  within  these 
sixty  days  the  Traffic  Commission  presented  to  us 
a  map  which  showed  the  various  parking  spaces 
in  the  City  of  Boston,  and  at  that  meeting,  gentle- 
men, they  claimed  that  we  had  received  the 
information.  We  have  not  received  the  informa- 
tion. We  have  not  received  the  information  in 
regard  to  how  many  parking  lots  this  five  million 
dollars  is  going  to  take  care  of.  And  I  do  not 
intend  that  these  men  should  give  me  the  infor- 
mation, although  I  believe  that  I  should  be  entitled 
to  it,  to  know  the  exact  location  of  these  parking 
spaces;  but  I  do  intend,  Mr.  President,  to  know 
before  I  give  my  vote  in  the  affirmative  as  to  the 
area,  the  approximate  area,  that  these  parking 
spaces  are  going  to  be  put  in.  Can  we  honestly 
and  sincerely  justify  ourselves  in  passing  this  loan 
order  without  knowing  approximately  the  loca- 
tions? I  know  that  this  bill  was  introduced  by 
the  merchant  and  retail  houses  and  department 
stores  of  our  city,  and  yet  we  had  it  testified  before 
us  by  the  chairman  of  the  Real  Estate  Commission 
that  it  was  his  opinion  that  these  parking  spaces 
should  be  built,  not  in  the  City  Proper  —  by  that 
I  mean,  within  the  confines  of  these  department 
stores  —  but  rather  on  the  outskirts  of  our  city. 
There  is  nothing  definite  at  the  present,  time,  at 
least,  that  might  justify  my  vote  in  the  affirmative. 
Speaking  in  so  far  as  the  land  steal  is  concerned, 
—  yes,  Mr.  President,  we  have  had  those  experi- 
ences in  the  past, —  I  am  more  interested  to  see 
that  my  vote  will  be  given  with  the  full  knowledge 
and  satisfaction  that  I  am  voting  in  the  right 
manner.  I  maintain,  Mr.  President,  that  it 
would  be  proper  for  the  City  Council  to  reject  this 
loan  order  without  prejudice  and  let  his  Honor 
the  Mayor  and  the  members  of  the  committee 
bring  to  the  City  Council  a  constructive  plan,  to 
tell  the  City  Council  whether  or  not  they  are 
going  to  build  one  parking  space  for  five  million 
dollars  or  to  build  ten  parking  spaces  with  the 
five  million  dollars,  and  approximately  where  they 
intend  to  put  them.  I  do  not  feel  that  we  are  ask- 
ing too  much  to  know  this  information.  They  have 
claimed  that  it  is  the  fault  of  the  Council  in  holding 
up  the  passage  of  this  order.  Why  don't  they  put 
the  blame  squarely  on  the  shoulders  where  it 
belongs,  and  that  is  on  his  Honor  the  Mayor? 

Councilor  Hurley  doubted  the  presence  of  a 
quorum.  The  roll  was  called  and  it  was  found 
that  there  was  more  than  a  quorum  present,  viz.: 

Present — Councilors  Bayley,  Bryan,  Cantwell, 
Carey,  Chase,  Gook,  Fish,  Hurley,  Keenan,  Kelly, 
Kinsella,  Lane,  Linehan,  McCormack,  Moriarty, 
Muchnick,  Russo,  Sullivan — 18. 

President  KELLY— The  Chair  will  rule  that 
there  is  more  than  a  quorum  present.  Councilor 
Russo. 

Coun.  RUSSO— Mr.  President,  as  I  started  to 
say,  his  Honor  the  Mayor  has  not,  in  my  opinion, 
intended  to  give  the  City  Council  any  information 
and  I  gather  from  information  given  to  me  by  the 
department  heads  at  our  meetings  on  this  question 
that  they  feel  that  this  is  not  the  baby  of  his  Honor 
the  Mayor,  and  therefore  they  were  not  interested 
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to  gel  down  to  business  and  give  the  Council  the 
information  that  it  seeks.  If  that  is  so,  Mr. 
President,  I  feel  that  his  Honor  the  Mayor,  when 
he  sent  this  loan  order  into  the  Council  for  its 
adoption,  it  must  have  had  his  approval;  but 
as  he  stated  from  the  beginning  of  the  year,  the 
City  Council  had  no  power  and  regardless  of 
what  the  Council  docs,  he  would  come  through 
with  perhaps  anything  that  he  wants  anyway.  But 
I  say  to  you  gentlemen,  in  fairness  to  each  and 
every  one  of  you,  that  it  is  unfair  that  we  take  this 
accusation  by  the  various  newspapers  without  at 
least  a  comeback,  and  I  hope  that  they  will  be  big 
enough — and  I  know  that  they  will  not  print  it — 
to  give  the  reasons  why  individuals  have  voted 
against  this  measure,  even  though  knowing  that  it 
will  pass.  I  say  to  you,  if  we  pass  this  loan  order, 
regardless  of  whatever  comes  up  in  the  Council, 
we  won't  have  the  faith  of  the  people  who  elected 
us.  We  should  not  vote  on  a  five  million  dollar 
loan  order  without  any  information,  and  up  to  this 
time  we  have  not  had  any  information  whatsoever 
which  would  enable  us  to  pass  intelligently  on  this 
order. 

Coun.  LANE — Mr.  President,  this  is  the  first 
time  I  have  taken  the  floor  on  this  important 
matter,  but  Councilor  Chase  from  Ward  4,  for 
whom  I  have  a  very  high  personal  regard  and 
consider  a  man  well  qualified  to  represent  the 
important  district  which  he  does  represent,  has 
indicated  that  those  who  apparently  are  in  favor 
of  this  timely  and  important  measure  are  acting 
blindly.  Now,  in  my  particular  case,  I  agree  with 
the  councilor  from  Ward  2  (Councilor  Kinsella), 
who  put  it  very  well  when  he  stated  that  he  has 
given  it  full  consideration.  Since  1928,  as  some  of 
you  probably  know,  I  have  been  operating  under 
my  own  ownership  and  direction  an  investigation 
bureau  for  the  insurance  companies,  and  with  this 
knowledge  and  background  in  my  favor,  and  after 
all  the  things  that  have  been  said  by  both  persons 
in  favor  of  and  in  opposition  to  this  important 
measure,  I  decided  to  conduct  an  investigation  of 
my  own.  I  went  to  one  of  our  foremost  metro- 
politan dailies  and  spoke  with  a  very  dear  friend 
of  mine,  the  managing  editor — the  same  paper 
being  represented  here  today  by  their  representa- 
tive— and  this  managing  editor,  whom  I  have 
known  since  1916  when  I  went  to  college  with  him, 
told  me,  in  answer  to  my  inquiry,  that  he  wished  to 
make  it  perfectly  clear  and  explain  to  me  that  he 
spoke  his  own  mind  in  giving  me  his  answer  as  to 
whether  or  not  he  favored  the  off-street  parking 
measure.  He  did  emphasize,  and  I  quote,  and  I 
believe  verbatim,  that  at  no  time  have  any  of  the 
so-called  big  daily  advertisers — I  refer  to  the  de- 
partment stores — approached  him  as  managing 
editor,  asking  him  to  editorialize  in  their  favor  this 
bond  issue.  He  has  counseled  me  over  the  past 
twenty  years  on  other  important  matters,  and 
never  once  has  he  advised  me  erroneously  or  falsely, 
and  I  therefore  have  reason  to  believe  that  when 
he  answered  me  he  spoke  his  own  personal  mind, 
that  he  believed  that  this  loan  order  was  one  of  the 
most  important  that  has  ever  come  before  any 
Council  in  his  memory  in  the  City  of  Boston,  and 
that  he  firmly  believes  that,  though  it  would  not 
entirely  correct  the  tangled,  snarled  traffic  situa- 
tion now  existing  in  our  city  streets,  it  would  at 
least  be  a  start  in  the  right  direction  and  that  it 
would  at  least  partly  cure  the  evil.  Going  beyond 
that,  I  interviewed  several  prominent  churchmen 
in  the  downtown  area,  not  of  my  own  religious  faith 
or  belief.  I  interviewed  various  members  of  our 
prominent  banks,  merchants  of  all  creeds  and 
faiths,  and  in  not  one  instance  did  I  find  any  person 
who  in  any  way,  directly  or  otherwise,  was  opposed 
to  the  measure.  It  has  also  been  charged  and 
implied  on  this  floor  that  his  Honor  the  Mayor, 
either  himself  or  through  some  members  of  his  so- 
called  inner  circle,  has  approached  various  members 
of  this  Council.  I  dare  say  that  no  member  of  this 
Council  has  gone  down  to  the  Mayor's  office  seek- 
ing favors,  favors  that  rightfully  belong  to  him,  any 
more  than  has  your  present  speaker,  but  never 
once  has  his  Honor  the  Mayor,  or  any  individual 
or  group  of  individuals  duly  accredited  as  being 
members  of  the  inner  circle,  or  the  inner  family, 
ever  asked  my  belief  or  asked  me  which  way  I  was 
going  to  vote  on  this  measure.  Gentlemen,  I  am  in 
the  automobile  business,  I  run  an  investigation 
bureau  for  automobile  insurance  companies;  I  am 
familiar  with  the  loss  ratios;  I  am  familiar  with  the 
exposures  the  insurance  companies  are  up  against; 
and  I  know  that  they  too — whether  they  be 
domestic  or  foreign  companies,  licensed  to  operate 
within  the  Commonwealth — that  they  too  are  all 
highly  in  favor  of  the  measure.     I  speak  my  own 


mind  when  I  say  that  I  am  in  favor  of  it,  and  I 
hope  that  the  debate  will  be  curtailed,  and  that 
we  will  pass  favorably  on  this  important  subject. 
Coun.  CAREY — Mr.  President,  it  seems  a  waste 
of  time,  with  the  odds  so  heavily  against  you,  to 
bother  to  speak  either  for  or  against  this  particular 
measure.  I  predict  now  that  the  vote  on  this  five 
million  dollar  loan  order  will  either  be  16  to  4  in 
favor  of  it  or  15  to  5  in  favor  of  it.  Nevertheless, 
it  is  indeed  a  pleasure  to  be  one  of  the  four  or  five, 
as  I  have  been  on  innumerable  occasions  during 
the  last  nine  years.  And  I  am  one  of  the  four  or 
five  only  because  I  have  the  courage  of  my  con- 
victions. It  is  unfortunate  that  the  name  of  his 
Honor  the  Mayor  has  been  brought  into  this  dis- 
cussion. My  vote  today  is  not  to  be  considered 
in  any  way  as  one  of  suspicion  against  the  ability 
of  the  Mayor  to  properly  spend  this  five  million 
dollars.  I  have  the  utmost  confidence  in  the 
Mayor  in  that  respect.  However,  we  have  had  a 
parking  problem,  a  very  serious  parking  problem, 
for  many  years  in  this  city.  Nobody  seemed  to 
do  anything  about  it.  An  order  was  introduced 
in  the  Council  asking  for  this  relief  or  that  relief, 
but  to  sum  it  up,  nothing  ever  was  done.  But  all 
of  a  sudden  somebody  gets  the  idea,  let  us  spend 
five  million  dollars  of  the  poor  taxpayers'  dough, 
and  within  sixty  days  it  is  demanded  of  the  Coun- 
cil that  it  vote  to  spend  that  five  million  dollars 
of  the  taxpayers'  money.  It  has  not  been  told  to 
us  whether  that  five  million  dollars  will  provide 
one  parking  space  or  one  hundred  and  one  parking 
spaces.  It  has  not  been  shown  to  us  whether, 
even  if  one  hundred  and  one  parking  spaces  were 
provided,  any  relief  would  simultaneously  be  pro- 
vided. We  have  a  vehicular  problem  in  the  city. 
I  don't  know  whether  it  is  a  parking  problem  or 
a  traffic  problem.  Who  has  the  right  to  say 
whether  one  hundred  and  one  parking  places  will 
relieve  what  is  so  generally  referred  to  as  the 
traffic  congestion  or  traffic  problem?  Good  God 
above,  we  might  have  a  worse  traffic  problem  as 
a  result  of  opening  up  more  parking  spaces  than 
we  have  ever  had.  It  is  common  sense  that,  at 
least  to  some  extent,  if  people  outside  the  city 
who  have  offices  in  the  city  feel  that,  "Well,  there 
are  more  parking  places  downtown  now,  let  us 
take  the  car  in  town,"  then  we  are  going  to  create 
a  far  greater  traffic  problem  than  we  ever  have 
had.  We  have  parking  spaces  today.  They  have 
not  provided  a  great  deal  of  relief.  As  a  matter 
of  fact,  if  anyone  of  us  tomorrow  morning,  when 
the  really  heavy  movement  of  traffic  is  on,  tries  to 
approach  one  of  those  parking  places,  we  will  find 
lines  of  traffic  headed  towards  it,  waiting  to  get 
in  there,  as  a  result  of  which  for  a  half  mile  at 
some  points  we  find  a  procession  of  automobiles 
that  can't  pass  along,  just  because  five  or  six  cars 
at  the  head  of  the  line  are  trying  to  get  into  one 
of  these  so-called  off-street  parking  places.  There 
is  a  vehicular  problem.  We  are  not  dumb.  We 
don't  have  to  have  Filene's  or  Jordan's  or  anyone 
else  come  in  here  and  tell  us  that.  We  have 
already  seen  it.  I  have  seen  it  over  a  period  of 
years.  But  to  listen  to  some  people  you  would 
think  that  the  City  Council  did  not  know  what 
was  going  on  the  city  in  regard  to  the  traffic 
problem.  We  know  it  very  well  and  want  to  do 
something  about  it.  As  proof  of  that,  when  this 
matter  was  given  its  first  reading  here,  I  voted  in 
favor  of  it  with  the  reservation  that  I  hoped  in 
the  meantime  some  concrete  assurance,  at  least 
some  reasonable  assurance,  might  be  given  to  us 
that  some  relief  would  be  provided  by  the  ex- 
penditure of  this  five  million  dollars.  Nobody  has 
been  in  to  give  me  any  assurance  whatsoever.  We 
did  have  some  gentlemen  come  in  here,  estimable 
men,  and  they  pleaded  with  us  to  do  something 
about  it.  But  not  one  of  them,  excepting  that 
they  told  us  that  there  was  a  traffic  congestion, 
could  in  any  way  suggest  or  assure  us  that  relief 
would  be  provided  through  spending  this  five 
million  dollars.  There  has  been  great  complaint, 
particularly  during  the  Democratic  administration 
of  the  last  several  years,  that  the  government 
has  interfered  altogether  too  much  with  business. 
As  a  matter  of  fact,  because  of  the  demands  that 
have  been  made,  the  President  is  going  to  tell  the 
people  tomorrow  night  what  is  going  to  be  done 
to  relieve  the  meat  shortage.  In  other  words, 
the  blame  has  been  put  on  Congress  in  Washing- 
ton, a  Democratic  Congress  and  a  Democratic 
administration,  saying  that  if  the  government 
had  minded  its  own  business  we  would  have 
plenty  of  meat  and  at  cheap  prices.  That  is  not 
the  only  instance  of  where  the  present  administra- 
tion   has    been    blamed.     The   administration    of 
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the  last  few  years,  the  last  several  years,  has  been 
blamed  for  interfering  with  business.     Well,  now 
we  are  going  to  legalize,  we  are  going  to  have  the 
City  of  Boston  go  into  business  with  the  garage 
owners.     We   have   got   off-street   parking   places 
already    in    Boston.     Now    the    City    of    Boston, 
through  its  City  Council,  is  going  to  take  a  poll 
of   its   members   and   going   to   take   five   million 
dollars  of  the  taxpayers'  money  and  put  the  City 
of  Boston  into  the  garage  business,  with  no  assur- 
ance,   of    course,    that    any    relief   is  going  to  be 
provided.     I  wonder  if  —  God  forbid! —  we  should 
have   a  depression   and  we  should   not  have   the 
congestion  in  the  streets  that  we  have  today  from 
a   vehicular   standpoint   and   some   of   these   con- 
templated parking  areas  go  by  the  board,  who  is 
going  to  hold  the  bag  then.     Are  these  big  business 
men  who  have  come  in  here  and  demanded  that 
we  take  action  going  to  be  willing  to  take  over 
those   places    regardless    of    profit   and    loss;   will 
they  say  to  the  city,   "Forget  it,  boys;  you  were 
Santa  Claus  before,  we  will  be  Santa  Claus  now"? 
One   of   the   greatest   public   services   that   I   can 
conceive  would   be   to   do   something   about   this 
parking  problem,   but  no  one  has   convinced  me 
yet   that   by   taking   five   million   dollars     of    the 
taxpayers'    money    then    right    off    the    bat    this 
situation  is  going  to  be  remedied.     What  I  would 
like  to   know  is,   if  this  land   can  be  bought  so 
reasonably,   and   if   these   parking   places   can   be 
had  so   readily,   why  is  it  that   private  business 
has   not   been   able   to   go   into   this   matter   and 
relieve    the    situation.     In     my     judgment,     the 
only  answer  is  that  the  property  is  going  to  cost 
so  much  money,  apparently,  that  it  has  to  be  a 
Santa   Claus  Boston  through  its  taxpayers,  who 
are   struggling   now,   who    are    expected    to    take 
the  money  and  try  to  relieve  the  situation.     But 
very  likely  we  are  going  to  have  a  worse  traffic 
congestion    than    ever    before,    unless    this    Com- 
mittee,   this   Board,    so    called,    that   is   supposed 
to   be   so   able,    can   administer   this   five   million 
dollars  in   such  a  way  that  once  parking  places 
are  open  all  one  has  to  do  is  to  get  into  the  car, 
turn  on  the  gas,  and  the  car  will  go  wherever  it 
wants  to  go,  without  any  interference  whatsoever. 
We  know  that  is  not  going  to  happen.     And  this 
refutes  to  some  extent  my  own  personal  stand- 
point,   at  least   as   to  what   has   been   said   here, 
about  the  opinion  that  has  been  expressed  by  this 
one  and   that  one  regarding   the  relief   that   this 
five  million  dollar  expenditure  is  going  to  bring 
about.     This  matter  has  been  before  the  Council 
for  weeks,  and  in  speaking  to  men  —  and  I  am  on 
the  streets  every  day  —  not  one  solitary  soul  has 
seen   fit   to   even   suggest   in   the   slightest   degree 
that  I  should  vote  for  this  five  million  dollars,  and  I 
presume  that   the  reason   they   have   not  is   that 
they  have  their  doubts  that  the  traffic  problem 
of  Boston  is  ever  going  to  be  properly  corrected 
until  we  provide  better  avenues  for  that  traffic. 
We  know  that  one  of  the  worst  troubles  is  that 
there    are    altogether    too    many    narrow    streets 
that    produce    bottlenecks.     You  have  got  wider 
streets  in  the  approaches  to  the  city,  but  as  you 
get     downtown     here    those    streets     narrow    up, 
with   the   result  that  in  some   cases   all   the  cars 
are   parked   on   one   side   of   the  street  and   it  is 
impossible  for  another  line  of  traffic  to  go  through 
that  street.     That  has  been  the  reason  that  they 
have   found   it   necessary,    not   only   here   but   in 
other    localities,    to    have    the    so-called    one-way 
streets.     I   think  that  poses   at  least   as   great   a 
question  as  to  whether  five  million  dollars  is  going 
to  be  enough  or  not.     I  don't  think  it  will  be.    But 
why  don't  we  start  now,  and  then  in  a  year  from 
now  the  request  can  be  made  for  additional  money.. 
This  thing  might  well  go  to  fifty  million  dollars, 
but  if  we  have  got  to  spend  fifty  million  dollars, 
now  is  the  time  for  the  taxpayers  to  know  about 
it.     But  the  way  things  are  going  today,  instead 
of  having  reduced  tax  rates  we  are  going  to  have 
greater   and   more   burdensome   rates,    and   every 
penny  should  be  spent  wisely  and  well.     If  this 
five  million  dollars  is  not  going  to   provide  any 
relief  it  should  not  be  spent,  but  there  has  not 
been  a  member  of  this  Body  convinced,  because 
nobody  has  the  ability  to  come  in  here  and  con- 
vince us  that  this  five  million  dollars  is  going  to 
help  the  situation.     One  could  talk  here  for  two 
or    three    hours    and    bring    before    this    Council 
reasons   that  do   not  justify   the  spending  of  all 
this  money  at  this  time.     If  this  Council  wants 
to  be  fair,  due  to  the  fact  that  they  only  have  until 
Wednesday   to   act  on  this   matter,   this   Council 
should  vote  this  loan  down,  and  nothing  would 
prevent   the   Mayor   from   restoring   it,   at   which 
time,   plans,  at  least   to   some   reasonable   extent, 


could    accompany    the    new    request,    letting    the 
Council  know  where  these  places  are  contemplated. 
The  question  has  been  raised  as  to  whether  or  not 
the  Council  should  know,  and  I  say,  regardless  of 
what    the   press   or   anybody   else   might   say,    of 
course  the  City  Council  should  know.     There  has 
been  certain  criticism  made — if  you  want  to  read 
between  the  lines  you  can  get  the  direct  insinuation 
— that  if  the  members  of  the  City  Council  knew 
where  these  places  were  going  to  be — where  these 
open-air   parking   places    were   going   to    be    con- 
structed— there    might    be    some    funny    business 
going  on.     I  wonder  if  certain  funny  business  is 
not  going  on  at  the  present  time,   and  if   there 
would    be    anything    wrong    in    letting    the    City 
Council  know  definitely   whether  we  are   going  to 
have   three   on   Federal   street,    two   on   Franklin 
street,   a  couple  on  Devonshire  street,  or  where. 
I  do  not  like  to  suspect  anybody,  but  as  far  as  I 
can  gather,  the  only  reason  that  the  locations  have 
not  been  divulged  is  because  there  is  some  sus- 
picion.    But  why  not  come  out  with  it?     As  far 
as  I  can  see,  there  is  nobody  on  this  Board  that 
has  been  appointed  to  select  and  construct  these 
sites,    with   the   possible   exception   of   the   traffic 
engineer,  who  has  had  any  experience  in  parking 
matters,   and   even   Phil   Desmond   qualified   any 
evidence  he  gave  here.     He  did  not  guarantee  to 
us  that  by  spending  eventually  five  million  dollars 
we  would  get  relief.     He  did  not  prove  to  us,  and 
he  could  not,  that  we  were  going  to  get  any  relief. 
As   a   matter   of   fact,    he   agreed   that   the   mere 
opening  of  additional  parking  places  would  invite 
more  traffic  into  the  city.     We  have  been  dubbed 
dumb   on  more   than  one  occasion,   and  frankly, 
with  due  respect  to  my  colleagues,  I  figure  that 
we    should    be   dubbed   dumb    again    because,    to 
repeat  what  I  said  in  the  opening,  this  situation 
has  existed  for  not  a  year  or  two  years  —  it  has 
been  increasing  for  the  last  fifteen  or  twenty  or 
twenty-five  years — and  if  we  are  going  to  spend 
five  million  dollars  we  ought  to  have  some  concrete 
evidence.     I  am  willing  to  vote  for  it,  as  I  said 
before  —  I   am   willing   to   vote   for   fifty   million, 
but  I  would  like  to  be  convinced  before  I  vote, 
whether  it  is  five  million  or  fifty  million,  that  we 
are  going  to  get  the  much  needed  relief.     It  has 
got  to   come,   but  what  in  hell   are  a  few  small 
open-air  parking  places  going   to  do?     They  are 
not  going   to   solve   the  problem.     They   are  not 
going  to  do  it.     To  repeat  another  thing,  we  don't 
know  whether  the  five  million  dollars  is  going  to 
provide  one,  a  dozen,  or  a  million  and  one  parking 
places.     Nobody    on    the    Board    is    possessed    of 
sufficient   knowledge   to   tell   us  whether   there   is 
going  to  be  one,  a  dozen,  or  a  million  and  one. 
We  don't  know  whether  we  have  got  to  use  five 
million  dollars   merely  for  the  initial  land-takings. 
We  don't  know  what  the  cost  is  going  to  be  to 
construct   them.     We   don't   know   when   we   are 
going  to  get  the  material  to  start  them.     We  don't 
know  when  the  plans  themselves  are  going  to  be 
ready.     We  know  nothing  about  it.     And  yet  a 
situation  that  has  been  becoming  more  aggravated 
for  fifteen  or  twenty  years  has  got  to  be  solved  by 
the  City  Council  within  sixty  days  to  the  extent 
of  five  million  dollars,  only  because  of  the  pressure 
that  has  been  put  upon  us.     Let  us  be  reasonable 
about  it.     Let  us  use  our  God-given  sense.     You 
men  do   not  represent  yourselves  as  individuals; 
you  are  representing  districts  of  anywhere  from 
35,000  to  55,000  people.     I  am  very  much  con- 
cerned about  the  eight  hundred-odd  thousand  in 
the  city,  and  I  am  likewise  concerned  about  those 
taxpayers  up  in  my  district,  a  great  number  of 
whom,  as  a  matter  of  fact  most  of  whom,  do  not 
own  a  dollar.     And  do  not  be  misled  because  some- 
body has  dubbed  it  a  loan.     John  Jones,  up  in  my 
district,   is  going  to  pay  the  bill  just  the  same. 
Don't  think,  just  because  he  is  going  to  get  the 
medicine  slowly,   it  is  going  to  help   him.     John 
Jones  might  be  paying  that  bill  three  years,  four 
years,  or  five  years  from  today,  when  God  knows 
what  the  conditions  are  going  to  be.     But  it  is  an 
easy   matter  to   raise   five   million   dollars   today. 
Money  is  plentiful.     To  some  extent  wages  and 
salaries  are  still  high,  but  common  sense  tells  us 
that     that     can't     continue.     Rents     have     been 
frozen  in  this  Commonwealth.     And  yet  you  men 
are  going  to  say  to  your  constituents  in  your  dis- 
trict tonight,  "I  don't  give  a  damn  whether  your 
tax  bill  is  $42.60  or  $49.60  next  year;  the  fellow 
who   is   luxurious   enough   to   own   an   automobile 
has  to  be  taken  care  of."     Who  says  that  the  busi- 
ness downtown  has  got  to  be  taken  care  of  any 
more  than  the  business  in  the  outlying  districts? 
This  parking  problem  exists  not  only  down  here 


4  SO 


CITY     COUNCIL. 


but  in  Dorchester,  in  Jamaica  Plain,  in  Brighton, 
in  Aliston,  in  South  Boston,  and  many  is  the 
business  man  who  can't  approach  his  establishment 
in  Dorchester,  Roxbury,  Jamaica  Plain,  Brighton 
or  Aliston  because  of  the  cars  from  outside  being 
parked  outside  his  door.  There  is  more  to  con- 
sider about  this  thing.  As  I  said  a  little  while  ago, 
you  might  talk  about  this  matter  for  two  or  three 
hours.  The  longer  you  ta'k  the  more  reasons 
are  brought  before  you  for  demanding  that  we 
know  something  about  this  before  we  go  into  it. 
It  is  laughable  the  way  certain  members  of  the 
Body  say  that  they  have  been  given  all  the  infor- 
mation that  they  need.  What  in  God's  name 
information  has  been  given?  I  think  I  am  prob- 
ably as  friendly  with  the  Mayor  as  anybody  in 
this  Body;  I  think  that  the  Mayor  is  anxious  to 
get  this  thing  through,  and  he  might  have  called 
me  down  and  said,  "I  would  like  to  have  you 
vote  for  this."  I  have  not  heard  a  thing  from 
him.  Personally  I  should  say  that  the  Mayor 
doesn't,  give  a  damn.  He  has  had  plenty  of 
municipal  experience  not  only  in  traffic  problems 
but  in  various  other  problems,  and  I  think  it  is 
only  fair  to  say  that  the  Mayor  knows  that  if  we 
are  going  to  spend  five  million  or  fifty  million  we 
ought  to  first  find  out  and  get  a  few  facts  about  it. 
There  has  been  no  question  of  the  second  floor. 
The  room  on  the  corner  down  there  has  been 
often  referred  to  or  written  about.  Who  is  going 
to  question  this  thing?  Use  your  reasonable 
judgment.  This  thing  can  be  postponed  for  two 
or  three  months  without  doing  any  harm.  What 
construction  is  there  going  to  be  within  the  next 
three,  four  or  five  months?  You  may  have 
ample  opportunity  to  demand  that  some  reason- 
able and  some  definite  information  be  given  to 
us  here.  Five  million  dollars  may  come  very 
easy  to  some  people,  but  I  am  sure  it  does  not 
come  easy  to  those  taxpayers  who  are  still  operat- 
ing on  frozen  rents,  with  higher  tax  bills  coming 
in  each  year.  And  don't  forget  that  your  veterans' 
program,  caring  for  the  needs  of  the  veterans, 
might  be  so  consequential  that  the  tax  rate  should 
be  increased  to  provide  the  necessities  for  them, 
instead  of  spending  five  million  dollars  on  a 
proposition  that  we  know  nothing  about  except 
that  something  should  be  done.  But,  in  my 
opinion,  when  we  decide  to  spend  five  million 
dollars  we  ought  to  know  a  great  deal  more  about 
it.  It  is  most  unfortunate  from  the  beginning 
that  a  committee  was  not  appointed  by  the 
Mayor,  with  the  approval  of  reasonable  expendi- 
tures by  the  Council,  to  make  an  initial  study 
of  this  situation  and  to  bring  in  here  some  con- 
crete facts.  Not  knowing  where  these  places 
are  going  to  be  constructed — we  were  not  born 
yesterday;  we  know  that  the  valuations  upon 
land  are  being  raised — we  well  know  that  John 
Jones,  whose  property  might  be  assessed  for  a 
quarter  of  a  million  dollars,  might  hold  out  for 
8350,000  or  8450,000  and  say,  "Let  the  city  take 
it  by  right  of  eminent  domain."  That  is  a  hell 
of  a  way  to  do  things  ordinarily.  If  we  are  going 
to  make  some  effort  to  relieve  this  situation,  let 
us  do  it  in  the  right  way.  But  by  this  time  we 
are  all  grown  men,  we  are  all  over  seven,  and  we 
were  elected  because  we  were  supposed  to  have 
some  ability  to  represent  800,000  people.  We 
have  been  so  belittled  by  the  proponents  of  this 
five  million  dollar  loan  order  that  they  have  not 
given  us  the  slightest  indication  of  what  the 
initial  costs  are  going  to  be.  We  don't  know  but 
five  million  dollars  might  be  more  than  enough. 
As  I  said  earlier,  we  don't  know  but  we  might 
need  fifty  million.  But  you  gentlemen  have  been 
so  belittled  by  big  business — and  you  gentlemen 
are  the  board  of  directors  of  the  city — you  have 
been  so  belittled  by  big  business  because  they 
say  that  they  want  five  million  dollars  and,  getting 
the  same  proportion  out  of  each  one  of  your  dis- 
tricts, they  want  to  use  it  to  relieve  traffic  con- 
gestion. They  have  belittled  you  to  the  extent 
that  they  have  not  had  to  tell  you,  to  give  you 
any  idea  what  the  land  costs  are  going  to  be, 
what  the  construction  costs  are  going  to  be, 
whether  they  can  start  these  open-air  spaces  next 
summer  or  five  years  from  next  summer.  I  say 
that  if  materials  are  available,  those  materials 
should  go  into  the  most  worthy  order  that  has 
ever  been  introduced  into  this  Council,  the  order 
of  Councilor  Linehan.  There  is  not  a  material 
that  will  go  into  these  open-air  parking  places 
that  can't  much  better  be  used  to  build  those 
housing  units  that  are  so  vitally  necessary  for 
these  veterans.  Now,  are  we  going  to  say,  "To 
hell   with   those   veterans — we   will   put   off   con- 


struction of  that  housing  until  we  get  these  parking 
places  in"?  I  say,  give  preference  to  that  housing, 
and  defeat  this  order  today.  A  matter  of  two 
months  or  three  months  won't  amount  to  any- 
thing. There  is  no  talk  about  parking  problems 
at  Beverly;  they  are  building  houses.  They  are 
not  worrying  about  parking  areas  for  luxurious 
automobiles.  I  do  not  blame  the  councilor  from 
South  Boston  for  the  attitude  he  assumed  about 
this  housing.  It  looks  as  if  it  was  too  much  of  a 
cost.  "To  hell  with  taxes;  we  have  to  take 
care  of  the  rich  guy  who  has  the  automobile." 
"There  is  absolutely  no  need  for  nouses." 
Nobody  can  be  offended,  and  you  can't  convince 
me,  gentlemen,  that  you  will  not  have  the  respect 
of  every  one  of  these  proponents  of  this  five- 
million-dollar  loan  order  if  you  refuse  to  vote 
for  off-street  parking  until  we  at  least  have  the 
assurance  that  the  materials  and  the  sites  have 
been  provided  for  that  much  more  necessary 
housing  for  those  veterans,  those  mothers  and 
those  kids  that  are  living,  as  every  one  of  us 
knows,  under  the  most  horrible  conditions.  I 
want  to  be  fair  to  those  veterans.  Some  people 
might  say,  "Oh,  trying  to  pick  up  a  few  votes." 
I  don't  know  whether  I  pick  up  a  vote  out  there 
in  Roxbury  or  not.  As  is  no  doubt  the  case  with 
every  one  of  you  gentlemen,  there  is  not  a  day 
that  goes  by  that  I  do  not  have  anywhere  from 
a  dozen  to  thirty  or  forty  veterans  coming  in 
and  saying,  "For  God's  sake,  will  you  do  some- 
thing; get  me  a  home  of  my  own."  The  only 
home  we  are  interested  in  right  now,  even  though 
we  have  voted  ten  million  dollars  for  housing — 
I  say,  let  us  get  the  housing  first,  and  then  the 
parking  places — but  the  only  home  we  have 
provided,  that  we  are  anxious  to  provide  right 
now,  through  the  insistence  that  this  be  voted 
and  appropriated  today,  is  the  home  for  that 
automobile  that  already  has  a  home.  Let  us 
treat  the  thing  with  some  reasonable  judgment. 
It  does  not  even  take  guts.  You  are  not  going 
to  offend  me,  but  you  may  offend  the  people  who 
sent  you  here,  and,  by  God,  you  certainly  owe 
something  to  them.  Some  of  you  gentlemen 
have  been  here  not  one  term,  but  several  terms, 
by  reason  of  the  votes  of  those  same  people  who 
are  going  to  pay  this  bill.  Let  us  assert  ourselves. 
There  are  going  to  be  less  cars  on  the  road  during 
the  winter  months  than  there  are  at  the  present 
time.  There  are  going  to  be  more  little  babies 
looking  for  homes  during  the  cold  months  than 
there  are  at  the  present  time.  Let  us  use  all  of 
our  cooperation,  as  they  did  in  Beverly,  to  get 
the  most  in  the  way  of  materials  for  those  houses 
and  those  homes.  The  parking  problem  is  a  real 
problem,  but  it  is  not  pressing,  because  the  coming 
of  the  cold  weather  will  relieve  it  to  some  extent, 
and  we  will  have  plenty  of  time  in  the  next  two 
or  three  months  to  consider  this  thing,  and  in 
that  period  this  very  capable  board,  which  has 
guaranteed  to  us,  and  let  us  not  duck  it,  that 
everything  is  going  to  be  fine,  it  is  going  to  be 
jake  in  Boston  from  the  traffic  standpoint — they 
will  have  time  to  come  in  and  convince  us  that 
everything  is  going  to  be  fine. 

Coun.  COOK — I  move  the  previous  question, 
Mr.  President. 

Coun.  SCANNELL— Mr.  President 

President  KELLY — There  is  no  debate,  coun- 
cilor.    The  question  is  on  the  motion. 

Coun.  SCANNELL — Mr.  President,  not  having 
spoken  on  this  order,  I  want  to  ask  the  gentle- 
man who  has  made  the  motion  if  he  will  withdraw 
it  for  five  minutes. 

President  KELLY — I  am  sorry,  councilor,  but 
there  is  no  debate  on  the  motion. 

Coun.  CAREY — Mr.  President,  can't  you  put 
the  question?  We  don't  intend  to  shut  off  debate 
here — never  have. 

President  KELLY — The  motion  is  for  the 
previous  question. 

Coun.  SCANNELL— Mr.  President 

President  KELLY — For  what  purpose  does  the 
gentleman  rise? 

Coun.  CAREY — Not  to  be  misunderstood,  I 
mean  that  I  sincerely  hope  the  debate  will  not  be 
shut  off. 

President  KELLY — I  am  trying  to  live  up  to 
the  rules  of  the  Council,  councilor,  and  there  is  no 
debate  when  a  councilor  moves  the  previous  ques- 
tion. 

Coun.  SCANNELL— Mr.  President 
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President  KELLY — For  what  purpose  does  the 
gentleman  rise? 

Coun.  SCANNELL — To  ask  what  a  member's 
rights  are  here  if  there  is  a  motion  for  the  previous 
question.  Through  you  I  am  going  to  ask  the 
gentleman   from   Ward    12    (Councilor  Cook) 

President  KELLY — I  have  no  control  over  any 
motion  that  is  made. 

Coun.  SCANNELL— I  will  put  it  to  the  Body 
and  ask  them  if  they  would  like  to  hear  me. 

President  KELLY — The  Body  has  the  right  to 
vote  upon  the  motion,  councilor.  The  motion  is 
the  previous  question. 

The  question  was  put  and  the  motion  was  lost. 

President  KELLY — It  is  not  a  vote. 

Coun.  BAYLEY— I  doubt  the  vote. 

Coun.  SCANNELL— Mr.  President 

President  KELLY — Does  the  gentleman  ask 
for  a  roll  call? 

Coun.  BAYLEY— Yes. 

The  roll  was  called,  and  the  motion  was  lost, 
yeas  8,  nays  9: 

Yeas — Councilors  Bayley,  Bryan,  Cook,  Fish, 
Hurley,  Lane,  McCormack,  Muchnick — 8. 

Nays — Councilors  Carey,  Chase,  Keenan,  Line- 
han,  Madden,  Moriarty,  Russo,  Scannell,  Sul- 
livan— 9. 

Present — Councilors  Kelly,  Kinsella. 

Coun.  SCANNELL— Mr.  President 

Coun.  MUCHNICK— Mr.  President 

President  KELLY — Councilor  Scannell. 

Coun.  SCANNELL— Mr.  President,  I  do  not 
wish  to  delay  this  matter  very  long.  I  know 
it  has  been  debated,  but  never  in  the  seven  years 
I  have  been  here  have  I  asked  to  shut  any  mem- 
ber of  this  Council  off,  and  I  do  not  intend  to, 
but  I  have  fought  this  off-street  parking  for  the 
past  57  days  and  I  think  I  should  have  the  right 
to  say  a  few  words  on  it.  Now,  as  far  as  the 
parking  in  the  city  streets  is  concerned,  I  think 
we  should  go  ahead  in  the  first  place  and  enforce 
our  parking  regulations.  I  have  observed  in  this 
city  today — just  this  morning  I  went  down  on 
Broad  street  of  this  city,  and  every  available 
parking  space  on  that  street  was  taken,  and  also 
sixteen  automobiles  were  double  parked,  with 
five  large  trucks  also  double  parked,  and  probably 
twenty  trucks  backed  into  these  warehouses  on 
Broad  street.  Now  I  say  we  have  to  first  clean 
up  the  parking  conditions  on  the  streets.  And 
who  is  responsible  for  it  but  the  Police  Depart- 
ment? The  men  who  are  running  our  Police 
Department  are  responsible  for  the  conditions 
here  in  this  city  today,  and  until  they  clean  that 
situation  up  I  do  not  intend  to  vote  for  this  order. 
What  do  our  streets  consist  of?  The  streets  of 
this  city  are  to  run  traffic  over,  and  not  for 
parking  areas,  to  be  used  by  people  coming  in 
and  going  out  of  this  city.  If  we  have  parking 
regulations  in  this  city  that  will  drive  out  these 
parkers  who  come  in  and  park  all  day  at  their 
places  of  business,  that  is  the  time  we  are  going 
to  get  down  to  the  root  of  the  evil,  as  far  as  parking 
in  this  city  is  concerned.  I  have  a  pamphlet  here 
— it  is  very  small — gotten  out  by  the  Los  Angeles 
Chamber  of  Commerce,  and  it  says,  "The  streets 
are  yours,  and  you  should  use  them  as  streets 
and  not  as  parking  areas."  It  also  goes  along 
and  says,  "The  streets  of  the  city  are  used  for 
parking,  and  that  is  why  you  have  got  your  park- 
ing problem."  There  are  various  questions  which 
might  be  asked  here  in  this  Body,  and  they  are 
important  questions,  and  I  hope  that  every  mem- 
ber of  this  Body  will  not  vote  just  because  one 
newspaper  in  the  city  is  for  off-street  parking, 
when  they  do  not  know  what  they  are  talking 
about,  because  all  these  big  business  houses  , 
support  their  newspaper.  They  are  not  going  to 
drive  down  my  throat  by  any  character  assassin, 
or  any  man  who  is  going  to  try  to  say  that  the 
members  of  this  Body  are  crooked — they  are  not 
going  to  put  that  down  my  throat,  and  I  don't 
intend  to  let  them.  Mr.  Mullins  got  away  with 
it  in  the  Boston  Herald.  It  is  easy  to  say  to 
vote  the  five  million  dollars  and  not  to  go  down 
into  the  actual  things  that  are  the  trouble  and  the 
evils  that  are  in  the  city.  Allied  with  the  Police 
Department,  we  should  go  and  try  to  put  this 
over  and  find  out  if  we  can't  have  better  traffic 
regulation,  and  see  if  we  can't  at  least  do  some- 
thing about  the  present  conditions.  If  we  had 
in  this  city  twenty-minute  parking  today,  possibly 
we  would  find  that  the  longer-time  parking  is 
the  root  of  this  evil.  I  do  not  intend,  Mr.  Presi- 
dent, to  vote  for  this  matter,  because  men  coming 
into  this  Body,  and  the  Executive  Session  of  this 
Body,  have  been  unfair  with  the  members  of  this 


Body.  I  do  not  intend  to  vote  for  it  because  I 
would  rather  vote  for  ten  million  or  twenty  mil- 
lion for  veterans'  housing.  I  think  we  should 
hear  from  them  before  we  give  any  further  con- 
sideration. Our  first  concern  to  the  people  of 
this  city  is  to  the  veterans  of  this  city,  who  give 
these  businessmen  an  opportunity  to  run.  The 
boys  of  this  city  coming  back  should  get  housing 
protection,  and  never  mind  any  of  these  big 
business  agents  or  these  big  bankers  coming  into 
our  city,  to  try  to  throw  open  the  doors  of  the 
people  of  this  city,  with  houses  that  are  mort- 
gaged to  the  hilt,  buildings  that  they  want  to  get 
rid  of.  I  advocated  in  1940  definite  off-street 
parking  as  far  as  the  rapid  transit  is  concerned, 
but  they  turned  it  back  to  them.  They  are 
not  going  to  come  there  and  build,  go  into  these 
parking  areas  that  you  might  be  able  to  get 
with  probably  a  couple  of  hundred  thousand  dol- 
lars, to  alleviate  the  traffic  problem  in  the  city. 
Now,  I  have  some  ideas  I  would  like  to  talk  over, 
but  I  don't  l'ke  to  have  anybody  come  into  any 
public  meeting,  as  long  as  I  am  a  member  of  the 
Body,  and  try  to  kid  the  members  of  that  Body, 
and  that  is  what  has  been  done  on  this  off-street 
parking.  I  want  more  facts,  and  I  want  to  see 
that  the  parking  regulations  of  this  city  are  lived 
up  to,  and,  if  everyone  lives  up  to  them,  then 
I  do  not  think  we  will  need  any  off-street  parking. 
So  that  I  say  if  the  Police  Commissioner  would 
get  on  the  ball  and  put  his  men  to  work  and  prose- 
cute the  men  who  are  parking  outside  their 
establishments  all  day  long,  from  morning  to 
night,  and  drive  those  men  off  the  street,  that  is 
the  time  your  parking  problem  will  get  alleviated. 
I  don't  want  any  person  in  the  city  to  come  in  to 
me  from  Newton,  Southbridge,  or  East  Oshkosh, 
■  or  any  other  place,  and  say  that  they  are  interested 
in  the  parking  problems  in  Boston.  You  know 
as  well  as  I  do  that  they  are  not,  and  you  know  the 
Boston  Herald,  or  Mr.  Mullins,  the  character 
assassin,  does  not  care  anything  about  this  off- 
street  parking.  But  he  wants  to  tear  down 
the  reputation  of  men  who  have  run  under  the 
Democratic  standard,  men  who  are  Democrats, 
as  he  has  been  tearing  down  other  men  who  have 
held  high  public  office.  Take  the  Governor  of 
the  Commonwealth.  What  has  he  done  to  him? 
He  has  torn  him  apart.  And  the  same  with  any 
man  who  has  performed  service  for  the  city; 
he  has  torn  him  down.  There  is  no  Republican 
going  to  tell  you  in  this  city  that  they  are  inter- 
ested in  giving  a  Democratic  mayor  of  this  city 
five  million  dollars  to  spend.  They  know  very 
well  that  they  are  not  fair.  They  know  what  is 
going  on.  And  as  a  member  of  this  Body,  in 
voting  for  five  million  dollars  I  want  to  know  what 
is  going  on,  and  I  shall  not  vote  for  this  until 
I  do  know  what  is  going  to  happen  to  this  five 
million   dollars. 

President  KELLY— The  clerk  will  call  the  roll 
on  the  passage  of  the  order. 

Coun.  LINEHAN — Mr.  President,  on  Septem- 
ber 9,  1946,  I  stated  in  a  speech  in  regard  to  the 
curing  of  the  traffic  conditions  in  the  City  of 
Boston  that  "I,  for  one,  am  going  to  vote  for  that 
measure;  I  am  going  to  vote,  you  might  say, 
with  my  tongue  in  my  cheek."  Well,  since  then 
we  have  had  several  meetings.  We  had  Planning 
Board  members  and  others  come  before  us,  and  I 
really  got  a  kick  out  of  that.  We  had  no  plan 
come  before  us;  they  did  not  show  us  any  plan. 
Now,  I  did  say  in  the  Executive  Chamber  that  I 
would  not  vote  for  any  bond  issues  until  the 
veterans'  housing  was  signed  by  his  Honor  the 
Mayor.  After  sitting  in  here  today  and  listening 
to  some  of  the  arguments,  I  have  decided  to  vote 
against  it.  Now,  that  does  not  mean  it  will  be 
killed.  If  it  is  killed,  there  is  nothing  to  stop  his 
Honor  the  Mayor  from  sending  it  back  to  us  after 
he  signs  the  bill  for  the  housing.  If  he  does  not 
sign  the  bill  for  the  housing  and  sends  this  back 
again,  I  will  vote  against  the  off-street  parking. 
And  I  defy  anybody  in  this  Chamber  to  say  that 
anybody  in  my  district  will  say,  "We  will  beat 
you  because  you  did  not  vote  for  the  off-street 
parking  in  preference  to  the  veterans'  housing." 
It  has  come  down  to  the  point  of  deciding,  I 
think,  between  these  things.  Now  the  Mayor  has 
said,  after  many  questions  put  to  him  by  me 
directly,  "I  will  veto  it  if  the  Law  Department 
says  it  is  illegal."  Why  talk  about  illegality  on 
measures  for  housing  for  veterans  when  chapter  372 
of  the  A^ts  of  1946  permits  the  city  to  appropriate 
money,  and  the  City  Charter  says  that  the  City 
Council  can  appropriate  money  on  a  loan  order? 
Now,  I  don't  know  whether  I  am  getting  kidded 
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to  \on>  fot  off-street  parking  down  there  or  not 
but  I  am  not  taking  any  chances.  I  could  vote 
for  or  against  the  off-street  parking.  I  say  t Wis 
dm-  to  the  fact  that  there  arc  plenty  of  defects  in 
this  loan  order  for  five  million  dollars  —  plenty 
of  them.  On  September  9  I  tiled  an  order  request- 
ing that  the  Law  Department  prepare  legislation 
to  cure  three  of  the  greatest  causes  of  traffic  con- 
gestion in  the  City  of  Boston.  At  that  time  I 
said:  "1.  A  truck  terminal  be  located  in  the 
City  of  Boston;  2.  Make  out  a  list  of  streets  in 
the  City  of  Boston  to  be  widened  and  request  that 
the  work  be  financed  out  of  the  State  Highway 
Fund;  3.  Arterial  highway  for  the  City  of 
Boston  to  be  financed  out  of  the  State  Highway 
Fund."  And.  you  could  add  a  fourth  and  a  fifth 
in  that  order;  you  can  add  laws  and  parking 
regulations  better  than  they  have  been  up  to  now. 
Let  us  have  no  parking  from  7.30  to  9.30  in  the 
morning,  and  keep  the  people  away  who  park  all 
day  in  the  city,  so  as  to  make  room  for  the  tran- 
sients who  come  in  here  to  buy  merchandise.  That 
is  very  simple.  That  can  be  done  under  the  present 
law.  No.  5.  Off-street  parking.  When  we  get 
wide  streets,  when  we  get  an  arterial  highway, 
when  we  get  better  and  more  traffic  lanes,  then 
build  your  so-called  off-street  parking  areas. 
Now,  I  said  I  was  going  to  vote  for  this  with  my 
tongue  in  my  cheek.  1  can  now  take  my  tongue 
out  of  my  cheek  and  say,  "No  off-street  parking." 
It  is  possible  that  I  may  change  if  his  Honor  the 
Mayor  signs  the  loan  order  for  ten  million  dollars 
sometime  in  the  future,  because  that  is  certainly 
an  emergency. 

The  question  came  on  the  passage  of  the  order. 
The  roll  was  called  and  the  order  was  not  given  a 
two-thirds  vote,  yeas  13,  nays  6, 

Yeas — Councilors  Bayley,  Bryan,  Cantwell, 
Cook,  Fish,  Hurley,  Kelly,  Kinsella,  Lane,  McCor- 
mack,  Moriarty,  Muchnick,  Sullivan — 13. 

Nays — Councilors  Carey,  Chase,  Keenan,  Line- 
han,  Russo,  Scanned — 6. 

Coun.  HURLEY— Mr.  President,  I  move 
reconsideration. 

The  question  came  on  the  motion  to  reconsider. 

Coun.  CAREY — Speaking  on  the  motion,  Mr. 
President,  I  had  the  floor  at  some  length  some 
time  ago,  and  it  would  be  very  selfish  for  me  to 
again  go  over  the  remarks  that  I  have  already 
expressed  here.  But  this  Body  has  seen  fit  to' 
vote  this  loan  order  down.  Of  course  we  suspected 
all  afternoon  that  if  it  was  voted  down  this  very 
thing  would  happen,  that  a  motion  would  be  made 
to  reconsider.  Of  course  the  votes  are  against  us  to 
reconsider,  but  let  us  have  honest  words  and  let  us 
be  honest,  not  too  sympathetic,  but  let  us  be 
honest  just  the  same  in  so  far  as  this  much  more 
necessary  housing  is  concerned.  If  we  have  got 
concrete  and  cement  pipes  for  plumbing  and  bath- 
room supplies  which  are  necessary  in  open-air 
parking  places,  and  all  this  and  that 

Coun.  MUCHNICK— Mr.  President 

President  KELLY — Councilor  Muchnick,  for 
what  purpose  do  you  rise? 

Coun.  MUCHNICK — A  point  of  information. 

President  KELLY — Will  the  gentleman  state 
his  point  of  information? 

Coun.  MUCHNICK— I  wondered  if  there  was 
any  time  limit  on  how  long  a  man  can  speak  on  a 
motion  to  reconsider? 

President  KELLY— The  Chair  will  say  that, 
according  to  the  rules  of  the  City  Council,  it  is  ten 
minutes. 

Coun.  CAREY — I  will  not  take  ten  minutes. 
If  we  have  all  those  supplies  available,  of  course 
somebody  will  talk  about  priorities  which  have 
existed  and  will  exist,  but,  let  us  make  sure  that  the 
material  is  used  at  the  earliest  possible  moment  for 
housing,  and  let  us  not  have  any  used  for  off-street 
parking.  Now  I  have  one  more  point.  There  is 
absolutely  nothing  to  be  lost  in  delaying  any 
favorable  action  the  Council  will  take  on  the  off- 
street  parking.  That  can  well  be  delayed,  and  his 
Honor  the  Mayor  can  resubmit  a  request  to  us, 
at  which  time  we  can  get  more  information,  more 
definite  information.  But  let  us  be  honest  with 
ourselves.  Above  everything  else,  let  us  be  honest 
with  the  mothers  of  those  babies  that  need  housing 
far  more  than  do  those  automobiles.  It  is  my 
honest  opinion  that  we  will  be  much  better  off  if  we 
have  no  off-street  parking  places  downtown  than 
to  make  more  of  them.  By  making  them  we  will 
cause  more  congestion.  Let  us  consider  doing 
away  with  this  off-street  parking.  If  we  did  that, 
we  would  be  doing  the  much  more  sensible  thing. 
I  certainly  hope  that  the  motion  to  reconsider  will 
not  prevail. 


Coun.  RUSSO— Mr.  President,  I  would  be  the 
first  one  to  vote  for  reconsideration  if  I  was  not 
convinced  of  the  fact,  Mr.  President,  of  the  motive 
behind  reconsideration.  I  say  it  would  be  an 
injustice  to  the  Council  as  a  whole  to  reconsider 
this,  once  the  vote  has  been  taken  and  it  has  been 
defeated.  I  believe  that  the  Council  has  done 
right  at  this  time  in  rejecting  it  without  prejudice. 
There  is  nothing  that,  will  stop  his  Honor  the  Mayor 
from  sending  to  us  another  order  any  time  he  so 
desires,  and  if  he  does  that  we  might  be  able  to 
have  the  information  we  have  been  seeking  right 
along.  There  has  been  nothing  up  to  the  present 
time  that  could  change  our  vote,  to  show  that  we 
ought  to  vote  for  this  here  today  favorably,  due 
to  the  fact  of  any  information  that  has  been  given 
to  us.  There  is  no  one  here  who  can  say,  Mr. 
President,  that  we  have  received  any  information 
since  the  first  reading  of  this  order.  All  we  are 
asking  is  to  have  the  proper  information  to  en- 
lighten the  Council,  to  justify  our  vote  in  the 
affirmative.  I  am  sure,  Mr.  President,  that,  if 
reconsideration  prevails,  a  motion  will  be  made  to 
adjourn  in  order  to  let  this  order  go  through 
automatically  on  account  of  time.  It  is  unfair  to 
place  the  members  of  the  Boston  City  Council  in 
that  position.  I  would  rather  see  an  order  go 
through  in  its  regular  form  than  to  have  it  said 
that  it  went  through  due  to  lack  of  time.  The 
Council  has  spoken  and  it  has  defeated  it.  Let  it 
stand  defeated  at  the  present  time,  and  if  his 
Honor  the  Mayor  feels  that  he  should  send  in 
another  similar  order  he  can  do  so.  But  at  least 
we  have  given  the^  warning  that  the  Council 
intends  to  receive  this  information.  Therefore,  I 
hope  that  the  members  of  this  Body  will  not  let 
reconsideration  prevail. 

Coun.  SCANNELL— Mr.  President,  I  have 
seen  here  today  a  defeat  of  a  loan  order,  and,  if 
there  are  any  tactics  used  to  put  this  over,  then 
I  will  question  the  legality  of  permitting  a  bond 
issue  as  far  as  off-street  parking  is  concerned. 
Let  us  be  fair  and  square  about  this  matter.  The 
order  was  defeated. 

Coun.  CHASE — Mr.  President,  this  matter 
has  been  before  us  for  a  number  of  months,  and 
we  have  gone  into  careful  detail  on  the  entire 
proposition  as  submitted  to  us.  Very  little 
information  pertaining  to  this  five  million  dollar 
land-taking  proposition  has  been  given  us.  The 
matter  just  now  has  been  defeated,  and  I  see  no 
reason,  sir,  why  it  should  be  reconsidered,  in  view 
of  the  fact  that  there  is  nothing  new  in  the  way  of 
evidence  or  reasons  as  to  why  the  Council  should 
now  change  its  vote.  Mr.  President,  there  has 
been  considerable  pressure  upon  the  members  of 
the  Council  to  pass  this  matter  and,  notwithstand- 
ing the  pressure,  sir,  this  measure  has  failed  to 
pass  by  two  votes.  The  Boston  Retail  Associa- 
tion, a  powerful  organization  headed  by  Mr. 
Bloomfield,  who  apparently  got  the  Boston 
Traveler  to  put  in  an  editorial  about  Chase  of  the 
Back  Bay  being  a  penny-saver  or  penny-thrifty, 
or  whatever  he  said  in  the  editorial,  does  not 
affect  me  one  iota.  They  can  write  all  the  editorials 
they  want  to  write,  but  they  will  not  bother  me 
at  all,  because  when  the  situation  gets  bad  enough, 
sir,  I  can  take  to  the  radio,  too,  and  explain  to  the 
people  of  Boston  my  honest  reasons  for  voting 
against     this     proposition. 

Coun.  MUCHNICK— Mr.  President. 

President  KELLY — For  what  purpose  does  the 
gentleman  rise? 

Coun.  MUCHNICK— A  point  of  order.  It 
seems  to  me  on  a  question  of  reconsideration  that 
Councilor  Chase's  personal  view  is  immaterial. 

President  KELLY — I  think  he  is  leading  up  to 
saying  that  he  is  going  to  vote  against  reconsidera- 
tion.    Councilor   Chase. 

Coun.  CHASE— Now,  Mr.  President,  the 
retail  stores  in  Boston  are  the  prime  movers  in 
this  proposition.  The  large  department  stores 
are  quite  anxious  to  get  large  parking  places  in 
the  immediate  vicinity  of  their  properties  at  the 
cost  of  the  taxpayers  in  general.  Those  who  will 
benefit  will  be  your  retail  stores,  and  certain 
banks  holding  big  mortgages,  holding  property, 
and  real  estate  speculators.  But  they  are  not 
bluffing  me,  because  such  a  combine  is  easy  to 
defeat  with  the  average  voter.  Mr.  President, 
the  department  stores,  Jordan  Marsh  and  others, 
apparently  only  recently  entered  into  a  scheme 
whereby  they  would  deny  the  city  the  taxes  which 
were  rightfully  due  to  them.  I  have  here  an 
article  dated  January  14,  1946,  which  pertains  to 
the   department   stores,    which   now,    in    order    to 


OCTOBER    14,     1946. 


492 


get  around  paying  taxes  to  the  municipalities, 
are  _  conveying  their  properties  to  tax-exempt 
institutions,  namely,  colleges,  with  an  under- 
standing that  that  college  will  in  turn  lease  the 
property  back  to  the  department  store  at  a  very 
low  rental.  The  article  goes  on  further  to  say, 
sir 

Coun.  MUCHNICK— Mr.  President. 

President  KELLY — Councilor  Muchnick. 

Coun.  MUCHNICK— A  point  of  order,  Mr 
President.     It  seems  much  longer  than  ten  minutes. 

President  KELLY — No;  I  have  the  time, 
councilor. 

Coun.  MUCHNICK— It   seems   to   me   like   it. 

President  KELLY — It  is  five  minutes  and 
fifty  seconds.     Continue,  Councilor  Chase. 

Coun.  CHASE — The  article  goes  on  further, 
Mr.  President,  and  states  that  "the  stockholders 
of  the  Allied  Stores  Corporation  approved,  in- 
volving $16,150,000  of  real  estate  conveyed  to 
Union  College,  Schenectady,  New  York,  last 
year.  Net  on  this  transaction,  after  mortgages 
were  paid  off,  was  estimated  at  a  little  more  than 
eight  million  dollars,  which  was  added  to  work- 
ing capital.  Included  in  the  sale  were  all,  or 
important  parts,  of  the  land  and  buildings  oc- 
cupied by  Jordan  Marsh  Company,  Boston." 
According  to  this  article,  I  assume,  sir,  that  Jordan 
Marsh  Company  has  entered  into  a  deal  whereby 
the  city  treasury  is  going  to  take  a  terrific  licking. 
Jordan  Marsh  is  one  of  the  largest  stores  men- 
tioned. Dan  Bloomfield  put  before  us  the  idea 
that  we  should  spend  five  million  dollars  of  the 
taxpayers'  money  to  improve  properties  reached 
by  the  Jordan  Marsh  Company.  They  are 
not  bluffing  me  one  iota,  and  the  quicker  they 
realize  it  the  better  off  they  will  be.  Now,  sir, 
it  does  not  take  much  courage  to  take  the  right 
way  on  matters  that  you  know  you  are  right  on. 
We  don't  know  anything  about  the  proposition 
before  us  and  are  being  manhandled  through 
publicity,  through  editorials  and  under  pres- 
sure. You  and  I  know  that  no  business  institu- 
tion, no  corporation,  would  allow  its  board  of 
directors  to  handle  five  million  dollars  in  the 
manner  which  has  been  advocated  by  the  leading 
proponents  for  the  Council  to  vote.  We  don't 
know  a  thing  about  this  proposition.  There  is 
nothing  that  has  been  advanced  to  us  since  we 
last  took  a  vote  on  it  to  cause  us  to  reconsider 
this  matter,  and  I  say  to  you,  sir,  in  justice  to 
everyone,  it  is  time  that  we  should  vote,  take 
a  final  vote,  and  then  let  us  adjourn  and  go  home. 

The  question  came  on  reconsideration.  The 
motion  was  declared  to  be  carried.  Councilor 
Russo  doubted  the  vote  and  asked  for  a  roll  call. 
A  sufficient  number  sustaining  Councilor  Russo, 
the  roll  was  called  and  reconsideration  prevailed, 
yeas  13,  nays  6: 

Yeas — Councilors  Bayley,  Bryan,  Cantwell, 
Cook,  Fish,  Hurley,  Kelly,  Kinsella,  Lane, 
McCormack,  Moriarty,  Muchnick,    Sullivan— 13. 

Nays — Councilors  Carey,  Chase,  Keenan,  Line- 
han,   Russo,  Scannell — 6. 

Coun.  FISH. — I  move  that  the  order  be  laid 
on  the  table. 

President  KELLY — Councilor  Fish  moves 
that  the  order  be  laid  on  the  table. 

The  question  was  put,  and  the  Chair  was  in 
doubt  and  asked  for  a  standing  vote,  which  re- 
sulted in  11  in  favor  and  6  opposed,  and  the  motion 
to  lay  on  the  table  was  declared  carried. 


MOTION   TO   ADJOURN. 

Coun.    KINSELLA   moved   adjournment,   but 
withdrew  the  motion. 


REPORT  OF  COMMITTEE  ON  CLAIMS. 

Coun.  LINEHAN,  for  the  Committee  on  Claims, 
submitted  the  following: 

Report  on  petition  of  John  V.  Stapleton  (referred 
September  30)  to  be  reimbursed  as  a  result  of  an 
execution  issued  against  him  on  account  of  his 
acts  as  a  member  of  the  Fire  Department — recom- 
mending passage  of  accompanying  order: 

Ordered,  That  the  sum  of  fifty  dollars  and  fifty- 
seven  cents  be  allowed  and  paid  to  John  V. 
Stapleton  in  reimbursement  for  amount  of  execu- 
tion issued  against  him  on  account  of  his  acts  as  a 
member  of  the  Boston  Fire  Department,  said  sum 
to  be  charged  to  the  Contingent  Fund. 

Report  accepted;  said  order  passed. 


RAFTS  AT  CITY  POINT  PUBLIC  LANDING. 

Coun.  LINEHAN  and  SCANNELL  offered  the 
following: 

Ordered,  That  the  Park  Commission  be  re- 
quested, through  his  Honor  the  Mayor,  to  arrange 
to  have  some  rafts  fastened  to  the  Public  Landing 
at  City  Point  in  order  that  they  may  be  available 
for  persons  who  desire  to  use  them  during  the 
fishing  season. 

Passed  under  suspension  of  the  rule. 


REPORT  OF  COMMITTEE  ON  RULES. 

Coun.  LANE,  for  the  Committee  on  Rules,  sub- 
mitted the  following: 

Report  on  order  (referred  September  23)  that 
President  of  Council  appoint  a  special  committee 
to  be  known  as  "The  Public  Works  and  Street 
Commissioners  Committee,"  to  consist  of  five 
members  of  the  Council — recommending  that 
same  ought  to  pass. 

Report  accepted;  said  order  passed. 

President  KELLY — The  Chair  might  state 
that  he  will  appoint  that  committee  next  week. 


REPORT  OF  COMMITTEE  ON  LICENSES. 

Coun.  SCANNELL,  for  the  Committee  on 
Licenses,  submitted  the  following: 

Report  on  petition  of  National  Shawmut  Bank 
of  Boston  (referred  September  9)  for  driveway 
opening  at  413  Market  street — recommending  that 
permit  be  granted. 

Report  accepted;  permit  granted  under  usual 
conditions. 


MOTION   TO   ADJOURN. 

Coun.  KEENAN — Mr.  President,  a  point  of 
information. 

President  KELLY — State  your  point  of  in- 
formation. 

Coun.  KEENAN — On  the  loan  order  of  five 
million  dollars,  where  it  is  left  on  the  table,  does 
that  automatically  go  into  effect  on  Wednesday  if 
there  is  no  action? 

President  KELLY — I  am  informed  by  the  clerk 
that  it  automatically  goes  into  effect  on  the 
eighteenth  day  of  October. 

Coun.  KEENAN— Would  it  be  in  order  at  this 
time  to  make  a  motion  to  take  it  off  the  table? 

President  KELLY — Councilor  Keenan  makes  a 
motion  to  take  the  five  million  dollar  loan  order 
off  the  table. 

Coun.  MUCHNICK— Mr.  President,  I  move  we 
adjourn. 

President  KELLY — Councilor  Muchnick  moves 
that  we  adjourn. 

Coun.  KEENAN— Mr.  President 

President  KELLY — Just  a  minute  now.  A 
motion  to  adjourn  takes  precedence  over  the  other 
matter. 

Coun.  RUSSO — Not  while   there   is   a  motion. 

Coun.  KEENAN— I  still  have  the  floor. 

President  KELLY — There  is  no  debate  on  a 
motion  to  adjourn.  It  takes  precedence  over  a 
motion  to  take  off  the  table.  The  Chair  recognized 
Councilor  Muchnick  and  heard  his  motion. 

Coun.  KEENAN— I  still  have  the  floor. 

Coun.  LINEHAN — A  point  of  parliamentary 
inquiry,  Mr.  President. 

President  KELLY — State  your  point  of  parlia- 
mentary inquiry. 

Coun.  LINEHAN — When  a  man  gets  up  and 
makes  a  motion,  isn't  he  still  recognized  until  he 
takes  his  seat? 

President  KELLY — I  recognized  Councilor 
Muchnick,  thinking  he  was  going  to  speak  on  the 
motion,  but  he  made  a  motion  to  adjourn. 

Coun.  LINEHAN — A  point  of  parliamentary 
inquiry,  Mr.  President. 

President  KELLY — State  your  point  of  parlia- 
mentary inquiry. 

Coun.  LINEHAN — He  did  not  raise  a  point  of 
parliamentary  inquiry  or  personal  privilege  or 
other  personal  matter. 

President  KELLY — I  am  perfectly  clear  on  it, 
and  I  recognized  Councilor  Muchnick. 
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Coun.  CHASE— Mr.  President. 

President  KELLY — There  is  no  debate  on  the 
motion  to  adjourn. 

Coun.  CHASE— Mr.  President. 

President  KELLY — For  what  purpose  does  the 
gentleman   rise? 

Coun.  CHASE — Parliamentary  inquiry. 

President  KELLY — State  your  point. 

Coun.  CHASE — When  a  motion  to  take  from 
the  table  is  before  the  Body  can  a  motion  to 
adjourn  take  precedence  over  that  motion? 

President  KELLY — That  is  right,  it  takes 
precedence,  under  the  rules  of  the  Council.  There 
is  no  further  debate. 

Coun.  KEENAN— Mr.  President. 

President  KELLY — For  what  purpose  does  the 
gentleman    rise? 

Coun.  KEENAN — A  point  of  information. 

President  KELLY — State  your  point  of  in- 
formation. 

Coun.  KEENAN — When  I  stood  up  here  and 
you  recognized  me  and  I  had  the  floor,  I  had  not 
finished  what  I  was  saying  and  Councilor  Much- 
nick  spoke  up  and  you  recognized  him.  Is  that 
correct? 

President  KELLY — You  made  the  motion  to 
take  this  matter  from  the  table,  and  you  were 
through,  and  I  recognized  Councilor  Muchnick. 

Coun.  KEENAN — No,  I  was  not  through,  and 
I  had  not  sat  down. 

President  KELLY — You  could  not  debate  the 
motion,  councilor,  so  that  you  had  to  sit  down. 

Coun.  SULLIVAN— Mr.  President. 

President  KELLY — I  am  here  to  carry  out  the 
rules  of  the  Council.  When  a  councilor  makes  a 
motion  to  take  a  matter  from  the  table  the  motion 
is  finished  because  there  is  no  debate  on  the  motion. 
I  recognized  Councilor  Muchnick,  who  made  a 
motion  to  adjourn,  and  the  motion  to  adjourn  takes 
precedence  over  the  motion  to  take  from  the 
table.  Those  are  the  rules  of  the  Body.  There  is 
no  debate. 

Coun.  SULLIVAN — A  point  of  information, 
Mr.  President. 

President  KELLY — State  your  point  of  in- 
formation. 


Coun.  SULLIVAN — On  your  own  statements, 
Mr.  President  —  I  have  sat  here  all  afternoon 
and  I  have  voted  for  the  off-street  parking,  and 
from  your  own  words,  Mr.  President,  if  Councilor 
Keenan  could  not  speak  on  his  motion  to  take 
from  the  table,  I  believe  that  the  Chair  was  in 
error  in  recognizing  Councilor  Muchnick,  in  not 
raising  the  same  particular  point  when  he  asked 
for  the  floor. 

President  KELLY — I  am  sorry,  councilor,  but 
a  motion  to  adjourn  is  in  order  at  any  time  under 
the  rules  of  the  City  Council.  Those  are  your 
own  rules,  councilor. 

Coun.  SULLIVAN— Mr.  President. 

President  KELLY — For  what  purpose  does  the 
gentleman  rise? 

Coun.  SULLIVAN — Further  information. 

President  KELLY — State  your  point  of  in- 
formation. 

Coun.  SULLIVAN — We  know  it  is  in  our  rules 
that  there  is  no  debate  on  a  motion  to  take  from 
the  table. 

President  KELLY— That  is  right. 

Coun.  SULLIVAN — What  in  our  rules  gives  you 
the  authority  to  recognize  another  councilor? 

President  KELLY — The  President  always  has 
authority  to  recognize  a  councilor  for  a  motion 
that  takes  precedence  over  the  previous  motion. 

Coun.  SULLIVAN — You  did  not  ask  the  maker 
of  that  motion  for  what  purpose  he  took  the  floor. 

President  KELLY — If  he  had  wanted  to  talk 
on  the  motion  I  should  have  ruled  him  out  of  order. 
I  say  again  that  there  is  no  debate  on  the  motion 
to  adjourn.     The  question  is  on  adjournment. 

The  question  was  put,  and  the  Chair  being  in 
doubt  asked  for  a  standing  vote,  and  the  motion 
was  carried. 

President  KELLY — Ten  having  voted  to 
adjourn  and  seven  in  opposition,  the  meeting, 
stands  adjourned. 


Adjourned,  on  motion  of  Councilor  Muchnick, 
at  7.20  p.  m.,  to  meet  on  Monday,  October  21, 
1946,  at  2  p.  m. 
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CITY  OF  BOSTON. 


Proceedings  of  City  Council. 


Monday,  October  21,  1946. 

Regular  meeting  of  the  City  Council  held  in  the 
Council  Chamber,  City  Hall,  at  2  p.m.,  President 
KELLY  in  the  chair,  and  all  the  members  present. 

The  meeting  was  opened  with  the  salute  to  the 
Flag. 


VETO  OB1  $10,000,000  LOAN  FOR  VETERANS ' 
HOUSING. 

The  following  was  received: 

City  of  Boston, 
Office  of  the  Mayor,  October  16,  1946. 
To  the  City  Council. 

Gentlemen, —  I  beg  to  return  herewith  without 
prejudice  and  without  my  signature  the  order 
making  provision  for  the  expenditure  of  $10,000,000 
for  veterans'  housing,  for  the  following  reasons: 

The  law  appears  to  be  perfectly  clear  in  section  7 
of  chapter  372  of  the  Acts  of  1946  which  provides 
that  a  public  hearing  shall  be  held  by  the  State 
Board  of  Housing  to  determine  whether  an  emer- 
gency exists  in  the  matter  of  permanent  veterans' 
housing,  and  as  no  such  hearing  has  been  held  up 
to  the  present  time,  there  is  serious  doubt  as  to  the 
validity  of  the  action  taken  by  the  City  Council 
until  such  action  has  been  taken  by  the  State 
Board  of  Housing. 

I  accordingly  recommend  the  adoption  of  the 
accompanying  order  by  the  City  Council  requesting 
a  hearing  to  be  held  in  conformity  with  said  sec- 
tion 7  of  chapter  372  of  the  Acts  of  1946  since  the 
Corporation  Counsel  has  ruled  that  joint  approval 
of  the  Mayor  and  City  Council  is  necessary  for 
such  application  to  the  State  Board  of  Housing. 
Respectfully, 
James  M.  Curley,  Mayor. 

Ordered,  That  the  City  of  Boston  in  accordance 
with  the  provisions  of  section  7,  chapter  372,  Acts 
of  1946,  hereby  applies  to  the  State  Board  of 
Housing  to  determine  that  an  acute  shortage  of 
housing  exists  in  the  City  of  Boston;  that  veterans 
are  unable  to  obtain  shelter  for  themselves  and 
their  families;  that  the  shortage  is  not  being  re- 
lieved by  private  enterprise,  or  likely  to  be  within 
a  reasonable  period,  and  the  City  of  Boston  hereby 
requests  said  State  Board  of  Housing  to  hold  a 
public  hearing  on  this  application. 

Coun.  LINEHAN  offered  the  following: 

Under  chapter  372  of  the  Acts  of  1946  the 
Emergency  Preamble  of  said  act  reads  as  follows: 

"Whereas  an  acute  shortage  of  housing  exists 
in  many  of  the  cities  and  towns  of  the  Common- 
wealth and  on  account  of  such  shortage  many 
veterans  of  World  War  II  are  unable  to  obtain 
shelter  for  themselves  and  their  families,  and  this 
shortage  is  likely  to  continue  for  a  substantial 
period  of  time;  and  inability  to  obtain  adequate 
shelter  will  cause  suffering  and  disease  among  such 
veterans  and  their  families  unless  such  shortage 
is  relieved,  therefore  this  act  is  declared  to  be  an 
emergency  law,  necessary  for  the  immediate  preser- 
vation of  the  public  health  and  convenience." 

Chapter  372  further  provides  in  section  7  no 
action  shall  be  taken  by  a  city  or  town  under  sec- 
tion 6  unless,  upon  application  by  such  city  or  town 
to  the  State  Board  of  Housing,  said  Board  deter- 
mines that  an  acute  shortage  of  housing  exists  in 
such  city  or  town;  that  veterans  are  unable  to 
obtain  shelter  for  themselves  and  their  families 
regardless  of  their  ability  to  pay  for  the  same; 
that  this  shortage  is  not  being  relieved  by  the 
ordinary  operations  of  private  enterprise  and  that 
it  is  unlikely  that  it  will  be  relieved  within  a  reason- 
able period  of  time;  and  that  for  such  reasons  a 
condition  of  public  exigency,  emergency  and  dis- 
tress exists  in  such  city  or  town  which  can  be 
relieved  only  by  action'  of  such  city  or  town  under 
section  6  of  chapter  372,  Acts  of  1946. 

Whereas,  The  Mayor  and  City  Council  of  the 
City  of  Boston  are  to  make  such  application  to  the 
State  Board  of  Housing  today  and  that  before  the 
expiration  of  this  week  a  public  hearing  shall  be 


advertised  and  held  this  week  by  said  State  Board 
of  Housing,  and  the  Chairman  of  said  Board  has 
already  expressed  his  opinion  that  said  State 
Board  of  Housing  shall  declare  that  an  acute 
shortage  of  housing  exists  in  the  City  of  Boston, 
therefore,  in  order  that  there  be  no  delay,  it  is 

Ordered,  That  his  Honor  the  Mayor  request  a 
legal  opinion  to  be  rendered  to  the  Boston  City 
Council  at  next  Monday's  meeting,  October  28, 
1946,  in  regard  to  whether  or  not  the  below- 
mentioned  order  fulfills  all  of  the  legal  technicalities 
under  chapter  372  of  the  Acts  of  1946  and  also 
whether  or  not  it  is  legal  under  the  City  of  Boston 
Charter  for  the  City  Council  to  initiate  said  order 
next  Monday,  October  28,  1946,  if  the  State  Board 
of  Housing  makes  said  declaration  of  emergency  on 
housing  for  veterans  of  World  War  II  and  their 
families.  This  legal  opinion  is  desired  in  order  that 
there  will  be  no  further  delay  because  of  lack  of 
legal  technicalities. 

Proposed  order  to  be  sent  to  Corporation  Counsel 
for  legal  opinion  to  be  rendered  to  Boston  City 
Council  October  28,  1946. 

Ordered,  That  the  sum  of  $10,000,000  be  and 
hereby  is  appropriated  under  the  provisions  of 
chapter  372  of  the  Acts  of  1946,  to  be  expended 
under  the  direction  of  the  Boston  Housing  Au- 
thority, for  one-  and  two-family  housing  develop- 
ments, and  to  take  action  on  any  or  all  sections  of 
said  chapter  372  of  the  Acts  of  1946  which  provide 
shelter  for  veterans  of  World  War  II  and  their 
families,  and  that  to  meet  said  expenses  the  City 
Treasurer  be  authorized  to  issue  from  time  to  time, 
upon  the  request  of  the  Mayor,  bonds  or  certifi- 
cates of  the  City  of  Boston  to  said  amount. 

Coun.  LINEHAN — Mr.  Chairman,  I  move  that 
this  order  I  now  present  be  acted  on  concurrently 
•with  the  loan  vetoed  by  his  Honor  the  Mayor  plus 
the  order  he  submitted.  I  ask  suspension  of  the 
rules  until  such  a  thing  can  be  done.  I  ask  all  the 
members  of  the  Council  to  pay  strict  attention  to 
everything  that  is  in  this  order.  I  do  not  intend 
to  make  any  speech  whatsoever  on  it.  If  they 
have  any  questions  in  mind,  I  think  they  can  get 
the  answers  in  this  order.  I  hope  no  councilor 
objects  to  suspension  of  the  rules. 

The  rules  were  suspended,  and  the  clerk  read  the 
order  of  Councilor  Linehan.  The  message  of  the 
Mayor  and  order  submitted  by  him  and  the  order 
presented  by  Councilor  Linehan  were  referred  to 
the  Executive  Committee. 

Coun.  LINEHAN — Mr.  Chairman,  will  the 
Council  act  on  these  orders  at  this  time,  right  away? 

President  KELLY — Both  the  Mayor's  order  and 
your  order? 

Coun.  LINEHAN— That  is  right. 

President  KELLY — Do  you  make  that  in  the 
form  of  a  motion? 

Coun.  LINEHAN — I  move  they  be  acted  upon 
now  concurrently,  with  suspension  of  the  rules,  if 
no  councilor  objects  to  the  same. 

There  being  no  objection,  the  motion  of  Councilor 
Linehan  was  carried.  The  rules  were  suspended 
and  the  orders  were  severally  passed. 


FENCING   OFF   CHELSEA   STREET. 
The  following  was  received: 

City  of  Boston, 
Office  of  the  Mayor,  October  18,  1946. 
To  the  City  Council. 

Gentlemen, — I  transmit  herewith  communica- 
tion from  the  Commissioner  of  Public  Works,  in 
reply  to  your  order  of  September  23,  1946,  to  fence 
off  Chelsea  street,  both  sides,  from  Porter  street  to 
Day  square,  and  also  Saratoga  street,  from  Kelly 
square  to  Shelby  street,  as  a  protection  to  pedes- 
trians using  the  sidewalks. 

Respectfully, 
James  M.  Curley,  Mayor. 

City  of  Boston, 
Public  Works  Department, 

October  7,  1946. 
Mr.  J.  Joseph  Connors, 

Chief  Clerk,  Mayor's  Office.  . 
Dear  Sir, — I  return  herewith  order  in  City 
Council  that  the  Commissioner  of  Public  Works 
fence  off  Chelsea  street,  both  sides,  from  Porter 
street  to  Day  square,  and  also  Saratoga  street,  from 
Kelly  square  to  Shelby  street,  as  a  protection  to 
pedestrians  using  the  sidewalks. 

The  above-mentioned  work  will  first  have  to  be 
authorized  by  the  Board  of  Street  Commissioners 
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;is  specific  repairs  before  any  action  can  be  taken 
by  the  Public  Works  Department. 

However,  1  regrel  to  advise  you  that  there  are 
no  funds  available  at  the  present  time  for  this 
type  of  work, 

Robert  P.  Curley, 
Commissioner  of  Public  Works. 
Placed  on  file. 


LIGHTING    CONDITIONS    ON    GREEN 

STREET. 
The  following  was  received: 

City  of  Boston, 
Office  of  the  Mayor,  October  18,  1946. 
To  the  City  Council. 

Gentlemen, — I  transmit  herewith  communica- 
tion from  the  Commissioner  of  Public  Works,  in 
reply  to  your  order  of  September  23,  1946,  to 
immediately  improve  lighting  conditions  on  Green 
street,  from  Washington  street  to  Centre  street. 
Respectfully, 
James  M.  Curley,  Mayor. 

City  of  Boston, 
Public  Works  Department, 

October  16,  1946. 
Mr.  J.  Joseph  Connors, 

Chief  Clerk,  Mayor's  Office. 
Dear  Sir, — I  return  herewith  order  in  City 
Council  that  the  Commissioner  of  Public  Works 
immediately  improve  lighting  conditions  on  Green 
street,  from  Washington  to  Centre  streets,  and  this 
will  advise  you  that  a  survey  of  this  location  will 
be  made  by  the  Lighting  Service  of  the  Public 
Works  Department  with  a  view  to  improving  the 
conditions,  provided  same  is  necessary  and  con- 
ditions permit. 

Very  truly  yours, 

Robert  P.  Curley, 
Commissioner  of  Public  Works. 
Placed  on  file. 


WIDENING  OF  SPRAGUE  STREET. 

The  following  was  received : 

City  of  Boston, 
Office  of  the  Mayor,  October  18,  1946. 
To  the  City  Council. 

Gentlemen, — I  transmit  herewith  communica- 
tion from  the  Commissioner  of  Public  Works,  in 
reply  to  your  order  of  August  19,  1946,  to  confer 
immediately  relative  to  the  possibility  of  widening 
Sprague  street,  from  the  New  York,  New  Haven 
and  Hartford  Railroad  Bridge  to  the  Dedham  Line. 
Respectfully, 
James  M.  Curley,  Mayor. 

City  of  Boston, 
Public  Works  Department, 

October  7,  1946. 
Mr.  J.  Joseph  Connors, 

Chief  Clerk,  Mayor's  Office. 
Dear  Sir, — I  return  herewith  order  in  City 
Council  that  the  Commissioner  of  Public  Works 
and  the  Board  of  Street  Commissioners  confer 
immediately  relative  to  the  possibility  of  widening 
Sprague  street,  from  the  New  York,  New  Haven 
and  Hartford  Railroad  Bridge  to  the  Dedham  Line. 
This  matter  has  been  taken  up  with  the  Chief 
Engineer  of  the  Street  Laying-Out  Department 
and  no  action  has  been  taken  by  them  insofar  as 
furnishing  this  department  with  plans,  etc. 

Nothing  can  be  done  by  the  Public  Works  De- 
partment until  such  time  as  we  are  ordered  by  the 
Board  of  Street  Commissioners. 

Very  truly  yours, 

Robert  P.  Curley, 
Commissioner  of  Public  Works. 
Placed  on  file. 


CONSTRUCTION  OF  CATCH-BASINS, 
WARD   7. 

The  following  was  received: 

City  of  Boston, 
Office  of  the  Mayor,  October  18,  1946. 
To  the  City  Council. 

Gentlemen, — I  transmit  herewith  communica- 
tion from  the  Commissioner  of  Public  Works,  in 
reply  to  your  order  of  September  30,  1946,  to 
construct  two  catch-basins  in  the  vicinity  of  Pond 


street  and  Columbia  road,  Ward  7,  to  take  care  of 
flood  conditions  which,  exist  there  after  every 
rainstorm. 

Respectfully, 
James  M.  Curley,  Mayor. 

City  of  Boston, 
Public  Works  Department, 

October  10,  1946. 
Mr.  J.  Joseph  Connors, 

Chief  Clerk,  Mayor's  Office. 
Dear  Sir, — In  reply  to  Council  order  of  Septem- 
ber 30,  1946,  requesting  the  construction  of  two 
catch-basins  in  Pond  street,  between  Columbia 
road  and  East  Cottage  street,  Ward  7,  a  contract 
has  been  advertised  to  do  this  work  and  we  expect 
that  the  work  will  be  completed  before  the  start 
of  the  winter  season. 

Respectfully  yours, 

Robert  P.  Curley', 
Commissioner  of  Public  Works. 
Placed  on  file. 


NEW  SIDEWALK  AT  NO.  290-310  CUMMINS 
HIGHWAY. 
The  following  was  received: 

City  of  Boston, 
Office  of  the  Mayor,  October  18,  1946. 
To  the  City  Council. 

Gentlemen, — I  transmit  herewith  communica- 
tion from  the  Commissioner  of  Public  Works,  in 
reply  to  your  order  of  October  7,  1946,  to  construct 
a  new  sidewalk  at  that  portion  of  Cummins  High- 
way opposite  No.  290-310,  to  replace  the  present 
gravel  sidewalk  at  this  location. 

Respectfully, 
James  M.  Curley,  Mayor. 

City  of  Boston, 
Public  Works  Department, 
October  15,  1946. 
Mr.  J.  Joseph  Connors, 

Chief  Clerk,  Mayor's  Office. 
Dear    Sir, — I    return    herewith    order   in    City 
Council  that  the  Commissioner  of  Public  Works 
construct  a  new  sidewalk  at  that  portion  of  Cum- 
mins Highway  opposite  No.  290-310,  to  replace 
the  present  gravel  sidewalk  at  this  location,  and 
this  will  advise  you  that,   at  the  present  time, 
there  are  no  funds  available  for  this  type  of  work. 
However,  the  construction  of  this  sidewalk  will 
be  placed  on  the  list  to  be  given  consideration 
during  the  1947  construction  season. 
Very  truly  yours, 

Robert  P.  Curley, 
Commissioner  of  Public  Works. 
Placed  on  file. 


INSTALLATION     OF     WARD     3     TRAFFIC 
SIGNALS. 
The  following  was  received: 

City  of  Boston, 
Office  of  the  Mayor,  October  18,  1946. 
To  the  City  Council. 

Gentlemen, — I  transmit  herewith  communica- 
tion from  the  Traffic  Commissioner,  in  reply  to 
your  order  of  September  30,  1946,  to  install  all 
traffic  light  signals  in  Ward  3  which  to  date  have 
been  recommended  for  approval  by  the  City 
Council. 

Respectfully, 
James  M.  Curley,  Mayor. 

City  of  Boston, 
Traffic  Commission,  October  11,  1946. 
Hon.  James  M.  Curley, 

Mayor  of  Boston. 

Dear  Mr.  Mayor, — This  is  in  reply  to  Council 
order  dated  September  30,  1946,  which  reads  as 
follows: 

Ordered,  That  the  Traffic  Commissioner  be 
instructed,  through  his  Honor  the  Mayor,  to 
install  all  traffic  light  signals  in  Ward  3  which  to 
date  have  been  recommended  for  approval  by  the 
City  Council. 

It  is  the  intention  of  this  Commission,  when 
materials  are  available,  to  erect  traffic  signals  at 
Broadway  and  Harrison  avenue,  and  Thacher 
street  and  Washington  Street  North. 
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To  date  it  is  impossible  to  buy  copper  cable  and 
from    the   latest   information    received   we   doubt 
that  any  cable  will  be  available  until  next  year. 
Very  truly  yours, 
William  P.  Hickey,  Commissioner. 
Placed  on  file. 


INSTALLATION    OF    WARD     18    TRAFFIC 
SIGNALS. 
The  following  was  received: 

City  of  Boston, 
Office  of  the   Mayor,   October   18,    1946. 
To  the  City  Council. 

Gentlemen, — I  transmit  herewith  communi- 
cation from  the  Traffic  Commissioner,  in  reply  to 
your  order  of  October  7,  1946,  to  arrange  for  the 
installation  of  traffic  signal  lights  at  the  junction 
of  Cummins  Highway  and  Hyde  Park  avenue, 
Ward  18. 

Respectfully, 
James  M.  Cuhley,  Mayor. 

City  of  Boston, 
Traffic  Commission,  October  15,  1946. 
Hon.  James  M.  Curley, 

Mayor  of  Boston. 
Dear  Mr.  Mayor, — This  is  in  reply  to  Council 
order    dated    October    7,    1946,    which    reads    as 
follows : 

Ordered,  That  the  Traffic  Commissioner  be 
directed,  through  his  Honor  the  Mayor,  to  arrange 
for  the  installation  of  traffic  signal  lights  at  the 
junction  of  Cummins  Highway  and  Hyde  Park 
avenue,  Ward  18. 

The  intersection  of  Hyde  Park  avenue  and 
Cummins  Highway  is  one  which  will  be  signalized 
as  soon  as  cable  can  be  purchased. 

Very  truly  yours, 
William  P.  Hickey,  Commissioner. 
Placed  on  file. 


APPROPRIATION  FROM  PARKMAN  FUND 
INCOME. 

The  following  was  received: 

City  of  Boston 
Office  of  the  Mayor,  October  21,  1946. 
To  the  City  Council. 

Gentlemen, — I  am  in  receipt  of  the  attached 
communication  from  the  Board  of  Park  Com- 
missioners requesting  the  appropriation  of  $22,000 
from  the  income  of  the  George  F.  Parkman  Fund, 
to  be  expended  under  the  direction  of  the  Board 
of  Park  Commissioners  for  the  Maintenance  and 
Improvement  of  the  Common  and  Parks  in  Ex- 
istence on  January  12,  1887. 

The  1946  budget  estimates  of  the  personal 
service  requirements  of  the  Park  Department 
included  an  estimate  of  the  total  income  of 
$211,000  from  the  Parkman  Fund.  The  budget 
allowances  made  provision  for  the  appropriation 
of  this  income  as  it  accrued  for  the  purpose  of 
defraying  the  cost  of  work  actually  performed  on 
the  Common  and  Parks  in  Existence  on  January  12, 
1887. 

I  submit  herewith  an  order  appropriating  the 
sum  of  $22,000,  the  accrued  income  now  available 
from  the  Parkman  Fund,  and  respectfully  recom- 
mend its  immediate  passage  by  your  Honorable 
Body. 

Respectfully, 
James  M.  Curley,  Mayor. 

City  of  Boston, 
Park  Department,  October  15,  1946. 
Hon.  James  M.  Curley, 

Mayor  of  Boston. 
Dear  Sir, — By  vote  of  the  Board  of  Park  Com- 
missioners, you  are  respectfully  asked  to  request 
the  City  Council  to  transfer  from  the  income  of 
the  George  F.  Parkman  Fund  the  sum  of  $22,000, 
which  is  now  available,  to  be  expended  under  the 
direction  of  the  Board  of  Park  Commissioners,  as 
follows: 

Common  and  Parks  in  Existence  on 
January  12,  1887,  Maintenance  and 
Improvement  of .  .  * $22,000 

When  making  up  the  budget  estimates  for  the 
year  1946,  a  sum  equal  to  the  total  yearly  income 
of  the   George   F.   Parkman   Fund   was  deducted 


from  the  A-l,  Permanent  Employees,  item  with 
the  understanding  that  this  deduction  was  to  be 
replaced  by  the  total  yearly  income  of  said  Park- 
man  Fund  for  1946,  to  be  transferred  as  it  accrued 
from  time  to  time  during  the  year  to  the  regular 
maintenance  appropriation  of  the  Park  De- 
partment. 

Respectfully  yours, 
William  P.  Long,  Chairman. 

Ordered,  That  the  sum  of  $22,000  be,  and 
hereby  is,  appropriated  from  the  income  of  the 
George  F.  Parkman  Fund,  to  be  expended  under 
the  direction  of  the  Park  Commissioners,  for  the 
Maintenance  and  Improvement  of  the  Common 
and  Parks  in  Existence  on  January  12,  1887,  as 
follows: 

Common  and  Parks  in  Existence  on 
January  12,  1887,  Maintenance  and 
Improvem?nt  of $22,000 

Referred  to  the  Committee  on  Parkman  Fund. 


PETITIONS   REFERRED. 

The  following  petitions  were  received  and 
referred  to  the  committees  named,  viz.: 

Claims. 

Esther  Fotos,  for  compensation  for  damage  to 
property  at  63  West  Newton  street,  caused  by  fire 
truck. 

Martin  J.  Giovenella,  to  be  reimbursed  as  result 
pf  accident  which  occurred  while  in  performance 
'of  duty. 

Michael  A.  Horigan,  for  compensation  for  loss 
of  coat  while  patient  at  City  Hospital. 

Peter  S.  Kilduff,  to  be  reimbursed  as  result  of 
accident  which  occurred  while  in  performance  of 
duty. 

Salvatore  Miglietta,  for  compensation  for 
damage  to  car  caused  by  an  alleged  defect  in 
Sumner  Tunnel. 

Mrs.  E.  I.  Rubinowitz,  for  compensation  for 
damage  to  coat  caused  by  an  alleged  defect  in 
City  Hall  Annex. 

Samuel  H.  Sagoff,  for  compensation  for  injuries 
caused  by  an  alleged  defect  in  Essex  street. 

Eugene  H.  Wahlstedt,  for  compensation  for 
damage  to  car  by  fire  engine. 


COMMITTEE   ON   LICENSES. 

Petitions  for  driveway  openings:  Blue  Line 
Express,  at  15  Rawson  street,  Ward  7;  Dorothy 
U.  Cronin,  at  92  Spring  street,  Ward  20;  supple- 
mentary petition  of  New  England  Transportation 
Company  to  operate  motor  vehicles  from  Dedham 
Line  to  Park  square. 


LOAN   FOR   OFF-STREET   PARKING 
IN   EFFECT. 

The  following  was  received: 

City  of  Boston, 
Office  of  the  City  Clerk, 

October  21,    1946. 
To  the  City  Council. 

Gentlemen, — You  are  hereby  notified  that  the 
loan  order  recommended  by  the  Mayor,  filed  with 
the  City  Clerk  August  19,  1946,  for  appropriation 
of  $5,000,000  for  off-street  parking  facilities,  not 
being  rejected  or  withdrawn  within  sixty  days 
after  the  date  of  filing,  became  effective,  as  if 
passed,  on  October  18,  1946. 

Respectfully, 
J.  B.  Hines,  City  Clerk. 
Placed  on  file. 


LEASING   OF   ELIZABETH   PEABODY 
SCHOOL. 

Notice  was  received  from  the  School  Committee 
of  passage  of  following  order  on  October  15: 

Whereas,  The  Elizabeth  Peabody  School,  Poplar 
street,  Boston,  is  not  in  actual  use  for  school  pur- 
poses, it  is  hereby 

Ordered,  That  the  City  Council  is  hereby  re- 
quested to  authorize  the  School  Committee,  in 
the  name  of  the  city,  to  lease  to  the  William  L. 
Harris  Post  No.  196,  American  Legion,  the  Eliza- 
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licth  Peabody  School,  Poplar  street,  Boston,  such 
occupancy   to  lie  discontinued  at    the  will  of  the 
School  Committee. 
Placed  on  file. 


NOTICE   OF  HEARING   BEFORE   DEPART- 
MENT  OF   PUBLIC   UTILITIES. 

Notice  was  received  from  the  Department  of 
Public  Utilities  of  hearing  to  be  held  October  30 
at  10.30  a.  m.,  on  petition  of  Eastern  Massachu- 
setts Street  Railway  Company  for  certificate  of 
public  convenience  and  necessity  for  operation  of 
motor  vehicles  over  certain  public  ways  in  Boston. 

Placed  on  file. 


CALL   FOR   STATE   ELECTION. 

President  KELLY  offered  the  following  orders: 
Ordered,  That  meetings  of  the  citizens  of  the 
City  of  Boston,  qualified  to  vote  for  state  officers, 
be  held  at  the  several  polling  places  designated  for 
the  purpose  by  the  Board  of  Election  Commis- 
sioners, on  Tuesday,  the  fifth  day  of  November, 
1946,  for  the  election  of  Governor,  Lieutenant 
Governor,  Secretary,  Treasurer,  Auditor,  Attorney 
General,  Senator  in  Congress,  Representative  in 
Congress,  Councilor,  Senator,  Representatives  in 
General  Court,  District  Attorney,  Clerk  of  Supreme 
Judicial  Court,  Clerk  of  Superior  Court  for  Civil 
Business,  Clerk  of  Superior  Court  for  Criminal 
Business,  Register  of  Deeds;  also  to  give  in  their 
votes  "Yes"  or  "No"  on  the  following  questions: 

Question  No.  1. 
Law  Proposed  by  Initiative  Petition. 

Shall  this  measure,  which  by  amendments  of  the 
General  Laws  (Ter.  Ed.),  provide  for  payment  by 
the  Commonwealth  of  adequate  pensions  to  de- 
serving citizens  sixty-five  years  of  age  or  over  in 
need  of  relief  or  support,  who  shall  have  resided  in 
the  Commonwealth  not  less  than  five  years  imme- 
diately preceding  the  date  of  application  for  such 
pension,  and  who  shall  have  resided  in  the  Com- 
monwealth continuously  for  one  year  immediately 
preceding  said  date  of  application,  which  is  further 
described  as  follows: — 

The  measure,  by  amendments  of  General  Laws 
(Ter.  Ed.),  c.  6,  provides  for  an  old  age  pension 
commission  of  three  persons,  one  to  be  a  qualified 
physician,  another  to  be  an  attorney  at  law  and  a 
third  to  be  a  non-professional  person,  who  are 
to  be  appointed  and  may  be  removed  for  cause  by 
the  Governor  with  the  advice  and  consent  of  the 
Council,  and  are  to  serve  under  the  Governor  and 
Council.  Not  more  than  two  members  of  said 
Commission  shall  be  members  of  the  same  political 
party.  Original  appointments  of  members  shall  be 
for  one,  two  and  three  years  respectively,  and 
thereafter  appointments  are  to  be  for  three  years. 
Such  members  are  to  devote  their  whole  time  to  the 
work  of  the  Commission  during  business  hours  and 
to  be  engaged  in  no  other  business,  occupation  or 
profession.  One  of  their  number  is  to  be  desig- 
nated as  chairman  by  the  Governor  and  shall  re- 
ceive a  salary  of  $6,000,  and  each  other  member 
35,500  per  year,  with  their  necessary  expenses. 
The  Commission  is  empowered  to  make  and  en- 
force rules  and  regulations  as  it  may  deem  neces- 
sary in  the  performance  of  its  duties  and  as  may 
be  approved  by  the  Governor  and  Council. 

The  measure  strikes  out  chapter  118A  of  the 
General  Laws  (Ter.  Ed.) ,  and  inserts  in  its  place  a 
new  chapter  entitled  "Adequate  pensions  for 
certain  aged  citizens." 

It  is  provided  that  pensions  hereunder  shall  be 
paid  from  the  date  of  application  therefor,  but  in 
no  event  before  the  applicant  reaches  the  age  of 
sixty-five.  The  Commission  shall  render  a  decision 
in  not  less  than  thirty  clays  from  the  date  of  appli- 
cation for  a  pension  or  a  request  for  an  increase  of 
the  amount  thereof.  Such  pension  shall,  wherever 
practicable,  be  paid  to  the  aged  person  in  his  own 
home  or  in  lodgings  or  in  a  boarding  home,  which 
for  the  purposes  hereof  shall  include  any  institu- 
tion providing  shelter,  care  and  treatment  for  aged 
persons  which  is  not  supported  in  whole  or  in  part 
by  public  funds;  provided,  that  no  inmate  of  such 
a  boarding  home  or  institution  shall  be  eligible  for 
a  pension  under  this  chapter  while  being  cared  for 
under  a  contract.  Such  pension  shall  be  paid  by 
check  or  in  cash  which  shall  be  delivered  to  the 
pensioner  at  his  residence,  if  he  so  requests,  and 
shall  be  paid  semi-monthly  unless  the  pensioner 
prefers   less   frequent   payments.      Such    pension 


shall  be  on  the  basis  of  need  and  the  amount  thereof 
shall  be  determined  in  accordance  with  budgetary 
standards  established  by  the  Commission.  Bud- 
getary standards  shall  be  such  as  to  enable  an 
individual  pensioner  to  maintain  a  standard  of 
living  compatible  with  decency  and  health.  Such 
pensions,  except  as  hereinafter  provided,  shall  be 
at  the  rate  of  not  less  than  $48.00  monthly.  The 
pensioner's  budget  at  such  times  as  may  be  re- 
quired shall  include  medical  care,  if  recommended 
by  a  recognized  physician,  eyeglasses,  if  recom- 
mended by  a  recognized  optician,  dental  care  and 
false  teeth,  if  recommended  by  a  recognized  dentist 

In  computing  the  pensioner's  payment  under 
this  chapter,  the  Commission  shall  deduct  from  the 
pensioner's  budget  or  the  minimum  payment, 
whichever  is  greater,  the  amount  of  income  the 
person  paid  or  to  be  paid  a  pension  hereunder  may 
be  receiving  from  any  source,  and  may  deduct 
therefrom  such  reasonable  amount  as  may  be 
deemed  to  represent  the  financial  value  of  board, 
lodging  or  other  assistance  which  is  being  furnished 
to  such  persons  from  any  source. 

Upon  the  death  of  a  person  drawing  a  pension, 
whose  funeral  cost  does  not  exceed  the  sum  of  two 
hundred  and  fifty  dollars  and  in  whose  estate  there 
are  insufficient  assets  to  cover  the  full  cost  of  the 
funeral,  the  Commission  shall  pay  to  the  funeral 
director  the  difference  between  the  assets  and  the 
cost  of  the  funeral,  a  sum  not  exceeding  one  hun- 
dred and  twenty-five  dollars. 

Expenses  for  medical,  hospital  and  other  services 
rendered  to  a  pensioner,  which  remain  unpaid  at 
the  time  of  his  death  or  commitment  to  an  in- 
stitution as  an  insane  person,  shall  be  paid  directly 
to  the  person  rendering  such  services. 

No  pension  under  this  chapter  shall  be  dis- 
continued nor  shall  the  amount  thereof  be  de- 
creased until  the  expiration  of  fifteen  days  after 
notice  has  been  given  by  the  Commission  to  the 
pensioner. 

Provision  is  made  by  which  a  person  receiving  a 
pension  may  be  absent  from  the  Commonwealth 
on  a  visit  without  having  such  pension  suspended. 

It  is  provided  that  General  Laws  (Ter.  Ed.),  c. 
273,  §  20,  which  relates  to  the  support  of  parents 
by  children,  shall  not  apply  when  parents  are 
eligible  to  receive  a  pension. 

Provision  is  made  that  there  shall  be  set  up  in 
the  Commission  a  subdivision  of  appeals  under  the 
jurisdiction  of  a  supervisor  of  appeals.  Any  person 
aggrieved  by  the  failure  of  the  Commission  to  pay 
an  adequate  pension  under  this  chapter,  or  by  the 
failure  of  the  Commission  to  approve  or  reject  an 
application  for  a  pension  or  a  request  for  an  in- 
crease in  the  amount  thereof,  within  thirty  days 
after  receiving  such  application  or  request,  shall 
have  a  right  to  a  fair  hearing,  after  due  notice, 
upon  appeal  to  the  subdivision  of  appeals  in  the 
form  and  manner  prescribed  by  the  Commission; 
provided  that  such  appeals  is  received  by  the  sub- 
division of  appeals  within  sixty  days  after  official 
notice  of  the  action  taken  by  the  Old  Age  Pension 
Commission  has  been  received  by  the  applicant  or 
pensioner.  The  decision  of  the  subdivision  of 
appeals  shall  be  final  and  binding  upon  the  Com- 
mission. 

The  Commission  or  any  interested  person 
aggrieved  by  any  decision  in  any  proceeding  before 
the  subdivision  of  appeals  may  obtain  judicial 
review  of  such  decision  by  filing  within  twenty  days 
of  the  date  of  mailing  of  such  decision,  a  petition 
for  review  thereof  in  the  district  court  within  the 
judicial  district  wherein  the  pensioner  or  the  ap- 
plicant for  a  pension  lives. 

In  any  proceeding  for  review  the  findings  of  the 
subdivision  of  appeals  as  to  facts  shall  be  conclu- 
sive, such  proceedings  shall  be  heard  in  a  summary 
manner  and  given  precedence  over  all  other  civil 
cases.  From  the  decision  of  a  district  court  upon 
review  an  appeal  may  be  taken  to  the  Supreme 
Judicial  Court. 

The  possession  by  an  applicant  for  pension 
under  this  chapter  of  assets  consisting  of  cash, 
active  securities  or  inactive  securities,  or  any  com- 
bination of  such  assets,  shall  not  disqualify  him 
from  receiving  such  pension;  provided,  that  the 
total  of  such  assets,  figuring  the  present  cash  value 
of  such  inactive  securities  at  the  sum  determined 
by  the  Old  Age  Pension  Commission,  does  not 
exceed  the  sum  of  $300. 

A  person  is  not  to  be  disqualified  from  receiving 
a  pension  because  of  the  ownership  of  an  equity  in 
vacant  land  from  which  there  is  insufficient  income 
to  provide  for  his  budgetary  needs  or  minimum 
payments  or  the  ownership  of  an  equity  in  real 
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estate  by  an  applicant  who  resides  thereon  or  who 
in  the  opinion  of  the  Commission  is  residing  else- 
where because  of  physical  or  mental  incapacity, 
provided  that  if  such  equity  on  the  basis  of  assessed 
valuation  exceeds  an  average  of  $3,000  during 
the  five  years  immediately  preceding  application 
for  the  pension  the  applicant  shall  execute  a  bond 
in  the  penal  sum  for  the  amount  of  the  equity  in 
excess  of  $3,000  conditioned  on  repayment  to  the 
Commonwealth  of  all  amounts  paid  as  such  pension 
without  interest,  such  bond  to  be  secured  by  a 
mortgage  on  the  applicant's  real  estate.  Provision 
is  made  for  the  recording  of  such  bond  and  mort- 
gage without  a  fee  and  the  apportionment  of  the 
proceeds  realized  from  any  of  them  between  the 
Federal  government  and  the  Commonwealth. 

A  person  is  not  to  be  disqualified  from  receiving 
a  pension  by  reason  of  the  ownership  of  a  policy  of 
group  insurance  or  of  a  policy  of  insurance  in  an 
amount  not  exceeding  $1,000  or  of  a  policy  of 
insurance  in  an  amount  not  exceeding  83,000, 
having  a  cash  surrender  value  not  in  excess  of 
$1,000,  if  such  policy  has  been  in  effect  not  less  than 
fifteen  years. 

No  pension  shall  be  granted  to  an  applicant  who 
at  any  time  within  five  years  immediately  prior  to 
the  filing  of  an  application  for  such  pension  has 
made  an  assignment  or  transfer  of  property  so  as 
to  render  himself  eligible  to  such  pension.  No 
pension  shall  be  subject  to  trustee  process  or 
assignment,  and  no  applicant  for  a  pension,  who 
knowingly  makes  any  false  statement  or  perpe- 
trates any  fraud  or  deception  in  relation  to  his 
application,  shall  be  granted  any  pension  nor  be 
eligible  for  one  during  one  year  thereafter.  A 
person,  his  executor  or  administrator  shall  be  liable 
in  contract  to  the  Commonwealth  for  expenses 
incurred  by  it  for  a  pension  paid  to  such  person 
under  this  chapter  if  such  person  or  his  estate  is  in 
possession  of  funds  not  otherwise  exempted  there- 
under. 

If  an  application  for  a  pension  under  this  chapter 
is  effected  by  the  eligibility  of  the  applicant  to 
receive  aid  under  General  Laws  (Ter.  Ed.),  c.  115, 
which  relates  to  State  and  Military  Aid  and 
Soldiers'  Relief,  the  applicant  shall  be  entitled  to 
exercise  such  options  and  execute  such  waivers  as 
may  be  necessary  to  receive  the  pension  which  he 
seeks. 

All  cities  and  towns  in  the  Commonwealth  shall 
furnish  suitable  headquarters  for  the  carrying  out 
of  the  duties  of  the  commission  in  such  cities  and 
towns. 

The  measure  further  provides  that  there  shall 
be  established  and  set  up  on  the  books  of  the  Com- 
monwealth a  separate  fund,  to  be  known  as  the 
Old  Age  Pension  Fund,  consisting  of  receipts 
credited  to  said  fund  under  General  Laws  (Ter.  Ed.) 
e.  64B,  G.  L.  (Ter.  Ed.)  c.  128A,  §  15,  as  amended, 
G.  L.  (Ter.  Ed.)  c.  138,  §  27,  as  amended,  and  all 
proceeds  of  taxes  assessed  under  Acts  of  1941, 
c.  729,  §§  9  and  9A. 

The  Old  Age  Assistance  Fund  as  in  force  im- 
mediately prior  to  the  effective  date  of  this  act  is 
hereby  continued  in  existence,  but  shall  hereafter 
be  entitled  "  The  Old  Age  Pension  Fund. " 

It  is  provided  that  all  civil  service  employees  in 
the  Department  of  Public  Welfare  of  the  Com- 
monwealth, including  the  supervisor,  referees  and 
employees  of  the  subdivision  of  appeals  in  said 
department  or  of  any  city  or  town,  employed  in 
the  administration  of  the  Old  Age  Assistance  Law 
on  the  effective  date  of  this  proposed  measure,  shall 
be  transferred  to  the  service  of  the  Old  Age 
Pension  Commission,  retaining  their  present  civil 
service  seniority  retirement  rights  and  any  step 
increases  from  the  minimum  pay  of  their  grade 
earned  during  their  service  with  said  department ' 
or  said  bureaus. 

It  is  provided  that  all  records  and  property  used 
in  the  administration  of  the  Old  Age  Assistance 
Law  and  which  are  the  property  of  the  Common- 
wealth are  to  be  transferred  to  the  Old  Age  Pension 
Commission. 

This  act  shall  take  effect  on  March  first,  nineteen 
hundred  and  forty-seven. — 

which  proposed  law  was  approved  in  the 
House  of  Representatives  by  a  vote  of  125 
in  the  affirmative  and  79  in  the  negative, 
and  on  which  the  Senate  did  not  vote, 
— be  approved? 

Question  No.  25. 

Law  Proposed  by  Initiative  Petition. 

Shall    this    measure    which    provides    that    no 

labor  union  may  be  operated  or  maintained  unless 

there  is  filed  with  the  Commissioner  of  Labor  and 


Industries  a  statement  signed  by  the  President 
and  Treasurer  setting  forth  the  union's  officers, 
aims,  scale  of  dues,  fees,  fines,  assessments  and 
the  salaries  of  the  officers. 

The  President  and  Treasurer  of  a  labor  union 
is  required  to  file  annually  with  the  Commissioner 
of  Labor  and  Industries  a  detailed  statement  in 
writing  setting  forth  all  receipts  and  expenditures 
of  the  union  which  shall  be  open  to  the  public, 
and  the  said  Commissioner  is  given  the  power  to 
summons  witnesses  and  records;  and  there  is  a 
penalty  of  not  less  than  $50.00  nor  more  than 
$500.00  for  whoever  fails  to  file  a  statement  or 
whoever  knowingly  makes  a  false  statement — 
■which  was  disapproved  in  the  House  of 
Representatives  by  a  vote  of  50  in  the  af- 
firmative AND   154  IN  THE  NEGATIVE  AND  IN  THE 

Senate  by  a  vote  of  6  in  the  affirmative  and 
24  in  the  negative, 
— be  approved? 

Sale  of  Alcoholic  Beverages. 
To  obtain  a  full  expression  of  opinion,  voters 
should     vote     on     all     three     of     the     following 
questions: — 

(a)  If  a  voter  desires  to  permit  the  sale  in  this 
city  (or  town)  of  any  and  all  alcoholic  beverages 
to  be  drunk  on  and  off  the  premises  where  sold, 
he  will  vote  "YES"  on  all  three  questions. 

(b)  If  he  desires  to  permit  the  sale  herein  of 
wines  and  malt  beverages  only  to  be  drunk  on 
and  off  the  premises  where  sold,  he  will  vote 
"NO"  on  question -one,  "YES"  on  question  two 
and  "NO"  on  question  three. 

(c)  If  he  desires  to  permit  the  sale  herein  of  all 
alcoholic  beverages  but  only  in  packages,  so  called, 
not  to  be  drunk  on  the  premises  where  sold,  he 
will  vote  "NO"  on  questions  one  and  two  and 
"YES"  on  question  three. 

(d)  If  he  desires  to  permit  the  sale  herein  of 
wines  and  malt  beverages  to  be  drunk  on  and  off 
the  premises  where  sold,  and  in  addition  other 
alcoholic  beverages,  but  only  in  packages,  so 
called,  not  to  be  drunk  on  the  premises  where  sold, 
he  will  vote  "NO"  on  question  one  and  "YES" 
on  questions  two  and  three. 

(e)  If  he  desires  to  prohibit  the  sale  herein  of 
any  and  all  alcoholic  beverages  whether  to  be 
drunk  on  or  off  the  premises  where  sold,  he  will 
vote  "NO"  on  all  three  questions. 

1 .  Shall  licenses  be  granted  in  this  city  for  the 
sale  therein  of  all  alcoholic  beverages  (whiskey, 
rum,  gin,  malt  beverages,  wines  and  all  other 
alcoholic  beverages)? 

2.  Shall  licenses  be  granted  in  this  city  for 
the  sale  therein  of  wines  and  malt  beverages 
(wines  and  beer,  ale  and  all  other  malt  beverages)? 

3.  Shall  licenses  be  granted  in  this  city  for  the 
sale  therein  of  all  alcoholic  beverages  in  packages, 
so  called,  not  to  be  drunk  on  the  premises? 

Pari-Mutual  Betting. 

1.  Shall  the  pari-mutual  system  of  betting  on 
licensed   horse  races  be  permitted  in  this  county? 

2.  Shall  the  pari-mutual  system  of  betting  on 
licensed  dog  races  be  permitted  in  this  county? 

Jury  Service  by  Women. 
"Shall    the    General    Court    enact    legislation 
requiring    jury    service    by    women,    with    such 
reservations  as  it  may  prescribe?" 

Forty-Eight  Hour  Week  for  Firemen. 
"Shall    section    fifty-eight  B   of  chapter  forty- 
eight  of  the  General  Laws,  providing  for  a  forty- 
eight  hour  week  for  permanent  members  of  fire 
departments,  be  accepted?" 

Question  of  Public  Policy  Under 
General  Laws 
In  the  following  Senatorial  Districts: — 

Middlesex  and  Suffolk;  Norfolk  and  Suffolk;  3rd 
Suffolk. 

"Shall  the  Senator  in  the  General  Court  from 
this  District  be  instructed  to  vote  to  request  the 
President  and  the  Congress  of  the  United  States 
to  direct  our  Delegates  to  the  United  Nations  to 
propose  or  support  Amendments  to  its  Charter 
which  will  strengthen  the  United  Nations  and 
make  it  a  World  Federal  Government  able  to 
prevent  War?" 

The  polls  at  said  meetings  shall  be  opened 
at  8  o'clock  a.  m.  and  closed  at  8  o'clock  p.  m. 

Ordered,  That  the  City  Clerk  be  hereby  directed 
to  give  notice  of  said  meetings  according  to  law. 
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Ordered,  Thai  the  provisions  of  sections  55,  56 
and  57  of  chapter  5-J  of  the  General  Ijuvs  be,  and 
hereby  are,  suspended  ami  made  inapplicable  as 

bo  each  of  the  several  questions  to  be  voted  upon 
at  the  State  Election  to  be  held  on  November  5, 
1946. 

The  orders  were  passed  under  suspension  of 
the  rule. 


FORTY-EIGHT   HOUR    WORK   WEEK   FOR 
BOSTON   FIREMEN. 

Covin.  HANNON  offered  the  following: 
Resolved,  That  the  members  of  the  Boston  City 
Council,  in   meeting  assembled,   go  on   record  as 
favoring  the  adoption  of  a  forty-eight  hour  work 
week  for  Boston  firemen. 

Passed  under  suspension  of  the  rule. 


CONGRATULATIONS   OF   CITY  TO  RIGHT 
REVEREND  MICHAEL  J.  AHEARN. 

Coun.  HANNON  offered  the  following: 
Resolved,  That  the  members  of  the  Boston  City 
Council,  in  meeting  assembled,  extend  the  official 
congratulations  of  the  City  of  Boston  to  the 
Right  Reverend  Michael  J.  Ahearn,  S.  J.,  who  has 
contributed  so  much  to  better  understanding 
among  all  races  and  creeds  within  the  hearing  of 
his  radio  voice,  upon  the  occasion  of  the  fiftieth 
anniversary  of  his  ordination  in  the  Society  of 
Jesus. 

Passed  under  suspension  of  the  rule. 


WIDENING    OF     HUNTINGTON    AVENUE. 

Coun.  CHASE  offered  the  following: 

Whereas,  It  has  been  disclosed  by  his  Honor  the 
Mayor  and  the  Board  of  Street  Commissioners 
that  they  propose  to  widen  one  side  of  Huntington 
avenue,  from  Gainsborough  street  to  the  near 
vicinity  of  Norway  street,  and 

Whereas,  The  proposed  plans  disclose  that  the 
section  of  Huntington  avenue  facing  Symphony 
Hall  will  be  left  with  only  a  three-foot  wide  side- 
walk, and 

Whereas,  There  are  many  thousands  of  pedes- 
trians that  use  the  sidewalk  on  Huntington  avenue, 
and,  if  this  reduction  in  the  width  of  the  side- 
walk is  made,  the  walking  public  will  be  forced  to 
use  part  of  the  street  and  the  steps  in  front  of 
Symphony  Hall,  and 

Whereas,  Many  thousands  of  pedestrians  will  be 
placed  at  a  great  inconvenience  and  their  personal 
safety  jeopardized  if  this  unreasonable,  unnecessary 
and  costly  street  widening  is  made,  therefore  be  it 

Resolved,  That  the  Board  of  Street  Commis- 
sioners be  requested,  through  his  Honor  the 
Mayor,  to  cancel  all  plans  on  the  proposed  Hunt- 
ington avenue  street  widening. 

Coun.  CHASE — Mr.  President,  it  was  recently 
called  to  my  attention  that  his  Honor  the  Mayor 
and  the  Board  of  Street  Commissioners  proposed 
to  make  a  street  widening  on  Huntington  avenue 
in  the  vicinity  of  Massachusetts  avenue.  They 
propose  to  take  approximately  ten  feet  of  the 
Christian  Science  Church  park  property,  part  of 
the  Uptown  Theatre  property  and  part  of  the 
Horticultural  Hall  property.  Then,  across  the 
street,  across  Massachusetts  avenue,  on  the  other 
side  of  the  intersection  of  Huntington  avenue, 
they  propose  to  cut  the  sidewalk  down  to  three 
feet  in  front  of  Symphony  Hall.  Then,  sir,  a  little 
farther  up  they  propose  to  make  one  of  the  killings 
of  the  year,  namely,  they  propose  that  the  taxpayer 
shall  stand  the  cost  of  spending  between  $40,0U0 
and  850,000  to  benefit  Mr.  Cohen  of  the  Midtown 
Realty  Trust  who  owns  the  property  from  Gains- 
borough street  to  Symphony  Hall.  I  accuse  his 
Honor  the  Mayor  and  the  Board  of  Street  Com- 
missioners of  making  one  of  the  boldest  steals  in 
the  history  of  the  city.  They  propose,  sir,  to 
deprive  the  citizens  of  my  district  and  the  citizens 
throughout  the  city — to  compel  them  at  one  of 
the  busy  intersections  of  Boston  to  use  a  three-foot 
sidewalk.  They  propose  to  make  thousands  of 
pedestrians,  who  are  compelled  to  use  that  par- 
ticular intersection,  walk  on  a  three-foot  sidewalk. 
There  are  thousands  of  people  who  use  that  side- 
walk in  front  of  Symphony  Hall  on  Huntington 
avenue.  Many  of  them  walk  by  that  section  three 
and  four  or  six  and  seven  abreast.    If  the  plans  of 


his    Honor   the   Mayor   and   the   Street   Commis- 
sioners are  carried  through,  the  citizens  of  Boston 
using  that  particular  area  will  be  compelled  to  go 
into  the  street,  compelled  to  go  up  on  the  steps, 
in  order  to  go  ahead  onto  the  other  section  of  the 
sidewalk.     Their  very  safety   will  be  jeopardized 
by  having  such  a  narrow  sidewalk  in  such  a  busy 
community.     It  is  regrettable  that  something  can- 
not be  done  to  prevent  his  Honor  the  Mayor  and 
the  Street  Commissioners  from  making  this  boldest 
of  bold  moves.     There  is  only  one  party  to  benefit 
by  this.     It  will  not  be  the  taxpayers.     It  will  not 
be  to  the  benefit  of  the  people  of  my  district  or 
the  people  in  your  district  who  will  be  compelled 
to  use  this  three-foot  sidewalk.     It  will  be  to  the 
benefit  of  one  man.     Mr.  President,  there  may  be 
more  than  one  man  in  the  deal.    Mr.  Cohen  of  the 
Midtown  Realty  Company  who  owns  that  prop- 
erty from  Gainsborough  street  to  Symphony  Hall 
will  sell  to  the  city  or  have  that  section  of  his  prop- 
erty taken  over  by  the  city  through  eminent  do- 
main, and  will  be  paid  for  4,000-odd  square  feet 
at  least  $7  a  square  foot.     It  will  range  anywhere 
from    $35,000    to    $50,000    to    take    Mr.    Cohen's 
property.     I  say,  sir,  that  is  the  only  reason  why 
this  taking  is  about  to  be  made,  simply  because  a 
certain  realtor  and  others  will  profit  by  it.     The 
city  in  a  prior  administration  went  to  considerable 
expense  to  improve  Huntington  avenue.     Millions 
of  dollars  were  spent  to  put  in  a  subway  and  to  put 
in    that   underpass    and    to    beautify    Huntington 
avenue,  to  put  it  in  a  state  which  architects  say  is 
perfect  harmony  on  both  sides  of  the  street.    Under 
the  Mayor's  ridiculous  proposition  he  intends  to 
widen  one  side  of  the  street  and  allow  the  other  side 
of  Huntington  avenue  to  remain  the  same.     That, 
sir,  will  throw  the  street  out  of  proportion.     The 
most  ridiculous  part  of  it  is  that  there  is  more 
traffic  coming  in  to  Boston  on  Huntington  avenue 
than  there  is  traffic  going  out  of  Boston  into  the 
suburbs.     This  proposed  street  widening  is  sup- 
posed to  facilitate  the  flow  of  traffic  which  leaves 
Boston  and  not  that   which   comes  into   Boston. 
There  is  no  rhyme  or  reason  why  this  taking  should 
be  made.     A  very  simple  solution  could  be  made 
if  any  traffic  condition  does  exist  there  by   roofing 
over  the  underpass  or  by  restricting  the  particular 
area   affected    with  no  parking.     His  Honor   the 
Mayor  has  not  considered   those   points.      He  is 
primarily  interested  in  having  Mr.  Cohen's  land 
taken  by  the  city.     He  is  primarily  interested  in 
paying  $30,000  to  $50,000  for  Mr.  Cohen's  land. 
He  is  not  interested  in  disfiguring  Symphony  Hall. 
He  does  not  care  what  great  inconvenience  he  will 
be  placing  upon  the  public  in  compelling  them  to 
walk  on  a  three-foot  passageway,  with  thousands 
of  people  compelled  to  use  a  three-foot  sidewalk. 
He  does  not  consider  the  well-being  of  those  pedes- 
trians.   He  says  it  will  facilitate  traffic  to  widen  that 
particular  area.     Well,   sir,   the  traffic   that  goes 
into  that  particular  area  is  negligible.     It  is  not 
necessary  to  put  the  city  to  such  expense  to  widen 
that.     His  Honor  the  Mayor  will  snap  his  fingers. 
He  can  put  in  "  No  Parking' '  signs  in  that  particular 
area.      The   condition    can    be   remedied,    but   he 
proposes   to   spend   the   taxpayers'    money.      Mr. 
Cohen's  property  has  to  be  taken.     We  have  to 
consider  Mr.  Cohen.     We  have  to  pay  Mr.  Cohen 
between  $7  and  $8  a  square  foot.     Mind  you,  sir, 
there  will  be  over  4,000  square  feet  of  Mr.  Cohen's 
property  taken.     Oh,  yes,  Mr.  President,  here  is 
another   example   of   scandalous  land-taking,    the 
public's  money  being  used  for  a  supposed  public 
necessity.     In  this  case  there  is  no  necessity  what- 
ever in  existence.     I  say  to  you,  sir,  during  Mayor 
Tobin's  administration,   under  the  able  guidance 
of  Tom  Sullivan  who  constructed  the  Huntington 
Avenue   subway,  he   would   have   recognized    this 
condition  if  it  was   worth   while  to  recognize  it. 
These  gentlemen  during  that  administration  would 
have  taken  into  consideration  the  possible  small- 
ness  of  these  outlets  which  Mr.  Curley  proposes  to 
widen.    But  no,  sir,  after  very  careful  thought  and 
consideration,   they   propose  to  go  ahead   on   the 
plans  which  they  have  pursued  and  to  carry  them 
out.     It  is  under  Mayor  Curley's  administration 
that   the   land    which    Mr;  Cohen    owns    will    be 
deemed  a  necessity  to  be  acquired  by  the  city  for 
some  $40, 000-odd.     Mr.  Curley  has  not  changed 
his  spots  at  all.    I  repeat,  the  only  reason  why  this 
land-taking  is  being  made  is  to  benefit  Mr.  Cohen. 
It  is  another  one  of  those  bold  moves  that  his  Honor 
the  Mayor  does  not  hestitate  to  make  when  some- 
body stands  to  benefit.     It  is  a  move  which  only 
Mr.  Cohen  and  a  few  others  benefit  by.     It  is  a 
move  by  which  the  public  at  large  will  be  greatly 
inconvenienced.     It  is  a  move  which  will  scar  one 
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of  the  buildings  which  is  known  throughout  the 
world  for  its  architectural  perfection.  Well,  Mr. 
Curley  apparently  is  not  interested  in  the  beauty 
of  the  City  of  Boston.  He  is  not  interested  in  caus- 
ing great  inconvenience  to  the  public  at  large.  He 
is  interested  if  men  like  Mr.  Cohen  will  benefit  by 
having  their  property  acquired  by  eminent  domain. 
Sir,  I  do  not  know  what  can  be  done  about  this, 
but  I  wish  that  the  Council  would  go  along  with 
me  in  behalf  of  public  safety,  and  tell  his  Honor 
the  Mayor  that  we  are  against  the  idea  of  placing 
a  three-foot  sidewalk  on  Huntington  avenue  which 
thousands  of  pedestrians  and  voters  of  the  City  of 
Boston  from  every  one  of  the  twenty-two  wards  in 
the  city  will  be  compelled  to  use  at  their  incon- 
venience. No  one  is  for  this.  No  one  has  advocated 
this.  It  is  only  a  few  select,  quick-thinking,  selfish, 
individual  operators.  I  hope  the  Council  will  go 
along  with  me  on  this  resolution. 

The  resolution  was  referred  to  the  Committee 
on  Public  Works  and  Street  Commissioners. 


Coun.  McCORMACK  in  the  chair. 


REPORT  OF  COMMITTEE  ON  CONSTABLES 
AND   CONFIRMATIONS. 

Coun.  BRYAN,  for  the  Committee  on  Con- 
stables and  Confirmations,  submitted  the  following: 

Report  on  appointment  (referred  October  14) 
of  George  M.  Fitzgerald,  200  Weld  street,  Roslin- 
dale,  as  constable  to  serve  without  bond  and  with- 
out authority  to  serve  civil  process  for  term  ending 
April  30,  1947 — recommending  that  appointment 
be  confirmed. 

The  report  was  accepted,  and  the  question  came 
on  confirmation.  Committee,  Councilors  Coffey 
and  Bryan.  Whole  number  of  ballots  cast  14, 
yeas  14,  and  the  appointment  was  confirmed. 


CONDEMNATION   OF   ACTION   OF   YUGO- 
SLAV  GOVERNMENT. 

Coun.  KEENAN  offered  the  following: 
Resolved,  That  the  City  Council  of  Boston,  in 
meeting  assembled  hereby  condemns  the  ungodly 
action  of  the  Yugoslav  government  in  sentencing 
to  a  long  jail  term  Archbishop  Stepinac  of  Yugo- 
slavia, a  true  servant  of  God  and  a  true  spiritual 
leader  of  a  great  people,  who  are  now  under  sub- 
jugation by  a  foreign  power  which  not  only  denies 
the  existence  of  an  omnipotent  person,  but  seeks 
to  punish  all  those  who  so  believe  in  the  Eternal 
God. 

Passed  under  suspension  of  the  rule. 


PROPOSED  INCREASE  IN  GAS  RATES. 

Coun.  SULLIVAN  offered  the  following: 
Resolved,  That  the  City  Council  of  Boston,  in 
meeting  assembled,  wholeheartedly  and  decisively 
opposes  any  increase  in  the  rates  for  gas  for  heating 
purposes,  and  calls  upon  the  Department  of  Public 
Utilities  of  the  Commonwealth  to  reject  the 
petition  of  the  Boston  Consolidated  Gas  Company, 
thereby  preventing  an  arbitrary  and  unfair  in- 
crease in  the  cost  of  living  to  many  thousands  of_ 
our  residents. 

Passed  under  suspension  of  the  rule. 

President  KELLY  in  the  chair. 


MEMBERSHIP  OF  PUBLIC  WORKS  AND 
STREET  COMMISSIONERS  COM- 
MITTEE. 

President  KELLY — The  Chair  will  announce  at 
this  time  that  the  councilors  to  serve  on  the  Com- 
mittee of  Public  Works  and  Street  Commissioners 
are  Councilors  Sullivan,  Bryan,  Cantwell,  Kinsella 
and  Moriarty.  . 

Coun.  KINSELLA— Mr.  President,  a  point  of 
information.  On  the  creation  of  that  committee, 
what  is  its  function?  I  was  not  aware  of  pending 
legislation. 


President  KELLY — I  understand  it  is  to  con- 
sider all  matters  referred  to  either  one  of  the  two 
departments,  the  Public  Works  Department  and 
the  Street  Commission. 

Coun.  KEENAN— Mr.  President,  a  point  of 
information.  May  I  ha%re  some  more  information 
on  the  committee?  I  do  not  quite  understand 
their  power. 

President  KELLY — Councilor  Sullivan  intro- 
duced an  order  here  some  weeks  ago  which  was 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  Rules.  The  Com- 
mittee on  Rules  reported  that  the  order  should 
pass.  Last  week  the  Council  all  voted  on  it. 
The  President  appointed  five  members  today. 

Coun.  KEENAN — I  still  do  not  get  the  informa- 
tion I  want. 

President  KELLY — Were  you  present  at  last 
week's  meeting? 

Coun.  KEENAN — I  certainly  was. 

President  KELLY — The  order  was  read  off,  and 
the  Council  passed  it  unanimously. 

Coun.  KEENAN — You  just  gave  information 
to  Councilor  Kinsella.  I  would  like  to  get  the 
same  information . 

President  KELLY — Councilor  Lane,  will  you 
state  the  ingredients  of  the  order  before  your 
committee? 

Coun.  LANE — Mr.  President,  as  Chairman  of 
the  Committee  on  Rules  I  understand  from  the 
maker  of  the  order,  Councilor  Sullivan,  that  a 
great  number  of  orders  introduced  here  are  referred 
to  either  of  those  outstanding  departments  of  the 
city  government.  Councilor  Sullivan  feels  that, 
if  such  a  committee  was  established,  we  could  get 
better  strength  within  the  departments  in  securing 
various  things  which  it  is  necessary  to  do  in  the 
various  departments  in  the  city's  districts.  Coun- 
cilor Sullivan's  order  was  well  received  by  the 
various  members  of  the  Rules  Committee.  We 
believe  the  establishment  of  such  a  committee  will 
serve  all  members  of  the  Council  in  their  respective 
districts. 

Coun.  KEENAN — Thank  you  very  much, 
councilor. 


REPORT   OF   COMMITTEE   ON   LICENSES 

Coun.  SCANNELL,  for  the  Committee  on 
Licenses,  submitted  the  following: 

Report  on  petition  (referred  September  9)  of 
United  Farmers'  Co-operative  Creamery  Associa- 
tion, Inc.,  for  driveway  opening  at  Roland  street, 
Charlestown — recommending  that  permit  be 
granted. 

Report  accepted;  permit  granted  under  usual 
conditions. 


TRAFFIC  SIGNALS  AND  SIGNS  FOR 
WARD    20. 

Coun.  BRYAN  offered  the  following: 

Ordered,  That  the  Traffic  Commissioner  be 
requested,  through  his  Honor  the  Mayor,  to  install 
"Slow"  signs  at  1585  Centre  street,  Ward  20,  for 
the  protection  of  the  children  of  the  neighborhood. 

Ordered,  That  the  Traffic  Commissioner  be 
requested,  through  his  Honor  the  Mayor,  to  install 
automatic  traffic  signals  at  the  following  inter- 
sections in  Ward  20: 

Manthorne  road  and  Centre  street;  La  Grange 
street  and  Centre  street. 

Ordered,  That  the  Traffic  Commissioner  be 
requested,  through  his  Honor  the  Mayor,  to  install 
"Stop"  signs  at  the  following  locations  in  Ward  20: 

Weld  street,  at  West  Roxbury  Parkway;  South 
street,  at  Centre  street;  Beech  street,  at  Newburg 
street;  Beech  street,  at  Aldrich  street;  Beech 
street,  at  Colberg  avenue;  Beech  street,  at  Roslin- 
dale  avenue;  Beech  street,  at  Orange  street; 
Beech  street,  at  Washington  street;  Gardner 
street,  at  Spring  street;  Baker  street,  at  Spring 
street;  Baker  street,  at  Centre  street. 

Coun.  BRYAN — Mr.  President,  many  of  these 
orders  I  have  introduced  early  in  the  season  have 
had  very  unfavorable  replies  from  the  Traffic 
Commission.  I  would  like  at  this  time  to  have 
those  orders  referred  to  the  Executive  Session  and 
have  the  Traffic  Commissioner  appear  here  in 
person  so  that  I  might  obtain  some  information 
in  regard  to  what  he  is  going  to  do  in  my  district. 

The  orders  were  referred  to  the  Executive 
Committee,  and  the  Traffic  Commissioner  invited 
to  attend  the  Executive  Committee  Session. 
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CITY     COUNCIL. 


BIDS  FOR   WARD  3   IMPROVEMENTS. 

Coun.  RUSSO  offered  the  following: 

Ordered,  That  the  Trustees  of  the  George 
Robert  White  Fund  be  instructed,  through  his 
Honor  the  Mayor,  to  immediately  give  out  for 
bids  the  construction  of  a  new  solarium  and  bath- 
house and  swimming  pool  at  the  Charles  River 
Esplanade  in  Ward  3,  and  also  the  proposed 
swimming  pool  for  the  North  End  Park. 

Coun.  RUSSO — Mr.  President,  the  people  of 
my  district  have  realized  that  for  the  past  six  years 
during  the  time  of  the  war,  we  could  not  have 
materials  in  order  to  build  this  project  which  is 
vitally  needed  in  the  district.  I  believe  they  have 
been  more  than  fair  and  square  in  patiently  waiting 
for  the  erection  of  the  new  bathhouse,  solarium 
and  swimming  pool  combined.  About  seven  or 
eight  months  ago  his  Honor  the  Mayor  made  a 
public  statement  that  this  project  would  be 
started  before  the  end  of  the  year.  I  feel,  Mr. 
President,  that  it  is  high  time  that  the  Trustees  of 
the  George  Robert  White  Fund  give  out  this 
project  for  bids  in  order  that  the  project'may-be 
built  and  be  ready  at  least  for  the  coming  summer 
of  1947.  I  do  hope  that  his  Honor  the  Mayor 
will  do  everything  within  his  power  to  instruct  the 
trustees  to  give  this  project  out  for  bid.  I  believe 
that  we  can  now  get  the  materials  which  are 
needed  in  order  to  carry  on  this  work.  He  must 
realize,  as  I  realize,  and  we  all  realize,  that  the 
people  in  my  district  have  not  the  facilities  that 
most  other  sections  of  our  city  enjoy.  They  are 
looking  forward  to  having  this  project  started  as 
soon  as  possible,  so  at  least  it  will  be  ready  for  the 
year  1947.  I  hope  that  this  will  have  immediate 
action  to  satisfy  the  people  who  need  these  facilities 
in  the  quickest  possible  time.  I  feel  that  the 
time  is  ripe  right  now.  I  hope  the  order  will  pass 
under  suspension  of  the  rule. 

The  order  was  passed  under  suspension  of  the 
rule. 


LIFE-SAVING    EQUIPMENT    FOR    POLICE 
CRUISER  CARS. 

Coun.  SCANNELL  offered  the  following: 

Ordered,  That  the  Police  Commissioner  be 
requested,  through  his  Honor  the  Mayor,  to  make 
available  emergency  life-saving  equipment  in 
police  cruiser  cars  throughout  the  city,  such  as 
axes,  deflated  life  rafts,  ropes,  etc. 

Coun.  SCANNELL — Mr.  President,  in  present- 
ing this  order  I  realize  that  we  have  a  number  of 
police  cruising  cars  guarding  our  city  throughout 
the  night.  I  was  speaking  to  a  police  officer 
recently.  There  had  been  a  fire  in  South  Boston 
a  year  or  so  ago  where  a  child  had  lost  its  life. 
This  police  officer  said  if  he  had  had  an  axe  available 
at  the  time,  the  child  would  have  been  saved.  It 
has  happened  not  only  in  this  instance,  but  in  ' 
various  instances,  where  police  officers  in  cruising 
cars  run  into  emergency  cases  of  this  type,  such  as 
drownings,  or  cases  where  somebody  is  in  a  pre- 
carious position.  Now  I  think  if  the  Police 
Commissioner  would  equip  these  cars  and  make 
sure  there  is  equipment  available  such  as  deflated 
life  rafts,  it  will  not  take  up  much  room.  I  know 
that  the  police  officers  of  this  city  will  be  happy 
if  they  have  such  equipment  because  it  will  save 
lives.  Many  times  a  policeman  will  get  to  a  fire 
or  the  scene  of  an  emergency  a  lot  faster  than  the 
Fire  Department.  If  the  police  officers  had  some- 
thing to  work  with,  we  could  save  a  number  of 
lives  in  this  city.  I  ask  suspension  of  the  rule  and 
passage  of  the  order. 

The  order  was  passed  under  suspension  of  the 
rule. 


NURSING  STAFF  AT  CITY  HOSPITAL. 

Coun.  SCANNELL  offered  the  following: 
Ordered,  That  his  Honor  the  Mayor  be  re- 
quested to  arrange  for  a  conference  with  the 
Trustees  of  the  City  Hospital  and  the  City  Council 
Committee  on  Hospitals  for  the  purpose  of  de- 
vising ways  and  means  of  increasing  the  nursing 
staff  at  the  hospital  and  also  with  reference  to 
increasing  the  salaries  of  the  hospital  employees. 

Coun.  SCANNELL — Mr.  President,  I  put  in 
an  order  last  week.  I  am  going  to  further  press 
my  remarks  in  regard  to  the  nursing  forces  at  the 
City  Hospital.  I  want  to  speak  for  an  increase  for 
the  nurses  and  employees  in  that  institution  be- 
cause it  has  come  to  light  in  the  past  week  as  to 


some  of  the  conditions  that  exist  in  that  hospital. 
I  said  last  week  and  I  maintain  today  that  due  to 
neglect  of  some  of  the  patients  of  that  hospital, 
due  to  the  shortage  of  nurses,  there  are  people 
dying.  Recently  there  was  a  reporter  from  one  of 
the  Boston  papers  who  visited  the  Boston  City 
Hospital  to  find  out  conditions  in  the  hospital. 
The  reporter  first  went  to  the  superintendent  of 
the  hospital.  He  sent  this  reporter,  a  woman,  to 
one  of  the  hospitals,  one  of  the  wards  in  the  hos- 
pital where  they  had  probably  three  nurses  for 
twenty-five  patients.  They  did  not  send  the  re- 
porter to  the  Medical  Building  or  the  Pavilion 
Building  where  there  is  one  nurse  to  take  care  of 
forty  people.  There  are  patients  in  that  hospital 
with  bed  sores  as  large  as  they  might  be  through 
neglect.  The  trustees  of  the  hospital  are  not  giving 
the  nurses  in  that  institution  enough  money  to 
live  on.  There  are  48  head  nurses  in  that  hospital. 
They  get  about  $31  a  week.  Some  of  the  nurses, 
graduate  nurses  of  that  hospital,  get  about  $28  a 
week.  That  is  very  small  pay  for  these  nurses  be- 
cause those  girls  who  have  graduated  from  that 
institution  are  loyal  to  the  institution.  They  should 
be  compensated  by  the  city.  Now  the  trustees 
have  suggested,  or  the  man  who  runs  the  hospital, 
Dr.  Martin  English,  has  said  they  are  going  to 
break  in  attendant  nurses.  Anybody  who  wants 
to  can  go  to  the  hospital  and  they  will  break  them 
in  to  help  the  nurses.  They  are  going  to  pay  them 
$28  a  week.  This  is  ridiculous.  If  we  increase  the 
nurses'  pay  in  the  City  Hospital,  I  will  guarantee 
the  nurses  graduating  from  that  institution  will 
come  back  to  that  hospital.  I  happened  to  be 
visiting  there  today  and  looked  around  to  see  the 
conditions  at  the  institution.  I  went  into  a  ward. 
There  were  two  nurses  for  seven  patients  there 
who  were  dangerously  ill  and  ready  to  die.  There 
were  twenty-six  other  patients  on  that  same  floor. 
Those  nurses  take  care  of  those  thirty-three  people. 
Ordinarily  two  nurses  should  be  taking  care  of  the 
seven  patients  who  were  on  the  danger  list.  I  say 
there  is  neglect  in  that  hospital.  It  is  up  to  you 
and  me  to  do  something  about  it.  Let  us  call  the 
trustees  in  and  see  if  we  cannot  get  hold  of  the 
Mayor  and  the  Committee  on  Hospitals.  Let  us 
see  if  we  can  do  something  about  this.  After  all, 
life  is  sacred.  Whether  any  person  in  that  hos- 
pital is  poor  or  rich,  if  he  comes  in,  he  should  be 
taken  care  of.  As  far  as  I  am  concerned,  I  am 
going  to  do  my  utmost  to  see  that  the  poor  of  the 
city  are  going  to  be  taken  care  of  in  that  insti- 
tution. I  would  like  to  have  you  gentlemen  visit 
that  hospital  and  see  the  conditions  in  the  medical 
wards  and  in  the  Pavilion  of  that  hospital.  The 
people  there  are  neglected  because  the  city  cannot 
find  enough  money  to  pay  for  those  nurses  who 
are  working  on  the  outside  to  encourage  them  to 
come  back  to  the  hospital.  I  think  the  Mayor  of 
this  city  and  the  trustees  should  increase  the  nurses' 
salaries  at  the  institution  so  that  they  may  at 
least  bring  some  of  the  nurses  back  who  are  loyal 
to  it.  Never  mind  about  training  anybody  who 
does  not  know  anything  about  nursing.  Let  us 
increase  the  salaries  for  the  nurses  and  bring  those 
nurses  back  who  have  graduated  from  that  insti- 
tution. After  all,  some  of  those  girls  who  have 
gone  out  in  the  field  of  nursing  into  other  parts 
of  the  country,  would  like  to  work  at  the  City 
Hospital.  They  are  not  going  to  work  for  a  low 
salary.  There  are  people  in  that  institution  who 
have  been  in  the  hospital  for  the  past  15  or  16 
years  working  for  $18  and  $21  a  week.  One  of  the 
brain  trusters  in  the  hospital,  Dr.  Martin  English, 
suggested  they  have  nurses'  aides,  which  is  ridic- 
ulous. Can  you  imagine  being  a  nurse  and  break- 
ing in  an  aide  at  $27  or  $28  a  week?  The  nurse 
who  works  in  the  hospital  gets  $28  a  week.  I  will 
guarantee  you  if  the  nurses  in  that  hospital  have 
aides,  they  will  walk  out  of  the  institution.  I  hope 
through  this  order  and  through  anything  I  might 
say  which  might  be  for  the  best  interest  of  the 
nurses,  the  Mayor  in  his  wisdom  and  the  hospital 
trustees  will  take  care  of  the  situation.  So  far  as 
I  am  concerned,  there  will  be  no  trustee  in  that 
hospital  who  can  go  around  and  try  to  hamstring 
any  nurse  who  might  be  looking  to  benefit  herself. 
I  know  that  the  institution  is  bottled  up.  I  feel 
it  is  a  public  institution.  No  one  man  can  go 
around,  so  far  as  I  am  concerned,  and  run  it.  I  hope 
that  with  a  meeting  such  as  this  we  can  increase 
the  wages  of  the  nurses  in  the  hospital.  As  soon 
as  we  do,  we  are  going  to  make  it  feasible  for  some 
of  the  nurses  who  have  left  the  institution  to  come 
back.  It  is  not  too  much,  so  far  as  nurses  are 
concerned,  to  increase  them  a  couple  of  hundred 
dollars  a  year  or  $300  a  year.     They  have  done  a 
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good  job  in  that  institution.  I  dare  say  now  fiO  per 
cent  of  the  people  in  that  institution  are  paying 
their  way.  I  would  like  to  find  out  about  the 
financing  of  the  hospital.  What  are  they  taking 
in?  I  know  if  we  do  have  a  conference  with  the 
Mayor  and  the  hospital  trustees,  a  legitimate 
conference,  I  am  sure  we  can  find  ways  and  means 
of  increasing  the  nurses'  pay  and  the  pay  of  the 
employees  of  that  institution.  I  ask  for  suspension 
of  the  rule  and  passage  of  the  order. 

Coun.  HURLEY — Mr.  President,  a  lot  of  things 
the  man   who  introduced  the  order  has  said  are 
true.    I  will  not  go  as  far  as  he  did  in  stating  con- 
ditions in   the  hospital  are  that  bad.     I  do  not 
think  there  is  anyone — probably  a  few  other  coun- 
cilors here — who  visits  the  hospital  as  often  as  I  do, 
and  the  few  councilors  who  live  near  there  and  are 
handier  to  it  than  other  councilors.     I  think  the 
root  of  the  evil  in  this  particular  case  lies  solely 
in  the  School  of  Nursing.     At  the  present  time  I 
am  having  one  of  the  stenographers  draw  up  an 
order  for  the  Committee  on  Hospitals  asking  for  a 
survey  of  the  School  of  Nursing  in  the  Boston  City 
Hospital.     We  all  know  that  the  success  of  our 
School  of  Nursing  also  means  the  success  of  the 
City  Hospital.     I  think  the  City  Hospital  is  the 
greatest  hospital  in  the  country.     I  think  we  have 
the   greatest  staff   of   doctors  and   nurses  in   the 
country.    I  am  not  talking  in  numbers,  I  am  talk- 
ing about  ability.     They  are   wonderful.     It  has 
been   proven  strongly   the  last  five   or  six  years 
when  every  hospital  in  the  country  was  closing  up, 
ward  by  ward,  because  they  could  not  get  help. 
With  high  salaries  all   over  the   country  in   war 
industries,    our   hospitals   did   not   close   a   single 
ward  but  opened  up  wards  that  were  closed  to  take 
care  of  people,  the  needy  people  of  Boston.     But, 
as  I  said  before,  I  think  the  root  of  all  this  trouble 
lies  in  the  school.     We  have  had  a  lot  of  trouble 
in  this  particular  school.    It  is  nothing  new.    The 
old    members   sitting   here   before   me    remember 
when  Miss  Logan  was  brought  out  from  Chicago. 
She  brought  her  own  immediate  staff  along  with 
her.      They    organized    and    occupied    all    of    the 
prominent  positions  in  the  School  of  Nursing  which 
I  think  is  the  most  important  department  in  the 
Boston  City  Hospital.    On  her  resignation,  one  of 
her  favorite  children,  Miss  Bushy,  took  over.  After 
Miss  Bushy,  the  present  head,  Miss  Knox,  took 
over.      My   contention,    as   is   the   contention   of 
various  members  here,  is  that  we  should  have  a 
graduate  of  our  own  school  as  head  of  that  insti- 
tution in  that  particular  department.     We  know 
that  we  have  capable  nurses.     We  know  that  we 
have  had  capable  girls  with  college  degrees  that 
would  be  recognized  by  the  State  Board  of  Regis- 
tration.    It  has  always  been  the  cry,  "Well,  the 
girls  down  there  have  not  the  necessary  degrees  to 
be  recognized  by  the  State  and  National  Boards." 
But,  nevertheless,  it  has  been  proven  time  after- 
time  up  in  our  own  school  how,  in  the  Boston  City 
Hospital  we  have  graduate  nurses,  graduates  from 
our  school,  who  are  capable,  women  with  adminis- 
trative ability,   who  will  do  a  thorough  job,  not 
alone  because  of  the  position  they  are  in,  but  in 
their  feeling  for  the  school  they  graduated  from. 
As  the  councilor  stated,  things  may  be  bad,  but, 
listen,    councilors,   you   have   not  seen   anything. 
We   have   had  pretty   good  luck  in   the   hospital 
during  these  trying  times.     We  have  had  classes 
in  this  particular  school  three  times  a  year  ranging 
from  35  to  80  pupils.     Now  I  understand  that  does 
not  mean  that  we  get  35  or  80  nurses.     Sixty  per 
cent  of  the  nurses,  of  the  students  entering  that 
school,  do  not  graduate.     Forty  per  cent  or  less 
will.    I  have  been  given  to  understand  that  in  the 
last  school,  the  last  class  going  in  there,  13  nurses  . 
have   entered   the   School   of   Nursing.     Can   you 
imagine  13  nurses  in  an  institution  like  that?    We 
do  not  try  to  save  money  up  there.    We  have  been 
very  willing  to  spend  money  up  there  so  that  we 
will  have  the  best  in  the  Boston  City  Hospital. 
We  have  never  cut  one   cent  from  their  budget 
whether  it  is  the  School  of  Nursing,  maintenance, 
food  or  salaries,   the  budget  of  the  Boston  City 
Hospital  will  always  be  given  full  approval  by  the 
Boston  City  Council.     Of  that  class  of  13  we  will 
have  five  or  six  girls  who  will  finally  last  the  three 
years  out.    There  is  dissension  in  the  City  Hospital 
with  the  nurses.     As  has  been  stated,  they  have 
plans  now  because  they  cannot  get  nurses,  they 
are  going  to  hire  attendant  nurses.    I  do  not  think 
there   is   any   educational   qualification   for   these 
nurses,  these  attendant  nurses.     A  girl  going  into 
our  School  of  Nursing  has  to  have  at  least  the 
education  or  qualification  of  a  girl  attending  college 
for  two  years.     Here  is  the  way  it  works.     This 


class  of  13  girls,  the  whole  School  of  Nursing,  will 
b  e  sent  to  the  different  wards  to  work  under  the 
supervision  of  the  graduate  nurses.  In  their  tour 
of  duty,  working  with  these  nurses,  they  will  be 
told  they  can  go  down  to  the  five  and  ten  cent 
store  without  an  education  and  get  more  money 
than  they  can  by  attending  college  and  then  spend- 
ing three  years  of  hard  work  in  the  School  of 
Nursing.  It  is  difficult  training.  Of  course,  when 
these  young  girls  have  this  picture  painted  to  them, 
many  of  them  give  up.  They  say,  "What's  the 
use?"  When  they  started  in  there,  they  made  it 
their  life's  work  to  take  care  of  the  poor  and  the 
sick.  They  do  a  great  job.  Now  they  are  going 
to  bring  in  girls,  as  I  understand.  I  think  they 
are  going  to  get  more  than  the  councilor  stated. 
The  take-home  pay  for  a  nurse  is  $29.01.  The 
nurses  who  are  coming  in — I  do  not  mean  nurses, 
they  are  not  nurses,  they  are  nurses'  attendants 
or  assistants,  willing  to  work  under  the  supervision 
of  graduate  nurses — will  get  one  cent  less  per  week 
than  a  nurse  with  a  college  education  and  three 
severe  years  of  training  at  our  School  of  Nursing 
in  the  Boston  City  Hospital.  There  is  more  than 
that  to  it.  I  know  that  every  man  and  woman  who 
has  an  administrative  position  and  has  people 
under  them  have  their  door  open,  looking  for  sug- 
gestions or  criticisms  that  will  be  helpful  in  making 
their  particular  line  of  business  a  better  business* 
But  that  condition  does  not  exist  in  the  School  of 
Nursing  in  the  Boston  City  Hospital.  I  would 
like  to  have  any  one  of  you  members  call  up  the 
superintendent  or  go  to  her  office  tomorrow  morn- 
ing. Send  in  one  of  the  attaches  working  there  and 
say,  "I  would  like  to  see  Miss  Knox."  She  will 
go  in.     She  will  come  out  and  say,   "Miss  Knox 

•  says  you  should  write  a  letter  and  ask  for  an 
appointment."  Nurses  with  just  complaints  have 
written  letters  time  after  time.  They  have  never 
received  a  reply.  Nurses  who  are  sick  and  tired 
of  writing  will  call  her  on  the  telephone.  The 
nurse  is  told  very  sourly,  "Don't  bother  me,  I 
have  enough  to  do."  I  cannot  get  her  at  the  hos- 
pital. She  is  the  superintendent.  I  think  if  we 
could  have  a  meeting  and  have  the  records  for  the 
past  ten  years  on  attendance  of  the  classes  and  find 
out  how  many  graduates  there  are,  find  out  what 
the  fault  is  that  these  youngsters  are  not  completing 
their  training,  then  I  think  we  will  have  arrived 
at  the  seat  of  the  trouble.  I  think  that  can  be 
corrected.  Now,  Mr.  President  and  members  of 
the  Council,  I  think  this  is  really  important  for 
.-everyone  here.  The  City  Hospital  at  the  present 
time,  and  this  is  right  after  the  summer  months, 
supposedly  has  a  pretty  low  population.  It  starts 
next  month.  Your  hospital  population  will  in- 
crease every  day.  It  will  not  be  until  next  April 
that  there  will  be  a  dropping  off,  especially  so,  in 
the  medical  wards.  As  the  councilor  said,  they 
are  crowded  and  understaffed.  The  nurses  and  the 
help  in  the  hospital  are  overcrowded  and  over- 
worked. So  I  hope,  Mr.  President,  to  have  every 
member  of  the  Council  present  when  I  call  the 
meeting.  I  know  that  we  can  do  a  great  job.  It 
might  be  critical.  It  might  create  a  little  publicity. 
It  will  not  be  something  that  is  going  to  hurt  the 
hospital.  I  do  not  want  to  hurt  the  hospital  with 
bad  publicity.  As  I  stated  four  years  ago,  when 
one  of  the  councilors  got  up  here  and  made  the 
statement  that  we  had  horse  doctors,  I  disagreed 
with  that  councilor.  I  knew  it  was  a  personal 
matter.  I  knew  it  was  going  to  affect  the  people 
in  my  district.  It  did.  As  I  told  the  councilors 
later,  one  week  after  the  statement  was  made  on 
the  floor,  a  mother  brought  a  child  to  my  home. 
She  was  asking  how  she  could  raise  money  on  an 
insurance  policy  that  she  might  send  her  child  to  a 
private  hospital.  I  tried  to  convince  the  woman 
we  had  the  greatest  staff  of  doctors  in  the  country, 
and  we  have.  They  are  wonderful.  They  are 
great.  They  are  brilliant  men.  She  brought  out 
that  she  had  read  in  the  papers  that  we  had  horse 
doctors.  Of  course,  in  the  better  wards,  I  mean 
the  wards  better  off  financially  than  my  ward, 
people  can  afford  to  go  to  private  institutions  and 
hire  private  doctors.  I  knew  the  day  the  state- 
ment was  uttered  what  effect  it  was  going  to  have 
on  the  people  in  my  district.  I  think  I  represent 
one  of  the  poorest  financial  districts  in  the  city. 
I  knew  it  would  be  bad  in  my  ward,  and  it  was  bad. 
As  I  said  before,  I  do  not  want  to  hurt  the  hospital. 
I  do  not  want  to  hurt  its  reputation.  I  do  not  want 
it  brought  around  to  my  district  that  bad  con- 
ditions exist  there.  But  I  know  that  even  though 
we  do  get  a  little  criticism  and  we  might  get  a 

little  publicity,  I  know  that  in  the  end  it  is  going 


►03 


CITY     COUNCIL. 


to  bo  for  the  best.  I  am  tolling  you  once  again, 
gentlemen,  you  are  going  to  have  lots  of  headaches 
this  winter.  The  councilor  must  have  been  at  the 
hospital.  He  must  have  spoken  to  nurses  in  the 
hospital.  They  tell  me  the  same  thing.  If  they 
are  worth  only  $20.01  a  week  and  a  girl  without 
an  education  or  training  coming  in  is  worth  S29, 
it  is  time  to  give  up.  Industrial  corporations, 
private  hospitals,  government  hospitals,  will  pay 
tar  more  to  nurses  than  we  are  paying.  Of  course, 
they  have  to  leave  even  though  they  take  that  oath 
that  they  are  going  to  work  for  the  poor  and  the 
sick.  They  have  to  live.  They  have  to  eat.  They 
have  to  pay  their  room  rent  and  their  food  bills. 
They  have  to  buy  clothing.  They  are  entitled  to 
go  from  hospital  to  hospital  seeking  more  money 
and  better  conditions.  Mr.  President,  I  sincerely 
hope  that  the  councilors  will  let  me  know  what  will 
be  the  most  convenient  time  for  this  most  impor- 
tant hearing.  We  can  then  get  to  the  bottom  of 
this  thing.  As  I  stated  before,  I  think  all  of  the 
trouble  is  in  furnishing  nurses.  It  is  just  like  the 
minor  league  furnishing  the  major  league.  If  they 
have  no  players,  they  cannot  come  up.  If  we  have 
no  School  of  Nursing,  we  have  no  nurses.  I  have 
another  order  I  want  to  introduce  at  this  time.  It 
calls  for  a  survey  and  for  some  figures.  Pardon 
me,  I  will  withdraw  it.  There  is  a  motion  before 
the  Council.  I  will  wait  until  this  motion  is  passed. 
As  the  councilor  stated,  I  hope  it  is  passed  under 
suspension  of  the  rule. 

Coun.  HANNON— Mr.  President. 

President  KELLY — Talking  on  Councilor 
Scannell's  order. 

Coun.  HANNON— Yes,  Mr.  President.  For 
many  reasons,  personal  and  otherwise,  I  have 
great  respect  for  the  Boston  City  Hospital.  Like- 
wise, I  have  great  respect  for  the  two  previous 
speakers,  the  gentleman  from  Ward  6  (Councilor 
Scannell)  and  the  gentleman  from  Ward  8  (Coun- 
cilor Hurley).  But  I  really  believe  in  all  serious- 
ness that  the  gentleman  from  Ward  6  has  put  his 
finger  more  on  the  focal  point  of  the  shortcomings 
in  the  hospital  rather  than  the  gentleman  from 
Ward  8.  There  is  no  doubt  about  it.  The 
nursing  school  with  its  organization  must  enter 
into  any  consideration  we  extend  to  the  hospital. 
But  as  far  as  I  can  see,  the  whole  trouble  is  in  the 
management  of  the  hospital.  I  think  the  gentle- 
man from  Ward  8  even  in  his  argument  has  ad- 
mitted that.  He  said  that  this  year  there  are 
only  thirteen  scholars  in  the  class  of  nursing  at 
the  Boston  City  Hospital.  Why  aren't  there 
more?  What  effort  do  they  make  to  go  out  and 
induce  girls  who  have  a  calling  for  the  nursing 
profession  to  go  into  the  City  Hospital?  Cer- 
tainly the  pay  does  not  attract  them.  Whose 
fault  is  that?  It  is  not  the  fault  of  the  head  of 
the  School  of  Nursing.  I  do  not  know  her.  I 
have  no  brief  for  anybody  up  there.  Yet  it  is 
about  time  that  either  the  director  or  the  board 
of  directors  or  the  two  of  them  collaborated  and 
got  together  and  did  something  to  improve 
salaries  and  working  conditions  in  the  Boston  City 
Hospital.  I  had  a  man  who  had  a  temporary 
job  up  there.  The  fellow  was  up  against  it.  The 
ordinary  person  would  not  take  a  job  up  there. 
The  only  reason  you  go  to  work  up  there  is  because 
you  cannot  get  a  job  elsewhere.  You  can  be  a 
married  man  with  a  family  and  they  will  give  you 
a  job  at  $19.50  a  week.  You  would  be  almost 
better  off  on  the  welfare.  Yet  this  man  after 
going  to  work,  being  hired  and  assigned  a  job, 
worked  for  over  nine  weeks  and  could  not  get  a 
penny  of  his  pay.  There  was  something  wrong 
somewhere.  They  kept  tossing  him  around 
telling  him  the  Civil  Service  had  not  approved  it, 
this  or  that  requirement  had  not  been  met  with. 
I  sent  him  to  the  Civil  Service.  They  said  they 
had  never  received  notification  of  his  appointment. 
They  said  of  course  they  would  not  hold  up  the 
approval  of  his  pay.  He  was  entitled  to  it. 
There  is  a  man  with  a  family  who  worked  nine  or 
ten  weeks  without  a  penny  to  take  home.  Yet 
they  expect  people  to  go  up  there  and  do  a  good 
day's  work.  I  had  a  man  come  up  to  me  the  other 
night.  He  was  brought  in  to  the  City  Hospital 
with  a  fractured  ankle.  He  had  to  wait  to  be 
treated.  He  said  while  he  was  waiting  there  on 
one  leg  with  a  sprain  rather  than  a  fractured 
ankle,  they  called  him  in  to  hold  the  leg  of  a  child 
whose  knee  had  cracked  open  in  someway. 
There  was  no  help  there  at  work.  There  is  no 
help  because  there  is  no  pay.  The  ones  who  will 
not  recommend  pay  for  the  poorer  class  of  people 
are  drawing  very  good  salaries  themselves.  They 
take  care  of   that.     You   can   bet  the  office  em- 


ployees and  the  directors'  employees  and  the  ones 
who  work  right  under  the  directors,  you  can  bet 
your  sweet  life  they  are  getting  paid,  and  getting 
well  paid.  A  man  will  go  in  off  the  street  and 
look  for  a  job.  He  has  to  wait  around  all  day. 
Then  they  think  they  are  doing  him  a  favor  by 
asking  him  to  come  to  work  in  the  morning  for  a 
pittance  of  $15  or  $16  a  week.  If  he  complains, 
they  tell  him  he  can  walk  a  half  a  mile  and  get  a 
bowl  of  chow  that  goes  with  the  salary.  There  is 
something  wrong  in  the  hospital  all  right,  but  I 
laugh  when  they  tell  you  you  cannot  see  Miss 
Knox,  or  whatever  her  name  is.  Did  you  ever 
try  to  see  Dr.  Manary?  Talk  about  help  in  the 
hospital,  it  is  nothing  to  have  the  employees,  men, 
women  and  girls,  sit  outside  his  office  for  hours  at 
a  time.  They  will  tell  you  he  is  not  there.  You 
call  him  on  the  telephone.  They  want  to  know 
who  it  is.  If  you  are  friendly,  or  he  is  friendly 
disposed  towards  you,  he  will  talk  to  you.  When 
they  hear  the  name,  and  they  might  think  you 
are  going  to  find  fault,  you  cannot  talk  to  him  or 
see  him.  Go  up  there  any  time.  He  is  always 
around  the  hospital  on  his  duties.  I  have  gone 
around  the  hospital.  I  have  never  bumped  into 
him.  I  was  up  there  the  other  night  to  a  medical 
ward.  As  the  gentleman  from  Ward  6  (Councilor 
Scannell)  says,  they  certainly  are  overcrowded. 
I  am  not  certain  of  the  number  of  patients  in  the 
ward  proper,  but  I  think  there  were  19  on  cots  in 
the  middle  of  the  room,  and  on  beds  up  against 
the  walls.  There  was  only  one  nurse  on  that 
ward.  In  addition  to  the  patients  in  the  ward 
there  were  any  number  of  patients  in  private  and 
semi-private  rooms  on  the  same  floor.  That  girl 
was  doing  a  swell  job.  That  girl  is  doing  the 
best  any  girl  could  possibly  do.  But  it  is  asking 
too  much  of  any  human  being  to  ask  that  she  give 
proper  attention  to  each  patient  there.  You 
know  what  hospitals  are  like.  You  get  a  crank,  a 
chronic  complainer  and  a  poor  fellow  who  suffers 
without  opening  his  mouth.  It  is  impossible  for 
one  girl  to  take  care  of  that  many  patients  and  see 
that  each  one  is  administered  to  in  the  proper 
manner.  They  do  their  best.  Where  does  the 
fault  lie?  The  fault  lies  right  with  the  manage- 
ment. We  would  have  plenty  of  help  up  there  if 
the  salaries  were  commensurate  with  the  duties. 
There  would  be  plenty  of  help  if  they  got  paid  for 
the  work  they  do.  It  is  not  merely  on  the  hos- 
pital end  of  it.  Go  through  the  offices  and  see 
those  girls  who  do  the  stenography  and  typing 
and  the  social  workers.  What  do  they  get  for 
pay?  The  joke  of  it  all  is  that  if  there  is  an 
opening  in  some  other  Civil  Service  branch  of  the 
city,  if  there  is  a  chance  for  a  transfer  to  the  City 
Hall  or  the  School  Committee,  the  powers  that  be 
in  the  hospital  will  not  approve  it.  They  will 
oppose  it.  They  will  not  even  let  them  get  out  of 
there  once  a  poor  fool  is  foolish  enough  to  accept 
a  Civil  Service  job  in  the  Boston  City  Hospital. 
During  the  summer  months  there  are  no  Satur- 
days off  for  them.  If  the  help  here  gets  an  after- 
noon off  because  of  the  heat,  they  do  not  get  it. 
They  have  to  show  up.  Believe  me,  they  work, 
and  work  hard.  Yet  how  many  times  have  we 
here  ever  been  called  upon  or  asked  to  approve  an 
increase  for  the  help  in  the  hospital?  I  do  not 
believe  in  passing  the  buck.  There  is  a  board  of 
trustees  appointed  up  there.  It  is  their  job  to 
see  that  the  hospital  is  upheld,  that  the  hospital  is 
kept  up  to  the  high  standard  which  it  formerly 
held.  We  like  to  boast  about  it.  I  know  it  is 
great  to  say  we  have  the  best  doctors  in  the  world. 
Maybe  we  have.  I  imagine  they  measure  up  to 
the  doctors  in  every  other  hospital  or  any  other 
hospital.  I  tell  you  we  are  going  far  behind  in  the 
caliber  of  help  we  get  there,  whether  it  be  nurses 
or  clerical  help,  or  any  other  type  of  help.  The 
reason  why  we  are  going  behind  is  because  the 
authorities  up  there,  the  powers  that  be,  the 
director  and  board  of  trustees,  are  satisfied  to  sit 
back  and  not  ask  for  an  increase  in  the  salaries  of 
those  who  deserve  increases.  I  believe  now  as 
ever  a  fair  day's  work  demands  a  fair  day's  pay. 
The  gentleman  from  Ward  8  (Councilor  Hurley) 
has  said  that  this  Council  has  never  yet  refused 
a  dollar  to  the  Boston  City  Hospital.  That  is  true. 
I  do  not  think  we  did.  We  would  not  refuse  a 
dollar  to  the  Boston  City  Hospital.  If  that  is 
so,  then  why  don't  the  directors  of  the  hospital 
come  in  here  with  a  budget  sufficient  to  provide  a 
fair  living  wage  for  each  employee  of  the  hospital? 
The  nurses'  school  may  be  out  of  order.  There 
may  be  dissonance  and  dissension,  but  the  best 
way  to  improve  conditions  in  the  hospital  is  to 
offer    a    fair   living    wage.     Everybody    wants    to 
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work,  that  is,  everybody  who  is  normal  and 
natural.  But  when  they  go  to  work,  they  want 
to  work  some  place  where  they  can  work  up, 
where  they  can  get  a  salary  that  is  commensurate 
with  their  ability.  That  is  not  provided  now  at 
the  Boston  City  Hospital.  We  were  better  off  years 
ago  when  we  could  take  the  help  from  the  hospital 
after  a  few  years  of  working  there  and  put  them  on 
as  laborers  in  the  city.  They  looked  forward  to 
that  work.  They  worked  for  that.  But  even 
that  has  been  curtailed  and  has  been  stopped. 
While  I  know  the  directors  of  the  hospital  will  tell 
you  it  is  Civil  Service,  it  is  somebody  else,  yet  my 
cry  is:  Why  don't  they  fight  for  the  help  up  there? 
Why  don't  they  fight  to  improve  working  con- 
ditions, to  improve  the  salaries  of  those  em- 
ployees, regardless  of  their  rating,  who  work 
under  them?  Give  every  employee  of  the  hospital, 
regardless  of  classification,  whether  it  be  a  nurse, 
a  porter,  a  clerk  or  anybody,  give  him  a  fair  wage. 
You  will  get  fair  help.  Every  patient  in  the 
hospital  will  receive  fair  treatment. 

Coun.  KINSELLA — Mr.  President,  I  am  going 
to  make  an  earnest  plea  that  the  press  not  use 
the  first  part  of  my  statement.  It  is  about  a 
potential  amputation  of  the  leg  of  a  boy  who 
probably  suffered  neglect.  That  is  not  traceable 
to  anybody  but  to  his  own  misfortune.  I  do  not 
want  people  in  Charlestown  to  think  I  am  trying 
to  capitalize  on  such  an  unhappy  condition,  but 
after  listening  to  Councilor  Scannell,  I  am  minded 
to  think  perhaps  there  is  neglect  that  is  not 
directly  the  fault  of  any  personal  remissness  on 
the  part  of  hospital  workers.  I  think  it  is  due 
directly  to  the  fact  that  there  is  an  insufficiency  of 
help.  Three  weeks  ago  this  boy  was  taken  to  the 
hospital  with  a  crushed  foot.  Last  Thursday  he 
was  transferred  to  the  Boston  State  Hospital  as  a 
mental  case.  In  the  meantime,  under  the  eyes  of 
the  doctors,  mind  you,  gangrene  had  set  in.  This 
morning  when  I  called  the  Boston  State  Hospital, 
I  was  told  by  a  doctor  in  charge  of  the  case  out 
there,  the  physical  aspect  of  the  case,  that  he 
would  have  to  lose  his  leg  seven  inches  below  his 
knee.  Nothing  else  could  be  done  to  save  the 
boy's  life.  Now,  remember,  if  you  will,  that  on 
the  day  of  this  accident,  the  boy  was  immediately 
brought  into  the  hospital  suffering  from  a  crushed 
foot.  He  did  not  go  in  with  a ,  gangrenous  con- 
dition. It  developed  in  there  under  the  eyes  of 
the  doctor  and  the  nurses.  I  contend  it  is  obvious, 
and  I  am  not  a  medical  man,  that  there  must  have 
been  some  outward  indication  of  the  disease  inside 
that  leg.  It  appears  to  me  that  because  of  the 
fact  of  an  insufficiency  of  nurses  and  probably 
doctors,  that  condition  developed  to  a  point  now 
where  the  boy  not  only  is  a  mental  cripple,  but  he 
will  be  a  physical  cripple  for  the  rest  of  his  life. 
Nothing  can  be  done  to  avoid  it.  I  hope  the 
press  does  not  quote  it.  It  will  be  in  the  City 
Record.  From  this  point  on  the  press  can  quote 
as  freely  as  it  will.  One  of  the  worst  headaches  I 
have  to  contend  with  is  the  buttinsky  tactics  of 
the  social  workers.  Whoever  conceived  social 
service  ought  to  be  examined  and  put  into  the 
psychopathic  hospital  for  observation.  I  never 
met  a  more  inquisitive,  curious  group  than  the 
social  workers  for  whom  I  have  anything  but  a 
fondness.  I  am  tired  of  trying  to  assure  people 
night  after  night  at  home  and  in  here  that  their 
relatives  will  not  be  kicked  out  of  the  hospital  in 
spite  of  all  a  social  worker  said.  It  appears  to 
me  people  have  been  discharged  from  the  Boston 
City  Hospital  in  years  past,  and  more  particularly 
in  the  past  year,  because  of  the  help  shortage  than 
ever  before  in  the  history  of  the  institution. 
Because  of  the  shortage  of  help,  it  naturally 
means  it  is  imperative  to  get  out  when  able  to 
walk.  E\-erybody  here  who  serves  his  district 
has  had  these  experiences  in  many  instances.  It 
is  necessary  to  call  the  doctor  and  ask  if  the 
person  may  be  readmitted  because  of  a  bad  con- 
dition which  has  returned.  How  often  people 
come  to  my  home.  They  say,  "My  father  is  in 
such  a  ward  and  the  social  worker,  not  Dr.  Jones 
or  Nurse  Black,  but  the  social  Worker  says  he  has 
to  go  out  tomorrow.  If  we  do  not  come  over  and 
take  him,  they  will  send  him  home  in  a  police 
car."  I  have  had  instances  of  social  workers 
asking  elderly  people  if  they  intended  to  stay  in 
for  the  winter  in  order  to  eat  and  be  housed? 
Who  is  going  to  stop  that?  They  are  absolutely 
impervious  to  publicity.  They  are  absolutely 
immune  to  any  honest  criticism.  What  is  more, 
they  are  better  paid  than  the  nurses. 

The  order  was  passed  under  suspension  of  the 
rule. 


SURVEY     OF     CITY     HOSPITAL     SCHOOL 
OF   NURSING. 

Coun.  HURLEY  offered  the  following: 
Ordered,  That  his  Honor  the  Mayor,  together 
with  members  of  the  City  Council  Hospital  Com- 
mittee, be  requested  to  conduct  a  survey  of  the 
School  of  Nursing  at  the  Boston  City  Hospital  for 
the  purpose  of  ascertaining  the  cause  for  the 
decrease  in  the  number  of  students  enrolling  in 
said  school. 

Referred  to  the  Committee  on  Hospitals. 


CORRECTIONS  IN  MINUTES  OF  LAST 
MEETING. 

Coun.  CAREY— Mr.  President,  I  ask  unani- 
mous consent  to  have  some  corrections  made  in 
the  minutes  of  last  week's  meeting. 

President  KELLY — Hearing  no  objection, 
Councilor  Cai3y. 

Coun.  CAREY— Page  488,  line  37.  I  would  like 
to  have  the  word  "is"  for  the  word  "are,"  and 
the  last  word  "take"  changed  to  "give."  On  the 
forty-eighth  line  of  the  same  page,  I  would  like  to 
have  the  word  "from"  inserted  after  the  word 
"extent."  On  the  same  page,  on  the  twenty-first 
line  from  the  bottom  of  the  page,  I  would  like  the 
words  "a  dollar"  changed  to  "an  automobile." 
On  page  489,  the  twenty-eighth  line  from  the  top, 
I  would  like  to  have  the  word  "question"  changed 
to  "pressure." 

President  KELLY — Councilor  Carey  asks  the 
changes  be  made.  The  corrections  will  be  made 
in  the  record. 


HOUSING   ORDERS. 

Coun.  LINEHAN— Mr.  President,  a  point  of 
information.  I  wonder  if  the  President  of  the 
Council,  or  the  clerk,  would  see  to  it  that  the  two 
orders  pertaining  to  housing  are  brought  down  to 
his  Honor  the  Mayor  this  afternoon  so  that  they 
might  be  forwarded  to  the  Corporation  Counsel, 
one  of  my  orders,  and  the  other  order  forwarded 
to  the  State  Board  of  Housing  so  they  will  receive 
it  by  tomorrow  in  order  that  they  might  call  a 
meeting  this  week  so  that  veterans'  housing  might 
get  going.  I  want  to  make  sure  the  orders  are 
brought  down  for  action  today. 

President  KELLY — I  am  informed  nothing  can 
be  clone  with  the  order  until  we  adjourn  today. 
After  adjournment  they  will  go  down  there. 

Coun.  LINEHAN— The  clerk  will  see  to  it  they 
are  brought  down? 

President  KELLY — If  we  adjourn  in  time,  we 
will  see  they  are  brought  down  today. 


SCHOOL   GYMNASIA. 
Coun.  KEENAN  offered  the  following: 
Ordered,    That   his    Honor   the    Mayor   be   re- 
quested to  confer  with  the  School  Committee  for 
the  purpose  of  devising  ways  and  means  of  ob- 
taining the  necessary  money  to  open  the  gymnasia 
in  the  various  schools  throughout  the  city  for  the 
use  of  the  public  on  evenings  during  the  week. 
Passed  under  suspension  of  the  rule. 


SINCLAIR  PLACE  NOW  SINCLAIR  ROAD. 
Coun.  MADDEN  offered  the  following: 
Ordered,  That  the  Board  of  Street  Commis- 
sioners be  requested,  through  his  Honor  the  Mayor, 
to  change  the  name  of  Sinclair  place,  Ward  22,  to 
Sinclair  road. 

Passed  under  suspension  of  the  rule. 


INCREASED   LIGHTING   ON   CENTRE 
STREET. 

Coun.  McCORMACK  offered  the  following: 

Ordered,  That  the  Public  Works  Commissioner 
be  requested,  through  his  Honor  the  Mayor,  to 
increase  the  street  lighting  on  Centre  street,  Ward 
19,  from  Eliot  street  to  Arborway. 

Passed  under  suspension  of  the  rule. 


SWEATERS  FOR   SCHOOL 

ATHLETIC   TEAMS. 

Coun.  MADDEN  offered  the  following: 

Ordered,  That  his  Honor  the  Mayor  be  requested 

to  direct  the  Boston  School  Committee  to  provide 

in  the  budget  for  1947  the  sum  of  five  thousand 

dollars  to  be  used  for  the  purpose  of  purchasing 
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sweaters  to  be  suitably  decorated  with  the  school 
letter  or  emblem  ami  to  be  awarded  to  the  members 
of  various  athletic  teams  who  have  earned  their 
letters. 

Coun.  MADDEN — When  I  was  a  young  man 
contemplating  going  on  to  high  school,  there  were 
other  young  men  in  the  district  that  impressed  me 
very   much   as   being   great   fellows.      They    were 
boys  who  were  members  of  the  high  school  football 
teams  ahead   of   me,   on    the  various  high  school 
teams.      I  often   envied   the   boys   with   their  big 
black  and  red  sweaters  from  Latin  School,  the  boys 
with  the  B.C.  High  insignia,  and  my  own  beloved 
alma  mater,  Mechanic  Arts.     I  noticed  that  these 
young   men   who   toiled   so   hard   on   the   athletic 
teams  of   the  Various  high  schools  were  a  credit 
to  the  community.     I  also  noticed  very  rarely  did 
a  boy  who  paraded  around  town  with  his  new  high 
school  sweater  get  into  any  trouble.     It  seems  to 
me  that   the  City   of   Boston  is  penny-wise  and 
pound-foolish    when    they    come   to    setting  aside 
a  few  dollars  to  give  the  boys  of  various  high  schools 
in  the  city  a  sweater  instead  of  a  little  letter.     I 
can   remember   when   I   was  going  to   Mechanics 
that  we  broke  our  necks   to  make  that  football 
team  and  that  baseball  team.    I  can  also  remember 
we  had  high  school  football  and  baseball  champion- 
ships while  I  was  there.    As  the  years  have  gone  by, 
it  has  kind  of  irked  me  to  pick  up  the  papers  or 
go  to  a  high  school  football  game  around  metro- 
politan Boston.     You  go  over  here  to  Medford, 
Maiden,  Melrose,  Lynn,  Waltham,  and  Newton, 
and  you  will  see  these  people  at  a  football  game. 
Where  do  the  kids  in  Boston  have  to  play?     They 
are  lucky  if  they  are  permitted  into  the  big  local 
park.     Last  year  I  went  down  on  many  occasions 
to  watch  the  Brighton  High  School  football  team. 
I  am  sorry  to  say  that  the  playground  they  were 
prac  being  on  was  nothing  but  a  gravel  pit.     I  do 
not  know  whether  the  Park  Commissioner  is  to 
blame  for  that  or  not.     That  is  McKinney  Park 
in  Brighton  where  the  Brighton  High  School  teams 
practice  football.     I  do  not  know  the  condition  of 
other    fields    throughout    the   city.      It   certainly 
seems  to  me  the  city  should  make  some  provision 
to  give  the  various  high  schools  enclosed  parks  to 
which  the  high  school  authorities  could  charge  an 
admission   and  thereby  dig  up  a  little  kitty.      I 
have  talked  with  a  couple  of  coaches  in  the  high 
schools  of  Boston.    They  all  agree  that  they  think 
it  would  be  a  grand  thing  if  the  boys  had  the  in- 
centive to  work  a  little  harder  and  go  out  for  the 
various  football  teams  and  athletic  teams,  making 
their  letter,  and  then  be  suitably  awarded  with  a 
sweater.     I  think  everyone  will  notice  throughout 
the  various  districts  that  the  boys  who  have  made 
their  letter  in  the  various  high  schools  of  the  City 
of  Boston  rarely  get  into  any  trouble.     You  will 
find  the  boy  who  has  been  out  for  the  various  ath- 
letic teams  learned  discipline.    He  has  learned  self- 
control  and  teamwork.     Those  boys  are  the  leaders 
in  the  various  communities.    We  are  about  to  have 
another  Halloween.    For  some  reason  or  other  the 
kids  grab  that  occasion  to  raise  hell.     I  suppose 
we  all  played  a  little  when  we  were  kids.     I  never 
can  recall  tearing  down  property,  destroying  prop- 
erty.     It  seems  prevalent  today.      I   think  there 
would  be  less  juvenile  delinquency  along  that  line 
if  the  City  of  Boston  could  say  that  it  could  see  its 
way  clear  to  increase  the  school  budget  in  the  sum 
of  approximately  $5,000  to  give  these  boys  sweaters. 
I  think  you  will  find    in    the  junior   police   force 
throughout  the  city  boys  who  could  put  their  finger 
on  other  kids  bent  on  raising  Cain  and  getting  into 
trouble    and    say,"  Wait   a    minute,    it   is    wrong, 
fellows."    So,  Mr.  President,  I  move  you  that  the 
order  pass. 

The  order  was  passed  under  suspension  of  the 
rule. 


COLLECTION   OF   CERTAIN   BOSTON 

GARBAGE  BY  FARMERS. 
Coun.  MADDEN  offered  the  following: 
Ordered,  That  the  Public  Works  Commissioner 
and  his  Honor  the  Mayor  consider  the  proposal 
of  certain  farmers  of  the  Hudson,  Mass.,  area,  who 
offer  to  collect  and  truck  garbage  from  certain 
sections  of  Boston,  free  of  charge  to  the  city,  and 
to  invite  to  such  conference  August  G.  Bonazzoli, 
attorney,  of  Hudson,  Mass.,  who  represents  the 
farmers  interested  in  this  proposal. 

Coun.  MADDEN — There  are  many  things  we 
would  like  to  do  in  the  city  that  we  are  stymied 
on  because  of  the  lack  of  financing.  I  have  listened 
to  the  remarks  of  the  various  brother  councilors 
on  the  conditions  and  the  salaries  at  the  Boston 


City  Hospital.  I  heartily  agree  with  Councilor 
Hanrton  that  something  certainly  is  wrong  there. 
Where  the  fault  lies,  I  do  not  know.  But  I  think 
some  of  these  various  leaks  could  be  stopped  and 
we  would  have  more  money  to  give  sweaters  to 
the  high  school  kids,  to  pay  decent  salaries  in  the 
City  Hospital.  The  employees  of  the  City  Hospital 
get  the  lowest  salaries  of  any  people  throughout 
the  entire  country.  The  people  in  my  district  are 
irked  at  the  thought  of  the  city  having  to  pay 
almost  a  quarter  of  a  million  dollars  for  ash  and 
garbage  removal.  I  understand  there  are  some 
eleven  or  twelve  ash  and  garbage  removal  districts 
in  the  city,  and  that  the  total  cost  of  removing 
tliis  garbage  and  ashes  throughout  the  city  now 
runs  in  excess  of  $2,000,000.  I  do  not  know 
whether  the  city  fathers  —  we  are  the  city  fathers 
; —  and  the  other  departments  are  particularly 
interested  in  saving  money.  It  seems  to  me  there 
are  several  ways  in  which  we  can  save  a  lot  of 
money  on  this  one  particular  thing.  It  does  not 
make  sense  to  me  to  have  to  pay  $2,000,000  to 
remove  garbage  and  ashes  of  the  City  of  Boston. 
You  have  heard  a  lot  of  talk  lately  about  meat 
shortage  and  for  awhile  the  farmers  were  com- 
plaining about  their  inability  to  get  grain  and  other 
stuff  for  the  chickens.  Gentlemen,  there  is  a  way 
we  could  help  them  and  at  the  same  time  help  the 
city.  I  have  just  received  a  letter  from  a  Mr. 
August  G.  Bonazzoli,  an  attorney  at  law  at  Hudson, 
Massachusetts.     I  would  like  to  read  it  to  you. 

August  G.  Bonazzoli, 
Attorney  at  Law,  14  Main  Street, 

Hudson,  Mass.,  October  10,  1946. 
City   Councilor  Edward  C.  Madden,  Chairman  of 
Boston     Finance     Commission,     City     Hall, 
Boston,  Mass. 

Dear  Sir, — On  Friday,  October  4,  1946,  I  read 
an  article  contained  in  the  Boston  Globe  published 
for  that  day,  relative  to  the  garbage  disposal  of  the 
City  of  Boston. 

The  City  of  Somerville  has  let  the  contract  of 
garbage  disposal  to  individuals  who  furnish  trucks 
and  drivers;  the  city  furnishes  the  men  who  collect 
the  garbage  and  dump  it  into  the  trucks.  The 
city  pays  nothing  for  these  trucks  and  drivers 
because  the  truck  owners  utilize  the  garbage  for 
the  feeding  of  swine  on  farms  as  far  away  as  30 
miles.  It  therefore  costs  the  city  only  the  pay 
of  its  employees. 

I  understand  that  the  collection  of  the  garbage 
of  the  City  of  Boston  is  given  out  to  various 
collectors  on  contracts;  that  these  collectors 
gather  the  garbage  and  bring  it  to  a  certain  central 
point  where  it  is  then  handled  by  Coleman  Brothers 
Company  who  carry  it  on  scows  to  city-owned 
property  on  Spectacle  Island  for  the  sum  of 
$414,000  yearly;  that  the  amount  paid  to  the 
various  contractors  who  collect  the  garbage  in  the 
various  districts  of  the  city  runs  into  many  more 
thousands  of  dollars. 

With  the  present  scarcity  of  grain  and  meat, 
there  is  a  crying  need  for  garbage.  Garbage  from 
the  City  of  Somervllle  as  before  stated  is  presently 
feeding  hundreds  and  hundreds  of  swine.  I  under- 
stand that  there  is  between  100  and  150  tons  of 
garbage  daily  that  is  wasted  under  your  present 
system ;  that  the  quality  of  this  garbage  is  as  good 
as  the  average  and  could  be  utilized. 

I  also  understand  that  most,  if  not  all,  of  the 
garbage  collectors  for  the  various  districts  of  your 
city  allow  farmers  to  collect  certain  areas  covered 
by  their  contract;  that  they  pay  nothing  to  these 
farmers  for  so  doing;  that,  in  certain  instances, 
the  farmers  furnished  a  truck  and  driver  and  the 
garbage  collector  furnished  the  men  for  collection; 
that  since  the  price  of  pork  increased  as  it  is  now, 
the  farmers  collect  their  entire  routes,  furnishing 
both  men  and  trucks  for  so  doing  at  a  great  saving 
to  the  garbage  collector.  I  also  understand  that 
the  Brighton  district  of  the  City  of  Boston  is 
almost  wholly  collected  by  farmers  free  of  charge. 
Why  could  not  the  City  of  Boston  be  divided  into 
districts;  the  city  furnish  the  men  for  garbage 
collection  and  certain  individuals  furnish  the 
trucks  and  drivers  free  of  charge.  The  truck 
owners  would  haul  the  garbage  out  of  the  city 
and  there  would  be  no  need  for  garbage  disposal 
by  barges.  This  in  itself  would  be  a  tremendous 
saving. 

I  represent  a  man  who  is  willing  to  furnish  two 
trucks  and  drivers  free  of  charge  if  he  were  given 
a  certain  area  from  which  he  could  utilize  the 
garbage.  He  could  also  furnish  more  trucks  and 
drivers  if  he  were  guaranteed  the  right  to  such 
garbage  over  a  period  of  not  less  than  5  years. 
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He  is  willing  to  furnish  a  surety  company  bond 
for  the  faithful  performance  of  bis  part  of  the 
bargain.  He  informs  me  that  there  are  in  his 
opinion  enough  farmers  who  could  guarantee 
trucks  and  drivers  under  bonded  contracts  to 
carry  away  all  of  the  garbage  of  the  City  of  Boston 
in  this  manner.  The  way  it  is  now,  the  City  of 
Boston  pays  much  money  to  dispose  of  garbage 
by  wasting  it,  which  would  be  otherwise  disposed 
of  for  nothing  and  at  the  same  time  utilized  to 
produce  pork. 

Please  let  me  know  as  soon  as  possible  if  you 
would  care  to  speak  with  or  interview  one  or  more 
farmers,  who  would  be  interested  in  the  proposition 
as  I  have,  in  a  general  way,  outlined,  it.  Also,  if 
you  would  like  me  to  send  a  copy  of  this  letter  to 
any  other  person  connected  with  your  city  gov- 
ernment at  this  time,  I  would  be  glad  to  do  so. 
Very  truly  yours, 
August  G.  Bonazzoli. 

Coun.  MADDEN — I  wrote  to  Mr.  Bonazzoli 
and  suggested  he  get  his  powder  dry,  and  that  this 
week  I  would  introduce  the  letter  and  see  if  we 
could  probably  start  the  ball  rolling  in  some  way 
to  cut  down  the  tremendous  cost  of  garbage 
disposal.  I  have  just  received  a  second  letter 
from  Mr.  Bonazzoli  who  tells  me  there  is  no 
question  about  the  fact  of  his  powder  being  dry. 
Many  farmers  are  willing  to  do  this  work  and  to 
put  up  bonds  for  the  faithful  performance  of  the 
work.     In  his  second  letter  he  says  this: 

August  G.  Bonazzoli. 
Attorney  at  Law,  14  Main  Street, 

Hudson,  Mass.,  October  17,  1946. 
Honorable  Edward  C.  Madden,  Councilor  of  the 
City  of  Boston,  Council  Chamber,  City  Hall, 
Boston,  Mass. 

My  dear  Mr.  Madden, — I  acknowledge  receipt 
of  your  letter  to  me  dated  October  15,  1946,  and  I 
have  just  finished  interviewing  the  man  who  was 
willing,  in  the  previous  letter,  to  furnish  two  trucks 
with  drivers,  free  of  charge,  if  he  were  given  a 
certain  area  from  which  he  could  utilize  the  garbage. 

During  the  conversation  he  mentioned  other 
men  who  would  be  interested.  Farmers  who  are 
now  obtaining  garbage  from  collections  in  outlying 
cities  and  towns  would,  no  doubt,  be  interested  in 
like  manner. 

I  am  willing,  as  you  have  requested,  to  explain 
the  proposition  and,  if  you  think  fit,  I  will  bring 
this  man  with  me,  who  has  already  done  some 
collecting  in  your  Brighton  district.  I  know  of 
another  farmer  who  is  now  collecting  in  the 
Brighton-Allston  district. 

I  am,  however,  to  make  it  plain,  interested  in 
the  utilization  of  the  garbage  in  the  City  of  Boston 
in  general  and  the  obtaining  of  a  source  of  garbage 
for  my  client  in  particular.  There  comes  to  mind, 
however,  the  question  that  this  client  of  mine,  who 
is  willing  to  go  out  and  interview  farmers  and  start 
the  ball  rolling,  so  to  speak,  should  be  given  a 
preferential  rating  in  the  Brighton-Allston  dis- 
trict, if  anything  should  develop  along  these  lines. 

Please  let  me  know  how  you  feel  about  this,  and 
also  if  you  think  that  we  should  interview  farmers 
that  would  be  interested  at  this  time.  You  may  be 
assured  that  there  would  be  no  promises  made  but 
just  the  information  given  to  ascertain  how  many 
would  be  interested  and  how  many  trucks  and 
drivers  could  be  mustered. 

In  the  meantime,  if  you  have  any  suggestions, 
please  let  me  hear  from  you. 

Very  truly  yours, 
August  G.  Bonazzoli. 

Coun.  MADDEN— This  is  interesting.  The ' 
fellow  who  collects  the  garbage  in  our  section  gets 
$17,000  a  month.  Now  I  understand  through  the 
authority  of  this  gentleman  it  does  not  cost  him  a 
cent  to  pick  up  the  garbage  and  the  swill.  These 
other  people  are  doing  it  free.  I  wonder  if  the 
gentlemen  who  pick  up  the  garbage  and  are  being 
paid  to  do  so  return  the  money  to  the  city?  $17,000 
a  month  is  a  lot  of  money.  These  people  who  are 
willing  to  pick  up  the  garbage  are  not  a  fly-by- 
night  outfit.  They  will  save  the  city  thousands 
of  dollars  and  put  up  a  surety  bond  to  guarantee 
their  faithful  performance  of  their  work.  I  have  not 
any  quarrel  with  any  contractor  but  since  we  are 
spending  $2,000,000  in  ash  and  garbage  removal, 
I  have  not  any  doubt  the  contractor  in  the  Brighton- 
Allston  district  is  vey  nicely  disposing  of  his 
garbage  at  no  cost  to  himself,  and  the  city  in  turn 
is  apparently  paying  him  for  it.  This  matter 
should  be  looked  into.  Here  is  an  attorney  who 
represents  a  group  of  men  who  are  willing  to  take 


over  this  work  and  cut  down  the  cost  of  it  con- 
siderably, probably  saving  the  city  as  much  as 
$1,000,000  a  year.  If,  as  this  gentleman  says,  a 
friend  of  his  is  collecting  the  garbage  in  Brighton 
and  Allston,  I  do  not  see  why  the  City  of  Boston 
should  continue  to  pay  the  contractor  who  has 
the  contract.  In  other  words,  the  gentleman  who 
has  the  contract  in  Brighton  and  Allston  continues 
to  draw  $17,000  every  single  month  from  the 
City  of  Boston  for  this  particular  chore.  As  this 
letter  suggests,  he  is  not  doing  the  work  at  all. 
There  is  another  man  doing  the  work,  but  he  is 
getting  the  money.  That  is  one  of  the  many 
leaks  that  might  well  be  stopped.  I  think  the 
money  we  could  save  on  some  of  these  garbage 
contracts  certainly  could  be  utilized  to  buy  sweaters 
for  the  high  school  boys  and  in  addition  to  pay 
decent  salaries  to  our  City  Hospital  employees. 
I  say  now  the  city  school  teachers  are  after  more 
money.  I  think  they  are  entitled  to  it,  but  I  also 
think  in  fairness  to  all,  if  a  survey  was  made  of  the 
salaries  paid  to  some  city  employees,  it  would  shock 
every  fairminded  person  in  the  City  of  Boston. 
I  have  a  good  friend  of  mine  who  has  been  working 
for  three  years  in  the  City  of  Boston,  in  the  Public 
Library,  as  the  elevator  operator.  He  is  getting 
the  princely  salary  of  $30  a  month.  I  think 
perhaps  the  trouble  lies  in  the  fact  that  the  Boston 
city  employees  are  poorly  organized.  If  they  did 
belong  to  some  labor  union  or  get  on  the  ball  in 
some  way  they  would  get  a  decent  salary  perhaps. 
We  can  help  them  get  decent  salaries  if  we  would 
stop  some  of  these  terrible  gravy-train  contracts 
that  help  nobody  but  the  individual  contractors. 
I  realize  contractors  are  a  necessary  evil.  They 
are  the  boys  who  finance  most  of  the  campaigns. 
'  I  have  not  any  doubt  but  what  the  contractors 
were  very  nicely  taken  care  of  in  this  administra- 
tion. If  I  am  not  mistaken,  the  Mayor  announced 
his  predecessor  in  office  had  signed  a  contract 
with  each  one  of  the  men  who  had  the  contracts 
in  the  various  districts,  hiking  the  overall  cost  to 
approximately  $2,000,000.  Mr.  President,  I 
suggest  the  order  ought  to  pass,  and  the  matter  be 
referred  to  the  Executive  or  some  other  committee. 
The  order  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
Public  Works  and  Street  Commission. 


RECESS. 

On  motion  of  Councilor  Moriarty,  the  Council 
voted  at  4.20  p.  m.,  to  take  a  recess  subject  to  the 
call  of  the  Chair.  The  members  reassembled  and 
were  called  to  order  by  President  KELLY  at  4.30 
p.  m. 


EXECUTIVE   COMMITTEE   REPORTS. 

Coun.  FISH,  for  the  Executive  Committee, 
submitted  the  following: 

Report  on  order  (referred  today)  that  Traffic 
Commissioner  be  requested  to  install  "Slow"  signs 
at  1585  Centre  street,  Ward  20 — recommending 
reference  to  Committee  on  Public  Safety. 

Report  on  order  (referred  today)  that  Traffic 
Commissioner  be  requested  to  install  automatic 
traffic  signals  at  intersections  of  Manthorne  road 
and  Centre  street  and  of  La  Grange  street  and 
Centre  street — recommending  reference  to  the 
Committee  on  Public  Safety. 

Report  on  order  (referred  today)  that  Traffic 
Commissioner  be  requested  to  install  "Stop" 
signals  at  eleven  Ward  20  intersections — recom- 
mending reference  to  the  Committee  on  Public 
Safety. 

The  reports  were  accepted,  and  the  orders  were 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  Public  Safety. 

Coun.  KINSELLA— Mr.  President,  on  that 
matter  there  is  a  hearing  Thursday  at  half  past  ten 
on  Councilor  Bryan's  orders.  I  would  like  the 
Clerk  of  Committees  to  be  instructed  to  invite  all 
the  councilors  and  the  Traffic  Commissioner  to  be 
there. 


ROXBURY   DAY   CELEBRATION. 

Coun.  MORIARTY— Mr.  President,  I  ask 
unanimous  consent  to  make  a  statement. 

President  KELLY — Hearing  no  objection, 
Councilor  Moriarty. 

Coun.  MORIARTY— Mr.  President,  I  would 
like  to  incorporate  in  the  minutes  of  the  meeting 
two  historic  messages,  one  a  brief  history  of  the 
settlement   of   Roxbury  in   1630    and   the   other 
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a  proclamation  by  the  Governor  of  the  Common- 
wealth about  Roxbury,  on  October  26  of  the  year 
1946.  Gentlemen  of  the  Council,  1  would  like- 
wise  like  to  read  an  invitation  to  participate  in 
Roxbury  Day.  Capt.  John  .1.  Sheehan_  invites 
!  ou  lo  participate  in  the  hundredth  anniversary 
of  the  settlement  of  Roxbury  as  a  city.  A 
mammoth  celebration  will  take  place  at  Old 
Roxbury  High  Fort  ou  Fort  avenue  ou  Saturday. 
October  26,  1946,  from  one  to  two  o'clock. 
The  committee  cordially  invites  the  President  and 
members  of  the  Boston  City  Council  to  be  present 
on  this  memorable  occasion  and  participate  with 
them  in  honoring  the  glorious  history  of  good  old 
Roxbury. 

President  KELLY — If  there  is  no  objection,  the 
documents  will  be  included  in  the  minutes  of  the 
meeting. 

The  documents  were  as  follows: 

Roxbury  Day  Celebration  Committee. 

Roxbury,  Mass. 

The  President  and  Members  of  the 

Boston  City  Council,  City  Hall, 

Boston,  Mass. 

Since  the  founding  of  Boston  in  1630,  the  many 
generations  of  the  past,  as  well  as  those  of  the 
present,  look  with  pleasure  every  year  in  cele- 
brating some  event  of  historic  interest  which  took 
place  during  the  long  years  of  her  existence. 
Among  the  foremost  of  these  are  the  celebration 
of  the  Battle  of  Bunker  Hill  in  Charlestown  on 
June  17  and  the  Evacuation  of  Boston  by  the 
British  troops  on  March  17  and  many  more  less 
important  ones  familiar  to  our  citizens. 

Roxbury,  now  a  part  of  the  Cits'  of  Boston, 
settled  by  the  English  colonists  in  1630,  has 
almost  been  forsaken  during  her  long  years,  not- 
withstanding her  part  played  both '  in  time  of 
peace  and  war  for  State  and  Nation. 

However,  the  dawn  of  resurrection  to  a  new  life 
is  now  about  to  break  upon  the  horizon  and  soon 
Roxbury  will  once  more  arise  from  obscurity  and 
appear  in  all  her  glory,  so  dear  to  her  sons  and 
daughters,  who  claim  her  as  their  birthplace. 

This  year,  the  noble  sons  and  daughters  of  Old 
Roxbury  are  now  celebrating  two  of  the  most 
outstanding  dates  in  her  long  years  of  existence. 

The  most  prominent  one  is  that  of  its  founding, 
which,  by  decision  of  the  Third  Court  of  Assistants 
is  September  28,  1630,  and  the  other,  that  of 
March  25,  1846,  when  Old  Roxbury  threw  off 
the  cloak  of  township  and  became  a  city  in  her 
own  right  with  her  great  seal  of  incorporation. 

Thus  she  will  once  more  take  her  place  with 
other  parts  of  Boston  in  bringing  before  the  world 
her  place  which  she  so  rightfully  inherits  and  her 
contribution  to  the  great  City  of  Boston. 

In  honor  of  these  two  historical  dates,  His 
Excellency,  Maurice  J.  Tobin,  Governor  of  the 
Commonwealth  of  Massachusetts,  has  set  forth 
his  proclamation  which  reads  as  follows: 


The  Commonwealth  of  Massachusetts, 
Executive  Department, 
State  House,  Boston. 

For  more  than  three  centuries  the  history  of  the 
Commonwealth  of  Massachusetts  has  been  en- 
riched by  the  outstanding  achievements  of  the 
people  of  Roxbury. 

The  list  of  distinguished  Roxbury  citizens 
includes  many  of  the  most  illustrious  names  in  the 
annals  of  Massachusetts.  Among  these  are  the 
names  of  nine  of  our  early  Governors.  Notable 
too,  is  Roxbury's  record  of  initiative,  courage,  and 
leadership  in  the  successful  effort  to  establish  the 
independence  of  the  United  States  of  America. 

Thus  in  a  letter  to  Harrison  Gray  Otis,  General 
William  Heath  declared:  "The  first  company  of 
Minute  Men  raised  in  America  in  1775  pre- 
paratory to  the  defense  of  their  inalienable  rights 
and  liberties,  was  raised  in  this  Town  (Roxbury) 
and  that  company  distinguished  itself  in  the 
battle  on  the  19th  of  April." 

That  same  spirit  of  intense  patriotism  has 
characterized  the  people  of  Roxbury  in  every 
generation.  Each  conflict  in  which  our  nation 
has  been  engaged  has  seen  Roxbury  sending  more 
than  its  share  of  sturdy  sons  to  the  defense  of  their 
country.  In  the  recent  world  war,  that  proud 
record  was  enhanced  by  the  magnificent  achieve- 
ments of  Roxbury  men  on  every  fighting  front  as 
well  as  by  the  devoted  service  of  the  women  of 
the  district  in  the  auxiliaries  of  the  Army,  the 
Navy,  and  the  Marine  Corps,  as  well  as  in  the 
Nursing  Corps. 

In  tribute,  therefore,  to  a  community  which  is 
celebrating  the  316th  anniversary  of  its  founding, 
and  the  centennial  of  its  establishment  as  a  city, 
I,  Maurice  J.  Tobin,  Governor  of  the  Common- 
wealth of  Massachusetts,  do  hereby  proclaim  as 

Roxbury   Day, 

Saturday,  September  28,  1946, 

and  I  respectfully  request  that  the  occasion  be 
marked  by  ceremonies  paying  honor  to  a  pro- 
gressive, patriotic,  God-fearing  community  of 
which  the  entire  Commonwealth  is  justly  proud. 

Given  at  the  Executive  Chamber  in 
Boston,  this  twenty-fifth  day  of 
September  in  the  year  of  our  Lord, 
[Seal. |  one  thousand  nine  hundred  and 
forty-six  and  of  the  Independence  of 
the  United  States  of  America,  the 
one  hundred  and  seventy-first. 

By  His   Excellency   the   Governor,   Maubice   J. 
Tobin. 
F.  W.  Cook,  Secretary  of  the  Commonwealth. 


God 


Save    the     Commonwealth 
Massachusetts. 


Adjourned,  on  motion  of  Councilor  Chase,  at 
4.35  p.  m.,  to  meet  on  Monday,  October  28,  1946, 
at  2  p.  m. 
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CITY  OF  BOSTON. 


Proceedings  of  City  Council. 


Monday,  October  28,  1946. 

Regular  meeting  of  the  City  Council  held  in  the 
Council  Chamber,  City  Hall,  at  2  p.  m.,  President 
KELLY  in  the  chair.    Absent,  Councilor  Russo. 

The  meeting  was  opened  with  the  salute  to  the 
Flag.  

RAFTS  AT  CITY  POINT  PUBLIC  LANDING. 

The  following  was  received: 

City  of  Boston, 
Office  of  the  Mayor,  October  28,  1946. 
To  the  City  Council. 

Gentlemen, — I  transmit  herewith  communica- 
tion from  the  Chairman  of  the  Board  of  Park 
Commissioners,  in  reply  to  your  order  dated  Oc- 
tober 14,  1946,  to  arrange  to  have  some  rafts 
fastened  to  the  Public  Landing  at  City  Point  in 
order  that  they  may  be  available  for  persons  who 
desire  to  use  them  during  the  fishing  season. 
Respectfully, 
James   M.   Cueley,   Mayor. 

City  of  Boston, 
Park  Department,  October  19,  1946. 
J.  Joseph  Connors, 

Chief  Clerk,  Mayor's  Office. 
Dear  Sir, — I  have  your  memorandum  of  October 
17,  with  inclosure,  order  from  the  City  Council 
requesting  this  department  to  arrange  to  have  some 
rafts  fastened  to  the  Public  Landing  at  City  Point 
in  order  that  they  may  be  available  for  persons  who 
desire  to  use  them  during  the  fishing  season. 

Please  be  informed  that  the  few  rafts  we  have 
in  the  department  are  now  being  repaired,  after 
the  summer  season,   and  it  will  take  at  least  a 
month  or  two  before  they  would  be  available. 
Very  truly  yours, 
William  P.  Long,  Chairman. 
Placed  on  file. 


LIGHTING   FACILITIES,    HARTVALE   AND 
DALE  STREETS. 
The  following  was  received: 

City  of  Boston, 
Office  of  the  Mayor,  October  28,  1946. 
To  the  City  Council. 

Gentlemen, — I  transmit  herewith  communica- 
tion from  the  Commissioner  of  Public  Works  in 
reply  to  your  order  of  October  7,  1946,  to  provide 
additional  lighting  facilities  on  Hartvale  and  Dale 
streets,  Ward  18. 

Respectfully, 
James  M.  Cukley,  Mayor. 

City  of  Boston, 
Public  Works  Department, 
October  21,  1946. 
Mr.  J.  Joseph  Connors, 

Chief  Clerk,  Mayor's  Office. 
Dear  Sir, — I  return  herewith  order  in  City 
Council  that  the  Commissioner  of  Public  Works 
provide  additional  lighting  facilities  on  Hartvale 
and  Dale  streets,  Ward  18,  and  this  will  advise 
you  the  Lighting  Service  of  the  Public  Works 
Department  will  have  a  survey  made  of  these 
streets  with  a  view  to  improving  conditions,  pro- 
viding same  is  necessary  and  conditions  permit. 
Very  truly  yours, 

Robert  P.  Cueley, 
Commissioner  of  Public  Works. 
Placed  on  file. 


CHANGING   NAME   OF   SINCLAIR   PLACE. 

The  following  was  received: 

City  of  Boston, 
Office  of  the  Mayor,  October  28,  1946. 
To  the  City  Council. 

Gentlemen, — I    transmit   herewith    communica- 
tion from  the    chairman  of   the   Board    of   Street 


Commissioners  in  reply  to  your  order  of  October  21 , 
1946,  to  change  the  name  of  Sinclair  place,  Ward  22, 
to  Sinclair  road. 

Respectfully, 
James  M.  Curley,  Mayor. 

City  of  Boston, 
Board  of  Street  Commissioners, 

October  25,  1946. 
Mr.  J.  Joseph  Connors, 

Chief  Clerk,  Mayor's  Office. 
Dear  Sir, — In  the  matter  of  the  inclosed  order  of 
the  City  Council  requesting  that  the  name  of 
Sinclair  place,  Ward  22,  be  changed  to  Sinclair 
road,  would  say  that  this  street  is  a  private  way  and 
the  Board  of  Street  Commissioners  has  no  juris- 
diction as  to  changing  its  name. 

Very  truly  yours, 
Charles  E.  Manion,  Chairman. 
Placed  on  file. 


SALE     OF     LAND     TO     JOHN     HANCOCK 
MUTUAL   LIFE   INSURANCE   COMPANY. 

The  following  was  received: 

City  of  Boston, 
Office  of  the  Mayor,  October  28,  1946. 
To  the  City  Council. 

Gentlemen, — I  submit  herewith  an  order  for 
the  sale  of  4,703  square  feet  of  land  situated  on  the 
northerly  side  of  Veterans  of  Foreign  Wars  Park- 
way, West  Roxbury,  to  the  John  Hancock  Mutual 
Life  Insurance  Company  for  the  sum  of  $200. 

I  am  informed  by  the  Chairman  of  the  Park 
Commissioners  that  this  piece  of  land  is  no  longer 
required  for  park  purposes,  and  I  am  also  informed 
that  this  particular  parcel  of  land  is  within  an  area 
in  which  the  John  Hancock  Company  are  to  build 
a  large  housing  project  extending  through  from 
Brookline  to  West  Roxbury. 

In  my  opinion,  and  in  view  of  the  fact  that  the 
city  has  no  immediate  use  for  this  small  parcel  of 
land,  I  believe  it  should  be  sold  to  the  John  Han- 
cock Company  in  order  that  that  organization  may 
proceed  with  all  assistance  toward  the  completion 
of  its  housing  project. 

I  recommend  the  passage  of  the  accompanying 
order. 

Respectfully, 
James  M.  Cueley,  Mayor. 

City  of  Boston, 
Park  Department,  October  23,  1946. 
Hon.  James  M.  Curley, 

Mayor  of  Boston. 
Dear  Mr.  Mayor, — I  am  inclosing  herewith  an 
order  which  I  request  to  be  placed  before  the  City 
Council  at  its  next  meeting  on  Monday,  October 
28,  1946. 

This  order  is  drawn  so  that  the  City  Council  of 
the  City  of  Boston  may  authorize  the  sale  of  a 
parcel  of  land,  situated  on  the  Veterans  of  Foreign 
Wars  Parkway,  to  the  John  Hancock  Mutual  Life 
Insurance  Company. 

I  am  forwarding  to  you  the  original  and  four 
carbon  copies. 

Very  respectfully  yours, 
William  P.  Long,  Chairman. 

Whereas,  The  City  of  Boston  owns  in  fee  a 
certain  parcel  of  land  containing  approximately 
four  thousand  seven  hundred  three  (4,703)  square 
feet  of  land  situated  on  the  northerly  side  of 
Veterans  of  Foreign  Wars  Parkway  at  the  junction 
of  Farmington  road  in  the  West  Roxbury  district 
of  the  City  of  Boston.  The  City  of  Boston  ac- 
quired title  to  this  parcel  of  land  by  the  foreclosure 
of  a  tax  deed  by  a  decree  of  the  Land  Court  dated 
June  30,  1944,  in  case  No.  24109  T.  L.;  and 

Whereas,  By  an  order  of  the  City  Council 
passed  April  23,  1945,  and  approved  by  the  Mayor 
of  the  City  of  Boston,  May  2,  1945,  this  parcel  of 
land  was  transferred  to  the  care,  custody,  manage- 
ment and  control  of  the  Park  Department  for 
playground  purposes;  and 

Whereas,  The  Board  of  Park  Commissioners  of 
the  City  of  Boston  have  declared  that  this  parcel 
of  land  is  no  longer  required  for  playground 
purposes;  and 

Whereas,  John  Hancock  Mutual  Life  Insurance 
Company  desires  to  purchase  said  parcel  of  land 
for  its  proposed  housing  development;  now, 
therefore,  it  is  hereby 
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Ordered,  That  his  Honor  the  Mayor  of  the 
City  of  Boston  be,  and  he  hereby  is,  authorized  in 
the  name  and  behalf  01  the  City  of  Boston  to  sell 
at  private  sale  to  the  John  Hancock  Mutual 
Life  Insurance  Company,  a  corporation  organized 
and  existing  under  the  laws  of  the  Commonwealth 
of  Massachusetts,  for  the  sum  of  two  hundred 
dollars  ($200),  all  the  City  of  Boston's  right,  title 
and  interest  in  and  to  said  parcel  of  land,  herein- 
after described,  and  to  execute  and  deliver  a  deed 
thereof  satisfactory  in  form  to  the  Law  Department 
of  the  City  of  Boston. 

Said  parcel  of  land  is  bounded  and  described  as 
follows: 

Southerly  by  the  northerly  side  line  of  Veterans 
of  Foreign  Wars  Parkway,  thirty-five  (35.00)  feet; 
westerly  by  the  easterly  side  line  of  Veterans  of 
Foreign  Wars  Parkway,  twenty-eight  (28.00)  feet; 
northerly  by  Farmington  road,  one  hundred 
(100.00)  feet;  easterly  by  lands  now  or  formerly 
of  John  Hancock  Mutual  Life  Insurance  Company, 
fifty  (50.00)  feet;  southeasterly  by  other  lands 
now  or  formerly  of  John  Hancock  Mutual  Life 
Insurance  Company,  seventy-three  (73.00)  feet, 
containing  approximately  four  thousand  seven 
hundred  three  (4,703)  square  feet  of  land,  more  or 
less. 

Said  parcel  of  land  and  all  of  said  measurements 
are  shown  on  a  plan  marked  "W.  P.  A.  Project, 
Assessors  Plan,  Ward  20,  PT  —  Blocks  86B  — 
86E  — PT,  BLK.  86 J,  Scale  1  Inc.  =  30  ft.,  T.  B. 
Kenney,  C.  E.,  December  1931."  The  original  of 
said  plan  is  on  file  in  the  office  of  the  Board  of 
Assessors,  City  Hall,  Boston,  Massachusetts. 

Referred  to  Committee  on  Public  Lands. 


OPINION     OF     LAW     DEPARTMENT     RE 
PROPOSED     LOAN     FOR     VETERANS' 
HOUSING. 
The  following  was  received: 

City  of  Boston, 
Office  of  the  Mayor,  October  28,  1946. 
To  the  City  Council. 

Gentlemen, — I  transmit  herewith  communica- 
tion from  Corporation  Counsel  of  the  Law  Depart- 
ment in  reply  to  your  order  of  October  21,  1946, 
requesting  his  opinion  concerning  a  proposed  loan 
order  under  St.  1946,  c.  372. 

Respectfully, 
Jambs  M.  Corley,  Mayor. 

City  of  Boston, 
Law  Department,  October  28,  1946. 
Hon.  James  M.  Curley, 

Mayor  of  Boston. 

Dear  Mr.  Mayor, — You  have  transmitted  to  me 
the  order  adopted  by  the  City  Council  on  October 
21,  1946,  concerning  a  proposed  loan  order  under 
St.  1946,  c.  372,  wherein  my  opinion  is  requested 
"in  regard  to  whether  or  not  the  below-mentioned 
order  fulfills  all  of  the  legal  technicalities  under 
chapter  372  of  the  Acts  of  1946,  and  also  whether 
or  not  it  is  legal  under  the  City  of  Boston  Charter 
for  the  City  Council  to  initiate  said  order  next 
Monday,  October  28,  1946,  if  the  State  Board  of 
Housing  makes  said  declaration  of  emergency  on 
housing  for  Veterans  of  World  War  II  and  their 
families." 

To  eliminate  various  difficulties  which  would 
arise  upon  the  adoption  of  a  loan  order  in  the 
exact  form  of  the  draft  appended  to  the  order 
requesting  my  opinion,  I  suggest  that  the  loan 
order  be  in  the  following  form: 

Ordered,  That  under  authority  of  chapter  372 
of  the  Acts  of  1946  entitled  "An  Act  to  Provide 
Housing  for  Veterans  of  World  War  II,"  the  sum 
of  ten  million  dollars  ($10,000,000)  be,  and  the  same 
hereby  is,  appropriated  to  meet  expenses  necessary 
for  carrying  out  section  six  of  said  chapter,  and 
that  the  City  Treasurer  be,  and  hereby  is,  author- 
ized to  issue,  from  time  to  time,  upon  request  of 
the  Mayor,  bonds,  notes  or  certificates  of  indebted- 
ness of  the  City  of  Boston  to  said  amount. 

The  City  Council  may  properly  originate  a  loan 
order  in  the  foregoing  form  at  its  meeting  today 

Provided  that  after  appropriate  proceedings  the 
tate  Board  of  Housing  has  determined  that  an 
acute  shortage  of  housing  exists  in  the  City  of 
Boston;  that  veterans  are  unable  to  obtain  shelter 
for  themselves  and  their  families  regardless  of 
their  ability  to  pay  for  the  same ;  that  this  shortag 
is  not  being  relieved  by  the  ordinary  operations 
of  private  enterprise  and  that  it  is  unlikely  that 


it  will  be  relieved  within  a  reasonable  period  of 
time;  and  that  for  such  reasons  a  condition  of 
public  exigency,  emergency  and  distress  exists  in 
the  City  of  Boston,  which  can  be  relieved  only  by 
action  of  the  City  of  Boston  under  St.  1946, 
o.  372,  s.  6. 

Respectfully, 
Joseph  A.  Scolponeti, 
Corporation  Counsel. 
Placed  on  file. 


$10,000,000  LOAN,  VETERANS'  HOUSING. 

Coun.  LINEHAN— Mr.  President. 

President  KELLY — For  what  purpose  does  the 
gentleman  rise? 

Coun.  LINEHAN— May  I  at  this  time  ask  for 
suspension  of  the  rule  and  ask  for  action  on  this 
order  we  are  going  to  file  if  I  get  suspension  of  the 
rule? 

President  KELLY — Councilor  Linehan  moves 
suspension  of  the  rule  in  order  to  introduce  an 
order. 

The  rule  was  suspended. 

Coun.  LINEHAN  offered  the  following: 

Ordered,  That  under  authority  of  chapter  372 
of  the  Acts  of  1946  entitled  "An  Act  to  Provide 
Housing  for  Veterans  of  World  War  II"  the  sum 
of  ten  million  dollars  ($10,000,000)  be,  and  the 
same  hereby  is,  appropriated  to  meet  expenses 
necessary  for  carrying  out  section  six  of  said 
chapter,  and  that  the  City  Treasurer  be,  and  hereby 
is,  authorized  to  issue,  from  time  to  time,  upon 
request  of  the  Mayor,  bonds,  notes  or  certificates 
of  indebtedness  of  the  City  of  Boston  to  said 
amount. 

Coun.  LINEHAN — Mr.  President,  may  I  also 
ask  if  you  can  please  ascertain  whether  or  not  we 
have  fifteen  votes  present  in  the  Chamber? 

President  KELLY — I  will  ring  the  bell,  coun- 
cilor. 

Coun.  LINEHAN— Thank  you. 

President  KELLY — Councilor,  if  you  want  a 
further  suggestion,  you  may  amend  the  rule  to 
pass  under  suspension  of  the  rule  so  that  it  can  be 
voted  on  later. 

Coun.  LINEHAN — I  would  like  to  postpone 
action  on  this  until  later  in  the  session  when  I 
believe  fifteen  votes  will  be  present.  I  make  that 
in  the  form  of  a  motion. 

Action  was  postponed. 


TRANSFER   OF  APPROPRIATIONS 
BETWEEN   DEPARTMENTS. 
The  following  was  received: 

City  of  Boston, 
Office  of  the  Mayor,  October  28,  1946. 
To  the  City  Council. 

Gentlemen, —  The  inclosed  requests  for  transfer 
of  appropriations,  together  with  the  accompany- 
ing orders,  are  forwarded  for  consideration  and 
adoption  by  your  Honorable  Body. 

Respectfully, 
James  M.  Curley,  Mayor. 

Ordered,  That  in  accordance  with  the  provisions 
of  section  3B  of  chapter  486  of  the  Acts  of  1909, 
as  amended  by  chapter  604  of  the  Acts  of  1941, 
the  City  Auditor  be,  and  hereby  is,  authorized  to 
transfer: 

From  the  appropriation  for  City  Planning 
Board,  $2,000,  to  the  appropriation  for  Public 
Buildings  Department,  $2,000. 

Ordered,  That  in  accordance  with  the  provisions 
of  section  3B  of  chapter  486  of  the  Acts  of  1909, 
as  amended  by  chapter  604  of  the  Acts  of  1941, 
the  City  Auditor  be,  and  hereby  is,  authorized  to 
transfer: 

From  the  appropriation  for  Public  Buildings 
Department,  $504,  to  the  appropriation  for 
County  Buildings  Department,  $504. 

Referred  to  the  Executive  Committee. 


COMMUNICATIONS  FROM  STATE  BOARD 
OF  HOUSING. 

Notice  was  received  from  the  State  Board  of 
Housing  of  public  hearing  to  be  held  in  Council 
Chamber,  City  Hall,   on  Friday,   October  25,  at 
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3  p.  m.,  to  determine  if  housing  shortage  for  vet- 
erans exists  which  would  warrant  relief  by  the 
City  of  Boston. 

Notice  was  received  of  resolution  passed  October 
25,  1946,  by  State  Board  of  Housing  determining 
that  an  acute  shortage  of  housing  exists  in  the 
City  of  Boston  which  can  be  relieved  only  by  action 
of  the  City  of  Boston  under  section  6  of  chapter  372 
of  the  Acts  of  1946. 

Severally  placed  on  file. 


BOSTON  ELEVATED  TRACK  LOCATIONS. 

Notice  was  received  from  the  Board  of  Street 
Commissioners  of  locations  granted  Boston  Ele- 
vated Railway  Company: 

Relocation  of  double  track  on  Brighton  avenue, 
Brighton,  connecting  with  double  track  west  of 
Commonwealth  avenue  and  east  of  Harvard  ave- 
nue, being  112th  location. 

Relocation  of  double  track  on  Columbus  avenue, 
Roxbury,  south  of  Centre  street,  being  113th 
location. 

Severally  placed  on  file. 


HEARING   ON  GAS  RATES. 

Notice  was  received  from  the  Department  of 
Public  Utilities  of  hearing  to  be  held  December  3 
at  10.30  a.  m.,  on  petition  of  the  Boston  Con- 
solidated Gas  Company  for  increase  in  heating 
rates. 

Placed  on  file. 


PETITIONS   REFERRED. 

The  following  petitions  were  received  and  re- 
ferred to  the  committees  named,  viz.: 

Claims. 

Annie  Artenstein,  for  refund  on  milk  and  ice 
cream  license. 

Frank  J.  Burne,  to  be  reimbursed  for  execution 
issued  against  him. 

Herman  and  Lillian  Carp,  for  compensation  for 
injuries  and  damage  to  property  caused  by  an 
alleged  defect  in  Blue  Hill  avenue. 

Catherine  L.  Clark,  for  compensation  for  dam- 
age to  car  by  car  of  Weights  and  Measures  De- 
partment. 

James  Demas,  for  compensation  for  damage  to 
car  by  city  garbage  wagon. 

Vera  Gillespie,  for  refund  on  second  hand  deal- 
er's license. 

William  H.  Hickey,  for  compensation  for  eye- 
glasses broken  at  City  Hospital. 

James  E.  Lydon,  to  be  reimbursed  for  accident 
which  occurred  caused  by  an  alleged  defect  in 
street  at  3,694  Washington  street. 

Walter  C.  Mackie,  to  be  reimbursed  as  result  of 
accident  which  occurred  while  in  performance  of 
duty. 

Helen  J.  Willhauck,  for  compensation  for  in- 
juries caused  by  an  alleged  defect  at  32  Spring 
Park  avenue. 

Walter  J.  Kelley,  for  compensation  for  injuries 
caused  by  being  struck  by  door  in  pressroom, 
City  Hall. 


INCREASED  PAYMENTS  TO  CERTAIN 
WIDOWS  AND  DEPENDENTS  OF  CITY 
EMPLOYEES  OR  OFFICIALS. 

Coun.  LANE,  McCORMACK,  BRYAN, 
CANTWELL,  MADDEN,  KELLY  offered  the 
following: 

Resolved,  That  the  City  Council  of  the  City  of 
Boston  hereby  favors  the  enactment  of  legisla- 
tion to  permit  any  political  subdivision  of  the 
Commonwealth  to  pay  to  the  widow  or  dependents 
of  any  employee  or  official  of  such  subdivision  a 
sum  of  money  equal  to  the  annual  wage  of  such 
deceased  employee  or  official,  said  payment  to 
be  paid  during  such  time  as  the  widow  remains 
unmarried,  or  until  such  time  as  the  dependents 
have  reached  the  age  of  eighteen,  or  have  died  if 
such  dependents  are  the  father,  mother,  sister  or 
brother  of  the  deceased;  provided,  however,  that 
said  deceased  employee  or  official  was  killed  or 
died  from  an  injury  in  the  performance  of  duty, 
and  provided,  further,  that  the  medical  board 
authorized  under  existing  laws  certifies  that  said 


death  has  occurred  within  one  year;  and  that  said 
death  is  the  natural  or  proximate  result  of  an 
injury  or  accident  received  in  the  performance  of 
duty. 

Coun.  LANE — Mr.  President,  every  law- 
abiding  citizen  of  the  City  of  Boston  and  of  the 
Commonwealth  of  Massachusetts  and  every  in- 
dividual reading  his  local  newspaper  in  every 
city,  town  and  hamlet  in  New  England  was 
shocked  to  learn  recently  that  in  the  performance 
of  his  hazardous  duty  Sergeant  Healey,  a  Medal 
of  Honor  winner,  of  the  Boston  Police  Depart- 
ment was  slain  by  bandit  fire.  The  citizens  of 
Boston  were  aroused  to  the  point  where  a  public 
subscription  fund  was  immediately  started  under 
the  jurisdiction  and  guidance  and  direction  of 
Col.  Thomas  F.  Sullivan,  Police  Commissioner  of 
Boston.  The  fund  ran  for  approximately  three 
weeks.  I  was  in  direct  communication  with 
Colonel  Sullivan  this  morning  at  police  head- 
quarters. I  have  learned  officially  that  the  amount 
reached  the  staggering  sum  of  $39,000,  a  sum 
which  will  be  administered  and  directed  and  dis- 
pensed without  charge  by  a  voluntary  move  on 
the  part  of  the  Old  Colony  Trust  Company  of 
Boston.  Two  days  after  the  tragic  loss  of  Sergeant 
Healey,  a  married  man,  the  father  of  two  minor 
children,  we  were  again  shocked  to  learn  of  two 
young  firemen,  one  of  them  twenty-nine  years  of 
age  and  one  twenty-eight,  whose  lives  were  snuffed 
out  by  asphyxiation  at  an  unimportant  fire  in  a 
fur  establishment  on  Chauncy  street  in  downtown 
Boston.  Both  of  these  firemen,  one  a  provisional 
appointee  and  not  a  regular  recognized  member  of 
the  Fire  Department,  served  for  over  four  years  on 
the  battlefields  of  Europe.  Each  came  home  with- 
.out  a  scratch,  to  lose  their  lives  shortly  thereafter 
while  performing  their  usual  heroic  service  in  the 
employment  of  the  City  of  Boston  Fire  Depart- 
ment. We  all  know  that  it  is  customary  for  the 
generous  people  of  Boston  to  start  public  funds. 
It  is  nothing  more  than  public  charity  to  provide 
adequate  funds  for  the  bereaved  individuals  of 
these  gallant  men.  The  introduction  of  this 
resolution  today  is  done  for  the  purpose  of  elimi- 
nating all  such  public  subscriptions  hereafter. 
Arrangements  have  already  been  completed  by 
your  speaker  with  Charles  D.  Driscoll  of  the 
Twenty-first  Suffolk  District,  and  he  will  within 
48  hours  file  this  bill  in  the  Great  and  General 
Court  of  this  Commonwealth.  We  all  know  how 
emotional  we  feel  when  we  pick  up  our  great 
metropolitan  dailies  and,  from  time  to  time  — 
thank  God,  it  is  not  too  frequent  —  read  of  in- 
dividuals, public  servants,  who  have  sacrificed 
their  lives..  They  have  made  the  supreme  sacrifice 
by  their  devotion  because  of  their  great  exposure 
in  their  normal  line  of  service.  Seated  in  the 
gallery  up  there  today  are  two  women  so  bereaved . 
One  is  the  widow  of  Police  Officer  Reiser,  a  mounted 
officer  in  1918,  who  was  shot  and  instantly  killed 
by  bandit  fire  near  Fenway  Park  in  Boston.  The 
other  woman  at  her  side  in  the  gallery,  and  I  now 
look  at  her,  is  the  widow  of  Charlie  Deininger,  a 
Boston  police  officer,  shot  and  killed  in  a  garage 
in  Chelsea  in  1919.  Those  two  women,  bereaved 
by  the  loss  of  their  heroic  husbands,  received  the 
munificent  —  I  emphasize  with  sarcasm  the  word 
I  have  chosen  —  the  munificent  sum  of  $700  a 
year  for  many  years.  That  was  all  they  received, 
until  recently  the  amount  was  increased  to  $1,000 
per  annum.  In  1936  or  1937  —  I  am  subject  to 
correction  —  then  serving  as  a  Representative 
from  East  Boston,  was  the  present  Clerk  of  the 
District  Court  in  that  community,  Billie  Barker, 
who  introduced  a  bill,  an  act,  to  pay  the  widows  of 
all  such  heroic  men  their  full  salary  as  long  as  the 
widow  shall  live  and  remain  unmarried,  or  to  the 
mother  or  other  dependents,  if  single.  The 
Legislature  on  Beacon  Hill  at  that  time,  in  1936 
or  1937,  made  a  compromise  agreement  where 
they  raised  the  ante  from  the  then  existing  $700 
per  annum  to  $1,000.  It  took  those  two  noble 
widows  in  the  gallery  just  exactly  nine  years  before 
they  were  raised  from  $700  to  the  now  existing 
$1,000.  The  increase  came  about  because  of  the 
same  Charles  D.  Driscoll,  who  then  introduced  the 
bill  on  Beacon  Hill.  Now  there  have  been  other 
orders  which  apparently  are  going  to  be  intro- 
duced here  today.  I  went  to  the  honorable  City 
Clerk  —  and  he  can  subscribe  to  the  fact  as  being 
true  — ■  two  weeks  ago  and  asked  him  to  draft  an 
order  or  resolution,  as  he  saw  fit,  to  cover  such  an 
instance.  The  Boston  Post  came  out  last  Saturday 
with  a  story  on  the  front  page,  featuring  such  a 
move  as  progressive  and  saying  it  would  be  intro- 
duced in  the  Council  today,  although  no  names 
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were  mentioned  in  the  Boston  Post,  Yesterday 
Governor  Tobin  came  ou1  with  a  statement  to  the 
press  that,  ii  and  when  elected  and  taking  office 
next  January  for  his  second  term,  one  of  his  Erst 
i  ill  acts  will  be  to  incorporate  the  introduction 
of  smli  an  onlrr.  He  came  out  on  the  radio  yester- 
ila\  wiili  the  same  thought,  I  know  the  City 
Clerk  will  bear  me  out.  I  went  to  him  two  weeks 
ago  with  this  idea,  and  today  on  this  Council  floor 
four  other  individuals  have  grouped  together  with 
another  similar  bill,  not  as  complete  as  the  one 
which  is  presented  now,  and  extending  protection 
only  to  the  bereaved  members  of  the  families  of 
firemen  and  policemen.  There  is  no  question  in 
my  mind  that  other  councilors  in  this  chamber 
here  today  have  prepared  and  arc  now  ready  to 
offer  other  such  proposals.  I  felt  in  fairness  to 
every  member  of  the  Council,  for  whom  I  have  a 
personal  high  regard,  that  all  should  share  equally 
in  this  great,  forward  step.  I  have  referred  this  to 
President  Kelly  and  Councilors  Bryan,  Cantwell, 
and  McCormack.  They  have  all  concurred  with 
my  thought.  Therefore,  Mr.  Clerk,  I  wish  you 
would  include  every  one  of  the  22  members  of  this 
Council  as  the  originators  of  this  idea.  All  I 
want  to  do  is  to  underscore  the  families  who 
deserve  recognition.  The  personal  reward  means 
nothing  to  me,  but  it  means  a  lot  to  each  councilor 
here  to  be  able  to  go  to  his  people  and  his  con- 
stituents next  year,  and  point  with  justifiable 
pride  to  this  resolution.  Now,  when  this  fund 
collected  for  Sergeant  Healey's  family,  in  excess 
of  $39,000,  was  established  —  I  wish  to  make  my 
point  clear  this  money  was  not  turned  over  to  his 
widow  and  his  two  dependent  children.  The  Old 
Colony  Trust  Company  of  Boston  will  administer 
the  fund.  A  certain  amount  will  be  earmarked 
for  the  eventual  education  of  his  two  now  minor 
children.  It  will  be  necessary  for  that  woman  to 
draw  only  a  stipulated  sum  each  month.  Under 
our  plan  here,  every  city  and  town  in  the  Common- 
wealth of  Massachusetts,  when  the  bill  is  enacted 
on  Beacon  Hill  in  the  1947  session,  will  benefit 
by  it.  In  the  City  of  Boston  it  will  cover  everyone 
from  the  Mayor  down.  In  every  town  it  will 
cover  everyone  from  the  board  of  selectmen  down. 
Whether  appointed  or  elected,  every  person  in  the 
employment  of  the  city  or  town  which  is  in  this 
Commonwealth  will  be  covered.  When  enacted 
into  law,  the  full  salary  will  be  the  grant  in  each 
case,  and  not  an  administrative  fund.  It  will  be 
a  direct  payment.  I  hope  this  passes  under  sus- 
pension of  the  rule. 

The  resolution  was  passed  under  suspension  of 
the  rule. 


INFORMATION    RE    DRAFTING    BILL    TO 
PROVIDE   PAYMENT   TO   WIDOWS   OF 
CERTAIN   CITY   EMPLOYEES,   ETC. 
Coun.  KINSELLA  offered  the  following: 
Ordered,  That  the  Corporation  Counsel,  through 
his  Honor  the  Mayor,  be  requested  to  inform  the 
City  Council  whether  or  not  steps  have  been  taken, 
as  recently  requested,  to  draft  a  bill  for  presenta- 
tion to  the  1947  Legislature,  providing  an  annuity 
of  81,500  for  the  wives  and  $360  per  year  for  each 
child  under  eighteen  years  of  age,   of  policemen, 
firemen   and   other   city   employees   who   may   be 
eligible  who  are  killed  in  the  performance  of  their 
duties. 

Coun.  KINSELLA — Mr.  President,  two  weeks 
ago  this  morning  I  received  an  unsigned  letter 
from  a  lady  who  described  herself  as  the  widow  of 
a  fireman.  Apparently  she  had  no  children, 
because  in  the  note  she  stressed  the  impossibility 
of  getting  along  on  $1,000  a  year  as  an  annuity. 
So  I  concluded  from  that  that  the  lady  was  child- 
less. She  asked  if  something  might  be  done  to 
increase  the  stipend.  Under  date  of  October  14, 
two  weeks  ago  today,  I  introduced  an  order  which 
was  passed  under  suspension  of  the  rule,  by  which 
his  Honor  the  Mayor  was  requested  to  instruct  the 
Corporation  Counsel  of  the  City  of  Boston  to  draft 
legislation  for  consideration  for  the  1947  Legis- 
lature that  would  permit  the  City  of  Boston  to 
change  the  amount  of  annuity  payable  to  the 
widows  of  firemen  and  policemen  from  the  present 
$1,000  to  $1,500,  and  to  change  the  present 
allowance  of  $200  to  children  under  the  age  of 
eighteen  to  $300.  There  was  a  slight  technical 
mistake  in  the  last  part  of  the  order.  The  chil- 
dren's figure  is  $260.     Since  an  increase  would  be 


on  the  basis  of  at  least  $100,  the  other  figure 
should  have  been  $360.  Today,  in  offering  this 
order,  I  am  trying  to  make  the  correction  in  the 
matter  of  the  technicality.  In  keeping  with  City 
Councilor  Lane's  remarks  on  the  public  necessity 
of  taking  care  of  the  families  of  policemen  and 
firemen  and  others  who  lose  their  lives  in  the 
interest  of  the  city,  it  might  be  well  to  say  that 
the  policemen  and  firemen  of  Boston  at  best  are 
underpaid.  If  I  had  arbitrary  power  in  the 
matter,  I  would  break  down  the  present  pay 
structure  of  our  city  employees  and  pay  them  a 
figure  more  commensurate  with  the  hazards  of 
their  profession.  When  we  look  back  at  the 
police  and  firemen  stationed  in  Boston  or  any 
other  place  in  the  Commonwealth,  we  are  faced 
with  an  inescapable  fact.  First  of  all,  those  men 
must  qualify  by  standards  which  they  have  abso- 
lutely no  hand  in  setting.  They  must  be  of  good 
character.  They  must  be  in  good  health.  They 
must  be  of  a  certain  age  and  no  older.  And  yet 
many  of  them,  within  a  very  few  years  of  their 
appointment,  forfeit  everything  in  the  interest  of 
the  city  which  pays  them  little  better  than  an 
office  boy's  salary.  I  have  always  been  extremely 
doubtful  of  the  validity  of  some  of  the  actions  of 
the  Retirement  Board  in  presuming  to  think  a 
man  who  forfeits  his  health  in  the  interest  of  the 
city  must  of  necessity  run  up  against  all  sorts  of 
artificially  created  obstacles  when  seeking  either  a 
pension  or,  in  the  case  of  his  widow,  when  she 
seeks  an  annuity.  I  do  not  know  why  they  offer 
such  resistance.  It  appears  to  me  that  legislation 
is  long  overdue  that  would  ease,  in  some  measure 
at  least,  the  economic  condition  of  families  left 
behind  these  dead  or  crippled  firemen,  policemen, 
and  others.  I  have  an  idea,  Mr.  President,  that 
the  terms  of  the  order  just  read  are  probably  as 
generous  as  the  Legislature,  if  it  authorizes  any- 
thing, will  authorize.  My  order  reads  $1,500  for 
the  widow  and  $360  for  each  child.  In  the  event 
that  the  lady  has  no  children,  she  will  be  paid  at 
the  rate  of  $125  a  month,  twelve  months  of  the 
year.  If  there  is  one  child,  the  $360  will  hardly 
be  enough  to  support  the  average,  active,  normal 
child  today.  If  there  are  two  or  three  or  four 
children,  all  under  the  age  of  eighteen,  it  means 
that  her  total  annual  benefit,  if  that  is  what  we 
call  it,  will  far  exceed  the  annual  earnings  of  the 
husband  at  his  maximum,  had  he  lived.  I  think 
we  are  very  much  interested  in  what  happens  to 
these  families  of  the  men  after  they  die.  Many  of 
these  men  are  cut  down  before  they  are  thirty. 
Others  are  cut  down  at  the  time  when  they  can 
enjoy  their  families,  with  no  adequate  compensa- 
tion whatever.  One  thing  we  must  avoid.  Every- 
body in  here  who  is  cognizant  of  legislative  pro- 
cedure will  agree  with  me  that  we  cannot  present 
to  the  Legislature  a  bill  that  they  will  not  accept, 
which,  because  of  the  generosity  of  its  provisions, 
may  result  in  something  up  there  by  the  committee 
being  rewritten,  so  that  all  the  good  benefits  are 
struck  out.  Anyone  who  has  served  in  the 
Legislature  will  tell  you  the  trick  is  to  offer  no 
more  than  they  will  accept.  In  this  instance,  I 
think  that  the  terms  of  the  order  just  read,  which 
is  in  some  respects  a  correction  of  the  order  of  two 
weeks  ago  today,  is  probably  as  much  as  the 
legislators  will  grant.  We  do  not  know  that  they 
will  grant  that.  It  seems  to  me  by  the  time 
January,  February,  March,  and  April  roll  around, 
at  which  time  the  committees  of  the  Legislature 
will  hear  these  various  bills,  all  of  the  excitement, 
all  of  the  sorrow,  all  of  the  sadness  inflicted  on 
these  families  will  have  been  forgotten  by  all  but 
their  families.  Then  it  will  be  a  hard-headed, 
commercial,  political  proposition.  So  that  I 
caution  in  the  interest  of  the  people  we  are  trying 
to  help,  I  caution  a  little  prudence.  Let  us  not  ask 
them  for  something  they  may  not  give  and  which 
may  result  in  a  revision  of  the  terms  of  the  bill  to 
such  an  extent  that  any  increased  benefits  will  be 
hardly  noticeable.  If  that  statement  is  given  due 
consideration,  you  may  be  sure  they  will  give  it 
due  consideration  on  Beacon  Hill,  even  if  we  do 
not.  Then  all  of  our  efforts  here  will  have  been  in 
vain,  unless  we  can  decide  that  what  we  send  up 
there  is  the  best  that  we  can  get.  In  any  case, 
Mr.  President,  I  would  like  to  offer  my  personal 
condolences  to  the  families  of  the  two  boys  who 
were  cut  down  in  early  manhood  and  to  the 
families  and  survivors  of  all  city  employees  who 
have  given  their  lives  in  the  past  and  who  were 
never  adequately  compensated  therefor. 

The  order  was  passed  under  suspension  of  the 
rule. 
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REPORT   OF   COMMITTEE   ON   LICENSES. 

Coun.  SCANNELL,  for  the  Committee  on 
Licenses,   submitted    the   following: 

1.     Report  on  petitions  for  driveway  openings: 

Samuel  Katz  (referred  October  14)  at  Main  and 
Henley  streets,  Ward  2. 

Dorothy  U.  Cronin,  92  Spring  street,  Ward  20 
— recommending  that  permits  be  granted  under 
usual   conditions. 

Report  accepted;  permits  granted  under  usual 
conditions. 


PAYMENT  OF  SUM  TO  WIDOWS  OF 
PATRICK  J.  CADY  AND  WARREN 
E.    BARNARD. 

Coun.  SCANNELL  and  MADDEN  offered 
the  following: 

Ordered,  That  the  Corporation  Counsel  be 
requested,  through  his  Honor  the  Mayor,  to  pre- 
pare legislation  favoring  the  payment  of  $2,500,  or 
more,  to  the  widows  of  Patrick  J.  Cady  and 
Warren  E.  Barnard,  deceased  members  of  the  Fire 
Department  who  lost  their  lives  in  the  performance 
of  duty,  such  payment  to  be  in  addition  to  the 
regular  annuity  payments  now  allowed  under 
existing  laws. 

Passed  under  suspension  of  the  rule. 


LOAN     OF     $200,000     FOR     INCINERATOR 
BUILDING. 

Coun.  BAYLEY — Mr.  President,  I  move  that 
No.  1  be  taken  from  the  calendar. 

President  KELLY — Councilor  Bayley  moves 
we  call  up  No.  1  on  the  calendar. 

No.  1  on  the  calendar  was  as  follows: 

1.  Order  for  loan  of  $200,000 — for  construction 
and  equipping  of  an  incinerator  building. 

On  October  14,  1946,  the  said  order  was  read 
once  and  passed — yeas  twenty,  nays  none. 

President  KELLY — The  question  is  on  the 
passage  of  the  order. 

Coun.  SULLIVAN— Mr.  President,  is  it  taken 
from  the  calendar? 

President  KELLY — It  is  on  the  calendar. 

Coun.  SULLIVAN — I  move  it  be  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  Public  Works  and  Street  Com- 
missioners, because  that  committee  is.  holding  a 
hearing  tomorrow  at  11  a.  m.  relative  to  garbage 
and  ash  collections  throughout  the  city.  This  has 
something  to  do  with  the  Brighton  area. 

No.  1  on  the  calendar  was  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  Public  Works  and  Street  Commissioners. 


PERSONNEL    MANAGER   AT   CITY 
HOSPITAL. 

Coun.  SULLIVAN  offered  the  following: 

Ordered,  That  the  Trustees  of  the  Boston  City 
Hospital  be  requested,  through  his  Honor  the 
Mayor,  to  establish  the  position  of  Personnel 
Manager  in  the  Boston  City  Hospital. 

Coun.  SULLIVAN— Mr.  President,  I  ask  that 
this  order  be  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Hospi- 
tals. 

Referred  to  the  Committee  on  Hospitals. 


REPORT   OF   COMMITTEE    ON   PARKMAN 
FUND. 

Coun.  COFFEY,  for  the  Committee  on  Parkman 
Fund,  submitted  the  following: 

Report  on  message  of  the  Mayor  and  order 
(referred  October  21)  appropriating  $22,000  from 
income  of  Parkman  Fund  to  be  expended  under 
direction  of  Park  Commission — recommending 
that  same  ought  to  pass. 

Report  accepted,  said  order  passed,  yeas  19, 
nays  0: 

Yeas — Councilors  Bayley,  Bryan,  Cantwell, 
Carey,  Chase,  Coffey,  Cook,  Fish,  Hannon, 
Keenan,  Kinsella,  Kelly,  Lane,  Linehan,  Madden, 
McCormack,    Muchnick,    Scannell,    Sullivan — 19. 

Nays^O. 


LOAN  OF   $10,000,000   FOR   VETERANS' 
HOUSING. 

Coun.  LINEHAN— Mr.  President,  I  move  that 
the  matter  of  the  $10,000,000  for  veterans'  housing 
be  acted  on  at  this  time. 

President  KELLY — Councilor  Linehan  offers 
an  order. 

The  clerk  read  the  order  for  loan  of  $10,000,000 
offered  by  Councilor  Linehan  earlier  in  the  meeting. 

Coun.  COFFEY— Mr.  President,  may  I  ask 
Councilor  Linehan  to  give  way  for  a  moment  until 
my  other  order  is  read?  There  will  be  no  talk  on 
the  matter. 

Coun.  LINEHAN— Gladly. 


ATTENDANCE  OF  DOCTOR  AT  FIRES. 

Coun.  COFFEY  and  SULLIVAN  offered  the 
following: 

Ordered,  That  the  Fire  Commissioner  of  the 
City  of  Boston  be  requested,  through  his  Honor 
the  Mayor,  to  consider  the  advisability  of  assign- 
ing a  doctor  whose  duty  it  will  be  to  be  present  at 
each  and  every  fire  for  the  protection  of  the  people. 

Passed  under  suspension  of  the  rule. 


LOAN  OF   $10,000,000    FOR    VETERANS' 
HOUSING. 

Coun.  LINEHAN — Mr.  President,  at  the  outset 
may  I  thank  all  the  members  of  the  Council  and 
•  other  citizens  of  Boston  who  appeared  at  the  public 
hearing  on  housing  on  Friday  of  last  week.  I 
might  say  that  the  President  of  the  Council  was 
very  generous  in  turning  over  to  us  the  use  of  the 
City  Council  chamber  for  the  State  Board  of 
Housing.  The  State  Board  of  Housing  did  render 
a  decision  that  there  was  an  emergency  on  veterans' 
housing  in  the  City  of  Boston.  Now  we  are  right 
back  to  our  original  premises,  an  order  of 
$10,000,000  to  be  appropriated  under  chapter  372 
of  the  Acts  of  1946.  I  also  want  to  thank  the 
State  Board  of  Housing  for  the  quick  and  efficient 
manner  in  which  they  held  a  hearing  Friday  of  this 
week.  They  were  grand.  They  realized  we  had 
to  act  fast.  It  is  up  to  us  today  to  still  keep  the 
ball  rolling.  I  do  not  doubt  but  we  can  get 
enough  votes  here  to  give  the  loan  order  a  first 
reading,  also  that  his  Honor  the  Mayor  will  sign 
this  order  when  presented  in  a  legal  manner,  if  his 
Honor  the  Mayor  is  satisfied  that  all  the  require- 
ments under  chapter  372  of  the  Acts  of  1946  are 
complied  with.  As  a  result  of  this  order  filed 
today,  I  have  been  informed  in  all  probability  he 
will  sign  it  when  it  reaches  his  desk.  I  do  not 
doubt  that  every  councilor  in  the  City  Council  is 
only  too  happy  to  cooperate  with  his  Honor  the 
Mayor  in  what  I  think  will  be  the  best  program 
ever  started  in  the  City  of  Boston.  We  all  know 
that  the  City  of  Boston  needs  building  up.  When 
I  say  building  up,  I  mean  more  one  and  two-family 
homes.  I  hope  at  this  time  the  Council  will  not 
be  bothered  if  I  read  in  full  detail  chapter  372  of 
the  Acts  of  1946  because  we  are  going  to  vote  on  a 
bond  issue  of  $10,000,000.  I  want  every  councilor 
to  be  able  to  answer  any  questions  any  constituent 
might  ask  him  on  what  the  City  Council  can  do 
under  section  6.  Here  it  is. 

"Section  6.  Subject  to  the  provisions  of  sec- 
tion seven,  a  city  or  town  may  also  during  the 
present  emergency,  raise,  appropriate  and  expend 
money  and  take  such  other  action  as  is  suitable 
and  necessary  for  the  purpose  of  providing  shelter 
for  veterans  who  are  inhabitants  of  such  city  or 
town,  by  purchasing  or  acquiring  by  gift  or  by 
taking  by  eminent  domain  one  or  more  tracts  of 
land  of  sufficient  size  for  a  housing  development, 
or  by  using  any  such  tract  to  which  it  holds  title 
and  which  is  not  devoted  to  and  required  by  any 
other  public  use,  subdividing  such  tracts  into  par- 
cels of  adequate  size  for  house  lots,  laying  out  and 
providing  or  causing  to  be  provided  ways,  public 
and  private,  and  other  utilities  for  the  use  of  the 
development,  to  such  extent  as  it  deems  necessary 
or  advisable,  and  either  (1)  Selling  such  parcels  to 
veterans  at  reasonable  rates  on  conditions  requir- 
ing in  each  case  the  erection  within  a  specified 
time  of  a  single  or  two-family  residence  thereon 
for  the  occupancy  in  whole  or  in  part  of  the  veteran 
purchasing  the  same.  (2)  Selling  parcels  to  cor- 
porations and  individuals  generally,  on  condition 
that  the  purchaser  agree  to  erect  a  single  or  two- 
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family  residence  on  each  such  parcel  within  a 
specified  time,  and  offer  to  sell  such  residence  to  a 
veteran  at  a  reasonable  rate  or  to  rent  such  resi- 
dence to  one  or  to  two  veterans,  as  the  case  may 
be,  at  reasonable  rates.  (3)  Constructing  single 
or  two-family  residences  on  such  parcels,  suitable 
for  dwelling  units  for  veterans,  and  renting  such 
dwelling  units  to  veterans  at  reasonable  rates; 
provided,  that  as  soon  as  may  be  after  the  termina- 
tion of  the  present  emergency  as  defined  in  sec- 
tion two,  and  in  no  event  later  than  one  year  after 
such  termination,  such  residences  shall  be  offered 
for  sale  at  the  fair  market  value  thereof." 

I  think  that  is  about  all  there  is  in  section  G 
which  the  councilors  are  concerned  with,  and 
about  which  they  would  like  to  be  informed.  I 
have  read  it  so  that  all  of  us  will  be  familiar  with 
everything  in  section  6  to  such  extent  we  can 
reasonably  answer  any  questions  pertaining  to 
just  what  this  $10,000,000  bond  issue  will  be 
used  for.  That  is  about  all  I  can  say,  other  than 
to  remark  that  I  think  that  the  Mayor  and  the 
members  of  the  City  Council  are  going  to  get 
together  on  this  proposition  from  now  on.  I  pre- 
dict his  Honor  the  Mayor  will  be  only  too  glad 
to  sign  this  loan  order.  We  are  going  on  what  I 
think  is  the  biggest  and  best  thing  ever  done  for 
the  City  of  Boston.  It  might  be  that  the  plight 
of  veterans  at  this  time  in  regard  to  housing  might 
be  a  blessing  in  disguise.  It  might  result  in  the 
building  of  a  bigger  and  better  Boston.  As  a 
result  more  one-  and  two-family  homes  will  be 
built  in  our  city. 

President  KELLY — Does  the  gentleman  ask  for 
suspension  of  the  rule  and  passage  of  the  order? 

Coun.  LINEHAN— Yes,  Mr.  President. 

The  question  came  on  suspension  of  the  rule 
and  the  rule  was  suspended.  The  question  came 
on  giving  the  order  its  first  reading  and  passage. 
The  order  was  passed,  yeas  20,  nays  0,  viz.: 

Yeas — Couns.  Bayley,  Bryan,  Cantwell,  Carey, 
Chase,  Coffey,  Cook,  Fish,  Hannon,  Hurley, 
Keenan,  Kelly,  Kinsella,  Lane,  Linehan,  Madden, 
McCormack,  Muchnick,  Scannell,  Sullivan — 20. 

Nays — 0. 


ROPING    OF   McCONNELL   PARK    FOR 
SUNDAY   GAMES. 

Coun.  HANNON  offered  the  following: 
Ordered,  That  his  Honor  the  Mayor  be  requested 
to  direct  the  Park  Commissioner  to  arrange  for 
the  roping  of  McConnell  Park  on  the  Sunday 
afternoons  that  football  games  are  played  at  this 
playground. 

Passed  under  suspension  of  the  rule. 


MOTION  TO  WITHDRAW  DRIVEWAY  AP- 
PLICATION FROM  COMMITTEE  ON 
LICENSES. 

Coun.  HANNON — Mr.  President,  I  move  now 
that  the  Committee  on  Licenses  be  discharged  from 
further  consideration  of  the  application  for  the 
driveway  opening  at  the  corner  of  Dorchester 
avenue  and  Savin  Hill  avenue. 

President  KELLY — What  is  that,  councilor? 

Coun.  HANNON— That  the  Committee  on 
Licenses  be  discharged  from  further  consideration 
of  the  application  for  a  driveway  opening  on  Dor- 
chester avenue  at  the  corner  of  Savin  Hill  avenue . 

President  KELLY — To  withdraw  it  from  the 
committee? 

Coun.  HANNON — Yes,  and  bring  it  in  here. 

President  KELLY — Councilor  Hannon  moves 
it  be  withdrawn  from  the  committee. 


Coun.  HURLEY  in  the  chair. 


Chairman  HURLEY — Does  the  councilor  know 
when   the    petition   was   presented   to   the   Body? 

Coun.  HANNON— January  14,   1940. 

Chairman  HURLEY— The  Chair  will  rule  it 
takes  only  twelve  votes  to  take  it  from  the 
committee. 

Coun.  KELLY — -Talking  on  the  motion,  this 
motion  just  made,  Mr.  Chairman,  concerns  a 
situation  that  exists  in  my  ward.  I  have  had  the 
pleasure  of  serving  in  it  for  the  past  nine  years. 
One  thing  I  have  never  done  while  I  have  been 
a  member,  Mr.  Chairman,  is  to  interfere  in  the 
affairs  of  another  man's  district.  I  have  been  a 
member   of    this    Body   for   nine   years.      I    have 


always  felt  that  the  councilor  who  is  sent  to 
represent  the  people  of  the  district  was  sent 
there  because  the  people  had  intelligence  and 
had  confidence  in  him.  I  have  been  sent  here 
year  after  year  from  Ward  15.  I  think  I  under- 
stand Ward  15  from  A  to  Z.  Every  time  my 
name  appears  on  the  ballot  in  Ward  15,  the  people 
have  not  only  reelected  me  to  office  in  the  City 
Council,  but  they  have  elected  me  and  allowed  me 
to  carry  the  fifteen  precincts  five  consecutive  times. 
This  petition,  Mr.  Chairman,  is  a  petition  for 
a  driveway  opening  at  the  corner  of  Dorchester 
avenue  and  Savin  Hill  avenue.  I  know  the  con- 
ditions surrounding  the  district.  That  is  the 
reason  why  I  asked  the  chairman  to  keep  it  in 
the  committee.  I  am  going  to  ask  the  other 
councilors,  the  members  of  this  Body,  to  go  along 
with  me.  I  can  say  a  lot  more  on  the  floor  of  the 
Council.  Lots  of  times  things  are  said  on  the 
floor  of  the  Council,  and  people  are  sorry  they  said 
them  afterwards.  I  am  going  to  ask  the  members 
of  the  Body  to  give  me  the  same  courtesy  I  have 
given  them  for  the  last  nine  years,  namely,  to  let 
this  stay  in  the  committee  until  the  councilor  from 
Ward  15  (Councilor  Kelly)  is  satisfied  it  is  a  proper 
time  to  present  it  to  the  members  of  this  Body. 

Coun.  HAjvTNON — Mr.  Chairman,  speaking  on 
the  motion  I  agree  with  everything  the  previous 
speaker  has  said.  I  agree  also  it  is  an  unusual 
procedure  for  one  councilor  to  suggest  presenting 
a  matter  before  this  Body,  a  matter  that  lies 
entirely  within  the  boundary  lines  of  another 
ward.  I  agree  with  the  gentleman  that  he  has 
been  honored  by  the  people  of  Ward  15.  He 
has  been  sent  back  here  year  after  year.  But  I 
also  think,  Mr.  Chairman,  that  there  are  certain 
situations  that  arise  that  have  to  be  handled  in 
man-to-man  fashion.  We  are  sent  here  to  repre- 
sent the  people.  We  are  not  representing  any- 
body if  we  are  allowing  things  to  stay  behind  the 
doors  in  committee.  Let  us  bring  the  thing  out 
in  the  open,  pass  it  or  defeat  it.  I  am  not  inter- 
fering with  the  rights  of  any  councilor,  I  am 
merely  asking  for  the  right  of  a  citizen  who  lives 
in  my  district,  a  citizen  who  made  application 
for  a  driveway  last  January.  This  is  October. 
It  is  still  out  there  being  eaten  up  by  moths, 
being  burned  by  fumes  or  being  consumed  by  the 
air.  It  makes  it  apparent,  it  appears  to  the  people 
in  our  district,  that  we  have  not  got  courage 
enough  in  here  to  vote  yes  or  no  on  a  driveway. 
I  agree  with  the  gentleman  from  Ward  15  (Coun- 
cilor If  elly),  the  driveway  is  going  to  be  in  his 
district,  but  it  is  bordering  on  my  district.  The 
person  who  is  suffering  by  our  inactivity  on  this 
matter  is  a  resident  of  my  district.  Regardless 
of  what  district  he  lives  in,  he  lives  in  the  City  of 
Boston.  He  is  a  citizen  of  Boston  and,  as  such, 
he  has  certain  rights.  You  and  I  in  the  City 
Council,  regardless  of  district,  wherever  we  come 
from,  must  respect  those  rights.  People  go  about 
saying  the  City  Council  did  this  or  did  that,  or 
refused  to"  take  any  action.  They  do  not  say 
"This  councilor  or  that  councilor."  They  say 
it  is  the  Body.  It  is  the  Body.  After  all,  com- 
mittees are  only  subdivisions  of  this  Body.  They 
serve  their  purpose.  I  think  we  are  perfectly 
right  and  perfectly  justified  in  referring  matters 
to  committees.  I  respect  the  chairman  of  any 
committee  when  he  consults  the  member  in  whose 
ward  lies  any  certain  matter  that  is  before  his 
committee.  I  respect  that  right.  I  am  not  asking 
any  infringement  of  that  right.  I  am  merely 
saying,  bring  the  matter  out  here.  If  the  gentle- 
man from  Ward  15  (Councilor  Kelly)  does  not 
want  it,  lick  it.  But  let  us  not  be  cowardly. 
Let  us  not  be  backward.  Why  keep  a  thing 
under  the  table?  Why  keep  it  out  in  the  com- 
mittee? Bring  it  out  here  on  the  floor.  If  the 
gentleman  in  whose  ward  the  property  is  located 
does  not  want  it,  let  the  matter  be  defeated.  I 
think  when  any  citizen  of  Boston,  regardless  of 
what  ward  he  is  in,  files  an  application  here  for  a 
driveway  or  files  an  application  for  anything 
else,  our  obligation  is  to  act  on  it.  We  are  sent 
here,  it  is  true,  to  represent  the  people  of  our 
districts,  but  the  people  of  our  districts  do  not 
think  that  we  are  representing  them  if  we  do  not 
do  anything.  We  are  sent  here  to  act  positively 
or  to  act  negatively.  I  join  with  other  councilors 
in  preserving  the  right  of  every  individual  coun- 
cilor to  attend  to  the  business  of  his  own  ward. 

Chairman  HURLEY — -The  question  comes  on 
the  motion  to  take  from  the  committee.  Those 
in  favor  will  please  rise. 

The  motion  to  take  from  the  committee  was  lost 
by  a  rising  vote,  yeas  6,  nays  6. 
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Coun.  HANNON— Mr.  Chairman,  I  move  that 
the  matter  of  driveway  openings  now  pending 
before  the  Licensing  Committee  be  transferred  to 
the  Committee  on  Public  Works  and  Street 
Commissioners. 

Chairman  HURLEY — Councilor  Hannon  moves 
that  the  rules  be  amended  so  that  all  licenses  will 

hereafter  be  referred 

Coun.  HANNON — All  licenses  for  driveways. 
Chairman  HURLEY — All  licenses  for  driveways 
will  hereafter  be  sent  to  the  Committee  on  Public 
Works  and  Street  Commissioners. 

Coun.   MUCHNICK— Mr.   President,   will  the 
gentleman  yield  for  a  question? 
Coun.  HANNON— Yes. 

Coun.  MUCHNICK— I  wonder  if  the  gentle- 
man can  tell  me  whether  or  not  on  the  license  to 
which  he  referred  a  few  minutes  ago  any  hearing 
has  as  yet  been  given  by  the  Licensing  Committee. 
Coun.  HANNON— None  that  I  have  been  able 
to  find  out  about. 

Coun.  MUCHNICK— Would  it  be  proper  at 
this  time  to  ask  the  question,  while  Councilor 
Hannon  has  the  floor,  if  anybody  in  the  Body 
might  have  the  information? 

Coun.  SCANNELL— Well,  Mr.   Chairman 

Chairman  HURLEY — Councilor  Scannell, 
Chairman  of  the  Committee  on  Licenses. 

Coun.  SCANNELL — It  has  always  been  the 
custom  of  the  Licensing  Committee  to  function  as 
a  committee.  If  there  might  be  any  opposition 
from  any  ward  that  these  cuts  might  be  in,  it  is 
always  the  duty  of  the  chairman  of  the  committee 
to  ask  whether  the  councilor  in  the  ward  is  for  or 
against  it  on  anything  that  might  pertain  to  the 
ward  of  any  individual  in  the  Body.  I  received 
complaints  from  Councilor  Kelly  that  the  abutters 
in  this  certain  section  of  his  ward  were  opposed, 
and  that  is  why  there  was  no  hearing.    • 

Coun.  MUCHNICK— Mr.  Chairman,  would  it 
be  proper  to  ask  the  chairman  another  question 
while  Councilor  Hannon  has  the  floor? 

Chairman  HURLEY — Does  Councilor  Hannon 
yield? 
Coun.  HANNON— Happily. 
Coun.  MUCHNICK— Is  that  a  policy  started 
by  the  committee  this  year,  or  has  that  always 
been  the  policy,  and  if  it  has  been  the  policy,  by 
what  rule  of  the  Council  is  it  governed? 

Coun.  SCANNELL— That  has  been  the  policy 
for  the  past  seven  years,  since  I  have  been  in  this 
Body. 

Coun.  MUCHNICK— By  what  rule  of  the 
Council  is  it  governed? 

Chairman  HURLEY — He  did  not  say  it  was  a 
rule. 

Coun.  SCANNELL — It  is  a  matter  of  courtesy. 
Coun.  KELLY — Speaking  on  the  motion,  Mr. 
Chairman,  all  I  have  to  say  after  what  the  Chair- 
man of  the  Committee  on  Licenses  has  said,  is 
that  for  the  past  nine  years  there  has  been  nothing 
unusual  in  having  a  request  for  driveway  openings 
remain  in  the  committee.  You  can  go  out  there 
now  and  see  driveway  openings  a  year,  two  years, 
or  two  years  and  a  half.  It  is  nothing  unusual. 
They  have  remained  out  there  because  the  councilor 
from  the  district,  after  conferring  with  the  Chair- 
man of  the  Committee  on  Licenses,  has  asked 
the  courtesy  to  have  them  stay  in  the  committee. 
It  is  not  anything  unusual.  What  happened 
this  year  is  not  any  different  from  what  has 
happened  in  the  last  nine  years,  since  I  have  been 
a  member  of  this  Body.  It  has  always  been  a 
matter  of  courtesy  for  the  members  of  the  Council, 
if  the  councilor  in  the  particular  district  asks  to 
have  that  remain  in  the  committee,  the  councilor 
is  always  granted  the  courtesy.  The  Council  . 
always  has  granted  the  courtesy  to  the  members 
of  the  Council.  There  is  not  anything  different 
happening  this  year  from  what  has  happened  in 
other  years.  I  do  not  recall  anyone  here  for  the 
past  nine  years  who  has  held  any  hearing  on 
driveway  openings  in  the  City  of  Boston.  I  do 
not  recall  any  in  my  time  in  the  City  of  Boston. 
It  has  always  been  a  matter  of  courtesy  with  the 
chairman  of  the  committee.  The  councilor 
interested  would  go  to  the  chairman,  and  the 
chairman  would  poll  the  members  of  the  com- 
mittee to  see  how  they  felt.  It  is  not  any  different 
from  what  it  has  been  in  the  last  nine  years. 

Coun.  MUCHNICK— Mr.  Chairman,  while  it 
may  not  be  unusual  for  matters  to  stay  in  com- 
mittee as  a  matter  of  courtesy  to  the  councilor 
from  a  certain  district,  it  seems  to  me  it  is  very 
clear  we  owe  a  great  deal  of  duty  to  this  Body 
other  than  merely  paying  courtesy  to  other 
members  of  the  Body,  whether  they  come  from 


Ward  1  or  22,  or  any  of  the  in-between  wards. 
Our  primary  duty,  as  I  see  it,  is  to  serve  the 
citizens  of  Boston.  It  is  not  particularly  to  be 
courteous  to  other  members  of  this  Body.  A 
citizen  of  this  city  has  filed  an  application.  He  is 
entitled  at  least  to  a  hearing,  if  to  nothing  else. 
He,  too,  is  entitled  to  some  courtesy.  It  is  a 
matter  of  right.  He  is  a  citizen  complying  with 
the  law  relative  to  filing  applications  for  licenses. 
It  is  not  merely  a  matter  of  courtesy  because 
somebody  happens  to  be  a  member  of  the  Body. 
It  seems  to  me  highly  improper  to  deprive  any 
man  in  this  city  of  his  right  to  a  hearing  on  any 
application  he  files,  whether  it  has  been  done 
before  or  whether  it  will  be  done  again  in  the 
future.  I  guess  a  motion  is  not  proper,  but  I 
urge  that  unless  hearings  are  going  to  be  given 
by  the  committee,  then  matters  be  taken  from 
the  committee  and  sent  to  the  other  one,  in 
accordance  with  the  motion. 

Coun.  SCANNELL— Mr.  Chairman,  they  talk 
about  courtesies.  Any  man  who  comes  to  this 
Body  knows  his  district.  If  any  man  does  not 
want  a  driveway  opening  in  his  district,  he  must 
have  reasons  for  it. 

Coun.  MUCHNICK— Mr.  Chairman,  will  the 
gentleman  yield  to  a  question? 

Coun.  SCANNELL — I  do  not  care  to  yield. 
I  think  in  the  City  of  Boston  there  are  a  lot  of 
people  aspiring  for  this  office.  I  think  the  people 
of  Boston  have  confidence  in  each  individual  in 
this  Council.  If  Councilor  Kelly  from  Ward  15 
does  not  want  a  sidewalk  opening  in  his  district 
he  must  have  reason.  He  has  complaints  from 
the  neighbors  out  there  that  they  do  not  want  it. 
I  am  going  to  listen  to  them.  Any  time  anybody 
_  ever  requested  a  hearing  by  the  Committee  on 
Licenses,  they  always  got  it.  It  is  a  matter  of 
courtesy  to  ask  whether  a  matter  affects  a  coun- 
cilor in  his  district.  I  do  it,  and  I  always  will 
do  it  as  a  member  of  this  Body.  If  anybody  asks 
for  a  hearing  by  my  committee — and  I  am  going 
to  have  a  meeting  this  week  of  the  Committee 
on  Licenses  on  another  matter — they  are  going 
to  get  a  hearing,  and  a  fair  one. 

Coun.  CAREY — Mr.  Chairman,  speaking  on 
the  motion,  what  has  been  said  here  regarding 
the  extension  of  courtesies  by  one  councilor  to 
another  of  his  colleagues  is  true,  but  I  do  not  feel 
it  is  fair  to  the  members  of  the  Council  as  a  whole 
to  permit  a  matter  of  this  kind  to  remain  in  com- 
mittee for  a  period  of  approximately  ten  months. 
I  do  not  question  what  Councilor  Kelly  says  about 
opposition  being  registered  against  this  particular 
driveway  opening.  That  opposition  has  not  been 
placed  before  the  committee  as  a  committee. 
It  is  most  embarrassing  to  any  member  of  the 
Council  to  have  a  matter  of  this  nature  pending 
before  the  Council  or  a  committee  for  such  a 
long  period  of  time.  It  is  not  fair  to  the  mem- 
bers of  the  Council  who  necessarily  do  not  have 
to  have  an  interest  to  permit  this  matter  to  go 
unaccounted  for  such  a  long  period  of  time.  I  feel 
in  fairness  to  the  members  of  the  Council  and  to 
the  members  of  the  committee  who  might  be 
opposed  to  this  opening  and  also  to  the  gentleman 
who  is  a  taxpayer  of  the  city,  even  though  he 
resides  in  one  ward  and  has  a  place  of  business 
in  another,  something  definite  should  be  done.  If 
the  people  in  Ward  15  oppose  this  opening,  it  is  only 
fair  that  the  Committee  on  Licenses  should  have 
a  hearing  in  order  that  the  opposition  might  be 
set  before  the  committee.  It  is  about  time  some- 
thing was  done.  Nobody  can  deny  if  the  opening 
is  a  bad  thing  for  the  people  in  Ward  15  that  he 
will  vote  against  it.  But  certainly  I  think  that 
the  fair  thing  to  do  from  every  standpoint  is  to 
have  a  hearing  on  this  opening,  and  let  the  Council 
get  rid  of  it  one  way  or  another.  Having  that  in 
mind,  if  the  Committee  on  Licenses  cannot  bring 
back  a  report  on  this  matter  next  week — because 
Councilor  Scannell  says  he  contemplates  having  a 
meeting  of  the  Committee  this  week — then  I  cer- 
tainly feel  the  matter  should  go  to  the  Committee 
on  Public  Works  and  Street  Commissioners . 
At  any  rate,  it  should  be  disposed  of.  I  certainly 
hope  it  will  be  disposed  of  either  this  week  or 
next,  at  the  latest. 

Coun.  HANNON — Mr.  Chairman,  speaking  on 
the  motion,  I  wish  to  withdraw  my  motion  and 
move  reconsideration. 

Chairman  HURLEY — Councilor  Hannon  with- 
draws the  motion  and  moves  reconsideration  of 
the  previous  vote  on  the  other  motion.  Speaking 
on  reconsideration,  Councilor  Hannon. 

Coun.  HANNON — Mr.  Chairman,  the  reason  I 
am  speaking  on  reconsideration  is  because  I  feel 
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as  a  result  of  the  arguments  presented  by  what 
might  be  termed  the  opposition  here,  my  position  in 
this  matter  has  been  strengthened,  apparently.  One 
side  of  the  argument  has  been  heard  "by  the  com- 
mittee chairman,  and  he  claims  there  is  opposition. 
The  place  where  this  driveway  is  to  be  constructed 
borders  Ward  13  and  Ward  15.    The  middle  of  the 
street  is  the  dividing  line.     The  driveway  itself  is 
probably  in  Ward  15.     It  will,  however,  be  used 
by  people  from  Ward  13  and  Ward  15.    Any  bene- 
fits to  be  accrued  or  any  injury  to  be  suffered  will 
be  borne  probably  equally  by  the  people  of  both 
districts.     However,  1  am  not  arguing  along  that 
line.     I  am  not  trying  to  infringe  on  the  rights  of 
any  councilor.     I  am  honest  enough  to  admit  that 
if  the  situation  arose  in  my  ward  I,   too,   would 
holler  about  it,  but  at  the  same  time  I  think  I  am 
likewise   honest   when   I   say   I   would   not   keep 
hollering  for  ten  months.     I  would  not  refuse  to 
have  any  action  taken  in  ten  months.     We  have 
the  case  here  of  a  boy  who  grew  up  in  our  district, 
a  kid  who  had  a  gasoline  pump  put  on  the  sidewalk. 
He  has  worked  hard,  and  raised  a  family  of  four 
children.     He  has  remained  in  the  district  and  is 
well  liked  by  everybody  with  whom  he  comes  in 
contact.     He  looked  forward  to  the  day  when  he 
could  acquire  property  on  a  more  lucrative  spot. 
When  that  opportunity  came  at  a  public  auction, 
he  went  out  and  borrowed  the  money,   and   was 
successful   in   purchasing   a   lot   at   the   corner   of 
Dorchester  avenue  and  Savin  Hill  avenue.     Then 
he  applied  himself  for  a  gasoline  station  permit. 
He  is  not  an  oil  dealer.     He  is  merely  a  kid  who 
started  peddling  oil  from  door  to  door,   and  has 
worked  up.    He  owes  allegiance  to  no  oil  company 
or  gasoline  company.     In  going  ahead,  he  is  going 
ahead  on  his  own.     A  hearing  was  held  before  the 
Street  Commissioners  and  at  that  hearing  petitions 
were  presented  by  all  the  abutters  in  favor  of  this 
gasoline  station.     There  was  no  petition  against  it. 
But  at  the  request  of  the  councilor  from  the  dis- 
trict who  had  received  ample  notice  of  the  hearing, 
a  continuance  was  granted,  and  he  was  extended 
the  courtesy  of  bringing  in  a  petition  two  or  three 
weeks  later  opposing  this  gasoline  station.     Any- 
body can  get  a  petition  in  opposition.     You  and  I 
know  that.     A  petitioner  does  not  have  to  be  in  the 
immediate  neighborhood.    The  people  in  the  imme- 
diate neighborhood  signed  a  petition  in  favor  of  it, 
and  that  petition  was  presented  at  the  hearing. 
Two  or  three  weeks  later  the  petition  in  opposition 
was  presented,  but  in  spite  of  this  the  permit  or 
license  was  granted.     The  next  step  was  to  come 
before    the   City    Council   and    ask   for    driveway 
openings.     This  was  done.     What  happened?     I 
do  not  know.     If  I  did  know,  I  would  not  care  to 
divulge  it.    Anyway,  opposition  appeared  up  here. 
No  hearing  was  ever  held  on  this  matter.     The 
chairman  of  the  committee  says  he  was  advised 
there  was  some  opposition.     I  think  in  all  fairness 
to  the  petitioner  that  the  petitioner  should  have 
been  given  a  hearing.    Likewise,  if  he  were  advised 
of  the  opposition,  he  should  also  have  been  advised 
of  those   who   are  favorably  inclined   toward  the 
erection  of  the  station.     This  is  merely  a  fellow 
born  and  brought  up  in  the  district  trying  to  get 
ahead.     Now,  after  ten  months  of  delay  we  have 
reached  this  point.     This  man  has  applied  to  the 
Colonial  Beacon  Oil  Company  for  money  to  finance 
the  construction  of  this  gasoline  station.     He  has 
been  assured  that  he  will  be  given  the  money  if  he 
meets  the  plans  that  have  been  drawn  for  him  by 
the  architects  of  the  company.     He  has  to  go  out 
and  get  his  builder.     He  has  to  go  out  and  get  the 
man  to  do  the  construction   work  before  he  can 
get  a  penny  from  this  company  in  the  way  of  a 
mortgage  loan.     He  has  to  show  them  he  has  per- 
mission to  construct  the  driveways  as  well  as  the 
building.    The  building  construction  is  a  matter  of 
form.    That  does  not  come  before  us.     As  a  matter 
of  fact,  the  driveways  can  be  constructed  because 
he   can   put   in   ten-foot   driveways,   two   ten-foot 
driveways,    and    an    island    in    between    on    both 
Dorchester  avenue  and  Savin  Hill  avenue.     And 
he  does  not  have  to  come  before  the  City  Council 
for  any  consideration  or  any  permit  whatsoever. 
However,  the  plans  that  have  been  submitted  by 
the  person  who  is  going  to  lend  him  the  money 
call  for   larger   driveways,   two   larger   driveways, 
which  must  be  approved  by  the  City  Council.     All 
I  am  asking  for  is  action  one  way  or  the  other.     He 
is  a  citizen  of  Boston,  and  has  a  right  to  a  hearing. 
As  a  citizen  of  Boston,  he  has  a  right  to  ask  that 
this  Council  take  some  definite  action  one  way  or 
the  other.    As  a  citizen  of  Boston  he  has  a  right  to 
demand  that  we  do  our  duty.     I  know  it  is  nice 
to  say  we  are  sent  up  here  year  after  year.     But 


if  we  are  sent  here  year  after  year,  we  are  sent  to 
do  a  job.  Our  job  is  to  take  action,  positive  action, 
either  yes  or  no.  Before  we  do  that,  I  think  every 
petitioner  who  presents  a  petition  before  this  Coun- 
cil has  a  right  to  a  hearing.  It  is  not  often  that 
you  will  run  into  a  situation  where  the  driveway  is 
oyer  the  boundary  line  of  one  ward  and  the  peti- 
tioner is  a  respected  resident  of  an  adjoining  ward. 
We  have  that  situation  here.  The  councilor  from 
Ward  15  (Councilor  Kelly)  feels  he  is  protecting 
his  rights.  I  have  no  argument  with  him.  Let  him 
protect  them.  I  am  trying  to  protect  the  rights 
of  Mr.  Average  Citizen.  Are  we  here,  the  members 
of  the  Council,  going  to  retard  progress?  Are  we 
here  going  to  be  the  wall  that  says  to  this  fellow, 
"You  cannot  borrow  that  money,  you  cannot 
build  that  gasoline  station,"  or  are  we  going  to  be 
men  enough  to  say,  "Let's  have  a  hearing  and 
consider  this  thing  on  its  merits.  If  it  is  yes,  give 
him  the  license;  if  it  is  no,  I  am  satisfied  at  least 
that,  as  councilor  from  my  district,  I  tried  to  carry 
on  my  job  and  listen  to  the  evidence  and  vote 
"yes"  or  "no." 

Coun.  COFFEY — Mr.  Chairman,  of  course  we 
do  not  like  to  prolong  and  continue  a  matter  like 
this,  but  under  our  rules  we  have  to  take  a  stand 
one  way  or  the  other.  It  does  not  take  too  much 
courage.  Everybody  in  this  Body  has  to  have 
courage  to  put  his  name  on  the  ballot  and  go  out 
and  win  a  fight,  the  kind  of  fight  where  you  have 
to  win  by  a  majority.  There  is  a  lot  of  merit  in 
what  the  councilor  from  Ward  13  (Councilor 
Hannon)  says,  and  a  lot  of  merit  in  my  opinion,  in 
what  the  councilor  from  Ward  15  (Councilor 
Kelly)  says.  I  was  glad  to  see  that  the  councilor 
from  Ward  13,  an  old-timer  in  politics,  served  in 
the  Legislature  before  he  came  here.  He  had  the 
good  sense  to  withdraw  his  motion  to  take  all  the 
driveway  openings  away  from  the  Committee  on 
Licenses.  I  am  not  chairman  of  the  committee. 
I  was  chairman  for  four  years.  I  do  not  know  if 
anybody  ever  made  a  complaint  in  the  four  years  I 
was  chairman  unless  they  made  a  complaint  behind 
my  back.  I  have  never  received  any  complaint 
in  the  four  years. 

Coun.  MUCHNICK— Mr.  Chairman,  I  made 
them  on  the  floor  last  year. 

Coun.  COFFEY— Well,  we  will  go  into  Izzie. 
Izzie  made  the  statement  it  is  not  a  case  of  courtesy. 
I  say  it  is.  For  example,  we  brought  an  order  in 
here,  a  bill  passed  by  the  Legislature,  and  on  the 
floor  of  the  Council  the  councilor  admitted  he  was 
the  attorney.  Somebody  had  a  booze  license  and 
then  decided  they  did  not  want  it.  They  wanted 
the  fee  back.  As  a  matter  of  courtesy  to  Councilor 
Muchnick,  we  returned  the  fee  to  that  gentleman . 
I  do  not  know  who  he  is.  He  owns  a  hotel.  It 
was  admitted  on  the  floor  he  was  the  attorney  for 
the  gentleman  seeking  the  refund  of  the  fee  for  a 
license.  He  bought  it  and  decided  he  did  not  want 
to  use  it  after  he  bought  and  paid  for  it.  As  a 
matter  of  courtesy,  everybody  in  here  went  along 
with  the  councilor  from  Ward  14  (Councilor  Much- 
nick.)  I  think  that  settles  the  argument  on 
courtesy.  As  far  as  licenses  are  concerned,  I  do 
not  know  of  any  complaint  he  ever  made  on  the 
floor.  I  do  not  know  one.  I  have  held  licenses  up, 
If  I  were  the  person  that  wanted  the  petition  from 
Councilor  Hannon's  ward,  I  would  go  and  take  the 
opening,  just  open  it.  up  and  then  ask  the  question, 
"Who  is  going  to  do  anything  about  it?"  They 
have  taken  one  over  in  my  ward  150  feet.  We 
have  a  rule  here  which  has  been  lived  up  to  for  years 
that  there  will  be  no  opening  over  30  feet.  We 
have  a  gentleman  going  in  and  taking  an  opening 
for  150  feet.  Then  he  files  a  petition  here  for  two 
thirty-foot  openings.  It  has  not  been  acted  upon . 
It  is  in  the  Day  Square  section  of  my  town.  I  do 
not  want  it.  This  man  took  thirty-foot  openings , 
two  of  them.  He  has  them.  When  I  go  to  the 
proper  authorities  and  say,  "This  man  filed  a 
petition  with  the  Boston  City  Council,  and  the 
Committee  on  Licenses  has  not  granted  him 
permits  for  opening  two  thirty-foot  openings,  but 
the  man  has  taken  them,"  they  say  to  me,  "What 
can  we  do?"  Just  walk  in  and  take  them.  You 
do  not  need  to  care  about  licenses  for  sidewalk 
openings.  I  had  the  same  thing  happen  in  here 
four  years  ago.  A  gentleman  walked  in  from  South 
Boston.  He  had  a  hearing.  He  wanted  four  side- 
walk openings.  I  said,  "Where  is  the  location?" 
There  were  three  brothers.  They  told  me.  I  said, 
"Who  are  you  kidding?  You  have  two  openings. 
I  saw  them.  I  drove  by  your  place  of  business." 
They  admitted  they  did  have  the  openings.  Get- 
ting back  to  the  other  argument  Councilor  Kelly 
gives,  I  think  the  whole  thing  can  be  straightened" 
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out.  Here  are  two  old-timers  in  politics.  They 
are  not  kids.  They  both  know  what  they  want . 
Councilor  Kelly  says  he  is  willing  to  abide  by  the 
decision  of  the  Committee  on  Licenses.  Councilor 
Hannon  says  he  will  abide  by  the  Committee  on 
Licenses,  if  they  hold  a  hearing.  There  is  only  one 
thing  to  do  with  the  thing  without  putting  every- 
body on  the  spot,  and  that  is  have  a  hearing  this 
week.  Let  Councilor  Hannon  bring  in  his  man 
who  wants  the  petition  and  anybody  else  who  is  in 
favor  of  it.  Let  Councilor  Kelly  bring  in  the 
opposition,  and  let  us  hold  a  hearing  on  it.  Let 
Councilor  Scannell  announce  a  date  that  the  Com- 
mittee on  Licenses  will  hold  a  hearing.  Both  sides 
will  be  satisfied.  We  can  stop  all  arguments  here. 
I  am  going  to  ask  Councilor  Hannon  if  he  would  be 
satisfied  with  that,  on  the  agreement  that  Councilor 
Scannell  hold  a  hearing  this  week.  If  the  gentle- 
man who  lives  in  Tom  Hannon's  ward  wants  a 
hearing,  let  us  have  one,  and  decide  one  way  or 
the  other  whether  the  permit  will  be  granted  or 
thrown  out. 

Chairman  HURLEY — Councilor  Hannon  is 
willing  to  withdraw  his  motion  provided  the  Com- 
mittee on  Licenses  calls  a  hearing  this  week. 
Coun.  HANNON — Yes  Mr.  Chairman. 
Coun.  KELLY — Mr.  Chairman,  I  am  willing  a 
hearing  be  held  on  this  matter.  We  have  heard 
one  side  of  the  story.  Let  us  be  fair  and  hear  the 
other  side  of  the  story.  My  brother  made  a 
statement  he  had  a  hearing  before  the  Street  Com- 
missioners which  was  perfectly  right.  He  made 
the  statement  that  the  petition  in  opposition  was 
not  presented  until  some  two  or  three  weeks  after 
the  public  hearing  was  held  before  the  Street 
Commissioners.  I  want  the  members  of  this 
Body  to  know  that  the  petition  was  presented  48 
hours  after  the  public  hearing  held  by  the  Street 
Commissioners.  I  asked  the  Commissioners  for 
48  hours  to  present  a  petition.  A  petition  of  some 
48  names  was  presented  in  opposition  to  the  grant- 
ing of  the  permit  for  gasoline.  The  granting  of 
the  permit  was  in  the  closing  days  of  the  previous 
mayor's  administration,  that  of  Mr.  Kerrigan. 
I  have  not  any  opposition  to  the  hearing  being  held 
next  week.  For  one  thing,  we  have  an  election  a 
week  from  tomorrow.  I  am  very  busy.  If  they 
want  a  hearing  any  time  after  the  election,  I  would 
be  glad  to  have  a  hearing  on  the  matter.  We 
would  be  glad  to  present  both  sides.  That  is  fair. 
I  am  the  councilor  in  the  district.  The  gasoline 
station  is  not  in  Ward  13,  it  is  in  Ward  15.  The 
driveway  openings  are  all  in  Ward  15.  I  think  if 
the  chairman  of  the  Committee  on  Licenses  would 
look  over  the  application  for  a  permit,  it  may  be 
that  the  permit  itself  is  before  the  Committee  on 
Licenses  illegally.  It  may  be  we  could  hot  act  on 
the  application  the  way  it  is  before  the  committee. 
In  my  mind  the  application  is  before  the  com- 
mittee illegally.  It  has  not  been  made  out  cor- 
rectly. That  is  not  for  me  to  say.  It  is  up  to  the 
gentleman  who  filed  the  application.  I  have  not 
any  opposition  to  the  hearing  being  held  as  long 
as  it  is  any  time  after  the  election. 

Coun.  HANNON— Well,  Mr.  President,  I  think 
now  we  have  waited  ten  months;  we  have  meetings 
scheduled  this  week.  There  is  a  meeting  tomorrow. 
I  think  we  cannot  very  well  do  anything  else  but 
bestir  ourselves  a  little  bit  and  show  some  courtesy 
in  this  matter.  I  think  we  have  shown  courtesy 
enough  to  each  other.  If  the  gentleman  from 
Ward  15  (Councilor  Kelly)  says  the  petition  is 
illegally  drawn,  I  certainly  think  he  is  not  showing 
courtesy  in  waiting  ten  months  before  disclosing 
that  fact. 

Coun.  KELLY — The  petition  is  before  a  com- 
mittee. It  is  not  up  to  me  to  tell  the  fellow  it  is 
illegal.  I  have  looked  at  the  petition  myself.  In 
my  opinion,  it  is  illegal.  That  is  his  business. 
I  am  willing  to  have  a  public  hearing  but,  as  I  said, 
I  am  very  busy,  and  I  will  be  busy  until  election 
day.  If  election  was  not  a  week  from  tomorrow, 
I  would  just  as  soon  have  it  this  week.  I  want  to 
be  granted  courtesy  as  the  councilor  from  Ward  15, 
a  councilor  from  a  district  where  openings  are 
going  to  be  granted,  I  want  enough  time  to  notify 
the  residents  of  the  district  that  a  hearing  is  to  be 
held. 

Coun.  HANNON — Mr.  Chairman,  the  motion 
before  us  is  reconsideration.  As  long  as  there  is 
any  question  of  the  illegality  of  the  petition  now 
pending,  I  would  like  the  courtesy  of  having  this 
measure  adopted  and  having  the  matter  referred 
to  the  Executive  Committee  so  that  we  might 
straighten  out  any  illegality  that  now  exists. 
After  waiting  ten  months,  I  think  the  situation  is 
entitled   to   at   least   that   consideration.     If   this 


motion  prevails,  I  will  move  that  the  matter  be 
sent  to  the  Executive  Committee  so  that  we  might 
then  determine  its  legality  or  illegality  and  properly 
refer  it  to  the  Committee  on  Licenses. 

Chairman  HURLEY — The  motion  before  the 
Body  is  now  reconsideration. 

The  motion  to  reconsider  was  carried. 

Coun.  HANNON— I  move  that  the  matter  be 
sent 

Chairman  HURLEY — Councilor  Hannon  moves 
that  the  petition  be  withdrawn  from  the  Com- 
mittee on  Licenses  for  the  purpose  of  sending  it  to 
the  Executive  Committee. 

The  motion  to  withdraw  the  petition  from  the 
Committee  on  Licenses  and  refer  it  to  the  Executive 
Committee  was  defeated  on  a  rising  vote,  yeas  6, 
nays  2. 


REPORT     OF     COMMITTEE     ON     PUBLIC 
SAFETY. 

Coun.  KINSELLA,  for  the  Committee  on 
Public  Safety,  submitted  the  following: 

Report  on  order  (referred  October  21)  that 
Traffic  Commissioner  be  requested  to  install 
"Slow"  signs  at  1585  Centre  street,  Ward  20, 
for  protection  of  children  of  the  neighborhood — 
that  same  ought  to  pass. 

Report  on  order  (referred  October  21)  that 
Traffic  Commissioner  be  requested  to  install 
automatic  traffic  signals  at  intersections  of  Man- 
thorne  road  and  Centre  street  and  La  Grange 
street  and  Centre  street — that  same  ought  to  pass. 

Report  on  order  (referred  October  21)  that 
Traffic  Commissioner  be  requested  to  install 
"Stop"  signals  at  eleven  Ward  20  intersections — 
•that  same  ought  to  pass. 

The  reports  were  accepted,  and  the  orders  were 
severally  passed. 


LIFE   INSURANCE   PLAN   FOR   FIRE   AND 
POLICE   DEPARTMENTS. 

Coun.  MUCHNICK  offered  the  following: 
Ordered,  That  the  Fire  Commissioner  and  the 
Police  Commissioner  be  requested  by  his  Honor 
the  Mayor  to  investigate  the  feasibility  of  inau- 
gurating a  life  insurance  plan  for  the  members 
of  their  respective  departments. 

Coun.  MUCHNICK— Mr.  President,  I  do  not 
want  to  dwell  on  the  tragedies,  the  three  trage- 
dies, that  have  taken  place  within  the  past  month. 
Everything  has  been  said  today  and  previously 
that  could  be  said,  but  it  seems  to  me  that  we 
ought  to  recognize  by  now  that  the  possibility  of 
being  killed  is  a  risk  that  is  inherent  in  the  work 
of  both  the  Fire  Department  and  the  Police 
Department.  It  seems  to  me  further  that,  recog- 
nizing that  risk,  we  ought  to  assume  some  respon- 
sibility of  doing  what  we  can  for  the  families 
of  those  who  survive  the  unfortunates  who  are 
killed.  Now  it  is  all  very  well  to  have  haphazard 
motions  here  and  there  to  take  care  of  a  specific 
instance.  It  is  not  so  well  to  have  public  collec- 
tions taken  up.  These  people  deserve  much 
more  than  charity.  It  seems  to  me  that  the  only 
way  that  this  can  be  done  in  systematic  fashion 
is  to  have  some  sort  of  insurance  protection  for 
the  policemen  and  firemen  who  happen  to  get 
killed  in  line  of  duty.  I  know  that  this  could 
probably  be  an  expensive  program,  but  it  seems 
to  me  that  it  ought  to  be  investigated,  and  inves- 
tigated thoroughly.  I  do  not  particularly  want 
this  passed  now.  T  would  like  to  have  it  studied. 
I  think  it  would  be  very  much  better  to  refer 
it  to  some  appropriate  committee  and  ask  the  two 
commissioners  involved  to  be  present  at  a  hearing 
and  to  have  a  member  of  the  Law  Department 
present,  and  a  member  of  the  treasurer's  office, 
and  the  Budget  Commissioner's  office,  to  see 
if  we  can  get  some  information  telling  us  just  how 
much  it  would  cost  and  what  specifically  can  be 
done  to  bring  that  program  about. 

The  order  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
Public  Safety. 


President  KELLY  in  the  chair. 


MOTION   TO   ADJOURN. 

Coun.  KINSELLA— Mr.  President,  I  rise  to 
make  a  motion  that  when  we  adjourn  today  we 
adjourn  to  meet  three  weeks  from  today  at  two 
o'clock. 
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CITY     COUNCIL. 


President  KELLY— The  Chair  will  remind 
Councilor  Kinsella  that  by  law  we  have  to  draw 
jurors  next  Monday  or  thereabouts. 

Conn.  KINSELLA — I  withdraw  my  motion. 

Conn.  MUCHNICK— Can  we  do  it  before 
Monday? 

President  KELLY — We  probably  will  not  get 
the  venire  until  Monday. 

Coun.  MUCHNICK— Tuesday,  then? 

Conn.  LINEHAN — Mr.  President,  I  want  to 
remind  the  councilors  that  if  they  want  to  have  a 
second  reading  on  the  810,000,000  loan  order  for 
veterans'  housing  two  weeks  from  today,  unfor- 
tunately there  is  a  holiday.  I  move  at  this  time, 
if  it  is  possible,  if  there  is  going  to  be  any  adjourn- 
ment for  two  weeks,  it  be  two  weeks  from  tomorrow. 
I  do  not  want  another  week  wasted. 

President  KELLY — The  way  things  stand,  we 
will  have  to  meet  next  Monday. 


RESURFACING     OF    CERTAIN     WARD     10 
PLAYGROUNDS. 

Coun.  CAREY  offered  the  following: 
Ordered,  That  the  Park  Commission  be  re- 
quested, through  his  Honor  the  Mayor,  to  include 
in  next  year's  budget  sufficient  funds  to  properly 
resurface  the  Mission  Hill,  Parker  Hill  and  Jeffer- 
son Playgrounds  in  Ward  10. 

Passed  under  suspension  of  the  rule. 


LAYING  OUT   OF   DAISY   FIELD, 
JAMAICAWAY. 

Coun.  CAREY  offered  the  following: 
Ordered,  That  the  Park  Commission  be  re- 
quested, through  his  Honor  the  Mayor,  to  include 
in  next  year's  budget  sufficient  funds  to  properly 
lay  out,  as  a  playground,  the  so-called  Daisy  Field 
on  Jamaicaway,  in  Ward  10. 

Passed  under  suspension  of  the  rule. 


ACCEPTANCE   OF  HARVEST  TERRACE, 
WARD  7. 

Coun.  LINEHAN  offered  the  following: 
Ordered,    That   the    Board    of    Street   Commis- 
sioners be  requested,  through  his  Honor  the  Mayor, 
to  accept  and  lay  out  as  a  public   way  Harvest 
terrace,  Ward  7. 

Passed  under  suspension  of  the  rule. 


RECESS. 

On  motion  of  Councilor  Bayley,  the  Council 
voted  at  3.40  p.  m.  to  take  a  recess  subject  to  the 
call  of  the  Chair.  The  members  reassembled  and 
were  called  to  order  by  President  Kelly  at  4.20  p.  m. 


EXECUTIVE   COMMITTEE   REPORTS. 

Coun.  FISH,  for  the  Executive  Committee,  sub- 
mitted the  following: 

1.  Report  on  message  of  Mayor  and  orders 
(referred  September  30J  that  Fire  Commissioner 
be  authorized  to  sell  at  public  auction,  after  duly 
advertising  time  and  place  of  sale,  the  fireboat 
"John  P.  Dowd,"  Engine  47,  at  upset  price  of 
810,000,  and  two  boilers  at  upset  price  of  $10,000 — 
that  same  ought  to  pass. 

The  report  was  accepted,  and  the  orders  were 
passed. 

2.  Report  on  message  of  Mayor  and  orders 
(referred  today;  for  transfer  of  82,000  from  appro- 
priation for  City  Planning  Board  to  Public  Build- 
ings Department,  and  transfer  of  8504  from  Public 
Buildings  Department  to  County  Buildings  De- 
partment— that  same  ought  to  pass. 

The  report  was  accepted,  and  said  orders  were 
passed,  yeas  17,  nays  0: 

Yeas — Councilors  Bayley,  Bryan,  Cantwell, 
Carey,  Coffey,  Cook,  Fish,  Hannon,  Hurley, 
Keenan,  Kelly,  Kinsella,  Linehan,  McCormack, 
Moriarty,  Scannell,  Sullivan — 17. 

Nays — 0. 


EQUIPMENT    FOR    WINTER    SPORTS    AT 
WRIGHT   GOLF   COURSE. 

Coun.  CANTWELL  and  BRYAN  offered  the 
following: 

Ordered,  That  his  Honor  the  Mayor  be  requested 
to  direct  the  Park  Commissioner  to  immediately 
arrange  for  the  installation  of  equipment  in  con- 
nection with  the  initiation  of  a  program  of  winter 
sports  to  be  made  available  at  the  George  Wright 
Golf  Course  for  the  residents  of  Boston. 

Coun.  CANTWELL— Mr.  President,  when  the 
George  Wright  Golf  Course  was  first  built  some 
time  ago,  I  understood  that  they  were  going  to 
have  winter  carnivals  there.  It  is  a  natural  site 
for  that  purpose.  All  winter  long  that  property 
lies  there.  It  is  dead.  In  Boston  we  have  a 
number  of  people  who  go  to  New  Hampshire  for 
winter  sports  when  we  have  a  site  right  here  that 
could  be  utilized  for  that  purpose.  I  hope  that 
his  Honor  the  Mayor  will  see  tit  to  see  that  we 
have  winter  carnivals  at  the  George  Wright  Golf 
Course  during  the  winter  season. 

The  order  was  passed  under  suspension  of  the 
rule. 


RECORDING   OF   COUNCILOR   MORIARTY 
ON   VETERANS'    HOUSING    LOAN. 

Coun.  MORIARTY— Mr.  President,  I  would 
like  unanimous  consent  to  be  recorded  in  the 
affirmative  on  the  810,000,000  loan  for  veterans' 
housing — on  the  loan  order. 

President  KELLY — If  there  is  no  objection, 
Councilor  Moriarty  will  be  recorded  in  the 
affirmative. 


ATTENDANCE   OF   COUNCILORS   AT 
HEARINGS   ON   CITY   CHARTER 
REVISION. 
Coun.  HURLEY  offered  the  following: 
Ordered,  That  the  Recess  Commission  for  study 
of  the  Boston  City  Charter  be  requested,  through 
his  Honor  the  Mayor,   to  invite  the  members  of 
the   City   Council   to   any  hearings   held   by  said 
commission,  so  that  City  Council  members  may 
have  an  opportunity  to  express  opinions  concerning 
provisions  of  the  charter. 

Coun.  HURLEY— Mr.  President,  there  has 
been  appointed  a  Recess  Commission  for  the  study 
of  the  Boston  City  Charter.  I  think  it  is  leading 
up  to  Plan  E.  I  am  sure  Speaker  Willis  of  the 
House  of  Representatives  at  the  next  session  will 
persist  in  pushing  Plan  E  on  the  people  of  Boston. 
I  hope  that  we  will  be  notified  by  this  Recess 
Commission  of  all  hearings,  and  that  members 
of  the  Boston  City  Council  will  be  able  to  be 
present  at  these  hearings  and  protect,  as  far  as 
possible,  the  people  of  Boston  from  this  form  of 
city  government.  You  and  I  know  that  every 
year  different  cities  are  trying  this.  Some  are 
holding  on  because  of  a  false  economy  like  the 
city  of  Cambridge.  It  was  only  in  the  past  month 
that  through  false  economy  in  their  water  depart- 
ment, in  not  having  sufficient  help  and  not  replac- 
ing old  water  mains,  they  had  ten  or  twelve  mains 
break.  The  cost  of  replacing  the  mains  will  be 
in  the  vicinity  of  half  a  million  dollars,  plus  an 
estimated  cost  of  $2,500,000  damage  which  was 
done  to  property  in  Cambridge.  If  Plan  E  is 
forced  on  the  people  of  Boston,  of  course  there 
will  be  reduction  in  help.  There  will  be  forced 
economy  of  materials  and  work,  such  as  happened 
in  Cambridge  in  the  past  four  weeks.  There  will 
be  consolidation  of  departments  and  wholesale 
firing  of  help  in  the  City  of  Boston.  We  know 
that  was  the  talk  of  the  Republican  machine  last 
year  on  Beacon  Hill;  whether  we  like  it  or  not, 
they  are  going  to  try  to  pass  this  without  a  refer- 
endum to  the  people,  and  have  a  Republican 
Legislature  force  Plan  E  on  the  people  of  Boston. 
I  hope,  Mr.  President,  this  resolution  will  be 
honored  by  the  Recess  Commission  for  the  study 
of  the  Boston  City  Charter  and  that  all  the  meet- 
ings being  held  relative  to  this  matter  will  be  held 
with  notice  to  the  members  of  this  Body. 

The  order  was  passed  under  suspension  of  the 
rule. 


OCTOBER    28,    1946. 
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REPORT   OF  COMMITTEE   ON   LICENSES. 

Coun.  SCANNELL,  for  the  Committee  on 
Licenses,  submitted  the  following: 

Report  on  message  of  Mayor  and  order  (referred 
September  23)  accepting  chapter  207  of  Acts  of 
1946  permitting  bowling  on  the  Lord's  Day — that 
same  ought  to  pass. 

The  report  was  accepted,  and  the  question 
came  on  the  passage  of  the  order. 

Coun.  BRYAN— Mr.  President,  I  ask  that  a 
public  hearing  be  held  in  regard  to  this  order. 

President  KELLY — Councilor  Bryan  makes  the 
motion  that  a  public  hearing  be  held  on  this 
matter.     Talking  on  the  motion,  Councilor  Coffey. 

Coun.  COFFEY— Mr.  President,  all  the  Com- 
mittee on  Licenses  does  is  take  this  matter  up 
with  the  vice  president  of  the  Bowling  League 
who  recently  bought  some  bowling  alleys  in  my 
ward.  All  this  committee  does  is  accept  or  reject 
the  act.  If  we  accept  the  act  today,  we  can  hold 
a  hearing  before  the  Committee  on  Ordinances 
some  day  this  week.  Councilor  Hannon  agreed 
to  hold  a  hearing  on  Friday  morning — I  mean 
Councilor  Cook.  It  has  been  agreed  a  hearing 
will  be  held  this  week.  I  understand  now  the 
chairman  has  agreed  to  hold  a  meeting  on  Thurs- 
day. Is  that  satisfactory  to  Councilor  Bryant? 
All  we  are  doing  is  accepting  or  rejecting  the  act. 
The  final  say  is  with  the  Committee  on  Ordi- 
nances which  has  to  set  the  price.  We  can  act  on 
next  Monday. 

Coun.  BRYAN— Mr.  President,  I  would  like  to 
have  the  President  set  the  time  of  the  hearing 
so  that  the  church  organizations  opposed  to  the 
Sunday  bowling  will  have  an  opportunity  to  be 
heard. 

President  KELLY — Councilor  Cook, ,  will  you 
set  the  time  for  the  hearing  of  the  Committee  on 
Ordinances  for  Thursday? 

Coun.  COOK — Mr.  President,  my  committee 
meeting  Thursday  morning  is  as  an  executive 
meeting.  It  has  nothing  to  do  with  bowling. 
I  will  not  call  a  meeting  on  the  bowling  fees  until 
the  act  is  accepted  in  the  Committee  on  Licenses. 
President  KELLY — Councilor,  the  motion  is  to 
accept  the  act.  It  is  before  the  Committee  on 
Licenses  now.     I  want  to  try  to  clear  up  the  matter. 

Coun.  BRYAN— Mr.  President,  I  believe  that 
Councilor  Scannell  is  the  chairman  of  the  Com- 
mittee on  Licenses. 

Coun.  SCANNELL— Mr.  Chariman. 

President  KELLY — I  am  informed  that  before 
the  Committee  on  Ordinances  can  hold  a  hearing, 
we  have  to  accept  the  act — before  a  public  hearing 
is  held  before  the  Ordinances  Committee.  I  am 
informed  by  the  City  Clerk  it  has  to  be  in  legal  form. 

Coun.  BRYAN — I  do  not  want  the  order  passed 
here  today.     I  want  a  public  hearing  on  it. 

President  KELLY — This  is  just  accepting  the 
act.  The  ordinance  for  bowling  will  have  a  public 
hearing  Thursday  morning  by  the  chairman  of  the 
committee. 

Coun.  BRYAN — Councilor  Cook  said  so.  He 
is  not  the  chairman  of  the  Committee  on  Licenses, 
so  I  believe.  I  want  to  have  the  situation  cleared 
up. 

President  KELLY — Councilor  Scannell,  you  are 
chairman  of  the  Committee  on  Licenses. 

Coun.  SCANNELL — Mr.  President,  the  Com- 
mittee on  Licenses  has  voted  to  pass,  or  to  accept, 
this  legislation,  today.  I  wish  Councilor  Bryan 
would  listen.  It  was  done  with  the  idea  that  there 
will  be  a  public  hearing  before  the  Committee  on 
Ordinances.  It  has  to  be  accepted  by  the  City 
Council.  If  the  chairman  of  the  Committee  on 
Ordinances  will  name  a  date,  as  I  understood  that 
he  was  going  to,  then  there  can  be  a  public  hearing 
after  today  when  we  have  accepted  it.  Is  that 
clear,  councilor? 

President  KELLY — Councilor  Cook,  can  you 
enlighten  Councilor  Bryan?  If  the  act  is  accepted, 
you  will  call  a  public  hearing? 

Coun.  COOK — If  this  act  is  accepted,  I  will  call 
a  meeting  as  soon  as  possible,  probably  Thursday 
morning.     I  understand  the  act  was  accepted. 

President  KELLY — The  act  was  not  accepted. 
It  is  before  us,  councilor. 

Coun.  COOK — Until  it  is  accepted,  there  will 
be  no  meeting  of  the  Committee  on  Ordinances  to 
set  fees.  If  it  is  accepted  today,  I  shall  call  a 
meeting  Thursday. 

Coun.  FISH — Mr.  Chairman,  may  I  ask  the 
chairman  of  the  Committee  on  Ordinances  to 
clarify  the  mind  of  the  Council — if  it  is  accepted, 
will  he  call  a  meeting  this  week? 


Coun.  COOK — I  have  just  got  through  saying  I 
would  call  it  this  Thursday.  I  have  been  informed 
there  is  a  Committee  on  Hospitals  meeting  at  the 
hospital.  Then  I  will  call  it  on  a  date  that  would 
be  acceptable.  I  think  that  probably  would  be 
Friday.  That  is  all  on  the  supposition  that  the 
Council  accepts  the  act  today. 

President  KELLY — Do  you  understand  that? 

Coun.  BRYAN— That  is  right. 

President  KELLY — The  question  is  on  the 
acceptance  of  the  act.  Those  in  favor  will  say 
"Aye." 

Coun.  COOK— Mr.  President. 

Coun.  BRYAN— Mr.  President,  I  want  to  get 

President  KELLY — The  vote  is  being  taken. 

Coun.  BRYAN — Mr.  President,  there  is  still  a 
misunderstanding  all  around.  I  am  going  to  move 
that  the  order  be  laid  on  the  table  until  we  get 
sufficient  information  to  find  out  which  way  we 
are  going.  I  understand  from  the  chairman  of  one 
committee  he  is  going  to  hold  a  committee  meeting 
Friday.  The  other  chairman  is  going  to  hold  a 
committee  hearing.  I  move  the  order  be  laid  on 
the  table. 

Coun.  SCANNELL — Just  a  minute,  Mr.  Presi- 
dent. 

President  KELLY — According  to  the  rules  of 
the  Council,  there  is  no  debate  on  the  motion. 
Councilor  Bryan  makes  a  motion  that  the  order 
before  us  to  accept  the  act  be  laid  on  the  table. 

Coun.  McCORMACK— Mr.  President,  a  point 
of  information. 

President  KELLY — There  is  no  point  of  in- 
formation. 

The  question  came  on  the  motion  to  lay  on  the 
table  and  the  motion  was  lost. 

President  KELLY — I  want  to  make  a  statement. 
I  want  to  try  to  clear  up  in  Councilor  Bryan's 
mind  what  is  taking  place.  Evidently  he  does  not 
understand. 

Coun.  BRYAN — Mr.  President,  I  understand. 
I  am  not  going  to  be  told  one  thing  by  one  chairman 
and  another  by  another  chairman. 

President  KELLY — That  is  what  I  mean. 
Councilor  Cook,  you  are  chairman  of  the  Com- 
mittee on  Ordinances.  I  understand  there  is  a 
Committee  on  Hospitals  meeting  at  11  a.  m. 
Thursday  morning.  If  this  act  is  accepted  by 
the  Council  today,  when  would  you  call  a  committee 
meeting  of  the  Committee  on  Ordinances  and  have 
a  public  hearing? 

Coun.  COOK — Mr.  President,  I  will  call  a  meet- 
ing Friday  at  eleven  o'clock.  Mr.  President,  I 
think  this  is  what  Councilor  Bryan  had  in  mind. 
Before  the  Committee  on  Ordinances  could  set 
fees  for  Sunday  bowling,  we  would  have  to  have 
Sunday  bowling  accepted.  It  has  been  my  under- 
standing that  the  Committee  on  Licenses  did  not 
have  a  public  hearing  on  whether  or  not  they 
would  accept  the  act  before  they  put  their  report 
into  the  Council.  I  think  that  is  Councilor  Bryan's 
idea. 

Coun.  BRYAN — That  is  correct.  I  was  told 
so  by  the  chairman. 

President  KELLY — I  want  to  find  out  what  is 
in  your  mind.  Do  you  understand,  councilor,  that 
Councilor  Cook  said  he  would  hold  a  public  hearing 
on  Friday  of  this  week  if  the  act  is  accepted? 

Coun.  BRYAN — That  is  right.  I  understand 
the  chairman  of  the  Committee  on  Licenses  prom- 
ised to  hold  a  meeting  on  Friday  before  it  came 
into  the  Body  at  all.  I  want  that  situation  cleared 
up. 

President  KELLY — The  clerk  informs  me  that 
before  the  Committee  on  Ordinances  can  hold  a 
hearing  the  Committee  on  Licenses  has  to  accept 

Coun.  KINSELLA— Mr.  President,  I  am  not 
going  to  set  myself  up  as  one  who  can  clarify  this, 
but  I  ask  all  the  councilors  to  listen.  The  clerk 
can  judge  as  to  what  is  going  on.  Assuming  we 
accept  this  today,  we  implement  it  with  orders 
which  the  Ordinance  Committee  will  work  out  as  a 
result  of  meeting  Friday.  In  the  event  that  no 
ordinance  is  ever  devised  to  have  Sunday  bowling, 
then  the  act,  even  upon  acceptance,  cannot  become 
operative. 

Coun.  COOK — Mr.  President,  one  of  the  reasons 
why  your  chairman  of  the  Committee  on  Ordi- 
nances has  taken  this  view  of  the  matter,  when  I 
said  I  would  not  call  a  public  hearing  until  the  act 
was  accepted,  was  that  the  Committee  on  Ordi- 
nances had  a  meeting  on  the  setting  up  of  fees  for 
Sunday  bowling.  All  the  councilors  were  invited 
and  the  bowling  people  were  invited.  At  that 
time  I  was  under  the  impression  that  the  act  had 
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been  accepted  by  the  City  Council,  The  setting 
up  of  fees  for  bowling  alleys  operating  on  Sunday 
is  something  thai  should  be  arranged  after  the  act 
is  accepted.  Might  now  I  have  a  question  in  my 
mind  whether  this  means  a  public  hearing  because, 
even  after  the  ordinance  is  accepted  and  there  is 
an  ordinance  that  lias  been  submitted  to  us  upon 
which  evidence  was  heard  by  the  Committee  on 
Ordinances,  so  far  as  the  committee  is  concerned 
today,  all  we  would  nee. I  would  be  an  executive 
meeting  to  determine  what  the  committee  thought 
was  a  fair  and  reasonable  rate  for  Sunday  bowling 
licenses,  in  the  event  that  Sunday  bowling  was 
accepted  by  the  Boston  City  Cpuncil.  In  view  of 
the  misstatements  orally  in  the  presence  of  us  and 
over  the  radio  and  in  the  press,  it  seems  to  me  we 
should  not  act  until  the  matter  of  accepting  the  act 
for  Sunday  bowling  is  recognized  and  threshed  out. 
It  is  my  impression  Councilor  Bryan  wanted  a 
public  hearing  on  the  acceptance  of  the  act.  So 
far  as  I  know,  there  has  been  none.  The  Com- 
mittee on  Licenses,  in  its  wisdom,  has  put  in  a 
report  saying  the  act  should  be  accepted  at  this 
time.  Then  it  devolves  upon  the  various  councilors 
who  have  an  interest  one  way  or  the  other  to  debate 
that  motion.  Until  that  motion  is  disposed  of,  I 
do  not  see  that  the  Committee  on  Ordinances 
should  take  any  action.  I  have  made  the  statement 
I  will  stick  to  it.  If  the  act  is  accepted,  the  Com- 
mittee on  Ordinances  will  try  to  either  pass  upon 
the  recommended  ordinance  or  fees  and  their 
amounts,  or  set  up  another  ordinance  which  would 
be  reasonable  and  fair  to  all  the  people  around. 

President  KELLY — The  Chair  might  explain 
and  try  to  clear  it  up.  Even  if  we  should  accept 
this  act  today,  it  will  not  mean  anything  until  the 
ordinance  is  passed. 

Coun.  BRYAN — Mr.  President,  I  asked  for  a 
hearing  before  Ordinances  the  day  the  committee 
meeting  was  held  in  Ordinances,  and  they  told  me 
when  it  came  up  before  the  Licensing  Committee, 
that  was  the  place  I  was  to  get  my  hearing.  Now 
1  think  in  fairness  to  the  church  organizations  and 
all  those  interested,  for  or  against  Sunday  bowling, 
they  should  have  an  opportunity  to  be  heard.  I 
think  before  the  Licensing  Committee  report  is 
accepted,  a  committee  meeting  should  be  held. 
I  am  still  in  favor  of  a  committee  meeting  being 
held  before  it  is  accepted. 

President  KELLY — Councilor  Bryan,  you  can 
make  a  motion  it  be  recommitted  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  Licenses  and  that  a  hearing  be  held  this 
week. 

Coun.  BRYAN — I  so  move. 

The  question  came  on  the  motion  to  recommit 
to  the  Committee  on  Licenses  with  a  public  hear- 
ing to  be  held  by  the  committee  this  week. 

Coun.  BRYAN — It  is  up  to  the  Committee  on 
Licenses. 

Coun.  COFFEY — Mr.  President,  speaking  on 
the  motion,  I  do  not  think  there  is  any  necessity 
for  this  going  back  to  the  committee  for  another 
hearing  which  we  will  have  before  the  Committee 
on  Ordinances.  I  think  we  have  waited  long 
enough.  It  has  been  in  the  committee  long  enough. 
They  have  taken  a  vote  on  it  today  and  voted  to 
bring  it  out.  If  we  pass  it  today,  as  the  clerk  will 
explain,  it  still  will  not  be  in  effect  until  the  Com- 
mittee on  Ordinances  sits  down  and  has  a  meeting 
on  it,  whether  it  is  public  or  private,  and  then 
decides  on  what  fee  it  shall  set  for  the  bowling 
operators  throughout  the  city.  They  cannot 
operate  until  the  Committee  on  Ordinances  gives 
them  the  go-ahead  sign.  I  hope  it  is  not  sent  back 
to  the  Committee  on  Licenses. 

The  question  came  on  the  motion  to  recommit, 
and  the  motion  was  declared  lost.  Councilor 
Bryan  doubted  the  vote,  and  asked  for  a  roll  call. 
A  sufficient  number  of  councilors  having  supported 
him,  the  roll  was  called,  and  the  motion  to  recommit 
was  carried,  yeas  10,  nays  7: 

Yeas — Councilors  Bayley,  Bryan,  Cantwell, 
Chase,  Cook,  Hannon,  Linchan,  McCormack, 
Moriarty,  Scanncll — 10. 

Nays — Councilors  Carey,  Coffey,  Fish,  Hurley, 
Keenan,  Kinsella,  Sullivan — 7. 

Voting  present — Councilor  Kelly — 1. 

President  KELLY — The  order  is  recommitted 
1,1  'tie  Committee  on  Licenses. 

Coun.  SCANNELL — Mr.  Chairman,  there  will 
be  a  meeting  of  the  Committee  on  Licenses  Friday 
morning  at  e\e\  en  o'clock. 

C  mn.  FISH-  .Mr.  President,  a  point  of  informa- 
tion. Will  the  Committee  on  Licenses  have  to  act 
upon  tin    before  the  Ordinance  Committee? 


President  KELLY — 1  am  informed  by  the  City 
Clerk  the  Committee  on  Ordinances  cannot  take 
final  action  until  the  Committee  on  Licenses  acts 
on  it. 

Coun.  FISH — I  wonder  if  the  chairman  of  the 
Committee  on  Licenses  would  consider  advancing 
that  public  hearing  so  that  the  Ordinance  Com- 
mittee may  have  an  opportunity  to  act  on  it  after 
that,  so  that,  there  will  be  action  on  it  by  next 
Monday. 

Coun.  SCANNELL— Mr.  President,  I  think 
there  should  be  time  allowed  to  those  people  who 
are  for  the  ordinance  or  opposed  to  this  ordinance. 
We  should  give  them  time.  I  think  the  matter  of 
five  days  can  be  timed  so  that  anybody  opposed  to 
this  could  be  notified.  I  am  going  to  ask  that  they 
be  notified  tonight. 

Coun.  COOK — Mr.  President,  I  wish  that  in 
any  notices  going  out,  it  is  clearly  stated  that  this 
meeting  has  nothing  to  do  with  an  ordinance,  but 
with  the  order  for  acceptance  of  Sunday  bowling  in 
Boston. 

President  KELLY — Does  the  Chair  understand 
it  is  the  will  of  the  members  of  the  Body  that  this 
be  a  publicly  advertised  hearing  of  the  Committee 
on  Licenses? 

Coun.  SCANNELL — Well,  if  it  is  the  wish  that 
i  t  be  a  public  hearing,  it  shall  be,  but  if  it  is  the  wish 
of  any  member  who  is  opposed  to  the  accepting  of 
Sunday  bowling  in  Boston  not  to  have  one,  it  will 
depend  on  the  wish  of  the  Body.  I  believe  there 
are  a  few  councilors  who  want  a  public  hearing. 
I  think  they  should  have  it. 

Coun.  KINSELLA — Mr.  President. 

President  KELLY — The  matter  will  rest  with 
the  chairman  of  the  Committee  on  Licenses. 

Coun.  KINSELLA — If  it  is  a  public  hearing,  it 
must  be  advertised  seven  days  in  advance. 

President  KELLY — I  understand  there  is  no 
requirement  that  it  be  advertised  seven  days  in 
advance. 

Coun.  KINSELLA— A  public  hearing? 

President  KELLY; — Not  this  kind  of  hearing. 

Coun.  BRYAN — I  want  this  as  a  public  hearing 
so  that  church  organizations  who  have  written  to 
me  in  opposition  to  this  bill  may  have  an  oppor- 
tunity to  come  in  here.  I  do  not  want  it  discussed 
among  the  councilors.  I  want  an  open,  public 
hearing  so  that  the  bill  can  be  heard. 
-  Coun.  SCANNELL — Mr.  President,  any  hearing 
that  has  ever  come  before  the  City  Council  in 
regard  to  any  order  accepting  any  bill  of  the  Legis- 
lature has  always  been  open  to  the  public.  I 
meant  as  far  as  the  executive  meeting  went,  and  so 
forth.  This  shall  be  open  to  the  public  or  anybody 
who  wishes  to  attend.  If  the  gentleman  from 
Ward  20  (Councilor  Bryan)  wishes,  it  will  be  held 
on  the  main  floor  of  the  City  Council. 

Coun.  BRYAN — I  want  to  thank  the  gentleman 
for  his  information. 


CHANGING    NAME    OF    "HARVARD 
BRIDGE"  TO  "TECHNOLOGY  BRIDGE." 

Coun.  HURLEY  offered  the  following: 

Ordered,  That  his  Honor  the  Mayor  request 
appropriate  authorities  to  change  the  name  of  the 
so-called  "Harvard  Bridge"  to  the  "Technology 
Bridge." 

Coun.  HURLEY— Mr.  President,  before  I 
introduce  the  order  today  I  want  to  say  I  think 
it  is  a  fair  order.  Here  is  a  bridge  that  leads 
from  Boston  to  the  city  of  Cambridge  to  the 
doors  of  the  Massachusetts  Institute  of  Tech- 
nology. It  bears  the  name  "Harvard  Bridge." 
Harvard  University  is  at  least  two  or  three  miles 
away  from  the  bridge.  This  bridge  leads  to  the 
doors  of  that  great  institution  which  has  done  so 
much  for  this  country  in  the  past  war.  I  think 
it  is  only  fitting  and  proper,  Mr.  President,  that 
the  proper  authorties  be  consulted  with  regard 
to  the  advisability  of  changing  the  name  of  the 
"Harvard  Bridge"  to  "Technology  Bridge. 
I  would  like  to  amend  the  order  now  and  in  place 
of  "Technology  Bridge"  have  it  read  the  "Massa- 
chusetts Institute  of  Technology   Bridge." 

Coun.  COOK — Mr.  President,  speaking  on  the 
motion,  I  am  sure  that  the  councilor  from  Ward  8 
(Councilor  Hurley),  by  praising  the  Massachusetts 
Institute  of  Technology,  did  not  in  any  way 
imply  that  Harvard  College  was  any  less  helpful 
in  winning  the  war  or  in  any  other  way.  It  seems 
to  me,  Mr.  President,  that  in  changing  the  name 
from  the  "Harvard  Bridge,"  think  of  the  poor 
policemen  who  will  have  to  change  all  the  tags 
and  speeding  tickets  and  write  out  that  the  place 
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of  arrest  was  the  "Massachusetts  Institute  of 
Technology  Bridge"  instead  of  the  "Harvard 
Bridge."  I  think  it  is  a  late  time  to  be  changing 
the  name  of  a  well-known  place  and  a  well-known 
bridge.  We  can  name  something  else  after  the 
Massachusetts  Institute  of  Technology.  But  I 
certainly  would  not  change  the  name  of  the  Har- 
vard Bridge  at  this  time.  I  do  not  think  it  is 
any  disparagement  to  that  great  institution  across 
the  Charles.  I  would  like  to  know,  if  I  may  be 
answered  later  by  the  councilor  from  Ward  8,  as 
to  what  brought  this  on  at  this  time,  especially 
when  Harvard  is  one  of  the  undefeated,  untied 
football  teams  in  the  East.  Why  at  this  time  does 
he  wish  to  change  the  name? 

Coun.  HURLEY— Mr.  President,  it  is  in  the 
Boston  Evening  Globe,  a  very  reputable  paper. 
The  Roxbury  Centennial  Edition  asked  for  it. 
Here  are  the  headlines  in  the  Boston  Globe  asking 
why  the  bridge  to  Massachusetts  Institute  of 
Technology  is  called  the  Harvard  Bridge.  I 
think  it  is  a  fair  question.  Why  is  the  bridge  to 
Massachusetts  Institute  of  Technology  called  the 
Harvard  Bridge? 

Coun.  BAYLEY — Mr.  President,  talking  on  the 
motion  I  agree  with  all  the  distinguished  coun- 
cilor from  Ward  12  (Councilor  Cook)  said.  As 
an  alumnus  of  Harvard,  may  I  rise  in  defence  of 
my  institution?  While  it  is  true  Massachusetts 
Institute  of  Technology  has  a  distinguished  his- 
tory, no  college  in  this  country  has  had  so  long  a 
history  as  Harvard,  which  recently  celebrated  its 
three  hundredth  anniversary.  What  the  dis- 
tinguished councilor  said  is  true.  Harvard  men 
are  known  all  over  the  world  for  their  learning 
and  now  for  their  football  team.  It  will  be  very 
difficult,  as  the  councilor  has  said,  for  the  people 
in  my  district  to  learn  to  call  the  bridge  the  Massa- 
chusetts Institute  of  Technology  Bridge.  My 
district  is  at  the  end  of  the  bridge.  It  may  be 
that  the  councilor  who  introduced  the  order  likes 
long  words.  We  are  simple  folk  in  Boston. 
We  should  have  the  name  we  know  best.  You 
get  a  long  four-word  name  for  the  bridge  and  that 
would   be  very  unfortunate,  in   my  mind. 

Coun.  HURLEY— Mr.  President,  I  wish  to 
withdraw  the  amendment  calling  it  the  Massa- 
chusetts Institute  of  Technology  Bridge,  and  let 
it  stand  originally  as  Technology  Bridge. 


President  KELLY — Does  Councilor  Bayley 
yield? 

Coun.  BAYLEY — I  will  yield  on  this  occasion. 

Coun.  HURLEY— If  it  is  difficult  for  the 
people  in  the  Back  Bay  to  pronounce  those  four 
words,  "Massachusetts  Institute  of  Technology," 
there  is  a  suggestion  made  here  that  it  be  called 
the  Tech  Bridge.  That  is  a  short  word  of  four 
letters.  I  think  the  people  over  in  the  Back  Bay 
will  be  able  to  pronounce  and  spell  Tech.  I  now 
ask  an  amendment  to  the  order. 

Coun.  COOK — Mr.  President,  a  point  of 
information. 

Coun.  BAYLEY— I  have  just -yielded. 

President  KELLY — Councilor  Bayley  has  the 
floor.     Do  you  yield  to  Councilor  Cook? 

Coun.  BAYLEY — There  is  a  question  if  the 
gentleman  from  Roxbury  (Councilor  Hurley)  can 
spell  the  name  he  originally  has  given. 

Coun.  HURLEY— For  $5  I  will  spell  it. 

Coun.  COOK — Mr.  President,  talking  on  the 
motion  to  withdraw,  now  that  we  are  back  to 
the  original  motion  to  call  it  the  Tech  Bridge, 
I  wonder  if  the  councilor  from  Ward  8  (Councilor 
Hurley)  realizes  that  is  the  name  of  a  toothbrush 
instead  of  an  institution  of  learning.  I  think  we 
ought  to  stay  with  dear  Old  Harvard  and  keep  it 
as  the  Harvard  Bridge. 

Coun.  HURLEY — Mr.  President,  to  save  time 
I  will  let  the  order  stand  as  it  was  originally, 
Technology  Bridge.  We  will  educate  the  people 
in  the  Back  Bay  to  the  spelling  of  Technology. 

Coun.  BAYLEY — And  educate  the  councilor 
from  Ward  8. 

The  motion  came  on  the  passage  of  the  order, 
and  the  order  was  declared  passed.  Councilor 
Bayley  doubted  the  vote,  and  asked  for  a  roll 
call.  A  sufficient  number  of  councilors  did  not 
support  him. 

President  KELLY — I  am  sorry,  councilor. 

Coun.  BAYLEY— Will  you  ring  the  bell,  Mr. 
President,  and  see  if  Councilor  Muchnick  is 
outside? 

Adjourned,  on  motion  of  Councilor  Sullivan,  at 
4.45  p.  m.,  to  meet  on  Monday,  November  4,  1946, 
at  2  p.  m. 
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Proceedings  of  City  Council. 


Boston,  November  4,  1946. 

Regular  meeting  of  the  City  Council  held  in  the 
Council  Chamber  at  2  p.  m.,  President  KELLY 
in  the  chair.     Absent,  Councilor  McCormack. 

The  meeting  was  opened  with  the  salute  to  the 
Flag. 


PETITIONS   REFERRED. 
The    following    petitions    were    received    and 
referred  to  the  committees  named,  viz.: 

Claims. 

Joseph  Coleman,  for  compensation  for  damage 
to  car  by  city  truck. 

Patrick  J.  Connolly,  to  be  reimbursed  as  result 
of  accident  which  occurred  while  in  performance 
of  duty. 

Daniel  J.  Foley,  for  compensation  for  damage 
to  car  caused  by  an  alleged  defect  in  Hunnewell 
avenue,  Brighton. 

Michael  F.  McGinley,  to  be  reimbursed  as 
result  of  accident  which  occurred  while  in  per- 
formance of  duty. 

Rose  A.  Mclnnis,  for  compensation  for  damage 
to  car  caused  by  City  Hospital  ambulance. 

Arthur  J.  Roberto,  for  compensation  for  injuries 
caused  by  an  alleged  defect  in  Sumner  Tunnel. 

William  J.  Timmins,  for  compensation  for 
damage  to  glasses  and  injuries  caused  by  an  alleged 
defect  in  South  Ferry. 

Executive. 
Petition   of   Mrs.    William   Farley,    to   be   paid 
annuity  on  account  of  death  of  husband,  William  F. 
Farley,  late  member  of  Fire  Department. 

Committee  on  Licenses. 
Petitions  for  driveway  openings:  William  P. 
Daley,  55  Jersey  street;  S.  &  S.  Eustis  Co.,  Inc., 
36-50  Dearborn  street,  at  Eustis  street;  Marr 
Equipment  Company,  25  D  street,  Ward  6;  Mer- 
chants Realty  Company,  1302-1306  Boylston 
street;  George  Missell,  Economy  Grocery  Stores  . 
Corporation,  590-600  Washington  street,  Brighton; 
Abraham  SherofT,  200  Harrison  avenue,  Ward  3; 
Eastern  Specialty  Products,  Inc.,  83  Zeigler  street, 
at  Winslow  street. 


FINANCE      COMMISSION       REPORT       RE 
HUNTINGTON   AVENUE   WIDENING. 
The  following  was  received: 

City  of  Boston, 
Finance  Commission,  October  29,  1946. 
Hon.  James  M.  Curley, 

Mayor  of  Boston. 
Honorable  Sir, —  There  is  now  before  the 
Board  of  Street  Commissioners  an  order  to  widen 
Huntington  avenue  between  Norway  and  Gains- 
borough streets  on  the  side  on  which  Symphony 
Hall,  Horticultural  Hall  and  the  Christian  Science 
Church  properties  abut.  One  order  to  provide  for 
such  a  widening  has  been  adopted,  but  a  proposed  • 
modification  of  the  plan  on  which  that  order  was 
based  has  now  necessitated  a  reopening  of  the 
matter.  Inasmuch  as  it  appears  that  there  is 
opposition  to  any  widening  of  Huntington  avenue 
at  all  in  this  vicinity,  the  Commission  desires  to 
make  public  record  of  certain  facts  in  connection 
thereto. 

Representatives  of  the  Street  Commission, 
which  ordered  the  widening,  have  informed  the 
Finance  Commission  that  the  proposal  to  make 
this  widening  did  not  come  to  the  Street  Com- 
mission in  the  form  of  a  petition  of  abutting  prop- 
erty owners.  Nor  was  the  proposal  made  by  the 
Traffic  Commission  which  is  the  primary  official 
agency  concerned  with  the  elimination  of  traffic 
hazards.  It  is,  rather,  a  widening  that  was  initiated 
by  the  Street  Commissioners  themselves. 

The  record  reveals  that  on  July  11,  1946,  with- 
out any  previous  public  discussion  or  announce- 
ment in  regard   to  it,   the   Street   Commissioners 


adopted  an  order  to  authorize  a  public  hearing  on 
a  proposal  for  the  widening.  This  hearing  date 
was  duly  advertised  in  the  daily  papers  to  be  held 
on  July  24.  On  the  latter  date,  the  record  reveals, 
no  one  appeared  before  the  Street  Commission 
either  to  advocate  it  or  to  oppose  it.  The  City 
Councilor  in  the  district  has  informed  the  Finance 
Commission  that  he  received  no  notice  of  it  and 
u  i.not'-  in  fact'  know  i1;  was  being  held.  After 
the  hearing  date  an  order  of  widening  was  adopted 
which  was  approved  by  Mayor  Curley  on  August  7. 
The  widening,  as  provided  for  in  the  original 
plan,  parallels  the  underpass  on  Huntington 
avenue  from  a  point  beginning  at  Norway  street 
and  extending  westerly  to  Gainsborough  street. 
In  other  words,  the  widening  begins  210  feet  east 
of  the  easterly  approach  to  the  underpass  and 
extends  to  a  point  which  is  205  feet  west  of  the 
westerly  approach  to  the  underpass.  By  this 
plan  the  westerly  line  of  Gainsborough  street  will 
project  10  feet  more  into  Huntington  avenue  than 
will  the  easterly  line.  On  the  Norway  street  end 
the  line  of  the  widening  will  taper  to  the  existing 
line  of  Huntington  avenue  at  that  point. 

Because  the  entrance  steps  to  Symphony  Hall 
project  into  the  sidewalk,  by  the  original  plan 
the  three  steps  now  extending  to  the  sidewalk 
level,  perpendicular  to  the  street  line,  would  be 
eliminated  and  there  would  be  no  sidewalk  space 
left  at  that  locus  at  all.  Walkers  would  have  been 
required  to  mount  three  steps  at  either  end,  pass  a 
distance  of  approximately  120  feet  on  an  upper 
level  and  then  descend  three  steps  on  the  other 
side.  By  a  proposed  modification  in  the  plan 
which  is  the  reason  for  a  second  hearing  on  the 
matter  tomorrow  (October  30)  the  steps  are  to 
remain  as  they  now  are  with  a  sidewalk  strip  three 
feet  wide  outside.  In  the  remaining  length  of  the 
intended  widening  the  plan  remains  as  originally 
adopted. 

Except  in  this  locus  (Symphony  Hall)  and  at 
the  Norway  street  beginning  of  the  widening,  the 
strip  to  be  taken  is  an  even  10  feet  of  its  entire 
length.  In  front  of  the  Christian  Science  Church 
property,  a  10-foot  taking  would  require  a  10-foot 
slice  of  the  church  park  area  now  bordering  at 
that  point.  In  front  of  the  Uptown  Theatre  and 
the  side  of  Horticultural  Hall  it  would  take  away 
10  feet  of  an  area  used  for  sidewalk  purposes. 
The  present  sidewalk  here  is  approximately  22 
feet  wide.  Beyond  Symphony  Hall  to  Gains- 
borough street  it  would  require  10  feet  of  an  exist- 
ing sidewalk  area  which  is  approximately  23  feet 
wide.  In  other  words,  it  would  leave  a  sidewalk 
width  of  10  to  13  feet  along  its  entire  length 
except  where  the  Symphony  Hall  steps  project 
into  the  sidewalk.  At  the  latter  point  the  side- 
walk will  be  but  three  feet  wide. 

There  are  five  separately  owned  properties 
which  border  on  the  widening.  The  only  one 
which  has  changed  ownership  in  recent  years  is 
that  now  assessed  as  three  separate  parcels  ex- 
tending from  Symphony  Hall  to  Gainsborough 
street.  A  corporation  known  as  the  Midtown 
Realty,  Inc.,  became  the  owner  of  these  three 
parcels  in  November,  1945.  The  whole  area  was 
then  assessed  for  a  total  of  $750,000.  This  valua- 
tion had  been  approximately  constant  for  many 
years.  The  record  reveals  the  Midtown  Realty, 
Inc.,  to  be  a  Massachusetts  corporation  chartered 
September  21,  1945.  The  owners  of  its  stock  at 
that  time  were  Edward  I.  Cohen  of  Newton  and 
Henry  S.  Cohen  of  Brookline. 

The  land  valuation  for  the  entire  area  (51,547 
square  feet)  of  the  Midtown  Realty,  Inc.,  property 
totals  $412,400,  a  per-foot  value  of  $8.  No  part 
of  the  buildings  in  this  property  is  within  the  area 
of  taking.  In  fact,  the  area  to  be  taken  is  now 
and  has  been  for  many  years  used  as  sidewalk, 
and  there  remains  a  strip  of  about  12  feet  also 
used  as  sidewalk  between  the  inside  line  of  the 
taking  and  the  building  line. 

On  May  10,  1946,  on  the  entire  holding  of  the 
Midtown  Realty,  Inc.,  an  abatement  of  $100,000 
of  the  1945  valuation  was  granted  by  the  assessors, 
which  left  the  total  valuation  for  1945  at  $650,000. 
Nevertheless,  the  assessors  at  approximately  the 
same  time  fixed  the  1946  valuation  at  $750,000. 
In  other  words,  after  granting  an  abatement  of 
$100,000  of  the  1945  valuation,  the  assessors 
almost  immediately  restored  the  valuation  to  the 
figure  carried  on  the  assessment  roll  for  previous 
years  —  $750,000. 

On  the  merits  of  the  widening  opinion  will  differ. 
At  best  it  will  improve  passage  for  automobile 
traffic  on  a  length  of  approximately  400  yards.  In 
front  of   Symphony   Hall,   however,   it  will  leave 
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only  a  dangerously  narrow  strip  of  sidewalk,  3  feel. 
wide.  It  will  not  affect  at  all  the  corresponding 
traffic  lane  on  the  southerly  side  of  the  underpass 
where  the  conditions  are  practically  identical  with 
the  northerly  side.  It  will  make  a  dangerous  jog 
in  the  street  line  at  the  western  corner  of  Cains- 
borough  street  and  Huntington  avenue. 

One  of  the  most  damaging  criticisms  of  the  pro- 
posed change  which  can  be  made  is  the  fact  that 
a  primary  traffic  purpose  of  the  plan  is  defeated 
by  the  ultimate  design.  One  of  the  ostensibly 
chief  objectives  of  the  plan  is  provision  of  in- 
creased space  for:  (1)  traffic  from  the  north  enter- 
ing Huntington  avenue  at  Symphony  Hall  and 
proceeding  westerly,  and  (2)  traffic  from  the  south 
entering  Huntington  avenue  at  the  same  point. 
and  traveling  westerly.  Under  the  proposed  plan, 
however,  the  street  width  in  front  of  Symphony 
Hall  is  approximately  8  feet  narrower  than  the 
rest  of  the  length  of  the  widening.  This  narrow- 
ing at  the  point  of  entrance  inverts  the  funda- 
mental approach  to  a  traffic  solution  by  narrowing 
the  mouth  in  relation  to  the  rest  of  the  widening, 
and  tending  to  develop  a  bottleneck  which  nulli- 
fies any  benefits  of  increased  widening  beyond 
that  point. 

In  numerous  periods  of  observation,  representa- 
tives of  the  Finance  Commission  saw  little  moving 
traffic  in  the  lane  proposed  to  be  widened.  It  is 
plain  that  whatever  difficulty  in  moving  traffic 
might  develop  there  is  due,  not  to  the  narrowness 
of  the  lane  as  it  was  laid  out,  but  to  the  fact  that 
parking  of  automobiles  is  allowed  alongside  the 
curb.  This  narrows  the  width  for  moving  vehicles 
to  about  10  feet.  It  is  apparent  that  many  of  the 
parkers  are  for  periods  of  a  long  time.  Every  car 
length  is  continuously  occupied.  The  Traffic 
Department  has  even  encouraged  this  parking  by 
the  placing  of  a  painted  white  line  parallel  to  the 
curbing  within  which  it  is  intended  that  parked 
cars  shall  be  kept.  In  each  period  of  Finance 
Commission  observation  it  was  noted  that  many 
drivers  park  with  little  respect  for  the  established 
line.  Such  cars,  when  they  are  projected  at  an 
angle  into  the  moving  traffic  lane,  increase  the 
difficulty  of  safe  passage  through. 

The  cost  of  the  improvement  is  problematical. 
The  construction  cost,  by  a  bid  already  received 
but  not  accepted,  is  approximately  $13,113.  The 
only  land  involved  in  the  taking  which  is  used  by 
the  owner  for  other  than  sidewalk  purposes  is  the 
strip  to  be  taken  off  the  park  area  owned  by  the 
Christian  Science  Church.  Included  within  this 
taking  will  be  a  stretch  of  horticultural  beauty 
which  it  has  taken  years  to  develop  to  its  present 
condition.  Taking  such  a  strip  would  seriously 
affect  also  any  possibility  of  other  future  use.  If 
the  abutters  all  insist  on  full  salable  value  for  the 
areas  taken,  these  areas  being  front  land,  the  cost 
might  well  reach  into  six  figures. 

It  does  not  seem  to  the  Finance  Commission 
that  the  Street  Commissioners  have  due  regard 
for  the  taxpayers'  interests  when  they  order  such 
an  undertaking.  Too  little  is  obtained  at  too 
great  a  cost.  By  the  simple  expedient  of  pro- 
hibiting parking  in  this  short  length  of  Huntington 
avenue  ample  space  is  provided  for  all  moving 
vehicular  traffic  needs.  The  ultimate  result  of 
this  widening  will  be  little  more  than  to  provide 
additional  parking  area  on  a  public  highway. 
Respectfully  submitted, 

Edward  F.  Mullen,  Chairman, 
Alexander  Wheeler, 
Leo  J.  Dunn, 
Frederick  Deane, 

The  Finance  Commission. 
Robert  E.  Cdnniff, 

Secretary. 

Placed  on  file. 


Coun.  BRYAN  in  the  chair. 


JURORS  DRAWN. 

Jurors  were  drawn,  Councilor  Cook  presiding  at 
the  ballot  box  in  the  absence  of  the  Mayor,  as 
follows: 

One  hundred  and  fifty-two  traverse  jurors, 
Superior  Court,  Civil  Business,  and  sixty  traverse 
jurors,  Superior  Court,  Criminal  Session,  viz.: 

Sixty  traverse  jurors,  Superior  Criminal  Court, 
to  appear  December  2,  1940: 

Sal va tore  Cassetta,  Ward  1;  Leo  Comeau,  Ward 
1;  Jerome  Ford,  Ward  1;  Rinaldo  Lanieri,  Ward  1; 


Francis  J.  Osterle,  Ward  1;  Anthony  Palmieri, 
Ward  1;  Giuseppe  D'Areangelo,  Ward  3;  Henry  J. 
Fitzgerald,  Ward  4;  Myles  J.  Mulhall,  Ward  4; 
George  B.  Rvder,  Ward  4;  Frederick  R.  Whit- 
comb,  Ward  5;  John  J.  Walsh,  Ward  fi;  Steve 
Washwell,  Ward  (>;  Peter  P.  Yotts,  Ward  6; 
George  Caldwell,  Ward  7;  Thomas  A.  Howe,  Jr., 
Ward  7;  John  Deyesso,  Ward  8;  Richard  J.  Doyle, 
Ward  8;  Percival  T.  Magee,  Ward  9;  James  C. 
Wood,  Ward  9;  David  B.  Roche,  Ward  11;  Axel  L. 
Benson,  Ward  12;  Manuel  K.  Lema,  Ward  12; 
Joseph  D'Anna,  Ward  13;  Solomon  L.  Hershoff, 
Ward  13;  Hyman  Cohen,  Ward  14;  Samuel  W. 
Davidson,  Ward  14;  Jacob  Gilbert,  Ward  14; 
Rubin  Kapian,  Ward  14;  Isaac  Sisson,  Ward  14; 
John  Sidney  Wells,  Ward  14;  John  Davis,  Ward  15; 
Clifford  W.  Green,  Ward  15;  Michael  J.  Higgins, 
Ward  15;  John  Grant,  Ward  16;  James  J.  Kelly, 
Ward  16;  Harold  L.  Judge,  Ward  17;  Saul  Kahn, 
Ward  17;  Joseph  Piraino,  Ward  17;  David  I. 
Quirk,  Ward  17;  James  Daly,  Ward  18;  William  J. 
Dick,  Ward  18;  Frederick  C.  Fitch,  Ward  18; 
William  B.  Maclnultv,  Ward  18;  John  J.  Nolon, 
Ward  18;  Angel  Poly,  Ward  18;  Oskar  H.  Thul- 
ander,  Ward  18;  Ralph  O.  Thompson,  Ward  19; 
Bernhard  H.  Condon,  Ward  20;  Harold  A.  Curtis, 
Ward  20;  Walter  A.  Danielson,  Ward  20;  Joseph 
B.  Dobbins,  Ward  20;  Thomas  E.  Fitzpatrick, 
Ward  20;  John  M.  Hogarty,  Ward  20;  John  S. 
VanBael,  Ward  20;  Benjamin  Arlook,  Ward  21; 
Maurice  Moses  Fields,  Ward  21;  William  A. 
Brack,  Ward  22;  Luke  A.  Flood,  Ward  22;  George 
M.  McLaughlin,  Ward  22. 

One  hundred  fifty-two  traverse  jurors,  Superior 
Civil  Court,  to  appear  December  2,  1946: 

Reginald  Blowers,  Ward  1;  Joseph  D.  Celia 
Ward  1;  Charles  L.  Coggswell,  Ward  1;  Harry  C 
DeCoste,  Ward  1;  Frank  L.  Deveau,  Ward  1 
John  J.  DiAngelis,  Ward  1 ;  Luigi  Falsini,  Ward  1 
Ernest  Fox,  Ward  1;  Vincent  Fronduto,  Ward  1 
Leo  Giardullo,  Ward  1;  Ashton  S.  Hines,  Ward  1 
William  E.  Hodson,  Ward  1;  Frank  Iacovino. 
Ward  1;  Nicola  Marino,  Ward  1;  Joseph  G 
McGinn,  Ward  1;  Archibald  Mclnnes,  Ward  1 
Armand  Placet,  Ward  1;  John  J.  Previte,  Ward  1 
Carmine  Rotundo,  Ward  1;  Daniel  J.  Spain 
Ward  1;  Albert  E.  Butler,  Ward  2;  Joseph  G 
Lawler,  Ward  2;  Pasquale  Alessi,  Ward  3;  Frank 
Malzone,  Ward  3;  Edward  Thai,  Ward  3;  Joseph 
Witter,  Ward  3;  John  B.  Zerella,  Ward  3 
Edward  J.  Dineen,  Ward  4;  Arthur  J.  Donohue 
Ward  4;  Ernest  A.  Hall,  Ward  4;  William  M 
Williams,  Ward  4;  John  P.  Burke,  Ward  5 
James  J.  Deery,  Ward  5;  Frank  P.  Dennison 
Ward  5;  Harold  S.  Fogg,  Ward  5;  Leon  E.  May. 
Ward  5;  Richard  B.  Salinger,  Ward  5;  John 
Sargent,  Ward  5;  Frank  J.  Macchia,  Ward  6 
William  A.  Murphy,  Ward  6;  Francis  J.  Murray 
Ward  6;  Hugh  J.  O'Connor,  Ward  6;  Carmen  J 
Cappuccio,  Ward  7;  James  J.  Concannon,  Ward  7 
George  E.  Frank,  Ward  7;  Thomas  C.  Hayes 
Ward  7;  Leonard  J.  Heafy,  Ward  7;  James  J 
O'Gorman,  Ward  7;  Frank  P.  Keating,  Ward  8 
Edward  L.  Cowen,  Ward  9;  William  Amos  Gibson 
Ward  9;  John  Lewis,  Ward  9;  John  J.  Crowley, 
Ward  10;  Frank  T.  McNamara,  Ward  10;  Chester 
M.  Witbeck,  Ward  10;  William  J.  Corkery 
Ward  11;  Michael  M.  Greene,  Ward  11;  Francis  J 
Ingram,  Ward  11;  Robert  MacEachern,  Ward  11 
Thomas  F.  McCready,  Ward  11;  John  J.  Murphy 
Ward  11;  Ralph  Pizza,  Ward  11;  Thomas  P.  Walsh 
Ward  11;  Harold  T.  Germain,  Ward  12;  Edward 
Halloran,  Ward  12;  Alfred  B.  Knight,  Ward  12 
Jacob  Madoff.  Ward  12;  Henry  J.  Parker,  Ward 
12;  Thomas  Rivers,  Ward  12;  Nathan  Rosen, 
Ward  12;  Mark  Myer  Salzman,  Ward  12;  Samuel 
Tobin,    Ward    12. 

Joseph  T.  Driscoll,  Ward  13;  Thomas  A. 
Flaherty,  Ward  13;  Lawrence  Joseph  Hanson, 
Ward  13;  John  King,  Ward  13;  William  F.  Ryan, 
Ward  13;  John  S.  Siracusa,  Ward  13;  Louis  W. 
Spooner,  Ward  13;  Norman  K.  Tyler,  Ward  13; 
John  A.  Walker,  Ward  13;  Sidney  D.  Akell,  Ward 
14;  James  Beard,  Ward  14;  Samuel  Cohen,  Ward 
14;  Samuel  Greengross,  Ward  14;  Ralph  Pill, 
Ward  14;  Myron  Ryter,  Ward  14;  David  Schraft, 
Ward  14;  Sam  Shapiro,  Ward  14;  Richard  J.  Cook, 
Ward  15;  William  E.  Doran,  Ward  15;  Patrick 
Bernard  A.  Doyle,  Ward  15;  Archibald  A. 
McDonald,  Ward  15;  George  W.  Ray,  Ward  15; 
Mark  E.  Lewis,  Ward  16;  James  W.  Rowe,  Ward 
16:  John  James  Walsh,  Ward  16;  David  A.  Creed, 
Jonn  James  Walsh,  Ward  16;  David  A.  Creed, 
Ward  17;  John  B.  Graham,  Ward  17;  James  S. 
Horsburgh,  Ward  17;  Stephen  S.  Shaw,  Ward  17; 
Robert  N.  Falconer,  Ward  18;  Paul  E.  Hanaway, 
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Ward  18;  Albert  Kahn,  Ward  18;  Michael  Kiley, 
Ward  18;  Ralph  Minder,  Ward  18;  Edward  F. 
Murphy,  Ward  18;  James  Patten,  Ward  18; 
Albert  Pearson,  Ward  18;  Harry  Roseealn,  Ward 
18;  Thomas  Walsh,  Ward  18;  Edward  G.  West- 
hover,  Ward  18;  Charles  H.  Wilder,  Ward  18; 
William  J.  Arbuckle,  Ward  19;  Andrew  Pearl 
Barker,  Ward  19;  Arthur  W.  Burgess,  Ward  19; 
Neal  Doherty,  Ward  19;  Charles  H.  Fox,  Ward 
19;  Charles  H.  Gorman,  Ward  19;  Joseph  F. 
Governor,  Ward  19;  Francis  W.  Gunning,  Ward  19; 
John  J.  Rooney,  Ward  19;  Herbert  J.  Anderson, 
Ward  20;  Stanton  H.  Becker,  Ward  20;  Archibald 
T.  Blair,  Ward  20;  Patrick  F.  Coleman,  Ward  20; 
Carl  E.  Dahl,  Ward  20;  John  A.  Gnecco,  Ward  20; 
Thomas  F.  Harrington,  Ward  20;  William  L. 
Kerr,  Ward  20;  Erwin  C.  Kipp,  Ward  20;  John 
Leech,  Jr.,  Ward  20;  James  P.  McFarland,  Ward 
20;  Patrick  McGrory,  Ward  20;  Clarence  P. 
Tucker,  Ward  20;  James  H.  Wilson,  Ward  20; 
Marshall  Andelman,  Ward  21;  Benjamin  Crystal, 
Ward  21;  Peter  Kilgour,  Ward  21;  James  Coleman* 
Ward  22;  Harry  E.  Crowell,  Ward  22;  William  C. 
DeLacy,  Ward  22;  James  J.  Graham,  Ward  22; 
William  E.  Kane,  Ward  22;  George  Laing  Leeds, 
Ward  22;  Alexander  Angus  McRae,  Ward  22; 
Henry  Nadell,  Ward  22;  Emerson  E.  Richmond, 
Ward  22;  Fred  Scrocco,  Ward  22;  Charles  F. 
Sullivan,  Ward  22;  John  B.  Sullivan,  Ward  22; 
Frederick  C.  Young,  Ward  22. 


President  KELLY  in  the  chair. 


PAYMENTS  ON  DEATH  OF  CERTAIN  MEM- 
BERS OF  POLICE  AND  FIRE  FORCES. 

Coun.  LANE,  MeCORMACK,  BRYAN, 
CANTWELL,  MADDEN,  KELLY,  FISH,  HAN- 
NON,  MORIARTY  and  COFFEY  offered  the 
following: 

Resolved,  That  the  City  Council  of  the  City  of 
Boston  hereby  favors  the  enactment  of  legislation 
providing  for  payment  of  certain  sums  of  money 
from  the  city  treasury  in  case  any  member  of  its 
police  or  fire  force  is  killed  or  dies  from  injuries 
received  in  the  performance  of  his  duty,  provided 
such  legislation  contains  a  referendum  to  the 
Mayor  and  City  Council. 

Coun.  LANE — Mr.  President,  last  week  at 
the  Council  session,  in  collaboration  wTith  other 
councilors,  I  offered  a  resolution  urging  the  Great 
and  General  Court  of  the  Commonwealth  of  Mas- 
sachusetts to  enact  legislation  at  the  forthcoming 
1947  session,  wherein  the  members  of  the  cities 
and  towns  of  this  Commonwealth  would  be  ade- 
quately compensated  if  a  city  or  town  worker 
should  suffer  the  loss  of  his  life  in  the  performance 
of  his  duty  or  should  die  subsequently  from  in- 
juries received  as  a  proximate  cause  of  such  injury 
received  in  the  performance  of  his  duty.  At  that 
time  I  stated  that  Representative  Charles  D.  Dris- 
coll  of  the  Twenty-first  Senatorial  District  would 
introduce  the  bill  during  that  week,  last  week,  in 
the  Great  and  General  Court.  He  was  in  confer- 
ence with  the  counsel  for  the  House  of  Represent- 
atives, who  examined  carefully  the  resolution  we 
had  passed  here  and  suggested  that  it  be  revised 
inasmuch  as  the  present  existing  Workmen's  Com- 
pensation Law  now  adequately  and  efficiently 
covers  all  city  and  town  workers  other  than  the 
Fire  and  Police  Departments,  who  are  regarded  as 
having  outstanding  exposures  in  their  official  lines 
of  duty.  So  that,  therefore,  in  collaboration  with 
the  same  councilors,  we  are  offering  this  revised 
resolution.  The  bill  has  already  been  filed  with 
the  House  Clerk  on  Beacon  Hill.  Last  week,  in 
offering  this  resolution,  I  gave  every  councilor  of 
this  Body  an  opportunity  to  join  with  those  spon- 
soring the  measure,  and  I  am  happy  to  extend  to 
the  Council  members  today  the  privilege  of  joining 
in  this  measure,  and  at  the  conclusion  I  would  like 
to  have  the  President  call  upon  any  other  members 
who  wish  to  be  included  in  this  resolution.  The 
new  Act  now  officially  filed  with  the  House  Clerk 
in  the  House  of  Representatives  reads  as  follows: 

"An  Act  Providing  for  Payment  of  Certain 
Sums  of  Money  from  the  City  or  Town  Treasury 
in  Case  any  Member  of  its  Police  or  Fire  Force  is 
Killed  or  Dies  from  Injuries  Received  in  the  Per- 
formance of  His  Duty." 

Chapter  thirty-two  of  the  General  Laws  is  here- 
by amended  by  inserting  after  section  eighty-nine 
the  following  section: — 

Section  89A.  If  a  member  of  the  police  or  fire 
force  of  a  city  or  town  which  accepts  this  section 


is  killed,  or  dies  from  injuries  received,  or  dies  as 
a  natural  and  proximate  result  of  undergoing  a 
hazard  peculiar  to  his  employment,  while  in  the 
performance  of  his  duty  and  it  shall  be  proved  to 
the  satisfaction  of  the  mayor  and  city  council  or 
selectmen  that  such  death  was  a  natural  and  proxi- 
mate result  of  an  accident  occuring,  or  of  under- 
going a  hazard  peculiar  to  his  employment,  while 
he  was  acting  in  the  performance  and  within  the 
scope  of  his  duty,  and  a  majority  of  the  members 
of  a  board  consisting  of  two  physicians  designated 
by  the  mayor  and  city  council  or  selectmen,  and 
one  physician  to  be  designated  by  the  commissioner 
of  public  health  shall  certify  to  the  treasurer  of 
the  city  or  town  by  which  the  compensation  of 
such  deceased  person  was  payable,  that  the  death 
was  a  natural  and  proximate  result  of  the  said 
injury  or  hazard,  there  shall  be  paid  out  of  the 
treasury  of  the  city  or  town  an  annuity  equal  to 
his  annual  compensation  at  the  time  he  was  killed 
or  received  the  injury  causing  his  death  or  died  as 
the  result  of  undergoing  such  a  hazard,  to  the 
widow  so  long  as  she  remains  unmarried,  or,  if 
there  is  no  widow  or  the  widow  later  dies  or  remar- 
ries and  so  long  as  there  is  any  child  under  the  age 
of  eighteen  or  over  said  age  and  physically  or 
mentally  incapacitated  from  earning,  to  or  for  the 
benefit  of  such  children  in  equal  shares,  or,  if  there 
is  no  widow  or  the  widow  later  dies  or  remarries 
and  there  is  no  such  child,  to  or  for  the  benefit  of 
the  dependent  father,  mother,  brother  and  sister 
of  the  deceased,  or  any  of  them,  so  long  as  such 
dependency  continues. 

Section  2.  The  first  paragraph  of  section 
eighty-nine  of  said  chapter  thirty-two,  as  most 
recently  amended  by  chapter  six  hundred  and 
ninety-six  of  the  acts  of  nineteen  hundred  and 
forty-five,  is  hereby  further  amended  by  adding 
at  the  end  the  following  sentence: — This  section 
shall  not  apply  in  the  case  of  a  member  of  the  police 
or  fire  force  of  any  city  or  town  which  accepts 
section  eighty-nine  A,  who  is  killed  or  dies  from 
injuries  received,  or  dies  as  a  natural  and  proximate 
result  of  undergoing  a  hazard  peculiar  to  his  em- 
ployment, while  in  the  performance  of  his  duty. 

I  do  not  think  that  that  calls  for  any  further 
elaboration,  Mr.  President.  It  seems  to  be  just, 
fair  and  equitable  to  everyone,  and  there  is  every 
reason  to  believe  that  the  Act  will  pass  on  Beacon 
Hill.  I  would  like  to  know  if  any  other  members 
would  like  to  join  the  committee. 

Coun.  HANNON — Mr.  President,  I  would  like 
to  be  added. 

Coun.  MORIARTY— Mr.  President,  I  would 
like  to  have  my  name  added. 

Coun.  COFFEY— Mr.  President,  I  make  a 
motion' that  we  make  it  unanimous. 

The  motion  to  make  unanimous  was  passed,  and 
the  order  was  passed  under  suspension  of  the  rule. 


REPAIR    OF    CHARLESTOWN    MUNICIPAL 
BUILDING. 

Coun.  KINSELLA  offered  the  following: 
Ordered,  That  his  Honor  the  Mayor  be  requested 
to  supply  funds  for  the  immediate  repair  of  the 
municipal  building  commonly  called  the  Ward- 
room, in  Charlestown,  at  Lexington  and  Bunker 
Hill  streets. 

Coun.  KINSELLA— Just  briefly,  Mr.  President, 
some  time  last  summer  I  received  a  call  from  the 
Superintendent  of  Public  Buildings  in  regard  to 
this  matter.  The  Wardroom  houses  a  gymnasium 
and  showers  which  are  used  every  night  in  the 
week  and  Sundays  by  the  public  at  Charlestown. 
They  wanted  to  start  work  August  1,  but  because 
of  the  weather  I  suggested  that  we  might  post- 
pone it  until  September  1,  hoping  that  we  would 
run  into  weather  no  warmer  than  what  Indian 
Summer  might  be.  But  I  am  now  confronted 
with  the  information  that  after  tearing  out  the 
ceiling  of  the  Wardroom  they  discover  that  the 
condition  of  the  floor  of  the  showers  upstairs  is 
such  that  it  will  exceed  about  $15,000  to  put 
the  floor  and  the  building  back  into  safe,  habitable 
and  useful  condition.  In  discussing  the  matter 
today  with  Mr.  Sullivan,  the  Superintendent  of 
Public  Buildings,  I  was  informed  that  there  was 
no  money  to  do  this  work  immediately.  I  would 
lake  to  have  it  put  into  the  public  record  as  strongly 
as  I  can  put  it,  that  this  is  the  highest  type  of 
inefficiency  which  allows  a  public  building  to 
become  idle  because  of  an  insufficiency  of  funds 
to  make  repairs.     I  ask  the  Council  to  bear  in 
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mind,  and  I  ask  the  Mayor,  if  the  order  reaches 
him,  to  bear  in  mind,  that  we  have  many  people 
in  Charlestown  who  have  to  patronize  those 
common  showers,  and  to  keep  them  without 
public  bathing  facilities  until  the  budget  of  1047 
i-  passed  is  something  that  I  would  describe  as 
unthinkable.  I  hope  that  suspension  of  the  rule 
is  granted  and  thai  the  Mayor  will  take  some 
immediate  and  forthright  action. 

The  order  was  passed  under  suspension  of  the 
rule. 


REPORT   OF  COMMITTEE   ON   LICENSES. 

Coun.  SCANNELL,  for  the  Committee  on 
Licenses,  submitted  the  following: 

Report  on  petition  of  Eastern  Specialty  Products, 
Inc.  (referred  today),  for  driveway  opening  at 
S3  Zeigler  street,  at  Winslow  street — that  permit 
be  granted. 

Report  on  petition  of  Cornelius  J.  Moriarty 
(referred  January  14)  for  driveway  opening  at 
Dorchester  avenue  and  Savin  Hill  avenue  —  that 
permit  be  granted. 

Reports  accepted;  said  permits  granted  under 
usual  conditions. 


REPORT  OF  COMMITTEE  ON  PERAMBU- 
LATION  OF   BOUNDARY   LINES. 

Coun.  BRYAN,  for  the  Committee  on  Per- 
ambulation of  Boundary  Lines  between  Boston 
and  the  Cities  of  Revere,  Everett,  Somerville  and 
Newton,  and  the  Towns  of  Brookline,  Dedham 
and  Milton,  submitted  report,  same  being  printed 
as  City  Document  No.  58. 

The  report  was  accepted  and  the  committee  was 
discharged. 


FENS   STADIUM   IMPROVEMENTS. 

Coun.  BAYLEY  offered  the  following: 

Ordered,  That  the  Park  Commission  be  re- 
quested, through  his  Honor  the  Mayor,  to  make 
the  necessary  improvements  at  the  Fens  Stadium 
that  will  eliminate  the  dust  and  dirt  nuisance 
which  now  exists;  and  to  take  such  other  steps 
as  may  be  necessary  to  beautify  this  stadium 
without  endangering  its  facility  as  a  playground. 

Coun.  BAYLEY — Mr.  President,  two  years 
ago  the  Fens  Stadium  was  all  grassed  over  and 
made  into  one  of  the  finest  playgrounds  in  Boston, 
but  due  to  a  combination  of  circumstances,  which 
include  its  use  by  a  professional  team,  there  is 
not  much  left  there  now  but  dust.  I  am  going  to 
quote  from  the  Boston  Herald  of  last  week,  which 
says:  "Hardy  souls  who  can  stand  the  rigors  of  Fens 
Stadium  are  still  gasping  over  the  Hyde  Park-East 
Boston  game  the  other  day,  which  many  claim 
was  the  greatest  game  of  football  they  ever  saw. 
Hyde  Park,  with  a  squad  of  15,  beat  East  Boston, 
with  a  squad  of  40,  on  the  very  last  play  after  a 
contest  in  which  everything  happened.  Ihe 
subject  of  Boston  games  brings  up  the  point  that 
conditions  are  truly  outrageous  at  Fens.  As  soon 
as  a  play  starts,  both  officials  and  players  are 
shrouded  with  dust.  Sprinkling  would  help,  but 
the  Park  Department  is  reported  to  have  put 
away  its  sprinklers  for  the  season.  That's  a 
ridiculous  situation."  Mr.  President,  I  hope 
that  for  the  next  games  on  Sundays  and  during 
the  week,  when  the  boys  and  the  kids  are  playing 
there,  we  may  have  the  place  sprinkled  so  that  the 
dust  may  be  reduced  to  the  minimum,  and  that 
the  Park  Department  will  be  able  to  reseed  the 
ground  so  that  we  may  have  grass,  which  will  be  a 
credit  to  Boston,  and  enable  the  spectators  to  see 
the  officials  and  the  teams  with  comparative 
comfort,  which  they  cannot  do  now.  I  ask  for  a 
suspension  of  the  rule  and  the  passage  of  the  order. 

At  the  request  of  Councilor  Kinsella  the  order 
was  again  read  by  the  clerk. 

Coun.  KINSELLA — Mr.  President,  through 
you,  I  would  like  to  ask  Councilor  Bayley  a  ques- 
tion, if  I  may. 

President  KELLY — Councilor  Bayley,  will  you 
answer  a  question  of  the  councilor? 

Coun.  BAYLEY— I  will. 

Coun.  KINSELLA — 'Ihe  question  is  this: 
Does  Councilor  Bayley  feel  that  there  is  sufficient 
police  protection  at  the  games  at  the  Fens  Stadium? 

Coun.  BAYLEY — I  believe  that  there  is.  I 
have  had  no  complaints  about  that. 


Coun.  KINSELLA — Mr.  President,  I  can  agree 
wholeheartedly  with  everything  that  is  said  in  the 
order,  but  I  believe  that  the  physical  condition 
of  the  field  at  Charlestown  would  be  very  much 
better  if  we  had  sufficient  police  to  keep  the 
spectators  from  becoming  participants.  I  suppose 
it  is  not  a  very  important  matter  the  day  before 
election  to  stand  up  here  criticising  the  Police 
Department  for  failure  to  provide  adequate  pro- 
tection, but  I  would  like  to  tell  you  how  serious 
it  is.  We  have  boys  in  our  town  who  want  in 
the  worst  possible  way  to  stay  out  of  trouble,  who 
organize  themselves  at  some  personal  expense  into 
football  teams,  graded  by  the  Park  Department, 
but  the  condition  of  the  field  at  Sullivan  square, 
Charlestown,  has  become  so  bad,  because  of 
inadequate  police  protection,  that  the  kids  no 
longer  will  play  football  in  Charlestown  amongst 
their  neighbors  and  friends.  They  have  got 
to  go  to  other  parts  of  the  city  even  for  what  we 
commonly  call  their  home  games.  I  have  had 
them  come  up  to  me  as  late  as  12  o'clock  on  a 
Sunday  asking  for  proper  police  protection,  and 
they  would  cite  the  instances  of  prior  Sundays, 
when  the  spectators,  because  of  no  police  protec- 
tion, roamed  the  field  and  mingled  with  the  players. 
Now,  that  is  not  a  matter  of  prime  importance 
to  anybody  except  the  young  fellows,  whom  I 
would  much  rather  see  on  the  playing  fields  of 
the  city  than  in  the  taverns,  or  on  the  back  lots 
shooting  dice  on  Sunday  afternoons.  I  often 
wonder  whether  the  police  feel  it  is  their  responsi- 
bility to  contribute  to  the  police  records  by  waiting 
for  somebody  to  get  into  trouble  rather  than  to 
take  steps  in  advance  to  keep  the  kids  from  getting 
into  trouble.  I  have  no  personal  quarrel  with 
the  Police  Commissioner  of  the  city,  but  I  suspect 
that  he  will  say  that  he  is  not  interested  in  any 
comment  from  the  City  Council,  if  the  press  call 
upon  him  for  a  statement.  This  thing  is  bigger 
than  the  Police  Commissioner  of  the  city.  It  is 
bigger  than  the  police  captain  of  the  district,  who 
admits  that  he  has  not  enough  men  on  his  Sunday 
roster  to  provide  protection  against  the  people 
for  whom  those  boys  play  their  hearts  out.  I  can 
just  imagine  that  in  some  sections  of  the  city 
where  they  have  better  physical  equipment  — 
and  by  equipment  I  do  not  mean  shoes  and  hel- 
mets, uniforms,  and  the  like,  but  I  mean  the 
physical  condition  of  the  property  on  which  they 
carry  out  their  games  —  I  can  imagine  that?>  in 
connection  with  having  that  improved  physical 
condition,  they  have  more  protective  measures 
for  not  only  the  players  but  the  spectators  as 
well.  For  years  we  have  never  had  adequate 
policing  of  the  games  in  Charlestown.  Not  all 
offenders,  it  is  true,  are  townspeople,  and  it  is 
impossible  that  they  should  be,  because  you  know 
it  is  a  common  practice  for  teams  that  are  visiting 
at  any  field  at  all  to  bring  a  couple  of  bus  loads  of 
their  rooters  and  friends  from  distant  parts  of  the 
city  or  from  outside  the  city  to  cheer  on  their 
favorites,  just  as  the  Charlestown  people  in  the 
hundreds  go  across  the  city  or  out  of  the  city  to 
cheer  on  their  own  boys.  But  we  have  got  to 
have  adequate  protection  so  that  it  will  be  possible 
for  our  boys  to  play  a  game  without  interruption 
and  interference  by  interlopers.  I  hope  that 
Air.  Sullivan's  comment,  if  he  makes  any,  if  he  is 
asked  to  make  any,  will  be  a  little  on  the  humble 
side.  I  hope  that  his  answer  will  not  be  as 
arrogant  and  domineering  and  as  sarcastic  as  it 
usually  is  when  there  is  any  wholehearted  and 
sincere  criticism  from  this  Council  Chamber.  I 
hope,  of  course,  that  Councilor  Bayley  gets  his 
dust-bowl  condition  alleviated.  And  1  hope 
that  Councilor  Bayley  and  the  rest  of  the  coun- 
cilors who  have  similar  conditions  in  t.ieir  districts 
will  get  police  protection  so  that  we  can  see  the 
bovs  play  once  in  a  while. 

Coun.  HANNON — Mr.  President,  I  agree 
wholeheartedly  that  something  should  be  done 
to  provide  proper  facilities  and  proper  playing 
conditions  for  the  various  teams  throughout  the 
districts.  On  October  7,  at  page  477  of  the  City 
Council  minutes,  I  introduced  an  order  that  ropes 
and  stakes  be  provided  at  these  fields,  because  I 
feel  that  there  should  be  adequate  protection  by 
the  roping  off  of  the  fields  and  keeping  the  spec- 
tators back.  I  do  not  believe  I  have  ever  received 
any  answer  to  that  request.  Last  week  I  filed 
an  order  that  at  McConnell  Park,  which  is  in  my 
district,  proper  roping  be  provided  on  the  Sunday 
afternoons  when  football  games  are  played  there. 
I  agree  with  the  councilor  from  Charlestown  that 
not  only   the   players   themselves   undergo   great 
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hazard  in  playing  on  the  stripped  fields,  but  the 
spectators  are  liable  to  be  injured,  or  even  to  be 
killed  or  maimed,  because  these  fields  where  they 
play  are  not  in  proper  condition,  and  if  there  are 
no  facilities,  no  ropes  to  keep  the  crowd  back, 
I  think  we  are^  endangering  the  lives  of  the  spec- 
tators. I  don't  know  if  the  police  themselves 
could  do  it,  but  I  think  every  playground  should 
have  ropes  and  stakes,  and  these  should  be  set 
up  and  the  field  itself  be  roped  off,  so  that  the 
participants  may  be  given  a  fair  opportunity  to 
play  the  game  as  it  should  be  played,  and  the 
spectators  be  protected. 

The  order  was  passed  under  suspension  of  the 
rule. 


REPORT  OF  COMMITTEE  ON  PUBLIC 
WORKS  AND  STREET  COMMIS- 
SIONERS. 

Coun.  SULLIVAN,  for  the  Committee  on  Public 
Works  and  Street  Commissioners,  submitted  the 
following: 

Report  on  message  of  Mayor  and  order  (referred 
October  28)  for  loan  of  $200,000  for  construction 
and  equipping  of  an  incinerator  building — that 
same  ought  to  pass. 

The  report  was  accepted,  and  the  order  was 
given  its  second  and  final  reading,  yeas  20,  nays  0 ; 

Yeas — Councilors  Bayley,  Bryan,  Cantwell, 
Carey,  Chase,  Coffey,  Cook,  Fish,  Hannon, 
Hurley,  Keenan,  Kelly,  Kinsella,  Lane,  Linehan, 
Madden,  Moriarty,  Muchnick,  Russo,  Sullivan — 20. 

Nays — 0. 


TRAFFIC  LIGHTS  AT  JUNCTION  OF 
TREMONT  AND  WEST  CONCORD 
STREETS. 

Coun.  SULLIVAN  offered  the  following: 
Ordered,     That     the     Traffic     Department     be 
requested,  through  his  Honor  the  Mayor,  to  install 
traffic  lights  at  the  junction  of  Tremont  and  West 
Concord  streets,  Ward  9. 

Passed  under  suspension  of  the  rule. 


THE   NEXT   MEETING. 

On  motion  of  Councilor  Linehan  it  was  voted 
that,  when  the  Council  adjourn,  it  be  to  meet  on 
Tuesday,  November  12,  at  2  p.  m. 


MAKING    OF    "GREAT    FAMILY    TRADI- 
TION"  A   CAMPAIGN   ISSUE. 

Coun.  HURLEY,  MUCHNICK,  COOK, 
SCANNELL,  KINSELLA  and  HANNON  offered 
the  following: 

Resolved,  That  the  Boston  City  Council  goes 
on  record  as  condemning  the  un-American  action 
of  the  Republican  party  in  making  "great  family 
tradition"  an  issue  in  the  current  election 
campaign. 

Coun.  KINSELLA — Is  debate  allowed  on  that 
resolution? 

President  KELLY — No  debate  is  allowed. 
There  is  no  unanimous  consent  on  that. 

Coun.  KINSELLA — A  point  of  information. 

President  KELLY — State  your  point  of  informa- 
tion. 

Coun.  KINSELLA— Will  the  Chair  tell  me 
whether  or  not  Abraham  Lincoln,  the  first  Repub- 
lican of  history,  had  a  family  in  the  meaning  of  the 
word? 

President  KELLY— I  will  say  that  the  Chair 
is  ruling  on  the  basis  of  the  rules  that  exist  in  the 
City  Council. 

Coun.  KINSELLA — I  was  not  hoping  for  an 
answer. 

President  KELLY — Thank  you,  councilor. 

Coun.  MUCHNICK— Is  there  any  way  at  the 
present  time  that  a  vote  of  this  Body  can  be  taken 
on  that  resolution? 

President  KELLY — We  can  take  it  up  only  by 
the  action  of  the  Rules  Committee. 

Coun.  MUCHNICK— If  the  ules  Committee 
were  to  meet  now,  Mr.  President,  do  you  think  we 
could? 

President  KELLY — Mr.  Councilor,  I  am  saying 
that  that  is  the  only  action  that  can  be  taken, 


by  the  Rules  Committee.     You  know  what  the 
rules  of  the  Council  are. 

Coun.  MUCHNICK— I  do  not  want  to  prolong 
this,  Mr.  President,  but  obviously  next  week,  or 
any  time  beginning  tomorrow,  will  be  a  little 
bit  too  late  for  this,  and  it  seems  to  me  that  this 
concerns  the  people  of  Boston  greatly.  This  is 
something  that  goes  even  beyond  elections. 

Coun.  LINEHAN— Mr.  President 

President  KELLY— The  Chair  will  rule  that 
there  is  no  debate  permitted  on  this  resolution. 

Coun.  LINEHAN — A  point  of  parliamentary 
inquiry,  Mr.  President. 

President  KELLY — State  your  point  of  parlia- 
mentary inquiry. 

Coun.  LINEHAN — Can  a  councilor  move  to 
have  this  matter  taken  from  the  committee? 

President  KELLY — That  motion  would  not  be 
in  order. 

Coun.  LINEHAN — I  now  move  that  this  order 
be  taken  from  the  Committee  on  Rules. 

President  KELLY— The  Chair  will  nile  that 
any  motion  to  take  it  from  the  Committee  on 
Rules  would  be  out  of  order. 

Coun.  RUSSO — Am  I  in  order  in  asking  to  have 
that  order  read  again? 

Coun.  COOK — Thank  you,  Councilor  Russo. 

President  KELLY — The  order  has  been  referred 
to  the  Committee  on  Rules.  You  can  ask  the 
stenographer  if  he  will  kindly  read  the  order 
again. 

Coun.  RUSSO — I  ask  that  the  order  be  read 
again. 

(The  order  is  read  by  the  official  stenographer.) 

Coun.  LINEHAN— I  would  like  to  ask  the 
clerk,  through  you,  sir,  just  what  the  rule  is.  Is 
.he  referring  to  Rule  13^? 

President  KELLY — The  clerk  will  read  the  rule 
that  applies. 

The  CLERK — "No  motion  or  proposition  of  a 
subject  different  from  that  under  consideration 
shall  be  admitted  under  color  of  amendment. 
Any  motion,  order  or  resolution  which  in  the 
opinion  of  the  presiding  officer  does  not  have  a 
direct  bearing  on  the  business  of  the  Council 
shall  be  referred  without  debate  to  the  Committee 
on  Rules  and  shall  not  be  further  considered  by 
the  Council  except  upon  report  of  that  committee. 
There  shall  be  no  appeal  from  the  decision  of  the 
Chair  hereunder,  and  this  rule  shall  not  be  subject 
to  suspension.  No  motions  shall  apply,  nor  shall 
unanimous  consent  to  speak  on  the  matter  so 
referred  be  in  order." 

Coun.  LINEHAN— Could  we  poll  the  Com- 
mittee on  Rules  and  see  whether  we  can  act  on 
this  at  this  time? 

President  KELLY — That  is  a  matter  to  discuss 
with  the  chairman  of  the  Committee  on  Rules. 
In  the  meantime  we  will  go  on  with  further  business 
of  the  Council. 

Coun.  MUCHNICK— Mr.  President,  is  a 
motion  in  order?  I  move  that  the  Clerk  of  Com- 
mittees be  instructed  to  write  to  those  news- 
papers in  Boston  that  have  made  great  family 
tradition  an  issue  in  their  papers,  condemning 
their  acts  in  so  doing. 

President  KELLY— Will  you  kindly  put  that 
motion  in  writing,  councilor,  so  that  it  will  be 
legal?  In  the  meantime  we  will  go  on  with  further 
business  of  the  Council. 


POLICE  APPOINTMENTS  FROM  EXISTING 
LIST   FOR   SERGEANTS. 

Coun.  KEENAN,  MADDEN,  CANTWELL, 
HANNON,  LANE  and  COOK  offered  the  follow- 
ing: 

Ordered,  That  the  Police  Commissioner  be 
requested,  through  his  Honor  the  Mayor,  to  make 
prompt  appointments  from  the  existing  civil 
service  list  for  sergeants,  so  that  certain  veterans 
of  World  War  II,  on  said  list,  whose  rights 
were  preserved  during  their  war  service  by  Act  of 
the  Legislature  until  November  30,  1946,  shall 
not  lose  their  right  of  appointment  from  the  list. 

Coun.  MADDEN — Mr.  President,  for  some 
mysterious  reason  the  Police  Commissioner  seems 
to  hav3  fallen  into  the  somewhat  apathetic  category 
that  many  other  department  heads  have  taken 
refuge  in  in  the  past  several  months.  During  the 
years  1942,  1943,  1944,  and  1945  everybody  was 
saying,  "Nothing  is  too  good  for  the  veteran." — 
and  well  they  might  have  said  it,  because  the  men 
were    certainly    fighting    all    over    the    world    for 
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demooracy.  The  men  who  were  doing  this  are 
no(  the  men  who  created  the  war;  they  were 
ordinary  American  citizens,  engulfed  in  a  terrible 
war,  not  of  their  own  making  but  of  their  saving. 
In  1041  a  police  sergeant  examination  was  held  by 
the  Civil  Service  Commission.  This  list  would 
have  expired  except  for  legislative  action,  and  the 
li^t  was  amended  in  1943  and  again  in  1945.  The 
list  now  has  approximately  one  month  to  run.  It 
seems  strange  that  the  Police  Commissioner  some 
two  months  ago  would  request  the  Civil  Service 
Commission  to  certify  the  names  of  men  on  the 
sergeants'  list.  If  I  am  correct,  the  Civil  Service 
Commission  certified  the  names  of  some  forty-one 
men.  Of  the  first  seventeen  men  on  the  list, 
ten  have  had  over  twenty  years  of  experience, 
eight  have  had  over  ten  years  of  experience,  eleven 
have  had  at  least  seven  years'  experience.  These 
men,  Mr.  President,  are  not  greenhorns;  they  are 
men  who  have  served  very,  very  faithfully  on  our 
Boston  Police  Department,  they  are  men  who 
have  proven  by  their  examination,  by  their  marks 
in  this  examination,  that  they  certainly  know  the 
police  business,  and  it  certainly  seems  to  me  that 
the  Police  Commissioner  is  abusing  his  rights  and 
the  rights  of  these  veterans  by  ignoring  their  right 
to  promotion.  It  seems  strange  that  the  Police 
Commissioner  would  neglect  to  make  appoint- 
ments after  having  requested  the  list,  thereby 
implying  that  the  Boston  Police  Department 
necessarily  needs  the  appointment  of  some  twenty- 
eight  more  men,  at  least  twenty-eight  more 
sergeants.  I  now  understand  that  the  Mayor  has 
on  his  desk  the  names  of  several  men  who  have 
made  requests  for  retirement,  which  would  mean 
that  over  thirty  men  could  be  appointed  from  this 
list.  Why  he  has  held  it  up,  Mr.  President,  I  do 
not  know,  but  it  seems  to  nft  a  sad  corollary  where 
men — and  on  this  list,  incidentally,  are  some 
sixteen  men,  and  the  first  four  shown  are  veterans 
not  only  of  World  War  II  but  of  World  War  I — 
who  have  proven  not  only  their  patriotism  to  their 
country  but  the  mere  fact  that  they  have  been  on 
the  police  force  as  long  as  they  have  with  unblem- 
ished records  is  an  indication  that  they  are  efficient 
and  may  be  well  worthy  of  promotion.  Now,  if 
the  Police  Commissioner  is  going  to  disregard  this 
list  and  disregard  the  rights  of  the  veterans,  I  say 
perhaps  it  might  be  in  order  to  file  an  order  in  this 
Council  to  have  him  removed  from  office.  We 
have  too  many  public  officials  who  give  lip  service 
to  the  veterans,  and  this  is  a  glaring  instance. 
These  men  have  rendered  faithful  service  to  the 
city,  they  have  taken  this  examination,  and  when 
the  State  Legislature  goes  to  the  trouble  of  extend- 
ing the  time  limit  I  certainly  think  that  the  men 
are  entitled  to  promotion.  I  certainly  feel  that  it 
would  boost  the  morale  of  the  Police  Department 
if  the  men  were  appointed  from  this  list  and  give 
other  young  men  a  chance  to  be  promoted.  If 
the  commissioner  is  going  to  ignore  this  list,  is 
going  to  bury  it,  there  will  be  no  incentive,  no 
chance  for  any  young  police  officer  to  get  ahead. 
The  Lord  knows  that  there  is  much,  perhaps, 
that  could  be  improved  in  our  Police  Department. 
For  many,  many  weeks  here  we  have  been  debating 
this  off-street  parking,  and,  if  I  am  correct,  Coun- 
cilor Scannell  attacked  the  Police  Commissioner 
viciously  and  contended  that  if  the  Police  Com- 
missioner would  enforce  the  parking  laws  we  would 
not  need  off-street  parking.  During  the  past  few 
days,  this  past  week,  one  of  the  Boston  newspapers 
— if  I  am  not  mistaken,  the  Herald — has  shown 
several  pictures  of  cars  parked  on  one-way  streets 
(one-way  going  south — the  cars  going  north). 
There  have  been  a  dozen  glaring  instances  pub- 
lished in  the  Herald,  if  I  am  not  mistaken,  showing 
that  the  Police  Commissioner  apparently  has 
utterly  no  regard  for  the  traffic  situation  in  Boston. 
Only  this  past  week  we  picked  up  a  paper  and 
found  out  where  another  veteran  had  his  jaw 
broken  by  the  police.  I  think  that  the  commis- 
sioner could  well  put  his  house  in  order  and  I  think 
probably  the  first  and  best  step  he  could  take 
would  be  to  utilize  this  list  and  make  the  twenty- 
eight  appointments. 

Coun.  KEENAN— Mr.  President,  on  Sep- 
tember 6,  1946,  Police  Commissioner  Sullivan 
made  a  request  to  the  Civil  Service  Commission 
for  twenty-eight  sergeants.  As  I  understand, 
twenty-eight  names  were  submitted  to  Police 
Commissioner  Sullivan,  and  they  were  notified  by 
the  Civil  Service  Commission.  The  names  ap- 
peared in  every  newspaper  in  Boston.  They  were 
appointed,  but  for  some  unknown  reason  they 
have  not  been  certified  by  Commissioner  Sullivan. 
I    understand    that   the   commissioner   has   stated 


that  these  men  lack  experience.  In  answer  to 
that,  let  me  point  out  that  of  the  first  twenty-five 
men  on  the  list,  twelve  have  seventeen  years' 
service  as  patrolmen,  ten  men  have  ten  years, 
and  three  men  have  seven  years.  Compare  this 
record  with  six  years  for  Superintendent  Fallon 
when  he  was  a  patrolman,  six  years  for  Deputy 
Daley,  seven  years  for  the  great  racket  buster, 
Deputy  Sheehan,  six  years  for  Captain  O'Neil, 
and  all  down  the  line.  I  request,  Mr.  President, 
that  the  commissioner  appoint  the  twenty-eight 
men,  and  if  he  doesn't  do  it  I  for  one  am  going  to 
ask  for  his  removal  as  Police  Commissioner  in  the 
City  of  Boston,  because  he  is  doing  an  injustice 
to  many  of  these  police  officers  who  are  hard- 
working men,  and  they  want  to  go  ahead  in  the 
Police  Department.  I  think  where  there  are 
twenty-eight  vacancies  that  the  Police  Com- 
missioner should  fill  those  vacancies,  giving  an 
incentive  to  the  other  men  on  the  force  to  go  up 
higher  in  the  Police  Department. 

Coun.  FISH — Mr.  President,  may  I  have  the 
order  read? 

(The  order  is  again  read.) 

Coun.  FISH — Mr.  President,  my  purpose  in 
rising  on  that  is  that  I  am  very  much  interested 
in  this  order.  I  had  one  of  the  police  officers  of 
the  city  call  at  my  home  last  week,  and  he  told 
me  so  much  that  I  just  couldn't  repeat  it  all  here 
today.  I  think  it  is  information  that  should  be 
given  to  a  committee,  and  I  explained  it  that  way 
to  the  police  officer,  and  he  thought  it  would  be 
advisable  that  we  do  refer  it  to  a  committee  so 
that  they  can  go  over  it  more  thoroughly.  So 
that  I  recommend  that  it  be  referred  to — I  don't 
know  what  particular  committee. 

President  KELLY — The  Committee  on  Public 
Safety,  councilor,  or  the  Executive  Committee? 

Coun.  FISH — I  would  prefer  one  of  the  smaller 
committees,  because  they  seem  to  get  more  time 
than  we  get  in  the  Executive. 

President  KELLY — Councilor  Kinsella,  you  are 
chairman  of  the  Committee  on  Public  Safety. 
Shall  I  refer  it  to  your  committee? 

Coun.  KINSELLA — I  will  follow  any  suggestion 
that  Councilor  Fish  makes.  That  is  perfectly 
agreeable  to  me.  If  I  may  have  the  floor  a 
minute,  I  would  like  to  ask  Councilor  Madden  a 
question  through  the  Chair. 

President  KELLY — Will  you  answer  a  question, 
please? 

Coun.  MADDEN— Yes.  sir. 

Coun.  KINSELLA — Does  Councilor  Madden 
know  how  near  expiration  the  present  list  is  from 
which  these  men  are  expecting  appointment? 

Coun.  MADDEN — Yes,  we  are  running  against 
time.  The  list  expires  November  30  of  this  year, 
in  two  or  three  weeks. 

Coun.  KINSELLA — Mr.  President,  it  is  a  cruel 
device  that  some  department  heads  use  to  suffo- 
cate and  choke  off  men  who  have  won  the  right 
to  higher  positions  in  the  public  service,  to  wait, 
in  spite  of  everything  else,  for  a  list  to  expire, 
and  then  find  some  specious  reason  for  not  ap- 
pointing. I  met  a  police  officer  the  other  day 
who  is  in  the  first  ten,  I  believe.  He  has  been  a 
police  officer  since  1919  or  1920,  or  thereabouts. 
He  is  a  veteran  of  World  War  I,  and  a  fine,  sub- 
stantial family  man.  He  is  still  a  young  man  by 
present-day  standards,  being  under  fifty.  He  has 
an  honorable  record  in  the  police  department,  and 
he  took  the  examination  that  was  dictated  by  the 
rules  of  Civil  Service.  I  would  like  to  point  out 
to  the  other  councilors  here  something  of  which 
they  are  cognizant,  but  which  at  times  perhaps 
escapes  their  notice.  We  are  too  quick  to  forget 
that  these  people  on  Civil  Service  meet  a  standard 
that  they  have  no  hand  in  setting.  They  have 
got  to  be  young,  of  a  certain  age,  and  no  older; 
they  must  possess  good  moral  character,  which  is 
of  course  their  own  responsibility;  they  must  be 
of  a  high  physical  standard;  they  must  be  of  a 
high  mental  standard;  and  all  of  those  standards 
are  set  up  by  people  who  could  not  meet  the 
standards  themselves.  It  is  a  case  of  doing  as  I 
say  and  not  as  I  do.  Then  after  many  years  of 
hazardous  employment — and  the  Police  Depart- 
ment is  a  hazardous  one — certain  ambitious 
members  take  examinations  for  promotion  and 
they  find  themselves  fortunate  enough  to  be 
amongst  the  favored  few  who  pass,  and  then, 
instead  of  being  appointed  immediately  upon 
vacancies  being  declared  by  virtue  of  the  dis- 
ability, death,  or  retirement  of  somebody,  some 
arbitrary  and  highhanded  commissioner  can  choke 
off  the  realization  of  their  normal,  natural  am- 
bition,   an    ambition    that   in    part   must    be    ap- 
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proached  from  two  angles,  first,  by  qualifying  him, 
and  then  by  having  some  commissioner  who  is 
responsible  to  the  public  exercise,  either  arbitrarily 
or  charitably,  as  the  case  may  be,  the  enormous 
power  which  is  vested  in  him  in  the  matter  of 
appointments.  I  am  informed  that  there  are 
twenty-seven  vacancies  today  for  sergeancy  pro- 
motions in  the  Boston  Police  Department — 
twenty-seven  of  them.  That  is  not  going  to  put 
a  strain  and  stress  on  the  finances  of  the  city, 
because  they  are  provided  for  in  the  ceiling  of  the 
personnel  within  the  department.  I  think  that 
Commissioner  Sullivan,  before  the  expiration  date 
of  that  list  rolls  around — and  I  have  just  been 
informed  that  it  is  the  last  day  of  this  month — ■ 
should  appoint  forthwith  all  of  the  eligible  patrol- 
men who  have  taken  the  sergeant's  examination, 
up  to  and  including  the  twenty-seven  vacancies, 
if  that  is  the  number,  and  I  hope  that  this,  upon 
being  heard  by  the  Committee  on  Public  Safety, 
will  be  acceptable  to  the  Council  as  a  whole  at  the 
next  meeting  on  Tuesday  of  next  week. 

President  KELLY — The  order  is  referred  to 
the  Committee  on  Public  Safety. 

Coun.  KINSELLA— Mr.  President,  I  would 
like  to  announce  that  we  will  hold  a  meeting  of 
the  Committee  on  Public  Safety  to  discuss  this 
order  at  half-past  ten  next  Friday  morning,  and  I 
would  like  to  invite  the  full  Body  of  the  Council 
to  attend. 

President  KELLY — Councilor  Kinsella  an- 
nounces a  meeting  of  the  Committee  on  Public 
Safety  next  Friday  morning  at  half-past  ten  to 
discuss  the  matter,  and  all  members  of  the  Boston 
City  Council  are  invited  to  attend. 

Coun.  MADDEN — Mr.  President,  may  I  make 
the  suggestion  that  the  patrolmen  on  the  list  be 
invited  to  attend  that  hearing,  so  that  we  may 
interrogate  them  as  to  their  years  of  service  and 
their  general  record  of  service  in  the  Police  De- 
partment? 

President  KELLY — Will  the  chairman  of  the 
committee  take  care  of  Councilor  Madden's 
request? 

Coun.  KINSELLA — I  request  that  Councilor 
Madden  submit  a  list  of  the  names  of  the  patrol- 
men he  has  in  mind  to  the  Clerk  of  Committees, 
asking  that  they  be  sent  invitations  to  attend  and 
give  us  any  information  that  may  .be  desired. 

Coun.  KEENAN— Mr.  President,  I  do  not 
think  that  the  police  officers  will  come  up  here,  as 
I  understand  it.  I  know  I  had  a  little  trouble 
some  time  ago  in  connection  with  Captain  Dorsey, 
when  a  policeman  could  not  get  the  permission  of 
the  captain  to  appear  before  any  members  of  the 
Council.  So  that,  for  Councilor  Kinsella's  infor- 
mation, I  do  not  think  that  the  Police  Commissioner 
will  allow  any  police  officer  to  come  up  here. 

President  KELLY — The  matter  has  been  re- 
ferred to  the  Committee  on  Public  Safety,  and 
further  discussion  will  have  to  take  place  before 
that  committee. 


REPORT   OF  COMMITTEE   ON   LICENSES. 

Coun.  SCANNELL,  for  the  Committee  on 
Licenses,  submitted  the  following: 

Report  on  message  of  Mayor  and  order  (recom- 
mitted  October  28)  that   chapter  207  of  Acts  of 


1946  entitled  "An  Act  Relative  to  the  Licensed 
Operation  on  the  Lord's  Day  of  Bowling  Alleys" 
be  accepted — recommending  that  same  ought  to 
pass. 

The   report   was   accepted,    and   the   order   was 
passed. 


EXECUTIVE   COMMITTEE   REPORTS. 

Coun.  FISH,  for  the  Executive  Committee, 
submitted  the  following: 

Report  on  petition  of  Matilda  E.  Chamberlain 
(referred  July  28)  to  be  paid  annuity  on  account 
of  death  of  her  husband,  Edward  G.  Chamberlain, 
late  member  of  the  Fire  Department — recom- 
mending passage  of  accompanying  order,  viz.: 

Ordered,  That  under  the  provisions  of  chapter 
366  of  the  Acts  of  1943,  as  amended,  an  annuity 
of  one  thousand  dollars  be  allowed  and  paid  to 
Matilda  E.  Chamberlain,  widow  of  Edward  G. 
Chamberlain,  a  member  of  the  Fire  Department 
who  died  on  March  14,  1946,  on  account  of  injuries 
received  in  the  performance  of  his  duty,  said 
annuity  to  continue  so  long  as  she  remains  un- 
married; the  payments  to  date  from  March  14, 
1946,  and  to  be  charged  to  the  appropriation  for 
Fire  Department,   Pensions  and  Annuities. 

Report  on  petition  of  Anna  Riley  (referred 
June  10)  to  be  paid  annuity  on  account  of  death 
of  her  husband,  Michael  J.  Riley,  late  member  of 
the  Fire  Department — recommending  passage  of 
accompanying  order,  viz.: 

Ordered,  That  under  the  provisions  of  chapter 
366  of  the  Acts  of  1943,  as  amended,  an  annuity 
of  one  thousand  dollars  be  allowed  and  paid  to 
Anna  Riley,  widow  of  Michael  J.  Riley,  a  member 
of  the  Fire  Department  who  died  on  May  19, 
1946,  on  account  of  injuries  received  in  the  per- 
formance of  his  duty,  said  annuity  to  continue  so 
long  as  she  remains  unmarried;  the  payments  to 
date  from  May  19,  1946,  and  to  be  charged  to  the 
appropriation  for  Fire  Department,  Pensions  and 
Annuities. 

Report  on  petition  of  Mary  E.  Mellyn  (referred 
August  5)  to  be  paid  annuity  on  account  of  death 
of  her  brother,  Thomas  F.  Mellyn,  late  member 
of  the  Fire  Department — recommending  passage 
of  accompanying  order,  viz.: 

Ordered,  That  under  the  provisions  of  chapter 
366  of  the  Acts  of  1943,  as  amended,  an  annuity 
of  one  thousand  dollars  be  allowed  and  paid  to 
Mary  E.  Mellyn,  sister  of  Thomas  F.  Mellyn,  a 
member  of  the  Fire  Department  who  died  on 
February  14,  1946,  on  account  of  injuries  received 
in  the  performance  of  his  duty,  said  annuity  to 
continue  during  such  time  as  she  is  unable  to 
support  herself  and  does  not  marry;  the  payments 
to  date  from  February  14,  1946,  and  to  be  charged 
to  the  appropriation  for  Fire  Department,  Pensions 
and  Annuities. 

Reports  accepted;  said  orders  severally  passed. 


Adjourned  at  3.33  p.  m.,  on  motion  of  Councilor 
Hannon,  to  meet  on  Tuesday,  November  12,  1946, 
at  2  p.  m. 
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CITY  OF  BOSTON. 


Proceedings  of  City  Council. 


Tuesday,  November  12,  1946. 

Regular  meeting  of  the  City  Council  held  in  the 
Council  Chamber,  City  Hall,  at  2  p.  m.,  President 
KELLY  in  the  chair.  Absent,  Councilor 
McCormack. 

The  meeting  was  opened  with  the  salute  to  the 
Flag. 


TRANSFERS   OF   APPROPRIATIONS. 

The  following  was  received: 

City  of  Boston, 
Office  of  the  Mayor,  November  12,  1946. 
To  the  City  Council. 

Gentlemen,- —  The  enclosed  requests  for  transfer 
of  appropriations,  together  with  the  accompany- 
ing orders,  are  forwarded  for  consideration  and 
adoption  by  your  Honorable  Body. 

Respectfully, 
James  M.  Cukley,  Mayor. 

Ordered,  That  in  accordance  with  the  provisions 
of  section  3B  of  chapter  486  of  the  Acts  of  1909, 
as  amended  by  chapter  604  of  the  Acts  of  1941,  the 
City  Auditor  be,  and  hereby  is,  authorized  to 
transfer : 

From  the  appropriation  for  Municipal  Employ- 
ment Bureau,  $224.68,  to  the  appropriation  for 
City  Council  Proceedings,  $224.68. 

Ordered,  That  in  accordance  with  the  provisions 
of  section  3B  of  chapter  486  of  the  Acts  of  1909,  as 
amended  by  chapter  604  of  the  Acts  of  1941,  the 
City  Auditor  be,  and  hereby  is,  authorized  to 
transfer: 

From  the  appropriation  for  Public  Welfare 
Department,  Central  Office,  $250,  to  the  appro- 
priation for  Public  Welfare  Department,  Temporary 
Home,  $250. 

Ordered,  That  in  accordance  with  the  provisions 
of  section  3B  of  chapter  486  of  the  Acts  of  1909,  as 
amended  by  chapter  604  of  the  Acts  of  1941,  the 
City  Auditor  be,  and  hereby  is,  authorized  to 
transf  er : 

From  the  appropriation  for  Public  Welfare 
Department,  Central  Office,  $8,500,  to  the  appro- 
priation for  Public  Welfare  Department,  Way- 
farers' Lodge,  $8,500. 

Referred  to  Executive  Committee. 


APPOINTMENT   BY   THE    MAYOR. 

Subject  to  confirmation  by  the  Council,  the 
Mayor  submitted  the  following  appointment,  viz.: 

Weigher  of  Coal,  for  term  ending  April  30,  1947: 
Robert  Griffin,  6  Harvard  avenue,  Dorchester. 

Referred  to  Committee  on  Constables  and  Con- 
firmations. 


PRESENCE   OF   DOCTORS   AT   FIRES. 
The  following  was  received: 

City  of  Boston, 
Office  of  the  Mayor,  November  12,  1946. 
To  the  City  Council. 

Gentlemen, —  I  transmit  herewith  communica- 
tion from  the  Fire  Commissioner,  in  reply  to  your 
order  of  October  28,  1946,  to  consider  the  advisa- 
bility of  assigning  a  doctor  whose  duty  it  will  be 
to  be  present  at  each  and  every  fire  for  the  pro- 
tection of  the  people. 

Respectfully, 
James  M.  Curley,  Mayor. 

City  of  Boston, 
Fire  Department,  November  9,  1946. 
Hon.  James  M.  Curley, 

Mayor  of  Boston. 
Dear    Mr.    Mayor, — With    reference    to    City 
Council   order  of   October  28,    1946,   relative   to 


assignment  of  a  doctor  to  respond  to  each  and 
every  alarm  of  fire,  I  submit  for  your  consideration 
the  opinion  of  the  Medical  Examiner  of  this  depart- 
ment. 

I  concur  with  the  opinion  of  the  Medical  Ex- 
aminer that  it  would  not  be  advisable  for  this 
department  to  try  to  execute  the  order  of  the  City 
Council. 

Respectfully  yours, 

Russell  S.  Codman,  Jr., 

Fire  Commissioner. 

City  of  Boston, 
Fire  Department,  November  8,  1946. 
From:  The  Medical  Examiner. 
To:  The  Fire  Commissioner. 
Subject:  City  Council  Order. 

Referring  to  City  Council  order  of  October  28, 
1946,  regarding  the  advisability  of  assigning  a 
doctor  to  be  present  at  each  and  every  fire  for  the 
protection  of  the  people: 

A  police  ambulance  responds  to  all  alarms  and 
can  remove  anyone  to  a  hospital  in  about  five 
minutes. 

A  doctor,  if  present,  has  his  limitations  and,  if  a 
person  is  overcome  or  sustains  a  serious  injury,  he 
could  only  send  him  to  a  hospital. 

All  multiple  alarms  are  answered  by  an  ambu- 
lance from  the  Boston  City  Hospital  with  doctors. 

All  three-alarm  fires  are  answered  by  the  Medical 
Examiner  of  the  Fire  Department,  when  possible, 
and  a  great  many  times  doctors  who  are  "sparks" 
are  present,  as  in  the  case  of  the  Cocoanut  Grove 
fire. 

Futhermore,  the  men  of  the  Fire  Department 
are  trained  in  first  aid. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

Timothy  Leary,  M.  D., 

Medical  Examiner. 

Placed  on  file. 


CONDITION    OF   RUTHERFORD    AVENUE, 
WARD   2. 
The  following  was  received: 

City  of  Boston, 
Office  of  the  Mayor,  November  2,  1946. 
To  the  City  Council. 

Gentlemen, — I  transmit  herewith  communica- 
tion from  the  Commissioner  of  Public  Works,  in 
reply  to  your  order  of  October  7,  1946,  to  require 
the  Boston  Consolidated  Gas  Company  to  restore 
Rutherford  avenue,  Ward  2,  to  its  original  con- 
dition. 

Respectfully, 
James  M.  Curley,  Mayor. 

City  of  Boston, 
Public  Works  Department, 

November  1,  1946. 
Mr.  J.  Joseph  Connors, 

Chief  Clerk,  Mayor's  Office. 
Dear  Sir, — I  return  herewith  order  in  City 
Council  that  the  Commissioner  of  Public  Works 
require  the  Boston  Consolidated  Gas  Company  to 
restore  Rutherford  avenue,  Ward  2,  to  its  original 
condition,  and  this  will  advise  you  that  this  work 
has  been  completed. 

Very  truly  yours, 

Robert  P.  Curley, 
Commissioner  of  Public  Works. 
Placed  on  file. 


IMPROVED   STREET   LIGHTING,   CENTRE 
STREET,   WARD    19. 
The  following  was  received: 

City  of  Boston, 
Office  of  the  Mayor,  November  12,  1946. 
To  the  City  Council. 

Gentlemen, — I  transmit  herewith  communica- 
tion from  the  Public  Works  Department,  in  reply 
to  your  order  of  October  21,  1946,  to  increase  the 
street  lighting  on  Centre  street,  Ward  19,  from 
Eliot  street  to  Arborway. 

Respectfully, 
James  M.  Curley,  Mayor. 

City  of  Boston, 
Public  Works  Department, 

November  5,  1946. 
Mr.  J.  Joseph  Connors, 

Chief  Clerk,  Mayor's  Office. 
Dear    Sir, — I    return    herewith    order    in    City 
Council  that  the  Commissioner  of  Public  Works 
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increase    the    Btreet    lighting    on    Centre    street, 
Ward  19,  from  Eliot  street  to  Arborway,  and  this 
will  advise  you  that   the  lighting  service  of  the 
Highway  Division  will  have  a  survey  made  of  this 
aria  with  a  \  i?w  tc  imprc,  ing  :  ondlticns   providing 
same  is  necessary  and  conditions  permit. 
Very  truly  yours, 
D.  M.  Sullivan, 
Acting  Commissioner  of  Public  Works. 
Placed  on  file. 


WILLIAM    H.   RYAN   BEQUEST. 

The  following  was  received: 

City  of  Boston, 
Office  of  the  Mayor,  November  5,  1946. 
To  the  Honorable  City  Council. 

Gentlemen, — Henry  Hixon  Meyer  and  the  State 
Street  Trust  Company,  trustees  under  the  will  of 
William  H.  Ryan,  late  of  Brookline,  Massachusetts, 
have  presented  to  the  City  of  Boston  a  draft  in  the 
amount  of  $8,023.49,  payable  to  "City  of  Boston 
to  increase  the  principal  of  the  Randidge  Trust 
Fund"  as  the  City  of  Boston's  share  in  the  chari- 
table bequests  of  Mr.  Ryan. 

Mr.  Ryan,  until  his  death  in  1940,  was  a  resident 
in  the  neighboring  town  of  Brookline.  I  am 
informed  Mr.  Ryan,  at  the  time  of  his  decease, 
was  seventy-five  years  young,  and  during  the 
major  part  of  his  latter  years  was  totally  blind. 

William  H.  Ryan,  despite  his  affliction,  was  a  man 
of  exceptional  talent  and  of  broad  charitable 
impulses;  particularly  did  he  take  a  keen  interest 
in  providing  for  and  bringing  joy  to  the  orphaned 
and  underprivileged  children  as  is  evidenced  by 
his  gifts  to  the  Home  for  Destitute  Catholic 
Children,  the  Perkins  Institute  and  Massachusetts 
School  for  the  Blind,  St.  Mary's  Infant  Asylum 
and  Lying-in  Hospital  and  this  most  generous 
bequest  for  the  benefit  of  the  children  of  the  poor 
in  the  City  of  Boston. 

Under  the  terms  of  Mr.  Ryan's  will  he  has 
bequeathed  to  the  City  of  Boston  one-fifth  interest 
in  his  residuary  trust  estate  —  "to  increase  the 
principal  of  the  Randidge  Trust  Fund." 

The  Randidge  Trust  Fund  was  established  by  a 
bequest  of  850,000  left  to  the  City  of  Boston  by 
the  late  George  L.  Randidge  in  the  year  1896  upon 
the  following  terms  and  conditions: 

"That  the  fund  be  kept  intact,  and  that  the 
income  be  applied  forever  under  the  sole  direction 
of  the  Mayor  of  the  City  for  the  time  being  for  the 
sole  purpose  of  affording  to  the  children  of  the  poor 
of  the  city  of  all  religious  denominations  the  pleas- 
ure of  one  or  more  excursions  during  the  months 
of  July  and  August  in  each  year." 

As  Mayor  of  the  City  of  Boston  and  in  its  name, 
I  am  very  happy  to  present  to  your  Honorable 
Body  for  your  acceptance  this  charitable  bequest 
of  William  H.  Ryan.  It  is  men  of  noble  character 
like  William  H.  Ryan,  as  evidenced  by  his  life, 
his  will  and  his  gift  to  the  City  of  Boston  and 
other  charitable  institutions,  who  encourage  us  to 
have  faith  in  our  fellow  men. 

I  respectfully  request  passage  of  the  accompany- 
ing order  by  your  Honorable  Body. 

Respectfully, 
James  M.  Curley,  Mayor. 

Whereas,  William  H.  Ryan,  late  of  Brookline, 
Massachusetts,  by  his  last  will  and  testament 
provided  as  follows: 

"  (8)  To  Henry  Hixon  Meyer  of  Belmont  in  the 
County  of  Middlesex  and  said  Commonwealth, 
and  the  State  Street  Trust  Company  all  the  rest, 
residue  and  remainder  of  my  estate,  whether  real 
or  personal,  including  all  property  over  which  I 
may  be  entitled  to  exercise  any  power  of  appoint- 
ment, IN  TRUST,  however,  to  invest  and  rein- 
vest the  same  and  to  apply  the  income  therefrom 
and/or  the  principal  thereof  as  they  in  their  sole 
discretion  shall  deem  best,  to  the  maintenance, 
benefit,  pleasure  and/or  support  of  my  brother, 
Jarnes  F.  Ryan,  of  said  Brookline  during  his  life, 
and  upon  his  death,  after  paying  the  expenses  of 
his  funeral  and  last  illness,  to  convey,  transfer  and 
deliver  the  remaining  portion  of  the  principal  of 
the  trust  estate,  together  with  any  income  there- 
from in  their  hands,  if  any,  as  follows: — One 
fifth  to  the  Holy  Ghost  Hospital  of  Cambridge, 
Massachusetts;  one  fifth  to  Perkins  Institution 
and  Massachusetts  School  for  the  Blind;  one 
fifth  to  Home  for  Destitute  Catholic  Children; 
ono  fifth  to  St.  Mary'b  Infant  Asylum  and  Lying- 
in  Hospital;   and  one  fifth,  to  the  City  of  Boston 


to  increase  the  principal  of  the  Randidge  Trust 
Fund.  Upon  the  decease  of  my  brother  James  F. 
Ryan,  if  the  said  Delia  Kelly  shall  then  be  living 
I  give  and  devise  to  her  my  share  and  interest  in 
the  house  and  land  on  Garven's  Falls  Road,  Con- 
cord, New  Hampshire,  together  with  all  the 
furniture  and  other  personal  property  therein 
contained.";   and 

Whereas,  Henry  Hixon  Meyer  and  the  State 
Street  Trust  Company,  trustees  under  the  will  of 
William  H.  Ryan,  as  aforesaid,  have  presented  to 
the  City  of  Boston  a  draft  in  the  amount  of  $8,- 
023.49,  payable  to  the  City  of  Boston,  to  increase 
the  principal  of  the  Randidge  Trust  Fund  as  the 
city's  share  in  the  charitable  bequests  of  William 
H.  Ryan;    now,  therefore,  it  is  hereby 

Ordered,  That  the  bequest  of  William  H.  Ryan, 
late  of  Brookline,  to  the  City  of  Boston,  to  increase 
the  principal  of  the  Randidge  Trust  Fund  be, 
and  the  same  hereby  is,  accepted  by  the  City  of 
Boston;   and,  it  is  hereby  further 

Ordered,  That  the  City  Treasurer  be,  and  he 
hereby  is,  authorized  in  the  name  and  behalf  of 
the  City  of  Boston,  to  receive  and  receipt  for  the 
said  draft  in  the  amount  of  358,023.49,  and  such 
further  sum  or  sums  as  may  hereafter  be  paid  on 
account  of  such  bequest,  and  the  City  Treasurer 
is  hereby  directed  to  place  the  same  to  the  credit 
of  the  principal  of  the  City  of  Boston — the  Ran- 
didge Trust  Fund 

Referred  to  Executive  Committee. 


SALE    OF    LAND    ON    WEST    BROADWAY, 
C   AND    ATHENS   STREETS. 

The  following  was  received: 

City  of  Boston, 
Office  of  the  Mayor,  November  7,  1946. 
To  the  Honorable  City  Council. 

Gentlemen, — The  City  of  Boston  in  1921  through 
eminent  domain  proceedings  took  in  fee  for  gym- 
nasium purposes  a  certain  parcel  of  land  con- 
taining approximately  fifteen  thousand  five 
hundred  eighteen  (15,518)  square  feet  of  land 
situated  on  West  Broadway,  C  and  Athens  streets, 
in  Ward  6,  South  Boston. 

The  city  having  acquired  title  to  the  property 
has  never  proceeded  to  erect  a  gymnasium  thereon. 
At  the  present  time  a  new  gymnasium  is  being 
erected  in  Ward  6  as  an  addition  to  the  Municipal 
Building  situated  on  East  Broadway  between  G 
and  H  streets. 

The  Board  of  Park  Commissioners  inform  me 
that  this  parcel  of  undeveloped  land  is  no  longer 
needed  for  gymnasium  purposes. 

In  my  opinion,  this  parcel  of  land  situated  in  a 
local  business  area  is  not  suited  for  nor  may  it  be 
adapted  for  other  park  or  playground  purposes, 
and,  it  is  my  further  opinion  that  this  parcel  of 
city-owned  property  undeveloped,  vacant  and 
nontaxable  should  be  sold  and  thereby  accomplish 
the  fourfold  measure  of  the  development  of  the 
neighboring  business  area;  the  increase  of  city 
revenues  by  receipt  of  the  sale  price;  the  restora- 
tion of  such  land  together  with  improvements  to 
be  made  thereon  to  the  tax  assessment  rolls,  and 
the  means  of  providing  increased  employment  and 
business  opportunity  and  prosperity  within  the 
local  district. 

I  recommend  that  this  parcel  of  land  be  sold  at 
public  auction  at  an  upset  price  of  $7,500,  and 
your  consideration  and  passage  of  the  accom- 
panying order. 

Respectfully, 
James  M.  Cuhley,  Mayor. 

Whereas,  The  City  of  Boston  owns  in  a  fee  a 
certain  parcel  of  land  containing  approximately 
fifteen  thousand  five  hundred  eighteen  (15,518) 
square  feet  of  land  situated  on  West  Broadway, 
C  and  Athens  streets,  South  Boston.  The  City  of 
Boston  acquired  this  parcel  of  land  for  gymnasium 
purposes  through  eminent  domain  proceedings 
by  an  order  passed  in  Board  of  Street  Com- 
missioners November  16,  1921,  approved  by  the 
Mayor  of  Boston  November  17,  1921,  and  re- 
corded with  Suffolk  Deeds,  Book  4329,  page  347. 
The  deed  in  confirmation  of  said  taking  is  dated 
December  31,  1941,  and  is  recorded  with  Suffolk 
Deeds,  Book  4436,  page  309;   and 

Whereas,  Said  parcel  of  land  is  now  in  the 
custody,  care  and  control  of  the  Board  of  Park 
Commissioners  of  the  City .  of  Boston  and  said 
Board  of  Park  Commissioners  have'  declared  that 
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this  land  is  no  longer  needed  for  gymnasium  or 
other  public  purposes;   now,  therefore,  it  is  hereby 

Ordered,  That  the  Board  of  Park  Commissioners 
of  the  City  of  Boston  be,  and  they  hereby  are, 
authorized  in  the  name  and  behalf  of  the  City  of 
Boston,  to  sell  at  public  auction  at  an  upset  price 
of  seven  thousand  five  hundred  (7,500)  dollars 
the  said  parcel  of  land,  hereinafter  described;  and, 
it  is  hereby  further 

Ordered,  That  his  Honor  the  Mayor  of  the  City 
of  Boston  be,  and  he  hereby  is,  authorized  in  the 
name  and  behalf  of  the  City  of  Boston  to  execute 
and  deliver  to  the  purchaser  at  said  public  auction 
a  written  instrument  satisfactory  in  form  to  the 
Law  Department  of  the  City  of  Boston  conveying 
all  the  City  of  Boston's  right,  title  and  interest 
in  and  to  said  parcel  of  land,  bounded  and  de- 
scribed as  follows: 

Southwesterly  by  the  northeasterly  sideline  of 
West  Broadway,  one  hundred  six  and  55-100 
(106.55)  feet;  northwesterly  by  the  southeasterly 
sideline  of  C  street,  one  hundred  forty-five  and 
45-100  (145.45)  feet;  northeasterly  by  the  south- 
westerly sideline  of  Athens  street,  one  hundred  six 
and  74-100  (106.74)  feet;  southeasterly  by  land 
now  or  formerly  of  Daniel  Nee  and  of  Ersena 
Stanziani,  by  two  measurements,  sixty-five  and 
50-100  (65.50)  feet  and  seventy-nine  and  95-100 
(79.95)  feet,  containing  fifteen  thousand  five 
hundred  eighteen  (15,518)  square  feet  of  land, 
more  or  less. 

Said  parcel  of  land  and  all  of  said  measurements 
are  shown  on  a  plan  marked  "City  of  Boston, 
West  Broadway,  C  street  and  Athens  street, 
South  Boston,  November  5,  1946,  Thomas  F. 
McGovern,  Chief  Engineer,  Street  Laying-Out 
Department."  The  original  of  said  plan  is  on  file 
in  the  office  of  the  Street  Laying-Out  Department, 
City  Hall,  Boston,  Massachusetts. 

Referred  to  Committee  on  Public  Lands. 


SALE  OF  LAND  AT  CLEVELAND  CIRCLE. 

The  following  was  received: 

City  of  Boston, 
Office  of  the  Mayor,  November  12,  1946. 
To  the  City  Council. 

Gentlemen, —  I  am  in  receipt  of  a  communica- 
tion from  the  chairman  of  the  Park  Commission 
in  which  he  recommends  the  sale  of  a  parcel  of 
land  at  Cleveland  Circle  comprising  31,368  square 
feet. 

Information  presented  to  me  indicates  that 
this  parcel  of  land  is  desirable  for  commercial 
purposes,  and  an  interested  party  intends  to  con- 
struct a  building  thereon,  to  be  used  as  a  specialty 
store.  Such  construction  will,  of  course,  mean 
additional  revenue  to  the  city  in  the  form  of  taxes 
and,  incidentally,  provide  additional  employment. 

An  offer  to  purchase  the  land  in  question,  for 
double  its  assessed  valuation  has  been  received 
by  the  chairman  of  the  Park  Commission.  I 
am  in  favor  of  the  sale  of  this  land  for  the  sum 
offered,  and  respectfully  request  adoption  of  the 
accompanying  order  by  your  Honorable  Body. 
Respectfully, 
James  M.  Curley,  Mayor. 

Whereas,  The  City  of  Boston  owns  in  fee  a 
certain  parcel  of  land  containing  approximately 
thirty-one  thousand  three  hundred  sixty-eight 
(31,368)  square  feet  situated  on  the  southerly  side 
of  Chestnut  Hill  avenue  at  Cleveland  Circle  in  the 
Brighton  district;  and 

Whereas,  The  said  parcel  of  land  is  now  in  the 
custody,  care  and  control  of  the  Board  of  Park 
Commissioners  for  playground  purposes,  and  the 
Board  of  Park  Commissioners  have  declared  the 
said  parcel  of  land  is  no  longer  required  for  play- 
ground purposes,  now,  therefore  it  is  hereby 

Ordered,  That  the  Board  of  Park  Commissioners 
of  the  City  of  Boston,  be  and  they  hereby  are, 
authorized  in  the  name  and  behalf  of  the  City  of 
Boston  to  sell  at  private  sale  to  Samuel  G.  Fish  of 
Boston  at  a  price  of  thirty-one  thousand  three 
hundred  sixty-eight  dollars  ($31,368)  the  said 
parcel  of  land,  hereinafter  described,  subject, 
however,  to  the  exception  and  reservation  herein- 
after specified;  and,  it  is  hereby  further 

Ordered,  That  his  Honor  the  Mayor  of  the  City 
of  Boston  be,  and  he  hereby  is,  authorized  in  the 
name  and  behalf  of  the  City  of  Boston  to  execute 
and  deliver  to  Samuel  G.  Fish  of  Boston  a  written 
instrument  satisfactory  in  form  to  the  Law  Depart- 


ment of  the  City  of  Boston  conveying  all  the  City 
of  Boston's  right,  title  and  interest  in  and  to  said 
parcel  of  land,  subject,  however,  to  the  exception 
and  reservation  in  the  City  of  Boston  and  in  its 
licensee  to  lay,  construct,  maintain,  operate, 
repair,  and  renew  sewage  worKs  in  and  through 
said  parcel  of  land  in  the  location  designated 
therefor  on  the  plan  hereinafter  referred  to.  Said 
parcel  of  land  is  bounded  and  described  as  follows: 
Northeasterly  by  the  southwesterly  line  of 
Chestnut  Hill  avenue,  as  shown  on  the  plan  herein- 
after referred  to,  by  two  (2)  measurements,  fifteen 
and  51-100  (15.51)  feet  in  a  radius  of  fourteen 
and  68-100  (R  =  14.68)  feet,  and  one  hundred  ten 
and  12-100  (110.12)  feet;  southeasterly  by  land 
now  or  formerly  of  Allston  Theatres,  Inc.,  by  two 
(2)  measurements,  one  hundred  twenty-five  and 
33-100  (125.33)  feet,  and  one  hundred  eight-two 
and  17-100  (182.17)  feet;  southwesterly  by  other 
land  now  or  formerly  of  the  City  of  Boston, 
sixty-seven  and  41-100  (67.41)  feet;  westerly 
by  other  land  of  the  City  of  Boston,  forty-six 
and  47-100  (46.47)  feet;  northwesterly  by  other 
land  of  the  City  of  Boston,  by  two  (2)  measure- 
ments, one  hundred  forty-seven  and  26-100 
(147.26)  feet,  and  one  hundred  fifteen  and  41-100 
(115.41)  feet,  containing  thirty-one  thousand 
three  hundred  sixty-eight  (31,368)  square  feet  of 
land,  more  or  less.  Said  parcel  of  land  and  all  of 
said  measurements,  together  with  the  location  of 
the  right  and  easement  for  sewage  works,  excepted 
and  reserved  unto  the  City  of  Boston  and  to 
its  licensee,  are  shown  on  a  plan  marked  "  City  of 
Boston,  Chestnut  Hill  Avenue,  Brighton,  October 
25,  1946,  Thomas  F.  McGovern,  Chief  Engineer, 
Street  Laying-Out  Department."  The  original 
of  said  plan  is  on  file  in  the  office  of  the  Street 
Laying-Out  Department,  City  Hall,  Boston, 
Massachusetts. 

Referred  to  Committee  on  Public  Lands. 


PETITIONS   REFERRED. 

The  following  petitions  were  received  and 
referred  to  the  committee  named,  viz.: 

Claims. 

Esther  Baum,  for  compensation  for  injuries 
caused  by  an  alleged  defect  at  343  Washington 
street. 

Charles  H.  Dolan,  for  compensation  for  damage 
to  property  at  21  Worley  street,  West  Roxbury, 
due  to  rebuilding  of  Dwinell  street.  _ 

Elizabeth  Hebert,  for  compensation  for  injuries 
caused  by  an  alleged  defect  in  South  street. 

Ray  C.  Johnson,  for  compensation  for  damage  to 
property  at  1123  and  1125  Washington  street, 
caused  by  water  from  street. 

John.  G.  Kuzirian,  for  compensation  for  damage 
to  property  at  164  Chestnut  avenue,  Jamaica 
Plain,  caused  by  break  in  water  main. 

Eva  J.  Lannon,  for  compensation  for  injuries 
caused  by  an  alleged  defect  in  Rowe  street. 

Clifford  A.  Lara,  to  be  reimbursed  for  loss  of 
clothing  while  patient  at  City  Hospital. 

Fred  Masucci,  to  be  reimbursed  as  result  of 
accident  which  occurred  while  in  performance  of 
duty.  . 

Ralph  L.  Nichols,  for  wife,  for  compensation  for 
injuries  on  Washington  street,,  caused  by  being 
knocked  down  by  boy  being  chased  by  police. 

Arthur  and  Bella  E.  Rabinovitz,  for  compensa- 
tion for  damage  to  property  by  water  from  street. 

Standard  Drug,  for  compensation  for  damage  to 
propei  ty  at  1129  Washington  street,  caused  by 
backing  up  of  sewage. 

Mrs.  S.  Yacubian,  for  compensation  for  damage 
to  property  at  3  Vermont  street,  caused  by  repay- 
ing of  sidewalk. 

John  T.  Rigney,  for  compensation  for  damage  to 
car  by  truck  of  Public  Works  Department. 


APPOINTMENT    OF    BENJAMIN    SPINOZA. 

Notice  was  received  from  the  Mayor  of  appoint- 
ment of  Benjamin  Spinoza  of  138  St.  James 
avenue,  Boston,  to  be  a  member  of  the  Board  of 
Sinking  Funds  Commissioners,  for  term  ending 
April  30,  1947,  vice  John  E.  Hannigan,  resigned. 

Placed  on  file. 
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RESIGNATION   OF  JAMES   I..   BLUE. 

Notice  was  received  of  resignation  of  James  L. 
Blue  as  constable  of  Citv  of  Boston  as  of  November 
4,  1946. 

Placed  on  file. 


FINANCE      COMMISSION      REPORT      RE 
LITTLE       BUILDING       TAX       ABATE- 
MENT. 
The  following  was  received: 

City  of  Boston, 
Finance  Commission,  November  8,  1940. 
The  Honorable  the  City  Council. 

Gentlemen, —  The  Finance  Commission  has 
investigated  the  circumstances  surrounding  the 
decision  of  the  Board  of  Assessors  to  abate  a  large 
portion  of  the  assessments  levied  against  the  owners 
of  the  Little  Building  at  Boylston  and  Tremont 
streets. 

There  has  been  unusual  public  interest  in  this 
case.  There  has  been  criticism  in  the  City  Council 
of  the  decision  to  abate.  This  interest  and 
criticism  has  stemmed  from  these  principal  causes: 

1.  The  abatement  was  granted  after  new 
owners  had  taken  possession  of  the  property. 

2.  It  was  well  known  and  amply  recorded  on 
the  public  record  that  the  Pelham  Trust,  which 
had  owned  and  operated  the  building  for  many 
years  and  had  been  dissatisfied  with  the  assessors' 
taxable  valuation  of  it,  had  been  unable  to  obtain 
any  decision  on  their  applications  for  abatement 
in  each  of  the  past  five  years. 

3.  The  decision  to  reduce  the  valuation  to 
$2,000,000  for  1946  assessment  purposes,  was 
made  within  a  few  weeks  after  the  assessors  had 
increased  the  valuation  from  $2,700,000  to 
§3,000,000. 

4.  The  reduction  granted  was  a  reversal  in  a 
single  instance  of  the  policy  just  previously 
enunciated  in  defense  of  the  1946  tax  rate  that 
because  properties  of  the  nature  of  the  Little 
Building  had  been  enjoying  unusual  earnings  due 
to  war  conditions  larger  assessments  should  be 
levied. 

5.  It  has  been  publicly  stated  that  the  reason 
for  the  abatement  was  that  the  assessors  had 
learned  that  the  property  was  sold  for  approxi- 
mately one  half  the  assessors'  1946  valuation. 
Nevertheless,  it  is  the  only  known  case  where  the 
assessors  have  taken  recognition  of  the  sale  price 
and  promptly  reduced  valuation  because  of  a 
lower  sale  price. 

6.  Many  owners,  the  valuation  of  whose 
properties  was  increased  in  1946  as  was  the  valua- 
tion of  the  Little  Building,  have  been  unable 
to  obtain  any  similar  consideration. 

The  Finance  Commission  has  examined  the 
chairman  of  the  Board  of  Assessors,  Mr.  Peter  J. 
Allen,  in  regard  to  the  matter;  it  has  also  examined 
Mr.  Bailey  Aldrich  who,  as  a  trustee  of  the  Pelham 
Trust  —  the  former  owner  of  the  Little  Building  — 
attended  to  the  sale  of  the  property  to  the  new 
owner.  The  testimony  taken  from  these  two 
speaks  for  itself  in  regard  to  all  the  details  of  sale 
and  application  for  and  grant  of  abatement. 

In  the  testimony  received  by  the  Finance  Com- 
mission, it  appears  that  the  Pelham  Trust  deeded 
the  property  to  the  new  owners  on  August  1,  1946, 
and  that  the  abatement  of  taxes  for  the  years 
1942,  1943,  1944  and  1945,  and  the  reduction  of 
the  valuation  for  1946  occurred  on  August  8,  1946. 

The  Commission  has  extracted  the  principal 
points  of  this  testimony  and  submits  them  in 
brief  form  as  the  most  satisfactory  manner  of 
making  public  record  of  this  case. 

From  Mr.  Peter  J.  Allen,  Chairman  of  the  Board  of 
Assessors: 

An  assessed  valuation  of  83,000,000 — an  increase 
of  $300,000  over  the  1945  valuation  of  $2,700,000 
— was  placed  on  the  Little  Building  in  May  of 
1946.  At  that  time  there  were  on  file  applications 
for  abatement  for  the  years  1942,  1943,  1944  and 
1945. 

The  only  one  eligible  to  apply  for  abatement  is 
the  owner  of  record  as  of  January  1.  In  this  case 
the  settlement  for  abatement  was  made  with  a 
Mr.  Slobodkin  who  was  attorney  for  Mr.  Bailey 
Aldrich  who  represented  the  Pelham  Trust  (owners 
of  record).  This  Mr.  Slobodkin  came  to 
Mr.  Allen's  office  during  the  first  week  in  August 
of  1946  and  informed  him  that  the  property  had 


been  sold  for  $1,525,000  to  William  J.  McDonald 
&  Goldfine,  final  passage  of  papers  having  taken 
place  on  August  1,  1946. 

The  Board  of  Assessors  then  settled  the  case  on 
the  basis  of  an  assessment  of  $2,000,000  for  each 
of  these  years. 

Effect. 

The  following  table  gives  the  picture  of  the 
action  taken: 


Year. 

Previous 
Valuation. 

New 
Valuation. 

Reduction. 

1942 

1943 

1944 

1945 

1946 

$2,200,000 
2,200,000 
2,200,000 
2,700,000 
3,000,000 

$2,000,000 
2,000,000 
2,000,000 
2,000,000 
2,000,000 

$200,000 
200,000 
200,000 
700,000 

1,000,000 

Total.. 

$2,300,000 

This  reduction,  which  applies  to  the  building 
and  not  to  the  land,  settled  all  applications  for 
abatement,  all  of  which  had  been  filed  by  the  same 
party,  the  Little  Estate  (known  as  the  Pelham 
Trust). 

Reasons  for  Reduction  of  Valuation. 
The  reasons  given  for  this  action  by  Mr.  Allen 
were: 

1.  The  sale  price,  $1,525,000. 

2.  The  case  was  marked  for  trial  before  the 
Appellate  Tax  Board. 

3.  Experience  with  the  Appellate  Tax  Board 
showed  that  the  Board  does  take  sale  price  "strong- 
ly into  consideration." 

4.  "City  does  not  fare  very  well  at  the  Appel- 
late Tax  Board." 

5.  That  Board  frequently  arrives  at  a  point 
half-way  between  the  sale  price  and  the  assessed 
valuation  in  determining  the  true  valuation. 

6.  Fear  that  the  Appellate  Tax  Board  might 
bring  the  value  down  to  $1,750,000  or  $1,800,000 
and  "might  come  down  with  the  value  for  all  years 
in  question." 

Adjacent  Property. 
All  property  in  that  district  was  raised  in  valua- 
tion but  no  requests  for  reduction  have  yet  been 
brought  to  Mr.  Allen's  attention.  The  Colonial 
Building  located  next  to  the  Little  Building  has 
been  an  applicant  foi  abatement,  but  no  action 
has  been  taken  by  the  City  in  the  case  because  it 
is  not  handy  to  trial  at  the  Appellate  Tax  Board. 

Law  and  Rules. 
Mr.  Allen  said  that  the  Appellate  Tax  Board  had 
never  ruled  that  the  sale  value  of  property  was  not 
the  true  criterion  of  value.  When  confronted  with 
a  case  which  was  brought  to  the  Supreme  Court  in 
which  property  was  sold  for  much  less  than  valua- 
tion, whereupon  the  Supreme  Court  ruled  that 
such  was  not  a  true  criterion,  Mr.  Allen  replied, 
"We  are  not  bound  by  the  Supreme  Court."  He 
admitted  that  there  was  a  right  of  appeal  to  the 
Supreme  Court  from  decisions  of  the  Appellate 
Tax  Board. 

Old  Owners  v.  New  Owners. 

He  does  not  believe  that  the  sale  price  was 
dependent  on  a  reduction  in  the  valuation.  He 
did  not  talk  about  this  piece  of  property  until 
after  the  sale  had  been  made,  so  that  there  was 
no  foreknowledge  that  there  would  be  an  abate- 
ment. He  did  not  think  there  was  any  agreement 
between  the  Pelham  Trust  and  McDonald  &  Gold- 
fine  in  the  matter  of  the  1946  taxes.  The  1946 
tax  bill  was  assumed  by  Mr.  Slobodkin  for  the 
Pelham  Trust. 

Board  of  Assessors. 

This  case  was  decided  by  the  full  Board  of 
Assessors,  not  by  the  chairman.  A  majority  deci- 
sion is  necessary,  but  in  this  case  there  was  no 
difference  of  opinion.  There  was,  moreover,  no 
suggestion  from  any  source  that  he  should  arrive 
at  this  decision. 


NOVEMBER     12,     1946- 
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Experts. 
No  expert  was  engaged  in  this  case.  The  city- 
did  not  know  whom  it  could  employ.  Two  experts 
usually  used  are  presently  sick  and  other  aspiring 
experts  are  disqualified  for  lack  of  proper  qualifica- 
tion. One  of  the  city  experts  subsequently  agreed 
that  $2,000,000  was  a  good  settlement. 

The  Building. 

The  building  has  been  fully  occupied  but  has 
had  very  high  expenses,  "which  we  hope  the  new 
owners  will  cut  down."  Against  a  gross  rental 
of  $300,000  in  1944  expenses  totaled  $294,942, 
including  taxes.  He  said  that  the  estimated  value 
filed  by  the  Pelham  Trust  was  $1,300,000. 

Asked  how — faced  with  these  figures — he  could 
raise  it  $300,000  in  May,  he  answered  that  he  had 
not  gone  over  each  application  before  raising. 
In  explaining  a  raise  of  $300,000  at  one  time  and 
a  reduction  of  $1,000,000  soon  afterward,  he  s?id 
that  the  over-all  picture  "prompts  us  when  we 
find  that  office  buildings  have  raised  rents." 

From  Mr.  Bailey  Aldrich: 

Position  in  the  Case. 
Mr.  Aldrich  handled  all  the  details  with  refer- 
ence to  the  sale  of  the  Little  Building.  This 
building  was  owned  by  the  Pelham  Trust  of  which 
Mr.  Aldrich  has  been  a  trustee  since  1940.  His 
firm  (Choate,  Hall  &  Stewart)  acted  as  counsel 
to  the  trustees  in  connection  with  the  sale.  They 
handled  abatement  petitions  for  1942,  1943,  1944 
and  1945.  These  were  applications  for  abatement 
which  were  denied  and  were  followed  by  petitions 
to  the  Appellate  Tax  Board  each  year.  The 
full  tax  was  paid  in  each  case. 

Negotiations  to  Purchase. 
When  the  question  of  selling  the  building  came 
up,  the  purchasers  were  undisclosed  to  him.  They 
were  represented  by  Hugh  D.  McLellan  with 
whom  he  made  an  agreement  for  the  purchase 
and  sale  of  the  building.  This  agreement  was 
dated  April  26,  1946.  An  attorney  named  Slo- 
bodkin  came  into  the  case  later.  Mr.  Aldrich 
was  told  by  Mr.  Slobodkin  that  he  was  repre- 
senting one  principal,  while  Judge  McLellan  was 
representing  another.  To  Mr.  Aldrich's  knowl- 
edge Mr.  Slobodkin  came  into  the  picture  some 
time  after  the  agreement  of  sale  had  been  entered 
into;  Mr.  Slobodkin  told  Mr.  Aldrich  that  he  was 
in  the  picture  before  the  agreement  of  sale  as  an 
undisclosed  attorney  for  an  undisclosed  principal. 
Mr.  Aldrich  states  that  Mr.  Slobodkin  was  not  in 
this  picture  in  1942,  1943,  1944,  1945. 

Agreement  to  Purchase. 
The  agreement  was  executed  by  the  three 
trustees  of  the  Pelham  Trust  and  by  a  Jeremiah  S. 
Connors,  an  attorney,  who  represented  to  Mr. 
Aldrich  that  he  was  a  "straw."  In  the  discussion 
of  the  terms  of  sale  with  Judge  McLellan  the  tax 
suits  were  discussed,  and  Mr.  Aldrich  proposed 
the  two  following  choices  with  respect  to  the  tax 
suits  (pending  for  four  years) : 

1.  He  could  buy  at  a  particular  figure  which 
would  include  the  tax  suits. 

2.  He  could  buy  at  $50,000  less  (Aldrich's 
estfmate  of  the  value  of  the  suits)  without  includ- 
ing the  tax  suits. 

Judge  McLellan  said  that  his  client  wanted  to 
buy  the  tax  suits.  He  was  to  pay  $1,525,000  and 
was  to  be  given  the  building  and  the  pending  tax 
suits.  The  agreement  does  not  allocate  any  par. 
ticular  amount  for  the  tax  suits.  The  date  of 
agreement  was  April  26,  and  delivery  was  dated 
for  August  1. 

In  the  course  of  that  period  Mr.  Slobodkin 
entered  the  picture  and  Judge  McLellan  dropped 
out.  Thereafter,  discussions  on  the  agreement 
were  with  Mr.  Slobodkin  and  Mr.  Harry  H.  Ham 
(in  the  same  office  as  Jeremiah  Connors).  Mr. 
Ham  has  been  counsel  for  William  J.  McDonald 
for  years.  The  interested  parties  were  disclosed 
in  the  following  order:  Mr.  McDonald,  Mr. 
Slobodkin  and,  toward  the  end  of  this  period,  a 
Mr.  Goldfine. 

In  answer  to  the  question  whether  Mr.  Slobod- 
kin was  also  a  purchaser  of  the  building,  Mr. 
Aldrich  replied,  "I  have  never  known.  So  far,  I 
will  say  it  has  never  been  made  too  clear  to  me  just 
who  was  the  purchaser."  It  was  of  no  consequence 
to  him,  Mr.  Aldrich  stated,  who  the  principals 
were. 


Subsequent  Events. 

After  the  passing  of  the  papers  on  August  1, 
Mr.  Aldrich  went  on  vacation,  during  which  time 
Slobodkin  called  him  several  times  to  have  him 
endorse  checks  from  the  City  of  Boston,  and  also 
to  get  from  Mr.  Aldrich's  office  the  papers  on  the 
tax  abatement  petition.  Mr.  Slobodkin  was  told 
that  he  could  have  everything  which  was  proper 
for  him  to  have  in  accordance  with  the  agreement. 

About  the  22d  or  23d  of  August,  Mr.  Slobodkin 
appeared  at  the  vacation  place  with  two  checks 
from  the  City  of  Boston  and  a  letter  from  Jere- 
miah S.  Connors,  on  the  letterhead  of  Har= 
Ganz  &  Connors  (Connors  being  the  new  lecyrd 
owner  of  the  Little  Building),  authorizing  the 
"trustees  for  the  Pelham  Trust  to  endorse  said 
checks  to  Myer  H.  Slobodkin,  my  attorney." 
The  checks,  issued  by  the  city  for  rebates  of  taxes 
assessed  against  the  Little  Building  for  1942, 
1943,  1944  and  1945  were: 

1.  Made  payable  to  Joseph  H.  GifTord  et  al., 
trustees  for  Pelham  Trust  in  the  amount  of  $18,- 
597.84. 

2.  Made  payable  to  Amos  R.  Little  et  al., 
trustees  for  Pelham  Trust  in  the  amount  of  $39,- 
305.31. 

At  the  same  time,  Mr.  Slobodkin  also  asked  Mr. 
Aldrich  to  execute  an  application  for  abatement 
for  1946.  That  had  not  been  done  and  Mr.  Aid- 
rich  executed  it  for  himself  and  the  co-trustees  at 
that  time. 

The  1946  Taxes. 

In  the  matter  of  assuming  any  part  of  the  1946 
taxes,  the  agreement  in  that  connection  reads: 

"On  the  delivery  date  there  shall  be  prorated 
and  adjusted  between  the  parties  as  of  said  date 
the  current  rents,  the  water  rates,  the  taxes  for  the 
year  1946;  but  if  the  1946  assessed  value  is  greater 
than  that  for  1945,  any  excess  tax  due  thereto  is 
not  to  be  apportioned." 

The  agreement  having  provided  that  the  pur- 
chaser would  pay  all  the  taxes  for  1946,  Mr. 
Aldrich  allowed  him  as  a  credit  7/12  of  a  tax  based 
on  the  present  rate  and  based  on  an  assessment  of 
$2,700,000.  That  adjustment  was  made  at  that 
time  (August  1).  Mr.  Aldrich  was  asked  whether 
he  had  not  thereby  sold  any  right  that  he  had  to 
get  back  any  part  of  the  tax  allowance  for  1946; 
also,  whether  he  profited  or  the  Little  Building 
Trustees  profited  in  the  abatement  of  the  1946 
taxes.  These  questions  involving  matters  of  opin- 
ion he  did  not  care  to  answer  at  the  moment. 
However,  he  did  call  attention  to  the  fact  that 
earlier  in  the  agreement  there  was  a  specific 
provision  under  which  the  trustees  sold  the  build- 
ing and  claims  for  abatement  of  real  estate  taxes 
for  1942  to  1945,  inclusive,  adding  that  there 
was  nothing  said  about  selling  any  claim  for  abate- 
ment in  that  paragraph  for  1946. 

At  the  time  Mr.  Aldrich  supposed  that  the 
purchasers  would  file  a  petition  for  abatement 
and  the  customary  subsequent  procedure  would 
take  place.  He  never  gave  any  thought  to  the 
possibility  of  the  tax  being  reduced  before  it  had 
to  be  paid. 

Other  Negotiators  for  Purchase. 
There  were  many  other  negotiators  for  purchase. 
A  great  many  people  represented  to  Mr.  Aldrich 
that  an  abatement  could  be  obtained;    who  they 
were  he  did  not  recall. 

Appellate  Tax  Board. 
His  case  (appeals  to  the  Appellate  Tax  Board 
on  the  1942,  1943,  1944  and  1945  assessments) 
was  reached  for  purposes  of  pre-trial  on  two 
occasions;  on  one  occasion,  he  was  notified  that 
the  case  had  been  postponed;  on  the  other  occa- 
sion, he  was  not  notified  of  postponement  but 
when  he  went  to  the  Appellate  Tax  Board  to 
pre-try  the  case,  was  told  that  somebody  was  ill, 
and,  if  it  would  be  continued,  they  would  let  him 
know.  He  never  heard  anything  from  the  Appel- 
late Tax  Board  after  that.  This  took  place  long 
before  purchase  negotiations. 

Negotiations  with  the  City. 

He  had  no  direct  negotiations  with  the  city, 
but  he  was  informed  by  a  representative  of  a 
prospective  purchaser  that  "his  people  had  been 
to  City  Hall,  discussed  what  could  be  done  and 
came  back  reporting  that  nothing  could  be  done." 
Therefore,  they  were  not  interested  in  buying  it. 

There  were  attorneys  who  represented  that  an 
abatement  could  be  had.     There  was  one  specific 
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offer  in  which  a  gentleman  stated  how  much  the 
abatement  would  be,  and  how  much  it  would  cost. 
This  proposition,  however,  was  not  made  to  Mr. 
Aldrich  directly,  but  to  an  employee  who  is  now 
in  Arizona.  Mr.  Aldrich  said  he  was  not  interested 
in  a  deal  of  that  sort.  Discussing  the  matter  with 
other  lawyers,  he  said  there  was  a  division  of  opin- 
ion on  whether  such  a  thing  could  be  done.  Mr. 
Aldrich  and  his  firm  made  no  attempt  to  sit 
down  with  the  city  and  get  any  reduction. 

Mr.  Aldrich  was  never  consulted  or  informed  as 
to  any  progress  being  made  in  the  prosecution  of 
abatement  proceedings,  except  that  after  the  sale 
he  was  asked  to  have  a  withdrawal  entered  on 
behalf  of  his  firm.  Furthermore,  he  had  no 
negotiations  with  any  city  official. 

Because  matters  connected  with  this  case  are 
now  in  litigation,  the  Finance  Commission  offers 
at  this  time  the  above  information  without  further 
comment. 

Respectfully  submitted, 
Edward  F.  Mullen,  Chairman, 
Alexander  Wheeler, 
Leo  J.  Dunn, 
Frederick  Deane, 

The  Finance  Commission. 
Robert  E.  Cunniff, 

Secretary. 
Placed  on  file. 


INCREASED    STAFF   AND    BETTER    CON- 
DITIONS FOR  ELECTION  WORKERS. 

Coun.  LANE,  HANNON,  BAYLEY  and 
MADDEN  offered  the  following: 

Ordered,  That  his  Honor  the  Mayor  be  re- 
quested to  direct  the  Board  of  Election  Commis- 
sioners to  establish  a  procedure  whereby  in  all 
future  elections  involving  the  election  of  Governor 
or  President,  two  staffs  of  election  workers  be 
engaged  to  man  the  polls  in  all  precincts  where 
voting  machines  are  not  in  use;  one  staff  to  work 
during  the  time  the  polls  are  open,  and  the  other 
staff  to  work  after  the  close  of  the  polls  and  until 
all  ballots  are  counted  and  ballot  boxes  sealed  for 
delivery  to  Election  Department;  and  be  it 
further 

Ordered,  That  satisfactory  toilet  facilities  be 
provided  at  all  precincts,  and  that  the  Board  of 
Election  Commissioners  contract  with  a  com- 
petent caterer  for  meals  to  precinct  workers. 

Coun.  LANE — Mr.  President,  we  all  observed 
considerable  publicity  in  our  local  papers  within 
the  last  few  days  bringing  to  our  attention  the 
fact  that  54  election  officials  were  summoned  to 
appear  at  a  special  hearing  before  the  Board  of 
Election  Commissioners  to  show  cause  why  they 
should  not  be  discharged  from  their  duties  here- 
after as  precinct  workers  because  of  the  alleged 
fact  that  they  failed  to  perform  the  duties  for 
which  they  had  previously  taken  a  solemn  oath. 
In  Precinct  18  of  my  own  Ward  21,  six  workers, 
all  females,  worked  from  the  opening  of  the  polls 
at  eight  o'clock  on  Tuesday  morning  and,  with- 
out any  nature  or  semblance  of  relief,  continued 
to  work  until  nine  o'clock  the  following  morning. 
They  put  in  25  consecutive  hours.  They  had  no 
food  or  nourishment  until  nine  o'clock  that  night, 
when  I  sent  out  to  Cleveland  Circle  for  food  for 
them.  The  same  situation  prevailed  in  three 
other  precincts  where  I  sent  out  for  food  for  the 
workers.  We  all  know  in  recent  years,  with  the 
interest  the  people  are  taking  in  elections  and  the 
number  of  candidates  seeking  public  office,  that 
the  voting  has  been  heavier  than  ever  in  the  his- 
tory of  the  city.  I  feel  that  these  workers,  54  in 
number,  a  great  many  of  whom  were  from  my 
ward,  the  majority  of  whom  were  from  Ward  5, 
Councilor  Bayley's  ward,  were  all  unfairly  repri- 
manded and  charged  with  neglect  of  duty;  I  feel 
the  Election  Commissioners  —  only  two  of  them 
sat  at  the  hearing,  Commissioners  Prout  and  Man- 
ning —  censured  them  quite  severely.  If  they  had 
only  taken  into  account  the  laborious  work  these 
persons  had  done  over  the  long  term  of  24  or 
more  hours,  they  would  have  been  somewhat 
more  sympathetic.  But  they  concluded  the  meet- 
ing by  announcing  to  the  press  that  those  54 
workers  were  discharged  and  never  again  could  be 
employed  as  election  workers.  I  believe  that  is 
entirely  unfair.  I  hope  and  urge  and  call  upon 
his  Honor  the  Mayor  to  reconsider  the  decision 
publicly  made  by  his  Election  Commissioners. 
As  for  the  food,  I  feel  that  certainly  a  competent 
caterer  in  each  district  should   be  employed   to 


bring  in  food  to  these  workers.  They  have  no 
means  of  securing  food.  I  certainly  feel  it  would 
be  much  to  their  physical  advantage  if  it  were 
done.  Now  election  workers,  the  warden  and 
clerk,  receive  the  sum  of  $13,  whereas  the  four 
inspectors  in  each  precinct  receive  $11.  In  my 
own  home"  precinct  where  they  worked  25  solid 
hours  faithfully  and  enthusiastically,  they  were 
paid,  these  inspectors,  at  the  rate  of  44  cents  an 
hour  for  25  hours,  whereas  the  warden  and  clerk, 
based  on  a  rate  of  $13,  were  paid  at  the  rate  of  52 
cents.  I  feel  Councilor  Bayley  also  will  speak  on 
this  motion.     I  do  hope  the  order  will  pass. 

Coun.  BAYLEY — Mr.  President,  I  agree  with 
the  distinguished  councilor  from  Ward  21  (Coun- 
cilor Lane).  I  think  that  the  election  showed, 
and  the  troubles  with  the  count  that  took  place  in 
the  city  and  in  my  ward,  the  absolute  necessity 
for  having  voting  machines  all  over  Boston  by  the 
presidential  election  in  1948.  I  understand  there 
was  some  trouble  with  certain  voting  machines, 
due  perhaps  to  insufficient  voting  machines  in 
those  precincts,  or  the  extra  long  referendum. 
But  after  what  happened  in  my  ward  and  all 
over  the  city,  it  is  certainly  important  we  have 
voting  machines  put  in  as  soon  as  possible,  and 
certainly  not  later  than  two  years  hence.  I 
wish  to  say  a  word  in  defence  of  the  election 
officials.  Some  of  them,  as  Councilor  Lane 
pointed  out,  worked  24  to  30  hours.  They  were 
on  the  job  at  eight  in  the  morning  until  eight 
at  night.  After  the  polls  closed,  they  had  to 
count  the  votes.  In  my  ward  the  voting  was 
extremely  heavy.  We  led  the  city  in  supple- 
mental registration.  We  had  17,500  people  on 
the  voting  list,  85  per  cent  of  whom  voted.  In 
one  of  my  precincts  772  out  of  880  voted,  only  a 
few  failing  to  vote.  A  great  many  ballots  were 
to  be  counted.  It  is  unfair  to  expect  the  election 
officials  to  be  fully  primed  for  the  job  after  24 
hours'  ceaseless  work,  12  hours  while  the  voting 
is  going  on  and  14  or  16  hours  counting  afterwards. 
In  many  cases,  people  had  nothing  to  eat  during 
the  period  from  eight  o'clock  on.  In  my  case, 
we  did  see  they  did  have  something  substantial 
around  eleven  o'clock.  However,  in  one  or 
two  voting  places  there  were  no  toilet  facilities 
for  the  election  officials,  who  were  without  them 
for  some  12  hours.  Three  or  four  were  taken 
sick.  One  person  had  to  go  home  in  a  taxi- 
cab  before  she  could  finish  her  job.  She  was 
sick  at  that  time.  Two  years  ago  there  were 
two  additional  checkers  put  in  to  help  add  the 
count.  I  think  that  should  have  been  done 
this  year.  Two  fresh  people  whose  job  it  would 
be  to  add  and  tally  the  votes  would  be  of  great 
help.  I  hope  that  Councilor  Lane's  motion  and 
mine  pass,  so  that  we  may  have  a  new  fresh 
crew.  O'ne  group  can  work  during  the  day  from 
eight  to  eight,  and  the  others  can  add.  There 
was  some  criticism  in  the  paper  regarding  condi- 
tions in  my  ward.  I  think  the  criticisms  were 
overdrawn.  Things  went  wrong  in  two  or  three 
cases,  due  to  green  clerks  who  did  not  fully  under- 
stand their  job.  In  one  case  a  clerk  had  just 
turned  the  job  over  and  had  not  apparently  read 
the  book  of  instructions.  The  result  was  that, 
while  the  ballots  were  counted  through  by  the 
inspectors,  who  did  an  excellent  job,  and  the  infor- 
mation put  on  the  tally  sheets,  the  sheets  were 
not  added.  In  some  cases  the  clerk  did  not 
transfer  the  figures  on  the  book  given  to  the 
Election  Department.  In  two  of  the  precincts 
the  election  officials,  the  four  inspectors,  did 
everything  they  could.  They  counted  the  ballots 
and  put  it  on  the  tally  sheets.  It  became  the 
job  of  the  clerks  to  add  the  blocks  on  the  central 
tally  sheet  and  transfer  it  to  the  books.  In  some 
cases  they  did  not  add  the  tally  sheets.  The 
clerks  did  not  copy  from  the  tally  sheets  to  the 
book.  I  understand  one  clerk  thought  the  Elec- 
tion Department  was  supposed  to  do  that,  that 
if  he  sent  the  tally  sheets  with  the  books  it  would 
be  done  at  City  Hall;  not  realizing  the  tally 
sheets  would  be  locked  up  and  sealed,  he  did 
not  copy  that  into  the  books.  When  people 
are  tired  it  is  hard  to  follow  the  instructions. 
In  that  case  I  believe  the  clerk  did  what  she 
thought  was  right.  She  thought  it  would  be 
taken  care  of  here.  Everyone  was  on  the  job 
until  the  police  left  with  the  ballot  boxes  for 
City  Hall.  The  four  inspectors  did  their  job 
thoroughly.  They  had  done  all  they  were  sup- 
posed to  do.  They  were  through  when  they  put 
their  tallies  down  officially.  It  became  a  job 
for  the  clerk  to  add  them  and  put  them  in  the 
book.     After  30  hours,   the  last  14  hours  with- 
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out  food  and  occasionally  without  toilet  facili- 
ties, it  becomes  quite  difficult  to  add  figures, 
700  or  800.  I  would  not  like  to  do  that,  go  30 
hours  without  sleep  and  add  figures.  It  is  too 
bad  they  could  not  have  adding  machines  to  tabu- 
late. I  do  not  think  all  of  these  officials  should 
be  fired.  In  one  case,  one  of  my  constituents, 
for  whom  I  have  the  greatest  respect,  stayed  on 
the  job  until  ten  o'clock  in  the  morning.  She 
was  put  out  when  the  organ  rehearsal  started. 
The  officials  left  when  they  thought  their  job  was 
done,  and  all  that  remained  was  to  put  down  the 
figures,  to  tabulate  and  add  them.  At  that  time 
they  were  so  tired  the  first  two  people  supposed 
to  add  could  not  add,  after  being  on  the  job  26 
hours.  I  think  the  election  officials  should  be 
instructed  more  than  they  have  been.  In  some 
cases  they  are  supposed  to  go  to  an  instruction 
school.  It  sometimes  happens  they  are  not  able 
to  get  the  instructions.  They  get  a  gray  book 
which  instructs  them  on  what  to  do.  It  does  not 
contain  all  the  information  they  need.  It  is 
hard  to  follow  it  when  you  are  tired.  So,  Mr. 
President,  I  hope  the  Mayor  will  reconsider  the 
firing  of  these  officials.  In  one  other  case  in  my 
ward  a  woman  stayed  on  the  job  until  half-past 
ten  the  next  morning.  In  every  case  the  ballots 
were  brought  down  here  in  the  custody  of  the 
policemen.  In  every  case  I  found  the  officials 
thought  they  had  done  their  job.  If  they  had 
not,  it  was  because  they  were  tired  and  did  not 
lack  capacity  to  follow  the  instructions  in  the 
book.  I  think  we  need  voting  machines  two 
years  hence  to  make  sure  it  does  not  happen 
again  or,  in  the  alternative,  we  may  have  counters 
to  go  in  at  eight  o'clock  and  do  counting  and 
difficult  tabulation  of  the  votes.  I  hope  the 
Council  will  pass  the  order  under  suspension  of 
the  rule. 

Coun.  SCANNELL— Mr.  President,  I  want  to 
concur  in  my  remarks  with  the  ideas  expressed  by 
the  gentleman  from  Ward  21  (Councilor  Lane)  and 
Ward  5  (Councilor  Bayley)  in  regard  to  the  firing 
of' some  of  the  election  workers.  If  you  are  going 
to  do  any  firing,  start  in  the  Election  Department 
itself.  They  have  a  nitwit  who  is  an  Election 
Commissioner.  He  does  nothing  but  say,  "Fire 
this  one  and  fire  that  one."  I  am  mentioning  the 
new  man.  I  do  not  know  what  he  is  over  there. 
There  is  a  man  by  the  name  of  Commissioner 
Manning.  Recently  this  man  was  supposed  to  be 
the  head  of  the  Registry  of  Births  and  Deaths. 
Immediately  when  he  was  appointed  temporary 
Election  Commissioner,  he  moved  his  carcass  down 
there  and  ran  the  Registry  of  Marriages,  Births  and 
Deaths  from  the  Election  Department.  He  is  also 
trying  to  run  the  Election  Department.  I  dare 
say  if  you  ask  the  man  about  the  election  laws  in 
the  city  he  does  not  know  anything  about  them. 
We  want  men  who  are  responsible  in  a  department, 
to  be  responsible  for  each  one  of  those  election 
officials.  I  do  not  blame  those  people  who  walked 
out  of  the  election  polling  booths.  They  were  told 
to  come  in  and  count  their  ballots  and  keep  their 
job,  or  they  would  be  fired.  After  these  good 
people  came  in  and  counted  them  and  completed 
their  job,  they  were  told  they  were  fired.  In  my 
opinion,  such  a  person  is  a  nitwit  and  should  not 
be  the  head  of  a  department  or  a  commissioner 
in  any  department.  It  is  about  time  we  woke  up 
and  got  an  Election  Department  that  will  run 
smoothly.  If  it  does  not,  let  us  find  out  aboutit. 
Let  us  have  a  hearing  and  call  in  the  election 
officials  who  were  supposed  to  be  fired.  Let  us 
bring  them  in  and  see  what  we  can  do  about  the 
nitwit  who  is  supposed  to  be  an  Election  Commis- 
sioner in  this  city.  It  is  about  time  the  members' 
of  this  Body  got  onto  themselves  and  found  out 
what  is  running  things,  and  who  is  running  them 
in  these  departments  in  this  city.  I  think,  for 
instance,  the  Election  Department  is  not  being 
run  the  way  it  should  be.  Let  us  put  in  there  men 
who  are  competent  to  run  the  department.  Then 
we  will  not  get  subordinates  working  in  these  de- 
partments making  these  mistakes. 

Coun.  MADDEN — Mr.  President,  I  wish  to 
concur  with  the  distinguished  gentlemen  from 
Wards  21,  5  and  6.  I  cannot  bring  myself  to  con- 
cur in  the  opinion  that  the  trouble  last  Tuesday 
and  Wednesday  was  the  fault  of  the  election 
workers.  It  seems  to  me  it  is  about  time  that 
the  Election  Department  or  perhaps  we  ourselves 
should  be  a  little  more  humane  in  such  places.  I 
would  like  to  amend  this  order  to  have  it  go  into 
effect  not  two  years  hence,  but  next  year.  We 
have  an  election  next  year.  We  probably  will  have 
a  great  many  people  running  for  the  School  Com- 


mittee and  for  other  offices.  In  years  gone  by, 
as  in  this  year,  the  precinct  workers  stayed  around 
until  the  early  hours  of  the  morning.  There  is  no 
excuse  in  my  opinion  for  the  Election  Department 
holding  elections  in  any  building  where  there  are 
not  proper  toilet  facilities.  Nor  is  there  any  excuse, 
in  my  opinion,  for  a  city  which  can  give  millions  of 
dollars  to  contractors  to  go  through  the  motions  of 
picking  up  ashes  but  cannot  give  a  cup  of  coffee 
or  a  sandwich  to  the  people  who  toil  honestly  all 
day  long.  I  heartily  concur  with  Jim  Bayley  on 
the  suggestion  it  is  high  time  each  precinct  had 
voting  machines.  Whether  we  have  voting  ma- 
chines or  not,  I  think  every  single  precinct  should 
have  toilet  facilities.  The  Election  Commissioners 
should  certainly  see  to  it  that  those  who  work  in 
precincts  have  something  to  eat.  I  think  it  is 
entirely  unfair  to  ask  people  to  man  the  precinct 
from  eight  o'clock  in  the  morning  until  eight 
o'clock  the  next  morning.  Certainly  there  are 
enough  public-spirited  people  in  the  city  who  would 
be  glad  to  go  to  work  at  the  polls.  I  think  it  would 
give  us  probably  a  more  accurate  and  faster  tally 
if  we  had  fresh  precinct  workers  going  on  the 
moment  the  polls  closed.  Perhaps  we  could  re- 
cruit some  employees  from  the  Election  Depart- 
ment. 

Coun.  RUSSO — Mr.  President,  talking  on  the 
order,  I  wish  to  bring  to  the  attention  of  the 
Election  Commissioners  in  so  far  as  the  new  voting 
machines  are  concerned,  it  is  fair  to  say  that  the 
machines  have  worked  very  well  in  the  majority 
of  cases.  However,  they  are  not  so  good  in  other 
cases.  I  feel  that  the  trouble  has  been  they  have 
placed  insufficient  machines  in  voting  places. 
I  hope  it  is  realized,  especially  in  my  district, 
the  voters  are  all  working  people.  They  do  not 
come  to  vote  until  after  half-past  five  or  six 
o'clock.  Between  six  and  eight  o'clock,  you  will 
find  a  line  of  200  or  more  people  waiting.  I 
found  that  was  because  of  the  fact  they  did  not 
have  sufficient  voting  machines  in  those  precincts. 
Also,  another  trouble  we  have  had  on  this  election 
is  that  we  had  more  referenda  on  the  ballot  than 
we  have  ever  had  before.  One  was  lengthy. 
I  dare  say  99  per  cent  of  the  people  of  the  City 
of  Boston  did  not  read  that  referendum.  It  took 
quite  some  time  for  anyone  to  read  it  and  digest 
it,  and  vote  intelligently.  I  therefore  hope 
Mr.  President,  that  the  Legislature  may  see  fit 
in  future  referenda  to  try  to  condense  them  to  a 
few  words,  in  order  to  make  it  understandable  to 
every  voter  of  our  city.  There  should  not  have 
to  be  so  much  time  taken  to  read  a  referendum 
and  then  cast  a  vote  one  way  or  the  other.  I  can 
sympathize  with  the  workers  at  the  polls.  Cer- 
tainly, I  know  in  my  district  there  have  been 
times  when  they  have  worked  until  five  or  six 
o'clock  in  the  morning.  It  is  very  hard  for  any 
department  to  expect  an  individual,  regardless 
of  how  faithful  he  or  she  may  be,  to  work  all  those 
hours  without  due  compensation.  I  do  not  feel 
they  are  being  paid  sufficiently  for  the  amount 
of  time  they  put  in.  However,  in  the  case  of 
machines  I  believe  it  is  fair  to  say  that  within 
half  an  hour  to  three-quarters  of  an  hour  after  the 
election  booths  have  been  closed  the  tally  can  be 
taken.  I  am  in  accord  with  the  other  councilors 
who  want  to  see  if  they  can  have  the  decision 
rescinded  and  give  some  credit  to  these  poll 
workers  who  have  put  in  so  many  hours.  I 
realize  also  there  should  be  proper  facilities  for 
the  workers  so  that  they  may  not  be  compelled 
to  leave  the  place  where  they  are  working.  I 
therefore  hope  the  order  will  pass. 

Coun.  SCANNELL— Mr.  President,  I  would 
like  to  have  that  order  referred  to  a  committee. 
I  would  like  to  have  Councilor  Lane's  order 
referred  to  a  committee  so  that  there  can  be  a 
hearing  in  the  near  future.  We  can  call  in  these 
election  officials  who  were  discharged  and  find  out 
just  what  was  wrong  in  the  counting  of  the  ballots. 

President  KELLY — Do  you  make  that  motion? 

Coun.  SCANNELL — I  make  the  motion. 

President  KELLY— What  committee? 

Coun.  SCANNELL— The  Committee  on  Public 
Safety. 

Coun.  MADDEN — Mr.  President,  talking  on 
the  motion,  I  think  I  made  a  motion  prior  to  that 
to  amend  the  order  to  see  that  Election  Commis- 
sioners be  instructed  to  make  sure  there  are 
proper  toilet  facilities  in  each  precinct,  and, 
secondly,  that  they  take  some  steps  to  have  a 
caterer  take  care  of  the  precinct  workers  in  those 
precincts  where  we  have  no  machines.  We 
should  have  two  shifts  of  workers,  the  second 
shift  of  workers  to  go  on  at  eight  o'clock. 
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President  KELLY-  -Would  you  make  that  a 
separate,  special  motion? 

Coun.  MADDEN— Yes,  sir. 

President  KELLY — Everything  is  taken  care 
of  in  this  order  but  the  toilet  facilities.  We  can 
add  that  to  the  order. 

Coun.  MADDEN— I  would  like  to  do  that. 

President  KELLY — Sanitary  facilities. 

Coun.  LANE — Mr.  President,  talking  on  the 
motion,  before  concluding  debate  on  this  order 
which  apparently  has  been  well  received  by  all 
the  councilors,  through  you,  Mr.  President,  I 
wish  to  extend  to  each  councilor  the  privilege 
and  the  right  of  joining  in  the  collaboration  with 
me  on  this  order  so  that  they  can  all  be  on  record. 

Coun.  BRYAN — Mr.  President,  I  want  to 
join  with  the  other  councilors  in  this  fine  order. 
In  my  ward  we  have  four  precincts  that  have 
no  water  facilities,  no  toilet  facilities,  or  any 
facilities  at  all.  They  are  portables.  The  people 
who  work  late  at  night  have  no  facilities.  I 
had  occasion  to  be  around  the  polls  all  day  and 
night  until  eight  o'clock  in  the  morning.  I  want 
to  say  here  if  I  were  a  candidate  for  office,  and 
on  the  losing  end,  I  certainly  would  have  asked 
for  a  recount.  Those  people  who  were  there 
did  a  fine  job.  Many  were  new.  Many  were 
tired.  Some  of  them  were  half  asleep.  It  is  a 
shame  these  people  have  to  work  for  such  a  small 
amount  of  money  for  24  or  26  hours,  without 
any  facilities,  and  without  anything  to  eat.  I 
think  they  have  done  a  fine  job  under  the  cir- 
cumstances. But  I  think  this  fine  order  should 
go  through  with  the  amendment  of  the  councilor 
and  be  put  into  effect  for  next  year. 

The  order  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
Public  Safety. 


LOAN  OF  $10,000,000  FOR   VETERANS' 
HOUSING. 

Coun.  LINEHAN — I  move,  Mr.  President, 
that  No.  1  be  taken  from  the  table.  After  we 
have  a  vote  on  it,  Mr.  President,  may  I  have  these 
two  orders  pertaining  to  the  same  subject  matter 
on  housing  considered? 

President  KELLY — Do  you  want  to  present 
the  two  orders  first? 

Coun.  LINEHAN— All  right,  Mr.  President. 


VETERANS'   HOUSING. 

Coun.  LINEHAN  offered  the  following: 
Ordered,  That  the  Corporation  Counsel  be  re- 
quested, through  his  Honor  the  Mayor,  to  draw 
up  legislation  to  amend  chapter  372  of  the  Acts  of 
1946  in  the  coming  1947  session  of  the  General 
Court  so  that  it  will  provide  for  the  following 
amendments : 

Amend  section  6  of  chapter  372  of  the  Acts  of 
1946  so  that:  (1)  Veterans  and  their  families  shall 
be  given  preference  as  purchasers  of  homes  con- 
structed by  the  City  of  Boston  under  said  chapter 
372  whenever  said  homes  are  to  be  sold  by  the 
City  of  Boston;  (2)  Cities  and  towns  may  sell  the 
houses  constructed  under  chapter  372,  before  the 
expiration  of  the  housing  emergency  as  described 
in  said  chapter  372  of  the  Acts  of  1946,  after  they 
are  constructed  to  veterans  and  their  families, 
and  the  proceeds  of  said  sales  may  be  used  for  the 
construction  of  more  houses  or  homes  under  chapter 
372  during  the  period  of  the  housing  emergency  as 
defined  under  chapter  372  of  the  Acts  of  1946. 
Coun.  LINEHAN  also  offered  the  following: 
Whereas,  It  is  anticipated  that  his  Honor  the 
Mayor  shall  approve  the  City  Council  loan  order 
for  ten  million  dollars  for  the  construction  of  one- 
and  two-family  homes  under  chapter  372  of  the 
Acts  of  1946;  therefore,  it  is 

Ordered,  That  his  Honor  the  Mayor  request 
the  Boston  Housing  Authority  to  consider  the 
following  recommendations  in  regard  to  the  build- 
ing of  one-  and  two- family  homes  under  said  loan 
orders: 

1.  Have  a  large  enough  lot  assigned  for  the 
construction  of  each  house  so  that  there  will  be 
enough  land  for  the  construction  of  a  garage  and 
also  sufficient  land  for  a  yard  which  shall  be  used 
as  a  play  area  for  the  children  in  each  house. 

2.  Cellars  should  be  provided  for  every  house. 

3.  In  large  developments,  plans  should  be  made 
for  the  laying  out  of  a  playground  large  enough  to 
provide  proper  community  recreational  facilities 
for  the  children. 


4.  There  should  be  as  many  rea3onably-sized 
sites  as  possible  selected  throughout  the  different 
sections  of  Boston  so  that  the  whole  city  may 
benefit  from  the  construction  of  said  one-  and  two- 
family  houses  instead  of  only  one  or  two  large  sites. 

5.  There  should  be  more  two-family  nouses 
constructed  than  one-family  houses  in  order  that 
more  veterans  and  their  families  may  be  provided 
for,  and  also  make  it  possible  for  a  veteran  pur- 
chaser of  a  home  to  receive  some  assistance  in  the 
financing  of  the  payment  of  the  house  from  the 
rents  received  from  the  second  apartment. 

6.  Request  reputable  contractors  to  furnish  an 
estimate  of  costs  and  perhaps  construct  on  future 
sites  samples  of  homes,  preferably  five-  to  six-room 
apartments  of  the  one-  and  two-family  types.  It 
is  suggested  that  open  competitive  bidding  be  held 
on  all  construction  jobs. 

7.  A  survey  of  all  veteran  applicants  for  housing 
with  the  Boston  Housing  Authority  should  be 
made  to  ascertain  the  number  that  might  purchase 
said  one- or  two-family  houses;  those  that  will  rent; 
type  of  home  preferred,  as  to  number  of  rooms, 
one- or  two-family  types;  location  preferred,  and 
any  other  pertinent  information  desired  before 
the  actual  construction  of  houses. 

8.  Wherever  possible,  construct  the  houses  on 
land  now  owned  by  the  City  of  Boston,  so  that 
there  will  be  no  high  cost  land  to  be  considered  in 
the  final  costs  of  the  houses. 

9.  Have  early  meetings  of  architects,  con- 
tractors, real  estate  experts,  members  of  the  Plan- 
ning Board,  representatives  of  labor,  veterans' 
organizations  and  any  City  of  Boston  engineering 
experts  to  discuss  ways  and  means  to  construct 
the  houses  as  quickly  as  possible  at  the  most  eco- 
nomical costs. 

The  orders  were  severally  passed  under  suspen- 
sion of  the  rule. 


LOAN  OF  $10,000,000  FOR  VETERANS' 
HOUSING. 

No.  1  on  the  calendar  was  as  follows: 

1.  Order  for  loan  of  $10,000,000  for  housing  for 
veterans. 

On  October  28,  1946,  the  said  order  was  read 
once  and  passed  —  yeas  twenty-one,  nays  none. 

The  question  came  on  giving  the  order  its  second 
reading  and  passage.  The  order  was  given  its 
second  reading  and  passage,  yeas  21,  nays  0: 

Yeas — Councilors  Bayley,  Bryan,  Cantwell, 
Carey,  Chase,  Coffey,  Cook,  Fish,  flannon,  Hurley, 
Keenan,  Kelly,  Kinsella,  Lane,  Linehan,  Madden, 
Moriarty,  Muchnick,  Russo,  Scannell,  Sullivan 
—21. 

Nays — 0. 


CONSULTATION  WITH  FINANCE  COMMIS- 
SION RE  LARGE  TAX  ABATEMENTS. 

Coun.  CHASE  and  BAYLEY  offered  the  fol- 
lowing: 

Ordered,  That  the  Boston  Board  of  Assessors  be 
requested,  through  his  Honor  the  Mayor,  to  con- 
sult with  the  Boston  Finance  Commission  before 
giving  anv  future  large  tax  abatements. 

Coun.  CHASE— Mr.  President,  I  think  it  has 
been  pretty  well  publicized,  not  so  long  ago,  the 
city  assessors  gave  $1,000,000  abatement  in  taxes 
that  for  some  unknown  reason  the  city  assessors 
saw  fit  to  give  preference  to  the  owners  of  the 
Little  Building  as  against  all  other  large  taxpayers 
in  the  City  of  Boston.  To  my  mind,  Mr. 
President 

Coun.  COOK— Mr.  President. 

Coun.  CHASE — This  whole  matter  stinks. 

Coun.  COOK — Mr.  President,  a  point  of  order. 
It  seems  to  me  that  the  City  Council  has  no  juris- 
diction or  power  to  pass  such  an  order. 

President  KELLY— The  Chair  will  rule  the 
order  is  in  order.  It  is  merely  a  request  asking 
the  Board  of  Assessors  to  consult  with  the  Boston 
Finance  Commission. 

Coun.  COOK — Mr.  President,  if  I  may  ask  a 
point  of  order,  it  seems  to  me  the  Finance  Com- 
mission has  to  accept  such  an  order,  also. 

President  KELLY — The  order  is  in  order.  It 
is  just  a  request  that  the  Board  of  Assessors  do 
something.  They  do  not  have  to  do  it.  It  is  a 
request  that  they  consult  with  the  Boston  Finance 
Commission. 

Coun.  COOK — Doesn't  our  charter  prevent  us 
from  interfering  with  contracts  and  different 
administrative  functions  of  the  department  heads? 
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President  KELLY — It  is  just  as  much  in  order 
as  the  election  order  we  just  passed,  which  was 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  Public  Safety. 

Coun.  COOK— Mr.  President,  I  would  like  to 
read  from  the  city  charter,  under  the  Finance 
Commission,  section  18. 

"It  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  Finance  Commis- 
sion, from  time  to  time,  to  investigate  any  and  all 
matters  relating  to  appropriations,  loans,  expendi- 
tures, accounts,  and  methods  of  administration 
affecting  the  City  of  Boston  or  the  County  of 
Suffolk  or  any  department  thereof.     .     .     ." 

It  seems  to  me  that  does  not  include  abate- 
ments. It  happens  to  be  a  quasi-judicial  function 
taken  up  by  the  Tax  Appellate  Board  and  the 
Supreme  Court. 

President  KELLY — Well,  this  is  merely  an 
order  requesting  the  Board  of  Assessors  to  do 
something.  If  they  feel  it  is  beyond  their  juris- 
diction, they  do  not  have  to  do  it.  It  is  just  a 
request. 

Coun.  COOK — Well,  certainly  such  requests 
should  be  out  of  order  if  they  are  ridiculous. 

Coun.  CHASE — Mr.  President,  it  would  seem 
to  me  that  in  view  of  the  fact  his  Honor  the 
Mayor  saw  fit,  in  the  beginning  of  the  year,  to 
increase  the  assessed  valuation  on  all  downtown 
properties  by  millions  of  dollars,  and  gave  as  his 
reason  that  heretofore  the  very  same  properties 
were  underassessed,  that  when  subsequently  a 
month  or  two  _  later  he  grants  a  million-dollar 
abatement,  giving  preference  to  the  proprietors 
of  the  Little  Building,  then  most  certainly  some- 
thing is  wrong.  I  say  to  you,  Mr.  President,  in 
my  opinion,  it  is  a  rotten  mess.  Furthermore,  I 
say  possibly  it  is  only  the  beginning  of  a  bigger 
tax  abatement  racket  in  this  city.  I  wonder  what 
lawyers  in  this  city  propose  to  get  wealthy  at  the 
cost  of  the  taxpayers  in  securing  large  tax  abate- 
ments. I  wonder  if  his  Honor  the  Mayor  and  the 
Board  of  Assessors  are  granting  these  tax  abate- 
ments because  they  honestly  feel  that  these 
properties  are  overassessed,  or  if  there  are  other 
things  involved  that  cause  their  opinions  to  be 
such  as  they  are.  Mr.  President,  not  so  long  ago 
his  Honor  the  Mayor  was  pressed  by  members  of 
the  Boston  newspapers  asking  him  for  the  reasons 
why  this  tax  abatement  was  given.  I  read  from 
the  Boston  Herald  of  last  September. 

"Mayor  Curley  yesterday  explained  that  the 
$1,000,000  reduction  in  the  $3,000,000  assessment 
of  the  Little  Building  saved  the  city  money  and 
in  reality  was  not  'a  straight  reduction  of  $1,000,- 
000,  but  a  reduction  of  $200,000  for  each  of  five 
years  from  1941  to  1945,' 

"The  Mayor  said  that  an  appeal  for  reduction 
in  the  assessment  of  the  Little  Building  for  each 
of  five  years,  from  1941  to  1945,  was  before  the 
State  Appellate  Board.  'We  took  $200,000,  off 
the  assessed  valuation  for  each  of  the  five  years  on 
condition  that  the  owners  withdraw  their  appeal 
and  pay  all  outstanding  taxes.  There  was  a 
possibility  that  the  State  Board  might  award  the 
owners  a  $400,000  reduction  in  assessments  and 
the  city  suffer  a  decided  loss  in  taxes. ' " 

Inasmuch  as  his  Honor  the  Mayor  gave  to  the 
members  of  the  Boston  press  the  explanation  that 
the  Board  of  Assessors  gave  a  $1,000,000  abate- 
ment at  the  rate  of  $200,000  for  each  year,  his 
Honor  the  Mayor,  the  chief  executive  of  the  city, 
is  supposed  to  know  what  is  going  on.  Either  he 
does  not  know  what  is  going  on  or  he  is  deliberately 
misinforming  the  press.  This  Boston  Finance 
Commission  after  due  inquiry  on  this  matter  has 
found  there  has  been  an  abatement  of  $2,300,000 
running  back  from  1946  to  1942.  In  1942,  there 
was  an  abatement  of  $200,000.  In  1943,  an 
abatement  of  $200,000.  In  1944,  an  abatement 
of  $200,000.  In  1945,  an  abatement  of  $700,000, 
and  for  the  year  1946,  there  was  an  abatement  of 
$1,000,000,  a  grand  total  of  $2,300,000.  Yet  his 
Honor  the  Mayor  tried  to  misinform  the  public, 
that  the  entire  amount  was  only  $1,000,000. 
Now,  Mr.  President,  it  would  seem  to  me  after 
such  an  explanation,  in  view  of  the  tremendous 
increases  in  the  assessed  valuations  of  the  large 
business  blocks  downtown,  that  his  Honor  the 
Mayor  and  the  Boston  Board  of  Assessors  need 
the  help  and  guidance  of  the  Boston  Finance 
Commission.  I  say  this,  having  in  mind  that  his 
Honor  the  Mayor  has  seen  fit  to  give  this  tremen- 
dous abatement.  He  has  seen  fit  to  give  an 
abatement  of  $100,000  on  a  parcel  of  property 
down  there  on  Gainsborough  street.  Nobody 
knows  how  many  more  abatements  have  been 
given  which  have  not  been  called  to  our  attention. 
Has  his  Honor  the  Mayor  caused  the  increase  of 


millions  of  dollars  in  downtown  Boston  assessments 
this   year   with  a   view   of  allowing  some   of   the 
attorneys   in   Boston    who   are   friendly   with   his 
administration   the   right  of  acting  as  counsel  in 
securing  abatements?     Are  we  going  to  be  faced 
in  the  year  1946  with  one  of  the  biggest  tax  abate- 
ment rackets  ever  held  in  Boston?     Is  that  why 
you  have  millions  of  dollars  of  assessed  valuations 
this  year  over  last  year?     Mr.   President,   some- 
thing should  be  done  on  this  matter.     I  do  not 
think  the  Boston  Board  of  Assessors  in  view  of 
this  report  are  competent.     I  do  not  think  that 
Mr.  Allen,  the  chairman  of  the  Board,  has  enough 
experience  in  real  estate  to  know  what  it  is  all 
about.     I  do  not  think  the  gentleman  is  qualified, 
sir,   to  act  as  chairman  of  the  Boston  Board  of 
Assessors.     I  think  he  and  the  other  members  of 
the    board    need   the    help    and    guidance    of    the 
Boston  Finance  Commission.     I  think  the  members 
of  the  public,  the  taxpayers,  are  entitled  to  have 
men  who  understand  real  estate  and  men  who  will 
not  bend  their  knee  to  someone    because    he    is 
friendly  with  the  chief  executive.     I  think,  sir,  of 
all  the  avenues  for  graft  and  corruption  which  are 
possible  in  this  municipality,  the  Boston  Board  of 
Assessors,    with   the   aid    and    connivance    of   his 
Honor  the  Mayor,  is  the  one  that  is  most  open, 
and  that  millions  of  dollars  are  made  in  the  course 
of   the   year   through   this   avenue.     I   think   the 
time  has  come  when  favorite  lawyers  should  be 
cut  down.     The  time  has  come  when  the  taxpayers 
in  general  should  be  protected.     Every  time  we 
have  a  large  abatement  the  other  taxpayers  are 
called  on  indirectly  to  make  up  for  that  abatement. 
There  is  no  rhyme  or  reason  why  abatements  such 
as  your   Little   Building  abatement  should   have 
been  given.     Because  of  that  tremendous  abate- 
ment, sir,  I  sincerely  hope  that  this  order  will  pass. 
I  have  grave  doubts  if  his  Honor  the  Mayor  will 
go  so  far  as  to  request  the  Board  of  Assessors  to 
consult  with  the  Finance  Commission.     But  it  is 
something  that  should  be  done  because  the  Board 
of  Assessors  are  incompetent. 
Coun.  COOK— Mr.  President. 
President  KELLY — Talking  on  the  order. 
Coun.  COOK — Well,  it  is  embarrassing  as  an 
attorney  to  answer  charges  that  certain  attorneys 
are    being    racketeers.     I    am    amazed    that    an 
attorney  should   bring  up   this  subject.     Certain 
lawyers  do  certain  law  work,  and  do  it  better  than 
others,   and   get  more   of   that   kind   of   business. 
The  order  itself  to  me  is  ridiculous  because  if  we 
want  to  get  someone  in  to   consult   about   abate- 
ments, we  should  refer  ourselves  to  the  Supreme 
Judicial    Court.     They    are    the    last    word.     No 
matter  what  the  Finance  Commission  said,   they 
could  be  overruled  by  the  Tax  Appellate  Board 
and  in  turn  by  the  Supreme  Court.     It  is  amazing 
to  me  that  one  abatement  out  of  many  abatements 
that  have  gone  through  in  the  many  years  past 
should  be  brought  up  at  this  time.     I  do  not  see 
why  we  should  perennially  and  weekly  get  requests 
to  turn  over  the  business  of  the  city  to  the  Boston 
Finance  Commission.     I  am  trying  to  point  out 
to  you,  Mr.  President,  that  under  our  charter  we 
should  not  even  have  this  order  here.     In  looking 
through  the    charter  I    came    across    section    8. 
It  says: 

"Neither  the  City  Council  nor  any  member  or 
committee,  officer  or  employee  thereof,  shall, 
except  as  otherwise  provided  in  this  act,  directly 
or  indirectly  on  behalf  of  the  city  or  of  the  county 
of  Suffolk  take  part  in  the  employment  of  labor, 

the  making  of  contracts" 

I  am  skipping  the  irrelevant  sections, 

"nor   take   part   in   the   conduct   of   the 

executive   or  administrative   business   of   the   city 
or  county." 

The  councilor  who  has  just  spoken  is  a  member 
of  the  Legislature.  If  he  feels  the  Council  should 
act  as  the  guardian  of  all  things  pertaining  to  city 
business,  he  knows  the  way  to  do  it  is  by  an  act 
of  the  Legislature  changing  the  charter,  giving  us 
that  power.  We  would  be  with  him  on  that.  At 
this  time  and  every  week  to  bring  up  the  same 
subject,  usually  with  a  resolution  or  recommenda- 
tion, to  throw  ourselves  at  the  mercy  and  the 
wisdom  of  the  Boston  Finance  Commission  is 
getting  sickening  to  me,  to  say  the  least.  Lawyers 
handle  abatements.  It  happens  to  be  a  legal 
business.  Certain  lawyers  are  better  than  others. 
That  does  not  mean  they  are  racketeers.  It  is 
done  in  the  tax  business.  It  is  done  in  abatements. 
It  seems  to  me  that  if  the  city  felt  an  abatement 
was  rot  properly  and  reasonably  made,  it  would 
not  be  long  before  they  would  hear  from  either 
the  court  or  the  Appellate  Board.     To  have  us  go 
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on  record  whining  and  crawling  at  the  doors  of  the 
Boston  Finance  Commission  again  and  again  is 
to  say  to  all  of  us  we  may  as  well  turn  our  admin- 
istration and  conduct  of  business  over  to  the 
Finance  Commission.  I  do  not  think  we  have  to. 
I  think  that  the  councilor  can  use  his  wisdom  and 
his  oratory  to  better  advantage  in  the  Legislature 
and  give  us  an  act  which  will  be  a  benefit  to  all  of 
us.  The  Legislature  now  seems  to  be  stacked 
the  way  he  wants.  They  ought  to  be  able  to 
put  it  through. 

Coun.  MUCHNICK— Mr.  President,  I  think 
something  ought  to  be  straightened  out  at  the 
outset.  In  the  first  place,  it  is  pretty  well  known 
around  the  town  that  the  Mayor  and  I  are  not  the 
best  of  friends.  I  have  no  particular  desire  to 
defend  him  or  his  administration.  I  do  not  happen 
to  know  Mr.  Allen  particularly  well.  Some  of  the 
members  of  the  Board  of  Assessors  I  do  not  believe 
I  have  ever  seen.  This  is  not  an  attempt  to  defend 
them.  It  is  an  attempt  to  clear  up  the  issues  and 
withdraw  as  many  red  herrings  as  there  may  be 
around.  I  think  we  can  all  agree  on  many  facts 
when  we  start  out.  We  can  agree  that  tax  abate- 
ments as  such  are  not  necessarily  bad  nor  are  they 
scandalous  or  racketeering.  Some  abatements 
may  be,  but  merely  because  some  may  be  in  this 
city  or  any  other  city  does  not  mean  that  tax 
abatements  in  and  of  themselves  are  bad  as  a 
class.  I  think  we  can  also  agree  that  where  value 
is  a  matter  of  opinion,  nothing  more  than  a  guess 
based  on  some  fact,  the  field  men  who  do  the 
accounting  and  make  the  actual  assessing  cannot 
always  be  right.  Their  opinion  may  be  high  or 
low,  as  the  case  may  be.  Because  of  that,  I  think 
we  can  recognize  a  third  fact,  that  tax  abatement 
applications  were  provided  for  just  that  purpose. 
The  law  provides  for  such  errors  because  those 
errors  could  occur.  Those  errors  were  to  be  taken 
care  of  either  by  way  of  settlement  or  by  way  of 
appeal  to  the  Appellate  Tax  Board.  There  is 
absolutely  nothing  unusual  about  this  particular 
case.  Appeals  were  taken  from  1942  on.  They 
were  filed  with  the  Appellate  Tax  Board.  The 
Appellate  Tax  Board  has  been  running  three  and 
four  years  behind  in  its  cases.  This  one  becomes 
of  interest  at  this  moment  because  it  was  reached 
just  about  this  time  for  trial  before  the  Appellate 
Tax  Board.  It  is  good  law,  it  is  good  business, 
and  it  is  good  common  sense  to  compromise  a  case 
before  trial  if  you  can  reach  a  just  or  favorable 
compromise.  That  was  what  was  done  in  this 
instance.  Much  ado  has  been  made  about  the 
fact  it  was  the  new  owners  who  received  this  com- 
promise. But  one  fact  which  stands  out,  at  least 
to  me,  and  about  which  nothing  has  been  said, 
either  by  the  Finance  Commission  or  by  anybody 
else,  is  the  fact  that  it  was  the  previous  owners 
who  filed  for  1942,  1943,  1944  and  1945.  It  was  the 
previous  owners  who  pressed  their  claim  that  the 
valuation  of  $2,000,000  for  those  years  was  exces- 
sive. If  I  may  become  a  little  bit  personal  for  the 
moment,  Bailey  Aldrich  who  was  one  of  the  trus- 
tees and  counsel  for  the  previous  owners,  happens 
to  be  a  friend  and  classmate  of  mine  at  college  and 
at  law  school.  I  know  him  pretty  well.  He  is  one 
of  the  most  honorable  men  in  this  city.  If  it  were 
not  his  honest  opinion  that  the  property  was  over- 
valued, Bailey  Aldrich  would  never  file  an  applica- 
tion for  abatement.  He  never  would  have  filed 
an  application  for  abatement  if  in  his  opinion  it 
was  a  matter  of  1  per  cent,  2  per  cent  or  3  per  cent. 
The  amount  of  the  abatement  here  is  roughly  10 
per  cent  for  those  years.  If  Bailey  Aldrich  was 
willing  to  make  application  and  press  his  appeal 
before  the  Appellate  Tax  Board  for  those  particular 
years,  then  I,  for  one,  am  convinced  that  a  10  per 
cent  reduction  is  fair.  As  for  taking  this  or  any 
other  matter  over  to  the  Boston  Finance  Commis- 
sion, I  agree  wholeheartedly  with  the  councilor 
from  Ward  12  (Councilor  Cook),  we  might  just  as 
well  abdicate  and  turn  our  powers  over  to  them. 
In  this  particular  connection  it  might  be  noted 
that  all  that  the  Finance  Commission  is  doing  here 
is  merely  reporting  what  it  has  found.  The 
Finance  Commission  has  no  comments  to  make 
here  concerning  rackets  or  anything  else.  They 
make  no  comment  one  way  or  the  other.  It  seems 
to  me  that  in  all  the  facts  that  have  been  turned 
over  to  us,  at  least  to  date  on  this  particular 
transaction,  we  should  talk  a  little  bit  less  about 
rackets. 

Coun.  BAYLEY— Mr.  President,  I  would  like 
the  opportunity  to  answer  the  distinguished 
councilor. 

Coun.  MUCHNICK — I  would  like  the  oppor- 
tunity of  being  answered. 


Coun.  BAYLEY — It  has  been  said  we  should 
not  go  to  the  Finance  Commission  to  find  out  the 
true  facts  connected  with  the  abatement.  Must 
I  remind  the  members  of  the  Council  that  we 
offered  an  order  asking  for  the  full  Board  of 
Assessors  to  appear  before  us?  That  order  was 
passed  in  late  September  asking  for  the  Board  of 
Assessors  to  appear  before  the  Council  and  explain 
why  the  abatement  was  given.  It  was  passed 
unanimously  by  the  Council.  The  Boston  Herald 
on  October  1  says  "Assessors  Snub  Council  in 
Tax  Row."  With  the  result  that  no  member  of 
the  Board  of  Assessors  or  Mr.  Allen  appeared  to 
answer  questions  which  we,  as  city  officials,  had  a 
right  to  ask,  Now,  Mr.  President,  we  had  an 
order  introduced  by  Councilor  Chase  and  myself 
asking  the  Finance  Commission  to  investigate  it. 
It  was  sent  to  the  Committee  on  Rules.  If  we 
lack  the  power  and  cannot  get  the  officials  con- 
cerned to  answer  questions,  how  may  we  arrive 
at  the  true  facts  in  such  a  case  as  this?  If  the 
assessors  will  not  come  up  and  answer  us,  I  think 
it  is  perfectly  fair  for  the  Finance  Commission  to 
summons  them.  Apparently  Mr.  Allen  appeared 
before  them.  He  thumbed  his  nose  at  us  and 
failed  to  appear,  when  we  asked  him  to  appear 
here.  He  was  notified  by  letter  and  telephone  to 
appear,  and  did  not  do  so.  So  I  say  if  we  cannot 
have  it  in  our  power  to  meet  him  here,  then  the 
Finance  Commission  is  the  proper  body  to  in- 
vestigate that  matter.  I  want  to  answer  the 
distinguished  councilor  from  Ward  14  (Coun. 
Muchnick)  on  certain  points  he  has  mentioned. 
He  said  we  cannot  examine  this  particular  reduc- 
tion, one  particular  reduction,  by  itself,  but  we 
should  examine  a  ease  when  one  is  given  and  all 
surrounding  property  is  not  given  a  similar 
reduction.  Yet,  on  page  2  of  the  Finance  Com- 
mission's report  the  conclusion  is  reached  that 
"many  owners,  the  valuation  of  whose  properties 
was  increased  in  1946,  as  was  the  valuation  of  the 
Little  Building,  have  been  unable  to  obtain  any 
similar  consideration."  In  the  report  from  the 
Finance  Commission  it  is  stated  that  Mr.  Aldrich 
did  not  expect  to  receive  any  abatement.  He  had 
applied  for  it  for  the  past  five  years,  but  had  not 
been  successful  in  getting  it.  "At  the  time  Mr. 
Aldrich  supposed  that  the  purchasers  would  file  a 
petition  for  abatement  and  the  customary  subse- 
quent procedure  would  take  place.  He  never 
gave  any  thought  to  the  possibility  of  the  tax 
being  reduced  before  it  had  to  be  paid."  The 
report  goes  on  to  state:  "There  were  many 
other  negotiators  for  purchase.  A  great  many 
people  represented  to  Mr.  Aldrich  that  an  abate- 
ment could  be  obtained;  who  they  were  he  did 
not  recall."  Near  the  bottom  of  page  10,  please 
note:  "There  were  attorneys  who  represented 
that  an  abatement  could  be  had.  There  was  one 
specific  offer  in  which  a  gentleman  stated  how 
much  the  abatement  would  be,  and  how  much  it 
would  cost.  This  proposition,  however,  was  not 
made  to  Mr.  Aldrich  directly,  but  to  an  employee 
who  is  now  in  Arizona." 

Answering  another  point  raised  by  the  councilor 
from  Ward  14  (Councilor  Muchnick)  that  no 
conclusions  are  specifically  raised  in  the  report, 
it  is  stated  on  page  11:  "Because  matters  con- 
nected with  this  case  are  now  in  litigation,  the 
Finance  Commission  offers  at  this  time  the  above 
information  without  further  comment." 

This  is  a  matter  that  concerns  all  of  us.  If 
special  abatements  are  to  be  given  to  one  person 
or  group  of  persons  and  no  other  abatements  given 
in  that  section,  it  would  seem  that  person  or 
group  of  persons  is  getting  special  treatment.  If 
this  is  going  to  be  done  on  a  large  scale,  the  total 
valuation  of  Boston  must  be  considered.  It  will 
affect  the  tax  rate.  The  tax  rate  will  go  up  if 
many  abatements  are  given.  If  the  tax  rate  goes 
up,  your  constituents,  the  home  owners  who  own 
a  little  home,  the  little  man  who  is  barely  paying 
his  taxes,  will  have  to  pay  that  increase  in  the  tax 
rate.  We  are  directly  concerned,  gentlemen; 
everybody  is  concerned  with  the  rise  in  the  tax 
rate.  If  a  great  many  large  scale  abatements  are 
to  be  given  without  rhyme  or  reason  or  justifica- 
tion, simply  because  they  are  going  to  be  reached 
on  the  Calendar,  all  our  constituents  will  suffer. 
They  will  pay  more  in  taxes  than  before.  If  it  is 
true  that  this  abatement  was  deserved  and  the 
property  valuation  dropped  from  $3,000,000  to 
$2,000,000,  and  yet  some  new  persons  took  it  over, 
if  it  dropped  in  the  space  of  three  months,  then 
all  the  rest  of  the  property,  the  Colonial  Building, 
for  example,  is  overvalued.  All  that  property 
will    come   down.     If    we    continue    to    drop   all 
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property  values,  think  of  the  cost  on  the  poor 
taxpayers  with  small  homes.  I  think  we  have  a 
right  to  call  on  the  Finance  Commission  to  look 
into  the  matter.  When  the  Board  of  Assessors 
refuses  to  appear  before  us  to  give  a  satisfactory 
answer,  the  Finance  Commission  should  look  into 
the  matter.  Before  any  special  abatements  are 
given,  they  have  a  right  to  know  the  reasons  for  it 
and  the  grounds  behind  it.  If  they  think  any 
special  favoritism  is  taking  place  which  will 
endanger  the  rights  and,  privileges  and  tax-paying 
abilities  of  the  City  of  Boston,  they  have  a  right 
to  say  how  they  feel  on  it  and,  if  possible,  request 
that  abatement  not  be  given.  I  hope  that  this 
order  will  pass. 

Coun.  FISH — Mr.  President,  talking  on  the 
order,  I  wonder  if  the  previous  councilor  will  state 
any  instance  he  knows  where  they  have  been 
refused  an  abatement,  the  same  privilege  as  this 
one,  the  other  surrounding  buildings. 

Coun.  BAYLEY — According  to  the  report  of 
the  Finance  Commission,  I  understand  the  owners 
of  the  Colonial  Building  and  the  Walker  Building. 

Coun.  FISH — It  states  here  on  page  4  of  the 
Finance  Commission's  report:  "The  Colonial 
Building  located  next  to  the  Little  Building  has 
been  an  applicant  for  abatement,  but  no  action 
has  been  taken  by  the  city  in  the  case  because  it 
is  not  handy  to  trial  at  the  Appellate  Tax  Board." 

In  other  words,  they  have  the  right  to  go  to 
the  Appellate  Tax  Board,  and  they  may  still  have 
a  right  to  get  an  abatement  if  the  Appellate  Tax 
Board  agrees. 

Coun.  BAYLEY — Answering  that  question 
through  you,  Mr.  President,  so  would  the  owners 
of  the  Little  Building  have  a  right  to  go  to  court. 
They  got  their  abatement  without  going  to  court. 
They  got  it  directly  from  the  assessors.  In  this 
one  case  they  did  not  wait  for  the  case  to  go  to 
trial,  but  granted  the  abatement.  That  is  what  I 
object  to.     Let  us  go  to  trial  and  find  out. 

Coun.  FISH — Until  it  is  proven  otherwise,  I 
labor  under  the  impression  that  the  tax  assessors 
treat  everybody  equal  and  that  when  the  Colonial 
application  for  abatement  reaches  the  same  point 
that  the  Little  Building  application  has  reached, 
that  they  will  treat  them  in  the  same  fair  way. 
If  they  are  entitled  to  an  abatement  they  will  get 
it.  If  they  are  not,  I  hope  they  will  not.  This  is 
an  order  asking  for  the  Finance  Commission  to 
pry  into  the  business  of  another  department.  I 
do  not  think  it  is  any  of  our  business  to  ask  the 
Finance  Commission  to  do  that.  We  can  do  it  as 
individual  citizens,  but  not  as  councilors.  The 
Finance  Commission  will  do  it  whether  we  ask 
them  to  or  not.  In  asking  them  as  councilors  to 
do  it,  we  are  indirectly  interfering  with  the  ad- 
ministration of  the  city.  The  City  Charter  says 
we  have  no  right  to  do  it.  Councilor  Chase  has 
no  right  to  do  it.  Councilor  Fish  has  not  the 
right  to  ask  the  Finance  Commission  that  Austie 
Fish  as  a  citizen  has.  I  think  this  order  ought  to 
go  to  the  Committee  on  Rules.     I  so  recommend. 

Coun.  KINSELLA— Mr.  President. 

Coun.  FISH — I  will  withdraw  that  for  a  moment. 

Coun.  KINSELLA— I  would  like  to  say  briefly 
that  the  Finance  Commission  in  its  circular  sent 
here  today  is  functioning  as  the  law  intended  it 
should.  It  has  apparently  examined  into  the 
report  of  the  assessors  and  found  some  flaw.  To 
say  in  the  terms  of  the  order  tire  Finance  Com- 
mission should  be  consulted  in  advance  of  any 
action  by  the  Board  of  Assessors  is  to  impose  upon 
it  an  authority  that  the  Legislature  did  not  grant 
when  they  created  the  Finance  Commission.  I 
would  like  to  ask  the  clerk,  through  the  Chair, 
how  long  ago  the  Finance  Commission  was  brought 
into  existence  by  an  act  of  the  Legislature. 

President  KELLY— 1910,  ex-Mayor  Fitzgerald, 
1910,  by  special  act  of  the  Legislature  they  created 
authority  for  it. 

Coun.  KINSELLA — Well,  it  is  an  investigative 
Body,  Mr.  President.  When  any  question  of 
icity  expenditures  arises  or  any  question  of  favor- 
tism,  as  in  a  matter  of  this  sort  where  a  question 
has  been  raised,  as  I  understand,  and  again,  to 
repeat  myself,  I  do  not  think  we  have  any  right 
to  ask  the  Finance  Commission  to  be  invited  into 
consultation  on  the  action  of  any  board  or  division 
or  bureau  of  the  city  before  the  action  is  taken.  I 
do  say  we  all  recognize  the  inherent  right  of  the 
Finance  Commission  as  provided  in  law  to  question 
any  action  after  it  has  been  taken.  That  is  what 
they  are  doing  in  this  circular.  That  is  what 
they  have  been  doing  and  that  is  what  they  should 
continue  to  do.  I  do  not  see  that  any  Council 
order  should  be  devised   or  conceived  in  such  a 


way  as  to  bring  them  in  in  advance  of  action.     I 
hope  this  order  does  not  pass. 

Coun.  CAREY— Talking  on  the  order,  Mr. 
President,  this  order,  if  it  included  the  words  "the 
Appellate  Tax  Board,"  or  if- it  eliminated  the 
"Boston  Board  of  Assessors,"  and  so  to  speak, 
started  at  the  top  and  worked  down,  might  be  a 
good  order.  It  is  clearly  stated  here  that  Mr. 
Allen,  chairman  of  the  assessors,  as  one  of  his 
reasons  for  taking  the  action  said  in  this  case  here 
that  the  case  was  marked  for  trial  before  the  Ap- 
pellate Tax  Board.  Time  and  time  again  in  years 
past — and  I  think  the  councilor  from  Ward  4 
(Councilor  Chase)  was  included  in  those  who 
criticized — we  have  seen  various  members  of  the 
City  Coucil  take  the  floor  here  and  contend  that 
the  action  of  the  State  Appellate  Board  in  going 
over  the  head  of  the  local  assessors  from  time  to 
time  should  be  condemned.  The  local  assessors 
have  been  willing  to  compromise  on  the  valuation. 
That  was  not  satisfactory  to  the  taxpayers  who 
subsequently  took  their  case  to  the  State  Appellate 
Board  and  received  a  reduction  far  greater  than 
they  had  anticipated  or  expected  to  get  from  the 
local  assessors.  As  a  matter  of  fact,  this  report 
from  the  Finance  Commission  to  the  Council  is 
not  one  screeching  with  criticism.  It  is  one  that 
merely  describes  a  situation.  As  a  matter  of  fact, 
it  does  not  in  any  way,  shape  or  form  indicate  what 
might  be  termed  criticism  on  the  part  of  the  Fi- 
nance Commission.  I  agree  with  my  colleagues 
who  are  of  the  opinion  that  we  do  not  need  to  have 
the  Boston  Finance  Commission  recognized  to  the 
extent  that  the  councilor  from  Ward  4  (Councilor 
Chase)  would  like  to  see  it  recognized.  Time  and 
time  again  he  has  introduced  orders  here  asking 
.  to  bring  a  particular  matter  to  the  Boston  Finance 
Commission,  and  we  have  seen  matters  that  have 
been  reported,  which  after  the  report  of  the  Finance 
Commission  was  made,  did  not  in  substance  dis- 
close anything  of  particular  value  to  us.  I  know 
in  my  own  district  I  have  seen  cases  where  the 
small  taxpayer's,  the  little  fellow's  application 
was  placed  before  the  local  board  which  agreed  to 
a  certain  price  not  satisfactory  to  the  taxpayer  in 
the  district.  He  subsequently  went  to  the  Appel- 
late Board  and  received  a  reduction  of  about  60 
per  cent  less  than  what  the  local  assessor  was  will- 
ing to  grant.  I  think  it  is  mere  folly  to  have  the 
Council  accept  an  order  of  this  kind.  When  there 
are  certain  specific  instances  where  any  member 
of  the  Council  in  any  situation  might  find  fault 
with  the  action  taken  by  the  assessors,  it  might 
be  well  and  good  to  ask  the  Finance  Commission 
to  ascertain  certain  facts  in  connection  with  it. 
We  do  not  need  to  rap  on  the  door  of  the  Finance 
Commission  every  time  something  happens  in  the 
city  that  might,  to  certain  individuals,  appear  to 
be  racketeering,  or  dealing  under  the  table.  If  the 
Finance  Commission  had  made  any  criticism  here, 
I  would  say  that  this  report  would  indicate  it  or 
disclose  something  to  us.  In  addition  to  reading 
it,  I  have  read  the  paper  this  morning  and  I  can- 
not find  one  bit  of  criticism  on  the  part  of  the 
Finance  Commission.  Mr.  Allen  and  the  Board 
of  Assessors,  in  my  opinion,  were  entirely  justified 
in  acting  on  this  particular  transaction  once  the 
case  had  been  marked  for  trial  before  the  Appel- 
late Board.  That  is  the  usual  practice  down  there. 
It  has  been  the  practice  for  years.  I  dare  say  it 
always  will  be  the  practice.  Not  only  is  that  the 
practice  in  matters  concerning  a  reduction  in  the 
valuation  of  property  but  that  is  going  on  in  law 
offices  and  courtrooms  every  day  in  the  week. 
What  is  wrong  about  that?  In  this  particular 
case  here,  had  the  Finance  Commission  offered 
any  constructive  criticism  or  given  us  any  indi- 
cation as  to  what  their  idea  of  the  valuation  should 
be,  based  on  certain  facts  and  figures,  we  might 
have  something  to  crow  about.  As  far  as  I  can 
see,  this  is  much  ado  about  nothing.  I  do  not 
think  the  order  should  be  passed  by  the  Council. 
Coun.  COFFEY— Mr.  President,  talking  on  the 
motion,  I  was  glad  to  get  into  the  room  in  time  to 
hear  Councilor  Carey  make  the  statement  he  has 
made.  I  do  not  think  anybody  is  more  sincere 
on  tax  abatements  than  the  councilor  from  Ward 
10.  Year  after  year  I  remember  him  introducing 
orders  trying  to  get  the  Board  of  Assessors  to  bring 
their  books  over  here  to  show  us  what  abatements 
have  been  taking  place.  It  is  with  a  great  deal  of 
pleasure  I  get  up  here  today  to  oppose  this  order, 
especially  after  hearing  the  councilor  from  Ward 
10  (Councilor  Carey)  oppose  it.  May  I  go  back  a 
few  years  and  repeat  a  few  statements  I  have 
made  about  the  notorious  Finance  Commission  of 
the  City  of  Boston?     At  that  time  I  had  an  order 
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in  asking  for  an  investigation  of  the  Boston  Port 
Development  Company.  They  owed  something 
like  5342,000  in  back  taxes  for  a  period  of  twelve 
years.  The  government  decided  to  build  an  oil 
farm  in  East  Boston,  and  take  some  land  owned 
by  the  Boston  Port  Development  Company. 
Thev  made  a  deal  with  them  and  gave  them  over 
SI, 000,000  in  hard  cash.  Then  the  Mayor  sat 
down  with  the  Board  of  Finance  Commissioners 
and  they  granted  an  abatement  of  over  $200,000 
in  back  taxes  that  were  owed  by  the  Boston  Port 
Development  Company,  the  same  Finance  Com- 
mission that  the  councilor  from  Ward  4  (Councilor 
Chase)  now  wants  us  to  have  sit  down  with  the 
Board  of  Assessors.  If  there  is  anything  wrong 
with  the  Board  of  Assessors,  do  not  make  it  worse 
by  including  the  Finance  Commission.  It  is  an 
organization  working  for  nothing,  outside  of  the 
chairman.  When  any  man  takes  a  job,  no  matter 
how  wealthy  he  is,  and  works  without  pay  there 
is  something  wrong.  I  have  said  it  before,  and  I 
say  it  again.  If  there  was  not  a  salary  with  this 
job,  you  would  not  find  me  here.  I  would  be  out 
on  another  job,  where  I  would  get  a  salary.  I 
say  that  of  the  Finance  Commission.  They  are 
in  there  for  one  reason  only.  It  is  not  the  prestige. 
Nobody  wants  prestige  today.  They  want  money. 
By  being  in  the  position  they  are  in  they  make 
contacts  to  make  money.  We  know  that.  They 
hold  a  whip  over  the  head  of  the  Mayor,  They 
are  appointed  by  the  Governor  who  holds  that 
whip  over  the  head  of  the  Mayor.  It  first  started 
in  a  Republican  administration.  There  is  the 
truth  right  there  that  we  do  not  need  the  Finance 
Commission.  The  Finance  Commission  sat  down 
with  his  Honor  the  Mayor  some  five  years  ago 
and  granted  $200,000  in  tax  abatements.  I  am 
going  to  make  a  motion  that  the  order  be  laid  on 
the  table. 

The  motion  to  lay  on  the  table  was  declared 
carried.  Councilor  Chase  doubted  the  vote  but  a 
sufficient  number  of  councilors  did  not  join  him. 
Councilor  Chase  then  asked  for  a  standing  vote. 
The  motion  to  lay  on  the  table  carried,  yeas  8, 
nays  2. 

Coun.  FISH — Mr.  President,  before  announcing 
the  outcome  of  the  vote,  there  is  a  standing  vote 
here  of  possibly  twelve.  Is  that  reason  to  doubt 
a  quorum?     If  so,  I  request  the  bell  be  rung. 

President  KELLY — It  is  reason  to  doubt  a 
quorum. 


PRECINCT  WORKERS  AT  ELECTIONS. 

Coun.  KINSELLA — Mr.  President,  a  point  of 
information.  I  was  not  in  the  Chamber  when 
the  Chair  ruled  the  matter  of  the  discharge  of  the 
54  city  employees  of  the  Election  Department 
workers  be  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Public 
Safety. 

President  KELLY — Councilor,  the  Chair  did 
not  rule  that.  Councilor  Scannell  made  a  motion 
that  it  be  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Public 
Safety.  The  motion  was  carried  by  the  entire 
membership. 

Coun.  KINSELLA — Mr.  President,  since  there 
is  nothing  before  the  Body,  I  would  like  to  state 
that  in  this  case  there  is  no  appropriate  com- 
mittee to  send  such  a  matter  to.  It  is  definitely 
not  Public  Safety  or  Public  Welfare. 

President  KELLY— That  is  right.  He  made 
the  motion  it  be  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
Public  Safety. 

Coun.  KINSELLA— Well,  Mr.  President,  a 
point  of  information.  Is  it  possible  now  to  make 
a  motion  that  it  be  taken  from  the  Committee  on 
Public  Safety  and  referred  to  the  Executive 
Committee,  which  will  hold  a  public  hearing  and 
invite  those  people  to  attend? 

President  KELLY — You  can  make  a  motion  to 
reconsider,  and  then  that  motion  is  in  order. 

Coun.  KINSELLA — Mr.  President,  I  make  a 
motion  to  reconsider  the  action  by  which  the 
matter  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Public 
Safety.  Before  the  Chair  repeats  the  question, 
I  would  like  to  emphasize  where  once  we  did 
have  a  Committee  on  Election  Laws,  we  have  no 
such  committee  now.  This  is  definitely  not  in 
Public  Safety. 

The  question  came  on  the  motion  to  reconsider, 
and  the  motion  was  carried. 

Coun.  KINSELLA — Mr.  President,  I  now 
make  a  motion  that  the  matter  just  reconsidered 
be  referred  to  the  Executive  Committee,  with  a 
public  hearing  held,  and  the  54  people  whose 
names   and    addresses   are    available,    along    with 


the  Election  Commission,  be  invited  to  attend  a 
hearing  to  be  held  at  a  date  far  enough  in  the 
future  to  warrant  the  receipt  of  notices  by  all 
persons  concerned. 

The  question  came  on  referring  the  matter  to 
the  Executive  Committee,  and  the  motion  was 
carried. 

Coun.  COFFEY— May  I  also  ask  that  the 
hearing  be  held  a  week  from  today  in  the  Chamber 
here? 

President  KELLY — That  matter  can  be  taken 
up  with  the  chairman  in  the  Executive  Session. 


NORTH  BENNET  STREET  BATHHOUSE 
IMPROVEMENTS. 

Coun.  RUSSO  offered  the  following: 

Ordered,  That  the  Park  Commissioners  be  re- 
quested, through  his  Honor  the  Mayor,  to  put  in 
the  budget  for  1947  sufficient  moneys  for  the  com- 
plete alteration  and  new  equipment  in  the  North 
Bennet  Street  Bathhouse  in  Ward  3. 

Coun.  RUSSO— Mr.  President,  I  hate  from 
time  to  time  to  put  in  such  orders,  but  I  cannot 
help  doing  so  until  such  time  as  some  action  has 
been  taken.  I  believe  that  his  Honor  the  Mayor 
knows  the  condition  of  that  bathhouse  in  the 
North  End  section  of  Boston.  He  also  is  aware 
of  the  fact  that  I  have  stated  time  and  time  again 
that  the  people  of  the  North  End,  99  per  cent  of 
them,  have  not  any  showers  or  proper  facilities  for 
bathing  at  home.  They  are  all  working  men  and 
women.  The  bathhouse  is  divided,  certain  days 
of  the  week  for  women  and  certain  days  of  the 
week  for  men.  All  the  time,  day  after  day,  I  am 
getting  complaints  about  the  bathhouse.  If  you 
should  happen  to  go  there,  Mr.  President,  you 
will  find  that  the  showers  are  not  in  working  con- 
dition. There  must  be  something  wrong  with 
the  boilers.  The  people  do  not  receive  continuous 
hot  water.  The  bathhouse  is  dirty.  When  I  asked 
the  Building  Commissioner  to  give  me  a  report 
on  the  physical  structure  of  the  building,  I  re- 
ceived an  answer  that  the  physical  structure  was 
in  good  condition,  but  he  did  recommend  altera- 
tions be  made  inside  the  bathhouse.  Up  to  this 
time  nothing  has  been  done.  I  do  hope  that  his 
Honor  the  Mayor  will  see  to  it  that  sufficient 
money  will  be  put  into  the  1947  budget  in  order 
to  provide  the  proper  facilities  for  bathing,  and  to 
put  that  bathhouse  in  a  Class  A  condition,  so  that 
the  people  of  the  district  may  enjoy  themselves  in 
the  same  manner  and  with  the  same  privileges 
that  have  been  accorded  to  other  sections  of  the 
city.  As  I  stated  on  one  of  my  other  orders,  I 
believe  one  thing  that  should  be  done  was  to  put 
tile  in  there  in  order  to  make  that  a  clean-looking 
bathhouse.  You  and  I  know,  Mr.  President,  we 
will  not  step  into  any  bathhouse  that  does  not 
have  an  atmosphere  of  cleanliness.  Our  lives 
might  be  endangered  by  the  fact  we  might  come 
in  contact  with  various  diseases.  If  the  floors  are 
not  up  to  date  and  clean,  that  could  happen.  I 
realize  that  the  people  of  my  district  are  up  in 
arms.  Unless  something  is  done,  I  can  assure  his 
Honor  the  Mayor  I  will  have  a  protest  meeting 
here  at  City  Hall  with  every  resident  of  the  North 
End  section.  I  give  this  warning  in  hope  that 
such  a  meeting  will  not  take  place.  I  also  wish  to 
remind  his  Honor  the  Mayor  of  the  suggestion  I 
made  at  the  beginning  of  the  year  that  something 
should  be  done  in  the  way  of  an  annex  to  the  bath- 
house, in  order  to  give  men  and  women  time  to 
go  to  the  bathhouse  daily  and  not  divide  the  time 
between  the  men  and  women.  Also,  I  want  to 
call  attention  to  the  fact  there  are  no  proper 
facilities  in  so  far  as  the  children  are  concerned. 
It  is  a  shame  to  find  small  children  in  the  same 
place  with  adults  taking  their  showers.  I  feel  that 
something  should  be  done  very  quickly.  I  do  not 
feel  that  the  people  of  the  district  should  be  pe- 
nalized as  they  have  been  up  to  this  time  without 
receiving  proper  attention.  I  am  sure  it  has  not 
been  my  fault.  I  hope  his  Honor  the  Mayor  will 
remember  the  promises  he  has  made  during  his 
campaign  when  elected  Mayor  of  the  City  of  Bos- 
ton. He  is  the  only  one  to  whom  we  can  look  to 
give  the  people  proper  attention  and  adequate 
facilities  which  are  needed.  I  hope  his  Honor  the 
Mayor  will  take  immediate  action  and  see  that 
this  work  will  be  done  in  the  very  near  future.  I 
hope  the  order  will  pass  under  suspension  of  the 
rule. 

The  order  was  passed  under  suspension  of  the 
rule. 


NOVEMBER    12,     1946. 
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REPORT  OF  COMMITTEE   ON 

ORDINANCES. 

• 

Coun.  COOK,  for  the  Committee  on  Ordinances, 
submitted  the  following: 

Report  on  message  of  Mayor  and  ordinance  (re- 
ferred September  23)  concerning  operation  of  bowl- 
ing alleys  on  the  Lord's  Day — recommending  refer- 
ence to  the  Executive  Committee. 

Coun.  CANTWELL— I  hope  we  can  get  the 
Executive  Committee  to  decide  on  this  today  and 
clean  it  up.    I  hope  it  will  pass  today. 

The  question  came  on  the  acceptance  of  the 
report  and  reference  to  the  Executive  Committee. 
The  report  was  accepted,  and  the  message  of  the 
Mayor  and  proposed  ordinance  were  referred  to  the 
Executive  Committee. 


LIGHTS   AROUND   CHANDLER  POND, 
BRIGHTON. 

Coun.  MADDEN  and  LANE  offered  the  fol- 
lowing: 

Ordered,  That  the  Park  Commissioner  and/or 
Commissioner  of  Public  Works  be  directed, 
through  his  Honor  the  Mayor,  to  complete  arrange- 
ments for  the  installation  of  lights  around  Chandler 
Pond,  Brighton,  Ward  22,  covering  that  area  en- 
circling the  pond  not  now  properly  illuminated  for 
the  convenience  and  safety  of  skaters. 

Passed  under  suspension  of  the  rule. 


PAYMENT  OF  HOSPITAL  BILLS. 

Coun.  CHASE  offered  the  following: 
Ordered,  That  the  Trustees  of  the  Boston  City 
Hospital  be  requested,  through  his  Honor  the 
Mayor,  to  install  a  system  at  the  City  Hospital 
whereby  people  who  are  obviously  financially 
unable  to  pay  their  bills  for  hospital  treatment  will 
not  be  summonsed  to  court  for  failure  to  pav  their 
bill. 

Coun.  CHASE— Mr.  President,  I  had  a  con- 
stituent of  mine  approach  me  this  morning  with 
a  summons  which  was  issued  by  the  Law  Depart- 
ment because  of  a  failure  to  meet  a  $50  bill  owed 
to  the  City  Hospital.  This  young  lady  was  a 
blind  girl  who  is  receiving  $64  a  month  state 
aid  for  the  blind.  How  the  hospital  officials  could 
overlook  the  fact  that  this  girl  was  financially 
unable  to  pay  her  bill  is  beyond  me. .  It  would 
seem  to  me,  Mr.  President,  that  the  hospital 
authorities  surely  should  install  a  system  whereby 
people  such  as  blind  people  and  others  who  obvi- 
ously are  unable  to  pay  for  their  hospital  treat- 
ment will  not  be  badgered  by  summons  to  appear 
in  court.  This  young  lady,  Mr.  President,  is 
blind  and  unable  to  read  the  summons.  She 
was  trembling  when  she  received  it.  She  could 
not  quite  understand  what  it  was  all  about. 
Neither  could  the  neighbors  who  told  her  to  see 
me.  They  could  not  understand  why  the  City 
of  Boston  should  be  insisting  on  payment  from 
this  girl  who  was  blind.  I  hope,  Mr.  President, 
that  his  Honor  the  Mayor  will  make  sure  that  in 
the  future  people  of  that  character  will  not  be 
bothered  with  summons  to  appear  in  court  for 
failure  to  pay  their  bills. 

The  order  was  passed  under  suspension  of  the 
rule. 

Coun.  HURLEY— Mr.  President,  what  is  the 
order? 

(The  clerk  read  the  order.) 

Coun.  HURLEY — I  think  that  system  is  in 
effect,  Mr.  President,  now,  that  all  bills  of  every 
person,  whether  on  welfare  or  not,  every  case 
entering  the  hospital  is  cleared  through  the  Welfare 
Department. 

Coun.  CHASE— Mr.  President. 

President  KELLY — For  what  purpose  does  the 
gentleman  arise? 

Coun.  CHASE — To  give  the  councilor  some 
information . 

President  KELLY — Councilor  Hurley,  do  you 
yield? 

Coun.  HURLEY— Any  time. 

Coun.  CHASE— Mr.  President,  I  would  like 
to  inform  the  gentleman  from  Roxbury  that  the 
constitutent  of  mine  approached  me  with  a  sum- 
mons issued  by  the  Law  Department  for  her  to 
appear  in  court  November  23,  because  of  her 
failure  to  pay  a  hospital  bill.  This  girl  was  a 
blind  girl,  receiving  state  aid  of  $64  a  month. 


Coun.  HURLEY— Mr.  President,  in  reply  to 
Councilor  Chase,  that  could  happen.  Hospital 
bills  are  sant  out  after  the  patient  is  discharged 
from  the  Boston  City  Hospital.  Some  months 
after  they  receive  the  bill  they  are  sent  another 
bill  with  a  demand  for  payment.  After  a  con- 
siderable waiting  period,  it  is  then  sent  to  the  Law 
Department.  If  the  party  in  question  on  getting 
the  bill  had  notified  the  hospital  authorities 
that  they  were  on  welfare,  mothers'  aid,  or  old 
age  assistance,  you  can  rest  assured  that  the 
hospital  would  not  be  sending  that  bill  to  the  Law 
Department  for  collection.  I  have  had  many 
cases  where  people  were  in  the  same  circumstances 
as  the  councilor's  friend,  and  they  have  come  to 
me  with  bills.  They  just  mark  on  the  bill,  "I  am 
unable  to  pay  this  bill."  If  there  is  any  reason, 
they  give  it  and  sign  their  name.  They  are  not 
submitted  to  any  court  action  at  all.  There  has 
been  a  good  policy  in  collecting  bills  for  the  hos- 
pital. We  have  a  lot  of  people  living  in  Boston 
who  have  no  right  in  that  hospital.  Probably 
that  is  one  of  the  reasons  why  we  are  crowded  up 
there  with  people  who  can  well  afford  to  go  into 
private  hospitals.  They  are  being  berthed  in  the 
Boston  City  Hospital.  They  get  a  bill  for  it. 
They  are  entitled  to  get  a  bill.  There  is  something 
lacking  on  the  part  of  the  party  receiving  the  bill. 
They  get  ample  notice  on  it.  The  bill  is  not  pre- 
sented until  after  they  leave  the  hospital.  Then 
some  time  after  that,  if  there  is  no  reply  and  no 
payment  made,  they  get  a  demand  for  payment. 
After  a  long  time,  if  they  get  no  action,  they  then 
submit  the  bill  to  the  City  of  Boston  Law  Depart- 
ment. Any  person,  whether  they  are  on  welfare 
or  not,  a  man  with  a  family  making  $30  a  week, 
with  several  children,  who  cannot  pay  the  bill, 
can  take  the  same  action  in  Boston.  If  anyone 
is  unable  to  pay  his  bill,  they  will  approve  the 
bill  and  there  will  be  no  forced  payment,  if  they 
give  that  information  to  the  hospital  authorities. 

Coun.  FISH — Mr.  President,  I  do  not  see  any 
sense  in  bringing  such  an  order  into  the  Council. 
If  the  facts  are  as  the  councilor  from  Ward  4 
(Councilor  Chase)  states,  he  can  give  me  the 
name.  If  he  does  not  care  to  do  that,  he  can 
give  the  case  to  Councilor  Hurley  or  any  one  of 
us.  I  dare  say  the  bill  will  be  settled  in  five 
minutes. 

Coun.  CANTWELL— Mr.  President,  I  believe 
all  bills  that  come  down  to  the  City  Hospital  are 
stamped  to  indicate  whether  they  are  welfare  or 
old  age.     It  is  stamped  on  the  bill. 

Coun.  CHASE— I  still  think,  Mr.  President, 
that  in  cases  such  as  the  one  I  mentioned,  where 
the  person  is  blind  and  obviously  has  no  apparent 
means  of  a  livelihood,  the  hospital  officials  at  that 
time  should  make  a  memorandum  that  the  party 
is  blind  and  unable  to  pay,  and  not  bother  the 
person  with  bills.  It  seems  to  me,  Mr.  President, 
that  cases  such  as  the  one  I  quoted  could  be 
readily  taken  care  of  at  the  hospital  without 
pestering  the  party  with  bills  and  subsequently  a 
summons  to  court. 

The  order  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
Hospitals. 


PAINTING    OF    CROSSWALKS,    UPHAMS 
CORNER. 

Coun.  HANNON  offered  the  following: 
Ordered,  That  his  Honor  the  Mayor  direct  the 
Traffic  Commissioner  to  paint  the  crosswalks  in  the 
streets  at  Uphams  Corner,  Dorchester. 
Passed  under  suspension  of  the  rule. 


REPORT  OF   COMMITTEE   ON   LICENSES. 

Coun.  SCANNELL,  for  the  Committee  on 
Licenses,  submitted  the  following: 

Report  on  petition  of  Marr  Equipment  Com- 
pany (referred  November  4)  for  driveway  opening 
at  25  D  street,  Ward  6 — recommending  that  permit 
be  granted. 

Report  accepted;  permit  granted  under  usual 
conditions. 


ACCEPTANCE  OF  LYALL  STREET, 
WARD  20. 

Coun.  BRYAN  offered  the  following: 
Ordered,    That   the   Board   of   Street   Commis- 
sioners   be    requested,    through    his    Honor    the 
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Mayor,  to  accept  and  lay  out  as  a  public  highway 
Lyall  street,  Ward  20. 
Passed  under  suspension  of  the  rule. 


ACCEPTANCE  OF  WASHINGTON  HEIGHTS 
AVENUE. 

Coun.  BRYAN  offered  the  following: 
Ordered,    That   the    Board    of   Street   Commis- 
sioners be  requested,  through  his  Honor  the  Major, 
to  accept  and  lay  out  as  a  public  highway  Wash- 
ington Heights  avenue,  Ward  20. 
Passed  under  suspension  of  the  rule 


RECESS. 

On  motion  of  Councilor  Russo  the  Council  voted 
to  take  a  recess  at  4.05  p.  m.,  subject  to  the  call  of 
the  chair.  The  members  reassembled  and  were 
called  to  order  by  President  KELLY  at  4.50  p.  m. 


EXECUTIVE   COMMITTEE   REPORTS. 

Coun.  FISH,  for  the  Executive  Committee,  sub- 
mitted the  following: 

1.  Report  on  message  of  Mayor  and  orders 
(referred  today)  for  transfers  of  appropriations — 
recommending  that  same  ought  to  pass. 

The  report  was  accepted  and  the  question  came 
on  the  passage  of  the  orders.  The  roll  was  called 
and  the  orders  were  passed,  yeas  18,  nays  0. 

Yeas — Councilors  Bayley,  Bryan,  Cantwell, 
Chase,  Coffey,  Cook,  Fish,  flannon,  Hurley,  Kelly, 
Kinsella,  Lane,  Linehan,  Madden,  Moriarty, 
Russo,  Scannell,  Sullivan — 18. 

Nays— 0. 

2.  Report  on  message  of  Mayor  and  order 
(referred  today)  accepting  bequest  of  William  H. 
Ryan  to  be  placed  to  credit  of  principal  of  The 
Randidge  Trust  Fund — that  same  ought  to  pass. 

The  report  was  accepted  and  the  order  was 
passed. 

3.  Report  on  message  of  Mayor  and  ordinance 
(referred  today)  concerning  operation  of  bowling 
alleys  on  the  Lord's  Day  —  recommending  that 
same  ought  not  to  pass,  without  prejudice. 

The  question  came  on  the  acceptance  of  the 
report,  and  the  rejection  of  the  order.  The  report 
was  accepted  and  the  ordinance  was  rejected. 


SUNDAY   BOWLING. 

Coun.  COOK  submitted  the  following: 
City  of  Boston. 
In   the   Year   Nineteen   Hundred   and   Forty-six. 

An  Ordinance. 
Be  it  ordained  by  the  City  Council  of  Boston,  as 
follows: 

Section  1.  The  following  regulations  are  hereby 
established  concerning  the  operation  of  bowling 
alleys  on  the  Lord's  Day;  and  for  the  licensing  of 
privately-owned  premises  for  such  sport  or  game. 

Sect.  2.  Licenses  for  the  operation  of  bowling 
alleys  on  the  Lord's  Day,  upon  petition  therefor, 
may  be  granted  by  the  City  Council  under  the 
terms  and  conditions  as  herein  set  forth. 

Sect.  3.  Licenses  voted  by  the  City  Council 
shall  be  for  the  term  of  one  year  or  any  portion 
thereof  beginning  with  the  first  day  of  November 
in  each  year.  Licenses  voted  by  the  City  Council 
shall  be  issued  by  the  City  Clerk,  and  the  fee 
therefor  shall  be  five  dollars  per  year  for  each 
bowling  alley  or  bed,  except  that  the  maximum 
fee  in  any  event  shall  not  be  in  excess  of  $100  for 
the  term. 

Sect.  4.  Licenses  to  operate  bowling  alleys 
on  the  Lord's  Day,  shall  be  issued  upon  the  fol- 
lowing conditions;  that  duly  accredited  repre- 
sentatives of  the  City  of  Boston  and  Common- 
wealth of  Massachusetts  may  enter  upon  and 
inepect  the  premises  at  any  time;  that  the  pro- 
visions of  chapter  136  of  the  General  Laws,  as 
amended,  will  be  complied  with;  and  that  failure 
to  comply  with  any  of  said  provisions  or  any  rule 
or  regulation  as  herein  set  forth  or  as  subsequently 
adopted  by  the  City  Council  of  Boston,  or  the 
Commissioner  of  Public  Safety  of  the  Common- 
wealth of  Massachusetts,  shall  serve  as  a  revocation 
of  the.  license,  subject  to  determination  of  the  City 
Council. 


Sect.  5.  The  licensees  shall  display  the  license 
to  operate  on  the  Lord's  Day  in  a  prominent  place 
on  tne  premises. 

Sect.  6.  This  ordinance  shall  take  effect  upon 
its  passage. 

The  question  came  on  the  passage  of  the 
ordinance. 

Coun.  CHASE— Mr.  President,  I  move  that  the 
ordinance  be  amended  so  as  to  read  50  cents  per 
alley.  I  have  in  mind,  sir,  that  10  cents  an  alley 
to  a  bowling  alley  proprietor 

President  KELLY — Wait  a  minute,  councilor. 
The  Chair  does  not  understand  that.  The 
ordinance  as  drawn  up  now  reads  $5  a  year  per 
alley.  Do  you  mean  50  cents  per  week  per  alley? 
Continue. 

Coun.  CHASE — Mr.  President,  I  have  in  mind, 
sir,  that  the  bowling  alley  proprietors  are  being 
conveyed  a  special  privilege  if  we  so  grant  this 
license  and  these  license  fees.  I  have  in  mind  that 
it  takes  approximately  one  hour  to  bowl  six 
strings.  At  20  cents  per  string,  the  bowling  alley 
proprietor  gets  $1.20.  I  assume  that  the  hours 
for  bowling  on  Sunday  will  probably  be  from  one 
until  eleven,  which  means  eleven  hours  at  31.20. 
This  means  that  the  average  bowling  alley  pro- 
prietor will  get  $13.20  per  alley.  Now  the  average 
place  has  five  alleys  for  each  bowling  house,  which 
means  that  the  average  bowling  alley  proprietor 
will  gross  $66  per  Sunday.  Here  under  the  terms 
of  this  proposal  he  is  given  a  special  privilege  for 
50  cents.  Now,  Mr.  President,  I  do  not  know  if 
the  members  of  the  council  realize  it  or  not,  but 
in  every  honky-tonk  tavern  throughout  the  city 
you  have  the  juke  boxes.  Those  juke  box 
machine  operators  or  cafe  owners  have  to  pay  to 
the  city  $2  every  Sunday  for  a  special  license. 
How  can  you  differentiate  fees  for  the  juke  box 
owner  paying  $2  a  Sunday  for  a  special  Sunday 
license  for  the  privilege  of  playing  the  talking 
machine  and  yet  you  want  to  give  your  bowling 
alley  proprietor  a  very  special  privilege  of  taking 
in  $66  and  paying  50  cents?  I  do  not  think  it 
adds  up.  I  think  a  reasonable  compromise  with 
his  Honor  the  Mayor  would  be  half  his  proposal, 
say  50  cents.  I  do  not  think  your  bowling  alley 
proprietors  will  object  to  that.  If  they  are  going 
to  gross  $66  every  Sunday  with  five  alleys,  they 
are  not  going  to  object  to  paying  the  city  $2  as  a 
license  fee.  The  city  has  need  of  the  revenue. 
We  have  to  find  new  means  of  revenue.  You 
cannot  put  the  burden  on  real  estate  all  the  time. 
The  city  is  going  to  be  put  to  great  expense.  How 
much  do  you  think  it  is  going  to  cost  the  Police 
Department,  for  example?  They  have  to  have  a 
policeman  go  in  and  out  of  the  alleys  to  preserve 
law  and  order.  Many  other  agencies  of  the  city 
will  be  called  upon  to  send  others  into  bowling 
alleys.  I  do  not  think  the  expense  of  50  cents 
an  alley  is  charging  these  proprietors  too  much. 
Somebody  has  to  render  a  service.  We  have  our 
Fire  Department,  our  Police  Department,  our 
Water  Department,  and  so  many  agencies  to  take 
care  of  them.  Why  should  bowling  alley  pro- 
prietors be  given  such  a  special  privilege  when 
juke  box  proprietors  are  paying  $2?  Someone 
made  the  comment  that  we  charge  the  Boston 
ball  park  only  $1,000  a  year.  I  think  we  ought 
to  jack  up  our  fees  on  that,  too.  Our  real  estate 
taxes  are  going  up  all  the  time.  We  have  to  find 
new  means  of  revenue,  that  is  all  there  is  to  it. 
You  cannot  let  special  privileges  go  out  when  we 
can  have  special  taxation.  Your  tax  rate  is  going 
up  on  real  estate  values.  We  have  to  have  some 
revenue  help.  If  this  means  getting  it,  I  am  in 
favor  of  compromising  with  his  Honor  the  Mayor. 
He  wants  $1  an  alley.  Let  us  try  50  cents  an 
alley.  I  am  sure  your  bowling  alley  proprietors 
will  not  object,  if  we  give  them  an  opportunity  of 
making  $66  on  Sunday  which  they  are  not  making 
now.  They  are  not  going  to  object  to  paying 
$2.50  to  the  city.     We  need  the  revenue. 

Coun.  COFFEY— Mr.  President,  talking  on  the 
motion,  I  want  to  speak  briefly  on  this.  You  men- 
tion the  juke  box.  There  is  no  expense  to  a  juke 
box  whatever.  If  there  is  $20  taken  in  that  box 
on  a  Sunday,  they  are  going  to  make  a  profit  of 
$18.  In  a  bowling  alley,  it  is  not  all  profit.  You 
have  a  big  overhead.  You  have  light,  heat  and 
rent.  Do  not  forget  the  pin  boys.  They  get  a 
nickel  a  string.  The  Huntington  Avenue  Bowling 
Alleys  which  contain  60  alleys  in  the  Back  Bay 
section  of  Boston  would  pay  over  $1,500  a  year  for 
50  cents  an  alley.  Under  Councilor  Chase's  sug- 
gestion that  is  $500  more  than  they  pay  for  Sunday 
baseball.     Surely  they  are  not  going  to  get  30,000 


NOVEMBER    12,     1946. 


542 


people  bowling  on  Sundays.  If  I  had  my  way,  I 
would  put  it  through  free. 

The  question  came  on  Councilor  Chase's  motion 
to  amend. 

Coun.  KINSELLA— Mr.  President,  I  would  like 
to  say  we  should  not  make  it  difficult  with  fees  to 
let  these  people  do  business.  That  is  as  sensible 
as  charging  public  utilities  for  the  lights  they  use 
on  Sunday.  People  do  not  go  to  the  honky-tonks, 
as  Councilor  Chase  describes  them,  to  play  the 
juke  boxes.  That  is  an  incidental  accompaniment. 
If  they  want  to  pay  for  them,  it  is  extra  money 
that  goes  into  the  coffers  of  the  tavern.  But  we 
have  a  wholesome,  clean  sport  here.  Let  us  turn 
people  to  the  bowling  alleys  rather  than  to  the 
taverns.  We  should  not  be  unmindful,  either, 
that  in  the  winter  time  there  are  plenty  of  un- 
pleasant Sundays.  With  snow,  ice  or  slush  con- 
ditions, people  who  like  to  bowl  mightstay  at  home 
rather  than  go  to  the  alleys.  As  the  weather  gets 
pleasant  in  the  spring  and  summer,  people  turn 
their  thoughts  to  other  means  of  entertainment, 
to  baseball  and  swimming  and  general  summer 
time  recreation.  I  do  not  think  the  bowling 
population  is  so  large  that  it  will  keep  a  place 
with  60  alleys  going  from  one  to  eleven  on  Sunday 
every  Sunday  of  the  year,  and  take  in  $12  every 
ten  hours.  He  says  six  strings  at  20  cents  a 
string  is  $1.20.  That  is  nice  theory.  It  presup- 
poses there  is  a  waiting  line  in  the  back  of  the 
alley  to  replace  a  bowler  or  group  of  bowlers  who 
have  finished.  That  is  a  condition  that  rarely 
exists.  I  think  the  fee  already  agreed  upon  in  the 
Executive  Committee  is  fair  and  right.  The  rights 
of  the  citizen  are  protected.  Nothing  is  being 
given  away.  It  is  not  making  it  difficult  for  the 
operators  of  fairly  prosperous  alleys  to  meet  the 
fee.  I  believe  we  ought  to  go  along  with  the  com- 
mittee's report  and  accept  the  charge  of  $5  a  year. 

The  question  came  on  the  amendment. 

Coun.  COOK— Mr.  President,  I  would  not 
speak  on  this  motion  except  that  it  is  for  the  record. 
I  would  like  to  point  out  for  the  benefit  of  the 
councilor  who  wants  50  cents  or  $1  an  alley  per 
week,  this  fee  is  not  a  revenue- raising  fee.  As  a 
matter  of  fact,  if  anybody  in  the  City  of  Boston 
paid  a  fee  for  a  special  privilege  on  Sunday  and 
thought  it  was  excessive,  to  the  extent  it  exceeded 
the  cost  to  the  city  in  allowing  it  to  be  granted,  he 
could  go  to  the  court  and  have  the  fee  reduced  to 
that  minimum.  If  Councilor  Chase  is  looking  for 
more  revenue,  special  privilege  taxes  are  not  a 
revenue-raising  source.  Evidently  the  Legislature 
and  the  people  want  bowling  on  Sunday.  The  city 
accepted  the  Act.  One  member  of  the  council 
is  opposed  to  Sunday  bowling.  If  we  come  to  the 
real  theory  of  a  tax  for  a  privilege  on  Sunday,  it  is 
not  to  raise  revenue  but  it  is  just  to  meet  the 
expenses  of  the  city  in  paying  for  the  grant  of  that 
special  privilege.  If  we  were  to  charge,  we  could 
not  charge  more  than  $100  to  anybody  at  any 
rate.  We  have  67  bowling  establishments.  That 
would  be  $6,700  a  year.  If  we  had  to  put  on 
special  constables  or  inspectors  to  see  that  the 
alleys  that  they  hire  for  Sunday  were  used  we 
would  have  to  hire  somebody  at  $2,000  to  $2,500 
a  year.  There  would  have  to  be  more  than  one. 
The  money  we  take  in  we  would  have  to  pay  out 
for  inspections.  It  is  something  that  the  city 
wants.  It  is  something  the  towns  have.  Towns 
that  have  it  do  not  charge  more  than  that  per 
year.  I  do  not  want  to  get  involved  in  the  ex- 
penses of  running  a  bowling  alley.  I  think  it  is  a 
fair  fee  to  charge  a  man  for  a  special  privilege  for 
Sunday.  We  charge  him  for  Monday  through 
Saturday.  This  matter  of  talking  about  revenue 
is  out  of  order.  It  is  picayune.  If  we  want  to 
raise  money,  tax  the  amount  of  minutes  that  cer- 
tain of  us  in  the  Legislature  talk,  at  a  reasonable 
fee,  and  it  will  lower  the  assessment. 

Coun.  BAYLEY— Mr.  President,  just  briefly  I 
agree  with  the  preceding  speakers.  Our  task 
here  is  to  get  Sunday  bowling  going  so  that  our 
people  may  enjoy  this  Sunday  sport.  If  we  put 
on  a  fee  which  is  excessive,  two  things  can  happen. 
Either  the  bowling  alley  owners  will  close  up  on 
Sunday  or  they  will  open  and  charge  more  than 
they  are  charging  now.  I  do  not  think  it  is  fair 
to  saddle  on  our  constituents  an  increase  in  bowling 
which  may  be  passed  along  to  them.  We  have 
the  power  to  amend  the  fee.  If  we  find  it  is  too 
low,  we  can  amend  it  next  year  and  so  provide 
income.  As  the  distinguished  councilor  from 
Ward  12  (Councilor  Cook)  said,  it  is  not  a  question 
of  whether  we  favor  Sunday  bowling.  Let  us  put 
through  a  reasonable  fee  for  that  bowling  and 
make  it  available  for  our  constituents  so  that  they 


may  go  to  bowl  on  Sunday  and  get  helpful  exercise 
rather' than  hang  around  taverns  and  saloons. 
»Coun.  MADDEN — Mr.  President,  I  would  like 
to  speak  on  the  matter  from  my  personal  experience 
as  one  who  has  a  business  and  operates  on  Sunday. 
When  I  first  started  the  golf  range  they  used  to 
charge  me  $12  a  Sunday.  It  was  not  too  bad. 
We  made  a  dollar  except  for  the  fact  that  there 
were  many  Sundays  when  it  rained.  We  could 
not  get  anything  back.  You  do  not  get  any 
rebate.  You  have  to  have  the  same  help.  Any- 
body who  runs  a  bowling  alley,  a  golf  range  or 
anything  else  and  has  to  depend  on  help  knows 
that  help  is  very  uncertain.  While  the  dis- 
tinguished councilor  from  Ward  4  (Councilor 
Chase)  suggests  something  that  theoretically 
sounds  beautiful,  as  a  practical  matter  those  of  us 
who  have  had  any  experience  in  the  line  of  operating 
on  Sunday  know  well,  to  our  sad  experience,  that 
there  are  certain  hours  in  the  day  when  you  do  not 
take  in  a  penny.  I  have  seen  a  beautiful  Sunday 
afternoon  out  at  Madden's  golf  range  where  we 
have  not  taken  in  5  cents  hour  after  hour. 
Whether  or  not  a  driving  range  or  a  bowling  alley 
takes  in  a  nickel,  they  have  to  take  care  of  their 
help.  They  cannot  say,  "You  do  not  get  paid, 
we  did  not  take  in  any  money."  As  Councilor 
Cook  said,  we  have  no  authority  to  levy  this 
assessment  or  fee  as  an  income-raising  proposition. 
It  is  just  to  offset  the  cost.  I  would  also  like  to 
suggest  to  the  Council  that  theaters  like  the 
Metropolitan,  which  have  thousands  of  people  in 
there  hour  after  hour,  pay  only  $12.  It  seems 
ridiculous  to  charge  somebody  two  or  three  times 
that  where  they  would  not  have  anywhere  near 
tthat  much  business. 

The  question  came  on  Councilor  Chase's 
amendment. 

Coun.  CHASE— Mr.  President,  I  wish  to 
reiterate,  sir,  that  in  granting  a  special  license  to 
bowling  alley  proprietors  you  are  giving  the  pro- 
prietor something  which  will  necessitate  that  the 
city  furnish  a  special  service.  Our  Police  Depart- 
ment will  be  called  upon  on  many  occasions  to  go 
into  bowling  alleys  and  police  them.  I  submit 
that  that  will  be  at  a  cost  of  more  than  10  cents 
per  alley.  The  more  enterprises  you  have  going 
on  in  the  city,  the  more  additional  policemen  are 
required  on  the  Police  Force.  And  the  more 
hazardous  it  is  for  the  Fire  Department,  the  more 
activities  you  have,  the  more  fires  you  have.  The 
result  will  be  a  need  for  more  firemen.  I  do  not 
think  that  50  cents  an  alley  is  too  much.  I 
remember  when  I  was  clerk  of  the  Committee 
on  Mercantile  Affairs  in  the  Legislature  five  years 
ago.  I  recall  when  Mason  Sears,  the  Senate 
Chairman  of  my  Committee  on  Mercantile  Affairs, 
came  to  the  conclusion,  after  hearing  the  bowling 
alley  proprietors'  case  in  its  entirety,  that  we 
would  recommend  Sunday  bowling  and  also  we 
would  recommend  a  special  fee  of  approximately 
$2.50  an  alley.  Those  recommendations  were  only 
after  due  interrogation  of  the  bowling  alley  pro- 
prietors. I  remember  the  president  of  the  Bowl- 
ing Alley  Association  appeared  before  us.  I  was 
one  of  the  committee  members  who  propounded 
the  question,  "Are  you  willing  to  pay  a  certain 
amount  per  Sunday?"  He  said,  "Gladly."  I 
assure  you  it  was  not  10  cents  an  alley.  It 
amounted  to  at  least  $2.50  an  alley.  Now,  sir, 
I  am  going  to  explain  to  you  why  the  Massachu- 
setts Legislature  some  five  years  ago  decided  to 
vote  against  Sunday  bowling.  Our  Committee 
on  Mercantile  Affairs  reported  this  bill  out. 
Mason  Sears  was  the  Senate  Chairman  of  that 
committee.  Harry  Kalus,  who  is  now  the  Gov- 
ernor's secretary,  was  put  in  charge  of  the  bill. 
On  the  very  day  it  was  put  on  the  calendar,  with 
our  recommendation  of  unanimous  approval, 
there  were  vicious  rumors  throughout  the  House 
that  a  certain  slush  fund  was  being  made  up  by 
the  bowling  alley  proprietors,  and  it  amounted 
to  thousands  of  dollars.  They  were  charging  that 
among  the  members  of  the  House  certain  members 
of  the  Legislature  were  being  paid.  Those  rumors 
were  so  prominent  that  the  Committee  on  Mer- 
cantile Affairs,  under  the  leadership  of  Mason 
Sears  and  Harry  Kalus,  came  together  and  after 
due  deliberation  decided  to  reverse  their  report 
and  to  recommend  that  the  bill  be  killed.  They 
said  at  that  time  that  they  were  changing  their 
report  because  of  certain  things  that  had  hap- 
pened. That  is  the  story  of  Sunday  bowling 
five  years  ago.  I  am  giving  that  to  you  mem- 
bers of  the  Council  to  make  you  realize  that  the 
bowling  alley  proprietors  are  willing  to  pay  more 
than  10  cents  per  alley  because  they  so  told  the 
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members  of  the  Legislature  authorized  to  act  on 
the  bill  that  they  were  ready  and  willing  to  pay 
50  eents  per  alley.  » 

Conn.  COOK— Mr.  President,  will  (he  gentle- 
man yield  for  a  question?  What  happened  to 
the  slush  fund  rumor  this  year  when  the  Legislature 
passed  Sunday  bowling? 

Coun.  CHASE — I  did  not  hear  any  slush  fund 
rumor  this  year.  I  am  telling  you  something  that 
happened  five  years  ago  when  I  was  clerk  of  the 
Committee  on  Mercantile  Affairs.  The  committee 
unanimously  reported  out  this  bowling  proposi- 
tion. The  committee  reversed  its  position  and 
voted  against  recommending  the  plan  in  the  House 
calendar.  They  asked  them  to  vote  against  it. 
I  know  the  pressure  the  bowling  alley  proprietors 
directly  and  indirectly  brought  upon  this  matter 
in  the  past. 

Coun.  LINEHAN — Will  the  gentleman  yield  for 
a  question,  Mr.  President? 

Coun.  CHASE — I  do  not  care  to  yield. 

Coun.  KINSELLA — Mr.  President,  a  point  of 
order.  We  have  already  given  positive  acceptance 
to  a  positive  act  of  the  Legislature.  The  supple- 
mentary action  here  is  the  establishment  of  a  fee. 
I  am  going  to  ask  the  Chair  to  rule  that  all  refer- 
ences to  past  negative  action  of  the  Legislature 
taken  because  of  talk  of  graft  and  so  forth  be  elim- 
inated either  voluntarily  by  the  councilor  or  by  a 
ruling  of  the  Chair. 

President  KELLY — The  Chair  will  rule  that  any 
further  discussion  of  what  took  place  in  the  Legis- 
lature is  out  of  order.    Continue,  Councilor  Chase. 

Coun.  CHASE — Mr.  President,  I  have  recited 
to  the  members  of  the  Council  what  I  actually 
heard.  I  know  your  bowling  alley  operators  will 
not  strenuously  object  to  50  cents  per  alley  as  a 
bowling  fee  because  they  have  indicated  it  to  me 
in  my  official  capacity  as  a  State  Representative 
that  they  were  willing  to  pay  a  much  larger  fee. 
Now,  sir,  I  again  reiterate  that  we  cannot  expect 
real  estate  to  be  standing  the  burden  of  taxation. 
We  have  to  find  ways  and  means  of  getting  new 
revenue  to  stand  the  cost  of  municipal  service. 
Extra  bowling  alleys  on  Sunday  will  require  special 
police  and  possibly  attention  from  the  Fire  Depart- 
ment and  other  municipal  agencies  within  our 
control.  The  cost  at  10  eents  an  alley  will  be  in- 
sufficient for  the  cost  we  are  forced  to  undertake 
to  render  these  services. 

Coun.  MADDEN — Mr.  President,  will  the  gen- 
tleman yield  for  a  question? 

Coun.  CHASE — No.  I  maintain,  sir,  that  we 
should  at  least  compromise  with  his  Honor  the 
Mayor,  who  wishes  to  charge  81  per  alley  and 
charge  a  fee  of  50  cents  an  alley,  and  let  us  see  how 
it  is  going  to  work. 

Coun.  SCANNELL— Mr.  President,  a  point  of 
information.  Through  the  Chair,  I  would  like  to 
ask  Councilor  Chase  one  question. 

President  KELLY — Will  you  answer  a  question? 

Coun.  CHASE— I  would  be  glad  to. 

Coun.  SCANNELL — Did  you  as  a  member  of 
the  Legislature  vote  for  Sunday  bowling  for 
Boston? 

Coun.  CHASE — As  a  member  of  the  Legislature, 
I  voted  for  Sunday  bowling 

Coun.  SCANNELL— That  is  all. 

President  KELLY — I  think  that  answers  the 
question. 

Coun.  CHASE— Mr.  President,  the  act  of  the 
Legislature  was  merely  an  authorizing  act  giving 
the  various  towns  and  municipalities  throughout 
the  Commonwealth  the  right  to  accept  or  turn 
down  the  bowling.  The  Legislature  extended  to 
you  the  privilege  to  grant  the  City  of  Boston 
Sunday  bowling  if  you  saw  fit.  We  did  not 
authorize  the  City  of  Boston  to  give  its  citizens 
Sunday  bowling.  We  authorized  the  members  of 
the  Council. 

Coun.  SCANNELL— Mr.  President. 

President  KELLY — For  what  purpose  does  the 
gentleman  rise? 

Coun.  SCANNELL — I  think  my  question  was 
answered. 

Coun.  CHASE — Now,  Mr.  President,  I  feel 
very  strongly  about  this  matter.  There  are  sixty 
bowling  alleys  in  the  largest  bowling  house  in  the 
City  of  Boston,  if  not  in  New  England,  and  it  is 
in  my  domain.  It  is  in  Mr.  Cohen's  property. 
You  know  he  is  the  gentleman  who  received 
SI 00,000  abatement.  He  was  going  to  sell  the 
city  his  sidewalk  for  $35,000.  Well,  those  sixty 
alleys  are  in  Mr.  Cohen's  property.  That  is 
merely  incidental.  It  has  no  bearing  on  the 
proposition  before  us.  If  anybody  is  interested  in 
bowling,  I  should  be.     The  largest  bowling  house 


is  in  my  district.  If  the  constituency  want  to 
take  it  out  on  me  because  I  want  to  give  50  cents 
an  alley  to  the  treasury  of  the  City  of  Boston,  I 
am  the  one  who  is  going  to  stand  the  burden. 
I  have  the  largest  bowling  alley  house  in  the 
City  of  Boston.  But  I  say  to  you,  sir,  the  bowling 
alley  proprietors  will  be  glad  to  pay  that  if  they 
can  get  the  special  privilege.  They  will  be  glad 
to  pay  more  to  get  the  special  privilege.  Why 
we  should  give  them  a  special  privilege  for  10 
cents  an  alley  is  beyond  me.  I  know  that  the 
cost  in  municipal  service  which  we  will  be  required 
to  furnish  them  every  Sunday  will  far  exceed  10 
cents  per  alley. 

Coun.  KINSELLA — I  do  not  want  to  let  go 
unchallenged,  Mr.  President,  the  statement  that 
he  made  that  bowling  alleys  will  require  more 
police  supervision  because  the  people  I  know, 
the  men  and  women  who  patronize  bowling 
alleys,  as  a  means  of  recreation  or  healthful 
exercise,  are  not  the  people  who  require  police 
supervision.  I  would  like  to  believe  that  the 
people  I  do  not  know  who  are  also  bowlers  and 
who  have  a  fondness  for  the  game  as  a  sport  or  a 
means  of  heilthful  recreation  will  not  require 
police  supervision.  As  to  the  further  statement 
the  councilor  made  with  reference  to  the  extra 
strain  on  the  Fire  Department,  the  water  service, 
and  so  forth,  I  will  ask  the  councilor  if  he  would 
apply  that  theory  to  the  construction  of  new 
homes  or  new  places  of  a  commercial  nature. 

Coun.  MADDEN— Mr.  President,  I  think  I 
am  as  zealous  in  protecting  the  city  funds  as  is 
Councilor  Chase.  As  to  whether  it  will  become 
necessary  to  have  policemen  police  a  sporting 
event,  which  I  have  not  heard  of  particularly  — 
we  do  not  have  to  have  policemen  on  the  golf 
range,  —  I  would  like  to  ask  the  councilor  if  he 
knows  one  single  instance  in  the  many  taverns 
in  Boston  or  the  booze  camps  where  the  city 
is  put  to  extra  expense  of  paying  for  one  Boston 
police  officer  to  maintain  order.  Does  the  coun- 
cilor know  one  single  tavern  or  booze  camp  in  the 
City  of  Boston  where  the  city  is  put  to  the  ex- 
pense of  maintaining  law  and  order  on  Sunday 
or  any  other  day? 

Coun.  CHASE— Mr.  President,  I  know  of  & 
number  of  booze  joints  as  the  gentleman  says, 
right  in  the  Back  Bay  that  require  intervention 
by  the  police  of  Station  16.  I  have  seen  many 
of  them  called  out. 

Coun.  KINSELLA— Mr.  President,  a  point  of 
information. 

President  KELLY — Do  you  yield  for  a  point  of 
information? 

Coun.  CHASE — I  was  answering  the  gentleman 
from  Allston. 

Coun.  KINSELLA — Mr.  President,  I  was  only 
going  to  ask  if  he  means  Ward  4  or  5  or  both? 

Coun.  CHASE — Mr.  President,  I  have  seen  the 
police  in  Wards  3,  4  and  5  and  many  other  wards 
in  the  city  enter  liquor  establishments  for  the 
purpose  of  preserving  law  and  order.  I  think 
that  answers  the  question. 

Coun.  LINEHAN — Mr.  President,  I  am  sorry 
to  say  we  are  using  up  so  much  time  of  the  Council, 
Being  a  former  member  of  the  House  of  Rep- 
resentatives, I  can  remember  on  many  occasions, 
as  in  the  City  Council,  whenever  there  is_  any 
matter  which  pertains  to  the  running  of  business, 
I  have  yet  to  see  it  fail  when  there  was  not  talk  of 
money  being  passed.  I  was  a  member  of  the  Coun- 
cil and  a  member  of  the  House  of  Representatives. 
It  never  bothered  me  in  voting  for  a  measure 
because  I  heard  there  might  be  some  money 
passed.  That  goes  particularly  for  the  House  of 
Representatives.  When  I  was  a  member  up 
there,  we  were  told  we  could  be  bought  for  a 
pound  of  tea.  Sometimes  we  would  vote  for 
certain  matters  even  though  we  were  told  some 
money  was  being  passed.  It  is  not  a  question  of 
money  being  passed.  The  question  is  bowling 
on  Sunday  by  the  people  of  Boston.  The  next 
question  is,  if  we  tax  it  too  high,  will  we  have 
bowling  in  Boston?  Some  of  us  like  to  bowl  in 
Boston.  I  am  one  of  the  many  members  who  likes 
to  bowl.  I  think  I  am  voicing  the  sentiments  of 
probably  every  young  fellow  today  who  likes  to 
bowl.  I  think  that  is  the  deciding  question. 
If  we  tax  them  too  much,  as  his  Honor  the  Mayor 
suggested,  it  is  likely  we  will  not  have  some  of 
the  bowling  alleys  open.  They  might  not  open 
because  they  may  not  be  able  to  pay  the  tariff. 
If  you  have  a  lot  of  alleys,  you  might  be  able  to 
take  a  chance  and  gamble  by  opening  up.  If 
you  do  not  make  a  go  of  it,  you  close  up.  I  want 
to  see  the  alleys  opened  up.     I  want  to  see  the 
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kids  bowling.  I  do  not  want  to  see  them  on  the 
street  corners  shooting  dice.  I  want  them  to  go 
inside  and  indulge  in  a  healthy  recreation  such  as 
bowling.  I  do  not  want  to  be  one  member  of  the 
Council  to  put  on  a  high  tariff  in  regard  to  taxing 
the  bowling  people.  As  a  matter  of  fact,  I  am  not 
voting  for  the  interest  of  the  bowling  people.  I 
am  voting,  I  think,  for  the  benefit  of  all  the  people 
who  are  going  to  enjoy  themselves  when  they  go 
bowling  on  Sundays  in  these  alleys  owned  by 
private  citizens. 

The  question  came  on  Councilor  Chase's  amend- 
ment, and  the  amendment  was  defeated.  Coun- 
cilor Chase  doubted  the  vote  and  asked  for  a  roll 
call,  but  enough  councilors  did  not  join  him. 
The  question  came  on  the  adoption  of  the  ordi- 
nance, and  the  ordinance  was  passed,  Councilor 
Bryan  voting  no. 

President  KELLY — Petitions  have  been  re- 
ceived for  Sunday  bowling.  The  clerk  will  read 
them. 


PETITIONS   RECEIVED   FOR   SUNDAY 
BOWLING. 

The  clerk  read  the  list  of  petitions  received  for 
Sunday  bowling  as  follows: 

Mary  Rocco,  289  Adams  street,  Dorchester ; 
Edward  H.  Margolis,  255  Huntington  avenue; 
Amos  E.  Cowan,  200  Huntington  avenue;  Pasquale 
Rubbicco,  448  West  Broadway,  South  Boston; 
Joseph  Rubbino,  707  Columbia  road,  Dorchester; 
Norman  Norris,  700  Morton  street,  Dorchester; 
Kenmore  Recreation,  Inc.,  82  Lansdowne  street; 
Arthur  Iorio,  702A  Centre  street,  Jamaica  Plain; 
Arthur  Iorio,  3182-3188  Washington  street, 
Jamaica  Plain;  Arthur  Iorio,  403  Centre  street, 
Jamaica  Plain;  Joseph  Grant,  26  Tabor  street; 
Joseph  Grant,  1105  Commonwealth  avenue; 
Joseph  Grant,  669  Atlantic  avenue;  Abraham 
Feingold,  160  Brighton  avenue,  Allston;  Gene 
DeMarco,  222$  Friend  street;  Antonio  Botta, 
107  Cambridge  street;  Harry  Hamparian,  649 
Washington  street;  Thomas  A.  Sweeney,  983 
Bennington  street,  East  Boston;  Frank  Magaletta, 
2  Maverick  square;  Samuel  Epstein,  6  Livingstone 
street;  Domenick  Rubbicco,  4264  Washington 
street,  Roslindale;  Joseph  Grant,  2235  Washington 
street;  Joseph  Oren,  1348  Blue  Hill  avenue, 
Mattapan. 

President  KELLY — I  am  informed  by  the  City 
Clerk  that  if  the  members  of  the  Council  want  to 
act  on  any  petition  now,  they  can.  If  not,  I  am 
going  to  refer  all  the  petitions  to  the  Committee 
on  Licenses,  which  means  that  bowling  will  not  be 
in  effect  for  these  gentlemen  on  next  Sunday. 

Coun.  FISH — Mr.  President,  does  our  passage 
this  afternoon  have  to  be  approved  by  the  Mayor? 

President  KELLY — I  am  informed  that  the 
ordinance  has  to  be  signed  by  his  Honor  the  Mayor. 
If  we  pass  on  these  petitions  this  afternoon,  they 
will  go  into  effect  after  his  Honor  the  Mayor  has 
signed  the  ordinance. 

Coun.  RUSSO — Mr.  President,  we  just  accepted 
the  ordinance.  I  imagine  it  has  to  have  the  Mayor's 
signature  on  it.  I  feel  that  they  ought  to  be  sent 
to  the  proper  committee,  the  Committee  on 
Licenses,  so  that  we  in  the  future,  when  we  have 
other  applications  brought  before  the  Council, 
will  have  them  sent  to  the  same  committee  for 
hearing.  I  feel  the  proper  committee  is  the  Com- 
mittee on  Licenses.  They  should  be  sent  to  that 
committee.  I  therefore  move  they  be  sent  to  that 
committee. 

President  KELLY— The  Chair  will  await  the 
action  of  the  Council. 

Coun.  RUSSO — Mr.  President,  I  move  they  be 
sent  to  the  Committee  on  Licenses. 

Coun.  FISH — Mr.  President,  talking  on  the 
motion,  since  you  told  me,  Mr.  President,  that  we 
acted  on  this  today,  then  the  Mayor's  signature 
would  put  it  into  effect  tomorrow. 

President  KELLY— That  is  right. 

Coun.  FISH — May  I  ask  now  what  order 
would  be  a  proper  order  to  bring  in  here  so  that 
we  can  get  it  acted  on  today,  so  that  these  gentle- 
men can  go  into  business?  We  should  not  deprive 
them  of  going  into  business  any  longer  than  is 
necessary. 

President  KELLY — There  is  a  motion  now 
before  us  to  refer  them  all  to  the  Committee  on 
Licenses. 

Coun.  FISH — My  purpose  is  to  know  what 
order  is  necessary  to  have  it  acted  on  here. 


President  KELLY — You  would  have  to  vote 
on  this  motion  first  and  then  act  on  whatever 
motion  is  made. 

Coun.  FISH — To  reject  its  going  into  the 
Licensing  Committee  and  have  it  acted  on  here. 

Coun.  LINEHAN — Mr.  President,  can't  we 
move,  for  example,  if  we  want  bowling  alleys  in 
our  wards,  if  we  want  them  going  into  the  bowling 
alley  business  on  Sunday  next,  then  I  would  like 
to  move  it  be  acted  on  now  in  my  ward. 

President  KELLY — The  reason  the  Chair  made 
the  statement  was  I  realize  there  are  22  members 
of  the  Council.  I  thought  where  the  alleys  were 
in  the  various  sections  of  Boston  a  councilor 
might  feel  the  same  way  as  you  do.  That  is  why 
I  made  the  statement.  We  have  a  motion  to 
refer  all  these  petitions  to  the  Committee  on 
Licenses.  Talking  on  the  motion,  Councilor 
Sullivan. 

Coun.  SULLIVAN— Mr.  President,  I  hope 
Councilor  Russo's  motion  prevails,  and  all  these 
petitions  go  to  the  Committee  on  Licenses.  I  per- 
sonally feel  that  these  licenses  should  not  have 
come  in  here  today.  This  has  been  pending  now 
for  some  time.  As  one  councilor  brought  out, 
he  remembered  the  situation  five  years  ago.  I  do 
not  believe  one  more  week  is  going  to  make  much 
difference.  I  am  one  who  does  not  believe  in 
taking  its  duties  away  from  any  committee,  even 
under  the  circumstances  that  face  us  here  today. 
I  think  these  licenses  here  should  have  waited  at 
least  another  week  before  coming  into  the  Body. 
I  am  sick  and  tired  of  having  this  Body  make  a 
fool  of  itself.  We  did  not  accept  this  ordinance 
that  the  Mayor  has  submitted.  We  have  put  in 
a  substitute  ordinance.  We  do  not  know  if  the 
Mayor  is  going  to  accept  it.  I  think  that  we 
should  wait  for  another  week  and  see  if  the  Mayor 
will  sign  the  ordinance  that  was  substituted  and 
passed  here  today.  If  he  signs  it,  then  the  Com- 
mittee on  Licenses  can  again  some  day  this  week 
bring  in  the  reports  on  the  various  ones  which 
they  desire  should  be  passed  on  at  the  next  meeting 
on  Monday. 

Coun.  COOK— Mr.  President,  I  would  like  to 
point  out  I  am  not  arguing  the  merits  or  demerits 
of  this.  The  Committee  on  Ordinances,  within  a 
week  after  you  accepted  Sunday  bowling,  brought 
back  a  report,  and  it  has  been  passed  by  the 
Council. 

Coun.  SCANNELL — Mr.  President,  as  chair- 
man of  the  Committee  on  Licenses,  this  was  sub- 
mitted to  the  Committee  on  Licenses.  The  com- 
mittee has  seen  fit  to  permit  the  City  Council  to 
accept  the  action  of  the  Legislature  on  Sunday 
bowling  in  Boston.  Then  it  was  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  Ordinances.  Before  that,  the  Com- 
mittee on  Ordinances  had  a  hearing  on  it.  They 
were  in  favor  of  bringing  it  here.  For  the  past  three 
or  four  weeks,  we  have  had  bowling,  bowling, 
bowling.  You  are  not  going  to  get  any  further  as 
far  as  I  am  concerned  and  as  far  as  my  committee 
is  concerned.  They  want  Sunday  bowling  in 
Boston.  I  do  not  think  another  week  will  do  any 
good.  You  are  going  to  report  it  back  next  week 
anyway. 

Coun.  BRYAN — Mr.  President,  as  one  who 
voted  against  Sunday  bowling,  I  hope  this  will  go 
to  the  Committee  on  Licenses.  I  hope  every 
councilor  will  know  who  is  going  to  be  granted  the 
Sunday  license  in  his  district  so  that  he  may  in  his 
wisdom,  if  he  feels  it  will  be  detrimental  to  any 
section  of  his  district,  have  a  chance  to  vote  against 
it._  He  can  also  appear  before  the  Licensing  Com- 
mittee to  voice  his  objection.  In  my  ward  they 
are  against  Sunday  bowling.  I  for  one  want  to 
have  the  privilege  of  seeing  who  is  going  to  get  a 
Sunday  license  in  my  ward.  I  want  to  have  an 
opportunity  to  appear  before  the  Licensing  Com- 
mittee so  that  I  may  voice  my  opinion.  I  hope  that 
the  motion  will  pass. 

Coun.  CHASE — Mr.  President,  it  is  very  pe- 
culiar, sir,  that  these  bowling  alley  proprietors  will 
submit  to  the  city  an  application  for  a  license  when 
there  had  been  no  fee  set  up.  Am  I  to  understand, 
Mr.  President,  your  bowling  alley  proprietors  were 
willing  to  pay  any  price  for  a  license  fee  or  is  the 
license  fee  on  their  application  set  for  10  cents? 
Just  how  did  it  take  place?  I  do  not  quite  under- 
stand. Your  bowling  alley  proprietors  have  made 
application  for  a  license.  There  had  been  no 
license  fee  set  up  at  the  time  they  made  applica- 
tion. Did  these  bowling  alley  proprietors  know 
how  much  the  license  fee  was  or  were  they  willing 
to  pay  any  license  fee?  I  think  the  whole  circum- 
stance surrounding  this,  Mr.  President,  warrants 
us  in  laying  the  matter  on  the  table. 
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President  KELLY — There  is  a  motion  to  refer 
this  to  the  Committee  on  Lieenses.  Do  you  under- 
stand you  are  speaking  on  that  motion? 

Coun.  CHASE— Mr.  President,  I  move  that  the 
matter  lie  on  the  table. 

President  KELLY — There  is  no  debate. 
The  motion  to  lay  the  petitions  on  the  table  was 
declared  lost.  Councilor  Chase  doubted  the  vote, 
and  enough  councilors  having  joined  him,  the  clerk 
called  the  roll.  The  motion  was  defeated,  yeas  3, 
nays  14: 

Yeas — Councilors  Bryan,  Chase,  Moriarty — 3. 
Nays — Councilors  Bayley,  Coffey,   Cook,    Fish, 
Hannon,   Hurley,   Keenan,   Kelly,   Kinsella,   Lane, 
Madden,  Russo,  Scannell,  Sullivan — 14. 

President  KELLY — Councilor  Muchnick,  are 
you  voting  "Yes,"  "No"  or  "Present"? 

Coun.  MUCHNICK— Mr.  President,  I  am  just 
not  voting  on  anything  connected  with  Sunday 
bowling. 

President  KELLY — Just  one  minute,  Councilor. 
The  clerk  will  have  to  mark  you  "Present,"  "Yes" 
or  "No." 

Coun.  MUCHNICK— The  clerk  can  mark  any- 
thing he  wishes.  I  wish  to  be  recorded  as  not 
voting  and  not  participating. 

President  KELLY — I  am  trying  to  live  up  to  the 
rules  of  the  Council. 

Coun.  MUCHNICK — If  I  am  not  living  up  to 
the  rules  of  the  Council,  I  suppose  you  can  give 
me  a  demerit  or  something.  I  do  not  care  to  be 
recorded  in  anv  capacity  on  this. 
President  KELLY— All  right. 
Coun.  RUSSO — Mr.  President,  when  I  made  the 
motion  to  refer  to  the  Licensing  Committee,  I  had 
in  mind,  sir,  that  these  will  not  be  the  only  applica- 
tions that  will  appear  before  us  in  the  future. 
There  are  going  to  be  other  applications  that  will 
be  confronting  us.  In  order  not  to  have  any  mis- 
understanding with  any  one,  I  feel  it  ought  to  be 
sent  to  the  proper  committee.  If  we  allow  these 
petitions  to  pass  today  without  sending  them  to  the 
Licensing  Committee,  there  may  be  other  applica- 
tions sent  to  the  committee  in  time  to  come,  and  I 
feel  we  will  not  be  treating  them  all  alike.  That 
is  the  sole  purpose  I  have  in  mind.  We  should 
start  on  the  right  foot.  We  have  a  committee,  the 
proper  committee.  Why  not  send  them  to  the 
proper  committee  and  let  them  report  in  the  fol- 
lowing week?  In  that  manner  the  committee  can 
be  assured  of  receiving  more  information  as  they 
go  along.  Other  councilors  in  turn  will  receive  that 
information.  I  do  not  see  any  harm  in  doing  it 
I  feel  it  would  be  the  right  thing  to  do,  to  start 
in  the  right  way. 

President  KELLY — The  motion  is  on  referring 
the  petitions  to  the  Committee  on  Licenses. 

Coun.  KINSELLA — Mr.  President,  talking  on 
the  motion,  I  would  like  the  attention  of  the 
chairman  of  the  Licensing  Committee.  I  would 
like  to  make  a  motion  that  all  of  those  appli- 
cations now  on  file  be  granted  blanket  approval, 
and  those  that  follow  be  referred  to  the  Committee 
on  Licenses. 

President  KELLY — I  am  sorry,  there  is  a 
motion  before  the  Council  now  to  refer  all  these 
petitions  to  the  Committee  on  Licenses. 

Coun.  KINSELLA — It  has  not  been  acted  on. 
President  KELLY — It  has  not  been  acted  on 
yet. 

Coun.  KINSELLA — My  motion  having  come 
later  would  supersede  it. 

President  KELLY — No,  the  motion  to  commit 
to  the  committee  will  take  precedence  over  your 
motion. 

Coun.  KINSELLA — After  that  is  disposed  of, 
my  motion  is  in  order. 

President  KELLY — You  are  at  liberty  to  make 
another  motion.  The  motion  is  to  commit  to  the 
committee  all  these  petitions. 

Coun.  COFFEY— Mr.  President,  has  the  Com- 
mittee on  Licenses  the  power  to  grant  these 
licenses  or  is  the  City  Clerk  going  to  have  power 
to  grant  the  license? 

President  KELLY — I  am  informed  the  City 
Council  votes  the  license  and  the  City  Clerk  issues 
it. 

Coun.  COFFEY — Mr.  President,  speaking  on 
the  motion,  I  want  to  bring  out  a  statement  that 
the  councilor  from  the  Back  Bay  (Councilor 
Chase)  made  about  these  fellows  coming  in  and 
applying  for  licenses  before  the  Committee  on 
Ordinances  had  set  a  fee.  I  told  the  four  bowling 
alley  proprietors  in  my  town  to  come  over  and 
apply  for  a  license.  Whether  all  four  of  them  did 
or  not,  I  do  not  know.  I  did  tell  them  to  come 
over  a  week  ago  last  Monday.      We,  on  the  floor 


of  this  Council,  accepted  the  act.  I  thought 
there  would  be  a  meeting  during  the  week  and 
without  doubt  an  agreement  would  be  reached  as 
to  the  fee.  They  applied  for  the  license.  If  the 
fee  established  was  excessive,  they  did  not  have 
to  pay  it  or  take  it.  I  want  Sunday  bowling.  I 
want  it  to  open  in  my  town  this  Sunday  if  it  is 
humanly  possible.  I  told  the  Orient  Heights 
Palace  and  the  alleys  are  all  engaged  for  next 
Sunday,  one  of  them  by  a  church  organization. 
I  have  issued  an  assurance  to  the  group  over  there 
that  as  far  as  I  am  concerned,  bowling  would  be 
in  effect  by  next  Sunday.  I  am  going  to  ask  that 
this  motion  now,  to  refer  all  petitions  to  the 
Committee  on  Licenses,  be  rejected,  and  we  act 
on  the  licenses  today —  and  pass  them.  Others  can 
come  in  and  ask  for  a  license  any  day  during  the 
week.  The  Committee  on  Licenses  before  next 
Monday  can  act  on  the  new  applications  and 
report  them  back  a  week  from  today. 

The  question  came  on  referring  the  petitions  to 
the  Committee  on  Licenses. 

Coun.  BRYAN— Mr.  President,  I  would  like  to 
have  the  chairman  of  the  Committee  on  Licenses 
hold  up  any  petitions  that  may  come  in  for  Ward 
20.     I  hope  they  will  not  be  acted  upon. 

President  KELLY — There  are  none  here  today. 
Councilor  Scannell,  will  you  refer  to  the  councilor 
from  Ward  20  (Councilor  Bryan)  when  any 
petition  is  made  for  a  license? 
Coun.  SCANNELL— I  shall. 
President  KELLY— Thank  you. 
Coun.  RUSSO— Mr.  President,  I  wish  to  call  to 
the  minds  of  the  councilors  present  the  fact  that 
we  just  passed  the  ordinance.  The  ordinance 
is  not  the  one  that  the  Mayor  sent  to  us.  It 
has  not  been  signed  as  yet.  I  think  we  will  not 
be  acting  wisely  by  accepting  the  petitions  with- 
out even  knowing  whether  or  not  the  Mayor 
will  sign  the  ordinance.  Not  only  that,  in  order 
not  to  have  any  question  in  the  future,  I  would 
like  to  see  any  bowling  alley  petition  that  comes 
in  before  the  Council  sent  to  its  proper  com- 
mittee in  proper  channels.  That  is  the  only 
reason  why  I  made  that  motion  in  order  to  start 
out  on  the  right  step.  We  may  be  doing  injustice 
to  other  individuals  who  may  come  along  later  on. 
Then  petitions  will  be  referred  to  the  Committee 
on  Licenses.  Why  not  give  them  all  the  same 
privilege  and  let  them  all  go  through  the  same 
channels?  If  we  start  in  that  way,  at  least  it 
will  not  be  said  that  so-and-so  in  our  district 
presented  his  application  and  it  was  put  through 
the  Council  the  3ame  day,  and  "Why  couldn't 
you  put  mine  through  the  same  day?"  Those 
are  the  things  we  ought  to  think  about.  They 
will  be  hitting  us  later  on.  I  see  no  harm  so  far 
as  that  is  concerned,  by  waiting  another  week. 
We  have  accepted  the  Act.  Nobody  is  going 
to  lose  anything  by  it.  Give  us  the  privilege  of 
knowing  that  the  Mayor  has  signed  it.  Then 
we  can  act  upon  it.  I  feel  we  would  be  putting  a 
burden  on  his  Honor  the  Mayor  by  saying  that  we 
accept  the  petitions  without  even  knowing  whether 
or  not  he  is  going  to  sign  this.  I  think  that  is  a  fair 
motion  that  these  be  sent  to  the  Committee  on 
Licenses. 

Coun.  MORIARTY— Mr.  President,  I  wonder 
if  the  clerk  would  clear  up  for  the  enlightenment 
of  the  Body  whether  there  is  or  is  not  a  point  of 
illegality  in  passing  these  today  in  anticipation 
of  the  Mayor's  approval? 

President  KELLY — Just  a  minute.  The  clerk 
will  state  the  Council  has  passed  the  Act  for 
Sunday  bowling  in  Boston.  He  received  appli- 
cations of  the  various  owners  of  the  various  bowl- 
ing alleys  in  the  City  of  Boston.  Now  the  clerk 
states  he  will  not  give  anybody  any  license  until 
his  Honor  the  Mayor  signs  the  ordinance.  It  is 
perfectly  legal  for  us  to  pass  on  the  petitions 
today. 

Coun.  MORIARTY— Mr.  President,  it  seems 
there  is  a  degree  of  illegality  when  the  Mayor 
has  not  as  yet  received  the  new  ordinance  so 
that  we  have  no  authority  whatsoever  to  pass 
any  of  the  licenses  here  today. 

President  KELLY — I  am  informed  by  the 
clerk  that  the  Mayor  will  sign  the  ordinance 
before  any  petitions  are  presented  to  him. 

The  question  came  on  referring  all  the  peti- 
tions to  the  Committee  on  Licenses.  The  motion 
was  declared  carried.  Councilor  Coffey  doubted 
the  vote  and  asked  for  a  roll  call.  A  sufficient 
number  of  councilors  having  joined  Councilor 
Coffey,  the  clerk  called  the  roll.  The  motion  was 
defeated,  yeas  7,  nays  9: 
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Yeas — Councilors  Bayley,  Bryan,  Cantwell, 
Cook,  Moriarty,  Russo,  Sullivan — 7. 

Nays — Councilors  Coffey,  Fish,  Hurley,  Keenan, 
Kelly,  Kinsella,  Lane,  Madden,  Scannell — 9. 

President  KELLY — The  Chair  will  instruct  the 
clerk  to  mark  Councilor  Muchnick  as  voting 
"Present." 

Coun.  MUCHNICK— The  Chair  can  instruct 
the  clerk  in  any  fashion  he  wishes.  I  wish  to  be 
recorded  as  not  voting. 

President  KELLY — Councilor  Muchnick,  all  I 
am  doing  is  trying  to  enforce  the  rules  of  the 
Council.  The  rule  of  the  Council  is  that  all  the 
members  on  a  roll  call  vote  will  vote  "Yes," 
"No,"  or  "Present."  You  know  what  the  rules 
of  the  Council  are.  All  I  am  doing  is  trying  to 
uphold  the  rules  of  the  Council. 

Coun.  KINSELLA — Mr.  President,  I  now  move 
confirmation  of  those  existing  applications,  subject 
to  the  Mayor's  approval,  but  all  further  applica- 
tions to  go  through  the  Committee  on  Licenses. 

Coun.  SULLIVAN — Mr.  President,  when  these 
petitions  were  filed  with  the  City  Clerk,  were  they 
filed  with  the  $1.  per  alley  per  week  stipulation, 
or  under  what  conditions  were  they  filed? 

President  KELLY — I  am  informed  they  were 
filed  subject  to  what  took  place  in  the  City  Coun- 
cil, and  the  clerk  tells  me  their  attitude  was  if  the 
fee  was  too  high,  they  would  not  take  the  license 
out. 

Coun.  SULLIVAN— Mr.  President,  up  until 
today — only  a  few  minutes  ago — it  was  believed 
there  was  going  to  be  a  fee  of  $5  per  alley  per  year. 
Did  someone  have  any  advance  information? 
When  the  public  hearing  was  held  here,  they 
would  not  pay  $1  per  alley  per  Sunday.  Did  they 
have  any  advance  information? 

President  KELLY — I  understand  from  the 
clerk  some  of  them  understood  they  were  going  to 
pay  $5  an  alley. 

Coun.  SULLIVAN — I  am  going  to  ask  that  all 
licenses  in  Ward  9  be  held  up  if  they  have  had 
additional  advance  information  that  I  did  not  get 
until  today.  If  outsiders  can  get  advance  in- 
formation, I  think  it  is  about  time  we  all  quit. 

Coun.  KINSELLA— Mr.  President,  I  would 
like  to  amend  the  motion.  I  would  like  to  say, 
subject  to  the  approval  of  the  councilors  in  the 
various  wards,  all  those  licenses  be  approved 
today  upon  final  approval  of  the  Mayor's  office 
and  that  all  future  licenses  go  to  the  Committee  on 
Licenses. 

President  KELLY — What  is  that  amendment? 
Coun.  KINSELLA— Only  that  the  wishes  of 
these  local  councilors,  in  this  particular  matter, 
be  regarded,  and  that  all  others  to  which  no 
councilor  objects  at  this  moment  be  approved, 
subject  to  the  approval  and  signature  of  the 
Mayor  of  the  ordinance  itself. 

The  question  came  on  approval  of  the  various 
petitions,  with  the  exception  of  that  of  Joseph 
Grant,  2235  Washington  street. 

Coun.  CHASE — Mr.  President,  I  am  at  a  loss 
to  understand  how  these  petitioners  were  willing 
to  take  a  chance  to  pay  a  license  fee  irrespective  of 
what  it  might  be.  I  wonder  if  it  would  not  be  a 
wise  thing  to  lay  the  matter  on  the  table  and  con- 
sult the  Law  Department  on  whether  or  not  they 
can  make  an  application  under  the  circumstances. 
There  was  no  law  in  existence  when  they  made 
their  application  —  that  is,  a  law  pertaining  to  a 
license  fee.  I  do  not  think  it  is  advisable  for  the 
Council  to  act  so  hastily  on  behalf  of  the  peti- 
tioners. I  think  the  entire  circumstances  sur- 
rounding the  petitions  are  peculiar  inasmuch  as 
these  bowling  alley  proprietors  were  willing  to 
take  a  chance  irrespective  of  what  the  fee  was  go- 
ing to  be.  I  as  a  councilor,  sir,  had  no  idea  what 
the  ultimate  vote  of  the  City  Council  would  be. 
Neither  did  any  other  member  apparently  have 
any  idea.  Yet  strangers  to  your  municipal  gov- 
ernment were  willing  to  file  petitions  to  pay  ap- 
parently as  high  as  1S1  per  alley  when  the  Council 
chooses  to  give  them  a  10-cent  fee.  This  whole 
thing  is  bad.  I  do  not  like  the  looks  of  it.  I 
think  it  is  advisable  for  us  to  lay  it  on  the  table 
until  some  later  date.  In  the  meantime,  we  can 
ascertain  more  about  the  matter. 

President  KELLY — The  motion  is  out  of  order. 
You  have  already  made  a  motion  to  lay  on  the 
table  and  it  was  defeated. 

Coun.  KINSELLA— Mr.  President,  I  would  like 
to  offer  an  opinion  on  some  of  Councilor  Chase's 
remarks.  We  were  assured  a  few  minutes  ago  by 
no  less  a  person  than  the  City  Clerk,  whose  word 
here  has  always  been  respected,  that  some  of  these 


applicants  indicated  that  they  would  not  be  inter- 
ested in  a  fee  in  excess  of  $5.  No  assurances  were 
offered  by  the  clerk  or  anyone  else  that  their  ap- 
plications were  out  of  order.  They  were  all  told 
they  would  be  subject  to  the  action  taken  up  here 
today  which,  as  Councilor  Chase  well  says,  appears 
to  be  a  spontaneous  action  and  not  by  any  prior 
arrangement.  The  clerk  is  a  member  of  the  Body 
in  the  sense  that  he  is  one  of  us.  We  can  respect 
his  word.  I  think  that  the  applications  were  ac- 
cepted in  good  faith  subject  to  the  conditions 
which  he  made  known  to  the  various  applicants. 
I  would  like  to  ask  the  clerk,  through  the  Chair, 
Mr.  President,  what  is  the  oldest  and  newest  date 
on  that  list  of  applications? 

President  KELLY — I  understand  all  these  ap- 
plications were  filed  this  morning  with  the  City 
Clerk. 

Coun.  KINSELLA— All  of  them? 
President  KELLY— That  is  right. 
Coun.  CHASE — Is  there  any  petition  there 
from  my  district?  Mr.  President,  you  have  two 
petitions  from  my  district.  Far  be  it  from  me  to 
hold  up  these  petitions  if  the  Council  in  its  wis- 
dom feels  they  should  be  granted,  but  I,  sir,  shall 
vote  against  it  entirely,  every  petition  before  the 
Body.  I  do  not  think,  Mr.  President,  that  we 
are  doing  things  in  order  in  rushing  matters  like 
this.  To  be  frank  with  you,  I  am  a  little  bewil- 
dered by  the  entire  transaction  and  because  of  that 
bewilderment  —  and  I  know  there  are  other  coun- 
cilors wondering  what  it  is  all  about  —  I  see  no 
great  haste  in  voting  on  these  matters.  These 
matters  will  admit  of  delay.  There  is  no  reason 
why  they  could  not  stay  on  the  table  until  further 
knowledge  is  given  to  the  members  of  the  Council. 
I  think  if  some  of  the  members  of  the  Council  saw 
fit  to  inquire  into  the  cost  of  maintaining  bowling 
alleys,  as  far  as  the  city  is  concerned,  they  would 
be  justified  in  changing  their  vote  and  asking  for 
a  larger  license  fee. 

Coun.  COOK — Mr.  President,  will  the  councilor 
confine  his  remarks  to  the  motion? 

President  KELLY — We  are  talking  on  the 
motion  to  pass  these  petitions,  with  the  exception 
of  Joseph  Grant,  2235  Washington  street.  Kindly 
confine  your  remarks  to  the  motion. 

Coun.  CHASE — Mr.  President,  I  still  am  of  the 
opinion  on  the  cost  of  municipal  services  that  I 
am  talking  in  order.  I  still  maintain,  sir,  that  a 
10-cent  per  alley  fee  is  a  ridiculously  low  figure 
to  be  charging. 

President  KELLY — Let  me  state  this.  I  have 
been  very  lenient  up  here  today  with  you.  I  do 
not  want  to  rule  you  out  of  order.  You  have 
gone  through  that  on  three  different  occasions  on 
the  floor.  You  have  to  confine  your  remarks  to 
the  petitions  before  us.  I  will  have  to  rule  you 
out  of  order  if  you  still  continue  to  talk  on  that 
subject.    . 

Coun.  CHASE— Mr.  President,  frankly  I  think 
this  whole  matter  stinks.  I  am  going  to  vote 
against  every  petition. 

Coun.  SCANNELL— Mr.  President,  from  the 
remarks  of  the  councilor  from  Ward  4  (Councilor 
Chase),  it  seems  to  me  that  anything  in  this  City 
Council  that  comes  before  the  members  of  the 
Body  and  does  not  seem  agreeable  to  him  stinks. 
That  is  true  of  abatements  or  anything  else  that 
the  Mayor  of  Boston  sends  up  here  from  down- 
stairs. But  when  the  man  from  Ward  4  wants  to 
vote  in  the  Legislature  to  give  the  people  of  the 
City  of  Boston  a  chance  for  Sunday  bowlingi  I 
am  sick  and  tired  of  hearing  that  things  stink  in 
this  Body.  It  is  not  fair.  It  is  not  fair  to  the 
members  of  the  Body.  If  he  has  anything  to  say 
about  any  member  of  the  Body,  let  him  get  up 
and  put  the  finger  on  them. 

Coun.  COOK — Mr.  President,  I  want  to  make 
this  statement  prefacing  my  vote.  It  is  rarely 
that  I  go  along  with  the  councilor  from  Ward  4 
(Councilor  Chase).  I  am  going  to  vote  against 
all  the  petitions,  not  on  the  basis  that  there  is 
anything  wrong  because  I  think  that  the  people 
who  filed  the  petitions  did  so  in  good  faith.  I 
think,  however,  as  a  matter  of  orderly  procedure, 
the  way  the  bowling  bill  was  explained  in  the 
public  hearing,  that  the  public  has  a  right  to 
expect  that,  when  petitions  are  filed,  they  will  go 
through  the  Council  in  an  orderly  manner,  which 
to  my  mind  is  to  give  them  to  the  Committee  on 
Licenses,  who  will  give  the  councilor  from  the  dis- 
trict where  the  petition  is  filed  a  chance  to  be 
heard,  and  the  people  there  if  they  so  desire.  Then 
they  can  be  brought  out  on  the  floor  of  the  Council. 
For  that  reason  I  think  that  even  though  these 
other  petitioners  in  good  faith  filed  their  petitions, 
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they  should  wait,  as  should  all  the  other  bowling 
alley   petitioners   thai   may  oome  forward  in  the 

future  to  take  it  through  the  regular  channels.  1 
do  not  think  it  is  fair  of  any  councilor  here  who  is 
defeated  on  a  motion  to  sav  that  the  matter  stinks, 
to  use  the  term  he  used.  I  have  yet  to  hear  him 
Say  that  anything  brought  before  the  Council 
with  which  he  did  not  agree  was  honorable.  He 
used  the  same  tactics  in  the  $5,000,000  off-street 
parking  program.  I  think  that  the  Chamber  of 
Commerce,  the  banking  people,  the  labor  people, 
ami  all  those  who  appeared  in  favor  of  that  would 
be  amazed  to  find  out  that  all  they  were  in  favor 
of  stunk,  if  that  is  the  correct  past  tense  of  the 
word  used  by  the  councilor.  I  think  we  ought  to 
vote  on  it  now.  I  hope  the  motion  is  defeated, 
and  the  petitioners  referred  to  a  proper  committee. 

Coun.  CANTWELL— Mr.  President.  I  wish  to 
have  any  petitions  in  my  ward  held  up. 

Coun.  MADDEN — Mr.  President,  I  can  assure 
the  distinguished  councilor  from  Ward  4  (Councilor 
Chase)  or  any  other  councilor  that  no  bowling 
alleys  in  Brighton  stink.  The  only  thing  that 
stinks  in  Brighton  is  the  contract  given  to  the 
garbage  men.  I  have  been  yelling  like  blazes 
for  weeks  to  see  if  we  could  not  get  a  little  fairer 
deal.  I  am  surprised  in  finding  out  I  am  all 
alone.  It  is  astonishing  to  me  to  see  so  many  of 
my  brothers  here  suddenly  appearing  with  halos 
over  their  heads.  I  do  not  want  to  talk  about 
any  city  business  and  say  it  stinks,  unless  I  am 
absolutely  sure.  It  is  a  little  unfair  of  any  mem- 
ber of  this  Body  to  talk  about  stinks  and  smells. 
I  am  a  businessman,  gentlemen,  and  a  lawyer,  too. 
I  have  found  out  from  bitter  experience  that 
running  a  business,  whether  it  is  a  golf  range  or 
bowling  alleys  or  a  grocery  store,  is  not  all  a 
matter  of  profit.  I  for  one  certainly  cannot  see 
anything  wrong  in  giving  the  boys  and  girls  in 
my  district  an  opportunity  to  go  out  and  bowl, 
if  they  want  to.  If  bowling  is  a  sin,  a  crime, 
offensive  to  the  councilors  and  the  people  in  their 
districts,  that  is  their  business.  I  have  not  had 
one  solitary  person  in  Brighton  come  to  me  and 
say,    "Don't    vote   for   this,    because   it    smells.'' 


I  think  it  is  a  little  unfair  for  a  councilor  to  make 
personal  remarks  or  have  a  personal  ax  to  grind 
against  any  people  in  the  district.  It  is  unfair  to 
say  that  everything  that  comes  before  the  Council 
is  tainted. 

Coun.  COFFEY— Mr.  President,  may  I  have 
the  petitions  in  my  ward  now  acted  upon 
favorably? 

President  KELLY — There  is  a  motion  before 
us  now  that  all  the  petitions  be  approved  with 
the  exception  of  one  in  Ward  9,  two  in  Ward  18 
The  motion  before  us  now  is  to  pass  all  the  peti- 
tions with  the  exception  of  Joseph  Grant,  2235 
Washington  street,  Domenick  Rubbicco,  4264 
Washington  street,  and  Joseph  Oren,  1348  Blue 
Hill  avenue. 

The  question  came  on  the  motion  to  approve 
the  petitions  with  the  above  three  exceptions,  and 
the  motion  was  carried. 

President  KELLY— The  Chair  will  refer  the 
other  three  petitions  to  the  Committee  on  Licenses. 


ELECTION   DEPARTMENT   WORKERS. 

Coun.  KINSELLA— Mr.  President,  I  do  not 
know  how  to  put  this.  It  may  be  a  point  of  per- 
sonal privilege.  I  want  to  acquaint  Councilor 
Seannell  with  the  fact  that  the  Body  today  voted 
to  place  before  the  Executive  Committee  the 
removal  of  the  54  Election  Department  workers. 
In  view  of  the  fact  it  was  not  properly  referred  to 
the  Committee  on  Public  Safety,  Councilor  Sean- 
nell should  know  about  it. 

President  KELLY — Councilor  Seannell,  you  un- 
derstand the  order  you  referred  to  the  Committee 
on  Public  Safety  has  been  referred  to  the  Executive 
Committee  for  public  hearing? 

Coun.  SCANNELL— Ves,  sir. 


Adjourned  at  6.20  p.  m.,  on  motion  of  Councilor 
Chase,  to  meet  on  Monday,  November  18,  1946  , 
at  2  p.  m. 
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Proceedings  of  City  Council. 


Monday,  November  18,  1946. 

Regular  meeting  of  the  City  Council  held  in  the 
Council  Chamber,  City  Hall,  at  2  p.  m.,  President 
KELLY  in  the  chair,  and  all  the  members  present 
except  Councilor  Sullivan. 

The  meeting  was  opened  with  the  salute  to  the 
Flag. 

DRAFTING  OF  LEGISLATION  RE  ANNUI- 
TIES FOR  WIDOWS  AND  CHILDREN 
OF  CERTAIN   CITY  EMPLOYEES. 

The  following  was  received: 

City  of  Boston, 
Office  of  the  Mayor,  November  16,  1946. 
To  the  City  Council. 

Gentlemen, — I  transmit  herewith  communica- 
tion from  the  Law  Department,  in  reply  to  your 
order  of  October  28,  1946,  to  inform  the  City 
Council  whether  or  not  steps  have  been  taken  as 
recently  requested  to  draft  a  bill  for  presentation 
to  the  1947  Legislature  providing  an  annuity  of 
$1,500  for  the  wives  and  $360  a  year  for  each  child 
under  eighteen  years  of  age  of  policemen,  firemen, 
and  other  city  employees  who  may  be  eligible,  who 
are  killed  in  the  performance  of  their  duties. 
Respectfully, 
James  M.  Curley,  Mayor. 

City  of  Boston, 
Law  Department,  November  13,  1946. 
Hon.  James  M.  Curley, 

Mayor  of  Boston. 
Dear  Mr.  Mayor, — You  have  transmitted  to  me 
the  order  passed  by  the  City  Council  on  October 
28,  1946,  requesting  me  to  inform  the  City  Council 
"whether  or  not  steps  have  been  taken  as  recently 
requested  to  draft  a  bill  for  presentation  to  the 
1947  Legislature  providing  an  annuity  of  $1,500 
for  the  wives  and  $360  a  year  for  each  child  under 
eighteen  years  of  age  of  policemen,  firemen,  and 
other  city  employees  who  may  be  eligible,  who  are 
killed  in  the  performance  of  their  duties." 

I  wish  to  inform  you,  and  through  you  the  City 
Council,  that  in  addition  to  the  attention  already 
given  the  matter  referred  to  will  receive  careful 
study  and  consideration  when  bills  to  be  presented 
to  the  1947  Legislature  are  being  drafted. 
Very  truly  yours, 

Joseph  A.  Scolponeti, 
Corporation  Counsel. 
Placed  on  file. 


LIGHTS  AROUND   CHANDLER   POND. 
The  following  was  received: 

City  of  Boston, 
Office  of  the  Mayor,  November  16,  1946. 
To  the  City  Council. 

Gentlemen, — I  transmit  herewith  communica- 
tion from  the  Park  Commissioner,  in  reply  to  your 
order  of  November  12,  1946,  to  complete  arrange- 
ments for  the  installation  of  lights  around  Chandler 
Pond,  Brighton,  Ward  22,  covering  that  area  en- 
circling the  pond  not  now  properly  illuminated  for 
the  convenience  and  safety  of  skaters. 

Respectfully, 
James  M.  Ct/bley,  Mayor. 

City  of  Boston, 
Park  Department,  November  15, 1946. 
J.  Joseph  Connors, 

Chief  Clerk,  Mayor's  Office. 
Dear  Sir, — I  have  your  memorandum  of  Novem- 
ber 14,  with  inclosure,  order  from  the  City  Council 
regarding    arrangements    for    the    installation    of 
lights  around  Chandler  Pond. 

Please  be  assured  this  area  will  receive  every 
consideration  and,  if  it  is  possible  to  comply  with 
the  request,  it  certainly  will  be  a  pleasure. 
Very  truly  yours, 
William  P.  Long,  Chairman. 
Placed  on  file. 


APPROPRIATION  FROM  PARKMAN  FUND. 

The  following  was  received: 

City  of  Boston, 
Office  of  the  Mayor,  November  19, 1946. 
To  the  City  Council. 

Gentlemen, — I  am  in  receipt  of  the  attached 
communication  from  the  Board  of  Park  Commis- 
sioners, requesting  the  appropriation  of  $24,000 
from  the  income  of  the  George  F.  Parkman  Fund, 
to  be  expended  under  the  direction  of  the  Board  of 
Park  Commissioners  for  the  Maintenance  and 
Improvement  of  the  Common  and  Parks  in  Exist- 
ence on  January  12,  1887. 

The  1946  budget  estimates  of  the  personal  serv- 
ice requirements  of  the  Park  Department  included 
an  estimate  of  the  total  income  of  $211,000  from 
the  Parkman  Fund.  The  budget  allowances  made 
provision  for  the  appropriation  of  this  income  as 
it  accrued,  for  the  purpose  of  defraying  the  cost  of 
work  actually  performed  on  the  Common  and  Parks 
in  Existence  oa  January  12,  1887. 

I  submit  herewith  an  order  appropriating  the 
sum  of  $24,000,  the  accrued  income  now  available 
from  the  Parkman  Fund,  and  respectfully  recom- 
mend its  immediate  passage  by  your  Honorable 
Body. 

Respectfully, 
James   M.   Cueley,  Mayor. 


City  of  Boston, 
Park  Department,  November  13,  1946. 
Hon.  James  M.  Curley, 

Mayor  of  Boston. 
Dear  Sir, — By  vote  of  the  Board  of  Park  Com- 
'missioners,  you  are  respectfully  asked  to  request 
the  City  Council  to  transfer  from  the  income  of  the 
George  F.  Parkman  Fund  the  sum  of  $24,000,  which 
is  now  available,  to  be  expended  under  the  direc- 
tion of  the  Board  of  Park  Commissioners,  as 
follows: 

Common  and  Parks  in  Existence  on  Jan- 
uary 12,  1887,  Maintenance  and  Im- 
provement of $24,000 

When  making  up  the  budget  estimates  for  the 
year  1945,  a  sum  equal  to  the  total  yearly  income 
of  the  George  F.  Parkman  Fund  was  deducted 
from  the  A-l,  Permanent  Employees,  item,  with 
the  understanding  that  this  deduction  was  to  be 
replaced  by  the  total  yearly  income  of  said  Park- 
man  Fund  for  1946,  to  be  transferred  as  it  accrued 
from  time  to  time  during  the  year  to  the  regular 
maintenance  appropriation  of  the  Park  De- 
partment. ' 

Respectfully  yours, 
William  P.  Long,  Chairman. 


Ordered,  That  the  sum  of  $24,000  be,  and 
hereby  is,  appropriated  from  the  income  of  the 
George  F.  Parkman  Fund,  to  be  expended  under 
the  direction  of  the  Park  Commissioners  for  the 
Maintenance  and  Improvement  of  the  Common 
and  Parks  in  Existence  on  January  12,  1887,  as 
follows: 

Common  and  Parks  in  Existence  on  Jan- 
uary 12,  1887,  Maintenance  and  Im- 
provement of $24,000 

Referred  to  Executive  Committee. 


REPAIRS   AT   REAR   OF   CITY  HALL 

ANNEX. 

The  following  was  received: 

City  of  Boston, 
Office  of  the  Mayor,  November  18,  1946. 
To  the  City  Council. 

Gentlemen, — I  am  in  receipt  of  the  accompany- 
ing communication  from  the  Superintendent  of 
Public  Buildings,  in  which  my  attention  is  directed 
to  the  serious  situation  affecting  public  safety  as 
a  result  of  deterioration  of  the  steel  work  and 
masonry  at  the  rear  of  City  Hall  Annex. 

In  the  judgment  of  the  Superintendent  of  Public 
Buildings  and  the  Building  Commissioner  this 
condition  is  such  as  requires  immediate  attention 
for  the  protection  of  the  traveling  public,  and  to 
leave  the  city  free  of.  liability  in  the  event  of  any 
portion  of  the  structure  falling  to  the  street. 
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CITY     COUNCIL. 


It  is  accordingly  recommended  that  the  accom- 
panying order  calling  for  an  initial  appropriation 
of  S25.000  be  adopted,  so  that  work  may  commence 
immediately. 

Respectfully, 
James  M.  Curley,  Mayor. 


City  of  Boston, 
Public  Buildings  Department, 

November  18,  194G. 
To  His  Honor  the  Mayor. 

Your  Honor, — I  beg  to  submit  herewith  report 
of  the  Stuart  Engineering  Company,  and  also 
report  of  Building  Commissioner  John  J.  Mahoney, 
with  reference  to  the  danger  to  the  public  unless 
the  conditions  at  the  upper  floors  of  City  Hall 
Annex  are  corrected  immediately. 

I  accordingly  respectfully  request  the  allocation 
of  S25.000  to  this  department,  so  that  work  may 
be  started  without  delay. 

Respectfully, 
James  E.  Sullivan, 

Superintendent. 

Stewart  Associates,  Inc., 
Consulting  &  Testing  Engineers, 

Cambridge,  October  30,  1946. 
Mr.  James  E.  Sullivan, 

Superintendent  of  Public  Buildings, 
City  Hall,  Boston,  Mass. 

Dear  Mr.  Sullivan, — In  accordance  with  your 
request  we  have  made  an  investigation  of  the 
structural  conditions  at  the  City  Hall  Annex. 
Our  investigation  and  studies  have  been  made  to 
determine  (1)  the  extent  of  damage  already  done; 
(2)  repairs  necessary;  and  (3)  steps  to  be  taken  to 
prevent  a  reoccurenee. 

General. — In  our  opinion  the  real  source  of  the 
trouble  is  the  lack  of  protection  afforded  by  the 
metal  flashing  and  cap  stones  on  the  parapet.  The 
flashing  which  extends  from  the  roof  proper  and 
up  the  parapet  wall  was  carried  in  under  the  cap 
stone  only  about  1|  inches.  It  was  inevitable  that 
the  joints  between  the  cap  stones  themselves  and 
the  cap  stones  and  the  top  of  the  parapet  wall 
should  deteriorate.  In  this  exposed  position  the 
process  was  accelerated  with  the  result  that  water 
has  been  getting  in  under  the  cap  stones.  With  no 
flashing  to  prevent  it,  this  water  would  find  its  way 
below  through  the  weakest  vertical  joints,  such  as 
along  the  steel  columns,  spandrels  and  lintels. 
In  the  winter  this  water  would  freeze  and  expand, 
with  the  result  that  something  had  to  crack  and 
open  up.  These  cracks  would  then  allow  accumu- 
lation of  more  water  which  in  turn  would  produce 
even  greater  force  when  it  froze.  We  feel  that  this 
is  the  explanation  of  the  extensive  longitudinal 
vertical  crack  in  the  back  wall  and  the  pushing 
out  of  the  face  brick  in  this  wall. 

Below  we  summarize  our  findings  and  recom- 
mendations with  respect  to  the  various  points 
examined. 

Cap  Stones. — For  the  ultimate  in  protection  all 
the  cap  stones  on  the  parapet  wall  should  be  re- 
moved and  a  metal  cap  flashing  placed  over  the 
parapet,  soldered  to  the  present  interior  wall  flash- 
ing. The  cap  stones  should  then  be  relaid  and  all 
joints  properly  pointed.  This  would  positively 
prevent  the  entrance  into  the  walls  of  any  more 
water,  at  least  from  the  top.  It  is  appreciated 
that  this  work  involves  a  great  deal  of  expense 
which  present  conditions  may  not  warrant.  For 
this  reason  we  make  the  following  recommendation 
which,  while  not  producing  as  certain  a  result, 
will  nevertheless  take  care  of  the  condition. 

All  the  cap  stones  which  are  still  in  place  and 
where  the  mortar  joints  are  still  relatively  sound 
should  be  carefully  inspected.  All  loose  mortar 
should  be  chipped  out.  Where  the  mortar  has 
cracked  away  from  either  the  stone  or  flashing, 
it  should  be  chipped  away.  After  this  has  been 
done  all  joints  should  be  completely  sealed  with 
caulking  compound  so  as  to  absolutely  prevent 
entry  of  any  more  water.  This  applies  to  both 
the  inside  and  the  outside  of  the  wall. 

Where  the  cap  stones  have  been  removed  or 
where  they  are  completely  loose  on  the  wall,  a 
new  cap  flashing  with  soldered  joints  should  be 
placed  over  the  masonry.  The  cap  stones  should 
then  be  relaid  in  a  good  cement  mortar  and  all 
joints  carefully  and  neatly  pointed  up.  The  cap 
flashing  mentioned  above  should  be  brought  down 
over  the  existing  flashing  and  carefully  soldered 
to  it. 


Steel. — All  steel  now  exposed  or  which  will  be 
exposed  during  the  repairs  should  be  carefully 
scraped  and  cleaned.  The  Engineer  should  then 
be  notified  so  that  the  members  may  be  calipered 
to  determine  how  much  of  the  section  has  been 
lost  due  to  the  corrosion.  (In  our  preliminary 
inspection  the  corrosion  did  not  appear  to  have 
done  too  serious  damage.)  After  approval  by  the 
Engineer,  the  steel  should  be  given  a  coat  of  as- 
phalt or  pitch  J-inch  thick. 

In  the  case  of  the  roof  and  eleventh  floor  lintels 
in  the  back  wall,  the  Engineer  wishes  to  examine 
the  steel  after  it  has  been  exposed.  While  there 
has  been  some  corrosion  it  may  not  be  serious.  On 
the  other  hand,  there  is  a  pronounced  sag  in  some 
of  the  lintels  with  a  consequent  cracking  of  the 
brickwork.  When  this  inspection  has  been  made 
a,  decision  can  be  reached  as  to  whether  any  of  the 
lintels  should  be  replaced. 

During  our  first  inspection  we  could  see  the 
columns  in  the  southeast  and  southwest  corners 
at  the  eleventh  floor  level.  In  the  case  of  the 
southeast  corner  the  evidence  seems  to  indicate 
that  there  has  been  little  or  no  corrosion  below 
this  level.  At  the  southwest  corner  there  is  more 
corrosion  and,  furthermore,  there  is  a  considerable 
crack  in  the  brick  under  the  belt  course  at  about 
the  tenth  floor.  This  crack  may  well  be  the  result 
of  water  having  reached  this  point  and  there  may 
be  more  corrosion  here.  The  brick  will  have  to 
be  replaced  at  this  point  and,  before  this  is  done, 
the  Engineer  should  have  an  opportunity  to  ex- 
amine the  steel  to  make  sure  that  the  remaining 
section  is  adequate  for  the  greater  load  at  this  level. 

As  mentioned  above,  our  first  inspection  seems 
to  indicate  that  the  steel  has  not  corroded  enough 
to  make  repairs  necessary.  If  subsequent  investi- 
gation shows  otherwise,  we  will  advise  what  struc- 
tural repairs  must  be  made  to  repair  the  damage 
done. 

Brickwork. — The  corner  just  mentioned  should 
be  repaired  after  the  investigation  has  been  made. 

The  brickwork  above  the  roof  and  eleventh 
floor  lintels  in  the  back  wall  which  has  cracked 
considerably  and  also  bulged  out  should  be  re- 
moved and  relaid.  The  parapet  wall  should  be 
rebuilt  to  a  height  of  at  least  three  feet  and  a  cap 
flashing  over  the  entire  wall  should  be  installed 
as  mentioned  in  the  section  on  cap  stones. 

Window  Frames. — The  windows  and  window 
frames  at  the  tenth  and  eleventh  floors  apparently 
have  not  been  painted  for  a  long  time,  with  the 
result  that  they  have  weathered  badly.  The  frames 
are  in  poor  condition  and  the  sash  are  very  loose 
in  the  frames.  We  feel  that  the  frames  should  be 
replaced.  If  the  sash  themselves  can  be  properly 
repaired,  they  may  be  satisfactory  with  the  new 
frames.  If  not,  the  sash  too  should  be  replaced. 
All  this  woodwork  should  then  be  given  a  priming 
coat  and  then  two  coats  of  paint. 

Stone  Joints. — In  the  east  and  west  walls,  toward 
the  back,  there  is  a  long,  vertical  joint  between  the 
stone  and  the  face  brick.  At  the  levels  examined 
the  mortar  had  dropped  out  of  these  joints,  furnish- 
ing a  good  opening  for  the  entry  of  water.  These 
joints  should  be  carefully  repointed  wherever  this 
condition  exists. 

Statues. — At  some  time  past,  the  space  between 
the  large  statues  in  front  and  the  main  wall  has 
been  filled  with  concrete  or  mortar.  At  the  present 
time  there  are  some  large  cracks  in  this  concrete 
and  these  cracks  should  be  thoroughly  caulked  to 
prevent  the  entrance  of  further  water.  There  is 
a  steel  angle  tying  the  top  of  each  statue  to  the 
structural  frame.  There  is  a  possibility  that  this 
angle  may  be  corroded  to  some  extent  by  the  water 
getting  in  through  the  cracks  mentioned  above. 
If  there  is  any  opportunity  to  examine  one  or  more 
of  these  angles  during  the  course  of  the  repairs  the 
Engineer  should  be  notified  so  that  a  check  on  the 
condition  of  the  angles  can  be  made. 

Flashing. — The  flashing  on  the  inside  of  the 
parapet  wall  should  be  repaired  wherever  it  has 
been  broken  during  the  repairs  and  all  new  flashing 
should  be  soldered  to  it.  Part  of  it  needs  to  be 
repainted  and,  before  painting,  it  should  be  thor- 
oughly scraped  and  cleaned. 

Conclusion. — The  work  outlined  above  will,  in 
our  opinion,  prevent  further  deterioration  of  the 
building  from  this  source  with  the  proper  preventa- 
tive maintenance.  Systematic,  periodic  inspections 
should  be  made  to  note  conditions  of  masonry 
joints,  flashings  and  paint  on  exposed  steel  and 
woodwork.  On  the  top  of  the  walls,  particularly, 
it  is  important  that  all  joints  be  kept  thoroughly 
sealed  at  all  times. 


NOVEMBER     18,     1946. 
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A  small  expense  incurred  regularly  on  this  in- 
spection and  maintenance  will  save  large  expendi- 
tures later  on. 

Very  truly  yours, 

Stewart  Associates,  Inc., 

Edouakd  N.  Dub3,  Engineer. 

Ordered,  That  in  accordance  with  the  provi- 
sions of  section  3B  of  chapter  486  of  the  Acts  of 
1909,  as  amended  by  chapter  604  of  the  Acts 
of  1941,  the  City  Auditor  be,  and  hereby  is, 
authorized  to  transfer: 

From  the  appropriation  for  Reserve  Fund, 
$25,000,  to  the  appropriation  for  City  Hall  Annex, 
Emergency  Repairs,  Steel  Framework  and  Masonry, 
$25,000. 

Referred  to  Executive  Committee. 


NORTH    BENNET    STREET    BATH    HOUSE 
IMPROVEMENTS. 
The  following  was  received: 

City  of  Boston, 
Office  of  the  Mayor,  November  16,  1946. 
To  the  City  Council. 

_  Gentlemen, — I  transmit  herewith  communica- 
tion from  the  Park  Commissioner,  in  reply  to  your 
order  of  November  12,  1946,  to  put  in  the  budget 
for  1947  sufficient  money  for  the  complete  altera- 
tions and  new  equipment  in  the  North  Bennet 
Street  Bath  House  in  Ward  3. 

Respectfully, 
James  M.  Cdelet,  Mayor. 

City  of  Boston, 
Park  Department,  November  15,  1946. 
J.  Joseph  Connors, 

Chief  Clerk,  Mayor's  Office. 
Dear  Sir, — I  have  your  memorandum  of  Novem- 
ber 14,  with  inclosure,  order  from  the  City  Council 
requesting  the  Park  Commissioner  to  put  in  the 
budget  for  1947  sufficient  money  for  the  complete 
alterations  and  new  equipment  in  the  North 
Bennet  Street  Bath  House,  Ward  3. 

Please  be  assured  it  will  be  a  pleasure  to  comply 
with  this  request  and  an  investigation  will  be 
conducted  before  that  time  to  see  what  is  neces- 
sary to  put  this  building  in  first-class  condition. 
To  the  best  of  my  knowledge  and  belief,  it  has 
been  cared  for  within  the  last  month  or  so  and 
should  be  in  pretty  fair  condition  at  the  present 
time. 

Very  truly  yours, 
William  P.  Long,  Chairman. 
Placed  on  file. 


PETITIONS   REFERRED. 

The  following  petitions  were  received  and 
referred  to  the  committees  named,  viz.: 

Claims. 

John  Connolly,  for  compensation  for  damage 
to  car  by  city  truck. 

Marie  A.  Cook,  for  compensation  for  injuries 
caused  by  an  alleged  defect  in  yard  of  William  E. 
Russell  School. 

Mary  Doyle,  for  compensation  for  injuries 
caused  by  an  alleged  defect  at  Chilcott  place  and 
Washington  street. 

Charles  J.  Interland,  for  compensation  for 
damage  to  car  by  city  vehicle. 

James  McCall,  for  compensation  for  injuries 
caused  by  city  car. 

Motor  Mart  Garage,  for  compensation  for. 
damage  to  property  at  Broadway  and  Stuart 
street  caused  by  negligent  excavation  work  done 
by  city. 

John  L.  Perkins,  for  compensation  for  damage 
to  car  by  patrol  wagon. 

Sampson  &  Coleman,  Inc.,  for  compensation  for 
damage  to  truck  by  city  car. 

Frank  Zaharris,  for  compensation  for  damage 
to  car  by  city  car. 

Daniel  O'Connell,  Matthew  J.  McBreen,  Wil- 
liam B.  Thomas,  John  J.  P.  Flynn  and  George 
Connors,  to  be  paid  salaries  due  as  employees  of 
Bridge  Division  up  to  December  31,  1945. 

Committee  on  Licenses. 
Petition  of  New  England  Transportation  Com- 
pany (supplementary  to  letter  of  July  5,   1946) 
to  operate  buses  to  reach  proposed  new  terminal 
in  Park  Square  district. 


Petitions  for  driveway  openings:  Haffenreffer 
Company,  177  Boylston  street,  Ward  11;  Wil- 
liam A.  Hyler,  41  Bromley  street,  Ward  10;  Fred 
Tobia,  100  Havre  street,  Ward  1 ;  Max  Segelman, 
165  Stanwood  street,  Ward  14. 

Petitions  to  operate  bowling  alleys  on  the 
Lord's  Day: 

Allston  Square  Alleys,  20A  Harvard  avenue, 
Allston;  Glenville  Bowling  Alleys,  2  Glenville 
terrace,  Allston;  Massachusetts  Bowling  Alleys, 
Inc.,  136  Massachusetts  avenue,  Boston;  Arling- 
ton Square  Bowling  Alleys,  392  Tremont  street, 
Boston;  Summer  Street  Bowling  Alleys,  126  and 
128  Summer  street,  Boston;  Mian  J.  Murray,  Inc., 
1156  Washington  street,  Boston;  Hub  Bowling 
Alley,  216  Hanover  street,  Boston;  Strand  Recrea- 
tion Room,  716  East  Broadway,  South  Boston; 
Arborway  Bowling  Alleys,  1  Boynton  street, 
Jamaica  Plain;  Granville  Club,  Inc.,  15  Granville 
street,  Roslindale;  Lee  S.  King,  466  and  468C 
Blue  Hill  avenue,  Dorchester;  West  Roxbury 
Bowling  Center,  119  Park  street,  West  Roxbury; 
Central  Square  Bowling  Alleys,  2  Central  square, 
East  Boston;  City  Square  Alleys,  15  City  square, 
Charlestown;  Charlestown  Daylight  Alleys, 
575  Rutherford  avenue;  Grove  Hall  Bowladrome, 
643  Warren  street,  Roxbury;  Waldo  C.  Nardella, 
345  Washington  street,  Brighton. 

Coun.  KINSELLA — A  point  of  information. 

President  KELLY — State  your  point  of  in- 
formation. 

Coun.  KINSELLA — Are  we  to  hear  them  all 
at  once  because  they  have  been  filed  and  read  in 
at  one  time,  or  will  they  be  taken  up  as  requested? 

President  KELLY — The  Committee  on  Licenses 
will  call  a  hearing  some  day  this  week,  councilor. 
I  will  inform  the  chairman  of  the  Committee  on 
Licenses  to  poll  his  committee  again  and  report 
as  many  as  he  wants  to  today. 

Coun.  KINSELLA — Otherwise,  Mr.  President, 
they  might  lie  dormant  until  the  petitioner  asks 
for  a  hearing. 

President  KELLY — Well,  I  imagine  the  chair- 
man of  the  Committee  on  Licenses  will  hold  the 
hearing  and  notify  them  of  the  hearing,  councilor. 
I  imagine  that  will  be  the  procedure. 

Coun.  COFFEY— We  had  a  meeting  Friday 
of  the  Committee  on  Licenses.  Is  that  what  you 
are  talking  about? 

President  KELLY — No,  the  new  petitions  that 
came  in  today. 

Coun.  COFFEY — I  ask  that  they  be  approved 
today.  What  is  the  sense  of  holding  another 
meeting?  There  is  one  firm  in  my  town,  and  I 
would  like  to  have  bowling  in  my  town  for  next 
Sunday  for  all  bowling  alleys. 

President  KELLY — The  Chair,  under  the  rules, 
has  referred  them  to  the  Committee  on  Licenses, 
and  the  chairman  of  the  Committee  on  Licenses 
can  poll  the  members  of  the  committee  and  report 
back  as  many  as  he  wants  to  today. 


NOTICE    OF    HEARING    BEFORE    PUBLIC 
UTILITIES  DEPARTMENT. 

Notice  was  received  from  the  Department  of 
Public  Utilities  of  hearing  to  be  held  December  17, 
1946,  at  2.30  p.  m.,  on  petition  of  trustees  of  New 
York,  New  Haven  &  Hartford  Railroad  for 
approval  of  permanent  discontinuance  of  pas- 
senger service  on  that  portion  of  railroad  known 
as  Dorchester  Branch. 

Placed  on  file. 


PINBALL  MACHINES. 

Coun.  KINSELLA— Mr.  President,  I  ask  for 
unanimous  consent  to  make  a  statement. 

President  KELLY — Councilor  Kinsella  has 
unanimous  consent  to  make  a  statement. 

Coun.  KINSELLA — Mr.  President,  I  want  to 
state  briefly  that  pinball  machines  have  again 
made  their  appearance  in  Charlestown,  and  over 
the  week  end  I  was  informed  there  were  26 
machines  in  as  many  establishments  in  Charles- 
town— diners,  stores,  and  the  like.  I  am  not  a 
straight-laced  moralist,  but  the  only  reason  I 
speak  here  today  against  the  pinball  machine 
racket  is  that  the  names  of  three  of  the  most 
vicious  racketeer  characters  of  the  city  were  given 
to  me  as  the  sponsors  of  these  machines.  I  don't 
care  m".ch  to  be  recognized  by  that  type  of  char- 
acter, but  I  do  want  you  to  understand  thoroughly 
that  they  cannot,  because  of  other  political  con- 
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ncctions  which  they  may  deem  so  strong,  movo 
into  Charlestown — and  Charlestown  particularly, 
since  the  rest  of  the  city  is  not  my  province — and 
install  machines  which  in  some  cases  young  boys 
and  girls  have  access  to.  I  am  not  hard  or  vicious 
in  my  denunciation  of  the  operators  of  these 
machines,  but  from  past  experience  that  we  have 
had  I  know  that,  if  you  let  them  alone,  eventually 
they  will  have  them  in  the  vestibules  of  the 
churches.  I  would  like  very  much  to  have  the 
Police  Commissioner  instruct  the  captain  of  the 
police  in  Division  15  in  Charlestown  to  take  steps 
at  once  to  abate  the  pinball  machine  menace  in 
my  district.  I  don't  care  where  else  they  operate, 
but  I  don't  want  them  in  Charlestown,  because 
I  know  from  past  experience  that  they  don't 
know  when  to  stop  and  when  to  leave  well  enough 
alone.  I  don't  mind  saying  publicly  for  the 
record  that  I  am  not  opposed  to  pinballs,  and  I 
may  tell  you  frankly  I  am  not  opposed  to  slot 
machines,  because  I  am  not  opposed  fundamentally 
to  somebody  else's  right  to  gamble  if  they  want 
to,  but  I  don't  want  any  gambling  conditions  that 
may  possibly  affect  the  young  kids  who  have  only 
five  or  ten  cents  to  spend,  and  these  vermin  have 
in  the  past  put  them  in  periodical  stores  where 
children  have  had  access  to  them,  going  in  on  an 
errand  for  candy  or  school  supplies,  or  something 
of  that  type.  Because  of  that  danger  I  would 
appreciate  a  letter  going  to  the  Police  Commis- 
sioner to  instruct  Captain  Murphy  to  get  them 
out  of  that  town  and  to  keep  them  out,  and  to 
get  those  characters  out  with  them,  too.  There 
is  only  one  reason  why  I  don't  mention  their 
names,  and  that  is  because  I  don't  want  to  be 
held  open  to  slander.  I  have  their  names,  but  I 
can't  prove  anything  against  them.  Suffice  it  to 
say  two  were  headline  characters  in  one  of  the 
most  notorious  cases  in  the  criminal  courts  of  this 
Commonwealth  in  recent  years,  and  the  other  is 
only  a  half  tail  behind.  I  hope  Commissioner 
Sullivan  takes  heed,  and  gets  those  26  machines 
out  of  Charlestown  before  the  end  of  the  day  and, 
if  he  does  not,  I  will  be  faced  with  the  incontro- 
vertible necessity  of  naming  the  three  of  them. 


PAINTING   OF  WHITE   STRIPE  IN 
CENTER  OF  PRINCIPAL  HIGHWAYS. 

Coun.  LANE  offered  the  following: 

Ordered,  That  the  Traffic  Commission  be  re- 
quested, through  his  Honor  the  Mayor,  to  paint  a 
white  stripe  in  the  center  of  each  and  every  princi- 
pal highway  in  the  City  of  Boston  at  the  first  avail- 
able opportunity. 

Passed  under  suspension  of  the  rule. 


COAL  FOR   PUBLIC   BUILDINGS. 

Coun.  LANE,  COOK,  KEENAN,  HANNON, 
KELLY,  FISH,  and  MADDEN  offered  the 
following: 

Ordered,  That  the  Superintendent  of  Supplies, 
through  his  Honor  the  Mayor,  be  requested  to 
obtain  a  sufficient  supply  of  soft  coal  in  order  that 
all  public  buildings  may  be  kept  open  during  the 
winter  months. 

Coun.  LANE — Mr.  President,  there  are  27  such 
active  public  buildings  under  the  jurisdiction  of 
the  Superintendent  of  Public  Buildings  of  the  City 
of  Boston.  We  are  all  aroused  by  the  publicity 
featured  in  all  the  papers  throughout  the  United 
States  about  a  new  threatened  strike  of  soft  coal 
miners  called  for  Wednesday  of  this  week.  Born 
on  February  12,  1888,  in  the  unheard-of  town  of 
Lucas,  Iowa,  was  an  individual  who  unfortunately 
was  destined  to  receive  more  publicity  in  the  press 
of  America  than  probably  any  other  individual  in 
all  time.  I  refer  to  the  much  publicized  John 
Llewellyn  Lewis,  president  of  the  United  Mine 
Workers  of  America.  We  all  know  what  a  thorn 
he  has  been  in  the  side  of  progressive  America, 
first  for  his  undemocratic  principles,  his  threats  of 
strikes,  even  so  far  back  as  1919,  when  John  L. 
Lewis  was  then  only  39  years  of  age,  when  the 
President  of  the  United  States,  Woodrow  Wilson, 
was  forced  to  obtain  a  Federal  injunction  to  avoid 
a  work  stoppage  which  then  threatened  the  nation. 
Today  we  are  facing  a  work  stoppage  which  in  it- 
self is  probably  one  of  the  most  serious  threats  we 
have  ever  encountered.  In  my  particular  district, 
in  Ward  21,  embracing  the  Back  Bay,  Brighton 
and  Allston,  all  apartment  house  property  owners 
received    the   emergency    word    that   they    must 


within  the  next  48  hours  file  with  government 
officials  reports  on  how  much  soft  coal  they  now 
have  on  hand  and  at  the  same  time  in  that  report 
anticipate  their  individual  needs  for  each  of  the 
next  three  months.  The  health  of  the  nation  is 
at  stake,  gentlemen.  This  John  Llewellyn  Lewis 
always  strikes  at  the  most  inopportune  time;  he 
never  strikes  in  the  spring  season  of  the  year,  but 
always  at  the  beginning  of  the  winter  season,  the 
season  of  hardship,  and  when  the  health  of  the 
nation  is  jeopardized.  I  certainly  believe  every 
step  should  be  taken  to  take  care  of  this  individual 
once  and  for  all.  I  have  here  an  item  from  which 
I  will  read  a  certain  excerpt.  It  appeared  in  the 
Boston  Traveler  only  last  Saturday,  in  the  column 
"  Merry-Go-Round,"  by  Drew  Pearson.  Mr. 
Pearson  states:  "Another  myth  has  it  that  Lewis 
did  not  hesitate  to  use  violence  against  labor  fac- 
tions which  opposed  him.  This  idea  probably 
arises  from  the  Herrin,  Illinois,  massacre,  in  which 
about  400  of  Lewis'  miners  surrounded  a  handful 
of  steam  shovel  workers,  who  were  strip-mining 
with  modern  methods,  and  killed  them.  Unlike 
the  relatively  bloodless  jurisdictional  strikes  of 
today,  the  members  of  the  Steam  Shovel  Men's 
Union  were  rounded  up  in  a  field  and  shot  in  cold 
blood.  A  New  York  Times  account  of  the  mas- 
sacre makes  it  as  gruesome  as  anything  ever  per- 
petrated by  the  Nazis. 

"Lewis  was  blamed  for  the  Herrin  massacre 
because  of  an  inflammatory  telegram  he  sent  his 
Herrin  local  that  they  were  'justified  in  treating 
this  crowd  (the  Steam  Shovel  Men's  Union)  as  an 
outlaw  organization  and  in  viewing  its  members 
in  the  same  light  as  they  would  view  any  other 
common  strikebreakers.' 

Drew  Pearson  then  goes  on  to  say: 

"Republicans  also  know  that  John  L.  Lewis,  de- 
spite his  power  in  labor  ranks,  is  not  the  type  of 
gardenia  they  want  to  sport  in  their  buttonholes 
when  they  walk  down  the  Main  street  of  America. 

"They  know  that  the  American  public,  despite  its 
short  memory,  has  not  entirely  forgotten  how  John 
L.  Lewis  was  the  only  important  labor  leader  to 
strike  against  his  government  in  war  time. 

"Lewis'  first  real  strike  against  the  war  effort 
came  in  the  autumn  of  1941  shortly  before  Pearl 
Harbor,  when  the  nation  was  desperately  preparing 
itself  for  what  every  intelligent  person  knew  was 
certain  battle. 

"That,  however,  did  not  seem  to  worry  John  L. 
Lewis.  It  now  has  been  disclosed  by  the  Rogge 
report  that  during  1940  Lewis  used  his  influence 
with  Mexican  leaders  to  arrange  for  the  sale  of 
vitally  needed  oil  to  the  German  Navy.  Hitler  at 
that  time  had  swept  over  part  of  Europe  and  Pres- 
ident Roosevelt  was  doing  his  best  to  discourage 
shipments  of  oil  to  Germany.  Despite  that,  Lewis 
not  only  used  his  influence  to  obtain  oil  for  Nazi 
submarines,  but,  according  to  the  Rogge  report, 
also  discussed  with  a  member  of  the  German  Eco- 
nomic Ministry  a  plan  to  swing  labor  votes  against 
Roosevelt  during  the  1940  election. 

"Indirectly,  at  least,  Lewis  gave  further  help  to 
the  Nazi  cause  when,  in  the  fall  of  1941,  he  pulled 
53,000  miners  out  of  the  captive  coal  mines  causing 
200,000  others  to  strike  in  sympathy.  The  captive 
coal  mines  supplied  fuel  for  the  nation's  steel  in- 
dustry, at  that  time  working  day  and  night  to  turn 
out  big  guns  and  armor  plate. 

"Lewis,  however,  did  not  send  his  men  back  to 
work  until  December  7,  the  day  the  Japs  struck 
Pearl  Harbor.  Even  then,  Lewis  held  out  until 
he  got  what  he  wanted — a  closed  shop — by  ar- 
bitration. 

"On  that  fateful  day  Lewis  was  closeted  with 
his  friend,  John  Steelman,  then  a  Federal  Con- 
ciliator, and  Ben  Fairless,  head  of  U.  S.  Steel. 
Newsmen  had  been  waiting  eagerly  for  word  of  a 
settlement.  Finally  at  7  p.  m.  on  December  7, 
John  L.  strode  to  the  door  to  announce  the  strike's 
end. 

"Confidently  swinging  the  door  open,  he  called: 
'Come  in,  boys.' 

"But  no  one  came  in.  For  once,  John  L.  Lewis's 
news  value  had  evaporated.  The  press  corps  had 
deserted  him  for  an  even  greater  disaster — Pearl 
Harbor." 

We  are  all  familiar,  Mr.  President,  with  the  head- 
lines that  appeared  today  in  the  Boston  Daily 
Globe,  "Fight  to  Finish  against  Lewis."  And — 
"Somewhere,  sometime,  the  administration  must 
find  out  who  is  more  powerful — Lewis  or  the  gov- 
ernment. This  looks  like  the  time."  Gentlemen, 
we  all  can  go  back  to  our  early  days  and  recall  the 
local  neighborhood  bully,  the  man  whom  all 
feared.    This  individual  who  strikes  at  the  founda- 
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tion  and  threatens  the  health  of  130,000,000  people 
to  my  mind  is  nothing  but  an  overpublicized  bully, 
and  I  hope  the  President  of  the  United  States  this 
time  will  stand  firm  and  will  take  care  to  subdue 
the  individual,  even,  if  necessary,  to  the  point  of 
incarceration. 

The  order  was  passed  under  suspension  of  the 
rule. 


REPORT  OF  COMMITTEE  ON  ORDINANCES. 

Coun.  COOK,  for  the  Committee  on  Ordinances' 
submitted  the  following: 

Report  on  message  of  the  Mayor  and  order 
(referred  August  5)  authorizing  the  Superintendent 
of  Public  Buildings  to  lease  space  in  Quincy  and 
Faneuil  Hall  Market  buildings — that  same  ought 
to  pass. 

Coun.  KEENAN — I  would  like  to  refer  that  to 
the  Executive  Committee. 

President  KELLY — Councilor  Keenan  made  a 
motion  that  this  matter  be  referred  to  the  Execu- 
tive Committee.     Is  there  anv  talk  on  the  motion? 

Coun.  BRYAN— Mr.  President,  I  would  like  to 
have  the  Commissioner  of  Public  Buildings  in- 
vited, so  that  we  may  have  him  give  us  some  in- 
formation at  the  meeting. 

President  KELLY — Councilor  Keenan  made  a 
motion  referring  this  matter  to  the  Executive 
Committee  and  suggesting  that  the  Superintendent 
of  Public  Buildings  be  invited. 

The  order  was  referred  to  the  Executive  Com- 
mittee. 


LEASING  OF  PRIVATELY-OWNED  BUILD- 
INGS FOR  USE  BY  VETERANS'  POSTS. 

Coun.  RUSSO  offered  the  following: 
Ordered,  That  the  Corporation  Counsel  be 
requested,  through  his  Honor  the  Mayor,  to  give 
an  opinion  as  to  whether,  under  the  provisions  of 
chapter  409  of  the  Acts  of  1946,  the  City  of  Boston 
may  lease  privately-owned  buildings  for  the 
purpose  of  leasing  same  to  various  posts  of  war 
veterans'  organizations. 

Referred  to  Executive  Committee. 


REPORT     OF     COMMITTEE     ON     PUBLIC 
LANDS. 

Coun.  MORIARTY,  for  the  Committee  on 
Public  Lands,  submitted  the  following: 

Report  on  message  of  the  Mayor  and  order 
(referred  October  28)  for  sale  of  land  on  Veterans 
of  Foreign  Wars  Parkway  to  John  Hancock 
Mutual  Life  Insurance  Company  for  sum  of 
$200,000  —  that  same  ought  to  pass. 

Referred  to  Executive  Committee. 


APPLICATION   OF   PAN   AMERICAN 
AIRWAYS,  INC. 

Coun.  RUSSO  and  BAYLEY  offered  the 
following: 

Whereas,  The  members  of  the  Boston  City 
Council  have  consistently  sponsored  every  worth- 
while endeavor  for  the  promotion  of  progress  and 
prosperity  for  the  City  of  Boston,  and 

Whereas,  Boston  now  stands  as  one  of  the  first 
cities  of  the  United  States  in  the  field  of  aviation 
and  is  ideally  situated  by  reason  of  its  proximity 
to  European  centers  to  be  the  future  air  center  of 
the  world,  and 

Whereas,  Pan  American  Airways,  Inc.,  pioneer 
in  the  development  of  overseas  commerce,  now 
seeks  to  enter  the  domestic  aviation  field  by  the 
establishment  of  high-speed  express  services  be- 
tween Boston  and  the  major  get-away  cities,  and 

Whereas,  The  City  Council  of  Boston  believes 
that  to  encourage  the  establishment  of  such  air 
services  would  be  of  great  benefit  to  the  economic 
development  of  Boston,  therefore,  be  it 

Ordered,  That  the  City  Council  of  Boston, 
through  his  Honor  the  Mayor,  requests  the  Civil 
Aeronautics  Board  to  approve  such  application 
of  Pan  American  Airways,  Inc.,  to  operate  these 
aviation  services,  and  urges  that  the  Civil  Aero- 
nautics Board  of  the  United  States  and  all  other 
government  agencies  concerned  give  favorable 
consideration  to  this  application  in  order  that  the 


City  of  Boston  may  benefit  by  this  service  and 
further  develop  its  standing  in  the  world  of  air 
travel. 

Coun.  RUSSO — Mr.  President,  having  in  mind 

in  the  last  week  or  so 

Coun.  MUCHNICK— Mr.  President,  a  point  of 
order. 

President  KELLY — State  your  point  of  order. 
Coun.    MUCHNICK — Isn't   this   primarily   re- 
ferable to  the  Rules  Committee  as  a  resolution? 

President  KELLY — Councilor  Russo,  the  way 
this  order  is  worded,  I  will  have  to  refer  it  to  the 
Committee  on  Rules. 

Coun.  RUSSO— Mr.  President 

President  KELLY — No  debate,  councilor. 
Coun.  RUSSO — Mr.  President,  there  was  a  reso- 
lution just  presented  here  and  that  was  not  referred 
to  the  Committee  on  Rules.     I  feel  this  resolution 
deals  with  the  affairs  of  the  City  of  Boston. 

President  KELLY — Councilor,  you  can  word 
this  so  that  :t  will  not  have  to  be  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  Rules.  You  can  reword  this  differ- 
ently and  it  will  be  an  order.  The  way  it  is 
worded  now  I  have  to  refer  it  to  the  Committee 
on  Rules,  councilor. 

Coun.  RUSSO — Mr.  President,  may  I  make  the 
amendment  now  to  read  that  his  Honor  the  Mayor 

be  requested 

President  KELLY — Go  ahead,  councilor. 
Coun.   RUSSO — "That  his   Honor  the   Mayor 
request  the  Civil  Aeronautics  Board." 

President  KELLY — That  is  in  order,  Councilor 
Russo. 

Coun.  RUSSO — Mr.  President,  I  have  in  mind 
in  the  last  week  or  so,  we  have  read  in  newspapers 
in  Boston,  either  editorially  or  otherwise,  in  regard 
•  to  the  Pan  American  Airways  petition  for  domestic 
routes  and  to  bring  into  Boston  Pan  American 
Airways  which  will  go  to  all  parts  of  Europe  from 
Boston.  Having  in  mind,  Mr.  President,  that  we 
have  spent  in  the  Logan  Airport  millions  of  dol- 
lars, it  is  my  opinion  that  we  will  have  to  pour  in 
more  millions  of  dollars  in  that  airport  in  order 
that  the  airport  will  be  the  No.  1  port  of  the 
nation.  Having  in  mind  also  it  will  mean  the 
progress  of  Boston,  it  will  mean  the  employment 
of  hundreds  of  citizens  of  Boston,  Mr.  President, 
we  as  members  of  the  Boston  City  Council  ought 
to  encourage  concerns  that  are  willing  to  make 
their  headquarters  here  in  Boston,  especially  where 
Boston  is  situated  closer  to  Europe  than  any  other 
city  in  the  United  States.  I  feel  that  we  will  be 
going  in  the  right  direction  in  giving  Pan  American 
Airways  a  permit  to  have  its  headquarters  at  the 
Logan  Airport  in  Boston.  As  I  understand  it,  the 
matter  is  now  being  heard  at  Atlantic  City  by  the 
Civil  Aeronautics  Board,  and  it  is,  therefore,  sug- 
gested that  we  ask  the  Civil  Aeronautics  Board  to 
give  a  favorable  report  to  the  Pan  American  Air- 
ways in  order  to  make,  as  I  said  before,  the  airport 
of  Boston  one  of  the  leading  airports  of  the  coun- 
try.    I  hope  the  resolution  will  pass. 

Coun.  COFFEY— Mr.  President,  I  am  heartily 
opposed  to  this,  and  I  hope  the  councilors  in  their 
wisdom  see  fit  to  turn  it  down  and  throw  it  out  of 
the  window  where  it  belongs.  We  don't  want  any 
more  companies  over  there.  I  am  surprised  that 
my  fellow  colleague  does  not  know  the  feeling  and 
the  sentiment  of  the  people  of  East  Boston  as  far 
as  the  airport  is  concerned.  Right  at  the  present 
time  I  have  had  a  petition  held  up  for  the  North- 
east Airlines  to  build  a  hangar  right  under  the 
windows  of  the  people  living  on  Prescott  street  in 
East  Boston.  Some  of  my  brother  colleagues 
attended  the  meeting  on  that  petition  and  after 
listening  to  the  proposed  site  and  after  listening  to 
the  position,  brother  McCormack  was  good  enough 
and  decent  enough  to  take  the  floor  and  say  he  was 
heartily  opposed  to  it.  We  don't  want  any  Pan 
Americans  over  there.  We  never  wanted  an  air- 
port over  there,  to  begin  with.  It  was  given  to  us 
whether  we  wanted  it  or  not,  and  you  have  heard 
my  voice  on  the  floor  here  for  the  past  six  years 
making  this  statement:  They  have  had  to  go  into 
the  East  Boston  district  and  dig  a  hole  in  the 
ocean  to  make  an  airport,  notwithstanding  all  the 
vacant  land  lying  between  Boston  and  Providence, 
and  Boston  and  Worcester.  They  have  had  good 
territory  to  build  an  airport,  a  real  airport,  if  they 
wanted  to.  But  the  bankers  and  brokers  have 
money  invested  in  that  airport  and  had  enough 
influence  with  the  Legislature  to  go  ahead,  and 
spend  millions  and  millions  of  dollars  to  enlarge 
this  airport,  so,  as  I  say,  the  bankers  and  brokers 
can  benefit  by  it.  This  is  the  fifth  week  I  have 
held  up  that  permit  for  the  erection  of  a  hangar 
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right  imiler  the  windows  of  the  houses  on  Prescott 
street  in  East  Boston.  Last  year  for  seven  long 
weeks  1  held  up  a  permit  which  was  granted  on  the 
dying  days  of  the  last  administration  to  Eastern 
Airlines  to  build  a  repair  shop  on  Maverick  street, 
right  under  the  windows  of  the  homes  on  Maverick 
si  net .  and  the  whole  thing  is  so  utterly  ridiculous — 
they  have  to  stop  traffic  on  Maverick  street  and 
all  traffic  on  Porter  street,  and  have  a  policeman 
there  from  Boston  who  does  not  get  paid  by  the 
state,  while  they  have  these  planes  towed  in  for 
repairs  or  after  being  repaired,  towed  back  on  to 
the  field.  We  don't  want  Pan  American,  we  don't 
want  anybody.  Only  recently  at  a  hearing  last 
Tuesday,  in  the  Mayor's  office,  I  had  the  home 
owners  of  this  section  facing  the  Mayor,  and  they 
went  on  record  as  opposing  any  more  hangars  in 
East  Boston.  At  that  time  we  were  told  there 
were  going  to  be  at  least  five.  If  Pan  American 
comes  in,  it  will  mean  at  least  three  more,  which 
is  eight,  and  we  have  not  got  the  room  for  them. 
They  have  squeezed  this  five  in  there,  and  they 
are  going  to  take  two  acres  from  us  on  the  pro- 
posed beach  site,  the  swimming  pool  and  the  ball 
park  which  they  have  not  given  us  to  this  date, 
and  that  is  four  years  we  have  waited.  As  I  say, 
I  am  really  surprised  that  an  order  of  this  kind 
should  come  in,  and  that  nobody  has  at  least 
consulted  me.  After  all,  it  is  my  district.  I  have 
been  antiairport  since  the  beginning  of  the  airport, 
and  I  have  opposed  it  right  to  this  very  day,  and 
will  oppose  it  until  I  have  my  last  dying  breath. 
We  are  antiairport  in  East  Boston,  and  we  want 
everybody  to  know  it.  They  are  taking  our  homes 
away  from  us,  they  have  ruined  our  homes.  They 
have  300  trucks  coming  in  and  going  through  the 
streets  every  day.  The  quicker  they  deliver  and 
the  quicker  they  unload,  the  quicker  they  get  back. 
It  is  shaking  down  the  ceilings  and  the  walls  in  our 
homes.  Everything  is  just  covered,  and  there  are 
homes  that  have  not  had  the  front  door  open  for  the 
past  two  years.  It  is  state-owned  property,  but  the 
Boston  police  are  not  allowed  on  the  property, 
they  cannot  make  an  arrest  on  the  property.  It 
is  under  state  guards  who  recently  just  took  over 
from  the  state  police.  I  hope  that  this  order  is 
not  passed,  and  I  hope  the  Council  will  go  along 
with  me  because,  after  all,  it  is  in  my  district,  and 
I  know  the  feeling  of  the  people  there.  We  do 
not  want  any  more  airports,  we  do  not  want  any 
more  airlines.  If  it  is  granted  today,  for  the 
love  of  God,  let  us  not  say  we  went  on  record  as 
taking  the  homes  of  the  people.  Right  now  they 
have  insisted  on  taking  away  18  homes,  and  I 
might  say  that  includes  the  home  of  Judge  Loschi, 
one  of  the  finest  men  in  our  town.  He  was  born 
in  that  house  50  years  ago,  and  now  the  state  is 
coming  in  there  to  take  his  home  by  eminent 
domain.  The  more  airlines,  the  less  homes,  and 
when  we  asked  how  much  time  we  have  to  get  the 
G  I's  and  their  wives  in  their  homes,  we  were 
told  60  to  90  days.  One  more  point.  Northeast 
got  this  other  hangar  with  the  agreement  to  pay 
a  rental  for  the  hangar  to  the  state,  and  up  to 
date  they  owe  $52,000  in  back  rent  to  the  State  of 
Massachusetts,  and  they  have  no  idea  whatsoever 
as  to  when  they  can  pay  it  back.  They  tell  me 
they  have  even  taken  the  state  to  court  to  try  to 
delay  payment  on  it.  I  don't  think  it  is  fair,  and 
I  hope  the  councilors  will  go  along  with  me  and 
say  they  don't  get  any  more. 

Coun.  BAYLEY— Mr.  President,  I  wish  to 
comment  on  the  remarks  of  the  councilor  from 
Ward  3  (Councilor  Russo,).  In  this  order  we  have 
a  chance  to  help  along  the  progress  of  the  City  of 
Boston.  I  believe  we  should  have  as  many  air- 
lines and  transportation  facilities  as  possible  in 
and  out  of  Boston  so  that  we  may  continue  to  be, 
or  become  even  more,  one  of  the  great  cities  in 
this  country.  We  are  the  starting-off  place,  if 
we  go  at  this  right,  for  takeoffs  to  all  European  and 
Asiatic  cities,  as  well  as  the  cities  of  America,  and 
I  believe  I  am  speaking  for  the  people  in  my  dis- 
trict and  the  majority  of  Boston,  when  I  say  we 
should  have  as  many  transportation  facilities  as 
possible.  It  may  be  true  it  is  causing  incon- 
venience to  the  people  of  East  Boston,  but  we 
should  look  at  this  in  the  large  way;  if  there  is 
no  more  room  for  airlines  at  the  East  Boston 
airport,  I  say,  make  room  for  these  lines,  encourage 
them  all  to  come  in  here  so  that  we  may  be  well 
served  and  be  able  to  take  care  of  the  people  of 
our  community  and  the  surrounding  districts.  I 
do  hope  this  order  will  pass,  and  I  do  hope  the 
application  will  be  granted  so  that  we  may  have 
another  airline  and  still  more  major  airlines  in 
the  city. 


Coun.  RUSSO — Mr.  President,  I  don't  wish  to 
get  into  any  debate  with  my  colleague  from  Ward  1 
(Councilor  Coffey).  However,  we  must  all  realize 
that  the  people  are  more  air-minded  today  than 
they  have  ever  been  before,  and  they  will  continue 
to  be  more  air-minded  the  more  facilities  we  can 
give  them.  Realizing,  as  I  said,  that  there  have 
been  millions  of  dollars  spent,  and  regardless  of 
what  the  councilor  from  Ward  1  may  think,  I  feel 
that  there  will  be  more  millions  of  dollars  spent  at 
the  Logan  Air  Field,  and  if  this  company  wishes  to 
come  in  to  the  City  of  Boston  to  bring  more  business 
to  the  City  of  Boston,  to  give  more  air  travel 
service  to  the  people,  I  feel  that  we  ought  to  look 
ahead.  We  must  realize  the  airport  is  there.  We 
must  realize  that  there  will  be  more  air  travel  as 
we  go  along,  and  why  should  we  stop  the  progress 
of  the  City  of  Boston  when  we  have  an  airport 
which,  I  believe,  will  be  one  of  the  leading  airports 
in  the  country,  where  we  can  bring  in  people  from 
all  parts  of  Europe  and  allow  people  to  leave  for  all 
parts  of  Europe.  It  will  mean  more  work,  it  will 
mean  more  business,  it  will  mean  that  the  City 
of  Boston  is  going  forward  and  not  backward,  and 
that  is  why  I  presented  this  resolution,  because  I 
believe  that  we  are  all  getting  more  air-minded 
today,  and  we  will  get  more  airminded  as  we  go 
along.  I  feel  the  City  of  Boston  ought  to  be  the 
first  one  to  encourage  such  a  program  in  order  to 
give  the  best  of  service  and  at  the  same  time  give 
employment  and  get  some  revenue. 

Coun.   COFFEY— Mr.   President,  there  is  one 
point  I  want  to  touch  on  that  Councilor  Russo 
touched  on,  and  that  is,  his  familiarity  with  the 
airport.     I  doubt  if  anybody  here  is  as  familiar 
with  the  airport  as  I  am.     I  doubt  if  there  has  been 
a  day  in  years  I  have  not  spent  a  part  of  at  the  air- 
port, and  I  know  the  conditions  there.     On  the  em- 
ployment question  which  Councilor  Russo  referred 
to,  go  down  there  and  find  out  how  many  Boston 
men  and  women  are  hired.     Go  down  sometime  and 
take  the  family  down  to  see  the  big  planes  land 
and  take  off,  and  you  will  find  out  what  we  have 
to  take.     You  can't  leave  a  pot  or  a  pan  on  the 
stove  or  sink,  you  have  to  take  them  all  and  hang 
them  up.     When  the  four-engine  planes  take  off — 
and  later,  I  suppose  there  will  be  six-  and  eight- 
engine  planes — the  vibration  is  so  bad  that  practi- 
cally everything  in  the  house  shakes.     You  can't 
hear    the    radio,    conversation    ceases,    until    the 
plane  is  700  or  800  yards  overhead.     They  hire 
southerners    and    westerners    down    there.     They 
import   them   and   bring   them   into   our   airport. 
Just  go  down  and  listen  to  the  lingo  of  anyone  who 
answers  the  questions  at  the  reservation  counters. 
Go  down  and  listen  to  them  to  see  if  you  can  hear 
a  Bostonian  accent  there.     You  will  find  one  out 
of  twenty,  one  out  of  thirty,  one  out  of  fifty,  who 
comes  from  the  City  of  Boston.     Now,  councilors, 
in  regard  to  this  talk  from  the  generous  man  from 
Ward  5  (Councilor  Bayley),  I  got  a  kick  out  of  it. 
When  you  go  through  the  Back  Bay  you  will  see 
lights  there  at  every  corner,  like  we  have  been  beg- 
ging for  in  every  district  in  Boston,  all  kinds  of  lights. 
For  what?    For  women  to  cross  the  streets  with  their 
poodle  dogs  while  our  kids  are  run  over.     Why,  all 
over  the  City  of  Boston  we  have  not  got  those 
lights.     Go  through  the  Back  Bay  and  look  at  the 
signs,  "  No  Trucks  Allowed  on   This  Street."     He 
wants  to  give  us  all  kinds  of  planes  over  there, 
take  our  homes  away  from  us,  put  hangars  under 
our  windows,  put  repair  shops  under  our  windows; 
repair  shops   working  24  hours   a  day.     But,   on 
trucks  on  the  streets  of  Ward  5,  no  pedlers  allowed 
on  the  streets  of  Ward  5.     "Stay  away  from  the 
bluebloods,  don't  come  near  us  in  the  Back  Bay; 
go  in  the  other  sections,  and  peddle  your  goods. 
And  don't  disturb  us  here.     We  will  call  up  the 
grocer  to  deliver  our  goods  and  have  the  liquor 
delivered  at  the  same  time,  and  probably  invite 
the  grocery  boy  into  the  house  if  he  is  big  enough." 
That  is  the  type  of  people  in  the  Back  Bay.     They 
keep  their   planes   there   in   the  hangars   of   East 
Boston,  and  come  over  there  and  get  drunk  and  get 
in   these   planes,    and   many   of   them   have   been 
grounded  for  it.     They  take  the  lives  and  safety  of 
the  people  of  our  district  in  their  hands,  and  if 
they  don't  have  a  crackup  they  go  off  to  the  peace- 
ful district,  Ward  5,  where  they  can  have  a  good 
night's  sleep.     They  live  in  the  Back  Bay  section 
where  the  bluebloods  live,  where  they  close  their 
homes  at  this  time  of  the  year  and  go  to  their  other 
homes  down  south  for  the  winter,  but  we  are  lucky 
to  have  clothes  for  our  kids  in  the  winter  in  the 
district  I  come  from.     Still,  they  come  up  here,  and 
we  have  to  improve  Boston  for  them,  and  improve 
the    airport.     For    what?     What   does   the   state 
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get  out  of  the  airport?  It  is  in  the  sea,  and  all  our 
airports  are  lucky  to  take  in  a  million  dollars 
revenue  last  year.  And  what  is  that  compared 
to  the  60  or  70  million  dollars  they  are  going  to 
spend  to  dig  a  hole  in  the  ocean,  to  make  an  airport 
for  the  bankers  and  brokers  of  Boston  who  have 
their  money  invested  there,  so  that  they  can  go  to 
Beacon  Hill  and  say  it  cost  $60,000,000.  But  if 
you  or  I  go  to  Beacon  Hill  to  reduce  the  old  age 
pension  down  to  60  years  so  that  the  folks  at  60 
can  receive  the  old  age  pension  and  stop  work,  and 
the  young  fellows,  the  G  I's  especially,  take  their 
jobs — no,  they  don't  fight  for  these  things,  they 
fight  for  things  that  should  not  be  of  interest  at  all. 
They  don't  understand.  They  don't  understand 
our  district.  They  don't  understand  what  is 
happening  to  us  over  there.  We  see  it,  we  know 
our  people  who  live  in  agony  over  there  now  be- 
cause General  Hale,  better  known  as  "John  Lies," 
has  been  telling  these  people  for  months  that  he  is 
going  to  take  their  homes.  How  would  you  like 
to  live  50  years  in  the  house  you  are  in  and  want 
to  stay  there  until  you  die,  and  have  him  come  in 
and  say,  "Within  60  or  90  days  we  will  take  the 
roof  from  over  your  head,  but  we  are  generous 
enough  to  give  20  or  25  per  cent  over  the  assessed 
valuation."  Some  of  them  have  been  assessed  for 
$2,200  or  $2,500,  and  they  will  have  taken  that 
much  money  and  put  it  into  the  house  in  the  past 
four  or  five  years.  What  return  are  they  going  to 
get?     I  ask  that  this  order  be  laid  on  the  table. 

President  KELLY — There  will  be  no  debate, 
councilor. 

The  question  came  on  laying  on  the  table. 

The  resolution  was  declared  laid  on  the  table. 
Councilor  Coffey  doubted  the  vote  and  asked  for 
a  roll  call,  and  being  sustained  by  a  sufficient 
number  of  councilors,  the  roll  was  called,  yeas  2, 
nays  4: 

Yeas — Councilors  Coffey,  Kinsella  —  2. 

Nays  —  Councilors  Bayley,  Chase,  Muchnick, 
Russo  —  4. 

Present — Councilors  Bryan,  Hannon,  Keenan, 
Kelly,  Lane,  Moriarty — 6. 

The  Chair  declared  the  motion  to  lay  on  the 
table  lost. 

Coun.  KINSELLA — I  desire  to  be  recorded  as 
changing  from  "Present"  to  "Yes." 

Coun.  RUSSO — I  move  a  suspension  of  the  rule. 

President  KELLY — Councilor  Russo  moves  a 
suspension  of  the  rule. 

Coun.  KINSELLA— Mr.  President,  I  did  not 
hear  much  of  the  debate  on  this  in  the  last  two 
seconds,  but  I  think  we  are  very  generous  to 
people  who  do  not  have  much  consideration  for 
us.  I  live  on  Belmont  street  in  Charlestown,  and 
on  top  of  Bunker  Hill  street,  within  a  hundred 
feet  of  my  home,  is  St.  Francis  de  Sales  Church 
which  is  mounted  by  a  spire  perhaps  100  feet  high. 
I  am  not  going  to  get  oratorical  about  this,  but  I 
will  ask  everyone  to  give  ten  seconds'  deep  re- 
flection on  this;  we  are  going  to  have  a  major 
disaster  in  Charlestown  sometime  because  of  low- 
flying  planes.  I  am  waiting  for  the  night  when  one 
of  these  planes  will  impale  itself  on  the  spire  of 
St.  Francis  de  Sales  Church,  and  there  is  no 
earthly  reason  for  these  pilots  flying  so  low.  It 
seems  to  me  when  they  reach  these  densely  in- 
habited areas  like  Charlestown,  they  can  go  out 
over  the  Mystic  river  and  pursue  a  course  straight 
to  the  airport  from  there  rather  than  flying  in 
some  cases  only  50  feet  over  the  roof  tops.  I 
have  been  awakened  at  1  or  2  o'clock  in  the  morn- 
ing with  the  roar  of  a  plane  100  feet  over  my 
roof  top.  I  am  not  thinking  primarily  of  7  Bel- 
mont street.  I  don't  say  they  can  crash  any 
place  else,  so  long  as  they  escape  me.  I  am 
saying  there  should  not  be  anything  that  would , 
contribute  to  a  crash  any  place.  Every  paper  in 
Boston,  the  Globe,  the  Herald,  the  Traveler,  the 
Post,  has  editorialized  the  low-flying  planes,  and 
I  have  refrained  from  saying  anything  in  the  past 
because  I  did  not  want  to  appear  to  have  gotten 
my  ideas  from  the  editorials  of  the  various  papers. 
For  those  who  live  in  the  other  parts  of  the  city, 
they  are  1,500  or  2,000  feet  below  a  plane  by  the 
time  it  reaches  that  area.  Stop  and  consider 
what  it  means  to  have  a  four-motored  transport 
plane  with  20  or  30  people  in  it  coming  over  your 
house  any  time  of  the  night  or  day,  in  fair  weather 
and  foul,  with  not  50  feet  to  spare,  and  with  a  100- 
foot  steeple  of  the  church  10D  feet  away,  sticking 
up  in  the  air  as  a  potential  menace,  it  to  the 
plane  and  the  plane  to  it.  I  have  asked  for  a 
few  seconds  of  reflection.  It  is  not  a  joke.  But 
why  do  as  some  of  our  city  department  heads  do? 
When  we  ask  them  to  improve  conditions  in  our 


district,  they  will  point  to  the  lack  of  fatalities. 
Before  they  give  you  street  lights  or  "Stop" 
signs  or  "Slow"  signs  or  traffic  lights,  they  will 
say  the  accident  record  does  not  warrant  it;  in 
other  words,  some  one  has  to  be  killed  first,  but 
unfortunately,  in  a  plane  accident,  they  are 
generally  all  killed.  I  am  living  in  deadly  fear 
that  a  plane  will  crash  into  the  steeple  of  that 
church  killing  everybody  in  the  plane  and  every- 
body in  the  area  where  it  finally  plummets  to 
earth  in  a  densely  settled  area  of  Boston.  If  you 
would  rather  have  commercial  expansion,  go  ahead 
and  vote  this  thing  in.  They  have  been  expanded 
enough  for  the  present,  at  least,  and  if  they  re- 
quire present  expansion,  let  them  make  a  con- 
cession where  our  lives  will  not  be  in  constant 
terror,  where  our  children  won't  wake  up  at  night 
crying  because  the  low-flying  planes  have  startled 
them  out  of  their  slumbers.  Why  not  give  our 
people  a  break  for  a  change?  Let  us  lay  it  on  the 
table.  I  think  we  can  force  out  of  them  better 
consideration  for  the  people  down  below  who 
cannot  get  out  from  under.  It  will  be  somebody, 
if  not  me,  it  may  be  you,  and  if  none  of  us,  it  will 
be  somebody  else  inevitably,  and  it  is  going  to 
happen.  I  hope  it  does  not,  but  it  is  going  to 
happen.  We  don't  have  to  knuckle  down  to 
every  commercial  proposition  that  comes  in  here 
on  the  plea  that  Boston  is  pioneering  and  that  if 
we  don't  do  this,  we  are  being  provincial,  we  are 
thinking  in  terms  of  1900  rather  than  in  terms  of 
1946.  Expansion  will  set  in,  anyway,  and  while 
the  expansion  is  taking  place,  let  us  protect  human 
lives.  Don't  make  an  issue  of  it,  we  can  let  them 
expand,  but  let  us  beat  concessions  out  of  them 
designed  to  do  one  thing  only,  preserve  the  lives 
of  these  people  who  won't  have  a  chance  if  a  thing 
like  this  eventuates.  I  hope  it  does  not  in  Charles- 
town or  East  Boston,  or  any  place  else.  The 
condition  is  serious.  Come  over  some  night  and 
sit  with  me,  and  then  you  will  be  glad  to  leave. 

President  KELLY — The  question  comes  on  the 
suspension  of  the  rules. 

Coun.  KINSELLA— I  hope  the  Chair  will  send 
this  to  the  Committee  on  Public  Safety  for  hear- 
ing, a  public  hearing,  if  it  is  satisfactory  to  the 
sponsor,  Councilor  Russo. 

President  KELLY — The  question  comes  on  the 
suspension  of  the  rules. 

Coun.  RUSSO— Mr.  President,  although  I 
heartily  agree  to  a  certain  extent  with  the  councilor 
from  Ward  2  (Councilor  Kinsella)  in  so  far  as  low 
flying  is  concerned,  however,  I  feel  there  are  rules 
and  regulations,  and  if  the  companies  do  not  live 
up  to  them,  the  Civil  Aeronautics  Board  know 
what  to  do.  But  as  far  as  the  crackups  are  con- 
cerned, we  have  the  most  deadly  mechanical 
instruments  going  through  our  streets  every  day 
in  the  week.  They  are  killing  more  persons  than 
are  taken  by  natural  death,  and  that  is  our  auto- 
mobiles. I  wonder  if  that  was  the  opinion  at  the 
time  when  automobiles  came  into  being?  If  it 
was,  we  would  not  have  automobiles  today. 
Every  day  there  are  more  and  more  on  the  road, 
and  the  idea  is  to  put  through  more  facilities  in 
order  to  make  it  easy  for  them  to  operate.  We 
have  had  crackups  on  trains,  we  have  read  about 
them,  we  know  about  them,  and  we  will  have  the 
same  fatalities  on  airplanes.  However,  that  will 
not  stop  the  progress,  the  wheel  of  progress  will 
continue  to  go  on  and  on.  Where  we  have  air- 
planes today  and  where  the  people  will  be  using 
more  airplanes  tomorrow,  especially  in  the  City 
of  Boston,  to  bring  it  closer,  only  a  few  hours  to 
all  parts  of  Europe,  I  really  can't  see  any  objec- 
tion, Mr.  President.  We  have  them,  we  know 
what  they  are,  and  we  know  as  we  go  along,  the 
mechanical  side  of  them  will  be  improved  with 
time.  However,  if  we  thought  that  when  we  got 
into  our  automobiles,  that  we  were  going  to  get 
killed  or  come  to  a  smashup,  we  would  not  be 
riding  in  the  automobiles,  and  if  we  thought  in 
the  same  manner  so  far  as  rail  is  concerned,  we 
would  not  be  traveling  by  rail,  and  if  we  do  the 
same  thing  on  air  travel,  then  there  would  not  be 
any  air  travel  whatsoever.  We  have  these  mechan- 
ical traveling  devices,  they  are  here,  and  they  are 
here  to  stay,  and  they  are  here  to  be  improved. 
I  know  that  we  will  have  accidents,  no  matter 
what  we  do.  One  of  us  can  have  an  accident 
while  walking  here,  and  drop  dead  through  the 
accident.  That  is  life.  So  far  as  that  is  con- 
cerned, Mr.  President,  I  can't  see  any  reasonable 
objection.  I  feel  that  when  this  company  is 
willing  to  give  its  service  to  people  to  leave  from 
the  City  of  Boston — it  means  more  commerce  in 
the   City   of   Boston,   more   business — we   should 
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grant  it.  I  really  can't  see  any  objection  so  far 
as  the  councilor  from  Ward  1  (Councilor  Coffey) 
is  concerned.  I  sympathize  with  him.  However, 
there  has  been  a  pro  and  a  con  in  East  Boston, 
but  the  question  remains.  What  we  have  to  be 
guided  by  is.  it  is  here,  we  have  the  airport  there 
now.  Are  we  going  to  let  it  alone  without  making 
any  improvements,  without  giving  any  better 
facilities  or  more  facilities  for  the  people  traveling 
by  air?  Or  are  we  going  to  say,  "We  have  reached 
this  far,  and  we  are  not  going  ahead  any  further?" 
I  say  we  have  to  go  further,  because  the  idea  is, 
with  time  there  will  be  more  improvements. 

President  KELLY — The  question  comes  on  the 
suspension  of  the  rule. 

Coun.  BAYLEY— Very  briefly,  I  wonder  if  the 
sponsor  would  have  any  objection  to  having  my 
name  as  co-sponsor  of  the  resolution? 

Coun.  RUSSO — No  objection.  Mr.  President, 
if  I  may,  before  I  forget,  I  wish  to  bring  to  the 
attention  of  the  Council  that  I  understand  all 
these  other  eleven  cities  have  approved  that  peti- 
tion, and  I  feel  that  we  in  Boston  ought  to  do 
likewise.  We  ought  to  encourage  the  companies 
to  come  in. 

Coun.  COFFEY— Will  the  councilor  from 
Ward  3  (Councilor  Russo)  answer  a  question? 

President  KELLY — Councilor  Russo,  will  you 
answer  a  question? 

Coun.  RUSSO — I  will  hear  the  question. 
Coun.  COFFEY — I  would  like  to  know  where 
you  got  this  plan.     I  have  not  seen  it. 

President  KELLY — Will  you  answer  that 
question  of  Councilor  Coffey? 

Coun.  RUSSO — Yes.  I  got  this  plan  from  a 
friend  of  mine  when  he  knew  I  was  going  to  present 
the  resolution,  and  he  gave  me  the  plan  showing 
the  various  routes. 

Coun.  COFFEY — Another  question,  if  he  cares 
to  answer.  Would  he  care  to  name  the  friend, 
and  whether  he  is  connected  with  the  airline,  or 
whether  he  is  anticipating  a  job  with  this  new 
outfit? 

President  KELLY — Councilor  Russo? 
Coun.  RUSSO — It  has  no  bearing  in  so  far  as 
the  resolution  is  concerned. 

President  KELLY — I  think  that  is  a  little  bit 
far  removed  from  the  resolution. 

Coun.  KINSELLA — I  want  to  say  this  thing  is 
big  enough  to  warrant  the  attention  of  every 
councilor  here,  and  I  don't  think  any  of  us  want  to 
hamstring  the  people  in  commercial  enterprises, 
and  by  that  I  don't  mean  to  take  back  a  word  I 
just  said,  but  at  a  public  hearing  we  would  elicit 
certain  information. 

President  KELLY — Would  you  make  that  in 
the  form  of  a  motion? 

Coun.  KINSELLA — I  have  already  made  it. 
President  KELLY — -The  Chair  misunderstood 
you,  councilor.  The  Chair  thought  you  just 
suggested  it.  The  motion  would  have  been  in 
order  to  refer  it  to  the  Committee  on  Public 
Safety. 

Coun.  KINSELLA— As  a  matter  of  fact,  I  did 
but  you  said  there  was  a  motion  of  Councilor 
Russo  before  the  Body. 

President  KELLY — I  did  not  understand  you 
made  a  motion,  councilor. 

Coun.  KINSELLA — I  am  going  to  wind  up  and 
make  a  motion.  Mr.  President,  I  would  like 
Councilor  Russo  to  go  along  with  it  because  it  will 
give  Councilor  Coffey  a  chance  to  elicit  information 
regarding  the  condition  of  his  district  and  the 
rest  of  the  public.  It  will  give  me  a  chance  and  a 
chance  to  those  others  who  are  terrorized  by  these 
planes,  and  I  am  not  ashamed  to  tell  you  I  am; 
a  chance  to  find  out  whether  or  not  they  are 
going  to  respect  the  rules  of  the  road  and  fly  high 
enough.  They  don't  do  it  now.  If  I  am  not 
mistaken,  I  think  the  limit  is  1,500  feet  over  a 
densely  populated  area,  but  they  come  in  over 
Charlestown  and  my  home  in  many  instances  at 
less  than  100  feet.  You  can  visualize  a  plane  on 
the  ground,  a  four-motored  plane,  which  is  a 
monstrous-looking  object,  but  when  you  see  it 
100  feet  over  your  head,  over  your  housetop  at 
200  miles  an  hour,  it  is  enough  to  strike  terror 
in  anyone's  heart,  and  I  don't  have  to  be  a  coward 
to  admit  it.  I  am  thinking  of  my  defenseless 
children  who  cannot  get  away  from  it.  If  the 
papers  of  Boston  anticipated  these  remarks  by 
eight  or  nine  months  and  if  the  condition  war- 
ranted editorial  comment,  it  warrants  criticism 
here,  and  yet,  in  all  fairness,  I  did  not  get  any 
ideas  from  the  newspapers.  It  is  a  condition 
from  which  I  suffer  every  day  of  the  week.  Again, 
I  extend  to  every  one  of  you  an  invitation  to  sit 


with  me  any  evening,  cloudy  or  clear,  and  you  will 
wonder  what  is  going  to  happen  to  that  plane 
which  appears  to  be  coming  into  the  front  window. 
I  won't  raise  a  voice  for  these  people  until  they 
concede  to  us  that  human  rights  come  first  and 
that  this  expansion  can  come  afterwards.  As  far 
as  Councilor  Russo's  statement  concerning  auto- 
mobiles is  concerned,  I  grant  he  is  100  per  cent 
correct.  Most  of  our  accidents  in  this  country 
take  place  in  the  homes,  but  we  don't  stop  build- 
ing them  because  of  that,  but  when  people  have 
a  dollar  and  cents  commercial  business  and  the 
operation  of  that  business  can  wind  up  in  disaster 
for  innocent  people  in  spite  of  regulations  because 
they  won't  obey  them,  somebody,  the  newspapers 
or  the  law,  should  make  them  obey — should  make 
them  obey — should  make  them  obey!  I  move  this 
be  sent  to  the  Committee  on  Public  Safety  for 
hearing,  which  is  to  be  properly  and  legally 
announced,  so  that  they  will  have  no  excuse  for 
not  attending.     Then  we  will  talk  about  it. 

President  KELLY — The  motion  is  to  refer  to 
the  Committee  on  Public  Safety,  which  takes 
precedence  over  the  motion  to  suspend  the  rules. 
Councilor  Chase,  not  having  spoken. 

Coun.  CHASE — I  am  very  much  in  favor  of 
doing  everything  within  our  power  to  improve 
the  airport  facilities  in  Boston.  I  am  in  favor  of 
having  more  airlines  coming  into  Boston,  because 
it  means  more  business  in  Boston.  But,  Mr. 
President,  with  due  reflection  I  think  I  would 
vote  to  lay  the  matter  on  the  table,  having  in 
mind,  sir,  that  many  of  these  four-motored  planes, 
practically  all  these  four-motored  planes,  which 
head  for  New  York  and  other  points  west,  go 
over  my  district,  and  many  of  them  circle  at  very 
low  altitudes,  and  the  noise,  sir,  is  tremendous  at 
times.  I  know  of  many  people  in  my  district  who 
have  complained  of  the  propeller  and  motor  noise 
in  the  early  hours  of  the  morning.  Sir,  there  is  a 
great  deal  to  what  the  councilor  from  Charlestown 
(Councilor  Kinsella)  has  said,  that  the  rights  of 
human  beings  should  be  paramount  to  the  rights 
of  business  interests.  To  go  one  step  further, 
Mr.  President,  prior  to  the  airplane  business  com- 
ing into  existence,  we  had  laws  on  the  books  of 
this  state  that  said  the  property  owners'  land 
goes  away  down  to  the  center  of  the  earth  and 
way  up  to  the  sky,  but  because  of  our  modern 
advances  in  airplanes,  your  states  have  enacted 
new  laws  enabling  business  firms  such  as  airlines 
to  utilize  the  air  above  the  holdings  of  the  property 
owners.  There  is  some  question,  Mr.  President, 
as  to  whether  or  not  they  can  legally  do  that, 
but  that  is  beside  the  point.  The  fact  is,  in  my 
district,  the  citizens  are  at  times,  and  many 
times,  bothered  by  this  tremendous  noise  of 
motors  and  propellers.  I  maintain,  sir,  at  times 
the  major  airlines  operate  their  airplanes  at  such 
low  altitudes  that  they  constitute  a  public  nuisance. 
There  is  no  reason  why  the  members  of  the  public 
in  the  early  hours  of  the  morning  should  be  com- 
pelled to  be  awakened  by  this  noise  from  air- 
planes. There  is  no  reason  why  your  major 
airlines  should  not  be  compelled  to  head  out  to 
sea  in  order  to  gain  higher  altitude  and  then  fly 
west  over  the  roof  tops  of  the  citizens  of  Boston. 
Your  citizenry  has  some  rights,  and  I  am  glad 
this  order  was  introduced  today  to  bring  this 
point  to  a  head  in  order  to  make  the  proper  officials 
aware  of  the  fact  that  there  is  such  a  thing  as  a 
noise  nuisance  today  being  constituted  by  your 
major  airlines.  I  hear  airplanes  every  single  night 
in  the  week,  and  at  times  many  of  them  are  quite 
loud,  so  much  so  that  they  wake  you  out  of  your 
sound  sleep.  If  these  major  airlines  operated  air- 
planes at  higher  altitudes  before  they  went  over 
the  roof  tops  of  the  people  in  Ward  4  and  other 
sections  of  Boston,  then  you  would  not  have  this 
noise  nuisance.  It  would  seem  to  me,  sir,  they 
could  obviate  this  noise  nuisance  in  Boston  by 
compelling  major  airlines  to  head  out  into  the 
open  sea  in  order  to  gain  high  altitudes  before 
they  turned  west  to  fly  over  our  roof  tops. 
Apparently  they  don't  do  this.  Apparently  they 
start  at  a  low  altitude  and  go  over  our  roof  tops 
at  low  altitude.  The  citizens  of  Boston  are  entitled 
to  some  quietness  in  the  early  hours  of  the  morn- 
ing, and  something  should  be  done  about  it. 
I  am  in  full  accord  to  this  extent  with  the  gentle- 
man from  Charlestown  (Councilor  Kinsella)  and 
the  gentleman  from  East  Boston  (Councilor 
Coffey).  I  think,  sir,  this  should  be  laid  on  the 
table,  and  a  written  order  passed  asking  his 
Honor  the  Mayor  to  request  the  State  Board  of 
Aeronautics  to  study  the  possibility  of  having  all 
the  major  airlines  adopt  different  flight  routes  in 
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order  to  ensure  higher  altitude  flying  over  the 
City  of  Boston  to  eliminate  the  noise  caused  by 
the  motors  and  propellers.  I  hope  that  this 
matter  is  laid  on  the  table. 

President  KELLY— The  motion  before  the 
Body  now  is  to  refer  this  matter  to  the  Committee 
on  Public  Safety  and  hold  a  public  hearing. 
Councilor  Scannell,  not  having  spoken. 

Coun.  SCANNELL— Being  busy  on  the  outside 
on  committee  matters,  I  did  not  hear  the  order, 
but  I  would  like  to  take  exception  to  the  remarks 
of  the  gentleman  from  Ward  4.  It  is  very  evident 
the  gentleman  from  Ward  4  does  not  know  very 
much  about  flying  an  airplane.  I  don't  know 
very  much  about  it,  either,  but  I  know  this,  Mr. 
President,  that  if  an  airplane  takes  off,  it  has  to 
take  off  into  the  wind  and  when  it  comes  in,  it  has 
to  come  in  with  the  wind.  I  am  sure  on  this 
question  of  protection  against  the  airline  people, 
they  come  over  my  district  not  because  they  like 
to  come  over,  but  it  is  because  they  have  to  come 
over.  I  think  the  gentleman  from  Ward  4  better 
study  his  aeronautics.  I  think  he  could  go  to  the 
East  Boston  airport  and  learn  a  little  bit  about  the 
airplane,  that  it  has  to  come  in  with  the  wind, 
and  that  to  take  off  it  has  to  go  into  the  wind. 

President  KELLY — It  is  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  Public  Safety. 

Coun.    COFFEY— Mr.    President,    just   briefly 
on  the  statement  that  Councilor  Russo  made,  and 
to   clarify   things   for  the  other  members   of  the 
Council,  Joe  said  as  far  as  East  Boston  is  con- 
cerned, there  is  a  pro  and  there  is  a  con.     Let  me 
tell  you  that  Joe  Russo  and  anybody  else  in  this 
city  can  go  over  to  East  Boston  and  will  not  find 
one  person  in  favor  of  the  airport,  not  one.     We 
are  all  antiairport,  all  of  us  in  East  Boston.     Coun- 
cilor Chase  says  that  the  noise  bothers  him  in  the 
Back  Bay.     How  the  hell  do  you  think  that  we 
feel  in  East  Boston?     Each  time  it  comes  over  my 
house — and  there  is  a  line  directly  over  my  house — ■ 
it    circles    Charlestown   to   head   for   New   York. 
That  plane  has  gained  700  to  1,000  feet  in  altitude, 
I  dare  say,  and  with  an  ordinary  fishing  pole  you 
could  get  on  top  of  a  house  where  I  live  and  touch 
that  plane.     We  can  see  the  pilot,  we  can  tell  the 
passengers   on   the   right-hand   side,    and   we  can 
count  the  passengers  on  the  left-hand  side  when  the 
plane  is  landing.     This  is  a  sickening  thing  to  me, 
and  has  been  for  years.     There  was  one  councilor 
up  here  one  year  who  saw  fit  to  oppose  me  on 
everything  I  wanted  because  he  was  pretty  close 
to  the  Mayor,  Maurice  J.  Tobin,  and  one  day  he 
found  himself  in  a  hell  of  an  embarrassing  position. 
There  were  15  members  present  and  oh  the  second 
meeting  when  the  order  came  up  for  the  firehouse 
in  his  ward,  he  did  not  have  to  come  to  me,  but 
he  did,  and  he  asked  me  to  give  him  a  vote.     I 
did,  and  some  of  you  old  councilors  are  smiling, 
remembering  it.     I  gave  him  the  vote  which  gave 
him  the  15  votes  necessary  for  that  firehouse.     I 
am  sick  and  tired  of  the  airport  in  my  district. 
To  you  it  does  not  mean  a  darned  thing,  but  if  you 
want  municipal  buildings  or  you  want  a  ball  park 
or  some  small  play  area  for  your  children,  you 
come    around,    but   if    anybody    takes    the    floor 
against  you,  you  would  hit  the  ceiling.     What  are 
you   trying   to   do?     You   don't   realize   you   are 
hurting — my,  you  are  hurting  the  people  of  my 
district.     These  people  that  represent  the  airlines 
have   not   got   Coffey.     I   could   have   had   these 
plans  to  introduce.     I  could  have  had  money  to 
introduce   them.     I    could   have   had    free   travel 
tickets  on  any  damned  line  in  East  Boston,  any 
one  of  them,  and  I  can  name  any  manager  over 
there.     I  can  name  nearly  all  the  pilots  and  co* 
pilots  and  the  hostesses  because  I  tell  you,  I  visit 
the   airport   practically   every   day   in   the   week. 
This  is  really  serious  to  me,  and  you  people  don't 
realize  how  serious  it  is  to  the  people  in  my  dis- 
trict.    We   are   fed   up   with   the   airport.     They 
have  taken  57  acres  of  playground  away  from  us 
and  a  100-foot  bathing  beach  at  Wood  Island  Park. 
In  fact,  they  have  still  Wood  Island  Park  to  tear 
down  and  Governor's  Island  to  tear  down;  they 
have  not  started  on  that  yet.     Fifty-seven  acres! 
I  ask  that  this  order  be  amended,  and  I  ask  in 
that   amendment   if   this   airline   is   granted   per- 
mission to  operate  from  the  East  Boston  airport, 
any  buildings  or  any  hangars  they  erect  must  be 
erected   on   the   land   which   we   now   call   Wood 
Island    Memorial    Park    or    further    out    through 
Governor's  Island,  not  on  land  where  they  affect 
my  people.     I  ask  that  amendment  be  included 
in  the  order,  and  I  would  be  satisfied  even  if  the 


order  is  passed,  providing  they  build  out  and  do 
not  come  in  and  take  any  more  of  our  property 
away  from  us. 

President  KELLY — The  motion  to  refer  it  to 
the  Committee  on  Public  Safety  takes  precedence. 
Coun.    COFFEY— Could    the    amendment    be 
added  to  the  reference,  Mr.  President? 

President  KELLY — It  can  be  amended  in  the 
committee,  councilor.  Speaking  on  the  motion,  I 
think  it  is  a  matter  to  go  to  the  Committee  on 
Public  Safety. 

Coun.  BRYAN— Mr.  President,  I  hope  this 
order  will  go  to  the  Committee  on  Public  Safety  so 
that  we  may  have  a  public  hearing  to  hear  both 
sides  of  the  story  and  so  that  all  councilors  and  all 
the  people  in  the  city  will  have  an  opportunity  to 
come  to  be  heard,  along  with  the  members  of  the 
airlines. 

President  KELLY — The  motion  is  to  refer  this 
matter  to  the  Committee  on  Public  Safety. 

Coun.  RUSSO — Mr.  President,  I  know  we  have 
taken  up  more  time  than  we  anticipated  on  this 
question.  However,  I  wish  to  leave  this  thought 
with  the  Council,  in  so  far  as  the  councilor  from 
Ward  1  (Councilor  Coffey)  is  concerned,  I  have  no 
animosity  towards  him,  and  I  don't  intend  to  hurt 
any  councilor.  That  has  always  been  my  motive, 
and  I  shall  always  continue  to  keep  it  my  motive. 

In  so  far  as  any  implication  is  concerned 

Coun.  COFFEY— Mr.  President, 

President  KELLY — Councilor  Coffey,  is  it  a 
question? 

Coun.  COFFEY — No,  it  is  not  a  question,  Mr. 
President,  and  I  don't  want  him  to  make  a  state- 
ment which  he  will  regret  later,  a  statement  which 
is  then  in  the  record. 

President  KELLY — Will  Councilor  Russo  yield 
to  Councilor  Coffey? 
Coun.  RUSSO— I  do. 
President  KELLY — Councilor  Coffey. 
Coun.  COFFEY — I  thought  he  was  going  to 
bring  up  something.  He  might  have  forgotten  the 
statement  I  made  previously  when  I  asked  that 
question  as  to  who  gave  him  this  plan,  and  if  it 
was  somebody  interested  in  a  job.  They  ap- 
proached me  because  it  is  in  my  district,  and  that 
is  why  I  say  I  was  approached;  they  have  ap- 
proached me.  I  could  have  tickets  on  any  airline 
—  I  repeat  that  —  because  it  is  my  district.  It  is 
not  Councilor  Russo's  district.  As  I  asked  in  the 
first  place,  is  he  interested  to  get  somebody  a  job 
there?  I  think  the  man  handling  the  plan  is  in 
this  building  so  that  he  could  go  to  work. 

President  KELLY — The  question  is  on  the  mat- 
ter of  referring  it  to  the  Committee  on  Public 
Safety. 

Coun.  RUSSO — Because  it  is  my  belief  that  we 
are  getting  more  air-minded  and  we  will  continue 
to  get  more  air-minded  and  travel  more  by  air  than 
we  have  ever  done  before,  and  realizing  also,  as  I 
understand  it,  that  the  hearing  before  the  Civil 
Aeronautics  Board  at  Atlantic  City  will  probably 
terminate  in  a  week's  time,  that  is  the  only  reason 
why  I  presented  this  resolution  today,  but  if  in  the 
judgment  of  the  councilors  they  think  we  should 
send  this  to  the  committee,  it  makes  no  difference 
to  me.  I  can  assure  you  that  no  one  has  ap- 
proached me,  no  one  has  made  any  promises,  or 
even  given  me  the  idea  of  getting  one  ticket  for 
one  flight.  Therefore,  it  is  merely  because  I  be- 
lieve that  where  we  have  the  airport,  and  there  is 
no  question  in  my  mind,  regardless  of  what  we  do 
or  don't  do,  that  the  airport  will  be  developed  as 
we  go  along,  there  will  be  more  traffic  by  air  as  we 
go  along,  I  want  to  let  the  councilors  know  that 
in  so  far  as  I  am  concerned,  it  has  been  merely 
because  the  editorials  and  such  like  I  have  read 
have  enthused  me  to  present  this  resolution.  I 
feel  that  we  ought  to  have  a  company  which  will 
leave  from  Boston  directly  to  Europe  and  to  con- 
nect from  there  out  to  these  other  twelve  main 
cities  of  our  country,  so  that  they  can  bring  their 
load  into  the  City  of  Boston  and  hop  on  to  the 
other  transatlantic  liners  which  will  take  them  to 
their  destination.  The  only  reason  why  I  press  it 
is  because  the  hearing  may  be  terminated  this 
week,  so  whatever  value  it  may  have  afterwards  is 
up  to  the  councilors  to  decide. 

President  KELLY — The  question  is  on  the 
motion  to  refer  it  to  the  Committee  on  Public 
Safety. 

Coun.  COFFEY— For  the  sake  of  the  record 
again,  and  for  the  sake  of  the  other  councilors,  this 
is  not  so  important.  We  are  not  going  on  record. 
We  are  not  granting  anything.  Don't  be  under 
the  misapprehension  there  is  no  airline  now 
running   from   East   Boston   to   Europe   because 
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I  want  to  make  that  correction.  Both  the  United 
and  TWA  run  out  of  Logan  Airport  right  direct 
to  Europe  at  the  present  time,  so  that  is  no  need 
for  a  third  line  coming  in  there. 

President  KELLY — The  question  is  on  the 
motion  to  refer  to  the  Committee  on  Public  Safety. 

Coun.  RUSSO — That  may  be  so,  Mr.  President, 
but  I  also  have  in  mind  the  greatest  thing  in  our 
business  is  always  competition,  and  I  love  com- 
petition. 

The  resolution  was  referred  to  the  Committee 
on  Public  Safety. 

Coun.  KINSELLA — Mr.  President,  a  point  of 
information. 

President  KELLY — What  is  your  point  of 
information? 

Coun.  KINSELLA— Will  the  Chair  determine 
from  the  clerk  whether  or  not  the  public  hearing 
requires  a  notice  of  more  than  seven  days  on  this? 

President  KELLY — No  requirement  of  any 
kind  for  a  notice  of  this  sort. 

Coun.  KINSELLA — As  chairman  of  the  Public 
Safety  Committee,  Mr.  President,  at  10  o'clock 
next  Friday  morning  we  will  have  a  hearing  at  the 
Chamber  and  all  councilors  are  invited.  I  will 
ask  the  Chair  to  instruct  the  Clerk  of  Committees 
to  invite  a  representative  of  the  airlines,  each 
airline,  to  be  here,  that  uses  the  East  Boston 
airport. 

President  KELLY — You  can  invite  anybody 
you  want  as  chairman  of  the  committee.  You 
instruct  the  Clerk  of  Committees  as  to  those  whom 
you  want  invited.     Councilor  Coffey  is  in  order. 

Coun.  COFFEY— May  I  ask  the  councilor  if 
he  can  change  it  to  Thursday  because  Friday  I 
will  be  out  of  town? 

President  KELLY — Can  you  and  Councilor 
Kinsella  get  together? 


REMOVAL  OF  CERTAIN   WARD  5 
RESTRICTIONS. 

Coun.  COFFEY  offered  the  following: 

Ordered,  That  the  Board  of  Street  Commis- 
sioners be  requested,  through  his  Honor  the 
Mayor,  to  remove  all  signs  from  Ward  5  re- 
stricting trucks  and  pedlers. 

Coun.  COFFEY — Mr.  President,  we  have  a  very 
bad  traffic  condition  in  the  City  of  Boston,  and  no 
doubt  some  of  it  is  due  to  the  fact  that  trucks  have 
to  use  only  certain  streets.  If  all  the  highways  and 
byways  of  Boston  were  open  for  trucks,  they  could 
use  the  Back  Bay  section  of  Boston.  There  is  no 
doubt  in  my  mind  that  streets  overloaded  now  with 
vehicles  would  be  to  some  extent  relieved  of  the 
heavy  traffic,  and  the  traffic  would  improve 
throughout  the  entire  city.  I  think  that  is  a  very 
good  order  as  far  as  trucks  are  concerned.  Now, 
as  to  pedlers,  I  don't  think  it  is  fair  or  proper  that 
pedlers  should  be  restricted  to  certain  streets  in 
the  City  of  Boston.  I  think  if  a  man  comes  into 
City  Hall  and  pays  for  a  license,  especially  if  it  is 
a  young  man  now  going  into  the  peddling  business 
— and  I  refer  to  the  G  I — I  think  that  license  ought 
to  call  for  every  street  in  the  entire  city.  If  they 
have  goods  to  sell,  I  think  they  ought  to  be  allowed 
to  sell  them  everywhere,  in  East  Boston,  Charles- 
town,  Roxbury,  Dorchester,  Brighton,  or  other 
sections  of  Boston,  all  over  the  entire  City  of 
Boston.  One  part  of  Boston  is  no  better  than  any 
other  part;  in  fact,  some  parts  of  Boston  to  which 
I  refer  are  not  as  good  as  some  of  the  sections  we 
live  in,  and  we  know  that,  both  morally  and  other- 
wise. Mr.  President,  I  hope  this  order  is  passed, 
that  trucks  be  allowed  to  use  every  street  in  Boston 
and  pedlers  be  allowed  to  sell  their  wares  on  every 
street  in  Boston,  and  not  be  restricted  from  the 
Ward  5  section  of  the  Back  Bay. 

Coun.  BAYLEY — Mr.  President,  it  is  very  fine 
to  get  up  here  and  learn  we  have  an  expert,  not 
only  an  expert  on  the  airport,  but  also  on  the 
streets  of  Boston.  He  knows  a  great  deal  more  than 
the  Traffic  Commissioner  knows  and  the  Street 
Commissioners  and  the  Street  Laying-Out  De- 
partment and  the  Park  Commissioner.  Possibly 
he  should  be  running  for  the  office  of  the  Mayor 
of  Boston  with  such  wide  knowledge. 

Coun.  COFFEY— I  might  at  that. 

Coun.  BAYLEY — Mr.  President,  it  has  been 
my  purpose  from  the  outset,  and  I  think  it  is  the 
purpose  of  this  Council  to  look  after  our  districts 
as  best  we  can.  I  am  not  the  expert  of  Ward  5 
and  I  am  not  trying  to  say  what  should  be  done, 
but  I  move  this  order  be  laid  on  the  table. 

The  motion  to  lay  on  the  table  was  declared  lost. 


President  KELLY — Councilor  Kinsella. 

Coun.  KINSELLA — I  doubt  the  vote  and  ask 
for  a  roll  call. 

President  KELLY — Councilor  Kinsella  doubts 
the  vote  and  asks  for  a  roll  call;  in  fact,  I  will  join 
him. 

Coun.  CANTWELL— Will  the  clerk  please  read 
the  order? 

(The  order  was  read  by  the  clerk.) 

The  roll  was  called,  yeas  4,  nays  8,  and  the 
motion  to  lay  on  the  table  was  lost. 

Coun.  BAYLEY — Mr.  President,  I  now  move 
it  be  referred  to  the  appropriate  committee. 

President  KELLY — Councilor  Bayley  moves  it 
be  referred  to  the  Public  Works  and  Street  Com- 
missioners Committee. 

The  motion  was  carried,  and  the  order  was  re- 
ferred to  the  Committee  on  Public  Works  and  Street 
Commissioners. 


ADOPTION   OF  HIGHER   FLIGHT   ALTI- 
TUDES  BY   BOSTON   PLANES. 

Coun.  CHASE  offered  the  following: 
Ordered,  That  the  State  Board  of  Aeronautics 
be  requested,  through  his  Honor  the  Mayor,  to 
study  the  possibility  of  having  all  of  the  major 
airline  planes  leaving  and  landing  at  East  Boston 
adopt  different  flight  routes  in  order  to  assure 
higher  flight  altitudes  to  prevent  disturbing  the 
citizens  of  Boston  by  the  motors  and  propellers. 
Referred  to  Committee  on  Public  Safety. 


ABATEMENTS   OVER   $25,000   MADE 
IN    1946. 

Coun.  CHASE  offered  the  following: 

Ordered,  That  the  Board  of  Assessors  be  re- 
quested, through  his  Honor  the  Mayor,  to  submit 
a  list  of  names  and  addresses  of  persons  to  whom 
abatements  over  $25,000  have  been  granted  for  the 
year  of  1946. 

Coun.  CHASE — Mr.  President,  his  Honor  the 
Mayor  at  the  beginning  of  the  year  announced  that 
his  Board  of  Assessors  had  increased  all  of  down- 
town Boston  assessments  by  millions  of  dollars  of 
assessed  valuation. 

Coun.  COOK — Mr.  President,  a  point  of  order. 

President  KELLY — State  the  point  of  order. 

Coun.  COOK — It  seems  to  me  this  order  con- 
flicts with  the  jurisdiction  of  the  City  Council. 

President  KELLY — Will  you  state  the  point  of 
order? 

Coun.  COOK — The  order  conflicts  with  the  juris- 
diction and  powers  of  the  City  Council  under  our 
charter. 

President  KELLY— The  President  will  rule, 
under  the  wording  of  the  order,  the  order  is  in 
order. 

Coun.  COOK — Will  the  clerk  please  read  the 
order  again? 

(The  order  was  read  by  the  clerk.) 

Coun.  COOK — They  say  they  will  submit  the 
list? 

President  KELLY — The  councilor  from  Ward  4 
(Councilor  Chase)  requests  the  Mayor  to  do  some- 
thing.   Therefore,  the  order  is  in  order. 

Coun.  COOK— Mr.  President, 

President  KELLY — Councilor  Cook,  for  what 
purpose? 

Coun.  COOK — When  you  request  a  man  to  do 
something,  it  has  to  be  specific.  He  wants  the 
Board  of  Assessors  to  submit  a  list.  To  whom? 
If  it  was  to  the  UN,  of  course,  it  would  be  out  of 
order. 

Coun.  CHASE— To  the  City  Council,  Mr. 
President. 

President  KELLY — Councilor  Cook,  the  Chair 
will  inform  you  that  Councilor  Chase  means  the 
Council.    The  list  is  to  come  to  the  City  Council. 

Coun.  COOK — It  could  be  submitted  to  any- 
body. 

President  KELLY— The  Chair  has  ruled  this 
order  is  in  order. 

Coun.  COOK — I  appeal  from  the  ruling  of  the 
Chair. 

President  KELLY — Councilor  Cook  appeals 
from  the  ruling  of  the  Chair. 

Coun.  FISH — I  second  it. 

President  KELLY — Councilor  Fish  seconds  it. 
The  question  is,  shall  the  decision  of  the  Chair 
stand  in  the  judgment  of  the  Council?  The  clerk 
will  call  the  roll. 
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The  roll  was  called,  and  when  the  name  of  Coun- 
cilor Linehan  was  called,  Councilor  Linehan  said: 

Will  the  clerk  please  tell  me  what  I  am  supposed 
to  vote  on? 

_  President  KELLY — The  appeal  from  the  deci- 
sion of  the  Chair.  A  "yes"  vote  means  the  decision 
of  the  Chair  is  sustained. 

Coun.  LINEHAN — On  what  question? 
President  KELLY — On  the  point  of  order. 
Coun.  LINEHAN — Will  you  give  us  the  ruling 
on  the  order?    I  want  to  know  what  the  ruling  on 
the  order  was. 

(Discussion  at  the  bench.) 

President  KELLY — Seven  votes  in  the  affirma- 
tive and  five  in  the  negative.  The  position  of  the 
Chair  is  sustained.     Councilor  Chase. 

Coun.  CHASE — Mr.  President,  his  Honor  the 
Mayor  at  the  beginning  of  the  year  announced 
that  his  Board  of  Assessors  had  increased  the  as- 
sessed valuation  of  all  downtown  properties  by 
millions  of  dollars,  and  he  gave  as  a  reason,  sir, 
that  in  the  past  they  have  been  underassessed. 
Now,  Mr.  President,  it  is  a  common  story,  the 
story  about  the  Little  Building  —  it  is  a  common 
story  that  there  was  a  $100,000  abatement  on 
Huntington  avenue  property,  and  it  has  been 
called  to  my  attention  a  few  days  ago  that  another 
large  abatement  of  over  $200,000  was  granted  to 
a  certain  property  owner  on  Washington  street. 
Mr.  President,  if  those  large  abatements  are  going 
to  continue  at  the  rate  they  have,  I  am  wondering 
just  where  the  city  is  going  to  get  its  tax  revenue 
to  carry  on.  I  think,  Mr.  President,  inasmuch  as 
his  Honor  the  Mayor  thought  at  the  beginning  of 
the  year  to  announce  the  names  and  addresses  of 
the  increased  valuations  of  properties  downtown, 
that  in  fairness  to  all  property  owners  in  the  city 
who  are  affected  by  these  large  increases,  he 
should  announce  the  names  and  addresses  of  the 
property  owners  that  got  large  abatements.  Your 
taxpayers-at-large  are  being  called  upon  to  make 
up  the  difference  in  tax  money.  When  an  owner 
of  a  large  property  downtown  receives  a  million  or 
two  million  or  whatever  it  may  be  in  abatements, 
every  taxpayer  will  be  called  upon  to  make  up  his 
proportionate  share  of  the  tax  money  lost  by  that 
abatement.  Now,  Mr.  President,  I  see  no  reason 
why  his  Honor  the  Mayor  and  the  Board  of  Asses- 
sors should  be  keeping  these  matters  secret.  As 
a  matter  of  fact,  sir,  his  Honor  the  Mayor  appar- 
ently did  not  know  what  was  taking  place,  or  else 
he  deliberately  attempted  to  mislead  the  public 
when  he  tried  to  explain  the  million  dollar  abate- 
ment on  the  Little  Building. 

Coun.  MUCHNICK— Mr.  President, 

President  KELLY — Councilor  Muchnick,  for 
what  purpose  do  you  rise? 

Coun.  MUCHNICK— I  think  a  point  of  law  is 
in  order.  I  have  no  objection  to  the  councilor 
going  into  the  tax  abatement  situation  or  any  other 
situation,  but  the  repetition  at  the  rate  we  are 
getting  is  becoming  a  little  boring. 

President  KELLY— The  Chair  will  warn  the 
gentleman  from  Ward  4  not  to  repeat. 

Coun.  CHASE— Mr.  President,  frankly,  sir,  I 
don't  think  a  little  repetition  in  order  to  advise 
my  colleagues  —  a  good  many  of  whom  were 
against  the  public  enlightenment  as  to  who  are 
getting  these  million-dollar  or  two-million  dollar 

abatements  —  will  do  any  karm.     I  think,  sir, 

Coun.  MUCHNICK — Does  the  councilor  from 
Ward  4  think  he  is  appealing  from  the  decision  of 
the  Chair  in  asking  him  not  to  be  repetitious? 

President  KELLY — I  have  warned  the  councilor 
once,  Councilor  Muchnick,  and  I  am  going  to 
warn  him  again  not  to  repeat. 

Coun.  CHASE — Mr.  President,  your  ruling,  sir, ' 
to  uphold  my  order  as  being  an  order  was  upheld, 
sir,  by  a  vote  of  seven  to  five.  Apparently  there 
are  five  members  of  your  Council  who  were  re- 
luctant and  did  not  believe  that  you  were  in  order 
in  making  the  ruling  you  did.  I  have  in  mind,  sir, 
a  little  saying  taught  to  me  in  my  freshman  year  in 
law  school,  and  I  will  cite  it.  "It  is  only  through 
repetition  and  repetition  that  we  can  hope  to  force 
a  difficult  impression  on  a  reluctant  mind."  I 
contend,  sir,  that  a  number  of  your  Council  were 
reluctant  to  allow  the  public  at  large,  the  taxpayers, 
to  know  what  is  being  done  with  the  tax  money 
and,  sir,  the  reason  why  I  have  been  repeating  the 
$2,000,000  and  $1,000,000  abatements  and  other 
things  going  on  was  to  try  to  impress  upon  their 

reluctant  minds  that  they 

Coun.  MUCHNICK— Mr.  President, 

President  KELLY — Councilor  Muchnick,  for 
what  purpose? 


Coun.  MUCHNICK— Just  to  repeat,  sir,  that  I 
am  getting  bored  with  the  repetition. 

President  KELLY— The  Chair  will  ask  the 
gentleman  from  Ward  4  (Councilor  Chase)  to  come 
to  the  point  and  discuss  the  order,  please. 

Coun.  CHASE — Mr.  President,  I  believe  the 
citizenry-at-large  through  their  elected  members 
are  entitled  to  know  what  is  going  on  in  the  City 
of  Boston  as  to  the  abatement  of  taxes  which  the 
City  Treasurer  is  allowing.  Sir,  there  are  many 
rumors  throughout  the  city  that  certain  lawyers  in 
Boston  are  in  collusion  with  your  Board  of  Asses- 
sors and  his  Honor  the  Mayor,  or  whatever  it  may 
be,  because  they  are  getting  large  tax  abatements. 
If  that  is  so,  sir,  I  think  we  should  be  presented 
with  material  in  order  to  trace  down  these  tax 
abatements  and  to  prevent  these  tax  abatements 
which  are  nothing  but  steals  on  the  public  treasury. 
I  think,  sir,  the  only  way  that  you  can  get  a  line  on 
these  abatements  is  by  having  your  tax  assessors 
inform  the  members  of  your  Council  when  each  tax 
abatement  o\  er  $25,000  is  awarded. 

Coun.  LINEHAN — Mr.  President,  a  point  of 
order. 

President  KELLY — Will  you  state  your  point 
of  order? 

Coun.  LINEHAN — In  order  to  save  the  time  of 
the  City  Council,  is  it  possible  that  a  City  Councilor 
or  any  citizen  of  Boston  can  secure  the  desired 
information  by  merely  writing  to  the  Board  of 
Assessors?  Then  any  councilor  or  any  citizen  can 
ask  the  newspapers,  if  the  newspapers  so  desire,  to 
publish  the  same. 

President  KELLY — That  is  right. 

Coun.  LINEHAN — It  seems  to  me  we  are 
using  too  much  of  the  time  of  the  City  Council  on 
something  which  can  be  secured  without  an  order 
being  passed  by  the  City  Council. 

President  KELLY — That  information  can  be 
secured. 

Coun.  CHASE — I  beg  to  take  issue  with  you, 
sir. 

President  KELLY — Wait  a  minute,  councilor. 
Councilor  Chase,  under  the  law,  the  matter  of 
abatements  is  of  public  record. 

Coun.  CHASE  — Mr.  President,  I  know  a 
number  of  citizens  of  Boston,  large  taxpayers, 
who  have  in  the  past,  and  in  the  immediate  past, 
endeavored  to  get  some  idea  of  what  sort  of  tax 
abatements  your  Board  of  Assessors  have  been 
granting,  and  they  say  your  Board  of  Assessors 
has  a  little  black  book  which  they  keep  to  them- 
selves, with  information  which  is  not  announced 
to  the  public.  Mr.  President,  in  view  of  the  fact 
that  these  citizens  have  in  the  immediate  past 
been  thwarted,  I  think  it  would  be  much  more 
convenient  for  your  citizenry-at-large  if,  when  large 
tax  abatements  have  been  granted,  they  be  made 
public  notice  on  the  free  will  of  the  assessors.  I 
say  that,  sir,  having  in  mind  that  the  Board  of 
Assessors  is  nothing  but  a  body  of  men  supposedly 
acting  in  behalf  of  the  public,  and  their  documents 
should  be  public  documents,  and  what  they  do 
should  be  made  a  matter  of  public  record.  To 
date,  sir,  we  cannot  say  they  are  doing  that.  At 
least,  Mr.  President,  his  Honor  the  Mayor  en- 
deavored to  mislead  the  public  at  large  on  the 
Little  Building  abatement,  and  that  knowledge, 
sir,  was  not  freely  given  to  the  public  at  large,  but 
it  had  to  be  dug  out.  Now,  sir,  I  believe  that 
your  city  treasury  is  being  cheated  out  of  hundreds 
and  hundreds  of  thousands  of  dollars  by  people 
who  are  not  entitled  to  these  abatements,  and  that 
we  as  the  elected  members  of  the  Council  should 
endeavor  to  do  something  to  protect  the  taxpayers 
in  our  districts  who  will  be  called  upon  to  make 
up  any  deficits  or  the  differences  in  taxes  because 
of  these  abatements.  The  time  has  come,  sir, 
when  something  should  be  done  about  the  Board 
of  Assessors  and  these  large  tax  abatements. 
Somebody  in  authority  should  stop  this  piece  of 
graft  and  that,  sir,  is  all  that  it  is;  it  is  a  piece  of 
graft  where  a  few  men  are  getting  their  killings  in 
at  the  cost  of  the  taxpayers.  I  trust,  sir,  the 
members  of  the  Council  will  adopt  the  order  for 
the  benefit  of  the  public. 

Coun.  BAYLEY — Mr.  President,  I  agree  with 
the  distinguished  councilor  from  Ward  4  (Councilor 
Chase),  and  I  want  to  say  here  that  I  intend  to 
repeat  what  I  have  said  before — I  will  continue  to 
go  on  saying  this — the  fact  that  the  people  have  a 
right  to  know  to  whom  those  large  abatements  are 
going  because  when  you  give  a  large  abatement, 
you  take  away  money  which  would  be  coming  in 
to  the  city  and  somebody  has  to  pay  that  money. 

I  don't  believe  it  is  fair  and  right 

Coun.  HURLEY— Mr.  President, 
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President  KELLY — Councilor  Hurley,  for  what 
purpose? 

Coun.  HURLEY— May  I  ask  him  to  yield  for  a 
question? 

Couu.  BAYLEY— Not  at  this  time. 

President   KELLY — Councilor  Bavley. 

Coun.  BAYLEY— The  people  of  the  City  of 
Boston  have  a  right  to  know  to  whom  these  large 
abatements  are  going,  and  when  these  abatements 
are  given,  as  was  given  in  the  case  of  the  Little 
Building  and  the  store  in  downtown  Boston  which 
we  have  not  named.  A  great  deal  of  money  does  not 
come  into  the  city  which  would  normally  be  ex- 
pected, and  the  result  is  that  next  year  the  tax 
rate  will  be  up  on  account  of  the  money  not  col- 
lected now — the  loss  is  going  to  fall  on  someone — 
it  is  going  to  fall  on  those  who  pay  the  taxes,  they 
will  have  to  pay  more  than  normally  had  not  such 
abatements  been  given.  There  must  be  a  uniform 
method  of  appraisal  and  a  uniform  method  of 
abatement  so  that  they  will  be  given  equally  to 
everyone,  if  at  all.  I  am  perfectly  willing  to  fight 
every  week  until  that  is  done,  and  I  agree  with  the 
distinguished  councilor  from  Ward  4  (Councilor 
Chase)  that  it  is  difficult  to  get  the  figures  from  the 
Board  of  Assessors.  They  have  big  grey  books 
down  there  where  what  happened  a  year  or  two 
years  ago  can  be  located,  but  when  you  want  to 
find  out  what  happened  this  year,  it  is  very  hard. 
I  did  my  best  to  find  out  something  about  the 
Little  Building  assessment.  It  is  difficult,  what- 
ever it  is,  and  you  know  better  than  the  people 
in  our  districts 

Coun.  HURLEY — Will  the  gentleman  from 
Ward  5  yield  to  a  question? 

Coun.  BAYLEY— Not  at  this  time. 

President  KELLY — Councilor  Bayley. 

Coun.  BAYLEY — I  feel  that  we  have  a  right  to 
know  whether  the  abatements  are  as  they  are 
given. 

Coun.  CANTWELL—  Will  the  councilor  yield? 

Coun.  BAYLEY — Not  until  the  end  of  my 
speech. 

President  KELLY — Continue,  Councilor  Bay- 
ley. 

Coun.  BAYLEY — I  repeat,  it  is  difficult  to  find 
out  what  these  abatements  are.  We  should  know 
when  the  abatements  are  given  shortly  after  they 
are  given,  not  two  years  afterwards,  or  nine  months 
after  when  you  happen  to  come  across  the  informa- 
tion. I  think  the  list  should  be  published  not  only 
to  the  City  Council  but  to  the  newspapers  of  Bos- 
ton, and  that  list  should  be  sent  over  to  the  Finance 
Commission  of  Boston.  Gentlemen,  if  these  abate- 
ments are  continually  granted  and  the  expenses 
of  our  city  go  up,  the  taxes  will  be  too  high  for  the 
people  of  Boston. 

Coun.  MUCHNICK— Will  the  gentleman 
yield? 

President  KELLY — You  heard  the  gentleman 
say  he  will  not  yield  for  a  question. 

Coun.  MUCHNICK — He  said  that  for  somebody 
else.    He  may  for  me. 

President  KELLY — "Will  you  yield  for  a  ques- 
tion bv  Councilor  Muchnick? 

Coun.  BAYLEY— I  will  not. 

President  KELLY — Councilor  Bayley,  continue. 

Coun.  BAYLEY — I  won't  take  the  time  of  the 
Council  more  today,  but  I  shall  be  back  week  after 
week  on  this  matter  until  we  get  the  justice  which 
is  the  right  of  the  people.    I  am  through. 

Coun.  MUCHNICK— Mr.  President,  I  wonder 
when  Councilor  Bayley  takes  the  floor  the  next 
time,  will  he  let  us  know  what  happened  on  the 
abatement  on  the  Masonic  Building  on  Boylston 
street  and  why  that  did  not  make  the  press? 

President  KELLY — Councilor  Bayley,  will  you 
answer  that  question? 

Coun.  BAYLEY— What  was  it? 

President  KELLY — Councilor  Muchnick,  he  was 
not  paying  attention. 

Coun.  MUCHNICK— Next  week  I  would  like 
the  answer  as  to  what  happened  about  the  abate- 
ment on  the  Masonic  Building  on  Boylston  street, 
and  whv  that  did  not  make  the  press. 

President  KELLY — That  is  next  week. 

Coun.  LINEHAN — Mr.  President,  perhaps  I  am 
wrong  in  thinking  abatements  are  a  matter  of  pub- 
lic record  because  I  have  never  been  presented  with 
a  list,  but  undoubtedly  I  could  probably  get  a  list 
of  abatements  after  a  long  delay,  although  I  realize 
the  same  thing  can  happen  to  this  order.  I  re- 
quested information  as  to  the  number  of  employees 
being  employed  by  the  City  of  Boston,  and  I  did 
not  get  any  answer.  It  seems  to  me  it  is  not  a 
question  of  whether  it  is  a  $25,000  abatement  or 
whether  it  is  a  $5,000  abatement.    I  hate  to  see  the 


councilor  wasting  his  time  week  after  week,  and  if 
these  are  matters  of  record,  let  us  go  down  not 
only  on  $25,000  abatements,  but  $5,000  abate- 
ments. If  it  can  be  wrong  in  $25,000,  it  can  be 
wrong  in  $10,000.  As  I  say,  if  it  should  be  a  public 
record,  let  us  find  out  and  see  if  the  law  is  being 
lived  up  to.  I  don't  want  to  get  involved  in  per- 
sonalities, but  as  I  said  before,  if  it  is  a  matter  of 
public  record,  let  it  be  a  matter  of  public  record. 
I  would  like  to  know  who  are  getting  abatements 
in  Ward  7  and  Ward  5  and  Ward  4  and  Ward  3, 
or  wherever  it  may  be.  To  be  honest  with  you, 
I,  as  one  councilor,  don't  know  what  the  abate- 
ments are  in  Ward  7,  and  perhaps  we  ought  to  have 
some  record.  So  this  order  which  some  of  us  might 
think  is  frivolous  probably  is  not  as  frivolous  as  it 
seems.  Let  us  see  if  we  do  get  information  on  this. 
Perhaps  the  councilor  from  Ward  4  (Councilor 
Chase)  will  not  get  the  information,  but  if  it  is  a 
matter  of  public  record,  he  should,  whether  a 
councilor  or  a  taxpayer.  I  will  go  along  with  him 
on  this. 

The  order  was  passed  under  suspension  of  the 
rule. 


SIX-DAY  WEEK  FOR  UNIFORMED  MEM- 
BERS  OF   POLICE   DEPARTMENT. 

Coun.  HURLEY,  LINEHAN,  KINSELLA 
and  COFFEY  offered  the  following: 

Ordered,  That  his  Honor  the  Mayor  be  re- 
quested to  provide,  in  the  1947  Budget,  sufficient 
funds  to  permit  the  operation  of  a  six-day  week 
for  uniformed  members  of  the  Police  Department; 
and  to  arrange  for  the  acceptance  of  the  legisla- 
tive act  concerning  the  six-day  week  so  that  it 
may  be  put  in  operation  simultaneously  with  the 
forty-eight  hour  week  for  members  of  the  Fire 
Department. 

Coun.  HURLEY— Mr.  President,  first  I  would 
like  to  have  Councilor  Coffey's  name  added  to  that 
order,  as  I  understand  Councilor  Coffey  has  been 
very  interested  in  the  shortening  of  hours  for  the 
Police  Department  and  the  salary  increases. 
I  hesitated  to  introduce  this  order  until  at  the  last 
election  when  the  firemen  who  worked  84  hours  a 
week,  through  the  will  and  the  ballots  of  the 
people  of  Boston,  had  their  hours  of  work  reduced 
from  84  to  48  hours.  I  guess  all  the  members  of 
this  Council,  through  the  intercession  of  the  mem- 
bers of  the  various  fire  organizations  in  Boston, 
passed  an  ordinance  reducing  the  hours  of  the 
firemen  from  84  to  70  hours  a  week  and  that  they 
were  perfectly  willing  at  this  time  to  have  their 
working  hours  dropped  from  84  to  70.  That,  I 
think,  was  passed  by  this  Body  unanimously,  and 
it  was  vetoed  by  the  Mayor.  When  it  was  turned 
down  by  the  veto,  they  turned  directly  to  the 
people  of  Boston  and  asked  that  the  working  hours 
be  dropped  from  84  to  48  hours  and,  as  we  all  know, 
that  petition  was  passed  by  a  tremendous  majority. 
Now  is  the  time  to  come  forth  with  another  order 
asking  that  men  in  similar  positions  in  Boston 
that  are  working  hours  that  are  not  reasonable 
and  not  humane,  plus  their  regular  working  hours 
in  police  work — they  are  called  upon  to  go  into 
the  courts,  they  are  called  upon  for  special  details 
on  election  days,  primary  days,  conventions, 
parades — should  be  reduced.  When  they  get 
through  at  night,  they  are  put  on  the  streets  of 
Boston  all  day.  It  is  not  fair,  it  is  not  humane, 
and  I  am  asking  the  Mayor,  who  is  now  preparing 
his  budget  for  the  year  1947,  to  make  provision 
in  the  budget  for  the  necessary  money;  that  after 
this  has  been  acted  upon  by  the  Legislature  and 
the  people  of  Boston,  at  the  same  time  the  firemen 
are  going  into  the  48-hour  week,  the  police  of 
Boston  will  have  the  same  opportunity.  They  are 
not  asking  for  any  special  favor,  they  are  asking 
something  you  and  I  and  every  working  man  is 
entitled  to,  time  at  home  with  their  families  and  a 
time  for  recreation  and  a  little  enjoyment.  Surely, 
men  working  84  and  possibly  90  or  100  hours,  as 
many  policemen  have  worked  in  a  single  week, 
are  entitled  to  a  little  bit  of  kind  treatment  by  us 
here  in  the  Boston  City  Council.  So  I  am  asking, 
Mr.  President,  that  this  order  pass,  asking  the 
Mayor  to  set  aside  sufficient  money  in  the  1947 
budget  so  that  when  this  petition  is  passed  and 
acted  upon  by  the  Legislature- — and  I  am  sure 
the  will  of  the  people  of  Boston  has  been  shown 
in  the  past  relative  to  the  working  hours  of  fire- 
men— that  the  same  rights  will  be  given  to  the 
policemen  of  Boston.  Not  only  that,  Mr.  Presi- 
dent, but  I  think  the  Boston  Police  Department 
is  shabbily  treated  in  the  way  of  salaries.     Small 
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cities  and  towns  right  outside  Boston  are  paying 
salaries  comparable  with  the  New  York  Police 
Department —  I  think  the  starting  salary  in  New 
York  is  around  $3,200  or  83,300  for  a  patrolman. 
I  think  the  police  of  Boston  have  the  same  responsi- 
bilities as  in  New  York  or  as  in  any  other  large 
city — more  so  in  Boston.  They  are  not  only 
policing  for  eight  hundred  and  fifty  thousand 
population  in  Boston,  but  you  and  I  know  the 
Police  Department  of  Boston  are  also  taking  care 
of  the  millions  living  in  suburban  Boston  that  come 
into  our  city  and  earn  their  livings  here,  or  come 
in  the  evenings  for  the  theaters  and  cafes.  Surely, 
their  work  is  cut  out  greater  than  in  the  average 
city  the  size  of  Boston  because  of  the  suburban 
area  that  really  actually  is  a  part  of  the  city.  I 
dope,  Mr.  President,  that  this  order  will  pass 
today. 

Coun.  PvTJSSO— Mr.  President,  if  there  is  no 
objection,  councilor,  I  would  like  to  add  that  I 
agree  with  all  the  remarks  of  the  councilor  from 
Ward  8  (Councilor  Hurley) .  We  must  realize  the 
Boston  Police  Department- 

Coun.  HURLEY — I  think  every  councilor's 
name  could  be  added  to  the  order  because  I  think 
it  is  the  opinion  of  every  man  here,  judging  from 
his  voting  on  the  decreased  hours  for  the  Fire 
Department,  that  they  have  the  same  feeling 
towards  our  Police  Department,  and  I  suggest 
that  the  names  of  all  councilors  be  added,  unless 
someone  objects. 

President  KELLY— The  Chair  will  rule  all  the 
names  cannot  be  added,  councilor,  but  the  Council 
can  vote  unanimously  to  adopt  it. 

Coun.  RUSSO — Mr.  President,  I  started  to  say 
something  when  the  councilor  from  Ward  9  took 
the  floor.  However,  it  has  been  stated  that  our 
Police  Department  is  the  most  underpaid  in  com- 
parison to  any  small  city  or  town,  and  I  do  want 
to  say  that  only  yesterday  I  was  in  a  city  a  short 
distance  away  from  Boston  and  one  of  the  police 
officers  over  there  remarked,  "What  is  the  matter 
with  the  people  of  the  City  of  Boston?  Why 
don't  they  take  care  of  their  Police  Department 
by  giving  them  shorter  hours  and  a  little  bit  more 
money?"  I  was  informed  in  that  particular  city 
that  they  are  receiving  approximately  $400  or  $500 
more  than  the  policeman  is  receiving  in  the  City 
of  Boston.  Then  we  say  that  graft  is  concerned 
in  so  far  as  performing  their  duties  are  concerned. 
I  wholeheartedly  agree  with  the  order,  and  I  hope 
his  Honor  the  Mayor  will  do  something  to  build 
up  the  morale  of  the  Police  Department. 

The  order  was  passed  under  suspension  of  the 
rule. 


REPORT   OF   COMMITTEE  ON   LICENSES. 

Coun.  SCANNELL,  for  the  Committee  on 
Licenses,  submitted  the  following: 

1.  Report  on  petitions  (referred  November  12) 
to  operate  bowling  alleys  on  the  Lord's  Day,  viz.: 

Joseph  Oren,  1348  Blue  Hill  avenue,  Mattapan ; 
Domenick  Rubbicco,  4264  Washington  street, 
Roslindale;  Joseph  Grant,  2235  Washington  street, 
Boston — recommending  that  permits  be  granted 
under  usual  conditions. 

Report  accepted;  said  permits  granted  under 
the  usual  conditions. 

2.  Report  on  petitions  (referred  today)  to 
operate  bowling  alleys  on  the  Lord's  Day,  viz.: 

Allston  Square  Alleys,  20A  Harvard  avenue, 
Allston;  Glenville  Bowling  Alleys,  2  Glenville 
terrace,  Allston;  Massachusetts  Bowling  Alleys, 
Inc.,  136  Massachusetts  avenue,  Boston;  Arlington 
Square  Bowling  Alleys,  392  Tremont  street, 
Boston;  Summer  Street  Bowling  Alleys,  126  and 
128  Summer  street,  Boston;  Miah  J.  Murray,  Inc., 
1156  Washington  street,  Boston;  Hub  Bowling 
Alley,  216  Hanover  street,  Boston;  Strand  Recrea- 
tion Room,  716  East  Broadway,  South  Boston; 
Arborway  Bowling  Alleys,  1  Boynton  street 
Jamaica  Plain;  Granville  Club,  Inc.,  15  Granville 
street,  Roslindale;  Lee  S.  King,  466  and  468C 
Blue  Hill  avenue,  Dorchester;  West  Roxbury 
Bowling  Center,  119  Park  street,  West  Roxbury; 
Central  Square  Bowling  Alleys,  2  Central  square, 
East  Boston;  City  Square  Alleys,  15  City  square, 
Charlestown;  Charlestown  Daylight  Alleys,  575 
Rutherford  avenue,  Charlestown;  Grove  Hall 
Bowladrome,  643  Warren  street,  Roxbury;  Waldo 
C.  Nardella,  345  Washington  street,  Brighton — 
recommending  that  permits  be  granted. 

Report  accepted,  and  permits  granted  under 
usual  conditions. 

3.  Report  on  petition  of  New  England  Trans- 
portation Company   (referred  today)    to   operate 


buses  to  reach  proposed  new  terminal  in  Park 
Square  district  (supplementary  to  letter  of  July  5, 
1946) — that  permit  be  granted. 

Report  accepted;  permit  granted  under  usual 
conditions. 

4.  Report  on  petitions  for  driveway  openings 
(referred  today) — recommending  that  same  be 
granted,  viz.: 

Haffenreffer  Company,  177  Boylston  street, 
Ward  11;  William  A.  Hyler,  41  Bromley  street, 
Ward  10;    Fred  Tobia,  100  Havre  street,  Ward  1. 

Report  accepted;  permits  granted  under  usual 
conditions. 


RESTORATION   OF   SERVICE   ON 
DORCHESTER   BRANCH. 

Coun.  HANNON,  KEENAN,  MUCHNICK, 
KELLY  and  CANTWELL  offered  the  following: 

Ordered,  That  his  Honor  the  Mayor  be  requested 
to  petition  the  Department  of  Public  Utilities  to 
restore  the  train  service  on  the  Dorchester  Branch 
of  the  New  York,  New  Haven  &  Hartford  Rail- 
road, which  service  was  abolished  as  a  wartime 
measure. 

Coun.  HANNON — Mr.  President,  during  my 
service  in  the  Legislature  many  attempts  were 
made  by  the  New  York,  New  Haven  &  Hartford 
Railroad  to  abandon  passenger  service  on  the 
branch  which  serves  the  Dorchester  area.  Finally, 
during  the  period  of  the  war  this  was  accom- 
plished, because  the  railroad  claimed  that  the 
engines  and  crews  and  cars  and  so  forth  used  in 
the  transportation  of  these  passengers  were 
necessary  for  the  furtherance  of  the  war  effort. 
.  Despite  the  protests  of  the  people  of  the  district 
who  were  using  this  means  of  transportation,  the 
railroad  was  granted  a  temporary  order  permitting 
it  to  abolish  this  service  because  of  the  necessity 
of  using  the  men  and  cars  in  the  war  effort.  To- 
day I  was  rather  amazed  to  have  read  out  to  us 
the  notice  of  a  hearing  on  December  17  before  the 
Public  Utilities  Department,  at  which  time  the 
New  Haven  Railroad  will  attempt  to  have  this 
temporary  restriction  made  permanent.  I  think 
that  the  people  in  that  district  are  entitled  to 
railroad  service  if  they  need  it.  They  have  to 
suffer  the  noise  of  the  various  freight  trains  going 
through  there  day  and  night  because,  after  all,  it 
is  the  main  freight  route  to  New  York,  and  if  the 
railroad  sees  fit  to  provide  freight  traffic  over  this 
route,  I  feel  that  as  long  as  the  tracks  are  there, 
the  people  who  live  in  the  district  are  entitled  to 
rail  service.  I  am  asking  in  this  order  that  at  the 
same  time  the  petition  is  heard  to  make  per- 
manent the  temporary  abolition  of  service,  at  the 
same  time  we  be  granted  a  further  hearing  calling 
upon  the  railroad  not  to  make  permanent  the 
abolition  of  that  service  but,  rather,  the  re- 
establishment  of  the  service. 

President  KELLY — Have  you  any  objection  to 
adding  my  name  to  that  list? 

Coun.  HANNON— It  will  be  added. 

The  order  was  passed  under  suspension  of  the 
rule. 


ACCEPTANCE   OF  CERTAIN   WARD   19 
STREETS. 

Coun.  McCORMACK  offered  the  following: 
Ordered,  That  the  Commissioner  of  Public 
Works  be  requested,  through  his  Honor  the 
Mayor,  to  lay  out  as  new  streets  the  following- 
named  streets  in  Ward  19:  Pond  street  (Arborway 
to  the  Brookline  line);  Oakdale  street  (from 
Lamartine  street  to  Green  street) ;  Lamartine 
street  (from  Green  street  to  Mozart  street) . 
Passed  under  suspension  of  the  rule. 


FIREMAN  AT  THEATER 
PERFORMANCES. 

Coun.  MADDEN  and  LANE  offered  the 
following: 

Ordered,  That  his  Honor  the  Mayor  be  requested 
to  confer  with  the  Fire  Commissioner  relative  to 
the  establishment  of  the  practice  of  placing  a 
member  ?t  the  Boston  Fire  Department  on  duty 
in  every  theater  in  the  city  during  the  hours  of  the 
performance  at  said  theater. 

Passed  under  suspension  of  the  rule. 
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CITY     COUNCIL. 


ROPE  LADDERS  IN  CERTAIN  ROOMS  OF 
HOTELS  AND   ROOMING   HOUSES. 

Coun.  MADDEN  offered  the  following: 
Ordered, That  his  Honor  the  Mayor  be  requested 
to  consult  with  the  Fire  Commissioner  relative  to 
the  placing  of  a  rope  ladder  in  each  room  of  hotels, 
rooming  houses,  etc.,  where  fire  escapes  are  not 
accessible. 

Passed  under  suspension  of  the  rule. 


PETITIONS   FOR   SUNDAY   BOWLING. 

Coun.  SCANNELL — Mr.  President,  I  would 
like  to  have  these  petitions  that  were  before  the 
Committee  on  Licenses  referred  to  the  Executive 
Committee  today. 

President  KELLY — Councilor  Scannell  moves 
that  those  petitions  be  referred  to  the  Executive 
Committee;  he  asks  for  reconsideration  on  the 
reference  to  the  Committee  on  Licenses  and  to 
refer  the  petitions  to  the  Executive  Session. 

The  petitions  for  license  to  operate  bowling 
alleys  on  the  Lord's  Day  were  referred  to  the 
Executive  Committee. 


RECESS. 

The  Council  voted  at  4.35  p.  m.,  on  motion  of 
Councilor  Bryan,  to  take  a  recess  subject  to  the 
call  of  the  Chair.  The  members  reassembled  and 
were  called  to  order  by  President  KELLY  at 
6.25  p.  m. 


EXECUTIVE    COMMITTEE    REPORTS. 

Coun.  FISH,  for  the  Executive  Committee, 
submitted  the  following: 

1.  Report  on  message  of  the  Mayor  and  order 
(referred  today)  for  transfer  of  $25,000  from 
Reserve  Fund  to  appropriation  for  City  Hall 
Annex,  Emergency  Repairs,  Steel  Framework  and 
Masonry — that  same  ought  to  pass. 

Report  accepted,  said  order  passed,  yeas  13, 
nays  1 : 

Yeas — Councilors  Bryan,  Cantwell,  Carey, 
Cook,  Fish,  Hannon,  Kelly,  Kinsella,  Lane, 
McCormack,  Moriarty,  Russo,  Scannell — 13. 

Nays — Councilor  Chase — 1. 

2.  Report  on  message  of  Mayor  and  order 
(referred  May  27)  transferring  to  Fire  Department 
from  Board  of  Real  Estate  Commissioners  land 
on  Harrison  avenue — that  same  ought  to  pass. 

Report  accepted;  said  order  passed. 

3.  Report  on  petitions  for  operation  of  bowling 
alleys  on  the  Lord's  Day  (referred  today) — 
recommending  granting  of  permits  of  following, 
viz.: 

Allston  Square  Alleys,  20A  Harvard  avenue, 
Allston;  Glenville  Bowling  Alleys,  2  Glenville 
terrace,  Allston;  Massachusetts  Bowling  Alleys, 
Inc.,  136  Massachusetts  avenue;  Arlington  Square 


Bowling  Alleys,  392  Tremont  street,  Boston; 
Summer  Street  Bowling  Alleys,  126  and  128 
Summer  street,  Boston;  Miah  J.  Murray,  Inc., 
1156  Washington  street,  Boston;  Hub  Bowling 
Alley,  216  Hanover  street,  Boston;  Strand  Recre- 
ation Room,  716  East  Broadway,  South  Boston; 
Arborway  Bowling  Alleys,  1  Boynton  street, 
Jamaica  Plain;  Granville  Club,  Inc.,  15  Granville 
street,  Roslindale;  Lee  S.  King,  466  and  468C  Blue 
Hill  avenue,  Dorchester;  Central  Square  Bowling 
Alleys,  2  Central  square,  East  Boston;  City  Square 
Alleys,  15  City  square,  Charlestown;  Charlestown 
Daylight  Alleys,  575  Rutherford  avenue,  Charles- 
town; Grove  Hall  Bowladrome,  643  Warren  street, 
Roxbury. 

Report  accepted;  said  permits  granted  under 
usual  conditions. 

4.  Report  on  order  (referred  today)  that 
Corporation  Counsel  give  opinion  as  to  whether 
the  city  may  lease  privately-owned  buildings  for 
use  by  veterans'  posts  —  that  same  ought  to  pass. 


THE   NEXT   MEETING. 

Coun.  KINSELLA— Mr.  President,  I  move 
that  when  we  adjourn  today  we  adjourn  for  two 
weeks,  until  December  2. 

President  KELLY — Councilor  Kinsella  moves 
that  when  we  adjourn  today  we  adjourn  until  two 
weeks  from  today,  December  2. 

The  motion  to  adjourn  to  December  2  was 
carried. 

Coun.  RUSSO — Mr.  Chairman,  the  reason  for 
presenting  this  order  is  that  I  have  had  a  few 
requests  from  veteran  organizations.  They  are 
under  the  impression  that  the  Act  allows  the 
cities  and  towns  to  lease  private  buildings  and 
then  sublease  them  to  the  various  organizations 
for  lesser  amounts,  and,  having  heard  different 
opinions,  I  think  it  proper  that  the  Corporation 
Counsel  should  give  us  an  opinion  so  that  we 
may  know  how  to  go  ahead  to  provide  quarters 
for  these  veteran  organizations.  I  hope  the  order 
is  passed. 

The  order  was  passed  under  suspension  of  the 
rule. 


REPORT  OF  COMMITTEE  ON  CONSTABLES 
AND   CONFIRMATIONS. 

Coun.  BRYAN,  for  the  Committee  on  Con- 
stables and  Confirmations,  submitted  the  following: 

Report  on  appointment  by  the  Mayor  (referred 
November  12)  of  Robert  Griffin  as  Weigher  of 
Coal  —  recommending  confirmation  of  same. 

The  report  was  accepted,  and  the  question  came 
on  confirmation.  Committee,  Councilors  Lane  and 
Moriarty.  Whole  number  of  votes  14,  yeas  14, 
and  the  appointment  was  confirmed. 


Adjourned,  on  motion  of  Councilor  Lane,  at 
6.35  p.  m.,  to  meet  on  Monday,  December  2,  1946, 
at  2  p.  m. 


CIT7  OF  BOSTON 


PRINTING  DEPARTMENT 


CITY    COUNCIL. 
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CITY  OF  BOSTON. 


Proceedings  of  City  Council. 


Monday,  December'2,  1946. 

Regular  meeting  of  the  City  Council  held  in  the 
Council  Chamber,  City  Hall,  at  2  p.  m.,  President 
KELLY  in  the  chair.  Absent,  Councilors  Carey, 
Russo,     and     Sullivan. 

The  meeting  was  opened  with  the  salute  to  the 
Flag. 


APPOINTMENTS    BY    THE    MAYOR. 

Subject  to  confirmation  by  the  Council,  the 
Mayor  submitted  the  following  appointments,  viz: 

Constable  to  serve  without  bond  and  without 
authority  to  serve  civil  process,  for  term  ending 
April  30,  1947,  William  J.  O'Connell,  88  Newland 
street,  Boston. 

Weigher  of  Coal,  for  term  ending  April  30,  1947, 
Washington  T.  Pratt,  31  Willow  street,  Belmont. 

Severally  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Con- 
stables and  Confirmations. 


TRAFFIC   SIGNALS,   WARD   20. 
The  following  was  received: 

City  of  Boston, 
Office  of  the  Mayor,  November  29,  1946. 
To  the  City  Council. 

Gentlemen, — I  transmit  herewith  communica- 
tion from  the  Traffic  Commissioner,  in  reply  to 
your  order  of  October  28,  1946,  to  install  automatic 
traffic  signals  at  the  following  intersections  in 
Ward  20:  Manthorne  road  and  Centre  street; 
LaGrange  street  and  Centre  street. 

Respectfully, 
James  Mr  Ctjrley,  Mayor. 

City  of  Boston, 
Traffic  Commission,  November  25,  1946. 
Hon.  James  M.  Curley, 

Mayor  of  Boston. 
Dear  Mr.  Mayor, — This  is  in  reply  to  Council 
order  dated   October   28,    1946,    which   reads   as 
follows: 

"Ordered,  That  the  Traffic  Commissioner  be 
requested,  through  his  Honor  the  Mayor,  to  install 
automatic  traffic  signals  at  the  following  inter- 
sections in  Ward  20:  Manthorne  road  and  Centre 
street;  La  Grange  street  and  Centre  street." 

I  regret  to  advise  that  there  are  no  funds  avail- 
able for  the  installation  of  traffic  signals  at  these 
locations. 

Respectfully  yours, 
William  P.  Hickey,  Commissioner. 

Placed  on  file. 


TRAFFIC   LIGHTS,   WARD   9. 

The  following  was  received : 

City  of  Boston, 
Office  of  the  Mayor,  November  29,  1946. 
To  the  City  Council. 

Gentlemen, — I  transmit  herewith  communica- 
tion from  the  Traffic  Commissioner,  in  reply  to 
your  order  of  November  4,  1946,  to  install  traffic 
lights  at  the  junction  of  Tremont  and  West  Con- 
cord streets,  Ward  9. 

Respectfully, 
James  M.  Curley,  Mayor. 

City  of  Boston, 
Traffic  Commission,  November  25,  1946. 
Hon.  James  M.  Curley, 

Mayor  of  Boston. 
Dear  Mr.  Mayor, —  This  is  in  reply  to  Council 
order  dated   November  4,    1946,    which   reads  as 
follows: 

"Ordered,  That  the  Traffic  Department  be 
requested,  through  his  Honor  the  Mayor,  to  install 
traffic  lights  at  the  junction  of  Tremont  and  West 
Concord  streets,  Ward  9." 


There  are  no  funds  available  for  the  installation 
of  traffic  signals  at  the  above  location. 
Respectfully  yours, 
William  P.  Hickey,  Commissioner. 
Placed  on  file. 


PAINTING     OF     CROSSWALKS,     UPHAMS 
CORNER. 
The  following  was  received: 

City  of  Boston, 
Office  of  the  Mayor,  November  29,  1946. 
To  the  City  Council. 

Gentlemen, —  I  transmit  herewith  communica- 
tion from  the  Traffic  Commissioner,  in  reply  to 
your  order  of  November  12,  1946,  to  paint  the 
crosswalks  in  the  streets  at  Uphams  Corner, 
Dorchester. 

Respectfully, 
James  M.  Curley,  Mayor. 

City  of  Boston, 
Traffic  Commission,  November  25,  1946. 
Hon.  James  M.  Curley, 

Mayor  of  Boston. 
Dear  Mr.  Mayor, —  This  is  in  reply  to  Council 
order  dated  November  12,   1946„  which  reads  as 
follows: 

"Ordered,  That  his  Honor  the  Mayor  direct  the 
Traffic  Commissioner  to  paint  the  crosswalks  in 
the  streets  at  Uphams  Corner,  Dorchester. 

I  respectfully  report  that,  due  to  the  lateness  of 
the  season,  our  painting  program  has  been  com- 
pleted, and  we  will  not  be  able  to  do  the  painting 
the  councilor  requests  this  year. 

Respectfully  yours, 
William  P.  Hickey,  Commissioner. 
Placed  on  file. 


EXPENSES      OF      INJURED      EMPLOYEES 
SUBJECT    TO    WORKMEN'S    COMPEN- 
SATION  ACT. 
The  following  was  received: 

City  of  Boston, 
Office  of  the  Mayor,  November  29,  1946. 
To  the  City  Council. 

Gentlemen, —  I  transmit  herewith  communica- 
tion from  the  Overseers  of  Public  Welfare,  in  reply 
to  your  order  of  October  14,  1946,  to  provide  that 
any  person  receiving  public  aid  from  the  city  who 
is  injured  .while  employed  in  an  industry  subject 
to  the  Workmen's  Compensation  Act  shall,  m 
proceedings  before  the  Industrial  Accident  Board, 
be  represented  by  counsel  and  a  physician  furnished 
and  paid  for  by  the  city.  In  the  event  that  com- 
pensation is  awarded  to  such  person,  such  city 
shall  be  reimbursed  the  amount  paid  to  such 
counsel  and  physician. 

Respectfully, 
James  M.  Curley,  Mayor. 

City  of  Boston, 
Overseers  of  the  Public  Welfare, 

October  24,  1946. 
Hon.  James  M.  Curley, 

Mayor  of  Boston. 

Dear  Sir, — This  department  has  received  your 
communication  of  October  17,  1946,  with  enclosed 
copy  of  the  order  of  the  City  Council  dated  Oc- 
tober 14,  1946,  reading  as  follows: 

"Ordered,  That  the  Overseers  of  Public  Welfare 
be  requested,  through  his  Honor  the  Mayor,  to 
provide  that  any  person  receiving  public  aid  from 
the  city  who  is  injured  while  employed  in  an 
industry  subject  to  the  Workmen's  Compensa- 
tion Act  shall,  in  proceedings  before  the  Industrial 
Accident  Board,  be  represented  by  counsel  and  a 
physician  furnished  and  paid  for  by  the  city.  In 
the  event  that  compensation  is  awarded  to  such 
person,  such  city  shall  be  reimbursed  the  amount 
paid  to  such  counsel  and  physician." 

The  authority  of  the  Overseers  of  the  Public 
Welfare  to  disburse  funds  is  set  forth  in  chapter 
117  of  the  General  Laws,  as  follows: 

"Section  1.  Cities  and  towns  to  support  poor. 
Every  town  shall  relieve  and  support  all  poor  and 
indigent  persons  lawfully  settled  therein  whenever 
they  stand  in  need  thereof  .  .  . 

"Sect.  2.  Powers  and  duties  of  boards,  etc. 
The  board  of  public  welfare  shall  have  the  care 
and  oversight  of  all  such  poor  and  indigent  persons 
so   long   as   they   remain   as   the   charge   of   their 
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respective  towns,  and  shall  see  that  they  are  suit- 
ably relieved,  supported  .  .  ." 

In  view  of  these  provisions  of  the  law,  it  does 
not  appear  that  the  services  referred  to  in  the  order 
of  the  City  Council  can  be  provided  from  this 
department's  appropriation. 

Very  truly  yours, 
Board  of  Overseers  of  the  Public  Welfare, 

Daniel  A.  Murpht,  Acting  Secretary- 
Placed  on  file. 


IMPROVEMENT   OF   DAISY   FIELD, 
-    JAMAICAWAY. 

The  following  was  received: 

City  of  Boston, 
Office  of  the  Mayor,  November  25,  1946. 
To  the  City  Council. 

Gentlemen, — I  transmit  herewith  communica- 
tion from  the  Park  Department,  in  reply  to  your 
order  of  November  6,  1946,  to  include  in  next 
year's  budget  sufficient  funds  to  properly  lay  out, 
as  a  playground,  the  so-called  Daisy  Field  on 
Jamaicaway,  in  Ward  10. 

Respectfully, 
James  M.  Cubley,  Mayor. 

City  of  Boston, 
Park  Department,  November  15,  1946. 
J.  Joseph  Connors, 

Chief  Clerk,  Mayor's  Office. 
Dear  Sir, — I  have  your  memorandum  of  No- 
vember 6,  with  enclosure,  order  from  the  City 
Council  that  sufficient  funds  be  included  in  next 
year's  budget  to  restore  playground  in  Daisy 
Field. 

Please  be  assured  every  consideration  will  be 
given  this  request. 

Very  truly  yours, 
William  P.  Long,  Chairman. 
Placed  on  file. 


WINTER    SPORTS    AT    GEORGE    WRIGHT 
GOLF   COURSE. 
The  following  was  received: 

City  of  Boston, 
Office  of  the  Mayor,  November  25,  1946. 
To  the  City  Council. 

_  Gentlemen, — I  transmit  herewith  communica- 
tion from  the  Park  Commissioner  in  reply  to 
your  order  of  November  6,  to  immediately  arrange 
for  the  installation  of  equipment  in  connection 
with  the  initiation  of  a  program  of  winter  sports 
to  be  made  available  at  the  George  Wright  Golf 
Course  for  the  residents  of  Boston. 

Respectfully, 
James  M.  Cubley,  Mayor. 

City  of  Boston, 
Park  Department,  November  15,  1946. 
J.  Joseph  Connors, 

Chief  Clerk,  Mayor's  Office. 
Dear  Sir, — I  have  your  memorandum  of  No- 
vember 6,  with  enclosure,  order  from  the  City 
Council  to  arrange  for  the  installation  of  equip- 
ment in  connection  with  the  initiation  of  a  pro- 
gram of  winter  sports  at  the  George  Wright  Golf 
Course. 

Some  years  ago  this  department  built  a  large 
skating  area  and  one  of  the  largest  toboggan  chutes 
in  this  part  of  the  country — blasting  out  an  area 
of  rock  so  this  toboggan  chute  could  be  built.  It 
has  never  been  successful;  it  was  not  used;  we 
did  not  have  the  weather  conditions  that  would 
make  it  usable.  For  a  period  of  three  years  we 
had  it  installed  each  year  at  a  considerable  cost. 

I  will  be  pleased  to  give  this  request  every 
consideration. 

Very  truly  yours, 
William  P.  Long,  Chairman. 
Placed  on  file. 


ROPING  OFFMoCONNELL   PARK. 
The  following  was  received: 

City  of  Boston, 
Office  of  the  Mayor,  Noveml.er  25,  1946. 
To  the  City  Council. 

Gentlemen, — I  transmit  herewith  communica- 
tion from  the  Park  Commissioner,  in  reply  to  your 
order  of  November  6,   1946,   to  arrange  for  the 


roping  off  of  McConnell  Park  on  the  Sunday 
afternoons  that  football  games  are  played  at  this 
playground. 

Respectfully, 
James  M.  Curley,  Mayor. 

City  of  Boston, 
Park  Department,  November  15,  1946. 
J.  Joseph  Connors, 

Chief  Clerk,  Mayor's  Office. 
Dear  Sir, — I  have  your  memorandum  of  Novem- 
ber 6,  with  enclosure,  order  from  the  City  Council, 
to  arrange  for  the  roping  of  McConnell  Park. 

McConnell  Park  has  been  roped  off  every  year, 
every  Sunday  since  the  football  season  started, 
and  another  order  has  been  issued,  so  there  will  be 
no  question  about  it. 

Very  truly  yours, 
William  P.  Long,  Chairman. 
Placed  on  file. 


RESURFACING  OF  WARD    10 
PLAYGROUNDS. 
The  following  was  received: 

City  of  Boston, 
Office  of  the  Mayor,  November  25,  1946. 
To  the  City  Council. 

Gentlemen, — I  transmit  herewith  communica- 
tion from  the  Park  Commissioner,  in  reply  to  your 
order  of  November  6,  1946,  to  include  in  next 
year's  budget  sufficient  funds  to  properly  resurface 
the  Mission  Hill,  Parker  Hill,  and  Jefferson  Play- 
grounds in  Ward  10. 

Respectfully, 
James  M.  Cubley,  Mayor. 

City  of  Boston, 
Park  Department,  November  15,  1946. 
J.  Joseph  Connors, 

Chief  Clerk,  Mayor's  Office. 
Dear  Sir, — I  have  your  memorandum  of  Novem- 
ber 6,  with  enclosure,  order  from  the  City  Council 
that  the  Park  Commission  include  in  next  year's 
budget  sufficient  funds  to  properly  resurface  the 
Mission  Hill  and  Jefferson  Playgrounds  in  Ward  10, 
also  the  Parker  Hill  Playground. 

I  will  be  very  pleased  to  insert  an  amount 
sufficient  to  take  care  of  the  resurfacing  of  these 
areas  in  the  1947  budget. 

Very  truly  yours, 
William  P.  Long,  Chairman. 
Placed  on  file. 


PRINTING  DEPARTMENT 
APPROPRIATION. 

The  following  was  received: 

City  of  Boston, 
Office  of  the  Mayor,  November  25,  1946. 
To  the  City  Council. 

Gentlemen, — I  am  submitting  herewith  an 
appropriation  order  for  $36,736.13  for  the  Printing 
Department,  to  provide  sufficient  funds  for  the 
balance  of  the  year  for  the  following  purposes: 

1.  The  sum  of  $15,000  is  necessary  to  provide 
for  the  increase  in  salary  granted  to  Printing  De- 
partment employees  effective  March  1,  1946, 
under  the  new  scale  of  wages  proposed  by  the 
Closed  Shop  Employing  Printers  Association  of 
Greater  Boston. 

2.  The  sum  of  $20,000  is  necessary  due  to  the 
increase  in  cost  and  the  discontinuation  of  low- 
priced  paper  and  card  stock. 

3.  The  sum  of  $836.13  is  necessary  to  provide 
for  the  pension  of  an  employee  on  June  11,  1946. 

4.  The  sum  of  $900  is  necessary  to  provide  the 
Emergency  Compensation  Allotment  for  five 
employees  who  have  been  employed  under  the 
Servicemen's  Readjustment  Act. 

I  recommend  passage  of  this  order  by  your 
Honorable  Body. 

Respectfully, 
James  M.  Curley,  Mayor. 

Ordered,  That  to  meet  the  current  expenses 
payable  during  the  financial  year  beginning  with 
the  first  day  of  January,  1946,  an  additional  sum 
of  thirty-six  thousand  seven  hundred  thirty-six 
dollars  and  thirteen  cents  ($36,736.13)  be,  and  the 
same  hereby  is,  appropriated  from  the  income  of 
thePrinting  Department.  Any  excess  of  expendi- 
tures over  income  shall  be  met  by  taxes. 

Referred  to  Executive  Committee. 


DECEMBER    2,     1946. 
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LOAN   FOR   OFF-STREET   PARKING 
FACILITIES. 

The  following  was  received: 

City  of  Boston, 
Office  of  the  Mayor,  December  2,  1946. 
To  the  City  Council. 

Gentlemen, — I  am  informed  that  certain  legal 
technicalities  have  arisen  with  respect  to  the  loan 
order  of  85,000,000  for  off-street  parking  facilities 
which  ostensibly  became  effective  on  October  18 
of  this  year. 

In  order  that  this  loan  may  be  effective  without 
further  question,  it  is  necessary  that  it  again  be 
acted  upon  by  your  Honorable  Body  and  given 
two  votes  at  two  separate  meetings,  fourteen  days 
apart. 

It  is  important  that  your  Body  give  this  matter 
immediate  attention  in  view  of  the  fact  that  the 
sale  of  the  bonds  is  now  in  process. 

Consequently,  I  recommend  strongly  that  your 
Body  give  a  first  reading  to  the  accompanying 
order  at  today's  meeting.  Immediate  action  on 
your  part  will  eliminate  whatever  legal  objections 
now  exist. 

Respectfully, 
James  M.  Curley,  Mayor. 

Ordered,  That  under  the  provisions  of  chapter 
474  of  the  Acts  of  1946  the  sum  of  five  million 
dollars  (85,000,000)  be,  and  hereby  is,  appropri- 
ated, to  be  expended  under  the  direction  of  the 
Board  of  Real  Estate  Commissioners  for  public 
off-street  parking  facilities  in  the  City  of  Boston, 
and  that  the  City  Treasurer  be  authorized  to 
issue,  from  time  to  time,  on  request  of  the  Mayor, 
bonds  or  certificates  of  indebtedness  of  the  city  to 
said  amount. 

Referred  to  the  Executive  Committee. 


TRANSFERS   WITHIN   PENAL   INSTITU- 
TIONS      DEPARTMENT        APPROPRI- 
ATIONS. 
The  following  was  received: 

City  of  Boston, 
Office  of  the  Mayor,  November  25,  1946. 
To  the  City  Council. 

Gentlemen, — The  inclosed  requests  for  transfer 
of  appropriations  within  the  budget  of  the  Penal 
Institutions  Department,  together  with^  the  ac- 
companying orders,  are  forwarded  for  consideration 
and  adoption  by  your  Honorable  Body. 
Respectfully, 
James  M.  Curley,  Mayor. 

Ordered,  That  in  accordance  with  the  provisions 
of  section  3B  of  chapter  486  of  the  Acts  of  1909,  as 
amended  by  chapter  604  of  the  Acts  of  1941,  the 
City  Auditor  be,  and  hereby  is,  authorized  to 
transfer: 

From  the  appropriation  for  Penal  Institutions 
Department,  House  of  Correction,  S815,  to  the 
appropriation  for  Penal  Institutions  Department, 
Office  Expenses,  $815. 

Ordered,  That  in  accordance  with  the  provisions 
of  section  3B  of  chapter  486  of  the  Acts  of  1909,  as 
amended  by  chapter  604  of  the  Acts  of  1941,  the 
City  Auditor  be,  and  hereby  is,  authorized  to 
transfer: 

From  the  appropriation  for  Penal   Institutions 
Department,    House    of    Correction,    Special    Im-  . 
provements  and    Repairs,  815,000,   to    the  appro- 
priation for  Penal  Institutions  Department,  House 
of  Correction,  .815,000. 

Referred  to  Executive  Committee. 


TRANSFERS  WITHIN  DEPARTMENTAL 
APPROPRIATIONS. 

The  following  was  received: 

City  of  Boston, 
Office  of  the  Mayor,  December  2,  1946. 
To- the  City  Council. 

Gentlemen, — The  inclosed  requests  for  transfer 
of  appropriations,  together  with  the  accompanying 
orders,  are  forwarded  for  consideration  and  adop- 
tion by  your  Honorable  Body. 

Respectfully, 
James  M.  Curley,  Mayor. 


City  of  Boston, 
Institutions  Department, 
November  26,  1946. 
Hon.  James  M.  Curley, 

Mayor  of  Boston. 
Dear   Mr.    Mayor, — Authority  is   requested   to 
transfer  funds  as  follows: 

Long  Island  Hospital. 
From  A-l,  Permanent  Employees,  $15,000,  to 
Special  Improvements  and  Repairs,  $15,000. 

To  provide  necessary  funds  for  the  award  of  a 
contract  for  repairs  to  the  nurses  home  and  furnish- 
ing cafeteria  equipment. 

Bids  received  on  November  22,  1946,  for  this 
work  were  somewhat  higher  than  expected.  The 
lowest  bid  was  $87,745  and  funds  available  $75,900. 
Inasmuch  as  it  is  very  important  that  the  work 
be  started  at  once,  I  am  requesting  the  above 
transfer  from  A-l  where  there  will  be  sufficient 
balance  to  meet  the  need. 

Respectfully  yours, 

G.  Frank  McDonald, 

Commissioner. 

Ordered,  That  in  accordance  with  the  provisions 
of  section  3B  of  chapter  486  of  the  Acts  of  1909,  as 
amended  by  chapter  604  of  the  Acts  of  1941,  the 
City  Auditor  be,  and  hereby  is,  authorized  to 
transfer: 

From  the  appropriation  for  Long  Island  Hos- 
pital, 815,000,  to  the  appropriation  for  Long  Island 
Hospital,  Special  Improvements  and  Repairs, 
$15,000. 

City  of  Boston, 
Park  Department,  November  27,  1946. 
Hon.  James  M.  Curley, 

Mayor  of  Boston. 
Dear  Sir, — I  respectfully  request  the  following 
transfer  within  the  budget  of  the  Park  Department: 
From  Cemetery  Division,  A-l,  Cemetery 
Workers,  83,000,  to  Park  Department,  B-14, 
Motor  Vehicles,  81,000;  B-39,  General  Repairs, 
82,000. 

This  transfer  is  needed  so  that  we  may  pay  for 
immediate  necessary  repairs  to  Park  Department 
motor  vehicles,  buildings  and  equipment.  The 
money  is  available  in  the  "Cemetery  Worker" 
item  in  the  Cemetery  budget  and  will  not  be 
needed  in  the  A-l  item. 

An  early  approval  of  this  request  will  be  greatly 
appreciated. 

Respectfully  yours, 
William  P.  Long,  Chairman. 

Ordered,  That  in  accordance  with  the  provisions 
of  section  3B  of  chapter  486  of  the  Acts  of  1909,  as 
amended  by  chapter  604  of  the  Acts  of  1941,  the 
City  Auditor  be,  and  hereby  is,  authorized  to 
transfer : 

From  the  appropriation  for  Park  Department, 
Cemetery  Division,  $3,000,  to  the  appropriation  for 
Park  Department,  $3,000. 

Referred  to  Executive  Committee. 


APPROPRIATION  OF  $2,500  FROM  WATER 
SERVICE   INCOME. 
The  following  was  received: 

City  of  Boston, 
Office  6f  the  Mayor,  December  2,  1946. 
To  the  City  Council. 

Gentlemen, —  The  attached  request  from  the 
City  Collector  for  an  additional  appropriation  of 
$2,500  for  the  payment  of  the  wages  of  extra  tem- 
porary employees  used  to  assist  in  the  collection 
of  old  water  taxes  has  my  approval. 

Consideration  and  passage,  by  your  Honorable 
Body,  of  the  accompanying  order  appropriating 
this  sum  from  the  Water  Service  income  is  recom- 
mended. 

Respectfully, 
James  M.  Curley,   Mayor. 

City  of  Boston, 
Collecting  Department, 
November  27,  1946. 
Hon.  James  M.  Curley, 

Mayor  of  Boston. 
Dear    Sir, — Your    approval    is    respectfully    re- 
quested to  make  the  following  transfer  concerning 
the     Collecting     Department,     Water     Division, 
budget: 
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From  appropriation  for  Available  Funds,  $2,500, 
to  appropriation  for  A— 2,  Temporary  Employees' 
S2.500, 

The  above  transfer  is  necessarj  in  order  to  pro- 
vide for  the  payment  of  wages  of  extra  temporary 
employees  used  lo  assist  in  the  collection  of  old 
taxes  on  water  and  the  numerous  transfers  of  real 
.vim,-  affecting  old  water  liens.  The  department 
has  been  two  months  behind  and  is  now  about 
three  weeks. 

Respeet  fully  yours, 
Daniel   F.    Donovan, 

City  Collector. 

Ordered,  That  to  meet  the  current  expenses  pay- 
able during  the  financial  year  beginning  with  the 
first  day  of  January,  1946,  an  additional  sum  of 
two  thousand  five  hundred  dollars  (S2.500)  be, 
and  the  same  hereby  is,  appropriated  from  the 
income  of  the  Water  Service  of  the  Public  Works 
Department  to  be  expended  by  the  City  Collector 
for  the  following  purpose: 

Collecting  Department,  Water  Division,  $2,500. 

Referred  to  Executive  Committee. 


APPROPRIATION  FOR  LICENSING  BOARD. 

The  following  was  received: 

City  of  Boston, 
Office  of  the  Mayor,  December  2,  1046. 
To  the  City  Council. 

Gentlemen, — I  am  in  receipt  of  the  attached  re- 
quest from  the  chairman  of  the  Licensing  Board 
for  an  additional  appropriation  of  SS70.53,  to  meet 
the  increase  in  the  rent  of  the  premises  occupied  by 
that  Board  at  24  Province  street  from  October  1, 
1946,  to  December  31,  1946. 

In  compliance  with  this  request,  there  is  for- 
warded herewith  for  consideration  and  passage  by 
your  Honorable  Body,  an  order  transferring  the 
above  sum  from  the  Reserve  Fund. 

Respectfully, 
James  M.   Curley,  Mayor. 

City  of  Boston, 
Licensing  Board,  November  13,  1946. 
Hon.  James  M.  Curley, 

Mayor  of  Boston. 
Sir, — In  view  of  the  increase  in  the  rent  of  the 
premises  occupied  by  the  Boston  Licensing  Board, 
No.  24  Province  street,  as  of  October  1,  1946,  and 
the  inability  of  Item  B-10  of  our  budget  to  meet 
this  increase,  it  will  be  necessary  that  an  additional 
budget  be  allowed  in  order  to  meet  this  obligation. 
I  hereby  request  that  an  additional  S870.53  be 
allowed  for  this  purpose. 

Respectfully  yours, 
Mahy  E.  Driscoll,  Chairman. 

Ordered,  That  in  accordance  with  the  provisions 
of  section  3B  of  chapter  486  of  the  Acts  of  1909,  as 
amended  by  chapter  604  of  the  Acts  of  1941,  the 
City  Auditor  be,  and  hereby  is,  authorized  to 
transfer: 

From  the  appropriation  for  Reserve  Fund, 
S870.53,  to  the  appropriation  for  Licensing  Board, 
S870.53. 

Referred  to  Executive  Committee. 


SALARIES    OF    DEPARTMENT    OFFICIALS 
AND    CERTAIN    OTHER    EMPLOYEES. 

The  following  was  received: 

City  of  Boston, 
Office  of  the  Mayor,  December  2,  1946. 
To  the  City.Council. 

Gentlemen, — I  submit  herewith  a  proposed 
ordinance  concerning  salaries  of  department 
officials,  and  other  employees  whose  salaries  are 
regulated  by  ordinance. 

If  adopted  by  your  Honorable  Body,  the  pro- 
posed ordinance  will  restore  the  reductions  made  in 
1938,  and  will  also  effect  other  changes  in  salaries 
that  will  bring  such  salaries  more  in  line  with  the 
degree  of  responsibility  attached  to  the  position 
concerned. 

The  proposed  salary  adjustments  for  department 
officials  will  amount  to  less  than  830,000  per  year. 
Emergency  Compensation  Allotments  will  be 
absorbed  and  included  in  each  case  where  a  salary 
increase  is  indicated.  Where  no  salary  increase  or 
-  tment  is  made,  the  Emergency  Compensation 
Allotment  is  made  permanent. 


I  recommend  passage  of  the  accompanying 
ordinance,  to  be  effective  January  1.  1947,  simul- 
taneously with  the  general  increases  for  city 
employees. 

Respectfully, 
James  M.  Curley,  Mayor. 


An  Ordinance  Concerning  Salaries  of  Offi- 
cers and  Boards. 
Be  it  ordained  by  the  City  Council  of  Boston,  as 
follows: 

Section  five  of  chapter  three  _  of  the  Revised 
Ordinances  of  1925,  as  amended,  is  hereby  further 
amended  by  striking  out  the  whole  of  said  section 
and  inserting  in  place  thereof  the  following: 

Section  5.  The  following-named  officers 
shall,  while  in  the  service  of  the  city,  receive  the 
following  salaries  yearly,  and  proportionally  for 
any  portion  of  the  year,  which  shall,  unless  other- 
wise provided  by  ordinance,  be  in  full  for  all  serv- 
ices which  such  officers  are  authorized  or  required 
by  statute  or  ordinance  to  perform,  and  shall  be 
subject  to  the  deduction  of  any  and  all  sums  due 
to  the  city  from  such  officers.  They  shall  receive 
as  such  salaries: 

The  mayor,  twenty  thousand  dollars. 

The  members  of  the  city  council,  two  thousand 
dollars  each. 

The  assessors,  the  chairman,  seven  thousand 
five  hundred  dollars;  each  of  the  four  principal 
assessors,  six  thousand  dollars;  each  of  the  five 
deputy  assessors,  fifty-five  hundred  dollars;  each 
first  assistant  assessor,  twelve  hundred  dollars 
for  street  work  and  preparation  therefor,  and 
twelve  hundred  dollars  for  services  on  dooming 
board  and  work  on  abatements  and  investigations. 

The  budget  commissioner,  seven  thousand 
dollars. 

The  building  commissioner,  eighty-five  hundred 
dollars. 

The  city  auditor, — auditor,  seven  thousand  nine 
hundred  and  twenty  dollars;  secretary  of  sinking 
funds  commissioners,  seven  hundred  dollars;  county 
auditor,  eight  hundred  and  eighty  dollars.  Total, 
ninety-five  hundred  dollars. 

The  city  clerk,  seventy-five  hundred  dollars, 
and  the  assistant  city  clerk,  not  more  than  fifty- 
five  hundred  dollars. 

The  city  collector,  eight  thousand  dollars. 

The  city  registrar,  six  thousand  dollars. 

The  city  treasurer, — treasurer,  sixty-five  hundred 
dollars;  treasurer  of  sinking  funds  commissioners, 
seven  hundred  dollars;  county  treasurer,  eight 
hundred  and  eighty  dollars.  Total,  eight  thou- 
sand and  eighty  dollars. 

The  corporation  counsel,  ten  thousand  dollars. 

The  election  commissioners,  the  chairman, 
seven  thousand  dollars,  the  other  three  commis- 
sioners, each  six  thousand  dollars. 

The  fire  commissioner,  nine  thousand  dollars. 

The  health  commissioner,  seventy-five  hundred 
dollars. 

The  institutions  commissioner,  seventy-five 
hundred  dollars. 

The  park  commissioners,  the  chairman,  eight 
thousand  dollars. 

The  penal  institutions  commissioner,  sixty-five 
hundred  dollars. 

The  public  works  commissioner,  nine  thousand 
dollars;  the  engineer  in  charge  of  the  water  divi- 
sion not  more  than  seventy-two  hundred  dollars, 
and  the  engineers  in  charge  of  the  other  divisions, 
each  not  more  than  sixty-five  hundred  dollars. 

The  sealer  of  weights  and  measures,  five  thou- 
sand dollars;  the  chief  deputy  sealer,  such  salary, 
not  exceeding  thirty-two  hundred  dollars,  and  the 
other  deputy  sealers  such  salary  not  exceeding 
three  thousand  dollars,  as  may  be  fixed  by  the 
sealer  of  weights  and  measures  with  the  approval 
of  the  mayor. 

The  soldiers'  relief  commissioner  (director  of 
veterans'  services),  sixty-five  hundred  dollars. 

The  statistics  trustees,  the  chairman,  four 
thousand  dollars. 

The  street  commissioners,  the  chairman,  seven 
thousand  dollars,  and  the  other  two  commis- 
sioners, each  six  thousand  dollars. 

The  superintendent  of  printing,  seventy-five 
hundred  dollars. 

The  superintendent  of  public  buildings,  sixty- 
five  hundred  dollars. 

The  superintendent  of  supplies,  seventy-five 
hundred  dollars. 

The  traffic  commissioners,  the  chairman,  seventy- 
five  hundred  dollars. 
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The  transit  commissioners,  the  chairman,  nine 
thousand  dollars,  and  the  other  two  commis- 
sioners, each  six  thousand  dollars. 

The  officers  connected  with  the  city  council; 
the  clerk  of  committees,  six  thousand  dollars;  the 
assistant  clerk  of  committees,  forty-six  hundred 
dollars;  two  stenographer-clerks,  each  three  thous- 
and dollars;  the  city  messenger,  six  thousand 
dollars;  the  first  assistant  city  messenger,  four 
thousand  dollars;  the  second  assistant  city  messen- 
ger, three  thousand  dollars;  two  stenographer- 
clerks,  each  twenty-seven  hundred  dollars;  the 
document  man,  thirty-five  hundred  dollars;  the 
assistant  document  man,  twenty-seven  hundred 
dollars. 

Referred  to  the  Committee  on  Ordinances. 


APPROPRIATION  FROM  PARKMAN  FUND 
INCOME. 

The  following  was  received: 

City  of  Boston, 
Office  of  the  Mayor,  December  2,  194G. 
To  the  City  Council. 

Gentlemen, — I  am  in  receipt  of  the  attached 
communication  from  the  Board  of  Park  Commis- 
sioners requesting  the  appropriation  of  $6,500  from 
the  income  of  the  George  F.  Parkman  Fund,  to  be 
expended  under  the  direction  of  the  Board  of  Park 
Commissioners  for  the  Maintenance  and  Improve- 
ment of  the  Common  and  Parks  in  Existence  on 
January  12,  1887. 

The  1946  budget  estimates  of  the  personal 
service  requirements  of  the  Park  Department 
included  an  estimate  of  the  total  income  of  $211,000 
from  the  Parkman  Fund.  The  budget  allowances 
made  provision  for  the  appropriation  of  this 
income  as  it  accrued  for  the  purpose  of  defraying 
the  cost  of  work  actually  performed  on  the  Com- 
mon and  Parks  in  Existence  on  January  12,  1887. 

I  submit  herewith  an  order  appropriating  the 
sum  of  $6,500,  the  accrued  income  now  available 
from  the  Parkman  Fund,  and  respectfully  recom- 
mend its  immediate  passage  by  your  Honorable 
Body. 

Respectfully, 
James  M.  Cubley,  Mayor. 

City  of  Boston, 
Park  Department,  December  2,  1946. 
Hon.  James  M.  Curley, 

Mayor  of  Boston. 
Dear  Sir, — By  vote  of  the  Board  of  Park  Com- 
missioners, you  are  respectfully  asked  to  request 
the  City  Council  to  transfer  from  the  income  of 
the  George  F.  Parkman  Fund  the  sum  of  $6,500, 
which  is  now  available,  to  be  expended  under  the 
direction  of  the  Board  of  Park  Commissioners,  as 
follows: 

Common  and  Parks  in  Existence  on  Jan- 
uary 12,  1887,  Maintenance  and  Im- 
provement of $6,500 

When  making  up  the  budget  estimates  for  the 
year  1946,  a  sum  equal  to  the  total  yearly  income 
of  the  George  F.  Parkman  Fund  was  deducted 
from  the  A-l,  Permanent  Employees,  item  with 
the  understanding  that  this  deduction  was  to  be 
replaced  by  the  total  yearly  income  of  said  Park- 
man  Fund  for  1946,  to  be  transferred  as  it  accrued 
from  time  to  time  during  the  year  to  the  regular 
maintenance  appropriation  of  the  Park  Depart- 
ment. 

Respectfully  yours, 
William  P.  Long,  Chairman. 

Ordered,  That  the  sum  of  $6,500  be,  and  hereby 
is,  appropriated  from  the  income  of  the  George  F. 
Parkman  Fund,  to  be  expended  under  the  direction 
of  the  Park  Commissioners,  for  the  Maintenance 
and  Improvement  of  the  Common  and  Parks  in 
Existence  on  January  12,  1887,  as  follows: 
Common  and  Parks  in  Existence  on  Jan- 
uary  12,   1887,   Maintenance  and  Im- 
provement of $6,500 

Referred  to  Executive  Committee. 


FENS   STADIUM   IMPROVEMENTS. 
The  following  was  received: 

City  of  Boston, 
Office  of  the  Mayor,  November  25,  1946. 
To  the  City  Council. 

Gentlemen, — I   transmit   herewith   communica- 
tion from  the  Park  Commissioner,  in  reply  to  your 


order  of  November  6,  1946,  to  make  the  necessary 
improvements  at  the  Fens  Stadium  that  will 
eliminate  the  dust  and  dirt  nuisance  which  now 
exists;  and  to  take  such  other  steps  as  may  be 
necessary  to  beautify  this  stadium  without  en- 
dangering its  facility  as  a  playground. 
Respectfully, 
James  M.  Cubley,  Mayor. 


City  of  Boston, 
Park  Department,  November  15,  1946. 
J.  Joseph  Connors, 

Chief  Clerk  Mayor's  Office. 
Dear  Sir, —  I  have  your  memorandum  of 
November  6,  with  enclosure,  order  from  the 
City  Council  that  the  Fens  Stadium  be  renovated 
to  eliminate  the  dust  and  dirt  nuisance  and  to 
take  such  steps  as  may  be  necessary  to  beautify 
this  stadium. 

It  certainly  will  be  a  pleasure  to  beautify  this 
area.  It  is  the  finest  playground  we  have  in  the 
city  and  the  most  popular  one.  The  School 
Department  has  had  permission  to  water  that 
area  to  keep  the  dust  down  while  the  football 
season  is  going  on.  It  will  be  necessary  to  resur- 
face it  after  the  football  season  is  over,  if  the 
weather  will  permit. 

Very  truly  yours, 
William  P.  Long,  Chairman. 
Placed  on  file. 


JURORS   DRAWN. 

President  KELLY — The  Chair  is  in  receipt  of 
venires  for  jurors.  The  City  Messenger  will  so 
notify  his  Honor  the  Mayor. 

(The  City  Messenger  reported  that  the  Mayor 
was  not  available.) 


Coun.  CANTWELL  presiding. 


Jurors  were  drawn,  Councilor  Moriarty  presid- 
ing at  the  box  in  the  absence  of  the  Mayor,  as 
follows: 

Twenty-two  grand  jurors,  Superior  Criminal 
Court,  to  appear  January  6,  1947,  as  follows: 

Arthur  Cordeau,  Ward  1;  Alfred  Karish,  Ward 
1;  William  H.  Newnan,  Ward  1;  Richard  T. 
O'Brien,  Ward  1;  Pasquale  Spinnazzola,  Ward  1; 
Earl  Woods,  Ward  2;  Charles  K.  Backus,  Ward 
5;  Max  Flieop,  Ward  5;  William  H.  Haynes, 
Ward  6;  William  F.  Foley,  Ward  7;  Herbert  C. 
Nolte,  Ward  10;  William  P.  Smith,  Ward  11; 
Harry  Sigman,  Ward  14;  Henry  Yaffe,  Ward  14; 
Carl  H.  Morgan,  Ward  15;  Alexander  G.  Ritchie, 
Ward  15;  Henry  F.  Landers,  Ward  16;  Morris 
Schneiderman,  Ward  17;  Ryder  J.  Ericksen, 
Ward  19;  Michael  F.  Kelley,  Ward  19;  Edward 
A.  Homer,  Ward  19;    David  Freedman,  Ward  21. 

Seventy-five  traverse  jurors,  Superior  Criminal 
Court,  to  appear  January  6,  1947,  as  follows: 

Chester  W.  Barnard,  Ward  1;  Charles  M.  Bon- 
zey,  Ward  1 ;  Philip  J.  Bruno,  Ward  1 ;  Alexander  J. 
McHatton,  Ward  1;  Joseph  M.  Noonan,  Ward  2; 
John  Walsh,  Ward  2;  Edward  F.  Clark,  Ward  4; 
William  J.  Delory,  Ward  4;  James  F.  O'Hara, 
Ward  4;  Hubert  S.  Flannigan,  Ward  5;  Charles 
Townsend,  Ward  5;  James  F.  Crowley,  Ward  6; 
Gordon  Fenderson,  Ward  6;  James  T.  Lynch, 
Ward  6;  Louis  Van  Dem  Brande,  Ward  6;  George 
D.  Crowley,  Ward  7;  James  J.  Delaney,  Ward  7; 
Wallace  D.  Gillis,  Ward  8;  Francis  J.  Hurley, 
Ward  8;  Robert  R.  Rines,  Ward  8;  Felix  A.  Tyrell, 
Ward  8;  Thomas  W.  Qualters,  Ward  9;  James  A. 
Hines,  Ward  10;  Thomas  McMajnus,  Ward  10; 
Louis  Uva,  Ward  10;  Lawrence  J.  Callanan, 
Ward  11;  Antonio  B.  Rendal,  Ward  11. 

James  T.  Cook,  Ward  12;  Alfred  H.  Knopf, 
Ward  12;  Thomas  F.  Burke,  Ward  13;  Walter 
David  Reardon,  Ward  13;  John  H.  Roache, 
Ward  13;  John  W.  Walsh,  Ward  13;  Norman 
Woldman,  Ward  13;  Peter  Cohen,  Ward  14; 
Raymond  L.  Earley,  Ward  14;  Albert  Goldberg, 
Ward  14;  Myer  Goldstein,  Ward  14;  Louis  M. 
Kaiser,  Ward  14;  Abraham  Lavien,  Ward  14; 
Joseph  London,  Ward  14;  Joseph  Sirote,  Ward  14; 
William  B.  Kerressey,  Ward  15;  William  J.  Quinn, 
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Ward  15;  Charles  II.  Rasmusen,  Ward  15;  Leo  F. 
Richards,  Ward  15;  Henry  M.  Stephenson,  Ward 
10;  Roland  A.  Brake,  Ward  16;  Harold  A.  Phelps, 
Ward  16;  Joseph  F.  Sullivan,  Ward  16;  Joseph 
DiDio,  Ward  17;  Joseph  L.  Donahue,  Ward  17; 
Leslie  J.  Reiver,  Ward  17;  Joseph  A.  Kiley,  Ward 
17;  John  J.  Lysaght,  Ward  17;  Daniel  Murphy, 
Ward  17;  George  L.  Pumphret,  Ward  17;  Michael 
H.  Sullivan,  Ward  17;  Samuel  Tanzer,  Ward  17; 
Jack  Bello,  Ward  18;  Walter  S.  Juzukonis,  Ward 
18;  Frederick  L.  Maichle,  WTard  18;  Austin  E. 
Roberts,  Ward  18;  Victor  Simches,  Ward  18; 
Gordon  J.  Berrane,  Ward  19;  John  M.  MacDonald, 
Ward  19;  Michael  J.  Mulry,  Ward  19;  Walter  J. 
Forrest,  Ward  20;  Edward  Graham,  Ward  20; 
Edward  O.  Cuddy,  Ward  21;  Chester  C.  Durning, 
Ward  21;  Chester  A.  Perkins,  Ward  21;  Herbert 
Pusick,  W7ard  21;  Morris  Waldman,  Ward  21; 
John  J.  Stenson,  Ward  22. 

One  hundred  thirty-six  traverse  jurors,  Superior 
Civil  Court,  to  appear  January  6,  1947,  as  follows: 

Agostino  Belmonte,  Ward  1;  Messimino  Fuccillo, 
W'ard  1;  Santo  Micciche,  Ward  1;  Alfonso  Petre, 
Ward  1;  Thomas  Screnci,  Ward  1;  Alexander 
Turco,  WTard  1;  Anthony  Visconti,  Ward  1; 
W7illiam  G.  Barker,  Ward  2;  Denis  Iveane,  Ward  2; 
Vincent  DeNietolis,  Jr.,  Ward  3;  Arthur  Lapchias, 
Wxard  3;  Nicholas  R.  Samaha,  Ward  3;  Anthony  J. 
Stasium,  Ward  3;  Frederick  Weisberg,  Ward  3; 
John  J.  Curley,  Ward  4;  Benjamin  Finn,  Ward  4; 
Thomas  J.  Gallagher,  Ward  4;  Henry  H.  Mac- 
Donald,  Ward  4;  Arthur  E.  White,  Ward  4;  John 
Williams,  Ward  4;  David  F.  Ahlstrom,  Ward  5; 
Edwin  Brymer,  Ward  5;  Fred  S.  Hinctdey,  Ward  5; 
James  E.  Hughes,  Ward  5;  Richard  Massaro, 
Ward  5;  Edward  McCready,  Ward  5;  Harold 
Pearson,  Ward  5;  Colon  B.  Strout,  Ward  5;  John 
Gorham,  Ward  6;  James  Hurley,  Ward  6;  John 
Wallen,  Ward  6;  Harry  P.  White,  Ward  6;  Joseph 
F.  Donahue,  Ward  7;  Joseph  E.  Kane,  Ward  7; 
Michael  Joseph  Sheehan,  Ward  7;  William  R. 
Waldron,  Ward  7;  Michael  McLaughlin,  Ward  8; 
Connell  H.  Decoteau,  Ward  9;  Harold  A.  Johnson, 
Ward  9;  Bernard  L.  Dowd,  Ward  10;  Sydney 
Dutcher,  Ward  10;  Martin  Fisher,  Ward  10; 
John  R.  Grady,  Ward  10;  James  F.  Keaveney, 
Ward  10,  John  E.  Peters,  Ward  10;  William 
Rowley,  Ward  10;  Walter  F.  Shea,  Ward  10; 
George  Steele,  Ward  10;  Frederick  M.  Wright, 
Ward  10;  John  Crowley,  Ward  11;  Romeo  O. 
LaRonde,  Ward  11;  Joseph  P.  McClellan,  Ward  11; 
John  J.  Sullivan,  Ward  11;  John  Epps,  Ward  12; 
Jacob  Spivak,  Ward  12;  Robert  L.  Butler,  Ward  13; 
Frank  M.  Curry,  Ward  13;  James  T.  Curtis, 
Ward  13;  Harold  J.  Haskard,  Ward  13';  George  E. 
McKenna,  Ward  13;  John  F.  McLaughlin,  Ward 
13;  William  Reed,  Ward  13;  Andrew  E.  Zilonis, 
Ward  13. 

Edward  I.  Bardfleld,  Ward  14;  Jacob  B.  Cohen, 
Ward  14;  Thomas  Hennelly,  Ward  14;  Hyman  A. 
Hurwitz,  Ward  14;  Leo  Manaster,  Ward  14; 
Louis  Morton,  Ward  14;  Samuel  Nadler,  Ward  14; 
John  A.  Nixon,  Ward  14;  Walter  J.  Scott,  Jr., 
Ward  14;  Aaron  Simons,  Ward  14;  Carl  Stone, 
Ward  14;  David  Swartz,  Ward  14;  Jeremiah 
Driscoll,  Ward  15;  Philip  Houten,  Ward  15; 
John  F.  Kelley,  Ward  15;  Eugene  J.  McCarthy, 
Ward  15;  James  B.  Murphy,  Ward  15;  Henry  S. 
Caine,  Ward  16;  Joseph  F.  Cronin,  Ward  16; 
William  J.  A.  Jackson,  Ward  16;  Thomas  M. 
Moroney,  Ward  16;  Ralph  J.  Bonardi,  Ward  17; 
Francis  Cullen,  Ward  17;  James  J.  Curley,  Ward 
17;  James  H.  Donovan,  Ward  17;  George  F. 
Dowling,  Ward  17;  Leo  F.  Mellen,  Ward  17; 
Samuel  Rubin,  Ward  17;  Frank  L.  Stevens,  Ward 
17;  William  J.  Brewer,  Ward  18;  Jacob  Castle- 
man,  Ward  18;  Pasquale  H.  Ferzoco,  Ward  18; 
Perry  Gerson,  Ward  18;  Andrew  Larson,  Ward  18; 
Arthur  L.  MacDonald,  Ward  18;  Frederick  W. 
Marz,  Ward  18;  George  V.  McCormack,  Ward  18; 
David  P.  McHugh,  Ward  18;  Samuel  Prager, 
Ward  18;  Edward  S.  Salor,  Ward  18;  Vincent 
Venuti,  Ward  18;  Charles  J.  Williams,  Ward  18; 
James  Creaven,  Ward  19;  William  Horace  Free- 
man, Ward  19;  Gerald  C.  McGowan,  Ward  19; 
Harold  P.  Poppleton,  Ward  19;  Ricardo  C.  Tolen- 
lino,  Ward  19;  Donald  Viano,  Ward  19;  Edward  L. 
Anders,  Ward  20;  William  11.  Barnes,  Ward  20; 
William  E.  Barrett,  Ward  20;  Walter  G.  Chick, 
Ward  20;  James  J.  Cummings,  Ward  20;  Milton 
A.  Doolittle,  Ward  20;  Michael  P.  Furlong,  Ward 
20;  Edward  W.  Ryan,  Ward  20;  Edward  Tawa, 
Ward  20;  Philip  Adamson,  Ward  21;  George  F. 
Brennan,  Ward  21;  Harold  W.  Ferry,  Ward  21; 
Isaac  Friedman,  Ward  21;  Eli  Glassman,  Ward  21; 
Daniel  H.  MacLeod,  Ward  21;  William  F.  Moore, 


Ward  21;  Arthur  Rimer,  Ward  21;  Robert  Rosen, 
Ward  21;  Harry  S.  Benjamin,  Ward  22;  John  M. 
Campbell,  Ward  22;  Robert  E.  Jameson,  Ward  22; 
Robert  McKinnon,  Ward  22;  John  W.  Roberts, 
Ward  22;  James  V.  Rubbico,  Ward  22;  Max 
Wallins,  Ward  22. 


President  KELLY  presiding. 


PETITIONS   REFERRED. 
The  following  petitions  were  received  and  re- 
ferred to  the  committees  named,  viz.: 

Claims. 

John  F.  Collins,  for  compensation  for  injuries 
caused  by  an  alleged  defect  in  Elmore  street. 

Thomas  J.  Fleming,  for  compensation  for  damage 
to  car  by  city  vehicle. 

John  J.  Gleason,  for  compensation  for  injuries 
caused  by  an  alleged  defect  at  9  Washington  Street 
North. 

Marion  Halliday,  for  compensation  for  injuries 
caused  by  an  alleged  defect  at  84  Traverse  street. 

Lever  Brothers  Company,  for  compensation  for 
damage  to  car  by  fire  apparatus. 

Louise  M.  Lyons,  for  compensation  for  damage 
to  property  at  482  Brookline  avenue,  caused  by 
flooding  of  cellar. 

Harry  P.  Mace,  for  compensation  for  damage 
to  car  by  city  car. 

Hannah  C.  McCormick,  for  compensation  for 
eyeglasses  broken  while  cleaning  shelves  in  Public 
Works  Department. 

Felix  Mirabito,  to  be  reimbursed  as  result  of 
accident  which  occurred  while  in  performance  of 
duty  as  employee  of  Fire  Department. 

Estate  of  George  J.  Naymie,  for  compensation 
for  damage  to  car  caused  by  an  alleged  defect  in 
Parker  Hill  avenue. 

Ann  F.  Riley,  for  compensation  for  injuries 
caused  by  an  alleged  defect  at  Adams  and  Minot 
streets. 

James  J.  Sullivan,  for  compensation  for  damage 
to  property  at  925  Centre  street,  caused  by  de- 
fective water  pipes. 

Hyman  D.  Swartz,  for  compensation  for  injuries 
caused  by  an  alleged  defect  in  Parker  Hill  avenue. 

Harry  M.  Yacubian,  for  compensation  for 
damage  to  property  at  3  Vermont  street,  during 
repaying  of  Vermont  street. 

David  A.  Bonfiglio,  for  compensation  for  damage 
to  car  by  police  motorcycle. 

Committee  on  Licenses. 

Petitions  to  operate  bowling  alleys  on  the 
Lord's  Day: 

McCarthy  Brothers  Bowling,  at  761  Huntington 
avenue,  Roxbury;  Crawford  Bowling  Alleys,  at 
15  Hanover  street,  20TH  Century  Alleys,  Louis 
Amusement  Company,  at  1231  Hyde  Park  avenue, 
Hyde  Park;  Metropolitan  Bowling  Alleys,  Jacob 
Koss,  at  35  Dore  street;  Hemenway  Bowling 
Alleys,  Jacob  Koss,  at  1120  Boylston  street; 
Mt.  Pleasant  Bowling  &  Billiards,  John  F. 
McLaughlin,  at  590  Dudley  street,  Dorchester; 
Hibernian  Alleys,  184  Dudley  street,  Roxbury. 

Petition  of  Sutcliffe  Transportation  Company 
for  license  to  operate  unlimited  motor  vehicles 
from  Copley  square  to  Logan  Airport. 

Petitions  for  driveway  openings:  Theodore  P. 
Domohowski,  at  749  Hyde  Park  avenue,  Ward  18; 
S.  Michaels,  at  400  Dorchester  avenue. 


RETURN  OF  VOTE  FOR  REGISTER  OF 

DEEDS. 
The  following  was  received: 

City  of  Boston, 
Board  of  Election  Commissioners, 

November  21,  1946. 
John  B.  Hynes,  Esq., 
City  Clerk,  Boston. 
Dear  Sir, — Pursuant  to  law,  we  hereby  certify 
that  it  appears  from  the  return  of  votes  given  in 
by  the  voters  of  the  County  of  Suffolk  at  their 
respective  meetings  held  on  the  fifth  day  of  Novem- 
ber, 1946,  that  Leo  J.  Sullivan  of  Boston,  Massa- 
chusetts, has  been  duly  elected  Register  of  Deeds 
for  the  County  of  Suffolk  for  the  term  of  six  years. 
Respectfully  yours, 

William  A.  Motley,  Jr., 
Everett  R.  Prout, 
Michael  J.  Manning, 
Gertrude  A.  Pfau, 

Commissioners. 
Placed  on  file. 
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RETURN  ON  48-HOUR   WEEK   QUESTION. 
The  following  was  received: 

City  of  Boston, 
Board  of  Election  Commissioners, 

December  2,  1946. 
John  B.  Hynes,  Esq., 
City  Clerk,  Boston. 
Dear  Sir, — We  hereby- certify  that  at  the  State 
Election  held  on  November  5,   1946,  the  vote  on 
the  question  relating  to  working  hours  for  firemen 
was  as  follows: 

Shall    section    fifty-eight    B    of    chapter   forty- 
eight  of  the  General  Laws,  providing  for  a  forty- 
eight  hour  week  for  permanent  members  of  the  fire 
departments,  be  accepted? 
Yes,  214,507. 
No,  27,038. 

Very  truly  yours, 

William  A.  Motley,  Je., 

EVEEETT    R.    PeOTJT, 

Michael  J.  Manning, 
Geeteude  A.  Pfatj, 

Commissioners. 
Placed  on  file. 


VOTE   ON   LICENSE   QUESTIONS. 
The  following  was  received: 

City  of  Boston, 
Board  of  Election  Commissioners, 

November  19,  1946. 
John  B.  Hynes,  Esq., 
City  Clerk,  Boston. 
Dear  Sir, — We  hereby  certify  that  at  the  State 
Election  held  on  November  5,  1946,  the  vote  upon 
the  License  Questions  in  this  city  was  as  follows: 

1.  Shall  licenses  be  granted  in  this  city  (or 
town)  for  the  sale  therein  of  all  alcoholic  beverages 
(whisky,  rum,  gin,  malt  beverages,  wines  and  all 
other  alcoholic  beverages)? 

Yes,  187,495. 
No,  38,709. 

2.  Shall  licenses  be  granted  in  this  city  (or 
town)  for  the  sale  therein  of  wines  and  malt  bever- 
ages (wines  and  beer,  ale  and  all  other  malt  bev- 
erages) ? 

Yes,  180,895. 
No,  33,392. 

3.  Shall  licenses  be  granted  in  this  city  (or 
town)  for  the  sale  therein  of  all  alcoholic  beverages 
in   packages,   so  called,   not  to  be  drunk  on  the 

'  premises? 


Yes,  181,599. 
No,  30,570. 


Placed  on  file. 


Very  truly  yours, 

William  A.  Motley,  Je., 

EVEEETT    R.    PEOTJT, 

Michael  J.  Manning, 
Geeteude  A.  Pfau, 

Commissioners. 


NOTICES    OF    HEARING    AT    PUBLIC 
UTILITIES  DEPARTMENT. 

Notices  were  received  from  the  Department  of 
Public  Utilities  of  hearings  to  be  held  November  26, 
at  11  a.  m.  on  following  petitions: 

Boston  Elevated  Railway  Company,  to  relocate 
double  track  on  Columbus  avenue,  Roxbury. 

Boston  Elevated  Railway  Company,  for  left- 
hand  curve  track  in  Commonwealth  avenue  and 
Chestnut  Hill  avenue,  Brighton. 

Severally  placed  on  file. 


REPORTS  OF  FINANCE  COMMISSION  RE 
SALE   OF   LAND. 

The  following  were  received: 

City  of  Boston, 
Finance  Commission,  November  21,  1946. 
To  the  Honorable  the  Mayor  and  City  Council. 

Gentlemen, — For  generations  past  the  authority 
to  sell  public  lands  has  been  hemmed  in  by  legis- 
lative bodies  with  wise  restrictions  intended  to 
prevent  unwarranted  transfer  of  title  from  public 
ownership  to  profit-seeking  individuals.  It  is  the 
common  observation  that  sales  which  violated  the 
letter  or  spirit  of  these  restrictions  usually  left  a 
doubt  in  the  minds  of  many  people  as  to  the 
motives  of  those  who  authorized  them. 


In  the  most  recent  legislation  applying  to  Boston 
in  this  connection,  the  sale  of  parcels  obtained  by 
the  city  for  foreclosure  of  tax  title,  the  Legislature 
imposed  the  restriction  that  sales  must  be  by 
public  auction.  Moreover,  as  long  ago  as  1909, 
when  the  present  charter  was  given  to  the  city  by 
the  Legislature,  the  restriction  was  imposed  that 
authority  to  sell  land  must  be  given  by  the  Gity 
Council  only  after  a  two-thirds  favorable  vote  of 
the  Body  at  two  meetings  fourteen  days  apart. 
The  implication  in  the  charter  is  that  sales,  like 
contracts  for  construction,  purchases,  etc.,  would 
follow  public  competition.  Obviously  this  was  to 
guarantee  that  such  sales  would  be  "open  and 
above  board."  By  that  method  the  taxpayers 
have  full  opportunity  to  learn  the  nature  of  the 
proposed  transaction,  and  all  have  equal  oppor- 
tunity for  purchase. 

Notwithstanding  the  fact  that  the  statutory 
provision  that  sales  must  be  by  public  auction 
appears  only  in  the  legislation  in  regard  to  property 
taken  by  foreclosure  of  tax  title,  nevertheless  for 
the  past  several  decades  the  City  Council  has  in  all 
but  rare  instances,  in  giving  authority  to  sell, 
attached  the  provision  that  the  sales  must  be  by 
public  auction.  By  following  this  course  in 
disposal  of  unused  property,  public  sales  have  been 
without  scandal. 

There  have  been  two  recent  unorthodox  author- 
izations announced  which  have  provoked  a  strong 
feeling  of  uncertainty  over  the  motives  of  the 
authorizing  agency.  One  is  the  proposed  sale  of 
a  school  in  East  Boston  to  an  individual  whose 
announced  intention  is  to  make  it  over  into  resi- 
dential apartments.  Another  is  the  proposed  sale 
of  an  unused  park  property  in  Brighton  to  a  real 
estate  speculator  whose  announced  intention  is  to 
resell  it  to  somebody  or  other  who  will  build  stores 
on  it. 

The  recollection  of  an  earlier  official  announce- 
ment that  the  city  could  not  make  use  of  the  school 
property  in  question  for  apartments  because  the 
law  would  not  permit  such  use  (the  building  having 
no  basement  or  cellar)  has  now  created  suspicion 
of  the  new  intention  to  sell  it  to  an  individual  for, 
ostensibly,  the  same  purpose.  Likewise,  in  the 
case  of  the  park  land  in  Brighton,  the  refusal  for 
many  years  of  city  authorities  to  offer  this  property 
for  sale  when  there  were  many  bidders  for  it,  and 
now  the  sudden  grant  of  authority  to  sell  it  to  a 
particular  individual  at  a  fixed  price,  has  created  a 
great  deal  of  suspicion  also. 

In  the  school  situation,  the  reason  for  that  sale, 
emanating  from  a  School  Committee  meeting  — 
that  a  member  had  made  a  promise  to  sell  to  an 
individual  some  time  ago  and,  therefore,  the 
Committee  must  revoke  a  decision  made  subse- 
quently to  sell  the  property  to  a  group  of  physi- 
cians who  were  to  use  it  for  a  non-profit  hospital 
-**has  only  added  to  the  public  uncertainty  over 
the  proposed  transaction. 

In  the  park  property  instance,  for  years  there 
have  been  potential  purchasers  who  have  interests 
in  the  area  which  they  desire  to  expand.  They 
have  been  given  no  opportunity  to  make  an  offer. 
Some  of  them  have  even  been  informed  in  the 
past  that  sale  arrangements  could  not  be  made. 
Now  it  appears  that  speculators  have  been  at 
work  endeavoring  to  induce  other  interests  to 
purchase  not  from  the  city  directly,  but  through 
the  speculators.  If  sold  by  that  method  the  city 
will  lose  many  thousands  of  dollars. 

The  present  authorizing  order  fixes  the  price 
at  $33,014.  That  is  at  the  rate  of  approximately 
$1  per  foot.  The  assessed  value,  50  cents  per  foot, 
means  little  or  nothing,  because  that  was  the  value 
put  on  it  as  park  property.  In  the  light  of  the 
developments  made  in  the  neighborhood,  the 
value  now  is  very  much  greater.  Some  realtors 
claim  it  is  worth  $2  per  foot  or  more. 

The  Finance  Commission  has  made  diligent 
effort  to  get  to  the  bottom  of  this  matter.  It  is  of 
the  opinion  that  the  city,  by  a  little  effort,  can  sell 
directly  to  a  potential  user  of  the  land  in  question 
and  obtain  a  better  price  than  is  offered  by  the 
only  party  named  in  the  proceedings  so  far. 
Furthermore,  since  it  appears  that  there  is  fear 
that  some  undesirable  use  may  be  made  of  it  by 
the  eventual  purchaser,  the  Commission  is  of  the 
opinion  that  sale  to  one  who  hopes  to  resell  at  a 
profit  contains  no  guarantee  of  what  use  might  be 
made  of  it  later. 

The  reason  offered  for  the  proposed  method  is 
that  the  party  to  whom  the  city  proposes  to  sell 
hopes  to  find  a  satisfactory  purchaser.  In  private 
business  any  broker  would  give  this  same  service 
for  a  regular  broker's  commission.     Undoubtedly 
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CITY     COUNCIL. 


a  broker's  commission  would  be  considerably  less 
than  the  profit  on  a  resale  of  this  park  land. 

In  both  instances  the  Finance  Commission 
believes  the  time-honored  practice  of  selling  at 
public  auction  should  be  followed.  Both  parcels 
should  be  offered  for  the  highest  bid,  and  award 
made  to  an  acceptable  user.  In  the  present  cir- 
cumstances, certainly  in  the  case  of  the  park  land, 
it  appears  that  the  city  is  turning  over  the  pos- 
sibility of  obtaining  many  thousands  of  dollars  to  a 
favored  individual. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

Edward  F.  Mullen,  Chairman, 
Alexander  Wheeler, 
Leo  J.  Dunn, 
Frederick  Deane, 

The  Finance  Commission. 
Robert  E.  Cunniff,  ' 
Secretary. 


City  of  Boston, 
Finance  Commission,  November  29,  1946. 
Hon.  James  M.  Curley, 

Mayor  of  Boston. 

Honorable  Sir,— In  your  published  reply  to  the 
Finance  Commission's  recommendation  that  the 
sale  of  park  land  in  Cleveland  Circle  be  by  public 
auction,  rather  than  to  a  named  individual  as  is  the 
intention  of  the  authorizing  order  now  under 
consideration  by  the  City  Council,  you  stated  that 
the  Finance  Commission  did  not  know  all  the  facts 
in  the  situation.  The  Commission  is  acquainted 
with  the  site;  it  knows  the  name  of  the  moving 
spirit  in  the  proposed  transaction;  it  knows  that  it 
is  a  speculation  based  on  a  hope  that  a  department 
store  might  be  induced  to  buy  the  property  from 
the  individual  to  whom  the  city  will  give  title; 
and  it  has  been  reliably  informed  that  this  is  only 
a  hope. 

Additionally,  the  Finance  Commission  knows 
that  there  are  other  customers  for  the  property, 
some  of  whom  are  willing,  if  given  opportunity,  to 
offer  a  higher  price  for  it  than  the  sum  named  in  the 
order  which  you  have  sent  to  the  City  Council. 

The  Commission  desires  to  reaffirm  its  stated 
opinion  that  the  sale  of  public  land  should  be  by 
public  auction.  In  its  letter  to  you  it  recognized 
that  in  this  case  you  desired  to  control  the  future 
use  of  this  property.  Nevertheless  the  Commission 
contends  that  it  is  not  fair  to  the  city  to  sell  the 
property  at  the  announced  price  of  $1  per  foot  to 
a  buyer  who  will  then  endeavor  to  sell  it  at  a 
higher  price  to  a  suitable  bidder.  The  City  itself 
can  sell  directly  to  a  suitable  bidder  and  thereby 
receive  all  that  bidder  is  willing  to  pay. 

Another  objectionable  feature  to  the  proposal  to 
sell  to  one  who  will  canvass  the  market  and  then 
resell  to  the  highest  bidder  is  that  it  is  a  return  to 
the  discredited  practice  of  using  "middlemen" 
in  city  transactions.  There  is  no  guarantee  that 
the  city  by  this  method  can  control  the  future  use 
of  the  property,  because  that  control  will  be 
entirely  in  the  "middleman." 

Your  recommendation  to  sell  this  property  to 
an  individual  without  competition  is  in  striking 
contrast  with  a  recommendation  now  also  before 
the  City  Council  to  sell  another  park  department 
property  (in  South  Boston).  The  latter  sale  is 
recommended  by  you  to  be  by  public  auction. 

The  Commission  reaffirms  its  stated  objection  to 
sale  other  than  in  public  competition. 
Respectfully  submitted, 

Edward  F.  Mullen,  Chairman, 
Alexander  Wheeler, 
Leo  J.  Dunn, 
Frederick  Deane, 

The  Finance  Commission. 
Robert  E.  Cunniff, 
Secretary. 


REPORT   OF  COMMITTEE   ON   LICENSES. 

Coun.  SCANNELL,  for  the  Committee  on 
Licenses,  submitted  the  following: 

1.  Report  on  petition  of  D.  W.  Dunn  Storage 
Company  (referred  October  7)  for  driveway  open- 
ing at  3183  Washington  street — that  permit  be 
granted. 

Report  accepted;  permit  granted  under  usual 
conditions. 

2.  Report  on  application  of  Boston  Waterways, 
Inc.,  for  license  to  operate  ferry  from  Congress 
Street  to  East  Boston  (referred  September  23) — 
that  same  ought  not  to  pass. 


The  question  came  on  the  acceptance  of  the 
report  of  the  Committee,  and  the  report  was 
accepted.  The  question  came  on  the  acceptance 
or  rejection  of  the  petition. 

Coun.  MUCHNICK— Mr.  President. 

Coun.  KINSELLA — Mr.  President,  what  is  the 
recommendation  of  the  Committee? 

President  KELLY — The  recommendation  of  the 
Committee  is  that  it  ought  not  to  pass. 

Coun.  MUCHNICK— Mr.  President,  I  wonder 
if  the  Committee  through  its  chairman  or  any  of 
the  members  would  inform  the  body  of  the  reasons 
for  its  decision. 

Coun.  COFFEY— Mr.  President. 

President  KELLY — Speaking  for  the  Committee 
on  Licenses,  Councilor  Coffey. 

Coun.  COFFEY — This  being  in  my  committee 
and  being  in  my  ward,  going  from  Boston  to  my 
.  ward,  the  reason  I  objected  to  it,  and  the  sole 
reason,  is  that  so  many  young  GI's  have  come  home 
and  got  jobs  as  taxi  drivers.  Nearly  every  taxi 
owner  and  driver  has  opposed  this.  Mr.  Miller  of 
the  Independents,  Mr.  Sawyer  of  the  Checker,  and 
somebody  who  was  up  here  from  the  Town  Taxi 
have  opposed  this.  Practically  everybody  from 
my  ward  was  opposed  to  it  who  owns  a  taxicab. 
They  figure  it  would  harm  their  business,  'that  is 
my  sole  reason  for  opposing  the  petition  before  us 
now. 

Coun.  MUCHNICK — Mr.  President,  it  is  my 
understanding  there  was  a  hearing  before  the  Com- 
mittee on  Licenses  on  this,  and  that  representatives 
of  the  airlines,  representatives  of  the  Chamber  of 
Commerce,  representatives  of  the  shoe  and 
leather  industry  and  the  wool  dealers  of  Boston  all 
appeared  favoring  this.  There  was  a  very  mild 
protest  from  one  group,  the  taxi  operators.  Every- 
body, even  the  newspapers  editorially,  were  in 
favor  of  this  petition.  The  company  that  wanted 
this  license  and  still  wants  it  is  owned  and  operated 
by  a  returning  GI,  as  well  as  being  a  man  who  is 
familiar  with  the  transportation  business.  It  was 
brought  out,  according  to  my  information,  con- 
clusively that  there  was  great  need  for  this  service. 
Frankly,  I  am  at  a  loss  to  understand  the  Com- 
mittee's report  being  in  the  negative.  I  would 
like  to  move  at  this  time  that  this  be  referred  to 
the  Executive  Committee. 

Coun.  SCANNELL— Mr.  President,  as  Chair- 
man of  the  Committee  on  Licenses,  we  had  a  meet- 
ing. We  have  seen  fit  to  reject  the  petition  of  the 
Boston  Waterways,  Inc.,  for  reasons  that  most  of 
us  here  should  vote  against  petitions  of  this  kind. 
I  do  not  want  to  build  a  wall  around  the  City  of 
Boston  as  they  did  in  China,  but  I  think  it  is  about 
time  the  members  of  the  City  Council  recognize 
that  there  are  men  working  in  this  city  who  should 
be  protected,  men  who  are  driving  taxicabs. 
Recently  there  were  200  medallions  given  out  to 
these  young  men  returning  from  the  service.  This 
is  going  to  jeopardize  their  business.  We  should 
have  new  business  in  Boston  if  we  are  going  to  help 
to  improve  something,  but  here  is  a  man  that 
comes  in,  a  single  man  from  Cohasset,  who  says  he 
is  going  to  run  two  boats  to  the  airport.  The  air- 
line companies  coming  from  every  part  of  the 
country  and  doing  business  in  the  city  are  inter- 
ested in  this  proposal  of  a  ferry  to  East  Boston.  I 
think  it  is  about  time  we  got  down  to  business 
and  said,  "Let  us  protect  some  of  the  people  living 
in  this  city,  the  taxi  drivers  and  the  taxi  companies 
paying  a  large  amount  of  taxes  in  this  city." 
I  know  it  is  no  individual  who  is  going  to  propose 
this  ferry.  It  is  a  matter  of  time.  If  we  give  them 
permission  to  run  a  ferry  across  Boston  harbor, 
then  what  are  we  going  to  do?  We  are  going  to 
give  them  permission.  It  does  not  say  two  boats. 
It  can  be  fifteen  or  twenty-five  or  thirty.  It  will 
drive  these  taxicab  drivers  out  of  a  livelihood.  I 
do  not  want  to  draw  a  line  around  this  city.  It  is 
about  time  the  men  who  are  in  the  city  government 
protect  the  people  of  the  City  of  Boston.  You 
men  realize  what  is  happening  in  this  city.  Go  to 
the  North  or  the  South  Station  and  see  the  con- 
stant flow  of  traffic  leaving  the  city.  What  do 
they  care,  or  what  do  they  do,  so  far  as  doing  some- 
thing to  help  run  this  city?  They  do  nothing. 
As  far  as  I  am  concerned,  from  now  on  I  am  going 
to  do  my  utmost  to  see  that  the  people  who  live  and 
work  in  this  city  are  protected. 

The  question  came  on  referring  the  matter  to 
the  Executive  Committee. 

Coun.  LINEHAN — Mr.  President,  I  sincerely 
hope  this  goes  to  the  Executive  Committee.  I 
would  like  a  little  more  information  than  what  I 
have  been  given  up  to  now.     I  have  heard  a  lot  of 
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talk  during  the  past  year  about  our  transit  prob- 
lem in  this  city.  Perhaps  this  might  be  of  some 
use  in  that  traffic  problem.  I  do  not  know.  Be- 
fore I  vote  for  or  against  it,  I  would  like  to  get 
some  more  information  in  the  Executive  Session. 
I  hope,  therefore,  the  motion  to  refer  to  Executive 
prevails  so  we  will  get  more  information.  I  would 
like  to  find  out  how  many  veterans  are  running 
taxicabs  and  how  many  are  not.  I  do  not  think 
many  taxicabs  will  do  very  much  business  at  the 
airport.  I  thought  there  was  one  particular  com- 
pany that  had  all  the  business  over  there.  I  would 
like  these  questions  answered  in  Executive  if  we 
can  get  them  answered.  For  those  reasons  I  hope 
the  motion  prevails. 

The  matter  was  referred  to  the  Executive 
Committee. 

3.  Report  on  petition  of  Hibernian  Alleys 
(referred  December  2)  to  operate  bowling  alleys 
on  the  Lord's  Day — recommending  that  permit  be 
granted. 

Report  accepted;  said  permit  granted  under 
usual  conditions. 


REPORT   OF  COMMITTEE    ON   PARKMAN 
FUND. 

Coun.  COFFEY,  for  the  Committee  on  Park- 
man  Fund,  submitted  the  following: 

Report  on  message  of  Mayor  and  order  (referred 
November  18)  appropriating  $24,000  from  income 
of  Parkman  Fund,  to  be  expended  under  direction 
of  the  Park  Commissioners — that  same  ought  to 
pass. 

Report  accepted;  said  order  passed,  yeas  16, 
nays  0: 

Yeas — Councilors  Bayley,  Bryan,  Cantwell, 
Chase,  Coffey,  Fish,  Hannon,  Hurley,  Keenan, 
Kelly,  Kinsella,  Lane,  Linehan,  McCormack, 
Moriarty,  Muchnick — 16. 

Nays — 0. 


REPORT   OF   COMMITTEE   ON   CLAIMS. 

Coun.  LINEHAN,  for  the  Committee  on  Claims, 
submitted  the  following: 

Report  on  petition  of  Frank  J.  Burke  (referred 
October  28)  to  be  reimbursed  as  result  of  execu- 
tion issued  against  him  on  account  of  his  acts 
as  a  member  of  the  Fire  Department — recommend- 
ing passage  of  the  accompanying  order,  viz.: 

Ordered,  That  the  sum  of  $175  be,  and  hereby 
is,  allowed  and  paid  to  Frank  J.  Burke  in  reim- 
bursement for  the  amount  of  execution  issued 
against  him  on  account  of  his  acts  as  a  member  of 
the  Boston  Fire  Department,  said  sum  to  be 
charged  to  the  Contingent  Fund. 

Report  accepted;  said  order  passed. 


REPORT  OF  COMMITTEE  ON  PUBLIC 
LANDS. 

Coun.  MORIARTY,  for  the  Committee  on 
Public  Lands,  submitted  the  following^ 

Report  on  message  of  the  Mayor  and  order 
(referred  November  12)  for  sale  of  land  on  Chest- 
nut Hill  avenue  to  Samuel  G.  Fish — recommending 
reference  to  the  Executive  Committee. 

Report  accepted;  said  reference  ordered. 


SALE  OF  CHAIR  TO  PETER  A.  MURRAY,  JR. 

Coun.  McCORMACK  offered  the  following: 
Ordered,  That  the  Superintendent  of  Public 
Buildings  be  authorized  to  sell  to  Peter  A.  Murray, 
Jr.,  wounded  veteran  of  the  U.  S.  Marine  Corps, 
the  outsize  chair  formerly  used  by  his  father,  the 
late  Councilor  Peter  A.  Murray,  for  a  nominal 
consideration. 

Passed  under  suspension  of  the  rule. 


RESURFACING   OF   RIVER   STREET, 
WARD    18. 

Coun.  CANTWELL  offered  the  following: 
Ordered,    That    the    Commissioner    of    Public 
Works    be    requested,    through     his    Honor     the 
Mayor,  to  resurface  River  street,  Ward  18,  from 
Business  street  to  1595  River  street. 
Passed  under  suspension  of  the  rule. 


CHARLES   STREET   IMPROVEMENTS, 
WARD    18. 

Coun.  CANTWELL  offered  the  following: 
Ordered,  That  the  Commissioner  of  Public 
Works  be  requested,  through  his  Honor  the 
Mayor,  to  resurface  Charles  street,  Ward  18,  and 
to  construct  new  sidewalks  along  both  sides  of  the 
street. 

Passed  under  suspension  of  the  rule. 


RETENTION     OF     CURRENT     FARES     ON 
ELEVATED. 

Coun.  KEENAN  offered  the  following: 

Ordered,  That  the  Board  of  Trustees  of  the 
Boston  Elevated  be  requested,  through  his  Honor 
the  Mayor,  to  give  further  consideration  of  their 
plan  to  eliminate  all  five-cent  fare  zones  and  to 
take  action  to  maintain  current  rates. 

Coun.  KEENAN — I  understand  from  the  news- 
papers that  the  Boston  Elevated  anticipates 
increasing  their  rates  on  the  5-cent  fares  through- 
out the  City  of  Boston  to  ten  cents.  I  think  his 
Honor  the  Mayor  should  use  every  effort  he  can 
to  stop  the  increase.  Throughout  Dorchester 
they  have  short  runs.  In  my  ward,  and  I  know 
in  every  other  ward,  people  are  going  to  the  shop- 
ping districts  and  they  have  a  few  bundles,  elderly 
women  who  go  during  the  day.  They  would 
have  to  pay  a  20-cent  carfare.  If  the  true  pic- 
ture of  the  Boston  Elevated  was  exposed  like  it 
will  be  by  Tom  Buckley,  I  think  the  Elevated 
instead  of  increasing  the  fare  should  be  able  to 
cut  it.  I  would  like  suspension  of  the  rule  and 
passage  of  the  order. 

The  order  was  passed  under  suspension  of  the 
rule. 


PROVISION    FOR    INCREASE    TO    POLICE 
LIEUTENANTS. 

Coun.  KEENAN  offered  the  following: 

Ordered,  That  the  Police  Commissioner  of  the 
City  of  Boston  be  requested,  through  his  Honor 
the  Mayor,  to  include  sufficient  funds  in  his  1946 
budget  to  provide  an  increase  for  lieutenants  who 
are  presently  receiving  $1,100  less  than  captains. 

Coun.  KEENAN — Mr.  President,  I  have  before 
me  a  schedule  of  salaries  of  captains  and  lieuten- 
ants throughout  the  Commonwealth.  I  see 
the  lieutenants  for  the  Boston  Police  Department 
get  a  salary  which  is  $1,100  less  than  the  captains' 
salaries.  I  think  the  lieutenants  should  be  com- 
pensated with  more  money  than  they  are.  The 
lieutenants  are  now  doing  night  and  day  work 
for  the  captains  when  they  are  out  sick.  I  ask 
suspension  of  the  rule. 

Coun.  KINSELLA — Mr.  President,  several 
times  in  the  past  I  have  put  in  a  similar  order.  I 
have  always  phrased  it  this  way.  I  wanted  to 
try  to  narrow  the  spread  between  captains  and 
lieutenants,  and  the  spread  between  district 
chiefs  and  captains  in  the  Fire  Department.  Last 
Monday  I  gave  Mayor  Curley  a  memorandum 
on  the  same  thing,  on  the  salary  of  the  police 
lieutenants  of  Boston.  The  police  lieutenants  on 
the  Metropolitan  District  police  force  get  $3,600 
and  the  captains  around  $4,500.  The  Boston 
Police  lieutenants  get  $3,000  and  the  captains 
$4,200.  It  was  said  at  the  time  they  would  refer 
the  memorandum  to  Mr.  Fox  or  Mr.  Carven. 
Up  to  today  I  have  heard  nothing.  I  would  like 
to  compliment  Councilor  Keenan  for  his  interest 
in  it  because  up  to  this  present  moment  no  one 
has  seen  fit  to  show  any  interest  in  this  matter. 
It  seems  to  me  it  should  be  made  worthwhile 
for  a  man  to  aspire  to  the  office  of  police  lieutenant 
in  Boston.  There  is  not  much  satisfaction  in  a 
sergeant  becoming  a  lieutenant.  There  is  only 
$3.84  a  week  in  it  for  him.  He  gets  $2,900  as  a 
sergeant.  He  would  get  $3,100  as  a  lieutenant. 
On  the  other  hand,  the  $1,100  difference  between 
a  lieutenant  and  a  captain  means  about  $24  a 
week,  which  is  worth  going  after.  These  men 
represent  numerically  a  small  portion  of  even  the 
Police  Department,  not  to  mention  the  city. 
Simple  justice  dictates  that  a  lieutenant  be  brought 
up  almost  to  the  figure  of  captain  in  view  of  the 
fact  that  he  is  doing  much  of  the  work  and  the 
fact  he  does  more  work  than  the  captain.  Every- 
one admits  that.  I  would  like  to  see  some  action 
taken  by  the  Mayor  on  the  order  filed  just  now 
by   Councilor  Keenan  and   on   the  memorandum 
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which  I  gave  the  Major  a  week  ago  and  on  other 
orders  of  the  self-same  structure  that  I  filed  under 
both  Mayor  Kerrigan  and  Mayor  Tobin. 

The  order  was  passed  under  suspension  of  the 
rule. 


REQUESTED  TRANSFER  OF  SCHOOL  LAND 
TO  PARK  DEPARTMENT. 

Coun.  HANNON  offered  the  following: 
Ordered,  That  his  Honor  the  Mayor  be  requested 
to  direct  the  School  Buildings  Department  to 
transfer  to  the  Park  Department  the  land  on 
which  the  William  C.  Humphreys  School  formerly 
stood  in  order  that  this  property  may  be  used  as  a 
children's  playground  and  mothers'  rest. 
Passed  under  suspension  of  the  rule. 


INSTALLATION  OF  MORE  PUBLIC  TELE- 
PHONES,  CITY   HOSPITAL  BUILDINGS. 

Coun.  HANNON  offered  the  following: 
Ordered,  That  his  Honor  the  Mayor  confer  with 
the  Trustees  of  the  Boston  City  Hospital  relative 
to  the  installation  of  public  telephone  booths  in 
the  various  buildings  of  the  City  Hospital,  parti- 
cularly those  which  are  far  removed  from  the 
main  entrance  of  the  hospital. 

Passed  under  suspension  of  the  rule. 


PARKING  FACILITIES  FOR  CITY  HOSPITAL 
VISITORS. 

Coun.  HANNON  offered  the  following: 
Ordered,  That  his  Honor  the  Mayor  direct  the 
Trustees  of  the  Boston  City  Hospital  to  provide 
proper  parking  facilities  for  those  people  who  are 
visiting  patients  in  the  hospital,  and  confer  with 
the  Boston  Housing  Authority  relative  to  the  use 
of  the  vacant  land  on  Harrison  avenue,  the  prop- 
erty of  the  Housing  Authority,  for  a  hospital  park- 
ing lot. 

Coun.  HANNON — I  had  occasion  yesterday, 
Mr.  President,  to  visit  the  Boston  City  Hospital. 
While  the  visiting  period  is  limited  to  one  hour  I 
found  that  most  people  spend  about  fifteen  minutes 
meandering  around  the  buildings,  finding  which 
way  they  are  going.  As  a  matter  of  fact  I  had 
to  go  over  in  the  Surgical  Building.  There  was 
a  lady  in  that  particular  ward  who  found  it  neces- 
sary to  telephone.  She  had  to  get  nurses  for  the 
patient  whom  she  was  visiting.  The  only  tele- 
phone in  the  place  is  in  the  front  building.  She 
had  to  go  to  the  main  entrance  of  the  hospital  in 
order  to  telephone  out  of  there.  I  think  there 
were  two  telephones  on  each  side  of  the  entrance. 
I  think  public  telephones  might  well  be  established 
in  each  building  of  the  hospital.  Somebody 
suggested  they  adjoin  the  elevators  so  that  if  a 
person  had  to  make  a  call  he  can  go  downstairs 
and  make  a  call  and  come  up.  This  lady  said 
the  nurse  on  the  ward  was  quite  nice,  and  she  let 
her  use  the  telephone  twice.  Each  time  the  phone 
was  busy.  The  visitor  did  not  feel  like  imposing 
on  the  nurse,  and  went  back  and  forth.  It  is 
quite  a  walk  from  the  Surgical  Building  way  out 
to  the  front  building.  If  you  get  out  there  and 
find  the  line  is  busy  you  have  to  wait  or  else  go 
back  again.  The  Surgical  Ward  is  not  the  furthest 
removed  from  the  entrance  to  the  hospital. 
Another  point  we  were  talking  about  up  there 
yesterday  was  the  lack  of  parking  facilities  around 
the  hospital.  Take  people  who  come  from  out  of 
town  to  visit  a  patient.  The  period  of  their  visit 
is  limited  from  two  to  three  o'clock.  I  dare  say 
many  people  spent  twenty  or  thirty  minutes  try- 
ing to  find  a  place  in  which  to  park  their  cars 
around  the  City  Hospital.  There  is  no  parking 
now  on  Harrison  avenue.  That  is  a  good  thing. 
In  order  to  park,  I  had  to  park  on  Washington 
street  at  Worcester  square,  and  I  know  the  sec- 
tion pretty  well.  If  I  were  visiting  somebody,  it 
would  mean  a  delay  of  twenty  minutes  to  get 
down.  Fifteen  or  twenty  minutes  many  times 
can  mean  the  difference  between  life  and  death. 
I  think  plans  are  going  ahead  for  the  construction 
of  new  buildings  in  the  City  Hospital.  When 
these  buildings  arc  constructed  I  think  some  con- 
sideration should  be  extended  to  the  visitors  who 
come  there.  Let  us  provide  some  telephone 
booths  for  them  so  they  will  not  have  to  walk 
half  a  mile  in  order  to  make  a  call.  Let  us  have 
some  signs  to  show  thern  where    they  can  park 


their  cars.  Even  if  parking  space  is  half  a  mile 
away  from  the  hospital  you  would  be  better  off 
knowing  you  could  go  there  and  park  than  riding 
around  the  streets  hoping  some  one  will  pull  out 
in  order  that  you  might  pull  in.  These  are  inex- 
pensive improvements  that  might  well  be  put  into 
effect. 

The  order  was  passed   under  suspension  of  the 
rule. 


UNDERPASS  AT  UPHAMS  CORNER. 

Coun.  HANNON  offered  the  following: 

Ordered,  That  his  Honor  the  Mayor  be  re- 
quested to  direct  the  Board  of  Street  Commis- 
sioners, the  Commissioner  of  Public  Works  and 
the  Park  Commissioner  to  confer  relative  to  the 
construction  of  an  underpass  on  Columbia  road, 
Dorchester,  at  Uphams  Corner. 

Coun.  HANNON— Mr.  President,  out  at 
Uphams  Corner  we  have  one  of  the  toughest 
problems  on  traffic  that  they  have  anywhere  in 
the  city.  I  do  not  claim  it  is  any  tougher  than 
any  others,  but  it  is  quite  a  problem,  so  much  so 
they  cannot  get  automatic  signals  to  control  the 
traffic.  It  is  necessary  to  have  a  traffic  officer 
there  at  all  times  or  else  merely  have  the  yellow 
signal  flashing.  Traffic  moves  there  in  about 
seven  or  eight  directions  with  street  cars  and  buses. 
It  is  a  hazard  that  should  be  removed.  It  has 
been  studied  for  years.  They  are  no  nearer  a 
solution  now  than  when  they  started  studying  it. 
Sometimes  I  think  that  the  city  planners  and  city 
engineers  pay  too  much  attention  to  intown 
Boston.  Half  the  time  when  we  provide  improve- 
ments in  intown  Boston  we  are  providing  them  for 
the  benefit  not  of  Bostonians,  but  for  the  benefit 
of  those  coming  here  from  out  of  town.  I  think 
there  are  many  sections  in  every  part  of  the  city  as 
tough  as  Massachusetts  avenue,  Commonwealth 
avenue  or  Huntington  avenue.  Why  not  provide 
some  of  these  improvements  for  suburban  Boston 
and  remove  some  of  the  traffic  hazards  in  our 
districts?  At  least,  the  problem  is  worth  some 
study.     I  hope  the  proper  study  will  be  made  of  it. 

The  order  was  passed  under  suspension  of  the 
rule. 


AIR   SERVICE   POLICE   PATROL. 

Coun.  HANNON  offered  the  following: 

Ordered,  That  his  Honor  the  Mayor  consult  with 
the  Police  Commissioner  relative  to  the  establish- 
ment of  an  Air  Service  Police  Patrol  in  the  Boston 
Police  Department. 

Coun.  HANNON — Mr.  President,  the  other  day 
on  a  justifiable  complaint  of  some  of  the  councilors 
we  had  a  hearing  on  the  fact  that  many  airplanes 
coming  into  Boston  are  not  complying  with  the 
statute  relative  to  the  height  at  which  they  must 
fly  over  downtown  Boston.  The  futility  of  that 
hearing  struck  me  because,  after  all,  we  are  making 
a  flying  law,  and  suppose  they  tell  us  their  instru- 
ments say  they  are  flying  at  a  proper  height,  what 
can  we  do  about  it?  Looking  into  the  future  and 
being  guided  by  what  is  happening  in  other  cities, 
why  shouldn't  we  have  a  police  air  force?  Some 
day  it  is  going  to  be  necessary.  Now  is  the  time 
to  study  it.  Now  is  the  time  to  prepare  for  it. 
Now  is  the  time  to  build  for  it  and  for  the  future. 
Other  cities  have  done  this.  I  do  not  think  we 
should  lag  behind  the  times. 

The  order  was  passed  under  suspension  of  the 
rule. 


Coun.  McCORMACK  in  the  Chair. 


PEDESTRIAN     STAIRS     LEADING     FROM 
COLUMBIA  STATION   BRIDGE. 

Coun.  LINEHAN  offered  the  following: 

Whereas,  The  Traffic  Commission  agrees  that  a 
hazardous  traffic  condition  dangerous  to  pedes- 
trians exists  on  Old  Colony  avenue,  in  the  vicinity 
of  Lynch's  Gasoline  Station,  Ward  7,  it  is 

Ordered,  That  the  Park  Commissioner  have  plans 
prepared  and  funds  allocated  for  the  construction 
of  pedestrian  stairs  leading  down  from  the  Col- 
umbia Station  Bridge  to  the  sidewalk  below  ad- 
joining the  City  of  Boston  Weighing  Station  so 
that  people  living  in  Old  Harbor  Village  will  not 
have  to  cross  heavily  traveled  dangerous  highways 
when  they  are  going  to  and  coming  from  Columbia 
Station  of  the  Boston  Elevated  Railway  Station. 

Passed  under  suspension  of  the  rule. 


DECEMBER    2,     1946. 
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INSTALLATION  OF  LIGHTS  IN  HARVARD 
MALL,   WARD   2. 

Coun.  KINSELLA  offered  the  following: 

Ordered,  That  his  Honor  the  Mayor  be  requested 
to  instruct  the  Park  Department  to  proceed  at  once 
and  without  delay  to  the  installation  of  lights  in  the 
Harvard  Mall,  City  square,  Ward  2,  Charlestown, 
Mass. 

Coun.  KINSELLA— Mr.  President,  this  is 
becoming  an  old  chestnut  in  here.  Three  or  four 
times  I  have  asked  other  Mayors  to  proceed  with 
the  lighting  of  one  of  the  most  beautiful  parks  in 
our  park  system,  a  park  which  did  not  cost  the 
City  of  Boston  five  cents.  The  site  was  bought 
and  cleared  by  an  unnamed  but  not  an  unknown 
donor  who  had  some  interest  in  perpetuating  the 
site  as  a  memorial  to  John  Harvard.  Of  course 
the  people  of  Charlestown  were  the  recipients  of 
his  generosity.  When  the  park  was  built  in  the 
early  war  years  I  imagine  some  substitute 
material  and  a  lot  of  careless  work  went  into  it. 
The  plan  shows  wires  laid  underground  leading 
over  to  locations  for  lights,  but  the  reason  given 
by  the  Park  Department  engineers  and  the  Con- 
solidated Gas  Company  is  that  the  plan  was  not 
reliable  and  they  may  have  to  dig  up  the  entire 
surface  of  brick  in  order  to  ascertain  the  true 
location  of  the  conduits.  Now,  that  need  not  be 
expensive  because  the  city  men  can  do  it.  As  I 
said  before,  with  relation  to  the  Harvard  Mall  in 
Charlestown,  if  they  will  not  light  it,  they  should 
put  up  gates  on  it  and  lock  them  at  night.  It  is 
becoming  a  haven  of  refuge  for  irresponsible  young 
people  in  the  dark  and  gloom  of  an  unlighted  park 
which  during  the  day  is  one  of  the  better  parks  of 
Boston.  I  hope  Mayor  Curley  indicates  a  little 
more  interest  in  our  immediate  problem  in  Charles- 
town than  his  two  predecessors.  There  were  no 
supplies  available  during  the  years  of  the  war.  I 
know  now  supplies  are  almost  as  limited  because  of 
strikes  and  one  thing  and  another.  I  cannot 
understand  why  the  generosity  of  a  man  such  as 
the  donor  of  a  park  has  to  be  thrown  back  in  his 
face  because  the  city  will  not  supplement  an  ex- 
penditure of  a  quarter  of  a  million  dollars  by 
lighting  up  the  park  at  an  annual  cost  of  a  few 
hundred  dollars.  In  the  summertime  the  park  is 
a  fine  place  for  elderly  people  to  sit  and  enjoy  the 
breezes  from  the  Charles  River.  In  the  winter- 
time it  is  not  attractive  to  anyone.  What  park  is, 
in  the  wintertime?  I  hope  suspension  of  the  rule 
prevails,  and  that  Mayor  Curley,  aside  from  get- 
ting this  order,  will  be  cognizant  of  the  remarks  I 
have  made,  that  this  is  the  No.  1  problem  in  the 
interest  of  the  morals  and  health  of  the  people  of 
Charlestown.     I  hope  the  rules  are  suspended. 

The  order  was  passed  under  suspension  of  the 
rule. 


TIME  OF  STARTING  ASH  AND  GARBAGE 
COLLECTIONS. 

Coun.  CHASE  offered  the  following: 
Ordered,  That  the  Public  Works  Commissioner 
be  requested,  through  his  Honor  the  Mayor,  to 
order  all  contractors  on  ash  and  garbage  collections 
in  the  Back  Bay  not  to  start  collections  until  8 
a.  m,  in  order  to  prevent  unnecessary  noise  and 
disturbance  to  the  citizens  in  the  early  morning 
hours. 

Coun.  CHASE — Mr.  President,  the  contractors 
who  collect  the  ashes  and  garbage  in  the  Back  Bay 
area  for  some  time  now  have  been  making  early 
morning  collections  all  to  the  disturbance  of  the 
Back  Bay  citizens.  On  a  number  of  occasions, 
Mr.  President,  I  have  brought  to  the  attention  of 
the  Commissioner  of  Public  Works  specific  com- 
plaints, and  he  has  taken  action  on  some  of  them. 
I  have  noticed  that  in  certain  areas  the  collections 
are  made  at  a  more  reasonable  hour.  Many  times, 
Mr.  President,  my  attention  has  been  called  to  the 
unnecessary  noise  and  disturbance  caused  by  the 
ash  collecting  contractors  in  other  areas  in  the 
Back  Bay.  As  I  understand  it,  many  of  these 
collections  are  made  as  early  as  6.15  in  the  morn- 
ing. If  you  were  to  live  in  the  near  vicinity  of  some 
of  the  areas  where  these  collections  were  made,  you 
would  think  you  were  near  the  Battle  of  the  Bulge. 
The  ash  collectors  are  not  only  noisy  in  their  chatter 
but  the  trucks  make  a  considerable  noise,  and  the 
banging  of  ash  cans  on  the  pavements  would  re- 
mind one  of  heavy  artillery  in  action,  all  to  the 
disturbance  of  the  many  office  workers  and  others 
who  desire  to  sleep  until  probably  7.30  or  8  in  the 
morning.     They  are  unduly  awakened  by  the  ash 


collectors  at  about  6.30.  There  is  no  rhyme  or 
reason  for  it.  Why  should  these  collections  be  made 
at  this  early  hour?  I  hope  his  Honor  the  Mayor 
will  recognize  that  this  agency  is  committing  a 
common  public  nuisance  in  doing  its  municipal 
work,  as  far  as  collecting  ashes  in  certain  areas  is 
concerned,  in  the  early  morning.  I  believe,  sir, 
that  his  Honor  the  Mayor  should  instruct  the 
Public  Works  Commissioner  that  by  all  means 
they  should  abide  by  the  municipal  ordinance  which 
provides  that  no  undue  or  unnecessary  noise  should 
be  made.  Ash  collections  at  6.30  in  the  morning 
to  the  disturbance  of  sleepers  is  unnecessary  noise. 
I  trust,  sir,  the  Council  will  pass  the  order. 

The  order  was  passed  under  suspension  of  the 
rule. 


ADDITION    TO    WARD   22    MUNICIPAL 
BUILDING. 

Coun.  MADDEN  and  LANE  offered  the  fol- 
lowing: 

Ordered,  That  his  Honor  the  Mayor  be  requested 
to  consider  initiating  a  loan  order  in  the  sum  of 
$250,000  for  the  building  of  a  modern  gymnasium 
and  swimming  pool,  as  an  addition  or  annex  to  the 
present  municipal  building  in  Ward  22,  where 
sufficient  land  is  now  available  for  such  purpose. 

Coun.  MADDEN — Some  time  ago,  gentlemen, 
the  people  in  Brighton  were  honored  by  having  one 
of  their  old  Sre  barns  renovated  and  made  into  a 
municipal  building.  You  can  still  smell  the  horses 
there.  That  is  the  only  public  building  we  have  in 
Brighton.  It  serves  the  people  to  the  extent  of 
giving  us  one  more  building.  They  have  nice 
showers,  but  the  people  in  Brighton,  like  those  in 
other  sections  of  the  city,  have  their  own  showers. 
They  do  not  have  to  use  city  showers.  Other  sec- 
tions of  the  city  are  fortunate  in  having  a  place 
where  children  can  enjoy  a  little  recreation,  where 
they  have  swimming  pools  and  gymnasiums. 
However,  we  have  none  of  that  in  Brighton. 
Recently  his  Honor  the  Mayor  very  kindly  sug- 
gested that  he  would  OK  an  appropriation  for  a 
solarium  at  Chandler's  Pond  in  Brighton.  It  seems 
now  the  people  in  Brighton  would  much  rather  have 
the  money  spent  for  a  more  central  public  building 
that  could  be  utilized  by  the  children  not  only  for 
swimming  but  for  a  gymnasium.  Therefore,  Mr. 
President,  I  hope  the  order  will  pass. 

The  order  was  passed  under  suspension  of  the 
rule. 


PAYMENT   TO   BATAAN   AND 
CORREGIDOR   SURVIVORS. 

Coun.  MADDEN  offered  the  following: 

Whereas,  Huge  sums  of  monies,  equipment, 
food  and  supplies,  together  with  unlimited  amounts 
of  war  weapons  and  machinery,  were  forwarded 
to  co-belligerent  nations  during  World  War  II, 
and 

Whereas,  These  contributions  by  those  in 
authority  in  the  United  States  were  made  with 
complete  disregard  for  the  perilous  position  of  our 
armed  forces  on  Bataan  and  Corregidor,  and  by 
this  short-sighted  and  neglectful  policy  the  un- 
fortunate men  on  Bataan  and  Corregidor  were 
abandoned  and  left  to  their  own  resources,  with 
inadequate  equipment,  weapons,  food,  or  clothing, 
sufficient  for  their  defense  and  survival,  and 

Whereas,  This  neglect  resulted  in  their  capture 
by  a  vicious,  cruel  and  arrogant  Japanese  enemy 
which  subjected  these  captives  to  the  most  inhuman 
tortures  and  humiliations  known  to  warfare; 
tortures  almost  beyond  the  power  of  the  human 
body  to  endure;  and 

Whereas:  It  is  inconceivable  that  any  human 
being  subjected  to  such  terrible  punishment  could 
long  live  without  a  varied  accumulation  of  diseases 
and  crippling  ailments  for  the  rest  of  his  life,  and 

Whereas,  These  men,  as  soldiers,  were  forced  to 
man  their  posts  and,  had  they  left  their  posts, 
could  have  been  charged  with  desertion,  and 

Whereas,  The  only  element  of  desertion  was 
that  of  the  Government  they  swore  to  serve  and 
defend — a  Government  which  deserted  these 
valiant  men  by  sending  the  supplies  they  so 
urgently  needed  to  co-belligerent  nations  such  as 
Great  Britain,  Russia  and  France,  and 

Whereas,  Almost  as  an  afterthought,  a  handful 
of  these  valiant  defenders  were  finally  rescued — 
men  reduced  to  physical  skeletons;  unable  to 
stand,  or  walk,  and  averaging  in  weight  from 
eighty   to   ninety  pounds — shells   of   their   former 
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physical  vigor  by  reason  of  the  privations  of 
Japanese  prison  camp  life,  exposure  to  all  types  of 
tropical  diseases,  and  the  malnutrition  and  decay 
caused  by  their  internment,  exposure  and  inhuman 
treatment  at  the  hands  of  their  unspeakable  Jap 
captors,  and 

Whereas,  Army  officials  made  eloquent  verbal 
promises  of  rewards  and  full  compensation  to  these 
survivors  of  Bataan  and  Corregidor  at  the  time  of 
their  rescue,  and 

Whereas,  Although  many  of  these  men  now 
appear  to  be  in  fair  physical  condition,  it  is  the 
consensus  of  medical  opinion  that  they  are  living 
on  borrowed  time,  and  that  their  life  span  will  not 
exceed  ten  years,  .and 

Whereas,  Nothing  definite  has  been  accom- 
plished toward  the  fulfillments  of  the  promises  of 
security  made  them,  and  many  of  these  survivors 
are,  and  have  been,  subjected  to  never-ending  red 
tape  when  appealing  to  Veteran  Bureaus  and 
Agencies  for  disability  assistance,  and  as  the 
result  of  these  rebuffs  have  become  discouraged 
to  the  point  of  mental  disintegration,  therefore 
be  it 

Resolved,  That  the  members  of  the  Boston  City 
Council,  in  meeting  assembled,  do  forthwith 
petition  the  Massachusetts  Delegation  in  Congress, 
the  Massachusetts  members  of  the  United  States 
Senate,  and  the  President  of  these  United  States, 
to  institute  immediate  steps  which  will  insure  that 
consideration  be  granted  these  heroic  survivors  of 
Bataan  and  Corregidor  and  to  consider  as  a 
reward  for  their  valor,  the  granting  of  a  life  com- 
pensation in  an  amount  equivalent  to  the  retire- 
ment pay  granted  to  a  Captain  of  the  United 
States  Army,  and  be  it  further 

Resolved,  That  the  parents  of  any  man  who  lost 
his  life  in  the  service  of  the  United  States  during 
the  defense  of  Bataan  and  Corregidor  be  granted 
by  the  Government  of  the  United  States  a  pension 
of  one  hundred  dollars  per  month  as  long  as  either 
parent  shall  live. 

Referred  to  the  Committee  on  Rules. 


PROVISION     FOR     TRAFFIC     LIGHTS     IN 
WARD   20. 

Coun.  BRYAN  offered  the  following: 
Ordered,    That    the    Traffic    Commissioner    be 
requested,    through    his    Honor    the    Mayor,    to 
include  in  his  1947  budget  enough  money  to  take 
care  of  traffic  lights  in  Ward  20. 

Passed  under  suspension  of  the  rule. 


RECESS. 

On  motion  of  Councilor  Cantwell  the  Council 
voted  at  3.30  p.  m.,  to  take  a  recess  subject  to  the 
call  of  the  Chair.  The  members  reassembled  and 
were  called  together  by  President  KELLY  at 
5.10  p.  m. 


EXECUTIVE   COMMITTEE   REPORTS. 

Coun.  FISH,  for  the  Executive  Committee, 
submitted  the  following: 

1.  Report  on  message  of  Mayor  and  order 
(referred  today)  for  85,000,000  to  be  expended 
under  direction  of  Board  of  Real  Estate  Com- 
missioners for  public  off-street  parking  facilities — 
that  same  ought  to  pass. 

The  question  came  on  the  acceptance  of  the 
report,  and  the  report  was  accepted.  The  question 
came  on  giving  the  order  its  first  reading,  and  the 
clerk  called  the  roll,  and  the  order  was  declared 
rejected,  yeas  13,  nays  2: 

Yeas — Councilors  Bayley,  Bryan,  Cantwell, 
Cook,  Fish,  Hannon,  Hurley,  Kelly,  Kinsella, 
Lane,  Linehan,  Madden,  Moriarty — 13. 

Xays — Councilors  Chase,  Scannell — 2. 

Present — Councilor  Keenan. 

Coun.  FISH — Mr.  President,  I  ask  reconsider- 
ation. 

The  motion  to  reconsider  was  carried. 

President  KELLY— What  is  your  pleasure  now? 

Coun.  HANNON — Mr.  President,  I  should  not 
even  talk,  I  suppose,  but  there  is  a  motion  before 
the  Body.  . , 

President  KELLY — The  motion  to  reconsider 
has  ju-i  bi  en  passed.  There  is  no  motion  before 
the  Body. 

Coun.  II A  NNON— What  is  the  question  now.' 


President  KELLY — The  question  is  the  passage 
of|the  order.    The  Chair  awaits  a  motion. 

Coun.  HANNON— I  think  the  proper  tiling  to 
tin  is  lo  delay  until  the  votes  get  in. 

President  KELLY — The  Chair  awaits  the  pleas- 
ure of  the  Body.  Councilor  Hannon  has  the  floor. 
The  question  is  the  $5,000,000  for  off-street 
parking. 

Coun.  HANNON — Of  course,  Mr.  President, 
this  has  been  debated  so  much  and  so  often  that  I 
suppose  there  is  not  much  that  is  new  that  can  be 
added  to  it.  I  do  not  intend  to  try  to  add  any- 
thing new.  However,  I  think  we  find  ourselves 
today  in  a  position  where  in  order  to  keep  our- 
selves from  looking  absurd  we  must  give  this  mat- 
ter a  reading.  I  have  been  informed  that  banks 
have  already  made  an  offer  to  subscribe  to  the 
bonds.  The  only  thing  which  keeps  them  from 
going  throughwith  the  offer  is  the  technicality  of 
the  legal  significance  of  how  this  order  was  adopted 
by  the  Council  or  went  into  effect,  the  effect  of  a 
city  ordinance.  I  feel,  that  in  order  to  save  our 
own  faces,  at  least  we  should  give  this  a  first 
reading.  This  will  show  our  city  ordinances  are 
effective.  It  will  give  the  banks  the  right  to 
proceed  with  the  floating  of  this  loan. 

The  question  came  on  the  passage  of  the  order. 
Coun.  SCANNELL — Mr.  President,  as  I  have 
said  and  reiterate  again  here  on  this  floor,  we 
have  been  waiting  for  months  to  have  something 
done  on  off-street  parking.  There  is  no  need  of 
this.  If  we  put  this  over  a  week,  we  can  have  a 
meeting  and  ask  these  men  who  have  been  work- 
ing on  this  off-street  parking  project  what  they 
have  done  and  what  they  have  accomplished. 
There  is  no  need  of  rushing  this  thing  through  as 
we  did  before.  Let  us  have  a  meeting  this  week 
and  find  out  what  they  have  accomplished.  If  I 
am  satisfied  at  that  time  that  they  are  accom- 
plishing something  to  relieve  parking  conditions 
in  this  city,  I  will  vote  for  it,  but  not  until  then 
shall  I  vote  for  $5,000,000  for  off-street  parking. 

Coun.  FISH — Mr.  President,  I  think  every 
request  that  Councilor  Scannell  asks  can  be 
granted,  even  though  this  takes  a  first  reading 
today.  It  will  have  to  take  a  second  reading  two 
weeks  from  now.  If  he  does  not  get  the  informa- 
tion in  the  meantime,  he  can  vote  accordingly. 
Every  request  he  has  asked  now  will  not  be  inter- 
fered with  in  any  way  whatsoever  by  voting  on 
this  today.  I  make  the  suggestion  now,  Mr. 
President,  that,  since  we  have  important  business 
to  conduct  and  that  is  what  we  are  sent  here  for, 
if  there  is  any  possible  way  you  can  get  the  mem- 
bers of  the  Council  who  are  outside  on  this  floor 
and  have  them  come  in  and  perform  their  duty 
as  they  should,  if  there  is  any  possible  way  for  you 
to  do  that,  I  wish  you  would. 

President  KELLY — I  will  ring  the  bell. 
Coun.  LINEHAN — Mr.  President,  a  point  of 
information.  If  we  have  another  vote  on  this 
matter  at  this  time,  and  you  do  not  have  the 
necessary  fifteen  votes  and  the  matter  is  killed, 
can  it  be  introduced  by  his  Honor  the  Mayor 
next  week? 

President  KELLY — If  the  matter  is  rejected  by 
the  City  Council,  it  can  be  reintroduced  next 
week. 

Coun.  LINEHAN— Mr.  President,  I  was  think- 
ing, if  the  motion  was  killed,  that,  rather  than 
have  it  killed,  I  was  going  to  move  that  it  lie  on 
the  table  a  week  just  to  keep  it  alive.  If  we  have 
not  got  the  fifteen  votes,  there  is  no  sense  in 
wasting  time. 

President  KELLY — The  Chair  will  announce 
three  more  members  have  come  back  since  we 
took  the  first  vote.  It  is  up  to  the  Council  what 
their  pleasure  is. 

The  question  came  on  the  passage  of  the  order, 
and  the  clerk  called  the  roll.  The  order  received 
its  first  reading  and  passage,  yeas  15,  nays  3: 

Yeas — Councilors  Bayley,  Bryan,  Cantwell, 
Cook,  Fish,  Hannon,  Hurley,  Kelly,  Kinsella, 
Lane,  Linehan,  Madden,  McCormack,  Moriarty, 
Muchnick — 15. 

Nays — Councilors  Chase,  Keenan,  Scannell — 3. 
The    order    will    take    its    second    reading    and 
passage  in  not  less  than  fourteen  days. 

2.  Report  on  message  of  the  Mayor  and  order 
(referred  today)  for  transfer  of  $815  from  Penal 
Institutions  Department,  House  of  Correction,  to 
Office  Expenses — that  same  ought  to  pass. 

President  KELLY — Is  it  agreeable  to  all  the 
members  of  the  Council  if  all  the  transfer  reports 
are  read  at  the  same  time  and  acted  upon  at  the 
same  time?  Hearing  no  objection,  the  clerk  will 
read  the  orders. 
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Report  on  message  of  the  Mayor  and  order  for 
appropriation  of  $870.53  for  Licensing  Board — 
that  same  ought  to  pass. 

Report  on  message  of  Mayor  and  order  (re- 
ferred today)  for  appropriation  of  $36,730.13  for 
Printing  Department — that  same  ought  to  pass. 

Report  on  message  of  the  Mayor  and  order 
(referred  today)  that  32,500  be  appropriated  from 
income  of  Water  Service  of  Public  Works  Depart- 
ment to  be  expended  by  City  Collector  for  Col- 
lecting Department,  Water  Division — that  same 
ought  to  pass. 

Report  on  message  of  Mayor  and  orders  for 
transfers  within  departmental  appropriations: 
$15,000  from  Long  Island  Hospital  to  Long  Island 
Hospital,  Special  Improvements  and  Repairs,  and 
$3,000  from  Park  Department,  Cemetery  Division, 
to  Park  Department — that  same  ought  to  pass. 

The  reports  were  severally  accepted,  and  the 
question  came  on  the  passage  of  the  orders.  The 
orders  were  passed,  yeas  18,  nays  0: 

Yeas — Councilors  Bayley,  Bryan,  Cantwell, 
Chase,  Cook,  Fish,  Hannon,  Hurley,  Keenan, 
Kelly,  Kinsella,  Lane,  Linehan,  Madden,  McCor- 
mack,  Moriarty,  Muchnick,  Scannell — 18 

Nays — 0. 

3.  Report  on  message  of  Mayor  and  order 
(referred  today)  for  appropriation  of  $6,500  from 
income  of  George  F.  Parkman  Fund  to  be  expended 
under  direction  of  Park  Commissioners — that  same 
ought  to  pass. 

President  KELLY — The  chairman  of  the  Com- 
mittee on  Parkman  Fund  has  waived  reference  of 
the  order  to  the  committee. 

The  report  was  accepted,  and  the  question  came 
on  suspension  of  the  rules,  and  the  motion  was 
carried.  The  order  was  passed,  yeas  17,  nays  0, 
viz.: 

Yeas — Councilors  Bayley,  Bryan,  Cantwell, 
Chase,  Cook,  Fish,  Hannon,  Keenan,  Kelly, 
Kinsella,  Lane,  Linehan,  Madden,  McCormack, 
Moriarty,  Muchnick,  Scannell — 17. 

Nays — 0. 


REPORT   OF   COMMITTEE' ON   LICENSES. 

Coun.  SCANNELL,  for  the  Committee  on 
Licenses,  submitted  the  following: 

1.  Report  _  on  petitions  (referred  today)  to 
operate  bowling  alleys  on  the  Lord's  Day — 
recommending  that  permits  be  granted  to  the 
following,  viz.: 

McCarthy  Brothers  Bowling,  761  Huntington 
avenue,  Roxbury;  Crawford  Bowling  Alleys,  15 
Hanover  street;  Twentieth  Century  Alleys,  Louis 
Amusement  Company,  1231  Hyde  Park  avenue, 
Hyde  Park;  Metropolitan  Bowling  Alleys,  Jacob 
Koss,  35  Dore  street;  Hemenway  Bowling  Alleys, 
Jacob  Koss,  1120  Boylston  street;  Mt.  Pleasant 
Bowling  and  Billiards,  John  F.  McLaughlin,  590 
Dudley  street,  Dorchester;  Hibernian  Alleys,  184 
Dudley  street,  Roxbury. 

The  report  of  the  committee  was  accepted,  and 
the  question  came  on  granting  the  licenses. 

Coun.  MADDEN — Mr.  Chairman,  a  point  of 
information.  What  happened  to  the  petition  of 
Nardella  Bowling  Alley,  345  Washington  street? 

Coun.  SCANNELL — It  is  in  the  Committee  on 
Licenses. 

Coun.  MADDEN— Why  not  take  it  out?  I 
would  like  to  have  it  voted  on. 

President  KELLY — It  is  up  to  the  committee. 

The  question  came  on  the  granting  of  the* 
licenses,  and  the  licenses  were  granted  under  usual 
conditions. 

2.  Report  on  petition  for  driveway  opening  of 
Merchants  Realty  Company  (referred  November 
4),  1302-1306  Boylston  street,  Ward  5— recom- 
mending that  permit  be  granted. 

Report  accepted;  said  permit  granted  under 
usual  conditions. 


REPORT     OF     COMMITTEE     ON     PUBLIC 
LANDS. 

Coun.  MORIARTY,  for  the  Committee  on 
Public  Lands,  submitted  the  following: 

1.  Report  on  message  of  the  Mayor  and  order 
(referred  April  29)  for  sale  of  land  on  River  and 
Milton  streets,  Dedham,  at  public  auction,  with 
upset  price  of  $3,500 — that  same  ought  to  pass. 


SALE     OF     LAND     TO     JOHN     HANCOCK 
MUTUAL  LIFE  INSURANCE  COMPANY. 

Coun.  MORIARTY— Mr.  President,  I  wonder, 
previous  to  these  orders  being  acted  upon,  if  I 
could  not  take  No.  2  off  the  calendar? 

The  motion  to  take  up  No.  2  on  the  calendar  was 
carried.     No.  2  on  the  calendar  was  as  follows: 

"2.  Order  for  sale  of  land,  Veterans  of  Foreign 
Wars  Parkway,  to  John  Hancock  Mutual  Life 
Insurance  Company. 

"On  November  18,  1946,  the  said  order  was  read 
once  and  passed,  yeas  twenty,  nays  none." 

The  question  came  on  giving  the  order  its  second 
reading.  The  order  was  given  its  second  reading 
and  passage,  yeas  18,  nays  0: 

Yeas — Councilors  Bayley,  Bryan,  Cantwell, 
Chase,  Cook,  Fish,  Hannon,  Hurley,  Keenan, 
Kelly,  Kinsella,  Lane,  Linehan,  Madden,  Mc- 
Cormack, Moriarty,  Muchnick,  Scannell — 18. 

Nays — 0. 


REPORT   OF   COMMITTEE   ON   PUBLIC 
LANDS. 

Coun.  MORIARTY,  f orthe  Committee  on  Public 
Lands,  submitted  the  following: 

1.  Report  on  message  of  the  Mayor  and  order 
(referred  April  29)  for  sale  of  land  on  River  and 
Milton  streets,  Dedham,  at  public  auction,  with 
upset  price  of  $3,500  —  that  same  ought  to  pass. 

The  report  was  accepted,  and  the  question  came 
on  the  passage  of  the  order. 

Coun.  MORIARTY— Mr.  President,  I  wonder, 
if  there  is  no  disagreement,  whether  we  could  not 
vote  on  those  orders  simultaneously? 

President  KELLY — In  view  of  the  fact  that  they 
are  land  orders,  the  Chair  would  prefer  to  vote  on 
them  separately. 

The  order  was  passed,  yeas  18,  nays  0,  viz.: 

Yeas — Councilors  Bayley,  Bryan,  Cantwell, 
Chase,  Cook,  Fish,  Hannon,  Hurley,  Keenan, 
Kelly,  Kinsella,  Lane,  Linehan,  Madden, 
McCormack,   Moriarty,   Muchnick,   Scannell — 18. 

Nays — 0. 

Assigned  for  fourteen  days  for  final  action. 

2.  Report  on  message  of  the  Mayor  and  order 
(referred  May  27)  for  exchange  of  city-owned  land 
on  Southampton  street  and  Atkinson  street, 
Roxbury,  with  land  owned  by  Downes  Realty 
Corporation  on  Southampton  street  and  Atkinson 
street  —  that  same  ought  to  pass. 

The  report  was  accepted,  and  the  question  came 
on  the  passage  of  the  order.  The  order  was  passed, 
yeas  17,  nays  0: 

Yeas — Councilors  Bayley,  Bryan,  Cantwell, 
Chase,  Cook,  Fish,  Hurley,  Keenan,  Kelly, 
Kinsella,  Lane,  Linehan,  Madden,  McCormack, 
Moriarty,  Muchnick,  Scannell — 17. 

Nays — 0. 

Assigned  for  fourteen  days  for  final  action. 

3.  Report  on  message  of  the  Mayor  and  order 
(referred  August  5)  for  sale  of  old  police  station  on 
Commercial  street,  between  Battery  street  and 
Salutation  street,  at  public  auction  at  upset  price 
of  $5,000  —  that  same  ought  to  pass. 

The  report  was  accepted,  and  the  order  was 
passed,  yeas  18,  nays  0: 

Yeas — Councilors  Bayley,  Bryan,  Cantwell, 
Chase,  Cook,  Fish,  Hannon,  Hurley,  Keenan, 
Kelly,  Kinsella,  Lane,  Linehan,  Madden, 
McCormack,   Moriarty,   Muchnick,   Scannell — 18. 

Nays — 0. 

Assigned  for  fourteen  days  for  final  action. 


SALE   OF   PUBLIC   LANDS   THROUGH 
PUBLIC   AUCTION. 

Coun.  CHASE  offered  the  following: 
Ordered,  That  the  Boston  City  Council  hold  a 
public   hearing  Friday   to   determine   whether   or 
not  all  public  lands  to  be  sold  shall  be  done  through 
public  auction. 

Coun.  CHASE — Mr.  President,  in  view  of  the 
controversy  which  has  arisen  between  his  Honor 
the  Mayor  and  the  Boston  Finance  Commission 
as  to  the  Cleveland  Circle  property,  I  think  the 
Counci'  ought  to  hold  a  public  hearing  on  this 
matter  in  order  to  determine  just  what  prices  can 
be  had  advantageously  for  the  city.  It  would 
seem  to  me,  Mr.  President,  inasmuch  as  this  land 
is  public  land,  we  should  not  confine  the  possible 


575 


CITY     COUNCIL. 


purchase  of  it  to  one  buyer.  We  have  a  population 
here  of  800,000  and  a  population  in  the  state,  of 
oyer  4,500,000.  Out  of  that  tremendous  popula- 
tion, sir,  we  have  one  attorney  by  the  name  of 
Samuel  Fish  who  comes  forward  into  the  Mayor's 
office  and  enters  into  some  sort  of  proposition 
whereby  he  proposes  to  buy  from  his  Honor  the 
Mayor  public  land  for  833,000.  Your  Finance 
Commission,  for  which  we  appropriate  §50,000  a 
year,  is  an  independent  body  of  men  appointed  by 
the  various  Governors.  It  comes  out  and  criticizes 
this  proposed  deal.  It  says  there  are  other 
prospective  buyers  willing  to  pay  a  much  higher 
price.  If  his  Honor  the  Mayor  desires  to  deal 
behind  closed  doors  with  this  Mr.  Fish,  I  do  not 
propose  to  deal  behind  closed  doors.  I  think  the 
public  is  entitled  to  be  in  and  bid  on  this  property. 
I  think  that  we  should  put  this  property  up  at 
public  auction,  especially  when  this  Finance 
Commission  has  twice  issued  a  report,  one  report 
which  originally  criticized  his  Honor  the  Mayor 
and  a  second  report  in  rebuttal  to  the  answer  of 
his  Honor  the  Mayor.  The  Finance  Commission 
has  seen  fit  twice  to  stick  out  its  head  and  criticize 
the  Mayor.  Now  if  we  are  not  going  to  heed  the 
advice  and  opinions  of  the  Finance  Commission, 
especially  on  a  proposition  such  as  this,  I  think  we 
might  as  well  pick  up  our  hats  and  coats  and  go 
out  and  give  the  whole  city  to  his  Honor  the  Mayor, 
and  just  forget  that  there  is  such  a  thing  as  a  City 
Council  in  existence.  We  are  here  supposedly  to 
act  as  a  check  on  his  Honor  the  Mayor.  The 
Boston  Finance  Commission  was  created  by  an 
act  of  the  Legislature  to  investigate  and  report  on 
certain  city  business.  It  has  seen  fit  on  its  own 
initiative  to  investigate  and  report  to  his  Honor  the 
Mayor  on  this  sale.  This  matter  is  in  controversy. 
This  property  has  been  recommended  by  the 
Boston  Finance  Commission  to  be  put  up  at  public 
sale.  Now  we  propose  behind  closed  doors  to 
invite  one  man  and  give  him  an  opportunity  to 
give  his  views.  Well,  Mr.  President,  his  Honor 
the  Mayor  has  already  got  the  views  of  this  man. 
May  I  remind  you,  sir,  his  Honor  the  Mayor  also 
got  views  from  Mr.  Feingold  and  Mr.  MacDonald 
on  the  $1,000,000  abatement  on  the  Little  Building 
property?  May  I  remind  you,  sir,  his  Honor  the 
Mayor  got  the  views  of  Mr.  Cohen,  the  man  who 
owns  the  big  business  block  which  lies  between 
Gainsborough  street  and  Symphony  Hall? 
.  Mr.  Cohen  convinced  the  Mayor  to  buy  $25,000 
worth  of  his  sidewalk,  so  that  the  city  should  be 
put  to  the  expense  of  $100,000,  and  desecrate 
church  property  and  other  properties  in  order  to 
put  that  deal  across.  No,  Mr.  President,  this  is 
public  land.  This  is  not  our  land.  This  is  not 
the  Mayor's  land.  This  is  the  taxpayers'  land. 
I  say  to  you,  sir,  that  the  department  store  owners 
throughout  the  entire  Commonwealth  want  to 
come  in  and  put  in  a  bid  on  the  property.  If  we 
are  going  to  confine  these  bids  to  one  man,  you 
are  going  to  get  a  one-man  bid.  All  you  are 
going  to  get  is  knowledge  from  one  man.  I  think 
in  view  of  the  Finance  Commission  report  that  it 
behooves  us  to  act  accordingly  and  to  ask  for 
public  bids,  inviting  the  members  of  the  Boston 
Real  Estate  Exchange,  who  might  be  interested  in 
buying  the  property.  They  represent  big  business- 
men throughout  the  city.  Invite  your  Chamber  of 
Commerce.  Invite  your  department  stores.  An 
advertisement  can  be  placed  in  the  front  page  of 
all  the  daily  newspapers.  This  is  big  business— 
this  is  not  peanuts.  Somebody  wants  to  buy  this 
land.  Supposedly  they  are  to  put  up  a  half-million- 
dollar  building.  Somebody  may  come  along  and 
want  to  put  up  a  $2,000,000  building  and  be  willing 
to  pay  triple  the  price.  You  are  not  going  to 
know  unless  you  ask  for  public  bids.  I  think,  sir, 
I  have  covered  this  point.  You  are  all  well 
acquainted  with  what  I  am  driving  at.  I  think 
in  the  interest  of  the  public  we  should  make  this  a 
public  matter  and  hold  a  hearing,  advising  the 
public  we  propose  to  get  additional  information 
and  that  we  welcome  all  comers  and  all  bidders  to 
come  in  and  give  us  their  side  of  the  story  on  the 
Cleveland  Circle  property.  I  so  move  that  the 
order  pass. 

President  KELLY— The  Chair  will  rule  that 
this  matter  is  not  before  the  full  membership  of 
the  Council.  It  is  now  in  the  Executive  Session. 
Therefore,  we  cannot  ask  for  a  public  hearing 
until  we  take  it  out  of  the  Executive  Session.  The 
Chair  will  have  to  rule  this  order  in  its  present 
form  is  out  of  order. 

Coun.  CHASE — Mr.  President,  as  I  understand, 
your  Executive  Committee  voted  to  have  a 
Mr.  Samuel  Fish,  an  attorney  at  law,  who  proposes 


to  buy  certain  property  at  Cleveland  Circle  at 
$33,000,  in  to  get  his  views.  My  proposal  is 
entirely  different.  It  is  different  from  the  motion 
adopted  by  your  Executive  Session.  My  proposal 
is  to  hold  a  public  hearing  on  the  question  as  to 
whether  or  not  the  Cleveland  Circle  land  should 
be  offered  at  public  bid  or  not.  It  is  entirely 
different.  It  does  not  conflict  with  the  motion 
which  the  Council  adopted  to  let  Mr.  Fish  come 
in  and  give  his  one-sided  story. 

President  KELLY — The  way  the  order  is 
drawn  up  it  is  out  of  order.  We  have  not  got  the 
matter  before  the  full  membership  of  the  Council. 
It  is  now  in  the  Executive  Session.  This  order 
will  not  be  in  proper  form.  I  will  have  to  rule  it 
out  of  order. 

Coun.  CHASE— May  I  ask  the  clerk,  Mr.  Presi- 
dent, how  can  the  order  be  amended  so  that  it  will 
be  in  proper  form? 

President  KELLY — I  am  informed  by  the  clerk 
that  this  order  cannot  be  amended.  There  cannot 
be  an  order  until  we  take  the  matter  that  is  now 
before  the  Executive  Session  and  bring  it  before 
the  full  membership  of  the  Council.  A  motion  to 
that  effect  is  in  order. 

Coun.  CHASE — Mr.  President,  I  shall  introduce 
an  order  subsequent  to  my  finishing  what  I  have 
to  say.  I  move,  sir,  that  the  Council  adopt  an 
order  to  hold  a  public  hearing  and  invite  the  mem- 
bers of  the  public  to  attend  a  hearing  on  whether 
or  not  all  public  lands  when  up  for  sale  shall  be 
held  at  public  bid  or  not.  That  is  an  entirely  new 
motion,  sir. 

President  KELLY — Will  you  write  that  out  so 
that  I  will  be  protected  here?    I  want  to  be  fair. 

(Councilor  Chase  here  wrote  the  order  as  ap- 
pearing above.) 

President  KELLY — That  is  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  Rules. 

Coun.  CHASE— Mr.  President. 
President  KELLY — There  is  no  debate  on  that 
unless  you  want  to  make  a  motion  to  suspend  the 
rules.  That  is  the  only  motion  that  is  in  order. 
You  have  power  to  make  a  motion  to  suspend  the 
rules  and  have  it  passed  now. 

Coun.  CHASE — Mr.  President,  I  move  sus- 
pension of  the  rules. 

President  KELLY — Those  in  favor  will  please 
stand.  There  are  seven.  Those  opposed  will  please 
rise.  There  are  three.  The  vote  is  seven  to  three . 
You  need  fifteen  votes,  and  the  motion  is  lost. 
You  need  two-thirds  of  all  the  members.  That  is 
what  the  rules  are. 

President  KELLY — Now,  you  will  have  to  re- 
vamp that  to  put  it  in  order.  In  the  meantime,  the 
Chair  will  recognize  Councilor  Linehan. 

Councilor  CHASE — Mr.  President,  a  point  of 
parliamentary  inquiry.  Do  I  understand  that  in 
order  to  move  suspension  of  the  rules  it  requires  a 
two-thirds  vote  of  all  members? 
President  KELLY— That  is  right. 
Coun.  CHASE — Mr.  President,  it  appears  to 
me  all  the  orders  since  the  first  of  the  year  that 
have  been  passed  by  a  vote  similar  to  the  one  just 
taken  have  been  illegal,  because  we  have  con- 
stantly had  order  after  order  passed  by  a  voice 
vote  like  the  one  recently  taken  that  was  claimed 
to  be  illegal  by  you. 

President  KELLY — I  do  not  want  to  disagree 
with  you.  I  do  not  remember  any  time  I  ever 
allowed  a  vote  to  go  on  suspension  of  the  rules  and 
allowed  it  to  pass  with  less  than  fifteen  votes. 

Coun.  CHASE — -Mr.  President,  on  many  orders 
you  have  considered  as  legal  you  have  moved  the 
question  of  suspension  of  the  rules  and  adoption 
of  the  order.  You  have  had  many  a  close  vote, 
much  closer  than  the  one  in  question.  You  have 
ruled  they  were  legal.  The  minutes  will  disclose 
it. 

President  KELLY — I  would  like  to  be  shown , 
councilor.  I  do  not  want  to  disagree.  I  am  up 
here  to  uphold  the  rules.  The  rule  says  a  two  - 
thirds  vote  of  the  entire  membership  is  necessary 
for  suspension  of  the  rules. 

Coun.  MADDEN— Mr.  President,  isn't  this 
matter  now  before  the  Executive  Committee? 

President  KELLY — The  matter  is  before  the 
Executive  Committee.  This  was  an  entirely 
different  order  that  Councilor  Chase  introduced. 
The  Chair  properly  referred  it  to  the  Committee 
on  Rules.  Councilor  Chase  has  the  right  to  ask 
suspension  of  the  rules,  which  takes  a  vote  of  two- 
thirds  of  the  entire  membership.  If  fifteen  mem- 
bers of  the  Council  voted  along  with  Councilor 
Chase,  he  would  be  able  to  have  suspension  of  the 
rules  and  passage  of  the  order. 
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Coun.  BAYLEY— Mr.  President,  a  point  of 
parliamentary  inquiry. 

President  KELLY — The  Chair  has  recognized 
Councilor  Lineban.  Does  Councilor  Linehan 
yield? 

Coun.  LINEHAN— Mr.  President,  I  am  afraid 
I  have  to  yield  for  a  point  of  parliamentary  inquiry. 

President  KELLY — You  do  not  have  to  yield. 
Do  you  yield? 

Coun.  LINEHAN— I  will  yield  for  that. 

Coun.  BAYLEY— Mr.  President,  do  I  under- 
stand every  vote  we  have  taken  to  suspend  the 
rules  has  been  passed  by  fifteen  votes?  Is  it  not 
true  sometimes  we  have  passed  votes  when  there 
were  less  than  fifteen  people  here?  Why  were  not 
such  votes  illegal?  Can  there  ever  be  suspension 
of  the  rule  unless  there  are  fifteen  members 
present  in  the  Chamber? 

President  KELLY — If  at  any  time  I  allowed  an 
order  to  pass  with  less  than  fifteen  votes,  the  Chair 
was  not  questioned. 

Coun.  BAYLEY— Hereafter,  Mr.  President, 
there  must  be  fifteen  members  present?  Must 
those  members  say  "Aye?"  Do  you  take  it  for 
granted  they  are  voting? 

President  KELLY — That  is  the  Council's 
privilege.  When  I  make  a  decision  you  can  always 
doubt  my  decision  or  rise  on  a  point  of  order.  That 
is  what  your  rules  call  for — a  two-thirds  vote  of 
the  entire  membership,  which  is  fifteen  votes. 

Coun.  BAYLEY — Hereafter  all  votes  passed 
under  suspension  of  the  rules  require  fifteen  mem- 
bers present? 

President  KELLY— There  should  be  fifteen. 

Coun.  BAYLEY — I  am  glad  to  knpw  that.  I 
have  learned  something.  I  expect  to  take  ad- 
vantage of  it  in  the  future. 

Coun.  KINSELLA— Mr.  President. 

President  KELLY — Does  Councilor  Linehan 
yield  to  Councilor  Kinsella? 

Coun.  LINEHAN — Just  for  a  point  of  informa- 
tion, Mr.  President. 

Coun.  KINSELLA— Mr.  President,  when  there 
is  no  question  raised  by  a  member  of  the  Body  as  to 
suspension  of  the  rule,  then  it  is  not  necessary  in 
my  opinion  to  have  fifteen  members  present.  For 
instance,  today  I  asked  for  suspension  of  the  rule 
on  an  order  I  introduced.  There  was  no  question 
raised  about  putting  it  to  a  vote.  In  this  instance, 
when  it  was  put  to  a  vote,  the  rule  of  two-thirds 
of  the  entire  membership  applied  in  order  to  have 
the  motion  prevail.  But  with  less  than  fifteen 
present  it  is  a  perfunctory  and  customary  thing 
to  grant  suspension  of  the  rule.  Councilor  Bay- 
ley's  objection  need  not  be  good  under  those  con- 
ditions,— only  when  the  question  is  raised  as  to 
a  vote. 

President  KELLY— That  is  right.  In  this  par- 
ticular instance  the  Chair  properly  referred  the 
order  to  the  Committee  on  Rules.  Councilor 
Chase  asked  for  suspension  of  the  rule,  which  takes 
fifteen  votes.  When  your  order  was  introduced,  I 
passed  it  under  suspension  of  the  rule.  There  was 
not  any  objection  by  any  member  of  the  Council. 
If  there  was,  I  would  have  asked  for  a  standing 
vote. 


CAGE-TYPE  GARAGES. 
Coun.  LINEHAN  offered  the  following: 
Ordered,  That  his  Honor  the  Mayor  request 
members  of  the  Real  Estate  Board  and  the 
Chairman  of  the  Planning  Board  to  view  and 
make  a  survey  of  cage-type  garages,  in  Chicago 
and  any  other  city  which  have  cage-type  garages. 
It  is  also  requested  that  plans  for  construction  of 
cage-type  garages  in  New  York  City  be  studied  as 
to  their  applicability  to  solving  the  parking  prob- 
lem in  the  City  of  Boston  in  preference  to  flat, 
black-top  parking  lots. 

Coun.  LINEHAN— Mr.  President,  one  reason 
why  I  changed  my  vote  on  off-street  parking  today 
was  due  to  the  fact  that  during  the  week  his  Honor 
the  Mayor  disagreed  with  the  Board  of  Real 
Estate  Commissioners  in  regard  to  having  black- 
top garages  throughout  the  city.  Early  in  the 
session  when  we  discussed  the  type  of  garage  to  be 
constructed  to  alleviate  traffic  congestion,  I  re- 
marked that  in  my  opinion  having  a  lot  of  black- 


top surface  open  parking  areas  throughout  the  city 
certainly  would  not  beautify  our  city.  Also, 
there  would  be  too  many  so-called  taxable  build- 
ings torn  down  to  make  way  for  the  black- top 
parking  areas.  If  the  Mayor  follows  through  on 
his  suggestion  and  has  influence  enough  to  have 
the  Board  of  Real  Estate  Commissioners  see 
things  his  way  in  regard  to  building  these  so-called 
cage-type  garages,  I  think  it  will  be  a  step  in  the 
right  direction.  It  will  mean  only  one  site  in 
comparison  to  probably  six  sites  throughout  the 
city.  In  Chicago  they  have  a  building  around  six 
or  seven  stories  high.  I  am  told  it  might  be 
more.  I  am  told  it  houses  2,500  cars.  That 
means  for  each  floor  there  is  the  equivalent  of  one 
site  which  we  would  have  under  the  scheme  of  just 
black-top  open  parking  areas  throughout  the  city 
if  that  is  adopted.  Instead  of  six  sites,  we  could 
have  one  site.  It  would  mean  we  do  not  have  to 
tear  down  buildings  on  six  sites.  We  can  take 
down  dilap'dated  buildings  on  one  site  and  put 
up  two  cage  garages.  If  you  have  twelve  stories, 
it  means  you  have  two  sites  instead  of  one  site 
throughout  the  city.  I  still  contend  having  black- 
top surface  areas  throughout  the  city  for  parking 
will  not  beautify  the  city.  In  New  York,  under 
the  able  direction  of  the  now  Park  Commissioner 
Moses,  it  is  his  opinion  that,  instead  of  black-top 
parking  areas  in  New  York  City,  they  are  going  to 
build  up  in  the  air  like  Chicago.  They  need  to 
build  parking  areas  as  high  as  eight  stories.  In 
one  instance  it  will  cost  more  than  $3,000,000.  I 
read  that  in  one  of  our  local  papers  a  week  ago 
Sunday.  I  am  not  sure  which  paper  it  was.  It 
looked  good  to  me.  It  is  good  business.  Take 
the  parking  lot  in  back  of  our  annex.  To  my 
mind  it  is  an  eyesore.  It  does  not  beautify  City 
Hall.  It  is  a  terrible  indictment  of  our  City  Hall 
to  have  such  an  eyesore.  The  City  Hall  is  bad 
enough,  but  that  does  not  help  its  appearance  any. 
We  could  have  a  good  cage  garage  built  along  the 
lines  of  those  in  Chicago  and  New  York  and  some 
in  Washington.  If  we  have  that  type,  I  do  not 
doubt  for  a  moment  we  will  have  less  eyesores  in 
the  city.  Unless  I  hear  something  to  the  contrary, 
that  his  Honor  the  Mayor  is  going  to  back  the 
recommendation  of  the  Real  Estate  Board  for  flat 
parking  lots,  I  will  again  vote  for  off-street  parking 
two  weeks  from  now  when  it  comes  up.  I  sin- 
cerely hope  that  the  chairman  of  the  Planning 
Board  and  the  rest  of  the  commissioners  will  take 
note  and  actually  see  some  of  these  cage  garages, 
see  what  other  cities  are  doing,  instead  of  coming 
to  us  with  a  lot  of  information  like  they  did  before 
and  with  nothing  substantial.  Let  them  get  hold 
of  something  and  present  it  to  us.  Probably 
before  two  weeks  from  now  they  might  get  hold  of 
some  information  and  give  us  some  encouraging 
news  as  to  what  the  City  of  Boston  might  have  in 
the  future. 

The   question    came  on  suspension  of  the  rule, 
and  the  order  was  passed. 


REPORT  OF  COMMITTEE  ON  LICENSES. 

Coun.  FISH,  for  the  Committee  on  Licenses, 
submitted   the   following: 

Report  on  petition  of  Waldo  C.  Nardella, 
345  Washington  street,  Brighton  (referred  Novem- 
ber 18),  to  operate  bowling  alley  on  the  Lord's  Day 
- — that  same  ought  to  pass. 

The  report  was  accepted  and  said  license  granted 
under  usual  conditions. 


DEATH    OF   MOST   REVEREND    LOUIS    F. 
KELLEHER,    D.D. 

Coun.  SCANNELL  offered  the  following: 

Resolved,  That  the  City  Council  of  the  City  of 
Boston,  in  meeting  assembled,  records  its  deep 
sorrow  at  the  sudden  death  of  Most  Reverend 
Louis  F.  Kelleher,  D.  D.,  Auxiliary  Bishop  of  Bos- 
ton, whose  saintly  characteristics  stamped  him  as  a 
worthy  leader  of  the  Church,  and  whose  great  and 
kindly  deeds  in  this  life  will  not  soon  be  forgotten 
by  his  fellowmen. 

President  KELLY — Those  in  favor  of  the  reso- 
lution will  kindly  rise. 

The  resolution  was  adopted  by  a  unanimous 
rising  vote. 
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AMENDMENT   TO   COMPENSATION 
CLASSIFICATION   PLANS. 

Conn.  McCORMACK  offered  the  following: 
Ordered,  That  the  Compensation  Classification 
Plans  for  Officers  and  Employees  of  Suffolk  County, 
adopted  by  the  City  Council  April  13,  1931,  and 
approved  by  the  Mayor  on  April  15,  1931,  be,  and 
hereby  are,  amended  as  follows:  In  the  classification 
"Visitor,"  under  "Range  of  Compensation," 
strike  out  "Annual,  $1,700,  §1,800,  $1,900,  $2,000, 


$2,100,  $2,200"  and  insert  in  place  thereof  "An- 
nual, $1,900,  $2,000,  $2,100,  $2,200,  $2,300,  $2,400, 
$2,500,  $2,600." 

Referred  to  the  Committee  on  County  Accounts. 


Adjourned,  on  motion  of  Councilor  Chase,  at 
6  p.  m.,  to  meet  on  Monday,  December  9,  1946,  at 
2  p.  m. 


CITT  OF  BOSTON 


PRINTING   DEPARTMENT 


CITY    COUNCIL. 
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Proceedings  of  City  Council. 


Monday,  December  9,  1946. 

Regular  meeting  of  the  City  Council,  held  in  the 
Council  Chamber,  City  Hall,  at  2  p.  m.,  President 
KELLY  in  the  chair.     Absent,  Councilor  Chase. 

The  meeting  was  opened  with  the  salute  to  the 
Flag. 


FIREMEN   ON    DUTY   AT    THEATERS. 

The  following  was  received: 

City  of  Boston, 
Office  of  the  Mayor,  December  6,  1946. 
To  the  City  Council. 

Gentlemen, — I  transmit  herewith  communication 
from  the  Fire  Commissioner  relative  to  your  order 
of  November  18,  1946,  concerning  placing  a  fireman 
on  duty  at  theaters,  etc. 

Respectfully, 
James  M.  Curley,  Mayor. 

City  of  Boston, 
Fire  Department,  December  5,  1946. 
Hon.  James  M.  Curley, 

Mayor  of  Boston. 

Dear  Sir, — Reference  is  made  to  the  City  Council 
order  of  November  18,  1946,  which  reads  as 
follows: 

"Ordered,  That  his  Honor  the  Mayor  be  re- 
quested to  confer  with  the  Fire  Commissioner 
relative  to  the  establishment  of  the  practice  of 
placing  a  member  of  the  Boston  Fire  Department 
on  duty  in  every  theater  in  the  city  during  the 
hours  of  the  performance  at  said  theaters." 

After  consultation  with  the  Law  Department  it  is 
my  opinion  that  the  Fire  Commissioner  lacks  the 
authority  to  enforce  the  request  of  the  City 
Council. 

The  establishment  of  a  paid  fire  detail  in  theaters 
properly  comes  under  the  jurisdiction  of  the  licens- 
ing authority  over  theaters.  The  granting  of  a 
license  could  be  made  contingent  upon  the  owner 
of  the  theater  agreeing  to  maintain  a  paid  fire 
detail  from  the  Boston  Fire  Department. 

Under  present  conditions,  however,  where  we 
are  seriously  handicapped  by  lack  of  manpower,  I 
do  not  think  it  would  be  advisable  to  put  such  a 
practice  into  effect. 

Respectfully  yours, 

Russell  S.  Codman,  Jr., 

Fire  Commissioner. 

Placed  on  file. 


LAYING  OUT  OF  NEW  STREETS,  WARD  19. 
The  following  was  received : 

City  of  Boston, 
Office  of  the  Mayor,  December  6,  1946. 
To  the  City  Council. 

Gentlemen, — I   transmit   herewith    communica- 
tion  from    the    Commissioner    of    Public    Works, 
relative   to    your   order   of    November    18,    1946, 
concerning  the  laying  out  of  new  streets  in  Ward  19. 
Respectfully, 
James  M.  Curley,  Mayor. 

City  of  Boston, 
Public  Works  Department, 

December  3,  1946. 
Mr.  J.  Joseph  Connors, 

Chief  Clerk,  Mayor's  Office. 
Dear  Sir, — I  return  herewith  order  in  City 
Council  that  the  Commissioner  of  Public  Works 
lay  out  as  new  streets  the  following-named  streets 
in  Ward  19:  Pond  street,  Arborway  to  the  Brook- 
line  line;  Oakdale  street,  from  Lamartine  street  to 
Green  street;  Lamartine  street,  from  Green  street 
to  Mozart  street. 

Pond  street,  between  the  above-mentioned 
limits,  is  a  public  way  and  is  on  the  list  of  streets 
to  be  given  consideration  for  reconstruction 
during  the  year  1947. 

Lamartine  street  and  the  greater  portion  of 
Oakdale  street  are  public  ways  and  these  streets 


will  be  put  on  the  list  of  streets  to  be  given  con- 
sideration for  reconstruction  next  year. 

The  small  part  of  Oakdale  street,  which  is  the 
easterly  arm  extending  to  the  railroad  for  a  dis- 
tance of  approximately  one  hundred  and  twenty- 
five  feet,  and  the  acceptance  thereof  is  a  matter 
which  comes  within  the  jurisdiction  of  the  Board 
of  Street  Commissioners,  Room  401,  City  Hall 
Annex,  Boston. 

Very  truly  yours, 

Robert  P.  Curley, 
Commissioner  of  Public  Works. 
Placed  on  file. 


ESTABLISHMENT    OF    DEPARTMENT    OF 
VETERANS'   SERVICES. 
The  following  was  received : 

City  of  Boston, 
Office  of  the  Mayor,  December  9,  1946. 
To  the  City  Council. 

Gentlemen, — Chapter  599  of  the  Acts  of  1946 
makes  mandatory  the'  establishment  of  a  Depart- 
ment of  Veterans'  Services  in  each  city  and  town 
in  the  Commonwealth. 

In  order  to  comply  with  this  mandate  of  th& 
Legislature,  I  propose  to  create  a  Department  of 
Veterans'  Services  in  the  City  of  Boston.  The 
accompanying  ordinance  accomplishes  this 
purpose. 

In  addition  to  the  creation  of  this  new  depart- 
ment, the  ordinance  also  makes  provision  for  the 
continuance  of  the  duties  and  obligations  of  the 
Soldiers'  Relief  Department  as  a  separate  and 
distinct  division  in  the  Department  of  Veterans' 
Services.  The  employees  of  the  Soldiers'  Relief 
.Department  will  retain  all  of  their  rights  as  em- 
ployees of  the  new  department.  In  combining 
the  duties  of  the  Soldiers'  Relief  Department  with 
the  closely  related  duties  of  the  Department 
of  Veterans'  Services,  we  obviate  the  neeessityof 
adding  an  additional  department  to  the  city 
government. 

I  submit  herewith  the  proposed  ordinance  in 
question,  to  be  effective  as  of  January  1,  1947, 
and  respectfully  request  approval  of  the  ordinance 
by  your  Honorable  Body  before  the  end  of  the 
present  calendar  year. 

Respectfully, 
James  M.  Curley,  Mayor. 

City  of  Boston, 

In  the  Year  Nineteen  Hundred  and  Forty-Six. 
An    Ordinance    Establishing    the    Department    of 

Veterans  Services. 
Be  it  ordained  by  the  City  Council  of  Boston, 
as  follows: 

Section  1 .  The  department  of  veterans  services 
is  hereby  established,  under  the  charge  of  the 
director  of  veterans  services,  who  shall  be  a  veteran 
and  who  shall  be  appointed  by  the  mayor,  subject 
to  confirmation  by  the  city  council,  for  a  term  of 
four  years.  The  director  of  veterans  services 
shall  also  be  the  commissioner  of  soldiers  relief 
of  the  city  of  Boston.  The  director  shall  exercise 
the  powers  and  perform  the  duties  as^  provided 
and  set  forth  by  chapters  five  hundred  eighty-four 
and  five  hundred  ninety-nine  of  the  Acts  of  1946, 
and  other  pertinent  statutes.  Deputy  or  assistant 
directors  may  be  appointed  by  the  mayor,  subject 
to  confirmation  by  the  city  council,  and  such 
deputy  or  assistant  directors  shall  be  veterans  and 
shall  have  such  power  and  perform  such  duties  as 
the  director  may  determine. 

Sect.  2.  The  director  shall  establish  in  the 
department  a  division  of  veterans  services,  and 
such  other  divisions,  including  a  disbursement 
division,  as  he  may  deem  necessary  for  the  proper 
conduct  of  the  department. 

Sect.  3.  The  disbursement  division  shall  be 
under  the  charge  of  the  director  of  veterans  services 
acting  as  commissioner  of  soldiers  relief,  who  shall 
exercise  the  powers  and  perform  the  duties  pro- 
vided by  statute.  The  commissioner  may  ap- 
point, subject  to  the  approval  of  the  mayor, 
and  whenever  vacancies  exist  therein,  two  deputy 
commissioners  of  soldiers  relief,  who  shall  have 
such  power  and  perform  such  duties  as  the  com- 
missioner may  determine. 

Sect.  4.  The  civil  service  employees  of  the 
soldiers  relief  department  are  hereby  transferred 
and  reapnointed  to  similar  positions  with  similar 
status  in  the  department  of  veterans  services, 
without  civil  service  examination  or  registration; 
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and  shall  retain  all  rights  to  retirement  with 
pension  thai  shall  have  accrued  to  them  or  shall 
hereafter  accrue  to  thorn;  and  their  services  shall 
be  deemed  u>  have  been  continuous. 

Sect.  5.  Chapter  two  of  the  Revised  Ordi- 
nances of  1925  is  hereby  amended  in  section  one 
in  the  clause  providing  for  the  appointments  of 
officers  for  the  term  of  four  years  by  inserting 
before  the  words  "the  soldiers  relief  commissioner" 
the  words — the  director  of  veterans  services 
and  — . 

Sect.  6.  Chapter  three  of  the  Revised  Ordi- 
nances of  1925  is  hereby  amended  in  section  five 
in  the  clause  establishing  the  salaries  of  city  officers 
by  striking  out  the  words  "the  soldiers  relief 
commissioner,  five  thousand  dollars"  and  inserting 
the  words  —  the  director  of  veterans  services  and 
soldiers  relief  commissioner,  sixty-five  hundred 
dollars  —  . 

Sect.  7.  Chapter  thirty-one  of  the  Revised 
Ordinances  of  1925  and  chapter  two  of  the  Ordi- 
nances of  1946  are  hereby  repealed. 

Sect.  8.  This  ordinance  shall  take  effect 
January  1,  1947. 

Referred  to  the  Committee  on  Ordinances. 


TRANSFERS      WITHIN      AND      BETWEEN 
DEPARTMENTAL   APPROPRIATIONS. 

The  following  was  received: 

City  of  Boston, 
Office  of  the  Mayor,  December  9,  1940. 
To  the  City  Council. 

Gentlemen, — The  enclosed  requests  for  transfer 
of  appropriations,  together  with  the  accompanying 
orders,  are  forwarded  for  consideration  and  adop- 
tion by  your  Honorable  Body. 

Respectfully, 
James  M.  Curley,  Mayor. 

Ordered,  That  in  accordance  with  the  pro- 
visions of  section  3B  of  chapter  486  of  the  Acts 
of  1909,  as  amended  by  chapter  604  of  the  Acts 
of  1941,  the  City  Auditor  be,  and  hereby  is,  au- 
thorized to  transfer: 

From  the  appropriation  for  Health  Department, 
$15,000,  to  the  appropriation  for  Fire  Department, 
815,000. 

Ordered,  That  in  accordance  with  the  provisions 
of  section  3B  of  chapter  486  of  the  Acts  of  1909, 
as  amended  by  chapter  604  of  the  Acts  of  1941, 
the  City  Auditor  be,  and  hereby  is,  authorized  to 
transfer: 

From  the  appropriation  for  Health  Department, 
$30,000,  to  the  appropriation  for  Hospital  Depart- 
ment, $30,000. 

Ordered,  That  in  accordance  with  the  provisions 
of  section  3B  of  chapter  486  of  the  Acts  of  1909, 
as  amended  by  chapter  604  of  the  Acts  of  1941, 
the  City  Auditor  be,  and  hereby  is,  authorized  to 
transfer: 

From  the  appropriation  for  Municipal  Employ- 
ment Bureau,  $1,451.20,  to  the  appropriation  for 
City  Clerk,  $1,451.20. 

Ordered,  That  in  accordance  with  the  provisions 
of  section  3B  of  chapter  486  ol  the  Acts  of  1909, 
as  amended  by  chapter  604  of  the  Acts  of  1941, 
the  City  Auditor  be,  and  hereby  is,  authorized  to 
transfer: 

From  the  appropriation  for  Park  Department, 
Cemetery  Division,  $2,000,  to  the  appropriation 
for  Park  Department,  $2,000. 

Ordered,  That  in  accordance  with  the  provisions 
of  section  3B  of  chapter  486  of  the  Acts  of  1909, 
as  amended  by  chapter  604  of  the  Acts  of  1941, 
the  City  Auditor  be,  and  hereby  is,  authorized  to 
transfer: 

From  the  appropriation  for  Public  Welfare  De- 
partment, Central  Office,  $90,  to  the  appropriation 
for  Public  Welfare  Department,  Temporary  Home, 
$90. 

Ordered,  That  in  accordance  with  the  provisions 
of  section  3B  of  chapter  486  of  the  Acts  of  1909, 
as  amended  by  chapter  004  of  the  Acts  of  1941, 
the  City  Auditor  be,  and  hereby  is,  authorized  to 
transfer: 

From  the  appropriation  for  Public  Welfare  De- 
partment, Central  Office,  $700,  to  the  appropriation 
for  Public  Welfare  Department,  Wayfarers'  Lodge, 
$700. 


Ordered,  That  in  accordance  with  the  provisions 
of  section  3B  of  chapter  480  of  the  Acts  of  1909, 
as  amended  by  chapter  604  of  the  Acts  of  1941, 
the  City  Auditor  be,  and  hereby  is,  authorized  to 
transfer: 

From  the  appropriation  for  Jail,  $5,000,  Su- 
preme Judicial  Court,  $3,000,  Superior  Court, 
Civil  Session,  Clerk's  Office,  $2,000,  to  the  appro- 
priation fir  Superior  Ccurt  Civil  S'ssion  Gsr.sral 
Expenses,  $10,000. 

Ordered,  That  in  accordance  with  the  provisions 
of  section  3B  of  chapter  480  of  the  Acts  of  1909, 
as  amended  by  chapter  004  of  the  Acts  of  1941, 
the  City  Auditor  be,  and  hereby  is,  authorized  to 
transfer: 

From  the  appropriation  for  County  of  Suffolk, 
Emergency  Compensation  Allotment,  $1,500,  to 
the  appropriation  for  County  of  Suffolk,  Contin- 
gent Fund,  $1,500. 

Ordered,  That  in  accordance  with  the  provisions 
of  section  3B  of  chapter  486  of  the  Acts  of  1909, 
as  amended  by  chapter  604  of  the  Acts  of  1941, 
the  City  Auditor  be,  and  hereby  is,  authorized  to 
transfer: 

From  the  appropriation  for  County  of  Suffolk, 
Emergency  Compensation  Allotment,  $1,810,  to 
the  appropriation  for  County  of  Suffolk,  Municipal 
Court,  South  Boston  District,  $1,810. 

Referred  to  Executive  Committee. 


PETITIONS   RECEIVED. 

The  following  petitions  were  received  and  re- 
ferred to  the  committees  named,  viz.: 

Claims. 

Benjamin  Adams,  for  compensation  for  damage 
to  car  caused  by  an  alleged  defect  in  East  Boston 
Tunnel. 

William  P.  J.  Delaney,  to  be  reimbursed  as  re- 
sult of  accident  which  occurred  while  in  perform- 
ance of  duty. 

Henry  J.  Enross,  to  be  reimbursed  for  executions 
issued  against  him. 

Essex  Tool  &  Die,  Inc.,  for  compensation  for 
damage  to  car  by  city  truck. 

Edward  F.  Featherstone,  to  be  reimbursed  for 
execution  issued  against  him. 

Alfred  Frazier,  for  compensation  for  loss  of  coat 
at  City  Hospital. 

Lena  Greenberg,  for  compensation  for  injuries 
caused  by  an  alleged  defect  at  132  Seaver  street. 

William  H.  Haugh,  to  be  reimbursed  as  result  of 
accident  which  occurred  while  in  performance  of 
duty. 

Verna  Horton,  for  compensation  for  injuries 
caused  by  an  alleged  defect  in  St.  Stephen  street. 

Helen  C.  Hunt,  for  compensation  for  injuries 
caused  by  an  alleged  defect  in  Boylston  street. 

Stephen  Jankura,  for  compensation  for  loss  of 
coat  at  City  Hospital. 

Charles  H.  Lippincott,  for  compensation  for 
damage  to  car  by  city  car. 

Alice  M.  Lyon,  for  compensation  for  injuries 
caused  by  an  alleged  defect  at  Tremont  and 
Boylston  streets. 

Edwina  M.  Lytle,  for  compensation  for  injuries 
caused  by  an  alleged  defect  in  Dewey  square. 

William  B.  McKeen,  for  compensation  for  dam- 
age to  car  caused  by  an  alleged  defect  in  Sumner 
Tunnel. 

Miller-Morse  Fuel  Company,  for  compensation 
for  damage  to  truck  by  fire  apparatus. 

Adrian  Narbonne,  for  compensation  for  injuries 
caused  by  defect  in  ferry  boat. 

Ingrid  M.  Paridon,  for  compensation  for  in- 
juries caused  by  an  alleged  defect  at  45  Province 
street. 

Teresa  M.  Price,  for  compensation  for  injuries 
caused  by  an  alleged  defect  in  Poplar  street. 

Jay  Riseman,  to  be  reimbursed  as  result  of  acci- 
dent which  occurred  while  in  performance  of  duty 
as  employee  of  Hospital  Department. 

Bessie  Sherman,  for  compensation  for  injuries 
caused  by  an  alleged  defect  at  18  Hosmer  street. 

Elizabeth  Weir,  for  compensation  for  injuries 
caused  by  an  alleged  defect  in  Symphony  road. 

Robert  O.  C.  Smith,  for  compensation  for  dam- 
age to  property  at  100  Clare  avenue,  caused  by 
backing  up  of  sewage. 

Committee  on  Licenses. 
Petitions  for  driveway  openings,   viz.:   Howard 
Cosgrove,  at  122  Seaver  street,  Ward  12;  Abraham 
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Alexander,  at  127-147  St.  Stephen  street,  Ward  4; 
Alfred  F.  Paoletti,  at  2-16  Stark  street,  Ward  2. 

Petition  to  operate  bowling  alleys  on  the  Lord's 
Day:  German  Workingmen's  Association  (Arbeiter 
Hall),  Ernest  Seemuller,  22  Amory  avenue, 
Roxbury. 

Executive  Committee. 

Petition  of  Florence  M.  Sullivan  to  be  paid 
annuity  on  account  of  death  of  her  husband, 
James  J.  Sullivan,  late  member  of  Fire  Depart- 
ment. 


OPPOSITION  OF  BOSTON  ELEVATED  TO 
SUTCLIFFE  TRANSPORTATION  COM- 
PANY   PETITION. 

A  communication  was  received  from  the  Boston 
Elevated  Railway  Company  opposing  granting  of 
petition  of  Sutcliffe  Transportation  Company  for 
operation  of  limousines  and  buses  from  Copley 
square  to  airport. 

The  communication  was  declared  referred  to 
the  Committee  on  Licenses,  but  later  in  the  session 
President  KELLY  said: 

The  Chair  will  refer  the  communication  from 
the  Boston  Elevated  Railway  Company  in  refer- 
ence to  the  Sutcliffe  Transportation  Company  to 
the  Executive  Committee,  because  the  petition  of 
the  Sutcliffe  Transportation  Company  is  before 
the  Executive  Committee  at  this  time. 


PERMITS   FOR   CHILDREN. 

Petitions  for  children  under  fifteen  years  of  age 
to  appear  at  places  of  public  amusement  were 
received,  as  follows:  Footlight  Club,  Eliot  Hall, 
December  5,  6  and  7;  Tributary  Theater,  New 
England  Mutual  Hall,  December  13,  14,  21  and  28. 

Permits  granted  under  the  usual  conditions. 


MINORS'    LICENSES. 

Applications    for    licenses    were    received    from 
fifteen  newsboys  and  one  bootblack. 

Permits  granted  under  the  usual  conditions. 


RECORDING   OF   VETERANS' 
DISCHARGES. 

A  communication  was  received  from  the  Com- 
missioner of  Soldiers'  Relief  requesting  the  City 
Clerk  to  retain  custody  of  papers  and  records 
relating  to  discharge  or  release  of  veterans  until 
such  time  as  Soldiers'  Relief  Department  has 
permanent  quarters  and  reorganization  of  depart- 
ment is  completed,  with  assent  by  the  City  Clerk 
to  such  continuation. 

Placed  on  file. 


HEARING     BEFORE     STATE     BOARD     OF 
HOUSING. 

Notice  was  received  from  the  State  Board  of 
Housing  of  public  hearing  to  be  held  in  the  Council. 
Chamber  on  Friday,  December  13,  at  2  p.  m.,  to 
determine  if  housing  shortage  for  veterans  exists 
which  would  warrant  relief  by  the  City  of  Boston. 

Placed  on  file. 


REPORT    OF    FINANCE    COMMISSION    ON 
FORTY-EIGHT     HOUR     WEEK,      FIRE 
DEPARTMENT. 
The  following  was  received: 

City  of  Boston, 
Finance  Commission,  December  5,  1946. 
To  the  Honorable  the  Mayor  and  City  Council. 

Gentlemen, —  There  are  times  in  the  life  of 
every  municipal  department  when  its  traditional 
method   of   operation  must  be  closely   examined. 


In  the  ease  of  the  Boston  Fire  Department,  in 
view  of  the  radical  change  from  an  84-hour  work- 
week to  a  48-hour  week,  which  was  authorized  at 
the  recent  State  election,  that  time  is  at  hand. 
Before  February  4,  1947,  the  correct  basic  pattern 
of  the  fire  force  must  be  set,  for  after  that  date  a 
new  pattern  on  which  the  future  of  the  department 
will  be  built,  will  have  been  established,  and  any 
future  basic  revision  will  be  virtually  impossible. 
While  superficially  it  would  appear  that  to  give 
adequate  fire  protection  with  a  48-hour  week  for 
the  fire-fighters  there  is  no  alternative  but  to 
increase  the  manpower  by  more  than  50  per  cent, 
nevertheless,  a  survey  of  the  question  yields  an 
alternative  which  is  here  presented. 

This  communication  therefore  is,  in  effect,  a 
budget  study  to  discover  the  most  economical 
pattern  of  fire  company  distribution  and  manning. 
It  seeks  to  present  a  pattern  which  is  consonant 
with  public  safety  standards  and  its  conclusions 
appear  to  conform  reasonably  well  with  the 
standards  of  the  Grading  Schedule  of  the  National 
Board  of  Fire  Underwriters,  the  organization 
which  establishes  fire  insurance  classifications. 

After  a  study  of  the  question  and  consultation 
with  technicians  in  the  field,  the  Finance  Com- 
mission believes  that  the  change-over  in  the  work 
schedule  of  the  Fire  Department  from  its  present 
schedule  to  a  48-hour  week  by  February  4,  1947, 
will  require  a  net  increase  of  approximately 
$840,000  over  the  current  salary  appropriation 
for  the  fire  force.  This  will  entail  the  appoint- 
ment of  405  new  privates  and  various  promotions 
between  ranks. 

This  is  in  contrast  with  your  original  estimate 
which  appeared  in  the  press  on  November  8,  of 
approximately  $1,300,000,  as  estimated  by  the 
department. 

Naturally,  such  difference  in  estimate  is  founded 
on  different  premises.  The  estimate  of  the 
Finance  Commission  is  conditioned  on  the  adoption 
of  certain  changes  in  the  present  organization  of 
the  department.  The  Commission  bases  i  its 
recommendations  on  a  close  study  of  the  applica- 
tion of  the  Underwriters'  Grading  Schedule  to 
Boston,  on  the  experience  of  other  cities,  and  on 
the  technical  advice  of  the  National  Fire  Pro- 
tection Association,  with  headquarters  in  Boston, 
and  other  qualified  observers. 

In  this  connection,  it  is  important  to  realize 
that  the  latter  advisory  source  is  interested  pri- 
marily in  adequate  protection,  not  in  economy 
for  its  own  sake;  its  chief  concern  is  "to  promote 
the  science  and  improve  the  method  of  fire  pro- 
tection and  prevention."  Hence,  there  is  no 
compromise  with  essentials  in  this  plan;  the  plan 
has  been  scrutinized  with  good  protection  as  the 
prime  objective. 

Essentially,  the  proposal  herein  submitted  is  a 
break  with  the  traditional  pattern  of  company 
distribution.  This  pattern  substantially  goes 
back  to  the  post  conflagration  periods  following 
the  Boston  fire  of  1872  and  the  Thanksgiving 
Day  fire  of  1889.  The  proposal  represents  an 
approach  to  the  problem  which  reflects  modern 
thinking  and  methods  as  approved  by  fire  en- 
gineers, and  is  employed  in  various  cities,  and  is 
designed  to  meet  the  modern  situation  in  Boston. 

If  the  traditional  pattern  of  company  distribu- 
tion were  to  be  continued,  the  change-over  would 
mean  simply  increasing  the  manpower  by  over 
50  per  cent  with  a  net  increase  of  over  700  men, 
without  improving  the  protection.  To  do  this, 
however,  would  be  to  continue  a  plan  of  distribu- 
tion which  failed  to  acknowledge  various  econ- 
omies which  are  sound  in  principle  and  accepted 
in  practice. 

In  contrast,  the  proposal  contains  nothing  new 
or  untried,  except  as  it  applies  to  Boston.  It  is 
based  on  the  widely  acknowledged  fact  that 
Boston  has  a  disproportionately  large  factor  of 
company  units  and  manpower  as  compared  with 
other  metropolitan  centers.  The  Commission 
has  been  fortified  in  its  conclusions  by  opinions 
expressed  by  the  secretary-treasurer  of  the  In- 
ternational Association  of  Fire  Fighters  with 
whom  a  representative  of  the  Finance  Commission 
has  conferred.  This  expert  opinion  is  valuable 
because  of  the  wide  experience  on  which  it  is 
based  and  the  opportunity  for  observation  of 
comparative  fire  department  operations  in  various 
cities;  also  because  the  expert  referred  to  is  actively 
engaged  in  advising  in  the  modernization  of  fire 
departments. 
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CITY     COUNCIL. 


Two  of  the  principal  features  of  this  proposal 
are  that:  (1)  it  fits  into  Boston's  tight  fiscal 
picture  more  easily  than  the  original  estimates 
as  announced  in  the  press  which  would  entail  an 
increase  of  over  750  men  to  meet  the  change-over 
to  the  48-hour  week  and  (2)  it  lessens  the  training 
problem  as  well. 

It  is  obvious  that  the  sudden  absorption  of  many 
hundreds  of  men  into  the  fire  force  at  one  time 
creates  a  serious  problem.  A  large  group  of 
untrained  men  in  this  dangerous  and  intricate  work 
is  a  menace  to  the  men  themselves  and  to  all 
concerned.  It.  is  only  after  a  period  of  training 
that  such  men  become  valuable  assets;  in  the 
beginning,  they  are  somewhat  of  a  liability.  It  is 
conceded  by  those  who  have  made  fire-fighting  a 
life  study  that  it  takes  three  years  to  produce  a 
really  well-trained  fireman. 

It  is  important,  therefore,  that  this  sudden 
change  required  by  the  new  law  initially  involve 
as  few  men  as  possible.  In  fact,  this  matter  is  so 
important  that  the  proposal  here  submitted  pro- 
vides a  major  training  program  and  contemplates 
a  staff  to  carry  it  out.  This  training  includes  the 
fields  of  apparatus  and  pump  operation,  ladder 
work,  and  advanced  schooling. 

Another  consideration  relates  to  apparatus  and 
equipment,  the  condition  of  which  has  often  been 
termed  by  the  Finance  Commission  and  is  now 
termed  by  the  Fire  Commissioner,. in  large  part, 
antiquated  and  unreliable.  Moreover,  it  is  much 
easier  to  have  sufficient  good  equipment  when  the 
number  of  companies  is  right,  but  when  the 
number  becomes  overextended  this  problem 
becomes  increasingly  difficult  and  results  in 
extended  use  of  old  equipment.  The  Finance 
Commission  proposal  which  follows  will  provide 
an  opportunity  to  retire  some  of  the  old  equipment 
and  will  make  it  possible  to  use  the  best  equipment 
where  it  can  do  the  most  good. 

It  is  likely  that  in  the  months  and  years  ahead, 
some  expansion  will  be  necessary  as  the  community 
changes  and  fire  equipment  of  new  types  is 
developed.  It  should  be  emphasized,  however, 
that  these  figures  include  a  10  per  cent  added 
margin  for  vacations  and  contingencies  which  will 
guarantee  the  manpower  needed,  so  that  there 
need  be  no  lack  of  men  and  at  times  there  should 
be  an  actual  surplus.  There  should  result  a 
margin  of  manpower  which  the  deputy  chief  in 
charge  of  personnel  (provided  in  this  plan)  can 
assign  where  the  need  is  greatest;  e.g.,  in  the 
outlying  districts  in  brush-fire  weather  and  in 
town    during   the   heating   season. 

Finance  Commission  Proposal. 
Functions  of  Company  Units. 
In  presenting  its  plan  the  Finance  Commission 
believes  it  may  be  well'  to  briefly  outline  the 
function  of  the  basic  types  of  units:  the  engine 
company,  the  ladder  company,  the  rescue  company, 
the  fireboat.  The  function  of  the  engine  company 
is  to  use  hose  streams  of  various  sizes  as  required 
from  small  sizes  to  turret  nozzles  combining 
several  lines  of  hose.  The  ladder  company 
rescues  occupants,  ventilates  the  building,  removes 
heat  and  smoke,  and  provides  ladder  service  and 
entry  for  engine  companies.  The  rescue  company 
is  substantially  an  auxiliary  unit  carrying  addi- 
tional tools  and  appliances.  In  general,  it  assists 
engine  companies  in  reaching  deep-seated  and 
smoky  fires  and  assists  ladder  companies  in 
rescue  and  ventilating  operations.  Fireboats  are 
marine  engine  companies  which  respond  to  water- 
front fires.  However,  because  of  their  slow  nature 
they  perform  very  little  fire  service  at  fires  which 
can  be  attacked  from  the  land.  On  the  other  hand, 
on  marine  fires  it  is  the  practice  to  detail  crews 
of  land  companies  to  respond  with  the  boat. 

Applying  Reductions. 
1.     All  double  companies  should  be  eliminated 
as  was  done  in  New  York  with  the  advent  of  the 
3-platoon  system. 

This  refers  to  engine  companies  which  are 
housed  with  other  engine  companies  and  ladder 
companies  which  are  housed  with  other  ladder 
companies.  In  Boston,  this  would  affect 
Engine  ti  (Bowdoin  square),  Engine  35  (Broad- 
way), Engine  39  (Congress  street),  Ladder  24 
(Bowdoin  square).  This  still  leaves  a  concen- 
tration of  fire  companies  within  a  radius  of  three 
mi/ey   :>'   toe  high   value  district  which  is  more 


than  50  per  cent  in  excess  of  the  usual   grading 
schedule  recommendation. 

_  2.  Eliminate  other  companies  where  the 
distance  factor  and  available  response  are  such 
that  this  can  be  done  and  still  have  protection 
equal  to  that  of  neighboring  cities  with  similar 
areas. 

This  would  affect  Engine  32  (Charlestown), 
Engine  34  (Brighton),  and  Engine  40  (East 
Boston).  A  study  of  work  done  by  each  com- 
pany may  suggest  the  elimination  of  different 
neighboring  companies.  It  may  be  noted  that 
East  Boston,  Charlestown  and  Brighton  have 
four  stations  each,  whereas  West  Roxbury  and 
Hyde  Park  have  two  stations  covering  larger 
areas.  In  any  part  of  the  city  simultaneous 
fires  will  require  moving  in  more  companies  from 
other  sections.  In  addition  to  its  own  powerful 
fire  company  distribution,  Boston  is  fortunate 
in  having  many  excellent  departments  in 
close  radius  in  contiguous  cities.  The  applica- 
tion of  a  mutual  aid  system  in  these  instances  is 
completely  outlined  in  the  survey  report  of  1929. 
Boston  sends  two  ladder  companies  on  first 
alarms  throughout  the  city.  Underwriter  re- 
quirements call  for  one  except  in  high  value 
districts.  It  is  not  proposed  to  cut  the  response 
of  ladder  companies,  because  of  the  life  hazard; 
and  strong  ladder  service  provides  the  necessary 
protection  in  this  matter.  However,  by  cutting 
out  one  engine  company,  this  will  still  equal  the 
requirement  for  total  company  and  manpower 
response. 

3.  Cutting  out  one  engine  on  all  4-engine  boxes 
on  the  first  alarm. 

The  last  due  engine  seldom  works  on  the  first 
alarm.  Where  a  rescue  squad  responds,  a 
fourth  engine  is  not  required  by  the  Grading 
Schedule.  But  one  does  respond,  making  an 
excess  of  response.  This  helps  to  compensate 
for  the  elimination  of  double  downtown  com- 
panies where  private  fire  protection  is  strongest, 
distances  shortest  and  where  direct  streams  are 
available  from  high  pressure  fire  service.  Thus, 
three  of  the  new  well-manned  companies  instead 
of  four  poorly-manned  companies  will  respond. 

The  Grading  Schedule  normally  requires 
approximately  16  engine  companies  within 
three  miles  of  the  high  value  district.  Even 
after  the  proposed  reductions  are  made,  Boston 
will  have  26  engines  and  rescue  companies 
within  that  radius,  not  to  mention  18  ladders 
and  2  fireboat  companies. 

Daytime  response  in  high  pressure  dis- 
tricts would  require  (according  to  Schedule) 
a  minimum  of  2  hose  wagons,  1  pumper,  2 
ladder  trucks  (5  pieces  in  all) ;  Boston  sends 
4  hose  trucks,  4  pumpers,  2  ladder  trucks, 
1  rescue,  1  tower,  1  salvage  by  the  Protective 
Department,  1  fireboat  if  near  water,  2  chiefs 
(14  major  pieces).  It  is  proposed  to  cut  only 
one  engine  and  one  hose  truck,  making  a  re- 
sponse of  12  pieces  (still  240  per  cent  of  day- 
time requirements  in  the  high  pressure  district). 

4.  Establishing  pumper-ladder  companies  by 
combining  pumper  and  ladder  into  one  company 
in  outlying  districts  manned  by  one  officer  and 
6  men  per  shift. 

To  provide  one  officer  and  6  men  per  shift, 
4  officers  and  23  men  per  company  will  be 
needed.  In  this  case,  an  officer  means  a  lieu- 
tenant or  captain.  Such  a  combined  company 
will  run  with  3  men  and  an  officer  on  the  pumper 
and  3  men  on  the  ladder.  A  booster  or  chemical 
line  on  the  ladder  can  be  used  to  supplement 
the  pumpers.  Such  combining  is  permitted 
by  the  National  Board  of  Fire  Underwriters. 
The  following  combinations  will  result: 


Engine 
Engine 
Engine 
Engine 
Engine 
Engine 
Engine 
Engine 
Engine 
Engine 
Engine 
Engine 
Engine 
Engine 


2  and 
11  and 

29  and 

30  and 
19  and 
36  and 
46  and 
52  and 
45  and 

48  and 

49  and 
17  and 
28  and 
54  and 


Ladder  19, 
Ladder  9, 
Ladder  11, 
Ladder  25, 
Ladder  6, 
Ladder  22, 
Ladder  27, 
Ladder  29, 
Ladder  30, 
Ladder  28, 
Ladder  32, 
Ladder  7, 
Ladder  10, 
Ladder  33, 


Soutli  Boston. 

East  Boston. 

Brighton. 

West  Roxbury. 

Mattapan. 

Charlestown. 

Dorchester. 

Dorchester. 

Roslindale. 

Hyde  Park. 

Readville. 

Dorchester. 

Jamaica  Plain. 

Long  Island. 
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Outlying  pumper  and  ladder  companies  at 
present  having  low  manning  would  be  combined 
into  strengthened  units  with  one  officer  and  6 
men  on  duty  as  a  mimimum.  Some  of  these 
companies  would  have  ah  additional  man  on 
duty  beyond  this  minimum. 

5.  Reduce  the  number  of  rescue  companies 
from  3  to  2  and  use  the  same  manpower  as  at 
present. 

The  Grading  Schedule  calls  for  only  one 
officer  and  4  men  on  such  a  company.  Many 
cities  of  larger  areas  have  proportionately  fewer 
rescue  companies.  Washington  has  2  for  its 
70  square  miles;  New  York  not  more  than  4 
for  its  large  area.  Ladder  companies  of  which 
Boston  has  the  highest  ratio  of  any  large  city 
carry  rescue  equipment.  It  is  proposed  to 
consolidate  the  present  trained  rescue  men  into 
2  companies,  one  in  the  high  value  district  and 
one  in  the  residential.  This  move  does  not 
reduce  the  rescue  factor;  the  same  number  of 
ladder  companies  will  respond  as  at  present. 
Present  rescue  companies,  moreover,  are  radio- 
equipped  and  controlled. 

G.  Deputy  Chiefs — There  should  be  7,  an  in- 
crease of  2.  Three  should  do  administrative  work 
(fire  prevention,  personnel  and  training),  3  on 
fire-fighting  and  one  on  relief. 

Training  and  personnel  will  be  extremely 
important  functions  under  the  new  change-over. 
Training  both  the  new  and  present  men  will  be 
an  enormous  task;  keeping  company  manning 
up  to  par  will  be  a  day-to-day  problem  of  the 
deputy  in  charge  of  personnel. 

7.  District  Chiefs — Eliminating  excess  com- 
panies (as  recommended  in  Nos.  1,  2,  3,  4  and  5) 
reduces  the  number  of  companies  per  district. 
This  will  permit  a  reduction  in  the  number  of  dis- 
tricts from  15  to  13,  and  would  still  give  Boston 
many  more  than  any  city  for  its  area  and  number 
of  stations. 


Washington  has  7  districts  for  its  70  square 
miles;  Quincy  operates  as  one  district  with  13 
companies.  While  this  proposal  would  not  be 
advanced  under  the  long  hours  of  the  2-platoon 
system,  the  48-hour  week  presents  a  different 
picture.  An  example  of  redistricting  might  be 
Hyde  Park  and  West  Roxbury  as  one  district. 
Moreover,  for  every  district  eliminated,  there 
would  be  a  saving  of  over  823,000  in  salaries 
alone,  between  district  chiefs  and  aides.  Enough 
district  chiefs  should  be  provided  for  a  normal 
schedule  with  captains  to  act  on  vacations  and 
sick  leave. 

8.  Drill — The  four  drill  towers  should  all  be 
activated  with  one  captain  and  an  assistant  for 
each  drill  school,  all  under  a  captain  as  chief 
instructor,  and  the  entire  program  under  a  deputy 
in  charge  of  the  training  division. 

In  selecting  such  assistants  advantage  should 
be  taken  of  those  men  who  have  been  trained 
in  modern  methods  in  Army  and  Navy.  The 
program  should  include  the  following  phases: 
probationary  firemen's  school,  company  drill 
school,  pump  operator's  school  (will  need  many 
new  operators),  leadership  school  for  new  officers, 
fire  college  for  advanced  training  of  officers,  fire 
prevention  school  for  all  members  and  new 
inspectors.  The  initial  effort  would  be  cen- 
tered on  pump  operation  and  drill  school  for 
probationary  firemen  plus  leadership  for  new 
officers. 
9.     Boats — Fix  number  of  boats  at  two. 

This  still  leaves  a  pumping  capacity  which 
meets  Underwriters'  pumping  requirements  with 
a  third  boat  in  reserve  for  the  overhaul  period. 

Comparison  of  Present  and  Needed  Strength. 
The  following  is  a   comparative  table  showing 
present  strength  (as  of  October  29,  1946)  and  esti- 
mated   personnel   needs,    if    Finance    Commission 
plan  is  adopted,  at  each  level: 


Rank. 

Present 
Strength. 

Gross  Needed  Strength. 

Net  Need. 

Deputy  Chiefs 

5 

7 
Distribution: 
1  —  Personnel 
1  —  Training 
1  —  Fire  Prevention 
3  —  Fires 
1  —  Relief 

2 

31 

46 
13  Districts  at  3.5  * 

15 

89 

67 
Plus  5  =  72 
67  Companies  and  5  on  training 

of 
17 

117 

191 
67  Companies  x  2.5  (Captains  on 
other  shift)  +  17  (10%  for  vaca- 
tion and  absences)  +  7  reserve 

74 

•   1,063 

1,341 
(1,219  H-  10%) 

278 

(46  District  Chiefs) 
5  Deputy  Chiefs 
2  Chiefs 

53 

Boats 

6 
6 
6 

8 
8 
8 

2 

2 

2 

*  Since  each  man  will  work  48  hours  per  week  and  there  are  168  hours  in  the  week  of  a  fire  department, 
which  is  perpetually  on  duty,  the  latter  figure  divided  by  the  former  figure  gives  the  number  of  men  neces- 
sary for  each  job  assignment.     This  factor  turns  out  to  be  3.5. 
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The  next  step  is  to  find  out  how  in:my  necessary 
issignments  there  are  in  the  fire  force,  multiply 
that  factor,  aiiil  a  generous  allowance  of  10  per  cent 
for  vacation,  sick  Leave,  and  other  contingencies, 
and  the  result  will  be  the  number  of  men  needed 
to  man  the  fire  force  on  the  new  basis  of  48  hours 
per  week.  By  then  subtracting  the  number  of 
men  at  present  available,  the  net  increase  needed 
will  result.  Translating  that  figure  into  terms  of 
salary  will  provide  the  appropriation  figure 
necessary. 

Added  Personnel  Costs  After  Promotions. 
While  the  preceding  table  shows  the  number  of 
men  needed  before  promotions  are  made,  the  net 
increase  in  cost  over  the  present  budget  at  the 
present  salary  rates  must  be  determined  in  terms 
of  men  promoted  between  rank,  the  increase  in 
salary  which  these  represent,  the  men  needed  to 
rill  the  places  left  by  these  men  who  are  promoted, 
and  the  final  number  of  new  recruits  necessary  at 
the  lowest  level.     It  works  out  as  follows: 

Deputy  Chiefs — Two  men  promoted  from  the 
rank  of  district  chief,  i.e.,  from  $4,200  to  $4,700  = 
2x  5500  =  SI, 000. 

District  Chiefs — The  promotion  of  the  2  district 
chiefs  to  deputy  chief  will  reduce  the  present  num- 
ber of  district  chiefs  from  31  to  29.  The  previous 
table  shows  that  46  will  be  necessary'  This  means 
a  net  need  of  17,  promoted  from  the  rank  of  captain 


at  $3,100  to  the  rank  of  district  chief  at  $4,200  = 
17  x  $1,100  =  $18,700. 

Captains — The  promotion  of  17  captains  to 
district  chief  will  reduce  present  force  of  89  to  72. 
However,  only  67  captains  are  necessary,  accord- 
ing to  previous  table,  so  that  a  temporary  surplus 
of  5  would  exist.  These  5  would  be  assigned  to 
the  training  divisions  set  up.  At  least  no  new 
captains  would  be  necessary  for  the  present. 

Lieutenants — The  table  shows  that  191  lieuten- 
ants *  are  needed  and  that  the  present  force  is  117, 
leaving  a  net  need  of  74  at  $2,900,  to  be  appointed 
from  firemen  now  receiving  not  more  than  $2,500  = 
74  x  $400  =  $29,000. 

Firemen — The  table  shows  that  1,341  firemen 
are  needed  and  that  there  are  now  1,063.  This 
leaves  a  net  need  of  278.  In  addition,  the  74  men 
promoted  to  lieutenant  must  be  replaced.  Also, 
53  drivers  must  be  provided  for  the  various  chiefs 
and  deputies.  This  brings  a  total  of  405  new  men 
needed.  But  we  have  replaced  the  74  promoted 
men  who  were  receiving  $2,500  with  74  men  at 
$2,000.  This  means  a  deduction  of  $37,000.  So 
the  additions  to  the  rank  of  firemen  may  be  ex- 
pressed as  follows:  (1,341—1063  +  74+53)  x  $2,000 
minus  74  x  $500  =  $810,000— $37,000  =  $773,000. 

Boats — 4  stationary  engineers  at  $2,600  and  2 
masters  at  $2,700  =  $15,800. 

*  The  number  of  lieutenants  contains  a  surplus 
of  7  which  may  be  used  in  various  assignments. 
Thus,  the  final  minimum  figure  of  net  need  may 
well  be  67  lieutenants  and  398  privates. 


Summary. 


Deputy  Chiefs .... 
District  Chiefs.  .  .  . 

Captains 

Lieutenants 

Firemen  (privates) . 
Boats 


2  x  $500  (salary  increase  to  each) 

17  x  $1,100  (salary  increase  to  each) 

None 

74  x  $400  (salary  increase  to  each) 

405  x  $2,000  =  $810,000  (-$37,000)  = 

(4  new  engineers  at  $26,000  —  2  masters  at 
$2,700) 


$1,000 
18,700 

29,600 
773,000 

15,800 


Net  Increase  Over  Present  Budget . 


$838,100 


Thus  the  city  should  add  approximately  405  new 
firemen  at  the  lowest  level,  promote  74  present 
firemen  to  lieutenants,  promote  17  captains  to  the 
rank  of  district  chief,  and  promote  2  district  chiefs 
to  the  rank  of  deputy  chief.  For  the  time  being, 
there  would  be  no  vacancies  at  the  level  of  captain. 

The  Finance  Commission's  estimate  of  the 
amount  needed,  as  stated  hereinbefore,  is  an  out- 
side figure  for  budgetary  purposes.  The  current 
interval  before  February  4,  1947,  when  the  change- 
over takes  place,  should  be  used  to  permit  a  further 
study  of  company  distribution  and  manning.  A 
schedule  of  assignment  of  each  officer  and  man  to 
specific  tasks  should  be  started  at  once,  perhaps  by 
a  committee  of  chief  officers  to  carry  out  the  intent 
of  this  reorganization.  The  services  of  the 
National  Fire  Protection  Association  might  well 
be  used  in  this  study. 

Premises  Underlying  Reorganization. 

Basically,  there  will  be  a  reduction  of  approxi- 
mately 10  per  cent  in  the  number  of  company  units 
to  provide  effective  manning  for  remaining  com- 
panies at  all  times. 

The  response  of  ladder  companies  is  not  cut 
because  it  is  recognized  that  the  old  Boston  build- 
ings present  life  hazards;  the  reduction  is  chiefly 
in  engine  companies  because  the  department  has 
a  heavy  concentration.  Rescue  companies  are 
reduced  by  one  because  with  a  dearth  of  experi- 
enced men  it  is  better  to  concentrate  on  two 
companies. 

The  combined  companies  (pumper-ladder) 
suggested  in  this  report  are  based  on  the  practice 
followed  in  large  cities  where,  in  outlying  areas, 
strong  combined  ladder-pumper  companies  are 
provided  rather  than  weak  separate  ladder  and 
pumper  companies  in  the  same  station.  It  is 
contended  that  such  an  arrangement  gives  the 
officer  in  charge  greater  flexibility  in  operation 
and  use  of  manpower. 


In  the  matter  of  elimination  of  double  com- 
panies, a  point  emphasized  in  this  report,  it  may 
be  pointed  out  that  no  credit  in  the  Grading 
Schedule  for  double  companies  is  given  for  two 
companies  in  the  same  station,  and  that  there  is  no 
Grading  Schedule  requirement  calling  for  double 
companies  in  the  same  station.  It  should  also  be 
pointed  out  that  Boston's  fire  stations'  distribution 
is  still  the  highest  in  the  country;  in  general,  double 
companies  go  back  to  the  horse-drawn  days  when 
it  was  customary  to  house  a  light  horse-drawn 
steamer  and  a  heavy  self-propelled  steamer,  each 
with  a  separate  hose  tender. 

Other  Possibilities. 
There  are  avenues  of  reduction  most  of  which 
have  been  recommended  by  the  Finance  Com- 
mission in  previous  reports  which  have  as  yet 
been  unexplored  by  the  Fire  Department.  They 
include: 

1.  Mutual  aid  between  Boston  and  con- 
tiguous municipalities  as  outlined  in  the  1929 
Mayor's  survey  report. 

2.  Utilization  of  off-shift  response  to  an 
extent  equal  to  New  York,  Baltimore  and  other 
cities.  This  would  provide  for  manning  re- 
serve equipment  which  would  be  equipment 
retired  under  this  plan. 

3.  Revise  and  improve  running  card. 

4.  Better  station  location,  particularly  with 
reference  to  locations  near  the  city  line  and  on 
"bottle-neck"  traffic  lanes  which  hinder  the 
movement  of  companies. 

5.  Reduced  daylight  response,  as  in  New 
York.  Response  is  now  280  per  cent  above 
requirements  in  the  high-pressure  areas. 

6.  Boston  has  2  fire  trucks  to  every  engine 
company,     Most  cities  have  one. 
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7.  The  lessened  need  of  pumpers  in  high- 
pressure  areas,  some  of  which  can  be  left  in 
quarters  for  off-duty   men  on   multiple   alarms. 

8.  (Probably  most  important  of  all.)  Adop- 
tion of  modern  leader  line  methods  with  1^-inch 
hose  as  in  virtually  all  other  cities. 

The  last-mentioned  change  would  permit  each 
company  to  man  two  effective  streams  through 
modern  fog-straight  stream  nozzles  of  a  type  not 
now  employed,  in  place  of  the  cumbersome  2i-ineh 
hose  now  in  service. 

In  contrast,  at  the  present  time  Boston  uses 
the  1^-inch  line  merely  as  a  clean-up  line  after  a 
fire  is  controlled. 

Moreover,  modern  nozzles  developed  during  the 
war  and  used  by  other  departments  throughout 
the  nation  are  largely  ignored  in  Boston. 

The  old  method  requires  an  entire  company  for  a 
single  stream  and  is  slow  and  difficult  to  operate 
inside  of  residential  properties.  Furthermore, 
many  large  cities  do  not  permit  use  of  25-inch 
hose  inside  of  buildings  when  fire  is  of  size  which 
permits  men  to  work  inside.  One  or  two  men  can 
easily  handle  the  proposed  1 5-inch  lines. 

In  residential  and  small  mercantile  properties 
the  change  to  a  lj-inch  leader  line  would  permit 
two  engine  companies  to  place  at  least  four  excel- 
lent streams  in  service,  with  minimum  man- 
power. In  the  opinion  of  technical  experts,  after 
a  few  months'  use  of  this  method,  the  department 
would  never  wish  to  go  back  to  its  ancient  practice. 
The  National  Fire  Protection  Association  has 
helped  other  large  departments  make  this  change 
and  could  be  used  by  the  Boston  Fire  Department 
to  advise  in  operating  procedures. 

In  conclusion,  it  should  be  emphasized  that  the 
figures  in  the  proposal  are  advanced  as  a  safe 
operating  minimum.  It  is  readily  appreciated 
that  the  city  can  increase  that  volume,  depending 
on  how  much  it  wishes  to  spend.  The  figures 
indicate  what  the  city  can  get  for  a  given  ex- 
penditure of  money.  It  should  also  be  pointed 
out  that  they  represent  actual  men  riding  on  the 
apparatus.  In  the  past,  it  has  often  been  true 
that  actual  company  strength  has  been  far  below 
"paper  strength,"  through  absenteeism  of  various 
kinds.  The  addition  of  10  per  cent  to  the  figure 
of  needed  manpower  should  more  than  provide  for 
legitimate  absenteeism. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

Edwakd  F.  Mullen,  Chairman, 
Alexander  Wheeler, 
Leo  J.  Dunn, 
Frederick  Deane, 

The  Finance  Commission. 
Robert  E.  Cunniff, 

Secretary. 


COMPENSATION   OF  PROBATION 
OFFICERS,   MUNICIPAL   COURT. 

A  communication  was  received  from  Chief 
Justice  Keniston,  Municipal  Court,  of  schedule  of 
compensation  of  probation  officers,  effective 
January  1,  1947. 

Placed  on  file. 


RETENTION  OF  ENGINE  40,  EAST  BOSTON. 

Coun.  COFFEY  offered  the  following: 
Ordered,   That   the   Fire   Commissioner   of   the 
City  of  Boston  be  requested,  through  his  Honor 
the  Mayor,  to  keep  Engine  40,  East  Boston,  open 
for  the  safety  of  the  residents  of  that  section. 

Coun.  COFFEY— Mr.  President,  on  the  report 
I  read  from  the  Finance  Commission,  may  I  say 
at  the  outset  that  the  Finance  Commission's 
secretary  is  the  only  person  on  the  pay  roll  other 
than  the  chairman  of  the  Finance  Commission. 
The  other  four,  of  course,  serve  for  nothing,  as  we 
know.  As  I  have  said  here  repeatedly,  I  always 
suspect  people  who  work  for  nothing.  When 
Bill  Mullins  wrote  the  column  in  the  paper  today, 
he  referred  to  Councilor  Scannell  and  myself  as 
two  members  of  the  Council  who  were  opposed  to 
a  man  named  Fairbanks,  a  blueblood,  I  suppose. 
He  did  not  have  anything  to  do  with  the  story  in 
the  Boston  Herald,  He  wanted  a  license  to  run 
boats  from  the  South  Station  to  the  East  Boston 
airport.  Because  we  objected,  we  were  out  of 
order.  He  mentioned  the  fact  that  all  we  do  for 
a  living  is  become  councilmen.  Well,  it  takes  a  lot 
of  work  to  become  a  good  councilor.  I  think  most 
of  you  will  agree  with  me.     That  is  all  I  do  for  a 


living.  Mr.  Mullins  can  print  that.  I  make  a 
buck  here  and  there.  I  can  prove  he  has  made  a 
buck  through  the  Council  here  and  there,  too. 
Mr.  Mullins  can  print  that.  He  has  talked  to  me 
more  than  once  on  the  telephone  on  things  that 
come  into  the  Boston  City  Council,  things  he 
would  like  to  get  through  for  his  friends.  Stick 
that  in  your  newspaper,  Mr.  Mullins.  Stick  in 
that  I  said,  "To  hell  with  your  newspaper."  I 
have  been  saying  it  for  years,  and  I  have  been 
coming  back  to  office.  When  I  decide  to  run  for 
another  term,  I  will  be  back  regardless  of  what 
you  put  in  your  paper,  Mr.  Mullins.  You  can 
go  too  far  in  bringing  out  a  statement.  Mr.  Mul- 
ins  has  a  man  as  a  manager  for  the  City  of  Boston 
under  the  new  setup,  a  Mr.  Henry  Parkman,  Jr. 
That  would  be  a  hell  of  a  note,  to  have  a  blueblood. 
There  would  not  be  a  name  like  Sullivan  or  Pelle- 
grini or  something  else.  Getting  back  to  the  so- 
called  honorable  Finance  Commission,  as  I  said, 
the  chairman  gets  a  salary  and  publicity.  I  know 
the  secretary,  a  former  newspaper  man,  gets  a 
salary.  The  other  four  work  for  nothing.  I  have 
noticed  they  always  send  their  report  out  to  the 
newspapers.  The  press  always  gets  it  first. 
When  we  come  in  on  Monday  we  find  a  statement 
that  the  Finance  Commission  made  on  our  desks. 
We  always  get  our  news  from  the  press.  And  yet 
the  report  is  always  addressed  to  the  Honorable 
Mayor  and  City  Council.  The  first  we  know 
about  it  is  when  we  read  it  in  the  newspapers. 
They  think  they  can  save  money  for  the  taxpayers 
of  the  City  of  Boston.  They  are  telling  us  about 
the  big  tax  rate  we  are  going  to  have  next  year, 
which  we  expect.  We  can  thank  Mr.  Mullins' 
Republican  Legislature  for  giving  the  City  of 
Boston  this.  As  I  said  on  the  floor  the  first  of  the 
year,  a  bill  comes  down  approved  by  the  members 
of  the  Legislature  to  give  $8,500,000  for  a  rapid 
transit  service  for  the  people  of  East  Boston.  I 
knew  nothing  about  it.  The  members  of  the 
Legislature  knew  about  it.  The  members  of  the 
Legislature  are  just  going  to  make  a  recommenda- 
tion now  for  another  $20,000,000  to  be  spent  on 
the  airport.  They  are  digging  a  hole  in  the  ocean 
to  make  an  airport.  They  could  not  go  inland 
where  $20,000,000  would  make  the  best  airport  in 
the  country.  I  suppose  some  of  the  members  of 
the  Chamber  of  Commerce,  the  Finance  Commis- 
sion, and  Mr.  Mullins'  friends  have  investments 
over  there.  The  Finance  Commission  makes  a 
recommendation  they  want  to  close  a  few  fire 
houses.  One  of  the  fire  houses  happens  to  be  in 
the  Jeffries  Point  section  in  East  Boston.  That 
is  Engine  40.  It  is  the  only  fire  house  in  that 
section.  It  is  an  overcrowded,  congested  area. 
The  former  mayor  saw  fit  to  close  one  fire  house  in 
our  district  a  few  years  ago.  That  fire  house  is 
still  closed.  You  older  members  will  recall  the 
statement  I  made  on  the  floor  that,  if  the  fire  house 
had  not  been  closed,  if  the  engines  from  that  house 
could  have  been  reached  and  sent  on  a  fire  five 
minutes  sooner  than  the  engines  from  another 
station,  as  a  result  of  being  five  minutes  late,  one 
man  was  burned  to  death  in  his  bed.  Another 
woman  had  to  jump  from  the  third  floor  and  broke 
her  leg.  It  drove  her  husband  temporarily  insane. 
As  a  result  he  committed  suicide.  He  was  a 
prominent  physician  in  our  town.  The  Finance 
Commission  can  save  money  for  the  taxpayers  of 
the  City  of  Boston.  They  want  to  close  Engine  40 
at  the  Jeffries  Point  section  of  our  district.  They 
do  not  want  to  put  on  firemen,  which  the  people 
voted  for.  They  voted  for  the  bill  for  48 
hours  a  week  by  an  overwhelming  majority.  We 
in  the  Council  should  see  to  it,  and  the  Mayor 
should  see  to  it,  that  every  fireman  that  has  to  go 
on  is  put  on  and  that  the  Fire  Department  is  not 
undermanned.  We  are  not  going  to  forget  Cocoa- 
nut  Grove  or  the  fire  recently  in  Atlanta.  If  it  is 
going  to  cost  an  extra  million  dollars  to  keep 
firemen  on  and  fire  houses  open,  let  us  keep  the 
men  on  and  keep  the  houses  open.  If  we  can 
save  only  one  life,  then  never  mind  the  $1,000,000 
of  the  taxpayers'  money  or  anybody's  money,  if 
only  one  life  is  saved  each  year.  We  have  cer- 
tainly earned  the  right  to  vote  here  for  anything 
that  the  firemen  want.  The  last  vote  on  the  ballot 
proved  that.  We  had  two  firemen  burned  to 
death.  The  people  went  up  in  arms  and  voted 
"yes"  on  the  48-hour  week.  We  do  not  want 
half  the  men  on  so  that  the  department  will  be 
only  half-manned.  It  is  going  to  cost  more  money. 
We  know  the  city  is  hard  pressed.  There  is 
$8,500,000  for  the  rapid  transit  tunnel  to  East 
Boston.  There  is  $20,000,000  for  the  airport. 
We  did  not  ask  for  the  $5,000,000  for  the  off-street 
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parking,  We  do  need  it.  The  state  lias  done 
nothing  to  contribute.  They  have  done  nothing 
to  send  down  any  money  to  put  these  projects 
through  at  state  expense.  Now.  what  do  we  find 
after  the  48-hour  week  goes  through?  We  know 
we  want  additional  firemen.  They  want  to  close 
the  fire  houses.  They  closed  one  fire  house  in 
my  town  a  few  years  ago,  and  we  have  suffered 
for  it  by  the  loss  of  two  lives.  We  have  suffered 
for  it  by  the  loss  of  property  and  minor  injuries, 
by  engines  getting  too  late  to  the  scene  of  the  fire. 
Engine  4tl  is  the  only  fire  house  at  the  Jeffries 
Point  section  of  East  Boston.  It  is  an  over- 
crowded, congested  area  where  every  family 
averages  four  children.  I  do  not  want  this  fire 
house  closed.  I  know  the  other  members  of  this 
Council  do  not  want  any  fire  houses  in  their 
district  closed. 

The  order  was  passed  under  suspension  of  the 
rule. 


ANGLE    PARKING    AT    DAY    SQUARE, 
EAST   BOSTON. 

Coun.  COFFEY  offered  the  following: 
Ordered,   That  the  Traffic   Commission  be  re- 
quested, through  his  Honor  the  Mayor,  to  make 
arrangements   for   angle   parking  at   Day   square, 
East  Boston. 

Passed  under  suspension  of  the  rule. 


SALARIES   OF    SIGNALMEN,    TRAFFIC 
DEPARTMENT. 

Coun.  COFFEY  offered  the  following: 
Ordered,  That  his  Honor  the  Mayor  be  re- 
quested to  increase  the  salary  of  the  traffic  signal- 
men in  the  Traffic  Department  of  the  City  of 
Boston  to  a  salary  comparable  to  that  of  signal- 
men in  the  Boston  Police  Department,  who  receive 
approximately  seven  hundred  dollars  ($700)  more 
than  the  traffic  signalmen. 

Passed  under  suspension  of  the  rule. 


REPORT  OF  COMMITTEE  ON  CONSTABLES 
AND   CONFIRMATIONS. 

Coun.  BRYAN,  for  the  Committee  on  Con- 
stables and  Confirmations,  submitted  the  following: 

Report  on  appointment  (referred  December  2) 
of  William  J.  O'Connell  as  constable  to  serve 
without  bond  and  without  authority  to  serve  civil 
process — recommending  that  same  ought  to  pass. 

The  report  was  accepted,  and  the  question  came 
on  confirmation.  Committee,  Councilors  Madden 
and  Moriarty.  Whole  number  of  ballots  14, 
yeas  14,  and  the  appointment  was  confirmed. 


"STOP"    SIGNS    AT    POND    STREET    AND 
COLUMBIA   ROAD. 

Coun.  LINEHAN  offered  the  following: 

Whereas,  A  dangerous  traffic  condition  exists 
as  a  menace  to  the  lives  and  safety  of  the  public 
at  the  intersection  of  Pond  street  and  Columbia 
road,  Ward  7,  it  is 

Ordered,  That  the  Traffic  Commission  be 
requested,  through  Ins  Honor  the  Mayor,  to  erect 
plainly  visible  "stop"  signs  on  both  sides  of 
Pond  street  at  the  intersection  of  Columbia  road, 
so  that  motorists  driving  along  Pond  street  toward 
Columbia  road  will  be  compelled  to  stop  before 
proceeding  into  Columbia  road. 

Passed  under  suspension  of  the  rule. 


DEATH    OF    RIGHT    REVEREND 
THOMAS   R.    REYNOLDS. 

Coun.  LINEHAN,  KEENAN,  HURLEY, 
and  SULLIVAN  offered  the  following: 

Resolved,  That  the  City  Council  of  the  City  of 
Boston  in  meeting  assembled  hereby  offers  its 
deep  regret  at  the  untimely  passing  of  the  out- 
spoken protector  of  the  poor  and  afflicted,  Right 
Reverend  Thomas  R.  Reynolds,  Parish  Priest  of 
the  Cathedral  of  the  Holy  Cross,  whose  unbounded 
energy,  deep  humility,  wholesome  courage,  and 
piety  in  the  service  of  God  will  always  be  remem- 


bered   and    cherished   by   the   citizens   of   Boston, 
whom    he   served    both    as   spiritual   adviser   and 
official  member  of  the  city  government. 
Adopted  by  a  unanimous  rising  vote. 


LIGHTING    FACILITIES,    COLUMBIA 
VILLAGE,   WARD    13. 

Coun.  11ANNON  offered  the  following: 

Ordered,  That  his  Honor  the  Mayor  direct  the 
Boston  Housing  Authority  to  provide  proper  street 
lighting  facilities  in  the  vicinity  of  Columbia 
Village,  Ward  13. 

Coun.  HANNON— Mr.  President,  Columbia 
Village,  the  old  Camp  MacKay,  is  now  peopled  by 
many  families  who  live  in  quarters  that  may  be 
some  improvement  over  those  from  which  they 
moved,  but  the  conditions  surrounding  this  camp 
are  certainly  not  much  credit  either  to  the  City  of 
Boston  or  the  Boston  Housing  Authority.  The 
streets  are  so  dark  you  can  hardly  see  your  hand 
in  front  of  you.  One  of  the  requisites  for  becoming 
an  eligible  applicant  for  temporary  housing  is  that 
you  have  children.  The  conditions  down  there 
now  are  sucli  that  they  certainly  do  not  contribute 
to  the  health  of  the  children.  Something  should  be 
done  about  the  street  lighting  down  there.  It  is 
probably  the  darkest  spot  in  the  City  of  Boston. 
We  are  inviting  people  to  move  into  temporary 
homes.  Let  us  at  least  try  to  make  them  worth 
while  and  make  them  livable. 

The  order  was  passed  under  suspension  of  the 
rule. 


NOTICE     OF     CHARGES     FOR     SPRAYING 
TREES   ON   PRIVATE   PROPERTY. 

Coun.  HANNON  offered  the  following: 

Ordered,  That  his  Honor  the  Mayor  be  requested 
to  direct  the  Park  Commissioner  to  issue  instruc- 
tions that,  when  trees  are  sprayed  on  private 
property,  the  owner  of  the  property  be  given 
notice  in  writing  of  the  charges  to  be  assessed  for 
this  work,  at  the  time  the  trees  are  being  sprayed. 

Coun.  HANNON— Mr.  President,  one  of  the 
smallest  and  yet  one  of  the  most  cantankerous 
items  on  tax  bills  is  the  assessment  for  tree  spray- 
ing, which  amounts  in  the  first  instance  to  a  dollar. 
Many  times  we  find  that  people  refuse  to  pay  it 
because  they  honestly  believe  the  trees  have  never 
been  sprayed.  The  result  is  that  this  charge  goes 
on  over  a  period  of  years  and  by  law  becomes  a  lien 
against  the  property.  I  have  run  up  against  an 
original  charge  of  one  dollar  for  tree  spraying  that 
amounted  to  $11.  In  the  settlement  in  tax  abate- 
ment cases  we  run  into  difficulties  on  these  $1 
assessments.  Now,  I  think,  if  the  trees  must  be 
sprayed  and  if  the  charge  must  be  made,  the  people 
on  whose  property  the  trees  are  located  should  be 
notified  that  the  trees  are  being  sprayed.  They 
should  be  notified  of  this  $1  assessment.  When 
the  men  are  walking  along  the  streets  spraying  the 
trees,  somebody  must  make  some  note  of  the  prop- 
erties where  the  trees  are  being  sprayed.  I  think 
that  same  party  should  ring  the  doorbell  and  leave 
a  note  notifying  the  landlord  or  the  tenant  that  an 
assessment  fee  of  $1  is  being  made  for  the  spraying 
of  the  trees. 

The  order  was  passed  under  suspension  of  the 
rule. 


DAY    OFF    FOR    CHRISTMAS    SHOPPING 

Coun.  HANNON  offered  the  following: 

Ordered,  That  his  Honor  the  Mayor  be  requested 
to  direct  all  department  heads  to  allow  each  em- 
ployee of  his  department  one  day  off  in  which  to  do 
Christmas  shopping. 

Coun.  HANNON— Mr.  President,  I  think  this 
is  an  annual  courtesy  extended  to  employees  of 
the  city  —  that  the  department  heads  permit 
certain  employees  to  do  their  shopping.  I  hope 
it  will  be  followed  this  year. 

The  order  was  passed  under  suspension  of  the 
rule. 


FLOODING    OF   WARD    18   PLAYGROUNDS 
FOR   SKATING. 

Coun.  CANTWELL  offered  the  following: 
Ordered,  That  his  Honor  the  Mayor  be  requested 
to  direct  the  Park  Commissioner  to  arrange  for  the 
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flooding  of  the  Readville  Playground,  Smith  Field, 
Ross  Field,  and  the  Almont  Street  Playground,  so 
that  these  locations  may  be  made  available  to  the 
children  of  the  Ward  18  district  for  skating. 

Coun.  CANTWELL— Mr.  President,  I  do  not 
believe  there  is  a  year  goes  by  that  we  do  not  have 
a  tragedy  of  some  child  being  drowned  in  the 
Neponset  river.  It  is  due  to  the  fact  they  have  no 
place  to  skate.  Here  we  have  a  playground  lying 
idle  all  winter  long.  For  some  reason  or  other 
they  do  not  wish  to  flood  it.  I  hope  his  Honor  the 
Mayor  will  see  that  these  areas  are  flooded,  so  that 
children  will  have  a  safe  place  to  do  their  skating. 

The  order  was  passed  under  suspension  of  the 
rule. 


MUNICIPAL   BUILDING   FOR  WARD   18. 

Coun.  CANTWELL  offered  the  following: 

Ordered,  That  his  Honor  the  Mayor  be  re- 
quested to  include  in  the  budget  for  1947  the  sum 
of  $250,000  to  be  used  for  the  erection  of  a  mu- 
nicipal building  in  the  Mattapan  section  of  Ward 
18. 

Coun.  CANTWELL— Mr.  President,  I  have  had 
many  requests  from  organizations  in  the  Mattapan 
area,  a  large  area  in  my  ward.  There  is  no  place 
there  for  meetings  of  these  organizations.  There 
is  no  place  for  a  library  or  clinic.  They  have 
requested  me  to  see  if  his  Honor  the  Mayor  would 
put  in  the  budget  an  appropriation  for  a  municipal 
building  in  Mattapan. 

The  order'  was  passed  under  suspension  of  the 
rule. 


TRAFFIC  LIGHTS  ON  MORTON  STREET. 

Coun.  MUCHNICK  offered  the  following: 

Ordered,  That  the  Traffic  Commission  be  re- 
quested by  his  Honor  the  Mayor  to  install  traffic 
lights  on  Morton  street  near  Harvard  street  and 
Courtland  road. 

Coun.  MUCHNICK— Mr.  President,  two  days 
ago  there  was  another  very  serious  accident  on 
Morton  street  in  the  neighborhood  referred  to  in 
the  order.  In  the  last  eight  or  nine  years,  accord- 
ing to  the  figures  I  have  been  able  to  get  together, 
there  have  been  ten  or  eleven  deaths  and  about 
twenty  other  very  serious  accidents  in  that  area 
at  the  corner  of  Harvard  street  and  Morton  street. 
At  that  corner  is  the  entrance  to  the  Boston  State 
Hospital.  It  seems  to  me  it  would  be  particularly 
important  and  advisable  to  install  as  many  lights 
as  possible  at  the  crossing  mentioned  in  the  order. 
People  who  drive  automobiles  down  Morton  street 
usually  are  not  local  people.  They  have  come  a 
long  way  and  are  used  to  traveling  40  miles  an 
hour.  They  do  not  slow  down,  particularly  in  the 
congested  area.  Spotlights  or  traffic  lights  might 
be  a  means  of  getting  them  to  stop  and  avoid 
further  very  serious  consequences. 

The  order  was  passed  under  suspension  of  the 
rule. 


RECESS. 

On  motion  of  Councilor  Cook  the  Council 
voted  at  2.40  p.  m.  to  take  a  recess  subject  to 
the  call  of  the  Chair.  The  members  reassembled 
and  were  called  to  order  by  President  Kelly  at 
4.30  p.  m. 


LOAN     FOR     HOSPITAL     BUILDINGS     AT 
LONG   ISLAND. 

The  following  was  received: 

City  of  Boston, 
Office  of  the  Mayor,  December  9,  1946. 
To  the  City  Council. 

Gentlemen, — After  various  conferences  with  the 
Commissioner  of  Institutions,  it  has  been  decided 
to  construct  new  buildings  at  Long  Island  Hospital 
which  will  provide  additional  accommodations  for 
300  chronic  patients. 

The  accompanying  order  for  $1,000,000  will 
provide  for  the  construction  of  five  two-story 
ward  buildings  with  facilities  attached  thereto  for 
kitchens,  examination  units,  and  nurses'  stations. 
Each  of  the  five  buildings  will  house  approximately 
sixty   patients  and  in  one  wing  of   the  budding 


accommodations  will  be  provided  for  X-ray, 
occupational  therapy,  eye  and  throat  examination 
rooms,  and  facilities  for  dental  work. 

This  proposed  addition  to  the  Long  Island 
Hospital  is  the  first  in  a  series  of  subsequent 
improvements  which  will  be  made  at  this  institu- 
tion, so  that  over  a  period  of  the  next  few  years 
we  can  provide  suitable,  up-to-date  accommo- 
dations in  keeping  with  our  obligation  to  care  for 
our  aged  and  chronically  ill  citizens. 

I  respectfully  recommend  prompt  action  of  the 
accompanying  order  by  your  Honorable  Body. 
Respectfully, 
James  M.  Curley,   Mayor. 

Ordered,  That  under  the  provisions  of  clause  3 
of  section  7  of  chapter  44  of  the  General  Laws  the 
sum  of  $1,000,000  be,  and  hereby  is,  appropriated 
to  be  expended  under  the  direction  of  the  Com- 
missioner of  Institutions  for  the  construction  and 
equipping  of  hospital  buildings  at  Long  Island, 
and  to  meef  said  appropriation  the  City  Treasurer 
be  authorized  to  issue  from  time  to  time,  upon 
request  of  the  Mayor,  bonds  or  certificates  of 
indebtedness  of  the  city  to  said  amount. 

President  KELLY — What  is  the  pleasure  of 
the  Body? 

Coun.  SULLIVAN— Mr.  President,  I  move  that 
it  be  given  its  first  reading. 

Coun.  BAYLEY — Mr.  President,  I  move  it  be 
referred  to  the  Executive  Committee. 

President  KELLY — It  was  discussed  in  the 
Executive  Committee. 

Coun.  BAYLEY — It  had  not  gone  in  formally, 
had  it? 

President  KELLY — It  was  informally  before 
the  Executive  Committee,  councilor. 

Coun.  BAYLEY — Mr.  President,  I  move  it  be 
referred  to  the  Finance  Committee  like  all  loan 
orders. 

Coun.  SULLIVAN— Mr.  President,  I  move  to 
amend  my  motion.  After  this  receives  its  first 
reading,  I  move  that  it  be  referred  to  the  Executive 
Committee. 

The  question  came  on  the  motion  to  give  the 
order  its  first  reading  and  then  refer  it  to  the 
Executive  Committee.  The  clerk  called  the  roll, 
and  the  order  received  its  first  reading  and  passage, 
yeas  19,  nays  0: 

Yeas — Councilors  Bryan,  Cantwell,  Carey, 
Coffey,  Cook,  Fish,  Hannon,  Keenan,  Kelly, 
Kinsella,  Lane,  Linehan,  Madden,  McCormack, 
Moriarty,  Muchnick,  Russo,  Scannell,  Sullivan — 
19. 

Nays — 0. 

Voting  present — Councilor  Bayley — 1. 

Coun.  HURLEY— Mr.  President,  I  would  like 
unanimous  consent  to  be  recorded  in  favor  of 
voting  "yes"  in  favor  of  the  $1,000,000  appro- 
priation for  the  hospital  at  Long  Island. 

Coun.  BRYAN — Mr.  President,  I  also  wish  to 
be  recorded. 

Coun.  MADDEN — Mr.  President,  I  desire  to  be 
recorded. 

Coun.  MORIARTY— Mr.  President,  I  wish  to 
be  recorded  also. 

Coun.  COOK — Mr.  President,  I  desire  to  be 
recorded. 

President  KELLY — Hearing  no  objection,  the 
members  will  be  so  recorded. 


EXECUTIVE     COMMITTEE     REPORTS. 

Coun.  FISH,  for  the  Executive  Committee, 
submitted  the  following: 

1.  Report  on  message  of  the  Mayor  and  orders 
(referred  today)  for  transfers  within  and  between 
departmental  appropriations  —  that  same  ought 
to  pass. 

Report  accepted;  said  orders  passed,  yeas  16, 
nays  0,  viz.: 

Yeas  —  Councilors  Bayley,  Bryan,  Cantwell, 
Carey,  Coffey,  Fish,  Hannon,  Keenan,  Kelly, 
Kinsella,  Lane,  Linehan,  McCormack,  Russo, 
Scannell,  Sullivan  —  16. 

Nays  —  0. 

2.  Report  on  message  of  Mayor  and  order 
(referred  December  2)  for  sale  of  land  on  Chestnut 
Hill  avenue  at  Cleveland  Circle  to  Samuel  G.  Fish 
—  that  same  ought  to  pass. 
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Tin-  report  \v:is  accepted,  and  the  question  came 
on  the  passage  of  the  order.  The  roll  was  called 
and  t lie  order  was  given  its  first  reading  and  pas- 
sage, yeas  18,  nays  0: 

Yeas  —  Councilors  Cantwell,  Carey,  Coffey, 
Fish.  Hannon,  Hurley,  Keenan,  Kelly,  Kinsella, 
Lane.  Linehan,  Madden,  MeCormack,  Moriarty, 
Muehnick,  Russo,  Scannell,  Sullivan  —  18. 

Nays  —  0. 

Noting  present  —  Councilors  Bayley,  Bryan  — 

Coun.  BRYAN — Mr.  President,  I  wish  to  change 
my  vote  to  "yes." 

President  KELLY — Hearing  no  objection,  you 
will  be  so  recorded. 

During  the  roll  call,  Coun.  LINEHAN  said: 

Mr.  President,  a  point  of  parliamentary  inquiry 
I  would  like  to  ask  the  clerk,  through  you,  sir, 
just  how  we  can  get  on  the  record  that  we  have 
given  a  first  reading  on  this  order  with  the  under- 
standing we  will  invite  the  secretary  of  the  Finance 
Commission  here  and  also  other  people. 

President  KELLY — The  statement  can  be  made 
on  unanimous  consent  after  the  roll  call  has  been 
completed. 

(The  roll  call  was  concluded.) 

Coun.  LINEHAN— Mr.  President,  I  would  like 
to  ask  unanimous  consent  to  make  a  statement. 

President  KELLY — Hearing  no  objection, 
Councilor  Linehan. 

Coun.  LINEHAN — I  did  want  to  announce  the 
reason  why  I,  and  probably  every  other  member 
of  the  City  Council,  voted  favorably  for  this 
measure  we  have  just  acted  on  is  that  we  voted 
on  the  understanding  that  next  Monday  we  will 
have  a  representative  of  the  Law  Department 
come  before  us  in  Executive  Session  in  order  to 
put  certain  restrictions  in  the  deed  which  the  Law 
Department  will  give  to  the  potential  buyer.  We 
will  also  invite  to  our  Executive  Session  next  week 
the  secretary  and  also  the  members  of  the  Finance 
Commission  in  order  that  we  might  get  some  facts 
from  the  Finance  Commission  instead  of  just  vague 
words  in  their  report. 

Coun.  FISH — Mr.  President,  the  consensus  of 
opinion  in  the  Executive  Committee  was  that  these 
gentlemen  should  be  invited  here.  I  gathered 
that  consensus  by  putting  it  to  a  vote  out  there. 
It  was  quite  unanimous.  I  can  assure  Councilor 
Linehan  as  chairman  of  the  Executive  Committee 
I  will  invite  them  in. 

Coun.  MUCHNICK— Mr.  President,  in  order 
to  get  this  properly  before  the  Executive  Commit- 
tee, again  I  move  it  be  referred  back  to  the  Execu- 
tive Committee  and  that  the  invitations  which 
have  been  referred  to  by  the  last  two  speakers  be 
sent  to  the  persons  concerned. 

The  order  was  referred  to  the  Executive. Com- 
mittee, with  invitations  to  be  sent  out  as  agreed. 

3.  Report  on  petition  of  Sutcliffe  Trans- 
portation Company  (referred  December  2)  for 
license  to  operate  deluxe  buses  and  limousines  of 
not  less  than  seven  or  more  than  forty-four  pas- 
sengers, between  Copley  square  and  Logan  Airport 
— recommending  that  petitioner  have  leave  to 
withdraw. 

Report  accepted;  leave  to  withdraw  granted. 


AMENDED   PETITION   OF   SUTCLIFFE 
TRANSPORTATION   COMPANY. 

An  amended  petition  of  the  Sutcliffe  Trans- 
portation Company  to  operate  limousines  and 
buses  with  facilities  for  not  less  than  seven  nor 
more  than  forty-four  passengers  between  Copley 
square  and  Logan  Airport,  with  right  to  pick  up 
passengers  en  route,  was  received. 

President  KELLY — What  is  the  pleasure  of  the 
Council? 

Coun.  SULLIVAN — Mr.  President,  I  move  this 
be  referred  to  the  Executive  Committee. 

The  petition  was  referred  to  the  Executive 
Committee. 


REPORT   OF   COMMITTEE   ON    LICENSES. 

Coun.  SCANNELL,  for  the  Committee  on 
Licenses,  submitted  the  following: 

1.  Report  on  petitions  for  driveway  openings: 
Merchants  Realty  Company  (referred  December  3) 
at  1310  Boylston  street,  corner  of  Jersey  street; 


Alfred  F.  Paoletti  (referred  today)  at  2-16  Stark 
street — recommending  that  leave  be  granted. 

Report  accepted;  permits'  granted  under  usual 
conditions. 

2.  Report  on  petition  of  West  Roxbury  Bowling 
Center,  Henry  Stewart,  at  119  Park  street,  West 
Roxbury  (referred  November  18)  to  operate 
bowling  alleys  on  the  Lord's  Day— that  leave  be 
granted. 

The  report  was  accepted,  and  permit  granted 
under  usual  conditions. 


ICE    SKATING    AT    WARD     10    PLAY- 
GROUNDS. 

Coun.  CAREY  offered  the  following: 
Ordered,    That    the    Park    Commission    be    re- 
quested, through  his  Honor  the  Mayor,  to  flood 
the  Mission  Hill,  Parker  Hill  and  Jefferson  Play- 
grounds for  skating. 

The  order  was  passed  under  suspension  of  the 
rule. 


EXTENSION   OF   WHITE   WAY   ON 
HUNTINGTON   AVENUE. 

Coun.  CAREY  offered  the  following: 

Ordered,  That  the  Commissioner  of  Public 
Works  be  requested,  through  his  Honor  the  Mayor, 
to  extend  the  white  way  on  Huntington  avenue, 
from  Opera  place  to  the  Brookline  Line. 

Coun.  CAREY — Mr.  President,  I  want  to  say 
just  a  word  in  regard  to  the  second  order.  I  feel 
that  is  a  "must"  order.  If  one  stands  any  place 
on  Huntington  avenue  today  from  the  Brookline 
Line  until  it  empties  into  Boylston  street,  they 
will  see  as  great  a  flow  of  traffic  as  on  any  roadway 
in  the  nation.  The  section  between  Opera  where 
and  the  Brookline  Line  is  not  by  any  means 
provided  with  the  lighting  that  is  necessary  in 
view  of  the  heavy  vehicular  traffic  that  travels 
through  there.  Much  can  be  said  on  this  order. 
However,  I  have  talked  the  matter  over  with  his 
Honor  the  Mayor.  I  know  he  feels  something 
should  be  done  about  it.  I  hope  no  time  will  be 
lost.  I  realize  during  the  next  three  or  four 
months  work  of  this  kind  cannot  very  well  be  done 
because  of  the  inclement  weather.  I  simply 
trust  this  order  will  be  given  recognition.  I  feel, 
and  his  Honor  the  Mayor  feels,  it  deserves  atten- 
tion. I  hope,  when  the  springtime  comes,  the 
proper  construction  of  necessary  lighting  facilities 
will  go  ahead  in  order  that  the  lives  not  only  of 
adults  but  particularly  of  young  children  who 
happen  to  cross  there  in  large  numbers,  going  to 
different  schools,  not  to  mention  those  who  go 
to  the  Mission  Church,  the  Peter  Bent  Brigham 
Hospital  and  other  places,  will  be  protected  by 
sufficient  lighting  of  the  street  at  the  earliest 
possible  date. 

The  order  was  passed  under  suspension  of  the 
rule. 


REPORT  OF  COMMITTEE  ON  CONSTABLES 
AND   CONFIRMATIONS. 

Coun.  BRYAN,  for  the  Committee  on  Con- 
stables and  Confirmations,  submitted  the  following: 

Report  on  appointment  of  Washington  T.  Pratt 
(referred  December  2)  as  Weigher  of  Coal  —  recom- 
mending that  appointment  be  confirmed. 

The  report  was  accepted,  and  the  question  came 
on  confirmation  of  the  appointment.  Committee, 
Councilors  Madden  and  Kinsella.  Whole  number 
of  ballots  15,  yeas  15,  and  the  appointment  was 
confirmed. 


ABATEMENTS  BY  BOARD  OF  ASSESSORS. 

Coun.  LANE — Mr.  President,  I  move  we  take 
No.  1  from  the  calendar  and  refer  it  to  the  Execu- 
tive Committee. 

No.  1  on  the  calendar  was  as  follows: 

1.  Order  that  Board  of  Assessors  consult  with 
Finance  Commission  before  granting  any  future 
large  abatements. 

The  order  was  referred  to  the  Executive  Com- 
mittee. 


DECEMBER    9,     1946- 
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RESURFACING  OF  BELLEVUE  STREET, 
WARD   20. 

Coun.  BRYAN  offered  the  following: 

Ordered,  That  the  Public  Works  Commissioner 

be  requested,   through  his  Honor  the  Mayor,   to 

resurface  Bellevue  street,  Ward  20. 
Passed  under  suspension  of  the  rule. 


ACCEPTANCE    OF    FERNWOOD    ROAD. 

Coun.  BRYAN  offered  the  following: 
Ordered,    That   the    Board   of    Street   Commis- 
sioners   be    requested,    through    his    Honor    the 
Mayor,    to   lay   out   and   accept   Fernwood   road, 
Ward  20,  as  a  public  way. 

Passed  under  suspension  of  the  rule. 


TRAFFIC      LIGHTS,     WESTERN      AVENUE 
AND   EVERETT    STREET. 

Coun.  MADDEN  offered  the  following: 
Ordered,   That   the   Traffic   Commission   be  re- 
quested, through  his  Honor  the  Mayor,  to  install 
traffic  lights  at  the  junction   of  Western  avenue 
and  Everett  street,  Ward  22. 

Passed  under  suspension  of  the  rule. 


INCREASED     RENTS     IN     THE     MARKET 
DISTRICT. 

Coun.  BRYAN — Mr.  President,  I  move  at  this 
time  that  the  order  for  increasing  the  rents  in  the 
market  district  be  taken  from  the  table. 

President  KELLY — What  committee  has  that 
order? 

Coun.  BRYAN — It  is  in  the  Executive  Com- 
mittee. 

President  KELLY — The  clerk  will  get  the  order. 
We  will  suspend  until  the  clerk  gets  the  order. 

(Short  recess.) 


President  KELLY — The  order  is  in  the  Execu- 
tive Committee.  It  was  referred  November  18. 
The  motion  to  take  from  the  committee  requires 
fifteen  votes.  Those  in  favor  will  please  rise. 
There  are  nine  in  favor  and  none  opposed.  The 
motion  is  lost. 

Coun.  BRYAN — Mr.  President,  I  ask  recon- 
sideration to  get  all  the  councilors  in  here.  Will 
you  please  ring  the  bell? 

Coun.  LINEHAN— Mr.  President,  I  would  like 
to  ask  the  gentleman  from  West  Roxbury  for  what 
reason  he  is  having  this  taken  from  the  table, 
before  I  vote  on  it? 

Coun.  BRYAN — To  answer  the  gentleman,  I 
might  say  this  order  was  before  the  Ordinance 
Committee  which  voted  four  to  one  in  favor  of 
increases  in  the  market  district  rents.  It  was 
taken  from  the  committee  and  brought  into 
Executive  and  laid  on  the  table.  I  think  there 
should  be  some  action  on  the  order. 

President  KELLY — -Councilor  Bryan  asks  for 
reconsideration.  Those  in  favor  will  please  rise. 
There  are  nine  in  favor  and  none  opposed. 

Coun.  BRYAN— I  doubt  the  vote. 

President  KELLY — The  motion  to  reconsider 
passes.  The  question  comes  on  taking  from  the 
table,  taking  from  the  committee,  which  requires 
fifteen  votes.  Those  in  favor  will  please  rise. 
There  are  nine.  Those  opposed  will  please  rise. 
There  are  none.  Fifteen  votes  not  having  been 
obtained,  the  motion  is  lost. 

Coun.  BRYAN — I  ask  for  a  roll  call  vote. 

Coun.  KEENAN— Mr.  President,  I  think  we 
have  discussed  this  pro  and  con.  In  the  last  five 
minutes  you  have  had  three  roll  calls.  You  have 
had  reconsideration.  It  has  been  defeated.  It 
will  be  one  of  those  things  where  we  will  be  here 
all  night.  We  will  have  to  go  to  the  Parker  House 
or  to  Waldorf's. 

Coun.  BRYAN — I  withdraw  my  motion  for  a 
roll  call.     I  will  bring  it  up  next  week  again. 


Adjourned  at  5  p.  m.  on  motion  of  Councilor 
Sullivan,  to  meet  on  Monday,  December  16,  1946, 
at  2  p.  m. 


CITY  OF  BOSTON    °^^^D   PRINTING  DEPARTMENT 
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Proceedings  of  City  Council. 


Monday,  December  16,  1946. 

Regular  meeting  of  the  City  Council  held  in  the 
Council  Chamber,  City  Hall,  at  2  p.  m.,  President 
KELLY  in  the  chair.     Absent,  Councilor  Coffey. 

The  meeting  was  opened  with  the  salute  to  the 
Flag. 


AMENDMENT  OF  ORDINANCE  RE  SALA- 
RIES OF  ASSOCIATE  TRANSIT 
COMMISSIONERS. 

The  following  was  received: 

City  of  Boston, 
Office  of  the  Mayor,  December  16,  1946. 
To  the  City  Council. 

Gentlemen, — I  hereby  respectfully  request  your 
Honorable  Body  to  amend  the  ordinance  sub- 
mitted by  me  concerning  salaries  of  department 
heads  and  officials  in  the  offices  of  Associate  Transit 
Commissioners. 

It  was  my  intention  when  I  submitted  the  ordi- 
nance now  before  your  Body,  to  restore  all  salaries 
that  were  reduced  in  1938.  In  that  year,  the 
Associate  Transit  Commissioners  received  $7,500  a 
year.  I  request  and  authorize  your  Honorable 
Body  to  amend  the  ordinance  in  the  case  of  the 
Associate  Commissioners  to  read  $7,500  a  year, 
rather  than  $6,000  a  year. 

In  my  opinion,  the  greater  rate  is  more  justifiable 
now  than  ever  before  in  the  history  of  the  depart- 
ment. This  department  has  before  it  a  consider- 
able program  involving  considerable  work  and 
effort  on  the  part  of  all  the  members  of  the  com- 
mission. Their  salaries,  as  all  other  expenses  of 
the  Transit  Department,  are  provided  by  loan.  I 
respectfully  request  action  on  this  matter  by  your 
Honorable  Body. 

Respectfully, 
James  M.  Curley,  Mayor. 

Referred  to  Committee  on  Ordinances. 


LEGISLATION  RE  TRAFFIC  CONDITIONS. 

The  following  was  received: 

City  of  Boston, 
Office  of  the  Mayor,  December  16,  1946. 
To  the  City  Council. 

Gentlemen, — I  transmit  herewith  to  you  com- 
munication from  the  City  Planning  Board,  in 
answer  to  your  order  of  September  9,  1946,  re- 
questing a  survey  and  possible  legislation  concern- 
ing traffic  conditions. 

Very  truly  yours, 
James  M.  Cukley,  Mayor. 


City  of  Boston, 
Planning  Board,  December  11,  1946. 
Hon.  James  M.  Curley, 

Mayor  of  Boston. 

Dear  Mr.  Mayor, — In  compliance  with  the  fol- 
lowing order  passed  by  the  City  Council  at  its 
meeting  September  9th,  1946,  i.  e.: 

"Ordered,  That  his  Honor  the  Mayor  request 
the  City  Planning  Board,  the  Corporation  Counsel 
and  any  other  necessary  city  departments  to  sur- 
vey, plan  and  prepare  legislation  to  be  presented 
to  the  1947  session  of  the  Massachusetts  Legisla- 
ture in  regard  to  the  following  matters:  In  order 
to  diminish  or  eliminate  the  traffic  congestion  and 
to  speed  up  the  flow  of  traffic  in  the  City  of  Boston, 
it  is  suggested  that:  (1)  A  truck  terminal  be 
located  in  the  City  of  Boston.  (2)  Make  out  a 
list  of  streets  in  the  City  of  Boston  to  be  widened 
and  request  that  the  work  be  financed  out  of  the 
State  Highway  Fund.  (3)  Arterial  highway  for 
the  City  of  Boston  to  be  financed  out  of  the  State 
Highway  Fund." 


The  City  Planning  Board  submits  the  following 
as  a  partial  report  of  progress: 

Arterial  highway  for  the  City  of  Boston  to  be 
financed  out  of  the  State  Highway  Fund. 
A  representative  of  the  Planning  Board  has  been 
in  attendance  at  conferences  with  the  State  Plan- 
ning Board  where  legislation  has  been  drafted 
which  recommends  the  building  of  an  arterial 
highway  in  Boston  (called  the  Central  Artery), 
to  be  financed  entirely  by  State  and  Federal  funds. 
The  proposed  bill  also  recommends  that  the  high- 
way be  maintained  by  the  State.  This  legislation 
will  be  submitted  to  the  1947  Legislature  by  the 
State  Planning  Board  and  drafts  have  just  been 
released  and  I  assume  are  in  your  hands.  We  will 
be  glad  to  discuss  them  with  you. 

List  of  streets  in  the  City  of  Boston  to  be  widened 
and  to  be  financed  out  of  the  State  Highway 
Fund. 

Representatives  of  the  Board  have  also  worked 
in  cooperation  with  the  Postwar  Highway  Commis- 
sion's Engineers'  Committee  in  consideration  of 
legislation  that  would  relate  to  other  major  traffic 
thoroughfare  improvements  in  Boston.  These 
must  be  coordinated  with  the  layout  of  the  Central 
Artery  and  doubtless  would  involve  financing,  at 
least  in  part,  by  the  State. 

Truck  terminal  to  be  located  in  the  City  of 
Boston. 

A  study  has  been  initiated  by  the  Board  concern- 
ing this  item.  Though  the  need  seems  obvious,  a 
proper,  study  which  should  precede  legislation  is 
very  complex.  The  Board  will  continue  its  work 
on  this  study  and  make  a  final  report  as  soon  as 
facts  and  figures  justifying  a  conclusion  can  be 
set  in  order. 

Very  truly  yours, 
William  Stanley  Parker,  Chairman. 

Placed  on  file. 


ENFORCEMENT  OF   STATUTES   RE 
UNCLAIMED   BAGGAGE. 
The  following  was  received: 

City  of  Boston, 
Office  of  the  Mayor,  December  16,  1946. 
To  the  City  Council. 

Gentlemen, — I  transmit  herewith  communica- 
tion from  the  Law  Department,  relative  to  your 
order  of  June  10,  1946,  concerning  the  enforcement 
of  the  provisions  of  General  Laws,  chapter  135, 
sections  one  to  four,  against  the  New  York,  New 
Haven  &  Hartford  Railroad  and  the  Boston  & 
Maine  Railroad  for  their  refusal  to  comply  with 
said  provisions. 

Respectfully, 
James  M.  Curley,  Mayor. 

City  of  Boston, 
Law  Department,  December  11,  1946. 
Hon.  James  M.  Curley, 

Mayor  of  Boston. 

Dear  Mr.  Mayor, — On  June  12,  1946,  you 
transmitted  to  me  the  following  order  passed  by 
the  City  Council  on  June  10,  1946: 

"Ordered,  That  the  Corporation  Counsel  be 
requested,  through  his  Honor  the  Mayor,  to 
take  such  steps  as  are  necessary  to  enforce  the 
provisions  of  General  Laws,  chapter  135,  sec- 
tions one  to  four,  against  the  New  York,  New 
Haven  &  Hartford  Railroad  and  the  Boston  & 
Maine  Railroad  for  their  refusal  to  comply  with 
said  provisions." 

The  order  was  passed  at  the  instance  of  the 
chairman  of  the  City  Council's  Committee  on 
Unclaimed  Baggage,  who  stated: 

"The  Boston  &  Maine  Railroad  and  the  New 
York,  New  Haven  &  Hartford  Railroad  Com- 
pany said  they  would  not  obey  the  law  because 
they  said  the  law  did  not  affect  them,  that  under 
the  provisions  of  the  Interstate  Commerce  Act 
we  had  no  jurisdiction  over  them." 

From  time  to  time  since  you  transmitted  the 
order,  this  department  has  discussed  with  counsel 
for  both  railroads  the  matter  of  compliance  with 
the  statute.  The  statute  governs  the  semi-annual 
advertisement  and  sale  by  proprietors  of  steam- 
boats and  railroad  corporations  of  passengers' 
effects  "which  have  been  left  and  then  remain 
unclaimed  at  any  passenger  station  or  office,  or  in 
the  possession  of  any  such  corporation,  pro- 
prietors or  their  agents";  provides  for  the  examina- 
tion of  such  effects  by  the  aldermen  of  the  city 
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or  the  selectmen  of  the  (own  where  the  articles 
may  be,  and  directs  thai  the  proceeds  of  any  sale 
be  paid  to  the  Commonwealth.  Last  week  counsel 
for  both  railroads  finally  asrreed  that  there  is  at 
least  some  field  within  which  the  statute  is  opera- 
tiye.  Accordingly,  they  will  advise  the  adminis- 
trative officers  of  their  respective  corporations  to 
file  with  the  City  Council  in  January  and  July 
of  each  year  the  notices  required  by  the  statute. 
Respectfully  yours, 

Joseph  A.  Scolponeti, 
Corporation  Counsel. 
Placed  on  file. 


RESURFACING   OF  RIVER   STREET, 
WARD    18. 

The  following  was  received: 

Citv  of  Boston, 
Office  of  the  Mayor,  December  16,  1946. 
To  the  City  Council. 

Gentlemen, — I    transmit   herewith    communica- 
tion from  the  Commissioner  of  Public  Works  rela- 
tive to  the  resurfacing  of  River  street,  Ward  18, 
from  Business  street  to  No.  1595  River  street. 
Respectfully, 
James  M.  Curley,  Mayor. 

City  of  Boston, 
Public  Works  Department, 

December  11,  1946. 
Mr.  J.  Joseph  Connors, 

Chief  Clerk,  Mayor's  Office. 
Dear  Sir, — I  return  herewith  order  in  City 
Council  that  the  Commissioner  of  Public  Works 
resurface  River  street,  Ward  18,  from  Business 
street  to  No.  1595  River  street,  and  this  will 
advise  you  that  it  is  too  late  in  the  season  to 
undertake  this  work. 

However,  this  street  will  be  placed  on  the  list 
to  be  given  consideration  during  the  year  1947. 
Very  truly  yours, 

Robert  P.  Cubley, 
Commissioner  of  Public  Works. 
Placed  on  file. 


IMPROVEMENTS,  CHARLES  STREET, 

WARD    18. 
The  following  was  received: 

City  of  Boston, 
Office  of  the  Mayor,  December  16,  1946. 
To  the  City  Council. 

Gentlemen, —  I  transmit  herewith  communica- 
tion from  the  Commissioner  of  Public  Works 
relative  to  your  order  of  December  2,  1946,  con- 
cerning the  resurfacing  of  Charles  street,  Ward  18, 
and  the  construction  of  new  sidewalks  along  both 
sides  of  the  street. 

Respectfully, 
James  M.  Cubley,  Mayor. 

City  of  Boston, 
Public  Works  Department, 

December  11,  1946. 
Mr.  J.  Joseph  Connors, 

Chief  Clerk,  Mayor's  Office. 
Dear  Sir, —  I  return  herewith  order  in  City 
Council  that  the  Commissioner  of  Public  Works 
resurface  Charles  street,  Ward  18,  and  to  con- 
struct new  sidewalks  along  both  sides  of  the  street, 
and  this  will  advise  you  that  it  is  too  late  in  the 
season  to  undertake  this  work. 

However,  this  street  will  be  placed  on  the  list 
to  be  given  consideration  during  the  year  1947. 
Very  truly  yours, 

ROBEET    P.    CURLEY, 

Commissioner  of  Public  Works. 
Placed  on  file. 


AMENDMENTS  TO  ORDINANCE  RE  FEES 
FOR  COLLECTING  AND  TRANSPORT- 
ING  RUBBISH. 
The  following  was  received: 

City  of  Boston, 
Office  of  the  Mayor,  December  16,  1946. 
To  the  City  Council. 

Gentlemen, —  I  submit  herewith  two  amend- 
ments to  the  Revised  Ordinances.  One  amend- 
ment proposes  to  increase  the  fee  for  the  collection 
of  commercial  rubbish  from  eleven  cents  a  barrel 


to  twenty  cents  a  barrel.  The  other  amendment 
proposes  to  increase  the  fee  for  the  transporting  of 
rubbish  through  the  streets  from  five  dollars  a 
vehicle  a  year  to  twenty-five  dollars  a  vehicle  a 
year. 

Both  of  these  proposed  amendments  are  recom- 
mended by  the  Public  Works  Commissioner  in  the 
attached  communication.  In  the  first  instance, 
collection  costs  have  increased  perceptibly  in 
recent  years  and  an  increase  in  this  fee  at  this  time 
is  justifiable.  In  the  case  of  transporting  of  rub- 
bish, the  increased  costs  for  further  inspections  in 
this  regard  justify  the  increase  in  this  fee.  It  is 
the  intention  of  the  Public  Works  Commissioner 
to  institute  these  new  fees  as  of  January  1,  1947. 
Consequently,  I  respectfully  request  prompt  ac- 
tion by  your  Honorable  Body  on  the  two  proposed 
amendments  transmitted  herewith. 

Respectfully, 
James  M.  Curley,  Mayor. 

City  of  Boston, 
Public  Works  Department, 

December  12,  1946. 
Hon.  James  M.  Curley, 

Mayor  of  Boston. 

Dear  Mr.  Mayor, —  The  matter  of  removing  so- 
called  commercial  rubbish  (that  is,  rubbish  which 
the  city  is  not  required  under  the  city  ordinances 
to  remove  free  of  charge)  is  worthy  of  consideration 
at  this  time,  and  in  my  opinion,  deserving  of  re- 
vision as  regards  the  rates  charged  for  such  service. 
The  removal  of  this  type  of  rubbish  comes  under 
two  classifications:  first,  collections  made  by  city 
forces  or  by  contractors  performing  work  for  the 
city;  and,  second,  permits  issued  to  individuals  to 
transport  through  the  streets  rubbish  which  is 
collected  by  direct  arrangement  with  the  producers. 

Under  the  provisions  of  section  1  of  chapter  27 
of  the  Revised  Ordinances  of  1925,  the  Public 
Works  Department  "may  take  and  dispose  of  any 
refuse  upon  payment  by  the  producer  thereof  to 
the  city  of  such  compensation  as  the  Commissioner 
shall  from  time  to  time  prescribe."  Since  July  1, 
1932,  the  city  and  contractors  working  for  the  city 
have  been  taking  this  refuse  upon  payment  of  a  fee 
of  11  cents  for  each  barrel.  This  price  is  altogether 
too  low  under  present  conditions  and,  in  view  of  the 
higher  labor  and  equipment  costs  prevailing,  does 
not  represent  a  true  picture  of  the  cost  of  the  serv- 
ice. Taking  into  consideration  various  factors, 
such  as  higher  labor  costs  and  increased  costs  of 
maintaining  equipment,  etc.,  which  enter  into  this 
collection  service,  I  feel  that  the  charge  of  20  cents 
a  barrel  is  a  reasonable  cost  for  collecting  this  type 
of  rubbish,  and  I  respectfully  request  that  the  City 
Council  be  asked  to  pass  an  ordinance  to  establish 
this  new  fee,  starting  January  1,  1947. 

The  second  matter  to  which  I  have  referred  is 
the  transportation  of  rubbish  through  the  streets. 
It  is  provided  in  section  14  of  chapter  39  of  the 
Revised  Ordinances  of  1925,  that  "No  person, 
other  than  employees  of  the  City  engaged  in  public 
work,  shall  in  any  street  carry  house  dirt,  house 
offal,  or  other  refuse  matter  or  interfere  with  the 
receptacles  containing  the  same,  except  in  accord- 
ance with  a  permit  from  the  Commissioner  of 
Public  Works  approved  by  the  Health  Commis- 
sioner." 

It  is  evident  from  the  large  number  of  new  re- 
quests for  such  permits  which  have  been  and  are 
still  being  received  by  this  department,  in  addition 
to  applications  for  renewal  of  outstanding  permits, 
that  competition  along  this  line  has  increased  con- 
siderably, and  I  believe  the  time  has  come  when 
greater  control  should  be  exercised  over  this  phase 
of  rubbish  removal.  It  is  the  intention  of  this 
department  to  set  up  a  system  of  inspection  to 
follow  up  this  work  by  seeing  that  the  transpor- 
tation of  rubbish  does  not  cause  litter  to  be  strewn 
in  the  streets  and  in  that  way  we  shall  be  able  to 
eliminate  many  of  the  complaints  received  regard- 
ing dirty  streets.  The  present  fee  is  $5  a  year  for 
each  vehicle,  and  if  this  fee  were  raised  to  $25,  not 
only  would  there  be  additional  income  for  the  city, 
but  we  would  be  in  a  position  to  establish  the 
follow-up  system  I  have  mentioned,  the  expense 
of  which  would  be  paid  for  by  the  increase  in  fees. 

I  respectfully  request  that  this  matter  be  also 
submitted  to  the  City  Council,  with  the  recom- 
mendation that  a  new  ordinance  be  adopted  estab- 
lishing this  fee  of  $25,  which  I  consider  reasonable, 
to  take  effect  on  January  1,  1947. 
Respectfully  yours, 

Robert  P.  Curley, 
Commissioner  of  Public  Works. 
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An  Ordinance  Relative  to  the  Fee  for  the 
Collection  of  Refuse  of  Manufacturing 
and  Mercantile  Business. 
Be  it  ordained  by  the  City  Council  of  Boston,  as 
follows: 
Section  1.     Section  one  of  chapter  twenty-seven 
of    the    Revised    Ordinances    of    1925    is    hereby 
amended  in  the  thirty-fourth  and  thirty-fifth  lines 
of  said  section  by  striking  out  the  words  "such 
compensation  as  the  commission  shall  from  time 
to  time  prescribe"  and  inserting  in  place  thereof 
the  words  "twenty  cents  a  barrel." 

Section    2.     This    ordinance    shall    take    effect 
beginning  with  the  first  day  of  January,  1947. 
Referred  to  the  Committee  on  Ordinances. 

An  Ordinance  Concerning  the  Fee  for  the 
Transportation   of   Garbage   and    Other 
Refuse  Through  the  Streets. 
Be  it  ordained  by  the  City  Council  of  Boston,  as 
follows: 
Section   1.     Section  one   of   chapter  six   of  the 
Ordinances  of   1938  is  hereby  amended  in  clause 
three  establishing  the  fee  for  the  permit  for  vehicles 
used  in  the  removal  and  transportation  of  garbage 
and  other  refuse  by  striking  out  $5  and  inserting 
in  place  thereof  $25. 

Section    2.     This    ordinance    shall    take    effect 
beginning  with  the  first  day  of  January,  1947. 
Referred  to  Committee  on  Ordinances. 


PAYMENT   OF   CONNERS   BROTHERS 
COMPANY   CLAIM. 

The  following  was  received: 

City  of  Boston, 
Office  of  the  Mayor,  December  12,  1946. 
To  the  City  Council. 

Gentlemen, — Statutes  of  1945,  chapter  622, 
entitled  "An  Act  Authorizing  the  Payment  by  the 
Commonwealth  to  The  Conners  Bros.  Com- 
pany of  a  Certain  Sum  of  Money  in  Settlement  of 
a  Claim,"  provides  as  follows: 

"Section  1.  For  the  purpose  of  discharging 
the  moral  obligation  of  the  commonwealth  in  the 
premises,  and  after  an  appropriation  has  been 
made  therefor,  there  shall  be  allowed  and  paid 
out  of  the  treasury  of  the  commonwealth  to  The 
Conners  Bros.  Company,  a  Maine  corporation, 
the  sum  of  forty-eight  hundred  dollars  in  full 
settlement  of  its  claims  arising  out  of  a  certain 
contract  it  had  with  the  Suffolk  County  Courthouse 
Commission. 

"Section  2.  The  city  of  Boston  is  hereby 
authorized  to  pay  to  the  commonwealth,  upon 
certification  by  the  treasurer  thereof,  its  propor- 
tion of  the  amount  herein  authorized  as  and  in 
the  manner  provided  by  section  four  of  chapter 
five  hundred  and  thirty-four  of  the  acts  of  nineteen 
hundred  and  six,  as  amended.  No  payment  shall 
be  made  by  the  commonwealth  under  this  act 
until  it  has  received  said  proportionate  payment 
from  said  city.  No  payment  shall  be  made  here- 
under until  there  shall  have  been  filed  with  the 
comptroller  an  agreement,  signed  by  said  The 
Conners  Bros.  Company,  that  the  amount,  if  any, 
paid  or  to  be  paid  for  legal  services  rendered  in 
connection  with  the  passage  of  this  act  shall  not 
exceed  ten  per  cent  of  the  sum  paid  or  payable 
hereunder. 

"Section  3.  This  act  shall  take  full  effect  upon 
its  acceptance  during  the  current  year  by  vote  of 
the  city  council  of  said  city,  subject  to  the  pro- 
visions of  its  charter,  but  not  otherwise." 

On  December  31,  1945,  your  Honorable  Body 
passed,  and  the  then  Mayor  approved,  the  following 
order: 

"Ordered,  That  chapter  622  of  the  Acts  of  1945, 
entitled  '  An  Act  Authorizing  the  Payment  by  the 
Commonwealth  to  the  Conners  Brothers  Company 
of  a  Certain  Sum  of  Money  in  Settlement  of  a 
Claim'  be,  and  hereby  is,  accepted." 

The  proceedings  in  the  City  Council  on 
December  31,  1945,  before  the  passage  of  the 
order  indicate  that  your  Honorable  Body  intended 
not  only  to  accept  the  Act  but  also  to  direct  the 
City  Treasurer  to  pay  to  the  Commonwealth  the 
city's  proportion  upon  certification  by  the  State 
Treasurer.  Technically,  however,  the  order  passed 
simply  accepts  the  Act.  The  State  Treasurer  has 
certified  that  the  city's  proportion  of  the  amount 
authorized  to  be  paid  to  The  Conners  Bros.  Com- 
pany by  St.   1945,  c.  622,  is  thirty-two  hundred 


dollars  ($3,200);  but  said  sum  cannot  be  paid  in 
the  absence  of  an  order  directing  its  payment. 
That  the  intent  of  the  city  officials  on  December  31, 
1945,  may  be  effectuated,  I  recommend  the  passage 
of  the  accompanying  order. 

Respectfully, 
James  M.  Curley,  Mayor. 

Ordered,  That  under  authority  of  chapter  six 
hundred  and  twenty-two  of  the  Acts  of  nineteen 
hundred  and  forty-five,  entitled  "An  Act  Authoriz- 
ing the  Payment  by  the  Commonwealth  to  The 
Conners  Bros.  Company  of  a  Certain  Sum  of 
Money  in  Settlement  of  a  Claim,"  the  sum  of 
thirty-two  hundred  dollars  be  paid  by  the  City 
Treasurer  from  the  Contingent  Fund  to  the 
Commonwealth  of  Massachusetts,  said  sum  being 
the  amount  certified  by  the  State  Treasurer  under 
said  chapter. 

Referred  to  Executive  Committee. 


APPROPRIATION   FOR   STATE-BOSTON 

RETIREMENT   SYSTEM. 
The  following  was  received: 

City  of  Boston, 
Office  of  the  Mayor,  December  16,  1946. 
To  the  City  Council. 

Gentlemen, —  The  attached  request  from  the 
chairman  of  the  Boston  Retirement  Board  for  an 
appropriation  of  $10,000,  to  meet  the  pension  lia- 
bilities of  the  city  under  the  State-Boston  Retire- 
ment System  for  the  months  of  November  and 
December  of  the  current  year,  has  my  approval. 

I  am  forwarding  herewith  an  order  transferring 
the  said  sum  of  $10,000  from  the  Reserve  Fund, 
and  respectfully  recommend  consideration  and 
adoption  by  your  Honorable  Body. 

Respectfully, 
James  M.  Curley,  Mayor. 

City  of  Boston, 
Boston  Retirement  Board, 
December  10,  1946. 
Hon.  James  M.  Curley, 

Mayor  of  Boston. 
Dear  Sir, —  In  order  to  meet  the  pension  liabili- 
ties of  the  city  under  the  State-Boston  Retirement 
System  for  the  months  of  November  and  December 
of  the  current  year,  it  will  be  necessary  to  transfer 
from  some  available  source  to  the  State-Boston 
Retirement  System  Pension  Fund,  the  sum  of 
$10,000;  therefore,  the  Board  respectfully  requests 
that  the  same  be  made  available. 

Very  truly  yours, 
W.  J.  Doyle,  Chairman. 

Ordered,  That  in  accordance  with  the  provisions 
of  section  3B  of  chapter  486  of  the  Acts  of  1909, 
as  amended  by  chapter  604  of  the  Acts  of  1941, 
the  City  Auditor  be,  and  hereby  is,  authorized  to 
transfer: 

From  the  appropriation  for  Reserve  Fund, 
$10,000,  to  the  appropriation  for  Special  Appro- 
priation, State-Boston  Retirement  System  Pension 
Fund,  $10,000. 

Referred  to  Executive  Committee. 


SALARY   ADJUSTMENTS   IN   COUNTY 

COMPENSATION   PLAN. 
The  following  was  received: 

City  of  Boston, 
Office  of  the  Mayor,  December  16,  1946. 
To  the  City  Council. 

Gentlemen, —  I  transmit  herewith  recommenda- 
tions of  the  Budget  Commissioner  concerning 
salary  adjustments  in  the  County  Compensation 
Plan. 

The  purpose  of  these  recommendations  is  to 
make  it  possible  for  county  employees  to  receive 
the  same  cost  of  living  increase  as  city  employees. 
I  am  in  agreement  with  the  recommendations  of 
the  Budget  Commissioner,  and  I  respectfully 
recommend  passage  of  the  accompanying  order  by 
your  Honorable  Body  in  sufficient  time  so  that  it 
may  be  possible  to  institute  these  increases  for 
county  employees  on  January  1,  1947. 

Respectfully, 
James  M.  Curley,  Mayor. 
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CITY     COUNCIL. 


City  of  Boston, 
Rudg.-t  Department,  December  16,  1940. 
Po  tin'  Mayor  and  City  Council. 

Honorable  dear  Sirs, —  In  order  that  the  officers 
and  employees  of  Suffolk  County,  whose  compen- 
sation is  controlled  under  the  provisions  of  the 
Compensation  and  Classification  Plans,  may  be 
granted  the  same  consideration  the  Mayor  has 
authorized  for  city  employees  in  the  matter  of  a 
general  compensation  adjustment,  it  is  necessary 
to  make  a  revision  in  the  County  Compensation 
Schedules. 

The  Mayor's  authorization  comprises  two  steps: 
First,  the  present  Emergency  Compensation  Allot- 
ment payments  are  to  be  made  a  part  of  the  regular 
compensation;  and  second,  an  additional  increase 
of  $200  is  to  be  granted  to  all  employees,  excepting 
those  who  have  in  recent  years  received  exceptional 
or  extraordinary  treatment  in  the  matter  of  in- 
creased compensation,  both  of  these  adjustments 
to  be  effective  January  1,  1947. 

Under  the  provisions  of  Rule  7  of  the  "Rules  for 
the  Administration  of  Classification  and  Compen- 
sation Plans  for  the  Employees  of  Suffolk  County," 
I  submit  the  following  recommendations  for  the 
revision  of  the  schedules  of  compensation: 

1.  In  all  classifications,  under  the  ranges  of 
compensation  on  an  annual  basis,  increase  $400 
the  minima,  maxima,  and  intermediate  increments. 

2.  In  all  classifications,  under  the  ranges  of 
compensation  on  a  weekly  basis,  increase  $7.08 
the  minima,  maxima,  and  intermediate  increments. 

3.  In  all  classifications,  except  County  Auditor, 
County  Treasurer,  and  Deputy  County  Auditor, 
on  a  fixed  salary  basis,  increase  the  same  $400. 

4.  In  all  classifications,  except  Laborer,  on  a 
flat  wage  basis,  increase  the  weekly  wage  $7.68. 
Increase  the  weekly  wage  in  the  classification 
Laborer  to  $38.76. 

5.  In  all  classifications,  under  the  ranges  of 
compensation,  the  salary  of  which  is  on  an  annual 
basis  with  a  maximum  which  is  not  to  be  exceeded, 
increase  each  maximum  by  $400. 

6.  In  the  classification  "Copyist",  under  the 
range  of  compensation,  increase  the  established 
rates  as  follows: 

Record  pages,  ten  cents  ($0.10)  per  page  of 
approximately  forty  (40)  lines. 

Certified  copies,  five  cents  ($0.05)  per  page  of 
approximately  twenty-five  (25)  lines. 

Collectors'  notices,  ten  cents  ($0.10)   per  page. 

Water  liens,  ten  cents  ($0.10)  per  page. 

The  above  increases  in  piecework  compensa- 
tion have  been  arrived  at  after  consultation  with 
the  Register  of  Deeds,  and  are  based  on  the 
average  annual  earnings  of  Copyists,  and  will 
increase  their  future  earnings  approximately  in 
the  same  proportion  as  other  county  employees 
whose  salaries  are  on  an  annual  or  weekly  basis. 

7.  In  all  classifications  affected  by  the  fore- 
going revisions  there  shall  be  no  changes  in  the 
duties  as  defined  in  the  County  Compensation 
and   Classification  Plans. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

John    A.    Sullivan, 
Budget    Commissioner. 

Ordered,  That  the  Compensation  and  Classifica- 
tion Plans  for  the  Officers  and  Employees  of 
Suffolk  County,  as  amended,  be,  and  the  same 
hereby  are,  further  amended,  to  be  effective 
January  1,  1947,  as  follows: 

1.  In  all  classifications,  under  the  ranges  of 
compensation  on  an  annual  basis,  increase  $400 
the  minima,  maxima,  and  intermediate  increments. 

2.  In  all  classifications,  under  the  ranges  of 
compensation  on  a  weekly  basis,  increase  $7.68 
the  minima,  maxima,  and  intermediate  increments. 

3.  In  all  classifications,  except  County  Auditor, 
County  Treasurer,  and  Deputy  County  Auditor, 
on  a  fixed  salary  basis,  increase  the  same  $400. 

4.  In  all  classifications,  except  Laborer,  on  a 
flat,  wage  basis,  increase  the  weekly  wage  $7.08. 
Increase  the  weekly  wage  in  the  classification 
Laborer  to  $38.70. 

5.  In  all  classifications,  under  the  ranges  of 
compensation,  the  salary  of  which  is  on  an  annual 
basin  with  a  maximum  which  is  not  to  be  exceeded, 
increase  each  maximum  by  $400. 

6.  In  the  classification  "Copyist",  under  the 
ranges  of  compensation,  increase  the  established 
rates  as  follows: 

Record  pages,  ten  cents  ($0.10)  per  page  of 
approximately  forty  (40)  lines. 

Certified  copies,  five  cents  ($0.05)  per  page  of 
approximately  twenty-five  (25)  lines. 


Collectors'   notices,  ten  cents  ($0.10)   per  page. 

Water  liens,  ten  cents  ($0.10)  per  page. 

7.  In  all  classifications  affected  by  the  fore- 
going revisions  there  shall  be  no  changes  in  the 
duties  as  defined  in  the  County  Compensation 
and  Classification  Plans. 

Referred  to  Committee  on  County  Accounts. 


APPROPRIATION  FROM  PARKMAN  FUND 
INCOME. 

The  following  was  received: 

Citv   of   Boston, 
Office  of  the  Mayor,  December  16,  1946. 
To  the  City  Council. 

Gentlemen, —  I  am  in  receipt  of  the  attached 
communication  from  the  Board  of  Park  Com- 
missioners requesting  the  appropriation  of  $7,161168 
from  the  income  of  the  George  F.  Parkman  Fund, 
to  be  expended  under  the  direction  of  the  Board  of 
Park  Commissioners  for  the  Maintenance  and 
Improvement  of  the  Common  and  Parks  in 
Existence  on  January  12,  1887. 

The  1946  budget  estimates  of  the  personal 
service  requirements  of  the  Park  Department 
included  an  estimate  of  the  total  income  of  $211,000 
from  the  Parkman  Fund.  The  budget  allowances 
made  provision  for  the  appropriation  of  this 
income  as  it  accrued  for  the  purpose  of  defraying 
the  cost  of  work  actually  performed  on  the  Com- 
mon and  Parks  in  Existence  on  January  12,  1887. 

I  submit  herewith  an  order  appropriating  the 
sum  of  $7,161.68,  the  accrued  income  now  available 
from  the  Parkman  Fund,  and  respectfully  recom- 
mend its  immediate  passage  by  your  Honorable 
Body. 

Respectfully, 
James  M.  Corley,  Mayor. 

City     of     Boston, 
Park  Department,  December  16,  1946. 
Hon  James  M.  Curley, 

Mayor  of  Boston. 
Dear  Sir, —  By  vote  of  the  Board  of  Park  Com- 
missioners, you  are  respectfully  asked  to  request 
the  City  Council  to  transfer  from  the  income  of 
the  George  F.  Parkman  Fund  the  sum  on  $7,161.68 
which  is  now  available,  to  be  expended  under  the 
direction  of  the  Board  of  Park  Commissioners  as 
follows: 

Common   and   Parks   in   Existence   on 
January  12,  1887,  Maintenance  and 

Improvement  of $7,161.68 

When  making  up  the  budget  estimates  for  the 
year  1946,  a  sum  equal  to  the  total  yearly  income 
of  the  George  F.  Parkman  Fund  was  deducted 
from  Item  A-l,  Permanent  Employees,  with  the 
understanding  that  this  deduction  was  to  be 
replaced  by  the  total  yearly  income  of  said  Park- 
man  Fund  for  1946,  to  be  transferred  as  it  accrued 
from  time  to  time  during  the  year  to  the  regular 
maintenance  appropriation  of  the  Park  Depart- 
ment. 

Respectfully  yours, 
William  P.  Long,  Chairman. 

Ordered,  That  the  sum  of  $7,161.68  be,  and 
hereby  is,  appropriated  from  the  income  of  the 
George  F.  Parkman  Fund,  to  be  expended  under 
the  direction  of  the  Park  Commissioners,  for  the 
Maintenance  and  Improvement  of  the  Common 
and  Parks  in  Existence  on  January  12,  1887,  as 
follows: 
Common     and     Parks     in     Existence 

on   January    12,    1887,    Maintenance 

and  Improvement  of $7,161  68 

Referred  to  Executive  Committee. 


TRANSFERS      WITHIN      AND      BETWEEN 
DEPARTMENTAL   APPROPRIATIONS. 

The  following  was  received: 

City  of  Boston, 
Office  of  the  Mayor,  December  16,  1946. 
To  the  City  Council. 

Gentlemen, — ■  The  inclosed  requests  for  transfer 
of  appropriations,  together  with  the  accompanying 
orders,  are  forwarded  for  consideration  and  adop- 
tion by  your  Honorable  Body. 

Respectfully, 
James  M.  Curley,  Mayor. 


DECEMBER     16,     1946. 
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Ordered,  That  in  accordance  with  the  provisions 
of  section  3B  of  chapter  486  of  the  Acts  of  1909,  as 
amended  by  chapter  604  of  the  Acts  of  1941,  the 
City  Auditor  be,  and  hereby  is,  authorized  to 
transfer: 

From  the  appropriation  for  Snow  Removal, 
$75,000,  to  the  appropriation  for  Hospital  De- 
partment, $75,000. 

Ordered,  That  in  accordance  with  the  provisions 
of  section  3B  of  chapter  486  of  the  Acts  of  1909,  as 
amended  by  chapter  604  of  the  Acts  of  1941,  the 
City  Auditor  be,  and  hereby  is,  authorized  to 
transfer: 

From  the  appropriation  for  Public  Welfare 
Department,  Central  Office,  $1,300,  to  the  appro- 
priation for  Public  Welfare  Department,  Tem- 
porary Home,  $1,300. 

Ordered,  That  in  accordance  with  the  provisions 
of  section  3B  of  chapter  486  of  the  Acts  of  1909,  as 
amended  by  chapter  604  of  the  Acts  of  1941,  the 
City  Auditor  be,  and  hereby  is,  authorized  to 
transfer : 

From  the  appropriation  for  Municipal  Court, 
Roxbury  District,  $1,000,  Municipal  Court,  West 
Roxbury  District,  $500,  Medical  Examiner  Service, 
Northern  Division,  $500,  $2,000,  to  the  appro- 
priation for  Municipal  Court,  City  of  Boston, 
$2,000. 

Ordered,  That  in  accordance  with  the  provisions 
of  section  3B  of  chapter  486  of  the  Acts  of  1909,  as 
amended  by  chapter  604  of  the  Acts  of  1941,  the 
City  Auditor  be,  and  hereby  is,  authorized  to 
transfer: 

From  the  appropriation  for  Granite  Avenue 
Bridge,  $750,  to  the  appropriation  for  Municipal 
Court,  Charlestown  District,  $750. 

Referred  to  Executive  Committee. 


APPOINTMENT  OF   DAVID  J.   BRICKLEY". 

The  following  was  received: 

City  of  Boston, 
Office  of  the  Mayor,  December  16,  1946. 
To  the  City  Council. 

Gentlemen, —  In  order  to  comply  with  the 
provisions  of  chapter  599  of  the  Acts  of  1946,  an 
ordinance  has  been  submitted  to  your  Honorable 
Body  establishing  a  Department  of  Veterans' 
Services.  This  ordinance  is  now  awaiting  your 
action. 

To  further  comply  with  the  provisions  of  the 
aforesaid  Act  of  the  Legislature,  it  is  necessary 
that  the  Director  of  the  Veterans'  Service  Depart- 
ment be  appointed  by  the  Mayor,  and  such  ap- 
pointment approved  by  the  City  Council.  I, 
therefore,  hereby  appoint  David  J.  Brickley,  of 
296  Temple  Street,  West  Roxbury,  to  be  Director 
of  Veterans'  Services,  and  I  respectfully  request 
approval  of  said  appointment  by  your  Honorable 
Body. 

Respectfully, 
James  M.  Cubley,  Mayor. 

Ordered,  That  the  appointment  by  his  Honor 
the  Mayor,  of  David  J.  Bri  kley,  to  be  Director  of 
Veterans'  Services  of  the  City  of  Boston,  for  the 
term  ending  April  30,  1950,  be,  and  hereby  is, 
confirmed  and  approved. 

Referred  to  Committee  on  Constables  and 
Confirmations. 


APPOINTMENT  OF  GEORGE  T.  SULLIVAN. 
The  following  was  received: 

City  of  Boston, 
Office  of  the  Mayor,  December  16,  1946. 
To  the  City  Council. 

Gentlemen,— -I  hereby  appoint,  subject  to  con- 
firmation of  your  Honorable  Body,  George  T. 
Sullivan  of  1102  Morton  street,  Dorchester,  to  be 
an  Assistant  Director  of  Veterans'  Services. 

Mr.  Sullivan  has  been  an  employee  of  the 
Soldiers'  Relief  Department  for  the  past  twenty- 
five  years.  He  is  thoroughly  conversant  with  the 
problems  of  the  veteran,  and  will,  in  my  opinion, 
be  a  valuable  official  in  the  Veterans'  Service 
Department.  Mr.  Sullivan  is  a  veteran. 
Respectfully, 
James  M.  Cubley,  Mayor. 


Ordered,  That  the  appointment  by  his  Honor 
the  Mayor,  of  George  T.  Sullivan,  to  be  an  As- 
sistant Director  of  Veterans'  Services,  be,  and 
hereby  is,  approved  and  confirmed. 

Referred  to  the  Committee  on  Constables  and 
Confirmations. 


APPOINTMENT   OF   DEPUTY    DIRECTORS 
OF   VETERANS'   SERVICES. 
The  following  was  received: 

City  of  Boston, 
Office  of  the  Mayor,  December  16,  1946. 
To  the  City  Council. 

Gentlemen, — Under  the  provisions  of  chapter 
599  of  the  Acts  of  1946,  I  hereby  appoint  George  J. 
Devin  of  82  Regent  street,  Roxbury,  and  Thomas 
J.  Sheehan  of  1066  Canterbury  street,  Roslindale, 
to  be  Deputy  Directors  of  Veterans'  Services. 

These  gentlemen,  both  veterans,  have  served  in 
the  office  of  the  Soldiers'  Relief  Commissioner  for 
periods  of  eighteen  and  fifteen  years,  respectively, 
and  both  are  exceptionally  qualified  for  the 
position  of  deputy  director. 

In    order   that   the    Department   of    Veterans' 
Services  may  begin  functioning  on  January  1,  1947, 
as  required  by  law,  I  respectfully  request  approval 
of  your  Honorable  Body  of  these  appointments. 
Respectfully, 
James  M    Cubley,  Mayor. 

Ordered,  That  the  appointment  by  his  Honor 
the  Mayor,  of  Thomas  J.  Sheehan,  to  be  Deputy 
Director  of  Veterans'  Services  of  the  City  of 
Boston,  be,  and  hereby  is,  confirmed  and  approved. 

Ordered,  That  the  appointment  by  his  Honor 
the  Mayor,  of  George  J.  Devin,  to  be  Deputy 
Director  of  Veterans'  Services  of  the  City  of 
Boston,  be,  and  hereby  is,  confirmed  and  approved. 

Referred  to  the  Committee  on  Constables  and 
Confirmations. 


PETITIONS   REFERRED. 

The  following  petitions  were  received  and 
referred  to  the  committees  named,  viz.: 

Claims. 
Joseph  Ballota,  for  compensation  for  damage 
to  car  by  fire  apparatus. 

Charles  Cady,  for  compensation  for  damage  to 
truck  by  truck  of  Fire  Department. 

Valentine  Codding,  Jr.,  for  compensation  for  loss 
of  jacket  at  City  Hospital. 

James  E.  Cox,  to  be  reimbursed  for  accident 
which  occurred  while  in  performance  of  duty  as 
employee  of  Public  Works  Department. 

Eleanor  Grant,  for  compensation  for  injuries 
caused  by  an  alleged  defect  at  Harvard  place  and 
Washington  street. 

William  F.  Hooley,  to  be  reimbursed  for  execu- 
tion issued  against  him. 

Arthur  Kress,  for  compensation  for  damage  to 
car  by  police  motorcycle. 

Arthur  E.  Mayo,  to  be  reimbursed  for  accident 
which  occurred  while  in  performance  of  duty  as 
employee  of  Park  Department. 

James  E.  McCall,  for  compensation  for  damage 
to  car  by  city  car. 

John  P.  Nickerson,  for  compensation  for  loss  of 
overcoat  at  Boston  City  Hospital. 

William  M.  and  Evelyn  M.  Tolman,  for  com- 
pensation for  damage  to  car  by  fire  truck. 

Peter  Veino,  for  compensation  for  loss  of  clothing 
at  City  Hospital. 

John  Weisman,  for  compensation  for  damage  to 
property  at  19  Cellar  street,  caused  by  water  Deing 
shut  off. 

Executive. 

Petition  of  Ethel  M.  Fitzgerald,  to  be  paid 
annuity  on  account  of  death  of  her  husband, 
James  L.  Fitzgerald,  late  member  of  Police  De- 
partment. 

Committee  on  Licenses. 

Petition  to  operate  bowling  alleys-  on  the  Lord's 
Day:  The  Congress  riilliard  &  Bowling  Supply  Co. ; 
Clement  J.  Dore,  at  1505  Veteran  of  Foreign  Wars 
Parkway,  West  Roxbury. 

Petitions  for  driveway  openings:  Coventry 
Realty  Trust,  at  15  Coventry  street;  Sun  Spots, 
Inc.,  at  270  Rutherford  avenue,  Louis  Gateman, 
at  1981-1997  Washington  street,  Ward  9. 
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CITY    COUNCIL. 


OFFERS   TO   PURCHASE   LAND   AT 
CLEVELAND   CIRCLE. 
The  following  were  received: 

Exchange  Realty  Company. 
40  Court  Street,  Boston,  Mass. 

December  10,  1940. 
City  of  Boston, 
Boston,  Mass. 
Dear    Sirs, —  We    hereby    offer    to    purchase    a 
certain    parcel   of   land   at   Cleveland   circle,   con- 
taining 31,308  square  feet,  adjoining  land  now  or 
formerly  of  Allston  Theatre,   Inc.,   and  having  a 
frontage  on  Chestnut  Hill  avenue  of  125.03  feet, 
free  and  clear  of  all  encumbrances  except  sewer 
rights  and  easements,  for  the  sum  of  $55,000. 

This  offer  is  made  upon  the  express  condition 
that  the  property  shall  be  zoned  for  commercial 
purposes. 

A  check  for  $10,000  payable  to  the  City  of 
Boston  is  deposited  herewith  as  evidence  of  good 
faith,  which,  if  the  offer  is  accepted,  is  to  be  applied 
toward  the  payment  of  the  purchase  price.  The 
balance  of  the  purchase  price  is  to  be  paid  in  cash 
or  bv  certified  check  on  delivery  of  the  deed. 

Papers  shall  pass-in  00  days  after  the  acceptance 
of  this  offer,  unless  some  other  time  is  mutually 
agreed  upon. 

Exchange  Realty  Company, 

Edith  J.  Alley,  Treasurer. 

New  England  Land  Company, 
75  Federal  Street,  Boston  10,  Mass. 

December  13,  1940. 
Mr.  John  B.  Hynes, 

City  Council,  Gity  Hall. 
Dear  Sir, —  Enclosed  herewith  you   will  find  a 
copy  of  the  letter  to  Ms  Honor  Mayor  Curley  in 
which   we  offer   to   purchase   the   vacant  land  in 
Cleveland  circle  for  a  price  of  $51,100. 

We  have  also  sent  a  copy  of  this  letter  to  the 
President  of  the  City  Council.  Will  you  please, 
as  Secretary  of  the  Council,  call  this  offer  to  the 
attention  of  that  Body  and  ask  them  to  consider 
it  in  connection  with  the  order  which  is  pending 
before  them. 

Very  truly  yours, 
New  England  Land  Company, 
Albert  H.  Hyland,  President. 

Boston,  December  13,  1940. 
Hon.  James  M.  Curley,  Mayor, 
City  Hall,  Boston. 

Your  Honor, —  This  company  makes  an  offer 
to  purchase  from  the  City  of  Boston  for  a  price  of 
$51,100  the  vacant  land  on  the  south  side  of 
Chestnut  Hill  avenue,  at  Cleveland  circle,  Brighton, 
containing  about  33,000  square  feet  of  land.  This 
property  is  more  particularly  described  on  a  plan 
of  the  City  of  Boston  marked  "City  of  Boston, 
Chestnut  Hill  Avenue,  Brighton,  October  25, 
1940." 

You  will  find  enclosed  herewith  certified  check  of 
our  attorneys,  payable  to  the  City  of  Boston,  in 
in  the  sum  of  $10,000,  as  evidence  that  this  offer 
is  made  in  good  faith,  this  amount  to  be  used  as 
part  payment  of  the  purchase  price  upon  the 
acceptance  of  this  offer. 

In  the  event  that  this  offer  is  accepted,  it  is 
planned  to  erect  upon  this  property  a  modern 
super  market,  together  with  other  stores,  which 
buildings  and  other  improvements  will  neces- 
sitate an  expenditure  of  not  less  than  $125,000 
in  addition  to  the  cost  of  the  land. 

Upon  the  acceptance  of  this  offer  we  shall  be 
prepared  to  receive  title  to  the  premises  and  to 
pay  the  balance  of  the  purchase  price,  both  with- 
out delay,  subject,  of  course,  to  a  report  upon  the 
title  by  our  legal  counsel. 

Would  you  please  refer  this  offer  to  the  City 
Council  or  to  the  committee  which  has  charge 
hereof  in  the  hope  that  the  offer  can  be  accepted 
by  the  proper  authorities. 

Very  truly  yours, 
New  England  Land  Company, 
Albert  H.  Hyland,  President. 

Severally  referred  to  the  Executive  Committee. 


CONSTABLES'    BONDS. 

The  constables'  bonds  of  Bert  Oppenheim  and 
Lewis  Gilbert,  having  been  duly  approved  by  the 
City  Treasurer,  were  received  and  approved  by 
the  Council. 


CONSOLIDATION   OF   PRECINCTS, 
WARDS    1   TO   4. 
The  following  was  received: 

City  of  Boston, 
Board  of  Election  Commissioners, 

December  12,  1946. 
Mr.  John  B.  Hynes,  City  Clerk, 
Room  31,  Gity  Hall,  Boston. 
Dear  Sir, — The  following  is  a  vote  of  the  Board 
of   Election   Commissioners   taken   under  date   of 
November  15,  1946: 

Voted,  to  decrease  the  number  of  precincts  in 
Ward  1,  from  24  to  12  in  number;  in  Ward  2, 
from  17  to  8  in  number;  in  Ward  3,  from  19  to 
12  in  number;  in  Ward  4,  from  15  to  10  in  number. 
These  decreases  (consolidation  of  precincts) 
have  been  made  possible  by  the  installation  of 
voting  machines.  These  changes,  which  will 
make  a  total  of  362  precincts  in  the  City  of  Boston, 
are  set  forth  in  the  description  accompanying  this 
letter. 

The  new  precinct  lines  are  to  become  effective 
for  the  police  listing  of  January  1,  1947. 
Very  truly  yours, 
Board  of  Election  Commissioners, 
Everett  R.  Prodt, 
Commissioner  and  Secretary. 
Placed  on  file. 


SALARY   INCREASE,   HOUSE  OF 
DETENTION  EMPLOYEES. 
The  following  was  received: 

City  of  Boston, 
Police  Department,  December  13,  1940. 
Mr.  John  B.  Hynes, 

City  Clerk,  City  Hall. 

Dear  Sir, — In  accordance  with  provisions  of 
chapter  147,  section  19,  General  Laws  (Ter.  Edit.), 
concurrent  approval  is  requested  of  the  Honorable 
City  Council  in  establishment  of  annual  basic 
salaries  paid  to  certain  employees  of  the  House  of 
Detention  of  this  department,  listed  as  follows,  to 
be  effective  as  of  January  1,  1947: 

Chief  Matron,  from  $1,900  a  year  to  $2,250  a 
year;  Assistant  Chief  Matron,  from  $1,700  a  year 
to  $2,050  a  year;  Assistant  Matron,  from  $1,600 
a  year  to  $1,950  a  year;  Permanent  Substitute 
Assistant  Matron,  from  $1,600  a  year  to  $1,950  a 
year. 

Explanation. — It  is  understood  that  payment  of 
said  salaries  and  wages  is  dependent  upon  an 
appropriation  being  made  by  the  City  Council  in 
advance  of  the  actual  payment,  in  accordance 
with  Circular  Letter  No.  23,  dated  December  2, 
1946,  issued  by  Office  of  the  Mayor,  City  Hall, 
Boston,  to  Heads  of  City  and  County  Depart- 
ments (who)  are  authorized  to  provide  for  all 
positions,  "Other  than  Those  the  Compensation  of 
which  is  Fixed  by  Statute  or  Ordinance." 

In  the  letter  of  his  Honor  the  Mayor  it  is 
proposed  to  make  all  existing  E.  C.  A.  rates  per- 
manent and  to  allow  a  permanent  $200  increase  to 
employees. 

Very  truly  yours, 
T.  F.  Sullivan,  Police  Commissioner. 
Referred  to  Executive  Gommittee. 


HOUSING   FOR   VETERANS. 

A  communication  was  received  from  the  State 
Board  of  Housing  concerning  public  hearing  held 
December  13,  1946,  at  City  Hall  concerning  need 
of  veterans'  housing,  and  adoption  of  a  resolution 
that  an  acute  shortage  of  housing  exists  which 
can  only  be  relieved  by  action  of  the  city  under 
section  6  of  chapter  372  of  the  Acts  of  1946. 

Placed  on  file. 


RANGE   OF   COMPENSATION   IN   CLASSI- 
FICATION  "VISITOR." 
The  following  was  received : 

City  of  Boston, 
Budget  Department,  December  16,  1946. 
To  the  City  Council. 

Gentlemen, — Your  order  passed  December  2, 
1946,  for  an  amendment  of  the  Compensation  and 
Classification  Plans  for  the  Officers  and  Employees 
of  Suffolk  County,  to  change  the  range  of  com- 
pensation in  the  classification  "Visitor,"  has  been 
considered,   and   I  approve  of  the  same.     Upon 
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investigation  I  find  that  the  duties  of  Parole  Agent 
and  Visitor  are  so  similar  in  nature  that  there 
appears  to  be  no  definite  reason  why  both  classifi- 
cations should  not  receive  the  same  rate  of  com- 
pensation, particularly  in  view  of  the  fact  that  the 
only  employees  with  these  classifications  are  con- 
nected with  the  Penal  Institutions  Department. 

Therefore,  I  am  of  the  opinion  that  this  is  a 
proper  and  necessary  amendment  to  the  Com- 
pensation Plan. 

Respectfully  submitted, 
John  A.  Sullivan, 

Budget  Commissioner. 
Referred  to  the  Committee  on  County  Accounts. 


REPORT    OF    COMMITTEE    ON    COUNTY 
ACCOUNTS. 

Coun.  BRYAN,  for  the  Committee  on  County 
Accounts,  submitted  the  following: 

Report  on  order  (referred  December  2)  to  amend 
Compensation  and  Classification  Plans  by  changing 
range  of  compensation  for  classification  "Visitor" 
— that  same  ought  to  pass. 

Report  accepted;  said  order  passed. 


APPROPRIATION   FOR   SOCIAL   LAW 
LIBRARY. 

President  KELLY  offered  the  following: 
Ordered,  That  there  be  allowed  and  paid  to  the 
proprietors  of  the  Social  Law  Library  the  sum  of 
one  thousand  dollars  ($1,000)  for  the  maintenance 
and  enlargement  of  said  library,  said  sum  to  be 
charged  to  the  appropriation  for  County  of  Suffolk, 
Social  Law  Library. 
Passed  under  suspension  of  the  rule. 


RE-ESTABLISHMENT        OF        FIVE-CENT 
FARE   ZONES. 

Coun.  MADDEN  and  KEENAN  offered  the 
following: 

Ordered,  That  the  trustees  of  the  Boston  Ele- 
vated Railway  be  requested  by  his  Honor  the 
Mayor  to  consider  the  re-establishment  of  five- 
cent  fare  zones  in  the  various  sections  of  Boston 
because  of  the  hardship  caused  shoppers  and 
workers  in  many  areas.  In  any  event  the  fare 
shall  not  be  more  than  five  cents  for  persons  going 
to  and  from  church  on  Sundays. 

Coun.  MADDEN— Mr.  President,  I  realize  that 
the  Boston  Elevated  may  or  may  not  be  operating 
at  a  deficit.  I  have  no  quarrel  with  some  of  the 
Boston  Elevated  men  whom  I  believe  are  very 
conscientious  men.  But  I  feel  in  view  of  the  fact 
that  the  State  Legislature  has  seen  fit  to  literally 
adopt  the  Boston  Elevated  Company  and  whereas 
they  seem  to  be  immune  from  examination,  it  does 
not  seem  quite  fair  to  me  that  they  at  this  time, 
without  any  hearing  and  without  any  apparent 
justification,  without  giving  the  people  their  day 
in  court,  raise  the  fares  on  short  hauls  throughout 
the  system.  I  do  not  know  the  conditions  in  the 
other  wards.  I  do  know  in  my  ward  we  have  a  bus 
line  running  down  Market  street,  three-quarters  of 
a  mile  from  the  shopping  center.  For  many  years 
people  have  been  going  to  Brighton  Center  to  do 
their  shopping.  Now,  under  the  terms  of  the  new 
order,  they  will  have  to  pay  ten  cents,  of  course. 
It  is  the  same  with  people  living  in  the  Oak  square 
section  who  want  to  go  to  Brighton  Center,  the  big  ' 
shopping  center.  Each  of  those  rides,  and  many 
others  throughout  every  section  of  the  city,  is 
apparently  less  than  a  mile  in  length.  It  seems 
to  me  there  is  not  much  justification  for  the  Ele- 
vated discontinuing  the  short  rides  without  at 
least  making  some  showing.  I  think  the  people 
of  Boston  are  entitled  to  the  courtesy  of  having 
the  Elevated  at  least  go  before  the  Public  Utilities 
Commission  or  some  other  authority  and  show 
why  it  was  absolutely  necessary  and  mandatory  at 
this  time  that  fares  be  raised.  It  does  not  make 
sense  to  charge  people  ten  cents  for  half  a  mile  ride 
while  other  people  can  ride  all  day  long,  mile  after 
mile,  for  the  same  fare. 

I  realize  the  Elevated  is  under  tremendous 
expense.  They  have  had  to  buy  new  equipment. 
There  is  no  question  but  what  they  have  raised 
the  salaries  of  employees  quite  a  bit.  However, 
I  think  that  this  is  quite  arbitrary  to  raise  fares. 


I  think  the  public  generally  are  entitled  to  a 
hearing.  Unless  it  can  be  shown  that  the  Elevated 
is  operating  in  short  hauls  at  a  loss,  the  people  are 
entitled  to  retain  the  same  old  fare  of  five  cents. 

Coun.  SCANNELL— Mr.  President,  I  want  to 
go  along  with  Councilor  Madden  on  this  order. 
In  my  district  in  South  Boston,  we  have  probably 
an  area  of  two  miles  into  the  subway  on  the 
Broadway  line.  It  was  very  funny  the  other  day 
to  see  a  child  get  on  a  street  car  no  more  than  six 
years  old.  The  conductor  demanded  that  the 
child  pay  ten  cents  car  fare  going  from  L  street  to 
F  street  on  a  North  Station  car.  The  same 
applies  to  the  South  Station.  There  should  be 
something  done  in  regard  to  raising  fares  on  these 
local  lines.  I  do  not  think  it  is  fair  for  the  Boston 
Elevated  Trustees  to  charge  ten  cents  in  my 
district,  as  in  Councilor  Madden's  district,  to  a 
person,  an  old  person,  going  four  or  five  blocks 
where  other  people  can  ride  nine  or  ten  miles  on 
a  ten-cent  fare.  Now,  there  are  old  folks  in  my 
district  on  the  upper  end  of  South  Boston  who 
come  down  to  the  shopping  area  six  or  seven 
blocks  away.  The  fare  is  ten  cents  down  and  ten 
cents  back.  Let  us  look  into  the  Elevated.  Let 
us  look  at  some  of  these  men  holding  big  jobs,  if 
they  want  to  raise  money.  Let  us  look  into  some 
of  the  ways  they  buy  some  of  this  equipment. 
We  can  save  some  real  money.  It  is  not  fair  to 
take  it  out  on  some  of  the  poor  people  in  my 
district  and  the  poor  people  of  some  of  the  other 
districts  represented  by  the  members  of  this  Body. 
The  rich  get  richer  and  the  poor  get  poorer.  The 
way  the  trustees  are  raising  these  fares, — I  do  not 
think  it  is  fair  for  the  trustees  to  do  that.  I  think 
they  should  amend  their  order  and  bring  back  the 
five-cent  line  in  my  district.  I  think  it  is  about 
•  time  the  Legislature,  at  least  the  Republican 
Legislature  that  threw  this  legislation  upon  the 
people  of  Boston  twenty  years  ago, — that  was  the 
time  something  should  have  been  done  about  it. 
It  is  about  time  that  the  state  or  city  buy  the 
Boston  Elevated  Railway.  That  is  when  the 
people  of  Boston  are  going  to  get  a  fair  break  as 
far  as  fares  and  services  on  the  road  are  concerned. 
Coun.  CANTWELL— Mr.  President,  I  am  in 
accord  with  Councilor  Madden's  order.  I  know 
it  will  affect  the  people  in  my  district  very  much. 
Some  of  the  factories  and  paper  mills  give  men  the 
opportunity  at  noontime  to  go  back  and  forth  to 
dinner.  It  is  going  to  add  a  considerable  amount 
and  cost  them  40  cents  a  day  to  get  back  and  forth 
to  work  and  home  to  dinner.  I  think  the  Elevated 
should  hold  up  that  until  the  state  has  a  chance 
to  audit  their  books  and  find  out  that  there  really 
is  a  deficit  or  whether  it  is  poor  management  of 
the  Elevated.  I  am  in  accord  with  Councilor 
Madden. 

Coun.  LINEHAN — Mr.  President,  some  years 
ago  I  was  very  fortunate  in  securing  a  five-cent 
fare  from  South  Boston  to  the  City  Hospital 
during  visiting  hours  in  the  hospital.  At  that 
time  I  think  we  proved  to  the  trustees  of  the 
Elevated  before  they  granted  us  the  right  to 
travel  to  the  hospital  for  five  cents,  it  would  be  a 
paying  proposition.  Up  to  this  time  I  have  been 
given  to  understand  it  was  a  paying  proposition  to 
pay  five  cents  for  the  ride.  There  are  many  other 
rides,  a  few  other  rides,  from  Councilor  Scannell's 
ward  into  the  South  Station,  a  run  of  about  two 
miles  I  would  say,  and  also  when  you  get  out  of 
Andrew  Square  going  to  Broadway,  a  distance  of 
half  or  three-quarters  of  a  mile,  where  you  get  a 
ride  for  five  cents.  It  seems  unfortunate  to  think 
the  Boston  Elevated  Trustees  believe  that  the 
school  riders  should  pay  10  cents  for  half  a  mile 
ride.  It  does  not  seem  like  good  business.  It  is 
my  understanding  every  line  from  South  Boston 
for  five  cents  going  to  the  City  Hospital  or  the 
center  of  Boston,  Kneeland  street, — every  one  of 
the  five-cent  lines  has  been  a  paying  proposition 
at  five  cents.  I  understand  that  the  Boston 
Elevated  Trustees  agree  that  they  are  paying  lines 
at  a  charge  of  five  cents  per  ride.  It  seems  to  me 
the  things  the  trustees  have  to  get  after  are  the 
things  that  are  not  paying.  For  example,  if  you 
are  going  to  Arlington  from  Dorchester  or  Ashmont 
for  a  ten-cent  ride  or  probably  about  ten  miles, 
certainly  the  people  out  there,  paying  ten  cents 
are  getting  much  more  than  the  people  from 
South  Boston  get  for  five  cents  when  they  ride 
half  a  mile.  That  goes  for  the  other  five-cent 
lines  throughout  Boston.  The  gentleman  from 
Ward  6  (Councilor  Scannell)  and  myself  spoke 
about  the  five-cent  lines.  We  realize  there  are 
other  sections  of  Boston  also  which  have  short 
hauls  for  five  cents.     It  seems  to  me  those  lines 
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which  are  not  paying  at  five  cents  probably  should 
be  raised  to  ten  cents.     All  those  lines  that  are 

Eaying  and  proving  profitable  for  the  Elevated  at 
ve  cents  should  not  be  increased.  Increase  those 
lines  that  are  losing.  That  seems  good  business. 
I  sincerely  hope  that  the  trustees  will  look  into 
this  matter  more  thoroughly  and  raise  the  lines 
that  are  unprofitable  and  not  raise  the  lines 
already  showing  a  good  profit.  I,  in  sincerity, 
hope  that  the  order  is  passed  which  the  gentleman 
from  Brighton  presented. 

Coun.  BRYAN — Mr.  President,  the  people  of 
my  district  strongly  oppose  the  rise  in  the  local 
fares  in  the  street  car  and  bus  lines.  On  Satur- 
day I  made  it  my  business  to  check  with  some 
of  the  operators  and  the  residents  of  my  district. 
They  have  made  it  kind  of  bad  for  the  operators 
on  street  cars  and  buses.  People  are  refusing  to 
pay  the  additional  fare.  They  put  a  nickel  in  the 
box.  On  the  transfer  lines,  some  of  the  men 
told  me  that  they  were  using  the  transfers  over 
again  to  go  back  instead  of  going  in  the  same 
direction  the  transfer  was  issued  for.  On  the 
local  five-cent  fares  I  believe  the  trustees  of  the 
Boston  Elevated  should  look  into  it  very  deeply 
and  give  the  people  a  break.  I  think  it  is  a  very 
bad  time  to  increase  the  fare,  especially  on  the 
short  runs.  I  want  to  go  along  with  Councilor 
Madden's  order. 

Coun.  KEENAN — Mr.  President,  I  introduced 
a  similar  order  last  week  relative  to  increases  of 
the  various  fares  of  the  Boston  Elevated.  I 
noticed  yesterday  as  I  was  going  to  church  quite 
a  number  of  elderly  people  going  less  than  half  a 
mile  were  charged  ten  cents.  Also  the  children 
going  to  the  movies  were  charged  ten  cents.  If 
Councilor  Madden  would  not  have  any  objection, 
I  would  like  to  have  my  name  go  on  the  order  and 
ask  that  an  amendment  be  made,  that  if  they  are 
going  to  keep  the  fares  at  ten  cents  the  Sunday 
fare  should  be  five  cents  for  people  going  to  church. 
I  hope  that  Councilor  Madden  has  no  objection. 

President  KELLY — Have  you  any  objection, 
councilor? 

Coun.  MADDEN — None  whatsoever. 

Coun.  RUSSO — Mr.  President,  may  I  have  the 
clerk  read  the  amendment? 

(The  clerk  read  the  order  and  the  amendment.) 

Coun.  RUSSO — Mr.  President,  I  am  heartily 
in  accord  with  the  order  presented.  I  feel  that 
the  Council  as  a  whole  is  of  the  same  opinion. 
Therefore,  I  do  not  want  to  take  more  time  to 
say  or  to  repeat  what  the  previous  councilors 
said.  We  feel  the  five-cent  fare  should  remain 
five  cents.  It  would  be  a  hardship  to  many 
working  people  who  have  to  take  a  bus  to  get  to 
work  or  to  their  destination,  if  this  increase  stays 
in  effect.  In  my  district  we  have  bus  lines  that 
were  receiving  a  five-cent  fare.  Many  of  them 
go  to  the  Massachusetts  General  Hospital  or  pass 
by  there.  People  do  take  the  Boston  Elevated 
and  pay  the  nickel  to  get  there  perhaps  no  more 
than  a  third  of  a  mile.  Therefore,  I  do  hope  the 
trustees  will  reconsider  their  move  and  let  the 
five-cent  fare  remain. 

Coun.  CHASE — Mr.  President,  speaking  on  the 
order,  I  feel,  sir,  that  the  Elevated  is  taking  undue 
advantage  over  the  car  riders  in  charging  an  extra 
five  cents  on  the  small  bus  rides.  I  am  of  the 
opinion  that  the  Elevated  in  the  past  four  or 
five  years  have  been  conducting  their  business 
at  a  profit.  Through  smart  bookkeeping  methods, 
they  have  been  able  to  produce  deficits.  I  think, 
Mr.  President,  if  the  authorities  were  to  thoroughly 
check  into  the  Elevated  books,  they  would  find, 
sir,  that  they  have  been  replacing  their  worn-out 
equipment  with  brand  new  cars  and  charging  it 
up  to  their  operation  of  business.  Under  normal 
conditions,  if  they  had  not  bought  the  new  cars 
they  would  be  operating  at  a  big  profit  and  not  a 
deficit.  I  think  the  Elevated  management  is 
grossly  guilty  of  mismanagement.  I  believe  that 
we  have  a  way  of  striking  back  at  the  Elevated 
if  we  see  fit  to  carry  it  through.  I  believe,  sir, 
we  have  the  power  to  invite  other  bus  lines  into 
the  city  of  Boston  and  ask  them  whether  or  not 
they  are  willing  to  carry  on  a  bus  line  business 
on  a  five-cent  basis  on  these  particular  routes. 
If  you  recall  some  time  ago  this  Council  threatened 
to  invite  outside  bus  lines  in,  in  competition  with 
the  Boston  Elevated  when  they  threatened  to 
increase  their  five-cent  bus  rates  to  ten  cents. 
I  think,  sir,  we  should  do  something  along  those 
lines.  If  an  outside  concern  is  willing  and  able 
to  carry  on  at  a  profit,  we  will  say  the  Huntington 
avenue  bus  line,  and  do  so  at  a  five-cent  fare,  I 
think   we   should   invite   these   outside   lines  in. 


I  contend,  sir,  that  the  bus  rides  in  my  district 
are  not  worth  more  than  five  cents  a  ride.  I  think, 
sir,  that  the  Elevated  is  stepping  beyond  the  realm 
of  reason  in  charging  their  car  riders  a  ten-cent 
fare  for  a  quarter  of  a  mile  ride  on  a  bus  and  ten 
cents  for  a  six  to  nine-mile  ride  from  Hyde  Park 
to  Arlington  Heights.  That  just  does  not  make 
reason.  Now  I  propose  that  we  invite  at  a  public 
hearing  all  outside  bus  lines  in  to  determine 
whether  or  not  they  would  be  willing  to  operate 
bus  lines  in  the  city  of  Boston  on  a  five-cent  basis. 
I  see  no  reason,  sir,  why  the  citizens  of  Boston 
should  be  compelled  to  pay  ten  cents  for  half  a 
mile  ride  or  a  mile  ride  when  people  from  Arlington 
Heights  and  other  places  can  ride  into  Boston 
on  a  six  or  seven-mile  ride  for  ten  cents.  I  think 
in  justice  to  the  people  of  the  city  of  Boston 
whom  we  represent  that  we  should  make  every 
effort  to  contact  the  management  of  the  Boston 
Elevated  to  hold  these  five-cent  lines  down  to 
five  cents.  One  way  we  can  do  it,  sir,  is  to  invite 
in  outsiders,  ask  them  if  they  are  willing  to  take 
franchises  on  the  streets  of  Boston  for  five-cent 
bus  lines.  I  think  you  would  be  surprised  as  to 
the  number  of  bus  lines  that  would  be  willing  to 
come  in.  I  propose  to  request  you,  as  President 
of  the  Council,  to  hold  a  public  hearing  inviting 
the  different  bus  lines  in  Massachusetts  in  here 
at  a  public  hearing  in  order  to  determine  whether 
or  not  they  would  be  willing  to  accept  franchises 
in  Boston  for  a  nickel  ride  on  bus  lines. 

Coun.  COOK — Mr.  President,  I  am  in  accord 
with  Councilor  Madden's  order  except  that  I  think 
that  it  is  too  limited.  I  do  not  see  why  shoppers 
or  workers  or  Sundays  are  the  only  things  we  have 
to  consider.  When  the  summer  comes  around,  or 
even  in  the  winter,  you  have  the  younger  people 
who  go  to  Franklin  Field  or  Franklin  Park  out  in 
my  district.  It  seems  to  me  that  the  order  that 
should  be  adopted  should  be  to  tell  the  Boston 
Elevated  they  had  better  stick  to  the  five-cent 
zone  for  the  benefit  of  all  the  people  of  Boston. 
There  are  too  many  factors  involved  for  the  City 
Council  to  try  to  tell  them  now  which  class  of 
people  should  not  come  under  the  ten-cent  fare. 
If  the  City  Council  has  any  power  at  all  to  ask 
them,  I  ask  you,  Mr.  President,  to  take  such  action 
as  will  stop  the  Boston  Elevated  continuing  the 
ten-cent  fare  throughout  the  city. 

Coun.  KINSELLA— Mr.  President,  the  Ele- 
vated is  looking  for  more  revenue.  It  seems  to 
me  they  might  devise  a  system  of  coupons  or  tokens 
and  sell  them  to  the  transfer  riders  at  two  for  a 
quarter,  which  would  mean  an  increase  of  two  and 
one  half  cents  in  the  ten-cent  fare  each  way.  Some 
years  ago  it  was  estimated  the  Elevated  handled 
139,000  people  an  hour.  It  is  obvious  that  the 
average  is  much  more  than  that  today.  By  com- 
parison, few,  if  any  of  them,  are  short  riders.  I 
know  that  in  Charlestown  we  have  a  condition 
that  is  to  be  matched  in  every  ward  in  the  city. 
For  example,  on  a  Sunday  morning  you  will  notice 
the  car  stops  as  close  as  half  a  dozen  streets  away 
from  church  where  you  will  find  elderly  people 
waiting  for  a  car  about  quarter  past  the  hour  to 
take  them  to  church  for  9.30,  10.30  or  11.30  or 
whatever  time  Mass  is  called.  They  ride  possibly 
a  distance  of  a  quarter  to  a  little  more  than  a 
quarter  of  a  mile  and  pay  five  cents  up  and  five 
cents  home.  This  is  true  also  at  night  during  the 
week  when  the  ladies,  the  young  women,  have 
their  sodality  meetings.  I  suppose  in  the  last 
analysis  it  is  what  it  is  worth  to  the  riders.  It  is 
immaterial  how  much  the  Elevated  charges.  It 
is  also  immaterial  whether  they  pick  a  bad  season 
of  the  3'ear.  I  do  not  think  it  is  any  more  com- 
fortable, for  example,  trudging  over  the  bridge 
from  Charlestown  when  the  thermometer  is  92  in 
July  and  August  than  it  is  uncomfortable  to  walk 
over  the  bridge  in  December  and  January  when 
the  thermometer  is  down  around  20  or  10  above. 
Whether  or  not  our  criticism  will  have  any  effect 
on  the  action  of  the  trustees  in  making  that  order, 
I  do  not  know.  I  think  if  we  speak  as  individual 
car  riders  perhaps  we  can  get  to  the  meat  of  the 
matter  rather  than  to  talk  for  people  who  probably 
are  content  with  paying  in  view  of  the  fact  they 
know  they  must  pay  or  walk.  We  have  a  metro- 
politan population  coming  into  Boston  of  1,500,000 
people  every  day.  We  were  reliably  informed 
there  were  5,000  or  6,000  automobiles  that  come 
in  from  suburban  Boston.  If  each  car  coming 
into  Boston  from  outside  Boston  every  day  carried 
five  persons,  it  makes  only  about  a  maximum  of 
30.0UO  people  coming  into  the  city  by  means  of 
automobiles.  Contrast  that  with  the  many  thou- 
sands that  you  will  see  between  7  and  9  o'clock  at 
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any  one  of  our  terminals  of  the  Boston  Elevated, 
and  then  you  get  an  idea  of  the  source  of  revenue 
there  is  in  increasing  the  long  rides,  the  rider  re- 
ferred to  coming  from  Arlington  Heights,  increas- 
ing his  fare  from  ten  cents  one  way  to  twelve  and 
one  half  cents  one  way  every  day,  and  issuing 
tokens  or  coupons  at  two  for  a  quarter.  They  can 
be  bought  ten  or  twelve  a  week,  and  vised  every 
morning  and  evening  to  get  back  to  the  com- 
munity. If  they  work  five  days  a  week  they  buy 
ten.  If  they  work  six  days  a  week,  they  buy 
twelve.  If  they  come  into  the  city  to  the  theatre 
or  on  Sunday,  they  buy  fourteen.  They  are 
greater  sources  of  revenue  than  some  of  the  wel- 
fare recipients,  elderly  people  who  must  go  out 
and  about  regardless  of  the  weather  and  for  whom 
it  is  a  hardship  to  walk  any  appreciable  distance. 
I  can  leave  my  home  in  Charlestown  in  the  morn- 
ing and  walk  to  the  City  Hall,  if  I  am  not  trans- 
ported, in  about  twenty-five  minutes.  The  East 
Boston  service,  the  best  I  can  get  on  the  Brattle 
street  run,  is  twenty  minutes.  That  is  predicated 
on  freedom  from  obstacles  of  any  kind  along  the 
Elevated  right  of  way.  I  am  considerably  younger 
than  many  people  and  fortunately  for  myself  I  am 
in  a  better  position  to  pay  ten  cents  than  the 
people  for  whom  I  think  I  speak.  I  want  to  be 
careful  not  to  hold  them  up  as  paupers  or  people 
so  impotent  another  five  cents  is  going  to  break 
them.  It  is  not  the  amount  of  money,  it  is  the 
inherent  injustice.  There  is  something  to  be  said 
for  the  person  characterized  as  the  long-distance 
rider  paying  only  ten  cents  for  the  convenience 
and  protection  and  speed  of  riding  let  us  say  from 
Everett  station  to  Forest  Hills,  and  the  person 
who  gets  on,  for  instance,  at  the  top  of  Bunker 
Hill  street  in  Charlestown  and  rides  down  to 
Chelsea  street  to  City  square,  over  the  bridge  and 
into  the  subway  at  Brattle  street  for  a  nickel.  If 
it  is  worth  it,  they  will  pay  it  regardless.  But  the 
out-of-town  rider  who  gets  so  much  more  for  five 
cents  now  should  be  asked  to  pay  a  very  small  in- 
crease, two  and  one  half  cents  each  way.  To 
avoid  delay  at  the  turnstiles  and  terminals,  no 
cash  fares  should  be  accepted  since  it  is  extremely 
difficult  to  try  to  move  thousands  of  people  with 
any  dispatch  by  taking  odd-price  fares.  The  Ele- 
vated once  before,  some  years  ago,  had  a  seven  or 
seven  and  one  half  cent  fare  for  which  you  received 
a  token  or  coupon.  I  do  not  know  why  they  can- 
not set  up  such  a  system  now  and  claim  such  assets 
from  hundreds  of  thousands  of  transfer  riders, 
most  of  whom  can  stand  two  and  one  half  cents 
increase  one  way  or  five  cents  a  day,  and  maintain 
the  five-cent  fare  for  those  of  limited  means  or 
those  whose  necessities  and  requirements  dictate 
a  short  ride.  Sometimes  it  is  as  little  as  two  or 
three  stops,  depending  on  the  weather.  I  do  not 
know  who  it  is  that  should  suggest  this  to  the 
trustees.  I  think  I  should  be  the  first  one  to  say 
this,  that  undoubtedly  they  must  have  thought 
of  such  a  plan  because  of  the  greater  revenue.  I 
would  like  to  know  their  reason  for  not  adopting 
it  because  an  infinitesimally  small  portion  of  the 
hundreds  of  thousands  of  transfer  riders  would  use 
their  cars  rather  than  pay.  It  is  much  more  ex- 
pensive to  take  a  car  across  the  roads  from  West 
Roxbury  to  Arlington  and  into  the  heart  of  Boston, 
whether  or  not  you  pay  parking  fees,  than  it  is  to 
pay  another  five  cents  a  day.  If  they  have  not 
thought  of  that  I  commend  it  to  their  attention 
as  a  public  servant  to  bring  them  more  revenue 
and  spare  those  who  are  less  able  to  pay. 

Coun.  CAREY — Mr.  President,  I  do  not  know 
what  you  are  going  to  do  with  these  orders  that 
have  been  presented  and  undoubtedly  will  be 
introduced  here  today.  It  seems  to  me  that  if« 
we  are  hoping  to  accomplish  anything  in  the  way 
of  getting  back  to  the  five-cent  fare,  one  of  the 
best  things  to  do  might  be  to  have  a  hearing  before 
the  City  Council  and  invite  the  trustees  of  the 
Boston  Elevated,  including  Mr.  Dana,  to  come 
here  and  give  us  their  side  of  the  picture.  These 
orders,  of  course,  sound  well,  and  the  speeches 
and  criticisms  that  accompany  them  also  make  an 
impression,  but,  as  a  rule,  they  just  get  passing 
attention  and  are  not  given  the  consideration  they 
should  be  given.  Now  the  members  of  the  City 
Council  are  in  earnest  about  these  orders.  It  was 
disappointing  to  know  that  the  Elevated  dis- 
regarded the  opposition  of  the  governor  and  every- 
one else  and  did  not  even  postpone  at  this,  the 
coldest  time  of  the  year,  the  discontinuing  of  the 
five-cent  fare.  Personally,  I  think  it  was  despicable 
for  the  trustees  to  impose  that  penalty  at  this 
particular  time  of  the  year.  They  are  going  to 
force  the  people  to  accept  a  discontinuance  of  the 


five-cent  fare  because  of  the  fact  that  the  older 
folks  and  the  younger  ones  as  well  do  not  like  to 
stand  on  the  street  corners   and  do   not  like  to 
walk.     They    would    rather    pay    the    additional 
levy  of  five  cents  for  the  short  ride.     One  of  my 
colleagues    mentioned    people    going    to    church. 
You  can  stand  at  Brigham  Circle  any  morning  of 
the  week  and  you  will  see  the  older  folks  riding 
three  blocks  from  Brigham  Circle  to  the  Mission 
Church.     It  is  a  crying  shame  to  have  the  trustees 
of  the  Elevated  take  advantage  of  these  people 
by  taxing  them  an  extra  nickel.     Five  cents  was 
enough   for   that   bus   trip.     The   bus   was   going 
past  the  Mission  Church,  anyway.     The  Elevated 
should  have  been  thankful  for  the  fact  they  could 
get   that   particular   revenue   from    the   five-cent 
passengers.     Now,    what    do    they    want    to    do? 
Soak   them   another  five   cents   while   people   are 
riding  from  the  furthest  end  of  Arlington  to  the 
furthest  end  of  Dedham  for  the  same  ten  cents. 
The  people  in  my  district  going  not  over  two  or 
three  blocks  now  must  pay   ten   cents.     Is  that 
being  fair  to  the  car  riders?     The   Elevated,   of 
course,  has  a  great  number  of  excuses  which  they 
think  justifies  the  discontinuance  of  that  five-cent 
fare.     I  was  talking  with  Mr.  Dana  the  other  day. 
He  tells  me  the  Elevated  still  has  to  pay  one  and 
one  fourth  million  dollars  a  year  to  guarantee  the 
dividends   of   the    wealthy   people   who   own   the 
Elevated   stock.     It   is   about   time   we   had   this 
Republican-dominated    Legislature    in    the    State 
House  actually  get  on  the  ball  and  play  fair  with 
the  car  riders  on  the  Elevated  system.     Most  of 
these   people    who    own    Elevated    stock    do    not 
know  what  it  is  to  ride  in  an  Elevated  car  or  bus. 
They  have  an  expensive  limousine.     It  is  the  poor 
unfortunate  who  must  ride,  who  is  forced  to  pay 
.    the    ten-cent     fare.     Now,    let    this    Republican 
Legislature  be  fair  this  year.     We  are  sick  and 
tired  of  hearing  complaints  from  this  source  and 
that   about   the   guaranteed    dividends,    resulting 
in  a  huge  deficit.     Let  those  who  can  afford  to 
pass  up  the  dividends,  the  guaranteed  dividends, 
do  so  and  take  a  gamble,  the  same  gamble  any 
other  stockholder  takes.     There  will  be  demands 
on    the   representatives   and    senators.     I    under- 
stand there  are  several  bills  going  to  be  introduced 
some  of  which  have  been  already  introduced  before 
the  incoming   Legislature,   asking  that  the  guar- 
anteed  dividend  be  done  away  with.     I  do  not 
know    why    these   fellows    from    the   sticks    keep 
putting  on  the  taxpayers  of  Boston  and  the  other 
fourteen  cities  and  towns,  the  continuous  insistence 
that  they  pay  these  deficits.     It  is  a  guaranteed 
dividend  to  which  they  are  not  entitled.     We  are 
going  to  have  a  Republican  administration  take 
over  the.  affairs  of  the  state  beginning  the  first  of 
January.     Let  us  see  what  they  will  do  to  bring 
about  the  discontinuance  of  that  deficit  and   to 
give  a  real,  decent  and  fair  break  to  the  Elevated 
patrons.     I   sincerely   hope,    Mr.    President,    that 
if  these  orders   go   to   the   Committee  on   Public 
Safety,  it  will  be  for  the  purpose  of  conducting  a 
hearing  at  which  Mr.  Dana  and  the  trustees  will 
be  invited  and  will  come,  in  order  that  we  might 
all  sit  down  and  see  if  something  cannot  be  worked 
out,  some  means  devised,  to  get  back  to  the  five- 
cent  fares.     It  looks  to  me  as  if  it  is  mighty  poor 
business  on  the  part  of  the  trustees  to  pass  up  a 
possible  revenue,  a  revenue  they  have  been  getting 
from  people  willing  to  pay  a  nickel  to  ride  two  or 
three  blocks.     They  are  not  going  to  continue  to 
pay  it,  and  if  they  do,  it  is  a  holy  shame  to  force 
them  to  do  it.     It  seems  to  me  something  could 
be  worked  out  so  that  we  all  might  come  to  a 
better  understanding  of  the  situation.     After  all, 
the  City  of  Boston  is  more  vitally  concerned  than 
any  other  part  of  the  state  in  this  five-cent  fare 
proposition.     If  we  can  sit  down  with  the  trustees, 

I  have  no  doubt  his  Honor  the  Mayor  will  attend 
such  a  hearing  and  we  will  see  if  something  cannot 
be  done  to  bring  before  the  public  the  facts  that 
warrant  in  the  opinion  of  the  Elevated  Trustees 
the  discontinuance  of  the  five-cent  fare.  We 
should  have  it  back.  I  certainly  hope  the  trustees 
will  put  the  five-cent  fare  back  into  operation  at 
the  earliest  possible  date. 

President  KELLY — Referred  to  the  Committee 
on  Public  Safety.  I  trust  the  chairman  will 
conduct  a  hearing  some  day  this  week. 

Coun.     KINSELLA — Thursday     morning,     at 

II  o'clock.  They  should  meet  in  the  Chamber, 
and  I  hope  everybody  will  be  here. 

President  KELLY — Thank  you.  Thursday 
morning  at  11  o'clock  the  Committee  on  Public 
Safety  will  hear  the  order. 

The  order  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
Public  Safety. 
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CITY    COUNCIL. 


KKOCK   STREET,    WARD   22. 

Conn.  MADDEN  offered  the  following: 
Ordered,  That  his  Honor  the  Mayor  instruct  the 
Public  Works  Commissioner  and  Street  Commis- 
sioners to  lay  out  and  repair  Brock  street  from 
Washington  to  Oakland  streets,  Ward  22. 
Passed  under  suspension  of  the  rule. 


NAMING   OF   RRIGHTON   PARK. 

Coun.  MADDEN  offered  the  following: 
Ordered,  That  the  Park  Commissioner  confer 
with  the  committee  designated  by  his  Honor  the 
Mayor  to  consider  names  for  parks  and,  if  con- 
venient and  possible,  name  the  Hano  playground 
in  Hrighton  the  George  Riley  Stevens  playground. 
Passed  under  suspension  of  the  rule. 


ZONE   FARES   ON   ELEVATED. 

Coun.  SULLIVAN  and  LINEHAN  offered  the 
following: 

Ordered,  That  the  Boston  Elevated  Radway 
Company's  Trustees  be  requested,  through  his 
Honor  the  Mayor,  to  give  study  and  consideration, 
if  additional  revenues  are  desperately  needed,  to  the 
proposition  of  increasing  the  fares  according  to  the 
distance  travelled  by  the  car  rider  so  that  short 
haul  riders  will  not  be  penalized  by  raising  the 
five-cent  fare  to  ten  cents. 

Coun.  SULLIVAN— Mr.  President,  this  is 
similar  to  the  order  just  previously  committed  to 
the  Committee  on  Public  Safety  in  opposition  to  the 
change  in  the  five-cent  fare.  Most  of  the  car  riders  in 
Boston  on  the  five-cent  fare  hauls,  none  of  them  are 
over  or  exceed  a  three-mile  limit.  These  people 
are  being  penalized  because  of  a  deficit  in  the 
Boston  Elevated.  According  to  the  figures  re- 
leased, Boston  will  have  to  pay  somewhere  in  the 
vicinity  of  $2,000,000  this  year  to  make  up  a 
deficit  of  $3,000,000.  Besides  paying  this  $2,000,- 
000,  they  are  now  getting  hit  with  this  increased 
fare  of  an  additional  five  cents.  As  has  been 
brought  out  by  previous  speakers,  the  riders  from 
the  adjoining  towns  can  come  in  here  to  Boston 
with  better  service  at  a  ten-cent  fare.  I  believe  if 
a  study  was  given  so  that  riders  should  pay  on  the 
basis  of  the  distance  traveled,  these  people  that 
have  been  enjoying  over  a  period  of  years  the  ten- 
cent  fare  and  the  better  service  in  these  outside 
cities  and  towns,  better  than  what  Boston  has  been 
receiving,  will  start  paying  a  little  more  over  a 
period  of  time  instead  of  the  taxpayers  of  the  City 
of  Boston.  Most  of  your  transportation  systems 
are  set  up  on  the  basis  of  mileage.  Any  of  our  five- 
cent  zone  limits  today,  and  I  am  stretching  it  a 
point  when  I  say  three  miles,  far  exceeds  the  rates 
which  are  set  up  throughout  the  country  by  the 
public  utilities  on  transportation  rates.  Increasing 
these  rates  to  ten  cents  is  exorbitant.  It  should 
be  ruled  out  by  the  courts  in  the  petitions  now 
pending  before  them.  I  hope  that  this  will  be 
referred  and  that  we  can  get  some  action.  We, 
in  Boston,  should  get  some  relief  from  the  Boston 
Elevated  so  that  the  short  haul  car  rider  will  not 
be  penalized. 

Referred  to  the  Committee  on  Public  Safety. 


ROPING  OFF  SECTIONS  OF  PLAYGROUNDS 
FOR   SKATING   BY   SMALL   CHILDREN. 

Coun.  BRYAN  offered  the  following: 
Ordered,  That  his  Honor  the  Mayor  direct  the 
Park  Commissioner  to  issue  instructions  for  the 
roping  off  of  a  section  of  each  playground  in  Ward 
20  used  for  skating  in  order  that  small  children 
may  be  properly  protected  from  injury  by  adult 
skaters. 

Passed  under  suspension  of  the  rule. 


OPERATION  OF  FIVE-CENT  BUS  LINES  IN 
BOSTON. 

Coun.  CHASE  offered  the  following: 
Ordered,  That  the  City  Council  invite  the  various 
bus  line  managements  in  Massachusetts  and  else- 
where to  attend  a  public  hearing  in  the  Councij 


Chamber  in  order  to  determine  whether  or  not  they 
would  be  willing  to  operate  five-cent  bus  lines  in 
the  City  of  Boston. 

Coun.  CHASE — Mr.  President,  I  have  in  mind, 
sir,  that  several  years  ago  threats  were  made  to  the 
Elevated  that  in  the  event  they  saw  fit  to  take 
away  the  Huntington  avenue  bus  line,  the  City 
Council  would  entertain  the  possibility  of  inviting 
an  outside  bus  line  in  to  operate  on  a  five-cent 
basis  on  Huntington  avenue.  Mr.  President,  we 
have  that  authority  to  grant  to  any  bus  line  the 
right  to  operate  on  the  streets  of  Boston.  I  do  not 
think,  Mr.  President,  the  Boston  Elevated  man- 
agement would  look  too  kindly  on  such  a  move. 
But  I  say  to  you,  sir,  inasmuch  as  we  represent  our 
constituency  who  in  each  instance  are  over- 
whelmingly in  favor  of  a  continuation  of  a  five- 
cent  bus  ride  in  our  district,  we  have  no  alternative 
but  to  make  this  move  in  order  to  determine 
whether  or  not  it  will  be  possible  to  have  some  sort 
of  bus  service  in  our  respective  wards  on  a  five- 
cent  fare  basis.  I  have  been  told,  sir,  there  are  a 
number  of  selected  spots  in  the  City  of  Boston 
where  many  outside  bus  lines  would  be  very  happy 
to  come  in  and  operate.  I  have  been  told,  sir,  that 
they  could  operate  at  a  handsome  profit  on  a  five- 
cent  basis.  Well,  sir,  the  Elevated  has  caused  us 
to  take  this  move.  The  Elevated  has  forced  the 
representatives  of  the  people  to  invite  competition. 
I  see  no  alternative,  sir,  if  the  Elevated  will  not 
continue  their  five-cent  lines  but  for  us  to  invite 
outside  bus  companies  to  come  in  and  operate  these 
very  same  bus  lines  on  a  five-cent  basis.  I  think, 
sir,  in  order  to  determine  whether  or  not  it  is 
feasible  we  should  first  hold  a  public  hearing  and 
notify  every  worth-while  bus  line  company  in  the 
state,  and  if  necessary,  to  go  outside  the  state  in 
order  to  give  any  enterprising  company  who  would 
be  willing  to  come  in  and  accept  such  a  franchise 
the  opportunity  to  do  so.  I  move,  sir,  that  the 
Council  adopt  the  order. 

President  KELLY — Do  you  want  to  refer  this 
to  the  Committee  on  Public  Safety  with  the  others 
to  hold  a  hearing?  The  Chair  will  refer  this  order 
to  the  Committee  on  Public  Safety,  unless  you 
have  any  objection,  councilor. 

Coun.  CHASE — Mr.  President,  I  hope,  sir,  that 
the  Committee  on  Public  Safety  will  hold  a  public 
hearing  and  will  notify  all  of  the  bus  line  companies 
in  this  state  and  if  necessary,  notify  even  outsiders 
of  the  fact  that  we  are  holding  a  hearing  in  order 
to  determine  the  feasibility  of  outside  companies 
carrying  on  a  five-cent  bus  line  in  the  City  of 
Boston. 

Coun.  COOK — Mr.  President,  this  is  more  a 
point  of  information  which  might  lead  to  a  point 
of  order.  I  understand  the  Boston  Elevated  goes 
to  other  cities  besides  the  City  of  Boston.  I  am 
doubtful  about  the  right  of  the  City  Council  to  set 
itself  up  as  a  body  to  hear  outside  bus  competitors 
over  whom  we  have  no  say  at  all. 

Coun.  CHASE — Mr.  President,  will  the  gentle- 
man yield? 

President  KELLY — Do  you  yield,  councilor? 
Coun.  COOK— I  do. 

Coun.  CHASE — Mr.  President,  in  answer  to  the 
gentleman  from  Roxbury,  I  say  that  we  have  the 
right  to  grant  licenses  to  bus  lines.  We  have  been 
doing  so  all  along.  Any  bus  line  that  desires  to 
operate  in  the  streets  of  Boston  first  has  to  get  the 
consent  of  the  City  Council.  To  my  knowledge 
that  is  all  they  do  need,  the  consent  of  his  Honor 
the  Mayor  and  the  City  Council. 

Coun.  COOK — Mr.  President,  I  am  not  in  the 
position  of  arguing  against  the  merits  of  getting 
cheaper  rates  or  keeping  present  rates.  What 
puzzles  me  is  the  fact  that  even  though  we  may 
and  have  to  give  the  licenses  in  the  City  of  Boston 
that  is  only  one  part  of  the  granting  of  the 
franchise  and  the  licenses,  especially  where  it 
affects  other  cities.  It  seems  to  me  that  after 
we  give  a  license  for  buses,  it  still  has  to  be 
approved  by  the  Department  of  Public  Utilities 
in  the  State  House.  Even  though  I  would  not 
mind  having  a  public  hearing,  I  would  mind  if  it 
were  to  no  avail.  I  understand  the  Attorney 
General's  office  is  now  in  the  process  of  investigat- 
ing the  books  of  the  Boston  Elevated  Company  to 
determine  why  they  have  this  so-called  deficit. 
I  would  not  be  surprised  if  they  came  up  with  the 
opinion  that  some  of  the  expenses  the  trustees 
have  put  down  as  operating  expenses  are  illegal 
and  that  they  have  not  been  operating  at  a  deficit. 
I  think  we  are  hamstrung  by  the  fact  that 
their  destinies  are  more  controlled  by  the 
powers  in  the  State  House  than  by  the  City 
Council.     I  do  not  know  what  we  would  accom- 
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plish  at  a  public  hearing  except  to  get  a  lot  of 
publicity  and  a  lot  of  cross  statements  which  later 
on  may  prove  either  embarrassing  or  not  true.  I 
certainly  do  not  think  the  City  Council  should  go 
into  the  business  of  auctioneering  off  franchises, 
or  even  land  deals. 

Coun.  CHASE— Mr.  President,  may  I  ask  the 
City  Clerk,  through  you,  sir,  as  to  whether  or  not 
I  am  correct  in  my  contention  that  the  City 
Council  has  the  authority  to  grant  licenses  to  bus 
companies  to  operate  on  the  streets  of  Boston? 

President  KELLY — That  is  correct,  councilor, 
subject  to  the  Mayor's  approval  and  subject  to  the 
approval  of  the  Department  of  Public  Utilities. 

Coun.  CHASE— Mr.  President,  having  in 
mind  that  we  primarily  are  interested  in  securing 
a  five-cent  bus  rate  in  our  respective  districts,  I  do 
not  think  we  should  be  bothered  with  the  possibili- 
ties as  to  whether  or  not  his  Honor  the  Mayor  or 
the  Department  of  Public  Utilities  would  approve 
of  this  proposition.  The  fact  is,  sir,  that  if  we 
conduct  a  public  hearing  where  various  bus  line 
managements  are  in  attendance 

Coun.  MUCHNICK— Mr.  President,  a  point  of 
order.  Haven't  you  already  referred  this  to  the 
Committee  on  Public  Safety? 

President  KELLY — I  am  trying  to.  I  have 
been  interrupted  on  two  or  three  occasions. 

Coun.  MUCHNICK— I  thought  you  had,  Mr. 
President. 

President  KELLY — I  have  been  interrupted  by 
two  or  three  councilors.     I  am  on  the  way. 

Coun.    CHASE — It   would   seem    to   me,    Mr. 

Coun.  MUCHNICK— Mr.  President,  are  you 
going  by  way  of  bus  or  street  car  line? 

President  KELLY — I  am  trying  to  go  as  fast 
as  I  can. 

Coun  CHASE — Mr.  President,  it  would  seem  to 
me,  sir,  that  the  logical  thing  to  do  in  order  to 
determine  the  advisability  of  the  continuation  of 
the  five-cent  bus  lines  is  to  determine  whether  or 
not  they  can  be  operated  profitably.  Are  we  to 
accept  the  word  of  the  Boston  Elevated?  Suppose, 
sir,  that  at  a  public  hearing  we  had  twenty  com- 
petitive lines  come  in  and  most  willingly  accept 
our  proposition  that  they  could  operate  a  five-cent 
bus  line  in  Boston  and  do  so  at  a  profit.  What 
would  the  Council  do  under  those  conditions? 
Would  they  refuse  to  allow  some  outside  bus  line 
to  come  in  and  give  our  constituency  a  five-cent 
bus  ride  in  their  districts?  This  is  merely  a 
preliminary  move,  sir.  I  think  that  the  Council 
would  be  acting  wisely  in  determining  that  a 
public  hearing  should  be  held,  whether  or  not  it 
would  be  advisable  to  have  outside  companies 
come  in,  in  direct  competition  with  the  Elevated. 
I  repeat  that  we  have  the  authority  to  grant 
licenses  to  bus  companies  to  operate  on  the  streets 
of  Boston. 

Coun.  COOK — Mr.  President,  a  point  of  order. 
It  seems  to  me  that  even  if  the  gentleman  now 
arguing  is  right  in  saying  we  have  the  power  to 
give  licenses,  we  only  have  that  power  when  there 
are  applications  for  licenses.  So  far  as  I  know, 
there  are  none.  I  am  curious  as  to  whether  he  is 
inviting  applications  for  licenses. 

Coun.  CHASE — Yes,  most  certainly,  Mr.  Presi- 
dent, I  would  be  happy  to  answer  his  question.  I 
most  certainly  am  inviting  each  and  every  bus 
line  in  the  State  of  Massachusetts  to  attend  this 
public  hearing  and  to  be  queried  and  quizzed  on 
■  the  proposition  as  to  whether  or  not  they  would 
be  willing  to  operate  five-cent  bus  lines  in  the  City 
of  Boston. 

Coun.  COOK — Mr.  President,  a  point  of  order. 
In  view  of  the  last  answer,  it  seems  to  me  we  have 
no  authority  to  listen  to  any  more  discussion  be- 
cause the  City  Council  is  not  in  a  position  to  invite 
applications  for  licenses.  They  are  supposed  only 
to  hear  applications  for  licenses  when  they  are 
filed.  Therefore,  I  suggest  to  the  President  any 
further  discussion  on  this  is  out  of  order. 

President  KELLY— While  the  Chair  might 
state  that  Councilor  Chase  made  a  move  to  have 
the  order  passed  under  suspension  of  the  rules,  the 
Chair  made  a  statement  he  would  refer  the  order 
to  the  Committee  on  Public  Safety  if  there  was  no 
objection.  Now  Councilor  Chase  opposed  that, 
and  that  is  why  we  have  got  into  this  cross-current 
discussion  with  the  various  councilors.  The  Chair 
still  intends  to  refer  the  order  to  the  Committee  on 
Public  Safety  when  the  councilor  gets  through 
talking.  Councilor  Chase,  will  you  kindly  try  to 
confine  your  remarks  to  the  contents  of  the  order 
so  we  can  get  along? 


Coun.  CHASE — Mr.  President,  I  am  very  much 
surprised,  sir,  that  any  of  my  colleagues  would  be 
indirectly  opposed  to  any  proposition  which  might 
continue  giving  five-cent  bus  transportation  to 
the 

Coun.  MUCHNICK— Mr.  President. 
President  KELLY — For  what  purpose  does  the 
gentleman  rise? 

Coun.  MUCHNICK— A  point  of  order.  No- 
body is  opposed  to  the  proposition.  Some  of  us 
are  opposed  to  the  lengthy  repetitions.  That  is  all. 
Coun.  COOK — Mr.  President,  a  point  of  per- 
sonal privilege.  I  do  not  think  it  is  fair  to  any 
councilor  to  construe  the  motives  of  any  councilor 
who  objects  to  what  he  is  trying  to  prove.  I 
strongly  object  to  being  placed  in  the  category  of 
being  against  the  five-cent  fare.  I  just  got  up  and 
said  I  was  in  favor  of  it.  I  do  not  like  any  other 
councilor  to  get  up  and  misconstrue  my  statements. 
President  KELLY — That  is  right,  councilor, 
although  it  is  not  a  point  of  personal  privilege. 

Coun.  CHASE— Mr.  President,  I  do  not  see 
why  any  councilor  knowing  the  authority  of  the 
City  Council  in  granting  the  right  to  bus  lines  to 
operate  in  the  City  of  Boston  should  get  up  and 
object  to  this  order.  I  do  not  know,  sir,  what 
would  prompt  him  to  do  such  a  thing  unless  he 
desires  it  to  be  within  the  law.  To  my  knowledge, 
it  is  a  futile  gesture  to  make  when  we  all  know  our 
constituency  are  clamoring  for  a  continuation  of 
the  five-cent  fare,  to  get  technical  about  a  proposi- 
tion such  as  I  have  offered.  It  is  beyond  my  com- 
prehension. My  proposition  is  a  reasonable  one. 
It  is  merely  inviting  various  outside  bus  line  com- 
panies to  come  in  and  attend  a  public  hearing  in 
order  to  determine  the  advisability  of  their  operat- 
ing five-cent  bus  lines  in  the  City  of  Boston  in 
competition  with  the  Boston  Elevated.  Why  any- 
one should  object  directly  or  indirectly  is  beyond 
me.  I  think,  sir,  that  in  view  of  the  move  of  the 
Boston  Elevated  Railway,  that  my  proposition 
should  not  be  referred  to  any  committee.  We  have 
already  considered  orders  of  two  of  my  colleagues. 
I  feel  we  should  bring  this  matter  out  into  the 
open.  I  think  the  Council  should  adopt  it.  I 
think  within  a  week  or  two  at  the  latest  we  should 
have  this  proposition  acted  on  so  that  various  bus 
line  managements  will  attend  a  public  hearing  in 
this  very  Chamber  in  order  to  determine  the  ad- 
visability of  giving  the  Boston  Elevated  competi- 
tion with  the  five-cent  bus  lines.  I  think,  sir,  the 
quicker  we  adopt  the  order  the  better  it  is  going 
to  be  for  the  five-cent-fare-riding  public  in  your 
district  and  in  my  district.  I  move  suspension  of 
the  rule  and  adoption  of  the  order. 

Coun.  KINSELLA — In  place  of  reference  to  the 
committee? 

President  KELLY — That  is  right,  councilor. 
The  Chair  will  rule  where  there  is  no  matter 
for  the  Council  to  act  on  before  it,  that  there  is  a 
question  in  my  mind  as  to  whether  a  public  hear- 
ing is  in  order.  I  shall  ask  the  City  Clerk  for  a 
ruling  on  it.  A  public  hearing  would  not  be  in 
order.  There  is  nothing  for  the  Council  to  act  on. 
Coun.  CHASE — Do  I  understand  you  cor- 
rectly, sir,  that  we  in  our  councilor  capacity  have 
not  the  right  to  use  this  Council  Chamber  to  con- 
duct a  public  hearing  in  order  to  determine  such  a 
proposition? 

President  KELLY — Councilor  Chase,  I  am  going 
to  answer  the  question  this  way.  I  had  intended 
to  refer  the  order  to  the  Committee  on  Public 
Safety.  They  could  use  this  Chamber  to  hold 
a  public  hearing.  That  is  right.  But  you  are 
asking  for  suspension  of  the  rules  on  this  order. 
I  was  referring  it  to  the  Committee  on  Public 
Safety  where  I  feel  it  belongs. 

Coun.  CHASE— Mr.  President,  I  think  the 
order  is  important  enough  to  have  suspension  of 
the  rules  and  passage  of  the  order  inasmuch  as  the 
quicker  we  enlighten  the  Boston  Elevated  to 
the  fact  that  we  mean  business  the  better  it  is 
going  to  be  for  our  constituency. 

Coun.  KINSELLA— Mr.  President,  a  point  of 
order.  In  view  of  the  fact  that  the  Chair  has 
just  announced  as  its  final  decision  suspension 
of  the  rule,  that  also  carries  with  it  the  passage 
of  the  order  and  obviates  the  necessity  for  any 
more  explanation. 

President  KELLY — Councilor  Kinsella,  the 
Chair  has  not  ruled  the  order  in  order  unless  the 
councilor  agrees  to  let  the  President  of  the  Council 
refer  it  to  the  Committee  on  Public  Safety. 

Coun.  KINSELLA — Mr.  President,  a  point  of 
information.  Did  I  or  did  I  not  within  five 
minutes  ask  if  suspension  of  the  rule  meant  with- 
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drawal  from  the  Committee  on  Public  Safety, 
and  the  Chair  answered  "yes"?     Is  that  so? 

President  KELLY — On  Councilor  Chase's 
motion,  by  conferring  with  the  City  Clerk  I  find 
out  the  order  is  not  in  order,  councilor. 

Coun.  KINSELLA — For  disposition  either  way? 

President  KELLY — No.  It  can  be  referred 
to  the  Committee  on  Public  Safety,  but  it  is  not 
in  order  to  pass  under  suspension  of  the  rules 
because  the  Council  has  nothing  before  it  at  this 
time. 

Coun.  CHASE — Mr.  President,  a  point  of 
order.  If  the  Chair  refers  it  to  the  Committee 
on  Public  Safety,  my  point  is  that  it  is  not  the 
proper  committee  before  which  to  have  these 
facts  heard  because  public  safety  deals  with  con- 
ditions that  exist  or  have  existed,  and  since  this 
is  an  order  that  seeks  to  solicit  transportation  in 
the  city  there  are  no  public  safety  factors  to  be 
considered  by  the  Committee  on  Public  Safety. 
I  do  not  think  it  is  correct  because  it  happens 
to  be  an  Elevated  order  following  the  other  two 
which  concern  present  conditions.  The  condition 
that  Councilor  Chase  speaks  about  is  one  that  will 
come  about  if  there  are  more  transportation  lines 
and  while  I  do  not  know  what  committee  it  could 
properly  be  referred  to,  it  definitely  is  not  now  in 
the  category  of  public  safety  questions. 

President  KELLY — Well,  councilor,  I  think  it  is 
the  only  committee  that  the  order  can  reasonably 
be  sent  to,  except  the  Executive  Committee. 

Coun.  MUCHNICK— Mr.  President,  a  point  of 
order.  If  I  understand  correctly,  the  order  reads 
tnat  the  Council  shall  hold  a  public  hearing  and 
not  that  the  Committee  on  Public  Safety  shall 
hold  a  public  hearing. 

President  KELLY— That  is  right, 

Coun.  MUCHNICK — Assuming  that  was  sent 
to  the  Committee  on  Public  Safety  and  they  did 
whatever  they  wanted,  whether  by  way  of  public 
or  private  hearing,  they  can  come  back  to  the 
Body  with  a  recommendation. 

President  KELLY— That  is  right. 

Coun.  MUCHNICK — There  being  no  means  by 
which  the  councilor  as  such  could  have  the  Council 
hold  public  hearings,  regardless  of  what  our  recom- 
mendation was,  we  still  could  not  hold  one.  The 
order,  it  seems  to  me,  is  out  of  order,  no  matter 
where  you  send  it. 

President  KELLY — The  Chair  is  willing  to  send 
it  to  the  Committee  on  Public  Safety  unless  the 
gentleman  still  insists  on  passage  under  suspension 
of  the  rules.  Then  the  Chair  will  have  to  rule  it 
out  of  order. 

Coun.  MUCHNICK— Will  you  rule  on  my  point 
of  order,  that  the  whole  thing  is  out  of  order,  no 
matter  where  you  send  it? 

President  KELLY — The  Chair  stated  he  is 
willing  to  send  the  order  to  the  Committee  on 
Public  Safety  unless  the  gentleman  insists  on  pass- 
ing it  under  suspension  of  the  rules,  then  the 
Chair  will  rule  the  order  is  out  of  order. 

Coun.  CHASE— Mr.  President,  I  would  like 
some  enlightenment.  I  understand,  sir,  that  the 
members  of  the  City  Council  rule  supreme  in  this 
City  Council  Chamber.  We  have  the  exclusive 
use  of  this  Chamber.     Having  that  in  mind,  sir 

Coun.  MUCrliNlCK — Mr.  President,  a  point  of 
order.  Don't  we  nave  exclusive  use  under  the 
rules  of  the  CouncJ.' 

President  JiELLY — That  is  right,  councilor. 
The  Chair  has  made  a  ruling 

Coun.  CHASE — Mr.  President,  will  you  be  good 
enough  to  show  me  in  the  rules,  sir,  how  such  a 
ruling  was  made?  What  rule  would  you  go  by  in 
making  such  a  ruling? 

President  KELLY — The  Chair  will  state  it  is  not 
a  written  rule,  just  a  rule  of  common  parliamentary 
law,  councilor. 

Coun.  CHASE — Mr.  President,  I  submit,  sir, 
that  we  have  been  going  by  our  written  rules,  and  I 
insist  we  maintain  the  procedure  of  this  Body. 

President  KELLY — the  Chair  has  made  a 
ruling.  If  you  insist  upon  passing  this  order  under 
suspension  of  the  rules,  he  will  have  to  rule  the 
order  out  of  order.  The  Chair  is  willing  to  send 
it  to  the  Committee  on  Public  Safety.  You  can 
appeal  the  ruling  of  the  Chair. 

Coun.  CHASE — Mr.  President,  I  move  the 
matter  be  referred  to  the  Executive  Committee 
where  many  of  our  colleagues  here  interested  in 
maintaining  this  five-cent  bus  line  service  lor  our 
constituency  will  be  given  an  immediate  voice  in 
the  matter.  I  move,  sir,  it  be  referred  to  the 
Executive  Committee  today. 


President  KELLY — The  Chair  will  accept  that 
motion. 

The  order  was  referred  to  the  Executive  Com- 
mittee. 


EXTENSION  OF  BUS  LINE  FROM  CLEARY 
SQUARE   TO   ROSLINDALE   SQUARE. 

Coun.  CANTWELL  offered  the  following: 

Ordered,  That  the  trustees  of  the  Boston  Ele- 
vated be  requested  to  extend  from  Cleary  square 
to  Roslindale  square  the  bus  line  now  being 
operated  from  Hyde  Park  avenue  to  the  corner 
of  Metropolitan  avenue  and  Washington  street,  to 
serve  a  greater  area  and  more  residents  of  this 
district. 

Coun.  CANTWELL— Mr.  President,  we  have 
a  new  bus  line  running  now  for  a  little  over  a  year 
known  as  the  bus  line  that  starts  nowhere  and  ends 
nowhere.  This  bus  line  starts  about  a  quarter 
of  a  mile  this  side  of  Cleary  square  and  ends  a  few 
hundred  yards  this  side  of  Roslindale  square.  In 
order  for  the  people  who  use  that  bus  to  go  shop- 
ping in  either  square,  they  must  change  to  another 
car  or  walk  the  rest  of  the  distance.  At  the  time 
when  they  put  the  bus  on,  their  reason  for  not 
running  it  to  those  two  points  was  that  they  were 
short  of  buses.  At  the  present  time  they  have  a 
layover  of  five  minutes  on  each  end.  The  distance 
is  short.  I  hope  they  can  see  fit  to  run  the  buses 
to  those  particular  squares. 

The  order  was  passed  under  suspension  of  the 
rule. 


STANDARD  APPLICATION  FORM  FOR 
WIDOWS'  ABATEMENT  AND  OVER- 
VALUATION  CASES. 

Coun.  CANTWELL  and  HANNON  offered  the 
following: 

Ordered,  That  the  Board  of  Assessors  be  di- 
rected to  establish  a  standard  form  of  application 
for  widows'  abatement  and  overvaluation  cases 
whereby  such  a  property  owner,  who  has  been 
granted  an  abatement  or  adjustment  of  the  prop- 
erty assessment,  be  granted  this  same  adjustment 
each  year  without  the  necessity  of  filing,  unless  the 
status  of  the  property  is  changed. 

Coun.  CANTWELL— Mr.  President,  in  many 
cases  where  a  widow  receives  an  abatement  ehe 
must  come  in  every  year  and  file  all  over  again. 
I  cannot  understand  why  there  cannot  be  an 
application  that  would  be  granted  every  year 
unless  the  status  has  changed. 

The  order  was  passed  under  suspension  of  the 
rule. 


PARKING  ON  COMMONWEALTH  AVENUE 
FROM  EXETER  STREET  TO  KENMORE 
SQUARE. 

Coun.  MUCHNICK  offered  the  following: 
Ordered,  That  his  Honor  the  Mayor  consult 
with  the  Board  of  Park  Commissioners  and  the 
Traffic  Commissioner  concerning  the  advisability 
of  setting  aside  the  reservation  on  Commonwealth 
avenue  from  Exeter  street  to  Kenmore  square 
for  the  purpose  of  providing  parking  space  for 
automobiles. 

Coun.  MUCHNICK— Mr.  President,  I  do  not 
usually  like  to  step  beyond  the  confines  of  my  own 
ward.  This  is  a  problem  which  it  seems  to  me 
affects  the  city  as  a  whole.  On  Commonwealth 
avenue  there  is  a  central  reservation  which  on  both 
sides  has  ample  room  to  park  hundreds  and 
possibly  thousands  of  automobiles,  and  thus  help 
relieve  the  traffic  congestion  in  the  city.  I  do  not 
know  if  under  the  particular  statute  and  the  land 
restrictions  covering  Commonwealth  avenue 
whether  that  is  possible.  That  is  why  the  order 
seeks  to  have  the  Mayor  consult  with  the  Board  of 
Park  Commissioners  as  well  as  the  Traffic  Com- 
missioner. I  do  know  this,  Commonwealth  avenue, 
particularly  from  Hereford  street  down  to  Kenmore 
square,  has  changed  considerably  in  the  last  10 
or  15  years.  It  no  longer  is  wholly  a  street  on  which 
most  homes  were  occupied  by  one  family.  In  the 
last  10  or  15  years  that  condition  has  changed  con- 
siderably. At  present  on  that  stretch  of  Common- 
wealth avenue  we  have  a  great  number  of  boarding 
houses.  We  have  many  apartment  houses.  We 
have  many  doctors'  and  dentists'  offices.  We  have 
a  great  number  of  hotels.     There  are  very  few 
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garage  facilities  which  are  available  either  to  the 
people  who  live  there  or  to  the  people  who  come 
there  to  visit  at  the  hotels  or  see  their  doctors. 

Coun.  BAYLEY— Mr.  President,  will  the  coun- 
cilor yield  for  a  question? 

President  KELLY — Will  you  yield,  councilor? 

Coun.  MUCHNICK— Yes. 

Coun.  BAYLEY — What  district  do  you  repre- 
sent in  the  City  Council? 

Coun.  MUCHNICK— I  have  been  elected  by  the 
citizens  of  Ward  14,  as  I  understand  it,  to  help 
represent  the  City  of  Boston  and  no  particular 
section  thereof. 

_  Coun.  BAYLEY — Mr.  President,  a  further  ques- 
tion. Does  the  gentleman  claim  to  represent  the 
people  of  Commonwealth  avenue  in  Ward  5? 

Coun.  MUCHNICK — I  make  no  claim  to  repre- 
sent any  specific  group  of  people  in  the  city!  I  am 
attempting  to  the  best  of  my  ability  to  do  my  best 
for  all  the  people  in  the  entire  city. 

President  KELLY — Does  that  answer  your 
question? 

Coun.  BAYLEY — Not  very  satisfactorily. 

Coun.  MUCHNICK— Mr.  President,  there  is, 
as  we  all  know,  even  by  looking  at  No.  1  on  the 
calendar,  a  very  considerable  traffic  problem  in 
Boston.  There  is  particularly  a  problem  in  that 
section  of  the  city  where  there  are  not  enough 
garage  facilities.  There  are  people  going  there,  as 
I  said  before,  to  visit  doctors  and  dentists.  There 
are  hundreds  of  thousands  of  people  who  live  in 
small  two-  and  three-room  apartments.  There  is 
no  parking  space  for  them  anywhere  in  the  neigh- 
borhood. There  are  thousands  of  people  who  visit 
the  hotels.  Something  must  be  done  to  relieve 
the  condition.  I  have  checked  that  section  of 
Commonwealth  avenue  almost  daily  for  the  past 
month  in  good  weather  and  in  bad  weather.  There 
are  very  few  people  who  use  that  reservation  for 
walking  purposes  or  for  any  other  purpose.  Now, 
while  under  normal  conditions,  it  might  be  ad- 
visable to  have  a  beautiful  central  lane  on  what  is 
probably  our  most  beautiful  street  in  the  city,  still 
at  this  stage  of  the  game,  we  cannot  afford  to  do 
that  and  leave  the  traffic  as  congested  as  it  is.  The 
town  of  Brookline  has  done  a  similar  thing  on 
Beacon  street.  It  has  not  particularly  affected  the 
beauty  of  Beacon  street  in  Brookline.  I  noticed 
several  weeks  ago,  on  Commonwealth  avenue  out 
in  Brighton,  part  of  that  reservation  is  being 
used  for  parking  purposes.  It  seems  to  me  that 
this  can  be  done  without  in  any  way  affecting  the 
sensibilities  of  anybody  who  lives  on  Common- 
wealth avenue  and  can  be  done  so  as  to  provide  a 
necessary  parking  facility  to  all  the  people  of 
Boston.  I  urge  suspension  of  the  rule  and  adoption 
of  the  order. 

Coun.  LANE — Mr.  President,  speaking  on  the 
order,  the  councilor  from  Ward  14  (Councilor 
Muchnick)  has  just  made  a  statement — in  sub- 
stance, that  recently  out  in  my  ward,  Ward  21, 
where  I  also  have  an  extended  section  of  the 
reservation  on  Commonwealth  avenue,  cars  were 
parked  there.  He  is  very  correct.  Those  cars  are 
being  tagged  regularly.  I  have  a  lot  of  headaches 
as  a  result  of  the  tags.  They  are  parking  there 
illegally. 

Coun.  SCANNELL— Mr.  President,  a  point  of 
order.  I  do  not  think  this  order  has  any  bearing 
on  this  Body  because  to  my  knowledge  the  park 
system  in  Boston  is  controlled  directly  by  the 
Legislature.    I  ask  for  a  ruling  on  that. 

President  KELLY — It  was  the  Chair's  intention 
to  refer  the  order  to  the  Committee  on  Parks  and 
Playgrounds.  Councilor  Muchnick  made  a  motion 
to  suspend  the  rules.  The  City  of  Boston,  I  under- 
stand, owns  and  controls  Commonwealth  avenue. 
In  my  opinion  it  belongs  in  the  Committee  on 
Parks  and  Playgrounds. 

Coun.  MUCHNICK— Mr.  President,  I  have  no 
objection  to  having  this  go  to  the  Committee  on 
Parks  and  Playgrounds. 

President  KELLY— All  right. 
Coun.  MUCHNICK— I  would  like  to  have  that 
committee  call  a  hearing  quickly  and  invite  the 
Law  Department,  the  Park  Department  and  the 
Traffic  Division  to  the  hearing. 

President  KELLY — Referred  to  the  Committee 
on  Parks  and  Playgrounds.  Councilor  Bayley, 
will  you  call  a  hearing  on  this  in  the  near  future? 
Coun.  BAYLEY— Mr.  President,  I  would  like 
to  say  I  think  the  distinguished  gentleman  from 
Ward  14  (Councilor  Muchnick)  who  is  so  great  in 
solving  the  problems  of  the  City  of  Boston  might 
consider  his  own  Franklin  Park  in  his  own  district 
as  a  possibility  for  parking  space  rather  than  con- 


sidering damaging  one  of  the  most  beautiful 
sections  in  the  City  of  Boston. 

President  KELLY — That  can  be  discussed  at 
the  hearing. 

The  order  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
Parks  and  Playgrounds. 


INDEPENDENCE  PARK  IMPROVEMENTS. 

Coun.  SCANNELL  offered  the  following: 
Ordered,  That  the  Park  Commission  be  re- 
quested, through  his  Honor  the  Mayor,  to  repair 
the  water  fountains,  replace  the  gardens,  repair 
the  benches,  and  reseed  Independence  Park,  South 
Boston. 

Passed  under  suspension  of  the  rule. 


LOAN   FOR   OFF-STREET   PARKING. 

On  motion  of  Councilor  Fish  it  was  voted  that 
No.  1  be  taken  from  the  calendar. 

No.  1  on  the  calendar  was  as  follows: 

1.  Order  for  loan  of  $5,000,000  for  public  off- 
street  parking  facilities. 

On  December  2,  1946,  the  said  order  was  read 
once  and  passed,  yeas  15,  nays  3. 

Coun.  FISH— Mr.  President,  I  move  No.  1  be 
taken  from  the  calendar. 

President  KELLY — The  question  is  on  giving 
the  order  its  second  reading. 

Coun.  CHASE — Mr.  President,  I  understand, 
sir,  his  Honor  the  Mayor  and  the  Boston  Real 
Estate  Board  apparently  disagree  on  just  how 
this  $5,000,000  should  be  spent.  Apparently  his 
Honor  the  Mayor  is  in  favor  of  spending  it  for  the 
erection  of  tremendous  cage  garages.  Apparently 
the  Boston  Real  Estate  Exchange  Board  advises 
the  spending  of  it  in  the  acquiring  of  parking  lots 
in  different  parts  of  the  city.  I  think,  sir,  that 
the  members  of  the  Council  before  they  give  a 
final  vote  to  this  matter  should  once  more  de- 
termine just  what  is  going  to  be  done  with  this 
money.  We  were  told  originally,  sir,  that  the 
money  was  to  be  spent  for  the  acquiring  of  various 
lots  throughout  the  city.  Now,  sir,  we  find  some- 
where a  variance  because  his  Honor  the  Mayor  is 
at  variance  with  the  people  who  originally  advo- 
cated the  $5,000,000  loan.  Apparently,  sir,  the 
advocates  of  this  proposition  at  the  present  time 
are  in  disagreement  as  to  how  it  is  to  be  spent. 
Are  we  expected,  under  those  circumstances,  to 
pass  over  to  them  $5,000,000  of  the  public's  money? 
I  think  we  should  ascertain  just  how  this  money 
is  going  to  be  spent,  especially  in  view  of  the  dis- 
agreement between  his  Honor  the  Mayor  and  the 
members  of  the  Boston  Real  Estate  Exchange 
Board.  I  think  we  should  be  careful  in  granting 
$5,000,000  of  the  public's  money  for  something 
which  we  do  not  know  about,  we  do  not  know 
what  it  is  going  to  be  spent  for.  The  Mayor  says 
cage  garages.  Some  of  the  advocates  say  it  is  for 
the  land.  Do  you  know  what  it  is  going  to  be 
spent  for?  Do  you  know  if  they  are  going  to  put 
up  a  $4,000,000  garage?  What  are  they  going  to 
do  with  the  public's  money? 

Coun.  MUCHNICK— Mr.  President,  a  point 
of  order.  This  matter  has  once  been  passed  finally 
by  the  Council.  It  is  here  on  request  of  the 
attorneys  for  the  banks  to  have  what  they  consider 
a  technicality  taken  care  of.  We  have  been  all 
through  this.  It  is  here  only  for  the  purpose  of 
amending  the  technicality  which  I  doubt  it  was, 
incidentally.  I  do  not  think  any  discussion  is  in 
order. 

President  KELLY — What  Councilor  Muchnick 
says  is  perfectly  right.  The  gentleman,  however, 
is  in  order  in  speaking  on  the  order,  councilor,  or 
any  member  of  the  Council  msy  speak  on  the  order. 

Coun.  CHhSE — Mr.  President,  this  is  a  new 
loan  order.  This  is  a  loan  order  before  the  mem- 
bers of  your  Council  to  provide  $5,000,000.  Now, 
sir,  I  submit  this  $5,000,000  does  not  belong  to 
your  department  stores  or  to  his  Honor  the  Mayor 
or  to  any  individual  in  this  room.  This  is  the 
taxpayers'  money.  We  are  expected  to  take  care 
of  this  by  giving  his  Honor  $5,000,000.  For 
what?  I  would  like  to  know.  Do  you  know  if 
they  are  going  to  spend  the  $5,000,000  for  parking 
lots  which  they  originally  contended  it  was  to  be 
spent  for,  or  is  it  to  be  spent  for  a  $4,000,000 
garage? 

Coun.  MUCHNICK— Does  the  councilor  yield 
for  a  question? 
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Coun.  CHASE — I  would  be  glad  to. 
Coun.  MUCHNICK — Would  you  just  as  soon 
incorporate  the  remarks  you  made  at  the  other 
hearings,    oouncilor,    as    your    remarks    for    this 
hearing,  and  let  us  get  on  with  other  business? 

Coun.    CHASE — Air.    President,    I    think    inas- 
inueh  as  I  am  serving  my  tenth  year  in  this  Body 
that    I    will  indulge   in   my   privilege   of   speaking 
my    mind    when    I    have    taken    the   floor.     Even 
though  at  times  I  might  be  repetitious,  I  do  not 
think  it  does  any  harm  whatever,  especially  when 
there  is  $5,000,000  of  the  taxpayers'  money  to  be 
spent  on  something  about  which  we  do  not  know. 
Mr.  President,  this  loan  order  is  before  us  today 
because  a  few  months  ago  his  Honor  the  Mayor 
could  not  muster  the  necessary  15  votes  to  have 
it  passed.     A  minority  group  in  your  Council,  sir, 
was  successful  in  compelling  his  Honor  the  Mayor 
to  have  it  again  come  before  us  with  a  request 
for    $5,000,000.     I    think    that    this    second    and 
third  order  which  his  Honor  the  Mayor  has  sent 
to  us  should  only  impress  us  more  than  ever  before 
of  the  great  responsibility  we  have  in  passing  on 
matters  such  as  this.     This  is  a   loan   order  for 
§5,000,000  of  the  taxpayers'  money  to  be  spent 
on    what?     Does   anyone    here    know?     I    think, 
Mr.    President,    that   the    voters    in    my    district 
expect  me  to  know  what  is  to  be  done  with  money 
which   we  appropriate.     That  is  the  reason   why 
we  are  here,  to  act  as  a  check  on  his  Honor  the 
Mayor   on   any   unnecessary   expenditures   of   the 
taxpayers'    money.     At   one   time    the   advocates 
of    this    proposition,    including    his    Honor    the 
Mayor,     appeared     before     our     committee     and 
before    our   whole    Body   and    said    they    wanted 
parking    lots.     They    did    not    know    where    the 
parking  lots  were  to  be  located,  but  they  did  not 
want  one  or  two  or  three  lots.     There  were  quite 
a  number  of  lots  to  be  bought  with  this  money. 
Now,  sir,  after  the  money  was  appropriated  and 
before  your  banks  said,  "No,  we  do  not  like  the 
technicality   which   the   minority   in   the   Council 
created  when  they  permitted  a  13  vote  on  a  loan 
order  which  necessitated  a   15  vote."     Now,   the 
loan  order  is  back  before  us.     In  the  meantime 
his  Honor  the   Mayor  and  some  of   the  original 
advocates  of  this  proposition  are  in  disagreement. 
I  think  the  Mayor's  disagreement  with  the  people 
who  were  primarily  responsible  for  securing  this 
legislation  warrants  us,  the  members  of  the  City 
Council,   to  hold   this  matter  up   until  we   know 
definitely  how  this  money  is  to  be  spent.     I  hope, 
sir,  that  when  you  vote  on  this  matter,  you  will 
have   in   mind,   sir,    we   are   voting   blindly.     We 
should  not  vote  favorably  until  we  know  the  full 
story  behind  this  picture.     I  warn  you,  sir,  that 
especially  in  view  of  the  actions  of  his  Honor  the 
Mayor   in   the   past,    and    those   actions   are    the 
§1,000,000  abatement,   the   Cohen  abatement  on 
Huntington   avenue   of   $100,000   and   now   when 

you  consider 

Coun.  KINSELLA — Mr.  President,  a  point  of 
order.  The  gentleman  is  talking  off  the  subject. 
He  will  do  it  all  night  if  the  Chair  does  not  rule 
flatly  one  way  or  the  other  now. 

President  KELLY — Councilor  Chase,  you  will 
kindly  confine  your  remarks  to  the  motion  before 
the  Body. 

Coun.  CHASE — Mr.  President,  I  am  talking 
about  his  Honor  the  Mayor  who  submitted  the 
loan  order  for  $5,000,000.  I  have  the  right,  sir, 
to  comment  on  the  man  who  sent  up  the  $5,000,000 
loan  order.     Of  course,  my  remarks  are  in  order. 

Coun.  MUCHNICK— Mr.  President,  the  gentle- 
man has  the  right  to  comment  all  he  wants  about 
the  Mayor  at  any  time  when  he  wants  except  when 
it  is  not  the  substance  of  the  motion  or  the  order. 

President  KELLY — Your  point  of  order  is  well 
taken,  councilor.  Councilor  Chase,  you  can  com- 
ment on  his  Honor  the  Mayor  in  that  regard,  and 
only  in  that  regard.  You  have  to  confine  your 
remarks  to  the  order  in  regard  to  his  Honor  the 
Mayor. 

Coun.  CHASE — Mr.  President,  all  of  my  re- 
marks pertain  to  the  reasons  why  we  should  not 
adopt  this  loan  order.  Certainly,  sir,  those  re- 
marks are  in  order. 

President  KELLY — The  Chair  will  rule  if  you 
insist  in  talking  about  his  Honor  the  Mayor  and 
anything  but  the  substance  of  the  $5,000,000  loan 
order,  that  he  is  going  to  rule  you  out  of  order. 

Coun.  CHASE — Mr.  President,  we  had  dictators, 
sir,  in  Italy  and  Oermany,  but  it  has  always  been 
known  in  your  City  Council  on  matters  of  such 
importance  as  $5,000,000  that  each  councilor  is 
entitled  to  freedom  of  debate,  especially,  sir,  when 
that  debate  is  pertaining  to  some  one  who  has  made 


it  possible  for  an  order  of  this  nature  to  be  before 
us.  Now,  Mr.  President,  I  am  here,  elected,  sir, 
by  the  people  of  Boston  to  safeguard  certain  ex- 
penditures or  proposed  expenditures  planned  by  the 
authorities.  The  man  responsible  for  this  proposi- 
tion today,  which  is  now  before  us,  has  committed 
a  number  of  actions  which  would  cause  any  sane 
man  to  act  slowly  on  any  matter  submitted  by  the 
gentleman  again.  I  say,  sir,  without  any  hesita- 
tion, that  in  view  of  the  fact  his  Honor  the  Mayor 
by  his  very  actions  in  the  past  has  caused  con- 
siderable ill  comment  by  the  press  and  by  respon- 
sible citizens,  he  has  caused  many  prominent 
people  in  our  city  to  give  great  consideration  as  to 
whether  he  has  the  right  to  be  sending  matters  like 
this  before  us.  In  any  event,  sir,  his  past  actions 
prompt  me  to  hesitate  before  I  vote  blindly  on  a 
matter  like  this,  and  especially  so  when  he  is  in 
discord  with  some  of  the  advocates  who  were 
responsible  for  this  legislation. 

Coun.  LINEHAN— Mr.  President,  will  the 
gentleman  yield  for  a  question? 

Coun.  CHASE — I  do  not  care  to  yield,  sir. 
Now,  Mr.  President,  for  me  to  be  criticized  by 
some  of  my  colleagues  is  all  very  well,  sir,  but  to 
rule  that  I,  a  minority  member  of  this  Body,  am  out 
of  order,  knowing,  sir,  that  you  will  be  sus- 
tained  

President  KELLY — Councilor  Chase,  let  me 
interrupt  you.  I,  as  President  of  the  Council, 
am  here  to  uphold  the  rules  of  the  Council.  Do 
you  know  what  the  rules  of  the  Council  are? 
You  will  not  be  ruled  out  of  order  by  the  Presi- 
dent of  this  Body  while  I  am  the  President  if  you 
are  in  order.     Councilor  Chase,  continue. 

Coun.  CHASE — Mr.  President,  may  I  remind 
you,  sir  that  in  my  argument  I  am  endeavoring 
to  reason  with  my  colleagues  why  they  should 
not  pass  this  order  and  because  of  the  fact  that 
I  commented  on  the  past  actions  of  his  Honor 
the  Mayor  you  said  I  was  out  of  order. 

President  KELLY — The  point  of  order  was 
brought  out  by  a  member  of  the  Council.  I 
agreed  with  the  member  of  the  Council.  You 
were  not  in  order.  I  asked  you  if  you  would 
kindly  confine  your  remarks  to  the  subject 
before  us. 

Coun.  CHASE — Mr.  President,  a  point  of 
parliamentary  inquiry.  In  order  to  endeavor 
to  reason  either  for  or  against  a  proposition  before 

this  Body 

President  KELLY — You  are  perfectly  in  order, 
councilor,  if  you  are  living  up  to  the  rules  of  the 
Council. 

Coun.  MUCHNICK— Mr.  President. 
President  KELLY — For  what  purpose  does  the 
gentleman  rise? 

Coun.  MUCHNICK— To  ask  for  the  floor. 
Coun.    BAYLEY— Mr.    President,    a   point   of 
information. 

President  KELLY — Councilor  Chase,  do  you 
yield  the  floor  to  Councilor  Muchnick? 

Coun.  BAYLEY— Mr.  President,  a  point  of 
order. 

President  KELLY — State  your  point  of  order. 
Coun.  BAYLEY — Is  Councilor  Muchnick  repre- 
senting   Ward    No.    1    now?     What    ward    is    he 
representing?     He    should    speak    from    his    own 
seat. 

Coun.  MUCHNICK— If  I  am  correct,  when 
Councilor  Chase  asked  for  a  point  of  parliamentary 

inquiry 

Coun.  BAYLEY — Councilor  Muchnick  is  out 
of  order  in  not  speaking  from  his  seat.  I  raise 
the  point  of  order,  Mr.  President. 

President  KELLY — Councilor  Chase  has  the 
floor.  Councilor  Muchnick,  will  you  kindly  take 
your  own  seat,  please,  and  let  us  have  everything 
in  order  here? 

Coun.  MUCHNICK  (speaking  from  his  own 
seat) — Mr.  President. 

President  KELLY— The  Chair  has  ruled  Coun- 
cilor Chase  still  has  the  floor  even  though  he 
asked  for  a  point  of  parliamentary  inquiry.  For 
what  purpose  does  the  gentleman  rise? 

Coun.  MUCHNICK — I  was  going  to  question 
that  ruling  before  you  made  it.  If  you  have 
already  made  it,  I  do  not  rise  any  longer. 

Coun.  CHASE — Mr.  President,  I  am  very  sur- 
prised, sir,  that  I  am  prevented  from  using  argu- 
ments to  my  colleagues,  endeavoring  to  reason 
with  them  why  they  should  not  pass  this  order. 
May  I  say  this,  sir,  that  we  do  not  know  how 
this  money  is  to  be  spent.  We  should  not  take 
favorable  action  on  the  order  because  of  our  lack 
of  knowledge.  This  order  requires  15  votes  in 
the  affirmative.     If  I  am  successful,  sir,  in  con- 
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vincing  a  number  of  councilors  that  his  Honor  the 
Mayor  will  only  get  14  votes,  then  I  have  accom- 
plished something.  There  may  be  a  delay,  sir. 
It  will  give  us  further  enlightenment.  I  per- 
sonally am  against  this  loan  order  in  any  event 
because  I  feel  that  we  should  not  be  trusting  his 
Honor  the  Mayor  with  $5,000,000  outright,  espe- 
cially when  we  have  no  knowledge  of  how  it  is 
to  be  spent  or  where  or  what  part  of  the  city  it 
will  be  spent  in.  I  realize  a  traffic  condition 
exists.  I  realize  our  authorities  have  to  do  some- 
thing about  remedying  this  condition.  But,  sir, 
in  view  of  the  lack  of  knowledge,  in  view  of  the 
disagreement  between  his  Honor  the  Mayor  and 
other  advocates  of  this  proposition,  I  do  not  think 
we  would  be  giving  him  $5,000,000  prudently. 
I  think  at  the  very  most  we  should  give  him 
$1,000,000,  with  the  promise  that  if  that  first 
-million  dollars  is  expended  properly  and  judi- 
ciously, another  $1,000,000  will  be  given. 

Coun.   MUCHNICK— Mr.   President,   I   would 
like  to  ask  the  councilor  a  question. 

President     KELLY— Will     you     yield     for     a 
question? 

Coun.  CHASE— No. 

President  KELLY — I  am  sorry,  councilor. 

Coun.  CHASE — Mr.  President,  I  have  been  very 
patient  on  a  number  of  occasions  I  have  been  in 
this  Body.  I  am  one  of  the  senior  members  of  the 
Council.  I  expect  to  be  back  here  another  year. 
I  have  listened  to  the  ravings  and  the  tantrums  of 
many  councilors  here  for  a  much  longer  time  than 
I  have  had  the  floor  today.  Never  have  I  sat  in 
my  chair  and  in  an  undertone  criticized  a  colleague 
because  he  was  on  his  feet  saying  what  he  thinks 
is  right.  All  I  ask  is  to  be  heard.  Mr.  President, 
is  it  illogical  for  me  to  say,  don't  vote  for  this 
$5,000,000  loan  order  because  we  do  not  know 
what  and  how  this  money  is  to  be  spent?  It  would 
seem  to  me,  sir,  any  business  institution  in  your 
Commonwealth  would  expect  its  board  of  directors 
to  know  a  little  more  about  how  $5,000,000  was  to 
be  spent  than  we  do  before  they  would  consider  it 
reasonable  on  the  part  of  the  directors  to  vote  in 
the  affirmative.  You  know,  Mr.  President,  as  well 
as  I,  there  is  not  one  member  of  the  Council  who 
has  the  remotest  idea  of  how  this  money  is  to  be 
spent  or  where  it  is  to  spent.  Since  that  13  vote 
in  the  affirmative  on  the  $5,000,000  loan  order 
some  few  months  ago,  his  Honor  the  Mayor 
apparently  has  changed  horses  and  said  he  is 
going  to  spend  it  for  a  ten  or  fifteen-story  cage 
garage.  We  were  told,  sir,  before  this  money 
was  given  to  him  by  this  illegal  vote  that  this 
money  was  to  be  spent  in  at  least  eight  or  ten 
different  sections  of  the  city,  that  we  had  a  bad 
traffic  condition  which  existed  not  only  in  your 
downtown  section  but  throughout  your  downtown, 
area,  not  just  next  door  to  Filene's  but  all  around 
the  city.  Your  traffic  experts  who  advocated  this 
proposition  came  before  us  and  said,  "We  need 
probably  $15,000,000  to  acquire  a  lot  of  parking 
sites.  Before  we  are  through  with  your  $5,000,000 
we  will  probably  acquire  eight  or  ten  different 
parking  lots."  Bear  in  mind,  sir,  in  view  of  that 
testimony,  13  members  of  the  Council  saw  fit  to 
vote  in  the  affirmative  and  to  give  this  $5,000,000 
to  his  Honor  the  Mayor.  His  Honor  the  Mayor 
after  he  thought  it  over  before  the  bankers  kicked 
up  because  of  the  question  of  legality, —  he 
apparently  had  come  in  conflict  with  some  of  the 
advocates  of  this  and  he  says  a  fifteen-story 
garage  or  a  twelve-story  cage  garage  is  to  be  built. 
How  much  money  is  going  to  be  spent  on  that 
garage?  Do  you  know?  Is  all  of  the  $5,000,000 
to  be  spent  on  this  one  cage  garage?  If  that  is  so, 
I  submit  to  you  that  the  remedying  of  the  traffic 
condition  that  exists  in  Boston  will  not  take  place. 
This  legislation  will  be  a  joke.  You  know  as  well 
as  I  do  that  no  one  structure  in  the  City  of  Boston 
will  relieve  the  traffic  congestion  that  exists.  I 
can  readily  comprehend  how  large  parking  lots 
might  relieve  the  traffic  congestion.  I  cannot 
comprehend  how  one  mammoth  cage  garage  in  the 
downtown  area  is  going  to  relieve  traffic  on  Boylston 
street,  or  cars  from  Tremont,  Beacon  street  or  any 
other  section  of  the  downtown  area.  I  think  in 
view  of  the  contradictions  of  his  Honor  the  Mayor 
and  in  view  of  the  controversy  which  apparently 
does  exist  between  his  Honor  the  Mayor  and  the 
advocates  of  this,  that  we  should  hold  it  up  and 
invite  in  the  men  who  apparently  conflict  with 
his  Honor  the  Mayor  and  find  out  what  is  in  back 
of  all  this,  what  is  the  best  thing  to  be  done  with 
the  money.  His  Honor  the  Mayor  did  not  sell 
me  on  the  idea  he  should  be  given  $5,000,000.  My 
willingness  to  give  his  Honor  the  Mayor  $1,000,000 


is  because  of  the  fact  responsible  citizens  apparently 
think  this  is  a  good  proposition.  You  had 
prominent  businessmen  and  taxpayers  and  others 
who  came  before  us  with  experts  and  sold  us  on  the 
idea.  Because  of  those  people  I  was  willing  to 
shut  my  eyes  to  the  man  downstairs  and  gamble 
one  million  dollars  of  the  taxpayers'  money,  but 
no  more.  Now,  sir,  we  find  somewhere  apparently 
his  Honor  the  Mayor  is  in  conflict  with  some  of  the 
advocates  of  this  proposition. 

Coun.  MUCHNICK— Mr.  President,  a  point  of 
order.  It  seems  to  me  that  you  ought  to  have 
some  consideration  for  us  as  well  as  for  the  speaker. 
He  has  told  us  at  least  five  times  in  the  last  five 
minutes  that  his  Honor  the  Mayor  is  in  conflict 
with  other  persons  who  proposed  this.  I  do  not 
think  we  ought  to  be  subjected  to  this  repetition. 

President  KELLY — The  Chair  will  warn  Coun- 
cilor Chase  he  is  not  going  to  permit  him  to  con- 
duct a  one-man  filibuster  all  afternoon.  You  can 
continue  talking.  If  you  insist  on  repeating,  I 
shall  have  to  rule  you  out  of  order.  If  you  have 
something  new,  the  Council  will  be  glad  to  hear 
it.  If  you  continue  repeating  what  you  have  said, 
the  President  will  have  to  rule  you  out  of  order. 
Councilor  Chase,  continue. 

Coun.  BAYLEY— Mr,  President,  I  rise  to  ask 
where  the  rules  declare  this  gentleman  out  of  order 
for  repeating  what  he  said  before. 

President  KELLY — I  would  suggest  you  pur- 
chase any  parliamentary  law  book  and  find  it  there. 

Coun.  BAYLEY— Is  it  in  our  rules,  Mr.  Presi- 
dent? 

President  KELLY — It  does  not  have  to  be  in 
our  rules.  It  is  a  matter  of  parliamentary  pro- 
cedure. Councilor  Chase  knows  the  rules  of  the 
Council. 

Coun.  BAYLEY — Mr.  President,  where  does  it 
say  in  our  rules  that  we  are  governed  by  any  such 
parliamentary  rules  of  procedure  by  which  you 
declare  a  man.  out  of  order  because  he  emphasizes 
a  point? 

President  KELLY — It  has  been  understood  for 
the  past  forty  years  in  the  City  Council.  Coun- 
cilor Chase,  if  you  ask  him,  well  understands  that 
part  of  the  procedure  of  the  City  Council  that  he 
should  not  be  repeating  his  argument  before  the 
members  of  the  City  Council. 

Coun.  BAVLEY — That  is  in  a  parliamentary 
book? 

President  KELLY — Any  parliamentary  book. 

Coun.  CHASE— Mr.  President,  I  would  like  to 
know  whether  or  not  a  cage  garage  fifteen  or 
twenty  stories,  or  a  twelve-story  cage  garage  down 
on  Franklin  street  or  Summer  street  will  relieve 
the  traffic  at  the  corner  of  Stuart  and  Tremont 
streets.  I  would  like  to  know  whether  or  not  a 
cage  garage  on  Summer  street  would  relieve  the 
traffic  up  around  Kenmore  square.  I  would  like 
to  know  whether  or  not  a  cage  garage  could  relieve 
the  traffic  at  Scollay  square  if  it  were  located  on 
Summer  street.  I  would  like  to  know  whether  a 
cage  garage,  a  mammoth  structure  in  the  central 
area  of  your  shopping  district,  would  relieve  the 
traffic  in  the  narrowest  sections  of  downtown 
Boston.  We  have  a  traffic  condition  that  exists 
up  on  Massachusetts  avenue.  It  is  quite  a  bit  of 
traffic  congestion.  People  park  their  cars  all  day 
long  on  Massachusetts  avenue  and  on  certain  parts 
of  Huntington  avenue.  I  would  like  to  know  if  a 
cage  garage  down  in  the  Fort  Hill  square  area 
would  relieve  the  traffic  in  the  Back  Bay  area.  I 
would  like  to  know  more  about  the  traffic  conges- 
tion. I  would  like  to  know  more  about  whether 
or  not  it  is  advisable  to  have  a  mammoth  cage 
garage  or  if  it  is  not  a  better  idea  to  have  ten  or 
twelve  individual  parking  lots  located  all  over 
downtown  Boston. 

Coun.  LINEHAN— Mr.  President,  I  want  to 
answer  the  gentleman  from  Ward  4  (Councilor 
Chase) . 

Coun.  CHASE— Well,  Mr.  President,  I  have  not 
yielded. 

President  KELLY — Do  you  yield  to  Councilor 
Linehan? 

Coun.  CHASE— I  do  not  yield,  sir.  Mr.  Presi- 
dent, I  do  not  profess  to  be  an  expert.  I  do  not 
think  we  have  any  experts  in  our  Council.  I 
would  like  to  get  that  information  from  experts. 
I  would  like  to  be  informed  from  people  duly 
qualified  to  give  us  expert  opinion.  I  think  that 
we  are  entitled  to  expert  opinion  because  it  in- 
volves $5,000,000  of  the  public's  money.  Now, 
sir,  I  do  not  know  if  I  have  convinced  the  members 
of  this  Body  as  to  the  advisability  of  their  holding 
up  this  loan  order  until  we  get  more  definite  infor- 
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■nation.  But  I  do  know,  sir,  that  if  something 
breaks  in  the  future  and  we  get  a  white  elephant 
or  if  there  is  any  other  break  which  may  bring 
criticism  in  the  future  from  your  taxpayers  and 
from  the  public  in  general,  we,  sir,  will  be  right  up 
to  our  necks  in  it  because  we  are  the  ones  making 
it  possible  for  his  Honor  the  Mayor  to  spend  the 
money.  I  hope,  sir,  that  a  sufficient  number  of 
my  colleagues  will  see  fit  to  go  along  with  me  and 
vote  in  the  negative  on  this  matter.  I  appeal  to 
them,  sir,  in  behalf  of  good  government  that  they 
should  not  act  hastily  on  this  matter  today. 

Coun.  LINEHAN— Mr.  President,  it  is  probably 
unusual   that    I   should   take  my  seat  today   and 
speak  in  favor  of  this  loan  order.     But  due  to  the 
fact  his  Honor  the  Mayor  has  taken  issue  with  his 
Real  Estate    Commissioners  and  the  chairman  of 
the   Planning    Board,    that  is   one  reason   why    I 
changed   my   vote   two   weeks   ago   and   voted  in 
favor    of    the    §5,000,000    order.     Now    about   a 
month  ago  I  argued  that  I  did  not  think  you  could 
get  ten  select  spots  in  the  City  of  Boston  to  install 
parking  areas.     I   stated  you   could   not  get  ten 
such  spots  in  the  City  of  Boston  between  Stuart 
street   and   Scollay   square.     I    think   every   City 
Councilor,  including  the  gentleman  from  Ward  4 
(Councilor  Chase)  will  agree  with  me  it  would  be 
almost   impossible    with    only    $5,000,000    to    get 
ten   spots   within    that    area.     I   also   contended 
about  a  month  ago  that  ten  black  spots  through- 
out the  city  certainly  would  not  beautify  the  city. 
I  still  say,  sir,  that  ten  black  spots  used  for  operat- 
ing parking  areas  would  be  anything  but  a  beau- 
tiful attraction  in  our  city.     Now,  the  gentleman 
from  Ward  4  has  cried  out  against  land  damages 
for  many  months,  and  I  have  agreed  with  him. 
I  voted  against  this  order  along  with  him  a  few 
months  ago.     I  also  voted  that  we  should  give  his 
Honor  the  Mayor  only  $2,000,000  to  start,  and  if 
he  did  a  good  job  through  his  Real  Estate  Com- 
missioners   and    the    Planning    Board,    we    would 
then    take   an    additional    $3,000,000    and    make 
that  available.     Now,  since  all  of  those  arguments 
and  since  we  listened  to  the  so-called  experts  we 
had  before  us  in  the  Executive  Session,  I  have  had 
occasion  to  read  what  other  cities  have  done  in 
regard  to  their  parking  problem.     For  example, 
I  have  found  out  that  Chicago  has  about  eleven 
stories,  a  so-called  cage  garage,  which  takes  care 
of  some  2,000  or  3,000  cars.     The  gentleman  from 
Ward  4  was  not  here  when  I  mentioned  two  weeks 
ago  the  fact  that  in  New  York  their  plan  is  to 
erect  something  like  two  or  three  ten-  or  twelve- 
story  garages  in  the  City  of  New  York  to  take 
care  of  parking  in  that  particular  city.     It  is  also 
my   understanding   that   Washington,    D.    C,    is 
doing  the  same  thing.     Now,  if  I  thought  that  the 
Real    Estate    Commissioners    and    the    Planning 
Board  departments  were  going  to  win  out  in  regard 
to  this  so-called  open  air,  black  top  parking  areas, 
I    think    I    would    probably    vote    against    the 
35,000,000    for    off-street    parking.     I    certainly 
have  not  been  patting  his  Honor  the  Mayor  on 
the   back   all  year  long.     I   patted   him   on   the 
back  when  I  stated  two  weeks  ago  that  he  did  not 
agree  with  the  so-called  Real  Estate  Commissioners 
and  the  Planning  Board  head  who  will  be  in  charge 
of  this  expenditure  of  $5,000,000  with  the  approval 
of   the   Mayor,   naturally,   in   regard   to   the  site. 
I  think  it  is  a  fairly  healthy  sign.     Much  to  my 
Surprise,  I  find  that  his  Honor  the  Mayor  does  not 
agree  with  the  Real  Estate  Commissioners  and  the 
Planning  Board  head.     I  should  think  the  gentle- 
man from  Ward  4,  like  myself,   who   has  been  in 
disagreement  with  his   Honor  the  Mayor,   would 
think  that  it  is  a  healthy  sign  that  his  Honor  the 
Mayor  has  not  dictated  to  the  Real  Estate  Com- 
missioners and  the  Planning  Board  head  as  to  what 
he  thinks  must  be  the  type  which  shall  be  used  to 
correct   the   parking  situation   in   Boston.     If  he 
were  dictating,  it  is  my  opinion  if  he  wanted  to, 
he    probably    could    influence    the    Real    Estate 
Commissioners    and    probably     could     somewhat 
influence   the   chairman   of   the   Planning   Board, 
although   I   have  my   doubts   in   that  respect.     I 
find  myself  agreeing  with  his   Honor  the  Mayor 
as  to  how  the  money  should  be  spent  for  these 
reasons.     I   think    the   gentleman   from   Ward   4 
will  agree  with  me.     If  we  can  select  about  three 
sites  and  build  cage  garages  on  them,  let  us  assume 
for  $5,000,000,  we  can  get  three  or  four  good  sites  in 
Boston,  say  from  Stuart  street  to  Scollay  square 
out  to  around  Massachusetts  avenue  and  around 
back  to  the  South  Station,  in  that  area  if  we  can 
get  four  or  five  good  sites  and  construct  five  or  six 
cage  garages,  which  I  think  can  be  done,  according 
to    Mr.    Eliot   who   said    the   cost   would  not  be 


tremendous  so  far  as  the  construction  of  a  five- 
story  cage  garage  is  concerned,  I  think  he  would 
agree  you  could  have  at  least  five  such  cage  garages 
at  a  cost  of  $5,000,000.     Let  us  assume  they  were 
six  stories  high.     That  would  give  us  about  thirty 
spaces  for  parking  cars.     I   want  the  gentleman 
from  Ward  4  to  really  listen  to  this  and  digest  it. 
That  is  comparable  to  thirty  sites  that  you  might 
select  throughout  the  same  area.     It  is  the  equiva- 
lent in  parking  of  cars  in  five  sites.     Six  stories 
high  will  park  as  many  as  thirty  black  top  spots 
in  our  city.     I  think  it  is  good   business   to    take 
by  eminent  domain  or  whatever  way  we  acquire 
them  only  five  sites.     I  contend  it  is  much  cheaper 
in  land  damages  or  graft  or  whatever  you  might 
call  it,  in  dealing  with  five  sites  than  thirty  sites. 
If  you  take  thirty  sites,  you  have  the  possibilities 
of  land  graft  in  thirty  sites.     If  you  take  five  sites, 
you  have  a  possibility  of  land  graft  in  five  sites. 
That  seems  fundamental.     Hasn't  that  a   better 
chance  of  being  administered  more  honestly  than 
thirty  spots?     It  seems  to  me  the  answer  should 
be  in  the  affirmative.     I  would  vote  to  give  his 
Honor  the   Mayor  only  $2,000,000  but  I  realize 
we    tried    that    before,    councilor,    and    we    were 
defeated.     I  was  on  your  side.     If  I  thought  we 
could    win    by   amending   the    order   in    the    first 
reading  two  weeks  ago  to  read  $2,000,000,  I  would 
vote  in  favor,  but  unfortunately  we  cannot  vote 
that  way  today.     We  vote  for  the  $5,000,000  or  we 
do  not  vote  for  anything.     As  I  said  at  the  start, 
I  voted  against  off-street  parking  some  time  ago 
with  the  exception  of  two  weeks  ago  when  I  voted 
in  favor.     At  that  time  I  said  I  was  changing  my 
vote  due  to  the  fact  that  I  supposed  his  Honor 
the  Mayor's  opinion  would  override  that  of  the 
Real    Estate    Commissioners    and    the    Planning 
Board  head.     I  sincerely  hope  his  logic  will  pre- 
vail.    If  so,  I  will  not  feel  as  though  my  vote  is 
a  bad  one  today.     I  will  feel  it  is  a  good  one.     In 
conclusion,  I  still  say  this.     If  I  had  my  way  in 
solving   the    traffic    problem,    I    would    not    start 
with  the  proposition  before  us  today.     I  would  try 
to    get   the    State    Legislature    through   an    order 
which  I  filed  some  weeks  ago  to  give  the  City  of 
Boston  a  sufficient  amount  of  money  so  that  we 
could  widen  our  streets  before  we  get  additional 
parking  areas  in  the  city.     I  also  filed  an  order 
which  would  give   us  the  authority  and  also  be 
financed  through  the  Highway  Fund,  to  construct 
a  truck  terminal  in  the  outskirts  of  the  city.     I 
also  at  that  time  suggested  our  traffic  regulations 
should  be  enforced  probably  a  little  more  strictly 
than  they  have  up  to  date,  although  I  notice  when 
you  try  to  enforce  them  it  is  a  matter  of  whom 
you  enforce  them  against.     Only  several  days  ago 
they  were  going  to  take  the  trucks  off  the  city 
streets  at  certain  hours.     The  truck  drivers  and 
companies  are  up  against  it  no  matter  what  you 
do   about  the   traffic   problem.     When   you   start 
to  go  into  working  gear,  you  do  not  seem  to  reach 
any  accord  with  anybody.     In  the  end  you  get 
nowhere.     At   least   to   my   mind,    this   will   take 
some  ears  off  the  streets.     It  might  unfortunately 
bring  more  cars  into  the  city.     I  say  unfortunately. 
When  four  or  five  o'clock  rolls  around,  and   we 
have  an  additional  4,000  or  5,000  cars  in  the  city, 
our  traffic  condition  at  that  time  is  going  to  be 
worse.     I  agree  with  the  gentleman  from  Ward  10 
(Councilor    Carey).     He    and    I    mentioned    that 
fact   some   months   ago.     I   do   not   know   what 
else  I  can  say  before  I  sit  down.     I  will  briefly 
summarize  without  getting  ruled  out  of  order,   I 
hope.     I  think  it  is  better  to  have  six  cage  garages, 
six  stories  high,  or  five  cage  garages  six  stories  high, 
which  is  the  equivalent  of  thirty  black  top  areas 
throughout  the  city.     Mr.  Eliot  said  they  could  be 
constructed   at   a    reasonable    cost      He    was   the 
gentleman  we  had  before  us  in  the  Executive  Session 
of  the  City  Council.     The  City  of  New  York  and 
the  City  of  Chicago  and  Washington,  D.  C,  are 
helping  to  solve  their  problem  by  cage  garages. 
The  City  of  Chicago  already  has  an  eleven-story 
cage  garage  which  is  proving  very  satisfactory  in 
that  city.     It  seems  to  me  if  it  turns  out  satis- 
factorily in  Chicago,  it  has  a  fair  chance  of  success 
in  Boston.     I  might  say  I  think  the  gentlemen  of 
the  Council  will  agree  the  black  spot  that  adjoins 
our  City  Hall  is  certainly  no  additional   beauty 
spot  to  our  City  Hall  or  to  the  city.     I  am  glad 
to  see  his  Honor  the  Mayor  in  this  instance  is  not 
dictating  to  the  department  heads,  as  apparently 
he  is  not,  as  to  what  they  will  recommend  to  him 
before  he  acts.     He  has  let  them  recommend,  and 
then  he  has  told  them  he  does  not  agree.     I  hope 
that  continues.     We  will  have  less  buildings  torn 
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down  throughout  the  city  if  we  adopt  the  cage 
garage  type  of  parking  for  automobiles.  I  say 
when  you  tear  down  buildings  you  tear  down 
taxable  property.  Whether  they  are  obsolete 
or  old,  you  will  find  they  are  worth  something. 
They  are  worth  more  than  tearing  down  and 
creating  a  black  top  area  for  parking  cars.  The 
city  will  not  make  much  money  in  the  long  run. 
This  is  not  a  money-making  proposition.  If  it 
were,  private  enterprise  would  indulge  in  it. 
They  would  build  homes  for  veterans  if  there  was 
a  profit  in  it  at  this  time.  It  means  if  anybody  is 
going  to  solve  these  problems,  it  has  to  be  done 
through  the  taxpayers  of  the  City  of  Boston  and 
not  by  private  business. 

Coun.  SCANNELL— Mr.  President,  I  shall  try 
to   be   as   brief   as   possible.     We   have   had   this 
thrashed  out  in  the  past  three  months.     I  do  not 
wish  to  concur  with  some  of  the  remarks  from  the 
gentleman    from    Ward    4    (Councilor    Chase)    in 
regard  to  this,  but  I  as  a  member  of  the  Council 
am  opposed  to  off-street  parking  and  the  way  it 
was    presented    in    this    Body.     When    this    loan 
order   came  in   there   were   many  suggestions  by 
members  of  this  Body  that  I  believe  were  good 
suggestions.     I    think    that    these    men    who    are 
going  to  try  to  relieve  the  traffic  problem  in  this 
city  should  listen  to  them.     First,  I  might  say, 
if  we  enforced  our  traffic  rules  in  this  city  in  a 
much   better   way   than   they  are   enforced,   then 
your  traffic  situation  in  this  city  would  not  be  as 
bad  as  it  is  today.     I  reiterate  that  I  have  gone 
throughout  the  city  day  in  and  out,  and  seen  cars 
parked  double  in  the  city.     Nothing  could  get  in 
or  out  because  automobiles  were  parked  adjacent 
to    property    where    the    drivers    wanted    to    go. 
That  is  a   situation   for  the   Police   Department. 
When    I   brought   that   to    the   attention    of   the 
Police  Commissioner,  he  got  up  in  arms  and  said 
nobody  was  going  to  dictate  to  him.     Well,  we 
are  going  to  do  something  about  this  situation. 
Let  us  start  at  the  root  of  the  evil.     The  con- 
ditions that  exist  today  have  to  be  controlled  by 
changing  legislation  on  the  parking  fines  in  Boston 
today.     If   we  strictly  enforce   the  parking  rules 
of  the   city  and  had  a  larger  fine  on  the  many 
parkers  in  this  city  today,  we  might  be  able  to  get 
down  to  a  point  where  we  could  help  the  situation. 
People   are    using   the   streets    of   Boston    today, 
mostly  outside  people.     They  are  paying  for  the 
parking  privilege  in  the  streets  of  Boston.     That 
should  not  be.     That  should  be  looked  into  and 
cleared   up.     We   should   listen   to   the   man   who 
knows  something  about  cage  garages.     Through 
the    chairman    of    the    Executive    Committee,    I 
invited  a  man  by  the  name  of  Samuel  Eliot  who 
has  the  only  cage  garage  in  the  city.     I  received 
a   letter   from   him   today   stating   that   the   city- 
should    not    go   into    private    business.     That   is 
what  I  insist  on,  that  the  city  not  go  into  private 
business.     Suppose    we    took    an    area    here    in 
Scollay  square  or  at  the  South  Station  and  put  in 
a  twelve-story  cage  garage.     What  would  happen 
to  the  Bowdoin  Square  garage?     Suppose  we  put 
one  in  Park  square.     What  would  happen  to  the 
Park      Square     Garage?     Certainly,      gentlemen, 
these   men    would    have    to    go    out   of    business. 
They  say  they  are  not  in  private  enterprise,  but 
they   certainly   are.     They   are   going   to   finance 
this  and  furnish  money  for  the  garages,  or  any- 
thing pertaining  to  off-street  parking.     They  are 
investing  our  money  to  help  put  somebody  else  in 
business.     If    we   put   a    garage    on    Milk   street, 
what  are  we  going  to  do, — tear  down  a  building 
assessed   at   $<i,O0O,000,    and   put   a   cage   garage 
down  in  that  section?     How  much  would  it  run 
into  in  the  course  of  one  venture  of  this  kind?_     I 
believe  I  am  correct  in  saying  if  they  had  parking 
areas  adjacent  to  the  rapid  transit  lines,  it  would 
solve    the    problem.     Go    up    to    the    Legislature 
where  off-street  parking  started,  incidentally.     It 
was    begun    by    a   gentleman    from    Southbridge, 
Edward  W.  Staves,  coming  in  and  telling  us  we 
should  take  care  of  off-street  parking  here  in  this 
city.     As  I  say,  I  did  not  concur  with  the  remarks 
of  the  councilor  from  Ward  4  because  he  inferred 
the  Mayor  of  the  City  of  Boston  wanted  this  off- 
street  parking.     Well,  as  far  as  I  am  concerned, 
and   I  am   opposed   to  it,   the   Mayor  of   Boston 
never  said  anytning  to  me  in  favor  of  it,  for  or 
against  off-street  parking.     That  is  the  truth.     I    • 
certainly  am  in  a  quandary  when  the  gentleman 
from   SSouthbridge   comes   down   and   tells   us   the 
best  way  to  relieve  tne  parsing  situation  in  Boston. 
Evidently  he  does  not  know  much  about  off-street 
parking.     They  want  $5,000,000  of  the  taxpayers' 
money.     I  still  do  not  know  what  they  are  going 


to  do.     I  want  to  read  a  letter  from  Mr.  Eliot 
who  has  the  only  cage  garage  in  Boston.     It  is 
directed  to  me.     It  says: 
"Dear  Councilor: 

"On  September  10  I  wrote  you  in  connection 
with  cage  garages.  I  wish  to  quote  Paragraph  5 
as  a  reminder  only,  as  I  understand  the  $5, 000, 000 
bill  has  been  thrown  back  to  the  Council,  as  it 
really  should  be. 

'No.  5.  Inasmuch  as  private  enterprise  is 
able  and  willing  to  finance  cage  garages  (the 
cheapest  known  substantial  method  of  parking 
cars  safely  and  adequately),  the  city  should 
realize  that  this  can  easily  be  made  possible  and 
profitable  both  to  the  owner  and  the  city  with  no 
investment  by  the  city  if  fair  assessments  were 
put  on  the  land  wherever  the  location.' 

"I  want  to  bring  out  more  strongly  that  con- 
sideration should  be  given  to  the  present  garage 
owners  with  their  large  investment  and  obligation 
to  pay  heavy  taxes.  I  know  of  no  semi-profitable 
business  that  should  be  restricted  by  the  city 
or  interfered  with  by  direct  competition  of  a  non- 
profitable  nature. 

"What  is  the  matter  with  the  assessors? 
Mr.  Allen  said  to  me  only  yesterday  that  any 
slight  reductions  in  assessments  anywhere  would 
jeopardize  the  financial  situation  of  the  city.  I 
have  claimed  for  many  years  that  overassessments 
are  killing  private  enterprise  and  this  is  suicidal 
to  any  city." 

I  agree  with  Mr.  Eliot.     He  goes  along  further 
and  pays  me  a  littie. tribute.     I  believe  as  far  as  I 
am  concerned  in  my  vote  today,  that  I  am  right 
in    voting    against    off-street    parking.     I    cannot 
see  for  the  life  of  me  how  a  city  can  go  and  spend 
$5,000,000  or  $10,000,000  or  $15,000,000  and  go 
into  an  area  such  as  this  and  take  a  building  down 
that  is  worth  $3,000,000  or  $4,000,000  and  spend 
$3,000,000  more  for  a  cage  garage.     What  is  the 
result?     They  are  going  to  sell  those  to  private 
interests.     Private  interests  will  come  in  and  bid 
on  the  cage  garages.     If  we  spend  $7,000,000  to 
build  these,  they  can  come  in  and  auction  the  cage 
garage  off  for  $5,000,000.     This  matter  has  to  be 
threshed    out    not    only    for    $5,000,000    but    for 
$20,000,000.     I  know  of  a  lot  better  way.     I  am 
sincere   when   I   say   take   your   parking   problem 
in  this  city  and  put  it  outside  at  the  rapid  transit 
lines.     That  is  the  way  that  you  really  will  take 
care  of  the  parking  problem  in  Boston.     I  want  to 
be  as  short  as  I  can  in  my  remarks._     I  had  an 
experience  the  other  day,  on  Friday  o'f  last  week. 
There  was  a  terrific  crowd  in  the  vicinity  of  Summer 
street    and    Washington   street.      What   was   the 
result?     At     Boylston    street    and     Washington 
street,  gentlemen,  they  stopped  automobiles  from 
going  down  to  the  downtown  section  of  the  city. 
It  gives  my  argument  a  lot  better  emphasis.     If 
they  stopped   them  at  Columbia  Station  and  at 
Ashmont,    a   man    could    come   in   on    the   rapid 
transit  line.     That  is  a  good  argument,  and  that  is 
why   I   am   voting   against   off-street   parking.     I 
know  for  a  fact,   I  do  not  care  who  makes  any 
money  in  this  matter,   I   certainly  do  not  think 
the  city  should  go  into  the  garage   business.     I 
think  first  of  all  we  should  make  sure  our  Police 
Department  enforces  the  tratfic  regulations  of  this 
city  and  goes  to  the  Legislature  and  asks  them  to 
put  a  larger  fine  on  parking  violators  in  this  city. 
That  is  the  way  our  traffic  problem  will  be  solved. 
Coun.  RUSSO — Mr.  President,  I,  as  one  of  the 
councilors    who    was    in    the    opposition    on    this 
$5,000,000     off-street     parking,     contributed     to 
making  it  possible  to  have  it  before  us  once  again. 
I  heartily  agree  with  the  councilor  from  Ward  7 
(Councilor    Linehan)    in    his   previous   statement. 
Nothing  could  have  changed  my  vote  more  than 
the  action  taken  by  the  advocates  of  this  partic- 
ular project.     If  you  stop  and  think  back  on  how 
the   councilors    who    were   in    opposition    on    this 
project  were  criticized   by   the  press  and   by  in- 
dividuals because  they  took  a  stand  with  others  in 
demanding  information  in  regard  to  this  off-street 
parking.     Do    you    know    where    and    how    this 
money   will   be   spent,   how   many    parking   areas 
are  to  be  built  with  the  $5,000,000?    The  advocates 
who  appeared  before  our  committee  stated  they 
did  not  care  where  the  parking  places  were  going 
to  be  built.     They  did  not  care  how  they   were 
going   to    be   built,      they   felt   off-street   parking 
would  be  a  solution  of  the  problem  of  our  con- 
gested streets.     Now  it  seems  to  me  they  were  the 
ones  who  made  it  possible  to  have  the  councilors 
in  opposition  criticized  at  that  time.     They  agree 
with  us  by  the  stand  they  have  taken  today.     I 
saw  as  they   stated  at  that   time  that  they  had 
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confidence  In  his  Honor  the  Mayor,  even  though 
they  did  not  have  the  informal  ion  thai  we  were 
trying  to  runt  out.  I  say,  Mr.  President,  that  now 
justifies  nie  in  voting  for  this  85,000,001),  not 
because  of  the  stand  I  took  in  opposition  from  the 
beginning,  because  I  have  been  in  favor  of  off-street 
parking.  It  was  only  that  I  was  tr,\  iiifj;  to  find  out 
information  that  wc  were  entitled  to.  The  coun- 
oilors  by  their  actions  showed  that  regardless  of 
information  they  had  confidence  and  trust  in  his 
Honor  the  Mayor  and  in  the  man  who  told  them 
these  off-street  parking  areas  must  be  built.  I 
say  to  you  councilors  this  is  their  baby.  They 
brought  it  before  us.  They  made  it  possible  that 
under  the  law  wc  can  give  his  Honor  the  Mayor 
$5,000,000  even  though  it  did  not  receive  the 
majority  of  votes.  Through  a  technicality  at  that 
time,  they  would  not  have  floated  this  loan.  No 
bank  would  have  floated  the  loan  of  $5,000,000, 
knowing  that  it  dirt  not  have  the  approval  of  the 
Boston  City  Council.  I  am  not  here  to  defend 
his  Honor  the  Mayor.  I  have  been  in  opposition 
to  him  on  many  occasions.  I  have  acted  accord- 
ing to  the  dictates  of  my  conscience.  I  have  been 
with  him  on  various  occasions  when  I  believed 
and  agreed  with  him.  I  say  the  Council  today 
ought  to  pass  this  $5,000,000.  I  hope  and  trust 
that  it  will  accomplish  the  purpose  set  forth.  I 
agree  with  Councilor  Linehan  when  he  states  that 
the  problem  in  our  city  is  need  of  widening  the 
streets.  This  is  an  ancient  city.  It  is  one  of  the 
oldest  cities  in  the  country.  May  I  go  back  to  the 
statement  I  made  in  the  Council  quite  some  time 
ago'  I  was  wondering,  in  a  joking  manner,  if 
Hitler  had  come  over  and  dropped  an  atomic 
bomb  on  the  City  of  Boston,  then  all  of  U£  would 
have  rolled  up  our  sleeves  and  gone  to  work  and 
rebuilt  the  City  of  Boston  in  the  same  manner 
they  are  rebuilding  London  today.  It  will  be  a 
modern  city.  I  hate  to  think  of  the  disaster  that 
might  occur  in  doing  this.  If  we  could  move  the 
inhabitants  of  the  City  of  Boston  and  have  that 
happen,  then  I  say  we  would  start  rebuilding  the 
City  of  Boston.  Therefore,  as  I  have  stated,  I 
was  not  present  two  weeks  ago  to  cast  my  vote 
due  to  the  fact  I  was  out  of  the  city.  If  I  had 
been  present,  I  would  have  spoken  in  the  same 
manner.  So  I  say  to  you  councilors,  we  have 
accomplished  our  purpose.  They  have  agreed 
the  minority  councilors  were  right.  Now  they 
find  themselves  on  the  opposite  side.  They  made 
it  possible  for  the  councilors  to  receive  unjust 
criticism.  Therefore,  Mr.  President,  I  am  satis- 
fied in  voting  in  the  affirmative. 

Coun.  BAYLEY— Mr.  President,  I  listened  with 
great  interest  and  approval  to  the  speech  of  the 
distinguished  councilor  from  Ward  7  (Councilor 
Linehan).  I  agree  with  him  thoroughly  in  every- 
thing he  says.  I  agree  we  should  have  only  four 
or  five  parking  spaces.  We  should  build  large  cage 
garages  on  them.  There  will  be  less  chance  of 
scandal  and  less  land-grabbing.  I  was  with  him 
in  an  attempt  to  reduce  the  $5,000,000  loan  order 
to  $2,000,000,  and  had  we  a  chance  of  success  I 
would  again  have  been  with  him  to  reduce  it  to 
$1,000,000.  I  do  not  agree  with  the  councilor 
from  Ward  6  (Councilor  Scannell)  when  he  says 
if  this  loan  order  is  passed,  private  garages  will  be 
driven  out  of  business.  I  believe  there  are  suffi- 
cient cars  coming  into  Boston  and  which  will  come 
into  Boston  to  adequately  fill  the  cage  garages 
which  I  hope  will  be  built  under  this  $5,000,000 
loan  order.  I  would  like  to  see  parkers  taken 
away  from  the  narrow  streets  of  Boston  such  as 
Winter  and  Summer  streets.  I  would  like  to  see 
parking  prohibited  on  the  streets  with  larger  fines 
for  those  who  violate  parking  restrictions  than  are 
now  in  force.  I  believe  the  warning  and  $1  and  $2 
are  much  too  light  for  those  who  flout  the  parking 
rules  and  regulations  of  Boston.  I  would  like  to 
see  the  cars  taken  off  the  streets  and  put  into  cage 
garages.  They  can  both  exist  side  by  side,  the 
cage  garages  constructed  under  this  $5,000,000  and 
the  present  garages  in  operation.  I  am  not  a 
traffic  expert.  I  am  willing  to  go  along  with  the 
distinguished  group  that  appeared  before  us. 
This  has  the  support  of  the  newspapers  of  Boston, 
the  Chamber  of  Commerce  and  leading  civic 
organizations  interested  in  the  welfare  of  Boston. 
Il  has  the  support  of  the  merchants  who  pay  large 
taxes.  They  may  not  live  here,  but  they  pay 
taxes.  It  has  the  support  of  the  traffic  experts. 
I  am  willing  to  take  their  word,  and  see  if  we  can 
alleviate  the  situation  on  the  traffic  in  Boston  which 
is  in  very  poor  shape.  I  hope  this  $5,000,000  will 
be  spent  wisely.  I  realize  a  further  appropriation 
may  come  in  the  future.     I  reserve  my  right  to 


vote  against  that  if  this  $5,000,000  is  not  spent 
wisely.  Gentlemen,  we  must  do  something  to 
counteract  a  very  bad  traffic  situation  in  Boston. 
I  am  willing  to  accept  the  advice  of  the  responsible 
people  who  appeared  here.  There  was  practically 
no  one  against  it.  I  hope  it  will  be  handled  wisely 
so  that  only  a  few  places  are  built  which  will  accom- 
modate a  large  number  of  cars.  I  am  going  to 
vote  in  favor  of  the  $5,000,000. 

The  question  came  on  giving  the  loan  order  a 
second  reading.  The  order  was  given  its  second 
reading  and  passage,  yeas  17,  nays  3: 

Yeas — Councilors  Bayley,  Bryan,  Cantwell, 
Cook,  Fish,  Hannon,  Hurley,  Kelly,  Kinsella,  Lane, 
Linehan,  Madden,  McCormack,  Moriarty,  Much- 
nick,  Russo.  Sullivan — 17. 

Nays — Councilors  Carey,  Chase,  Keenan — 3. 


NEW   POLICE  BOAT   FOR   CHARLES 
RIVER,    WEST   ROXBURY. 

Coun.  BRYAN  offered  the  following: 
Ordered,  That  the  Police  Commissioner  of  the 
City  of  Boston  be  requested,  through  his  Honor 
the  Mayor,  to  include  in  his  1947  budget  sufficient 
funds  to  provide  a  new  police  boat  for  Charles 
River,  West  Roxbury. 

Passed  under  suspension  of  the  rule. 


MEMORIAL   TO    SOUTH    BOSTON    WORLD 
WARS   I   AND    II   VETERANS. 

Coun.  LINEHAN  and  SCANNELL  offered  the 
following: 

Ordered,  That  the  Park  Commission  be  re- 
quested, through  his  Honor  the  Mayor,  to  install 
a  bronze  plaque,  or  some  other  appropriate  type 
of  plaque,  containing  the  names  of  all  veterans 
from  South  Boston  who  were  killed  in  World  Wars 
I  and  II,  in  the  new  municipal  gymnasium  as  a 
memorial  to  their  memories  and  by  naming  the 
gymnasium  as  follows:  "South  Boston  World 
Wars  I  and  II  Veterans'  Memorial." 

Passed  under  suspension  of  the  rule. 


RECESS. 

On  motion  of  Councilor  Cook  the  Council  voted 
at  5  p.  m.,  to  take  a  recess  subject  to  the  call  of 
the  Chair.  The  members  reassembled  and  were 
called  to  order  by  President  KELLY  at  8.15  p.  m. 


CHRISTMAS    PARTY   FOR    LONG    ISLAND 
HOSPITAL   PATIENTS. 

The  following  was  received: 

City  of  Boston, 
Office  of  the  Mayor,  December  16,  194G. 
To  the  Members  of  the  Boston  City  Council. 

Gentlemen, — On  Sunday  afternoon,  Decem- 
ber 22,  the  city  is  sponsoring  its  annual  Christmas 
l^arty  for  the  patients  at  the  Long  Island  Hospital. 
Presents  will  be  brought  to  the  hospital  for  the 
patients  and  entertainment  will  be  presented  for 
them  at  that  time.  It  is  a  pleasure  for  me  to 
extend  to  you  a  cordial  invitation  to  be  present 
at  the  above  mentioned  time.  The  boat  will  leave 
Eastern  Wharf  at  2.30  p.  m.  With  every  good 
wish,  I  am 

Sincerely  yours, 
James  M.  Curley,  Mayor. 
Placed  on  file. 


THE   NEXT  MEETING. 

Coun.  KINSELLA— Mr.  President,  I  move  that 
when  we  adjourn  today,  we  adjourn  to  meet  two 
weeks  from  today. 

President  KELLY — Before  we  act  on  that,  there 
is  considerable  business  to  be  transacted  on  next 
Monday  both  in  committees  and  on  the  calendar. 

Coun.  KINSELLA — Would  the  clerk  say  there 
is  anything  that  cannot  wait?  It  is  two  days  be- 
fore Christmas.  We  customarily  do  not  meet  the 
Monday  of  Christmas  week. 

Coun.  SULLIVAN— Mr.  President,  I  would  like 
to  add,  besides  having  business  on  next  Monday, 
the  following  Monday  is  our  final  meeting  of  the 
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year  in  which  all  committee  reports  and  business 
will  have  to  be  cleared  up  on  that  day.  I  believe 
we  should  go  along  and  meet  next  Monday. 

Coun.  KINSELLA— Mr.  President,  I  will  with- 
draw the  motion  and  ask  the  Chair  accept  the 
motion  that  when  we  adjourn  today  we  adjourn  to 
meet  the  day  after  Christmas,  instead. 

The  question  came  on  the  motion  to  adjourn  to 
Thursday,  December  26,  and  the  motion  was 
carried. 


EXECUTIVE    COMMITTEE    REPORTS. 

Coun.  FISH,  for  the  Executive  Committee, 
submitted  the  following: 

1.  Report  on  amended  petition  of  Sutcliffe 
Transportation  Company  (referred  Dec.  9)  to 
operate  bus  service  between  Copley  Square  and 
Logan  International  Airport  with  right  to  pick 
up  and  discharge  passengers  anywhere  along  the 
route,  carrying  not  less  than  seven  nor  more  than 
forty-four  passengers — that  license  be  granted. 

The  report  of  the  committee  was  accepted,  and 
the  question  came  on  the  granting  of  the  license. 

Coun.  SULLIVAN — Mr.  President,  I  am  going 
to  ask  that  this  petition  be  referred  back  to  the 
Executive  Committee.  The  Council  moved  for 
passage  and  moved  to  adjourn  quickly.  I  was 
going  to  ask  for  reconsideration  in  the  Executive 
Chamber.  This  petition  as  it  is  drawn  up  will  give 
the  Sutcliffe  corporation  a  monopoly  in  taking 
passengers  from  the  intown  area  to  the  East  Boston 
airport.  There  is  a  letter  accompanying  the  pe- 
tition, from  the  Boston  Elevated,  going  on  record 
as  opposing  this  petition.  If  we  want  to  be  con- 
sistent in  our  arguments,  a  little  earlier  in  the 
afternoon,  relative  to  the  Boston  Elevated,  that 
is  one  good  reason  why  the  Sutcliffe  petition  should 
be  rejected.  This  petition  gives  them  a  blanket 
pick-up  station  on  every  corner  in  the  intown  area. 
It  is  directly  giving  competition  to  the  cab  drivers 
who  are  1,500  in  number.  This  same  company  is 
the  only  one  which  can  solicit  trade  in  the  East 
Boston  airport.  This  is  the  same  company  that 
tried  to  obtain  a  monopoly  on  all  the  baggage  com- 
ing through  the  East  Boston  airport  and  entering 
the  airport.  They  want  to  stop  at  everyone's  front 
door  and  also  at  everyone's  back  door.  They  were 
never  in  the  hackney  business  before  they  started 
out,  although  at  the  same  time  another  license  was 
passed  by  this  Body  but  action  was  refused  by  the 
Public  Utilities  Department  on  that  license.  That 
man  was  in  the  hackney  business  for  a.  good  number 
of  years.  The  Public  Utilities  Department  threw 
down  the  petition  of  the  Boston  Elevated.  Those 
petitions,  if  granted,  will  drive  men  out  of  the  taxi- 
cab  business.  Where  we  have  another  petition  on 
the  Waterways  laying  on  the  table  in  the  Executive 
Committee,  I  ask  now  that  this  be  referred  back  to 
the  Executive  Committee. 

The  question  came  on  the  motion  to  refer  to  the 
Executive  Committee,  and  the  motion  was  declared 
defeated.  Councilor  Sullivan  doubted  the  vote  and 
asked  for  a  roll  call.  A  sufficient  number  of  coun- 
cilors having  joined  him,  the  clerk  called  the  roll, 
and  the  motion  was  defeated,  yeas  7,  nays  11: 

Yeas — Councilors  Cook,  Fish,  Keenan,  Kelly, 
Moriarty,  Russo,  Sullivan — 7. 

Nays — Councilors  Bryan,  Cantwell,  Hannon, 
Hurley,  Kinsella,  Lane,  Linehan,  Madden,  McCor- 
mack,  Muchnick,  Scannell — 11. 

The  question  came  on  granting  the  license. 

Coun.  RUSSO— Mr.  President,  I  voted  to  send 
it  back  to  the  Executive  Committee  because  I  be- 
lieve, as  Councilor  Sullivan  has  well  stated,  "we 
today  in  this  Council  Chamber  have  in  a  way 
threatened  the  Boston  Elevated  to  reduce  its  fare 
to  the  original  five  cents  instead  of  ten  cents.  I 
believe  they  have  given  as  a  basis  for  advancing 
the  five-cent  fare  the  reason  that  they  are  losing 
money.  Each  one  of  us  has  been  of  the  same  opin- 
ion that  the  trustees  of  the  Elevated  should  re- 
consider the  raising  of  the  five-cent  fare. 

Coun.  MUCHNICK— Mr.  President,  a  point  of 
order.  I  do  not  think  we  are  discussing  the  Elevated 
at  this  time. 

Coun.  RUSSO— Mr.  President,  if  I  may  en- 
lighten the  councilor  and  all  the  councilors,  I 
believe  that  directly  and  indirectly  this  concerns 
the  Boston  Elevated,  and  it  concerns  the  City  of 
Boston.  I  am  speaking  in  regard  to  the  order  which 
is  before  us  at  the  present  time.  As  I  have  stated, 
we  have  practically  threatened  the  Boston  Ele- 
vated. 


Coun.  MUCHNICK— Mr.  President,  will  you 
please  rule  on  the  point  of  order  as  to  whether  we 
are  discussing  the  Elevated  at  this  time? 

President  KELLY— The  Chair  has  ruled  the 
gentleman  is  in  order. 

Coun.  RUSSO — Mr.  President,  I  want  to  try  to 
prove  to  my  colleagues  why  I  feel  the  way  I  do.  I 
am  glad  the  President  so  ruled  me  in  order  because 
it  is  in  direct  competition  with  the  Boston  Ele- 
vated, the  line  that  is  to  be  established.  The 
Boston  Elevated  has  buses  that  gj  close  to  the 
airport.  Therefore,  indirectly  and  directly  it  will 
affect  the  Boston  Elevated.  It  will  affect  the  people 
of  the  City  of  Boston  who  have  to  maintain  a 
deficit.  I  sav  we  ought  to  go  a  little  slow  on  this 
petition.  We  are  putting  more  buses  on  the  streets 
of  our  City  of  Boston.  Tne  taxicab  drivers,  the 
Boston  Elevated  and  other  transportation  com- 
panies giving  the  same  service  the  petitioner  is  now 
giving  to  the  public  maintain  they  have  sufficient 
transportation  facilities.  They  are  fearful  if  any- 
thing additional  is  put  on,  the  result  will  be  a 
deficit  on  the  part  of  these  various  individuals  who 
now  operate  to  and  from  the  airport.  I  feel  that 
we  ought  to  hear  from  the  Boston  Elevated  and 
find  out  what  effect  it  will  have  and  the  amount 
of  money  that  the  public  will  be  called  upon  to  pay 
as  a  deficit  if  this  petition  is  allowed.  I  do  not  feel 
we  have  to  act  very  hastily.  I  say  if  this  petition 
is  granted,  we  are  contradicting  our  own  actions 
previously  in  this  same  session.  On  the  one  hand 
we  ask  the  Boston  Elevated  to  do  something  to 
reduce  fares.  On  the  other  hand,  we  give  a  pe- 
tition that  will  increase  the  deficit  of  the  Boston 
Elevated.  I  say  we  ought  to  go  a  little  bit  slowly 
in  the  matter.  Let  us  make  sure,  as  Councilor 
Sullivan  said,  that  it  will  not  become  a  monopoly . 
I  know  it  affects  my  district  as  a  whole,  where  these 
buses  must  go.  So  therefore  I  am  asking  the  Coun  - 
oil  to  reconsider  and  send  it  back  to  its  proper 
committee  or  otherwise  to  the  Executive  Com- 
mittee so  that  we  might  be  able  to  get  more  in- 
formation and  to  act  wisely  and  accomplish  what 
we  set  out  to  do  at  the  beginning  of  the  session — 
reducing  the  ten-cent  fare  back  to  the  five-cent 
fare  as  it  was — before  granting  the  license. 

Coun.  COOK — Mr.  President,  I  am  against  giv- 
ing this  license  to  Sutcliffe.  I  do  not  think  any  one 
bus  company  should  be  allowed  to  roam  around 
the  city  the  same  as  a  taxicab  unless  it  is  a  taxicab. 
This  is  not  a  taxicab  proposition.  They  have 
enough  benefits  from  the  service  they  have  from 
picking  up  passengers  and  their  bags  at  the  airport 
and  at  well-known  places  now.  With  the  traffic 
situation  the  way  it  is,  to  allow  more  buses  to  roam 
around  the  city  would  create  more  hazards  and  not 
benefit  the  city  at  all.  I  do  not  know  whether 
later  on  next  year  the  same  bus  company  will  have 
the  same  privileges.  I  think  we  should  wait.  They 
have  been  going  along  at  least  during  the  year  I 
have  been  here.  Now,  suddenly,  toward  the  end 
of  the  year  they  wake  up  to  the  fact  they  would 
like  to  go  to  practically  every  street  in  the  city  and 
pick  up  passengers.  That  means  more  compe- 
tition, congestion,  and  more  cries  of  favoritism  to 
one  company.  As  far  as  I  am  concerned,  that  is 
enough,  and  I  am  against  this  license. 

President  KELLY — The  question  comes  on  the 
granting  of  the  license. 

Coun.  SULLIVAN— Mr.  President,  didn't  the 
councilor  from  Ward  3  (Councilor  Russo)  ask  re- 
consideration? 

President  KELLY — The  Chair  did  not  under- 
stand him  to  make  a  motion  to  that  effect. 

Coun.  RUSSO — Mr.  President,  that  was  my 
intent. 

The  question  came  on  the  motion  to  reconsider 
the  vote  to  send  the  matter  back  to  the  Executive 
Committee,  and  the  motion  carried. 

The  question  came  on  referring  the  matter  to  the 
Executive  Committee.  The  motion  was  declared 
lost.  Councilor  Sullivan  doubted  the  vote  and 
enough  councilors  having  joined  him,  the  clerk 
called  the  roll.  The  motion  was  lost,  yeas  6,  nays  9 : 
Yeas — Councilors  Cook,  Fish,  Keenan,  Moriarty, 
Russo,  Sullivan — 6. 

Nays — Councilors  Bryan,  Cantwell,  Hannon, 
Hurley,  Lane,  Linehan,  McCormack,  Muchnick, 
Scannell — 9. 

Present — Councilor  Kelly. 

The  question  came  on  granting  the  license,  and 
the  motion  was  declared  carried.  Councilor 
Sullivan  doubted  the  vote  and  asked  for  a  roll  call. 
A  sufficient  number  of  councilors  having  joined 
him,  the  clerk  called  the  roll.  The  license  was 
granted,  yeas  10,  nays  6: 
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Yeas — Councilors  Bryan,  Cantwell,  Hannon, 
Hurley,  Kelly,  Lnne,  Linehan,  McCormack,  Much- 
niok,  Scanneil — 10. 

Nays— Councilors  Cook,  Fish,  Keenan,  Moriarty, 
Russo,  Sullivan — 6. 

Coun.  SULLIVAN — Mr.  President,  I  move  re- 
consideration.    I  hope  at  this  time  reconsideration 
will  prevail  because  in  the  past  year  it  has  been 
brought  out  what  the  conditions  are  in  the  intown 
area  relative  to  trathc.     We  just  voted  this  after- 
noon on  85,000,000  for  off-street  parking.    Here  we 
are  giving  this  company  a  blanket  permission  to 
operate  buses.    Besides,  the  Boston  Elevated  uses 
buses  in  their  system  in  the  intown  area,     'the 
petition    reads    that   limousines    carrying   no    less 
than  seven  nor  more  than  forty-four.    Now,  gentle- 
men, picture  in  your  mind  buses  the  size  of  the 
Boston  Elevated   buses  operating  in   the  intown 
area.  Mr.  Sutcliffe  at  the  hearing,  upon  question- 
ing by  one  of  the  members,  testified  that  these 
buses   of   a   size   to   carry   forty-four  passengers, 
would  be  used  only  from  1  a.  m.  to  8  a.  m.     Later 
on,  when  another  councilor  questioned  him,  he  was 
going  to  use  a  little  smaller  bus  during  the  daytime. 
There  is  nothing  in  this  petition,  gentlemen,  that 
bars  this  company  from  using  the  bus  that  will 
carry    up    to    forty-four   passengers.      Gentlemen, 
visualize  a  bus  proceeding  down  Tremont  street  to 
Scollay  square  trying  to  make  a  left-hand  turn  and 
go  into  Cornhiil.    What  a  tie-up  of  traffic  you  are 
going  to  have.     This  present  company  has  caused 
a  traffic  tie-up  in  the  Park  square  area.    They  come 
in  to  our  Street   Commissioner   and    our    Traffic 
Department  and  obtain  permission  for  a  loading 
platform  outside  the  Statler  Hotel,     'that  is  fine. 
They  have  four  or  five  or  six  buses  there,  so-called 
limousines,  blocking  traffic.    They  never  get  a  tag. 
They  are  never  moved.    When  you  swing  in  to  the 
Statler  Hotel  in  front  of  the  Statler  Hotel,  you  must 
go  on  the  left-hand  side  of  the  street  in  order  to  get 
by.    This  petition  grants  them  the  right  to  stop  at 
Summer  and  Washington  streets,    'the  police  have 
no  authority  in  the  matter.    You  are  giving  them 
a  blanket  permit  to  stop  at  everyone's  back  door. 
The  traffic  condition  here  in  the  city  will  not  permit 
any  more  of  this  type  of  vehicle  on  our  streets.  We 
appropriate  §5,000,000   for   off-street  parking   to 
take  cars  off  the  streets,  and  not  to  put  more  back 
on  the  streets.    There  has  been  no  indication  to  us 
that  there  is  need  for  these  buses  at  the  present 
time.     When  the  petitioner  came  before  us  orig- 
inally, he  did  not  have  one  limousine  to  put  into 
operation,  but  his  permit  at  that  time  called  for 
only  three.      Today,  according  to  his  testimony, 
he  has  eleven  of  these  buses  in  operation,     'this 
petition  is  to  give  him  a  clean  sweep  of  the  entire 
city  in  direct  opposition  to  the  -Boston  Elevated 
and  also  to  our  cab  drivers  who  are  residents  living 
here  in  the  City  of  Boston.    I  am  sick  and  tired  of 
hearing  the  statement,  "Let, us  take  care  of  the 
commuters."     Let  us  take  care  of  the  people  of 
Boston  for  a  change.     We  passed  $8,000,000  or 
810,000,000  for  a  tunnel  into  East  Boston.    Is  that 
going  to  help  the  taxpayers  of  Boston?    I  say  to  the 
councilors  from  the  South  End,  Roxbury,  Jamaica 
Plain,  and  the  Roslindale  areas,  what  action  has 
been   taken   to   remove   the   Elevated   structure? 
What  has  been  done  to  improve  conditions  here 
for  the  people  of  Boston?     We  holler  and  we  talk 
for  the  people.     Yet  every  vote  is  directly  in  op- 
position to  the  best  interests  of  the  people  living 
here  in  the  City  of  Boston.     1  his  monopoly  which 
this  company  is  seeking  is  directly  in  opposition  to 
the  people.    This  gives  them  a  monopoly  covering 
the  entire  intown  area.     Ihey  can  stop  wherever 
they  see  fit,  going  and  coming  from  the  East  Boston 
airport.     Why  should  it  be  in  there  "coming  from 
the  East  Boston  Airport?"    Why  should  they  pick 
up   passengers  at  Maverick   Square  Station  and 
bring  them  here  and  drop  them  off  anywhere  along 
the  route?     That,  gentlemen,  is  in  direct  compe- 
tition with  the  Boston  Elevated.         We  are  now 
paying  and  going  to  pay  a  large  deficit  this  year. 
I  hope,  Mr.  President,  reconsideration  will  prevail 
and  this  will  be  referred  back  to  a  committee. 

Coun.  RUSSO — Mr.  President,  there  is  no  ques- 
tion in  my  mind  but  this  will  bring  about  the  dis- 
continuing of  the  livelihood  of  many  individuals 
who  operate  taxicabs  in  the  City  of  Boston.  I  say 
this  will  eliminate  the  100-odd  medallions  that  have 
just  recently  been  granted  to  veterans  who  drive 
taxicabs  in  the  streets  of  our  city.  I  do  not  know, 
Mr.  President,  as  I  said  before,  how  we  can  allow 
or  give  to  any  individual  a  monopoly  by  licensing 
buses  of  from  seven  passengers  to  forty-four  pas- 
sengers, giving  them  authority  to  stop  at  any  place. 


Mr.  President,  may  I  at  this  time  through  you,  sir, 
have  the  City  Clerk  read  the  petition  in  order  to 
refresh  my  memory? 

(The  clerk  read  the  petition.) 
Coun.  RUSSO — Mr.  President,  I  suppose  I  ought 
to  compliment  the  Sutcliffe  Company  for  leaving 
off  on  its  list  Salutation  street  in  the  North  End, 
which  is  only  approximately  7  feet  in  width,  be- 
cause he  cannot  get  by.  Every  street  in  the  entire 
City  Proper  has  been  occupied  by  the  Sutcliffe 
Transportation  Company.  Coming  down  to 
Province  street,  I  wonder  if  a  bus  can  make  a  turn 
into  School  street.  Mr.  President,  this  certainly 
has  the  Waterways  Company  beat  by  a  distance 
from  New  York  to  Boston.  This  definitely  will 
wreck  the  taxicab  business  in  the  City  of  Boston. 
There  is  not  one  street  that  they  have  seen  fit  to 
leave  off.  I  say  to  the  councilors,  and  I  earnestly 
mean  it,  we  ought  to  go  a  little  bit  slowly.  We 
ought  to  find  out  how  much  it  will  hurt  the  Boston 
Elevated.  As  I  say,  if  we  grant  this  permit  I  feel 
that  the  Boston  Elevated  will  be  justified  by  our 
action  not  to  give  to  the  public  of  the  City  of 
Boston  the  five-cent  fare.  That  is  my  honest 
opinion.  I  feel  it  will  bring  that  about  because, 
as  I  stated  before,  we  are  going  against  what  our 
conduct  was  at  the  stirt  of  this  meeting.  I  guess 
you  are  right,  councilor,  Christmas  time  is  just 
around  the  corner,  and  some  one  is  getting  quite 
a  bundle. 

The  question  came  on  the  motion  to  reconsider. 
The  Chair  was  in  doubt  and  requested  a  rising  vote, 
and  the  motion  to  reconsider  was  lost,  yeas  6, 
nays  10.  Councilor  Kinsella  asked  for  a  roll  call 
vote  and  sufficient  members  having  joined  him, 
the  clerk  called  the  roll.  Reconsideration  was 
defeated,  yeas  7,  nays  9: 

Yeas — Councilors  Carey,  Cook,  Fish,  Keenan, 
Kelly,  Russo,  Sullivan — 7. 

Nays — Councilors  Bryan,  Hannon,  Hurley, 
Kinsella,  Lane,  Linehan,  McCormack,  Muchnick, 
Scannell — 9. 

Present — Councilor  Moriarty. 

2.  Report  on  message  of  Mayor  and  orders 
(referred  today)  for  transfers  between  and  within 
departmental  appropriations — recommending  pas- 
sage of  the  orders  with  the  exception  of  tne  order 
for  the  transfer  of  $2,000  to  trie  Boston  Municipal 
Court. 

The  report  was  accepted,  and  the  question  came 
on  the  passage  of  the  various  orders.  Tne  orders  , 
with  the  exception  of  tne  transfer  of  82,000  to  the 
Boston  Municipal  Court,  were  passed,  yeas  17, 
nays  0: 

Yeas — Councilors  Bryan,  Carey,  Cook,  Fish, 
Hannon,  Hurley,  Keenan,  Kelly,  Kinsella,  Lane, 
Linehan,  McCormack,  Moriarty,  Muchnick, 
Russo,  Scannell,  Sullivan — 17. 

Nays — 0. 

3.  Report  on  message  of  Mayor  and  order 
(referred  today)  transferring  810,000  from  Reserve 
Fund  to  Special  Appropriation,  State-Boston  Re- 
tirement System  Pension  Fund — that  same  ought 
to  pass. 

President  KELLY — If  there  is  no  objection  by 
the  councilors,  we  will  also  give  a  reading  to  tne 
order  for  the  Parkman  Fund  at  the  same  time. 
Hearing  no  objection  the  clerk  will  call  tne  roll. 

Report  on  message  of  Mayor  and  order  (referred 
today)  that  $7,101.68  be  appropriated  from 
income  of  George  F.  Parkman  Fund  to  be  expended 
under  direction  of  the  Park  Commissioners  recom- 
mending that  same  ought  to  pass. 

The  reports  were  accepted,  and  the  orders  ware 
severally  passed,  yeas  18,  nays  0: 

Yeas — Councilors  Bryan,  Carey,  Chase,  Cook, 
Fish,  Hannon,  Hurley,  Keenan,  Kelly,  Kinsella, 
Lane,  Linehan,  McCormack,  Moriarty,  Mucnnick, 
Russo,  Scannell,  Sullivan-  18. 

Nays — 0. 

4.  Report  on  communication  from  the  Police 
Commissioner  (referred  today)  establishing  salaries 
of  certain  police  matrons  recommending  passage 
of  following  order,  viz.: 

Ordered,  That  in  concurrence  with  the  Police 
Commissioner  the  salaries  of  matrons  at  the  House 
of  Detention  for  Women  bj  esUbiisued  as  follows : 

Chief  Matron  at  $2,250  a  year  to  take  effect  as  of 
January  1,  1947. 

Assistant  Chief  Matron  at  $2,050  a  year  to 
take  effect  as  of  January  1,  1947. 

Assistant  Matron  at  $1,950  a  year  to  take  effect 
as  of  January  1,  1947. 

Permanent  Substitute  Matron  at  81,950  a  year 
to  take  effect  as  of  January  1,  1947. 

The  report  was  accepted  and  the  order  was 
passed. 


DECEMBER     16,     1946. 
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REPORT  OF  COMMITTEE   ON   LICENSES. 

Coun.  SCANNELL,  for  the  Committee  on 
Licenses,  submitted  the  following: 

1.  Report  on  petitions  to  operate  bowling  alleys 
on  the  Lord's  Day: 

German  Workingmen's  Association  (Arbeiter 
Hall),  Ernest  Seemuller,  22  Amory  avenue,  Rox- 
bury  (referred  December  9) ;  the  Congress  Billiard 
and  Bowling  Supply  Company,  Clement  J.  Dore , 
1505  Veterans  of  Foreign  Wars  Parkway,  West 
Roxbury  (referred  today) — recommending  that 
leave  be  granted  under  usual  conditions. 

Report  accepted;  leave  granted  under  usual 
conditions. 

2.  Report  on  petitions  for  driveway  openings: 
Abraham  Sheroff  (referred  November  4)  at  200 

Harrison  avenue,  Ward  3;  Sun  Spots,  Inc.  (referred 
today)  at  270  Rutherford  avenue — recommending 
that  permits  be  granted  under  usual  conditions. 

Reports  accepted;  permits  granted  under  usual 
conditions. 


CONSTRUCTION  OF  LONG   ISLAND 
HOSPITAL  BUILDINGS. 

Coun.  FISH — Mr.  President,  I  move  at  this 
time  the  loan  order  before  us  for  $1,000,000  for 
construction  of  a  hospital  building  on  Long  Island 
be  rejected  without  prejudice.  My  purpose  is 
this,  we  have  insufficient  time  this  year.  We 
have  time  to  give  it  the  two  readings,  but  we  will 
not  have  the  necessary  twenty  days  after  the 
second  reading.  It  will  lay  over,  which  must  be 
done  according  to  law.  As  I  understand,  this 
order  will  be  resubmitted  again,  the  first  of  the 
year.    I  move  no.w  it  be  rejected  without  prejudice. 

Coun.  HANNON— What  would  be  the  effect, 
Mr.  President,  of  not  taking  any  action  on  it? 

President  KELLY — I  understand  it  would  die 
at  the  end  of  the  year.  The  City  Clerk  informs 
me  it  would  complicate  our  records.  It  would  be 
a  cleaner  procedure  the  other  way. 

Coun.  HANNON — I  certainly  do  not  want  to 
be  recorded  against  it  regardless  of  how  the 
records  are  going  to  be  complicated. 

President  KELLY — It  will  be  a  voice  vote  to 
reject  it. 

Coun.  FISH — Mr.  President,  I  think  the  coun- 
cilor has  raised  a  very  important  point  which  is 
for  the  benefit  of  all  the  members  of  the  Council. 
If  it  is  a  question  of  complications,  I  do  not  think 
it  would  have  as  serious  an  effect  as  a  misunder- 
standing might  have  providing  we  rejected  it. 
Anybody  delving  into  the  records  who  did  not 
look  any  further  might  not  find  out  we  later 
approved  it.  I  think  if  it  is  just  a  matter  of 
complicating  the  records,  I  will  withdraw  the 
motion  and  let  the  thing  die  a  natural  death. 

The  motion  was  withdrawn. 


OLD    COLONY    AND    HARBOR    VILLAGE 
HOUSING   PROJECTS. 

Coun.  LINEHAN  offered  the  following: 

Whereas,  The  Old  Colony  housing  project  is 
owned  by  the  Federal  Government  under  the 
Lanham  Act  and  was  devoted  exclusively  to  hous- 
ing war  workers  and  military  personnel  and  their 
families  and  it  was  leased  to  the  Boston  Housing 
Authority  to  operate  for  the  Government,  and 

Whereas,  Old  Harbor  Village,  now  owned  by  the 
Federal  Public  Housing  Authority  and  leased  to 
the  Boston  Housing  Authority,  for  all  intents  .and 
purposes  may  be  considered  as  a  low  income  project , 
and 

Whereas,  The  public  housing  projects,  other  than 
the  Old  Harbor  Village  or  Old  Colony  projects,  pay 
4J  per  cent  of  the  collected  shelter  rent  of  the 
projects  annually.  For  Old  Harbor  Village,  the 
U.  S.  Housing  Authority  had  previously  agreed 
with  the  city  upon  a  flat  sum  of  $15,000  annually  in 
lieu  of  taxes.  Old  Colony  pays  a  tax  based  on  a 
valuation  arrived  at  by  agreement  between  the 
Federal  Public  Housing  Authority  and  the  Asses- 
sors of  the  City  of  Boston,  and 

Whereas,  It  is  the  contention  of  the  Boston 
Housing  Authority  that  the  City  of  Boston  is  not 
receiving  from  the  projects,  other  than  Old  Colony  , 
a  payment  in  lieu  of  taxes  which  represents  a  fair 
share  based  on  project  revenues,  and 

Whereas,  The  Boston  Housing  Authority  has 
requested  the  Federal  Public  Housing  Authority 
through  a  memorandum  to  negotiate  a  more  satis- 


factory agreement  to  the  City  of  Boston  and  the 
Boston  Housing  Authority,  therefore  be  it 

Ordered,  That  the  Boston  Housing  Authority, 
within  reason,  impress  upon  the  Federal  Public 
Housing  Authority  the  necessity  for  speed  in 
arriving  at  a  decision  relative  to  said  memorandum 
in  order  that  the  Old  Colony  and  Old  Harbor 
Village  projects  shall  still  come  under  the  juris- 
diction of  the  Boston  Housing  Authority,  and 
further  that  the  Boston  Housing  Authority  shall 
consider  the  advisability  of  purchasing  the  Old 
Colony  and  Old  Harbor  Village  projects  from  the 
Federal  Government  so  that  the  said  projects  will 
come  under  more  direct  control  by  said  Boston 
Housing  Authority.  It  is  possible  that  the  Federal 
Public  Housing  Authority  may  take  over  said  Old 
Harbor  and  Old  Colony  projects  and,  if  so,  it  is 
very  possible  that  Congress  may  legislate  increased 
rents  and  even  possible  sale  of  projects  to  private 
enterprise  which  may  result  in  the  abolishing  of 
said  projects  for  low-rent  housing  to  the  detriment 
of  the  lov-income  groups  for  whom  the  projects 
were  originally  constructed. 

Passed  under  suspension  of  the  rule. 


SALE   OF  DEDHAM    LAND. 

On  motion  of  Councilor  Moriarty  it  was  voted, 
under  unfinished  business,  to  take  up  No.  2  on 
the  calendar,  viz.: 

2.  Order  for  sale  of  land  at  River  and  Milton 
streets,  Dedham,  at  upset  price  of  $3,500. 

On  December  2,  1946,  the  said  order  was  read 
once  and  passed,  yeas  18,  nays  0. 

The  question  came  on  giving  the  order  its  second 
reading  and  passage.  The  roll  was  called,  and  the 
order  was  given  its  second  reading  and  passage, 
yeas  18,  nays  0: 

Yeas — Councilors  Bryan,  Cantwell,  Carey, 
Chase,  Cook,  Fish,  Hannon,  Hurley,  Keenan, 
Kelly,  Kinsella,  Lane,  Linehan,  McCormack, 
Moriarty,  Russo,  Scannell,  Sullivan — 18. 

Nays — 0. 


EXCHANGE     OF     LAND     WITH     DOWNES 
REALTY   CORPORATION. 

On  motion  of  Councilor  Moriarty  it  was  voted, 
under  unfinished  business,  to  take  up  No.  3  on  the 
calendar,  viz.: 

3.  Order  for  exchange  of  parcel  of  land  at 
Southampton  and  Atkinson  streets  with  Downes 
Realty  Corporation. 

On  December  2,  1946,  the  said  order  was  read 
once  and  passed,  yeas  17,  nays  0. 

The  question  came  on  giving  the  order  its  second 
reading  and  passage.  The  order  was  given  its 
second  reading  and  passage,  yeas  18,  nays  0: 

Yeas — Councilors  Bryan,  Cantwell,  Carey, 
Chase,  Cook,  Fish,  Hannon,  Hurley,  Keenan, 
Kelly,  Kinsella,  Lane,  Linehan,  McCormack, 
Moriarty,  Russo,  Scannell,  Sullivan — 18. 

Nays — 0. 

SALE  OF  LAND  ON  COMMERCIAL  STREET. 

On  motion  of  Councilor  Moriarty  it  was  voted  to 
to  take  up,  under  unfinished  business,  No.  4  on  the 
calendar,  viz.: 

4.  Order  for  sale  of  land,  Commercial  street,  at 
upset  price  of  $5,000. 

On  December  2,  1946,  the  said  order  was  read 
once  and  passed,  yeas  18,  nays  0. 

The  question  came  on  giving  the  order  its  second 
reading  and  passage. 

Coun.  RUSSO — Mr.  President,  this  particular 
parcel  of  land  is  situated  at  Commercial  and 
Battery  streets  in  the  North  End,  Ward  3.  A 
similar  order  came  to  the  City  Council  last  year. 
I  think  the  councilors  held  it  up  and  did  not  let  it 
go  through.  This  year  another  order  has  been 
sent  to  us  for  the  sale  of  this  land.  This  particular 
land  is  where  the  Old  Harbor  Police  Station  used 
to  be.  Since  that  time  the  City  of  Boston  took  a 
part  of  the  land,  I  believe  around  12  or  13  feet  in 
order  to  eliminate  a  bottleneck  between  Com- 
mercial street  and  Battery  street  and  Salutation 
street.  Now,  in  all  these  years,  over  twenty-five 
years,  this  land  has  been  vacant,  and  the  people 
living  on  Salutation  street  opposite  this  land 
have  enjoyed  the  view  and  the  air  because  of  the 
natural  location  on  Salutation  street.  That 
street  is   only   8J   feet  in   width.     Every   time  a 
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truck  or  automobile  has  to  pass  by  there  to  make 
delivery  of  oil  or  other  necessities  of  life,  it  is 
forced  to  go  on  top  of  the  sidewalk  on  one  side  or 
the  other.  There  are  many  children  who  are 
playing  in  that  particular  small  street.  It  is 
called  a  street.  To  my  way  of  thinking,  I  say  it 
is  just  a  cowpath.  I  believe  the  City  of  Boston 
has  a  great  opportunity  on  Battery  street,  which 
is  adjacent  to  Salutation  street,  because  there  are 
only  approximately  five  or  six  buildings  which 
could  easily  be  taken  by  the  City  of  Boston  for 
widening  Battery  street  and  eliminating  Salutation 
street,  which  would  be  taking  a  step  in  the  right 
direction  in  eliminating  these  cowpaths  that  we 
are  confronted  with  in  the  city.  I  want  to  say, 
Mr.  President,  at  the  present  time  we  are  short 
of  housing  naturally,  but  if  that  could  not  take 
place,  Mr.  President,  we  have  voted  in  the  City 
Council  §10,000,000  for  the  construction  of  housing 
for  veterans,  one  and  two  stories  high.  I  am 
wondering  if  that  would  not  be  an  ideal  spot  if 
his  Honor  the  Mayor  and  the  Street  Commis- 
sioners felt  they  could  go  through  with  that 
project  to  start  building  houses  for  veterans  in 
my  district.  I  say  the  people  in  this  particular 
section  are  opposed  to  the  sale  of  the  land.  I 
therefore  hope  the  Council  will  not  pass  it. 

The  question  came  on  giving  the  order  its 
second  reading.  The  clerk  called  the  roll  and  the 
order  was  given  its  second  reading  and  passage, 
yeas  17,  nays  1: 

Yeas — Councilors  Bryan,  Cantwell,  Carey, 
Chase,  Cook,  Fish,  Hannon,  Hurley,  Keenan, 
Kelly,  Kinsella,  Lane,  Linehan,  McCormack, 
Moriarty,  Scannell,  Sullivan — 17. 

Nays — Councilor  Russo — 1. 


INCREASED     RENTS     IN     THE     MARKET 
DISTRICT. 

Coun.  BRYAN — Mr.  President,  I  move  that 
the  order  increasing  the  rents  of  the  property  of 
the  City  of  Boston  in  the  market  district  by  25 
per  cent  be  now  taken  from  the  Executive  Com- 
mittee. 

Coun.  BRYAN — Mr.  President,  I  move  that 
the  order  increasing  the  rents  of  the  property  of 
the  City  of  Boston  in  the  market  district  by  25  per 
cent  be  now  taken  from  the  Executive  Committee. 
_  Coun.  SCANNELL — Mr.  President,  I  am  about 
sick  of  staying  around  here  and  having  something 
taken  up  in  Executive  Session  and  because  it  is 
defeated  it  comes  back  on  the  floor  of  the  Council. 
I  am  willing  to  stay  here  all  night  if  the  rest  of  the 
members  of  the  Body  are,  but  I  would  like  to  get 
home  to  my  family  and  so  would  some  of  the  other 
members.  There  is  plenty  of  time  to  take  this 
matter  up.  As  to  voting  on  this  matter,  we 
defeated  it  once.  For  all  I  know,  you  need 
15  votes,  and  the  gentleman  from  Ward  20  (Coun- 
cilor Bryan)  knows  he  cannot  get  15  votes  in  this 
matter.  Let  us  get  down  to  business  and  do  busi- 
ness the  right  way  and  not  stay  here  all  night  over 
a  lot  of  foolishness. 

Coun.  KEENAN — Mr.  President,  I  make  a 
motion  to  adjourn. 

Coun.  KINSELLA— Mr.  President. 

President  KELLY — Councilor  Keenan  moves  we 
do  now  adjourn.     There  is  no  debate. 

Coun.  KINSELLA — I  am  not  debating  that 
one.  I  want  to  say  even  formally  out  of  respect 
to  the  councilor,  we  ought  to  remind  him  it  was  in 
deference  to  the  Superintendent  of  Public  Build- 
ings   

President  KELLY — I  am  sorry,  councilor,  there 
is  no  debate  on  adjournment.  That  is  the  rule  of 
the  Council. 

The  question  came  on  the  motion  to  adjourn, 
and  the  Chair  was  in  doubt.  Councilor  Bryan 
asked  for  a  roll  call,  and  enough  councilors  having 
joined  him,  the  clerk  called  the  roll.  The  motion 
to  adjourn  was  lost,  yeas  3,  nays  15: 

Yeas — Councilors  Hurley,  Moriarty,  Sullivan 
—3. 

Nays — Councilors  Bryan,  Cantwell,  Carey, 
Chase,  Cook,  Fish,  Hannon,  Keenan,  Kelly, 
Kinsella,  Lane,  Linehan,  McCormack,  Russo, 
Scannell — 15. 

The  question  came  on  Councilor  Bryan's  motion 
to  take  from  the  Executive  Committee  the  matter 
of  market  rentals. 

Coun.  SULLIVAN — Mr.  President,  a  point  of 
information.  Will  the  clerk  inform  us  what 
proportion  of  votes  is  needed  to  take  from  the 
committee? 


President  KELLY — I  am  informed  by  the  clerk 
it  is  15  votes. 

Coun.  KINSELLA — Two  thirds  of  twenty-two. 

President  KELLY — Two  thirds  of  the  entire 
membership  of  the  City  Council. 

Coun.  KINSELLA— Well,  Mr.  President,  on 
the   motion 

Coun.  COOK— Mr.  President,  a  point  of  in- 
formation. 

President    KELLY — Does    Councilor    Kinsella 
yield  for  a  point,  of  information? 
Coun.  KINSELLA— Yes. 

Coun.  COOK — If  this  order  is  in  the  Executive 
Committee  more  than  thirty  days,  does  that  rule 
about  the  15  votes  still  hold? 

President  KELLY — After  thirty  days  it  takes 
12  votes  and  before  thirty  days  it  takes  15  votes. 

Coun.  KINSELLA — In  the  interest  of  the  objec- 
tion which  Council  Scannell  raised,  I  would  say 
that  Councilor  Bryan  perhaps  makes  his  stand  on 
the  vote  in  the  Executive  Session.  Only  a  two 
thirds  vote  is  needed  to  take  this  from  the  com- 
mittee. It  is  now  9.15.  It  might  be  policy  for 
the  councilor  to  withdraw  his  request  and  let  us 
get  out  of  here.  He  could  not  get  better  than 
9  inside.  I  do  not  see  how  he  is  going  to  get  15  out 
here. 

Coun.  BRYAN — Mr.  President,  I  brought  this 
matter  up  last  week  and  we  adjourned,  and  for 
the  very  same  reason.  I  think  this  ordinance  is 
very  important  to  the  taxpayers  of  the  City  of 
Boston.  We  had  the  Public  Buildings  Commis- 
sioner before  the  Ordinance  Committee  for  three 
hours.  He  discussed  with  us  the  importance  of  the 
raise  in  the  rents  in  the  market  district  of  the  prop- 
erty owned  by  the  City  of  Boston.  He  was  very 
much  in  favor  of  it.  We  had  the  Director  of  Mar- 
kets, Mr.  Galvin,  here.  He  was  in  favor  of  it.  We 
had  thirty-eight  members  of  the  market  district  and 
only  one  objected  to  the  raise  in  the  rates  for 
the  rents.  This  was  referred  to  the  Executive 
Committee.  Mr.  Sullivan  came  before  the 
Executive  Committee  and  gave  us  the  same 
information.  He  also  said  he  was  in  favor  of  its 
passage.  He  had  more  than  $27,000  worth  of 
repairs  to  be  made  on  the  buildings.  He  needed 
the  money  to  go  ahead  so  that  the  buildings  would 
not  deteriorate.  This  will  approximate  $25,000 
in  the  interest  of  the  taxpayers  of  the  City  of 
Boston.  One  point  that  he  brought  out  which 
stands  out  in  my  mind  was  that  the  Licensing  - 
Board  rent  was  jumped  up  $3,500,  from  $5,000 
to  $8,500.  Another  piece  of  property  which  the 
city  rents  from  private  business  for  the  purpose 
of  carrying  on  the  business  of  the  city  was  increased 
approximately  $1,500.  In  one  portion  of  Mr. 
Sullivan's  rooms  the  Boston  Fruit  Exchange 
receives  by  sub-letting  a  building,  rent  in  the 
amount  of  $14,000  a  year.  In  addition  to  that, 
214  members  of  the  exchange  pay  dues,  amounting 
to  $5,000.  The  City  of  Boston  rents  the  place  to 
this  exchange  for  $7,500.  I  cannot  see  why  we 
cannot  have  this  increase  in  this  rent  of  the  market 
building  in  proportion  with  the  rents  going  up 
throughout  the  city.  I  hope  the  councilors  will 
stay  here  until  we  have  this  thing  threshed  out  one 
way  or  the  other.  If  not,  I  shall  bring  the  matter 
up  again  next  week. 

President  KELLY — There  should  be  no  dis- 
cussion on  this  motion.  The  motion  is  to.  take 
from  the  committee. 

Coun.  SCANNELL— Mr.  President,  so  far  as 
staying  here  and  threshing  this  matter  out,  it  has 
been  threshed  out  in  the  Executive  Committee. 
The  gentleman  from  Ward  20  (Councilor  Bryan) 
knows  he  is  going  to  be  defeated.  He  is  persisting 
in  presenting  order  after  order  after  the  Body  acts. 
Well,  then,  I  will  be  persistent  on  some  of  the 
orders  he  presents  in  the  Body.  I  am  sick  and 
tired  of  threshing  something  out  in  the  Executive 
Committee  and  coming  on  the  floor  of  this  Body 
and  threshing  it  out  here.  If  he  is  willing  to  stay 
all  night,  and  the  other  members  of  the  iiody  are, 
I  am.  I  know  this  for  a  fact.  The  City  of  Bos- 
ton is  about  rive  years  too  late  trying  to  get  taxes 
out  of  Faneuil  Hall  Market.  I  know  that  the 
black  market  has  been  operating  there  for  the  past 
five  years.  When  the  men  in  the  market  for  the 
past  forty  years,  legitimate  merchants,  come  up, 
they  are  going  to  be  taxed  25  per  cent.  I  do  not 
think  it  is  fair.  I  think  that  the  men  who  were 
running  the  black  market  for  the  past  five  years 
should  have  been  taxed.  I  say  it  is  live  years  too 
late.  I  think  if  we  tax  these  men  at  the  present 
time,  I  believe  we  should  raise  them  but  I  think 
25  per  cent  is  too  much.     That  is  why  I  would  like 
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to  find  out  more  about  the  matter.  As  far  as  I  am 
concerned,  I  will  stay  here  all  night,  too. 

Coun.  COOK — Mr.  President,  I  do  not  want  to 
enter  into  a  prolonged  discussion.  I  do  not  think 
one  councilor  should  use  the  threat  of  staying  here. 
It  has  been  threshed  out.  It  is  a  shame  to  waste 
time.  I  do  not  think  I  feel  like  arguing  to  con- 
vince enough  councilors  they  should  take  it  from 
the  committee.  I  would  like  to  have  them  bear  in 
mind  this  involves  $25,000  of  added  revenue  to  the 
city.  Probably  80  per  cent  of  the  market  men 
were  here.  They  were  not  opposed  to  it.  The 
councilors  ought  to  bear  that  in  mind  so  that  at  the 
next  meeting  we  will  settle  it  one  way  or  another. 

Coun.  SULLIVAN— Mr.  President,  I  hope  this 
will  not  prevail.  I  attended  the  committee  meet- 
ings. There  was  a  very  good  representation  of 
legitimate  businessmen  in  the  market  place  for 
years.  They  intimated  they  were  not  opposed 
to  granting  an  increase  which  amounts  to  only 
$25,000.  They  were  opposed  to  the  limitation 
on  the  lease  that  they  had  signed  in  order  to  stay 
there.  At  present,  they  are  tenants  at  will.  They 
were  opposed  to  that  phase  of  the  new  ordinance, 
the  minimum  three  years.  As  you  all  know,  there 
was  an  influx  there  which  started  six  years  ago. 
At  that  time  they  all  agreed  they  would  not  oppose 


this  25  per  cent,  or  anything  higher,  if  it  was  put 
into  effect,  six  years  ago.  In  the  last  six  years  they 
could  well  have  afforded  to  pay  the  price  we  are 
asking.  But  what  have  you  coming  in  now  with 
the  meats  back?  We  are  going  back  prior  to  1940 
and  seeing  a  lot  of  vacant  stalls.  There  is  no 
question  but  when  we  pass  this,  if  we  do  pass  it, 
there  are  going  to  be  some  tenants  renting  space 
there  now  who  are  going  to  give  the  space  up  or 
are  going  to  be  hit  at  the  end  of  the  year  with 
$25,000,  or  we  are  going  to  be  in  the  hole.  The 
thing  that  is  stopping  them  is  that  three-year 
clause.  That  was  something,  I  understood,  the 
Superintendent  of  Public  Buildings  was  going  to 
try  to  straighten  out.  I  am  not  going  to  vote  to 
take  this  from  the  committee.  I  hope  it  does  not 
prevail. 

The  question  came  on  the  motion  to  take  from 
the  committee.  The  Chair  was  in  doubt.  Coun- 
cilor Bryan  asked  for  a  rising  vote.  Yeas  8,  nays  7, 
and  the  motion  was  lost. 


Adjourned  at  9.25  p.  m.,  on  motion  of  Coun- 
cilor Kinsella,  to  meet  on  Thursday,  December  26, 
1946,  at  2  p.  m. 
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CITY  OF  BOSTON. 


Proceedings  of  City  Council. 


Thursday,  December  26,  1946. 

Regular  meeting  of  the  City  Council  held  in 
the  Council  Chamber,  City  Hall,  at  2  p.  m., 
President  KELLY  presiding.  Absent,  Councilors 
Carey  and  Moriarty. 

The  meeting  was  opened  with  the  salute  to  the 
Flag. 


APPOINTMENTS  BY   THE   MAYOR. 

Subject  to  confirmation  by  the  Council,  the 
Mayor  submitted  the  following  appointments,  viz.: 

Leo  G.  Grappocio,  47  Auburn  street,  Boston, 
to  be  a  Constable  without  power  to  serve  civil 
process,  and  to  serve  without  bond,  for  the  term 
ending  April  30,  1947. 

Benjamin  Shulman,  112  Selden  street,  Dor- 
chester, to  be  a  Weigher  of  Coal,  for  the  term 
ending  April  30,  1947. 

Severally  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Con- 
firmations and  Constables. 


ENGINE   40,   EAST   BOSTON. 
The  following  was  received: 

City  of  Boston, 
Office  of  the  Mayor,  December  17,  1946. 
To  the  City  Council. 

Gentlemen, — I  transmit  herewith  communica- 
tion from  the  Fire  Commissioner,  in  reply  to  your 
order  of  December  9,  1946,  to  keep  Engine  40, 
East  Boston,  open,  for  the  safety  of  the  residents 
of  that  section. 

Respectfully, 
James  M.  Cueley,  Mayor. 


City  of  Boston, 
Fire  Department,  December  17,  1946. 
Hon.  James  M.  Curley, 

Mayor  of  Boston. 
Dear  Mr.  Mayor, — Acknowledgment  is  made  of 
your   communication   dated   December   16,    1946, 
enclosing  the  following  order  which  was  passed  by 
the  City  Council  on  December  9,  1946: 

"Ordered,  That  the  Fire  Commissioner  of  the 
City  of  Boston  be  requested,  through  his  Honor 
the  Mayor,  to  keep  Engine  40,  East  Boston,  open, 
for  the  safety  of  the  residents  of  that  section. 
In  City  Council  December  9,  1946.  Passed." 
I  beg  to  advise  Your  Honor  that  it  is  the  inten- 
tion of  this  department  to  keep  Engine  40  in 
service  at  all  times. 

Respectfully  yours, 
Russell  S.  Codman,  Jr., 

Fire  Commissioner. 
Placed  on  file. 


INDEPENDENCE   PARK, 
BOSTON. 


SOUTH 


The  following  was  received : 

City  of  Boston, 
Office  of  the  Mayor,  December  23,  1946. 
To  the  City  Council. 

Gentlemen, — I  transmit  herewith  communica- 
tion from  the  Commissioner  of  the  Park  Depart- 
ment, relative  to  your  order  of  December  16,  1946, 
concerning  the  repairing  of  water  fountains,  the 
replacing  of  gardens  and  the  repairing  of  the 
benches  at  Independence  Park,  South  Boston. 
Respectfully, 
James  M.  Curley,  Mayor. 


City  of  Boston, 
Park  Department,  December  21,  1946. 
J.  Joseph  Connors, 

Chief  Clerk,  Mayor's  Office. 
Dear  Sir, — I  have  your  memorandum  of  Decem- 
ber 18,  with  enclosure,  order  from  the  City  Council 
that  the  water  fountains,  gardens,  benches  and 
re-seeding,  etc.,  of  Independence  Park,  South 
Boston,  be  cared  for. 

Please  be  assured  that  every  consideration  will 
be  given  this  order  at  the  proper  time. 

There  are  a  number  of  complications  that  must 
be  ironed  out  but  we  will  attempt  to  restore  it 
once  more. 

Very  truly  yours, 
William  P.  Long,  Chairman. 
Placed  on  file. 


STEVENS   PLAYGROUND. 
The  following  was  received: 

City  of  Boston, 
Office  of  the  Mayor,  December  23,  1946. 
To  the  City  Council. 

Gentlemen, — I  transmit  herewith  communica- 
tion from  the  chairman  of  the  Park  Department, 
relative  to  your  order  of  December  16,  1946,  con- 
cerning the  changing  of  the  name  of  the  play 
area  on  Hano  street  to  George  Riley  Stevens 
Playground. 

Respectfully, 
James  M.  Curley,  Mayor. 

City  of  Boston, 
Park  Department,  December  20,  1946. 
J.  Joseph  Connors, 

Chief  Clerk,  Mayor's  Office. 
Dear  Sir, —  I  have  your  memorandum  of  Decem- 
ber 18,  with  enclosure,  order  from  the  City  Council 
recommending  the  play  area  on  Hano  street  be 
called  after  George  Riley  Stevens. 

This  is  the  third  request  that  has  been  made  to 
change  the  name  of  this  area. 

The  Board  will  be  very  pleased  to  consider  this 
with  the  other  names  when  it  is  thought  advisable. 
Very  truly  yours, 
William  P.  Long,  Chairman. 
Placed  on  file. 


SPRAYING    TREES. 
The  following  was  received. 

City  of  Boston, 
Office  of  the  Mayor,  December  19,  1946. 
To  the  City  Council. 

Gentlemen, —  I  transmit  herewith  communica- 
tion from  the  chairman  of  the  Park  Department, 
relative  to  your  order  of  December  9,  1946,  con- 
cerning the  giving  of  notice  in  writing  for  the 
charges  to  private  property  owners  at  time  trees 
are  being  sprayed. 

Respectfully, 
James  M.  Curley,  Mayor. 

City  of  Boston, 
Park  Department,  December  17,  1946. 
J.  Joseph  Connors, 

Chief  Clerk,  Mayor's  Office. 
Dear  Sir, —  I  have  your  memorandum  of  Decem- 
ber 16,  with  enclosure,  order  from  the  City  Council 
that  instructions  be  issued  that  when  trees  are 
sprayed  on  private  property  the  owner  of  the 
property  be  given  notice  in  writing  for  the  charges 
at  the  time  the  trees  are  being  sprayed. 

That  would  be  impossible;  the  men  in  charge  of 
the  spraying  machines  many  times  are  laborers 
and  they  simply  forward  the  time  to  this  office 
where  it  is  figured  out. 

Very  truly  yours, 
William  P.  Long,  Chairman. 
Placed  on  file. 


SKATING  AT  PLAYGROUNDS. 

The  following  was  received: 

City  of  Boston, 
Office  of  the  Mayor,  December  19,  1946. 
To  the  City  Council. 

Gentlemen, — ■  I   transmit  herewith   communica- 
tion from  the  chairman  of  the  Park  Department, 
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relative  to  your  order  of  December  9,   194(3,  eon- 
cerning  the   Hooding  of   the   Mission   Hill,   Parker 
Hill  and  Jefferson  Playgrounds  for  skating. 
Respectfully, 
James  M.  Curley,  Mayor. 


City  of  Boston, 
Park  Department,  December  17,  1946. 
J.  Joseph  Connors, 

Chief  Clerk,  Mayor's  Office. 
Dear  Sir, —  I  have  your  memorandum  of  Decem- 
ber 16,  with  enclosure,  order  from  the  City  Council 
requesting  the  flooding  of  the  Mission  Hill,  Parker 
Hill  and  Jefferson  Playgrounds  for  skating. 

Please  be  assured  that  it  will  be  a  pleasure  to 
comply  with  the  request. 

Very  truly  yours, 
William  P.  Long,  Chairman. 


City  of  Boston, 
Office  of  the  Mayor,  December  19,  1946. 
To  the  City  Council. 

Gentlemen, —  I  transmit  herewith  communica- 
tion from  the  chairman  of  the  Park  Department, 
relative  to  your  order  of  December  9,  1946,  con- 
cerning the  flooding  of  the  Readville,  Smith  Field, 
Ross  Field,  and  the  Almont  Street  Playgrounds. 
Respectfully, 
James  M.  Curley,  Mayor. 


City  of  Boston, 
Park  Department,  December  18,  1946. 
J.  Joseph  Connors, 

Chief  Clerk,  Mayor's  Office. 
Dear  Sir, — I  have  your  memorandum  of  Decem- 
ber 16,  with  enclosure,  order  from  the  City  Council 
requesting  the  Park  Department  to  arrange  for  the 
flooding  of  the  Readville,  Smith  Field,  Ross  Field, 
and  the  Almont  Street  Playgrounds. 

Please  be  assured  that  it  will  be  a  pleasure  to 
comply  with  these  requests. 

Very  truly  yours, 
William  P.  Long,  Chairman. 


City  of  Boston, 
Office  of  the  Mayor,  December  26,  1946. 
To  the  City  Council. 

Gentlemen, — I    transmit    herewith    communica- 
tion from  the  Park  Department,  in  reply  to  your 
order  of  December  16,  concerning  the  roping  off  of 
playgrounds  in  Ward  20  which  are  used  for  skating. 
Respectfully, 
James  M.  Curley,  Mayor. 


City  of  Boston, 
Park  Department,  December  21,  1946. 
J.  Joseph  Connors, 

Chief  Clerk,  Mayor's  Office. 
Dear  Sir, — I  have  your  memorandum  of  Decem- 
ber 18,  with  enclosure,  order  from  the  City  Council 
that  a  section  of  each  playground  be  roped  off  in 
order  that  small  children  may  be  properly  pro- 
tected from  injury  by  adult  skaters. 

I  had  to  discontinue  the  roping  off  of  these  areas 
for  children;  no  attention  was  paid  to  it.  We  could 
not  keep  the  children  inside  of  it  and  we  could  not 
keep  the  larger  boys  from  going  in  there;  in  the 
event  of  a  thaw  the  stakes  were  sunk  and  the  ropes 
were  pulled  out. 

Therefore,  I  do  not  think,  after  the  many  un- 
pleasant experiences  we  have  had,  it  would  be  ad- 
visable to  comply  with  this  request. 

Very  truly  yours, 
William  P.  Long,  Chairman. 
Severally  placed  on  file. 


Councilor  BRYAN  in  the  chair. 


LIGHTS  ON   HARVARD   MALL. 

The  following  was  received: 

City  of  Boston, 
Office  of  the  Mayor,  December  24,  1946. 
To  the  City  Council. 

Gentlemen, — I    transmit    herewith    communica- 
tion from  the  Park  Department,  in  reply  to  your 


order   of   December   2,    1940,    concerning   the   in- 
stallation of  lights  in  the  Harvard  Mall. 
Respectfully, 
James  M.  Curley,  Mayor. 


City  of  Boston, 
Park  Department,  December  21,  1946. 
J.  Joseph  Connors, 

Chief  Clerk,  Mayor's  Office. 
Dear  Sir, — I  have  your  memorandum  of  Decem- 
ber 5,  with  enclosure,  order  from  the  City  Council 
that   the   Park   Commission   install   lights   in   the 
Harvard  Mall. 

This  matter  has  come  up  three  or  four  times — 
a  conduit  cable  could  not  be  obtained,  etc.  The 
engineer  advocates  we  have  additional  lights  on  the 
streets.  The  original  architect  who  built  the  area 
also  advocates  that  lights  be  placed  on  the  street. 

I  am  forwarding  a  copy  of  the  report  to  Mr. 
Robert  Curley,  Commissioner  of  the  Public  Works, 
requesting  a  study  relative  to  the  rearrangement  of 
and  installation  of  the  necessary  additional  lights 
in  order  to  properly  light  the  park. 

Very  truly  yours, 
William  P.  Long,  Chairman. 
Placed  on  file. 


COLUMBIA   STATION   BRIDGE. 
The  following  was  received: 

City  of  Boston, 
Office  of  the  Mayor,  December  24,  1946. 
To  the  City  Council. 

Gentlemen, — I  transmit  herewith  communica- 
tion from  the  Park  Department,  in  reply  to  your 
order  of  December  2,  1946,  concerning  the  con- 
struction of  pedestrian  stairs  leading  down  from 
the  Columbia  Station  Bridge  to  the  sidewalk 
below,  etc. 

Respectfully, 
James  M.  Curley,  Mayor. 


City  of  Boston, 
Park  Department,  December  21,  1946. 
J.  Joseph  Connors, 

Chief  Clerk,  Mayor's  Office. 

Dear  Sir, — I  have  your  memorandum  of  De- 
cember 5,  with  enclosure,  order  from  the  City 
Council  regarding  plans  and  construction  of 
pedestrian  stairs  leading  down  from  the  Columbia 
Station  Bridge  to  the  sidewalk  below,  etc. 

The  proposed  scheme  requested  in  the  order  is 
worth  serious  consideration.  In  the  first  place, 
it  would  eliminate  two  dangerous  highway  cross- 
ings for  pedestrians  who  live  at  the  Old  Harbor 
Village,  if  we  could  erect  the  stairway  on  the 
southerly  side  of  the  bridge.  Any  stairway  erected 
at  this  site  would  mean  the  relocation  of  the 
Public  Works  Department  weighing  machine  and 
the  weighers  headquarters.  The  spur  railroad 
track  would  also  have  to  be  considered,  and  the 
stairway  itself  would  have  to  be  built  on  Public 
Works  land. 

The  present  Columbia  Road  Bridge  needs  ex- 
tensive repairs  that  warrant  us  putting  in  the 
budget  for  next  year. 

I  respectfully  recommend  that  inasmuch  as  the 
proposed  stairway  is  more  of  a  Public  Works  De- 
partment project  than  a  Park  Department  one, 
that  the  matter  be  referred  to  the  Commissioner 
of  Public  Works  for  such  study  and  action  if  he 
thinks  it  is  advisable. 

Very  truly  yours, 
William  P.  Long,  Chairman. 

Placed  on  file. 


APPROPRIATION    FOR    "CITY    RECORD." 

The  following  was  received: 

City  of  Boston, 
Office  of  the  Mayor,  December  26,  1946. 
To  the  City  Council. 

Gentlemen, — I  am  submitting  herewith  an 
appropriation  order  for  $5,400  to  provide  sufficient 
funds  for  printing  the  City  Record  for  the  balance 
of  the  year.  This  additional  appropriation  is 
necessary  because  of  the  increase  in  printing  costs 
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which    could   not   be   anticipated    in   the   original 
City  Record  budget. 

I   recommend    passage    of   this   order   by    your 
Honorable  Body. 

Respectfully, 
James  M.  Curley,  Mayor. 


Ordered,  That  to  meet  the  current  expenses 
payable  during  the  financial  year  beginning  with 
the  first  day  of  January,  1946,  an  additional  sum 
of  five  thousand  four  hundred  dollars  ($5,400)  be, 
and  the  same  hereby  is,  appropriated  from  the 
income  of  the  City  Record.  Any  excess  of  expendi- 
tures over  income  shall  be  met  by  taxes. 


City  of  Boston, 
Statistics  Department,  December  17,  1946. 
Hon.  James  M.  Curley, 

Mayor  of  Boston. 
Dear  Sir, — An  increase  of  more  than  one  third 
in  printing  costs  necessitates  the  request  for  an 
additional  $5,400  for  printing  the  City  Record  for 
nine  weeks  (November  2,  1946,  through  December 
28,  1946),  at  approximately  $500  per  week. 

May  I  respectfully  request  the  transfer  of  this 
amount  from  City  Record  Revenue  to  City  Record, 
B-l. 

Very  truly  yours, 
Lawrence  W.'Costello,  Chairman. 
Referred  to  the  Executive  Committee. 


APPROPRIATION    FOR    X-RAY    DEPART- 
MENT, CITY  HOSPITAL. 

The  following  was  received: 

City  of   Boston, 
Office  of  the  Mayor,  December  26,  1946. 
To  the  City  Council. 

Gentlemen, —  I  am  in  receipt  of  the  attached 
request  from  the  Superintendent  of  the  City 
Hospital  for  an  additional  appropriation  of  $75,000 
which  is  required  in  connection  with  the  proposed 
construction  of  an  addition  to  the  present  X-Ray 
Department  at  the  hospital.  Your  Honorable 
Body  one  year  ago  approved  an  appropriation  of 
$100,000  for  this  project.  During  the  interim, 
the  cost  of  labor,  supplies  and  materials  has 
risen  to  such  an  extent  that  when  bids  were 
opened  a  short  while  ago,  it  became  evident  that 
the  original  appropriation  granted  was  totally 
inadequate.  In  order  to  permit  an  award  under 
the  proposals  received,  it  is  now  estimated  that  the 
additional  amount  requested  must  be  provided. 
I  submit  herewith  an  appropriation  order  provid- 
ing for  securing  the  necessary  funds  from  the 
special  account,  Sales  of  City  Property,  and 
respectfully  recommend  prompt  consideration 
and  action  on  the  same. 

Respectfully, 
James  M.  Curley,  Mayor. 


Ordered,  That  under  the  provisions  of  section 
63  of  chapter  44  of  the  General  Laws,  the  sum  of 
$75,000  be,  and  the  same  hereby  is,  appropriated 
from  the  special  account  —  Sales  of  City  Property 
—  to  be  expended  under  the  direction  of  the 
trustees  of  the  Boston  City  Hospital  for  con- 
struction of  buildings,  etc. 


City  of  Boston, 
Hospital  Department,  December  14,  1946. 
Hon.  James  M.  Curley, 

Mayor  of  Boston. 

Dear  Mr.  Mayor, —  On  November  5,  1945,  we 
received  information  from  Mr.  John  B.  Hynes, 
City  Clerk,  that  a  loan  of  $100,000  was  available 
for  the  construction  of  a  building  to  supplement 
the  present  X-Ray  Department  at  the  Boston 
City  Hospital. 

In  June  of  1946,  Dr.  Martin  J.  English,  President 
of  the  Board  of  Trustees,  asked  for  additional 
money,  as  it  was  quite  apparent  that  the  $100,000 
would  not  be  adequate  for  the  work.  At  that 
time,  Mr.  Fox,  City  Auditor,  wrote  saying  that  it 
would  be  all  right  for  us  to  proceed  on  the  assump- 
tion   that    $130,000    would    be    available    to    the 


Hospital    Department    in    conjunction    with    the 
X-Ray    Department. 

Now  that  the  bids  have  been  opened,  it  is  very 
evident  that  the  additional  $30,000,  making  a 
total  of  $130,000,  will  be  inadequate.  We  are, 
therefore,  at  this  time  withdrawing  our  request 
for  $30,000  and  we  are  asking  for  an  additional 
$75,000  instead,  making  available  to  the  hospital 
for  this  purpose  the  sum  of  $175,000. 

We  would  be  very  thankful  to  you  if  you  would 
obtain  for  us  an  additional  $75,000  which  we  may 
add  to  our  original  amount  of  $100,000  in  order 
that  we  may  proceed  with  the  work  at  this  time. 
Sincerely  yours, 
James  W.  Manary,  M.  D., 

Superintendent. 

Referred  to  the  Executive  Committee. 


PETITIONS    REFERRED. 

The  following  petitions  were  received  and 
referred  to  the  committee  named,  viz.: 

Claims. 
Nathaniel    M.     Clark,    for    compensation     for 
damage   to   property   at   903    Washington   street, 
caused  by  clogged  sewer  main. 

Lucien  E.  and  Margery  E.  Cook,  for  compensa- 
tion for  damage  to  property  and  injuries  caused 
by  car  of  Police  Department. 

Charles  T.  Fernandez,  for  compensation  for 
collapse  of  water  boiler  at  63  Centre  street,  caused 
by  water  being  shut  off. 

Edward  J.  Geraghty,  for  compensation  for 
damage  to  property  by  fire  apparatus. 

Janet  Hersch,  Trustee,  for  compensation  for 
damage  to  car  by  car  of  School  Committee. 

Helen  Hunter,  for  compensation  for  injuries 
caused  by  city  car. 

Joseph  W.  Korb,  for  compensation  for  injuries 
caused  by  car  cf  School  Committee. 

Terrance  P..  McManus,  for  compensation  for 
injuries  caused  by  city  car. 

Claire  McManus,  for  compensation  for  damage 
to  property  by  city  car. 

Dorothy  O.  Riordan,  for  compensation  for 
injuries  caused  by  an  alleged  defect  in  Marlborough 
street. 

Sabina  M.  Ryan,  for  compensation  for  injuries 
caused  by  an  alleged  defect  in  St.  Francis  de  Sales 
street. 

United  States  Post  Office,  for  compensation  for 
damage  to  mail  truck  by  city  car. 

Alice  E.  Walsh,  for  compensation  for  damage  to 
property  at  165  Metropolitan  avenue,  during 
sidewalk  construction. 


SUNDAY    BOWLING    LICENSE. 

The  following  wras  received: 

Petition  of  the  Columbia  Billiard  Company 
Alleys,  Nicholas  J.  Powlakis,  to  operate  bowling 
alleys  on  the  Lord's  Day,  at  558  Columbia  road, 
Ward  13. 

Referred  to  the  Committee  on  Licenses. 


PETITION   OF   AGNES   L.   WELCH. 

The  following  was  received: 

Petition  of  Agnes  L.  Welch  to  be  paid  annuity 
on  account  of  the  death  of  her  husband  Matthew  J. 
Welch,  late  member  of  the  Fire  Department. 

Referred  to  the  Executive  Committee. 


NEWSBOY    LICENSE. 

Petition  of  Stanley  Tobin,  8  Westview  street, 
Dorchester,  to  be  licensed  as  newsboy,  Decem- 
ber  16. 

Permit  granted  under  usual  conditions. 
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CITY     COUNCIL. 


RESIGNATION  OF   LAWRENCE   W. 
COSTELLO. 
The  following  was  received: 

Notice  of  resignation  of  Lawrence  W.  Costello 
as  Chairman  of  the  Board  of  Statistics  effective 
December  17. 
Placed  on  file. 


FINANCE   COMMISSION   REPORT, 
CLEVELAND   CIRCLE   LAND. 

The  following  was  received: 

City  of  Boston, 
Finance  Commission,  December  20,  1946. 
To  the  Honorable  the  Mayor  and  City  Council. 

Gentlemen, —  The  Finance  Commission  has 
previously  addressed  two  communications  to  you 
in  regard  to  the  proposed  sale  of  city  property  in 
Cleveland  Circle,  Brighton,  to  one  Samuel  Fish. 
In  these  previous  communications  the  Commission 
has  emphasized,  first,  the  well-established  prin- 
ciple that  sale  of  public  land  should  be  by  public 
auction;  secondly,  that  public  auction  in  this 
instance  will  undoubtedly  produce  a  much  higher 
price  than  the  price  for  which  you  propose  to  sell 
the  property  to  Fish. 

The  first  consideration  mentioned  needs  no 
argument  here.  The  second  was  based  on  in- 
formation received  by  the  Commission,  from 
various  sources,  of  persons  or  interests  anxious 
to  obtain  that  property,  and  willing  to  pay  a 
higher  price  than  that  fixed  by  you  in  the  au- 
thorizing order  you  sent  to  the  City  Council. 

Now  the  Commission  wishes  to  present  these 
further  considerations.  The  price  of  one  dollar 
per  foot,  for  which  you  propose  to  sell  the  land  to 
Fish,  is  unwarranted^  low,  whatever  might  be  the 
eventual  use  of  it  in  private  ownership.  The 
nearest  privately  owned  land,  used  as  a  theater 
site  and  a  parking  area,  and  abutting  the  parcel 
under  discussion,  is  valued  by  the  Board  of  As- 
sessors at  two  dollars  per  foot.  Other  parcels  in 
the  Circle  are  assessed  as  follows: 

1  at  $3  per  foot;  1  at  $4  per  foot;  1  at  $5.50  per 
foot;  1  at  $10  per  foot;  1  at  $11  per  foot;  1  at  $13 
per  foot. 

It  would  seem,  therefore,  that  the  city  should 
receive  substantially  more  than  one  dollar  per 
foot  for  this  parcel. 

Concrete  evidence  of  the  soundness  of  this  con- 
tention has  already  been  given  in  otters  of  approxi- 
mately $1.60  and  $1.70  per  foot  by  interests  which 
supported  their  offers  with  certified  checks  for 
$10,000. 

The  order  which  is  before  the  Council  must,  if 
adopted,  be  the  basis  of  the  conveyance  of  the 
property  to  Fish.  This  order  stipulates  only  that 
Fish  pay  a  definite  sum  amounting  to  $1  per  foot 
for  it.  It  contains  no  guarantee  or  stipulation  of 
any  nature  which  would  bind  Fish  or  a  subsequent 
owner  to  erect  any  building  or  any  type  of  building 
upon  the  land  once  acquired. 

The  representation  of  an  anticipated  subsequent 
buyer  that  he  will  erect  a  $300,000  building  thereon 
is,  therefore,  not  supported  by  any  enforceable 
agreement  nor  by  a  surety  bond  which  might 
compensate  the  city  for  the  direct  loss  of  $18,000 
or  more  it  will  suffer  by  the  acceptance  of  the  Fish 
offer  and  the  subsequent  failure  to  erect  a  $300,000 
building.  It  seems  to  the  Commission  to  be 
unthinkable  to  give  this  property  away  for  a 
dollar  a  foot  ostensibly  to  permit  a  new  owner  to 
erect  a  $300,000  building  thereon  without  a  cash 
deposit  or  a  surety  bond  to  guarantee  faithful 
compliance  with  such  an  agreement  within  a 
specified  time. 

The  Commission  recognizes  that  such  an 
arrangement  will  be  difficult  to  make  and  difficult 
to  control.  It  is  because  of  this  difficulty,  and  for 
the  other  reasons  herein  and  previously  advanced, 
that  the  Commission  is  unalterably  opposed  to 
disposal  of  the  land  by  the  method  you  have 
provided  in  the  order  before  the  City  Council,  and 
to  any  method  indicated  to  this  time  in  published 
statements  in  regard  thereto. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

Edward  F.  Mullen,  Chairman, 
Alexander  Wheeler, 
Leo  J.  Dunn, 
Frederick  Deane, 

The  Finance  Commission. 
Robert  E.  Cunniff, 

Secretary. 
Placed  on  file. 


NOTICE   OF   HEARINGS. 

The  following  was  received: 

Notice  of  hearing  of  petition  of  the  New  England 
Transportation  Company  for  license  to  operate 
motor  vehicles  from  Dedham  to  Park  square, 
Boston,  on  December  30,  at  the  Department  of 
Public  Utilities;  State  House,  Boston. 

Notice  of  hearing  by  the  Department  of  Public 
Utilities  of  petition  of  Public  Works  Department 
of  the  City  of  Boston  on  schedule  of  tolls  for  the 
Sumner  Tunnel  for  1947. 

Placed  on  file. 


REPORT  OF  THE  COMMITTEE   ON 
ORDINANCES. 

Coun.  COOK,  for  the  Committee  on  Ordinances, 
submitted  the  following: 

1.  Report  on  the  message  of  the  Mayor  and 
ordinance  (referred  December  9)  relative  to  the 
establishment  of  a  Veterans'  Service  Department 
— recommending  that  the  ordinance  ought  to  pass. 

Report  accepted  and  ordinance  adopted. 

2.  Report  on  the  message  of  the  Mayor  and 
ordinance  (referred  December  2)  relative  to  sal- 
aries of  officers  and  members  of  Boards — recom- 
mending the  ordinance  ought  not  to  pass  without 
prejudice. 

Coun.  BAYLEY — In  other  words,  if  we  vote 
along  with  the  committee,  we  say  "No." 

The  report  of  the  committee  was  accepted. 
The  question  came  on  the  passage  of  the  ordinance 
and  the  ordinance  was  rejected. 


President  KELLY  in  the  chair. 


3.  Report  on  the  message  of  the  Mayor  and 
Ordinance  (referred  December  16)  relative  to 
salaries  of  members  of  the  Transit  Commission — 
recommending  that  the  ordinance  ought  not  to 
pass  without  prejudice. 

The  question  came  on  the  acceptance  of  the 
report  of  the  committee  and  the  rejection  of  the 
amendment.  The  report  was  accepted  and  the 
ordinance  rejected. 

4.  Report  on  the  message  of  the  Mayor  and 
ordinance  (referred  December  16)  concerning  fees 
for  collecting  rubbish  and  transporting  garbage 
— recommending  that  the  ordinance  ought  to  pass. 

Coun.  KEENAN— Mr.  President,  is  this  ordi- 
nance in  regard  to  an  increase  in  the  contract? 

President  KELLY — It  is  an  increase  on  trans- 
porting rubbish  through  the  city  streets. 

The  question  came  on  the  acceptance  of  the 
report  of  the  committee.  The  report  was  accepted, 
and  the  question  came  on  the  adoption  of  the 
ordinance. 

Coun.  BAYLEY— Mr.  President,  I  would  like 
more  information  on  this,  what  it  is  proposed  that 
this  ordinance  is  planning  to  do. 

President  KELLY — The  chairman  of  the  Com- 
mittee on  Ordinances  may  wish  to  explain  it. 

Coun.  COOK — Mr.  President,  for  the  benefit  of 
the  councilor  who  asked  the  question  and  the 
other  councilors,  this  ordinance  raises  the  price  of 
the  commercial  rubbish  collection  from  11  cents 
a  barrel  to  20  cents  a  barrel.  This  fee  which  is 
collected  goes  to  the  city.  The  other  amendment 
raises  the  permit  for  independent  vehicles  who 
wish  to  collect  commercial  rubbish  and  transport 
it  through  the  streets  to  a  dump,  from  $5  a  permit 
to  $25  a  permit.  This  increase  also  goes  to  the 
city. 

Coun.  BAYLEY — Would  some  of  these  interests 
be  taking  rubbish  that  would  be  normally  collected 
by  contractors  and  other  people? 

Coun.  COOK — Mr.  President,  contractors  who 
contract  to  take  commercial  rubbish  may  refuse 
certain  areas.  The  city  does  not  have  to  collect 
commercial  rubbish.  It  does  have  to  collect  per- 
sonal and  residential  rubbish  regardless.  Hereto- 
fore, commercial  people  would  make  a  contract 
and  pay  to  the  contractor  collecting  in  that  dis- 
trict by  tickets  which  they  secured  from  the  City 
Hall  at  11  cents  a  barrel.  Now,  in  certain  in- 
stances the  contractor  who  has  that  district  does 
not  wish  to  take  that  job  on  of  commercial  rub- 
bish and  garbage  so  that  an  independent  trans- 
porter can  be  hired.  For  instance,  Harvard  Col- 
lege, with  which  you  are  familiar,  uses  their  own 
trucks  to  transport  their  rubbish  and  garbage. 
They  pay  $5  for  a  permit  to  transport  that  through 
the  public  streets.  In  their  case  they  will  have  to 
pay  $25  for  each  truck  in  so  doing.     In  other  parts 
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of  the  city  independent  owners  of  vehicles  whether 
they  are  veterans  or  not  who  wish  to  go  into  this 
business  and  compete  and  collect  this  commercial 
garbage  may  do  so,  but  in  order  to  be  allowed  to 
carry  that  through  the  public  streets  they  must 
pay  a  license  or  a  permit  fee.  We  are  raising  the 
price  from  $5  to  $25  a  truck.  These  same  con- 
tractors who  may  take  commercial  rubbish  and 
garbage  from  commercial  establishments  will  re- 
ceive tickets  from  these  people  for  which  these 
commercial  establishments  will  pay  the  city  20 
cents  a  barrel  instead  of  11  cents  a  barrel  as  here- 
tofore. 

Coun.  BAYLEY — Will  this  result  in  a  larger  fee 
to  the  householder,  Mr.  President? 

President  KELLY — Does  Councilor  Cook  yield 
for  a  question? 

Coun.  COOK — Yes.  I  just  thought  I  explained 
it  thoroughly.  It  is  not  household.  It  is  com- 
mercial establishments.  They  have  to  pay  more 
money.  The  reason  they  have  to  pay  more  is  the 
city  is  paying  more.  From  11  cents  to  20  cents  a 
barrel  is  approximately  the  average  rise  in  price  of 
labor  and  transportation. 

Coun.  BAYLEY— Thank  you. 

Coun.  KEENAN— If  I  understood  the  distin- 
guished councilor  on  the  statement,  if  a  veteran 
or  any  other  person,  a  private  party,  wanted  to 
collect  garbage  or  rubbish,  the  increase  would  be 
from  $5  to  $25.     Am  I  correct  in  that? 

Coun.  COOK — Mr.  President,  on  this  garbage 
anybody  not  under  contract  to  the  city  and  want- 
ing to  collect  commercial  garbage  can  take  it, 
where  the  contractor  who  could  take  it  under  his 
contract  with  the  city  refused  to  do  so.  Anybody 
can  come  in  and  ask  for  the  privilege  of  taking 
that.  In  order  to  do  that  the  raise  in  the  permit 
fee  is  from  $5  to  $25  per  truck. 

Coun.  KEENAN— Mr.  President,  I  do  not 
quite  understand  why  the  committee  would  ask 
to  have  the  permit  increased  from  $5  to  $25  after 
the  contractors  were  just  given  an  increase  of 
18  per  cent  on  their  contracts.  I  do  not  see  why 
any  contractor  would  refuse  to  take  ashes  and 
garbage  from  that  district.  As  I  understand, 
Mr.  President,  the  contractors  now  having  con- 
tracts with  the  city  do  not  take  ashes  and  garbage 
away  from  commercial  establishments. 

Coun.  COOK — It  is  my  understanding  they  can 
take  it  or  refuse  it.  Sometimes  they  make  their 
own  arrangements.  In  many  cases  they  refuse 
to  do  it.  They  leave  it  open  for  an  independent 
contractor.  There  are  many  who  are  competing 
for  that  right  to  do  it.  This  raise  in  price  goes  to 
the  city,  the  $25  per  truck.  At  present  there  are 
about  fifty  commercial  establishments  that  use 
private  interests.  For  example,  take  Harvard 
College.  They  do  not  pay  anybody  11  cents  a 
barrel.  They  use  their  own  trucks.  In  using 
their  own  trucks  they  are  required  to  pay  $5  for 
each  truck  they  use  so  that  they  can  transport 
the  garbage  or  rubbish  through  the  city  streets 
to  a  dump.  There  may  be  other  commercial 
establishments  who  wish  to  do  that,  too,  instead 
of  paying  the  city  11  cents  a  barrel  or  20  cents  a 
barrel.  They  say,  "We  will  remove  our  own 
garbage.  We  have  our  own  trucking  concern." 
The  city  says,  "It  is  all  right.  For  every  truck 
that  transports  garbage  or  rubbish  from  your 
place,  you  must  pay  $25  a  year  for  each  truck  which 
is  doing  that  so  that  they  can  carry  the  garbage 
and  rubbish  through  the  streets  of  Boston."  In 
that  case,  the  city  does  not  collect  the  20  cents  or 
11  cents  a  barrel  from  that  concern.  They  make 
their  own  contract  with  some  outside  person. 
This  applies  only  to  rubbish  and  garbage  from 
business  and  commercial  establishments. 

Coun.  KEENAN— Mr.  President,  did  the 
committee  figure  over  a  period  of  years  that  the 
$25  will  be  more  than  11  cents  a  barrel? 

Coun.  COOK — Mr.  President,  the  answer  is 
not  figured  in  that  way.  The  answer  is  figured 
in  this  manner.  You  cannot  force  a  commercial 
establishment  to  take  a  truck  or  the  contractor 
that  the  city  wants  it  to  take.  By  the  same 
basis,  the  city  is  under  no  obligation  to  remove 
commercial  garbage  or  rubbish.  The  only  thing 
this  rise  in  price  would  do  would  be  to  pay  or  to  go 
toward  defraying  the  expenses  of  the  inspectors 
whom  we  now  have  to  see  to  it  that  this  com- 
mercial rubbish  and  garbage  is  removed  and 
removed  promptly. 

Coun.  KEENAN — Mr.  President,  I  disagree 
with  the  councilor  because,  as  he  says,  it  states 
the  city  cannot  force  private  industry  to  take 
garbage  and  ashes  away.  The  city  can  where 
there  is  a  health  menace. 


Coun.  COOK — I  said  they  cannot  require  the 
commercial  establishment  to  use  a  certain  con- 
tractor. They  have  to  take  away  rubbish  and 
garbage.  The,  city  cannot  say  to  Filene's  Com- 
pany, "You  use  the  John  Doakes  Company," 
which  is  a  city  company.  They  cannot  do  that. 
They  can  say,  "Take  away  the  commercial  gar- 
bage." The  commercial  establishment  says, 
"Well,  we  will,  but  we  will  use  our  own  trucks." 
The  city  says,  "In  that  event,  we  will  charge  you 
$25  a  truck  for  transporting  the  garbage  through 
the  streets  of  the  City  of  Boston  to  a  dump." 

Coun.  BAYLEY — Is  it  not  possible  that  if  the 
city  or  its  own  contractor  will  not  take  away  the 
garbage  and  the  company  wants  it  taken  away, 
this  increase  in  the  rates  will  make  it  prohibitive 
for  outside  private  companies  to  take  the  garbage 
away?     Nobody  will  take  it  away. 

Coun.  COOK — Mr.  President,  based  on  experi- 
ence the  answer  would  be,  "No,  there  are  plenty 
of  people  who  want  to  get  into  this,  and  many 
veterans  who  are  making  their  own  business  deals 
with  the  commercial  establishments."  They 
would  be  willing  to  pay  $25  for  a  permit  for  every 
truck  they  use.  They  make  their  own  deals  with 
the  commercial  establishment  based  on  experi- 
ence. Based  on  information  that  the  Commis- 
sioner of  Public  Works  has  given  us,  many  truck 
owners,  especially  the  veterans,  are  trying  to  get 
into  this  business. 

The  question  came  on  the  adoption  of  the 
ordinance,  and  the  ordinance  was  adopted. 


NEW  ENGLAND   TRANSPORTATION 
COMPANY. 

Coun.  SULLIVAN— Mr.  President,  I  would  like 
unanimous  consent  to  make  a  statement. 

President  KELLY — Hearing  no  objection, 
Councilor  Sullivan. 

Coun.  SULLIVAN— Mr.  President,  I  have  here 
before  me  the  letter  that  was  forwarded  to  the 
Council  today  from  the  Department  of  Public 
Utilities  notifying  us  of  the  hearing  on  December 
30  on  a  petition  of  the  New  England  Transporta- 
tion Company  for  a  bus  route  from  the  Dedham 
line  to  the  Park  Square  district.  It  further  states 
in  the  letter  that  this  originally  was  based  on  the 
fact  that  it  was  passed  in  the  City  Council  Novem- 
ber 18,  and  also  signed  by  the  Mayor.  This  bus 
permit  happens  to  be  for  a  bus  route  that  goes 
through  my  district.  I  did  not  receive  any  notice 
of  any  hearing  because  I  would  have  opposed  the 
petition.  In  checking  back  the  minutes  of  our 
meetings,  on  November  18,  I  find  that  the  petition 
was  brought  in  here  that  day  and  referred  back  on 
the  same  day.  I  hope,  Mr.  President,  that  the 
chairman  of  the  Licensing  Committee  next  year, 
on  any  bus  routes  that  are  running  through  the 
city,  will  notify  each  councilor  of  the  new  bus 
route.  I  definitely  would  have  opposed  the 
granting  of  this  license  because  the  route  goes 
through  that  section  of  Columbus  avenue  from 
Massachusetts  avenue  to  Roxbury  Crossing,  in 
my  district.  These  buses  are  getting  to  be  a  hazard 
on  the  roads  of  Boston.  They  use  that  portion 
of  Columbus  avenue  in  my  district  as  a  speedway. 
Eventually  there  is  going  to  be  a  very  serious 
accident.  I  hope,  Mr.  President,  that  the  new 
chairman  of  the  Licensing  Committee  will  notify 
the  respective  councilors  before  these  petitions 
are  granted. 

Coun.  SCANNELL— Mr.  President,  might  I 
ask  a  point  of  information  as  to  how  the  gentleman 
from  Ward  9  (Councilor  Sullivan)  received  his 
permission  to  speak  before  the  Body? 

President  KELLY — He  asked  unanimous  con- 
sent. 

Coun.  SCANNELL — I  would  like  to  ask 
unanimous  consent. 

President  KELLY — Hearing  no  objection, 
Councilor  Scannell. 

Coun.  SCANNELL— In  regard  to  this  permit, 
Mr.  President,  of  the  New  England  Transporta- 
tion Company,  it  is  very  evident  that  the  gentle- 
man from  Ward  9  does  not  know  what  he  is  talk- 
ing about.  As  far  as  this  permit  is  concerned, 
this  has  been  a  war  emergency  permit  given  by 
the  Department  of  Public  Utilities.  I  have  had 
this  in  my  committee  for  about  eight  months. 
It  was  to  change  a  couple  of  streets  in  the  Park 
Square  area  from  one  way  or  another  so  that  the 
transportation  company  which  has  been  coming 
from  Providence,  I  believe,  into  the  city,  could 
get  into  their  new  terminal  at  Park  square.     Any 
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of  you  gentlemen  here,  as  t  ho  members  of  the 
committee  and  anybody  in  the  Body  knows,  on 
anything  as  far  as  I  was  concerned,  the  Com- 
mittee on  Licenses  lias  always  notified  a  councilor. 
This  is  something  that  involves  changing  a  few 
streets  in  the  City  of  Boston.  I  do  not  think 
there  should  be  any  more  talk  about  this  matter. 
I  have  had  this  in  my  committee  seven  or  eight 
months.  It  had  to  get  out  and  get  action.  That 
is  why  it  was  taken  out.  It  was  not  extending 
any  bus  line.  It  was  to  make  sure  the  New  Eng- 
land Transportation  Company,  which  had  war 
emergency  powers  and  had  to  come  into  their  new 
large  terminal  which  they  built  in  Park  square 
could  do  so.  That  is  all  there  is  to  that.  The 
committee  passed  it  unanimously. 

Coun.  SULLIVAN— Mr.  President. 

President  KELLY — For  what  purpose  does  the 
gentleman  rise? 

Coun.  SULLIVAN — Relative  to  this  petition 
here  and  the  notice  from  the  Public  Utilities. 

President  KELLY — You  ask  unanimous  con- 
sent to  make  a  statement?  Hearing  no  objection, 
Councilor  Sullivan. 

Coun.  SULLIVAN— Mr.  President,  that  was  in 
the  committee  seven  or  eight  months.  The 
chairman  of  the  committee  had  sufficient  time  to 
notify  the  councilors  in  their  respective  districts. 
As  far  as  this  being  an  old  petition,  it  is„worded 
in  the  order  that  they  are  seeking  a  bus  permit 
running  from  the  Dedham  line  through  the  streets 
of  .Boston.  It  further  states  thet  they  had  another 
one.  If  it  were  through  the  power  of  the  Depart- 
ment of  Public  Utilities,  it  was  not  through  the 
sanction  of  this  Body  here.  The  war  powers  have 
gone  or  will  go  shortly.  This  permit  had  to  come 
back  in  order  for  them  to  run  rightfully  through 
the  streets  of  Boston.  I  as  one  member  did  not 
receive  any  notice  of  this  petition.  I  will  ask  the 
councilors  from  Wards  20,  19,  11  and  4 — I  believe 
that  is  all  the  councilors  affected — if  they  have 
received  any  notice  relative  to  this  petition? 
(No  response.) 


REPORT   OF   COMMITTEE   ON   LICENSES. 

Coun.  SCANNELL,  for  the  Committee  on 
Licenses,  submitted  the  following: 

Report  on  petition  (referred  December  16)  of 
Louis  Gateman,  118  Hutchings  street,  Roxbury, 
for  driveway  opening  at  1891-1997  Washington 
street — recommending  that  the  license  be  granted. 

Report  accepted  and  license  granted. 


VETERANS'  HOUSING  PROGRAM. 

Councilor  LINEHAN  offered  the  following: 

1.  Ordered,  That  the  Boston  Housing  Authority 
be  requested  through  his  Honor  the  Mayor  (1)  to 
invite  leading  architects  and  community  planners 
such  as  Professor  Walter  Gropius,  chairman  of  the 
Department  of  Architecture  in  Harvard  Univer- 
sity; Professor  Holmes  Perkins,  chairman  of  the 
Regional  Planning  Department,  Harvard  Uni- 
versity; Professor  Dravereau  Bender,  School  of 
Design,  Massachusetts  Institute  of  Technology, 
and  any  other  leading  housing  experts  to  a  con- 
ference in  regard  to  planning  for  the  $10,000,000 
City  of  Boston  Veterans'  Housing  Program,  and 
(2)  it  is  recommended  that  available  sites  for  said 
Veterans'  Housing  Program  be  selected  so  that 
plans  and  work  relative  to  utilities,  streets,  etc., 
may  proceed  quickly  prior  to  building  so  that  when 
Spring  of  1947  arrives  the  Boston  Housing 
Authority  shall  be  in  a  position  to  open  bidding  on 
construction  of  one-  and  two-family  houses. 

2.  Ordered,  That  his  Honor  the  Mayor  request 
the  U.  S.  Congressman  representing  the  City  of 
Boston  to  present,  if  necessary,  and  support  all 
legislation  in  Congress  that  will  in  effect  permit 
the  Boston  Housing  Authority  to  award  contracts 
to  the  low  bidders  for  construction  of  low-income 
housing  developments  on  the  Cathedral  and  South 
Boston  sites. 

3.  Resolved,  That  the  Boston  City  Council,  in 
meeting  assembled,  hereby  favors  the  enactment 
of  the  so-called  Wagner-Taft-Ellender  Bill,  per- 
taining to  public  housing,  which  is  now  pending  in 
Congress;    and  be  it  further 

Resolved,  That  copies  of  this  resolution  be  sent 
to  all  of  the  members  of  both  Houses  of  Congress 
from  Massachusetts. 

Coun.  LINEHAN — Mr.  President,  in  addition 
to  the  first  two  orders,  I  will  have  a  third  order 
to  file  later  on  in  regard   to   requesting  the  City 


Council  to  go  on  record  in  support,  of  the  so-called 
Wagner-Taft-Ellender  housing  bill  which  the 
new  Congress  will  consider  after  they  meet  some 
time  the  first  of  the  year.  For  the  information 
of  the  City  Council,  I  have  several  clippings  here 
I  would  like  to  read.  We  are  going  back  again  to 
our  old  housing  situation  which  seems  to  have 
taken  a  turn  for  the  worse  in  recent  days.  It  was 
only  about  a  week  or  two  ago  that  the  President 
ordered  or,  as  you  might  say,  put  an  order  into 
effect  which  crippled  the  veterans'  housing  pro- 
gram that  was  in  full  swing  throughout  the  United 
States.  As  every  councilor  here  knows,  I  believe 
that  all  of  you  know  after  reading  the  paper  in 
recent  days,  that  the  restriction  on  the  type  of 
homes  and  buildings  to  be  constructed  will  be 
lifted  so  that  in  the  very  near  future  they  will 
have  office  buildings  and  all  other  types  of  build- 
ings in  direct  competition  with  the  construction 
of  homes  for  veterans  and  even  non-veterans. 
The  available  material  and  lumber  which  is  now 
available  for  the  construction  of  homes  for 
veterans  will  be  available  for  the  construction  of 
all  types  of  buildings.  Whether  that  is  going  to 
have  a  good  or  bad  effect  on  our  economy  in  the 
United  States,  I  do  not  know.  But  I  do  know 
our  Archbishop  said  recently  in  his  Christmas 
message,  according  to  the  Boston  Record: 

"In  his  beautiful  Christmas  message  to  the 
people  of  New  England,  Archbishop  Richard  J. 
Cushing  said,  'Even  here  in  America,  homelessness 
has  become  the  lot  of  multitudes.  Voung  people 
eager  to  marry  or  having  married,  eager  to  found 
their  own  homes,  are  frustrated  by  the  scanda- 
lously improvident  chaotic  housing  situation 
which  is  becoming  America's  most  serious  obstacle 
to  normal  social  progress  and  to  Christian 
morality.'" 

The  veterans  of  Foreign  Wars  National  News- 
paper they  send  out  to  all  of  the  members  of  the 
Veterans  of  Foreign  Wars  has  a  statement 'to  the 
effect    that    they    are    supporting    the    Wagner- 
Ellender-Taft  housing  bill  and  asking  legislators 
to   vote  in   Congress  in  favor  of  that  bill  which 
naturally  calls  tor  the  construction  of  thousands 
of    homes    throughout    the    United    States.     But 
according  to  the  opinions  of  the  experts  on  the 
government  at  Washington,  the  so-called  experts, 
as  to  whether  a  bill  is  going  to  get  by,  it  is  the 
consensus  of  opinion  that  the  bill  in  the  coming 
session  of  Congress  will  be  defeated.     This  means, 
unless  there  is  pressure  brought  to  bear  by  bodies 
such  as  the  Boston  City  Council  and  other  city 
and   state   bodies   throughout   the   United   States 
interested  in  having  homes   built,   unless  we  get 
publicity   and   pressure   brought   to   bear   on   the 
members  of  Congress  which  we  all  know  now  will 
be  controlled  by  the  Republican  Party,  it  seems 
to  me  as  a  result  of  the  last  election,  restrictions 
have  been  lifted  on  building  materials  so  that  you 
will  not  have  it  for  the  construction  of  homes  as  it 
has  been  up  to  now.     There  is  no  question  in  my 
mind  or  in  the  mind  of  any  thinking  person  with 
common  sense  that  we  will  have  less  building  of 
homes  due  to  the  fact  that  all  of  the  restrictions 
that  have  been  in  effect  will  now  be  lifted,  which 
means  that  there  will  be  just  a  trickle  of  mate- 
rials down  to  the  construction  of  homes.     That, 
it  seems  to  me,  is  one  of  the  worst  things  that  has 
happened  since  I  came  back  from  the  service.     I 
refer  to  the  solution  of  the  Al  problem  that  exists 
here  in  the  United  States.     Everybody  agrees  we 
have  a  housing  problem.     Whether  they  are  for  or 
against    Federal    Housing    makes    no    difference. 
You  do  not  have  to   be  a   veteran.     Even  non- 
veterans  need  homes.     Now,  not  even  the  veterans 
will  have  much  chance  of  getting  homes  unless, 
as  I  say,  bodies  such  as  ours  create  enough  public 
opinion  in  favor  of  building  homes  for  veterans  and 
even    non-veterans.     Now    recently    we    had    a 
government    order    issued    through    Washington, 
f  suppose  it  was  a  result  of  the  last  election,  con- 
sidering it  a  mandate  of  the  people  to  cut  down 
on  housing  for  the  citizens  of  the  United  States. 
We  have  even  a  cut  on  the  temporary  dwelling 
units  for  veterans.     I  have  a  clipping  here  from 
one    of    our    Boston    newspapers    which    remarks 
about  the  fact  that  we  had  a  flood  in  the  second 
Vet  Colony  located  at  Columbia  Village,  the  old 
Camp    McKay.     I    keep    talking    about    Camp 
McKay   through  the  term.     As  a  result  of  poor 
construction  in  the  roofs  of  the  homes,  water  is 
seeping  through  and  making  it  unpleasant  for  the 
inhabitants.     Even  that  type  of  home  is  getting 
restricted.     Here   is    the   Boston    tost   saying   on 
December   24:    "An    official   disclosed    today    the   _- 
Federal  Public  Housing  Administration  has  ordered 
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a  cut-back  of  about  12,000  units  in  its  program 
of  temporary  veterans'  housing  because  of  rising 
material  and  labor  costs."  I  have  another  article 
here  written  by  Thomas  L.  Stokes  of  the  Boston 
Traveler: 

"Lifting  of  price  and  wage  controls  has  almost 
wrecked  the  program.  Since  the  Federal  Public 
Housing  Authority  which  directs  this  program 
under  mandate  by  Congress  has  a  limited  appro- 
priation for  the  Federal  part  of  the  plan,  it  has  been 
compelled  to  reduce  sharply  because  of  rising 
costs  of  material  and  labor." 

The  war  is  over  now.  The  emergency  on  the 
veterans'  housing  and  housing  for  other  people — 
well,  it  is  not  such  an  emergency.  It  seems  to  me 
Congress  has  forgotten  the  veterans  did  go  away 
and  fight  for  the  country  when  the  country  needed 
them  in  the  emergency.  Now  that  they  are  back 
and  the  war  is  over  for  some  months,  the  attitude 
seems  to  be,  "Let  us  forget  about  the  war.  Let 
us  forget  about  the  veterans,  and  even  about  the 
non-veteran  and  his  housing  problem."  I  am  up 
here  today  talking  on  housing  because  of  the  fear 
in  my  mind  that  probably  as  another  writer, 
Drew  Pearson,  said  recently,  even  some  of  the 
leading  members  of  the  Veterans  of  Foreign  Wars 
and  the  American  Legion,  probably  members  of 
the  First  World  War,  I  think,  even  they  helped, 
you  might  say,  to  throw  a  monkey  wrench  into  the 
veterans'  housing  program  in  Washington.  You 
will  find  some  of  the  Veterans  of  Foreign  Wars 
and  the  American  Legion  for  housing  and  some 
against.  Why  they  are  not  all  for  it  is  beyond 
me.  Everybody  agrees  it  is  the  Al  problem,  but 
still  they  do  not  do  much  about  it.-  As  a  matter 
of  fact,  I  can  safely  say  here,  the  only  ones  today 
who  have  done  much  about  it  are  the  members  of 
the  Boston  Citv  Council  by  voting  unanimouslv 
for  the  $10,000,000  program  for  the  City  of 
Boston  which  I  hope  will  get  going  soon.  Only 
last  week  the  State  Board  of  Housing  once  again 
declared  the  emergency  on  housing  still  exists  in 
Boston.  The  banks  are  now  satisfied  as  a  result 
of  giving  that  hearing  and  voting.  At  least  the 
newspapers  have  come  out  and  now  the  bankers 
are  satisfied.  We  will  soon  get  the  $10,000,000. 
I  hope  the  Boston  Housing  Authority,  through 
his  Honor  the  Mayor,  will  get  going  and  lay  plans 
for  housing  developments  throughout  Boston. 
On  these  two  orders  I  have  just  filed,  one  of  them 
is  in  regard  to  asking  his  Honor  the  Mayor  to 
contact  the  members  of  the  Boston  Housing 
Authority  which,  by  the  way,  is  pretty  well 
shattered  at  the  present  time.  I  think  we  have 
now  only  three  members.  I  understand  one  sent 
in  his  resignation.  I  think  it  is  Mr.  Stanbro  of 
the  Hotel  Statler.  That  can  be  checked  through 
the  City  Clerk.  Monsignor  Reynolds  passed 
away,  I  am  sorry  to  say,  a  short  while  ago.  I  am 
sorry  those  two  men  are  leaving  the  Board. 
While  I  served  with  them  they  were  real  public- 
spirited  citizens  who  did  a  wonderful  job  for 
housing.  I  have  filed  one  order  requesting  the 
Mayor  and  the  Boston  Housing  Authority  to 
invite  leading  architects  and  community  planners 
such  s  Professor  Gropius,  Chairman  of  the  De- 
partment of  Architecture  in  Harvard  University 
who,  by  the  way,  has  one  of  the  most  illustrious 
backgrounds  I  have  ever  had  the  pleasure  of 
reading  in  regard  to  community  planning,  and 
why  I  suggest  inviting  these  members — in  fact, 
one  of  them  is  a  lady — to  go  before  them  is  due 
to  the  fact  that  I  do  not  think  we  should  have 
any  haphazard  planning  in  regard  to  the  City  of 
Boston  $10,000,000  housing  program.  I  think  it 
should  be  planned  carefully  by  leading  experts  in 
housing.  When  I  was  a  member  of  the  Boston 
Housing  Authority,  I  was  glad  to  have  experts 
called  in  to  furnish  me  with  information.  They 
might  help  to  give  us  a  better  housing  situation  in 
Boston.  Here  is  something  new.  The  Boston 
Housing  Authority  never  had  the  opportunity 
before  on  the  construction  of  one-  and  two-family 
homes.  It  is  not  necessarily  slum  clearance. 
These  homes  could  probably  be  built  on  choice 
pieces  of  land  such  as  are  out  in  Wards  18,  19  and 
20,  and  Orient  Heights,  in  East  Boston.  Before 
we  go  ahead  and  throw  up  one-  and  two-family 
houses  helter  skelter,  it  seems  to  me  public- 
spirited  people  such  as  Professor  Gropius  should 
be  consulted.  I  had  a  three-hour  talk  with  him 
the  other  day.  He  knows  something  about 
community  planning.  When  I  say  community 
planning,  it  includes  building  homes  and  any 
other  facilities  that  go  to  make  up  a  community. 
Gentlemen  like  he  and  others  whom  I  have  listed 
would  be  glad  to  go  before  the  members  of  the 


Boston  Housing  Authority  and  give  them  ideas 
which  might  be  used  by  the  members  of  the  Boston 
Housing  Authority.  If  the  members  of  the 
Boston  Housing  Authority  do  not  see  fit  to  use 
their  ideas,  well  and  good.  Probably  they  will 
not.  There  is  a  pretty  good  chance  their  ideas 
are  good.  They  are  recognized  as  leading  experts 
throughout  the  United  States.  I  hope  the  mem- 
bers of  the  Housing  Authority  will  be  influenced 
by  his  Honor  the  Mayor  to  call  in  the  best  brains 
in  the  United  States  on  our  City  of  Boston  housing 
program  "for  veterans.  Five  years  from  now 
those  homes  are  not  only  going  to  be  available  for 
veterans  but  non-veterans.  I  have  also  filed  a 
second  order  requesting  United  States  Congress- 
men to  interest  themselves  in  the  matter,  including 
the  newly  elected  Congressman  John  Kennedy, 
who  has  been  one  whose  main  platform  when  he 
got  elected,  was  that  he  would  be  in  favor  of 
housing  for  veterans  and  their  families.  We  have 
had  a  lot  of  talk  up  to  now.  Kennedy  is  going 
to  go  to  Congress.  Let  him  go  to  the  front 
and  get  action.  The  City  Council  took  action 
when  they  voted  for  $10,000,000  for  veterans' 
housing.  Congress  went  to  sleep  last  year  and  did 
nothing  on  the  Wagner-Ellender-Taft  bill  but 
pigeonhole  it.  It  is  coming  up  again.  We  have 
young  blood,  whether  it  is  blue  or  red,  in  the  veins 
of  the  men,  such  as  Congressman  Kennedy  and 
others  who  are  interested  in  housing  in  the  City  of 
Boston  and  other  sections  of  the  United  States. 
That  bill  is  coming  up  for  consideration  again  in 
1947.  This  is  the  time  to  let  them  know  the  City 
of  Boston  through  its  City  Council  is  in  favor  of 
housing.  We  did  it  last  year.  Unfortunately  it 
did  not  have  beneficial  results.  At  the  present 
time,  we  have  the  Cathedral  site  with  no  homes 
on  it,  a  site  which  previously  did  have  homes. 
They  were  torn  down  with  the  promise  to  the 
people  who  owned  the  homes  that  they  would 
come  back  later  if  they  met  requirements  and  oc- 
cupy the  low  income  dwelling  units  on  those  two 
sites.  Up  to  now,  as  you  know,  the  Congressional 
act  which  permitted  low  income  housing  develop- 
ments had  a  maximum  cost  of  $5,000  per  dwelling 
unit.  At  the  present  time  the  contractors  are  bid- 
ding about  $7,000  or  $7,500  a  unit.  It  means  in 
order  for  low  income  housing  to  again  go  into  full 
swing,  we  must  have  Congress  amend  the  present 
act  to  raise  the  maximum  cost  of  the  construction 
per  unit  up  to  $7,500.  Nothing  can  be  done  on  the 
Cathedral  project  and  the  South  Boston  project 
until  that  is  done.  It  certainly  seems  fair  and 
reasonable  to  request  all  of  those  Congressmen 
who  are  elected  by  the  people  of  Boston,  Congress- 
man-elect Kennedy,  Congressman  Wigglesworth, 
Congressman  Herter  and  Congressman  McCor- 
mack,  to  fight  for  housing.  Let  us  not  ask  all  of 
the  Congressmen.  Let  us  ask  our  own  Congress- 
men responsible  for  their  election  to  the  people  of 
Boston,  just  like  we  are.  We  can  at  least  ask 
Congressmen  to  fight  hard  for  housing.  We  have 
done  as  much  as  we  can.  We  cannot  go  and  fight 
in  the  Congress.  We  have  fought  here  successfully. 
I  hope  by  spring  we  might  start  our  City  of  Boston 
housing  for  veterans  and  make  it  become  a  reality. 
We  have  heard  a  lot  of  talk  about  cost.  I  have 
been  going  around  through  Massachusetts  during 
the  last  three  months.  I  have  been  talking  to 
builders  and  architects  throughout  eight  cities  and 
towns.  I  have  gone  to  homes  that  were  being 
built,  one-  and  two-family  homes.  There  are  two- 
family  homes  being  built  in  Cambridge.  Naturally, 
in  the  future,  anybody  who  will  pay  the  price  can 
have  homes  built,  and  not  only  the  veterans.  I 
have  heard  a  lot  of  talk  to  the  effect  that  one  can- 
not get  homes  built  for  this  or  that  much  money. 
They  say  building  costs  now  are  at  their  peak.  I 
was  reading  a  national  weekly  magazine  put  out 
in  Washington  called  United  States  News.  They 
predict  what  is  going  to  happen  to  our  economy 
during  the  coming  year,  1947.  They  say  that 
building  costs  for  houses  have  reached  their  peak 
at  about  145  per  cent  of  1940  average  according  to 
National  Housing  Agency  officials.  The  prospects 
are  the  building  costs  will  be  reduced  somewhat  by 
spring,  maybe  as  much  as  12  per  cent.  That  is  a 
good  sign  to  me.  I  hope  it  is  so,  now  that  the 
restrictions  are  lifted.  It  means  this.  I  come  to 
the  first  order  I  discussed.  I  recommend  available 
sites  for  said  veterans'  housing  programs  be  selected 
so  that  plans  and  work  relative  to  utilities  and 
streets  may  proceed  quickly  prior  to  building  so 
that  when  the  spring  of  1947  arrives,  the  Boston 
Housing  Authority  shall  be  in  a  position  to  open 
bidding  on  the  construction  of  one-  and  two-family 
houses.  I  have  been  talking  to  builders.  In 
recent  months  they  all  say  the  same  thing,  that 
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by  April,  1947,  the  building  costs  might  be  on  the 
way  down.  This  magazine  only  last  week  pre- 
dicted that.  They  predict  a  12  per  cent  cut.  I 
certainly  am  not  going  to  ask  the  Boston  Housing 
Authority  to  ask  for  the  building  of  homes  right 
now.  We  will  pay  12  per  cent  higher  than  we 
would  next  March.  It  will  take  two  or  three 
months  to  get  our  sites  ready  and  our  plans  drawn 
up.  That  is  why  I  am  asking  that  between  now 
and  the  spring  in  the  next  couple  of  weeks  we 
invite  these  experts  on  housing  in  for  a  conference 
so  that  they  will  not  only  have  the  use  of  our  own 
plans  on  housing  development  and  projects,  but 
also  the  best  brains  in  the  United  States.  I  believe 
they  are  the  best  brains  in  the  United  States  when 
they  come  from  the  Harvard  Graduate  School  of 
Architecture  and  the  Massachusetts  Institute  of 
Technology  School  of  Design.  At  least,  they  are 
recognised  as  authorities.  If  we  get  to  work  and 
do  the  planning  and  laying  of  the  pipes  and  sewers, 
we  will  be  in  a  position  around  March  or  April 
to  lay  out  contracts  and  let  them  to  the  builders 
throughout  Boston.  Probably  I  am  repeating 
things  I  have  said  in  the  past.  I  am  getting  up 
here  again  today  due  to  the  fact  in  the  last  month 
or  so  it  seems  that  the  trend  is  "To  hell  with  the 
veterans  and  non-veterans  who  need  homes, — 
let  us  get  going  and  build  big  buildings  such  as 
stores  and  garages  and  gasoline  stations  and  other 
things  like  that."  You  might  say  that  seems  to  be 
the  trend  in  everything  you  read  pertaining  to 
housing.  Six  months  ago  everybody  wanted  homes 
for  veterans  and  non-veterans.  Since  the  election 
you  have  a  trend  away  from  that.  I  do  not  know 
why.  I  do  not  think  there  is  any  mandate  from 
the  people  to  do  away  with  the  construction  of 
homes.  I  simply  hope  that  the  City  Council  will 
go  on  record  once  again  in  favor  of  legislation  in 
Washington  which  will  tend  to  increase  the  number 
of  homes.  I  sincerely  hope  suspension  of  the  rule 
prevails  and  the  orders  are  passed. 

Coun.  SCANNELL — Mr.  President,  before  the 
close  of  this  meeting  I  wish  to  congratulate  my 
colleague  from  Ward  7  (Councilor  Linehan),  who 
has  been  trying  to  do  everything  in  regard  to 
housing,  as  the  rest  of  the  members  of  the  Council 
are  aware.  I  want  to  concur  with  the  remarks  of 
the  councilor  from  Ward  7  when  he  says  we 
should  call  in  experts  on  housing  so  we  can  do 
the  best  for  the  least  money.  I  refer  to  the 
housing  project  in  South  Boston,  Camp  McKay. 
I  have  had  several  complaints  about  conditions 
that  exist  in  that  place.  It  seems  to  me  it  is  a 
shame  to  spend  the  city's  money  on  building 
those  houses  at  Camp  McKay.  One  person  who 
is  a  tenant  says  she  was  walKing  on  the  floor  one 
day  with  a  high  heel  shoe,  she  was  not  in  there  a 
week  before  the  high  heel  went  through  the  floor. 
I  am  wondering  about  the  contractor  or  whoever 
it  was  who  built  these  houses  and  what  he  built 
them  out  of.  Another  person  who  has  two 
children  reported  just  last  week  to  me  that  she 
would  have  to  get  out  of  there  because  these 
houses  would  be  rat-infested  within  three  or  four 
months.  We  got  a  little  storm  down  there  and 
they  almost  had  to  use  rowboats  to  get  out  of 
the  houses.  That  is  a  waste  of  money.  It  is  a 
waste  of  the  taxpayers'  money.  If  we  are  going 
to  have  houses  such  as  this,  then  we  should  stop 
spending  that  kind  of  money.  I  do  not  know 
how  much  Camp  McKay  cost.  After  the  next 
meeting  I  am  going  to  put  in  an  order  asking  how 
much  it  cost  to  build  and  find  out  who  made 
all  the  money  building  these  projects.  I  under- 
stand the  gentleman  who  built  these  projects  has 
made  SI, 000,000  in  the  past  eight  months.  He 
has  been  building  dumps  for  veterans  who  have 
to  move  into  them.  That  is  a  bad  situation. 
I  happened  to  visit  Camp  McKay  the  other  day. 
I  looKed  at  the  situation.  Sure  enough,  you 
might  as  well  call  it  a  dump  because  within  150 
feet  of  that  section  they  are  dumping  garbage 
and  swill.  I  went  to  one  of  the  big  men  in  the 
city  and  asked  him  to  correct  it.  It  has  not 
been  corrected.  I  do  not  think  it  is  going  to  be 
corrected.  If  that  is  all  we  can  do  for  the  veterans 
of  this  city  and  state,  then  we  ought  to  hang  our 
heads  in  shame.  I  think  it  is  a  ridiculous  thing 
when  women  and  children  have  to  occupy  what 
is  supposed  to  be  a  new  project.  You  step  on  the 
floor  and  your  foot  goes  through.  I  wonder  what 
is  going  to  happen  in  six  months.  As  far  as  I  am 
concerned,  I  am  going  to  find  out  in  the  next  few 
weeks. 

The  orders  were  passed  under  suspension  of  the 
rule. 
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Coun.  HURLEY — Mr.  President,  I  have  come 
in  here  rather  late. 

Coun.  HURLEY — I  have  come  in  for  the  pur- 
pose of  voting  on  a  couple  of  measures  which  I 
thought  were  before  the  Council.  You  have 
acted  on  one  of  the  matters  now  relative  to  chang- 
ing an  ordinance  regarding  the  salaries  of  depart- 
ment heads  in  the  city.  I  would  like  to  ask  recon- 
sideration of  that  immediate  subject  matter. 

President  KELLY — Do  you  wish  to  speak  on 
reconsideration? 

Coun.  HURLEY— Yes,  Mr.  President.  As  I 
stated,  I  have  not  been  feeling  well.  It  was  an 
effort  for  me  to  get  in  here  today.  I  was  rather 
surprised  that  this  has  been  acted  upon  so  quickly 
From  what  I  know  of  the  Mayor's  order  asking  a 
change  in  the  salaries  for  department  heads,  I 
think  it  was  a  fair  order.  A  lot  of  salaries  in  the 
previous  administrations  have  been  reduced  as  an 
economy  measure.  Now,  we  all  know  we  ought 
to  know  better  than  any  department  head  the 
upward  trend  of  the  cost  of  living.  If  we  are  to 
have  capable  department  heads,  I  think  they 
are  worth  every  cent  that  the  Mayor  asked  in  his 
order. 

Coun.  FISH— Mr.  President. 

President  KELLY — For  what  purpose  does  the 
gentleman  rise? 

Coun.  FISH — I  wonder  if  the  gentleman  would 
yield.     I  would  like  to  have  the  ordinance  read. 

(The  clerk  read  the  ordinance.) 

Coun.  HURLEY— As  I  was  stating,  Mr.  Presi- 
dent, when  Councilor  Fish  asked  the  question,  I 
think  everything  there  is  all  right.  It  is  just  as 
much  so  as  the  time  we  tried  to  get  our  raise  here 
in  the  Council.  The  cost  of  living .  and  the  ex- 
penses pertaining  to  being  a  councilor,  social  or 
otherwise,  have  gone  up  We  could  not  get  by 
on  our  Council  salaries.  We  endeavored  to  have 
our  salaries  raised.  The  people  of  Boston,  of 
course  decided  against  us.  I  still  insist  that  the 
councilors  are  worth  at  least  twice  the  amount  of 
money  they  are  getting.  I  hope  that  the  Legisla- 
ture or  the  people  of  Boston  at  some  near  time 
will  have  the  opportunity  of  granting  a  substantial 
increase,  doubling  the  present  salary  of  the  coun- 
cilors in  Boston.  In  the  surrounding  cities  the 
councilors  get  $4,500  a  year.  They  probably  do 
not  have  the  amount  of  work  and  detail  that  a 
member  in  this  Body  has.  Therefore,  Mr.  Presi- 
dent, I  am  asking  reconsideration  of  this,  hoping 
that  there  will  be  some  change  of  mind  and  that 
we  can  prevail  on  the  Council  to  pass  this  order 
as  it  is. 

Coun.  KEENAN — Mr.  President,  I  happen  to 
disagree  with  what  Councilor  Hurley  has  stated 
in  regard  to  giving  various  heads  of  departments 
increases  in  tne  City  of  Boston.  I  for  one  have 
never  been  opposed  to  anybody  benefiting  him- 
self. I  am  not  opposed  to  giving  them  an  increase 
in  salary.  But  I  Know  from  experience,  and  I 
have  been  in  the  Council,  you  go  to  a  department 
head  and  ask  for  an  increase  for  some  unfortunate 
person  getting  $1,200.  You  have  to  fight  like  the 
devil  to  get  him  a  50-cent  raise  on  a  little  bit  of  a 
job.  We  have  been  through  Christmas.  Santa 
Claus  has  been  pretty  good.  I  am  quite  surprised 
in  the  last  week,  talking  to  various  city  employees, 
to  find  that  his  Honor  the  Mayor  has  given  an 
increase  of  $200  to  various  city  employees.  I  find 
out  now  there  are  a  lot  of  departments  where  city 
employees  are  not  getting  an  increase  of  $200. 
I  think  the  public  has  been  kidded  and  a  lot  of 
city  employees  have  been  kidded  with  the  under- 
standing they  are  getting  a  $200  raise.  They  are 
not  getting  it.  I  think  the  Mayor  has  been 
kidding  not  only  the  city  employees  but  the  public 
long  enough.     It  is  about  time  to  stop. 

Coun.  FISH — Mr.  President,  this  matter  is  of 
such  magnitude  concerning  the  department  heads 
that  I  should  like  to  be  heard  on  it.  Ordinarily 
I  do  not  like  to  delay  a  meeting.  There  are  two 
things  in  this  order  which  the  Mayor  forwarded 
to  us.  One  is  the  restoration  of  the  salary  to  the 
original  level  of  1938.  By  the  rejection  of  this 
order  by  the  Body  today,  we  are  refusing  to  bring 
the  employees  back  to  the  1938  level.  That  is  • 
one  thing.  I  want  to  go  on  record  as  opposing 
that  anyway.  I  do  not  know  anybody  in  the 
country  who  is  back  to  the  1938  level  and  who  has 
not  gone  higher  except  the  City  Councilors.  If 
there  are  any  other  raises  I  would  like  to  hear  from 
the  chairman  of  the  Ordinance  Committee,  giving 
us  in  detail  why  he  and  his  committee  have  given 
an  adverse  report  rejecting  this  order  in  here.  I 
would  like  to  hear  it. 
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Coun.  SCANNELL— Mr.  President,  as  a 
member  of  the  Committee  on  Ordinances,  I 
think  I  have  a  lot  of  good  reasons  why  department 
heads  should  not  get  a  raise  at  the  present  time. 
For  the  past  couple  of  months  I  have  been  working 
hard,  without  avail,  and  with  no  cooperation  from 
the  Mayor's  office  to  see  if  we  could  take  care  of  an 
emergency  that  is  existing  at  the  City  Hospital. 
It  is  not  two  or  four  months,  it  is  five  and  six 
months.  If  we  give  the  nurses  more  money, 
some  of  the  conditions  in  the  hospital  will  be 
alleviated.  I  have  asked  the  Mayor  to  give  these 
people  a  $600  raise.  They  are  entitled  to  more 
to  bring  their  wages  up  and  standardize  them  at 
the  City  Hospital  with  some  of  these  hospitals 
such  as  St.  Elizabeth's  and  the  Carney  Hospital. 
I  think  that  comes  as  the  first  question,  that  we 
take  care  of  the  people  who  are  taking  care  of  the 
poor  and  sick  of  this  city.  Department  heads 
getting  $6000, —  are  they  worrying  about  some- 
body getting  $1,600  a  year?  They  certainly 
are  not.  I  cannot  understand  for  the  life  of  me 
why  we  are  trying  to  take  care  of  department 
heads  getting  $6,000  and  $8,000  a  year  and  leaving 
employees  who  are  making  $20  a  week  out  of  the 
picture.  The  result  is  there  is  a  shortage  of 
nurses  of  about  150,  or  two-thirds  of  the  nursing 
staff  of  the  hospital.  That  is  my  argument.  We 
should  take  care  of  the  underpaid  and  the  under- 
privileged. We  should  take  care  of  those  nurses 
and  employees  at  the  hospital  who  have  been 
doing  a  good  job.  The  poor  ourse  taking  care  of 
40  or  50  patients  a  day  in  one  ward  should  get  a 
$600  increase.  That  is  why  I  say,  and  I  do  not 
care  whether  the  man  downstairs  likes  it  or  not, 
these  people  are  underpaid  and  need  more  money 
to  live.  What  do  I  care  about  department  heads 
getting  $6,000  and  $7,000  a  year?  I  find  it  hard 
to  live  on  $2,000  a  year.  I  feel  sorry  for  those 
people  at  that  hospital  getting  $1,600  a  year  and 
the  employees  probably  getting  $18  and  $20  a 
week.  I  think  the  root  of  all  evil  is  in  not  taking 
care  first  of  the  small,  underprivileged  person  at 
the  hospital  who  is  taking  care  of  the  sick  and  poor 
of  our  city.  I  will  not  vote  for  a  quarter  for 
department  heads  to  get  a  raise  until  those  nurses 
and  employees  in  that  hospital  get  their  raise.  I 
think  that  a  man  getting  $6,000  or  $8,000  a  year 
does  not  do  as  much  work  as  some  of  those  nurses 
do  in  a  couple  of  hours  in.  a  day.  I  think  it  is  a 
joke.  That  is  why  I  voted  to  send  it  back  until 
the  nurses  and  the  hospital  employees  and  the 
laborers  and  the  poorly  paid  people  of  this  city 
working  for  the  city  get  their  raise  first.  Then  we 
might  vote  for  a  raise  for  department  heads. 

Coun.  COOK — Mr.  President,  when  the  coun- 
cilor was  asking  for  reconsideration  he  asked  that 
the  chairman  explain  the  vote.  Inasmuch  as  all 
the  committee  members  are  standing,  I  think 
their  argument  will  probably  explain  the  vote.  I 
will  go  no  further  and  let  them  explain  it. 

Coun.  CHASE — Mr.  President,  as  a  member  of 
the  Committee  on  Ordinances,  I  was  very  much 
surprised  with  the  audacity  of  his  Honor  the 
Mayor  in  proposing  these  tremendous  increases 
for  department  heads.  Does  his  Honor  the  Mayor 
realize  the  taxpayers  of  Boston  will  be  compelled 
to  pay  $7  more  per  year  on  their  taxes  this  year? 
Is  that  economy  on  the  Mayor's  part — proposing 
that  the  householder  in  West  Roxbury  and  Hyde 
Park  and  throughout  the  entire  city  shall  pay  $7 
more  per  year  and  at  the  same  time  be  granting 
$1,500  and  $2,000  raises  to  men  who  are  not 
entitled  in  many  instances  to  half  the  pay  they 
are  drawing  today.  Mr.  President,  I  have  been 
around  City  Hall  for  ten  years.  You  know  as 
well  as  I  do  in  most  cases  in  City  Hall  your  depart- 
ment heads  spend  most  of  their  time  uselessly. 
It  is  the  Civil  Service  employees  who  perform  the 
work.  Your  department  head  does  very  little. 
In  many  cases  he  is  overpaid  by  twice  the  amount 
he  is  entitled  to.  I  do  not  have  to  go  into  detail 
and  point  out  what  departments  are  overpaid. 
You  know,  and  every  member  of  the  Body  knows 
there  are  many.  To  those  people,  Mr.  President, 
his  Honor  the  Mayor  proposes  to  give  anywhere 
from  $1,000  to  $1,500  increase.  For  what? 
Because  they  are  his  pets.  He  does  it  at  the 
expense  of  the  taxpayers.  They  are  going  to  pay 
around  $47  this  year,  a  $7  per  thousand  increase. 
I  am  very  much  in  accord  with  what  the  gentleman 
from  South  Boston  had  to  say  about  those  nurses. 
I  am  very  much  in  sympathy  with  your  underpaid 
City  Hall  workers,  the  ones  in  the  $1,500  and 
$2,000  category.  As  for  these  men  drawing  down 
$10,000,  $8,000,  and  $9,000  a  year,  it  is  absurd 
for  his  Honor  the  Mayor  to  propose  that  they 
should    be   given    $1,000   or   $1,500   increases.     I 


never  heard  of  such  a  thing.  That  is  one  reason, 
Mr.  President,  I,  as  a  member  of  your  Committee 
on  Ordinances,  voted  against  this  proposal.  This 
is  not  a  matter  like  extra  compensation  because 
of  an  emergency.  This  is  not  a  matter  which  has 
arisen  because  of  the  higher  cost  of  living.  This 
is  a  ridiculous  proposition.  Do  you  know  any 
man  in  the  city  that  cannot  get  along  on  $6,000  or 
$8,000  a  year  and  needs  a  $1,000  increase  or  a 
$1,500  increase?  Your  22  members  here  are 
getting  along  an  $2,000  a  year  in  many  cases. 
Now,  Mr.  President,  I  think  that  in  justice  to  the 
general  situation  and  to  the  condition  the  City  of 
Boston  is  in  today,  faced  with  the  highest  tax  rate 
and  a  $7  increase,  even  though  these  proposals 
did  not  increase  the  tax  rate  by  much,  nevertheless 
it  is  a  step  in  the  right  direction  for  us  to  say 
"No"  to  his  Honor  the  Mayor.  This  is  not  our 
money.  It  is  the  taxpayers'  money.  I  hope, 
sir,  that  the  members  of  your  Body  will  not  recon- 
sider. 

Coun.  MUCHNICK— Mr.  President,  there  is  no 
question  but  what  the  nurses  at  the  hospital  can 
use  more  money  than  they  now  get,  and  should  get 
more  money  than  they  now  get,  particularly  with 
the  cost  of  living  the  way  it  is.  There  is  just  the 
same  no  question  that  other  city  employees  need 
more  money  and  should  get  more  money  than 
they  now  get  because  of  the  cost  of  living  and 
other  factors.  That  is  equally  true  and  possibly 
even  more  so  of  the  school  teachers.  They  need 
more  and  should  get  more,  particularly  for  what 
they  do,  than  they  now  get.  But  that  has  noth- 
ing to  do  with  the  problem  before  us.  Two  or 
three  or  four  wrongs  will  not  make  one  right.  So 
far  we  have  been  given  the  opportunity  to  correct 
only  one  wrong.  That  is  the  wrong  to  the  de- 
partment heads.  I  hope  that  the  chance  to  rectify 
the  other  wrongs  will  come  soon.  Now,  we  have 
in  most  instances  good  men  who  are  heads  of  our 
departments. 

Coun.  CHASE— Mr.  President,  will  the  gentle- 
man yield  for  a  question? 

Coun.  MUCHNICK— I  should  not,  but  I  will. 
May  I  suggest  that  in  the  future  the  same  courtesy 
be  given  me  by  the  requestor? 

Coun.  CHASE — Mr.  Councilor,  isn't  it  a  fact 
that  practically  all  of  your  department  heads  who 
were  appointed  by  his  Honor  the  Mayor  accepted 
the  salary  they  received  and  have  had  no  cuts 
since  1938  because  they  were  appointed  only  this 
year.  They  knew  what  their  salaries  were  going 
to  be. 

Coun.  MUCHNICK— That  is  true  of  the  de- 
partment heads.  That  is  true  of  the  young  men 
and  young  women  who  become  teachers.  When 
they  take  those  jobs  they  know  what  the  salaries 
are.  That  is  true  of  the  men  who  become  police- 
men and  firemen.  It  is  true  of  laborers.  It  is 
true  of  internes  in  the  City  Hospital  who  go  in  at 
no  pay.  It  is  true  of  nurses.  But  that  does  not 
mean  that  it  is  right.  That  does  not  mean  that 
when  these  people  get  their  employment  they 
should  not  have  the  right  to  ask  for  an  increase  if 
and  when  they  need  it,  and  if  and  when  they  de- 
serve it.  In  most  of  our  departments  we  have 
department  heads  who  are  excellent  men.  They 
are  doing  a  good  job  for  the  city.  Those  men 
could  do  much  better  in  private  industry  in  most 
instances  in  my  opinion  than  they  do  now  as  em- 
ployees of  the  City  of  Boston.  To  take  one  ex- 
ample, I  am  convinced  that  the  head  of  our  Law 
Department  could  do  much  better  than  $10,000  a 
year  in  private  practice.  Any  time  he  wants  to 
quit  the  Law  Department  I  will  pay  it  to  him. 
We  are  not  going  to  keep  good  men.  We  are  not 
going  to  attract  good  men  to  the  Law  Department 
or  anywhere  else  if,  under  the  present  standard  of 
living,  we  cannot  pay  them  adequate  salaries. 
There  has  been  a  lot  of  talk  about  the  increase  in 
the  tax  rate  that  this  is  going  to  necessitate,  and 
that  the  increase  for  the  school  teachers  will 
necessitate  an  increase  in  the  tax  rate  as  well  as 
the  increase  to  nurses  and  other  city  employees. 
Well,  what  I  am  going  to  say  now  may  not  be  par- 
ticularly good  politics.  I  think  it  is  time  for  some 
plain  talking.  If  the  people  of  Boston  want  their 
departments  run  properly,  if  the  people  of  Boston 
want  their  garbage  and  ashes  collected  properly, 
and  if  they  want  their  hospital  to  function  prop- 
erly, and  if  they  want  their  schools  to  function 
properly,  then  they  are  just  going  to  have  to  pay 
the  freight  for  it.  We  cannot  do  all  these  things 
at  the  expense  of  the  employees.  I  think  that  we 
should  not  be  too  concerned  with  the  tax  rate  from 
that  point  of  view  and  also  from  the  point  of  view 
of  the  value  of  a  dollar  today.  It  is  pretty  gener- 
ally accepted  that  a  dollar  today  is  worth  roughly 
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75  cents  as  compared  to  the  dollar  of  eight  and 
nine  years  ago.  Now,  by  simple  arithmetic,  if  a 
dollar  is  worth  7.5  cents  to  80  cents  today,  then  if 
we  arc  getting  S40  or  $42  as  a  tax  rate  today,  it  is 
similar  to  a  tax  rate  of  $35  or  $34,  seven  or  eight 
years  ago.  If  our  tax  rate  today  were  to  become 
$50,  on  the  value  of  one  dollar,  if  my  statements 
arc  clear,  $50  today  would  be  roughly  equal  to 
$40  eight  or  ten  years  ago.  I  am  not  too  con- 
cerned even  if  it,  is  not  good  politics  with  the  fact 
that  property  owners  will  have  to  pay  that  in- 
creased rate.  They  are  all  getting  —  I  will  not 
say  all  —  at  least  the  commercial  realtors  are  get- 
ting much  more  in  the  way  of  rents  now  than  they 
were  eight  or  nine  years  ago  or  even  five  years  ago. 
Those  who  own  living  quarters  properties  in  this 
city,  while  their  rents  have  been  frozen,  there  are 
very  few  of  them  spending  any  money  in  the  way 
of  repairs  for  maintenance  of  property.  Whatever 
repairs  are  being  made  are  being  made  in  a  great 
many  instances  by  the  tenants,  and  they  are  glad 
to  do  it  because  of  the  apartment  situation  as  it 
exists  today.  It  seems  to  me  that  if  all  these 
people  who  can  afford  to  pajr  an  increased  tax 
rate  for  the  various  reasons  given,  and  want  to 
have  the  services  rendered  that  should  be  rendered 
by  the  city,  should  be  willing  to  pay  an  increased 
tax  rate  to  get  the  proper  people  at  the  proper 
salaries  to  perform  the  necessary  functions. 

Coun.  KINSELLA — Mr.  President,  at  the  out- 
set I  would  like  to  say  that  I  personally  believe 
Councilor  Hurley  is  to  be  commended  for  reviving 
this  matter  by  way  of  a  request  for  reconsidera- 
tion. I  heard  the  ordinance  as  it  was  referred  to 
the  Body,  and  the  riders  attached  to  it  without 
prejudice  rather  threw  me  off  the  track.  It  is  in- 
dicative of  some  deep-rooted  plan  of  the  committee 
to  entertain  suggestions  along  the  same  line  prob- 
ably toward  different  amounts.  However,  I  am 
not  trying  to  read  the  committee's  thoughts.  I 
would  like  to  sav  in  extenuation 

Coun.  COOK— Mr.  President,  will  the  gentle- 
man yield? 

Coun.  KINSELLA— Yes. 

Coun.  COOK — It  is  not  a  question.  I  would 
like  to  explain  that  the  committee's  report,  which 
was  that  it  ought  not  to  pass  without  prejudice, 
was  shorter  than  the  report  we  wished  to  submit. 
•We  could  not  add  on  the  other  words.  May  I  tell 
the  councilors  the  words  now?  The  full  report 
would  have  been,  it  ought  not  to  pass  without 
prejudice,  but  with  a  recommendation  that  a  new 
schedule  be  resubmitted  more  in  conformity  with 
raises  given  to  all  employees  of  the  City  of  Boston. 

Coun.  KINSELLA — At  any  rate  I  anticipated 
some  other  tactics  that  the  committee  had  thought 
of.  I  suppose  some  of  the  things  I  am  going  to 
say  will  not  be  politically  wise.  However,  I  am 
not  concerned  with  the  political  wisdom  of  my 
statements.  I  hold  myself  as  a  representative 
of  a  district  where  primarily  the  demands  are  on 
the  time  of  the  councilor  for  his  personal  services. 
You  have  heard  me  say  often  in  this  Chamber 
that  certain  wards  of  our  city  are  peopled  by 
persons  who  are  trying  to  better  themselves 
individually.  Other  wards  of  the  city  are  peopled 
by  persons  who  think  more  or  less  along  com- 
munity lines  of  civic  betterments  for  the  district 
and  so  forth.  I  hold  myself  individually  and 
collectively  as  one  who  has  fallen  into  the  habit 
of  trying  to  help  a  person  individually.  I  cannot 
see  that  the  department  head  by  virtue  of  the 
position  he  holds  is  basically  any  different  from 
other  city  employees  under  his  dominion.  I 
would  like  to  call  Councilor  Scannell's  attention 
to  the  fact  that  last  year  we  all  had  a  valid  interest 
in  what  would  happen  on  the  ballot  to  our  request 
for  a  raise  calculated  to  be  at  the  rate  of  $30  a 
week  or  $1,500  a  year.  I  will  agree  with  Councilor 
Scannell,  and  he  will  agree  with  me,  that  the 
head  nurses  at  the  hospital  are  worth  that  much 
a  year,  but  we  cannot  give  them  that.  One  of 
our  arguments  on  the  $1,500  increase  was  that 
"there  were  only  22  of  us.  It  would  amount  to 
about  $33,000.  It  would  be  hardly  noticeable  in 
the  cost  of  running  the  city.  That  was  one  of 
our  major  arguments.  We  were  thinking  of  our- 
selves. If  any  one  of  us  was  to  be  plucked  out 
of  here  today  and  given  a  job  on  a  commission  or 
bureau  or  made  a  department  head,  in  a  very 
short  time  the  $6,000  or  $7,000  salary  would  seem 
small  to  us  and  we  would  live  up  to  every  cent  of  it. 
We  would  want  more.  So  let  us  not  fool  our- 
selves that  anyone  is  being  paid  far  in  excess  of 
his  worth.  There  is  a  certain  integrity  and  a 
certain  degree  of  responsibility  that  goes  with 
being  a  department  head.  There  is  not  one  of 
them    personally    who    can    vote    for    me.     That 


might  be  well  to  bear  in  mind.  Of  the  44  or  45 
of  them,  I  have  a  somewhat  personal  affection 
for  only  three  or  four  of  them.  ■  I  am  thinking  in 
terms  of  comparative  justice.  If  they  are  going 
to  take  the  overseership  of  a  department  involving 
hundreds  of  workers,  and  if  they  are  going  to  be 
responsible,  along  with  others,  for  the  expenditure 
of  millions  of  dollars,  in  some  cases,  in  their 
budget,  they  should  be  paid  not  less  than  a  com- 
parable job  in  private  industry  would  pay  them. 
If  I  had  my  choice  in  the  matter,  if  I  had  the 
final  say,  I  would  restore  them  to  the  1938  level 
and  increase  them  $1,000.  How  much  expense 
would  that  be  to  the  city?  Councilor  Muchnick, 
in  speaking  of  the  advance  knowledge  that  city 
employees  or  prospective  city  employees  have,  of 
the  salary  maximum  and  minimum  at  the  time 
of  appointment  did  not  go  far  enough.  We  upon 
election  to  this  Body  and  upon  close  examination 
of  the  emoluments  or  prerequisites  accruing  to 
the  office  decided  we  would  still  go  after  $2,000. 
There  is  not  one  of  the  councilors,  including 
myself,  who  has  ever  agreed  that  it  is  nothing 
better  than  an  office  boy's  salary.  That  is  why 
we  want  more  money.  That  is  why  we  are 
richly  deserving  of  more  money.  We  go  after  it. 
A  department  head  has  a  job  of  much  more 
transient  character  than  we.  He  is  subject  to 
removal  at  any  time  at  the  whim  of  the  Mayor. 
At  least  we  are  secure  for  two  years.  Who  is  to 
say  that  he  should  not,  with  the  attendant  expenses 
on  him  for  the  position  he  holds,  be  restored  to 
an  old  level,  even  though  he  himself  today  is  a 
person  who  never  enjoyed  that  old  level,  since 
he  was  not  in  the  position  at  the  time  the  salary 
was  more  than  it  is  at  this  moment.  I  can  see 
myself  some  little  damaging  things  in  what  I 
have  said,  but  I  told  you  I  am  not  concerned 
with  the  consequences.  I  am  concerned  with  the 
comparative  justice  of  it.  Altogether  too  many 
people  in  this  world  are  satisfied  with  a  bare 
minimum.  That  is  true  of  city  employees  as  well 
as  it  is  of  the  fellow  in  the  street  who  is  willing  to 
struggle  with  nothing  because  he  has  no  ambition. 
He  does  not  care  until  somebody  leads  him  by  the 
hand  into  prosperity.  If  there  are  those  who. 
can  show  valid  reasons,  and,  we  with  our  experience 
of  most  of  them  will  agree  that  the  reasons  are 
valid  enough,  and  they  ask  for  a  salary  increase, 
then,  why  shouldn't  we  as  the  instruments  of 
that  fruition,  vote  accordingly?  Perhaps  we  are 
going  to  ask  the  people  next  year,  300,000  of 
them  to  validate  our  request  for  an  increase 
more  in  keeping  with  the  title  of  Boston  City 
Councilor,  and  one  of  the  City  Fathers.  Surely 
if  we  are  entitled  to  it  for  one  day  a  week  aside 
from  the  fact  we  are  busy  every  day  in  most 
of  the  lower  wards  in  the  city — if  we  are  entitled 
to  it — I  would  say  that  the  department  beads 
are  entitled  to  it.  I  also  do  not  forget  the  nurses. 
I  do  not  forget  the  ditch  digger.  But  why  penalize 
the  man  who  asks  for  $1,000  a  year  as  though 
that  figure  were  outrageous  and  out  of  propor- 
tion to  what  he  can  earn?  We  know  from  our 
experiences  with  them  that  most  of  them  at  least 
can  command  more  in  private  industry.  What 
is  a  department  head,  to  become  a  little  more 
academic  about  it?  "  He  is  a  man  who  made  a 
lucky  guess  when  the  Mayor  was  a  candidate  for 
office."  That  is  about  what  he  is.  So  the  Mayor 
elevates  him  from  nowhere  into  the  position  of 
department  head  at  a  substantial  salary.  Sur- 
prisingly some  of  the  men  we  never  heard  of 
before  have  a  background  of  business  and  training 
that  pays  the  city  dividends  once  they  are  in  a 
few  months.  We  know  that.  There  are  men 
occupying  department-head  positions  in  this 
administration  today  of  whom  I  had  never  read  „ 
a  word  in  the  paper  until  Mayor  Curley  appointed 
them.  Yet  they  are  competent,  efficient,  capable 
men  of  great  personal  integrity  and  a  high  sense 
of  responsibility.  You  do  not  have  to  pick 
isolated  cases  of  fakers  because  I  will  match 
them  with  you.  Overwhelmingly  the  vast 
majority  of  department  heads  today  are  men 
who  can  command  at  least  as  much,  if  not  more, 
than  what  the  City  of  Boston  is  paying  them. 
To  strip  it  of  its  trimmings  and  all  of  its  explana- 
tion, let  me  say  this  in  conclusion,  and  I  hope 
the  conclusion  sticks.  I  would  not  care  a  whit 
just  so  long  as  I  can  be  part  of  a  group  that  can 
materially  better  the  position  of  any  city  employee, 
whether  it  be  a  laborer  in  the  street  or  a  depart- 
ment head  in  City  Hall.  I  repeat  once  again 
I  would  like  to  see  them  restored  to  the  1938 
level  and  then  increase  it  beyond  that. 

Coun.  COFFEY— Mr.  President,  in  1928  I  was 
elected  to  the  Legislature  at  a  salary  of  $1,500  a 
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year.  Somebody  had  the  good  sense  and  wisdom 
to  introduce  a  bill  to  increase  our  salary  to  $2,000. 
I  worked  hard  on  that  bill.  We  got  it  through. 
Our  salary  was  increased  to  $2,000.  Since  then, 
no  matter  what  has  come  before  me  in  the  Legis- 
lature cr  here,  I  voted  for  it  as  long  as  it  was  for  a 
salary  increase  for  anybody.  I  did  not  care  who 
they  were  or  where,  just  so  long  as  they  are  a 
member  of  the  Body  or  any  branch  of  the  city 
or  state  government.  Only  this  year  I  had  a  bill 
in  the  Legislature  for  a  salary  increase  from 
$2,000  to  $3,000  for  the  members  of  the  Boston 
City  Council.  If  I  did  not  listen  to  some  of  the 
older  heads  who  thought  they  could  get  a  salary 
increase  to  $3,500  through  the  Legislature  for  us, 
I  am  positive  we  would  be  receiving  $3,000  today. 
Many  a  member  of  the  Legislature  told  me  they 
would  increase  us  $1,000  but  they  would  not  go 
$1,500.  They  would  not  give  us  $3,500  per  year. 
The  same  day  my  bill  took  place  there  was  a 
hearing  in  another  room.  I  attended.  It  was 
for  a  salarv  increase  for  the  Police  Commissioner 
of  Boston  'from  $7,500  to  $10,000  a  year.  There 
was  only  one  man  opposed  to  the  increase  for 
Boston  Police  Commissioner  Tom  Sullivan,  and 
that  was  Tom  Sullivan  himself.  Regardless  of 
his  going  in  there  and  saying  he  did  not  want  the 
increase  of  $2,500,  it  was  given  to  him.  It  was 
passed  unanimously  by  the  committee  and  sent 
out  to  the  floor  of  the  House  and  the  Senate.  It 
was  passed  unanimously  without  one  dissenting 
vote.  There  have  been  son;e  good  arguments 
here  today.  Practically  every  argument  which 
everybody  used  here  has  been  the  same.  They 
want  other  employees  to  get  increases.  So  do  I. 
I  probably  introduced  as  much  legislation  in  this 
Body  as  any  other  member  of  the  Body  for  salary 
increases  for  other  employees  along  with  Danny 
Sullivan,  Bill  Carey,  and  I  could  mention  all  the 
names  of  the  councilors  here  through  the  years, 
Tom  Hannon  introduced  plenty  of  legislation 
for  increases  in  salaries  for  employees.  We  have 
all  voted  for  it.  We  have  never  turned  it  down. 
We  have  fought  for  it.  We  have  taken  it  upon 
our  shoulders  to  have  meetings  with  nurses  from 
the  City  Hospital.  We  had  the  courage  to  take 
them  into  the  Mayor's  office  without  an  appoint- 
ment with  the  Mayor  and  sit  down  at  the  round 
table  with  the  Mayor  and  ask  him  to  give  them 
an  increase  in  salary.  We  have  done  those  things 
for  all  hospital  employees.  I  have  spent  money 
out  of  my  pocket  for  front  page  newspaper  adver- 
tising for  increases  for  the  firemen  and  policemen. 
I  put  daily  advertisements  in  the  papers.  They 
cost  $42  an  ad.  I  put  several  in  asking  for 
increases  for  salaries  of  city  employees.  I  get  a 
kick  out  of  one  member  who  got  up  and  said  the 
Mayor  had  a  lot  of  gall  in  sending  up  and  asking, 
for  these  increases.  That  man  was  a  member  here 
in  Tobin's  closing  days  of  his  administration. 
In  the  last  month  before  Maurice  Tobin  went  out 
of  the  Mayor's  office  and  went  up  to  the  Gov- 
ernor's office,  he  had  courage  enough  to  take  care 
of  his  friends.  I  have  never  been  an  admirer 
of  the  Mayor.  I  think  everybody  knows  that. 
I  will  say  this  about  him,  he  had  the  courage  to 
take  care  of  his  friends.  He  granted  over 
$1,000,000  in  salary  increases  the  last  month 
before  he  left  the  Mayor's  office  and  walked  up 
to  Beacon  Hill  to  become  our  Governor  for  the 
past  two  years.  Nothing  was  said  about  that. 
I  do  not  think  this  order  will  cost  $1,000,000  in 
increases  in  salaries.  I  do  not  think  it  amounts 
to  very  much,  probably  $45,000  or  $50,000.  It  is 
not  going  to  burden  the  taxpayers  too  much. 
Let  me  tell  you  how  the  taxpayer  feels  in  my 
ward.  A  few  years  ago  there  was  a  meeting 
in  Mechanics  Building  of  the  Home  Owners'  Asso- 
ciation of  Boston.  1  was  coming  home  on  the 
street  car  one  night  and  I  met  a  woman  going  to 
that  meeting.  1  know  her.  She  is  married  and 
has  three  or  four  children.  I  said  to  her,  "Where 
are  you  going?"  She  said,  "To  Mechanics  Build- 
ing to  spend  the  evening  and  hear  the  speakers  in 
regard  to  the  tax  rate  of  Boston."  I  said  to  her, 
"Are  you  satisfied  with  the  tax  rate?"  She  said, 
"No,  it  is  too  high."  I  said,  "Have  you  any 
children  loafing?"  She  said,  "Yes,  three."  I 
said,  "Supposing  one  of  those  children  were  to 
get  a  job  tomorrow,  would  you  go  to  the  meet- 
ing?" She  said,  "No,  I  would  be  glad  to  pay  my 
taxes."  Of  course,  they  would  be  glad  to  pay 
them.  Take  a  family  with  three  people  loafing. 
Put  two  of  the  three  to  work.  They  are  not 
thinking  of  the  tax  rate  of  Boston  as  long  as  suffi- 
cient funds  are  coming  into  their  homes.  They 
will  pay  their  taxes  as  long  as  the  city  functions 
and  gives  them  services  for  the  taxes  they  pay. 


As  far  as  the  new  department  heads  are  concerned, 
I  know  only  one  of  them  personally,  a  member  of 
the  Board  of  Assessors.  I  have  never  been  into  his 
office  or  met  him  in  the  office  since  he  has  been 
there.  Jimmie  Miraglia  is  from  my  town.  I  do 
not  know  one  department  head  outside  of  the  old 
timers  here  previous  to  Mayor  Curley's  coming  in  as 
Mayor.  Because  Mayor  Curley  wants  to  give  an 
increase,  we  here  ballyhoo.  Not  one  word  was  said 
here  today  or  any  other  day  about  the  $1,000,000 
increases  that  former  Mayor  Tobin  gave  in  the 
closing  days  of  his  administration.  I  do  not 
think  it  is  fair.  I  would  like  to  make  a  general 
overall  increase  to  everybody.  I  have  been 
yelling  it  for  years.  I  think  the  majority  of  you 
feel  the  same  as  I  do.  If  I  go  to  a  department 
head  wh,en  I  have  any  business  to  do  and  I  think 
the  department  head  is  going  to  stall  me  or  kid 
me,  I  do  not  bother  with  him  again.  I  go  down- 
stairs and  say,  "I  want  a  yes  or  no  answer."  If 
it  is  yes,  I  want  it  within  a  reasonable  time.  If 
it  is  no,  I  am  satisfied  to  go  outside  the  door  and 
say  to  the  fellow,  "The  answer  is  'No.'  "  I 
have  found  out  from  my  experience  you  do  not 
make  an  enemy  by  being  honest  yourself  and 
telling  the  other  fellow  he  is  not  going  to  get  what 
he  is  looking  for.  I  say  let  us  give  them  the 
salary  increases.  As  the  councilor  brought  out, 
they  earn  their  salt.  Many  a  man  in  the  last 
eight  years  that  I  have  been  in  this  Body  has 
resigned  to  take  an  outside  job.  They  can  make 
more  money  on  the  outside.  If  we  have  some 
good  department  heads  here,  and  I  think  we  have, 
let  us  keep  them.  I  do  not  think  we  are  giving 
them  too  much.  As  far  as  the  salary  increase  is 
concerned,  I  want  one.  I  am  going  to  "holler" 
if  the  Legislature  does  not  give  me  one  this  year. 
At  least  we  are  entitled  to  as  much  as  they  are 
getting.  They  were  smart  enough  to  vote  them- 
selves a  salary  increase  with  all  kinds  of  traveling 
expense  and  secretarial  expense.  That  is  some- 
thing we  never  got  when  I  was  up  there.  There 
was  a  scrap  when  we  increased  our  own  salaries 
from  $1,500  to  $2,000.  These  fellows  in  the 
Legislature  were  smart  enough  to  get  what  they 
thought  they  were  entitled  to.  Let  us  not  hold 
any  increase  back  for  anybody  whether  it  be 
department  head,  nurse,  schoolteacher  or  ditch 
digger. 

Coun.  HANNON — Mr.  President,  as  a  member 
of  the  Committee  on  Ordinances,  it  is  nice  to  be 
in  here  today  and  realize  that  the  22  members  of 
the  Council  are  not  very  far  apart  in  their  views. 
This  is  not  a  report  of  the  committee  opposing 
increases.  This  is  merely  a  report  of  the  com- 
mittee suggesting  that  this  matter  be  given  back 
to  the  Mayor  in  order  that  he  might  make  sub- 
sequent amendments.  After  the  Mayor  sent  this 
up  to  us,  he  himself  made  another  change  in  it. 
He  sent  us  another  ordinance  increasing  further 
the  proposed  salaries  of  the  members  of  the 
Transit  Commission.  This  committee  is  not  against 
people  getting  an  increase  in  salaries.  We  be- 
lieve they  should  be  given  it.  We  believe  the 
Mayor  is  to  be  commended  for  recommending 
that  these  increases  be  produced.  Likewise,  we 
feel  that  there  is  only  so  much  money  to  be  ex- 
pended for  increases  in  salaries.  This  money 
should  be  distributed  proportionately  and  fairly. 
The  committee  spent  a  lot  of  time  on  this  ordinance, 
of  course,  if  this  matter  came  before  the  Body 
on  an  individual  vote,  each  department  head 
would  get  the  increase  as  recommended  or  more. 
Certainly  he  would  not  get  less.  Nobody  up  here 
is  going  to  carry  the  fight  and  recommend  the 
abolition  of  an  increase  or  a  decrease  of  a  pro- 
posed increase  to  some  department  head.  We 
agree  they  should  get  an  increase.  The  only 
question  and  the  only  problem  is — How  much  of 
an  increase  should  they  get?  The  committee 
wrestled  with  this  for  three  or  four  weeks.  We 
had  various  breakdowns  made  of  the  proposed 
increases.  We  had  various  studies  made  of 
comparisons.  Certain  recommendations  were 
made.  Practically  every  member  of  the  com- 
mittee had  a  different  point  of  view.  Each  of  us 
was  proud  that  his  Honor  the  Mayor  had  recom- 
mended a  $400  increase  for  every  city  employee. 
I  think  that  with  unanimity  the  committee  be- 
lieved that  every  employee  should  receive  a  $400 
increase.  We  were  surprised  when  we  found  out 
that  some  department  heads  were  interpreting 
this  proposed  $400  increase  to  mean  $400  less 
any  increase  that  had  been  given  in  the  previous 
four  years.  So  many  cases  were  brought  to  the 
attention  of  the  Budget  Commissioner  that 
finally  a  flat  letter  came  out  from  the  Budget 
Commissioner    to    each    department    head     that 
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these  annuities  or  these  increases  that  had  been 
granted  since  194:2  were  to  be  deducted  from  the 
1400  increase,  and  the  result  is  instead  of  the  city 
employees  gelling  a  $400  increase,  I  dare  say  that 
no  more  than  10  per  cent  or  15  per  cent  of  them 
will  receive  a  $400  increase.  Now,  we  have  the 
problem  of  the  schoolteachers.  What  is  going 
to  be  done  about  them?  That  money,  too,  is  com- 
ing out  of  the  city  treasury.  How  are  we  going 
to  justify  our  position  in  saying  this  man's  salary 
can  be  raised  SI, 000,  or  $1,500,  or  $2,000,  and 
yet  we  have  not  got  enough  money  to  give  a 
greater  increase  to  the  city  employees?  We 
believe  these  salaries  should  be  adjusted.  One 
member  of  the  committee  suggested  that  they  be 
restored  to  the  1938  level.  That  has  been  given 
serious  thought.  Another  member  of  the  commit- 
tee favored  each  department  head  receiving  a 
flat  increase  of  $1,000.  That,  too,  met  with 
some  favor.  Other  members  of  the  committee, 
however,  felt  that  this  raise  is  being  given  to  de- 
partment heads  because  of  the  change  in  living 
conditions.  Now,  living  conditions  are  the  same 
for  the  man  swinging  the  pick  as  they  are  for 
the  man  who  heads  a  department.  A  few  years 
ago  when  the  Emergency  Compensation  Al- 
lotment was  given  out,  there  was  no  differen- 
tiation. Everyone  received  $200  because  of 
the  increased  cost  of  living.  Some  members 
of  the  committee  had  a  very  valid  argument. 
They  claimed  that  if  living  conditions  have 
gone  up  again,  a  $400  increase  is  being  given 
to  some  employees  to  compensate  them  for  the 
increased  cost  of  living,  and  therefore  $400  should 
be  given  to  eacli  employee.  We  wrestled  with 
this  problem,  talked  it  over  and  thought  it  over. 
We  thought  it  was  best  for  all  concerned  that 
the  matter  be  referred  back,  without  prejudice,  to 
his  Honor  the  Mayor  so  that  he  might  adjust 
these  various  facts  and  might  submit  a  new 
ordinance.  We  could  submit  the  ordinance  ourselves 
Probably  our  thoughts  would  differ  from  his.  He 
has  already  changed  his  views  on  the  Transit 
Department.  He  might  change  his  views  on 
other  departments.  There  might  be  some  partic- 
ular reason  why  this  or  that  department  head 
should  get  $1,500  or  $2,000  more  than  he  is  getting. 
I  admit  department  heads  are  not  overpaid.  I 
would  like  to  see  them  get  more  than  they  are 
getting.  Each  member  of  the  committee  wants 
to  give  an  increase.  We  feel  in  all  fairness  the 
increases  must  be  justified.  We  are  elected  here 
by  the  people  to  do  a  job.  If  a  man  is  worth  a 
$1,000  or  $1,500  increase,  we  should  know  it.  It 
should  not  be  a  statement  on  a  piece  of  paper  telling 
us  to  raise  his  salary.  We  will  do  that  if  they  are 
all  worth  it.  If  these  raises  are  merely  made  to 
compensate  for  the  increased  cost  of  living,  then 
each  one  of  them  should  be  a  flat  increase.  There 
was  another  matter  called  to  our  attention,  and 
that  was  the  fact  of  the  que.stionability  of  this 
ordinance.  This  ordinance  was  referred  to  us  on 
December  2d.  It  was  read  in  here  and  then 
mysteriously  disappeared.  There  is  no  sense 
kidding  ourselves.  There  is  no  sense  in  anybody 
telling  us  that  is  not  the  fact.  It  is  the 
fact.  How  and  why  it  is  the  fact  and  how  we 
know  it  and  why  we  know  it  is  because  of  the 
various  discrepancies  that  exist  between  the 
ordinance  as  we  now  have  it  and  the  ordinance  as 
it  was  originally  presented.  When  this  ordinance 
first  came  in  here,  the  letter  accompanying  it 
stated,  and  it  is  typed  in  here,  that  "these  increases 
total  $30,000."  The  ordinance  as  we  now  have  it 
with  the  increases  totals  $45,000.  Nobody  down 
in  the  Mayor's  office  is  making  a  $15,000  error. 
In  addition  to  that  two  department  heads  com- 
municated with  me.  They  informed  me  they 
were  left  out  of  the  proposed  ordinance.  But  when 
we  got  the  ordinance  in  the  committee,  they  were 
in  there.  Now,  I  do  not  like  that  stuff.  I  do  not 
like  one  or  two  members  of  this  Council  trying  to 
be  big  shots  and  trying  to  be  good  fellows  at  the 
expense  of  19  or  20  of  the  rest  of  us.  We  are  all 
equal  up  here.  When  a  matter  is  referred  to  a 
committee,  it  is  up  to  the  committee  to  make  any 
adjustments  it  wishes  in  the  ordinance.  Supposing 
after  we  pass  this  ordinance,  somerody  goes  in  and 
questions  it.  It  is  not  the  original  ordinance. 
These  department  heads  are  intelligent  men. 
Why  should  they  call  me  up  and  tell  me  they  were 
left  out  of  it?  The  newspapermen  left  certain 
ones  out  of  it.  Why  should  this  ordinance  and 
the  proposed  increases  total  $45,000  whereas  the 
letter  from  the  Mayor  specifically  states  that  the 
increases  total  430,000?  For  those  reasons,  the 
committee  thought  we  had  better  return  this 
matter  to  the  Mayor  here.     Let  the  addenda  be 


put  on  by  the  Mayor.  Does  he  know  of  the  in- 
crease of  $15,000  in  the  ordinance  as  we  now  have 
it,  or  with  the  proposed  ordinance  he  sent  up? 
Did  he  intentionally  leave  anybody  out?  Does 
he  want  those  who  were  left  out  included?  Aren't 
we  all  big  enough  fellows  to  make  sure  that  every- 
body up  here  is  taken  care  of?  I  was  present  at 
the  Council  when  we  put  orders  through  changing 
the  ordinance  in  here  and  increasing  the  salaries 
of  the  attaches.  I  do  not  like  it  one  bit  to  be  on  a 
committee  and  to  have  somebody  else  running 
around  and  making  a  big  fellow  of  himself  or 
themselves  at  the  expense  of  every  other  member 
of  the  Council.  Let  us  be  on  the  up-and-up  here. 
We  have  given  this  matter  sincere  and  deep 
thought.  We  do  not  want  to  be  put  in  the  category 
of  having  to  refuse  an  increase  to  this  man  or  an 
increase  to  that  man.  We  believe  they  should 
get  increases,  and  we  are  for  it.  As  a  matter  of 
fact,  I  join  with  the  gentleman  from  Ward  1 
(Councilor  Coffey)  in  saying  I  have  never  yet 
voted  against  an  increase  in  pay  for  anybody.  I 
think  every  man  is  entitled  to  every  dollar  he  can 
get.  And  when  he  gets  it  and  it  has  anything  to 
do  with  me,  I  want  to  be  in  on  it  all  the  way 
through  or  I  want  to  be  out,  one  way  or  another. 
There  is  nobody  up  here  any  bigger  than  I  am. 
There  is  nobody  up  here  doing  any  double  dealing 
with  me.  If  it  is  in  my  committee,  it  will  stay 
there  and  will  be  given  prompt,  courteous  and 
honest  consideration.  But  I  want  to  be  sure  that 
when  I  am  acting  on  something  purporting  to  be 
from  the  Mayor,  I  want  to  be  certain  it  is  from  the 
Mayor.  I  want  to  be  sure  that  when  we  are 
giving  out  raises  that  we  are  giving  them  out 
fairly,  and  squarely,  and  honestly.  I  would  like 
to  see  each  man,  whether  he  is  a  department  head, 
a  mechanic,  or  a  laborer,  receive  his  just  dues  in 
the  way  of  compensation. 

President  KELLY — The  Chair  wants  to  make 
a  statement.  I  have  before  me  a  letter  from  his 
Honor  the  Mayor  dated  December  2.  He  says 
here  the  proposed  salary  adjustment  for  depart- 
ment officials  will  amount  to  approximately 
$30,000  a  year.  Checking  with  the  City  Clerk  I 
am  informed  that  does  not  include  the  raises  for 
the  first  assistant  assessors,  the  attaches  of  the 
Council,  and  the  deputy  sealers  of  weights  and 
measures.  That  would  make  up  the  difference 
over  $30,000.  The  ordinance  is  the  same  as  was 
submitted  to  the  members  of  the  Council.  I  am 
informed  his  Honor  the  Mayor  first  issued  his 
press  statement  somewhat  different  to  the 
ordinance  submitted  to  the  members  of  the  City 
Council,  but  that  the  new  raises  we  are  voting  on 
amount  to  approximately  $30,000  with  the  excep- 
tion of  the  attaches,  the  first  assistant  assessors, 
and  the  deputy  sealers  of  weights  and  measures. 
With  those  exceptions  the  ordinance  is  the  same  as 
submitted  to  us. 

Coun.  HANNON— Mr.  President,  a  point  of 
information.     How  do  you  know  that? 

President  KELLY — I  just  asked  the  City  Clerk. 

Coun.  HANNON — What  becomes  of  an  ordi- 
nance when  it  is  referred  to  a  committee? 

President  KELLY — It  goes  to  the  committee. 
There  are  not  any  changes  in  this  ordinance.  I. 
referred  it  to  the  Committee  on  Ordinances  when 
it  was  presented  to  the  members  of  the  Honorable 
Body. 

Coun.  HANNON — The  chairman  of  the  com- 
mittee could  not  locate  it.  It  goes  to  the  Clerk  of 
Committees,  I  believe,  and  not  to  the  committee 
at  all.     It  goes  to  the  Clerk  of  Committees. 

President  KELLY — I  referred  it  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  Ordinances  where  it  properly  belongs. 

Coun.  HANNON— That  is  right.  What  does 
that  mean?     As  a  matter  of  fact,  where  does  it  go? 

President  KELLY— The  Clerk  of  Committees 
holds  it  until  the  chairman  of  the  committee  calls 
a  meeting. 

Coun.  HANNON — Exactly.  Nobody  knows 
what  becomes  of  it  when  it  is  given  to  the  Clerk 
of  Committees'  office  until  it  is  received  again  by 
the  chairman  of  the  committee.     Isn't  that  so? 

President  KELLY — I  suppose  you  are  right. 
It  is  the  same  as  any  other  ordinance,  councilor. 
I  am  just  explaining  to  the  members  of  the  Council 
the  difference  in  the  amount  of  the  ordinance 
where  his  Honor  the  Mayor  gave  the  statement  to 
the  press  and  then  sent  up  a  different  ordinance  to 
the  members  of  the  Council.  I  am  explaining  the 
difference  in  the  amount  of  the  ordinance  where 
the  attaches,  the  first  assistant  assessors,  and  the 
deputy  sealers  of  weights  and  measures  were  not 
included  in  the  $30,000.  That  is  the  difference  in 
the  money  we  are  called  upon  to  vote  today. 
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Coun.  LINEHAN — Mr.  President,  up  to  now 
all  you  have  heard  about  is  increased  salaries  for 
department  heads  and  talk  about  low-salaried 
people  receiving  increases.  I  sort  of  agree  with 
my  colleague  from  Ward  6  (Councilor  Scannell)  in 
regard  to  the  lower  salaries  of  people.  Ever  since 
I  have  been  a  member  of  the  City  Council,  since 
1940  with  but  a  short  time  out,  I  as  a  member  of 
the  Council,  with  many  other  councilors,  have 
fought  for  increases  in  the  lower  brackets.  Up  to 
this  time  I  have  not  heard  of  a  fight  for  the  higher- 
bracket  people.  I  suppose  politically  it  would  be 
a  smart  thing  to  keep  quiet  and  vote  for  these 
increases.  What  I  am  thinking  of  is  the  morale 
of  the  thousands  of  employees  getting  $4,000  a 
year  or  less.  They  find  it  quite  difficult  to  live 
on  that  salary.  I  just  happened  to  take  $4,000 
and  work  down.  You  can  take  $3,500  and  work 
down.  It  seems  to  me  that  group  of  $4,000  or 
under  are  the  ones  who  are  really  catching  it  now 
with  the  high  cost  of  living.  People  who  are 
getting  $5,000  and  $6,000  or  more,  are  finding  it 
as  hard  to  live  as  they  did,  say  before  the  war,  on 
the  same  salary.  That  is  to  say,  they  are  probably 
saving  a  lot  less  money.  But  the  people  who  are 
getting  $4,000  or  less  are  not  saving  anything 
unless  they  are  single.  Any  man  who  is  married 
at  the  present  time  with  a  family  and  is  getting 
undei  $4,000  is  saving  very  little  money,  if  any. 
Each  one  of  us  likes  to  save  a  little  for  the  rainy 
day.  The  City  Council  is  going  to  get  a  cut 
down  to  $2,000  from  $2,200.  Nobody  says, 
"Give  those  poor  fellows  a  chance  to  save  a  dollar 
for  the  time  when  they  will  get  defeated."  They 
are  serving  for  the  honor  and  the  glory.  When 
you  take  a  classification  like  the  nurses  which  the 
councilor  from  Ward  6  (Councilor  Scannell) 
mentioned,  to  my  mind  that  is  one  of  the  most 
important  classes  of  city  employees  that  we  have. 
Some  people  might  say  the  schoolteachers  perform 
a  necessary  and  important  function  in  our  com- 
munity, but  to  me  a  person  who  has  had  an 
opportunity  to  go  to  a  hospital  and  see  people 
treated  when  they  could  get  the  treatment,  to  me 
that  is  a  very  important,  if  not  the  most  im- 
portant function  in  this  city.  Any  person  em- 
ployed in  that  function,  to  my  mind,  is  entitled  to 
just  compensation  comparable  to  people  working 
in  the  same  profession  such  as  nurses  are  getting 
in  the  Federal  government.  The  Committee  on 
Hospitals  held  a  very  worthy  and  worth-while 
hearing  some  time  ago  in  regard  to  raising  the 
nurses'  salaries.  I  have  not  seen  any  recom- 
mendations up  to  this  time  as  to  just  how  many 
are  going  to  get  increases,  or  how  much.  I 
certainly  think  that  if  certain  department  heads 
under  this  ordinance  are  receiving  up  to  $1,500 
in  increases  per  year,  I  can  safely  say  that  any 
nurse  working  in  the  City  Hospital  is  also  entitled 
to  at  least  a  $1,500  increase.  To  my  mind,  I  am 
willing  to  take  any  nurse  and  compare  her  with 
any  department  head  we  have  who  is  receiving 
two  or  three  times  as  much  as  the  nurse.  To  my 
mind  the  city  is  getting  more  out  of  nurses  per 
dollar  than  they  are  out  of  department  heads. 
That  goes  for  all  of  them.  I  also  favor  an  in- 
crease for  the  department  heads.  But  to  be 
honest  with  you,  I  am  not  on  the  Committee  on 
Ordinances,  and  I  have  not  had  the  time  to  go 
over  each  department  head  in  this  line-up  sub- 
mitted to  us  December  2d.  I  wish  to  point  out  the 
time  since  December  2d.  I  want  to  find  out  what 
each  department  head  is  receiving  as  an  increase 
if  they  get  the  increase.  I  know  of  two  particular 
increases  where  people  were  slighted  here.  They 
were  slated  for  a  $500  increase.  If  we  are  going  to 
have  certain  department  heads  get  $1,500,  I,  think 
these  two  people  I  am  thinking  of  particularly, 
should  receive  more  than  $500.  I  say  if  they  get 
only  $500,  then  no  other  department  head  should 
get  over  $500.  If  a  nurse  is  going  to  get  only  $400, 
then  nobody  in  the  city  ought  to  receive  over  $400. 
Isn't  that  fair?  Don't  we  as  members  of  the 
Council  have  to  have  some  courage  and  realize 
that?  If  you  give  the  department  heads  all  of  this 
money  and  it  is  all  good  money,  if  you  give  $1,500 
to  some  of  them,  what  do  you  think  about  the 
person  who  gets  only  $200  or  $400  who  is  working 
under  him?  Did  you  ever  give  that  any  consider- 
ation? Are  they  going  to  like  it?  Are  they  going 
to  be  satisfied  with  $200  or  $400?  You  might  say, 
"Well,  what  do  we  care  whether  they  are  satisfied 
or  not?  "  We  want  good  service  when  we  pay  them. 
I  think  if  they  are  all  treated  justly  and  fairly,  we 
might  get  better  service,  but  if  their  department 
head  gets  a  $1,500  increase  and  they  get  only  $400, 
you  can  rest  assured  you  are  not  building  up  the 
morale  of  the  nurses  in  the  Boston  City  Hospital 


unless  they  get  an  increase  comparable  to  those 
who  are  working  for  the  Federal  government.  That 
seems  logical  to  my  way  of  thinking.  I  know  that 
when  I  get  up  and  talk  like  this,  that  presently  I 
will  not  get  many  favors  from  some  of  the  depart- 
ment heads.  I  also  realize  some  of  them  would 
just  as  soon  pass  up  the  raise.  There  are  a  few, 
believe  it  or  not.  I  know  two.  You  might  say  we 
should  give  the  increases  according  to  the  job. 
That  is  to  say,  you  and  I  may  not  like  a  certain 
department  head,  a  man  now  acting  as  a  depart- 
ment head  under  the  present  administration.  I 
think  everybody  in  here  has  at  least  two  or  three 
department  heads  we  do  not  like  and  that  we  would 
not  want  to  give  an  increase  to.  There  might  be 
others  in  the  Council  who  like  that  particular 
fellow.  That  is  natural.  It  seems  to  me  that  if 
we  are  going  to  raise  all  our  department  heads  in 
dollars  and  cents,  you  might  say  it  is  probably  the 
same  percentage,  anywhere  from  10  per  cent  to  20 
per  cent.  I  was  talking  with  the  Park  Commis- 
sioner i.  short  while  ago.  We  were  talking  about 
the  general  increase  for  the  people  who  are  going 
to  get  under  $400.  That  is,  those  who  are  other 
than  department  heads.  I  said  to  him,  "Com- 
missioner, the  schoolteachers  are  looking  for  some- 
thing like  an  $800  to  a  $1,200  increase.  We  are 
raising  all  of  the  help  anywhere  from  $200  to  $400. 
Now,  of  course,  we  have  these  schedules  here  of 
department  heads  getting  an  increase —  in  some 
cases — of  $1,500.  There  is  nothing  being  said 
about  the  poor  taxpayer  although  the  poor  tax- 
payer added  a  bit  to  it  when  he  voted  48  hours  for 
the  firemen.  Probably  we  can  say  the  taxpayer 
wants  to  raise  everybody  else.  I  would  predict  to 
you  if  the  department  heads  went  on  the  ballot 
they  would  not  get  any  increase.  It  would  not  be 
any  different  from  the  City  Councilors.  We  get 
$2,200  now  with  the  E.  C.  A.  When  that  is  taken 
away,  we  will  get  $2,000.  I  predicted  up  in  the 
Legislature  a  short  while  ago  that  the  City  Coun- 
cilors would  not  get  an  increase.  When  one  of  the 
legislators  said  to  me,  "We  tried  to  take  care  of 
the  councilors,"  I  said,  "Yes,  you  did."  4  said, 
"I  predicted  no  increase  when  I  was  legislative 
agent  for  the  city."  I  said,  "When  they  put  it 
on  the  ballot,  it  would  be  bad.  People  just  do  not 
like  politicians."  I  said  I  would  bet  $10  it  would 
be  defeated,  and  sure  enough  it  was  defeated.  The 
legislators  did  take  care  of  themselves  by  voting 
for  the  increase,  as  the  gentleman  from  East  Boston 
said.  You  can  rest  assured  they  did  not  let  the 
people  vote  on  it.  If  they  had,  they  would  not  get 
their  increase.  As  I  say,  we  are  in  a  period  of  in- 
flation. People  who  were  getting  $4,000  or  more 
are  saving  less  money.  A  person  getting  $6,000  a 
year,  unless  there  is  sickness  or  some  unforeseen 
thing  that  happens  in  the  family,  is  getting  enough 
to  live  on  even  in  the  inflationary  period  we  are 
going  through.  But  the  laborer  getting  $5  and  $6 
a  day,  if  you  increase  him  50  cents  or  $1  a  day,  is 
not  going  to  be  able  to  live  a  lot  better.  At  the 
present  time  every  dime  is  spent  on  the  necessities 
of  life.  I  would  like  to  see  them  all  get  enough  to 
pay  for  the  necessities  of  life  plus  putting  a  little 
in  the  bank.  It  is  not  a  question  of  how  much  in 
dollars  and  cents  the  department  heads  will  raise 
the  budget.  Let  us  say  it  is  $35,000  or  $50,000. 
Why  if  it  is  $30,000,  it  is  probably  2  cents  or  5 
cents  on  the  tax  rate.  The  idea  is,  what  will  it 
do  to  the  thousands  working  under  the  department 
heads?  I  predict  if  some  of  the  department  heads 
will  get  $1,500,  those  workers  who  get  $400  are 
not  going  to  do  much  of  a  job  for  the  city.  There 
is  no  question  in  my  mind  about  that.  It  is  all 
right  to  say  they  are  taken  care  of  and  given  a 
raise  and  should  be  satisfied.  I  have  talked  to 
some  of  them  who  got  a  raise  under  Tobin  but  who 
lost  it.  On  their  E.  C.  A.,  they  feel  they  are  getting 
only  $200  instead  of  $400.  They  are  sore  and 
probably  rightly  so.  They  are  getting  only  a  $200 
increase.  Where  is  it  going  to  stop?  I  say  this, 
if  we  give  this  increase,  there  is  a  great  possibility 
that  the  morale  of  the  taxpayer  may  be  affected. 
None  of  us  seem  to  think  much  of  the  morale  of 
the  taxpayer.  God  knows  it  will  help  two  or  three 
years  from  now.  The  workers  who  come  under 
the  department  heads  are  not  going  to  do  a  good 
job  for  the  city.  We  hope  they  will.  Iwillnotvote 
for  more  than  a  $500  increase  for  any  department 
head.  I  think  it  is  fair.  That  is  the  way  I  stand. 
I  am  willing  to  vote  that  way.  Let  us  treat  them 
all  alike.  Never  mind  whether  the  job  is  worth  it. 
You  and  I  cannot  divorce  the  person  from  the  job. 
It  is  impossible.  I  served  as  an  associate  transit 
commissioner  for  three  months  when  I  got  out  of 
the  service.  I  felt  like  a  burglar.  Why?  I  took  the 
$5,000  a  year  salary  for  three  months.    That  is  one- 


625 


CITY     COUNCIL. 


fourth  of  the  $5,000,  less  taxes.  I  gotit  only  for 
three  months.  Von  can  rest  assured  I  did  not 
render  as  good  service  to  the  city  as  a  muse  getting 
SI, 600  or  $1,800  a  year.  Von  can  go  through  and 
pick  them  out.  I  am  not  going  to  take  a  chance  of 
getting  my  ears  pinned  hack  by  individual  depart- 
ment heads.  At  least  50  per  cent  of  them  do  not 
deserve  a  raise  on  the  number  of  hours  they  put  in 
on  the  job.  I  myself  felt  like  a  burglar  taking  the 
money.  There  it  was  under  the  city  ordinance  that 
you  were  to  receive  $5,000.  Frankly  I  was  poor  at 
the  time.  I  had  just  come  out  of  the  service  and  it 
looked  pretty  good.  I  was  coming  back  to  private 
life.  I  had  no  law  business.  I  did  not  have  any 
distinguished  citizens  coming  to  me  and  saying, 
"Thank  you  for  giving  up  everything  and  going  in 
the  service."  I  found  nobody  coming  to  me  with 
any  assistance.  That  is  the  way  you  will  find  it.  I 
say  the  nurses  ought  to  get  their  money  now.  I  do 
not  want  to  be  fighting  for  the  nurses  for  the  whole 
year  1947.  If  they  do  not  get  it  in  the  budget,  the 
chances  are  they  will  not  get  it  at  all  during 
1947.  Now  is  the  time  to  get  raises  for  the  lower 
classes,  the  lower  grade  people.  Get  them  in  here 
on  the  budget  first,  and  then  raise  the  pay.  I 
would  like  to  ask  the  City  Clerk,  if  I  may,  through 
you,  Mr.  President,  is  it  possible  to  act  on  this 
matter  after  the  budget  is  passed  and  have  it 
retroactive  to  January  1,  1947? 

President  KELLY — The  Chair  will  state  the 
raise  for  all  city  employees  is  going  into  effect  the 
first  week  in  January.  This  is  supposed  to  take 
place  at  the  same  time. 

Coun.  LINEHAN — Mr.  President,  may  I  ask 
you  if  it  is  within  the  clerk's  knowledge,  whether 
he  will  through  you  inform  this  Body  how  much 
money  is  in  the  budget  for  the  nurses  so  far  as  the 
increased -salaries  are  conerned,  and  also  the  labor- 
ers throughout  the  city? 

President  KELLY — I  am  informed  the  laborers 
will  get  a  $400  increase,  the  $200  E.C.A.  made 
permanent,  or  $200  E.C.A.  plus  a  $200  increase. 
The  nurses  will  get  E.C.A.  permanent  plus  a  $200 
increase,  which  will  be  equivalent  to  $400. 

Coun.  LINEHAN— Mr.  President,  may  I  ask 
the  chairman  of  the  Hospital  Committee  through 
you,  sir,  if  the  Trustees  of  the  hospital  said  that 
they  would  recommend  to  the  Mayor  of  Boston  an 
increase  of  more  than  $400  for  the  nurses  for  the 
year  1947? 

President  KELLY — I  am  informed,  counciloi, 
that  all  employees  of  the  hospital  will  be  raised 
next  year. 

Coun.  LINEHAN— And  how  much,  Mr.  Presi- 
dent, do  you  know? 

President  KELLY — I  will  see  if  I  can  get  the 
information.  The  hospital  trustees  and  Civil 
Service  have  drawn  up  three  classes  of  hospital 
employees.  All  of  them  will  get  raises  next  year 
equivalent  to  what  the  other  city  employees  are 
getting  in  January. 

Coun.  LINEHAN — Mr.  Chairman,  I  would  like 
to  ask  the  chairman  of  the  Hospital  Committee 
through  you  again,  sir,  whether  the  trustees 
recommended  in  the  meeting  they  had  at  the 
City  Hospital,  whether  the  trustees  said  they 
would  recommend  more  than  a  $400  increase  for 
nurses. 

Coun.  HURLEY — Mr.  President,  I  cannot 
remember  the  trustees  recommending  anything. 
They  are  going  to  look  into  it.  In  fact,  the 
Committee  on  Hospitals  got  very  little  cooperation 
during  the  meeting  or  since  the  meeting,  from  the 
trustees  of  the  hospital.  We  have  written  a 
couple  of  letters  asking  for  the  information  that 
we  were  promised  would  be  forthcoming  in  24 
hours.  I  do  not  know  whether  it  is  24  days  or 
weeks  ago.  I  am  sorry  to  state,  Councilor  Line- 
han,  we  have  not  any  information  and  very  little 
cooperation  from  them  on  that  matter. 

Coun.  LINEHAN— Mr.  President,  I  would  like 
to  ask  the  chairman  of  the  Hospital  Committee 
if  he  will  tell  us  how  much  the  nurses  receive  at 
I  he  City  Hospital,  comparable  to  what  nurses 
receive  who  are  working  for  the  Federal  govern- 
ment in  the  Veterans'  Administration  Hospitals. 

Coun.  HURLEY — It  would  amount  to  around 
a  $600  a  year  increase,  comparing  them  with 
Federal  hospitals.  They  are  in  direct  competition 
with  us.  Our  nurses  will  leave  us  and  go  to  work 
in  Federal  hospitals  for  increases  amounting  to  up 
to  $000  a  year. 

Coun.  LINEHAN— Mr.  President,  I  would  like 
to  ask  the  chairman  of  the  Hospital  Committee 
if  he  thinks  that  if  we  raised  the  salary  of  nurses 
by  $600  a  year  rather  than  $400,  would  it  have  a 
icndeuey  to  bring  back  some  of  the  nurses  to  the 
hospital? 


Coun.  HURLEY — Through  the  President,  if 
we  had  our  way  the  nurses  would  get  much  more 
than  $600  more  a  year.  Every  councilor  realizes 
the  value  and  importance  of  the  nurses  and 
realizes  the  menace  to  the  City  of  Boston  with 
the  nurses  we  lack.  We  are  losing  them  rapidly 
every  day  because  of  the  competition  regarding 
salaries  with  the  Federal  government.  If  we  do 
not  meet  the  competition  we  will  have  no  hospital. 
That  will  happen  this  year. 

Coun.  LINEHAN— Mr.  President,  I  would 
like  to  ask  the  councilor  from  Ward  8  (Councilor 
Hurley)  another  question.  If  all  the  employees 
as  a  whole  are  getting  a  $400  increase  and  nurses 
receive  only  a  $400  increase,  does  he  think  the 
morale  of  the  nurses  still  receiving  a  $400  increase 
will  be  raised  very  much? 

Coun.  HURLEY — I  certainly  do  not.  I  think 
a  nurse  is  certainly  entitled  to  more  money  up 
there.  She  has  three  years  of  study  plus  college 
degrees  before  she  is  admitted  to  the  school  of 
nursing  up  there  today.  The  nurses  now  can  go 
into  a  five-  and  ten-cent  store  and  work  five  days 
a  week  and  make  more  than  they  can  in  the  City 
Hospital  although  having  a  col'ege  education  and 
three  years'  training.  I  certainly  think  it  will 
not  help  the  morale  of  the  hospital  to  have  an 
average  increase  of  $400  at  the  hospital. 

Coun.  LINEHAN — Mr.  President,  I  now  press 
my  question  again,  whether  or  not  the  City 
Council  can  lay  the  question  on  the  table,  if  you 
will,  until  his  Honor  the  Mayor's  recommendation 
to  the  City  Council,  raising  the  nurses  $600  a  year 
can  be  considered. 

President  KELLY — The  Council  can  take  any 
action  they  so  desire. 

Coun.  LINEHAN — What  is  the  motion  we  are 
discussing  now? 

President  KELLY — The  motion  now  is  recon- 
sideration of  a  vote  rejecting  the  order. 

Coun.  LINEHAN — Is  a  motion  in  order  to  lay 
the  matter  on  the  table? 

President  KELLY — A  motion  to  lay  on  the 
table  will  be  in  order  after  the  motion  to  reconsider 
is  voted  upon.  The  question  is  on  the  motion  to 
reconsider. 

Coun.  CANTWELL— Mr.  President,  being  a 
member  of  that  committee,  I  do  not  believe  there 
was  one  member  who  spoke  about  cutting  anyone 
down.  Every  member  was  in  favor  of  a  raise. 
It  was  not  to  the  extent  that  some  of  them  have 
been  given  the  raises.  It  has  been  stated  some 
of  these  men  who  are  department  heads  and  for 
whom  I  have  a  high  regard,  if  they  were  in  private 
industry,  would  make  more.  I  have  my  doubts. 
I  have  had  a  little  experience  as  a  personnel 
manager  in  private  industry.  You  do  not  receive 
a  salary  in  private  industry  because  you  are  on 
the  right  band  wagon.  They  do  not  hand  out 
plums  because  you  are  a  nice  fellow.  You  earn 
them.  Talking  on  the  lower-bracket  salaries,  I 
think  it  will  break  down  the  morale  of  the  city 
worker.  I  am  talking  on  the  minority  side. 
I,  at  least,  am  not  afraid  of  any  department  head. 
I  feel  I  am  his  boss.  Certainly  a  boss  is  not 
afraid  of  somebody  who  works  under  him.  I  hope 
that  this  is  killed  and  the  Mayor  sends  back 
another  order  for  a  moderate  amount  for  certain 
department  heads.  I  think  the  Council  will  be 
glad  to  vote  for  any  raise  for  any  department  head 
if  it  is  in  a  moderate  amount. 

Coun.  COOK — Mr.  President,  I  wanted  to  wait 
until  all  the  committee  members  had  spoken.  At 
the  outset,  for  the  record,  in  view  of  the  allega- 
tions made  by  the  councilor  from  Ward  13  (Coun- 
cilor Hannon)  and  he  backed  his  allegations  up 
with  some  references,  I  would  like  to  state  also  for 
the  councilors  and  for  the  record  that  he  did  not 
mean  any  member  of  the  committee  was  involved 
in  any  alleged  mishandling  of  the  original  ordinance. 
Now,  talking  on  this  motion  itself,  it  happens  that 
we  are  considering  salaries  for  a  corporation  that 
is  not  particularly  a  purely  private  business  cor- 
poration whose  sole  motive  is  profit.  That  is  one 
of  the  reasons  why  in  considering  pay  and  in  con- 
sidering expenses  in  the  budget,  we  do  not  always 
look  to  the  black  side  of  the  ledger.  There  are 
many  things  a  city  corporation  does  that  a  busi- 
ness corporation  would  not  do,  and  rightly  so, 
because  if  we  operated  on  a  purely  business  basis 
as  a  private  corporation  we  would  not  have  the 
various  philanthropic  and  charitable  institutions 
that  we  support  and  which  we  are  glad  to  support. 
So  far  as  department  heads  are  concerned,  I  have 
been  of  the  opinion  that  a  man  should  get  a  salary 
commensurate  with  the  responsibility  and  work 
involved  in  his  duties.  Some  of  these  raises  here 
are  inadequate,  I  think.     However,  we  have  come 
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to  a  situation  where  the  city  knows  that  raises 
must  be  given.  The  city,  the  state,  and  the  nation 
have  given  raises.  You  have  had  this  emergency 
compensation  of  a  flat  $200  which  was  added. 
That  is  going  out  of  existence  as  of  January  1,  1947. 
That  was  based  on  the  rising  cost  of  living.  When 
we  come  to  department  heads,  if  this  city  could 
afford  it  without  great  expense  to  the  taxpayers 
and  the  city  of  which  they  are  a  part,  I  would  be 
glad  to  give  greater  raises  in  many  instances. 
However,  we  are  not  dealing  directly  and  entirely 
on  that  basis.  The  committee  voted,  and  you 
have  heard  the  committee  members  state  their 
opinions,  in  going  over  the  various  proposed  salary 
increases  that  run  from  a  6  per  cent  increase  for 
certain  department  heads  to  a  50  per  cent  in- 
crease for  other  department  heads.  That  can  be 
based  only  on  the  assumption  that  the  city  can 
afford  to  do  it  in  a  proper  manner.  I  say  we  can- 
not do  it  at  this  time.  Then  your  committee  saw 
fit  to  send  this  back  without  prejudice  so  that  his 
Honor  the  Mayor  could  take  into  account  the  feel- 
ings of  this  committee,  sit  down  with  them  and 
the  Council,  if  he  so  desired,  and  see  how  these 
proposed  salary  increases  would  fit  in  with  the 
budget  for  next  year.  If  we  are  to  act  as  a  com- 
mittee and  do  our  job  correctly,  I  think  the  com- 
mittee has  done  it  and  has  gone  over  everything 
carefully.  We  have  come  to  some  disagreement. 
We  are  not  just  a  rubber  stamp.  If  we  were,  we 
would  have  no  meetings  at  all.  We  would  pass 
the  increases  and  everybody,  including  the  de- 
partment heads,  would  be  happy.  Probably  most 
of  the  councilors  knew,  and  I  think  that  the  com- 
mittee knew,  that  the  Council  should  go  along 
and  spend  more  time  resolving  difficulties  in  giving 
adjusted  increases  for  next  year  and  take  into 
account  not  only  the  percentage  of  increases  to 
the  employees  but  the  effect  on  their  morale  and 
the  effect  on  the  city  tax  rate  next  year  and  to  the 
effect  on  ourselves  as  independent  councilors  try- 
ing to  do  all  we  can  within  the  limited  powers  that 
we  have.  If  we  do  not  do  that,  we  may  as  well 
confess,  as  some  have,  that  we  are  a  useless  Body. 
Where  we  have  this  limited  power,  I  say  we  should 
exercise  it  carefully.  I  think  the  committee  has 
done  that.  If  the  Council  goes  along  with  the 
committee,  they  will  find  out  they  are  doing  this 
in  the  proper  way  for  the  benefit  not  only  of  the 
department  heads  and  their  employees,  but  for 
themselves  and  the  city  at  large.  I  would  like  to 
see  this  proposed  schedule  go  back  to  the  Mayor 
and  have  him  resubmit  a  new  schedule  more  in 
line  with  the  general  adjusted  salary  increases  for 
all  city  workers,  based  upon  what  our  budget  is 
going  to  be  and  from  that  what  our  tax  rate  is 
going  to  be.  I  wish  we  could  forget  personalities 
and  think  of  the  matter  in  terms  of  what  is  going 
to  be  best  for  the  city  at  large.  I  hope  the  Council 
will  not  reconsider  this  matter. 

Coun.  SCANNELL — Mr.  President,  just  one 
word  on  this  matter.  First,  I  want  to  say  as  long 
as  I  have  been  a  member  of  the  Council,  I  never 
voted  against  salary  increases.  I  always  voted 
for  salary  increases  for  city  employees.  It  gripes 
me  when  I  come  up  here  and  see  men  getting 
($6,000,  $7,000,  and  $8,000  a  year.  When  you 
put  up  a  fight  for  an  institution  that  cost  the 
taxpayers  of  this  city  $5,000,000  a  year,  and  when 
you  see  that  place  going  to  rack  and  ruin,  and 
there  is  nothing  to  be  done  about  it,  this  is  not  the 
way  to  solve  the  problem.  I  think  if  we  can  give 
these  nurses  at  the  City  Hospital  at  the  present 
time  an  increase  of  $600  a  year,  we  are  going  to 
start  the  ball  rolling  and  get  that  institution  back 
in  shape  again.  Until  that  time  I  shall  not  vote 
for  an  increase  of  $1,000,  or  $1,500,  or  $2,000  for 
department  heads.  If  we  get  at  the  lower  br'ackets, 
the  people  who  should  be  brought  up  to  a  living 
wage,  we  are  going  to  get  some  place.  I  think  the 
committee  has  done  a  good  job.  I  hope  it  is  not 
reconsidered,  but  is  sent  back  to  the  Mayor. 
Have  him  send  another  ordinance  in  conformity 
with  the  regular  standard  raise  of  pay,  and  then 
we  might  get  some  place.  I  think  the  committee 
has  done  a  good  job.  ,  It  was  one  of  the  fairest 
reports  sent  back  this  year. 

Coun.  KINSELLA— Mr.  President,  I  want  to 
say  if  we  are  going  to  vote  for  reconsideration, 
if  a  schedule  comes  back  embracing  some  increases 
for  all  city  and  county  employees  of  any  category 
with  substantial  raises,  I  am  going  to  vote  for 
that,  too.  I  hope  it  comes  back  and  it  is  big  enough 
to  make  it  worth  while  for  a  few  years  to  come. 

The  question  came  on  reconsideration,  and  the 
Chair  was  in  doubt  of  the  vote.  Councilor  Hurley 
doubted  the  vote  and  asked  for  a  roll  call.  _  A 
sufficient  number  of  councilors  having  joined  him, 


the  roll  was  called,  and  reconsideration  was 
defeated,  yeas  9,  nays  11: 

Yeas — Councilors  Coffey,  Fish,  Hurley,  Kellv, 
Kinsella,  Lane,  McCormack,  Muchnick,  Russo — -9. 

Nays — Councilors  Bayley,  Bryan,  Cantwell, 
Chase,  Cook,  Hannon,  Keenan,  Linehan,  Madden, 
Scannell,  Sullivan — 11. 

President  KELLY — Reconsideration  has  not 
passed,  and  the  ordinance  stands  rejected. 


REPORT  OF   COMMITTEE   ON   LICENSES. 

Coun.  SCANNELL,  for  the  Committee  on 
Licenses,  submitted  the  following: 

Report  on  petition  (referred  December  2)  of 
Theodore  P.  Domohowski,  280  Wood  avenue, 
Hyde  Park,  for  driveway  opening  at  749  Hyde 
Park  avenue — recommending  that  the  license  be 
granted. 

Report  accepted  and  license  granted. 


REPORT    OF    COMMITTEE    ON    COUNTY 
ACCOUNTS. 

Coun.  BRYAN,  for  the  Committee  on  County 
Accounts  submitted  the  following: 

On  the  message  of  the  Mayor  and  order  referred 
December  16  for  an  amendment  to  the  County 
Plan  —  recommending  that  the  order  ought  to 
be  referred  to  the  Executive  Committee. 

Coun.  BRYAN — Mr.  President,  I  ask  the 
commissioner  be  present  so  that  I  may  ask  him 
a  few  questions. 

Report  accepted  and  order  referred  to  the 
Executive  Committee. 


SALARY   OF   NURSES. 
SCANNELL, 


HURLEY 


Coun.    LINEHAN, 
offered  the  following: 

Ordered,  That  his  Honor  the  Mayor  increase  the 
salary  of  nurses  employed  in  the  City  Hospital  by 
six  hundred  dollars  ($600)  per  year  and  make 
provisions  for  same  in  the  1947  budget. 

Coun.  LINEHAN — Mr.  President,  please  amend 
the  order  to  $600  per  year. 

Passed  under  suspension  of  the  rule. 


INCREASE   IN   DEPENDENT   AID. 

Coun.  SULLIVAN  offered  the  following: 
Ordered,  That  the  Board  of  Overseers  of  Public 
Welfare  be  requested,  through  his  Honor  the 
Mayor,  to  consider  the  advisability  of  granting  a 
25  per  cent  increase  to  all  those  receiving  Old 
Age,  Mothers'  Aid  and  Dependent  Aid  in  the 
City  of  Boston. 

Passed  under  suspension  of  the  rule. 


SALARY     INCREASES,     DEPARTMENT 
HEADS. 

Coun.  McCORMACK— Mr.  President,  I  would 
like  to  be  recorded  on  reconsideration  of  salary 
increases,  if  possible. 

President  KELL^Y — Is  there  any  objection? 
(No  response.)     How  do  you  want  to  be  recorded. 

Coun.  McCORMACK— In  favor  — Yes. 


MANCHESTER   STREET. 

Coun.  KEENAN  and  CANTWELL  offere!  the 
following: 

Ordered,  That  the  Board  of  Street  Commis- 
sioners be  requested,  through  his  Honor  the 
Mayor,  to  accept  and  lay  out  Manchester  street, 
in  Wards  17  and  18,  as  a  public  highway. 

Passed  under  suspension  of  the  rule. 

INVESTIGATION,  FIRE  DEPARTMENT 
HEADQUARTERS. 

Coun.  SCANNELL  offered  the  following: 
Ordered,  That  the  Fire  Commissioner  and  the 
Chief  of  the  Boston  Fire  Department  be  requested 
to  appear  before  the  Executive  Committee  of  the 
City  Council  for  the  purpose  of  furnisning  informa- 
tion in  regard  to  certain  activities  wnich  are 
alleged  to  be  taking  place  in  the  Headquarters 
of  the  Chief  of  the  Department. 

Coun.  SCANNELL— Mr.  President,  it  has  been 
brought  to  my  attention  that  there  have  been  a 
lot  of  irregularities  at  the  chief  of  the  department, 
at  Engine  26.     I  understand,  Mr.  President,  we 
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have  a  woman  in  our  Fire  Department.  The  chief 
of  the  department  has  asked  that  each  fireman  in 
the  city  pay  ten  cents  of  his  salary  so  that  she  may 
get  a  salary.  I  also  am  informed  that  this  woman 
is  a  resident  of  Engine  26.  This  is  something  very 
irregular.  I  also  am  informed  that  this  woman 
uses  the  chief's  car  to  go  any  place  in  the  state  she 
wants,  with  a  chauffeur.  Well,  I  do  not  know. 
She  is  not  on  the  city  pay  roll.  I  would  like  to 
find  out  from  the  Fire  Commissioner  who  this 
person  is,  and  what  is  her  title  in  the  Fire  Depart- 
ment. It  is  the  first  time  I  have  ever  heard  of  a 
woman  member  of  the  Fire  Department  in  any 
city  in  the  country. 


SNOW   REMOVAL   BIDS. 

Coun.  KEENAN  offered  the  following: 
Ordered,  That  the  Commissioner  of  Public 
Works  be  requested,  through  his  Honor  the 
Mayor,  to  advertise  for  bids  for  snow  removal  in 
the  various  districts  of  the  city,  and  to  award  the 
contracts  to  the  lowest  responsible  bidder  in  each 
case. 


JULY  4TH   ORATION. 

Coun.  McCORMACK  offered  the  following: 

Whereas,  It  has  been  the  custom  of  Boston  for 
years  to  have  an  annual  Boston  oration  delivered 
in  Faneuil  Hall  on  July  4th;  and 

Whereas,  This  had  added  to  the  cultural  devel- 
opment of  the  Athens  of  America;  and 

Whereas,  Distinguished  orators  in  the  past, 
viz.:  Daniel  Webster,  Edward  Everett,  and  a  host 
of  other  greats  have  delivered  this  address;  be  it 

Resolved,  That  it  is  the  sentiment  of  the  Boston 
City  Council,  the  representatives  of  the  people  of 
Boston,  that  the  Honorable  James  M.  Curley 
should  deliver  the  Boston  oration  on  July  4th,  1947. 

Mayor  Curley  has  brought  fame  to  our  city  by 
his  eloquent  addresses  in  the  Congress  of  the 
United  States.  One  of  the  few  remaining  exponents 
of  the  Websterian  type  of  oratory,  he  has  earned 
the  honor  of  Boston  orator. 

Coun.  McCORMACK— Mr.  President,  Mayor 
Curlev  is  one  of  the  best  orators  in  the  country, 
I  think. 

He  never  has  given  the  July  4th  Oration.  He 
could  designate  himself  to  do  this.  I  do  not  think 
he  will.  I  would  like  to  have  the  Council  go  along 
and  have  him  be  the  orator  next  4th  of  July. 

Passed  under  suspension  of  the  rule. 

Coun.  HANNON — May  I  amend  that  and  have 
Councilor  McCormack  introduce  the  Mayor, 
July  4th? 

President  KELLY — I  will  be  glad  to  accept  the 
amendment. 

Be  it  further  resolved,  that  Councilor  McCormack 
be  Chairman  of  the  occasion  and  introduce  his 
Honor  the  Mayor. 

Passed  under  suspension  of  the  rule. 


SUB-RELIEF     HOSPITAL     ON     EMERSON 
PROPERTY. 

Coun.  BRYAN,  McCORMACK  and  CANT- 
WELL  offered  the  following: 

Ordered,  That  his  Honor  the  Mayor  consider 
the  advisability  of  establishing  a  sub-relief  hospital 
on  the  old  Emerson  property  since  taken  over  by 
the  City  of  Boston  to  take  care  of  the  residents  of 
Jamaica  Plain,  Roslindale,  West  Roxbury  and 
Hyde  Park  sections  of  Boston. 

Passed  under  suspension  of  the  rule. 


RECESS. 

On  motion  of  Councilor  Sullivan,  the  Council 
voted  at  4.45  p.  m.  to  take  a  recess  subject  to  the 
call  of  the  Chair.  The  members  reassembled 
and  were  called  to  order  by  President  KELLY  at 
7.30  p.  m. 


51,000,000    LOAN    FOR    HOSPITAL    BUILD- 
INGS AT  LONG   ISLAND. 

President  KELLY— The  Chair  will  call  up  No. 
1  on  the  calendar. 

1.  Order  for  loan  of  §1,000,000— for  construc- 
tion and  equipping  hospital  buildings.  Long 
Island. 


On  December  9,  1946,  the  said  order  was  read 
once  and  passed — yeas  20,  nays  0. 

Coun.  SULLIVAN — Is  this  the  order  under 
discussion  last  week  which  was  withdrawn  and 
taken  from  the  table? 

President  KELLY — They  had  a  little  discussion 
on  it,  councilor,  but  some  of  the  members  thought 
it  was  unwise  to  reject  it,  so  we  are  going  to  pass 
it  and  his  Honor  the  Mayor  will  have  to  take  final 
action  on  it. 

Coun.  KINSELLA— Mr.  President,  a  point  of 
information.  Our  vote  at  the  last  meeting  was 
probably  recorded.  How  can  we  rescind  that 
vote  now? 

Coun.  FISH — Mr.  President,  a  point  of  infor- 
mation. 

President  KELLY — We  did  not  take  any  vote 
last  week. 

Coun.  FISH — Mr.  President,  it  was  I  who  made 
the  motion  last  week  and  asked  for  a  little  discus- 
sion. I  withdrew  the  motion,  and  there  was  no 
vote. 

The  question  came  on  giving  the  order  its  second 
reading,  and  the  order  was  given  a  second  reading, 
yeas  15,  nays  0: 

Yeas — Councilors  Bryan,  Cantwell,  Chase, 
Coffey,  Fish,  Hannon,  Hurley,  Keenan,  Kelly, 
Kinsella,  Linehan,  Madden,  Russo,  Scannell, 
Sullivan — 15. 

Nays — 0. 


REPORTS   OF   THE   EXECUTIVE 
COMMITTEE. 

Coun.  FISH  for  the  Executive  Committee  sub- 
mitted the  following: 

1.  On  the  message  of  the  Mayor  and  order 
(referred  December  16)  for  the  amendment  to  the 
County  Plan — recommending  that  the  order 
ought  to  pass. 

Report  accepted;  said  order  passed. 

2.  On  the  order  (referred  August  19)  to  regu- 
late street  lighting,  Dorchester  street  and  Old 
Colony  Boulevard — recommending  that  the  order 
ought  to  pass. 

Report  accepted;  said  order  passed. 

3.  Order  (referred  August  19)  for  lighting  at 
Dorchester  and  Crescent  avenues — recommending 
that  the  order  ought  to  pass. 

Report  accepted;  said  order  passed. 

4.  Transfer  of  appropriations  from  the  Muni- 
cipal Court,  Roxbury  District;  Municipal  Court, 
West  Roxbury  District;  and  Medical  Ejxaminer 
Service,  Northern  Division,  $2,000  (referred 
December  16) — recommending  that  the  order 
ought  to  pass. 

Report  accepted  and  the  question  came  on  the 
passage  of  the  order.  The  clerk  called  the  roll. 
Whole  number  of  ballots  cast,  16;  yeas  16  and  the 
order  passed. 

Yeas — Councilors  Bryan,  Cantwell,  Chase, 
Coffey,  Fish,  Hannon,  Hurley,  Keenan,  Kelly, 
Kinsella,  Lane,  Linehan,  Madden,  Russo,  Scannell, 
Sullivan — 16. 

5.  On  the  message  of  the  Mayor  and  order  (re- 
ferred this  date)  appropriating  $75,000  for  the 
sales  of  city  property  and  on  the  order  (referred 
this  date)  appropriating  $5,400  income  for  the 
City  Record — recommending  that  the  orders  ought 
to  pass. 

Coun.  HURLEY— Mr.  President,  what  is  that 
on? 

(The  clerk  read  the  orders.) 

Report  accepted  and  the  question  came  on  the 
passage  of  the  orders.  The  clerk  called  the  roll. 
Whole  number  of  ballots  cast,  16;  yeas  16  and  the 
orders  passed. 

Yeas — Councilors  Bryan,  Cantwell,  Chase, 
Coffey,  Fish,  Hannon,  Hurley,  Keenan,  Kelly, 
Kinsella,  Lane,  Linehan,  Madden,  Russo,  Scannell, 
Sullivan — 16. 

6.  On  the  message  of  the  Mayor  and  order  (re- 
ferred November  12)  for  the  sale  of  land  at  Chest- 
nut Hill  avenue — recommending  that  the  order 
ought  to  pass. 

Report  accepted.  The  question  came  on  the 
passage  of  the  order. 

Coun.  MADDEN— Mr.  President,  I  move  that 
it  be  tabled. 

Motion  carried  and  the  order  was  tabled. 


Adjourned  at  7.45  p.  m.,  on  motion  of  Councilor 
Coffey,  to  meet  on  Monday,  December  30,  at  2 
p.  m. 
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Proceedings  of  City  Council. 


Monday,  December  30,  1946. 

Regular  meeting  of  the  City  Council  held  in  the 
Council  Chamber,  City  Hall,  at  2  p.  m.,  President 
KELLY  in  the  chair,  and  all  the  members  present. 

The  meeting  was  opened  with  the  salute  to  the 
Flag. 


VETO   OF   LOAN   FOR   HOSPITAL 
BUILDINGS,   LONG    ISLAND. 
The  following  was  received : 

City  of  Boston, 
Office  of  the  Mayor,  December  30,  1940. 
To  the  City  Council. 

Gentlemen, — I  return  herewith,  without  my 
signature  and  disapproved,  the  order  adopted  by 
your  Honorable  Body  on  December  26,  1946,  for 
loan  of  $1,000,000  for  hospital  buildings,  Long 
Island.  Because  there  is  not  sufficient  time  in 
this  financial  year  to  make  such  loan  effective, 
I  am  constrained  to  take  this  action. 

Sometime  during  1947,  and  after  further  studies 
are  made  concerning  the  Long   Island  situation, 
I  will  again  present  a  loan  order  for  improvements 
at  Long  Island  to  your  Honorable  Body. 
Respectfully, 
James  M.  Cubley,  Mayor. 
Placed  on  file. 


PAINTING   OF  WHITE   STRIPES   ON 
HIGHWAYS. 

The  following  was  received : 

City  of  Boston, 
Office  of  the  Mayor,  December  28,  1946. 
To  the  City  Council. 

Gentlemen, — I  transmit  herewith  communica- 
tion from  the  Traffic  Commissioner,  relative  to 
your  order  of  November  27,  1946,  concerning  the 
painting  of  a  white  stripe  in  the  center  of  every 
principal  highway  in  the  City  of  Boston.  . 

Respectfully, 
James  M.  Curley,  Mayor. 

City  of  Boston, 
Traffic  Commission,  December  16,  1946. 
Hon.  James  M.  Curley, 

Mayor  of  Boston. 

Dear  Mr.  Mayor, — This  is  in  reply  to  blue  memo 
dated  November  27,  1946,  from  J.  Joseph  Connors, 
Chief  Clerk,  requiring  consideration  and  report  on 
Council  order  dated  November  18,  1946,  request- 
ing the  Traffic  Commission  to  paint  a  white  stripe 
in  the  center  of  each  and  every  principal  highway 
in  the  City  of  Boston  at  the  first  available 
opportunity. 

Our  highway  painting  program  is,  of  necessity, 
a  seasonal  project  and  it  has  been  concluded  for 
this  year.  In  accordance  with  our  usual  pro- 
cedure it  will  be  resumed  on  next  April.  The 
program  contemplates  the  painting  of  center  .lines 
on  all  main  arteries. 

In  recent  years  we  have  not  been  able  to  achieve 
this  objective  because  of  our  inability  to  secure 
sufficient  quality  paint  or  sufficient  temporary 
labor.  We  are  hopeful  that  conditions  will  permit 
completing  the  program  during  1947. 
Respectfully, 
William  P.  Hickey,  Commissioner. 

Placed  on  file. 


INSTALLATION  OF  PUBLIC  TELEPHONE 
BOOTHS  IN  HOSPITAL  BUILDINGS. 

The  following  was  received : 

City  of  Boston, 
Office  of  the  Mayor,  December  28,  1946. 
To  the  City  Council. 

Gentlemen, — I   transmit   herewith    communica- 
tion from  the  Boston  City  Hospital,  in  reply  to 


your  order  dated  December  2,   1946,   relative  to 
the    installation    of  public  telephone    booths    in 
various  buildings  of  the  City  Hospital. 
Respectfully, 
James  M.  Curley,  Mayor. 

City  of  Boston, 
Hospital  Department,  December  13,  1946. 
Hon.  James  M.  Curley, 

Mayor  of  Boston. 
Dear  Mr.  Mayor, — At  a  meeting  of  the  Board 
of  Trustees  held  today,  the  following  order  of  the 
City  Council  was  presented: 

Ordered,  That  his  Honor  the  Mayor  confer 
with  the  Trustees  of  the  Boston  City  Hospital 
relative  to  the  installation  of  public  telephone 
booths  in  the  various  buildings  of  the  City  Hos- 
pital, particularly  those  which  are  far  removed 
from  the  main  entrance  of  the  hospital. 

The  Trustees  will  communicate  with  the  Tele- 
phone Company  and  will  arrange  to  have  telephone 
booths  installed  in  the  various  buildings  at  the 
hospital. 

Sincerely  yours, 
James  W.  Manary,  Superintendent. 
Placed  on  file. 


PARKING   FACILITIES  FOR  HOSPITAL 

VISITORS. 
The  following  was  received: 

City  of  Boston, 
Office  of  the  Mayor,  December  28,  1946. 
To  the  City  Council. 

Gentlemen, — I   transmit   herewith    communica- 
tion from  the  Boston  City  Hospital,  in  reply  to 
your  order  dated   December  2,    1946,   concerning 
proper  parking  facilities  for  visitors  at  the  Hospital. 
Respectfully, 
James  M.  Curley,  Mayor. 

City  of  Boston, 
Hospital  Department,  December  13,  1946. 
Hon.  James  M.  Curley, 

Mayor  of  Boston. 
Dear  Mr.  Mayor, — At  a  meeting  of  the  Board 
of  Trustees  held  today,  the  following  order  of  the 
City  Council  was  presented: 

Ordered,  That  his  Honor  the  Mayor  direct  the 
Trustees  of  the  Boston  City  Hospital  to  provide 
proper  parking  facilities  for  those  people  who  are 
visiting  patients  in  the  hospital  and  confer  with 
the  Boston  Housing  Authority  relative  to  the  use 
of  the  vacant  land  on  Harrison  avenue,  the  property 
of  the  Housing  Authority,  for  a  hospital  parking- 
lot. 

The  trustees  will  confer  with  the  Housing 
Authority  concerning  this  matter. 

Sincerely  yours, 
James  W.  Manary,  Superintendent. 
Placed  on  file. 


IMMEDIATE   CONSTRUCTION   OF 
HOUSING   PROJECTS. 

The  following  was  received: 

City  of  Boston, 
Office  of  the  Mayor,  December  30,  1946. 
To  the  City  Council. 

Gentlemen, — I  beg  to  state  in  reply  to  the  order 
adopted  by  your  Honorable  Body,  dated  Decem- 
ber 26,   1946,  that  I  shall  be  most  pleased  to  do 
everything  possible  to  further  the  immediate  con- 
struction   of    the    housing    development    at    the 
Cathedral  and  also  the  South  Boston  sites. 
Sincerely, 
James  M.  Curley,  Mayor. 
Placed  on  file. 


TRAFFIC    LIGHTS   ON   MORTON   STREET. 
The  following  was  received: 

City  of  Boston, 
Office  of  the  Mayor,  December  28,  1946. 
To  the  City  Council. 

Gentlemen, — I  transmit  herewith  communica- 
tion from  the  Traffic  Commissioner,  in  reply  to 
your  order  dated  December  9,  1946,  concerning 
the  installation  of  traffic  lights  on  Morton  street 
near  Harvard  street  and  Courtland  road. 
Respectfully, 
James  M.  Curley,  Mayor. 
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City  of  Boston, 
Traffic  Commission,  December  20,  l'J40. 
Hon.  James  M.  Curley, 

Mayor  of  Boston. 
Dear    Mr.    Mayor, — This    is    to    acknowledge 
receipt  of  Council  order  dated  December  9,  1946, 
which  reads  as  follows: 

Ordered,  That  the  Traffic  Commission  be 
requested  by  his  Honor  the  Mayor,  to  install 
traffic  lights  on  Morton  street  near  Harvard 
street  and  Courtland  road. 

There  are  no  funds  available  for  the  installation 
of  traffic  lights. 

Very  truly  yours, 
William  P.  Hickey,  Commissioner. 
Placed  on  file. 


TRAFFIC  LIGHTS,  WARD  22. 
The  following  was  received: 

City  of  Boston, 
Office  of  the  Mayor,  December  28,  1946. 
To  the  City  Council. 

Gentlemen, — I  transmit  herewith  communica- 
tion from  the  Traffic  Commissioner,  in  reply  to 
your  order  dated  December  9,  1946,  concerning 
the  installation  of  traffic  lights  at  the  junction  of 
Western  avenue  and  Everett  street,  Ward  22. 
Respectfully, 
James  M.  Curley,  Mayor. 

City  of  Boston, 
Traffic  Commission,  December  26,  1946. 
Hon.  James  M.  Curley, 

Mayor  of  Boston. 
Dear    Mr.    Mayor, — This    is    to    acknowledge 
receipt  of  Council  order  dated  December  9,  1946, 
which  reads  as  follows:  . 

Ordered,  That  the  Traffic  Commission  be 
requested,  through  his  Honor  the  Mayor,  to 
install  traffic  lights  at  the  junction  of  Western 
avenue  and  Everett  street,  Ward  22. 

There  are  no  funds  available  for  the  installation 
of  traffic  lights  at  the  present  time. 

Very  truly  yours, 
William  P.  Hickey,  Commissioner. 
Placed  on  file. 


APPOINTMENT   BY   THE   MAYOR. 

Subject  to  confirmation  by  the  Council  the 
Mayor  submitted  the  following  appointment,  viz.: 

Thomas  Joseph  Riley,  17  Mt.  Vernon  street, 
Charlestown,  as  Constable  for  term  ending  April  30, 
1947,  authorized  to  serve  civil  process  upon  filing 
of  bond. 


SALARIES   OF   DEPARTMENT   HEADS, 
MEMBERS   OF   BOARDS,   ETC. 

The  following  was  received: 

City  of  Boston, 
Office  of  the  Mayor,  December  30,  1946. 
To  the  City  Council. 

Gentlemen, — I  submit  herewith  a  proposed 
ordinance,  similar  to  the  one  recently  submitted 
and  rejected  by  your  Body,  adjusting  salaries  of 
department  heads,  members  of  boards  and  other 
miscellaneous  officials  or  employees  whose  salaries 
are  regulated  by  ordinance. 

The  ordinance,  as  proposed,  accomplishes  the 
following: 

1.  Restores  to  the  1938  level  the  salaries  of 
department  heads  and  members  of  boards,  reduced 
in  that  year. 

2.  Increases,  beyond  the  1938  level,  certain 
salaries  for  positions  of  wide  responsibility,  thus 
providing  a  more  equitable  salary  for  these  highly 
important  positions. 

3.  Establishes  for  positions  other  than  depart- 
ments heads  or  members  of  boards  an  increase  simi- 
lar to  that  provided  for  all  other  city  employees. 

The  annual  cost  for  the  increases  proposed  in 
the  accompanying  ordinance  is  approximately 
S30.000  for  department  officials  and  members  of 
boards;  and  approximately  $15,000  for  all  others 
specified  in  the  ordinance. 

I  strongly  urge  the  passage  of  this  ordinance  at 
your  meeting  today,  so  that  it  may  go  in  effect  on 
January  1,  1947,  at  the  same  time  all  other 
adjustments  are  being  made. 

In  my  opinion,  the  proposed  ordinance  changes 
are  sound  and  justifiable.  It  is  important  that 
department   officials   be   compensated   with  some 


degree  of  fairness  for  the  measure  of  duties  and 
responsibilities  assumed.  Present  rates  are  far 
below  the  level  which  should  attract  and  hold 
competent  officials.  The  passage  of  this  ordi- 
nance will  not  only  restore  previous  reductions 
and  provide  a  cost-of-living  adjustment,  but  it 
will  also  establish  a  balanced  rate  of  compensation 
for  department  officials  which  should  stand  for 
some  time  to  come. 

I  recommend  prompt  passage  of  the  proposed 
ordinance  by  your  Honorable  Body. 

Respectfully, 
James  M.  Curley,  Mayor. 

City  of  Boston, 
In   the   Year   Nineteen   Hundred   and   Forty-Six. 


An  Ordinance  Concerning  Salaries  of  Officers  and 
Boards. 

Be  it  ordained  by  the  City  Council  of  Boston,  as 
follows: 

Section  five  of  chapter  three  of  the  Revised  Or- 
dinances of  1925,  as  amended,  is  hereby  further 
amended  by  striking  out  the  whole  of  said  section 
and  inserting  in  place  thereof  the  following: 

Section  5.  The  following-named  officers  shall, 
while  in  the  service  of  the  city,  receive  the  following 
salaries  yearly,  and  proportionally  for  any  portion 
of  the  year,  which  shall,  unless  otherwise  provided 
by  ordinance,  be  in  full  for  all  services  which  such 
officers  are  authorized  or  required  by  statute  or 
ordinance  to  perform,  and  shall  be  subject  to  the 
deduction  of  any  and  all  sums  .due  *°  the  city  from 
such  officers.    They  shall  receive  as  such  salaries : 

The  mayor,  twenty  thousand  dollars. 

The  members  of  the  city  council,  two  thousand 
dollars  each. 

The  assessors,  the  chairman,  seven  thousand  five 
hundred  dollars;  each  of  the  four  principal  assessors, 
six  thousand  dollars;  each  of  the  five  deputy 
assessors,  fifty-five  hundred  dollars;  each  first 
assistant  assessor,  eleven  hundred  and  fifty  dollars 
for  street  work  and  preparation  therefor,  and  eleven 
hundred  and  fifty  dollars  for  services  on  dooming 
board  and  work  on  abatements  and  investigations. 

The  budget  commissioner,  seven  thousand  dol- 
lars. 

The  building  comimssioner,  eighty-five  hundred 
dollars. 

The  city  auditor,  auditor,  seven  thousand  nine 
hundred  and  twenty  dollars;  secretary  of  sinking 
funds  commissioners,  seven  hundred  dollars; 
county  auditor,  eight  hundred  and  eighty  dollars. 
Total,  ninety-five  hundred  dollars. 

The  city  clerk,  seventy-five  hundred  dollars,  and 
the  assistant  city  clerk,  not  more  than  fifty-five 
hundred  dollars. 

The  city  collector,  eight  thousand  dollars. 

The  city  registrar,  six  thousand  dollars. 

The  city  treasurer,  treasurer,  sixty-five  hundred 
dollars;  treasurer  of  sinking  funds  commissioners, 
seven  hundred  dollars;  county  treasurer,  eight 
hundred  and  eighty  dollars.  Total,  eight  thousand 
and  eighty  dollars. 

The  corporation  counsel,  ten  thousand  dollars. 

The  election  commissioners,  the  chairman,  seven 
thousand  dollars,  the  other  three  commissioners 
each  six  thousand  dollars. 

The  fire  commissioner,  nine  thousand  dollars. 

The  health  commissioner,  seventy-five  hundred 
dollars. 

The  institutions  commissioner,  seventy-five 
hundred  dollars. 

The  park  commissioners,  the  chairman,  eight 
thousand  dollars. 

The  penal  institutions  commissioner,  sixty-five 
hundred  dollars. 

The  public  works  commissioner,  nine  thousand 
dollars;  the  engineer  in  charge  of  the  water  division 
not  more  than  seventy-two  hundred  dollars,  and 
the  engineers  in  charge  of  the  other  divisions,  each 
not  more  than  sixty-five  hundred  dollars. 

The  sealer  of  weights  and  measures,  five  thousand 
dollars;  the  chief  deputy  sealer,  such  salary,  not 
exceeding  thirty-two  hundred  dollars,  and  the  other 
deputy  sealers  such  salary  not  exceeding  three 
thousand  dollars,  as  may  be  fixed  by  the  sealer  of 
weights  and  measures  with  the  approval  of  the 
Mayor. 

The  soldiers'  relief  commissioner  (director  of 
veterans'  services)  sixty-five  hundred  dollars. 

The  statistics  trustees,  the  chairman  four  thou- 
sand dollars. 
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The  street  commissioners,  the  chairman,  seven 
thousand  dollars,  and  the  other  two  commissioners 
each  six  thousand  dollars. 

The  superintendent  of  printing,  seventy-five 
hundred  dollars. 

The  superintendent  of  public  buildings,  sixty-five 
hundred  dollars. 

The  superintendent  of  supplies,  seventy-five 
hundred  dollars. 

The  traffic  commissioners,  the  chairman,  seventy- 
five  hundred  dollars. 

The  transit  commissioners,  the  chairman,  nine 
thousand  dollars,  and  the  other  two  commissioners, 
each,  seventy-five  hundred  dollars. 

The  officers  connected  with  the  city  council: 
the  clerk  of  committees,  six  thousand  dollars;  the 
assistant  clerk  of  committees,  forty-four  hundred 
dollars;  two  stenographer-clerks,  each,  twenty- 
eight  hundred  and  fifty  dollars;  the  city  messenger, 
six  thousand  dollars;  the  first  assistant  city  messen- 
ger, thirty-eight  hundred  and  fifty  dollars;  the 
second  assistant  city  messenger,  twenty-eight 
hundred  and  fifty  dollars;  two  stenographer-clerks, 
each  twenty-five  hundred  and  fifty  dollars;  the 
document  man,  thirty-three  hundred  and  fifty 
dollars;  the  assistant  document  man,  twenty-five 
hundred  and  fifty  dollars. 

Referred  to  Executive  Committee. 


PETITIONS   REFERRED. 

The  following  petitions  were  received  and  re- 
ferred to  the  committees  named,  viz.: 

Claims. 

C.  Campagna,  for  compensation  for  damage  to 
property  at  56  Salem  street,  caused  by  city  truck. 

Innamorati  Brothers,  for  compensation  for  dam- 
age to  property  at  15  Coventry  street,  caused  by 
break  in  water  main. 

Hilda  Kallstrand,  for  compensation  for  injuries 
caused  by  an  alleged  defect  in  Public  Garden. 

Magic  Tape  Company,  for  compensation  for 
damage  to  car  by  city  truck. 

Sylvia  B.  Spivack,  for  compensation  for  damage 
to  property  at  1-3  Taber  street,  caused  by  city 
truck. 


COMMITTEE   ON   LICENSES. 

Petition  of  Ida  J.  Scheider  for  driveway  opening 
at  612  Rutherford  avenue. 


PERMITS  FOR  CHILDREN. 

Petition  for  children  under  fifteen  years  of  age  to 
appear  at  places  of  public  amusement,  viz.: 

Tributary  Theatre,  at  New  England  Mutual 
Hall,  January  11,  17,  and  18,  1947. 

Permit  granted  under  usual  conditions. 


APPOINTMENT   OF 
TIMOTHY   J.   CALLAHAN. 

Notice  was  received  from  the  Board  of  Assessors 
of  appointment  of  Timothy  J.  Callahan,  56  Burnett 
street,  Jamaica  Plain,  as  First  Assistant  Assessor 
as  of  October  1,  1946  (approved  by  the  Mayor, 
September  23,  1946);  appointment  subject  to  pro- 
motional examination  by  Civil  Service  Division 
which  notified  Assessing  Department  under  date  of 
December  20,  1946,  that  Mr.  Callahan  is  now  a 
qualified,  permanent  and  regular  First  Assistant 
Assessor  of  department. 

Placed  on  file. 


APPOINTMENT   BY   THE   MAYOR. 

Notice  was  received  from  the  Mayor  of  the 
following  appointment,  viz.: 

William  J.  Campbell,  20  Nottingham  street, 
Dorchester,  member  of  Board  of  Trustees,  Statis- 
tical Department,  for  term  ending  April  30,  1951, 
vice  Lawrence  W.  Costello,  resigned. 

Placed  on  file. 


DESIGNATION   OF   CHAIRMAN, 
STATISTICS    TRUSTEES. 

Notice  was  received  from  the  Mayor  of  designa- 
tion of  William  J.  Campbell,  20  Nottingham 
street,  Dorchester,  to  be  chairman  of  Board  of 
Trustees,  Statistical  Department,  for  term  ending 
April  30,  1951. 

Placed  on  file. 


RE-ELECTION     OF     COMMISSIONER     OF 
SCHOOL   BUILDINGS. 

Notice  was  received  from  the  School  Committee 
of  re-election  on  December  17,  1946,  of  Robert  A. 
MaeLellan  as  Commissioner  of  School  Buildings 
for  term  of  three  years  ending  December  1,  1949. 

Placed  on  file. 


HEARING      BEFORE      DEPARTMENT     OF 
PUBLIC   UTILITIES. 

Notice  was  received  from  the  Department  of 
Public  Utilities  of  hearing  to  be  held  January  9, 
1947,  at  10.30  a.  m.,  on  petition  of  Boston  Elevated 
Railway  Company  to  use  portion  of  Devonshire 
street  entrance  to  Milk  Street  Station  of  Washing- 
ton Street  Tunnel  for  two  storage  rooms. 

Placed  on  file. 


BOND   OF   JOHN   J.    MAHONEY. 

The  bond  of  Maryland  Casualty  Company  on 
behalf  of  John  J.  Mahoney,  Second  Assistant 
Register  of  Deeds,  was  received  and  approved. 


CONFIRMATION   ON   MAYOR'S   APPOINT- 
MENTS. 

Report  on  appointment  by  the  Mayor  (referred 
December  16)  of  David  J.  Brickley  to  be  Director 
of  Veterans'  Services  for  term  ending  April  30, 
1950 — recommending  confirmation  of  appointment. 

Report  on  appointment  by  the  Mayor  (referred 
December  16)  of  George  T.  Sullivan  to  be  Assistant 
Director,  Veterans'  Services — recommending  that 
appointment  be  confirmed. 

Report  on  appointments  by  the  Mayor  of 
George  J.  Devin  and  Thomas  J.  Sheehan  to  be 
Deputy  Directors  of  Veterans'  Services — recom- 
mending that  appointments  be  confirmed. 

The  reports  were  accepted,  and  the  appoint- 
ments were  confirmed,  yeas  17,  nays  0: 

Yeas — Councilors  Bryan,  Carey,  Chase,  Coffey, 
Cook,  Fish,  Hannon,  Keenan,  Kelly,  Kinsella, 
Lane,  Linehan,  Madden,  McCormack,  Russo, 
Scannell,  Sullivan — 17. 

Nays— 0. 


REPORT   OF   COMMITTEE   ON   LICENSES. 

Coun.  SCANNELL,  for  the  Committee  on 
Licenses,  submitted  the  following: 

Report  on  petition  of  Thorgen  Realty,  Inc.,  by 
Max  Nigrosh,  for  driveway  opening  at  15  Rusfield 
street — that  permit  be  granted. 

Report  accepted;  permit  granted  under  usual 
conditions. 


INCREASE  OF  CERTAIN  POLICE  DEPART- 
MENT  PENSIONS. 

Coun.  MADDEN  offered  the  following: 
Ordered,  That  his  Honor  the  Mayor  be  requested 
to  increase  the  pension  of  retired  non-contributory 
members  of  the  Boston  Police  Department  to  an 
amount  equal  to  one-half  of  the  1947  salary  of  a 
member  of  the  department  holding  the  same  rank 
as  the  retired  man. 

Coun.  MADDEN — Mr.  President  and  gentle- 
men, I  have  received  a  letter  today  from  Mr. 
George  Farrell,  former  police  inspector  and  a 
gentleman  I  have  known  for  a  great  many  years. 
Much  of  what  Mr.  Farrell  has  to  say  in  his  letter 
is  familiar  to  you  gentlemen.  However,  I  would 
like  to  read  the  letter: 
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"Dear  Councilor, — We,  the  undersigned  com- 
mittee of  the  retired  members  of  the  Police  Depart- 
ment, under  the  non-contributory  pension, 
respectfully  request  that  you  present  the  following 
petition  to  the  City  Council  and  his  Honor, 
Mayor  James  M.  Curley. 

'That  the  retired  members  of  the  Boston 
Police  Department,  under  the  non-contrib- 
utory system,  receive  a  pension  equal  to 
one-half  the  pay  of  the  police  of  the  City  of 
Boston,  on  and  after  January  1,  1947.' 

"The  principal  reason  for  a  pension  equal  to 
one-half  the  pay  of  the  police  on  and  after  January 
1,  1947,  is  due  to  the  high  cost  of  living.  It  is 
absolutely  impossible  to  make  ends  meet  on  the 
present  pension  pay.  A  great  many  of  the  men  on 
pension  joined  the  force  in  the  nineties.  A  large 
number  are  over  eighty  years  old.  The  rest  are 
in  the  seventies,  or  within  a  year  or  two  of  seventy. 

"Previous  to  1908,  the  men  worked  every  day 
in  the  year,  not  excepting  Christmas  Day.  Extra 
hours  were  worked  on  holidays  and  on  many  other 
occasions  without  receiving  any  extra  pay  for  such 
work.  The  pay  for  a  beginner  was  $2  a  day  until 
such  time  as  he  was  made  a  regular  patrolman. 
Then  he  received  81,000  for  the  first  year,  $1,100 
the  second,  and  $1,200  the  third  year.  About 
1914,  they  were  raised  to  $1,400  until  the  'police 
strike'  in  1919. 

"Due  to  the  advanced  age  of  the  pensioners 
under  the  non-contributory  pension  system,  it  is 
fair  to  say  that  they  will  be  on  the  pay  roll  but  a 
few  years,  then  they  will  be  entirely  out  of  the 
picture. 

"The  force  is  now  practically  on  the  contributory 
system. 

"Police  Commissioner  Sullivan  is  heartily  in 
accord  with  the  pensioned  men  receiving  pay 
equal  to  one-half  the  amount  of  pay  of  the  police 
of  the  City  of  Boston,  on  and  after  January  1,  1947. 
He  said  he  would  be  pleased  to  appear  before  the 
Legislature  and  recommend  a  bill  drawn  along  the 
lines  of  the  present  petition. 

"We  hope,  in  view  of  all  the  facts  and  circum- 
stances, that  his  Honor,  Mayor  Curley,  and  the 
Honorable  Councilors  act  favorably  on  our 
petition." 

I  don't  think  it  is  necessary  to  say  much  more 
than  Mr.  Farrell  has  said.  Few,  if  any,  men 
can  live  on  the  pension  that  they  received  10  or 
15  or  20  years  ago  —  the  cost  of  living  has  gone 
up  so  much.  I  think  the  Council  would  do  well 
to  pass  this  order. 

The  order  was  passed  under  suspension  of  the 
rule. 


COLLECTION  OF  GARBAGE  AND  REFUSE , 

Coun.  MADDEN  offered  the  following: 
Ordered,  That  his  Honor  the  Mayor  immediately 
relieve  Robert  P.  Curley  from  his  duties  as  Public 
Works  Commissioner,  for  deceit,  deception  and 
dishonesty  and  that  all  refuse  contracts  now  in 
existence  be  arrested  and  inquired  into;  that 
henceforth  all  refuse  work  be  offered  to  the  lowest 
bidder  and  that  present  garbage  disposal  districts 
be  broken  up  into  smaller  districts  capable  of 
being  handled  by  one  truck  and  crew  and  that  the 
city  enter  into  separate  contracts  with  farmers 
for  the  purchase  of  swill. 

Coun.  MADDEN — Gentlemen,  this  has  reached 
the  point  where  I  think  we  have  to  take  some 
strong  action.  I  have  been  battling  this  same 
thing,  as  you  know,  all  year  and  apparently  have 
not  gotten  very  far  and,  lest  I  be  quoted  incor- 
rectly, I  intend  to  follow  my  notes  very  carefully. 
I  think  there  is  much  information  here  that  would 
interest  a  lot  of  you  gentlemen.  First,  I  wish  to 
take  this  opportunity  to  compliment  the  Public 
Works  Commissioner  for  his  intense  devotion  to 
and  loyalty.for  the  contractors'  monopoly  of  Boston 
—  and  the  thoroughness  with  which  he  seeks 
additional  and  more  lucrative  sources  of  revenue 
for  them.  If  Mr.  Curley  ever  took  any  oath  to 
support  and  defend  the  people's  interest  in  the 
City  of  Boston,  it  obviously  don't  bother  him. 
He  is  seemingly  bereft  of  principle  and  gifted  with 
an  elastic  conscience.  During  his  entire  tenure 
in  office  he  has  obviously  been  concerned  only  with 
perpetuating  the  contractors'  monopoly  and 
siphoning  as  much  money  out  of  the  City  Treasury 
into  their  pockets  as  is  possible.  Thank  God, 
the  contractors  have  not  been  able  to  buy  or  bribe 
Henry    Brennan.     This    latest    attempt    of    the 


Public  Works  Commissioner  to  ravish  the  City 
Treasury  is  a  classic  and  it  suggests  that  there  is 
nothing  more  ludicrous  than  a  sanctimonious  con 
man  trying  to  justify  his  thievery.  The  Public 
Works  Commissioner  does  not  ask  that  the  faith- 
ful and  badly  underpaid  men  in  his  department 
be  given  decent  living  wages,  but  he  supinely  asks 
the  Mayor  to  sanction  his  latest  vicious  abuse  of 
authority  with  a  ridiculous  line  of  double  talk, 
at  which  he  is  a  master. 

In  a  letter  to  the  Mayor  dated  December  12, 
1946,  the  Public  Works  Commissioner  recom- 
mends that  the  merchants  and  storekeepers  be 
slugged  9  cents  more  per  barrel  for  commercial 
waste,  and  instead  of  paying  11  cents,  which  is 
the  current  price,  he  recommends  that  the  price 
be  jacked  up  to  20  cents.  He  makes  no  suggestion 
that  the  merchants  be  given  their  day  in  court 
and  allowed  a  hearing  on  the  matter.  Next  he 
suggests  that  there  are  so  many  people  soliciting 
this  work  that  he  recommends  that  the  fee  be 
jacked  up  from  $5,  which  is  the  present  fee,  to 
$25  per  truck.  This,  says  Mr.  "C,"  would  "be 
an  additional  income  for  the  city."  Then  he 
forgets  all  about  the  city  and  turns  around  and 
asks  that  the  monopoly  now  handling  refuse  dis- 
posal work  be  granted  an  18  per  cent  increase  and 
the  snow  removal  contractors  get  30  per  cent 
more  for  their  labors.  Then,  despite  the  fact  that 
he  admits  that  there  is  a  great  demand  for  this 
work  and  the  truck  fee  be  jacked  up  to  $25,  he 
turns  around  and  wants  to  discriminate  against 
the  small  truckers  after  clipping  them  for  $25 
and  says,  "I  have  my  doubts  that  any  lower 
prices  would  be  received  (for  ash  and  snow  re- 
moval) by  inviting  public  bids.  For  that  reason, 
nothing  in  my  opinion  would  be  gained  if  we 
advertise  for  proposals."  Gentlemen,  that's  a 
masterpiece  of  hypocrisy  and  duplicity. 

When  this  contemptible  puppet  tries  to  tell  me 
that  the  men  who  tore  down  mountains  and  built 
runways  in  a  week;  built  trails  through  the 
worst  jungles  in  the  world;  braved  the  positive 
murder  of  beach  heads  and  flew  through  miles 
and  miles  of  ack-ack  curtains,  can't  juggle  an  ash 
barrel,  shovel  snow  or  operate  a  snowplow,  that's 
too  much  for  me  to  stomach.  I  don't  know  where 
the  Public  Works  Commissioner  was  when  the 
millions  of  brave  and  courageous  kids  of  this 
nation  were  sweating  their  hearts  out  to  save 
our  institutions  and  hallowed  traditions,  but  I'll 
tell  you  one  thing,  Mr.  Commissioner,  there's 
damn  little  they  can't  do,  if  given  a  fighting 
chance.  And  how  about  the  millions  of  patriotic 
men  who  couldn't  be  veterans,  yet  built  vast 
fleets  of  ships,  trucks,  planes  and  tanks?  Do  you 
mean  to  tell  me,  Mr.  Commissioner,  that  these 
men  lack  the  intelligence  to  juggle  an  ash  barrel 
or  shovel  snow? 

No,  gentlemen,  I'm  sure  the  Public  Works 
puppet  knows  better,  but  as  aforesaid,  has  resorted 
to  this  feeble  and  ludicrous  subterfuge  to  throw  a 
smoke  screen  over  his  brazen  attempt  to  create 
an  impregnable  contractors'  monopoly.  I  don't 
know  how  the  Public  Works  puppet  ever  got  into 
City  Hall,  but  I  do  know  that  I  was  elected  by 
the  good  people  of  Brighton,  on  my  promise  to 
protect  their  interests  in  here  to  the  very  best  of 
my  ability.  I  intend  to  keep  my  promise,  gentle- 
men, and  give  my  constituents  something  more 
than  lip  service.  I've  been  having  a  lot  of  trouble 
keeping  that  promise,  because  the  Public  Works 
puppet  is  intent  on  dissipating  their  tax  blood 
money,  faster  than  the  Tax  Collector  can  bring 
it  in,  and  bitterly  resents  my  interference.  I  don't 
know  who  designed  the  Boston  City  Charter,  but 
I  can  tell  you  one  thing, —  it  wasn't  designed  to 
protect  the  taxpayers.  This  provision  of  the 
City  Charter  that  permits  the  letting  of  contracts 
of  less  than  a  year's  duration  without  competitive 
bids  is  a  deliberate  license  to  steal  and  a  honey 
for  unscrupulous  people  to  exploit  and  abuse. 
And  don't  think  it  isn't  being  abused.  In  1941 
the  cost  of  refuse  disposal  was  $415,248.  In  '42 
it  cost  $580,668;  in  '43  it  cost  $996,935;  in  '44 
it  climbed  to  $1,096,280;  in  '45  it  jumped  to 
$1,155,688;  in  the  closing  days  of  the  Kerrigan 
administration  these  phoney  private  contracts 
soared  to  $1,267,003,  which  of  course  was  the  '46 
figure,  and  now  the  Public  Works  puppet,  while 
technically  within  the  law,  wants  the  pay-off  to 
be  $1,623,024  for  '47,  and  if  he  had  the  guts, 
gentlemen,  there's  nothing  to  prevent  him  under 
this  legal  loophole  from  giving  each  of  his  pet 
contractors  a  million  or  two  apiece,—  while  freez- 
ing independent  contractors  out  of  the  bonanza 
monopoly. 
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You  will  recall  some  time  ago,  that  I  introduced 
an  order  in  here  to  see  if  we  couldn't  pry  into  and 
break  up  these  contracts,  by  making  separate  con- 
tracts with  farmers  to  pick  up  the  swill.  The 
contractors  flatly  refused  to  dignify  the  Council 
by  their  presence  and  while  the  Public  Works 
puppet  did  show  up,  he  was  very  hostile,  curt, 
evasive  and  uncooperative.  When  we  put  the 
pressure  on  him  for  facts  and  figures,  he  sought 
refuge  in  a  smug  air  of  injured  innocence.  He 
admitted  that  existing  contracts  pay  the  con- 
tractors for  swill  removal  and  admitted  that  he 
knew  that  various,  if  not  all,  contractors,  were 
subletting  the  privilege  of  picking  up  the  swill  to 
various  farmers  and  that  the  farmers  were  paying 
the  contractors,  who  were  making  no  attempt  to 
rebate  the  city.  He  opposed  the  idea  of  the  city 
selling  the  swill  to  farmers;  opposed  any  disturb- 
ance of  existing  contracts  and  refused  to  divulge 
any  information. 

Thus,  since  the  Public  Works  puppet  is  so  re- 
luctant to  give  out  facts  and  figures,  I  went  to  the 
trouble  of  digging  some  up  myself.  You  under- 
stand that  the  $1,267,063  that"  the  Public  Works 
Commissioner  is  currently  paying  the  9  favored 
contractors  is  just  a  part  of  the  actual  refuse  dis- 
posal costs  to  the  city.  There  are  several  other 
refuse  disposal  districts  handling  this  work, 
manned  by  city  trucks  and  men.  And  the  strange 
and  silent  fact  about  this  is  that  city-manned  dis- 
tricts only  cost  the  city  a  fraction  of  that  being 
paid  in  comparable  districts,  manned  by  con- 
tractors. The  Lord  only  knows  what  the  mer- 
chants and  storekeepers  have  to  pay  for  the 
removal  of  their  so-called  commercial  waste  and 
the  Lord  only  knows  what  the  farmers  pay  these 
same  contractors  for  the  swill  the  city  pays  them 
to  pick  up. 

If  you  divide  the  $1,267,063  that  the  city  is 
paying  the  contractors'  hierarchy  by  52,  you  will 
note  that  the  weekly  cost  of  refuse  disposal  work 
this  year  has  been  approximately  $24,365.  The 
hierarchy  are  using  some  34  trucks  in  the  9  con- 
tract districts,  an  average  of  less  than  4  each,  and 
that  each  truck  is  generally  manned  by  a  crew  of 
three  men.  The  total  number  of  men  daily  en- 
gaged in  this  work  averages  about  100.  The  men 
get  $1.10  a  hour.  Four  years  ago,  they  were  get- 
ting $1.00  an  hour.  Thus,  while  the  Public  Works 
Commissioner  uses  the  labor  argument  to  raise  the 
contractors'  take  400  per  cent  the  wages  have  only 
gone  up  10  per  cent.  Truck  prices  have  gone  up 
about  50  per  cent,  but  the  contractors  are  timid 
about  revealing  whether  or  not  they  have  had  to 
buy  any  new  equipment,  and  it  is  submitted  that 
if  and  when  they  do  put  on  new  trucks,  the  400, 
per  cent  increase  allowed  them  will  take  care  of 
the  matter  very  nicely.  Now,  let's  suppose  that 
each  laborer  works  a  full  48-hour  week  throughout 
the  year  —  which  you  know  they  don't  —  the 
total  cost  would  be  100  (men)  X  48  (hours)  X 
$1.10  an  hour,  or  approximately  $5,280  weekly 
labor  costs  to  the  contractors.  Deducting  this 
$5,280  from  the  $24,365  plus  the  contractors  are 
getting  each  week,  you  will  note  that  this  leaves 
them  approximately  $19,085  for  truck  hire.  If 
you  then  divide  the  $19,085  by  34  (trucks)  you 
get  the  astounding  figure  of  $561  paid  each  con- 
tractor, each  week  for  each  truck,  by  the  city  — 
to  say  nothing  about  the  additional  revenue  they 
get  from  merchants,  storekeepers  and  farmers. 

The  top  Public  Works  scale  for  trucks  is  $3.50 
an  hour  for  the  ordinary  hoi  polloi  and  this  in- 
cludes driver,  gas,  oil,  and  repairs.  Thus,  if  he 
puts  in  a  full  week  of  48  hours  he  gets  $126  com- 
pared to  the  $561  paid  the  monopoly  the  Public 
Works  Commissioner  wants  to  perpetuate.  If 
you  subtract  the  honest  scale  of  $126  from  $561 
you  see  that  the  hierarchy  gets  an  overpayment 
—  or  plain  graft  —  of  $435  a  week  a  truck.  If 
you  multiply  this  overpayment  by  34  trucks  by 
52  weeks  you  get  the  astounding  graft  of  $778,080 
paid  these  contractors  this  year.  Is  there  a  man 
in  the  world  who  wouldn't  be  tickled  to  death  to 
get  $561  a  week  for  his  truck?  Yet  the  Public 
Works  puppet  has  the  audacity  to  justify  his 
freezing  out  of  independent  contractors  by  saying 
"I  doubt  that  any  lower  prices  would  be  received 
by  inviting  public  bids.  For  that  reason,  nothing 
in  my  opinion  would  be  gained  if  we  should  adver- 
tise for  proposals;  only  the  monopoly  has  the 
ability  to  do  the  work."  Are  any  of  you  gentle- 
men so  naive  as  to  think  that  the  contractors' 
monopoly  are  whole  hog?  Is  any  one  so  naive  as 
to  think  that  the  contractors  are  not  cutting  this 
up  with  someone?  The  ease  and  simplicity  with 
which  the  Public  Works  Commissioner  connived 


to  clip  the  taxpayers  for  over  three-quarters  of  a 
million  dollars  in  '46  had  prompted  him  to  submit 
a  more  ambitious  program  for  '47,  whereby  the 
take  will  run  well  over  a  million.  At  the  same 
time  you  will  note  the  plaintive  suggestion  of  the 
Public  Works  Commissioner  that  all  of  this,  too, 
be  kept  in  the  family  by  denying  veterans  and  all 
others  the  right  to  bid  on  the  work.  The  refuse 
districts,  contractors,  trucks,  men  and  salaries  are 
the  same  for  '47.  Thus  if  we  break  down  the 
$1,623,024  the  Public  Works  Commissioner  is  in- 
tent on  slipping  the  hierarchy  in  '47  you  get  these 
fantastic  figures.  The  weekly  cost  will  run  to 
$31,212.  The  weekly  labor  cost  will  be  100  X  48 
X  $1.10,  or  $5,280.  Subtracting  this  labor  cost 
from  $31,212  you  get  $25,932,  and  by  dividing 
this  by  34  you  note  that  the  contractors  are  to 
get  $762  a  truck  a  week  for  '47.  Subtracting  the 
honest  weekly  scale  aforesaid  of  $126  you  note 
that  the  over-pay  graft  amounts  to  $636  a  week  a 
truck.  Now,  if  we  multiply  this  by  34  trucks  for  52 
weeks  ,'ou  see  that  the  con  men  and  contractors  or 
somebody  will  get  the  fabulous  graft  of  $1,124,448  " 
in  '47  for  this  work  alone.  Don't  ever  worry  about 
Robert  P.  Curley  winding  up  in  the  poorhouse. 
But  even  this  is  only  a  part  of  the  cream  the 
Public  Works  Commissioner  is  skimming  off  for 
the  contractors'  hierarchy.  You  recall  that  he  is 
also  intent  on  rigging  up  the  snow  removal  busi- 
ness at  30  per  cent  increase  for  them  exclusively 
and  on  top  of  that  I  think  you'll  find  that  this 
same  monopoly  have  received  countless  contracts 
these  past  years  of  less  than  $1,000  which,  like  the 
contracts  that  run  for  less  than  a  year,  are  handed 
out  without  bids. 

No  wonder  the  tax  rate  is  due  to  skyrocket  to 
$50  or  $55  (true  rate)  in  '47,  and  only  a  miracle 
can  keep  it  under  $60  in  '48.  The  City  Charter 
designers  also  left  a  second  beautiful  license  to 
steal.  That's  the  provision  that  contracts  that 
involve  less  than  $1,000  for  labor  and/or  materials 
don't  have  to  be  put  up  for  public  bids.  This  is  a 
very  hush-hush  institution  and  thus  only  the 
Lord  knows  how  many  of  these  contracts  have 
been  let  this  past  and  previous  years.  In  any 
event  the  poor  taxpayer  is  stuck  for  these,  and  I 
thought  in  fairness  to  him  and  the  Council,  that 
all  department  heads  submit  us  a  sworn  list  of 
these  contracts,  with  names  of  beneficiaries,  dates, 
amounts  and  for  what.  This  information  will  be 
enlightening  when  we  consider  department  head 
raises.  I  understand  one  department  head 
hasn't  let  a  contract  for  7  years  or  filed  a  report. 
That  is  rather  a  mess.  I  got  that  on  pretty  good 
authority  the  other  day  that  one  department 
head  who  has  been  buying  material  for  a  good 
many  years  has  yet  to  offer  any  of  the  materials 
for  bid,  but  hands  it  out  to  his  personal  friends. 
In  searching  for  some  report  on  that,  I  have  been 
informed  his  department  has  not  filed  an  annual 
report  for  seven  years.  Thus  I  have  another  order 
I  want  to  introduce  in  connection  with  that,  an 
order   which   reads  as  follows: 

Ordered,  That  in  view  of  the  fact  that  the 
councilors  are  currently  considering  pay  raises 
for  department  heads,  and  in  view  of  the  fact  that 
it  has  now  come  to  the  attention  of  the  Council 
that  certain  department  heads  have  been  handing 
out  promiscuously  contracts  for  less  than  a  thou- 
sand dollars,  now,  therefore, 

Be  it  ordered,  That  the  Council  defer  passing 
on  all  pay  raises  to  department  heads  until  each 
has  submitted  to  the  Council  a  statement  under 
oath  of  the  names  of  the  parties  receiving  such 
contracts  this  year  together  with  the  dates,  the 
amounts  involved,  and  the  work  and/or  material 
involved  in  the  contract. 

The  CHAIR — Is  that  a  new  order,  councilor? 

Coun.    MADDEN— Yes. 

The  CHAIR — Are  you  through  speaking  on 
this  order? 

Coun.  MADDEN— Not  yet. 

The  CHAIR— Count  ilor  Madden. 

Coun.  MADDEN — Gentlemen,  this  is  blood 
money.  It  represents  the  strained  resources  of  the 
small  home  owner  as  well  as  taxes  siphoned  from 
apartment  houses,  stores  and  buildings.  It's 
money  that's  being  stolen  from  your  friends  and 
my  friends;  your  constituents  and  my  constituents. 
It's  the  same  rotten  thievery  I've  been  yelling 
about  all  year.  No  city  or  business  can  stand 
this  graft,  and  I  can  assure  you  that  the  taxpayers 
will  get  some  relief  from  this  within  a  very  short 
A'hile.  A  ten-taxpayers'  suit  is  to  be  brought  in 
the  Equity  Session  of  the  Superior  Court  next 
week  and  any  citizen  or  attorney  who  wishes  to 
join  in  it  is  welcome.     When  this  happens,  it  will 
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mean  the  beginning  of  the  end  for  Boston's  present 
form  of  government, —  and  perhaps  it  will  be  a 
very  good  thing  for  the  taxpayers.  This  suit  is 
being  held  up  to  give  this  council  and  the  Mayor 
the  first  opportunity  to  clean  up  this  rotten  mess. 
Thus  1  ask  this  action  today. 

This  vicious  contractors'  dynasty  must  and  can 
be  broken  up,  and  the  best  way  to  break  it  up  is  to 
erect  several  incinerators  in  various  parts  of  the 
city.  In  this  way  small  contractors  would  be  able 
to  bid  on  the  work  and  not  worry  about  where  they 
are  going  to  dump.  As  matters  stand,  Coleman 
Brothers  and  others  apparently  control  all  dump 
sites  and  as  long  as  they  can  conspire  with  the 
Public  Works  puppet  to  stall  off  the  building  of 
incinerators,  the  cost  of  refuse  disposal  will  be 
abnormally  high.  In  the  meantime  and  inasmuch 
as  34  trucks  can  seemingly  handle  this  work,  I 
propose  that  instead  of  having  9  select  districts, 
we  break  the  monopoly  up  into  2  or  3  dozen 
districts  so  that  the  ordinary  little  fellow  with  a 
truck  and  couple  of  pals  can  bid  on  the  work. 
Then,  if  the  monopoly  refuses  to  let  these  small 
contractors  use  their  dumps,  there's  nothing  to 
prevent  the  Public  Health  Department  and  the 
Corporation  Counsel  from  taking  their  dumps  by 
right  of  eminent  domain.  Then,  too,  in  an 
emergency  there's  nothing  to  prevent  the  city 
from  buying  and  sequestering  tugs  and  barges. 
It's  a  pretty  poor  record  when  the  City  of  Boston 
pays  ten  times  the  per  capita  cost  of  refuse  disposal 
being  paid  in  neighborhood  cities  and  towns.  Did 
you  know  that,  gentlemen?  It  is  costing  the 
City  of  Boston  ten  times  per  person  to  pick  up  the 
refuse  that  it  costs  the  people  in  Newton  and 
Cambridge.  Last  year  the  Finance  Commission 
recommended  that  the  city  build  various  incin- 
erators to  handle  this  work,  particularly  in  the 
South  End,  and  produced  comprehensive  figures 
by  outstanding  architects  and  engineers,  to  show 
that  this  would  not  only  result  in  considerable 
saving  to  the  city,  but  would  also  generate  sufficient 
heat  and  light  to  light  and  heat  the  Boston  City 
Hospital  at  no  expense  to  the  city.  Several 
months  ago  there  was  considerable  agitation  to 
rush  a  $200,000  loan  order  through  the  Council  to 
erect  an  incinerator  in  Brighton  where  the  present 
refuse  disposal  costs  run  over  a  quarter  of  a  million 
dollars  a  year.  The  Council  rushed  this  order 
through;  the  money  is  available  as  are  the  plans, 
but  the  Public  Works  Commissioner  is  in  no  hurry 
to  start  this,  the  hospital,  or  any  incinerator. 
None  have  been  built,  nor  will  any  be  built  as  long 
as  the  contractors'  monopoly  controls  City  Hall. 

I  have  no  quarrel  with  any  man  trying  to  get 
as  much  for  his  labors  as  he  possibly  can,  but  I  do 
quarrel  and  quarrel  violently  with  public  officials 
who  abuse  their  fiduciary  authority.  This  special 
privilege  and  secret  contract  business  is  the  very 
essence  of  tyranny.  It's  this  rotten  double  dealing 
that  has  thrown  us  into  two  damnable  wars  and 
cost  us  over  a  million  casualties — the  cream  of  our 
youth.  And  now  the  Public  Works  Commissioner 
is  discriminating  against  these  men  by  denying 
them  the  right  to  bid  on  work.  Well,  gentlemen, 
I  fought  with  those  boys  and  deem  it  a  pleasure  to 
fight  for  them.  And  it's  funny,  when  you  try  to 
clean  up  a  dirty  mess,  what  you  run  into.  Here 
I  was  only  taking  exception  to  the  Public  Works 
Commissioner's  knavery  when,  like  birds  of  a 
feather,  out  pop  Georgie  and  Johnnie,  the  Admin- 
istration bagmen.  Georgie,  of  course,  is  none 
other  than  Milton's  gift  to  the  Curley  campaign 
treasury,  the  slick  Major  George  Baker,  and  his 
sandbagging  partner  is  the  suave  grey  eagle 
known  as  Johnnie  Magee.  Out  of  deference  to 
the  Mayor,  I've  tolerated  their  abuse,  vituperation 
and  vindictive  tactics  all  year,  but  now  they  are 
venting  their  spite  on  my  friends  and,  gentlemen, 
no  rat  or  rats  can  get  away  with  that.  This  is  a 
sorry  malignant  mess  that's  growing  worse  every 
day.  They're  not  content  with  the  unbridled 
siphoning  of  blood  money  out  of  the  City  Treasury, 
but  now  they've  got  their  filthy  hands  in  the 
pockets  of  my  friends  and,  as  long  as  they  can 
stay  under  cover  behind  the  scenes,  there's  no 
stopping  them.  But  I've  set  out  to  stop  them, 
and  they've  set  out  to  drive  Madden  out  of  City 
Hall.  One  or  the  other  must  go,  because  there's 
no  compromise  with  honor  and  decency. 

This  triumvirate  are  answerable  to  no  one — 
unless  it's  the  Mayor.  They  are  not  elected  public 
officials,  but  bureaucratic  opportunists  who  con- 
tend that  special  friends  and  campaign  donors  are 
entitled  to  a  license  to  steal  and  sandbag.  What 
a  tragic  commentary  on  our  form  of  Democratic 


government,  when  men  and  women  who  have 
given  the  best  years  of  their  life  in  the  service  of 
the  city — and  this  at  niggardly  wages — must 
clear  through  the  likes  of  these,  before  they  can  get 
promotions  and  transfers  which  they  richly  deserve; 
when  contracts  and  jobs  can  be  held  up — until  the 
green  light  of  graft  goes  on;  when  free  men  can 
see  their  life's  savings  in  little  homes  swept  away 
with  confiscatory  taxation — and  a  $50  or  $55  tax 
rate,  which  is  City  Hall's  Christmas  present  to  the 
taxpayers  of  Boston.  Gentlemen,  this  is  nothing 
short  of  confiscation;  when  young  men  are  ripped 
from  their  classrooms  and  jobs  to  suppress  foreign 
tyrants  and  now  are  defied  by  tyrants  who  have 
entrenched  themselves  in  their  home  town;  but 
even  more  despicable  than  this — if  such  is  possible 
— is  the  campaign  of  these  loathsome  hypocrites 
to  deny  playground  facilities  to  little  kids.  With 
their  subversive  machinations  and  intrigue  they 
have  not  only  held  up  the  completion  of  a  little 
2  by  4  park  out  in  Oak  Square  all  year,  but  even 
now  hold  up  the  completion  of  a  desperately-needed 
kiddies'  playground  in  Oak  Square.  Not  content 
to  paste  the  taxpayers  and  merchants  of  Brighton 
with  a  quarter  of  a  million  refuse  disposal  bill  this 
year ;  now  they  take  their  spite  out  on  defenseless 
kids  because  I've  refused  to  close  my  eyes  or  lips 
to  their  unbridled  corruption.  Gentlemen,  I 
don't  like  this  rotten  mess  any  more  than  you  do, 
but  you  can't  clean  the  rats  out  of  this  Hall  as 
long  as  they  can  run  foot-loose  through  their  rat 
holes.  There'll  be  no  peace  or  quiet  in  this  Hall 
as  long  as  these  coyotes  are  prowling  around, 
because  I'll  badger  them  and  their  ilk  at  every 
opportunity.  My  friends  didn't  send  me  in  here 
to  give  them  lip  service,  and  I  intend  to  see  that 
they  get  something  more  than  that. 

As  you  know,  Mr.  Mayor,  I  was  with  you  when 
you  were  up  on  Beacon  Hill  and  I  was  with  you 
in  Washington  a  year  ago,  when  all  your  friends 
had  seemingly  deserted  you  except  the  loyal 
Mike  DeLucca, — who  has  also  tangled  with  George 
Baker.  I  sat  with  you,  your  son  Leo  and  Mike 
on  the  fateful  day,  when  the  F.  B.  I.  under  oath 
admitted  that  they  had  failed  to  trace  any  graft 
to  Curley,  but  crucified  you,  because  you  were 
careless  in  permitting  fair-weather  friends  to 
capitalize  on  your  good  name  and  reputation. 
Well,  Mr.  Mayor,  the  same  situation  exists  today 
in  City  Hall.  People  are  talking  and  saying 
nasty  things.  The  stench  attached  to  the  bad 
apples  in  the  barrel  permeates  all  over  the  Hall. 
When  you  reposed  confidence  in  the  triumvirate 
aforesaid,  you  must  have  been  thinking  with  your 
heart,  instead  of  your  head,  again,  Mr.  Mayor. 
They  are  causing  you  irreparable  damage.  Their 
depredations  even  now  cloud  the  conscientious 
efforts  of  your  true  friends.  They  contend  that 
they  steal  with  your  sanction.  In  your  long  and 
illustrious  career,  Mr.  Mayor,  you  have  left  many 
great  monuments  for  posterity,  but  you  could 
render  no  finer  service  to  yourself,  your  good 
family,  true  friends  and  the  City  of  Boston  than 
the  knowledge  that  you  had  cleansed  City  Hall 
of  these  parasites  and  termites.  And  it  is'nt 
necessary  for  you  to  go  outside  of  your  official 
family  to  select  a  very  capable,  intensely  sincere 
and  honest  man  as  Public  Works  Commissioner, 
and  I  suggest  the  Honorable  Patrick  J.  King, 
your  Congressional  secretary,  a  man  with  the  soul 
of  honor  and  an  unblemished  reputation.  And 
now,  Mr.  President,  if  there's  an  ounce  of  courage 
and  decency  in  this  Honorable  Body — and  I  know 
there  is — I  move  that  the  Public  Works  Com- 
missioner be  removed  from  office  and  the  gravy- 
train  contracts  he  has  given  the  contractors' 
monopoly  be  arrested  and  inquired  into;  that  the 
merchants  of  Boston  be  given  a  hearing  before  we 
charge  them  double  for  commercial  waste;  that 
truck  owners  be  given  a  hearing  on  the  proposed 
fee  jump  from  $5  to  $25;  that  the  Finance  Com- 
mission be  asked  to  handle  this  probe  to  which  I 
ask  the  District  Attorney  and  Corporation  Counsel 
to  send  representatives;  and  then  since  the 
Public  Works  Commissioner  contends  the  con- 
tractors are  losing  money,  I  ask  that  they  be 
ordered  in  here  with  their  books,  records  and  con- 
tracts; I  further  ask  that  Mr.  Henry  Long  and 
Mr.  Dennis  Delaney,  the  State  and  Federal  Tax 
Collectors,  come  in  so  the  contractors  can  cry 
on  their  shoulders  and,  last  but  not  least,  I  ask 
that  the  refuse  disposal  districts  be  broken  up  and 
that  the  city — not  the  contractors — sell  the  swill 
to  farmers.  Gentlemen,  this  is  a  terrific  indict- 
ment. I  don't  mind  telling  you  I  debated  a  long 
time  before  I  took  action.  I  have  fought  like 
hell  in  two  wars  to  protect  and  preserve  the  great 


DECEMBER    30,     1946. 


634 


traditions  of  this  country,  and  like  a  good  soldier 
I  promised  the  people  in  my  district  if  I  were  sent 
in  here  as  their  representative,  I  would  try  to  the 
best  of  my  ability  to  protect  their  interests.  As 
you  all  know,  I  have  been  badgering  the  Public 
Works  Commissioner  all  year  on  these  contracts. 
It  has  to  stop  some  place,  gentlemen.  Probably 
we  made  no  substantial  contribution  to  the  cam- 
paign as  did  the  bureaucratic  office  holders  in 
many  instances,  but  I  can  tell  you  this,  gentle- 
men, if  this  Honorable  Body  is  going  to  let  that 
situation  go  on  unchallenged,  we  have  no  alter- 
native but  to  air  this  matter  out  before  you.  I 
am  very  reluctant  to  do  that,  but  I  feel  that  you 
men  are  just  as  disgusted  with  this  rotten  mess 
as  I  am.  As  I  say,  you  can  break  it  down  in  any 
way  you  want,  it  still  shows  the  contractors' 
monopoly  will  get  next  year  over  a  million  dollars. 
This  year  they  have  over  $750,000,  or.  three- 
quarters  of  a  million  dollars.  The  truck  owners 
in  the  monopoly  are  getting  their  $700  a  week 
for  every  truck.  I  know  any  number  of  young 
fellows  just  out  of  the  service  who  would  be  tickled 
to  death  to  put  their  trucks  to  work  at  the  pre- 
vailing scale  of  $126,  yet  the  Commissioner  has 
the  audacity  to  tell  the  Mayor  that  these  men 
are  not  capable  of  doing  the  work.  Gentlemen, 
something  has  got  to  be  done.  The  case  is  in 
your  hands. 

President  KELLY — Councilor  Chase,  talking  on 
the  order. 

Coun.  CHASE — Mr.  Chairman,  as  a  member  of 
your  Council  for  ten  years,  this  is  about  the  most 
serious  charge  I  have  ever  heard  announced  in  our 
body.  Mr.  Chairman,  if  what  the  gentleman 
from  Brighton  says  is  true,  then  as  a  lawyer  I  say 
that  there  shall  be  a  Grand  Jury  proceeding  on 
this  matter.  I  say  to  you,  Mr.  Chairman,  the 
Attorney  General's  office  and  the  District  Attor- 
ney's office  cannot  allow  what  the  gentleman  from 
Brighton  has  said  to  go  unchallenged.  Mr. 
Chairman,  the  gentleman  from  Brighton  is  a 
responsible  citizen,  he  is  an  elected  public  official 
and  he,  apparently,  sir,  has  gleaned  these  facts 
from  responsible  sources.  There  have  been 
charges,  Mr.  President,  of  graft,  there  have  been 
charges  of  corruption,  there  have  been  charges 
of  administration  and,  yes,  Mr.  President,  the 
gentleman  from  Brighton  has  even  gone  so  far  as 
to  mention  specific  names  of  the  administrative 
bagmen.  Mr.  President,  this  is  the  capital  city 
of  the  Commonwealth,  the  largest  city  in  New 
England.  Are  our  law-enforcement  agencies  going 
to  allow  what  has  been  said  here  today  to  go 
unchallenged?  Or  will  they  conduct  an  investi- 
gation of  all  the  matters  concerning  the  public 
charges  made  by  a  responsible  elected  official,  that , 
Boston  is  being  victimized,  that  grafters  are  in  the 
house,  that  millions  of  dollars  are  being  stolen 
from  the  public  treasury?  I  say  to  you,  Mr.  Presi- 
dent, if  the  Attorney  General  and  the  District 
Attorney  allow  these  remarks  to  go  unchallenged, 
then  they  should  resign.  This  meeting  today, 
sir,  is  a  matter  of  public  record;  serious  charges 
have  been  made  and  I  don't  think  that  the  Public 
Works  Commissioner  alone  is  to  blame.  I  think, 
sir,  the  Chief  Executive  who  knows  more  about 
municipal  government  than  anyone  in  this  room, 
who  has  superior  knowledge  of  what  is  going  on  in 
each  and  every  department  in  City  Hall;  he  knows 
what  is  going  on,  sir,  and  he,  too,  is  more  to  blame 
than  some  of  our  department  heads  who  possibly 
may  cringe  in  fear  they  will  lose  their  jobs  unless 
they  follow  his  dictates.  Mr.  President,  I  move 
this  order  be  amended  to  read  that  the  Attorney 
General's  office  and  the  District  Attorney  conduct 
a  probe  of  the  charges  made. 

President  KELLY — What  is  your  amendment, 
councilor? 

Coun.  CHASE — That  the  order  be  amended  so 
as  to  ask  the  Attorney  General  of  the  Common- 
wealth and  the  District  Attorney  of  Suffolk  County 
to  conduct  a  probe  of  the  charges  made  here  in 
this  Council. 

The  question  came  on  the  passage  of  the  amend- 
ment, and  the  amendment  was  declared  defeated. 

Coun.  CHASE— I  doubt  the  vote. 

Coun.  SULLIVAN— Mr.  President,  is  the  order 
now  before  this  Body  or  is  it  in  Executive? 

President  KELLY— Before  the  Body. 

Coun.  SULLIVAN— Didn't  the  Chair  move  the 
order  be  referred  to  the  committee? 

President  KELLY — The  gentleman  stood  up  at 
the  same  time. 

Coun.  SULLIVAN— Still,  the  Chair  had 
announced    the   order   had   been   referred   to   the 


Executive  Committee.  In  order  to  take  it  from 
Executive  for  amendment,  it  has  to  have  15  votes. 

Coun.  CHASE — The  matter  was  not  referred 
to  Executive. 

President  KELLY — Councilor  Chase  has  the 
floor.  Councilor  Chase  doubts  the  vote  on  the 
amendment.     Councilor  Cook. 

Coun.  COOK — Speaking  on  the  amendment, 
Mr.  President? 

President  KELLY — There  is  a  vote  being 
doubted.  There  is  no  debate.  Councilor  Chase 
asked  for  a  roll  call. 

Coun.  COOK— Mr.  President,  a  point  of 
information. 

President  KELLY — Just  a  minute.  There  is 
no  point  of  information,  councilor. 

Coun.  COOK — I  would  like  to  know  what  I  am 
voting  on.     A  point  of  parliamentary  inquiry. 

President  KELLY — You  are  voting  on  Councilor 
Chase's  amendment — I  will  have  the  clerk  read 
the  amendment. 

(The  clerk  read  the  amendment  proposed  by 
Councilor  Chase.) 

Coun.  COOK— Mr.  President. 

President  KELLY— Coun.  COOK. 

Coun.  COOK — Now  .through  you  or  the  clerk, 
may  I  ask  what  the  passage  of  this  amendment 
means?  If  passed,  does  it  go  to  the  Executive 
Committee? 

Coun.  CHASE— Mr.  Chairman 

President  KELLY — Just  one  minute,  councilor. 
The  Chair  announces  he  will  refer  the  order  to  the 
Executive  Committee  after  its  amendment  unless 
the  Body  insists  on  its  passage.  The  clerk  will  call 
the  roll. 

Coun.  COFFEY— A  point  of  order. 

President  KELLY — State  your  point  of  order. 
Coun.  COFFEY — Is  it  in  order  to  further  amend 
Councilor  Chase's  amendment? 

President  KELLY — Not  now.  There  is  a  vote 
being  doubted  on  an  amendment. 

Coun.  COFFEY— If  withdrawn,  would  it  then 
be  in  order  to  further  amend  Councilor  Chase's 
amendment? 

President  KELLY — If  the  doubt  is  withdrawn, 
it  would  be  in  order. 

Coun.  COFFEY — I  ask  the  gentleman  who 
made  the  doubt  to  withdraw,  and  I  will  make  a 
further  amendment. 

Coun.  CHASE— I  will  yield  to  him. 

President  KELLY — Councilor  Chase  will  with- 
draw. 

Coun.  CHASE — Mr.  President,  is  it  possible  for 
the  gentleman  from  East  Boston  to  amend  after  the 
roll  call? 

President  KELLY— It  is.  He  is  asking  you  to 
withdraw  your  doubt.     The  clerk  will  call  the  roll. 

The  roll  was  called  and  the  amendment  was 
defeated,  yeas  4,  nays  12: 

Yeas — Councilors  Chase,  Cook,  Linehan,  Mad- 
den— 4. 

Nays — Councilors  Coffey,  Fish,  Hannon,  Hurley, 
Kelly,  Kinsella,  McCormack,  Moriarty,  Muchnick, 
Russo,  Scannell,  Sullivan — 12. 

President  KELLY— The  Chair  will  now  refer 
the  order  to  the  Executive  Session. 


DEFERRING    ACTION    ON    DEPARTMENT 
HEAD   PAY   RAISES. 

Coun.  MADDEN  offered  the  following: 

Ordered,  That  in  view  of  the  fact  that  the 
councilors  are  currently  considering  pay  raises  for 
department  heads,  and  in  view  of  the  fact  that  it 
has  now  come  to  the  attention  of  the  Council  that 
certain  department  heads  have  been  handing  out 
promiscuously  contracts  for  less  than  a  thousand 
dollars,  now,  therefore,  be  it 

Ordered,  That  the  Council  defer  passing  on  all 
pay  raises  to  department  heads  until  each  has 
submitted  to  the  Council  a  statement  under 
oath  of  the  names  of  the  parties  receiving  such 
contracts  this  year,  together  with  the  dates,  the 
amounts  involved,  and  the  work  and/or  material 
involved  in  the  contract. 

Coun.  MADDEN — This  is  along  the  same  line, 
gentlemen.  It  is  your  baby.  If  I  have  to  fight 
these  thieves  all  alone,  it  is  all  right  with  me.  The 
people  of  Brighton  sent  me  in  here  because  they 
knew  I  had  the  guts  to  fight.  I  will  be  damned — 
pardon  the  French 

President  KELLY — Councilor,  please. 

Coun.  MADDEN— If  day  after  day,  those 
thieves  down  there  can  tell  me  what  I  should  do 
and  how  I  should  vote,  and  tell  me  to  close  my 
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eyes;  when  I  asked  to  have  a  playground  fixed  for 
ray  district,  they  said,  "Yen  will  do  what  we  tell 
\i.ni,  or  it  will  never  be  fixed."  Yeh?  Gentlemen, 
if  the  Public  Works  Commissioner  or  anybody  else 
in  here  has  the  guts  to  intimidate  me,  he  has  a  fight 
on  Ids  hands,  I  will  yell  at  every  single  session. 
If  it  does  not  bother  you  men  how  much  these 
thieves  steal  from  our  constituents,  if  it  does  not 
bother  you  gentlemen  how  much  taxes  they  pay, 
all  right  with  me.  But  I  am  going  to  fight  like  hell 
for  the  people  in  my  district,  you  can  bet  your  life 
on  that.  This  last  order  is  not  an  attack  on  all 
department  heads,  gentlemen,  it  is  directed  prima- 
rily at  two  department  heads,  neither  of  whom,  to 
my  knowledge,  have  ever  been  Curley  men.  Yet 
they  are  doing  everything  in  their  power  to  steal 
dough  out  of  the  treasury  so  fast  that  they  are 
making  a  chump  out  of  Curley.  I  don't  introduce 
this  order  to  embarrass  the  Mayor.  I  introduce 
it  to  save  him.  As  I  said  before,  I  was  with  the 
.Mayor  down  in  Washington  a  year  ago  when 
everybody  had  seemed  to  desert  him  except  Mike 
DeLucca,  little  Mike,  the  only  friend  he  apparently 
had.  They  crucified  the  Mayor  down  there, 
gentlemen.  Not  because  he  stele.  Nobody 
accused  him  of  stealing,  because  the  F.B.I,  under 
oath  slid  no,  but  he  was  very  careless  in  letting 
other  people  use  his  good  name  and,  as  I  said 
before,  Mr.  Mayor,  some  unscrupulous,  fair- 
weather  friends  are  using  your  good  name  today 
to  steal  from  the  city  treasury.  We  are  very 
shortly  now  taking  under  consideration  pay  raises 
for  department  heads.  God  knows  every  man  on 
this  floor  would  like  to  give  the  department  heads 
salaries  commensurate  with  the  work  they  do,  but 
I,  for  one,  gentlemen,  don't  intend  to  give  any 
department  head  a  fns  salary  increase  when  the 
record  might  indicate  t'.iat  some  department  head 
lias  been  giving  out  these  thousand  and  less  con- 
tracts to  friend  after  friend  for  friend  after  friend; 
so  much  so  that  the  city  treasury  is  being  robbed, 
and  that  treasury,  gentlemen,  represents  the  life 
blood  of  your  friends  and  my  friends.  It  means  the 
blood  money  of  the  people  in  your  district  and  my 
district  is  being  siphoned  out  of  the  city  treasury 
so  fast  that  we  have  not  got  enough  money  in  there 
to  pay  the  little  fellows  a  decent  wage.  Only  today 
we  had  a  little  impromptu  hearing  with  some  of  the 
assessors.  We  have  had  hearings  with  men  from 
other  departments,  and  it  is  a  travesty,  it  is  a 
tragedy  when  we  have  to  skimp  on  men  in  those 
low-salary  brackets  and  cannot  give  them  a  decent 
salary.  Yet  the  Public  Works  Commissioner  and 
the  engineer  have  pulled  one  of  the  greatest  deals 
ever  pulled  out  of  the  Commonwealth.  It  hurts  a 
lot,  gentlemen,  to  see  some  of  you  gentlemen  sitting 
on  your  rotund  fannies  saying,  "He  is  a  good  fellow, 
he  sent  me  a  Christmas  card."  He  will  have  to 
send  me  more  than  a  Christmas  card,  gentlemen. 

President  KELLY — Speaking  on  the  order, 
Councilor  Linehan.  / 

Coun.  LINEHAN — I  hope  so.  It  is  very 
obvious  that  that  is  what  we  are  speaking  on. 
Mr.  President,  I  just  want  to  let  the  gentleman 
from  Brighton  know  he  certainly  is  not  the  only 
one  watching  out  for  the  taxpayers'  money,  and 
if  there  is  a  little  smoke  or  some  fire  in  these 
instances  he  speaks  about  with  reference  to 
garbage  collection  and  whatever  else  he  might 
refer  to,  he  can  be  assured  that  the  councilor 
from  Ward  7  will  go  down  the  line  if  there  are 
facts  to  substantiate  the  charges  made  against  a 
certain  gentleman  here  today.  I  can't  see  any 
harm  in  at  least  having  a  hearing  on  this  matter 
and  finding  out  what  it  is  all  about.  That  is 
why  I  voted  to  have  it  go  to  the  District  Attorney. 
Before  we  do  that,  we  ought  to  have  our  own 
Council,  or  some  committee  in  our  Council,  see 
if  there  is  anything  there  before  we  turn  it  over 
to  the  law-enforcement  Body.  I  don't  think  I 
will  be  the  only  other  councilor  if  there  is  some- 
thing rotten  in  Denmark;  I  don't  doubt  every 
man  will  go  down  100  per  cent  for  honest  govern- 
ment, and  I  don't  doubt  that  many  of  the  Council 
today  don't  feel  like  getting  up  and  putting 
themselves  on  the  spot.  I  think  I  speak  for  all 
of  them.  If  there  is  even  smoke  there,  we  will  go 
down  the  line  100  per  cent.  I  can  at  least  speak 
for  myself,  and  I  think  I  have  expressed  the 
sentiments  of  most  of  the  councilors. 

President  KELLY — Councilor  Hannon. 

Coun.  HANNON— Mr.  President,  I  think  the 
gentleman  from  Ward  7  (Councilor  Linehan)  has 
pol  en  well  and  said  the  truth  when  he  said  he 
was  expressing  the  views  of  all  of  us.  I  think 
regardless  of  what  conclusions  we  reach,  we  owe 
a  debt  to   the  gentleman  from  Ward  22   (Coun. 


Madden).  At  least,  he  has  guts  enough  to  come 
up  here  and  say  what  he  thinks,  and  I  think  he 
is  telling  the  truth.  There  are  22  of  us  here, 
sent  by  the  people  of  our  districts,  and  we  are 
supposed  to  be  looking  out  for  them.  I  would 
not  send  anything  to  the  District  Attorney  or  the 
Attorney  General  until  we  first  exercise  our  own 
prerogatives,  until  we  first  make  our  own  investi- 
gation. I  think  the  gentleman  from  Ward  7  is 
correct  when  he  states  that  the  vast  majority  of 
the  members  here  will  go  along  after  an  investiga- 
tion if  anything  is  presented  to  show  there  is  some 
semblance  of  truth  in  these  charges  as  presented. 
I  do  believe,  however,  the  gentleman  from 
Ward  22  deserves  great  credit  for  his  honesty, 
deserves  great  credit  for  the  sincerity  of  his 
remarks,  and  I  think  we  owe  him  a  very,  very 
thorough  investigation  and  a  very  proper  one,  and 
I  hope  we  reach  a  just  conclusion. 

The     order     was     referred     to     the     Executive 
Committee. 


RELEASE   OF   SUGAR   RESTRICTIONS. 

Coun.  SULLIVAN  offered  the  following: 
Resolved,  That  the  City  Council  of  Boston,  in 
meeting  assembled,  hereby  records  itself  in  favor 
of  Congressional  action  which  will  make  possible, 
without  further  delay,  a  release  of  sugar  restrictions 
so  that  American  homes  may  find  it  possible  to 
purchase  this  most  necessary  ingredient  now  being 
shipped  in  large  amounts  to  foreign  countries. 
Passed  under  suspension  of  the  rules. 


ORDINANCE   RE   SALARIES   OF 
DEPARTMENT   HEADS,   ETC. 

Coun.  COOK  offered  the  following: 
City  of  Boston, 
An  Ordinance  Concerning  Salaries  of  Department 
Heads  and  Officials. 

Be  it  ordained  by  the  City  Council  of  Boston,  as 
follows: 

Section  five  of  chapter  three  of  the  Revised 
Ordinances  of  1925,  as  amended,  is  hereby  further 
amended  by  adding  two  hundred  dollars  to  each 
amount  specified  in  said  section  for  each  depart- 
ment head,  member  of  a  board,  or  division  en- 
gineer, but  excepting  members  of  the  city  council, 
chairman  of  the  assessors,  four  principal  and  five 
deputy  assessors;  by  adding  three  hundred  dollars 
to  the  amount  specified  for  first  assistant  assessors; 
by  adding  the  following  amounts  to  those  specified 
for  employees  of  the  city  council,  i.  e.,  assistant 
clerk  of  committees,  two  hundred  dollars;  stenog- 
rapher-clerks (2),  two  hundred  and  fifty  dollars; 
first  assistant  city  messenger,  two  hundred  and 
fifty  dollars;  second  assistant  city  messenger,  two 
hundred  and  fifty  dollars;  stenographer-clerks 
(2),  two  hundred  and  fifty  dollars;  document 
man,  two  hundred  and  fifty  dollars;  assistant 
document  man,  two  hundred  and  fifty  dollars; 
and  by  adding  four  hundred  dollars  to  all  other 
amounts  specified  in  said  section  five,  other  than 
those  hereinbefore  specified. 

President  KELLY — Referred  to  the  Executive 
Committee. 

Coun.  COOK — Mr:  President,  I  was  going  to 
suggest  that  ordinance  go  to  the  Executive  Com- 
mittee instead  of  the  Committee  on  Ordinances. 
It  is  an  ordinance  that  has  to  do  with  raises  and 
salaries  in  the  event  that  the  order  submitted 
by  the  Mayor  is  not  passed.  This  ordinance  is 
submitted  by  myself  to  take  care  of  everybody  so 
that  they  will  not  lose  the  $200  Emergency  plus 
the  raises  in  conformity  with  raises  that  are  now 
being  allowed  to  employees.  I  would  like  to  say, 
too,  apropos  of  the  previous  order  submitted  by  the 
councilor  from  Ward  22  (Coun.  Madden),  I  think 
Councilor  Linehan  and  Councilor  Hannon  ex- 
pressed my  views  perfectly  and  that  of  all  coun- 
cilors. Before  we  convict  anybody  on  charges, 
there  should  be  a  hearing.  It  has  been  my  under- 
standing that  is  the  American  and  democratic 
way  of  proceeding.  There  were  serious  charges 
made,  and  I  have  no  doubt  they  were  made  in 
good  faith.  I  would  like  to  know  what  the  facts 
are,  and  to  have  a  hearing.  I  don't  intend  by  my 
silence  now,  with  the  publicity  which  will  be  given 
to  the  ones  who  made  the  charges, —  I  don't 
intend  my  silence,  or  any  other  councilor's  silence, 
to   be   construed   as   an   admission   any   councilor 
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will  accept  graft  or  dishonesty  or  stealing  of  the 
taxpayers'  money  in  the  City  of  Boston. 

The   ordinance   was   referred   to   the   Executive 
Committee. 


LEASE  OF  PEABODY  SCHOOL  TO  POST. 

Coun.  RUSSO  offered  the  following: 

Ordered,  That  the  School  Committee  be  au- 
thorized to  lease  to  the  William  L.  Harris  Post, 
No.  196,  American  Legion,  the  Peabody  School, 
under  such  terms  and  conditions  as  said  committees 
may  determine. 

Coun.  RUSSO— The  William  L.  Harris  Post 
has  used  these  quarters  for  quite  some  time,  and 
this  is  just  merely  a  re-leasing  of  the  school  to 
them.     I  hope  the  order  will  pass. 

The  order  was  passed  under  suspension  of  the 
rule. 


RECREATIONAL   PROGRAM   FOR 
CHILDREN. 

Coun.  LINEHAN  offered  the  following: 

Ordered,  That  the  City  Council  Committee  on 
Parks  and  Playgrounds  be  requested  to  invite  the 
members  of  the  City  of  Boston  Board  of  Recrea- 
tion, the  Trustees  of  the  George  Robert  White 
Fund,  members  of  the  Boston  School  Committee, 
and  the  sports  writers  of  the  Boston  daily  news- 
papers, to  discuss  ways  and  means  to  provide  a 
healthy  recreational  program  for  the  children  of 
Boston  during  1947,  and  to  request  his  Honor  the 
Mayor  to  provide  the  necessary  funds  in  the  1947 
budget  to  carry  out  said  program. 

President  KELLY — Councilor  Linehan. 

Coun.  LINEHAN — Mr.  President,  on  December 
7  in  the  Boston  Traveler  I  read  a  very  illuminating 
article  written  by  Sara  White  with  reference  to 
our  recreational  program  which  it  said  does  not 
exist  here  in  the  City  of  Boston.  Going  along 
with  that  particular  article,  I  also  have  before  me 
a  report  of  the  City  of  Boston  Board  of  Recreation. 
To  my  mind,  it  is  a  fairly  complete  report  and 
quite  illuminating,  and  I  sincerely  hope  the 
members  of  the  council  will  find  time  to  read  it  so 
that  we  will  all  be  familiar  with  just  what  parks 
we  do  have  and  the  present  conditon  of  them. 
Some  time  ago,  while  I  was  a  member  of  the  City 
Council,  I  think  it  was  1940  or  1941,  I  had  quite 
a  fight  with  a  gentleman  who  then  represented 
Ward  22  in  regard  to  trying  to  get  play  areas  and 
boys'  clubs  situated  throughout  the  City  of  Boston 
—  about  using  White  Fund  money.  Up  to  now, 
the  White  Fund  Trustees  have  not  done  much 
about  using  this  money  for  a  recreational  program.  ■ 
Of  course,  the  President  of  the  Council  is  a  member 
of  the  White  Fund  Trustees,  and  perhaps  he 
could  give  us  some  information  about  what  the 
White  Fund  Trustees  intend  to  do  in  1947  in 
reference  to  whether  or  not  some  of  that  particular 
money  which  amounts,  I  understand,  to  over 
$2,000,000  at  the  present  time, —  whether  or  not 
some  of  it  is  going  to  be  spent  on  play  areas  or  any 
other  recreational  projects.  Frankly,  I  don't 
know  that  we  can  have  a  full  and  complete  hearing 
on  the  matter,  but  up  to  now  I  have  not  heard 
whether  or  not  there  will  be  anything  done  about 
the  recommendations  made  by  the  Board  of 
Recreation.  The  recommendations,  as  I  said, 
are  illuminating,  and  I  might  read  from  that  report: 

"One  might  spend  a  great  deal  of  time  going 
into  detail  as  to  present  conditions  «at  each  play- 
ground. There  are  general  criticisms  which 
apply  to  all  but  a  few.  These  criticisms  stem 
from  two  major  faults, —  the  first,  neglect;- the 
second,  the  fact  that  the  idea  of  the  function  of 
playgrounds  has  changed  radically  from  that 
existing  at  the  time  that  many  of  these  areas  were 
laid  out,  changed  in  fact  in  the  last  few  years. 

"Whether  the  element  of  neglect  rests  in  some 
fancied  idea  of  economy  through  the  payroll  end 
or  a  lack  of  appreciation  of  the  requirements  of  the 
problem  is  a  mere  matter  of  conjecture,  but  the 
facts  speak  for  themselves.  .  .  .  Good  money 
is  paid  out  to  board  up  a  field  house  for  the  winter, 
and  much  more  money  to  repair  the  damage  done 
by  boys  breaking  in,  much  more  than  it  would 
cost  to  have  a  trained  person  keep  the  place  open 
all  winter  for  the  use  of  skaters  using  the  rink -on 
the  playground.  During  this  year,  with  the 
very  ample  funds  provided,  the  Park  Department 
has  done  a  great  deal  to  repair  both  buildings  and 
grounds,  but,  unless  proper,  well-paid,  carefully 
selected  persons  who  know  and  understand  children 


so  as  to  make  friends  instead  of  enemies  of  them, 
who  are  so  interested  in  their  job  that  they  spend 
at  least  the  time  they  are  paid  for  in  working 
around  the  playground,  are  provided,  all  the  good 
and  expensive  work  of  the  past  year  will  be  left 
in  ruins  by  another  year." 

I  wish  we  could  have  a  little  less  talking  in  the 
Body,  Mr.  President.  With  all  the  talk  we  have 
heard  about  juvenile  delinquency  not  only  in  the 
City  of  Boston  but  throughout  the  nation,  I  think 
it  is  a  very  vital  subject. 

"With  only  some  twenty-eight  play  instructors 
for  seventy-five  or  more  playgrounds,  one  swim- 
ming instructor  for  all  the  beaches  and  the  two 
city  indoor  pools,  and  two  women  to  look  after  the 
play  program  for  all  women  and  girls,  one  can 
hardly  look  to  the  Park  Department  to  build 
community  interest  and  loyalty  for  Park  Depart- 
ment efforts  to  the  degree  where  the  residents  take 
pride  in  preserving  and  helping  care  for  the  play- 
grounds." 

The  report  goes  on  to  say: 

"The  problem  is  big,  very  big,  and  its  solution 
rests  in  the  continued  functioning  of  just  such  an 
agency  as  the  Board  of  Recreation  to  coordinate 
and  correlate  the  good  work  being  done  by  such 
groups  as  the  Park  Department,  the  Metropolitan 
District  Commission,  and  the  City  Planning  Board 
as  they  touch  upon,  work  on,  and  develop  plans 
for  the  recreation  areas  of  the  City  of  Boston." 

Going  further  into  the  report,  on  page  A-44, 
and  I  am  reading  this  because  I  brought  my 
order  here  inviting  the  trustees  to  come  before  the 
Committee  on  Parks  and  Playgrounds; 

"Through  the  interest  and  activity  of  social 
agencies  and  their  workers  and  the  hearty  support 
of  those  in  the  city  government  who  knew  and 
understood  the  problem,  the  George  Robert  White 
Fund  has  developed  four  tot-lot  play  areas,  Pitts 
and  Hale  streets  in  the  West  End,  and  the  one  at 
London  and  Decatur  streets,  East  Boston,  and  at 
Troy  and  Rochester  streets  in  the  South  End,  all 
acquired  in  1942.  In  1943  the  lot  at  the  corner 
of  King  and  Roxbury  streets  in  Roxbury  was 
developed. 

"These  are  all  beautifully  planned,  and  executed 
with  the  greatest  of  care,  but,  if  the  King  street 
lot  is  to  be  taken  as  an  example,  little  thought  was 
given  to  the  attitude  of  the  Park  Department  as 
regards  use  and  upkeep  of  playgrounds.  For 
months  upon  months  the  King  street  playground 
gates  were  padlocked.  Local  agencies  asking  to 
be  permitted  to  take  over  the  lot  and  run  a  pro- 
gram on  it  were  turned  down.  The  beautiful 
oak  gates  are  clear  of  varnish,  in  fact  of  all  finish 
and  gradually  cracking  apart.  Neglect  will  soon 
find  the  place  a  ruin. 

"We  most  urgently  recommend  that  every  time 
one  of  these  playgrounds  is  constructed,  that 
proper  recreational  supervision  be  a  definite  part 
of  the  planned  set-up.  This  latter,  we  know, 
cannot  be  provided  for  under  the  White  Fund, 
but  such  care  and  supervision  at  all  times  by  the 
city  should  be  one  of  the  items  upon  which  the 
money  for  construction  is  granted." 

Finally,  the  conclusions  are  these: 

"Trained  educational  directors  of  the  play- 
grounds; a  more  carefully  studied  layout  of  play 
areas;  a  sufficient  number  of  trained  instructors 
to  cover  all  playgrounds,  both  male  and  female; 
and  men  at  the  top  who  know  recreation  from  a 
community  and  city-wide  viewpoint  are  what  is 
needed  if  our  youth  are  to  get  the  full  advantage 
of  our  city-supervised  recreational  areas." 

Also,  in  that  report  it  reminds  the  School 
Committeemen  that  our  school  halls  and  gym- 
nasia should  be  used  Saturdays  and  Sundays 
for  the  benefit  of  the  public.  That  is  to  say, 
we  should  not  close  up  the  school  gymnasia 
when  the  children  go  home  on  Friday,  and 
have  them  not  in  use.  After  all,  the  city 
is  paying  for  the  upkeep  of  them.  Over  the  years 
that  I  have  been  a  member  of  the  Council  I  have 
heard  a  lot  of  recommendations  as  to  what  we 
should  do  to  help  solve  the  juvenile  delinquency 
problem  which  exists  not  only  in  Boston  but 
throughout  the  United  States.  It  has  grown  to 
such  proportions  that  the  President  of  the  United 
States,  only  a  week  ago,  had  a  meeting  in  Wash- 
ington on  juvenile  delinquency,  and  to  it  he  invited 
leading  sports  writers  of  the  nation.  I  under- 
stand most  of  them  showed  up,  some  of  them 
right  here  from  Boston.  It  was  agreed  at  that 
meeting,  if  I  remember  the  newspaper  accounts 
of  it,  that  the  newspapermen  would  go  back  to 
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their  respective  cities  and  try  to  create  a  com- 
munity spirit  for  more  healthy  recreational  facili- 
ties and  a  healthier  program  for  the  youngsters 
to  help  diminish  juvenile  delinquency  which  is  in 
a  rampant  state  all  over  the  United  States.  In 
Huston  we  have  not  done  much  about  it.  The 
little  done  has  been  done  by  private  agencies,  and 
it  is  about  time  the  city  itself  should  get  into  this 
program  and  do  something  about  it.  Mayor 
Kerrigan,  whether  some  of  the  councilors  liked 
him  or  not,  did  try  to  do  something  in  a  big  way 
throughout  the  city,  but  I  think  the  present 
Mayor  kind  of  abolished  the  program,  and  at  the 
present  time  we  have  not  anything  much  as  far 
as  a  city-sponsored  program  is  concerned.  There 
is  a  football  team  and  baseball  team  sponsored  by 
such  fans  as  myself  and  Councilors  Bryan,  Cant- 
well,  Kelly  and  a  few  others.  That  is  what  we 
have  in  recreational  facilities  other  than  a  few 
Halloween  parties  and  the  like  carried  on  under 
the  supervision  of  the  different  police  stations 
and  also  private  agencies  which  conduct  parties 
themselves  in  a  small  way.  It  seems  to  me  with 
all  the  buildings  at  hand  and  all  the  parks  scattered 
through  the  city,  more  could  be  done,  but  they 
are  not  much  used  because  we  have  not  the  proper 
supervision  to  give  the  children.  Without  leader- 
ship, the  children  roam  all  over  the  city  but  use 
the  playgrounds  only  to  a  small  extent.  I  think 
that  is  due  to  the  fact  that  we  have  not  the  proper 
recreational  instructors  at  the  recreational  centers. 
I  know  while  I  was  a  member  of  the  George 
Robert  White  Fund  for  about  four  months,  I 
did  vote  for  recreational  programs  down  in  Ward  3, 
but  I  don't  know  what  became  of  it.  I  don't 
know  if  the  President  of  the  City  Council  has 
done  anything  in  trying  to  get  the  trustees  of  the 
fund  to  spend  any  of  the  two  million  dollars  in  the 
districts  that  have  not  got  any.  In  South  Boston 
we  have  the  Boys'  Club  of  Boston,  but  it  is  not 
sponsored  by  the  city.  We  are  fairly  well  taken 
care  of  in  South  Boston,  but  in  many  other  sec- 
tions of  the  city  they  could  use  a  Boys'  Club 
and  they  could  be  supplied  by  the  moneys  accu- 
mulated as  a  result  of  interest  piling  up  in  the 
fund.  The  court  some  years  ago  ruled,  when  I 
had  my  argument  with  the  gentleman  from 
Ward  22  who  is  at  the  present  time  a  member  of 
the  School  Committee — School  Committeeman 
Ward — at  that  time  the  money  could  be  used  for 
recreational  centers,  and  I  sincerely  hope  we  can 
get  these  interested  parties,  including  the  news- 
paper sports  writers  to  see  if  we  cannot  get  action 
so  that  before  the  budget  comes  to  us,  his  Honor 
the  Mayor  might  have  enough  pressure  brought 
to  bear  upon  him  by  those  who  have  the  welfare 
of  the  children  at  heart,  to  make  him  realize  it  is 
indeed  an  important  function  of  the  city.  I 
sincerely  hope  the  order  will  pass,  and  I  sincerely 
hope  something  will  come  of  it.  That  includes 
not  only  the  Mayor  of  Boston  but  also  the  trustees 
of  the  George  Robert  White  Fund. 

The  order   was   referred   to   the   Committee   on 
Parks  and  Playgrounds. 


COVERING   OF   THIRD   RAIL   ON 
ELEVATED. 

Coun.  HANNON  offered  the  following: 

Ordered,  That  the  Trustees  of  the  Boston 
Elevated  Railway  be  requested,  through  his 
Honor  the  Mayor,  to  make  immediate  plans  to 
cover  the  third  rail  of  the  El  for  the  protection  of 
life  and  to  assure  continuous  service  in  icy  weather. 

President  KELLY — Councilor  Hannon. 

Coun.  HANNON — Mr.  President,  some  months 
ago  we  asked  the  Elevated  officials  to  consider  the 
feasibility  of  covering  the  third  rail  in  order  that 
the  youngsters  would  not  step  upon  it  and  thus 
meet  their  death.  Yesterday  another  serious 
condition  existed  because  of  the  fact  that  the  third 
rail  is  not  covered.  The  trains  on  the  Boston 
Elevated  lines  were  unable  to  proceed.  I  read 
in  the  paper  where  it  took  two  hours  for  a  train 
to  come  from  City  Square  to  Dudley  Street. 
That  difficulty  should  be  relieved  or,  at  least, 
alleviated  in  some  measure  by  the  erection  of  a 
covering  over  the  third  rail.  The  cost  of  it  would 
be  great,  but  the  cost  could  be  amortized  oyer  a 
period  of  years.  I  think  this  constructive  criticism 
i-  something  that  should  be  considered  by  the 
Bo   I  on  Elevated. 

The  order  was  passed  under  suspension  of  the 
rule. 


RECESS. 

On  motion  of  Councilor  Bryan,  the  Council 
voted  at  3.45  p.  m.,  to  take  a  recess  subject  to  the 
call  of  the  Chair.  The  members  reassembled  and 
were  called  to  order  by  President  KELLY  at 
8.20  p.  in. 


THE   NEXT   MEETING. 

Coun.  FISH— Mr.  President,  due  to  the  fact 
that  the  Mayor  will  go  on  the  air  next  week  at 
just  2  o'clock,  I  move  now  that  when  we  adjourn 
today  we  adjourn  to  meet  at  1.45  p.  m.  next 
Monday. 

The  motion  was  carried,  and  the  Council  voted 
that  when  it  adjourn,  it  be  to  meet  on  Monday, 
January  6,  1947,  at  1.45  p.  m. 


VISIT   TO   LONG   ISLAND. 

President  KELLY — Councilor  Russo. 

Coun.  RUSSO — I  would  like  to  announce  now 
that  the  committee  is  going  down  to  the  Island 
tomorrow  morning,  leaving  at  ten  o'clock  on  the 
wharf  opposite  Fleet  street,  so  I  am  inviting  all 
the  members  who  wish  to  make  the  inspection 
to  be  present  if  possible. 

President  KELLY — Thank  you,  councilor. 


EXECUTIVE   REPORTS. 

Coun.  FISH,  for  the  Executive  Committee, 
submitted  the  following: 

1.  Report  on  message  of  the  Mayor  and 
ordinance  (referred  today)  raising  salaries  of 
department  heads,  members  of  boards,  etc. — 
recommending  passage  of  the  ordinance. 

The  report  of  the  committee  was  accepted. 

Coun.  HANNON — There  is  an  amendment,  Mr. 
President. 

President  KELLY— Will  the  Clerk  read  the 
amendment? 

The  Clerk  read  the  amendment  presented  by 
Councilor  Hannon,  as  follows: 

"  That  the  ordinance  be  amended  in  the  following 
positions: 

First  assistant  assessors  from  $1,150  and  $1,150 
to  $1,200  and  $1,200; 

First  assistant  city  messenger  from  $3,850  to 
$4,000; 

Second  assistant  city  messenger  from  $2,850  to 
$3,000; 

Assistant  Clerk  of  Committees  from  $4,400  to 
$4,600; 

Stenographer-clerks  (2)  from  $2,850  to  $3,000; 

Document  man  from  $3,350  to  $3,500; 

Assistant  document  man  from  $2,550  to  $2,700; 

Stenographer-clerks  (2)  from  $2,550  to  $2,700." 

President  KELLY — Councilor  Scannell. 

Coun.  SCANNELL — Mr.  President,  I  know  it  is 
very  unpopular  to  come  up  and  speak  for  a  raise 
for  anybody,  especially  a  department  bead. 
Many  of  them  I  think  are  deserving  of  this  raise 
but,  I  think  the  Mayor  of  Boston's  first  thought 
should  be  not  to  a  man  getting  $6,000  or  $7,000  a 
year,  but  to  the  person  who  is  working  for  about 
$1,500  or  $1,600  a  year  who  does  a  good  day's 
work.  I  refer  to  the  nurses  at  the  Boston  City 
Hospital.  For  the  past  four  months,  or  past 
couple  of  months,  anyway,  I  have  asked  the 
Mayor  to  immediately  give  these  girls  at  this 
institution  and  also  the  employees  at  this  hospital 
a  raise.  We  did  not  get  action.  He  said  that  he 
would  give  a  raise  the  first  of  the  year.  What  is 
the  result,  gentlemen?  The  result  is  the  people 
at  that  institution,  the  City  Hospital,  are  getting 
neglected.  The  nurses  have  been  leaving  that 
hospital  at  the  rate  of  15  to  20  nurses  a  week. 
The  condition  at  that  hospital  at  the  present  time 
is  deplorable,  and  I  charge,  this  evening,  the  man 
responsible  for  the  conditions  at  that  hospital 
today  is  the  man  downstairs.  This  was  brought 
to  his  attention  on  a  number  of  occasions,  and  he 
has  done  nothing  about  it.  Something  is  going 
to  happen  at  that  hospital,  and  the  man  down- 
stairs and  the  Trustees  of  the  hospital  are  respon- 
sible because  in  the  course  of  the  year  over  150 
nurses  have  left  that  institution  because  they 
would  not  give  them  enough  money  to  live  on. 
They  are  the  people  who  should  be  taken  care  of 
first,  and  that  is  why  I  am  going  to  vote  against 
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this  pay  raise  for  department  heads.  I  think  the 
person  in  the  lower  brackets  should  be  taken  care 
of  first.  The  poor  laborer,  or  the  truck  driver, 
should  be  taken  care  of,  and  I  think  the  depart- 
ment heads  would  not  suffer,  I  mean  those  that 
are  getting  $6,000  or  87,000  or  18,000  a  year. 
I  don't  know  how  far  I  am  going  to  get  in  the 
fight  as  far  as  these  nurses  are  concerned,  but 
you  can  bet  I  have  not  had  anything  in  the  past 
from  the  man  downstairs,  and  I  do  not  expect 
anything  for  the  next  year,  but  I  tell  you,  gentle- 
men, he  will  hear  from  me. 

President  KELLY — The  question  is  on  the 
amendment.  We  are  now  discussing  the  amend- 
ment. 

Coun.  CHASE — Mr.  President,  I  am  very  much 
adverse  to  the  question  as  a  whole  before  us. 

President  KELLY — Wait  a  minute,  councilor. 
We  are  talking  now  on  the  amendment  that  Coun- 
cilor Hannon  has  introduced.  You  will  have  a 
chance  later  on  the  ordinance.  The  question  now 
comes  on  the  amendment. 

The  amendment  was  declared  adopted. 

President  KELLY — The  question  now  comes 
on  the  passage  of  the  ordinance  as  amended. 

Coun.  CHASE — Mr.  President,  I  am  very  much 
opposed  to  the  Mayor's  proposition  of  granting  pay 
raises  to  his  pet  department  heads,  amounting  to 
in  some  cases  as  high  as  $2,500.  I  don't  believe, 
sir,  this  is  the  time  to  be  granting  such  huge  in- 
creases. It  is  my  opinion,  sir,  that  the  Mayor's 
department  heads  in  accepting  these  particular 
jobs  had  full  knowledge  of  what  these  salaries 
were.  Under  no  conditions,  sir,  can  we  say  that 
they  figured  on  1938  salaries  because  they  accepted 
the  1946  salary.  It  is  my  understanding  the 
$400  annual  increases  granted  to  all  municipal 
employees  were  to  be  given,  having  in  mind  the 
higher  cost  of  living.  I  submit  to  you,  any  de- 
partment head  now  receiving  $6,000  and  as  high 
as  $8,000  or  $9,000  should  not  be  given  any  increase 
at  this  time  of  $1,000  or  $2,500.  I  don't  believe, 
sir,  that  the  department  head  who  enjoys  such  a 

President  KELLY — Councilor  Muchnick. 

Coun.  MUCHNICK— Mr.  President,  would  the 
gentleman  be  gracious  enough  to  yield  for  one 
question? 

President  KELLY — Will  you  yield  to  one 
question  from  Councilor  Muchnick? 

Coun.  CHASE— Yes. 

Coun.  MUCHNICK— Would  you  deny  the 
laborer  the  bare  price  for  his  hire? 

President  KELLY — Will  you  answer  that 
question? 

Coun.  CHASE — I  don't  think  it  is  necessary  for 
me  to  answer  the  question  because  it  is  not  in 
point. 

Coun.  MUCHNICK — He  said  he  would  answer 
the  question. 

Coun.  CHASE— Provided,  Mr.  Chairman 

President  KELLY — Will  you  continue? 

Coun.  CHASE — It  is  on  the  point- 
President  KELLY — Continue. 

Coun.  CHASE — I  would  say  in  answer  to  the 
gentleman  from  Ward  14  (Councilor  Muchnick) 
that  the  man  earning  $6  a  day  is  entitled  to  an 
increase.  The  $400  increase  he  may  receive  is 
absolutely  essential  in  order  to  make  up  for  the 
higher  cost  of  living  which  he  must  undergo.  I 
say  to  you,  sir,  a  man  earning  $7,000  or  $8,000 
should  not  receive  a  $2,500  increase.  That  is 
beyond  the  realm  of  reason,  that  it  is  necessary 
to  give  a  $2,500  increase  to  make  up  his  higher  cost 
of  living.  Frankly,  sir,  I  believe  a  good  many  of 
our  department  heads  are  over-paid,  and  I  believe 
that  they  should  not  be  given  these  increases  that 
his  Honor  the  Mayor  proposes  to  give. 

Coun.  COFFEY— Mr.  President. 

President  KELLY — Councilor  Coffey,  for  what 
purpose? 

Coun.  COFFEY— Will  the  gentleman  yield  for 
a  question? 

President  KELLY — Do  you  yield  for  a  question, 
councilor? 

Coun.  CHASE— No.      . 

President  KELLY — Councilor  Muchnick — for 
what  purpose  does  the  gentleman  rise? 

Coun.  MUCHNICK— Will  the  gentleman  yield 
for  a  question? 

President  KELLY — Councilor  Muchnick  asks  if 
you  will  yield  for  one  question,  Councilor  Chase. 

Coun.  COFFEY— Will  the  gentleman  yield? 

President  KELLY — Just  a  minute,  councilor. 
If  Councilor  Chase  yields,  he  yields  the  floor. 

Coun.  CHASE— No. 

President  KELLY — I  am  sorry. 


Coun.  CHASE — Mr.  President,  his  Honor  the 
Mayor  said  today  he  is  treating  all  city  employees 
alike,  and  he  would  have  the  public  at  large 
believe  he  is  granting  a  $400  annual  increase  to 
each  and  every  employee,  regardless  of  what 
category  they  may  be  in.  _  Sir,  is  his  Honor  the 
Mayor  saying  this  with  his  tongue  in  his  cheek, 
having  in  mind  he  has  called  upon  the  members  of 
the  City  Council  to  jack  up  the  salaries  of  his  pet 
department  heads?  I  don't  think,  sir,  that  they 
are  entitled  to  these  proposed  increases.  I  think 
the  taxpayers  who  would  be  expected  to  bear  the 
brunt  of  this  burden  of  salaries  will  not  take 
kindly  to  the  idea.  Here  we  are  faced  with  a  $7 
annual  increase  in  our  tax  rate,  and  yet  Mayor 
Curley  proposes  to  pay  some  of  his  department 
heads  a  $2,500  salary  increase.  He  is  trying 
apparently  to  kid  the  taxpayers  to  believe  that  he 
is  going  to  treat  all  city  employees  on  the  same 
scale.  I  hope,  sir,  this  order  for  increases  in  the 
salaries  for  department  heads  will  fail  to  pass. 

President  KELLY — The  question  comes  on  the 
passage  of  the  order  as  amended.  Councilor 
Coffey. 

Coun.  COFFEY— Mr.  President,  very  briefly, 
as  the  hour  is  getting  late.  As  I  said  inside,  I 
would  go  along  for  an  increase  for  anybody  that 
works  for  the  City  of  Boston  or  for  the  county.  I 
told  the  gentleman  from  Ward  4  (Councilor  Chase) 
if  he  had  any  recomm3ndations  to  give  the  people 
in  the  lower  brackets  a  higher  increase  in  salary, 
I  would  go  along  with  him  if  he  introduced  an 
order.  I  would  like  to  ask  him  a  question,  if  he 
did  not  vote  for  a  salary  increase  at  the  Legis- 
lature, and  if  he  did  not  take  the  salary  increase  at 
the  Legislature  and  $200  Emergency  Compensa- 
tion at  the  Council.  - 

President  KELLY — Councilor  Chase. 

Coun.  CHASE — I  would  be  glad  to  answer  the 
gentleman  from  East  Boston,  even  though  I  think 
it  is  a  frivolous  question  he  is  asking.  Sir,  as  a 
member  of  the  Legislature 

Coun.  MUCHNICK— Mr.  President. 

President  KELLY — Councilor  Muchnick. 

Coun.  MUCHNICK — If  it  is  a  frivolous  ques- 
tion, the  answer  he  would  give  would  be  a  frivolous 
answer;  if  it  has  nothing  to  do  with  what  we  are 
discussing,  let  us  go  on  with  the  vote. 

President  KELLY — Are  you  satisfied  it  is  a 
frivolous  question?      It  is  getting  pretty  late. 

Coun.  CHASE — Mr.  President,  even  though  I 
consider  the  question  frivolous,  I  would  be  glad 
to  answer  it. 

The  ordinance  was  adopted. 

President  KELLY — Councilor  Chase  doubts  the 
vote.     He  has  no  supporters. 

The  question  came  on  the  passage  of  the 
ordinance  previously  submitted  by  Councilor 
Cook  re  raises  of  salary  for  department  heads, 
members  of  boards,  etc. 

President  KELLY — The  question  is  on  the 
passage  of  the  ordinance.     Councilor  Hannon. 

Coun.  HANNON — Has  that  matter  of  the  or- 
dinance already  been  covered  by  the  acceptance 
of  the  previous  ordinance? 

President  KELLY — I  understand,  councilor,  one 
differs  a  little  from  the  other,  and  the  understanding 
was  to  have  a  vote  passed  on  both. 

Coun.  HANNON — The  only  question  troubling 
me  is  the  fact  that  the  attaches  received  a  lesser 
amount  than  they  received  in  the  other  ordinance. 
If  we  are  going  to  give  the  Mayor  a  choice,  he 
might  accept  the  ordinance  giving  the  lesser 
amount.  I  think,  Mr.  President,  that  should  be 
laid  on  the  table. 

President  KELLY — Do  ycu  make  that  a  mo- 
tion, councilor? 

Coun.  HANNON— Yes. 

President  KELLY — Councilor  Hannon  makes  a 
motion  that  this  ordinance  be  laid  on  the  table. 

Coun.  HANNON — I  suppose  we  can  get  the 
sponsor  of  it. 

President  KELLY — Councilor  Cook.  Does 
Councilor  Hannon  yield? 

Coun.  HANNON — Yes.    I  withdraw  my  motion. 

President  KELLY — Councilor  Cook  talking  on 
the  ordinance. 

Coun.  COOK— I  understand,  Mr.  President,  the 
ordinance  suggested  and  recommended,  if  it  be 
passed,  is  now  before  us,  but  the  Mayor's  ordinance 
as  amended  has  passed  here.  I  would  like  to  point 
out  to  the  councilors  under  the  provisions  of  the 
charter  that  the  Mayor's  ordinance  as  amended 
now  and  passed  can  be  changed  by  him  so  far  as 
salaries  to  the  attaches  and  assessors  are  con- 
cerned, and  he  need  not  send  it  back  to  the  Council. 
So  the  Council  in   effect  has  passed  last  week's 
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ordinance  and  given  the  Mayor  power  under  section 
4  of  the  City  Charter  which  says  relative  to  the 
ordinance:  "If  the  same  involves  the  expenditure 
of  money,  the  Mayor  may  approve  some  of  the 
items  in  whole  or  in  part  and  disapprove  other 
of  the  items  in  whole  or  in  part;  and  such  items  or 
parts  of  items  as  he  approves  shall  be  in  force,  and 
such  items  or  parts  of  items  as  he  disapproves  shall 
be  void." 

There  is  nothing  to  prevent  the  Mayor  now  from 
allowing  the  department  heads  to  keep  their 
salaries  or  from  cutting  the  salaries  of  the  attaches 
and  the  assistant  assessors  in  the  same  manner  as 
he  did  in  the  ordinance  before  it  was  amended.  If 
that  is  the  Council's  wish,  I  am  for  the  whole 
ordinance. 

President  KELLY — Councilor  Russo,  talking  on 
Councilor  Cook's  ordinance. 

Coun.  RUSSO — A  point  of  information. 

President  KELLY — State  the  point  of  informa- 
tion. 

Coun.  RUSSO — Do  I  understand  correctly  by 
the  amendment  made  by  the  Council  today  on  the 
recent  order  sent  up  here  by  the  Mayor,  it  is 
equivalent  to  the  same  order  he  sent  up  here  last 
week? 

President  KELLY — That  is  right,  councilor. 

Coun.  RUSSO— If  that  is  right,  Mr.  President, 
and  while  I  am  on  my  feet,  I  would  say  this,  even 
though — may  I  ask  this  before  I  go  any  further, 
if  the  Mayor  sends  up  an  order  here  requesting  us 
to  do  certain  things  and  the  Council  approves  of  it, 
can  he  in  turn  deduct  from  the  order  that  he  has 
sent  up  to  us  and  as  presented  to  us? 

President  KELLY — I  am  informed  for  expendi- 
ture of  money  he  can  accept  any  part  he  wants  to, 
and  turn  down  any  part. 

Coun.  RUSSO — Even  though  it  was  sent  by  him 
in  the  first  instance? 

President  KELLif — That  is  right,  councilor. 

Coun.  RUSSO — Certainly  some  changes  ought 
to  take  place  as  far  as  the  charter  is  concerned, 
Mr.  President.  Speaking  now  on  the  motion  to 
lay  it  on  the  table 

President  KELLY — There  is  no  motion  to  lay 
it  on  the  table,  councilor.    Councilor  Linehan. 

Coun.  LINEHAN — A  point  of  parliamentary 
inquiry. 

President  KELLY — State  your  point  of  inquiry. 

Coun.  LINEHAN — Can  we  move  to  reconsider 
the  last  vote  so  that  we  know  what  we  are  doing, 
and  start  all  over  on  this?  I  for  one,  and  I  think 
I  speak  for  the  twenty-two,  don't  want  to  be  in  a 
position  of  giving  everybody  a  raise  except  the 
attaches.     Let  us  start  things  right. 

President  KELLY — The  Chair  would  state 
under  the  ordinance  the  membership  of  the  Coun- 
cil has  just  passed,  the  employees  will  receive 
more  than  under  the  ordinance  under  discussion 
now,  councilor.  This  ordinance  we  have  just 
passed  will  be  the  one  in  which  the  attaches  will 
receive  more. 

Coun.  LINEHAN — Can  we  amend  this  particu- 
lar order  so  that,  as  far  as  the  attaches  are  con- 
cerned, it  coincides  with  the  one  just  passed? 

President  KELLY — There  is  no  need  of  doing 
that,  councilor.  We  have  already  passed  the 
ordinance  calling  for  it. 

Coun.  LINEHAN — We  don't  want  to  give  his 
Honor  the  Mayor  the  opportunity  to  select  the 
one  that  has  the  lower  figures  on  it. 

President  KELLY — That  is  up  to  the  wisdom 
of  the  Council  as  to  what  their  pleasure  is  in  the 
matter  of  the  ordinance  under  discussion.  Coun- 
cilor Russo  still  has  the  floor. 

Coun.  RUSSO — Speaking  on  the  order  before 
us,  Mr.  President,  I  feel  that  there  is  no  reason 
why  we  should  adopt  this  other  ordinance  when 
we  have  already  amended  the  first  ordinance 
sent  up  here  by  his  Honor  the  Mayor  and  approved 
it.  I  don't  feel  we  ought  to  lay  this  ordinance  on 
the  table  so  that  it  will  not  take  up 

President  KELLY — Councilor  Muchnick.  For 
what  purpose  does  the  gentleman  rise? 

Coun.  MUCHNICK — Do  I  understand  there  is 
a  motion  to  lay  on  the  table? 

President  KELLY — No.  He  is  talking  on  the 
ordinance. 

Coun.  MUCHNICK — Under  those  circum- 
stances, Mr.  President,  I  want  to  raise  a  point  of 
order. 

President  KELLY — State  your  point  of  order. 

Coun.  Ml.'CHNICK — No  discussion  on  this 
ordinance  is  in  order  because  its  terms  are  con- 
Uaiy  to  the  ordinance  we  just  passed. 


President  KELLY — The  Chair  is  trying  to  come 
to  some  conclusion  as  to  what  the  members  desire 
to  do. 

Coun.  MUCHNICK— Rule  this  one  out  of  order. 

President  KELLY— I  am  open  for  suggestion. 
Councilor  Russo. 

Coun.  RUSSO — Ibelieve  I  am  still  in  order. 

President  KELLY — You  are  in  order. 

Coun.  RUSSO — As  I  started  to  say  before  I 
was  interrupted,  I  see  no  reason  why  we  should 
lay  this  on  the  table  because  we  don't  want  to 
have  it  before  us  every  week;  therefore,  I  move 
now,  Mr.  President,  that  this  ordinance  be  sent 
back  to  the  Executive  Committee  so  that  we  can 
dispose  of  it  in  there  and  decide  what  to  do  with 
it.     I  move  it  be  sent  to  the  Executive  Committee. 

President  KELLY — Councilor  Russo  moves 
that  this  ordinance  be  referred  to  the  Executive 
Committee. 

The  matter  was  declared  referred  to  the  Execu- 
tive Committee. 

2.  Report  on  order  (referred  today)  re  con- 
tracts for  collection  of  garbage  and  refuse — 
recommending  that  same  be  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  Public  Works  and  Street  Commissioners. 

The  report  was  accepted,  and  the  order  was 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  Public  Works  and 
Street  Commissioners. 


SALE  OF  LAND  AT  CLEVELAND   CIRCLE. 

On  motion  of  Councilor  Lane,  it  was  voted  to 
take  No.  1,  under  unfinished  business,  from  the 
calendar. 

No.  1  on  the  calendar  is  as  follows: 

1.  Order  for  sale  of  land,  Chestnut  Hill  Avenue 
(Cleveland  Circle),  to  Samuel  G.  Fish. 

On  December  9,  1946,  the  said  order  was  read 
once  and  passed  —  yeas  nineteen,  nays  none. 

President  KELLY — The  motion  comes  on  the 
passage  of  the  order.  Before  the  clerk  calls  the 
roll  and  the  clerk  recognizes  Councilor  Linehan,  I 
have  a  letter  with  regard  to  No.  1  on  the  calendar 
which  I  wish  to  read. 

(The  letter  was  read  by  the  President,  being  a 
statement  from  Coleman  Company  that  it  will 
occupy  space  in  proposed  building.) 

President  KELLY — Councilor  Linehan. 

Coun.  LINEHAN— Mr.  President,  I  offer  an 
amendment. 

The  clerk  read  the  amendment  as  follows: 

"Subject  to  the  condition  that  the  said  pur- 
chaser, his  heirs,  executors,  administrators,  suc- 
cessors, assignees,  grantees,  shall  construct  on  said 
land  herein  described  a  building  of  first-class  con- 
struction of  a  value  not  less  than  $250,000." 

President  KELLY — The  question  comes  on  the 
amendment.     Councilor  Linehan. 

Coun.  LINEHAN — Mr.  President,  ordinarily  I 
would  not  vote  in  favor  of  this  order  even  with  the 
amendment  on  it,  but  the  fact  that  we  have  some 
kind  of  information,  taken  for  what  it  might  be, 
that  a  store  will  be  built  there,  and  I  have  been 
informed  that  the  building  will  cost  at  least 
$300,000;  the  fact  that  such  a  building  will  be 
constructed  by  the  potential  purchaser  has  in- 
fluenced me  to  believe  I  will  vote  in  favor  of  this 
sale  without  its  going  to  public  auction,  if  this 
particular  amendment  is  adopted.  The  one  reason 
I  am  doing  it  is  due  to  the  fact  that  it  seems  good 
business.  We  have  already  one  potential  purchaser 
who  offered  $55,000  for  this  particular  site  but 
would  only  agree  to  build  a  building  which  would 
cost,  I  think,  $125,000.  That  means  a  difference 
of  something  like  $22,000  in  the  purchase  price,  but 
it  would  not  be  long  over  a  period  of  a  few  years 
that  we  would  have  that  difference  made  up  by 
the  increase  in  the  taxes  we  would  receive  if  we  had 
a  building  built  at  twice  that  cost,  so  that  you 
might  say  in  a  short  period  of  four  or  five  years, 
whatever  it  might  be,  we  would  have  that  money 
back  in  the  city,  that  is,  the  difference  between  the 
$33,000  and  this  one  for  $55,000  offered  by  some 
other  individual.  Since  we  have  been  discussing 
the  matter  for  some  time,  we  have  had  only  three 
offers,  one  of  them  around  $50,000  or  $55,000  with 
no  promise  of  building  any  type  of  building  other 
than  they  will  build  eventually.  Personally,  I  am 
not  interested  in  that  kind  of  proposal  for  the  city, 
but  I  am  interested  in  a  proposal  such  as  this  one. 
Mr.  Fish's  client  is  interested  in  building  a  building 
which  would  cost,  as  I  understand  it,  more  than 
$300,000.  I  was  informed  that  the  potential  pur- 
chaser, Mr.  Fish  and  his  client,  would  agree  to  such 
an  amendment,  and  that  is  why  I  filed  this  amend- 
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ment  today.  Certainly,  if  he  is  sincere  in  this 
matter  and  he  has  a  substantial  client,  or  a  sub- 
stantial prospective  tenant,  which  I  think  is  the 
Coleman  Company,  a  specialty  shop  on  Boylston 
or  Tremont  street,  I  am, not  just  sure  where.  That 
is  the  type  of  store  I  believe  the  gentleman  from 
Ward  22  would  like  to  see  come  into  his  district. 
If  this  potential  purchaser  is  honestly  sincere  that 
he  is  going  to  build  such  a  place,  I  don't  see  where 
this  amendment  is  going  to  cause  anybody  to  vote 
ag?inst  it.  It  simply  means  this  to  me,  that  if  the 
potential  purchaser  wants  this  amendment  stricken 
out,  then  they  are  not  sincere  that  they  are  going 
to  build  a  first-class  building.  The  only  way  you 
can  protect  the  city  and  the  City  Councilors  and 
his  Honor  the  Mayor  is  to  put  it  in  the  deed.  Then, 
as  I  say,  if  we  lose  the  odd  thousand  dollars  in  the 
purchase  price,  that  may  be  made  up  in  a  few 
years  in  the  form  of  taxation,  and  as  the  years  go 
on,  it  will  be  a  worth-while  proposition  for  the 
city.  If  the  amendment  itself  is  defeated,  I  will  be 
forced  to  vote  against  it,  the  whole  order  without 
the  amendment. 

President  KELLY — The  question  first  comes  on 
the  amendment,  councilor.  Councilor  Muchnick, 
on  the  amendment. 

Coun.  MUCHNICK— On  the  amendment.  Mr. 
President,  I  have  tried  to  give  this  matter  a  lot  of 
thought,  and  it  seems  to  me  if  we  are  going  to  pass 
this  order  at  all,  it  should  be  passed  as  is,  without 
the  amendment.  Originally  I  was  opposed  to  this 
particular  sale,  until  I  started  to  think  about  it. 
But  now  I  think  we  ought  to  sell  the  land  and  get 
the  revenue  rather  than  have  the  dead  land  on  our 
hands.  If  we  are  going  to  put  a  restrictive  cove- 
nant into  this  deed,  it  is  not  a  restriction  that, 
applies  to  this  particular  person,  but  a  restriction 
which  will  run  with  the  land  for  all  time  unless 
it  is  changed  by  the  Land  Court.  That  to  me  is 
the  major  objection  to  putting  it  in  the  deed.  Ten 
or  twenty  or  thirty  or  even  a  hundred  years  from 
now  if  somebody  wishes  to  grant  this  land  to  some- 
body else,  that  restriction  in  the  deed  will  prevent 
that  from  being  done. 

President  KELLY — Councilor  Linehan. 

Coun.  LINEHAN— Will  the  gentleman  yield  for 
a  question? 

Coun.  MUCHNICK— Yes. 

Coun.  LINEHAN — I  wonder  if  the  gentleman 
from  Ward  14  (Councilor  Muchnick)has  any  idea 
that  the  property  won't  have  any  building  for  the 
next  fifty  years? 

Coun.  MUCHNICK— No.  It  is  my  under- 
standing there  will  be  a  building  on  this  as  soon 
as  the  C  P  A  gives  authority  for  the  building,  once 
the  land  has  been  sold.  There  are  plenty  of 
safeguards  as  to  the  type  of  building  that  can  be 
put  up  here,  once  the  transaction  has  gone  through. 
The  Building  Department  must  give  permits  and 
they  have  to  pass  on  the  type  of  construction. 
The  Board  of  Appeal  must  pass  on  the  zoning 
requirements  and  restrictions.  The  Park  Depart- 
ment must  pass  on  it  where  this  land  adjoins  that 
of  the  Park  Department,  and  it  seems  to  me  these 
three  agencies  are  just  as  much  interested  in  the 
welfare  of  the  city  and  in  this  particular  piece  of 
land  on  Commonwealth  avenue  as  we  are,  or 
anybody  else  is.  If  you  put  this  restriction  in  the 
deed,  it  can  in  no  way  help  the  matter  because  of 
the  other  safeguards.  If  we  look  at  it  from  a 
practical  point  of  view,  the  person  who  is  buying 
this  land,  if  he  is  in  any  way  at  all  telling  the 
truth,  and  I  believe  he  is,  wants  this  land  for 
development  purposes,  for  the  purpose  of  putting 
up  a  specialty  shop  and  other  kindred  types  of 
stores;  the  Coleman  people  have  indicated  they 
want  one  part  of  it.  I  am  sure  if  we  were  to  go 
out  in  the  open  market  and  shop  around,  from 
what  I  happen  to  know  of  the  retail  department 
store  business,  he  could  get  any  one  of  ten  or 
fifteen  companies  to  come  in.  I  don't  believe  we 
should  have  any  fears  of  what  would  happen,  and 
I  see  no  point  in  putting  in  a  restrictive  covenant 
that  can  only  impair  the  value  of  the  land  for  all 
time.  If  it  became  too  great  an  impairment, 
Mr.  President,  if  this  purchaser  or  any  subsequent 
grantee  could  not  fulfill  the  requirements,  they 
would  have  to  go  to  the  Land  Court  and  show  the 
hardship  involved,  and  I  would  be  willing  to 
wager  a  substantial  amount  that  the  Court  would 
waive  the  restriction.  If  that  is  so,  there  is  no 
point  in  putting  it  in. 

President  KELLY — The  question  is  on  the 
amendment.     Councilor  Chase. 

Coun.  CHASE — Mr.  President,  I  am  very  much 
in  favor,  sir,  of  having  the  restriction  imposed  on 


this  land  that  at  least  a  $250,000  building  be 
erected.  I  believe  we  should  also  go  beyond  that. 
AVe  should  also  make  sure  this  sale  is  at  public 
auction  and  we  should  also  make  sure  that  the 
starting  bid  will  be  $33,000,  the  price  Mr.  Shact- 
man  offers.  I  have  in  mind,  sir,  we  have  nothing 
to  lose  by  conducting  a  public  auction  under  this 
condition,  because  if  this  Mr.  Shactman  is  willing 
to  buy  at  private  sale  at  $33,000  with  the  restric- 
tion of  $250,000  in  the  deed,  he  obviously  will  be 
willing  at  least  to  pay  the  lowest  bid  of  $33,000 
with  the  same  restriction  in  at  public  sale.  On 
the  other  hand,  if  other  members  of  your  general 
public  are  interested  in  buying  this  land  and  offer 
a  higher  price,  the  city  will  be  given  the  benefit. 
I  am  in  full  accord  with  what  our  Finance  Com- 
mission has  to  say  on  this  matter.  With  that  in 
mind,  I  offer  an  amendment  to  the  effect  that  this 
land  be  sold  at  public  auction,  subject  to  the  low 
price  of  $33,000  first  bid,  and  a  written  restriction 
in  the  deed  that  a  $250,000  building  will  be 
erected. 

President  KELLY — Wait  a  minute,  councilor. 
We  have  already  one  amendment  before  the  board. 
We  have  to  dispose  of  the  first  amendment  first. 
The  question  comes  on  Councilor  Linehan's 
amendment. 

Coun.  LINEHAN — Mr.  President,  I  certainly 
have  small  liking  for  the  matter  when  I  see  the 
councilor  from  Ward  14  (Councilor  Muchnick) 
getting  up  and  talking  about  oral  agreements, 
particularly  when  he  is  a  lawyer  and  knows  any 
agreement  pertaining  to  land,  in  order  to  be 
enforced,  ought  to  be  in  writing. 

President  KELLY — Just  a  minute.  Councilor 
Muchnick.  For  what  purpose  does  the  gentleman 
rise? 

Coun.  LINEHAN — I  yield  for  a  question. 

Coun.  MUCHNICK— He  yields.  I  would  like 
to  ask  a  question. 

President  KELLY— Do  you  yield? 

Coun. — LINEHAN — I  will  try  to  answer. 

Coun.  MUCHNICK — Is  it  impossible  even  in 
a  real  estate  transaction  to  take  somebody  else's 
word  for  it? 

President  KELLY — Councilor  Linehan. 

Coun.  LINEHAN — As  an  attorney,  I  want  my 
client  to  take  the  word  of  nobody  in  regard  to  an 
agreement  pertaining  to  land.  I  would  like  to 
ask  the  gentleman  from  Ward  14  (Councilor 
Muchnick)  a  question.     I  still  have  the  floor? 

President  KELLY — You  have  the  floor. 

Coun.  LINEHAN — Thank  you  very  much. 

President  KELLY — Councilor  Muchnick.  For 
what  purpose  does  the  gentleman  rise? 

Coun.  MUCHNICK— He  wants  to  ask  me  a 
question. 

President  KELLY — Councilor  Linehan. 

Coun.  LINEHAN— Mr.  President,  I  would  like 
to  ask  the  gentleman  who  took  his  seat — and  I 
will  yield  for  his  answer — what  advice  would  he 
give  his  client? 

Coun.  MUCHNICK— On  the  question  of  the 
sale  of  a  piece  of  land  and  if  he  wanted  a  restriction 
put  in,  if  the  gentleman  will  be  present  at  the 
Registry  at  12  o'clock  on  Thursday,  he  will  see  a 
client  of  mine  buying  a  substantial  piece  of  real 
estate,  most  of  which  was  done  on  oral  agreement. 

Coun.  LINEHAN — I  would  like  to  know  is  he 
representing  the  gentleman,  Mr.  Fish? 

Coun.  MUCHNICK — I  am  not  representing 
Mr.  Fish,  never  have  and  probably  never  will. 

President  KELLY — Councilor  Linehan. 

Coun.  LINEHAN — I  still  doubt  the  gentleman 
from  Ward  14,  if  I  may,  when  he  says  he  has  had 
plenty  of  oral  agreements  pertaining  to  land.  I 
doubt  that  very  much.  I  was  not  born  yester- 
day. I  certainly  could  not  vote  for  this  matter 
because  of  the  large  size  of  the  property  and 
because  so  much  public  attention  has  been  given 
to  it. 

President  KELLY — Wait  a  minute,  councilor. 
You  are  talking  on  the  amendment. 

Coun.  LINEHAN— Mr.  President,  I  am  telling 
you  the  reason  why  I  want  the  amendment. 

President  KELLY — Excuse  me. 

Coun.  LINEHAN — I  said  a  short  while  ago, 
Mr.  President,  I  would  not  vote  without  the 
amendment  and  I  am  telling  you  why.  I  want 
to  protect  the  city's  interest  by  having  a  so-called 
gentlemen's  agreement  in  writing,  which  is  the 
only  way  it  can  be  enforced.  That  is  the  only 
way  you  can  protect  the  taxpayers  in  regard  to 
this  matter.  Another  thing  is  that  our  Council 
will  be  protected  because  we  have  had  so  much 
discussion  of  this  matter.  I  feel  sure  we  have  all 
the  potential  purchasers,  at  least,  we  have  infor- 
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mation  from  :ill  o{  them  up  to  this  point.  There 
wore  no  more  offers  other  than  the  §33,000,  $50,000 
and  $55,000,  and  considering  every  thing,  I  think 
the  533,000  offer  with  the  proviso  of  a  $250,000 
building  constructed  on  it  would  be  best  for  the 
city;  but  if  I  he  :>2">0,000  proviso  is  left  out,  I  am 
in  doubt  if  that  is  the  best  proposal. 

President  KELLY — Talking  on  the  amendment, 
Councilor  Madden. 

Coun.  MADDEN — I  heartily  agree  with  Coun- 
cilor Linehan  and  Councilor  Chase.  At  one  time 
I  took  the  floor  and  argued  against  this  private 
sale  or  private  contract.  There  are  many  instances 
where  private  contracts  and  private  sales,  I  sup- 
pose, are  necessary  and  probably  above  board  and 
to  the  best  interests  of  the  city.  However,  in 
private  sales  and  private  contracts  there  is  too 
much  leeway  for  dishonesty.  I  am  not  inferring 
in  any  way  that  is  the  case  in  this  matter.  I  know 
the  councilor  very  well  and  I  have  a  very  pro- 
found regard  for  him  and  normally  I  would  do 
almost  anything  in  the  world  for  him.  However, 
while  I  can't  see  eye  to  eye  with  him  in  this  matter, 
I  still  think  he  is  a  grand  fellow,  but  I  sincerely 
think  in  the  best  interests  of  the  city  that  this 
amendment  should  be  accepted  and  that  the  prop- 
erty should  be  offered  at  public  sale.  It  should  be 
offered  at  public  sale  for  the  protection  of  the 
members  of  this  Council  from  abuse.  In  that 
public  sale  three  factors  should  be  considered. 
I  don't  think  that  price  alone  should  be  the  con- 
trolling factor.  I  would  say  that  in  addition  to 
the  price,  probably  an  even  greater  factor  would 
be  the  possible  revenue  to  the  city.  If  the  people 
who  seem  to  be  primarily  interested,  or  perhaps 
I  should  say  the  people  who  originally  made  the 
offer — if  they  are  sincere,  I  don't  know  why  they 
would  have  any  objection  whatsoever  to  putting 
this  into  the  deed  and,  as  any  attorney  can  tell 
you,  unless  it  is  in  the  deed  it  cannot  be  enforced. 
All  agreements  pertaining  to  real  estate  must  be 
in  writing.  The  third  factor  I  think  which  should 
be  considered  is  the  suggestion  of  Councilor  Lane 
that  the  property  only  be  sold  for  such  and  such 
a  type  of  building,  and  the  building  that  Coun- 
cilor Lane  has  in  mind  is  a  department  store. 
Living  in  the  district,  I  quite  agree  with  Councilor 
Lane,  and  I  think  the  people  want  a  department 
store,  but  I  think  in  fairness  to  ourselves  and  in 
fairness  to  the  city  and  to  the  public,  this  land 
should  be  sold  at  public  auction,  and  at  that 
public  auction  the  prospective  buyer  should  be 
informed  that  price  alone  would  not  be  the  con- 
trolling factor,  that  the  city  is  interested  in  the 
taxable  income  in  years  to  come.  Those  three 
factors  should  be  considered. 

President  KELLY — The  question  now  is  on 
Councilor  Linehan's  amendment.  The  Clerk  will 
call  the  roll. 

The  roll  was  called,  and  the  amendment  was 
defeated,  yeas  8,  nays  12: 

Yeas — Councilors  Bryan,  Chase,  Cook,  Keenan, 
Linehan,  Madden,  Russo,  Scannell — 8. 

Nays — Councilors  Carey,  Coffey,  Fish,  Hannon, 
Hurley,  Kelly,  Kinsella,  Lane,  MeCormack, 
Moriarty,  Muchnick,  Sullivan — 12. 

Coun.  CHASE — I  offer  an  amendment. 
President   KELLY — Councilor  Chase  offers   an 
amendment. 

Coun.  MADDEN — I  would  like  to  be  joined  in 
that  amendment. 

The  amendment  offered  by  Councilor  Chase, 
in  which  Councilor  Madden  also  joined,  was  as 
follows: 

"That  the  land  be  sold  at  public  auction  for  at 
least  $33,000,  and  subject  to  the  restriction  that 
at  least  a  $250,000  building  will  be  erected." 

Coun.     CHASE — Mr.    President 

President  KELLY — Just  a  minute,  councilor. 
■Your  motion  is  probably  in  order,  up  to  the  public 
auction  part  of  it.  We  have  defeated  an  amend- 
ment to  have  the  $250,000  clause  in  it.  Your 
motion  is  in  order  up  to  the  part  to  sell  at  public 
auction.  The  Chair  will  accept  that  part  of  the 
motion. 

Coun.  CHASE— Mr.  President 

President  KELLY — Councilor  Chase. 
Coun.  CHASE — I  don't  know  why  his  Honor 
the  Mayor  is  so  anxious  to  sell  the  property  at 
private  sale  but  in  view  of  the  fact,  sir,  that  the 
Boston  Finance  Commission  has  on  three  different 
occasions  publicly  criticized  this  proposed  sale, 
and  in  view  of  the  fact  that  there  have  been  but 
two  bidders  that  have  offered  substantially  higher 
prices,  I  believe,  sir,  that  we  have  had  sufficient 
information  to  make  us  realize  that  it  should  be 
sold    at    public    auction.     This    is    an    important 


matter,  and  I,  as  an  attorney,  sir,  wish  to  go  along 
with  what  the  gentleman  from  South  Boston 
(Councilor  Linehan)  has  said  pertaining  to  oral 
agreements  relative  to  land.  The  statute  of 
frauds  specifically  states,  Mr.  Chairman,  no 
agreement  pertaining  to  land  or  the  sale  of  land 
shall  be  valid  unless  it  is  in  writing.  Now,  sir,  I 
want  each  and  every  member  of  the  Council, 
especially  those  who  are  not  members  of  the  bar, 
to  consider  that  the  man  offering  to  buy  this 
property  with  apparently  an  oral  promise,  when 
he  gets  that  property,  can  turn  around  and  do 
anything  he  wants  with  it  if  it  is  oral.  He  can 
erect  a  gasoline  station  there,  he  can  put  anything 
up,  a  $20,000  building  or  a  shooting  gallery,  or 
anything,  and  that  goes,  notwithstanding  the  fact 
that  he  has  orally  promised  the  Mayor  and  the 
Mayor  has  orally  promised  us  that  a  $250,000 
department  store  will  be  erected  on  that  property. 

President  KELLY — For  what  purpose  does  the 
gentleman  rise? 

Coun.  LINEHAN — A  point  of  inquiry. 
President   KELLY — Does  the  gentleman   yield 
to  Councilor  Linehan  for  a  point  of  inquiry? 
Coun.    CHASE— Yes. 
President  KELLY — Councilor  Linehan. 
Coun.  LINEHAN — I  would  like  to  know  if  I  can 
amend  Councilor  Chase's  order  in  reference  to  the 
construction  of  a  $245,000  building  thereon? 

President  KELLY — The  Chair  will  rule  that  is 
substantially  what  was  just  defeated.  It  would 
not  be  in  order. 

Coun.  LINEHAN — Suppose  I  raised  it  to 
$300,000,  Mr.  President? 

President  KELLY — That  would  be  the  subject 
of  another  amendment. 

Coun.  LINEHAN — He  yielded  for  me  to  make 
an    amendment. 

President  KELLY — He  yielded  for  a  point  of 
inquiry.  If  he  yields  for  an  amendment,  he  will 
yield  the  floor. 

Coun.  CHASE — Mr.  President,  those  are  the 
facts,  sir,  which  I  have  given  to  the  members  of 
your  Body.  This  oral  understanding,  sir,  that 
his  Honor  the  Mayor  has  come  into  with  the 
proposed  purchaser  for  this  property  will  not  stand 
up  in  a  court  of  law,  and  the  purchaser  can  turn 
around  and  thumb  his  nose  at  the  city  and  put  up 
any  type  of  building  he  desires.  Now,  Mr. 
Chairman,  his  Honor  the  Mayor  has  sold  us  on  the 
idea — not  me,  but  most  of  the  members  of  your 
Council — that  we  should  sell  this  property  for 
$33,000  to  Shactman  because  he  will  erect  a 
$250,000  building  which  will  thus  bring  in  a  higher 
revenue  annually  to  the  city  in  the  form  of  taxes. 
Mr.  President,  suppose  Shactman  turns  around 
and  finds  some  excuse  for  putting  up  a  $10,000 
building?  Then,  sir,  what  does  his  Honor  the 
Mayor  say?  What  do  you  say?  We  were  sold 
on  the  idea  Shactman  should  buy  this  property 
for  $33,000  because  ultimately  the  city  will  gain 
from  a  $250,000  building  erected  on  it  on  annual 
taxes.  But  Shactman  does  not  have  to  put  up 
any  $250,000  building,  Mr.  President.  Due  to 
the  pressure  brought,  in  view  of  the  defiance  of 
his  Honor  the  Mayor,  in  view  of  the  very  adverse 
reports  of  the  Boston  Finance  Commission,  I 
personally  believe  this  land  graft  is  another  piece 
of  graft  by  his  Honor  the  Mayor,  and  I  say  to 
you,  if  you  pass  this  measure,  you  will  live  to  see 
the  time  when  you  will  be  convinced  it  is  another 
piece  of  graft.  I  hope,  sir,  that  land  is  sold  at 
public   auction. 

President  KELLY — The  question  comes  on 
Councilor  Chase's  and  Councilor  Madden's 
amendment.  Councilor  Linehan  on  the  amend- 
ment. 

Coun.  LINEHAN — I  move  to  amend  Councilor 
Chase's  amendment  by  inserting  the  words 
"restricting  the  use  of  the  land  to  the  construction 
of  a  $245,000  building." 

President  KELLY — How  much  for  the  building? 

Coun.  LINEHAN— $245,000. 

President  KELLY — I  am  sorry,  councilor,  the 

Chair  has  already  ruled  that  is  substantially  the 

same  amendment  which  has  already  been  defeated; 

therefore,  it  is  not  in  order. 

Coun.  LINEHAN — I  would  like  to  ask  you, 
Mr.  President,  just  what  is  or  is  not  a  substantial 
change  in  amount?  What  about  $300,000,  Mr. 
President? 

President  KELLY — Do  you  want  to  make  it 
$300,000? 

Coun.  LINEHAN— I  move  to  make  it  $300,000, 

and  while  I  am  on  my  feet 

President  KELLY — Does  Councilor  Chase 
agree  to  that  amendment? 
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Coun.  CHASE— Yes. 

President  KELLY — Councilor  Linehan,  talking 
on  the  amendment. 

Coun.  LINEHAN — I  just  happened  to  read 
No.  1.     It  is  Samuel  G.  Fish? 

President  KELLY— That  is  right. 

Coun.  LINEHAN— I  thought  Mr.  Shactman 
was  the  buyer,  Mr.  President.  With  whom  is  this 
agreement?  We  have  been  talking  about  Mr. 
Shactman  but  nothing  about  Mr.  Fish. 

President  KELLY — Samuel  G.  Fish  is  the 
purchaser.  The  Chair  understands  he  is  the 
attorney  for  Mr.  Shactman.  The  question  comes 
on  Councilor  Chase's  amendment.  The  Clerk  will 
call  the  roll. 

The  roll  was  called,  and  the  amendment  was 
defeated,  yeas  7,  nays  13: 

Yeas — Councilors  Bryan,  Chase,  Cook,  Keenan, 
Linehan,  Madden,  Russo — 7. 

Nays — Councilors  Carey,  Coffey,  Fish,  Hannon, 
Hurley,  Kelly,  Kinsella,  Lane,  McCormack, 
Moriarty,  Muchnick,  Scannell,  Sullivan — 13. 

President  KELLY — The  question  now  comes  on 
the  passage  of  the  order.  The  Clerk  will  call  the 
roll. 

The  order  was  passed,  yeas  15,  nays  4,  viz.: 

Yeas — Councilors  Carey,  Coffey,  Cook,  Fish, 
Hannon,  Hurley,  Kelly,  Kinsella,  Lane,  McCor- 
mack, Moriarty,  Muchnick,  Russo,  Scannell  and 
Sullivan — 15. 

Nays — Councilors  Chase,  Keenan,  Linehan, 
Madden — 4. 


RELATIONS  OF  GEORGE  BAKER  AND 
JOHN  MAGEE  WITH  CITY  DEPART- 
MENTS. 

Coun.  MADDEN  offered  the  following: 

Ordered,  That  his  Honor  the  Mayor  be  requested 
to  investigate  the  relations  of  George  Baker  and 
John  Magee  with  any  city  department. 

President  KELLY — Councilor  Madden. 

Coun.  MADDEN— Mr.  President,  I  don't 
want  to  bore  you  gentlemen  any  longer,  but  the 
question  has  arisen  as  to  who  Mr.  George  Baker 
is  and  who  Mr.  John  Magee  is.  I  don't  know 
other  than  they  seem  to  have  keys  to  the  Mayor's 


office.  I  have  to  get  in  a  fight  to  get  in  there 
every  time  I  go,  and  every  time  I  come  in  the 
building  I  bump  into  either  Mr.  Magee  or  Mr. 
Baker  or  both.  I  have  received  a  lot  of  fatherly 
advise  from  one  or  the  other  at  various  times,  such 
as  unless  I  play  ball,  certain  things  would  not  be 
done,  I  would  get  nothing,  and  I  must  say  the 
gentlemen  in  that  respect  spoke  the  truth.  I 
have  been  in  the  Council  about  a  year  and  I  have 
received  just  about  nothing.  So  I  would  like  to 
have  the  Mayor  inquire  and  find  out  what  Mr. 
Magee  and  Mr.  Baker  usually  charge  to  put 
through  a  playground.  I  don't  know  what  they 
charged  people  in  other  districts,  but  the  people 
in  Oak  square  are  anxious  to  have  a  playground 
built,  and  if  Mr.  Magee  and  Mr.  Baker,  or  either 
one,  don't  want  too  much  I  can  probably  take  up  a 
subscription  and  pay  them  for  it. 

The  order  was  referred  to  the  Executive  Com- 
mittee. 

Coun.  CHASE — I  move  we  adjourn. 

President  KELLY — Councilor  Chase  moves  we 
adjourn.  The  Chair  would  like  to  make  one 
statement. 

Coun.  HURLEY — Before  we  leave,  and  since 
this  is  the  last  meeting  of  this  year,  I  want  to  ask 
the  councilors  to  give  a  rising  vote  of  thanks  for 
the  way  that  the  President  of  this  Body  has  con- 
ducted himself  in  the  past  year. 

(There  was  a  rising  vote  of  thanks  to  President 
Kelly.) 

President  KELLY — I  want  to  thank  the  mem- 
bers of  the  City  Council.  It  has  been  a  pleasure 
to  preside  over  the  meetings  of  this  year's  Council, 
the  1946  Council.  When  you  elected  me  the  first 
of  this  year,  I  made  one  promise  to  you,  that  I 
would  be  fair  to  each  and  every  member  of  the 
City  Council.  I  feel  within  my  own  heart  I  have 
kept  my  word  with  each  one  of  you.  If  I  ruled 
anybody  out  of  order,  I  was  only  trying  to  uphold 
the  rules  of  the  Boston  City  Council.  In  con- 
clusion, I  want  to  thank  each  and  every  one  of  you. 
It  has  been  a  pleasure  to  have  served  you.  I  wish 
to  all  of  you  and  the  members  of  your  families 
a  Happy  New  Year. 

Adjourned,  on  motion  of  Councilor  Chase,  at 
9.23  p.  m.,  to  meet  on  Monday  January  6,  1947, 
at  1.45  p.  m. 
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SPECIAL   MEETING. 

Thursday,  January  2,  1947. 
Special  meeting  of  the  City  Council  held  in  the 
Council  Chamber  at  1   p.  m.,  President  KELLY 
in  the  chair,  and  a  quorum  present. 

The  meeting  was  held  pursuant  to  the  following 
call: 

Boston  City  Council, 
Council  Chamber,  December  31,  1946. 
To  the  Members  of  the  City  Council. 

Gentlemen, — You  are  respectfully  requested  to 
assemble  in  the  City  Council  Chamber,  City  Hall, 


on  Thursday,  January  2,  1947,  at  one  o'clock  p.  m- 
for  the  administering  of  the  oath  of  office  to  the 
Register  of  Deeds  and  the  Assistant  Register  of 
Deeds  and  the  approval  of  their  bonds. 
Respectfully, 
John  B.  Kelly,  President. 
Placed  on  file. 


Register  of  Deeds  Leo  J.  Sullivan  and  Assistant 
Register  of  Deeds  Joseph  D.  Coughlin  were  in 
attendance. 

The  oath  of  office  was  administered  to  the 
register  and  the  assistant  register  by  President 
Kelly. 

President  KELLY — The  purpose  for  which  the 
meeting  was  called  having  been  accomplished,  the 
Chair  now  declares  the  meeting  adjourned. 


Adjourned   at  1.25  p.  m.,  to  meet  on  Monday 
January  B>,  1947,  at  1.45  p.  m. 


CITY  OF  BOSTON    E 


PRINTING   DEPARTMENT 


>*v 


>»  V.-.\- 
* 


'rv-s 


■r.  **» 


rv; 


:w* 


kft*. 


JJ  >-*, 


*}»   "W" 


;v..-« 


